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Y T aZ Hoseft and Good-natur’d
; Readers, -and m parsicular to my
Fellown Sufferers the: Ladies and
Spinfiers “of Great-Britain and
Irelind, Dominion of Wales, and
T orwm of Berwick wpon Tweed,
and Colonies and Plantations
thereto belonging.

' H E following Letter, which
1 now communicate to you,
=+ was writ to me fome Time ago; 1
§ ufed the Freedom with my Com-
rade to fhew it to fome of our Ac-
quaintance here, both Male and
Female ; they all were of my Opi-

§ nion, that it ought to be Printed,
il becaufe it might, perhaps, give
% fome People a difierent Way of
¢ thinking about Trade; from what
. they have. I therefore write to Sal-
4 Iy the Opinion of her Acquaintance
here, and defired a Liberty from
her to publih it to - the World,
A2 which
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~which fhe has ﬂad the & Nat .
1o grant me'v IF any 'of You ¢hérd-
fore. learn 8 new Thought: fiom
what fhe wntes, you owe “Thanks
onl to her. - SRR YN
| {; is notito be prefum cf, thiat the

Merchants andother | People. who
have apply’d themielves) particu-

larly to the Study of the Thenry of B

Trade, thould learn any thing new -
about it from a Female Pen, but as
fhe fays, the Ladies fhe hopes will
read it, for ‘they are always: fond

to enquire : into the Produétions.of ~ |

~ theirown Sex ; and -if. the Ladies
doy fhe is fure’ all- the Beaus will
read it; whofe Heads are not gene-
rally fo extreamly full of Ideas, but
that fhe conceives. Hopes to tell
them fomething they; before, knew
Nothing: of;- From thofé who learn
thhmg fhe ‘expeis - good Nature
and ‘Forgivénefs, and from thofe .
whe learn; ithe: feeks only -a gene-
Fous Acxnbwﬁedgemem af - the Ob-

ligarion,
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figation, and ifor: théfe: anly “the
writes: She yalues: not-thofe four
fplertatick;, ill-natur’d: Pedants: who
can‘take Notice of  nothing: in ‘any
Performance, ‘but the ‘Faultd, tho’
1hé isiapt : to: believe, they: will be
well enough pleas’d with ter Let-
ter'; for ds-thetrue Criticks Plea-
fure “confifts: in:the Beauties of an
‘Work, fo theirs' confifts in the Ble-
mithes, and'when they can find no-
thing to carp ar; they are out of
Humour, and cry, there is Nothing
" inits It is obfervd, that every

Man likes beft, what moft refembles
himfelf : It is therefore no Wonder
thefe Pedants - thould be moft in
Love with the Shades, or-as1 may
call them, the Beauty Spots of any
Produétion of Wit or Judgment;
their Minds are full of Shades, and
their Underftandings always under
a Cloud, and for that Reafon they
cannot look upon any thing that
{hines with a refulgent Brightnefs,

]
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it dazzles - the weak Eyes of their
cloudy tnderftandings,.. . -
‘Nor wiili the regard much the
enviaus Reproaches of thofe People
who leagn from her but-are too
proud; to .acknowledge it ; and left
they fhould be thought to have
learned from her what .they really
gather from her Writings, take all
the Pains they can torevile and un-

dervalue their BenefaGor. -
- One Favour my. Correfpondent
particularly <begs of you good La-
dies and Gentlemen, .that you will
not fit down to read her Letter
when you are opprefled with the
Spleen ; it may, perhaps, prevent
the Spleen, butfhe dare not pretend
that it has Force enough to banifh
that Tyrant from a Place which he
has once got Pofieflion of. Shethere
fore intreats of you, Ladies, that
you would fit down to read this
Letter in a clear Sun-thine Day,juft
after you return from the Ring, and
have
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have ‘had the “Satisfation fo -ob»
ferve your felf and your Equipage
more taken Notice of than any Li-
veryman, Goacty, or Thirg wathing
that-was there ; or in 4 warm. May
Evening, after you return froin has
viag walk’d: in’ KenforgtesGardens
with . a: pew brocade -Suity which
tosnd the Eyes of the ‘whole:Peos
ple-in the Gatdens upoh -ity> while
you was plegféd 1o think that they
all.gazed -atyou:; or after coming
from s Teatable, whereyou firft
heard %:Eeﬁagf ‘Cflm;"g the fa-
miows Toaft’s tyimg her Aprona lit-
tie too high; and being. megledted
by the falfe; - tho'fine Gentléman,
who_prevailid with her tadofa.
- And-of you, pretty Fellows, ac-
cording te"ydur-feveral Rinks and
Degrees, the defires youwauld come
rightly prepared ‘to read-her Book :
She defiresthe dapper City Appren-
tice to put on his new Natural Pe-
Ewiggs his red topt Shoes, or his

ngw
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new filk Morning Gown, and ‘after
fome pleafant Views’ of) 4 fine Gen-
tleman in his Glafs, 4hd franding'a
while athis Shop Doory t6 - kill'all
the Ladies that: ha»ve the Misfortune
to: pafs that Way, to-fit dowr’and
read:s Skefhopes the Beaus aboli
Will’s or Zom'swill. bgya new! Dic
amond: Brilliant, any - @mbroided

~ Suit,. opia f 'Eottmﬁ'tdifCane, Befor¢

Yook - her-Weitings ¢ And
tﬂalty mtnea(f:go?hofw Wity g«ﬁe"@feo
men who-frequent’ @heR»ﬁ:sTﬁm
andthe:&andylhﬁps inDrarypwha
can putan’impudent Face upoirit;
and~thew all the Ladies in the’ Pié
and Boxes that they. have Céura

enough’ta;fpeak ‘toa Whore int
fccoqd Gallery, . tg . take -up- her
Book juft- aftcr they have ficftp e

vailed upon their Laundrefs or

the Kitchin-Wench' to grant thm
a Favour : She defires Gamefer
to read it after a lucky Rua - 2t

3E¥
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%&d“!{(fﬂf&hﬁ after fatling of Stocks
‘he Lawyer after getting 2 retain-
ing Fee from a rggg‘;‘ngént : The:
‘Statefman aftepthe Falkoffis Rival
Favoutrite jand the poor Wit, after
he hears-a great: Lord-vepeat his
Pun : In fhort, She defires' every:
Body to cothe to’ lferift good ‘Hu.
mour, and exprefly forbidsany Per.
fon to touch her Book in'a gloesmy
Day, unlefs they are at a warm Fire'
Side, - with:a Bottle of “géod: Wine
on the Table, and Money enotigh-
in their Pocket. ST
-1 cannot but blame the 'Cuftom
of our Country which makes it -
fafhionable for fine Ladiesto know
any thing about Bufmefs: In my.
Opinion it would much better be-
come a Shopkeeper’s Wife to fet up
for- underftanding the “Trade her
Husband deals in, than to" fet up
for a Wit, and a nice Judge of Plays
and Opera’s. 1 cannot fee any Rea-,
fon why we have not Girls as well -
a as
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as Boys bred Apprentices to moft
forts of Shop-keepiog in and about
the City of London ; it wouldbea
oreat Help toia young Shop-keeper
that his Wife could keep -his Shop
and Booksas well as any Servant he
could hirec . - . - o

. Our Wemen- might dikewife be
magde much more-tiefukto the Na-
tion by being hired to-feveralfoctsiaf
Mechanick Trades, whick, a pre-

fent, .are thought praper- only fox.
Men, for ng other Reafon, but be--

caufe it’s the Cuftom.- 1 would be

glad "to hear a good Reafon why

Women may sot be, Taylos, Per-
riwig-makers, Weavers, ¢ as well
as Men; for my Yart; I think thefe
Empleyments: more proper fot
Women than Men. 1 wonder the

Men ase not athamed of their tifur-

pations upo#us; what & Scandal
isit to fee #ta]]l brawny young Fel-
law, fitting all- Day upon a Fable

‘with his Legs a-ctofs, and-a Needle -
. in

L Aty feae
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in his Hand : Such are more pro-
per to be bred Seamen, Wrights or
Smiths, which require Strength as
well as Art: 1 think;indeed, 1t’s no
Fault in the Governrent to make
their own Ufe, fomeétimes, of thdfc
idle legg’d Gentlemen, when there
is any U,fc for Recruits.. = = .-

Fm: the. Ladies of Quality and
Eftates, they .will find Bufinefs e-
nough if they look marroiuly to the
Management and Cendu&f cf therr
Famﬂ Ifthey underfiood Book-+
keepmg and had a Servant for that
End, they would know much bet-
ter than they do, how the Rents of
their Eftates.are confum’d : If they
can fpare. any. leifure” Hours, they
ought rather to employ. them in
reading fome good Book, than in
fitting over a Tea-table, fpeakmg
and hearing Scandat of all their
Friends and Acquaintance.

‘The matural Love I have for mv
own Sex forces me o with, that

z y R N
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-they were all bred to fome Bufinefs
or-othery and not allow’d to depen
entirely upon the .Fortune and in-
dufry of their Husbands. It would
prevent the Mifery of 2 great many
of the:poereriSort. I am per(waded
that:marny:of thofe poar abandon'd
Wretches, who.walk the Streets and
éxpofe thefifelves tothe-vileft fort
of Men, b it ‘meerly.for Want of
ment or Wickednefs .may,: at ficft,
lead theawinta that Way.of Living,
or:rather:Starving’ ;. .yét k have:the
Chdrity tathink, that few:.or none
of zthem convinue longin: it with<
out:being fenfible ofitheir:Wicked-
- nefs: and: Misfartune) but: then they
cannot get out of it; being generally
bred to .no Bufinefs, <they eannot
live by their own handy Werk, and
ao honeft Body will take them in-
to their Houfe as a Servant, fo that
for Want of Bread to their Teeth,
 they are forc’d to continue in their
- Lewd-
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Lewdnefs. Many Parents have the

Misfortunes of their Children to

anfwer for, by breeding them up in.

Idlenefs they expofe them to all the

Temptationsof thc World, for Idle-

‘nefs is always the Mother of Wick-
- Some little Bufinefs is- neceflary

even toLadies of Eftates, they often

fallinto anlntrigue forWant of other

Employment; which generally ends
ir the Ruin of at leaft their Cha-
ralter and Reputation. -And their
having fomething to do would pre-
vent, in a great Meafure, that fathi-
onable Difeafe the Spleen or Vas
pours : -Itis rather a Difeafe of the
Mind than of the Body, and-is more
réady to feize one of a fanguine and
lively Conftitution, than thofe of a
dull and heavy Spirit. To talk like
a Doltor, the animal- Spirits of
the Sanguine are always in a
Ferment, and if they are not direc-
ed to fome certain End, they run in-
» to
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te an irtegular and confufed Moti-
on,which difturbs al] the Faculties
of the Mind, and makes the Perfon
sffeéted uneafie, without knowing
at what ;' Even that fort of Spleen
which is the Effett of what we call
a dull or foggy Day, proceeds from
the fame Caufe, viz. the not know-
ing what: to do with our felves
“The bufie Part of the World are lit-
tle more -fubjet to. the Spleen in
this fort of Weather; than in any o-
ther, but the idle are quickly fenfi-
ble of a dull or rainy Day ; they are

at fome Lofs how to pafs away a

"~ fair Day, and at a much greater how

to difpofe of themfelves in- rainy

Weather, fo that if they fall notupon

fome Houfe Divestifinent, they loi-
ter idly in a Coffee-houfe oz in their
own Rooms, till they fink deepin-
to the Spleen. o o

_ It is impoffible for any Bedy to
_give a fatisfaltory Defcription of
this Difeafe, it is never the fame in
two

T el ol "..'hk
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two Perfons, yea, it has often diffe-
rent Effets upon the fame Man or
~ Woman: It may be cald 2 Kind
of Anger, ot if you will,a Difpeh-
tion to be angry ; it muay likewife
be efteem’d 2 Degree of Grrief, whofe
Caufe is fo trivial, that it’s not te.
be perceiv’d. Whatever itis, #'s
riow 2 moft fathionable Difeafe, and
is of an old fanding, for it feems to
have been in Being in the. Days of
Auguftus ficlt Emperor of Rowe,tho’
for what I remember, they had no
particular Name for #, the: Reafon
of which Ibelieve is, that it was not
then become a Cuftom for Ladies ia:
this Diftemper to employ- Phyfici-
ans, the worthy Godfathers-of all
Difeafes. However Horace gives us-
an. Account of his. being infelted.
with it; azappears by the Deferips-
tion of his Difeafe in the the eighth
Epiftle of his frft' Book. whick
Creech fo tranfates: L

T £
183
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Yer fay, what ill, unpleafant Life T live :
Not *caufe the Hail doth break my Vines, or Hear
My Corn, nor casfe my Ofives fbrink with Beat 3
Or Herbs grow fickly in my for?gul’lai:g 5 ’
No, bt becaufe my. Soul is vex’d with Pain,

(Ths Body found) it is & fboarp Difeafe,

And yetylf can’t mdtre/tl;ab{aré 'éafe :

1 florm at my Phyfician, bate my Friend,

Becanfe they firive to wake my drowfy Mind:

What’s geod I bate, and what will burt apprave,
Unfettled flill, and as wild Fancies rove, §
Ar Tyber, Rome, at Rome, 1, Tyber love.

The Expreffion is much ftronger in the La-
tine ; they who underftand it, may look to
it in the Original. | ‘
Tho’ there are none of my Sex loves-
- their own Eafe better than I'do, yet I have
always kept my felfemployed about fome-
thing or another, and ftill before one thing
is done, I contrive fome new Bufinefs for:
my felf, fo that there is never an Hour of
my Life, but I have fome fet Work to do. -
This I tell you, my dear Splenatick Ladies
by Way of Advice, for if you. follow my
Example, your Husbands, Servants, and
yourfelves will lead a mruch pleafanter
Life than you do; which are the hearry -
Withes of, . .

Good, Gentlemen and Ladies,

Tour moft fincere Friend,

Mazzy LOVERUS




e ,hﬁ,gnt the better of your
3 Iadolénce : You ‘hxes;at
hatt, folfill’d 1our Promife
5 you
ber our. mutuai Engag!r
agements at Parting::k
promi ,:hat o5 Toon as 1 was at: Paeré
I.would - ’fend you my Addrefs; 1 didit
acco:dmgly You obh ’d your felf to .fen;v
m
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me immediately, upon Receipt of mine,
ag Account of all pur Fricods at London,

“and of any little private Noy
of. "It way feven “long

e 2 ¢

Jou paid your Debt, and 10 & needy

meB ! I muft fmpure it to that.only;

the Efteem I have for you will not allow
‘Me ta impute it to 2wy thing elife; mL,
‘upofi my éwn Acgount I dire netimpui
it to your Negle@ of me, the very,Thousl:t
v!vlo go torment gg.For t(”i‘i;)g;s--falr.c confi 5 r
thé Lobgitgs ofan A - Prival, ke
Courag‘:g;‘:‘x? be a little more adtive, then
fhall 1 frequently BRar fram you.

I have often told you, that you allow
thas. natural Inclimtion yoahave td Stu-

dy and Retifemedt to prevail vod much

upon you ; when it gets the better of ei-
ther Man or Woman, it remders - them
entirely ufelefs for Society, and unfit for
the -Bufinels of this Life. T-hibk WR
were both much ubliged © viic Patheery
for. giving us ‘an-Bducation- far- uyond

what is  ordinarily givea to the L

dies of our Country. It is ‘good Poi

key cin' the Men 't debar Womed
from the Qualification of Learning ; moft
of the Beaus among them: would look

Like what they réally are, in the Eyesof
gur Sex, if we had all the Ad‘vanuggd of
e -; Us

s oram Y bede PN So Bad P P U2,



they have ; wa could admire
he Porriw Ak r or:si;g-,!l’aylm:m‘uhh;
out admiring tha. empty: Creatuee,” whe
fooks. Eftcar: qnly. fraim theic Zarformanr
ces.. Many - of -the - firie: Fops-who now
a Dayspafs far-what the Msn call:gesd
Womens Mep, and are: eficem’d groae
Wits among the. Ignepang.and Thought»
lefs Things:of - qur Bew;uN foosbe
difcoverd: to: he medr arifling Coxcombs,
if our Parents would gcach ‘us. haw: 9
adors our Minds as well' as they teach
us how taadorn oue Bodies s A gold: Spuffy
box, :Wd,&m,lorb-amﬁk
liant would o then make fuch Havee
of pmmath‘ ﬂtpﬂ:fﬂlllﬁiv
do; we conld diftinguilh beewixt the Wit
of a Man's:Hend, and chag-of his Hatls,
-and put 4. Difference barwixt the fioc-Ganr
tleman and the Dancing-Mafter. . . =
1 fhall ‘ncver cnough admire my Far
ther's Fortipgee, who ftoed the Shock of
2 laughiag Id, wha dared to_ges ous
of the rommon Read, and teach his
mﬂt&zrm underftand Latine, I learn'd
it whea other Girls wers driakiag Tez,
or diverting themfelves wich fome fuch
idle Amufement, It nguec retarded my
zcﬁgiring any of the ordimary Accom-
plilhmeats of my Sex ; buc how eften has
it fince diverted me from the Splgen:
Bz T That
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That modifh Difeafe called the Vapours
is quite a Stramger to.me; a Page in Vir-

gil or a"nr()dﬁ of ?.gmmli have il;lzys
found a fovereign: Remedy agrintt all At-
eacks of 'thimn&aht ‘Plague ‘and trou-
blefome Attendlant of idle Mortals, call’d
the Spleen, - Fhe:little Infight1 have got
into ‘that Lan has given  me fuch
a‘Defire of Kaowledge, that.I have al-
ways fomething to do,: I have: dot Time
for the Vapours. -Keowledge is like Wine,
the “more one. has of it, the.more: he. de-
fires, and of both. one:may fuck. in too
great a Quantity. -But above all, the Ad-
vaantages I have got by my Education,
I-prize its:making: you my Fritnd." The
mutual Efteem. our Fathers bore to each
other, ficlt began our Acquaintance, and
the Conformity of our #c, ‘Education
and Inclinations-rooted and idcreafed our
Friendfhip: The only Differeace I can
find betwixt usis, that I apply my Edu.
cation towards the Bufinefi-of this Life,
and the Advancement of my Fortune in
the World, whereas you apply all yours
towards the Learning how to be bufie
‘without Bufinefs, and how to be diverted
witbout Company. :

- - You defire a Charater of the Regent,
Mr. Laws, and the French Nation. The
Regent, you know, is a Prince, 2 Man of

great

o pees by e B4 OB
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great Power, therefore his Charatter ought
not to be medled with while: he is alive.
If a Prince’s. Chara&er is ‘bad, no Man
for his own Sake ought defcribe it, and
if the Charafter is good, one: runs . the
Rifque of being eftcem’d-a Flatterer, aad
of offcnding a wife Prince if he gives his
- Chara&er; while he is!alive. -~ I. fhall
therefore fay nothing of the _Riegent;- 1
cannot fay what I ought, aid -
fraid you would not believe what I could.
1 am perfwaded his Charatter will be
tranfmicted by: Fame to!Pafterity, much
more to -his Advantage than :Beople will
at prefeat believe.. ¢
- You know: I..was in France before the
late King died; and was then:smuch :in
Love with "the French Genius; tho’ I1did
not -much admire the Ufe:they at thac
Time .made of it : They had a Kingupon
the Throne; ~who as every - Body muit
confefs, was a great Man ; yet he was
too much given to Gallantry, publick
Show and. Diverti{ment to be King of that
Q;Beegle; -their lively Spirit is eafily influ-
enc’d, and the Genius of. their. King du-
ring his long Reign, {pread and rooted
it felf fo in the Country, that one may
almoft fay, Framce was a Nation of Lovers.
That great Country was a Kind of Opers-
Stage, Where every French Manand Wo-

- v
iz
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man acted their Pare, every Body fung
and danc’d every where, even along the
Sereets: Altho’ their King in the midft
of his Gallantry always mnded his Bufi
nefs, yet the Subjeéls for the moft Pare
minded Nething but Galiantry : Tbcg.
like alt ather Tmitators, unluckily neglect-
ed the principal Pare of that Charadter,
they affedd .to imitate.

. 1n the Midft of this their Diftra&ion,

I obferved that frugal, aftive, caterprifiag
and allerc Spiris which is the moft propee
for Bufinefs, and is mora upiverfalin this
Country -than in any other I ever tra-
velled 1n. I faw that if ever theygota
King, whofe Head turn’d. entirely- upon
Trade and Projes of that Kind, we
would have moreto fearfrom the Power
of Framee growing by Trade, than cver we
had to br frco;q th?t Pogﬁr q::ﬁ France
growin | ueft. Con in a
long T%a&__yof Time may make the con.

uering Natioa powerful, but as long as
the leaft Glimpfe of Liberty can touch
the Hearts of the Conquer'd, the Con-
quefts will be a Burthea upon the Coa,
uerors.

Whatthe French Nation wanted they
have now got ; they have a Prince at their
Head whole chief Study is not to divert
them, but to employ them ; not tc make

1
12em
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them glorious Slaves, but to make them
rich Subjeéts : And this Prince is {0 lucky
and fo well knows Maokiod, that he
has found and pick’d out a2 Man fo fic
for being his prime Minifter, that by
the Proje@s of the one, and unlimited
Power of the other, Fremee bas already
donme beyond whac the World can con-
csive, and if they two live awhile to.
gether, it will yet do beyond what any
ofie cah at prefent imagine.

I Ry the unlimited Power of the other,
for if the Regent had besn fubjed to a
Parliament, ot his Power any Ways k-
mited, he could pever have brought his
Proj to beat fo well as they have
done. Tho’ ia general it’s an Advantage
to @ People €0 have theif Monarchy li-
mited, yet when a wife and prudent
#  Man comes to reign over them, the kf
B limited his Power is, the bester for the

| Nation, But fince there art always more
weak Men thap wife Men imthe World,
therefore 1 think a limited Monarchy,
to take it in the General, theré coawe-
nient than an abfolute and arbitrary So-
veraign

As for Mr. Laws, 1 (hall fay nothing
of bim, becaufe Tam oot able to fay what
he deferves; but as the Paistver cover’d
witha Veil what his Pencil couid not ex-

i e
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prefs, fo fhall I cover with the Claud of
Silence, that Charalter which is too fu-
blime for my Pen to defcrive. ’

What ftrange Things happen in One’s
Life time ? I who came here to Dance,
Sing, and be Merry, to frequent Opera’s,
Balls, Mafquerades, and to fpend .m
Money, never had fo much as the.lea
Thou%ht of either: You know I amal-
ways for obferving that Precept, Cum fae-

ris Rome, Romano vivito more: The time
I was here formerly, the People wereall
Dancers and Singers, I danc’d and fung
with them ; when I laft arriv’d I found
their Heads all turn’d upon Trade and
Stock-jobbing: I turn’d my Head likewife

that Way, Ijobb’d a little, and fo have
made my felf Rich: Havin% pickt up as
much Money as I think I have ufe for,
“Inow begin to long for a. little Dancing
and Mirth, you know I like ic much, I
do not know the Reafon of it; but there
is fomething fo agreeable in the Com-
pany of fprightly young Fellows of Senfe,
that I muft confefs I am pleas’d to fee
them, and delight in their Converfation.
I hope you are perfuaded that I keep -as
clofe a Watch over all the Minutes of
my Life, and haveas greata Regard for
my Honour as any other of my Sex ;. but
I do not defire to be thought fuch a

Prude,
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Prude, as notto have the leaft Pleafure
in the Company of a real fine Gentleman :
No, Néture is not "quite: extinguifh’d in
me, Modefty and Religion are cqual in
this, thac neither of thern exclude the ine
- nocent Pleafurés of Life. T never faw a
Man- who ‘made a great Noif¢ with his
Religion, bot deﬁgz;;g to cover the Knave
with' that Cloak :"Nor did I ever fee a
Lady who bragg’d-tmach " of her Modefty
and florm’d at a Gentlemar’s ftealing a
Kifs, ot taking her- By the'Hand in Pub-
fick, but who could patiently rake. a
pretty. Geatlerman ‘it -private under het
bafhitul Petticodt ; all rthefe’ greatr Preten-
ders eitherto Relij

like’ Dt. Garfb's Pretendler to Bulinefs. .

In Hcﬂe;f:éf]}ﬁée: dtmg to Recompence
The want of Bufine[s with its vain Presence.

It gives' me much Joy to hear that my
Countrymen are beginng to have fome
Thought about the Fithing Trade. The
Seas belonging to - Brizeim conceal in their
Bofoms, Treafures mtch ‘more advantd.
geous, and more convenient for Britain,
(if we would but fearch for them) thad
all the golden Mines of Pers and Mexico.
If People - confider right, even Gold is
but 2 Commeodiry, a kind of Manufa&urcg
o € an
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and has this Difadvantage attendmg 1t,
that the Workmen there ‘employ’d ar

but few, and. geaerally Slqv oot Sub-
jefts, whereasa ‘other Manufa&pres em-
poy and mainmig great. Num.hcrs of
patural Subjedts. . If I had ‘time, I could
fhew you that Gold and Silver. Mines
are nerally ‘the. l}mn of the Country
that as them ;and bc.heve could cafily

demonflrate that Money ¥ be over
%leuty ina Country, as well u tQO fcarce,

ut of this agagher.rime. .

Of all Mmuia&ures or: Tradcs, cer-
tain { ly that of theBxﬂ;mg is.of- thp greateft
Confequence ta. Britain, whole Safety de-
gends upon its . Number - of . Seames,

ince you defiret, § fhall wiite you my
Thoughts of the Britifb Fifbery, and how
it may be moft. ealily and moit proba.hly
recover’d.

It is perhaps a little arrogant in me

to pretend to .know any thing about-

Trade, and I would rather chufe to be
fileat than expote my felf to. the Cen-
fure of the World, if I thought they were
¢o know what 1 am to fay upon that
Head. ButI prefume as I have always
done, to tell you my ~Thoughts freely,
fome of them may be right, they cannot
all be fo ; there is’ nothing perfect under

the Sun. It makes me the more forward,
that
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that I have always obferv’d, that when
Women ' do think, their Thoughts are
generally as well receiv’d By the World,
as the Thoughts of Men, and the World
is the trueft Touchftone of every Thought
that proceeds, cither from Man or Wee
man, which makes me ready to believe
that it our own Merity fior the Worlds
ood Breeding, that makes them- give
%uch a favourable Reception to the PFro-

dultions of theFair. = =~
What is ‘moft fuprifing to me is, that
in this: Particular, we have often" the
Ladies upot our Stde; ‘they are not fo
ready to reproach us for being beneficial to
the 'World in this Way, as for being
bereficial . to it by Produltions of another
Kind. This makes me think, that there
are not fo-many Ladies who covet to beAu-
thors, as there are that cover to be Mi-
firefles ; they do notenvy us the Joys we
receive from ' being agreeable to the
World as ag Author, but if a poor_young
Creature happen to feem agreeable to a
fine Geatleman, and to receive a Favour
from him, the reft areall in an- Uproar,
they envy her the Joy of being a Mifkrefs,
and therefore their Mafice s let loofe
But now to the Fifhing Bufinefs, I
mult for a litsle lay afide the Epiftolary
L 2 Strain, -




$train, and take gp that of ‘the Declaimer,
That you may take: the- better along with
you what I fayy 1 fhall follow- fome fore
of Method: - =0 f sApie DT
" 1.-fhall fisl: fhew what Advantages
Britaip. ay:reap:by the Fithery,: - -
. Fhen. I fhall wh you, -which in. my
Opision is_the moft’ probable Way of
. yecoVeripg ity oo -7 eIt T
" Ang laft, 1 fhall take a Thors. View of
cach of the three great ‘Fifhing: Trades,
wiz. That upon; our own. Coalls, that
uponthe Coafis of _Greenland-and Iceland,
?pc;lf. that upoa:the ~Coafls of Newfoundr
and, o B B
1o treating of thefe Three particularly,
1 fhall endeavour to make - plain, that
Britain has by Nature, the Advantage of
all other Natiops, in every - one of the
"Three, and that - we might. eafily -turn
every-other Nation in the. World ofit-of
them, if we made the right Ufe of -thofe
Advantages Nature has: beftow’d upon

=

""As to-the Advantage Britain may rcap
by the Fifhiog Trade, - "
“Every Body muft allow that the
Strength and. Riches of a Country de-
pends upon the Multiplicity of Inbabi-
fants; every oneat work and contribut-

ing
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ing: fomethibg to.the general Account of
Profivof ther CoUperys. .- © Tt

. -Hveryl: Man‘who: sarns. more._ by the
{oneft Labbary:cithes. of - his Hands of -
Head, than he {pends Yearly,:isin'fo far
a piofitable Subyet; “and.that.Man who
makes lefs; ought tbethrolunout of the
Republick; unlels-by his Setvices towards
it;7 he.dgferust: the- Maiaterance his Coun-
rymest are; obligld ito give ~hitm:. This
conﬁder’d-,:,;midrjlkrbe; .granged;: that poor
;T;mdefmenm-uhe moft pr table Mem-
‘bers ol Repablick, and -rich idle Gen-

. L. .

apeof (Society.

.Advantage o' thé: Counery. s general :
But of a Softs:of -poor. People,’ theéfe are
.Confequente ‘who can
ferve their Coudtsys. cither by: Land or
Sea, Who are: bred. up. in Dangers, .and
_Bmil‘:fd"?ﬁ‘omi'v:h‘citzﬂadlcfji@ Hardfhips:
Horace’s Adyicé about the Education of-
Boysis goode . |
And let him live and lie abroad,
>Miaft Dmgm,fSI*mgkter;, Fears and Blood,
" Betoft with all_the Storms of Fate
And harden’d up #0 prop the State.

Seamen,
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Seamen, therefore of all Subjetts are the
moit ufeful to their ‘Country: in: time of
Panggr, and in time of /Peace. they - con-
tribute a great deal towards its Trade
and Riches. . - . . Y S

If Seamen be neceffary to every. Coun-
try, they muft be much morefo to Britain,
whofe greateft Stm?th ‘and. Safety con-
fifts in their Fleet of Warlike Ships.: We
by - our happy Conftitution: can bave no
great ftanding Army within our felves to
defend .us from any vinvadingl; Eaemy.:
Nor _have we any fortify’d Towns to
protet us, or.to puta Stop to their Ca,
reer. Ifa powerful invading Enemy once
get to Lapd, we are loft and .undone ; our
raw’ Soldiers cannot ftand - againft their
difciplin’d Troops; we muft fubmit and
receive the Yoak of the Invader. .

But bountiful Naturehas furrounded .us
with. the Ocean, and our wife Forefathers
have planted it with an iuvincible Eileer,
which, as.longas we poffefs, will cover
us fromall Danger. If we. wander from
the Steps of our Predeceffors, and allow
our Trade and Shippiag to decay, the
Numbers of our Seamen will decreafe,
and the Strength of our Fleet muft dimi-
nifh in -Proportion, and we become a
Prey ta every Invader,
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I am perfuaded no Body will -deny that
of all Trades in the World, the Fifhing
Trade-is the greasoft Nurfery for Seamen,
efpecially, if ‘one- confiders, -uhat -of the
Fifhermen cmploy’d aboard: the- Fifhing
Ships, one third, at Jeaft, ase green Men,
that 1s, fuch as mever were at Sga be-
. fate.. We were:the firk Peopde in Ex-
rope that. mude a0y great Figore do- thas
Trads, -to whiclr 1am apt sobefieve, wo
owe she Fomadasion of our $itrength a¢
Sea.: ‘We have been of late, by our Neg=
Wem il Gondull, almafk.cotirely

flled out of -itby our Neighbours the
- Dusgch- and chy which -has increas’d
their Scrength, far beyond what

Xlas, poffible for thom otherwifs -to bave
Befides the Advantage this Frade brings
by eacreafing the-N amber of Seamen, it
is likewife a moft ‘profitable Trade to a
Country : Whatever Sum they ‘make by
theiz Fifh exported, is all clear Gain to
the Nasion; the €ountry is at lictle:or no
prime Coft ; the whole -Profic is the Pro-
duce of the Labour and Pains of the
As I pafs’d thro’ Holland in my Way
hisher, I made fome Enquiries mto the

Nature of their Fifhery ; the Erofir they

made by ir, and the Number of Ship; :
: an
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and Seamen. employ’d by them in that
Trade: Butr I had not Time to make
them fo compleat as that I can commu-
‘nicate thewv to you or any Body elfe. The
Difcoveries: I have made 1ato- the French
Fifhery,arg as yet in the fame Condition,
fo -1 flaall not - trouble you, at this Time,
with either: ' But by the Obfervarions
made by ‘other- People,: it -will’ appéar of
what vait:Confequence-the Fithing Trade
is, and'how ‘much it ‘would redound to
the Intereft 'of Englemdté profecute it.

Mr.  Smith, in : isffegmm,ﬁ,¥?m#
putes, that the ‘Profic ‘thade ‘in - the Fifh<
ery Trade by 'the féeveral:Nations of-Ex=
rope ’eng’i’%?dfthei'ein,- ansounts-to ten Mil-
lions Sterling yearly, -and that at leaft, a
half of that Gain belongs to the Dutch

Sic Walter Raleigh, indecd, alledges,  that

the Dutch alone make'ten Millions yearly
by it; but that is certainly more than it’s
poffible for them to do; tho’1 believe the
other Calculation of the Dutch Profitis’
rather too low, for I doubt not butthe
- Dutch make more Profit by their Fith«
ing, than all the othier - Nations toge.
ther. I think Mr. Mun fays, thatin his
Time, the Value of the Fifth exported
by our Nation amounted to but 140000 /;
per Annum, and I dare affirm it is not
much augmented fince. What a fmall =-P§rt

~ then
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then of the ten Millions Profit falls to
our Share. - - o

- And yet, if we would apply ourfelves
in good Earncft, to that Trade, it’s ve.
ry certainthit: we' might turn all other
Natfons eut ‘éf tHe moft- Parr of it; at
leaft, we - might turn all- oﬂicrf“&a
tions fo far out of ir, that none of them
‘would be able to ferve any Cdunery btic
their own, f6'that the Profic. made by
erving 2l the ‘other Nations of Exrope,
except the French, Datch and Dans, wolld
accrue t0 us; and I do not reckon chat
thef¢ -Nations' deftroy ‘2bo¥e “one Third
Partof the Fith that’ isdefftoy’d in Ed-
rope, fo thidt it a fhort Timé ‘wé'wou
expore Fifh-to-the 'VERIE of at>feaft -fix

Millions yearly more thaf-we: do dtpre-

fent : And if eur general Ballance of Frade
be mow at Par, this whole Sury‘nraft
come Home to us in réady Money,
which would foon make #i'the Gold and
Silver'in Ewrope, centre in this happy I-
fland, * |

‘Anothér Advantage 1 fhall reckon,
which I believe few take Notice ‘of, *anci
that is, the Difference of muaintaining a
Fifherman at Land and at Sea. When
they-are at Sea, they live “moft partly
upon the Fifh they take, and all that
they fave by 1éﬁ'cning5hc daily E‘xpem_w':f
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of their Living, is fo much clear Gain to
their Country. If a Fifher eats and
drinks, when at Land, to the Value of
four Pence half-penny per Day, which 1
fuppofe he will, and when heis at Sea,
befides the Fifh he eats, be fpends not a-
bove two Pence half-penny, he then faves
two Pence a Day to his Country. If we
were in full Poffeflion of the whole Fifh-
ing Trade, as we mighe be, we would
have -one Day with another, at leaft thirty
thoufand Men Aboard our Fifhing Ships
the whole Year round, upon every Man
the Country would fave two Pence a Day
which they would have fpent if they had
been at Land, fo that upon maintaining
thefe 30000 Men our Country would
fave 250 /.a Day, whichin a Year amounts
g1250. This is an Advantage reap’d by
the Country in no other Trade except
that of the Fifhing. ~

- It’s computed that we import from the
Baltick, Naval Stores to the Value of four
or five hundred thoufand Pousds yearly,
for moft of which we fend out ready Mo-
ney. The Dutch carry Fifh there to the
Value of one  Million Sterling Yearly,
from which it’s plain, that if we made
the beft we could of the- Fifhery, our
geperal Ballance of Trade in that one
Branch would gain 5 or 6occooc /. yearly,
inftead of lofing 400000 /. And

\
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And our Merchants who import na-
val Stores from the Balzick could fell them
cheaper than it’s poffible for them now
to do, when they muft fend ready Money
for what they are to buy. For Example,
let us fuppofe a Merchant defigns now to
fend for a thoufand Pounds worth of na-
val Stores, for which he expetts 8 per
Cent Profit, when he gets them Home,
If we reckon eighty Pounds to him for
Profir, and a hundréd Pounds for all

Charges, he cannot fell the Cargo of ma- °

val Stores he gets Home, under one thou-
fand one hundred and eighty Pounds: But
if he can fend a Cargo of Fifh for what
he wants, he may readily get as many
Fifh here for nine hundred Pounds, as will
yield him a thoufand Pounds at the Port
he fends them to, when he gets Home
his Return of Naval Stores, he defires no
more but 8 per Cent Profit of the firft
Stock he paid out for the Fifh; fo couns-
ing a hundred Pounds as. before for
Charges, and feventy two Pounds for
Profit, he may now fell for one thoufand
feventy two Pounds, as much naval Stores
as he formerly could bave fold for ane
thoufand ope hundred and eighty Pounds.
1f heis at 2 listle more Expences in fends
ing Fifh than he would have been, by
fending Money, he faves the Rifque of

. 2 2 $X-
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exporting Money, or which is the fame
Thing the Exchange, which to the Ea-
ftern Country muft of Neceffity be at
prefent againit us.

Befides the vaft Advantage this Trade
would be to thegeneral Ballance of our
Trade, it would bring another great Ad-
vantage to the Nation in augmenting to
an incredible Degree the Number ot our
$Seamen.

Some compute that the Dutch employ
in the Fifhing for Herring and Cod up-
on the Coafts of Britain eight thoufand
Ships,aboard of which they have two hun-
dred thoufand Seamen and Fifhers.

That they and the Hambsrghers have
vearly at Greenland five hundred Ships
which will employ at leaft ten thoufand
Seamen.

And that the Frewch, Portuguefe and Spa-
#ifb Bifcayers fend every Year for Fifh to
Newfoundland four hundred Sail of Ships,
aboard of which; we may reckon Men
and Boys eight thoufand : Befides great
Numbers of Fifhermen that live in the
French Plantations about Cape-Brezon, and
affift them in their Fithing.

If our own Countrymen bhad but any
tolerable Condu& and made the beft Ule
of our own Rights and Properties, and §x‘

tae




(21)

the astural Advantages of their Coun-
try, they ;;ighc_;aﬁl wind themfelves
ino the Parc -of every onc of thefe
Pifhings, and if they did, ics plain from
thefe Ca)::&:oﬁlm, mb;u‘{?nd m;gh: em-
y upwasds of cight thoufs ips, and
g?ym WO lmxztd thoufand &a“men'
mere. than we do upon this Trade alone
Allowance bain%~‘mtde to the Dutcha
other Nations of nine hundred Ships for

ferving their ewn particular Countries.
The building- of- Ships, the making of
I*;:m and other ;;:tcria-ls dfor Fifhing, and
t Mﬂﬁ ;, Ordering and preparing our
Fith wou e@ployp%hir_tyt ' _I'an':gmbre
People afhoar; and the providing our
Sqamen,agdoeborl'eop&c«zmp’bY*d about

the Fifhery, in Meat, Drink, Cloathsand-
other Neceflaries, would give Bread and
Bufigefs to fixty or feveary thoufand
more of our People at Land; fo that if
we were fo lucky as to fucceed in our
Fifhery Bufinefs, and turnall chofe Peo-
ple-who now ca;;y it oné out of the U-
furpations t ve made upon us, we
would add ?:yh_nﬁ two handrsga thoufand
Scamen and a hundred thoufand Land-
men to the Stock of our People ; and the
Fifh we exported would bring into us
yearly fix Millions Sterling, all in ready
Cafh, if the general Ballance of Trade

be
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be now at Par or upon our Side, as |
believe it is. : :

Every little fithing Village upon our
Coafts, wonld then increafe, and all be-
come rich and populous: Cities, and the.
furnifhing of them with Cloaths and o-
ther Neceflaries for Life, would earich
and augment all oyr inland Towns. E-
very Acre of Land in Britsis would be
improved and laid out to the beft Advan.
tage, which would encreafe the yearly
Value of the whole Lands of Brizain, 1
may fay to at leaft three or-four - Times
as much as they are at ‘prefent. - Every
Gentleman of one thoufand. a Year Land
Eftate now, would then bécome a Man of
three or four thoufand a Year,

Nor letany Man fay that it’s impoffi~
ble to encreafe the yearly Value of the
Lands of Britain fo much, one may be
eafily convine’d ofthe contrary, by com.
paring the-yearly Value of the Lands.in
the Province of Holland , with the yearly
Value of the Lands in Britein and .Ire--
land. It will be found that in Pz(?ouh
on tothe Extent,or Acres«ontain’d, the
. yearly Value of the Lands in Holend is
twenty Times as much as the yeasly
Value of the Land in Britain and Ireland,
They may therefore bear very well to- be
gncreas’d to triple or quadruple the c,_a;l,y;

alug
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‘Value they are now at. ‘I would have
our landed Gentlemen confider this; and
refufe no Burthen, which at prefent may
be neceflary to be laid upon them for
fetting up and encouraging a Trade which
may .conduce fo mueh to the Advantage
of their Pofterity. = - . ‘
Our thriving in_this Trade would
likeways encourage all the other Branches
of our Trade. It would fo increafe the
Number of our Seamen, that our Ship~
ping of all Kinds-would be better ferv’d
and at a cheaper Rate than the Shipping
~ of any other_Country, which would en-
able: us to fell all our other.Sort of Com-
modities cheaper than we can do at pre- -
fent,and a Merchant of a fmall Stock who
had a mind to fetch from abroad any Com-
modities neceffary for his Counsry, would
much eafilier. get a Cargo of Fifh upon
his Credit to fend for thefe. Commodi-
ties,. than. he could get a-Sum equal’
to.the foreign Value of thefe Fifh, to - fend
for what he wanted. from abroad.
" As. for the Recovery. of the Britifh
Fithery, 1 fhall tell you, that. i my
humble Opinion, it is impoffible to
recover it without eftablifhing a Fifhing
Company. If the Nations, now in. Poffei-
fion of it fhould become as remifs and
. : - neg-
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negligent of it as we have been, for
thefe hundred Years by paft, we might
come to recover it by Degrees even by
‘the Adventures of private Men: But
this Way is very uncertain and tedious.
The only fure and fpeedy Way of recover-
ing it, is by a publick Company.

I do not mean an exclufive Company,
thatisto fay, thac all the Subjects of Bri-
tain, except thofe concern’d in the Com-
pany fhould be excluded from Pifhing
in any Part of the World. Freedom of
Trade I take to be a Priviledge belong-
“ing to every Subject, by his Birth; and it -
‘'was never as yet incroached upon or -
taken away, but what it has been at-
tended with bad Confequences to the
“T'rade of Britain. e

The granting of any Trade to a Com-
pany exclufive of all others, is (befides the
Prejudice done to the Birth-righe of the
Subject) of dangerous Confequence to that
Trade in particular. It is the trufting one
of the Branches of our Trade entirely to
a particular Set of Men. They by enjoy-
ing it, exclufive of all others, for buta
very few Years, make all the reft of our
Subje&s turn their Thooghts off from that
Trade: And if at any Time afterwards that
Company do fall under the Management
of weak or villainous Men, there xix}ay
- uch




(25)

{fuch a Stop be put to their Trade, that
otherNations may eafily take it up, and fe-
cure themfelees fo in 'it, that neithef out
Company nor any other of our Subjefts
will ever be:able to recover it again;
for neighbouring Nations are¢ always rea-
dy to take Adwvantagedf tur Mifmanagé-
meants, and to fix themfelves in a Trade
which we lofe by our il Conduét+ And
here the Mifery is, that let the Compa-
ny’s Mifmanagement be hiow great icwil,
sur.own Subjells cannot take Advantage
of it, becaufe of the Exelufion they lie
under, which Poreigners dofror, - - " -
- We ought to take ¢the mdre Notice of
this becaufe the lofiag -of any one Braneh

of .our Trade does Harm to our Trade
in general, and to every Branch thereofin
g:ticu'liw‘ ; asthe lofing of any one Mem-
of a nanwal Body ineommodes the
whole, and adds a new Burthen to every
pacticular Member. - - C oo

- Bat when : the Company- his no exclu-
five Priviledge, cheir Malk-Adminiftration
is of no dangerous Confeduence to the
Trade of their Country ;- for private Peos
ple of our owa Subje&s will Rill be in a
way of exercifing that Way of trading, and
will bim'on ready and befeer capacitated
t0 make Advaatage of the Company’s
Mif-government zhga_my Forsigner, ivx

gA ;3
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th.l_Si Cafe ‘the '~,(:;9mpany M (be : l'u.lﬂ’d"
butithe Trade-is: not loft to:.the Coun-
try, it is fill-carry’d on by aucowa Fellow

"1 know Peoplowill objeft agzinft. this,
and 13y, thas Caoiparies can ddver-car-
ry-oa & Tradeas ifo-gafic-ai Ratézas pri-
yvate';Men, .becaufe.ithey miobli%ed ito
rmaintain, Forts and Garrifons in: forcign
Parzs, to make Prefents to- fordign Princes
for -their Fayour, apd to give: Sallaries'to
Diseltors, Goyernars,dre.and therefore,une
lefs their. Trade.be exclufveiof -all others,
it will be impefibje for:the to-carry it
on, becaufe privats Men whe' are not at
thefe extraordinary -Charges: will be able

to under-fell them, and {0 tb-tiin them

entisgly oue of their Tradeh:as Loooor oo

-.xMy Anfweg to this'is, Hhat - kit wese

Sﬁg(zﬁf;ﬁh%&o%mmks;mu; not carey
Jaes

o0 { Tradecas, cheap.as: ptinatg:Men;
it would be a good Reafon-agdinfl festing
up-Compaaits of any Kist ; dfateaNaci-
ony if it lools toitsown Advalitage, will
“always encoussge-moftihat: Wayoof trads
ing, or . thofe; Merchants 1whocan: £l
their . Commodigies theapeft,-becaufe they
who fell cheapefy in forcigs: Markets,
are_ moft likely.to improve tho-Fryde ‘by
underfelling - all Foreigners;. 'and 4o to
turn -them out o_ﬁt_,;or;to-ke,ep:itam‘t}i;l‘,m'-
s : elves
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felves by feliing cheaper than any Fo-
reigner-can propofetoda. . - v Lo
If a Company could npt fell cheaper,
or at leaft as cheap as any private Mer-
chant, the giving them an exclpfive Pri-
v_ilcie would be one of she maddeft Things
in the World, unlefs we could inake:our
Exclufion reach the Subjefts: of all.o-
ther  Countries as welk as sthofe >of:our
own. If wecannotdo this, the Gempa-
ny’s Priv,ile.gc would, indeed; preveny gheir
being turn’d; out. of their Trade by the pri-
wvate Adventures of our.own’ Szmgs';
but it would cersainly :he ast ¢ff4blilhiog
by A& of Patliament,,a;:Way by, which
Foreigners could turn, botheip Compa-
ny and all tho reft of cour Subjets out
of that Trade ; For, if the private: Mer:
chants, our own Subjefls,. can trade
cheaper in, that Way. than:the Company
can .do, Foreigners, no doubt,. .can dothe
fame ; our;A&of Parliamengwill not ex-
clude them, and -they whe- trade cheapeit
can fell cheapeil, and they who feil cheap-
eft will carry the whole Trade ag laft. 1n-
deed, if our Company, by their Forts and
Garrifons can exclude all other People
from interfering with them in their Trade,
they have fomething more to fay; but
this no Company can pretend to, and tho’
they could, it would be more profitabie

bl

n
& aWwd
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for ghe Nation in-geaeral that chefe: Forts
and Garrifons fhould Bé iintain’d at
the publick Expence, aad 2 -free Trade
al-lp;:ed?‘t:otﬂllﬂ; abjelts as well'asto the
Teguiar Company.. - - - - oo ¢
: gI - believe -the . Champions for publick
Companics, after they -confider this; will
begia 0 be of My Opinioe, 2nd to think

thati“Compasics ‘cftatlilhed by -AG of

Partisment: ean ‘always “carty' on-their
Trade at o 166 Pofic than " privace Men
can dd, and Gan "fell  chéit” Commaditiés
cheapér ‘if théir- Adminifiragers are - ho-
neftand undeefland theit Bulinek. 1 could
thcwmanzuﬂﬁaﬁm, but-1-fhall content
myﬁ[}w tiose.: 0 LU L
- “Thar if we fuppofe the Trade carried on
by private: Nlen i -Oppelition to 2 Com-
pany, we melt fuppofé it all -earried-op
byprmteMmHmts, each crading “by
himfelf and upon: Kis own particular Ac-
coum, and each tift have fucha Profit as
Merchants. g‘gmﬁﬂy expett in-the ordina:
ry  Courfe of Mercharndizing'; for, if we
fuppofe the Trade catried on by a rich
and numerovs private ‘Company, that
Company will be fubje@® vo-all the ne-
ceflary Charges a pubtick Company is
fubjet to, without having any of the Ad-
vantages acquired by being erefed into
a publick Company, | .- 3‘3
I fha

AR A el B aRrorey
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1 fhallfu fethcreforc a Stock of
oooool d by pnvate Men, eat;h
his ow n Aceougt%vm the Fif
i .

de, asl.‘ntc&je !
Cent Wit maky
at leaft. of" _‘roﬁr
all ‘Charges; “By ¢his
ther vgl I M

rc a0y

Tradc Br) ”tbdt‘tﬁe f xeta%
few, of- , nofic” of :ﬁer‘h

chants, acieaft if “they be,” they are ﬁxck,
who " are engag’d in other Yades upo
their own private Advemms, d put
into the Fifhe f-Stock thér own Over-

grown Stock. -1 calta- Mefclrant’s Stock
Over-grown, ' when be ‘Iras’ pot more
Money than “he can employ in his own
privace Way of Trad . Tf they

not fuch a ¢k Stock to “put 1: mto,
they behov’d to let it ouc 'upon Inte-
reft, or boy Land wirh ir, fo that none
of the Proprietors of the hﬂ)ery-Stock
| being at any Pains about the Trade, :imf-
efs
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Iefs. ey be Direftors or Managers, and
having in that Stock only what Sums
they would otherways haxe .out in_pri-
vate Hands, upen Interelt, If the Com-
pany. can idiyidebut a'little more than
the “ordinary Intereft, their Proprietors
will be very. well content, and. the
Stock. will. gﬂ at Jeaft 3t Por.
“If then, the - Compaiy _sin_divids fix
per Ceas. tp their “Sublcribers, they” will

kS

certainly be well fatisfy’d, .as Intereft

of Money. goes at - prelent, “at_five per
Cent, and pery, Mau in the. Kiogdom,
who hag ready Moncy,. will rather put
in private Hands at the legal Intercht. §
By dividing Profit at fix per Cear. 2 Com-
paoy with sooccol. Stock. divides year-
ly 30000 /:-among.the Profiitors; and
if the Company is under any tolerable
Managemeat, 5000 /. 2 Year may pay
all their. extraordinary ~Expegces, fuch
as Sallaries to Direftors, Clerks, Accomp-
tants, and the like. This Company then
may f¢ll- one Eighth per :Cest. cheaper
than private Men will, or -can eag
For the Company may contentedly car-
ry on their Trade at feven per Cent.
neat Profit. They who are at any
~ Trouble have good . Sallaries for their
Pains, and all the reft have onec per

ent,
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Cent./more: than the: commen Tntereft,
without any Diﬂufbance leeﬂthfexr orher
Bufinefs. © .~Cu

The greater: A|:h~‘= Compmy s Stock is,
the Iefs “will their extraordinary- Charge
beiin Proportion t0. their “8toc¢k ;:for the
South-S¢a Com @ywhofeSmckw~ m-
puted ‘at Eleven : Millions and 'dboWl
not at.1oooc:4i* yearly of Empeﬁce The
greater therefore. -any Cd s ‘Stock
15y the cheaper -they canf Mer:
chandize, ‘and. the- ‘more“ under what
private ‘Men- trading by the{nfelves m‘
able.to dov: - -

Its a fetﬁﬂa and mtereﬁnﬂ Pretence
for - Company’s-to-allege that:- they are
not able to{ell: as‘cheap as- pﬁvm Mer-
chants may do: Tbere .is no ‘other ‘De-
fign init bat 'thatshey by their: exclu-
five * Privilege!, iy -make a Mone~
poly ‘of the Ttade: they “deat’ im, and
fell their Cotimoditiesy boeh~ Export. and
Import at whas: Rate xhe p&a -which
is..moft dangtmhs, and a furg’ Way both
to- encourage :and - enable'Forcigners, 'to
felt-cheaper. ahian our Company does, and
0 AUrN: US: cnmel'y out of -the Trade. -

-« Qthers:may think what they will, and.
extél the good~Senfe and: Managemem:
of-a:Company - when they-divide twelve
or fificen per“Cens Profit‘yearly. I have -

the
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the Misfortuae to differ from the World
in this, as wel] as in many pther Ways of
thinking ; for in my Opinion, the Trads
* of that Company is-goingw Ruin, and

the Mgnagsers ought ta be ‘punifh’d as
Enemies. to, the commen Good of their
Countey. - This- perbaps may feem 2
lictla@ftrange, I muft. therefore be the
more pacticular in egpleining of it.

The Profit-of a Marchaot: depends upe
on felling-the Commedities - he deals in.
at a dearex Price, than whar they coit
&im: The dearer he fells, the oore Profit
he has. No Merchant can fell long. at
an extravagant Price, Becaule odher
People will - take Nouce of the great
Profit he. makes, and . will enter into the
fame Trade, and thenicvery one willen«
deavour to' feH cheaper-thaa another,
thereby to eahance the Trade to him-
felf, and to exclude all ¢he refy. If in
deed, a Company, or ‘e-Merchaat: has
an exelufive Privilege, that is 10 fay, a
Monopoly by Law cftablifp’d, he may
fell az what Rate be pkafes, for any
Danger he isin-from bis fellow Subjetls;

they cannot take up the fame Trade, be~
caufe they are excluded by Law: But
if the Compuny, or Merchamt, by Vir-
tue of this legal Moaopaly makes an ex»
~ travagant Profit, Foreigners wiﬂwsa!kc
Notice




Notiee of it, and will immediately begin
to drive the fame Trade they cannot be
excluded by A& of Parliament; and tho®
at firft they muft be at ap extraordinary
Expence, yet if they content them{elves
with a fmall Profit, d{cy may fell as Cheap
as our monopoly Meschant : They never
offer to feH Cheaper till they get themielves
well Eftablifld in the Trade, thenindeed
they will begin to underlell our Exclus«
five Company or Merchaat; but then
uh;;mo late .fmibimﬁiﬁhk%%w of it,
they being well Efablifh’d io the Trade,
can fell as Cheap as he can do for his
Heart, and therefore they muft be, at
leaft, Sharers with him in the Bufinefs,
in fpite of what he can do. This is oae
Difadvantage then accrues to a Country
by an Exclufive Company’s taking a great
Profit ; it invites, and enables Foreigaers
to fet up the fame Trade, which they
would never have dong, or been able to
have dong, if the Company had contente
ed shemfelves with a fmall Profit. =~ -
Another Difadvantage is, that it hurts
the general Trade of the Country, and
diminifhes the Confumpt of its Manu-
faétures : It’s a certain Rule, that the
Cheaper any Commodity, ' or asy Manu<
fa&ure is fold, the more of it is confumed ;
and it’sas certain a ;}/Iaxim, that it’s bet-
« 34
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ter for a Country to have a great Deal of
theit Manufatores confumed, tho® they
be- fold Cheap, than to have lictle con-
fumed, tho’ fold Dear. It’s better for a
‘Country to have a hundred Pieces of
‘Cloth ‘confumed, which fold at" 2000 1.
‘thaw to have but fifty Pieces of the fame
‘€loth 'confumed, tho’ they fold at the
fame Value, wiz. 2000 1. The fame Sum
. Tis indeed gained, but the nieking of one

‘hundred Pieces of Cloth, “will ¢mploy
-double the’ Number of Pcople that the
‘making of fifty’Pieces of the fame Cloth
‘will maintain.” If any Efglifh Merchant

‘expoits three hundred Pieces of Englith:

‘Cloth ; for Example to Mufisvy, and
fells them there for 201 pér Piece,- which
amounts to Soool. the making of thefe
“threchundred Pieces ' of Cloth' eimployed,
-and maintained perhaps three hundred ‘of

our poeor People:. The Mefchant finding

‘that he has a Monopoly of this Trade,
_raifes the Price’of his C¥o¢hto 30 L. per
Piece: This Cloth, by this'Means, beco
‘ming-véry Dear in that Country, nope
‘but the richeft Sort of People /will wear
‘it ; the inferiour Rank wilt tZﬁ:ﬁt them-

| of Cloth,
‘which they either make themfelves, or
-get from other Countries ; and the richeft
*Sort of -Peeple being few in Number, the
' Confumpt

L ot a i bed B3 . 104 O md’:‘mbg ﬁ
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Confumpt of that Cloth muft diminifh
one Third at leaft; fo the Merchant, in-
ftead of three hundred, ‘{clls but two hun-
dred Picces of that Cloth. The fame Sum
indeed is returned to the Country, and the
Merchant makes more Profit than he did ;
but then the making of thefe two hundred
Pieces, will’ maintaia but rwo hundred of
our W People ; fo that ‘one hundred of
them who lived formerly by thag Trade,
muft either go Abroad, and fertle the
Trade in another Country, or muft ftarve
at Home, or_bc maintaired Idle by the
Publick. A Merchant then, - by ‘taking
veat Profit, doesa certain and vifible Pre-
judice to his’ Country. One mmb;e&,
and fay, that the Merchans makes his great
Profit upon_the Returns he makes from
that Country, to which he Trades, ex-
clufive of all our other Subjeéls ; and this
Way he does g harm to his Country, . but
upon the €ontrary, does good to it, by
preveatiog, the great Confumption of Fo-
reign Comrodities in eur own Couatry.
Leg us exanun him in this Subterfuge.
The Returos he makes,

gros he makes, be cither Te-
exporty,. and fells thear to"an Advantage
in Foreign Couatries, or they areall conz,

famed in ourown. Ifhe re-exports th

the cheaper he fefls them Abroad, the J

more of them are confumed, which en-
D F a2  comrages
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cdurages the Countty from whence he

fetches them, to take many of our Com-
~modities, and encreafes our Shipping in
that Trade, and fo if the Merchane fells

his re-exported Goods dear, he does a
Prejudice to his Country. ,

If they are all confumed at Homte, they
are either Commodities which we have
neceflary Ufe for, or Commodities for
Luxury®; if they be fuch as we have ne-
ceffary Ufe for, he does a great Harm to
his Country by, felling them dear, becaufe
it enhances the Price of all our Manufac-
tures in which they are neceffarily em-
ployed, and fo hinders their Confumpt,
or it raifes the Wages of Workmen, who
muft-ufe them for their Subfiftance.

- If they are’ Commodities which are on-
Iy neceflary for our Luxury, he is an ar-
rogant Merchant who pretends to judge a-
‘boutit: It is the Government’s Part to

- judge in that,and it’s they only who ought
t6 endeavour to prevent it, by layinga
heavy Excife upon the Ufe of thefe Com-
modities. I would have People, when
they read. this, refle® a little upon the

Value of our Eeff-India Stock at prefent,

#’nd the great Trade, we hear, the Often-
®lers now: begin to drive to that Coun-

zry : The only Way a Company can raife
the Value of their Stock, without pre-
- judicing
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judicing their own Trade, or the com-
moa Good of their Country, is by fetling
Colonies, and acquiring Territories in the
Countries ‘they triade to; and this is the
Way the Dutch Esft-India Company has

fo raifed the Price of their Srock. .
When 21 Cominy is effablifhed in a
Country for fettigg up' any new Branch
of Trade, chey are then obliged to beat
fuch a great Expence in hiring and bring-
ing Wotkmien from otherCountries, in pro-
viding Ships anid Materials, and in build-
ing Forts, that oeicher they nor private
Men can - welt fugporc it by the Ad-
',ﬁ 3: : gzgm be ma e'F;cc ‘ namy ’I‘hr:rde a;d its
rft Begianing, efpecially where Mer-
chants of othg ijintric‘g are already in
Poffeffiont of it: Therefore in chefe Cir-
cumftances the Government ought to lend
a helping Hand.. We ought to foliow the
Example of our wife Neij; Ebour_s theDuzch.
At the firft Eretion of their Esff-India
Company, the States not only lent them
their Credit, but buile Forts for them,
and enter’d into 'Treaties with the 4/
atick Powers upon their Account, which
fmall Expence thieit Government has had
no Occafion to repent of. - }
So likewife at the firft fetting up of 2
new Trade our Government ought to be
at all the extraordinary Charges. If th'erbe-
‘ y
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by the Country gains a new Branch of
Trade, it is Seed fown by the Govern-
ment 10 good Ground, they will, in Time,
reap twenty, thirty, perhaps a hundred

Fold. j
In my poor Opinion, the Government
ought always to be aeethe Charge of alt
Forts, * Garrifons and publick Treaties
with foreign Princes. . The Advantage of
any Trade carry’d on by a publick Com-
pany, not exclufive, redounds. as much to
the Improvement and Profit of our Coun-
try in General, as the Advantage of a
Trade carried on. by private Merchants :
It’s juft therefore the Country in general,
that is, the Government, fliould bear the
Expence of it: It’s the broad Way to
the Ruin of any Trade, to oblige the
Merchants who carry it “on, to beara
great Expence about it ; The Merchants
indeed, or a trading Company, are the
beft Judges wheré Forts are neceflary,
what Sort of Forts, and who ought to
be Governors; and therefore the building
of Forts and naming of Governorfought
to be by the Advice of the Company or
Merchants concerned, and  the Govern-
ment ought to to take fpecial Care that
thefe Governors give equal Encourage-
ment to the Company, and to all private
Men of our own Subje&ts trading tbP:lhefcg _
’ ace
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Places, fo as that the Compary, by the
rtial Adminiftration of thefe Governors
¢ not able to difcourage other Subjecls
from carrying on that Trade upon their
. own private ““Accounts, and thereby to
make a2 Monépoly of it to themfElves ; for
“all ‘Monopolies' are - deftruftive to Trade,
except that"fourdled upon’ under-felling

every Bodyelfe.”” - 0
For thefe Reafons, as I think, exclufive
Companies ‘in 2ny Branchof Trade; of
i&mdﬁ*dméefqué_cmfeqméei fo'I think
*" publick Companies: not exclufivé, advan-
tagious * to - eyery ‘Branch “of “Trade in
which - they-are eftabliféd, and"abfolute-
- 1y neeeflary- for fetting up any new Branch

P

'off,:T'ra'de: AP o :

The Stock employed in Trade: by pub-
lick Compatics, generally beléings to Peo-
ple who do not underftand Tride, or who
aré ‘otherways employed : “which Stock
would lie dead, or. be only " Iaid out up-
on Intereft, if there were -no 'publick
Companies; they may fell cheaper thana
private Man “will ‘do, and' they dre abler
to bear the Lofs; which is almoft ine.
vitable at the firft fetting up of any
Trade, which other People are already in
Pofleflion of. - S

- They being provided with a confide-
rable Stock, and great Credit can be g:‘
Pt the
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the extraordinary Charges neceflary for
beginning any new Trade, where Work-
men are to be brought fom other Couns
tries and allow’d ’extravagantWags to ens
tice them to leave their Native Homes.

Private Men may proje& very swell, but
their Projefls always ftand in Need of
fome Afliftance from the Governomeant, if
they be about fetting up any new and ex-
tenfive Trade: A Company may have the
Benefit of the Projetls of feveral private
Men, and will be abler to judge which o

they judge with lefs Prejudice ; and they
will be much more capable to- procure
the Affiftance neceffary from the Govern-
ment, than any private Merchant cap

pretendto. - o7
All this will appear more plain by ex.
amining the feveral Bragches. of the Fifh-
ing Trade in particular, which is the next
Thing tobedone. = = P
" The three great and profitable Fifhings
in the World .we have a better Title to
than any Country whatfgever, and yet
we have almoft no Partof cither. Thefe
three, as I have faid are, The Fifhing for
Cod upor the Coafts Newfosndland ; The
‘Whale and Cod Fifhing at Greenland and
Iceland, And the great Fifhing upon our
own Coafts for Cod, Herrings and mal,zl:y
. other
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otheér forts of Fith. If I am hot mifids
form’d, there might be a great many
Whales taken about our own Northern
and Weftern Coafts .and Ifles; a plin
Proof of it I think is, that thereiare
large Whales often come afhoar upon: the
Coafts of Scotland; and: are kill’d there
by the Country Peoples = b

We have been fo hofpitable,as toadmie
Strangers; either to a full Pofleffion;or
to a good Share of every Part of our
Fifhing-Trade, except that ‘of Salmon; -
Pilchardsy and Red-Herrings, which they
cannot poffibly come at; yea, evenour
Salmon Trade, we have by our Mif
management render’d much worfe and
lefs “profitable to the Country thaa. it
might be: One may.fay, we have loft
every Thing but our Ears; and them we
would have loft too, if they: had been
loofe. 0
I fhall firft examin the Fifhing upen
our - own Coafts, where 1-fhall ‘eadea-
vour to difcover the ‘Means whereby-we
have loft it: The Natwural Advantages
we have beyond others for carrying it
on: And the moft profitable Way of .re~
soveringit. ...
- The principal Reafon why the Datch
have prevail’d over .us.in this Trade, and
fqeez’d us entirely out of it, is in ‘my

' G Opinion,
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Opinion, The Lownefs of the Intereft of
Money in their :Country, and the ex-
wavagant Heighe of it in: ours. The
Dwtep :Meschants -for many. Years ' paf;
paid-but. three or. four per Gentiofar shie
Money they borrowed 10 trade . wivh, and
our:Mgerchants: paid eight; or at-lealt fix
per Cent. for anyMency they borrow’d
mmhpby npun"hade*. e VIR
.imalgﬂ efnrthe?a.;: I. fhall _m.!kﬁ ‘No<
tice thatit’s. the.fame thing, whether.a
Mechant employs bis own. Stack, or bor.
mnisig’fmk; %‘md:uoévh;nhdm ta.be

’d upon Trade: When bhe-borrows
;:m another Many his:ncat Profitis no
more than whac-he makes over and a~
bove -the Intereft he pays for the Money

borrow’d ; -and when he makes ufe-df ns
own Steck, he caunts his Profit:aftcr the
fame Way ;" He deducesall Charges, and
the Intereft he might have had th it;ttmg

18 : ~If "he ¢an

bis: ‘Momey: out’: to. Eoan. -

make littie or :nombre by his Trade, than
he.cotld make by laying - his Stock out
upoa Ufury, he:cangos, (if his Stock is
fmajl) live .upon the Profic- hei makes iw
that . Trade, he muft tura himfelf to an-
other ; and if his Stock is great, he choofes
rathet to live adley upon the Inyereft: of
his Monsy, thanbe at the Pains. so carry

w10 L S T G = * 3
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ona Trade, whereby lie makes mgﬂmer
Mvanta - /NS TR B VT .

. I fhaltlikeways nﬁMQMt the hfgﬁet
“-t&e Intereftis - m a Codiiry; she mordtlie

nony’d ity that 'Coiiitey’ vatus ielr
Pains‘andProudle; ‘and> ¢he fewer  Aictd-
ficers thecé°are’ in- the Chutitry, - Whisee
Moneyis ‘gt four: pe¥ €ents Intereft; a
Merchahtowill thinkVhimfelf * well'Re-
warded for'His Pains; if'he ¢af make ”ﬁx
por- Cem 2 Freit Dy - " Trade: ‘Bur i
Cotinrry - where'  Maéney <pays agﬁt
Cent.: Ineorsits no-Mevelane ‘will be ‘coa-
tent Witly ted por Cead, Profit upon Trade,
He: mekes a8 much réak Profit a5 ‘tle ‘o-
‘ther:; “bue e’ ‘confiders’ that in - the- ovher
-Gauntry, ‘thie Creditor;” or'lie who lends
the Money, his but ewo Thirds of the -
Profit, and the Merthdnt one Third:
Whercas:in -his Country the Lender has
four Fifths, and he but one Fifth,. The
Tender’s great ‘Advantagé in preportion
to: his; gives-him the Spleeq; and ‘makes
him 1o a‘t'ﬁinsf *d with ‘hi3" Frade, that
if ke can'live idle'without it; mwm do
it, which’#akes -the  Number of Mer-
cﬂants i % Contitry very fmaB a‘nd of
zaconﬁdera&e Seocks.”  ”

. 0 erWags nakes few and | poor Work-
heén or Amificers; for in a Country where

| lmetei’c is-ax exght per Cenz, and the

Trade
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T anerally: runs-at-cwelve ,fer Cm,
Pﬁimmdﬁlu ray by i
Jive L t, may by his
5'0%?&’ ang, ‘ﬂﬁ g, make
T!mr;y-wck’mnd,pf neat ?ﬂa&ﬂ Yearly:
Whereas i '3.Coppiry where: the. Monsy
pays;but four. fﬂ! Gent. Intescft,. and. the
Trade.is . carry’d on .at fix pey
Cewt.: P,ro n of- two Huadred
Poupd.. Staclg, md Credit for. as much,
capaotlive asa , Merchant; focing the moft
he can make, s -but fixtecn - Pound . Profit
Yearly, which will not mzintaia- him in
a Country where Provifions are dear, as
they always. are; where tho Intereft: uf
Money is low, - He mufk therefore breed
himfelf. to fome ‘mechanick Employment,
;hns augments the Number of Artificers,
and makes -them richer 3ad better
Ttl;adefmen in this Coumry, -thaa in thc
Cr.

It’s the Intereﬁ qf evcry Country, to
forcg theic mody’d - People to value their
own Trouble at the loweft Rate poffibls,
which can only -be done b - Gal “ﬁ&them

ive their Moueyat an eaf the
fefs\ Value they put upos :heu- mublc
and Pains, the lefs Proﬁt they will be
content wich, and the lefs Profit they de-
mand, the. greater will .be the Export of
Manufa&urcs,;nd the more of the rgcbl’cg-

pe




agvd g‘wﬁi ),biﬂh il
W WiHCHN} tly
mr “the Numbers, o@»i@hphmwﬁs
one rich Man’s;applyiag bimfelf;to- hu&-
ot Tl

ex-who i3 1L
cother c@mmmmn stheir fvesd.; and 5
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cerwinly- of eyery: Gountsyitadiaye, eheir
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. Bur o resurn; so:the-fithing: Buﬁmfs.
ther Dntdm Me&mm: who pay’d- hax
:ehmqa oL Gam mﬁﬁ -shoughe e

, mrpm ﬁp@ L gﬁ,,w :h@ m%éc fix
Gt | . fithing
£ hmhs fena a Shipoout tothe

| ,,Es%ng. hcquﬁdcred whag 1Stock . Of

Moncy be eby:. cmplo{;__; whea the
Ship retmed lo,adsd sv ithy, hemade
aup: his. Accouass.of :Mogey h;é out,: and
of Fxfh returied; . be cexported the Filh
agam, -and - afser: cmatu;g,a& Cofts upon
curing 20d expart, he foundhe could fell
his.Fith in -the Foreign- ‘Magkes at fucha
Price,. ‘and have fix or e;ghgger&qt clear
Gain to himfelf : By fuch a Profic he
{hqugh: he -was. weil -rewarded for his
Pains, and .therefore he defired no greater
Price. than: wha; wnuld yseld hun that
Profit.. ,‘
T Upoa
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. Upon-the'othor Hand, ithe Englifh Mer-
chant' who -pay’d fix or-eight ff-?cm. In-
terefly wuas not fatisfied -witli- his Trade,
valéfs b could ‘make 140816 per Cens.
;!!réﬁtgitl’lltfis_‘fia;&i much ‘in-Proportion- to
the Inwerel Paitl, as che Daribmen made
. 4hie- (dne Trade ; but-the Ewglifh Mer~
chant faw, that if_be employ’d'any Sieck
upon’ the'fifhiing Trade, No could demand
no-more-fof “his’ Fifh in the-Foreign Mare
ket, than the -Dusch ‘demmandéd for -the

lefs prime;Coft wpon his PifRiog than t
Dutch Marchant, yet he féﬁﬂ? by Com-
pucation, - ehat if he fold his Fifli' at the
fame-Prics the Dusch did; be would fake
but cight-or. ten per CewrProfic; Thishe
did not think worth-his Pains, and: chere-
fore he eicher applied himfelf to fome o
ther Tradé by which he could make more
Profit, or he refolyed tol ﬁ{ ott-his Stock
upon Inteteft, -and live cafily upon the re-
turns it made him that-way.:” For -this
Reafon all our Merchants-gave' up . the
fifhing Trade upon our' ewn Coafls:to
the Datch, as ‘a Trade -not” worth. the
keeping. IR
What -makes it more plain that this
lownefs of Intereft is -the chief Reafoa
why the Dasch have beat us out of the
Fifhing, i5, That tho’ we havcﬂneve# €ne
: 7 deavoured
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deavoured to fit out Ships for’ ‘Rithidg ;
et we hawﬂw:g hed Yuch'a Trade ups
oh dur own Coa ﬁmﬂ ‘Bowts; thie
we-tave not bnly ferved dﬂtfé{wﬁf*
evenhave - fent: fomerimés %Cn 4o
beyand -Sess.. - Fihte Reafon” of*which “is;
"Thie our poor Filhermen who go Gur ‘it
their Kcté: ai‘dagswri&d catch’ %ﬁ “for! ;}wﬁa
have no”Stoe “at'a o

m the Trade; - iheyemy léy ﬂo‘;fé‘ﬁ b
their ‘own Labé@!r nd a > the
Rest they ‘y wﬂ

the ‘beerty a § s
they-are et xg‘poahtheiﬂm!’é*mﬁ#i'
1ag Tackle 1s7fo mconﬁ’deaaﬁb ;t‘s
nox v de reclioned on. - Th en
extredmly Poer;” they defite ho thore -

their‘Frade bue their daily Bread; an‘d*ﬁa-
ving no Intereft at all to pay'or: t’ﬁfcaunf
Prof, s

they’ demand o' fittle hat we pet
ouf Fifh from thém at a much edfier’ ’Kare
th Y5 poffible, even for:the friifal Dufch
1o’ at. BF 6ur own Catintrifmien were
M to' fend : ot Ships r ‘carching
Fifh- 85 ¥he"Durch are ‘néceflitare: to
ddf ‘e would foonhave soFifhing 7t aff;
oti{tich a Thinig a5’ Fitherman ; the Dafti}
wollld underfel s at cur dwil vi - Ports,
a3 Well as ehiey 86 at others’; but fof ¢
we hive God dnd good Naraie: 10 fbaai&
andﬂbtw own good Condul.” =~

@m
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- Our Merchants who fead our Fifh be=
yond Seas, buy not their Fifh till the end
of the Scafon, that they have Occafion to
fend their Ships to France, Italy, or Spaiw,
for Wines and other Commodities, or to
the Baltick for Iron or Naval Stores ; chen
rather than fead their Ships with Ballaft,
shey buy what Fifh they can get from
our poor. Fifhers and fend them, trufting
to their returns for the moft of their Pro-
fit; Befides, by buying late they fave near
haif a Years Intereit of theic Money which
the Dusch fithing Merchant who fends
out his Ships the beginning of the Seafon,
15 obliged 1o pay. This enables them -t0
fell their Fith as cheap as the Datck do
in Foreign Markets, cfpecially now our
Intereft being brought fo near to what ic
is in Holland. . , I

If the Fifhing by thefe lictle Boats were
certain we could carry on by their:means
a much greater fifhing Trade than wedo,
notwithftanding the Advantage the Dateb
have of us by their low Iatereft : Bus the
Fifhing this way is fo uncertain, that a
Merchant cannot depend upon the Fith
taken by thefe fmall Boats as a fure way
to employ his Stock. This uncertaiaty is
the Reafon that few or none of our Mer-
chants follow this Trade principally, it’s
only by the bye, when they can ggtélo

other
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otherCommeditios fix so e cxportedaw the
-Place he 5 s fend hisShip. so41  And thvs
Searcity M«ehw i6-agpin: the;Rear
fon. thag;. Caalt ‘Towns- have negver
@:rm th;@xwhan asc -able 10
Live. by ahe ggmmfm the Coun-
M}g& n‘meghamfppwgs
sg% therr gﬁm often a Drug
wghtgn & E¥i« gmgo% get 2
Mer t-t0 gsr:g <10 a Horeiga
Maﬁzl» m&h%ywam mnb 10 dor k¢
m W%ommh ofgqeﬁstggjgs
to. take qut;: Manufadl ff .of ~she
:Hanés aofnen%;pwr Ma M&urex;,waggl

“”iy igi Markets,. is

ﬁaps ‘Reafo of the Decay O&Wﬁ
len Magufa&lure and’ Complaiats of : our
E;ctamgs. Sgt of thxsap mo;;e g& sm-

. Am;ag} fmsher cenﬁfgs {gyha: Jr fgy ﬂ-
bgn; the Lowsefsof Inseselt is, That finge.
-ousIntereft was-reduced 1G5 ger Cens. there
‘has been. mors Fithexported in one Year
:han .was fer, many, Ycags before in two.
‘For tho? ous Iatereft is not as yet bro
.near tothat in -Hallandy yet the Difference
is-lefs.than it was; fo that the Cheapaoefs
of our -prime Coft in the Fifhing aimeft

makes it up o
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. "Phe many Difcouragenents the North
Parts of Britain, which lie' moft conveni-
ent for the Fithiag Trade) mist with be-
Yore ‘the Union, and the ‘#tural Pride
and Eazinefs of ‘that People, contribared
mtch likeways' fowards the “Advantige
‘of the Darch. Bur now the Govérment
will- find it the Faveret 'of fhie Nation 'fo
enéourage tHefk -People in ‘their TFrade,
a5 ‘thuch ds'afly other of fHeif 'Subjets,
and- their contiudl Intefcoie With the
trading People of Ewngland, Wil -1 hépe,
teach  chem,” dlidy - 16s no wiys ‘befow a
‘Gendeman €6 “be 2-Merchifit, #nd thdc
‘165 a Critire “for -afly Mar ‘%0 live iy
apon: what lis -Fatler’s Tndiftéy Has pré-
waa Wi, - ft & e L b Sl AL .
AL otif irfi fertlingin the Wefs Indres,
2id deginningthe Plaatatien Teade, ‘otir
Merchants made fuch a vaft Profit,'that
fhoft: of “theim *@ira’d - their ‘Stoéks: that
‘Way, and the- g€t Advantage we inade
‘byit, added to°the Difdain “we matu
‘have. of Trades;” wliere We' tan expe
but a {mall Profie,“which is-anethier Rea-
fon for our meglélting fo- much the Fifh-
‘ing Trade ; But the "Profit’ of that Trade
coming now fo-a ‘more moderate Stan-
dard, I hope we wil -again begin to
think that the Fithing Trade is worth
our Pzins, z2ndapply 1011 accordingly.

e




The Iatareﬁ of Monc has a rea.dy
been lgwer’d by A& « f‘l’);rhqme ;

I hope if is.car be demonfirats, t 1.':
i H ceffary.. for apgmenting. the

of 't tipp, to ppn ;t yet lows s

the ar agmnt wa €0 in I;Q at,
l;nc ves. me the %o th1

nox on Qw; Iuihx ads, fmt Iikﬂr

wife . other %;aqchﬁg of “Trade,

are m a 2ir Way o “Improvement,. .

I thipls I peed ngr take up giuch
Tims 19 y ou ‘“ix tusal 4dvap-
tages.we: have above’ 16, for car-

ng on ;hcffhw)g upén_our Coaffs:

Are_gyident ;p £ cry Bod -1 We

‘ ergatnly operty m this
L G
21l grhey )" ﬁ eys:n by Force
of Arms, if they gifer tQ £Qme upon QuF
Coafts 'a “our’ W}ﬂ” I koow no
Rea{o W5¥ we have ngt dooe fo, ‘un-

lcfs €y ‘eﬁat we “d o Bt thmfk the. T:ads:
he' kcetxl?ngk ‘ﬁ ut ir feems the

do’ net t o, for they were
akways at the’ Pains to procure a Licence
under ‘the ‘Great Seal of “England, for
%ﬂug@ upon our Coafls, ill the Cmi
ars »canac o in King Charles the Fir’s
Time. (They have lkeways paid to
our Kw s a.good Trbute for this Li-

hcr.ty, and in many of their Edidls, they
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call’it, Tbe Gdlgz)“ we t&eir Cammon
Weatth. ~If ‘my “Gounteé{-ieh. “have -
e &8 s

orce o ‘
0 dp it; p fbgy
1ake maé

fe ans

l? k dﬂt)
Bfaxds’*’f d;h for foftar and e‘aﬁer

thods.  *° e
%ﬂ olr Sifudtx&ﬁ, we ‘are ma ¢hin
‘bb‘tﬁtb ‘the .Pla o g
Places of Sale, than the D&:tb" ‘or* ‘ariy
other Nitidn' A’ great part of Stir Fifhe
i Trade for’ white Herriligs ‘may be
carry*d on’by ‘large’ Boats,, which ‘may
go'out in ‘tlit Morning froni: our Ports,

and ‘returnar Night, bf/: wrich  means
we ‘can get ‘our Fith much fooner dur’d,
‘4nd “made “ready’ for Expm‘t"than ‘the
Dutch can'doy whd muft return to ‘their
owh* Countty with - their Fifh; ~ before
they'can g ack’ a‘ﬁd export ‘then, fo that

“we" 'may be eigh rgs fooner at every
’M!rket *wuh"b ’“Fx

tham‘ the Dmb

o b o he' Dutch - B
- By computi the  Dute X nce
ﬁ);tm og;: E%he “Wear -and" Tep:r of
therr Sh:ps and T, ackle, and theProvifiohs
‘and “Wages of their Seamen, it’s reckon’d
that every Barrel of Hemngs, as- they
' are
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ate taken out of th&ﬂct cofts “them “fix
Shtljmgs p;t Vﬁhtm‘s our ‘Sea-
men tpon ‘C&sﬁs will-*deliver” foch
'Hemngs atorft mg péc*“‘Bar

g’ g it
fu be ‘at W Hitle' more
‘E ée‘t nWm’e,m" ‘,out

s and Srovid
et N’ ,ﬂv&"fhﬁe p
s AT

it will not ei
Pence per wl‘é 5-and fipce wfh;avc
‘Ciask - and. Sﬂt as’ ck s%‘” “the* Dmb
and ‘may provide our Ships-cheaper.
cantrot “but under fell thezir*xp' Fot&tgn
‘Markets, u‘nfefs“ we demand’ an ex;ravﬂ-
gaht Profit.’

“We ‘have ‘afl’ “thefc ‘Advanta ﬁ lxke-

‘ways in our ing; and

tha¥ ‘we may" eaﬂfy:gxfg:c?xg’ ouf" Cod’a{hoti'
and dry them after the ‘manner of ‘the
‘Poor- ack of “Newfoundland,* which iv’s
ampoflible the Dusth can doi-- =

" “Letus now exdrhin which is the moft
“probable W"arof Yecovering this: Fifher

“Trade,” We muft’ certainly -the fir
“Place, correft the Faules 1 “have taken
‘Norice of, which ‘made the- Dutch get the
‘beteer of us* in'this Trade; pamcularly
‘we muft-bring the- Intereft of ‘Money, a
Teatt, one per Cent. lower than it is..
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i i"hie- haw bsben ot oP ﬂﬁs‘ﬂ%ﬁw
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ot but 1thie Dardimen: %ef@iwnt
of their Trade and fpedl *his Biths ter
Perhaps, 'the ﬁ‘;my e JRﬁthﬁ“a ifetle,
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I am afraid be will- make but a. forry

#ccovat-of bis Profit.- " ... - ..
.4 wary;Metchant, -who confiders 3}
this great Advance and . Hazard, will-nog
.readily. vengure upon ity for all the Profis
he:can:poffibly expetk by.:thiy Trade,
which by-its Nature yiclds no gms«%g ‘
fit . to-the Merchang;  but an @x.traquﬁ;
nary Advantage to the Republick.. " .
-~ If- we lopk into the Herring Trade, ;we
{hall find it labours under much the: fame
Difficulsies :: We may, indeed, carry ona
- ligtle of this Trade ~by: onr.opea Boats
near the Shear, -but show uncertain  tins
Way is, our:.Merchaats, : Dealers in this
‘Way, havg cxperienc’d; thefe two Years

by gone. - Thefe little; Boats cannor gp
in Search -of the Shoalsof, Herring, they
fucceed not unlefs the Shoals comengar
the. Shoar-to them, which sever-happens
if the Wind- chances to blow hard from
the Sea, for the Shoals of Herring, (as.
has been. often - remark’d) generally .go

agaioft-the Wind. - .o -
~QOur.only Recourfe then. is to a fith-
ing Company eftabliftied by A& of Par-
liament, 'and encouraged and proteéied
by the Government. It will be nogreat
Lofs to fuch a Company to beltow a
thoufand Pounds or two the firft ‘Year
upon Dutch Sailors- to teach sheir- gxdwn

» en
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Me#t the Trade. Suppofe they fent out-
the firft Year cen Sail of ers to.the
Cod Fifhing; and as maay to the Fithing
for white Herrings, a hundred, or a hune
dred and ten Dutch. Seamen, expert in
that Bufinefs; would ferve them fuffici-
ently, that is, Five Dutchsmen in every
one of their Cod-Fithers;and fix Gippers
and Packers in-every ome of their Her.
ring - Fifhers ; they might. put ten- or
twelve of onr own Countrymen aboard
every Ship.for learning the Trade, which
they would do.in one. Seafon, the Art
not being difficult: By this Means they
might fend ont thirty Sail to each Fifhing
the . Year_  following, and would never
- ftand in need of more Dutch Artifts; fo
that the third or fourth Year, they would
be.able to. vye with the Dasch, and foon
after would - prevent, and underfell them
in. all. Foreign Markets, ‘and o' engrofs

the whole Trade to our-own Country,
_The -Fifhing: Ships - fent. out by “this
Company, would bein no Danger. of be-
ing mafter’d. by the. Dusch, if they hap-
pen’d. to- fall in with their Fleet, -which
any private Ship would be:; fér the Dazch-
are now turn’d fo faucy, that.even in-
our own Seas, they difturb-the-Fithing
of our own Ships, if they -happen to-meet”
~with them ; buc th;y would have a little

R more
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more Regard to the Company’s Ships,
theyggkn:g that »thc.GovnmP:?e):xt would
be - eafily engag’d in the Company’s
Quarrel, and..would Revenge the leaft
Jadignity offer’d” to them; by which,
they would run the Hazard of beingen.
tirely beat out of 'that Golden Mine of
Theirs, The Fifhing apon our Coafts,
As to our Greewiand and ' Iceland Trade,
People who have any Knowledge of the
Hiftory of our Trade, know, that we
had once the whole Greenland Trade in
our Poffeflion, and that it is now fo eaw
tirely loft to the Dareh, that we buy
from Folland, at very dear Rates, Whale-
bome and other Commodities brought by
them from Greexdaand. Lo T
~The Duaich havejofiled us out of this
Trade, by the fame Way by which they
ftole .into the Fifhing Trade, upon oue
Coafls, viz. By reducing the Intoreft of
Money, which enabled their Merchants
to-carry om this Teade at fuch:a fmall
Profit, that ~dur- Merchants would nos
be at the Pains to Trade any longer this
Way, fince they_<ould propofe to make.
no greater Profit than what the Dusch
madeby ie. - .. o
. But if we-bave a Mind to recover-
this - Trade; - we ~want . not - Edcourages-
mem, from the Advantages, we by Na-
- ture

~




(59)

ture enjoy ; many of our Ports and Har-
“bours lic’ nearer to Greemland, by at lealt
three Days failing, thaa any of the Ports
of . Hollend, which makes the Greemland
and. Jccland Trade, much eafier and
cheaper to us, than to them. We can
North of Scosland, than shey can do .in
Holland ; and the moft, parc.of the Ia-
habitants;of our  Norshern Ifands being
bred to ths-Sea, aad.-ready. to ferve: for
a fmall Hire, ‘we, can;never want Seamen
for that-Trade, at lefs- Wages than. the
Dutch Merghant can have them : Then.we
need to-have the moftof them; nolpnges
than the very Time: of. our Fifhing, for
we can take them up -upen.the North
Coafls of Scorland, and. she Hles as we go
out, and 3flepa as we regurp-shere agaio
we may, pay them. off, and fer them. a-
{hoar, whereas the- :Deteh are obligid -to
bring all theit Men' from Home with
them, and carry them back there again,
which obliges their Merchants to pay the
Seamen atleall fix Days Wages, perhaps -
a Months Wages, more than we need
pay the moft of ours. All thefe Advan--
tages, muft certaioly enable us to carry
on this Trade much cheaper than the

Duzch can do,

12 - BJ%'.




(60 )

But if we cannot propofe to fet up the
Fifhing upon our own Coafts, without
cftablifhing a Fifhing Company, we much
lefs can propofe to fet up this Trade, which
requires greater- Ships, more Materials,
and more Men than our Home Fifhings ;
nor can one Ship do any good at all in
this Trade, unlefs by great Chance. For
recovering of this-Trade therefore, it is
neceffary to eftablith a publick' Company
with a large Stock to enable them to fend
.out a good Fleet, and to bear-a little
Lofs the ficft Year. In a few:Years our
own Seamen will get fuch aa Infight in
the Trade, that we can carry it on al-
‘ways after at @ much eafier prime Coft,
than the Dautéh or any other Nationcan do,
by which- we muft, at laft, engrofs this

whole Trade likewife to ourfelves, -
-1 muft now turn to the other fide of
- the Globe, and ‘enquire a'little into the
fithing Trade upon the Coafts of New-

foundband. -
- This Ifland was firt difcover’d at the
Charges of Henry VII. King of - England;
and afterwards in the Year 1483, if I
right remember, one Gilberts took Pofs
feflion of it in Name of Queen Elizabeth,
about which Time we began our fifhing
upon that Ceaft, which encreas’d {o pro-
digioufly, that abour the Ysar 1600, f;r
a listle
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a little after, it’s computed that there
were fent from the Weft of England, two
hundred and fifty Sail of Ships yearly to
the fithing Trade upon the Coafts of that
Ifland, where it’s faid, the Fifh are fo
plentiful, thac three Men ina Boat at Sea
to take Fifh, and as many .afhoar to
drefs and dry them, may in thirty Days
Time, kill and prepare for Export, thirty
thoufand Fifh, and maintain themfelves
all the while, which, ata Penny a Fifh,
with the Train Qil at five Pounds, comes
to a hundred .and thirty Pounds all clear
Profit, brought in to their Country by
thefe fix poor Fifhermen; and if they
continued to work the whole Year at
this Rate, their, Couatry would be en-
rich’d by their Labour one thoufand five
hundred and fixty Pounds, Can the Go-
vernment then refufe any Encouragement
- or Reward to thefe Fifhers; or. thofe who
employ them ? I am afraid they feldom
have many Minifters of State who fo
well deferve to be rewarded, for if the
Fifh taken by them,in a Year’s Time,
were worth one thoufand five “hundred
and fixty Pounds upon the Ifland, we
may expe& that our Countrymen, by
exporting them, would return at leait

 double that Sum, wviz. three thoufand one
hundred and tweaty Pounds to our Coun-

Sel ¥
VS
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try ; tho’ it’s not to be f fed tha
any’ fix M en would \lcdee;ppo wcﬂ'{]hg

whole Y aynd ; yet ic’s ve éq'flm
that wﬂ:ﬁ tﬂ ha}x're a Ni‘chrxy ng
t s, eV onth
f and ‘our’ m&?& would §§ al-
ways thriving exn:rao:dmatily in Tome
Place or other. I only mention what’s
above, to give Peop?efouu Idea . of the
vaft Riches ‘might “be ‘made by this
T‘Zd d beides chis il
n t u the
. Coaffs for dry Fiih,orl'%f?abnp:? they
call them, thert is 2 mof¥ Lu’dxany Fifhe
Lo
ank tpwar o
where _they fiy the Cod-ifk are fomie-
m ‘ that ode M’Ia{no ma%h
2 hundre m in an_Hoyr
wfmn cm-ed xs reckunzd‘ w&'th’ five or'

deproﬁxable Trade we' have, lc:ﬂ2
;g this Nemfousdland B
ifion_ and Rempnfira l‘
Mer s i 1659, will ¢ m ly evi
lhin give you a !’a.rt*of e Wordnsfo?‘ :
Wor

We Iuwm bamlred: of ‘Englif Ships:
and many tlmtfmd: o SemE:g that }:{2
their conftans yearly Emplq;umt or New-

oundland,
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foundland, and being laden with Fifb the
- moft of them fasled from themce for feverd
Porss of Spain, Hereby (well con-
fidered) we had grees Advemage, for thas
chearly there was added to the Stock of the
Nation st leaf 500000 |. per Annum, snd
Jo much got out of shs Sea by the Labour
end Induftry of oxr People, and the Ship-
ping mainiaimed. Amd 5t was slfo & Nur-
fery for Scamen, brecding more than sl o-
ther Trades whatfoever : They carry mot out
fo wwch Beef and Bread as they woald bave
estew s» England, the mof of their Food
being Fifb; amd if they had not been thas
m‘[tqod, perchance they might have liv'd
#dly a8 Home, amd fo hove been unprofites
ble Members of she Common-Wealth, and -
to have bad their Subfifiance from ather in-
duftrions Per[ons.

Since then it appears, that we had a
great Fithing Trade at Newfoundland, and
1t’s ‘plain that now we have very listle,
let us feaggh a lircle after the Ways and
Means:z ich we came to Jofe it. That
. fome Fafls I have to infift on may have
the more Authority, I fhall give the
Words of an A& of Parliament in King
Charles the Second’s Time, for regula-
ting this Fifhery, By which it is ¢natted,

7
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. That no Perfon whatfoever do collet; or
levy, or take, or caufe to be colleted ,levyed, or
taken in Newfoundland, smy Toll or other
Duty of, or for, any Cod or Poor-John, or
other Fifb- of Englifb catching, under - Pain
of the Lofs of double the Value of what
Jball be by them levyed, colleited, or taken,
or caufed to-be levyed, colleited, or taken s
And, that no Planter, or other Perfon, or
Perfons whatfoever, do lay amy Seynes.or
Nets in or near any Harbour in New-
foundland, whereby to take the Spaws or.
young Fry of the Poor-John, or for amy o-
ther Ufe or Ufes, except for the taking of
~ Bait only, upon Pain o? the Lofs of all [uch.
" Seymes or Nets, and of the Fifb taken in
them, or of the Value tber;?_, to be reco-
wver’d in any of His Majefty’s Courts in.
Newfoundland, or in any Court of Record
in England or Wales, &y Bil, Plaint, or
other Adtion, wherein no Efloigne, Protec-

tion, or Wager in Law [ball be allowed.
And it is bereby further enactedy by the Au-.
thority aforefasdy that o other PlaMser or Per-.
fon or Perfons whatfcever, [ball burn, defiroyor -
fteal amy Boa% Cask, Stit, Net Oor other
Utenfils for fifbing or making of Oil oro-
ther f('}aoés saj: M,:%chm‘dize Zf’t in any Har-,
bour in Newfoundland or Greenland #y.
Englifb; or burn, pull dows, or deftroy any
Houje
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Houfe buils by Englifh in Newfoundland
or Greenland 20 Lwve is during the Fifbe-
ry Seafon, or Stage besls by them in either
of the [aid Places, for the [aving or. or-
dering of Fifb, or making of Oily upen Pain
of the Lofs of double the Value of what
lgd be by them flolien, burnt or deftrayed,
30 be recovered in 4wy of His Majesty's
Conrts in. Newfoundland 'or Greeolaad eee
fpectively, or in amy otber Court of Record
sn. England, by Bill, Plaint, or other Aétion
wberein uo Efloign, Prateition or Wager im
Law fball be allowed. | T

- From this AQG you may gather the A °
bufes our Fithing in Nenfoundland were
{fubje& 10, Let me examine a little into
their Original. o
- When. our Countrymen firlt fet up
this Trade, there was no Body at all
livid in the Ifland, but a few Natives
amang the Hills and remote Places of
the inland Country ; our Fleet went out
‘every Year from the Weft of England,
with Men, Provifions, and every Thing
neceflary : When they arrived at the
Hland, if they came to a Place where
they had been before, they had their
‘Houfes and Stages afhoar, which they
bad left ¢he Year beforc ready to go in-
$o, fo they went afhoar, and immedi-

" K ately
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ately began their Fifhing. If they came
to a.new Place, they immediately. built
the. Houfes .and Stages neceflary, and
then fell to their Bufinefs.. Affoon asthe
Fithing was over; they return’d to Ex-
land, leaving all thefe Houfes and Stages
ehind them to be in Readinefs againft
next Year, and very often too they. left
Boats, Casks, ‘Nets, Pans for- Boiling Oil
and fuch other Things behind them, be-
caufe they had no Ufe for them, but
ouoly upon that.Ifland. After this man-
ner did they manage, till the Year 1623,
- when King James the fixth gave by Pa-
tent ‘2 Part -of that Ifland to'the Lord
Baltimore, who made.a Sertlement there
without any Sort of Government or Go-
-vernors being fettled by the King in the
Ifland. The moft Part of the Planters
belongirg to this Settlement were dif-
folute, vagrant fort of People who had
fled cheir Country for fome Crime, -or
had run away from our Fifhing Ships;
and they living. without. any Govern-
ment, not only lived a.debauch’d Life
themfelves, but feduced a great many of
our Sailors to defert and live debauchedly
with them: By thefe means there came
foon to be a good Number of Seamen
living upon the Ifland, which made fome
. People of Stocks refolve to live therz,
an
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and carry -on a fifhing Trade by them-
felves, thinking that they could manage -
it cheaper than our Englib Fifhers who
came with their Ships every Year from
England ; but.they foon found themfelves
miftaken, for.the Expences of Living
and providing their Ships there, was fo
great -and. fo much above what it is in
England, that they faw our Englifb Mer-
chants could carry on the Trade cheaper
than they could do. This made the Plan-
ters and Fifhers in Newfoandland fall upon
all Ways in the World to difcourage the
fending of Ships from England : They
thoughe if -they could prevent the Ships
coming from England, that they would
engrofs the -whole Trade to themfelves,
and fo fell .their Fifh at what Rate they
pleafed. - - . ,

The ways they. fell upon to difcourage
the fending of fifhing Ships from England
were ; - they deftroy’d the Houfes and
Stages- our Ships left behind them when
they went away, that they might be ob-'
liged to build them up new again next
Year when they returned, and fo be put
to a great deal of new Trouble and Ex-
pence every Year, and their fithing very
much retarded. If the fithing Veflels
happened to leave behind them any boats,
~ @asks, Salt, Nets, or Pans for boiling of

. K2 ~ Oyl,
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Oyl, the Planters were faré to deftroy ot
carry off every -one of them : They en.
couraged and - affifted the Frésch much
more than they did their oWn Countiy-
men, both becaufe the Fremch give them
greater Wages and greater Price for the -
Filh they had catched ; and becaufe they
thought if they could tura their owt
Countrymen out of that Trade, the Freach
would do them but little harm, -fince the
fent fo few Ships to Fifh there. By thefe
. our Mifmanagements -the French firft fet.
tled their Fifhing in Newfonndland,

To prevent the Abufes committéd by
our own Planters, and to keep the Fresch
and other Nations out of that Trade,
there was a Governor fettled there in the
Year 1638 : And to prevent Foreigners in«
terfering with us, there was a Power
granted to this Gdvernor of levying Taxes
and Impofitions for Liberty of Fifhing id
thofe Parts. By- vertue -of this Power he
not only laid Taxes upon Foreigders; but
e likewife made our own People pay
Taxes for their Liberty of Fifhing; o
that what was defigned for an Encourage.
ment to our fifhing, proved a Difad-
vantage. : : “

Unluckily for us we had taken up our
Settlement, and begun our Fifhing in the
Northern Parts of thisIfland, -which are th{;

mo
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soft Mountshous, the moft Barren, and
the worft firvated for Fifhing, becaufe
of their Diftades from the grear Sand
Bank, which lies apon the Sowmh Coaft.
Our Countrymeft are certainly fomething
tainted with Dos Quisotifin : 1f we at-
tack a Couritry, wealways attack it up-
on the fide where it can make the beft
Defence, ahd we- che leaft Profit; if we
befiege a Town; we make our Approaches
upon the fide where the Town is ftrongeft
and Béft fortified ; and if we offer to
Plant a wafte Country, we begin firft in
the Place ‘where we fee Naturé declar
moft againft us. :
- The “eunning Frewéh when they faw
- themfelves heavily taxed by us upen the
" North Sidé of thé Ifland, where they then -
ufed to Fifh, betaife they had no Settle-
ment of their own, tetired immediately
to-the Sowth fide of the Hland, and there
built two Foits, and fec up a Fifhing of
their own: ' ' - '
Our Civil Wars in England came on
immediately after, and filled the Heads of
our Countryifien fo fhuch with™ Faltion
‘and Religion, that no Body applied the
- leaft Thought to Trade, by which we
were rendered incapable of vindicating
our Property in Newfoumdland, and cha-
fing the Fremch out of it; Aad the Abufes
' ‘ among
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among our Planters every Day encreafing,
our Merchants met with fo many Hard-
fhips and Difcouragements in their Fifhe
ing, while the Fremch carry’d on theirs
eafily and calmy, that moft of our Weft
Countrymen gave over fending any Ships
from Esgland ; and foon after they gave it
over, the Price of ourFifh rofe in thatCoun-

try at leaft one third above what it for-
merly was, which rivited.-the Fremch in

- that Trade. . - , ’
. 'When Oliver Cromwel came to the peace-
able Poffeflion of our Government, he
was fo taken up with planting and im-
proving Famaica, his own new Purchafe,
that he. never thought of Nemfoundiand
and after the Reftoration, King Charles
met with fo many Difcouragements from
his own People -in the War he had un-
dertaken againft the Datch, upon Account
of their barbarous Maffacrees of  our
Countrymen .at 4mboyss and other Parts
of the Eaff Indies, and upon account of
their illegal Incroachments upon us in
almoft .every branch of our Trade, that

he gave over all Thoughts of getting the
French banifhed out of Newfoundland ,
which could not then be done without an

open Rupture.

After the Revolution, when we were
altually engaged in a War againft Fremce

) upon
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upbn other Accounts; one would have ex~
pe&ed, that then 'we would have thought
upon-the advantagious Trade we once had'
in Newfoundland, -and would have endea-
voured to retrieve it; by turning-a {mall
Part of our Arms that Way to beat the
Fremch out of: the Ifland. - But: we were
fo much taken up with our Conquefts in
Flanders, that 'we:never once thought up-
on the: poor Hland of Newfoundiand ; yea,
we negle@ed it fomuch, that the French
beat us entirely cout- of it, inftead of our
beating them ; -and they kept:Poffeffion
both ot the Ifland and of the whole Fifh~
ing upon its Coafts, till. the laft general
Treaty of Peace concluded - at. Utrechs,
when we got the Ifland reftored. to wus;
but-the Fremch ‘got the Priviledge of Fifh-
ing upon its Coafts confirmed to them,
by:the Sanétion of a publick Treaty of
Peace, a Priviledge they never before
made the leaft pretence to, nor indeed
had they ever before any fort of title -
to-it.: ; . '
The giving them this Privilege, we
may likewife attribute to our unhappy
Home Divifions: .While they laft we may
be affured, that no Miniftry will leok {o
much to the Welfare of the Nation; €ither
in Peaceor War, as to the fecuring them-
{elves in -the: Adminiftration. - One M{i}ni- _
| fry
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firy will make an uynneceflary War bes
caufe they fee their Security and Advaa-
tage in it; and another wiil concladean
ill-timed Peace becaufe they cannot ether-
wife fecure themfelves. . ;

Even tho’ ene Minifter fhould be o
generous as to be difinterefted and pub-
lick minded, yet he will cereainly meet
with a Faftion either in the Miniftry or
in the' Parliament, to thwart all his ge-
nerous Defigas. The Spirit of fuch a Man
is too highto ftoop to all thofe little Pieces
of Cunnmng, that are neceffary for ma-
naging a fattious People; his Heart is free
and open, he cannot flacter 2 Scoundrel,
por coaceal the Crimes of a Villain ; the
Generofity of his Nature forces him to
tell che grear defigning Man he hates
bim, with as much Freedom as ‘he caa
tell the poor Maa of Merit, he loves
As to this Fifhing upon the Coafls of
Newfoundland, the State we are now in is,
‘We have the Pofleflion of the Ifland, and
the Fresch arein Pofleflion of the Fifhing,
notwithftanding the many natural Ad-
vantages we have for carrying it oa in
Exclufion of them.

‘We are much better provided of Har-
bours, Ships, Seamen, and Fifhermen of
all forts than the French are, except only,

as
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A a Which the French have of
tt?te ﬁEttel‘ of Us? But'’ if we aps
g& our felves to this ’fracré, or to the
upbn’our own C&iﬂ‘s, we would
foon exceetl them, c‘oﬁﬁ ﬁt} ag that we
have' now Pofleflion of. aﬂd’ it felf,
and' that 511 i’ Ports upon thie Welt of
Ipiand, lie much nearer ‘tg/it than any

of the Freuch Ports.

There are two very contrary Wa,ys for
improving the Fifhing abouc this [{fand

propos’d ; One is, To make great Plans
tations of all Sorts of People ‘in the Ifland
it felf, and to carry on our Trade by
Means of- ‘thetn, - People think that they

muft certainly Fith at a much lefs primé
Calt, than thie French do, who fend moft of
their Fithing Ships yeatly from France ;
- but I believe they wxll find themfelves mi-
ftakep, In alt new Settlements or Colo-
aies ia Wafté, and Uncultivated Coune
tries, Living is at firlt, extreamly dear,
they muft ecictier bring’ their Provifions
from* other wéll inhabited’ 'Countries, and
the Fraught and other Charges makes it
coft. them dear, or they muft raife their
Provifions, that is, theit Meat, Drink,
and Cloathing, from theit own walte
Country, and there Workmen _bein
fcarée, Wages are high, whichi likewife
L ' hexghtens
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heightens the Price of what-the Coun.
- try produces. The Way all Colonies
have generally made up this Lofs is, by
felling fome of the Natural Produions

of their Plaatation at -very dear Rates,
which they can_do, if thefe Produftions
can be brought from no other Country.
In moft of our Settlements in the W?/}
Indies; our Colonies ‘made, immediately
- upon their “Settling, a great Profit, by
raifing Sugar and Tobacco Plantitions;
it their Commodities coft them dear,
they fold them ‘dear, becaufe they had
no Rival, Butall the immediate Advan-
tage to be made by our Settlements in
Newfoundland, is to_be made only by
Fifhing, and this other People can make
-.as well as thofe fettled upon the Ifland;
fo that our Colonies there, cannot pretend
to greater Prices than other People. de-
mand for thefe Commodities ; and unlefs
they can live as cheap at their firft Set-
tlement, as People can doin plentiful and
well inhabited Countries, they cannot
pretend to fell fo cheap. . Therefore, one
muft conclude, that the French, by living
there, only the Fifhing Seafon, and even
then, eating only the Provifions they
brought along with them from France,
-will carry on this Trade at a cheaper
prime Coft, than our Planters can do. c
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IF there were' great Numbers of People
fent to Neéfoundtand, they might increafe fo
much in 2 hundred Years or two, and
might cultivate the Country, (which is
naturally of a rich and fgﬁttﬂg’rgai fo well,
that they then perhaps would be able to
carry on the Fifhing Trade by themfelves.
But thisisa long Term, dand many Acci-
dents maK intervene. . .
 The other Propofil is, tomake no Set-
- tlements there at all, but upon the con-
trary, to keep People from Setcling there,
and to carry on the whole Trade, by fend-
ing Ships yearly from Britain and Ireland.
This Method 1 likewife think impra&i-
cable, and of dangerous Confequence, for
we would have then little miore Advan-
tage then other People, and we'could ex-
clude no Body from Fithing where they
pleas’d upon that Coaft. Then in our -
abfence the Fremch, or fome other People
- might take ‘Pofleffion of the Ifland pri-

* vately, and before we return’d, fecure

themfelves in it by Forts and Garrifons,
and fo we lofe the. Pofleffiorf of it a fe-
cond Time. o ,
- The only beft Way to recover this Fifh-
ing Trade, is to encourage as much as we
can, Plantations in that Ifland, and to
build Forts and Harbours, and to main-
tain Garrifons there for their Government
| L2 “ and
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and. Protetion, they willin Time become
a rich and numerous People, and will be
very beneficial tg their Mother Country. -
1 think Nothing of that great Objection
that is madg: £:3Q our New-Englapd apd New-
Joundlund Plantagions, that they prodiice
the fame Commedities that Eagland pro-
- duce}, and fo “obfiu@s the Sale of ous
Home Commodifies. We may as well

fay, that Beople. ot\;ght 0ot 0. be allow’d
to live io Kes cultivatg. the Ground
there, becanfe Oducss she fame Com-
mdditics that efex docs, . The more

: caltivated d bela King-
dom, it mcéimmly tl?cngchen ~ Whean

Pgopleac irg. gF ngﬁ&tﬁs i New-Eng-
land, og _ h; will return,
Jive in, . which. will

caxly coutnb 60 p Ru;has and Va-
i‘hrc of Lanﬁsgfg England,*in "the -G
manner 25 all the, “reft of _the Ifland
mmrzbutes £0. t e; Riiehgs. Hn"d.' Yalus

I.ondom W
rage the Iy f I ‘
and all fuch Commodities ncceflary foe the
Maintenange, of .ouc poor Pegple from all
Couctries, and’ more efpecially - from, oug
own Plantations, I could’ cafily fhew,
that this ‘would tend to the geoeral- Bro-
fit of the Country, and that the giving
Premiums upon the Export of anycfuch

om-
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Commodiies is a certain Lofs t0.a Coun-
gy 5 bue this is foreign to my prefent
m - . - -

- Tho’ I am for encouraging Plantarions

as much as poffible, yet I think it would be

foolifh to truft the Improvemiens of o .

Fifhery to them only, t £y cagnot do it
for ac leaft 2 hundred Years to come. We
muft t_h.srefqgc}be%n again-to fend Fleets
of Fifhing Ships thither from Emgland.

~ And'if we.confider that the ;‘é’fe_nb are
pow in full Peffoffion of it, and well pro-
vided of Ships, Seamen, and every thing
neceflary for the. Purpoft,, ind. that we
are now quite: ignorant of it, and deftituce
of every .thu:% needful, we will conclude,
that private, Merchanss will niot readily
yndertake this Trade, they miuft expeét tq
be prevented andunderfold by the Fremch
atevery Market. Who thencando it?
. A Filbiog, Campany, eftablithed by
A& of Par

ment, many .thomfands of

- People. in’ Eugland will venture a {mall

Sum ip the' Hands of a Company to be
cmployed upon this Trade, that will
not venture a Farthing by themfelves a-
lone. The; eftablifhing of a Campany is
the only Way.to raife fuch a Sum as is
neceffary for beginning this Trade again.
4 Company. witha good Stock can bear
a.-fmall Lofs for the firft Year or two,
and can fend at firft, twenty or thirty

Fifhing
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Fithing Ships to Newfoundland, with four
or five Runnets to take inthe firft Fifh -
that are taken, and carry them to the
beft Markets, before the Fremch or any
other People not trading in Company
can load and fail from Néwfoundiand.
A publick Company will likewife pre-
vail more with the Goverpment to main-
tain the neceflary Forts” and Garrifons,
and to give all other Affiftances requi-
fite, than any private-Man, or Set of pri-
vage Mencan do; and'if the Govern-
meqt a¢ “any tine happen'd to fall un-
der any Jumble or Mifmanagement, the
Company ‘could prote€t- their Trade from
any forefgn Ufurpations for a lirtle, till
the Government got it felf ‘extricate out
of Danger and reftored to the  Power- of -
prote&ing the Subje&. In all our publick
Wars and. publick Treaties;” a regular
Company would lay before the Minifters
“of Parliament what ch?‘_thoughc‘ﬁeéef-f'
fary to be done for the Proté&tion or En-
couragement of their Trade; whereas,
when the Trade is e‘n‘tirely‘{‘n{a,‘qa‘ge& by
private Men, no Body ever offersto do fo;
what is every Man’s Bufinefs is no Man’s
Bufinefs, and tho’ a private ‘Man fhould
dofo, he would not be much regarded.
If we look narrowly back into the Hi-
ftory of our Trade, we will fee many
T o AdS
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Advantages we  have neglected, - and
many Incenveniences our, Trade, has
- gﬁeanto,i.meqﬂy for. want, of a timely
and powerful : Reprefentation.
- I think I bave now fulfild what I
undertook, I have fhewa fome. of the
- Advantages Britein may reap - by the
Kifhery Trade. = T
I have’ fhewn you what in my Opi-
njon, is the. moft probable: Way of re-
coveringit, -.. . - o
And 1 bave ' examin’d a little into
each of the three great_Fifheries.of the
World, viz. That.upon .our own Coafts;
That upon the Coafts of Greenlsnd and
Iceland; And. that upon the Coafts of
 Newfoundland. : I
I believe my dear Maly, you are now
yauoing, or faft afleep: If o, you know
- what Phyfician to apply to: If ever thefe
malicious Sciflars, which cut the Thread
of Poor St. Evremont’s Life, thould threa-
‘ten Yours, I will be better nacur’d,
and more chatitable than the Presby-
terian Teacher he fent for; I will not
refufe you a Defe of the powerful Opium
-of Nonfenfe, in a Spoonful of the cold
Julep of Menotony, when ever you ftand
in’ Need of \t.” "But if what I have told
you, has improv’d and employ’d your
‘Underftanding, I will be much better
fatisfy’d,
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fy’é, and - will ,ua 'of ‘. BY> yott
th»mru;g to me. If wh !J
s you into a foftb:lt"-’ﬂ
will not write' to me, - but Wiieh you
‘Rand in Need of Soporificks; whicK i
mot often. But if you have lemx”&*t
Thing new, I know your Cariofity %
always awake, and will - feme YOu’ £0
wmo to ‘me oftén. * - _
1 .had lately the l’lenrure, l:b receive
ﬁgnal Mark of Fidelity from - -~
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htch fhall ever “be the conﬁam' w:ﬂm
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Dear Mdif,
Toar nq! Lmng, (
And le.-fd Cmn&, :

.S’m?y szbcr;.-
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