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CAP XX

An A& for more effeGually difcovering the Longi-
tude at Sea, and encouraging Attempts to find a
Northern Paflage between the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans, and to approach the Northern Pole.

[8th May 1818.]

‘, ‘ Y HEREAS by an A& pafled in the Twelfth Year of Her late
Majefty Queen Anne, intituled An A for providing a Public 12Aune.cs.

Reward for fuch Perfon or Perfons as fhall difcover the Longi-
tude at Sea, it was enatted, that Perfons holding certain Public Offices
therein ftated, for the time being, and certain other Perfons therein men.
tioned by Name, fhould be Commiffioners for the Difcovery of the Lon-
itude at Sea, and for examining, trying, and judging of all Propofals,
xperiments, and Improvements relating to the fame : And whereas another
A& was pafled in the Twenty-fixth Year of the Reign of His late Majefty 26 G.z. c. 25.
King George the Second, for rendering more effeCtual the laft-recited Aét:
And whereas by another A& paffed in the Thirtieth Year of the Reign
of His preféit Majefty, intituled An A& for continuing the Encouragement 30G.3.c. 14.
and Reward of Perfons making certain Difcoveries for finding the Longitude
at Sea, or making other ufeful Difcoveries and Improvements in Navigation,
and for making Experiments relating thereto, and fir adding a Commiffioner
to execute the feveral ACts for the Difcovery of 1he Longitude at Sea, Perfons
holding certain other Offices, therein enumerated, for the time being,
were added to and joined with the Commifliohers appointed by the faiti
firft-mentioned A&: And whereas all the Perfons meritioned by Name in
the faid firft-recited Aét are long fince deceafed : And whereas by reafont
of the Refidence at the Univerfities of certain Profeflors who are conft.
tuted Members of the Board of Commiffioners aforefaid, and by there not
being a Power of ele@ing into the faid Board any Perfons but the faid Of-
ficial Commiffioners and the - faid. Profeffors, it oftén happens that there
are no Perfons, particularly verfed in the Sciences of the Mathematics and
Aftronomy, refident in London, and belohging to the faid Board; and that
divers Perfons of great Skill and Ability, whofe Services would be moft LA
S coo3C o e beneficial
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‘beneficial to the Obje@s of the faid Board, are by the faid Conftitution of
the Board excluded therefrom: Be it therefore enated by the King's
moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confenr of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament af-
fembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That the faid recited As fhall
be and the fame are hereby repealed.

1. And be it further enatted, That from and after the pafling of this
A&, the Lord High Treafurer of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, or the Firt Commiffioner for executing the faid Office, the
Lord High Admiral or Firft Commiffioner for executing the Office of Lord
High Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and
fuch other Commiffioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland as may be Flag Officers
in His Majefty’s Fleet, the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, the Prefident
of the Committee of Council for Trade and Plantations, the Governor of
the Royal Hofpital for Seamen at Greenwich, the Judge of the High
Court of Admiralty, the Secretaries of the Treafury, the Secretaries of
the Admiralty, the Comptroller of the Navy, the Prefident and Three
Fellows of the Royal Society, the Royal Aftronomer at Greenwich, the
Savilian, Lucafian, Plumian, and Lowndian Profeflors of the Mathematics
and Aftronomy at the Univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge, the Obferver
at the Radcliffe Obfervatory at Oxford, all now and for the time being,
and Three other Perfons well verfed in the Sciences of Mathematics,
Aftronomy, or Navigation, to be annually feleGted, chofen, and named,
as herein-after provided, fhall be Commiflicners for difcovering the Lon-
gitude at Sea, and for examining, trying, and judging all Propofals,
Experiments, and Improvements relating to the fame, and for rewarding
Perfons making ufeful Difcoveries and Improvements in or connefted with
Navigation.

IlI. And be it further enatted, That the Three Members of the Royal
Society, fo to be Commiffioners, fhall be the Right Honourable Charles
Lord Colchefter, Davies Gilbert Efquire, and Colonel William Mudge
and that in the Event of any Vacancy by Death, Refignation, or Refufal
to at, of any of the faid Three Perfons, or of any Perfon hereafter
chofen to fucceed them, fuch Vacancy fhall be filled up by the Choice
and Eleftion of the Prefident and Council of the Royal Society ; and
that the faid Three other Commiffioners fhall be Do&tor William Hyde
Wollafion, and Doltor Thomas Young, and Captain Henry Kater, who
thall continue Commiffioners until the Firt Day of January One thoufand
eight hundred and twenty, after which Time the Three Perfons to be the faid
laft-mentioned Commiffioners fhall be annually, or as often as a Vacanc
by Death, Refignation, or Refufal to a&, may occur, felected, chofen;,
and named by the Lord High Admiral, or Commiffioners for executing
the Office of Lord High Admiral, and fhall be Perfons well verfed in the
Sciences of the Mathematics, Aftronomy, or Navigation, and fhall be
generally refident in or near the City of London, and capable of attending
at the Board of Commiffioners, and of affifting in' the Objeis herein
intrufted to the faid Board.

IV. And whereas by the faid recited Aéts, and by divers other A&s paffed -
from Time to Time, and all founded upon and referring to the faid.
firft-recited A&, divers Duties and Authorities were impofed and conferred
upon the Commifioners conftituted by the faid recited A&s, and divers. .
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Sums of Money for various Purpofes, and under different Conditions,
were from Time to Time granted and. provided to be employed and ex-
pended towards the Difcovery of the Longitude at Sea, and for divers
Purpofes in fuch A&ts mentioned, and for Rewards to fuch Perfons as
fhould - afcertain the Longitude within certain Limits and Conditions
therein fpecified; and for enabling the faid Commiflioners to caufe a
Survey to be made of the Shores of Great Britain and Ireland, and
afcertaining the Latitude and Longitude of the Capes, Promontories, and
Headlands thereof : And whereas fome of the Provifions of the faid A&s
have been repealed, and others thereof have expired; and it is expedient
wholly to repeal the fame, for the Purpofe of re-enaéting and conferring
upon the new Commiffioners fuch of the Powers, Authorities, and Duties
at prefent vefted in the old Commiffioners, as are fit to be continued in
force: Be it therefore enatted, That all and every A&, conferring any
Duty, Authority, or Power on the Commiffioners conftituted by the faid
firft-recited A&s, thall be and are hereby repealed.

V. And whereas the Longitude hath been afcertained within certain of
the Limits and Conditions fpecified in the faid Ats: And ‘whereas certain
other of the Limits and Couditions ftill fubfifting are confidered-as im-
pratticable, and have never been tried : And whereas it may conduce to
the Advancement of Science, and to the Honour and Interefts of this
Country, that fit and proportionate Rewards thould be provided for Perfons
who fhall afcertain the Longitude within certain new Limits and Con-
ditiotis : And whereas it is expedient that fuch Limits and Conditions
fhould not be immutably fixed by A& of Parliament, but fhould be regu.
lated: on {cientific Principles by the faid Commiflioners for the Difcovery of
the Longitude, and fhould be varied from 'Time to Time according to the
Progrefs of Difcoveries and the Advancement of Science: Be it enalted,
That the faid laft-mentioned Commiffioners thall from Time to Time, as they
may fee proper, propofe, by their Memorial to His Majefty in Council, to
diret and eftablith Three Scales of proportionate Rewards to be paid to
any Perfon or Perfons who fhall, by any Principle not already made public,
afcertain the Longitude within Three correfponding Scales of Limit and Cone
dition, fuch Rewards not exceeding the refpetive Sums of Five thoufand
Pounds, Seventhoufand five hundred Pounds,and Ten thoufand Pounds; and
if HisMajeftyin Council fhall be pleafed tofan&tion and approve fuch Propofal,
then that the fame fhall be publithed in the London Gazette, and that the
faid Commiffioners fhall have full Power and Authority to inquire into
and'examine all Propofals which may be made for finding the Longitude ;
and if -on' reafonable Experiment, to be judged of and certified by the faid
Commiffioners, it fhall be found ‘that the Longitude hath been alcer-
tained ‘within any of the faid "ThreeScales of Limit and Condition, agreeably
tothe faid Order in Council, it fhall be lawful to them to pay or caufe to be
paid " the proportionate Reward affigned to the Scale within which fuch
Difcovery or Experiment fhall have afcertained the Longitude, :

VI. And whereas it is expedient that the faid Commiflioners thould be
enabled to expend certain Sums towards making Experiments of Inftru-
ments, Modes, or Propofals, and for making and publithing Obfervations,
Calculations, and Tables for alcertaining the Longitude; or- towards
improving or correfting fuch as may bave been .already made, or for
other Purpofés ufeful to Navigation ; be: it enatted, That they may- pay
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VIL. And whereas it is expedient that the faid Commiffioners thould be
enabled to caufe to be afcertained, as accurately as may be, the Latitude
and Longitude of Places whereof the exad Situation hath not been already
fufficiently afcertained ; be it enated] That they may expend or caufe to
be expended any Sum not exceeding in the whole One thoufand Pounds
in any one Year for fuch Purpofe.

VIII. And whereas it may happen that Propofals, Inventions, and Tables,
or Corretions and Amendments of former Propofals, Inventions, or
Tables, ingenious in themfelves and ufeful to Science, and which may
deferve Encouragement, though they do not come within the Limits and
Conditions f{pecified for the before-mentioned Rewards, may be made to
the faid Commiflioners; and it is expedient that they-fhould be enabled
to beftow fuch moderate Rewards upon the Perfon or Perfons who may
have made fuch Propofal, Invention, or CorreCtion; be it therefore
enatted, That the faid Commiflioners may pay or caufe to be paid fuch
Sum not exceeding Five hundred Pounds to any one Perfon for any one
Propofal or Invention, or Two thoufand Pounds in one Year, as they
may confider the faid Propofals, Inventions, Tables, or Correftions to
deferve.

IX. And whereas by an A& pafled in the Eighteenth Year of His late
Majefty - King George the Second, intituled An A& for giving a public
Reward to fuch Perfon or Perfons, being His Majefty’s Subject or Subfets, as
JShall difeover a North-wet Paffage through Hudfon’s Streights 2o the
Weftern and Southern Oceans of America, a Sum of Twenty thoufand
Pounds was provided for the Owner or Owners of any Ship or Veflel
which fhould firft find out and fail through fuch Paflage; and the
Perfons holding certain Offices thercin named, for the Time being,
were appointed Commiflioners for the faid Difcovery : And whereas by
an A& pafled in the Sixteenth Year of the Reign of His prefent Majefty,
intituled Zn Aét for giving a public Reward to fuch Perfon or Perfons, being
His Majofty’s Subjeét or Subjecls, as jball difcover a Northern Paflage for
Veffels by Sca between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and alfo unto fuch
as fhall fir/t approach by Sca within One Degree of the Northern Pole; the
Reward in the laft-recited A& was extended to the Commander or Com.
manders, Officers and Scamen, of any of His Majelty’s Ships or Veflels,
and to the Owner or Owumcrs of any private Ship or Veflel which thould
find out and fail through any Pafflage by Sea between the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans, in any Direction or Parallel of the Northern Hemifphere
to the North of the Fifty-fecond Degree of North Latitude ; and further
affigning a Reward of Five thoufand Pounds to the Commander or Com.
manders, Officers and Seamen, of any of His Majefty’s Ships or Veflels,
or the Owner or Owners of any private Ship or Veflel which thould firft
approach within One Degree of the Northern Pole; and appointing the
Commiflioners of the Longitude to be Commiffioners for exccuting this
laft-recited ACt: And whereas many Advantages, both to Commerce and
Science, may be expefted from granting fuch proportionate Rewards as
well to fuch Perfon or Perfons as may accomplith the Objeéts of the
faid Two laft-mentioned A&ts, as to fuch other Perfon or Perfons as may
approach thereto within certain Limits or Conditions: And whereas it is
expedient that the Regulation of fuch Limits and Conditions, and the Deci-
fion, whether and how far fuch' Obje& may have been accomplithed,
fhould be confided to the Commiffioners for the: Dilcovery of the: Longi.
tude at Sea appointed by this A& ; be it therefore enaéted, That the faid
Two laft-recited Acts fhall be and they are hereby repealed. X L

: ‘ ‘ ‘ . And
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X. And be it further enacted, That if any Ship or Ships, Veflel or Perfons firft
Veflels, belonging to any of His Majefty’s Subje&s, or to His Majefty, fhall a'i‘l?mg and
firt find out and fail through any Paffage by Sea, between the Atlantic thror:_]ggh any
and Pasific Oceans, inany Diretion or Paraliel of the Northern Hemi- Paffage be-
fphere, the Owner or Owners of fuch Ship or Ships, Veflel or Veffels, if tween the
belonging to any of His Majefty’s Subjetts, or the Commander or Com- i‘}a‘l?é‘é’c and

- manders, Officers, Seamen, and Marines of fuch 8hips or Veflels, if gceans, it
belonging to His Majefty, {o firft finding out and fuiling through fuch receivea |
Paflage {hall veceive a Reward for fuch Difcovery, of the Som of Twenty Reward of
thoufand Pounds, ' 20,000k

XI. And whereas Ships employed both in the Spitzbérgen Seas and in Perfons firfe
Dawis’s Streights may have Opportunities of approaching the North Pole : approaching
Aad whereas Approaches towards the Northern Pole may tend greatly to ggh‘"b%’%c
the Difcovery of a Communication between the Jilsrtic and Pacific theg&‘%ﬂhm
Oceans, as well as may be attended with many Advantages to Commerce Pole entitled
and Science; be it therefore enaGed, That if any Ship or Ships, Veffel toa Reward
or Veffels, fhall approach within One Degree of the Northern Pale, the ©°f 5000 L
Owner of fuch Ship or Veflel, Ships or Veflels, if belonging to any of His
Majefty’s Subjeéts, or the Commander or Commauders, Officers, Seaten,

and Marines of any Ship or Ships, Veflel or Veffels, if belonging to His
Maijefty, fo firlt approaching within One Degree of the Northern Pote,
fhall be entitled to receive a Reward of Five thoufand Pounds: . V

. XI1I. And for the Encouragement of Perfons who may attempt the faid Commiffivs-
Paffage, or approach to the Nortbern Pole, but not whblly accomplifhthe ers may re-
fame ; be it enatted; That the faid Commiflionérs foi difcoveting the :e:;dtﬁza .
Longitude at Sea rhay, by theit Memorial, propdfe to. His. Majefty in pmfch t},ep
- Council to diret and eftablith proportionate Rewards to be paid t& fuch fame.
Perfon as aforefaid . who fhall firft have accomplithed eertain Proportions

of the faid Paffage or Approach ; dnd if His Majelty in Council fhalt be

pleafed to fanétion and approve the faid Propofal, then that the fime fhall

be publithed in the London Gazetie ; and any Perfon or Perfons accom-

plithing fuch Paflages, or the {pecified Proportions of them, fhall be én-

titled, on the Award of the faid Commiflioners, to receive fuch total or
proportionatée Sums as may have been offered for the Objett which he or

they may have then:accomplifhed.

- ‘X1l And in otder to afcertain who are the firft Difcoverers of the faid Proceedings
Northors Paflage into the Pacific Ocean, and who are the firft Ap- ’“."‘.fce"}
proacliers to within One- Degree of the Nosthern Pole; and to .whom El,?é?,%:,;f,
dither the whole Rewards or the proportionate Rewards by this A& of fuch
refpeGtively given do belong ; be it further enafted, That the Commif: Northern
fioniers for the Difcovery of the Longitude by Sea be authorized and em. Paffages &e.
powered to call for the refpedtive Journal of Journals, Euok or Books,

and Papers, kept on board the refpective Ship or Ships, Veflel or Vefféls,

of the Claimant.or Claimams relpstively ; and alfo to examine upon Oath

all fuch Perfons as they. the faid Commiffioners fhall think proper; with

regard to any Claim or Claims, as well any Perfon or Perfons produced by

the refpeltive Claimant or Claimhrits; or any other Perfen of Perfons who

miy feern capable.of giving any Information; whielh Oath the faid Gon:

o s arel hereby empowered and requiréd to adminifter ; and-the faid
Commniffioners beitig fuily. favisfiel; upon' fich Bxtdniifiation and Proof, that

fueh Norsbern Pafge is effeftuilly difcsvered and faiked throtighy of thut

fach: Approach . within One Degtee of the Nurrders Rolg; or any fpécified:
s 3D S N - Proportion
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Proportion of the faid Paffage or Approach, fhall have been made and
accomplifhed, they are hereby authorized to pay or caufe to be paid the
faid Rewards, or fuch Proportion of them as the Claimant or Claimants
may under this A&, or under fuch Order in Council, be entitled to receive.

XI1V. Provided always, and be it further enagted, That if the faid Rewards,
or either of them, fhall be claimed by and adjudged to the Commander or
Commanders, Officers, Seamen and Marines of any Ship or Ships, Veffel
or Veflels, belonging to His Majefty, the fame fhall be difpofed in favour
of and diftributed among fuch Commander or Commanders, Officers, Sea-
men and Marines, in fuch Proportions as fhall be dire€ted by His Majefty
in Council, and in no other Manner.

XV. And be it further enatted, That the Executors, Adminiftrators, and
Affigns of any Perfon or Perfons to whom any Sum whatfoever fhall be
awarded by the Commiffioners for the Difcovery of the Longitude, fhall
be entitled to receive the fame in the Event of the Death of fuch Perfon or
Perfons.

XVI. And whereas the Publication of the Nautical Almanack, conftruéed
by proper Perfons, under the Directions of the faid Commiffioners for the
Difcovery of the Longitude at Sea, is of great Importance to the Safety
of Ships and Perfons, and highly conducive to the-general Interefts of
Commerce and Navigation ; be it therefore enacted, That it fhall and may
be lawful to and for the faid Commiffioners to caufe fuch Nautical Alma-
nacks, or other ufeful Tables, to be conftrutted, and to print, publith,
and vend, or caufe to be printed, publihed, and vended, any Nautical
Almanack or Almanacks, or other ufeful Table or Tables, which they fhall
from Time to Time judge neceffary and ufeful, in order to facilitate the
Method of difcovering the Longitude at Sea ; any Law, Statute, exclufive
Privilege, private Charter, or other Cuftom, to the contrary thereof not-
withftanding.

XVII. And be it enafted, That no Perfon or Perfons fhall print, publith, or
vend, or caufe to be printed, publifhed or vended, any Nautical Almanack
or Almanacks, or other Table or Tables, conftruted under the Direion
of the faid Commiffioners, without being firft licenfed by the faid Com-
miflioners ; and if any Perfon or Perfons not fo licenfed, or not being
authorized by the Perfon or Perfons fo licenfed by the faid Commif-
fioners, fhall print, publifh, or vend, or caufe to be printed, publithed, or
vended, any fuch Almanack or Almanacks, or other Table or Tables,

-every fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall, for every Copy of fuch Nautical

Almanack or Table fo printed, publithed, or vended, forfeit and pay the
Sum of Twenty Pounds, to be recovered by A&ion of Debt, Bill, Plaint,
or Information in any of His Majefty’s Courts of Record at Weftminfer ;
and that one Moiety of fuch Penalty and Forfeiture fhall be to His Ma-
jefty, His Heirs and Succeflors, and the other Moiety to him or them
that fhall profecute, inform, and fue for the fame.

XVIIL Andbeit further enadted, That the faid Penalty or Forfeiture fhall
be fued, informed, and profecuted for by the Secretary of the faid Commif-
fioners of the Longitude for the Time being, or by fome other Perfon or
Perfons authorized by the faid Commiffioners, and fhall not-be fued,
informed, or profecuted for by any other Perfon or Perfons whomfoever ;.
and that fuch Suits, Profecutions, and Informations fhall not abate by

; T Nt
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reafon of the Death of fuch Profecutors or any of them, but fhall be con-
tinued in the cafe of a fole Plaintiff or Informer dying before Judgment
obtained, in the Name of the Secretary of the faid Commiffioners for the
‘Time being. - A

XIX. And be it further enafed, That no fuch Nautical Almanack or Nautical Al-

Almanacks, {o publithed under the Direétions of the faid Commiffioners, ;’;“g?};gi’:
fhall be fubjeét or liable to any Stamp Duty whatfoever. to Stamp

Duties.
XX. And be it further ena&ed, That there fhall be annually paid to each Sulary to
of the Three laft-named Commiffioners and their Succeflors, to be annually 'é'h"-‘e &f the.
named according to the Provifions of this A&, fuch annual Sumas His o " o
Majefty, by any Order in Council, fhall be pleafed to direét.

XXI. And whereas itis neceffary to continue the Appointment of a Secre- Secretary "
tary to the Board of Commiffioners for difcovering the Longitude: b® 3PPOIntec:
And whereas it is highly expedient to the Intereft of Navigation, and-the
Honour of this Country, that the faid Nautical Almanack thould be accu-
rately computed, compared, and publithed, and that the Method of finding:
the Longitude by Timekeepers fhould alfo be encouraged, and that the
Timekeepers belonging to His Majefty for the Ufe of His Ships .of War
fhould be carefully examined and regulated ; be it further enaited, That
fome Perfon of competent Skill and-Ability fhall be nominated and ap-
pointed by the Lord High Admiral or Commiffioners of the Admiralty.
to-be Secretary to the faid Board of Commiffioners, and for. fuperin-
tending, under the Direions of the Board in general, and the Aftronomer
Royal in particular, thé due and corre@ Publication of the Nautical
Almanack, and for taking care of and regulating fuch Timekeepers.as
may be intrufted to his Care by the Lord High Admiral or Com-
miffioners of the Admiralty. C o S :

XXIIL And be it further enated, That the faid Secretary fhall hold hisfaid Tenure of
Office during the Pleafure of the Lord High Admiral or Commiffioners of bis Office
the Admiralty; and for his Trouble-and Pains therein he fhall receive fuch A
annual Salary as His Majefty, by any Order in. Council, may pleafe .to
Jdiret ; but if it fhall fo happen that 2 Perfon fhall :not be found com-
petent to execute the Three feveral Duties of Secretary to the faid Board,
and of fuperintending the Publication of the Nautical Almanack, and the
Care and Regulation of Timekeepers, it.fhall be lawful to the. faid Com-
miffioners to propofe to His Majefty in Council to divide. the faid Duties,
and affign them to feveral Perfons,. and to apportion.to each Perfon fueh
Part of the Salary eftablifhed for the Performance of the united Duties'as
may feem to them fit and proportionate to the . feveral Duty or Duties to
be performed by fuch Perfon. i

i

 XXIIL. Andbeitfurtherena@ted, That thefaid Salaries to the Three annual Salaries to be
Commiffioners, and. the faid: Secretary or Perfons performing the laft. includedin -

mentioned Duties, fhall be annually placed on the Ordinary Lftimate %E,::;f?; ‘

of the Navy. ' .+ theNavy.

XXIV. And be it fixriherv'éna&edz That n§ Re;:ei'ét‘of ‘any Salé‘r);‘:ofr Not ‘ti‘wrafj‘ -
Reward under this A fhall prevent any Officer entitled to any Military or & Halt —
N?fvlgl Half-pay from receiving fuch:Half-pay in addition to'any fuchSalary P*¥* -

or Reward, .. ..~ .. A

XXV And
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XXV. And be it further enacted, That the Commiilioners far dilcover.
ing the Longitude at Sea fhall, at the Beginning of every Year, make an
Eftimate of the Sum or Sums which they 4hall deem to be neceffay for
executing the Purpofes of this A& in fuch Year, which Eftimate hall be
tranfinitted to the Secretary of the Admiralty, and,on being approved or
amended by the Lord High Admiral or Commiffieners of the Admirlty,
fhall be placed on the Ordinary Eftimate of the Navy.

XXVIL And be it further enacted, That any Sum or Sums of Money to
be paid under the Authority of this A€t fhall be paid, upen Certificates
under the Hands and Seals of the Commifioners for the Difcovery of
the Lengitude at Sea, to the Commiflioners of the Navy for the Time
being ; and the Commiflioners of the Nawy fhall forthwith make oat
a Bill or Bills for the Sum or Sums contained in fuch Certificate
or Certificates, payable by the Treafurer of the Navy, and fuch Sum or
Sums of Money the faid Treafurer of the Navy is hereby required to pay
immediately to the Perfon or Perfons mentioned in the faid Certificate or
Certificates, out of any Money which fhall be in his Hands unapplied for
the Ufe of the Navy: Provided always, that all fuch Sums of Money as
thall exceed the 8um of Five thouland Pounds fhall be certified under the
Hands and Seals of Two-thirds at leaft of the faid Commiffioners, and 4l
fuch Sumis as fhall exceed the Sum of One thoufand Pounds fhall be
certified under ‘the Hands .and Seals' of - the major Part of them, and' that
all fuch Sums as fhall not exceed One thoufand Pounds fhall be certified
under the Hands and Seals of any Five or mare of them ; fuch Certificates
being in every Cale whatfpever figned by One at lealt of the follow‘ing
Commiffioners ; that is to  fay, the Lord High Treafurer of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or the Firft Commiffioner of the
Treafury, the Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, or Firft Commiffioner of the Admiralty, the Secretaries of the
Treafury, and the Secretaries of the A({rglralty.

XXVIL And be it further enacted, That in any ether refpects whereany
Power or Authority is vefted in the Commiflioners under this A&, the fame
maybe exerciled byany Five or more Commiflioners at theBoard affembled,
in as fulland ample a Manner as if the whole Commiffioners were'then and
there prefent; provided always, that at every fuch Board one of the fol
lowing Commiffioners at the leaft fhall be prefent ; that is to fay, the Firft or
one other of the Commiflieners, or One of the Secretaries of the Admiralty ;
and that alfo. Three other of the following Commiffioners at the leaft
fhall be prelent, that is ta fay, the: Prefident of the Royal Society, the
Aftronomer Royal, the Profeffors and Obferver at the Two Univerfitiés,
end the Three Commiffioners annually eleéted and recsiving Salarfes as
aforefaid. e : P

XXVII. And be it further enacted, That there fhall be held at leaft Four
ftated Meetings of the faid Commiffioners within every Year, tobe heM on
fuch Days.as His Majefty by any Qrder in. Council may. appoiat; and fuch
other Meetings as from Time to Time may be neceflary ;- of all which
Meetings due Notice thall be given to the faid Commiffioners refpectively,
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