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FOREWORD.

I have for a number of vears heen gathering, from a variety
of sources. the facts and ficures from which 1 have arranged, for
the Methodists of Bonavista and adjacent towns and settlements,
an account of the labors of the early Methodist preachers and the
people among whom they laboured. My purpose has been *o
awaken in the present generation, and particularly the rising por-
tion of the same, an interest in the Church to which their fore-
fathers contributed their humble part in making it what it is
to-dav.

It mayv interest the vouny to find their namesakes among
those. who four generations ago. endeavoured to live the simple
christian life.  Tlow they aided the cause they loved by precept and
example, and what their ancestors were like in the days of the
open fire place. the pot hanzers and the tallow candle. The days
when necessity was the mother of many inventions.  Some sav
that the moral and social conditions were better than now, and
they prized their religions  privileges  more, because they had
not so many. Those were the davs when they believed
revivals and praved until they received showers of blessing. T hope
this humble effort will invoke some interest in the minds of the
voung and those of riper vears. T have woven a wreath in memory
of the twelve brave bovs who nobly laid down their lives for King
and Country. May the others return to us in safety. Bonavista
has of late vears heen advancing along industrial and economic
lines.  Mav our spiritual advancement be commensurate with our
temporal prosperity.  In handing over the resnlts of many hours
investization. 1 ask vou to give these short chapters vour careful
perusal. - You have no cause to he ashamed of, nor need vou make
an apology for vour Methodism.  You will he better citizens as the
result of a better acquaintance with vour godly ancestry, and bet-
ter Methodists from a more intimate knowledge of the doctrines
and polity of Methodism.

CHARLES LENCH.

Bonavista, Oct. 31st, 1918.
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CIHTAPTER L.
Earty Histony oF riie Tows AND SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS.

”l.’i..\'."nl'// malees haste to re ord _'/I'l’ll/ 1/1‘1'1/.\‘. Lut llfll’ll )H'j/[(’l'[s‘

ool l)l,'rx‘,” IIU\HI I:fl”ull'.

“0 good sight I shouted the Venetian sailors of the stout ship
Walthew, commanded by that intrepid explorer. John Cabot the
ltalian, whe sailed from historic Bristol under roval charter of
Henry V1L to discover new lands.  No wonder their hearts were
«Jad on that memorable June 24th, 1197, when they saw the pro-
montory now known as Cape Bonavista.  Little did those Italian
wilors. as they shouted in their native tongue, “Buona-vista,”
imazine that for centuries to come, the land which they then hailed
with delight, after a long and tedious vovage : and the uninhabited
land adjacent to the brizht waters of that beautiful bay. would
he the home of thousands, who in coming generations would glory
in the cuphonions name of Bonavista.  When John Cabot sailel
from Bristol under the sanction and patronage of Henry VIL, he
carried with him Letters Patent, or Roval Commission. to erect
upon any land that he should fortunately discover, the Roya!
Standard of the Enghlish nations. When the brave sailors step-
ped ashore. the story goes, they hauled ap their hoats at a place
now known oy the name of Keels, which tradition emphasizes, took
its name from the rubbing of the keels of the good ship Matthew's
Loats upon the recks.  Whether that be so or not, no one lives to
contradiet it While the intrepid sailors’ feet touched the land it
was to them, terra-incognito, land unknown.  Bat the greatest con-
<tderation to them was that it was New-found-land. The fabled
story, or otherwise, says, that the happy discoverers moved on o
another cove, now known as King’s Cove and there raised the
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Roval Standard. little thinking how on that memorable day they
were making the first acquisition to Britain’s vast colonial pos-
sessions, and dest d to bhe known to generations vet unhorn, as
“Britain’s inost 2 cient Colony.”  And what more happy excla-
mation could ho- - escaped the lips of those Venetian sailors? It
was most certainly to them a scene to be hailed with pleasare and
delight.  On the old map made by John Mason in 1616, the Latia
words: opposite the Cape of Bonavista are, “A Cabota prima re-
perta.” or “First found by Cabot.” Two other explorers made
Bonavista in 1534 namely: Cartier and Viegas. It was the most
natural thing for them to do. with no other objective than to dis-
cover land on this side of the Atlantie. A lnnj_' CONroversy has
followed as to the land fall of Cabot, hut the only reasonable con-
clusion from all the facts of the investivation. vield strong pre-
sumptive evidence that Bonavista was the land first seen by Cabot
and his ship’s company.

There 1= no conclusive proof that John Cabot zave Bonavista
s present name, but for more than three hundred vears it has
had no other.  The Spanish of the name would be Bueno Vista
and the Portuguese Boa Vista.  Some have preferred in days gone
by to write it Bona Vista.  The Italian Buonavista has only one
more letter, and as legal documents, over three hundred vears old,
contain the word as we now write it, we may safely conclude that

it was of Italian ori

When John Cal ot returned to Englan

and reported the sue-

cess of his vovage, and told of land newly discovered and élaimed

for Henry VIL and his successors, the news was received with

reat acclamation and rejoicing in the city of London. A witness

of

the demonstrations, as they oceurred. wrote to his hrother in
Venice saving—=The English run after
1= Zuan ('

Bonavista was amonyg the early fishing stations and settle-

vm like mad. His name

abot and they eall him the great admiral.”

ments of Newfoundland, and between the vears 1697 and 1705, like
other fishing stations, suffered oreat annoyances and hardships at
the hands of the French. Like the ancient peopie of God. ”l!'.\
were deprived of the harvest of the deep, when they had laboured

hard to secure it, or just as the Ismaclites were oppressd by the
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ity Bavs, moved on to Bonavista. Equipping two barques

with Canad

Indians, he came to the !':~hi!!_‘_f seitlement in the

hips 1 re

On arriving within ten

leagues of the por vation. thev left the barque

vot into two i

ar L4

the port at night, he immedi-

|
ately boarded a twentv-four cun frisate. loaded with codfish, and

captured it He burnt twe re-ships of two or three hundred

1 sailed off with his prize

tons each, sank another small fr

and a sreai number of prisoners, were at that time 609

British soldiers in the fort on Green . who. under arms, ap-

peared upon the scene the next morning, but it was teo late for

our «allant fellows were now under sail. Such was the aceount

despatched to France by the French pirate.

But we have also the other side of the story. The following “<
the English account of the same Bonavista battle fought on Aug.
sland. “About
the 15th of Auzust, 111 French and Canadian Indians, came about

1 two sloops and canoes to Bonavista

1Sth. 1304, and <ent by the ship Flying Post to Fa

two oclock in the morning

w= to the northward of this place, and

Harbour. alout thirty lea

surprizid the Pembroke, a galley of London, and the Sociely of
=
Poole ™ of

er. Also the

ain Antem, command-

me 1 '-iltvl

115 tons, 10 men, no guns, but hav-

« 30 tons of rd.  They also attempted to surprize

win, New England, with 14 guns

to be French. fired briskly

f them. so that thev re-

cuns of hoth

upon Captain Gill. and continued firing upon him

with great and small zuns for the space of six hours, until the ship

» other hand playving his hig guns

was much shatteral. He on

ii N : 3 - . v has
and small arms upon them » action he veered his ship
somewhat to the shore and about 8 o'clock. when they found he
o not be taken. thev set re 1o the Nociefy. and eut her loose 1in

1 him. but. by the great diligence of Capt. Gl

e e
a flame to arive uj
3

he ot clear of her, and she hurnt to the keel. Findine themselves

checkmated they set fire to the William and sent her before the

wind, furiously burning to that degree, that the lamp-oil burning in

syl

3
E
3
3
s

al o s il

ab el LU L i 4
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a flame on the water, was like to have sct him on fire and turned
her clear of them. The buoy rope of the William’s anchor got be-
tween the rudder. and the rudder got clear of them. When the
inhabitants who had fled into the woods. and had hidden behind
the rocks, saw Capt. Gill’s courage. they came down and appeared
in a body in arms, which when the French saw. they immediately
weighed anchor, and set sail. carrving the masters and men with
them. When about forty leagues off the N. E. coast they zave the
masters and some of the men a boat, who in due course returned,
testifving that the French declared. that if they had captured Capt.
Gill, they would not have left house, stage or goods in the harbour.
All of which is owing. under the goodness of God. to the gallant
captain.  He had only one man killed, and three wounded, but
the enemy had several killed and wounded.”

It was certainly the gallant conduet of Capt. Gill that savel
Bonavista. nor does it require a very large streich of the imag-
ination to picture the terror of the inhabitants of the quiet town
more than two hundred years ago.

The following spring. 1305, the French pirates agzain appeared
upon the scene making another raid on the peaceful inhabitants of
the town. Captain Michael Gill was not there. and the business of
defending the town devolved upon Georgme Skeflington, a
quaker by religions profession.  He with eighty or ninety of the
inhabitants had fortifiel Green Island.  They had nine cannon
with which to strike terror into the enemy. hut Skeflington’s heart
failed him, and he surrendering to the enemy, signed a bond, as a
ransom, to pay the sum of €1.500 (four thousand five hundred
pounds) to M. de Montizny as a guarantee for the protection of
their homes.

3ut this did not end their terrorizing campaigns on other
settlements, for they kept the inhabitants of Trinity and Con-
ception Bays in constant terror for the whole of the fishing sea-
son.  Bonavista must have been an undesirable spot in those event-
ful vears from 1697 until 1305, But there were no more Frenen
raids, and the town had rest after the capitulation of George
Skeffington and the payment of the ransom.
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CHAPTER I11.
BeErres pavs axp harroven Coxnrrions,
I/Il ,»:H £ COMe 'Ivvr‘lli'.': 1O ,IIIII'IA’.

By the vear 1715, better times had come to Bonavista. Goodld

Queen Anne had entered into rest and the first of the Hanoverian

Kinss, Georee 1. had ascended the throne.  England and France

were reconeiled, trade flourished and the inhabitants enjoyed the

The tramp of the French soldiers was

ward no more and the war whoop of the Indians was a thing of

w past. There was now a considerable population of permanent
settlers, although for a time the Enclish authorities considered the

ion.  The fishing i::n!lbl!"\‘ of that

16 fishing <hips which came out

. 195 hve-hoats, and 28 inhabitant’s boats, in

<. Two vears later shows a phenomenal in-

crease for i were 108 for fishing., 376 hoats, 197 hye-
aats i t’s hoats, or 119 in all, and the eatch re-

. ! the large fishing ships was 89,662 qtls, and
by the inha ats 3553351 qgtls for the Colony.

Twenty vears later the Colony was mapped out into fishing

avista had first !‘!;l-'r in the six sections: Bona-

bonear. St. John's, Fervland and Placentia.

Bonavista standn first in the classification was presumably of
sreatest nuportance as a fishing centre. Bonavista was the wealthi-

must have had a considerable popula-

of the seventeenth century. The first
settlers were of good old English stock, and good stock it wa-s.
Judaing from the splendud physique of their present dav de-

i~s. © wWiilelqh 1he

re are no finer specimens of phys'cal man-
hood 1n the Colony,

In 1637 Bonavista had a male population of 159, and the

whole population of Newfoundland was 1893. Twenty years later




pareny

gl

STORY OF METHODISM IN BONAVISTA DISTRICT 13

in 1797, there were 300 inhabitants, and in the Colony 1581. An
i » for Bonavista of 111, and a decrease for the Island of 312,

but it is thought to have been purposely underrated. The catch for
that year is given as 1,000.000 qtls, so that there must have been
a woodly number of English voungsters coming and going. In
17532 the population is given as 5,000 and Bonavista at 300. There
were 16 housekeepers. 13 wives, 21 sons, 13 daughters, and 96
men servants, The latter were likely transient residents who re-
turned to Devon and Somerset in the fall of the vear, and the
harbinger of their home coming was, when the Anglican clergy-

man began reading the Sunday morning lessons out of the Book o1

Bonavista, looking towards Canaille.

Proverbs. 1t was cheering news for the houschold at the Sua-
day dinner table, when the church-going father announced, the
youngsters will soon be home, the parson read this morning from
the book of Proverbs.

By 1832 the population of the Colony had increased to
60.000 when it was granted responsible government, and Mr. Wil-
liam Brown of Bonavista became the first representative to the
House of Assembly. The comic paper “Punch™ of London char-
acterized it as the Bow-wow Parliament. The Speaker is repre-
sented as a Newfoundland dog with wig, zown and bands rising
to put the motion. Those in favor say “Bow”, those against the
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A
motion “Wow.” The Bows have it. The members were repre-

sented as sitfing in the Assembly with dogs heads.

To return to the middle of the eighteenth century, we find
Bonavista™s houndaries defined as from Cape Bonavista to the
northward.  Places within the same boundaries are specified as
Bonavista and Bayley’s Cove.  In this jurisdiction there were
three Justices of the Peace, or commissioners of the law. They
were no doubt required. as these were the days of cheap rum and
hrandy, spirituous lguors almost flowed like water, and the gen-
cral opinion which obtained was that it had come to them as one
of God's vood ereatures.  The names of the Justices of the Peace
in 1325 were, Mr. John Clarke. the Rev. Henry Jones, Church of
Ensiand r}rl"_-.‘.ln:m. and Mr. John ”--nllllll"_'. No doubt it had a
salutary effect to have a minister of the gospel on the bench of
the civil court. The Rev. Lawrence Coughlan was similarly hon-
oured i Harbour Grace, forty vears later, by Governor Byron.
The times have changed and the mandate has gone forth, and is
received with universal approbation, ~let the judges and the parsons
attend to their swn business.”  To assist these representatives of
the law
constables. They were. Messrs. Michael Reed, William Tulley and
William Trusler.

It is estimated by a very reliable authority writing about 1354,

in the proper discharge of their duties, there were three

that Newfoundland procured 1.032.000 qtls of codfish, which he
says, at 20 shillings per qil. would amount to £€1.032,000 or over
K5.000.000. The oil was valued at €92.880. That would be more than
double the value in 1915-1916. This is exclusive of a very valuable
salmon fisherv. Can we wonder that the mercantile cult of that
day should use every artifice to keep the enterprizing capitalists of
Engiand in the dark concerning this veritable klondyke, the New-
foundland fisheries, thus by under estimating their adventures, and
by declaring the Colony to be unfit for human habitation, to keep
the business in their own hands? They oniy required as many re-
sidents as would do very necessary work until they returned in
the spring.

Licut. Griffiths Williams of the Royal Artillery, who spent
fourteen years in the Colony, part of the time in Carbonear, bui
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STORY OF METHODISM IN BONAVISTA DISTRICT 15
most of it in St. John'’s, from 1745 to 1759, published an account.
in 1765, of the fisheries of the Colony during his sojourn. He was
a very acute ohserver, and in his calenlations, divided the fishery
products into four portions. His apportionment to the northward
included Bonavista, Trinity, Catalina and the coves and creeks per-
taining thereto.

Bonavista must have been exceedingly well off at that time,
cien allowing that the business men across the water were doing
very well out of their adventures.  The figures given below are
the figures of Lieut. Williams.  They specify that in 1754, when
the resident population of the Colony was 5,260, the cod-fishery
was valued at $5.160,000, and the oil at $161,100.  Of the great
<almon fishery no estimate is made.  Mr. George Skeffington, in
1723, probably the same gentleman that capitulated and paid the
ran=om, secured the sole right by charter. from the law officers of
the ciown. 1o carry on the salmon fishery for 21 vears in Fresh-
water Bay, Rageed Harbour, Gander Bay and Dog Creek.  Pre-
viotisly he had a large salmon fishery extending from Cape Bona-
vista to Cape John. By 18300 the population of Newfoundland had
mereased to 20380, In the next forty vears it had multiplied more
than six times (121.288).  In the following fifty vears, by its birth
rate chiefly, for the English “voungsters™ had ceased to come to
the fisheries, the population doubled. making 210,000, exclusive of
Labrador.  Bonavista has held its own in the march of time. Last
census showed the town to have the second largest outport popu-
lation with 3.911. Harbour Grace leading with 4,279, and Car-
honear third place with 3,510, or 371 less than Bonavista. Villa
Verte and Lancaster are not counted, but really are a part of
Bonavista. ecclesiastically, commercially, and otherwise. 1f we
count these the population is over 4,000. But Bonavista has al-
ways been handicapped with the disadvantage of a poor harbour,
and while second in point of pepulation, is much behind some
smaller towns in regard to cconomic conditions. The lack of a
safe harbour, has ever been a menace to any advancement along
the lines of shipping, and the fishery has always been prosecuted
with small open boats and fishing skiffs, which could be easily
pulled up upon the beach in the time of storm. When a fierce
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storm rages 1t is a magnificent sight and a marvellous display of
the power of the creat Creator.  We have seen nothing like it in
the Colony.  Notwithstanding these drawbacks, the people are
sober. honest, and industrious, and very little want or abject pov-
erty i< known.  The coming of the railway has proved a blessing in
many wavs, hut particularly in securing fuel, as the once adjacent
forests are gone, and =0 a way has been opened up, for those anxious
to help themselves, to obtain labour, and avail themselves of the
advantages of the mines, and other channels open to eager and in-
dustrions labourers.  The scenery of Bonavista is good, and the
health of the populace will compare favourably with any other
place in the Colony.  William Little lived 102 years. A female
reached 101 years. Very many have gone over ninety vears. li
would make a very popular summer resort for the tired people of
the citv.  Leaving St. John's by the noon train, brings the pas-
sengers to Bonavista by 2,30 a.m. and by noon on alternate days of

the week.
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CHAPTER 1L

SoME oTHER MATTERS ConceErNiNG THE Tows,
“And read their History in a Nation’s eyes.”—(Grey's Elegy.

Accordine as the British merchants went out of the fishing
business, and the English voungsters ceased to come, and those
who had previously arrived, elected to remain: when the business
of the Colony became almost centralized in the eity of St John's:
and the prices of commodities kept up in the local markets of
the outports: and the fish was kept down to a minimum value;
then other davs and other fortunes came. Only a favoured few
among the planters handled any cash.  They gave their fish and
received for it as much as the business man said it was worth.
There was generally a fisherman’s balance on the wrong side of
the merchant’s ledzer.  The writer, thirty-five vears ago. gathered
in his salary with a hoop and spring balance.  Only a small per-
centage would tell him they intended to give cash. A number of
cirenmstances militated azainst the rank and dile of Bonavista for
more than half of the nineteenth century, vea, and nearly to the
end of it. Poor fisheries and an oceasional semi-potato famine,
Lronght the people into dire <traits.  DBonavista and Bird Island
Cove were in those davs synonvms for poverty.  Two more inde-
pendent places it would now be hard to find. The late Dr. R. E.
Forles has left some interesting clippings which are the hest in-
terpreters of the struggale for existence perienced by the people
seventy vears ago.  Here is one.

The visit of Governor LaMarchand to Bonavista, August ith,
1815, On Wednesday, Aug. Ith, at 8 aun. a steamer was de-
<eried cominge from the northward.  In another hour H.MLS.
Vesuvius anchored off the harbour rocks.  The inhabitants were
weinning to assemble to await the landing of the Sovereign’s re-

presentative. when a boat appeared in the harbour, and in a few
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H. Bridee. and Georee J. Brooking, Esq.. were received on shore.

Enquiries were at « made as to the state of the fisheries and

heing of the inhabitants generally.  His Exeellency then

)
number of ¢hildy atten o them.  After this the church met
the eve: and a glance also was taken of the interior, and a ques-

tion with recard 1o the coneresatn At the N

HBTRL 1 0 Nt { < th
| S G . Comma (' .
I N < neies
\Y) \l \\ 11 A < | a
| 1 ( to express our
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< \ | s to
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those principles which Her Majesty has handed to us, being again
restored. will under Your Excelleney’s wisdom and talents, creatl;
add to the welfare of the Island. That agriculture will be fostes
ed as a grand anxiliary to our fisheries, and as a -ure means of
reassuring the inhabitants of the Colony from a re-oceurrence of
those evils which have so Iately aifected it. that public works ma
be promoted and that religion and moral education will be en
rllll!‘ﬂf‘"!{.

i l':\'l‘t-Ht"H'_\‘ was ]'lr:lﬂ") to express his ;;';M.-f'nhl.-“ at bein.s

waited upon by so respectable a company, repre

ine the peac
!

v standing: and

ful and loyal community of a settiement of

<poke of the happiness it wonld afford him to further the interest
of the place and by any means in his power to contribute to th
prosperity of its inhabitants.  “But. gentlemen. said Iis Excel-
lency, “let me not fail to imyress vou on this occasion with th:
important fact that the grand resources for doing away with too
oft ocenrring and extensive pauperism with which vour settleme:

has been visited. and for bring e in its stead, in which T am con
fident may. under the ordinary help of the Divine hand, be accom-

hle existence for each settler. Le

plished in a generally comfor
me assure you that the remedy is with vourselves.  The peopl
have only to apreciate the advantazes which He around them. to
be @ prosperous and happy peoples and on you it dep nds to stimu-
late and direct these energies.

(What a transformation has tak
vears, If His Excellency were here to-day. and got off such a

m place in the intervening

~}-w-1'|! he would ]ikr]_\' be ealled to order. It was not indolend

It the conditions of their cavironmeat. C.L)

His Excelleney then expiessed a wish o see soine of the nost
poverty stricken homes, hut his attention was diverted to the orow-
ing of wheat. Dr. Skelton had Leen experimenting. Wheat and

barley of the growth of nine weeks were shown to His Execellencey.

e thought it a flattering picture of what the istand conld do.

e moved on to another part of the harbour, and caw specimen

tin
Litll,

ander less favoured conditions, and expressed sati=fa
( Bonavista evidently drepped experimenting—Clil)

On the Governor landing. enguiry was made for horses 1o pro
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coed Catalina. whilst the <hip was roundine ¢ Cape to that
harh But the ttemn iled, as but one or two of the ha'f
tramed steeds nlace « Id T ( (4 n time, and these ]
without shoes %
( Bonavista n furnish spiendid horses to-dav. and rubber 5
=

tired carriages, and better <till the iron horse. if preferable—C.1..)

His Exceleney therefore returned to his ship. havine spent

0

he anchored until he was on his wayv to

(The visit was VeTy ‘1‘..41_ it not verv sweet to some of the
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] harmonv with old treaty arrangements. I'hat period 1s very
: Mot
3
H Caplain Coolk’s Vasit
4 ~ ] "] 1 ' . ' 1 T 1
% In 1760, the v l-rennowned explorer Captain Cook. visited
i 1
- . 4
% ] vista al na C1s Ohs 1101 the coast.
Tie Dunageon
Amone the natural curiosities of the neighbourhood iz a grotto
< alied < The Dunceon.” and it 1s a sicht worth seeing. It is more
three hundred vards nm cirenmference and 15 very  deep.
¢ a cha = he seaward side at the bottom of the
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anchor in Catalina for safety, and to prosecute the sealing voyage
from that port.  Dr. Tocque gives the following very interesting
information recarding the seals coming ashore near Bonavista:
“Many vears ago, when the seals came to the shore at Bonavista,
the jam or pack of ice was =o great, that failing to find any holes
they erawled ashore on an island.  They were discovered there 2
few weeks dater and 1500 of them were slaughtered among the

bushe..™
g

/-'t:lu:l'im’:l l.'."//ll"lull.\‘v' 'l"(] Fo_q .-!Iarm.

One of the most romantic spots of Bonavista is the Cape, wita
its lighthouse and fog alarm.  Previous to 1835 there was only one
lizhthouse in the Colony. That year Cape Spear and Harbor
Grace were added. In 1811 the dangerous Cape of Bonavista was
decorated with one of these light-giving and life-saving institu-
tions, which are now to be found at intervals all around the coast.
Bonavista was the fourth in order to receive its lighthouse. A
visit there and a elimb up and down the steps which lead to and
from the lighthouse and the fog alarm is most enjoyable and ex-
hilarating. There are some 300 steps or more.

The Wiapping Post.

I 1351 Bonavista had an institution known as the “Whip-
ping i’est,” where lawless people were punished as an example to
others. At that time there was no clergyman, no day schools, and
the worid had not heard of the renowned Robert Raikes or the
Sunday School institution as we know it to-day.

Pedley in his “History of Newfoundland™ tells of one Joseph
Batt |n’ili_'_: sentenced to receve fifteen fashes for .-h':llill:.: a paxr
of shoes and buckles valued at seven shillings and sixpence.  Hav-
ing brought him to the whipping post he was seized by the meb
who said he should not be whipped. But the Magistrate persevered
and the law was carried out with the utmost rigour. The moo
then demanded that the plaintiff should he whipped. This motion
was not carricd.  But the men of Bonavista had their revenge,
they thought, when a few days later they assailed the offensive
whipping poest, tearing out the obnoxious irons to which they were
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mission suitably rewarded them.  King Haakon of Norway sent
cach a medal. The Roval Humane Society recognized their hero-
ism, and the Governor of Newfoundland, Sir William Maegregor,
Lady Macgregor and Miss Maceregor, made a speecial visit to Bona-

vista in order to award the heroes of the hour the tokens of honor.

From the Carnegic Fund Commission Report we give the full

particulars:

“No. 637, .1 Louis Little, aged thirty-seven, fisherman, helped
to save four men, and assisted in an attempt o save two others
from drowning at Bonavista, N. F.,, Sept. 19, 190i. During a
storm at night a schooner was torn from her moornings in the har-
bor and wrecked on the rocks that bound it.  She went ashore
stern foremost and struck between two rocks at the shore line. The
darkness was intense, the wind was blowing sixty miles an hour,
4N

12 10 a hine in the hands of a fisherman

and the waves from twenty to thirty feet hizh, dashed up on the

rocks for forty fect. Hol
upon a large rock, Little climbed down its steep and dangerous
face and attempted o cast the line 1o the vessel, but failed. He
hastily scrambled onward to escape an incoming wave, but it caught
him and surged up around his knees. He coiled his rope again
and as the water receded, scrambled rapudly down the rough sur-
face unul he was right under the stern of the schooner. He cast his
line 1o the deck twelve feet above, where it was made fast.  Little
was caught OV an ncoming wase, and, clinging «1«'>§nvl‘ulc1_\' to dhe
rope was washed into a gulch beside the rock, but was pulled back
on it The men left the wreek rapidly and Little approached close
o it and assisted two of the men. Several times he narrowly es-
caped being swept into the sea. He was awarded a Silver Medal
and $1,500.00 for a worthy purpose as needed.

638, Robert Brown, aged fifty-five, sub-Collector of Customs,
helped to save four men and assited in an attempt to save two
others from drowning (see award above).  Brown descended far
down the rock and attempted to cast a line on board the wreck
before Little.  He made another unsuccessful cast, and then re-
maining in a position of much danger, he helped get the scamen

up the rock, several times narrowly escaping being washed away by
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the waves.  Awarded a Bronze Medal and $1.000.00 for a worthy
ahject.

<634, James . Little, aged forty-five, fisherman, helped to
<ave four men, ete.. as above.  Little descended to a point far
down the rock and in a pesition of much danger helped the sea-
men up.  He was swept off his feet once, but prevented himself
from being washed away by elinging to the rope. Awarded Bronze
Medal and $1,000.00 for a worthy purpose.

“630, William Ford. aged thirty-five, fisherman. Ford de-
<cended on a rock to a point of much danger and assisted in the
rescnie work. When one of the scamen fell on the rocks, Ford
crabled him and helped him up the rock.  He saved himself from
Feing swept away by clinging to the rope. Awarded Bronze Medal
and $1.000.00 for a worthy purpose.

“Gx1. James Ford. (particulars as above). Ford held to the

peo with the other rescuers and assisted the scamen to get up the
rock.  Mis grasp on the rope alone prevented him from being
swept away. Auvarded Bronze Medal and $1.000.006 for a \\'U"!l_\'
purpose.

“6=2. Eli Paul. aged forty-two, fisherman, (same particulars).
Paul assisted in the rescue work from a place of great danger,
helping the seamen up the rock.  Awarded Bronze Medal and
S1.000.00 for a worthy purpose.”

While these hardy =ons of toil rescued their fellow men from
a watery grave, the thousht of reward never occurred to them. It
was purely an act of humanity.

The Rescue of the Way Brothers.

From the many heroic acts or efforts to save life, deserving
of enduring record. we would also make mention of that rendered
by Messrs. Hezekiah Abbott., David Abbott, H. James Abbott,
Daniel Butler and Isaae Butler. This splendid act was performed
on the 1th of April. 1917,

The scals had been in for some dayvs and all were anxious to
ceeuire their share and many became over-venturesome.  Early in
the morning three men, two brothers, Robert and Philip Way and
John Marsh. venturing too far on the treachercus ice, were carried
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CHAPTER 1V.
The RELIGIOUS PRIVILEGES OF THE EARLY NETTLERS.
“The Waord u_!‘ the Lord was Precious tn Vhiose ’l; 1 Sam. 3. 1.
Whao cared for the sheep seattered in this corner of the wilder-
ness in the greater part of the seventeenth and the eighteenth
centuries ?
When Captain Gill was |

Bonavista in 1703, John Wesley had, but a few weeks previousiy,

to defend the ig,!,;,‘y;;-.

arected the hieht in the quiet rectory of Epworth in Lincolnshire.

When George Skeffington capitulated and paid the ran=om to the

Methodism was only two vears

French Admiral. the founder of

old and the distinguished organization of the S.P.G. had only D

in existence three vears, having been founded near the close of the
reign of King William. the illustrious prince of the House of
Orange. The L i | !

formed. The idea of sending men to care for the souls of thosa

1
rMission: had not been

outside of the British Isles, had not vet 'vi‘u;n'}‘}\ -_'1'3 .;.,n: the
: PO Pl

hearts and consciences of the British people. The Rev. Charles

Wesley, twenty-five vears later, when requested to go to Georgia, 1o

4

care for the souls out there without pastoral oversicht. replied

the well known couplet:

“To heathen lands ay
Heathens alas and

The mr!_\' settlers of B
herents of the Church of England. In the old
been provided with a cheap religion.  The Lord or

had paid the parson and kept up the Church, and

hard to learn how to pav for their religious priviles
some H’- Iill' ".'I";'. clitiers -'V‘ ;!H‘ et they coul under the en
: §

cumstances.  As the first quarter of the eighteenth century was

passing out the Rev. Henry Jones, a very estimable clergyvman of
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the €100 annually, according to their bond. and conse uently Mr.
Coughlan sought redress by hringing the matter hefore the notice
of Governor Byron on the 18th July, 1770. The Governor gave
his judgment on the bond in the following words:—“Whereas T
am informed that the Rev. Lawrence Coughlan is the minister o
procured and residing amongst vou, and <o far as vour paying him
chieerfully the stipend aforesaid. great numbers of vou have refused
to eontribute towards it. inasmuch as he iz annually much in ar-
rears to the disgrace of religion and dishonor to vourselves. T do
therefore desire and command you to pay him what sums are in
arrears, and that yvou also comply with vour said agreement in pay-
ing him annually his salary of €100, every one of vou, according io
vour abilities.”

Governor Byron appointed Mr. Coughlan, a Justice of the
Peace. and he was his firm friend and supporter until he left the
station.

This stands out as an isolated and unique case of a clergyman
bringing his parishioners into a Court of Justice, to secure the
payment of his salarv. But they were under a bond and oblizaticn
which they dishonored.

During these vears it was exceedingly difficult to secure the
services of ordained elergvmen of the Church of Enzland for the
arduous mission work of Newfoundland.  As early as 1696 repre-
sentations were made to the Home Government to send out clergy-
men to eare for the souls of the colonists. Nor was this appeal
ignored by the authorities of that day. The Civil List for 1805
has an allocation of €250, or €50 each for five clergvmen of the
Church of England, and €700 for the building of a parsonage in St.
John’s.  All this from the revenue of the Home Government. Yet
there was no church here established by law. In 1810 the Thurch
of England had only two clergymen in the Colony, but they were
gradually awakening to the spiritual destitution, and churches and
school houses were being erected in many places. The Britisn
Government. in order to make a change for the better, made the
following magnanimous offer, “that any clergyman in Holy Orders,
who would spend seven years in the Colony. in performing the
duties of his sacred office, on returning to England, could pro-







REV.

JOHN McGEARY

REV.

GEORGE SMITH

Lok oAb -

RN AU e

. Nl

i b e (o

RO

£ T

AL LB N,

i




P 6 T




’3?3.53._23;53%.

. | >

7 —

. m
72

ra

\WVIS”

WON

1

Ry
'

is
’




STORY OF METHODISM IN BONAVISTA DISTRICT 39

Mr. Smith, who preached to the passengers and sailors. Afver a
few more difficulties he reached England. He at once entered upon
his duties as a eircuit minister and labored with great acceptance
until January 25th, 1832, when he finished his course with joy.

Dr. Adam Ciarke wrote to Dr. Mayne thanking him for his
services to Mr. Smith, a letter which was greatly appreciated and
kept as a relic of the family. Some seventeen years later we
zet another and last glimpse of Mr. Smith. The new Churches of
St. John's and Carbonear were burnt to the ground. The Rev.
John Pickavant proceeded to England to solicit subscriptions for
rebuilding those places of worship. Mr. Smith at once joined Mr.
Pickavant in his canvass which resulted in the splendid sum of
$10.000 (ten thousand dollars). Rev. George Smith, Bonavista's
pioneer, was a good man, and many in that day will be the stars in
the crown of his rejoicing.
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moralitv. The mfluence of Mr. Smith, during hiz brief sojourn,
had not been lost upon him, which is evidenced by the following
words in his earnest requisition. ~“We would hike Mr. Smith to re-
turn to us, and if that is mmpossible a man of like calibre.™ e
added that a ereat deal would lf"}u'l:'f upon the character of the
man. e delineates personal characteristies. “He must be an
carnest man.”  Splendid qualification! “He must he a man of
plain specch, who will speak in the language understood by the
people.”  Surely another splendid acquisition! The last qualifi-
cation sugvested was most excellent. e was also to be very simple
in his manner=.""  The people of those dayvs were wide awake on
the subject of ministerial supply! Dr. Coke had a large contract
on hand to meet all the wishes of the application.  But he also
was an exceptionally keen and alert man and quite equal to the
occasion and selected an c-_\r«';:!ll-n;lz!_\ cood \H}th;} in the Rev.
William Ward, who had already given a good account of himself.
He was accordingly set apart by the Conference for missionary
work in Newfoundland and ordered to set sail immediately for
Bonavista. No greater honour could have been hestowed on Bona-
vista than in any way to have come in contact with the world re-
nowned Rev. Thomas Coke, D.C.L. It is particularly gratifying to
note the fatherly regard which he manifested towards the “Ancient
Colony™ and its three lone missionaries.  The following letter
found in “Etheridge’s Lafe of Dr. Coke™ s self-explanatory. It
shows the christian love and solicitude for the missionaries under
his superintendence.  Here is the letter sent to the Missionary
Committee on Rev. William Ward’s account:

Near Bolton, May 10, 1810.
To the Rev. Robert Johnson:

“I request that the committee will provide Mr. Ward a large
quantity of flannel and fleece hosiery.  If we don’t we may be un-
intentionally the cause of his death, for he is going to a part of
Newfoundland which is exquisifely cold.  Be pleased also dear
friend to let him have very warm stockings and very warm clothes

of every kind. He is desivous of having a complete set of my com-

mentary. I feel a delicacy in recommending it. 1 beg that he may
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have it. 1 vou send a very large roll of flannel to the other three
preachers vou will do well. And if you add a piece of warm broad-
cloth sufficient to make each a suit of elothes, you will do well.
'l not slacken my hand in begging. . . Let us go on and our
God will protect and bless us, ete.”

If Dr. Coke made these heavy requests, he was all the time
scending in large sams of money. e was a marvellous missionary
collector.  From the Conference of 1810, when Mr. Ward left, until
January 18110 he had sent in sums of money. personally solicited,
to the amount of 835.000.00. The three missionaries received their
flannel and broadeloth and each returned thanks in the Autumn
for the splendid zift.  Our missionaries at that time had no guaran-
teed salary. and were almost entirely dependent upon the liberality
of the ]w(u]llt'.

Mr. Ward labored for two years in Bonavista and was drown-
ed, with all on board the fishing craft. on his way to the District
Meeting in 1812.

As our Bonavista missionaries did not begin to make endur-
ing records of births, ete.. until 1817 there are no written remains
of the Rev. William Ward's ministry. It is a striking coincidence
that the Rev. Dr. Coke who was instrumental in sending Mr. Ward
to Bonavista died on his voyvage to India and was buried at sea, in
the Indian Ocean, just two vears later. While they rang him out
of his native parish church for preaching the doctrines of Method-
i=mi, his evangelical zeal was recognized when too late, but the offi-
cials of Brecon Parish Chureh, Wales, allowed the Methodist min-
isters to instal a mural tablet to his memory. The following is the
inseription :(—

In the Priory Church at Brecon, Wales.
Sacred

“To the memory of the Rev. Thomas Coke, D.C.L., of Jesus
College, Oxford, who was horn in this horough the 9th October, A.D.
1317, was one of the common-council, and in 1770 filled the office
of chief magistrate with honor to himself and equal benefit to the
publie.

“After a zealous ministry for several years in the Estabtished
Church, in 1776, he united himself to the Rev. John Wesley, M.A.,
and preached the gospel with success in various parts of Great -
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{
Britain and Ireland. To him were confided the Foreien Missions
of the Methodists. i support of which he expended a large portion
of his fortune, and with unremitting vigour encountered toils and
self-denial which the christian world  beheld  with  admiration.
After erossing the Atlantic cizhteen times on his visits to the Am-
erican continent and the West Indian colonies, his unwearied spirit
was stirred within him to take part in the noble enterprize of
evangelizing British India. . . He died on the vovage on the
3rd of May, IS1H and his remains were committed to the great
deep until the sea <hall give up h
but his purposes were not but the massion which he had
planned was made abundantly to prosper. . . This monument
was erected ALDL 18230 at the expense of the ministers and  mis-

“dead.  His days were passed

hroken off.,

stonaries with whom he was united. as< a record of their respectfui
aratitude for the disinterested
the long, tried and faithful attachment to  their now glorified

friend.”

<ervices, the eminent usefulness and

The Rev. William Ward also found heaven as near by the way

of the sea and had passed from the minds of the third generation

of Methodists in Bonavista.  There was no recognition untli one
hundred years had passed away, when in 1910, at the sugeestion
of the writer, the Rev. Siduey Bennett, pastor in charge, took steps
to honor the first regularly stationed Methodist minister in Bona-
vista. The writer was also accorded the privilege of unveiling a

tablet to his memory, with the following inscription :
I
Methodist Sunda;

In memory of the
REV. WILLIAM WARD
First stationed Minister of the Bonavista Circuit
Came from England to Bonavista in 13810

Was drowned while enroute from Bonavista to St. John's, 1812,

«ted by the

av Schools of Bonavista

“He being dead yet speaketh.”—Heb. 11 :1.

When we consider how far apart the Atlantic and the Indian
Oceans which sing their requiems to these honoured heralds of the
cross, how appropriate the words of Mrs, MacKay:

“Asleep in Jesus. far from thee

Thy kindred and their graves shall be,
But thine is still a blessed sleep;

From which none ever wakes to weep.”
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CHAPTER VI
Gon prries His WorkmEes, por cannies ox His work.

After the pathetic termination of the short ministry of the
Rev. William Ward, the station remained vacant for one vear,
owine to the lack of Iaborers. The following vear 1813, the vacancy
was= filled by a yvoung man of exceptional promise who was destined
to fill an honored carcer as< a maker of Newfoundiand Methodism.
From that time until the present there has heen no break in the
vearly succession.  The skeleton of the church left hy Mr. Smith

had fallen into decay during the lapse of thirteen years. Mr. Ward

commenced acain with a crant of €11 0 0 from the Missionary
Society which was spent on the new frame of the church.
This  place of worship is called the “Methodist or  Wes-
levan Chapel™ in the existing records, As the word “chapel™

by many

clashed with the Roman Catholic name, it was spoken of
a< the Meeting House.  In course of time the Methodists hecame
drn 1fied t‘lu-',i‘,_]! to \;"':xl\ of 1]!@1' ;-lle.- :«Q' \\-,1'~];?§. as a (-]_””n-h.

Time passed on and the Methodist preacher was ordained to ad-

minister the sacraments and was accorded the legal authority fo

The Rev. John Pickavant of St. John's wis presented with

a beautiful Gown and Bands and soon every Methodist Minister in
the Colony adopted it. The adherents of Methodism ealled their
places of worship “the Methodist church.” for they fell hack on
the ancient definition of a church as a ]":h'r where “the word of
God i= regularly preached and the sacraments duly administered.™
\nd their veneration was further emphasized for the Methodist

minister by dubbing him “parson™ and his residence “the par-

" and the first churches in many other parts of the Colony.
had a second pulpit which in the minister’s ahsence was occupied
v the local preacher, the exhorter or the lay reader.

The Rev. William Eilis preached in the first church in the

month of February 1814, and the following summer it was com-
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pleted.  The carcefully kept accounts are most accurate, <howing
the income and expenditure of pounds, hillines and pence.  The

hoard of manacement found it exceedinely diffienlt to meet the

f 7!!5}.1\7‘!‘ amdg rn ‘ expens=es of the “‘"!".".. ;l"i

quirements of
le'\ saw a debt continually aceumulatine until it reached €217,
Charles Saint. James Mouland  and Sam=on Mifflin we
creditors.  Mr. Saint’s amount was €152 5« Gd. and the other

parties carried the balance. It also appear

free until the vear 1823, when they were <ol

DT

sumably. of reducing the hurden upon the committee of manage-
ment.  The callery =cems to have heen the most popular nart of

the church and brought the larvest amount by the =ale of pews. The

pews in the hody of the «hw ranged from €10.0.0 to £1.0.0

and those in the callery from €20.0.0 to €3.10.10. 1t will be

of oreat rest to the present generation to know who puar

Yllwﬂ'}!"'\\‘. l'-\ this method the present nerati may be ahble tn

trace some of their far awav ancestors,

Ehaties Sant . .- .. .. e O |

|

2 Alexandler Strathie .. . . =i o s 6 0 0
}  Charles Saint and Mrs. Skiffington ... ... .... 5 0 0
i Thomas Reader, Sr. ... ... ... ... 8 O 0

S SHODEEe LN L s e S 5 -8B
EadaryHowee - -~ .- - ..~ — .. .- . ... 50 0
v James Mouland
8 JJoseph Al
9% Hugh Abhott, W, Abbott, Richard Reader, G
10 James Brown ... ... .covh i oinnn =G
I1 Robert Brown ... ... ... ... ..o ccs ... 500 0

*Perhaps these were four single ma

DOLEE B L . e e 11 0 0

1 Narah Abbott : S e S e W 20 0 0
$ James Monland ... ... .- . i G i aaes 10 0 0
3 Samson Miffhn ... ... ... ... :
T LT TR e e SO e SN S = 5 0 0

Do WHIRID Cooke o0 i e i .. 310 0

A

$
£

mo

%
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¢ John and Thomas Hicks ... ... ... ... ... .. 8 0 0

¢ Thonmins HaekE S T s i it s o ey ¢ ey LI
S Penjamin Cole S e 10 0 0
B ATy I T B TR . I S e s A 8 5 0
10 Mre. Wm Alexander . - v ot soe s tis ... 710 0
11— Messrs. Campbell . .0 .. w0 oo o8 Sen siaes 8 5 0
12 =eoroe SO T T e e e e ek e 6 5 ©
13 Stephen Sexton, Thos. Hampton ... ... ... .. 6 5 90
14 Richard Abbott ... ... ..... PR = e 11 5 ©

The purchasers of the pews had subscribed previously, durinz
the ten vears. to build and to keep up the place of worship. Those
amounts, also are very carcfully recorded.  The study of these
statisties is an interesting object lesson on conditions existing over

100 vears ago.

We were then a Crown Colony without a cent of deht, but the
cconomic conditions mav not have been as good as they are to-day.
The minister’s house account about the time of the last strugele
with France at Waterloo is as follows: TTe paid for codfish $2.40
per qtl.: Flour was about £15.40 per harrel one vear. seven years
later $11.20: Tea £1.25 per Ih.: Coffee 8£1.35: Sucar 17 cts. per
.« Brown Suear 16 ¢t=. : Candles 30 ets. per Ih. and =0 on. Cloth-
ine would be more substantial. fuel abundant.  Either each fish-
erman must have caught more fish, or they must have heen times
of hardship for many people.  Fish a staple cash commaodity at
£2.00 to %£2.50 per quintal and flour ranging from $12 to $15.
“How savest thou that the former times were hetter than these 27
“The lines have fallen unto us in pleasant places” The amount
subseribd towards the Minister's support in 1823 was £36 95, 3d.
or $137.85. A grant from the Missionary Society, London, of
¢S 7=, 10d. brought the amount to €51 1250 1d. or over $200.00.
Me was a single man and must have found it hard to make in-
come and expenditure harmonize.  Here is the minister’s fee for
1819, A pound means four dollars currency. Tt is remarkablv
vood iving irrespective of the times.  There is only one, one dol-
lar subseriber in the list.  Thev were anxious to retain their

minister:
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"Tis but the flapping of a sail,
And not a rent made by the gale.
In spite of rock and tempest roar,
In <pite of false lights on the shore
Nail on. nor fear to hreast the sea.
Our hearts. our hopes are all in thee,
Oy hearts, onr hopes, our prayers. our tears,
Onr faith. triumphant o’er our fears,
Are all with thee. are all with thee”

“Who hath despiced the day of small thing<™  Four years
after the selling of pews the Methodist constituency had doubled
and has heen gradually inereasing ever since.  That first church
often resounded with the erv of the penitent and the rejoicing of
new-Yorn souls.  This was God's richest benediction and heaven's
highst dedication.

A few weeks after the arrival of the Rev. William Ellis new
Iife came into the souls n]lli<'k1'!l"~] during the brief =ojourn of the
ainted Rev. Georze Smith and the two vear's ministry of the Rev.
William Ward. On Christmas Day. 1813, the first sacramental
cervice was held. when nineteen of the twenty-three members par-
took of the Lords Suppr for tlie first time in their lives,

The first Wateh-Night serviee took place in the house of Mr.
Oldford. One who was no well-wisher of the new sect, which he
Jdesienated “the new-fangled religion™ hoped his Satanic Majesty
would visit them. but Mr. Ellis recorded in his journal that “Jesus
Christ was there instead and soon numbers were added unto the
Lord.”

By the vear 1823 Methodism had zot a substantial footh Jd in
I:nn;n.i_q;x, The Rev. William Wilson who afterwards wrote “New-
foundland and its Missions.” the first history of Newfoundlan:
Methodism, npvnc-tl the first hook for recording the membership of
the Cirenit. T can think of nothing more interesting to the Meth-
odists of the fourth generation than to read the names of a pions

ancestry.
The Clusses with Uieir Leaders and Members in 1823,
1. Philip Swyers, Leader: Joseph Abbott, Jr.: William Ab-
hott, Sr.; Abigail Abbott, James Abbott, Thomas Hicks, Johu




e /

50 STORY OF METHODISM IN BONAVISTA DISTRICT

Hicks, Elizabeth Lander. Lvdia Mav, William Abbott, Jr.; Charles
Fisher, Elizabeth Bradlev. Stephen Abbott. Martha Abbott, Jr.:
Abraham Abbott. Hannah Ablott.

2. Benjamin Cole. Leader: Stephen Mowland, William Ab-
bott. Henry Abbott. Catherine Mowland., Mary Jane Mowland.
Mary Mowland of Huch, Ann Mowland, Jane Mowland. Sarah
Mowland. Elizabeth Mowland, Martha Mowland. Huch  Abbott.
James Way, Martha Wav. FEmma Skiffington. Stephen Sexton,
Honor Abbott, Mary Whiffen, Mary Lander. Thomas Reader. John
Skiffington, Grace Hosier, Stephen Abbott, James Harrison. James

Hampton.

3. Hannah Saint. Leader: izabeth  Reader.  Elizabeth
Cool. Honor Little, Flora Ollford. Mary Harrison. Elizabeth
Hampion. Ann Sexton. Elizaleth Campbell. Jane Little. Mary
House, Marvy Wells, Ann Romaine, Elizalu Curtis, Dinah Cole,
James Monland., Sr.: Honor Ford., Mary Philpott.

L. Charles Saint. Leader: William Cole. James Mowland.
Sr.: James Mowland, Jr.: William Cooke. George Oldford. Giles
Little, Ge

ree Philpott, John Romaine.

a. .':N-M; Abhott. Leade r: Hannah .\'~"v'>H. l.'t-'_’c'!' .\‘.v‘r"'?!.
Richard Ablott. Elizabeth Thicks. Jane Hicks. Sarah Beaumont.
Sr.: Sarah Beavmont., Jro: William DBrown, Jane Brown. Susan

Camphell, John Abbott, Jane Hicks.

Total for Benavista including Catalina and Bird Tsland Cove
(Elliston). 113.

The few vodly people who came to Mr. \\<4'~|c~.\ in 1739 re-
questing him to meet with them from time to time and advise
with them how “to flee from the wrath to come.” little knew how
much they were contributing towards the erection of the oreal
Methodist Temple, then enly in the carly stases of its construc-

tion, a church with upwards of thirtv-five millions throurhout the

workl.  They came together on Thursdavs and their numbers in-

creased and classes of about twelve persons were formed. with suit-
:l“'!" persons as le JEIE' rs. l; e ",“ SASACIons move .un-..]j.};”p.! ﬂ|,~

work of John Wesley, as nothing else conld have done, and saved his
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evangelical efforts from becoming a rope of sand, as in the case
of that murvellous evangelist and soul winner the Rev. George
Whitfield.

Bonavista Methodism has never  lacked  leadership. The
pioncers of early Methodism <av die need of the class meeting as a
helpful means of grace: and they cultivated it and sought out mea
of ol repute to be co-workers together with them for the ad-
vancement of the kingdom of Jesus Chrnist.

Brethren of honerable mention like Charles Saint. Benjamin
Cole, Philip Swyers, Joseph Abbott and others, were succeeded by
others cqually honourable, fired by the same zeal for the souls
of men. Their successors in office to-day are Bro. Philip White
who meets an exceptionally large class which met for a long time
in the church on Sabbath afterncons.  Bro. White can sing un-
reservedly, “Surely my captain may depend on me.”  Bro. Heze-
kiah Abbott has rendered splendid service to the Church of his
choice.  Few men have travelled more miles to assist the minister
and the Quarterly Official Board. Brother Dugald Whiffen i<
also in charge of a class of earnest souls. The real worth of Bro.
Thomas House would be hard to caleulate. A worthy son of &
worthy sire, Recording Steward. Secretary of Trostee  Board.
Class Leader and Exhorter.  And always deeply interested in the
welfare of the minister and his family.  Few men will be missed
more than our respected townsman wh-n God calls him home.

Bro. Samuel Little. in the evening of life is trying from week
to week to speak “a word in season to him that is weary.” How
can we think of Charles Saint of pious memory without a succes-
wor. His descendant of the third generation, Bro. George Saint, is
trving to uphold the honor of the sanctuary as a Class Leader,
&c.  Bro. Alexander Shirran is also doing his part as Superin-
tendent of the Canaille Sunday School and leader of class. Henry
J. Abbott, Suprintendent of the largest Sunday Scheol at Bay-
lev's Cove and the choir master, while Bro. Herbert J. Swyers
holds an Adult Bible Class on Sablbath afternoons, but on aceount
of great pressure of business duties has resigued some of his ol
time offices.

We reiterate, in closing this chapter. that the class meeting is
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the nearest approach to that part of our creed which declares “I
believe in the communion of saints™ We are convinced that we
have Scripture warrant for this means of grace, “Come and hear
all ve that fear God and 1 will declare what great things God hath
done for my soul.” This time honored institution has the Apo-
stolic imprint. “Truly our fellowship is with the Father and with
his Son Jesus Christ.” and Methodism will be largely shorn of her
strength when she goes back upon the class meeting: and the
answer to the question that has for a long time puzzled the ad-
versaries who have marvelled at her phenomenal growth and pro-

gress, will have been discovered, viz,, “Tell me wherein they great

strength lieth 27 Answer: The clorious and time honored institu-

tion, the Class Meecting.
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CHAPTER VIL

Tue Friexps axp WELL-WISHERS OF EarLY METHODISM.

As the population of Bonavista was largely Episcopalian at
the advent of the Methodist precaher. it was necessary when the
travelling preacher came to town, that he should find sympathizer<,
and that he should meet those who would be prepared to hear his
message, and if his stay was to be permanent that he should find
supporters. Some very eminent and praiseworthy people gave of
their practical sympathy. They attended the first place of wor-
ship which their money helped to erect.  They also liberally con-
tributed towards its upkeep and to the support of the minister.
Many of them were large hearted and liberal souls: and while they
never gave up their adherence to the Church of their fathers, the
Church of England, vet until there was a regularly stationed clergy-
man amongst them, of their own persuasion, they worshipped with
and approved themselves the staunch friends of Methodism. For-
tunately the records are preserved, showing after more than a cen-
tury, their liberal contributions towards the minister’s salary and
the support of the Methodist Church. Othiers became wedded to
the new sect, and the matrimonial attachment was such, that they
were never divorced from the church of their espousal, until they
were called to join “the general assembly and church of the first
born which is written in heaven.”

As a debt to Methodism we have tried to rescue from oblivion
some of the old time friends and sympathizers and to pay a tribute
to their memory, and also to others not so remote, who were
closely attached to the church of their choice and to say a kindly
word of appreciation.

The Family of Giles Hoster, Esq.
Giles Hosier, Esq.. for many years carried on merchandize at
Bonavista. He came from England and subsequently married Miss
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Grace Newelll daughter of Captain Newell of Trinity.  Mr. Hosier
lived ina lordly home in good English stvle. He was well edu-
cated. 2 man of refined tastes and superior attaimments, which
qualitics were transmitted to a Jarge family of Interesting sons
and daughters. Having lived to see his happy family attain unto

voung manhood and womanhood. other davs and other fortunes

came.  This was during the interval between the death by drown-
g of the Rev, Wiliam Ward and the advent of the Rev. William

Ellis the following vear.  His «on William, a promising vouth of

nineteen vears, had gone to St John's 1o secure the Fall's mer-

Hize and on his wav home the <hip and cargo valued at several
thousands of pounds. was lost with all hands.  The vounz man
had been converted a hittle while before in a Methodist service.

There was no insurance, and the loss spelt ruin o the Hosiers.
In a few weeks he died of a broken heart, followed I

) other
i his H3th vear, on the 10th of Novo, 18120 Mrs. Hosier was
left 1o face the world with four daughters, They were all alented
and aitractive. What became of them? Miss Bessie opened a day

~schoc! ina room of the old homestead.  There was ne Government

eyl he had 1o charge S6.00 per vear for fees, After a few
vears she was married 1o Mre. Fiefield and was the only one of the
Jdan spend her davs o Bonavista, The second danghier.

Miss Jane, married tne Rev, Nimman Barr whoe boarded with Mrs.

Hosier, the motherly soul who for several vears attended to the

wants of the carly preachers at the Hosier mansion.  After seven
vears the Rev. N\

n Barr returned to Scotland and of course,
Mrs. Barr aceompanted her hushand.,  One of their sons, Thomas,
wias enrolled as a student of Trinity College, Oxford, England,
from whenee he graduated and obtaming Holy Orders, became o
Church of England clergvman. He was a class mate of Edward
Prinee of Wales, afterwvards King Edward VI, and had a fund
of anecdotes of the roval scion of the kingdom and the pranks of
his school days at Oxford.

By a strange and fortaitous combination of circumstances, a

oy mamed John E. Congdon, a graduate of Oxford Uni-
versity, a master of seven languages, came to Bonavista.  He had

travelled oxtensively after his college days with some  wealthy
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amoured of Hannah. They mar
' ademy in North Dakota,

U.S.A. and in the vear i858 Mr:. Congdon died at the home of
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the pioneer of Grand Bank Methodism.

\‘:’~ 1 1 1 ( clever s - ind
« chiters | I s { < ( <SS oTal SOnNs, a )
m ar % \ S S < parts Y < H

Db i

3 Three Chairs of the Hosier Hom=,Purchased by Dr. Campbeil.

3 i
mother to the single vomr ministers as they came for their briel £
; : . : %

sojourns to Bonavista. a ’ irse of time the old Hosier dwel
| : ling passed into possess of the Methodists, being the first mis- 3
siol s i < Or more, as a mar-
{ i S pa ! - o his
( s in
In 1858 ; y S R T < Harris
- F
P ! min S Tes i
: - i
\ . Mrs. 1 s ind pur- '

-~ om e




56 STORY OF METHODISM IN BOCNAVISTA DISTRICT

chased in part by Mr. Mowland. Part came into the family of
Mr. Mitflin.  Three of these chairs came into possession nl'v Dr.
Camphell, St John®s, Nfld. The maker was Hipolewhite, one of
three celebrated manufacturers of furniture of the 18th century
'”l",\’ bear the Prince of Wales erest of feathers and the Teh I/l.«'.:,.
I serve™ One of the chairs for which Dr. Camphell gave $60.00

could have hrought 525000 a <hort while ago.

John Bland, Esq., J.P., Merchant.

Methodi=m had no warmer friend and well-wisher than John
Bland, Esq.. J.P. e was well to do and held the highest position
in the community.  We have no record of his attitude towards Mr.
Ward after his arrival. Evervthing appertaining to Mr. Ward and
his work, in absence of enduring records, has passed from human
memory.  Mr. Bland left a son Felix and we can glean no more,
But he was certainly the instrument in stirring up Dr. Thomas
Coke and the Weslevan missionary commitice to the spiritual con-
dition of the town over which he had the eivil jurisdiction.  He
secured a pastor for the scattered sheep whoe had not seen the face
of a minister of the gospel for thirteen vears.  His attentions to
the Rev. George Smnth assisted !-_\ the wood offices of Dr. .\l;l.\ll".
in nursing the missionary back to health and strength were acts

most certainly very praiseworthy.

Namson Mifflin, Esq., Merchant.

Samson Miffiin was another well-wisher of the new cause,
who showed us no small Kindness and did what lay in his power to
enhance the nterests of Methodism, e being a merchant, sup-
phied the necesaaries for the minister’s table. e also found what
was necessary for the House of Praver.  When the debt was €257,
he carried a constderalile share of i, He kept the church accounts
aceurately for many vears.  lie purchased one of the pews in the
;‘.'l”r;_\ of the firsi church and his annual nl-m'li!»iill!. towards the
minister's safary was € Is 0do He holds a staunch place amony
our early supporters. Iis dust hies interred in the Church of Eng-

land cemetery.
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Gerard Ford. Esy.. Stipendiary Magistrate.

Magistrate Ford had the reputation of interfering with the
Methodists on the oecasion of erecting their flag staff for Divine
Waorship.  But on looking back through a century of years, and
taking other things into account. we think in charity that it was

o

only the result of a misunderstanding.  He soon changed his opin-
ion upon a better understanding of the fitness of things.  Shortly
alterwards his name stands for 2 pew in the Methodist Church at b
¢85 0d and from 1815 onwards he subzeribed €3.0.0 per vear to- 5
wards the minister’s support.  His daughter was a life long mem-

ber of the church and his grandsons, Messrs, Thomas and William 13
Ford and families are Methodists, *

The Saint Family.
Amone ithe first converts of the Rev. George Smith at Boua- + [
vista about 1794 was Charles Saint, a voung Englishman. He | B
$ was of a reticent and shy disposition. and never told his spiritual
father that he was his son in the gospel. The Revs. John Rem-
mington. William Ward and William Eliis and others were loud in ; i
their praises of Kindnesses received at the hands of Charles Saint
and his pions help-meet, Hannah Saint, the first female class

leader in Bonavista.  He and his descendants rendered splendid

AT €0

service to the cause of God. Charles Saint, then elder, died in
Az, 8018000 aged 6 vears. This is the record on his tomb-stone:

“To the memory of CHARLES SAINT who departed this
6 vears.  He, together with

life on the sth of Ansust, 1810, aged 3
Thomas Bass, veceived the first Weslevan Missionary into their
house.  When the first elass was formed he continued one of its
members. and for many vears was a devoted and zealous class
leader and exhorter and was made a blessing to many. The truth

ported him under and enabled him to triumph in the midst of ex-
treme sufferings with which his useful life terminated.
“Mark the perfect man and hehold the upright for the end of

*—Ps 37:3;

T L LA ACRRER S BV Y 2 S e S 45

that man is peace.
The greatest in the Jand neght well covet such a eulogy. His o
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whom we shall hear more. Sarah Beaumont married the Rev.
Joseph Gaetz and removed with her husband to the Nova Seotia
Conference. Charles Saint of Charles liners wit hus in his 92n4

vear and never misses Sunday morning pravers. George W. Saint

will remembered the widows and orphans of his Mrﬂ\;vl:m- by a be-

f

i= representing the good name of illustrious ancestors as Class ]
Leader, exhorter and church official. gf;f
3
Mr. Thomas Bass.
Not much is now known of Mr. Bass.  The name has di:
| appeared from the community.  In conjunction with Mr. Saint he ‘
| feund a home for the first missionaries from 1794 until 1818, after Ee
| which Rev. Richard Knight and others were domiciled with the : 9
| Hoster family until the Rev. William Wilson oceupied  the ol it }
i Hosier residence as a parsonage in 1829 and as a married minister. s
- “A cup of cold water given unto a disciple shall not lose its re- "}g
| ward.,”™  The name has long disappeared from the community. No i
1 dewcendants are to be found. i
| SR
| _\//'_ i l.v',/:':"tl .I.Ir .I'VIN'/l‘I‘. 5S
! Mr. Alesander came to Bonavista to open a mercantile bhusi- -3
! ness over one hundred vears avo. Mr. Alexander Strathie a vouns
| Scoteh tradesman came to Bonavista to build a hoose for Mr. Wil- < i
| liam Mexander. afterwards of the firm of Alexander & Co. Dur :
! ine the bmildine of that residence the two Scotchmen made their
| home at Mrs, Hosier's,  Mr. William Alexander was an energetic :
| husiness man and soon founded a flourishing firm.  Ie gave 51
% practical svmpathy to the Methodists. e helped with a loan of i
| £126. This was repaid four vears later. He purchased two pews in ; 2 ¢
| the first Methodist Church. On the arrival of Rev. George Coster ‘*‘ i
| in 1823, he took up his place within the Church of England. In : o |
| manhood’s prime he died suddenly feaving a helpless family.  His . 4
i son Robert hecame a prominent St. John’s merchant and in his 4
|
| quest of $8.000.00 to the poor of Bonavista, which is invested n i
| Government debentures at 4 per cent., the three clergymen with |
i 1 the magistrate meet once a vear to arrange the allocation to worthy 4
| cases of need. A\ verv worthy act and no doubt inspired the late 18
= :
4
|
|
|
1
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Hon. James Ryvan to do a similar act of kindness by a bequest of
$5.000.

The Strathie Family.

Alexander and Robert Strathie were brothers.  Alexander
made his future home in Bonavista and Robert in Catalina. Mr.
Strathie the artizan and Mr. Alexander the merchant were both
Scotch Preshyterians. The former became a staunch Methodist
ana also his descendants, the latter became an ardent Episcopalian.
Alexander Strathie had two sons, Alexander and Robert.  Alex-
ander. Jr. had thirteen children. Two sens. Joseph and Ronald,
have spent their lives in the town with the exception of a littie
while in Canada and elsewhere. Two <ons went out to British
Columbia.  Ropald’s son Henrve manifested the true Scottish
blood and inherent pluck of his creat grandsirve. by being the first
Bonavista Loy to volunteer to fight for King and countiy, and the
second te fall in the ever memorable July 1<t drive. The Strathies

were alwavs cood eitizens,

Mr. Benjamin Cole.

Benjamin Cole, noble coadjutor with Charles Saint the elder,
expired on the street of Canaille, Bonavista, in extreme old aze
on the 7th April. 1869,

Of him it is recorded I,:.' the Rev. John Goodison: “One of
the best of men. e lived to God’s glory and died trusting in
Christ.  Of him it maz truly be said, “Blessed are the dead whicn
die in the Lord.” He was both local preacher and elass leader and
his large class in 1823 tells of his popolarity with his members.

Mr. James Mouland.

Methodism from its carliest days has never wanted a Mouland
to stand up for its teaching and practice.  James Mouland was
probably the grandson ol Hugh Mouland an Englishman. The
first Hugh Mouland would appear to have come to Bonavista early
in the cighteenth century.  James Mouland was a member of the
church and being an independent planter was always ready with
his support.  In 1823 he paid €20 for two pews and in 1819 he
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There ha cen al ! ecscendants i Mockbeeear, many

Moulands eminent for their simple coodness and stirling christian

cter.  Many of the Moulands lived to a great age.

RPNE St

cood help to Methodism.  The

ev, George Smith, drank his hirst cup ol tea at the home
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The Late JAMES BROWN, ESQ., J.P.
A very useful Layman.

] r<. James Brown. In 1830 he was a class leader anl
for some vears afterwards. The descendants scattered to Mus-
crave Town, Newman'’s Cove and elsewhere.  James Brown, Esq.,

J.P.. remained and served his generation . hi hurch i1

"™
a a i s cnuren in pona-

T TR R
-
w

sta. He was a very acceptable Lay Reader and Sunday Schooi

s
/
/

1iin a few weeks of his 20th vear and was buried on August 30th,

R
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1918, A large concourse of members of the L. O. A. and citizens
followed him to his last resting place.

The late John Brown was a very intellicent christian and his
carly death was greatly lamented.  He was a worthy and useful
Church official.  His daughter Miss Ethel has rendered good ser-
vice as Day School teacher and Church orcanist and in many other
ways.  The Browns are still represented by James Brown, nephow
of the late James Brown, J.P.. as Class Leader, exhorter and Sun-
day School worker.  Tis son Elias Bond served Britannia Cove

Mission for a vear. He is now with Hlis Majestv's Forces. “The

blessing of the Lord is in the house of the righteous.”
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CHAPTER VIII.
Orner Friexps axp ADIHERENTS.

The Reader Family.

The Readers in the past contributed their quota to its growth,
progress and consolidation of Methodism.  In 1823 Elizabeth
Reader is recorded as a member of the church.  Sixty yvears ago
Gieorae Reader had a elass of 16 members,  James Reader had a
class in 1862, Jobn Reader also cave good service in this depart-
ment of church work. John Reader had also a prominent place as
ministers” friend and supporter of all good objects. Wiliam Reader
can be relied upon at all times for any work that helps the cause
along. Mav the Church of God be still represented in its future
activities by this honored name. John Reader, Jr.. RN.R., was
among the first volunteers, a hoy of sixteen. Mr. Albert i. Reader
a respected citizen i< a son of the late John Reader.

The House Family.

Mr. Henry Mouse was alwavs a staunch member of the
Church of England. He had little use for the people called Meth-
odists. The Lord met him one night on the way from Church
and he arrived home a penitent seeker of <alvation. e found the
pearl of great price. e joined the Methodists, It was not long
before the Church recognized his gifts and in 1857 he hecame a
("lass Leader. e has a worthy saceessor in his son, Mr. Thomas
House, who has rendered long and valuable service in nearly every
department where a Layman can serve Methodizsm. He is ripening
for the better world, hut his spirit is as young as ever.

The Ablott Family.
No history of Bonavista Methodism would be complete with-

out a reference to one of the most numerons family names in the
whole community.  On the first hst of membership we find the
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name of Abbott as leader and members,  Joseph Abbott led the

way in the first decade of Methodism and the Ablotts have al-
wavs had their representatives in chureli Life.  In 1822 Joseph
Abbott had 22 members, and thirtv-five vears later. in 1857, he still

retained 26 names on his Class Dook. It appears Y!l.‘ll ”l"' .\h‘

botts sprangs from two stocks, one came direet from Encland a

the other from a northern settlement..
Abraham Abbott mav be recarded as a celebrity in his wav.

He was Exhorner and Class Leader On one ocea<ton e was

brought into court for somie remark made in the pulpit.  Before
the verdiet was given Mr. Abbott was aske for his defence, accord
ing to British fair plav. and his acensers were put to silence andd

Abraham. though “severely tried™ walked trinmphantly from the
Court Room. He was <till at his post of dutv in 1866, Havi

served his generation by the will of God. he fell a<leen on Mareh

Ist, 1831 in his 81st vear. “The m £ the just is blessed.
James Abbott, another of the poble standard bearers in 1853
had 26 names on his register. Roger Abbott has for many vears

man i i Loval Oranse Association.  Hezekiah

Abbatt 1< a \n-x?" diccessor of a coond <tock. He has rh::r_'_'-- of

been a stro

over forty members and thev all lwe him. He 1= a valuabile mem-
bwr of the ons Ul ch I = i< i n
lovine, faithful and willinge <erviee. Mav he live lone to continn-
his cheerful services as trostee, class-leader, exhorter and collector
of minister’s stipendd. s godly wife after 2 lone and painful
affhiction has passed over the Jordan 1 imphantly.
The Powell |
The late Joseph Powell u ! . 14 1 ved vlone
the Church of Enclan T [ HE hia ne 1o Donavista
a Confirmation service, A\t the same t a revival was in progress

in the Methodist Chureh under the ministev of the Rev. Thomas

Smith. The spirit’s appeals were mizhty upon the lad. The ques-
tion came, as he told the writer, “shall |

o to my church and be
confirmed or shall 1 oo to the Methodist Chureh and ol )
He chose the latter part No man ever rendere niore faitn-

ful service to Methodism in Bonavista. He was alwayvs at the pos:
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after a oo s Iv war
<hock of « seas 40

Alfre fin ! 1 <1eal
led him 1 A

REV. ROBERT A. SWYERS,
Manitoba Conference, entered Ministry
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were l!il:“ ~Ons, (;-'ﬂr'_'u'. l:n:'-r. “'i”i;l!ll. ‘;i‘t‘x “H‘---'N. 'I"Inlhtl-.
James, Joseph and John,  No Letter men conld be found for the
country’s husiness.  They were sober, honest and industrious. The
danzhter of Thomas was the church organist.  Only two ladies
Lorn in Bonavista have vet oceupied the parsonaze 2< the pastor’s
wife, and Mrs. (Rev.) George C. Frazer, daughter of the above
Themas Harris, was one, andthe wife of the writer, the dauchter of
Yev. Thomas Harris, i the other. Adam Harris, son of James
Harri<. was a good christian, a Trustee and greatly in love with the

church. He died in great peace. He remiembered the Trustees by

leaving a subseription to their funds. A worthy example for others,

'l‘:" ‘ I,l‘”’: I“l’hv l.!'.:,'_

The Litzle’s also spans of '.\n!"!l_‘ stock.,  Giles Little came 19

Wravisia g ocentiur ared half a0, He marrie | \lfw .'nl!l'~ !

“rinity. he frait of this marriase wa< four son< and  several
danerhters, These four cons in turn married and ha 'l apward of thir
tv sons. Giles and Honor lived lone, Mrs. Little attainine upward:
of one hondred., William Little of Giles married ™ Miss Jan
White asd i sa'd 1o have Jdied

William. Ceoras. - Joswiks.

103 vears.  His sons were., John,

and Samuel. Samuel only re-

mwair, He ic cofne alon s towards eichty and still holds on to his

las of which he ha: been ':':I'}i'r for manv vears. ”t":n' pran

the lar o family of Littles with their divisions and sub-divisions.
Jocph Fisher of Cape Shore, was alwavs husy in the ser-

viee of his Lord and Methodism.  But this is not all.  We have

Iv tonched the fringe of this intensely interesting subjecr.

2
Like Panl we must ¢lose by saving: “What shall T more say? For
the time would fail me to tell of the Groves, Templemans, Trem-
Iletts, ”'l ks, Whiffens, Wells, \'hirr;n'u Cnffs, "H'L. Fi~]||‘r~.
Romains and many others, whoe these 125 vears, sinee the advent
of Methodism, have helped to make our Zion to prosper and to Lo
a praise in the community.  And honourable women from Hannah
Saint to the present Jdav, who assiste ! in Inilding up God's herit-
ace. Some families were prominent in one decade and some in
another.  They had their failings as we have now.  They contend-

ed for the mastery and gained 1. “They wrestled hard as we do
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now with sins and doubts and fears.”™ Families come and go, God’s

work goes on for ever.

“One army of the living God,

To His command we bow:

l’:”" "" ”‘\ hli-l }lil‘\l' (‘I'H>.~ml [hn' Ii«unl.
And part are crossing now.”
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CHAPTER IX.

PERSECUTIONS BECAUSE OF THE WORD AND SPIRITUAL PROSPERITY.
“But the word of God grew and muliiplied.”—Acts 12:24

No sooner did the heralds of the cross lift up their voice
against the prevailing evils and moral conditions of the commum-
tv. than persecutions arose because of the word. The faithful ad-
monitions and stirring warnings of God’s servants were followed
by persecution. What could be otherwise expected? There was
practically no Sabbath. Stores were kept open on the Lord’s day
and evervthing connected with the fishery, except taking it out of
the water, went along as on the week day. Outside of the short
service held by Mr. Ackerman, during which time he closed his
store, the day was a strange contrast to our quiet Christian Sab-
hath. Nor did the large majority of the community want it other-
wise. The movement of Magistrate Bland and the requisitionists
for a Methodist preacher was off-set by another. Was it not ever
thus? They stoned Paul at Iconium. At Ephesus they cried for
three hours “Great is Diana of the Euphesians,” and at Thessalo-
nica they shouted “the men who turned the world upside down
have come hither also.” At Carbonear the enemies of Methodism
watched their opportunity and locked the Rev. William Bulpitt in
a smoke house where he barely escaped death by suffocation. At
Trinity they tarred Mr. Hoskins, but this act was committed by
some English sailors. At Poole’s Island they blubbered the Res.
Josph Todhunter, which necessitated him to return to England.
Nor were the Methodists wanted in Bonavista. Why ? Because they
were misunderstood. Mr. Bland was succeeded by Mr. Gerard
Ford who in turn was carried away by the dissimulation, and but
for the timely intervention of Mr. Charles Saint, the obnoxious
flagstafl would have been levelled with the ground. Perhaps Mr.
Ford was acting according to the light he had. It made a ripple
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on the waters bt it soon subsided.  The fact that Mr. Ford gave
ER.10.0 for his pew and for a number of vears subscribed €3 an-
nually towards the minister’s salary is safficient evidence of his
vood will towards us.  He followed the Methodist services in the
absence of a clerevman of his own denomination. His danghter was
a life long member of the Methodist Church. To-day he is repre-
sented by Messess Thomas and William Ford and their families,
But the perseention did not end there, it was kept up vigorousls
for many vears.  English carly Methodism has a considerable story
to tell along the hines of “martyrology.”™  John and Charles Wes-
ley were often assailed by the mob and carried the scars inflicted by
their enemies to the grave. John Nelson and many of his fellow
prachers had to payv the price. The preachers in Newfoundland
on the wholeo Tared better. They tried the rather to kill them
with the mouth and failed. A< they called them in the British
Isles. <uch names as swaddlers, ranters and other  oppnobrious
epithets, <o in Newloundland they were dubbed by such nicknames<
as gabbites, crawlers and other appelations. Buat all that was more
than offzet by the exceeding ereat Kindness of their friends an |
svmpathizers.  One offender invaded the church in Bonavista,
stole the pulpit coshions and hooks and did other damage to the
property. e was arvested and sent for a term of imprisonment
to Harbor Grace jail. At the expiration of his sentence he starte!
for home and was <o frost hitten on the journey that his legs wer
ampuitated above the knees. Do Smith in his “History of Meth-
odism in Eastern British Ameriea,” says that “he literally crawl-
od about the streets of Bonavista and often called at the parsonage
to solicit an alm<."  But a better feeling gradually -]vu*lwtwd and
now the narrow minded bigotry of early decades of Methodist of -
fort are well nigh a thing of the past. and the four christian de-
nominations, while they may not always sce eve to eve in minor
matters, work together harsonionsly for the highest good of the
community.  That there was room for the leaven of Methodism in
Bonavista is abundantly proved by the evidences that are acces-
sible at this date. But the strongest testimony of all is the man-
ner in which the venerable Mr. Ackerman deseribed the moral
condition of the place to Mr. Gaylor a hittle previous to 1822, <At
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so low an ebh was religion at this place. that if he should die he
did not know any person who could read the burial service over
him.”

And what kind of preaching made the persecution and rous-
ed, raised and proved in the end such a blessing to the people, and
transformed the moral and relicions tone of the town, restoring the
Sabbath to its primitive simplicity, remaking and remoulding the
characters of its inhabitant=? Those early preachers were not re-
agarded as very =cholarly men. They were not university gradu-
ates, but they had graduated in the world’s university. They were
observant men. they also zave attendance to reading.

Mr. Weslev required his preachers to give from four to six
hours every day to reading the best theological, scientific and
philosophical literature.  They continually came in touch with the
brainiest men and they were thinkers.  They preached original sin
and showed that man was a <inner and as such he was exhorted o
repent of his wickedness. The nature of evangelical repentance
was duly emphasized. and then the penitent was directed “to the
Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world.” Thos:
preachers made the word =hehold™ thrill with a new meaning. They
made their hearers view the man transfixed on calvary.  Through
their penitent tears they saw him “who was marred more than any
man and his form more than the sons of men.”  They preached
justification by faith. accompanied by the Witness of the Spirit,
adoption and regeneration.  Justification by faith and regenera-
tion through the Holy Spirit. What God would do for them
through His Son and what he would work in them through His
Holy Spirit. They taught progress in the divine life. That holi-
ness, or maturity of Christian grace and purity without which no
man can see the Lord.”™  Thev urged their hearers to make the best
use of their earthly probation. assuring them that, “It is appoint-
ed unto man once to die and after this the judgment.” They spoka
of heaven with all its happiness and exhorted their hearers to seek
it while they led the way thitherward. They preached also of a
place of perdition and warned their hearers “to flee from the wrath
to come.”  Eternal life to them meant eternal duration and eternal
death meant an existence of the same duration.  They believed
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with the great aposile. “Woe is me if 1 preach not the gospel.™ and
ftke a fire in their innermost souls it made them to ery out, “see-
ing the terrors of the Lord we persuade men.” and with the sainted
Richard Baxter.—

“They preached as though they ne’er would preach again,

\nd as dvine men to dvine men.

And what happened® What was the reflex influence ? Sinners

trembled. They felt ths

it this ;l‘~§v4'! was iilt?\'wi Hutl.\ ~i||‘”, "'l‘}h'_\'

listened and heaven sprang up in their heart<”™  Revivals of re-

“:inll were the arder of the 4:';1_“. Men who looked on ("'lll".ll-l -
erstand.  Nicodemus enquired. “how can these things he ™ They
said thev were drunk as on the day of Pentecost. Peter and John

were accounted as unlearned and ienorant

claved that much learnine had made Pan

men and  Festus de-

mad. “Buat the word

ran and was glorified.™  The reviving spirit of God’s grace was
manifest and they eried It 1< the revival!”

Martin Lather said. =“No revival can last more than thirt,
vears.” The Methodist revival has been going on <ince 1338, Whil
not bhurning vigorously at all times i the same 1-?;iw. the fire is

1

alwavs hurnimye somewhere, and souls are alwavs being bhorn again

of the spirit and believers are Letng continnally quickened. T
would be a lone Story to enumerate all the revivals of religion on
this old Methodist Cirenit. but the moral effects, the strongest
proof of christianity, are scen in the law aliding lives of its in-
habitants.  The Chureh of Christ cannot thrive without revivals.
Why did David ery =The zeal of thy house hath swallowed me up.”

and enquire =“Wilt thou not revi us asain’ He needed a re-

vival.  What led Isaiah to complain of the apathy and unbelief
around him and his exclamation, “Who hath believed our report and
to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?™  He longed for a re-
vival.  What gave pathos to Jeremialt's plaintive utterance, “ls
there no balm in Gilead, is there no physician there?” The low
moral condition of the people of God. The changing conditions
of the centuries have not rendered unnecessary the Spirit’s work
in the hearts of men. The Church needs as much the revival of

God’s grace as the quickening of nature by the sun and rain and
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revivals in the realms of trade and commerce.  This is the only
way of supplying the leakaze made by deaths. removals and back-
Jiding<, The work of God must o on from generation to gener-
ation.

Bonavista from time to time has experienced gracious mani-
testation < of quickening power.  There may have heen at times 2
decree of excitement which was thonght unnecessary, but the
fruits were abiding and manyv in that day will be found in the
rown of rejoicing of God’s servants. The work of the Rev. George
Smith was as “the little cloud like unto a man’s hand.” The de-
voted hrothers, the Revs, James and Thomas Hickson, were verit-
able “Sons of Thunder.””  Wherever they carried the glad evangel
e word was henored with sions following. A similar work of
arace was withessed in 1839 under the ministry of Rev. John S.
Addev,  The three terms of the Rev. Wiliam Ellis were seasons
of hallowed guickening.  On the occasion of his first visit and
thirty <onls in a few weeks. In 1834 he

<ojourn he had cathered
received 120 members,

Under the ministry of the Rev. Thomas Smith, in the year
1851, there was a very extensive work of grace.  Many useful lead-
er< and members were the fruits of that revival and marvellous
work of God.

Under his immediate suecessor the Rev. Thomas Harris and
his earnest colleague, the Rev. W. E. Shenstone, the spirit was
mee more ontpoured upon the people. Mr. Shenstone worked be-
vond his s<trength. i< mind was somewhat affected under the
strain of the protracted services.  One mark of it was scen when
he tore the vown to shreds declaring the wearing of it in the Meth-
odist pulpit as not harmonizing with her commission.  Mr. Shen-
stone was taken to St John’s and guickly recovered.  He was then
stationed at Hant’s Harbor where he died of typhoid fever while
vet on probation.  The Rev. Jeremiah Embree saw the work of
God revive and was glad.  Again there were showers of blessing
under the ministry of the Revs, John Pratt and George Bullen and
many were added to the Lord.

During later vears there has been no greater work of grace
than under the ministry of the Rev. W. H. Browning in 1900. A
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scene was witnessed on Easter Sabhath that will pever be forootten

while the present zeneration remains. The work

bhegan in the
morning service when the Communion Rail was filled with peni-
tents and continued all through the afterncon and evenine
hundred ]»!'ni'- <<ed] the savine merey of God

e

After nearly twenty
Years many remain true to their Lord.

Under the ministry of Rev. Sidney Bennett the Lord
more revived his work in the hearts of his people. vet the showers
as ever and sull e

01

are needed as much promises  showers of
blessing

“0 Jesus ride on il all

are <ubdued,

Thy mercy make known and sprinkle Thy blood
Display Thy saivation and teach the new sone,
To every nation and people and tongne.”
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CHAPTER X.
Tue Makers or Boxavista METHODISM.

“Who maketh His Ministers a flaming fire.”—Ps. 1041,

The ambassadors of the eross who for one hundred and twen-
tv-five vears have come and gone from Bonavista, declaring the
glorious tidings of salvation to perishing men, have been the great
est factor in building up the Church of Christ according to the
teaching of the word of God and the distinetive doctrines and
polity of the people called Methodists.  The great apostle of the
Gentiles says:—=1e gave to some apostles, and to some prophets.
and 0 some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers.  For the
perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ.”  The men who came were men of di-
versified gifts and graces. and by co-operation with the honored
laymen and elect womer, who labored with them, “signs and won-
ders were wrought in the name of the holy child Jesus.” They
came for many years from the land that gave Bonavista its early
settlers. 'l'llv'\‘ came fresh from the ])]l»llj_’h. the .~hnp, the counting
house.  Their hearts were “full of Christ and longed His glorions
matter to declare.”™  For the first thirteen vears, or from James
Hickson onward, they only remained one year. It was deemed
best to give voung probationers short terms of service. Twelve
names appear from Hickson to Wilson, but Ellis came three times
to serve the Circuit. To give a short account of the ministerial
suiceession we thinlo will be profitable for the old folks, and the
middle aged and the rising generation. It may provoke respect
for the heritage that has bheen handed down to them.

If the Rev. Laurence Coughlan did take a transient visit to
Bonavista it would be between 1766 and 1772, He makes 1o men-
tion of it in his “Seven Years Missionary labors in Newfound-
land™ but that book is not. stictly speaking, a journal. There is

WL W T s




76 STORY OF METHODISM IN BONAVISTA DISTRICT

loubt about John Hoskin’s visit in 1731, and his communica-

later brings< the Rev. George

tion to Rev. John Wesley.
Smiith in 1791, Two vears later he is here acain.

In 1510 the Rev. William Ward enters upon his two years
ministry.  There are but few details of the work of this man of
God.  Ths end was tragie. The only Newfoundland Methodist

MISSIONary to re

h heaven by the wav of the sea until now. The
Rev. John Remmin

JSton. a whol

more visits from Trinit in 1813 the Rev. William Ellis came

and oot

d Irishman. made one or

pe. 3 had the privilese of preachine in

h. sufliciently anced for that m

irpose. e serv-

w omonths of wait-

This devoted <ot ant of Jesus Christ ! i e Bonavista

Cireuit for three terms. He was born in the North of Ireland in
1380, and gave his heart to God 17946,

and entered the ministry in

IS03. He had a vivid recollection of the Trish Rebellion of 1798,
His ministerial brethren  cen he country after seven
Vears, but Mr. Ellis resolved to live a dre in the Colonv, andd
was the first to iy

a ¢ b od amone the neonle
| | HE PO

for whom he labore He was interred in Harbor Gr
Methodist Church. He died in 1833, in his 50th

ace near the
ar, and 28th
vear of his ministrv. The words of 1] 1 we think very <uitabl
and appropriate: ;
“His ]”1”.'!” <till =n Ve proud waves of the soa.
Till eternity swallows
At home
No storms

T,

rom undertoe free,

cautiful ¢lime.”
1815-17 Rev. James Hiclson.
Like his predecessor James Tickson cave his heart to God in
his sixteerth vear.  He was very earnest for souls and many were

the saved of the Lord duringe his two vears on the Bonavista sta-

tion. He was a profound theolosiag I preached with  great

solemnitv. e is <aid to have heen a cood hase
to Double €. witl

singer, going down

1oease. At one serviee seventv persons were un-

i
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REV. THOMAS HICKSON.

questonable ( = i1
rows of St. John's. H St. John's by the Britisn
Conference. ( ny ¢ a 1 < were assumed

the Rev. John Pickav: i Mr. Hicks<on was sent to anothe

station. Ie also gave nine years to the old Colony. He was also
| ry to the Labrador to find out what he

sent on a vovage ol discove
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ind to report to the

ni--

creat peace in the 19th vear of his

IS1S-20 Ber. Richard Knight (afteriwards D.D.)

11 mindiand mimistry ot
irst Protestant Missionary to For-
vista. He married

ascdy. Th

REV. RICHARD KNIGHT, D.D.

.
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Dr. Kuight's Centennial Celehration.

The Conference of 1916 assembled at Grand Bank in honor
of the Rev. Richard Knight's hundredth anniversary of his advent
to Newfoundland and his pioneer work at Grand Bank. A tablet
was unveiled on the oceasion by George Buffeti. Esq.. J.P.

Centennial Celebration
1816-1914.
Rev. Richard Knight, DD
Born in Devonshire, England, 1788,
Died at Sackville, N.B.. 1860,

He was the first Protestant Missionary to Fortune Bay, with
headquarters at Grand Bank. being appointed by the Newfoundlana
District in 1816,

This tablet, erected by the congregation, Sundav School and
Epworth Leazue and unveilad at the Third Annual Conference o
Grand Bank in June, 1916, is respectfully dadicated to the heralds
of the Cros< whe for one hundred vears have labored on this
Cirenit.

1820-21 Rerv. Williaw Ellis (2nd term).

Mr. Ellis returned to the Cireuit in 1820, This time he wounl:d

“v a married man.  But he only remained one vear .

182122 Llev. Nimian Barr.

Mr. Barr was a man of exceptional talent.  He was a Scotch-
man and came to Newfoundland in IS16. Cheerfulness was one
outstanding characteristic of hi< amiable disposition.  He has been
His well trained voice
could be distinguished in a congregation of two thousand wor-

1‘i|”l'll “l]u' <weet .~i||‘_'l'l‘ uf our |~I'.'lo~‘. d

<hippers.  As a preacher he was above the average. While at Bona-
vista he decided to make the daughter of Mrs. Hosier, Miss Jane.
his life’s partner. We have spoken already of his son who enter-
ed the ministry of the Church of England.  After filling several
important cirenits of British Methodism, he was compelled to re-
tire from the active work of the ministry in 1851,
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In 1520, a voung man was rec trial t Methadist

REV. NINIAN BARF REV. WM. WILSON
Historian of Methodism
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CHAPTER X1
Tie Mageus oF Boxavista Mernopisy (Continued. )

“Preaci the word. be instant in season.”

1823-21 Rerv. James Hickson.
The people welcomed the Rev. James Hickson again to their
homes and hearts and <hortly afterwards he returned to the work
in England.

1821-26 Rev. Jokn Boyd.
Save that he was a great favourite with the people, very little
i now known of the Rev. John Bovd. He arrived in 1822 andd
spent ten vears in the Colony. labouring at Trinity. Ronavista,
Port de Grave, Brigus and Harbor Grace.  Returaing to England
he labored until 1861 when he put off the harness in the 39th vear
of his ministry.

1826G-2% RBer. Charles Bale.
Mr. Bate served the 1'«-3-41} for mine years and was then trans-
ferred to the Island of St Kitts, West Indies. He died there in
areat peace at Fortola after eight vears of service.

1827-28 Lev. Adam _\]_«;iw’ih_:.'d[".

Mr. Nightingale saw longer service in Newfoundland than
any of his prececessors.  He viewed with pleasure after fifty vears
the growth of Methodism in the Colony.  He knew Dr. Adam
Clarke intimately and for years they were correspondents.  After

his golden jubilee in Newfou he returned to England and

182829 Rev. John Tombkins.
Mr. Tomkins remained one vear in Bonavista and six years
n the Colony. He then removed to old historic Quebee, and in
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Snowhall, great grandfather of Rev. John W. Bartlett, supplied
Bonavista for a short interval of a few months. He was a York-
shire man, born in 1784, Laboured in Newfoundland from 1833-
1852, Throughout his ministerial career he was most successful in
forwarding the work of God in all departments. He died at Sack-
ville in his 87th year. Mr. Christopher Vey of Port de Grace, sup-
plied for six months.  He was father of Messrs. Vey, now of St.
John's.  He baptized James Saint, M.ILA., son of James Saint.
ST,
1838-10 Lev. John S. Addey.

Mr. Addey’s name was held in great veneration by the Meth-
odist= of forty years ago, and by the few survivors of to-day. He
spent two vears in Bonavista and was one of the pioneers of Meth-
odism in Green Bay. He also sojourned for a little while at Her-
mitaze Cove as suceessor to the =ainted Rev. William Marshall. A
mission with over fifty appointments.  He died at Winsor, N.S,, in

his 76th y.ar.

1840-13 Rer. George Ellidge.

Dr. Tocque speaks in friendly terms of the Rev. George El-
lidge. He accompanied him on foot from Elliston to English
Harbor, T. B., to hold the first missionary meeting. In 1825 Mr.
Ellidge went to open a mission among the Labrador Indians which
proved a failure. He returned to England in 1818 and laboured
on until 1862.

1843145 Rev. Thomas Angwin.

Mr. Angwin's name was also a household word a quarter of a
century ago. He did much pioneer work and gave twenty-four
vears 1o the hardest stations of the Colony. He was received very
kindly everywhere in Placentia and Fortune Bays. His perilous
voyage from England to Newfoundiand doubtless prepared him
for rough experiences in after days. Ie entered into the joy ot
his Lord in his 86th year.

18145-18 Rev. Jabez Ingham.

Mr. Ingham was received on trial in 1840 and came to New-
foundland in company with Rev. John S. Peach. The latter spent
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his long life n the («»!Hl‘_‘.. Mr. 1[.;‘iii”ll "YiE:. I;l11-v:'¢‘4f on three

station=.  He returned to England after eicht vears.

IRIS-51 Rev. Adam ,\‘l"""l‘ur,‘u’": (third term).

«l for the third term he had

When Mr. Nightingale return
twentyv-cight vears in the Colony and had gathered much

expericnce by s Jong service. He had <tiil a long journey before

REV. THOS. ANGUIN REV. THOS. SMITH
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reached his starting place in January 1838, Nothing daunted he
<et =ail again for Newfoundland in the followinge June.  He reach-
ed his destination in safety and thirteen vears later was stationed
at Bonavista.  He transferred to the Provinee of Neva Scotia and
died at Wins=or. Oct. 3rd. 1818, He was< elected President of the
Fastern British American Conference, but very senerously zave
place 1o the Rev. Georoe Seott. He was a delecate to the first
General Conference in Toronto 1871 It was an honour for Bona-
vista to have had such a useful and distincuished minister. The
second church was opened during the ministry of Mr. Encland in
1851

1851-5% Rer. Thomas Smith.

The second church opened during the ministry of Rev. James
England. was, under this honoured servant of God, the sezne of one
of the mizhtiest revivals that ever took place here, the fruits
which are seen to this dav.  Of the forty vears of his ministry oniy
ceven vears were spent in Newfoundland.  His son. Dr. Smith,
put in his useful medical life at Burin.  Another filled an hon-
orable carcer. the late Dr. Professor Smith of Sackville University.
His ministry in Newfoundland had not been in vain if only for the
work accomplizhed for the master in Benavista.  The late Joseph
Powell. the venerable Thomas House and others, were fruits of

that ministry.
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CHAPTER XII.
Makers or Boxvavisra Mernopisy (Continued.)
1837-59 Rev. Thomas Harris.
Mr. Harris was received on trial in London, England, in 1851,
his ministerial carcer on the Horton, Cornwallis Cireuit,

Hter tawe s N a >Seoti, owing to the death of the

he<lev, Pastor of Gower St St John's, he was sent as

{ W car< in the Colonv.  He was twie

re<ttlent of G crence, The first lecied I'y.\;v%h! i!z ’.;)"

i< Dr. Millican, who was elected at Charlottetown

formation of the Newfoundland Conference. A speeial
conference was held {1 ‘all to ratify the appointment,  Mr.

Harris condemned 1l Missi Hou<e and promoted the buildine

of the second Minister’s residence 1in Donavista.

A\t the time of writinge he is the only minister living of all

whom we hove S We have e tlv received the followinr
t it rom hin = ‘

| 8H7. I | ! <t labor and took charg
of the Bonavista Mission as suecessor to the Rev. Thomas Smith.

majority of the lation at that time have passed off the

Methodist ¢ irel Th reater part of the time on the Mis-

<ton m amilv ccceupied part of the residence of Mr., Strathie, Sr.,
vhich | e ( | .
] ' | { l'. M=l 11 that 11n
18 | [ . B I<la Cove. Gt
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preaching there and at Barrow Hr. and Flat Islands during my
two vears. | preached hetween three and four hundred times an |
walked more than 1000 miles. A new church was buailt at Bire
I<land Cove (Elliston) to replace the delapidated one that hal
e ts 45;1_\ alel was r\-u‘i‘!l;;l_\ -‘H|li.

“There was a =ad occurrence at the Cove about this time. A
voung woman much addieted to swearing, just after utterimg an

cath, fell back into a fit and became almost speechless until her

A

™ T ede
A R o ML b S

REV. THOMAS HARRIS REV. PAUL PRESTWOOD

il \ e the duaties devo on me was the very painful
[ announcing to the parents of Jawmes Harris and Thomas

Little that their sens had been lost on the e, A solemn memo

1l o service was held and larvelv attended by a large and serion

We were favored with revivals at Cataling

S, Shenstone was sent as myv colleague the second vear

it left before its termination.  All the ministers labor
foundland at that time have vears sinee passed awav.
= have pleasant memories of m\ ~H_in?lllv on the Circuir, Man

wrighter temporal and spiritual prosperity await the people of

Mr. Prestwood entered the ministry two vears hefore his

decessor, and served the Colony for eleven vears
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assuming his duties in Bonavista his son John W. was born and
'+ by the creat Rev. Dr. Ritehie. e he-
came the Rev. J. W, Prestwood. DAL B.D. and <ubsequently the

President of the Nova Scotia Conference.  1Te was< a craduate of

baptized a few wecks

Sackville Universitv. e i< <till in the active work. The Ro.
Paul Prestwood served the church 9 thirtv-cioht vears in the
active work of the ministryv. e died at Berwick. N.S.. on July

3.1906, 1n his 8210w and the 5114 0 In t<t

. ! < Minist

Mr. Prestwood had as assistant the Rev. Thomas Fox durimes
the vears of Tis ministry in Bonavista. Mr. Fox was a mighty re-
vivalist and led many <ouls to the Lord.  His name was a house

hold word wherever he laloured. e made his home in Catalina.

186 1-65 Pevs. Jawes A, Dul-e and Jahe: A. Rogers 1865-6G6.

Mr. Duke only romaived one vear at Bonavista.  He was not
alth and the travelln mav have heen too much for him
e was ably supported by the Rev, Jalez A, Rowsers, afterwards D.

D a very promising vouth, only cighteen vears of age.  Mr. Rogers
res<ided at Catalinag We ha no Conference then and the Eastern

British American Conference <tationed the man without transfer.

as Newfoundland, hke Bermuda, was simply a distriet, and every
man was< at the merev of the <stationmine committee, He was well
known thronchout the Connexion a< Dr. Rocers  the 1'|u4§H"!:Y
preacher of the Maritine Conferences. He retarned to Newfound-

land to finish his course and died in his third vear at Gower Street.

St John'ss He was a dignitied christ'a toman and oreativ
beloved by all who were privilesed 10 come into contact with him.
I1863-63 Lerv. Charles Comben.

Mr. Comben was a hard worker. He had the oift of sone and
started manv of the early Sankev Hymns and many old  revival

hvmns upon their conrse in Newfoundland. e had a lone and
1

he R Jabez Robers  (afterwards

honored mimsterial career. 7l

Dr. Rogers) was also his colleacue for one vear.
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1266-69 LRerv. Jawes Dove (aft w3 DD
Vir. Dove was one of the strone preachers of the Methodist
mini=te [Te was well known to the writer. Times were hard
durine his ministry at Bonavista. e was married to Miss White,

anchter of Cant. White, the noted seal killer. who always observ-

the Sabhatl the ice. before we had the present sealing laws.
QO ] ] n N Phinneny

The Rev. John S Phinnev saw the work of God revive and

vas wlad. He <aw 1o 1] tdine of the third Church edifice, recent-

Iv taken down. which was erected during his ministry.  That 1s up-

CHAS. COMBEN

< ould speak of him as Mr
rd for evervhody {'pon a strong

e
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CHAPTER X111.

MakERs oF NEwroUNDLAND MeTHODISM (Continued.)

REV. ROBERT W. FREEMAN

ts. His early business tramming made him :

et S
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= now Supernumerary in the Manitoba Conference and resides in

Winnipeg.

1S92-02 Loy, William H. Browning.

Mr. Browning's ministry was marked by one of the greatest
revivals on this historic Circuit. The whole place was stirred as
never before in recent vears. Mr. Browning has filled all the offices
of the Distriet and Conference. He was President of Conference
m 1906, Three times Delezate to General Conference.  He is al-
most in the prime of an cefficient ministry. May he enjoy many
vears of service for the Master. and the jov of turning many mur.n'
to rizhteousness.  He is now stationed at Harbor drace. A

1902-05 Ree. John T. Newman.

Miro Newman as it was shown already served the Cireuit as Mr.
Freeman's colleazue in 1886 and returned as Superintendent of the
Circuit in 1902, The eireuit never had a more hardworking pastor
or faithful preacher.  After twelve vears in the Conference he was
elected Seerciary, which position he held for five vears and then to
the Presidential chair, 1900, The best enlogy of Me. Newman s

that all the intere-ts of a Circuit are perfectly safe in his hands.

190509 er. Henry C. Haleler, B.D.

My, Haicher entered the ministry in his twenty-first vear. 1=
was a close student and took his plae amongst the thoughtful
nre achers of the Conference. He studied seven vears while follow-
ing the duties of hard cirenits and graduated as a corresponding
student of Chautauqua University, a Bachelor of Divinity. But he
had mastered the greatest of all sciences, for “He that win-
neth souls is wise.” Ile was often Chairman of District and
was honored by the Presidential chair. His end was hastened in
his 58th vear. while in charge of the Catalina Circuit, as the re-
sult of a fall. He has< a son, Rev. M. Gordon Hatcher, M.A., B.D.,
who will be a worthy successor of a worthy sire.  Another son was a

professor in the Military Academy, Halifax, before the great

explosion,

Lsiints

Htayraair

vk le s s d s
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Hillier as assistant. The Stationing Com-
redq \ir. Howse was elected President of
o his of ¢ had the jov of secing the
successfu arried to a victorious issue. He

«ht and was a busy man during the

< a thouhtful preacher and brings the well

! flaving ed an invitation to Wes-

his connection with Bonavista at the end of

REV. CHAS. HOWSE,
Chairman of District.

y ¢ es has me to the en:d

{ ¢ me Wio Dave
. : . - nd 4 b
vears. Two vears acgo he was sent to this

list of illustrious pre-
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With cighteen of my pi

it an honor indeed to ta

decescors T was more or less acquaint-

ke up the work where thev

¢d and aceoun

I'o the memory of these honored brethren we bring

laid 1t down. 1
the wreathe of heart felt appreciation.  In the day of His coming,
‘ wear the Mast-

Il thev al

as they were co-worker

servant,” an«d

mav tl

er’s W done good e same
enlogy be accorded unto those who shall continue to carrv on His
work in th» future. ~And they that he wise shall shine and thev
tnat turn many to righteousness as the stars in the firmament [or
ever and e "!'.“ I)Ji!.. 12:3.

Rev., SCJ. Hillier remaimed one rat Donavista and then en-

listed with Tlis Majesty's forces. e i

1r for King and
Country.
1916-18 Clharles /.4//1"',,
The writer entered upon his duties of the ministry in 1883
and came to the present charge in 1916, The Lord has led him by

lertak cat task i buile

a way that he knew not. He has

ing a House for the Lord. Mav a kind idence protect the

workmen and open the wav to a successful completion.
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CHAPTER XIV.
Ovk CoxteMroranies on Co-Workers ToceTneEr witn orr Gob.

For the present moral condition of Bonavista various agen-
cies have heen at work for upwards of two hundred years.

While John Wesley was vet a vouth at Oxford, and sixteen
vears hefore he realized that divine assurance that God for Christ’s
sake had pardoned his <ins, on the memorable 24th oi May, 1738,
e Rev. Henry Jones an ordained clergyman of the Church of
England, had been commissioned to labor in Bonavista. That was
in the vear 1722, This good servant of Jesus Christ labored in-
cessantly for the well-being of the flock committed to his charge.
The comunnity was divided into two classes, or in the proportion
of two Protestants to one Roman Catholic.  The Protestants were
adherents of the Church of England and came from the southern
counties of England. particularly Somerset and Devonshire,

There is no account of the Reve Mr. Jones being supported by
the S.P.G. He built a church without any outside help.  For that
place of worship a gentleman in London gave a complete set of
vessels for Holy Communion.  He also established a Day School.
After twelve vears he gave an excellent account of his labors. It
would appear that his parishioners supported him and that he lived
in their affections.  After nineteen vears of strenucus labors he
was appointed to Trinity and was succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Peas-
ley, M.A., a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin. He served Bona-
+ista from 1741 until 1745, when he was removed to St. John's,
There seems to be an interregnum from 1745 to 1823. For
this long period of years little was done for the rapidly increasing
population. The financial barrier was in tae way of the Church
of England. Useful layvmen rendered what help they could. Dr.
Clench did what he was able until he removea to Trinity and was
subsequently ordained. From 1780 and onward Mr. Ackerman
had full charge of the spiritual concerns of the community. It
may seem singular to learn that Mr. Ackerman wovld close his
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store ]nr:_' v!w~!!_"5 on Nabhath M to ?:HL! a ~«'!“.fw~ i!l I])"
church, and tl he fields were masde and fish spread.
They considered it right and legitimate to preserve the harvest God

!I:l!] ;i":-'!: l;nl!x. We have

that obtain-

ed within thirty vears of writi
The Rev. John

Commisary, came to Donavista and

Leigh, Episcopal Missionary and Eeclesiasticai

gister, Aug. 11, 1822, and his last
May 27, 1823.

The Rev. Georse Coster. Archdeac

1521 and made his first ents n Ot

June Sth, 1825, He was the father of our local road svstem. He

Wils Irespons :a!w o j' e sodendid roads Arolu ',5 ¢ fown q\.] O nf‘

the main streets is <till known as Coster Street. Mr. Coster was

an energetic worker,  He was Episcopal Commissary and spent,
after four vears i Bonavista, some vears at Greenspond, at tl

time an important distributing center for that portion of the Bav.
In 1828 the Rev. Willian Bullock came and made his first
entry in the Parish Desister on Sent. 28, 1828 @ ] ]

15, 1829, If the Revister is and it should be a troe

Istry was very short, onl ive months., There 15 a
months< when 1 v, Ja < Robertson. M.\.. took char

Oct. 1529 until Mav IS850. Rev. N. AL Coster seems to have been

a transient visitor in 1830, The R«
from Oct. 1830 unti! Oct, 1832, T

H.J F

Parish. as
like or mracteristies it is hard to ascertain. It goes
without saving that the me th such mvystic letters as M.A.L. as
an appendage, were schiolar . tien . .

Mr. Fitzeerald was succeeded by the Rev. Thomas M. Wouodl.,
wheo fill t p

filled out a term of seven vears from 1810 antil 1815,

I'he R« B Jones followed and served for a term of
four and a half vears. Mr. Jones” successor was the Rev. A. E.

Bavis, father of the prese cumbent, who remained for two

vears, ISH1-1853.  He left the parish for sever

period 1t was served by the Rev. Ernest D. Saul. In 1860 the Rev.
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vear of its existence in this community. It shows no signs of
decrepitude after so long a time. With upwards of 400 members
it takes its place as the banner Lodge of British North America.
Their .~}»lrnr}i«l hall does credit to the ]'};II'!*. The next institution
is that of the “Society of United Fishermen.”™ This organization is
in a flourishing and healthy condition. While many Lodges have
surrendered their charters and gone out of existence, Bonavista
goes on doing good and helping its brethren over the hard places of
life.  The object is to emulate the spirit of our Lord’s disciples,
the fishers of the Lake of Gennesaret.

Nor can we speak too highly of the splendid work accom-
plished through a long train of years by the “Independent Order
of Good Templars” for they certainly contributed their part to-
ward carrving Local Option into force, and subsequently the win-
ning of the great vietory of Total Prohibition for the whole Col-
onyv.  And =0 also have the women contrilinted to the betterment of
the pl:lu-. Paul sent ~ln'<'i:x| ugreetings to those llu!.\ women who
helped him in his God honored business. The Women’s Missionary
Society has been represented here for more than a quarter of a
century and has proved of inestimable benefit to its members: as
Hzn:\' have met together to slll‘!.\ the world’s needs and to ]h']]l send
the gospel to those who sit in darkness.  This institution came to
stay and grows in interest with the vears.  Why should Dorcas take
her needle with her? Peter thought she was too good a woman o
go early to her rest and called her back to her friends and her God
honored service.  The Ladies” Aids have contributed much toward:
the material well being of our Zions. Young Ladies’ Guilds,
whether of the Methodist Chuarch or other church orcanizations.
have had their reflex influence upon each other: and have tended
to draw the members of the various sects together.

It is time to bury the last vestige of bigotry and narrow-mind-
ness and live together in concord and harmony. Charles Wesley

sang

“Ye different sects who all declare,

Lo Christ is here—or Christ is there:
The surer clearer witness give,

And show me where the christians live.”
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There is a great sentence in one -f Archdeacon Wilson’s hooks.
e sayvs “The church of our deathbeds is the church of the
future.”  When shall we all subscribe to that doctrine. Dinsdale
Young's comment on those significant words is:— And what is
the church of a christian’s death bed ? The only church of that im-
pertant hour is the church red with the Redemption of Christ
Jesuz. That is the church of the future.” John Wesley, who while
professing to be an ordained clergvman of the Church of Englan
and building up the Methodist connexion, preached a strong ser-
mon on bigotry, basing his remarks on these words: “Is thy heart
right as my heart is with thy heart. then give me thy hand?” |
know of no =aner words by which to close this chapter than the
words of the great Scoteh Professor, Dr. Blackie:—

“Creeds and confessions, High Church and the Law,
I cannot say, but vou would greatly please us,

If with some pointed seripture you could shy v,

To which of these belonged the Saviour Jesus.

I sav to all or none.  Not curious creeds

And ordered forms of churchly rules He taught,

But soul of love, that blossomed into deeds,

With human good. or human blessing fraught,

Om me no priest or preshyter or pope,

Bishop nor dean, may stamp a party name,

But Jesus with his largely human scope,

The service of my human life may claim,

Let prideful priests do hattie about creeds,

That church is mine that does most Christ-like deeds.”
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CHAPTER XV.
Wiiere THE EanLy Mernonists WoRsSHIPPED.

As in most places where the early Weslevan missionaries car-
ried the glad evangel, they either preached in the open air or in
the cottages or merchants” stores as they had opportunity, so it was
in Bonavista.  They were not particular, the great consideration
was to et people to listen to them and their message.  Tradition
says that Mr. and Mrs. Brown were the first to open their door and
to give a cup of tea to the Rev. George Smith, the pion:er of Bona-
vista Methodism, in the fall of 1791 Charles Saint. Thomas Bass,
James Mouland, Benjamin Cole and others received them gladiy
into ”.rll' ]Av-ll!"\ ‘”;V‘_‘- were the ']:l_\~ of the "HH:E_'" l’!':lA‘.!'I' _\I“"?»
ing.  History records that on the Wateh Night of Dee. 31st. 1813,
the Rev. William Elhs was holdiie that memorable serviee re
corded hy Rev. T, Watson Smith in the house of Mr. Oldford, when

1

istead of his Satanie Majesty, as one wished would be  there,
Jesus himself appeared and made the place clorious with his pre-
sence. No one knows where Rev. William Ward worshipped dur-
ing the vears from 1810 to 1812, He evidently was getting a

church on the way as it was during his ministry that the Wes-

levan Missionary Society paid €11.0.0 for the frame. The first
church was near completion we presume, as Mr. Ellis opened i
carly in the yvear 1811, Although the frame secured hy the peopls
at the request of the Rev. Mr. Smith fell into disuse, vet it was a
beginning.  Perhaps there were Sanhallats and Tobiahs in those
davs as in the davs of Ezra and Nehemiah who said it would never
be built and prophesied truly.  But if that wasnt built another

was and another and vet another.

n’'t foreget Bona-

The minister who was stationed at Trinity d

Vvisia ;1!]-} as ]31\ Visils were il:li]"'. \\i”) .i'v;.. as }]v' Evll",‘nnz on Ihn‘

work and vave them great enceouragement duringe the vear that
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oth Jews and Greeks. Christ the wisdom of God and the power

God.”  In the after meeting a voung lady came forward and

ive her heart 1o . and the praving people. as manv as de-
redd, also came forward and re-consecrated themselves to the

Master’s service.  Farewell old Sanctuary with all thy hallowed
a<=ociations. Of this zion it <hall be said when he numbereth up
the people: = This man and that man were horn in her.” A poem
of reminiscence has< been handed to the writer composed hy Mr.
John Powell. we enclose it in this chapter by permission of :{.

author.

In Memory of the Old Bonavista Church
At last! At last! the cood old ¢hureh.
Has now | }
But Phoenis

For cood thooughout our town

il GOWIL,

like she'll rise again

For seven and forty vears
The Bethel of the soul:

Where troubled ones went i diseased
And came out tr

whole.

Her Iife coul
As told by those w
The (.!ml'v.,z trinmnhant ¢laims them now.,
And vietorv is thel
And shall not we

Restore the ¢n

And rally round the glorious cause,
That doth our souls enchain.

Some of her pastors who have preached
With zeal and earnestness,

Were used as means to save the lost
From their unrighteon
But thev are passed,
And still their
\ '!?":?1’ Withess
I
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Our minds go back when first “twas huilt,
3v Rev. John Phinney,

And pastors who succeeded him :

With Jeremiah Embree.

I see the earnest Embree now

He ranked among the hest:

With pleading tones he preached for souls
And weary hearts found rest.

What glorions times that church has seen.
What h"]_\' pastors too!

What hearts transformed and changed within,
And storms she has passed throngh:

What scriptural doctrines have heen taught,
Within her sacred walls,

What trophies there were won for Christ,
Throuch the loud cospel calls!

Her mission was a faithful one.

To those who felt their need.

”f orace to save and power 1o }lt'hl,
A blessing true indeed !

No more the sinners erv of pain,

Will thence oo up on high,

No more the shouts of those made olad.
Whose hearts were filled with jov.

Nor shall we sce the painted spire
Or hear the church hell rine:

lH its old ;":14'-' up i the tower.
The worshippers to hring

No more around the <acred desk
Will sainfs and <inners meet.
No more along its hallowed aisles
We'll hear the tread of reet.

,\.ul' J!;l” we hear the pastor’s voice
Commence some grand old hyvimn,
No more we'll hear the « rean neal

Some sweet ond ;‘!;l@ refrain,
Nav all these things are passed and sone
The church no more we T see,

She served her generation well,

And gainod the victory.
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Then let us rally round the caunse,
T7plift our pastor’s hands,

tielp him complete another church,
Comply with his demands ;

We'll never et the old cause die,
{t’s spirit we'll not quench :

But help our present pastor on,
The Reverend Charles Lench.

The /,!’]/",I.ll of the Corner Stone.

The corner stone of the new church was laid on Oct. 31st,
1918, This interesting service was conductd by the T wv. Levi
(Curtis, LD the President of the Conference, assisted by Revs,
. Pollett Ward, Wm. J. Wilson and the Pastor. The President
of the Conference delivered a very timely and most practical ad-
dress, very suitable to the occasion.

The pastor des<ceribed the contents of the box to he ‘]-‘}"'.‘n“]

in the receptacle. Tt contained a copy of the Discipline. The coins
cireulating in the Colony. A copy of daily and weekly papers and
the Monthly Greeting. The Government oficials. The teachers
of the various denominations: the Medica! Doctors, the busines:
firms. the officers. trustees, &e. of the Methodist Church and alwo
the names of the representative heads of each of the various de-
nominations, that is, the clergvmen.  The box was then handed to
Mr. Ronald Strathie. the Master Builder. Having deposited it he
ad justed the stones.

Mr. Charles Saint. son of Charles Saint. and grandson of
Charles Sain’. the first fruits of the Rev. Geore Smith’s preaching
in 1791, declared the stone to he well and truly laid in the name of
the Trinity. Mr. Saint is the oldest inhabitant and the oldest
member of the Methodist Church in Bonavista, born on Deec. 12,
1826.  Two juvenile lineal descents of Charles Saint the elder
James Saint and Thomas Ward Mifflin, called after Mr. Ward,
first stationed minister, also took the trowel and tapped the stone,
We trust they mav e spared to be good successors to a noble
ancestry.  The collection and a <ocial tea amounted to $306.00.
All denominations were present and manifested a sympathetic in-

terst in the solemn srvice.
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Boxavista B 1 E MAKING GOOD.

list Church came

)

REV. JOHN SAINT,
Born 1840, died 1866, was preaching two years.
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[f\;i_ She is the sister « Dr. .J; Saint. ex-President of Cor
I'l =01 vears as
L the Minister’s s tofore. Tl
N Mr. G

] < l ~
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h are scattered far and

and Country and lies in a sol-

dier’s erave in far-off Gallipoli.  Mr. Roper has made many friend:
w his kind a t 1 i | and fo
man ciars as our as 1

ahts for all ai lif
‘jy,):'u.f to help make the munity ¢ hetter and mer place to.

£ ey
dwell 1.

R. E. FORBES, ESQ., M.D.
Born 1849, Died 1918.
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laboured meessantl

v until within a few days of his death. For a

ttle while he was in partners with D dton. after which
the larcer practice fell upon own shoulders. This wor-

thy couple have seven surviving child
J. W. Bartlett. Halifax, N.S.: Mary. married to Joseph Sellars,

John MeNeill (C.E). Quebec: Edwin, Sas-
katchewan : Alexander (M.D.) succeeding to his father’s practice

in Bonavista : Frederick. Quebec: Walter ( Rhodes” Scholar), servine

ren, Grace. wife of Re

iy : 50
I25q., St. John's

his Kine and Country in England.  Dr. Forbes was a very
ful citizen. While a Pres

fectly at home with the Methodists.  For a time Secrefary-Treasur-

respected and use lan he was per-

er of the Trustee School teacher. A most

where his beautiful tenor voice was alwavs

lant a

cular atten

im evidence 1n the horal ~|»r\5|-«, ”' was a true patriot and al-

wavs optimistic concerninge the outcome of the ereat strugele. He

nosition

John Rowsell, ljw;_. J.P.. whos¢ ‘_'...‘,)’!? sons, Capt. Recinaid

it Hstrions townsman whose two bovs ont ,“..ii" forth

{ Ul of the Mr. 1o Fempleman who = ad oo

hare of the responsibility of his brothe Hon. Pl <Ines

IEx n who rendered long and faithful ser-
{ ' I'here are others, hat space for ds

extended references.  Some dav an Episcopalian or some other

ntiquarian mav write of the rise and progress of the Church of

land and the other denominations in Bonavista.

To our Roman Cathol

ic townsmen we would pay a tribute of

The late Hon. James Ryan affords to the vounger business

v= who are to be the future citizens, an object les-

men and the
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CHAPTER XVil
I 10 y B IN'S N1RUGGLE.
JOHN READER, R.N.R.
Died in Cornwall, England.
1 hY
cast with both
1§ ¢ A
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Abbott, Max. Abbott and others volunteered for the Navy.

[t wa:

'?|w ‘!I‘_lllnf of H . I\ sottlers from Ii,

von, Somerset and other coun-

Frobisher, Rodaoey and Nelson, that
Was it mere animal excitement ? A\';l:\'. but
I them. It was the very soul of

men that had fousht Britan attles on land and sea for on

thousand

profession. T
manager and tw lerd ft the bank. The artizan. the fishern an,

an ‘5 1!1A~

return no more,

» chants their requiem, but

heaven is as near | One of them <leeps away
far Galln 1sta  cemete ry hears the
following inserij . he tribute is fittingly best

e<towed 1 .
lancuae of his father. » he hie first we inseribe the epitaph on

ne monument:

Not mid the peaceful scenes of thy own

But where the bhullets stled a the rapnel screamed,
In far Gallipoli the t went dow

Thou died’st for honor’s caus=e at duty’s post

Thus passine hence thy Life has not bheen lost.”

wil
land. 1l sun went down while 1t was vet day

Others wit thi martial c¢loaks a 1 then .:4.;.!11“\
slumber somewhere in Franc I'l edd for us and “Grea
love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for |
friends.

' M 3 .1 ) | " | n.d
And some have returned I nge their honorable wounds an-d
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es. will ¢ car about thi ences of the fact that there was a

HENRY STRATHIE,
Killed in Action.




DONALD TEMPLEMAN,
Killed in Action, July 1, 19
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a Mary Jane Way, killed in
2 ' i’ St ! P’
I l Nt | ¥ served a vear
\.
A
~t I. ]

ALEXANDER R, R. N. Regt,,
Killed in Action, Feb. 25, 1917.
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35. Benjamin Romaine, son of George and Elizabeth Romaine.

38, E. Bond Brown. son of James and Arabella Brown.

39. Charles H. Lench (M. Arch.). son of Rev. C. and Mrs. Lench,
Parsonage. American Army X

10. Thomas A. Lenchi. son of Rev. C. and Mrs. Lench, Parsonage,
in France. American Army (Artillery.)

mstruction work.

NORMAN WAY,
Killed in Action.

41. W. Bert Lench (Sergt.), son of Rev. C. and Mrs. Lench,

Parsonage, R. Nfld. Regt., discharged.

(2~

Regt., in France.

I"' thi /.‘. v\.'l'r'l? I.'f_n,"z'f_

13. Norman Harris. son of Georee and Fletcher Harns.

J. l:.-.:.-r~|.11 Lench. son of Rev. C. and Mrs. Lench. R. Nfl.
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Ja ( Carr
I Las Mouiar
S n I b
ol Eleanor Lir
) and Rachel White (I
r, s i Mary A. R
tal

GEORGE L. CUFF, R.

Killed in Action.

N. Rgt.

\ drow

I D Ter ]
Mary .J Tren
I Tei ]
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ERNEST HARRIS, C.E.F,,
Killed in Action.
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e< and Susan Harris, killed @1

G9. Georee Gordon. son of Da and Annte Abbott (Cuff).
10, James Cox. son of William and Ameha Cox.
1. William Cox. =on of Wiliiam and Amelia Cox.

| \
2. William Harris, s reuben and Elizabeth Harris,

73, Henrv Sexton. son of John and Eliza Sexton.

1. Stewart Sexton, son of John a Sexton.

5. Harold Cull, son of John ar uif. killed in France.
JAS. M. LITTLE,
Killed in Action.

Al
6. Samuel Keats. son of Willlam and Jane Ann Keats.
-t \1 i :

Jonathan and Catherine Mouland.
18.  William Tremblett, son of William and Mary J. Tremblett.

79.  Christopher Hawkins. son of George and Hannah Hawkins

80. TFred. Brown. son of John and Jane Brown.




in St. John's.

GEO. MAX CLARKE.

STORY OF METHODISM IN BONAVISTA
S1.  James Reader, son of William and Deborah

82. Wilson Powell, son of Frederick and Sophie Powell.
83, Max. Clarke, son of Lionel B. and Mrs.
St. Willie Way, son of James and ( harlotte Way.

Clement Rolls, son of Joseph and Eliza

e
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I Memoriam

I linre f”/,j”/’, il f/uur/ /ll//r/ Nt Paul.

1. John Readers RINCRL only a bov. Died of Measles at
Penzance, Cornwall, England. May 3rd, 1915. His
popularity with his mates was evidenced by a heautiful
nionument erccted by them to his memory.

2. Fred C. Roper. killed in Gallipoli on the 2ith Nov.,
1915.

3. Henry Strathie. He was the first to enlist and the
sceondd to fall. He went over the top or July 1, 1916.
His last words: =T have done my duty.”

Lo Donald Templeman,  He also fell in the 1st. of July
drive. He fell with his companion, Harry Strathie.

S Harold Cuf? was with the Canadians and fell in action
on Sept. 9, 1916,

6. Ernest Harris also joined. fought and fell with the Can-
adian< on Oct, 101916, He was a dutiful son.

v Max. Abbort, RONVRL. was drowned off the Irish coast
when the S8 Laurentic went down, Jan, 25, 1917.

S, Alexander Reader was Killed o action Feh, 25, 1917,

J. Georee | Cull was I\i”wi \\II”«' Imm} 1“~!'h:ll'_’_‘i]lj_' 1]i>
duty on April 11 1917,

10.  Norman Way also fell in action on the same date. The
end came suddenly and his suffering was transient.

11, James 1. Little was killed in action Oct. 9, 1917, He
lived an exemplary christian Life, and he had learnt “to
die daily.”

12, G. Max Clarke was< born in Bonavista when his father
wis schoolmaster.  He returned and served in the
Bank of Nova Secotia. He enlisted at Grand Bank.
For his callantry was recommended to receiive the
Military Medal. - He fell by the hand of the sniper
while carrving his wounded comrade to a place of
.'-ﬂft'l.\'.

“My hour at last is come,
Yol nol ingloriously or passively 1 die;
Bl firs! o=ill Jo some valiant deed.
OFf which mankind shall hear in
After time.”
—Bryants Hower's Iiad
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CHAPTER XVIIIL

ArroinTMENTS oF OLp Boxavisra Cincvrrs,

HLUes O hi \ ni1
cighty years later, requested Sir Robert Bond’s Government to
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chinze the name to Elliston, after the pioneer Methodist preach-
Cr.

Elliston was soon stirred by the Gospel of Jesus Christ by the
preaching of the Methodist evangelist: and a Society of God
fearing people was formed in the quict fishing hamlet.

As Elliston was a part of Bonavista Circuit, for the next sev-
enty vears, it is unnecessary to again repeat the minister’s names.
The Rev. Ninian Barr reported three members in 1822, viz.:—
George Crewe, Elizabeth Crewe, George Brown.  These were the
faithful few. Under the ministry of Rev. James Hickson came
showers of blessing and in 1825 there were three classes and 71
members,

Their descendants will be able to recognize their family names:

CLASS |

Georve Crewe  (Leader). James Steads,

Ihizabeth Crewe.
Cornelins Burt.
William Minty.
Hannah Steads.
Mary Crewe.
\];H'_\ (Cole.
\|.'|:‘_\ ('rewe.
John Hobbs,
-’;Hm-~ H‘”\.
Jane Hills,
Williany Dunn.
Philip Way.

Sarah Gough.

James Porter.
Susan Porter.
Robert Crewe.
Richard Cole.
Nebn. Tucker.
Jane 'l‘n«'kvr.
Mary Tucker.
William Baker.
Mary Baker.
Robert Haolbs,
!‘.!';I!!H'- HI'N-.

William Steads.
Hannah Trask.
Mary Myles.
Robert Hobbs,
William Hobbs.
Ann Hills.
Robert Crewe.
.IIM‘['}) (‘l‘l we.
Sarah Crewe.
JH\-‘!!]I 'I‘Ht‘l\t‘l'.
Georee Williams,
Mary Faulkner.

CLASS II1.
Thomas Minchens (Leader.)

Joseph Fielden.
John .\l";l']".
James Hollett.

Richard Duncombe.

John Pilcher.
Josevh Martin.
Mary Steads.
John Faulkner.
Thomas Porter.
James Hobbs.
Jane Fling.
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CLASS 111.
aj John Myles.

Flizabeth Myles,
Thomas Steads. Luev Myles,
Georee (loles. Joshua Tremblett.
Ann Coles, Sarah Tremblett.

William White. Henry Tremblett.
Marvy White. James White.
”t‘l!!"\' ].’u\\. . 'H."I!!;h Haoblis.
Jane Rowe. Sarah Faulkner.

."-}IH “Ml:‘]l. \\"iz:;v!ll Whit

From this interesting list many of the older people of Elliston

will he able to trace their far awav ancestors. Those vears between
1822 and 1825 must have heen times of refreshing. Theyv had
<oon a little place of worship, and minister and layran would
announce that the evening <ervice would be held by candle light
There was no stove. but theirr hearts were warmed with God's love
and they were happy.  The Rev. Thomas Harris told me that the
warm water brought into the Sanctuary to baptize the baby, was

frozen before the time for the ceremony. Thev did'nt look for the

lusury of a stove in those davs. To confirm the above, take the

following from the journal of Rev. Willizm Thoreshv, “Narrative of

GGod’s Love” ;»u‘v!u';“»: 1997 :

Feb. 26. 1797 (Blackhead).—=The last nicht the Bav was

frozen over in the course of an hour I across that part of the

t 1

Bav where T am at present 1< not |

<ix leacrues over. How

astonishineg! But nothing is impossible with God.  In the forenoon

I read prayers and preached in the churels and though I had tw)

pairs of socks and a pair of huskins on my legs, and two pairs of

worsted gloves on my hands it was with di eulty T escaped being
burnt with the frost.  After preaching I baptized three children

and then 1\|'l"l a love feast. The water for the Love-feast was taken

hot to the church in a tea kettle, and although it was taken to the
church warm, it froze a= soon as 1 took it round to the people. Suca
a scene I never saw before. We were almost frozen while assem-
bled together.

“But though it was <o intensely cold, which very much affected

our bodies, God mightily thawed our hearts. He poured forth on
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al” assembl

I His Holy Sparit without measure.  Some  were
m arning for redemption. others praving, and others rejoicing.
Fooquently two or three hecan 1o speak together. and all present
were melted into tenderness of love. It was a refreshing scason
from the presence of the Lord. Cold as 1t was the people were un-
willing for the meeting to he broken up. T was obliged fo begin

singing ere they zave in talking.  Several new members were pre-
sent and !]lt-_\' will not soon foreet the hlessed n;-;u-!‘l\)nil.\' which
we all enjoved together.”

That first church in Elliston ran 1ts course until 1858 when
it was succeeded by a larger sanetuary. This step was taken by

the Rev. Thomas |i;::'r'§~. That ¢hure

hoserved the community for
forty vears, when the writer thought it opportune to move again
and the present church was erected. Never did people work more
manfully.  For ten months they <capplicd about twenty men daily,

uin was pa and on the 18th of Mav,

on an averaze. Oniv a

1902, it was opened free of debt. The three preachers for the day

were:  The writer, then Supt. of Circuit, in the morning. Rev. W,
Bonavista. in the afternoon and
antendent of Catalina, in the eveninge, It
of Elhston,

also a small flock in those early
¢ class list of 1825, was

and preacher in the Church of

ol from England to assist the

to attend the Methodist SCTrviee,

Methadist camp. bringing his hass<

viel with him. He formed an orchestra with others who eould
play the violin and Cornelius Burt, also an Enghishman, a good
performer on the flute.  The early settlers, as those of to-day. were
musically inclined. with the result that the singing of Elliston

was famous thr hout the North. They revelled in the old

tunes and sapry old “Lyngham™ with such vim that thev knew it
far and wide as “The Bird Island Rattler.™  Mr. Alfred Parsons

|
who was 1 business there, as 2 vounge man., assured the writer

many vears azo that he had never heard such conregational sing-

ston seventy vears before.  Mr. Fielden bequeathed
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< hass viol to the trustees of Elliston Church., William lohls

vas the last performe
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he found much material for

| fanmuly n

atedd a

es and afterwards th

in Toronto at

Fhought=." which proves how much may be learnt

He was a local preacher and desired to enter the Methodist

lit:

ainst his entrance. e

i obtaimed ”‘ Orders. He was accorded the MO

LD, was confern
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REV. LIEUT. W. W. COTTON, D.s.O.
C. E. F. and Lancashire Fusiliers.
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CHAPTER XIX.
Caraniva. Newran's Covi. TickrLe Cove,

-4 . s 4 v +] » . 1 “
ton received this r=t visit from the Bonavista

minister, vet Catalina ha  always ranked foremost. in point of im-

Catalina Methodist Church.
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wiay house or port of call and harbor of refuge in time of storm for
shipping hound North or South. while its splendid harbor gave
facilities for making it a most important commercial centre.

The early settlers were the immediate descendants of good
English stock. looking around for the hest place to bring up thei-
familics and with an cve to the generation vet to he.  With this in
view they moved from various parts of Conception Bay and else-
where, particularly Lower Island Cove.  During the winter of
IStE the Reve William Ellis paid two visits to Catalina and  the
word ran and was glorified.  In the first recorded list of member-
ship there are twenty <ix names, at the same time Elliston had but
three, That was in 1823, But in 1825 Elliston had 71 members
and Cataling 51, This 1= a proof that the work of grace under
the Rev, James Hickson was very general throughout the Cireuit.

Here are the names of the Leaders and members of the Classes

of Catalina in 1825

CLASS 1L

Jobn Hudsen, Leader. Llizaheth Brown.
Maiv Murphy.

Sarah Simmonds,

.’ nn *Irw]‘_’l‘n\u,

Abraliam Snelurove.
Jobha “vl.’l/‘]!"\_ Georee l'vl'!'_\'.
Jdzne Spelerove, Carlotte Courage,
Elizabeth Blunden. fsaac Snelgrove.
Jamies Simmonds . Sarah Simmonds,

Aure Snelerove, Rebecea Beazlev.

Lachiel Courage.

CLASS 1L

Stephen Blunden. Leader.
Priscella Blunden.
George Diamond.

‘!;::.\' White.

Maria House.

vlizabeth Blunden.

William Cooper.

John House.
John Noon.

William Coaper.
John Blunden.
Sarah Cooper.
Ann House.
William Whate.
Maria Blunden.
Ann Noon.
Elizabeth Hinds.
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CLASS II1.
George Diamond, Leader. Mary Diamond.
Mary Diamond. Robert Blunden.
John Blunden. Ann Blunden.
Ann Blunden. John Diamond, Sr.
Victoria White. Grace Diamond.

\
Mary White. Nathanmiel Diamond.
Frances Sweet. Jane Diamond.
Sus=an Sweet. \melia Perry.

John Diamond. Peter Diamond.

REV. JABEZ ROGERS, D.D.
ether for christian
ealized in their weekly

of them.

Sometimes the Trimty Circuit would hed to Bona-

}

Vvista as 1 the vear

helper a voung man of great
! 3
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| ¢ ne the < { his m
arv insanity. tore the gown to pieces in the Bona-

\l; ¢ she ‘ h had great rever-

( OW 1L t 1= also =aid that he went to  the
! Superintendent’s baby  with  oil,

1 and returned to cirenit  work  acain

REV. CHAS. LADNER REV. §. R. ACKMAN.
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REV. GEO. P. STORY.
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REV. MARK FENWICK, D.D., Superintendent of Missions
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It was fitting that Miss Snelgrove should hecome Mrs, Bugden and
the first occupant of the new parsonage. The Rev. E. Pollett
Ward has now taken charge.  We trust he may have a happy past-
orate amongst a congenial and happy people. His latent energy will
make him suecessful. The two Catalinas have always had good
lay helpers. The Snelgroves, Hudsons, Blundens, Diamonds, the
Courages, the Lodges and Pomerovs, others were there in early
davs. and for over a hundred years God has carried on his work.

The Suelgrove Family.

The interesting family of Snelgrove sprang from James Snel-
gJrove, an |‘:ll;_'|i.~]|lll:ln who came to Lower Island Cove, (‘Clll('l"h
tion Bav, as a teacher and religions leader, sometime in the latter
half of the eighteenth century.  He had three sons, bearing the
patriarchal names of Abraham., Isaac and Jacob.  Abraham and
I<aac came to Catalinag and were among the first settlers. Jacon
scems to have remained in Lower Tsland Cove as there are no furth-
er records. From Tsaac Snelgrove, horn in 1788, died Jan. 16, 1859,
aved 71 vears, the present race seems to have originated largely.
Isaac Snelgrove was recorded as a member of ¢lass in 1823 and
on from vear to vear. Ilis family consisted of ten children.
Isaac and Ann Snelgrove: Children—John, Peter, Elizabeth, Wil-
lam. Benjamin, Hannah, Amelia, Susan, Harriet and Ann (a
twin). From this family tree sprang other branches, particularly
Benjamin and Susannah Snelgrove.  Isaac, their first horn, and
wife. came to a tragic end when the S8, Lien went down, on the
way from St. John's on Jan. 6. 1882, None were left to oIl the
tale.  Annie is the wife of the present Magistrate Roper of Bona-
vista.  William Norman (more anon.) John, who died at Signal
iliil. St. John's, of typhoid contracted in Halifax, N. S, Albert
(in St. John's). Susan at home. Sarah (Mrs. Leonard Evans)
deceased, and Frederick.  From William Norman Snelgrove, J.P.,
sprang another branch of the family of Snelgrove. Mrs. Norman
was a St. John's lady and rendered good service by her musical
genius and energetie services to Methodism, as President of Ladies’

Aids, &c. Their children are, William, Charles, Jane, Herbert.,
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end. For many vears he was t centt ire of the

Benjamin Snelerove & Nons, founded by the untirn n

/
>
/
] -

education. made up lor that deficieney by dint of

and enterprize.

pr———

B

Norman Snelerove was made a Justice of the Peace. an honor
he wore with dignity to himself and the K he represented.  He
had a i physique a ! tl ir of a tru
horn Briton.  He was the inean ) snating the local <“Over
Seas Club?” of which he was the President. He was an ardent
friend of edu i | | wards building t}
splendid Methodist \cademy in his native town

His ¢ad was tr

oved to roam in the wild countrv.  He left home to pick some
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The John=ons, the Daltons and other estimable men and wo-
men at Little Catalina. were God's faithful servants that the min-
isters could always depend upon.  Their kindness to the minis-
ters has heen almost unparalleled.
Of late Catalina has been moving up. The new enterprize
at the community now known as Port Union, with its shiphuilding
plant. its electrie lighting system. now carried through the town,
and the gigantic business premises, with the influx of new life,
make present appearances look towards the near future when
Catalina will become one of our most thriving and flourishing out-
ports.
Port Union at the time of writing is putting a stir into
things, Mayv the Methodist Chareh also e fully alert and measure
up to her present opportunities. A fine new church would be a
areat acquisition to Catalina.  Methodist services have heen estab-
lished at Port Union, and a splendid two storey school building i<
in course of erection.

Newman's Core.

Another appointment of the old Bonavista Circait, and sinee
ISO7, an appointment of the Eiliston Mission. 1= Newman’s Cove,
including Birchiv Cove, situated six miles from Bonavista.  In
1859 during the ministry of the Rev, Paul Prestwood, Newman's
Cove appears on the church records for the first time.  The sub-
seription list for the minister’s salary 1= as follows:—J.mes Ski*
fington £1.0.0: Joseph Keats 10 shillings: William Skiffington
8 shillings : Wiliiam Keats 10 shiliings.  Three years later appears<
the first list of membership. A work of grace had been experi-
enced and a class had been formed.  The first class contained the
following members:—

James Skiffington, Jr.. Leader: James Skiffington, Sr., Wil-
liam Keats, Samuel Keats, Joseph Abbott, Elizabeth Abbott, Eilen
Abbott, William Abbett, Amelia Keats, William Hicks, Hannakh
Brown, Roger Skiffington, George Elliott, Robert Keats, William
Skiffington, Aun Skiffington, Hannah Abbott.

It was our pleasure to attend to the spiritual wants of the
children and grand children of the above named members for four
years. It was always a joy and gratification to go to Newman's

R A

AR

e —.

a—————————————
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Cove. We shall never forget the kindness of the late Mr. Robert
Skiffington and his partier, and how they provided for our wants,
alio that of the horse and the driver. He was stricken with para-
lysis on the way to the country and on falling from his dray was

picked up, carried home, and in a few hours “was not, for God
took him.”

Mr. James Hicks took charge of the day school in our second
vear. “Auntie” Skiffington shared his home, for she had adopted
him when a ehild,  She was one of the excellent of the earth. W
reten! e on one oecasion passing from King's Cove to Bonavista
on the northern mail steamer.  The late Revs. Frazer and Freeman
were on board.  Both had partaken of “Auntie Skiffington’s hos-
pitality repeatedly. Mr. Freeman remarked, 1 wounld like 10 go
mto Newman's Cove, if only to see “Auntic.”™ <A cup of cold water

'

siven to a disciple shall not lose its reward

Among the many
who have belped “to roll the old chariot alons, mention could he
made of I:"_:l r Skiffington, John Skiffinoton, Orlando and Albert
Ellott, James Hicks and others,

The first church having served it dav, the Rev. Herbert
Creasy moved for a new Sanctuary. He worked nobly with the
people and they ably seconded his efforts, the objective was reache ]
and a new church was opened for divine worship  during  his
ministry,

le--' Rev. W, 1. Dotchien thousht it time to )cru\illv hetter
accommaodation for Dayv and Sunday School and general churedy
purposes, with the result that considerable progress was made. The
day school has been opened. Newman’s and Birchy Coves are well
satisfied that Methodism 1s able 1o ]!l‘n\llla' for their .-]llfilll:ll re-
quirements and educational facilities for the children.

Albert Elliott’s son has paid the supreme sacrifice. The late
Sergeant Elhott did not Live in vain. Now victory has come be 1
Known that Newman's Cove contributed no small share at the

call of the nation in Jdistress.
Tickle Core.

Thirty vears before Newman's Cove received regular visits

from the Bonavista missionary, Tickle Cove was, in 1830, an ap-
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pointment of the Bonavista Circuit. In 1830 there was a member-
ship of two, William and Mary White. In 1837 the Rev. Adam
Nightingale reported a membership of 12 persons, viz.:—William
White. Leader: Mary White, Sr., Mary White, Jr., Jane Keepel,
Sarah Brent. Sarah Over. Jane Gill, Elizabeth Greening, Jane
Mackenzie, Elizabeth Elliott, Willian: Warren. Rose Greening,
Capt. Edward White, the famous seal killer, and for many years
widely known as the observer of the Sabbath, by refusing to allow
seals to be killed on that day. was a White of Tickle Cove. Being
difficult of access Tickle Cove declined in later vears. The
writer tried to visit it three times in the vear during his term at
Elliston. It now gets an occasional visit from Musgrave Town.
It is a very small flock, but Methodism may some day be felt in
that community and adjoining settlements. “Fear not little flock
for it is vour father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”

[

e By |

T
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CHAPTER XX.

GREENsroxn o OnriciNvanny Greex’s Poxson.

Greenspond was an important Jdistributine centre much far-
ther back than 1791 when the Rev. George Smith founded the first

Methodist Class in that place. Thes

as a small remnant of his

work remaming in 1832, The Bonavista Cireuit resist

t is very probable that

the Bonavista missionary wave th ! nal it

IV wa em an occasional visit.  Morality
was at sucl v ehb that Greenspond was usually nicknamed the

ts name from the first two set
n’s Pond.

‘'orlett made a visit to the northward

d was at first written Gree
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and his journal has a verv extended notice of the impression he

formed of that commercial town, Sunday, July 2, 1826:

“We landed this morning at Greenspond about 4 o'clock. Af-

vinge Jdown to rest for an hour and a half, T was quite refresh

ed and went to inform the principle inhabitants of the place of
what were our main reasons or intentions in visiting them. 1
walked throush the harbor to see what the peopie were doing, and
found as 1 had previously heard. that the merchant’s stores were
all open. 1 saw some purchasing shoes, others fishing materials,
provisions, &-. In a word 1 found that Sunday was what may be

cmphatically called market day in Greens Pond.  The people,

S

REV. JOSEPH LISTER REV. GEO. VATER
however, are not =o abandoned as with one consent to prosecut

the fishery on the Sabbath Day, although there are individuais
who fit ont their boats on Sundav in order to be ready for Mon-
dav. 1 was informed by the most respectable inhabitants residing

Pond that duringe the winter season it is verv common and al-

in

most a seneral thing to go shooting seals and birds on the Sabbath

day.
“The people not emploved were standing or lying on the rocks

rehearsing the news, the children in groups plaving, in reality with
no one to care for their souls. T resolved as I could not preach in
|

the church, that I would preach at the church door as the peopl

14l

T

walF

K
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came out.  But there was irch serviee. 1 presume the person
who read the m L <¢]l¢ <pense with ?'I'QiA\']-H“._' i}lat
day.

“The weather pro e <atislactorv, I announced that I
would preach in Mr. Garland’s store. A more tumultous crowd
of men T never s<a ssembled together. T almost despaired of

REV. THOMAS B. DARBY, M.A.

! Eil'.]\Q"!

1rrest .’ ' a ~{'s
and vect m a few sons of
Bacel 1ser sort who stood
without ! |

S t they were of,
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reviled and swore and said 1 should he thrown into the water.”

(Mr. Robert Granter an old inhabitant the writer that his
e

1 11
|

ather who was at the service told him that when Mr. Corlett gave

)

out the text from the epistle to the Romans, a man walked up with
uplifted fist and said: “Don’t you dare to say a word against the
Romans here.™)

Mr. Corlett closes his  interesting  observations thus:—
“Green’s Pond is in want of a missionary. There are about five
hundred Protestants and one hundred Catholies, besides there are

Protestants at the following places, which may be easily visited

with the happiest effects several times a year, as most of them are

REV. JOSEPH PARKINS.

contizuous to Green’s Pond. and all have intercourse wit hit: Mid-
(”" Cove, ['Hll"!l;ll"!.~ l~i:1!u5. .\?.\;111..\ l~‘:i:iv1,. I"ﬂr!".~ i~].‘lll']. Goose-
berry Island and Pouch Island, on most of which families reside
who seldom hear the Gosps

In 1862, or thirty-=iy cars later. Mr. Corleit’s hopes
were realized and  Greenspond  reccived its  first - preacher
in the person of Rev. Johm S. Allen. He visited the
places named above with many others.  Ar. William Lang, Sr.,
encouraged the first preachers and his family rallied around him.
Mr. Fred White. the merchant and familv, declared for Method-

ism. Two of his daurhters married Methodist ministers, the late

som
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Rev. Solomon Matthews, father of Rev. F. R. Matthews, B.A.. and
the late Rev. H 1y Lewis The Oaklevs, Blackwoods, O=monds,
Burtons, B <, Allens, Bur Whitemarshes and ra
hied to the Methodist standard.  The early preaching services were
held in cottages but they soon had the first House of Praver.

The R« loseph Todhunter followed and was shamefully ill-
treated on his wav from an outside dntment. He had to r
MR. JOSEPH BUTLER,

Lay Reader, etc., Greenspond.

irn to Engcland in consequence. Then came the Rev. !-:l.:" Howie.
Cereenspond was to be the grave of the next missionary. The R
William Dutton on arrivinge from Enelan proceeded to his chare
but before Christmas “he was not for God took him That
carnest evangehist and winner, the Nolomon Matthews,
came next. He had a charge and d | pioneer work
for fe vears. He was followed by the sainted Jerem Embree.

two ministers, Revs. Charles Mvers and
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Thomas Eland. Then Revs. Joseph Lister and George Vater. In
1881 the Rev. Solomon Matthews returned again, in the interval
he had married Miss White of Greenspond.  The ground travelled
by Mr. Matthews during his first term had began to divide. In
1874 Musrave Harbor Mission was formed. and in 1883 Greenspon:d
was divided acain and Flat Island Mission was formed. In 1884

Weslevville hecame a separate mission.,

MR. SAMUEL HODDINOTT.

After Solomon Matthews came William Jennings, then F. R.
Duffill, next Joseph Parkins, after him Charles Lench, F. G.
Willey, T. B. Darby, B.A., John E. Peters, M.A,, J. J. Durrant,
James Pincock, Ezra Broughton, Elijah C. French, J. C. Ellioti,
(one year) and William Harris. This 1s as far as we remember
the ministerial succession.

Greenspond is an ideal cirenit for two classes of ministers.

For a vounger man of studious habits it affords ample opportuni-
3 : ] Pl
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to lav a foundation ;

iinst the time to

 §
= Ad mission where travelline

1< not
A fine-poople snd every wav ooncidavats and S
VOV exactinge, e people and every way considerate and sym
pathetic. We found a splendid armv of workers on the island.
Messrs, James Burr
William Lane, W

Shambler's Cove, William Davis of Nafe Harbor, and the comfort-

John O=mond. Joseph Butler. Joesse Bourne.

Hiam Pittman and others.  Arthur Vivian of

able home of the late Capt. Wiliam Barbour, Aldersyde Cottago,

REV. WM. HARRIS.

whe re one :1!\v.;!\~ felt at iuxhn‘. Poole’s I~P:!!!AE h;l-! a :’H'”'\ }XH'H!‘
for the minister at Mrs. Davis’s before and after her hushand’s

1d
death. The vouns probation avis, 15 a grandson of

ctual Joseph Davis,

¢ his relative at Saf»

Two well inform-
Eli Manuel, an ex-President of the

ol

British

ey restaned o' school and entered the work
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from Greenspond. Rev. George Burry, B.A.. of the Toronto Con-

ference, was a Greenspond ov, It was our privilece to brie him
forward as a candidate.  Rev, Charles A Whitemarsh, M.A.. B.1) .

first saw the licht in Greenspond.  The Rev. .Tohn Pittman of the
Methodist Episcopal Church is another hoyv of the Island Cireuit
that 1s making cood. The Rev. Garland G. Burton, B.A.. B.D..
now Lieut. Burton. with Tis Majesty’s Forces, is doing his part

for the Empire.  We trust Licut. Burton will be spared to return

REV. GEO. BURRY, B.A,,
Toronto Conference.

ph Butler and

the two promising vouths of Frank Dewey are also fighting for the
flag. and some others have paid the supreme sacrifice. A tribute
of praise 1s due for 1 fenie I cudered to the cause of

cation by Mr. . J. Crummev, AAL Hono W, W, ”:IH};H’(!.I'H"
present Colonial Seeretary, al splend vork., Revs. Eh
Manuel, George BDurry a number of pammstaking ;vF«'Jt‘L'(‘SSUI\'.

Nothing but good can be said of Samuel Hoddinott, Kenneth
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Greenspond Circuit be

Oakley and others.  May the future of |
brighter and its achievements greater than the past.  Methodism
has accomplished wo < along social, moral and intellectual
lines, sinee the advent of the preacher of richteousness in the vear
of our Lord one thousand eicht hundred and sixtv-two and its
christian morality will now compare with any other community in

Newfoundland.

HON. W. W. HALFYARL,
Colonial Secretary.
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CHAPTER XXL

Musrave Hawsonr, Frar Isnaxp &c.

In proportion as Bonavista grew in population and the mat-
ter of makine a li came a creater consideration, so some
: I;i!' 11 tants ]|‘, ' 1 1 1 Vs | t! I

The Late JOHN B. WHEELER, ESQ., J.P.
A talented local preacher, etc.

neer s 1 ¢ when the Moulands, Abbotts,
f Western Bav, Hicks a other families of Bona
| in Musgrave Harbor, then known as Muddy Hole and
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later in Western Arm. now Carma . the preacher

them. These colonists stted from Greenspond.  From 18
until 1874, the Rev. Sold Y| WS faithfu nee
Then \]1.\_5:: ¢ Ha ! a4 =eparat <ftatin Wi
first born of Greenspond ( The R Her ] SR
preaching characteristies « < Welsh nationality, bhecame its
superintendent. e turn marri Mis= W} wrhte
l"x‘s'-1|‘?';~ k White. has ;111\"
REV. J. W. WINSOR,
Musgrave Hr.
d ~ al
| T

eVl 1!
They carr
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Musegrave Harbor became 2 distinet station, has sent its best (o
meet the spiritual conditions needs of the people

<¢ along. the most outstand-
ine is the late John B. Wheeler. Esq.. J.P’.. known as “The Mast-

1

Of those who have hdl

er. I'he Master | his « ne Lo as immensely useful and

deservedly popular.  He was evervthing to the village. He was

doctor when the \ 1 al man. and travelled miles in all

REV. CAPT. S. HANN, M.A.

With the Canadian Forces.
A = ¢ il < i 1 | ol 1
Road | i 0 Jus the Peace, et

< ¢ H s S ~ School R
! 1 0 ¢ was ! i
’ \ | i m Greenspond
Musgrave 11 ury Meeting. T




WHITEWAY, ESQ., M.D.
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MR. JESSE WHITEWAY.
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P vith the P Two have received the honorary
ST Doctor of Divinit

I'he Rev. W, 1. Dre < bateh, was sent to open un
the new mission of Flat Isdand, BB, Sinee then he has given a
good account of himseif.  He was <uceeeded by the late John C.
Side vho finishe British Columbia.  He built a

} G ! | b | tlements chanved in
omplexie 1= } (s town and elsewhere, and the

SOLOMON P. WHITEWAY, ESQ,,
Methodist College Staff, St. John's.
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mission.  In the course of time the Glovertown Mission was con-
sidered too great a tax on the energies of one missionary, it wa-
divided and the Deer Island Mission was formed. The Glovertow::
section last yvear was practically independent for a voung or single
ordained man, only receiving a small grant.  The names of resi-
dents on the Glovertown Mission suggests that they migrated from
the various communities in Bonavista and Trinity Bavs,  Janes,
Burry, Diamond, Pomeroy, Powell and <o on. Rev. Herbert Moores
was their last pastor.  He finished Trovtown church and brough?
the mission near to independency.

Deer Island Mission.

Deer Isiand, Brace's Island, Flat Idand and  Gooseberry
Island are not so strong financially as the Glovertown station and
the mission is not =0 old.  They are pushing ahead and we hope to
see them in a few vears taking their place among the vigorcus mis-
sions.  From the missionary reports it would appear that the name
of Feltham predominates on Deer Island and Brages” Island. Butts
are in evidence at Flat Island.  Gooseberry Island is the home o)
the Howse's and the Rev. Charles Howse, a Gooseberry Tsland bov,

is the Chairman of the Bonavista Distriet.

Musqgrave Town.

Of all the lovely spots in Terra Nova few can compare with
Musgrave Town in Bonavista Bay and its immedate vieinty.
The story is told that Mr. A. J. W. MeNeilly, a true lover of
nature, and his brother Robert, (harristers) spent a time at this
beautiful resort.  Alexander the elder roused his brother from his
morning slumber to hehold the glorioussunrise.  Goose Bay and
Muddy Hole, both situated in Bonavista Bay, though many miles
apart, were called after Governor Musgrave, Musgrave Town and
Musgrave Harbor. Just why one Governor should be honored
twice and other Governors left out is very peculiar.  There is a
vast difference between the Musgrave Town of to-day and  fifiy
vears ago. The first settler was an Enclishman named Greenine.
Bonavista townsmen thought there were advantages there for set-
tlers and they were among the first colonizers.  They moved thee
with their families and started life afresh.
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/. JOHN LINE, M A,

REV. HARRY ROYLE.
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Sometime after these energetic people had got their church
and parsonage built a disastrous fire came and swept away the
pastor’s home, leaving the Rev. W, H. Dotchon poorer for this visit-
ation in 1896, He was thoroughly prophetic at the time, having

“packed much of his stuff’ for moving.”™  For several vears youne

men took charge of the mission and at length the new parsonage

was occupied.  But troubles don’t come single handed and durine

the minisiry of Rev. William Harris, the second

occupant of the

REV. W. J. WILSON,
Pastor Musgrave Town,

a \ destroyed by fire But nothing
daunted thev arose to the occasion and a new c¢h
patd for surpassing the first eVeTy wa Gire
M Harris and the noble har vho rallied ar
hurch 1= a t to them We could wish that every community
had h a lu { i« L s tuar

With such a splendid band of lay-helpers, consisting of the

Readers, Oldfords and otl

Musgrave Town Circuit will work
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out its God-given destiny. “Look unto Zion, the city of thy
solemnities, thine eyes shall hehold Jerusalem a quiet habitation,
a tabernacle that shall not he taken down, not one of the stakes
thereof shall be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be
broken.”

RIET S

i A i
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CHAPTER XXII.

WESLEYVILLE AND NEw

Azain in I8SSL the now senior Greenspond Circuit, twenty
twie irs old, oa } Ol snrine. the Wy
It | Mis<<ion 1 1 | "«
I'he Rev. Georo Bull < 1 | 1
(ont an ~i H | i

REV. W. 7. D. DUNN




STORY OF METHODISM IN BONAVISTA DISTRICT 183

blest with & revival in his first and last vears. The Rev. Jabe
Hill followed and left after his second year. The Rev. W. R.

Tratt filled 1 his lecal term and was succeeded l'}' Rev. H. J.

REV. GEORGE PAINE
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CAPT. JESSE WINSOR,
Recording Steward, Weslieyville Circuit.

Jim.” has never been | want . His o 1l smile has always
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JAMES BISHCP, H.M.S
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ms, 1 deut. % ns, I In rance, and after a few
weeks, Mr. Way, proving unfit for service, received an honorable
discharge.

The Rev. it as a pro-
bationer, sub vO vears
1t Bav of Islands

aa ilf' u-

*1n the

CAPT. ALPHAEUS BARBOUR,
A very useful Circuit Official.

S n

e I ] 1. they
L o S ] 1 We
n qu i a century ago
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How we looked forward to an exchanee of pulpits and the inspirinzs

o Annual Missionay Meeti

ix a synonym for all that is good and manly. Benjamin Barbour,

and soul stirrin The name of Barbour

the elder, came from England and bhrouoht up a large family of

sons and daunghters. The names of the sons are Joseph, Benjamin,

Thomas, John, drowned at Sydnev a little while ago, with two sons.

by upsetting a hoat.  Across hiz late residence are the significant
words: “Prepare to meet thy God.”  Had he a presentiment
of his latter end? George, James, Edward and Samuel. The late
Capt. “Joe” Barbour made the way for the Newtown sealing vik-
inegs.  The late Captain William also deservedly popular. Capt.
George 15 too well known to deserve any comment of an extended
nature.  He is still in the business.  He now resides at Trinity.

Captain Alphacus. son tower of strength to the

cause of Methodism in the place.  He wonld rather forfeit hLis

owner’s good pleasure than do unnecessary work on the Lord’s
Dav. His brother, C

Miss Elfrida Barbour,

ain Baxter. went down with his steamer.

ister, beeame Mrs. (Rev.) George Burry
of the Toronto Conference.  We remember the late Mark Garrett
as Chairman of the Missionary Meetings. He was a thoughtful
and verv much respected eitizen. He was able to deliver his soul

upon the subject of mi=sions< and cor

¢t services with very great
aceeptance to the people. 1t was a hard blow to the cause when
God called “Skipper Mark Garrett.”

Mr. Alfred Vincent of kindly and Christ-like disposition, who

1

did noble service as a lavman., local ;H“.‘l«'}l' r. and “l'(‘nl"li”]."

| elsewhere and for long vears resident in

Steward in Bonavi

St. John's, was born not far from Newtown. An advocate of
Christian holiness who lived up to it.  Who in early days would
preach on board the sealing steamers, “As dving unto dying men.”
His daughter is the deservedly popular vocalist of Centen-
nial Cochrane St. Chureh.  We remember Jacoh Ridout, a sterling
man and ever the minister’s friend, who finished his career in St.
John's. Everv resident in Newtown has the kindest regard for
ble Mr. Wilhiam Howell, now 1n his 85th vear. For

v in the Newtown Church and

the vener:

“lili‘.\'

while his active services are over he is still found among
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CHAPTER XXIII.

Tuintry. Foco, Capvaxsvinie, Hopwoon axp CuasGe ISnaxbs.

fy Churcind.




STORY OF

METHODISM

iN BONAVISTA DISTRICT 191

: I to preacl
cowed the seed { s = cars lat
(ieorge Sn |\ Hos ird a ship to try to
\ P hic fa \\. . ’ < 0> 1 m 1 |
tarred hn roim ! { lish satlors "t
me1 T ' T Smit] Tohn R
44 tall) 1 \ B3 1 Bonavis
Ol 1 \ i) { ] == 1 \
\\i “t i y ’ A" ] v
“ mi ! ¢ ne Ep S min
REV. JOSEPH GAETZ
sl
1 . )
To 1
Wi \
I m got o1 : — ears of the 19th centur
Men of sucl sterln r |\ m Kelson, Esq., and others
e oreat hel tl nfluerce. The best ministers Methodism
had came 1 Trinitv in the tunr: Mar a bab 1 1




DISTRIC

IN BONAVISTA

192 STORY OF METHODISM
\I P, r to t
\I.
| < M -1 uld
3 s
g | I ] 1 |
i ) | H GoJo B I)r. Bond
| N | ~ it a y y
10 S » e I=aa
REV. GEORGE J. BOND, B.A., LL.D.
Fre 7 ( um
f = \ '
13 ! { | S
s. Ithas more a




STORY OF METHODISM

at Trinity and most of
sionary Societv.  They pai

and their T
anda helr misisopary

salary of another missi

lish Harbor, the honu

birthplace of the popular pas

Rev. Wilbert B. Bugden, B.A.
Dr. Philip Tocque and the

IN

BONAVISTA DISTRICT

193

& 1S \ i
< alt  tl
s < Fi

‘ <. This 1= 1l
\) { St. John's, tl
{ e Kl of Elliston and

Annual

Mis-




194 STORY OF METHODISM IN BNNAVISTA DISTRICT

which led the singing and the kindly greeting and entertainment
at the home of the father of the Rev. Mr. Bugden. The Bugdens,
Batsones, Tvanvs and others of English Harbor are sterling mem-
hers and lovers of our ~ause.

If Methodism on this old station is seemingly decadent in its
original headquarters, it is pretty vigorous in its ontlving appoint-
ments. Men may come and go and the spiritual geography of 2
circuit may vary, hut God’s work goes on for ever. The Rev. Uriah
Laite. a voung and promising probationer, is greatly heloved by
his people and is doing a splendid work for us on this cecond oldest
Methodist station.

Fogo Circuit.

As Methodism moved northward. Fogo came within the scope
of its influence. Tike Trinity it was not the most congenial soil
for the Methodist preacher. Often the cirenit houndaries were
changed.  But the servants of God laboured on and often they
sympathized with the penitent tear and rejoiced with new horn
souls.  Tlow could it he otherwise when such men as the Rev.
Thomas Fox. Jeremiah Embree. T. Whitfield Atkinson and other
equally earnest souls lahoured “or the advancement of God’s King-
dom in this northern region.

We remember the strong men of Fozo a quarter of a century
ago. Thev didn't alwavs see eve to eve in secnlai and commercial
affairs hut whoever dared to touch Methodism. touched “the appl2
of their eve.™ There was the late Robert Scott, with integrity of
spirit as firm as the old Scotch granite.  There was T. C. Duder,
Esq.. of the firm of Edwin Duder, later M.TT.AL, later Magistrate
at Bonne Bay. None could read a sermon hetter in the puipit and
particularly if it was one of Talmage’s, and also the late Dr. Mal.
colm who died serving the people in all weathers, whose liberality
knew no bounds.  We shall not see his like again. There was John
Lucas, Esq.. TLALCL always ready to oblige the minister, would
rather be in the pulpit than in the pew. “Pa Lucas.” for that waz
i Fortune Bay. in Fozo and elsewhere. Many will be the stars in
his one and only name. served two generations ago in Grand Bank,
the crown of his rejoicing. Thomas Lucas, his son, took up the
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same business and was in harness when his father retired after a
hard day’s work. John Lucas, Esq. died at Bay Roberts,
\nd where would one find a better place to spend a happy
evening than at the residence of John Hodee, E-=g.. a well real,
congenial and refined Englishman,  He knows what  DBritain’s

strugele has meant to his houschold.  We could speak of the Lin-
ficld=. C'ooks and others who have helped our cause in Foso.

Barred Islands and Joe Ball’s Arm have for manyv vears heen
1den

Freake, Decker, God

the second appointment. The names of

and others are well known to God’s servants who have come m
They have well learnt the

.

sone for their term of service at Foso.,
text “Know them that are over vou in the Lord and esteem them
highly in love for their works sake.”

Seldom was for vears a separate mission, it it
severed relations and has returned to its first love. to help Fogo
They have a splendid

had oniv

and “to strencethen the thines that remain.’
House for the Lord, which is the admiration of our people all over
the country who call az they come and o to do husiness in thos

northern regions.  Credit is larcely due to the Rev. James Holmes:

who directed the work and helped the people in their enterprize.
Methodism will rise acain on this united circuit. Messrs. Perry
(a name that has travelled far for its liberality) :
Hoddinott, Penny and others of the Seldom section, will never let
With 119 families on the mission and a birth

Seott. Holmes,

the old canse die.
rate four times in excess of its mortality rate, Foco mission must
in a few vears. Men see not verv often

acain take heart and rise
Foso is coing onward and unward.

the hright licht in the cloud.
Carmanville Circuit.

Western Arm was the original name of this interestine com-

It is another place indirectly colonized from Bonavista, in

munity.
areat measure  John Hicks of Rolling Cove. Bonavista, went to
Doting Cove, Musgrave Harbor, with his large familv. His sons

lip. James, Samson and Tsrael. Not well

were Georee, Joan., Phi
satisfied he picked up again in due course and went to Western
They parcelled out the land on practical

Arm, now Carmanville.
John was apportione|

principles. James took the upper portion.
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the next section, Philip came next and Samson the lower part of
the shore. Irael came in between Samson and John, and George
was the lower man of the harbor. This information was given me
by Mr. Hugh Hicks of Rolling Cove, Bonavista. Could anything
be more unique and does it not almost put Abraham’s and Lot’s
land arrangements to shame. The community grew as the Tulks,
Goodyears, Chalks and others came in in due course.

Carmanville (North and South) Noggin Cove, Fredericton,
Long Point, Gander Bay and Victoria Cove must, we should judge,
supply facilities to tax the energies of the average man. There ar»
now 117 members, and 116 Methodist families. With a loyal band
of lay-workers, we have here a field from which we should hope good
in the future. Captain Hicks is serving in the Royal Nfld.
Regiment.

Horwood Mission.

This mission is only in its infaney. It is on its second yvear.
Joth its appointments were on my station when serving Herring
Neck. Horwood was then Dog Bay. It was then the day of small
things. I endured hardship to reach those appontments.  Onee
when travelling on the ice with Jonathan Elliott, since drowned
crossing the same run, under similar conditions. It was a hard
walk through the woods from Beaver Cove to Dog Bay. We tried
to wet a school house in these places, but was removed from Her-
ring Neck before the nsual time and didn’t complete them. 1
shall never forget the kindness of the Elliotts at Beaver Cove and
Mrs. Troke and the Hodders at Horwood. Mrs. Troke. an elect
lady at Horwood was “one of the excellent of the carth.” With
her hushand she had made her home in Horwood, having removed
from Change Islands. It was a great blessing for those few sheep
in the wilderness. 1 never kinew a woman pray with such unction.
She led the Sunday services for many vears. We marvel when wa
look at the development of this mission. Its first year they raised
[220.00 for the minister, S681.00 for all purposes,

We remember in our day, about 1892, that there was one
solitary stone in a little lonely gravevard. It had been there very
many years and its record found its place in my journal. Since

e L aaliod
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then we have found out more about it. It was a moralist who
wrote that inscription. The stone was a good preacher to all who
passed by and read and paused. They are the words of Simon
Wastill :

“Like to the damask rose you see,

Or like the blossom on the tree,

Or like the dainty flower of May,

Or like the morning of the day,

Or like the san or like the shade,

Or like the gourd which Jonah had,

E’en such is man: whose thread is spun,

Drawn out and cut and so tis done.

The rose withers, the blossom blasteth,

The flower fades, the morning hasteth,

The sun sets, the shadow flies,

The gourd consumes and man he dies.”

Change Islands Circuit.

We have come to the last place in the Bonavista District.
We began to do Bonavista, but we travelled farther than we
thought. A yvear age Change Islands was added to the Bonavista
District. This station has been knocked about unmercifully, but it
remains ever the survival of the fittest. It was for a short time the
head of a mission over forty years ago, with Edgar Taylor in
charge, and it is the head of a mission sgain. It was in the Bona-
vista District before it was divided, went to Twillingate and it is
now in the Bonavista District again. We hope it will go out no more.
1t was put back to Fogo. It was again transferred to Herring Neck,
and there remained for many years, paying often three-fourths of
the assessment, and sending a schooner load of fire-wood, and gei-
ting about one-third of the minister’s services; and never com-
plaining. They are the noblest people 1 have known in the whole
Colony. Now caring for Horwood and Beaver Cove and then will-
ing, without a murmur, to give up her foster children to take
over Indian Islands in their stead.

I had several narrow escapes in reaching Change Islands.
One getting over the hummocks of ice from Duck Rock to Northern
Change Islunds. Shortly after reaching land the wind veered and
the ice went off to seca. A crowd of men came seeking me early on
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C. W. Bryvant, whose father’'s remains, a Methodi-t minister, re-
pose in God’s aere at O1d Perlican. H. G. Coppin who had his trials
among a svmpathetic people.  Both his wife and child died at the
parsonage. Arminius Young and Leofric E. G. Davies enjoyed their
terms in that secluded spot and now last but not least, my genial
friend, John A. Wilkinson, is making a successful ministry among
this worthy people.

The servants of God have never lacked syvmpathetic regard
while labouring with this flock. We shall never forget the kind-

ness received at the home of the jate James Waterman, Esq..

North End. It was a real “Chapel of Ease” after exposure in
hoat or traveiling on ice.
took the best English illustrative papers and it was a treat, to be
appreciated, to get access 1 these periodicals. Mrs. Waterman was<

He was a true born Enghishman and

the soul of kindness. She was church organist. And that she could do
it. goes without saving, when it is known that she was daughter of
the late John Haddon, Esq., ex-Inspector of Protestant Schools. Nor
could hardly any weather keep her back from her church duties.
And how shall 1 speak of the welcome accorded at the Methodist
and church end of the Island and the home whose open doors wel-
comed the ministers for many vears after the Taylors grew old,
There was always the most genial wel-

the earlier harbor of rest.
Since we got a family of

come and most splendid entertainment.
our own we have wondered how Mrs. Roberts could do it. “We shall
feel everlastingly grateful for kindnesses received in the long ago
at the home of Solomen Roberts, Esq.. J.P. He took his turn as
lay reader with Father Taylor and his son who trod in his father’s
footsteps. It mattered not if we were six or eight weeks between
the fast and loose seasons, the services always went on with clock-
work regularity. We knew that Father Taylor, Solomon Roberts
and Mrs. Waterman would keep the machinery in motion. We
never enjoved the work on any circuit better, and if life was not
passing so rapidly and the situation so far northward, we would
heartily welcome the chance to live with them again.

The circuit will be alright in the hands of John A. Wilkinson.
Change Island Circuit has 125 families. The average for cach
family is $4.50 for ministerial support. They give $2.00 for mis-
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sions.  Last vear they raised $1.500 for all purposes.  With as
many more families they would he casily self supporting.
Aud now we have travelled through the whole

district from
Dan to Beershel a. Let us review the work of God.

The District has a
membership of 2,693 witl, 2959 families, Last Year it contributed
for Missions 2.6G1s. It wave £9.197 for ministerial support, and for

all Purposes $31.505.  Some have honored the Lord with their
substance, and others by pondering these detai]< may do better in
the future. Hear the teaching of holy writ -

“The lilwral <oul shall be made fat.

There 1= that viveth and Yet l't'rl'i‘.i'”l."
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CHAPTER XXIV.

A Review axp A Partine Worp.

We have endeavoured to take our readers back to the begin-
ning of Methodism in Bonavista, with a review of the growth and
development of the work of God on the old Bonavista Circuit, as
it included the numercus appointments in Trinity and Bonavista
Bays. “Saw ye not the cloud arise, little as a human hand.”
Though apparently insignificant in 1794, yet ever widening in the
scope of its influence and power until Elliston, Catalina. New-
man’s Cove, Greenspond and the coves and creeks of the mainland
and the adjacent islands received showers of blessing.  So mightily
arew the word of God and prevailed, until in the sottlements where
less than a century and a quarter ago, every Protestant was of the
Church of England persuasion, there are now to be found more
than eleven thousand Methodist adherents.

Nor did the coming of the Methedist missionary work havoe
to any other section of the Christian church, but on the other hand,
set influences in motion in the quickening of the flame of evangel-
ical Christianity and vital godliness. The great Dr. Chalmers, not
a Methodist, described Methodism as “a poker to stir up other
churches.”

Contemporary with Methodism the Church of England has
maintained a splendid following, while the Salvation Army has
found an ample sphere of usefulness. The Church of Rome has
also shepherded its flock during all these years, and there has been
for the most part perfect harmony and no discordant note in the
ecclesiastical quartette. While there has existed convergent views
with regard to theological points of dogma, they have been of the
head rather than the heart. Few towns of the old Colony have

B

a5 us.
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been marked by greater harmony and good feeling. If such did
exist there 1s a great eare for bigotry in the words of Jehu to
Jehonadab: “Is thy heart right as my heart is with thy heart?
Then give me thy hand !”

In conclusion we will make some observations concerning the
advancement along the lines of numerical, spiritual and financial
increase during the past fifty vears.

Fifty years ago there were three ministers operating where
there are now ten cirenits. Then there were 437 members, and
now there are 2,126, Forty-six vears ago there were few Sunday
Schools. To-day there are 10 Sunday Schools and over 4,000 offi-
cers and teachers. Less than {ifty vears ago the appreciation of the
missionary cause on the same territory under three ministers,
brought 28864, This vear the Missionary Collections amounted
to $£2.000.00.

For ministerial support the sum of $7.000 was raised on the
same places where fifty vears ago they could not raise the salary for
two ministers. For all purposes the splendid sum of about $24,000
was raised in 1908, Of that amount Bonavista contributed over
$1.000.  The Methodist Church does not exist as a money making
machine or financial agency. but the spiritual thermometer can be
very truly gauged by the financial hiberality of its people. “Them
that honor me I will honor.™  “It is more blessed to give than {o
receive.”  Npiritual blessings are usually commensurate with the
manifested liberality of the people.  Hear Jehovah speaking :—
“Bring ve all the tithes into the store house, that there may '
meat in my house, and try me now herewith: and see if 1 will not
open the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing there
shall scarce be room enough to receive it.”

Bonavista has had three places of worship, but they served
their generation and are gone.

For many vears the people have reatized the need of a church
that would do eredit to our Methodism, with all accommodations {c
meet the requirements of the [u'n!nlv. At the time of writing such
a church is in course of erection.  The architect who has prepared
and submitted the plans is the pastor’s son, Mr. Charles H. Lench,
Master of Architecture, of Harvard University, U.S.A. A Meth-




s e S —

STORY OF METHODISM IN BONAVISTA DISTRICT 203

odist townsman, Mr. Ronald Strathie, is superintending the worlk,
and we are fortunate in having such a skilful artizan in our con-
cregation.  There will be the addition of large rooms for Sunday
School purposes, with vestries for minister, choir, committees and
other needs of the congregation. It will he 120 ft. by 65 ft. Seat-
ing capacity for 1600 or more. Galleries all round &e. It is a
sigantic undertaking, but a work which if carried to a successful
issue will work out the redemption of Methodism in Bonavista. it
may be that the parents who have not attended church for vears,
Fecause as they reasoned, they had no family pew, may never tak:
up the habit of chureh-going, but surely they are not going to stand
in the wav of their children. “Instead of the fathers shall rise up
The hope of the future is the great host of children

the children.”
coming into the community from vear to vear. These must Ge
provided with a church home.  They must be trained for God and
the responsibility is a< mueh vpon the parents as upon the church.
As the children were the hope of ancient Israel so are the children
the hope of Bonavista and the same prayer should go up regarding
them.  “That our sons may Pe as plants grown up in their youth.
ard our daughters as corner stones fashioned after the similitude of
a palace.”

ation. and will baild a place of worship that wiil be the dispensary

So Bonavista Methodi=ts have seized upon the irue situ-

" the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ and his apostles, as set

LI

forth in the Old and New Testaments, and more particularly em-
vhasized for the ;'w']-ll' called Methodists in the doctrines of the
Methodist Church, contained in the twenty-five Articles of Re-

don, and those taught by the Rev. John Wesley, M.A., in his
Notes on the New Testament, and in the first fifty-two sermons of
the first series of his sermons published during his life-time.

Let us all work harmoniously together for the accomplishment
of so great and worthy an object.

The Methodist Church of Bonavista has a great work ahead
of it. The hope of the future is its young life. A genuine work of
grace among our yvoung people would be franght with glorions pos-
sihilities for the future. Some of our noble hovs went to fight
for our King and Country and for all that we hold sacred. Some
may never return, hut many others will, and we trust will make




better citizens as the result of their varied experiences. 1t will be
« happy day when peace is permanently settled and we welcome our
lads home again.  Meanwhile let us leave them in His keeping.
They have contended for a noble cause and God’s blessing has surely
attended them.

The need of to-day is a spirit of unity and co-operation. How
shall we bring it about? The cure for all our ills is a revival of
pure and undefiled religion.  You have witnessed many seasons of
revival glory in days gone by and “the arm of the Lord is not short-
ened that it cannot save, neither is His ear heavy, that it cannot
hear.,”  Shall not our faith remove these obstacles of unbelief ?
“Who art thou O great mountain, hefore Zerubbabel thou shalt be-
come a plain?” Let us get together and march shoulder to should-
er. “Like a mighty army moves the church of God.”

What have we to fear? Do some pessimistic grumblers tell us
that Mecthodism has outlived its usefulness? Why are the Method-
ists of America building from three to five churches for every day
in the yvear? Hear the tramp of the great Methodist army 35,000,
000 strong! Shall the church that in point of numbers has nailed
its colors to the mast, as the largest Protestant body throughout
Christendom, be found wanting and forget wherein her great
strength lieth?  For the next generation Methodism will be upon
hier trial, but she will by God’s grace survive the test. She has
only to pay good heed to her doctrine, her experience, her prac-
tice and her discipline.  She may have to slightly change her
tactics here and there to meet ever changing conditions, but it will
be a sorry day for her when she forgets her great and essential
mission: “to save souls and to spread scriptural holiness through-

e

out the land.” The founder of Methodism would have been ecir-
cumseribed by a geographical boundary, could the Archbishop of
Canterbury have had his way, but John Wesley declared “the worl-l
is my parish.” 1In a far greater sense is the world the parish of
Met' odism to-day since its missionary propaganda is co-extensive
with the universe. The great soul of our founder could not be
confined to the narrov: limits of a few square miles in and around
Epworth, the Lincolnshire village.

Methodism has come to Bonavista to stay. It has borne the

——————————————
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l test for a century and a quarter. The church that does not teach
people how to live, and above all how to die, misses its great
objective.  The universal judgment is the testimony that “Ow
people die well.”™ This is the highest eulogy of any church.

Archdeacon Wilson, as mentioned already, incorporated this
doctrine in a single sentence :—“The church of our death beds will
be the church of the future.”™ True, my venerable friend, death s
certainly the wholesale leveller of all narrow church distinetior:-.
Meanwhile we are sailing o'er life's ocean, and althougn the chane
and compass are of little practical utility, when the vessel back
from her trip, is safely anchored, vet they were of inestimable
value while the vovage lasted.

Ships of every imaginable shape and rig are carrying their
precions cargoes from shore to shore, and we never wrangle ahout
the various economic commodities of life and how they reached us
Shall we spend our life quarrelling about the old ship Christianity
which has safely  conducted millions of eternity bound vovagers to l
the heavenly shore in safety 7 Of the model and rig of other church-
es of Jesus Christ we need not concern ourselves.  Religious toler- .
ation is gradually ruling out religious narrow-mindedness ani !
!:i_'_'nn‘.\'.

The Methodist ship smits Methodist peopie well and in the
hands of the great Pilot and Captain of our salvation, she has been
instrumental in bringing millions of tempest tossed souls to their
desired haven. i

Reader, my imperfeet task is accomplished.  The effort is
full of defects. Many names of godly people have been left out of
this story, worthy of honorable mention.  Had my life been speut
in Bonavista 1 might have accomplished my project more perfect-

Iv. 1 own the defects of my feeble effort.  Many may be looking
sor the names of worthy ancestors and not find them. The reader '
will appreciate how large a volume would be necessary to include
them all. At the same time we have not willingly overlooked any-
one. Where we have failed Jehovah steps ineand “The Lord hath i
sworn by the excellency of Jacob I will never forget any of your
works.”  We have done our best and feel satisfied that our feeblz
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effort will bring a degree of pleasure to the descendants of a worthy
and honorable ancestry.

Methodism has given the most tangible proofs of the reason-
ableness of her advent to Bonavista. She responded to repeated calls
from the people seft in the wilderness without a shepherd. Ter
pastors have been regularly appointed from yvear to year and if you
would see the results of their labors, look around you. The great
Judze of every human endeaveur has said, “By their froits ye
shall know them.”™  No hetter proofs or credentials does any church
require, no matter what her human name may be. than those set
forth by the prophet Tsaiah in the evidences and characteristies of
the true chureh of the living God.

“Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and jnsteal
of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the
Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”
—JIs. 55:13.

May these splendid qualities be never lacking in Bonavista
Methodism.

Tue Exn.




