MINUTES

OF THE N

Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connection with
the Church of Scotland, begun at Kingston, the 14th
day of September, and comcluded the 20th
day of September, 1836 years.

SESSION VI.

DIET 1.

Kingston, St. Andrew’s Church, 14th September, 1836.

After sermon by the Rev. John Cruickshank, Minister of Bytown,
Moderator for the preceding year, from John, chap. eighteenth, verse
thirty-eight, * Pilate saith unto him, “ What is truth 2’—the Syned of
the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connection with the Chureh of
Scotland, met in St. Andrew’s Church and was constituted with prayer.

The Presbyteries having given in attested rolis of their members to
the Clerk the Synod Roll was made up, and read as follows :—*

1. PRESEYTERY OF QUEEBEC.
Ministers. Elders. Congregations.
James Somerville,
Henry Esson,
Alexander Mathieson .." James Fleming Montreal, St. Andiew’s.
John Clugston. ......., C. Campbell Quebec, St. John’s,
Dancan Moady.....
David Brown. . . ‘ Valcartier.
William Mair vesiienvenn oo Grenville and Chatham.
Edward Black . .......] John Redpath........... Montreal, St. Paul’s,
Walter Roach......... R g o R acih e ke s pasit DLl Eeauharnois.
John Taylor ... Lachine.
W. M. Walker . ko bainairbans s Huntingdon.
« oo . Ormstown,
Quebec, St. Andrew’s.
. Beechridge.
2, PRESBYTERY oF BATHURST.
John Cruickshank Thomas McKay. .. Bytown,
Thomas C. Wilson. Malcolm MecPherson. . ..Perth,
Wiiliam McAlister .....Robert Afleck .. Lanark,
John Smith ........ . Beckwi'h,
John Fairbairn. William McEwen Ramsay.
George Romanes....... Alexander Clark ......Smith’s Falls.
William Bell James Bryce....... « op POFIh.
... Brockville.
3. PrEsBYTERY oF KINGsTON.
John Machar ..........John Mowat........... .Kingston.
James Keichan.......,.Dr. Marshall... ...... .Belleville,

Montreal, St. Gabriel-st.

* The Presbytery of Hamilton was digjoined from the Presbytery of To-
ronto, on the Second day of this Session.
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Ministers. Elders. Congregations,
Thomas Alexandei - ccoosecsvesscssscsocce ++++.Cobourg, L
John M. Roger........cc.0000000sp000asssrsocsns Peterboro’.
Archibald Colquhoun «...cvvivviiiiiiiaiivnanes Otonabee.
4, PressyTERY OF ToRronToO,
Peter McNaughton ceeeecevecvencsrancsscnnnans Vaughan,
Poter Ferguson.ceeeceoccocssssncsssasinssssose Esquesing.
Henry Gordon coevceeverieisiocissnnensscons :’\ewmalket and King.
Andrew Bell .... .......Edward W. Thomson...Toronto Tow nship.
Dancan MeMIIRN. oo coscssvsehsnbssnsssosssses (‘Talﬂlon_
James George...... P N .\..carbon_)',
William Rintoul........ Adam Ellot cosvevvises Streetsville,
William McKillican «.... SOV baia AN AR e wATh West Gwillimbury.
William T, LoaeB sv covvnsinsns e e City of Toronto.
RObEIE MUTIRY.s.c.000 o8 as080 00 rmonnossiarsnssrsesdORRVIIING
5. PREsBYTERY oF GLENGARY.
John McKenzie.....o... .. John McGillivray..... ....Williamstown.
Hugh Uiqubart ............ Archibald McLean........Cornwall.
Alexander McNaugihton. Murdoch McPherson...... Lancaster.
John Meclsaac........c.uuut Peter Mclntyre.............Lochiel.
= eeses ———— ......Martintown,

6. PKESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.

RIORROUEE OB, oc00ivivesssocstirssismursrassviststrsaonis Aldbornugh.

Robert MeGill....... ..... William Clrk.....ccn0050 Niagara.

AIRITRR IRY . soiioriinee irsssibanamrsinienissisib ivioril Ambherstburgh.

CRTISI LN 4 c)uiassassids sissorsorvas chnnoaodarnin ..ves Guelph.

L e L et ke . R e S | Dundas and Ancastet.
Alexander Gale ........... Peter H. Hamilton......... Hamilton.

Donald McKenzie.......cc...coonuevornneresavs v, .. ZOITa,
A e DT e Galt.

Angus Mclntosn . ............... AT SN bR Thorold.

The Roll having been called the following members answered to their
names and took their seats in Synod, viz. :=—

Messrs. Alex. Mathieson, David Brown, John Cook, John Machar,
James Ketchan, Thomas Alexauder, John M. Roger, John Cruickshank,
Thomas C. Wilson, John Fairbairn, George Romanes, William Bell,
Peter C. Campbell, Robert McGill, George Cheyne, Alex. Gale, Peter
Ferguson, Henry Gordon, Andrew Bell, William Rintoul, Angus Mcln-
tosh, Hugh Urquhart, Alex. MecNaughton and John Mclsaac, Ministers ;
and Messrs. Thomas Blackwood, James Fleming, Malcolm McPherson,
and John Mowat, Ruling Elders.

The Synod proceeded to the election of a Moderator for the ensuing
year, when the Rev. William Rintoul, Minister of Streetsville, was una-
nimously chosen to that office, and at the Synod’s desire took the Chair.

The Rev. Robert McGill tendered the resignation of his office as Sy-
nod Clerk, which was accepted, and the thanks of the Synod were given

tomMr. McGill for the services rendered by him to the Synod in that
office.
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It was moved by Mr. Robert McGill, seconded by Mr. Thomas Alex-
ander, that the Rev. Alexander Gale, Minister of Hamilton, be appoint-
ed Synod Clerk.

This motion was unanimously agreed to, and Mr. Gale made the de-
claration de fideli, and entered on his office.

The minutes of last session of Synod were read and approved of.
The minutes of Commission were read and approved of.

The following members were appointed a Committee for Bills and
Overtures, viz., Messrs. John Cruickshank, William Bell, John Machar,
Thomas Alexander, Alex. Mathieson, John Cook, Hugh Urquhart, Alex.
McNaughton, Robert McGill, and Peter Ferguson, Ministers,and Messrs.
James Fleming, Malcolm McPherson, and John Mowat, Ruling Elders.

The following members were appointed a Committee to examine the
Records of Synod, viz., Messrs. Alexander Mathieson, Convener ; Thos.
Alexander, Peter C. Campbell, David Brown and Henry Gordon, Min-
isters, and Malcolm McPherson, Ruling Elder.

The following members were appointed a Committee to examine the
Records of the Commission, viz., Messrs. Andrew Bell, Convener ;
James Ketchan, Alex. McNaughton and John Fairbairn, Ministers, and
Messis. James Fleming and John Mowat, Ruling Elders.

The following members were appointed a Committee to examine the
Records of the Presbytery of Quebec, viz., Messrs. Thomas Alexander,
Convener, and Andiew Bell, Ministers, and Mr. Malcolm McPherson,
Ruling Elder.

The following members were appointed a Committee to examine the
Records of the Presbytery of Bathurst, viz., Mr. James Ketchan, Con-
vener ; Mr. George Cheyne and Mr. Peter Ferguson, Ministers.

The following members were appointed a Committee to examine the
Records of the Presbytery of Kingston, viz., Messrs. David Brown,
Convener, John Fairbairn, and Alex. McNaughton, Ministers,

The following members were appointed a Committee to examine the
Records of the Presbytery of Toronto, viz., Messrs. Alex. Mathieson,
and John Machar, Ministers, and Mr. James Fleming, Ruling Elder,

The following members were appointed a Commitee to examine the
Records of the Presbytery of Glengary, viz., Messrs. John Cook, Con-
vener, Thomas C. Wilson and Mr. Angus McIntosh, Ministers.

It was ordered that Presbytery Clerks give in their Records to the
Conveners of the respective Cominittees of Revision.




100 Minvres or Synop, KiNesToN, SepreMeer 15, 1836,

It was ordered that the reports of the Committees for examination of
Records be given in on Friday morning, and that the consideration of
said reports be the first business of that day.

The Committee on the Records of the Commission was instructed to
report specially as to the disposal of the documents connected with the
case of St. Andrew’s Church, Perth,

M. John Cook was appointed to preach in St. Andrew’s Church here,
in the forenoon of Sabbath first ;—Mr. Peter Ferguson in the afternoon -
—and Mr. Peter C. Campbell in the evening.

Mr. William Bell and Mr. Themas Alexander were appointed to
preach to the prisoners in the Penitentiary in the forenoon and afternoon
respectively.

The Synod resolved to commence its sittings at Ten o’clock, A. M.,
and to adjourn at Four o’clock, P. M., and to continne the practice of last
year of devoting an hour every morning to the reading of the Scriptures
and prayer.

The following members were appointed a Committee to consider the
| -
Financial concerns ofthe Synod, viz., Messrs. George Romanes, Convener,
Alexander Mathieson, John Machar and Andrew Bell, Mmnisters and
b b ’
Messrs. John Mowat, James Fleming and Thomas Blackwood Rulin
) -] b g
Elders,

It was ordered that the Report of the Finance Committee be given in
and considered on Friday next afier the Reports on Records.

Leave was granted to the several Presbyteries to meet for any com-
petent business during the session of Synod.

The Synod adjourned until Ten o’clock to-morrow morning, and was
closed with prayer.
(Signed) ALEX. GALE, Synod Clerk.

e e T gy

DIET II.
St. Andrew’s Church, Kingston, 15th September, 1836,

The Synod met this day, pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted
with prayer.

M. John M. Roger, on the call of the Moderator, read the Scriptures and
prayed.

Mr. Henry Essen,.of Montreal, appeared and took his seat.

The Minutes of last Diet were read,
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The Synod called for the Report of the Committee on Calls and Con-
stitution of Churches. Mr. Henry Gordon, in the abse™2e of the Con
vener, reported that the Committee had made some progress in the
business committed to them, requested that a new Convener be
appointed, and that the Committee have leave to sit again, The
Syrod appointed Mr. Henry Gordon, Convener of the Committee on Calls

and Constitution of Churches, and ordered that the Report be given
in on Saturday morning next.

The Synod called for the Reports of the Committee on the legal recog-

nition of Churches, on the establishment of a Widows’ Fund, and on
Synodical Correspoudence.

M. Alex. Mathieson, the Convener, stated th

at the Committee had
not made such progress as 1o enable

them to offer a formal Report on
the several important subjects committed to them, but that they had

given considerable attention to these subjects, and had made some pro-
gress in them. The Synod received this Report.

The Synod called for the Report of their Committee for Bills and
Overtures which was given in and read, and the Synod resolved to take

up the matters transmitted by said Committee in the order recommend-
ed therein,

The Synod' in conformity to a recommendation offered by their
Committee for Bills and Overtures, appointed the following members a
Committee to prepare a draft of a letter to the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, viz., Messts. Hugh Urquhart, Convengr; John Cook,
Robert McGill, and Henry Gordon, Ministers, and M. Thomas Black-

wood, Ruling Elder; and ordered their Report to be given in on Monday
next,

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and
Overtures, a letter from the stated Clerk of the General Synod of the
Reformed Dutch Church in the United States, communicating the fol-

lowing resolutions passed by that Synod at their recent 8ession in the
city of Albany,

“ Resolved, That an overture be made by this Body to the Synod of
the Charch of Scotland in Upper Canadu, to maintain a correspondence
with that Rev. Body, upon the same terms with the corresgondence

maintained by this Synod with the General Assembly of the asorg
rian Church, and the German Reformed Churches. " .

“ Resolved, That the stated Clerk of this Synod be, and is
rected to furnish the Synod of the Church of Scotland in Upper Canada
ith an official copy of the aforesaid overture of correspondence between'
id churches, together with a copy of the printed minutes of said Genp-

hereby di-

R e e ————— —— e
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eral Synod for the years Eighteen hundred and Twenty-two and
Eighteen hundred and Thjrly-ﬁbve.”

The Synod had read the terms of correspondence between the Refor-
med Dutch Church and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
of the United States, as recorded in the printed minutes of Eighteen
Hundred and Twenty-two, and, having considered the same, appointed
the following members a Committee to prepare an affectionate and re-
spectful letter, in reply to this overture, and to take into consideration
the practicability and expediency of entering into the proposed corres-
pondence, viz., Messrs. John Machar, Convener; Alex. McNaughton,
William Bell and Peter C. Campbell, Ministers, and Mr. John Mowat,

Ruling Elder,

It was ordered that a draftof said letter be givenin on Monday next,
and the result of the Committee’s enquiries and deliberations, respecting
the proposed correspondence be reported at next session of Synod.

'

The Synod hal tiausizitted to them, by their Committee of Bills
and Overtures, from the Presbyteries of Bathurst and Toronto, calling
the attention of the Synod to the duty of making provision for the edu-
cation of young men for the ministry within its own bounds ; as also a
memorial from the Rev. Peter Ferguson, of Esquesing, requesting ad-
vice for the guidance of two young men connected with his congregation,
who have commenced, and desire to continue their studies for the min-
stry.

It was moved that these documents be referred to a select committee,
with instructions to mature a scheme for the foundation of a Collegiate
Institution for theological education, and to deliberate as to the best
meaus of bringing the same into operation in consistency with the pre-
sent relations of the Synod, as also as to the proper course to be recom-
mended to the individuals referred to in Mr. Ferguson’s memorial.

The Synod after long reasoning, adopted this motion unanimously,
and appointed the following members a committee for the purposes spe-
cified therein, viz., the Moderator, Messrs. Robert McGill, James
Ketchan, Thomas C. Wilson, Alexander Mathieson, George Cheyne,
Alexander Gale, John Fairbairn, John Mclsaac, and John Cook, Minis-
ters, and Mr. Thomas Blackwood and Mr. John Mowat, Ruling Elders.
It was ordered that the Report of this Commitiee be given in on Monday
next, and that the consideration thereof be the first business for that
day.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and

Overtures, an overture from the Presbytery of Toronto, respecting the

NN A AAAAAAAAAAAAAAANAANANS S

formatio
bour-'s,

whole of
ing. The
iure is f
the same
specified
Presbyte
first Mon
all comp
thus erec
Town of

The S;
Overture:
Buckingl
and pray
nances o

The S
recomme
tion.

On the
bytery L
ordinance
and give
letter to t

The Sy

olosed wi

The Sy
with pray

On the
and praye

The Mi

On the
Moderator
Overture




wo and

» Refor-
Church
ighteen
pointed
and re-
leration
corres-
ughton,
Mowat,

y next,
pecting
d.

of Bills
calling
e edu-
also a
ng ad-
gation,
2 min-

nittee,
egiate
e best
e pre-
ecom-
l.

ously, |
s spe- |
James
leyne, |
Minis- |
Olders.
onday
r that

Is and
ng the

m .
':.‘\,"i‘ia;p, =5

&
S

k]

TP

S DA S s -

MmvuTes oF SyNop, KinesToN, SEprEMBER 16, 1836. 103

formation of a new Presbytery, which shall comprehend within its
bour's, the Niagara, London and Western Districts, together with the
whole of the Gore District except the townships of Trafalgar and Esques-
ing. The Synod having considered the circumstances on which this Over-
wre is founded, and heard the parties interested  therein, approved of
the same, and ordered and enjoined the Ministers within the bounds
specified, together with an Elder from each Congregation, to meet in
Presbytery at Hamilton, and within St. Andrew’s Church there, on the
first Monday of October next, at Eleven, A. M., for the transaction of
all competent business. The Synod further ordered, that the Presbytery

thus erected, be styled the Presbytery of Hamilton, and declared the
Town of Hamilton the Presbytery seat.

The Synod had transmitted to them by their Committee for Bills and
Overtures, a Petition from the Presbyterian inhabitants of Lochaber,
Buckingham and Cumberland, setting forth their religious distinction,
and praying ‘e Synod’s aid in establishing the ministration of the ordi-
nances of the Gospel amongst them.

The Synod remitted said Petition to the Presbytery of Glengary ; and

recommended the prayer thereof to theirearly and favourable considera-
tion.

On the motion of Mr. Urquhart, it was ordered that the several Pres-
bytery Clerks prepare lists of the places which are destitute of the
ordinances of religion within the bounds of their respective Presbyteries,
and give in the same to the convener of the Committee for drafting a
letter to the General Assembly this afternoon.

The Synod adjourned till to-morrow at Ten o’clock, A, M., and was
olosed with prayer.

DIET III.

St. Andrew’s Church, Kingston, 16th September, 1836.
The Synod met, this day pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted
with prayer.

On the call of the Moderator, Mr. Angus McIntosh read the S

criptures
and prayed.

The Minutes of last Diet were read.

On the motion of Mr. Alexander MecNaughton, it was ordered that the
Moderator and Mr. John M. Roger be added to the C

ommittee on the
Overture of the Reformed Dutch Church.
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The 8ynod called for the Reports of Committees appointed to examine
Presbytery Records.

The Convener of the Committee appointed to examine the Records of
the Presbytery of Quebec, reported that the Committee had not been yet
able to complete the revision of said Records, and craved further time
for doing so, which was granted.

The Convener of the Committee appointed to examine the Records
of the Presbytery of Bathurst, reported that the Committee had revised
said Records, and found them correctly kept, and the proceedings of the
Presbytery regular. The Synod sustained this Report, and ordered the
Clerk to attest the Records of the Presbytery of Bathurst in terms
thereof,

The Convener of the Committee appointed to examine the Records
of the Presbytery of Kingston, reported that the Committee had revised
said Records, and found nothing censurable therein. The Synod sus-
tained this Report, and ordered the Clerk to attest the Records of the
Presbytery of Kingston in terms thereof.

The Convener of the Committee appointed to examine the Records
of the Presbytery of Toronto, reported that the Committee had not
completed the revision of said Records, and craved further time for
doing so, which was granted.

The Convener of the Committee appointed to examine the Records of
the Presbytery of Glengary, reported that the Committee had received
a Minute of the Presybtery of Glengary of the following tenor ;=

¢ At Kingston, September Fifteenth, One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-six, the resbytery of Glengary met by permission of Synod,
and being constituted, resolved, that the Committee appointed by the
Synod for examining the Records of this Presbytery, be informed, that
owing to the death of their late Clerk, Mr. Connel, their Records have
been locked up and sealed with his other effects, and that in consequence
they are not prepared to submit them to the scrutiny of Synod.

(Signed) ALEX. McNAUGHTON, Clerk, pro tem.”
The Synod sustained this Report.

The Convener of the Committee appointed to revisethe Synod Records,
gave in a Report, which was read, and ordered to be laid on the table.

The Convener of the Committee appointed to examine the Records of
1 v PP e % . 1 ]
the Commission, gave in a report, which was read, and ordered to be
laid on the table.

The Synod called for the report of the Committee appointed to arrange
the financial concerns of the Synod.
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The Convener of said Committee stated that the Committee had made
considerable progress in the business entrusted to them, and asked leave
to sit.again, which was granted.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and
Overtures, a Petition from the Rev. Robert McGill, Minister of Niagara,
complaining of the institution and endowment of a Rectory in the Town-
ship of Niagara, according to the establishment of the Church of England,
whereby the temporal interests of his Church, and his own status as a
Minister of the Charch of Scotland, are injuriously affected,and praying
the Synod to take the circumstances of the case into consideration.

The Petition was read, and Mr. McGill was heard in support thereof.

Whereupon the Synod appointed the following members a Special
Committee to investigate the grievances complained of by Mr. McGill,
and any other grievances of the same nature affecting the interests of this
Church, viz., the Moderator and Clerk of Synod, Messrs. Henry Esson,
John Cook, John M. Roger, John Machar, Alex. McNaughton, and Peter
C. Campbell, Ministers, and Jokn Mowat, Esq., Ruling Elder.

The Synod ordered that the Report of this Committee be given in and
considered this evening.

The 8ynod adjourned till Six o’clock this evening, and was closed
with prayer.

The Synod resumed accordingly, pursuant to adjournment, and was
constituted with prayer.

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed to inves-

tigate the grievances complained of in the Petition of the Rev, Robert
McGill.

The Convener of said Committee reported that the Committee had
prepared aseries of resolutions, embracing the result of their enquiries and
deliberation, respecting the subject referred to them, which having bren
read and considered, the Synod approved of the same as to the substance

thereof, and ordered that they be recommitted to the Committee for
revision,

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed to
examine the Records of the Presbytery of Quebec, which was given in
by the Convener and read, the tenor whereof follows :——

“ The Committee appointed 1o examine the Records of the Presbytery
of Quebec, report that these Records appear to have been correctly kept,
with the exception of the Minutes not being signed by either Moderator
or Clerk.




106 MinorEs oF SywNop, KinestoN, SkpTEMEER 16, 1836,
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Fast-day appointed by the Synod at its last Session,
(Signed) THOMAS ALEXANDER, Convener.’ ?

“' “ The Committee also found that the Presbytery did not observe the
?

The Synod having heard this Report, it was moved and resolved that

| by the Moderator or Clerk.

1 The Presbytery of Quebec appeared at the bar and gave

satisfactory
reasons for the omission in question, and the Synod enjoined the Clerk

| of that Presbytery to sign the Records forthwith.
" The Synod had read a Minute of said Presbytery re

specting the
| Synodical fast, where in it is recorde

l, as the opinion of said Presby-
tery, “That the observance of the fast appointed by 1l
inéxpedient in the state of the Church in the Lower Province.” And
the Synod enquired upon what grounds the Presbytery of Quebec had
recorded and acted on that opinion,

1e Synod is

Several members of the Presbytery of ueb

ec were heard in reply
to the Synod’s enquiry,

threupon it was moved by Mr. Robert McGi
Mr. Henry Gordon, that the Synod sustain the exp
the Presbytery of Quebec as satisfactory,
to be expunged, and the
| the Minute objected to,
his notis,

ll; and seconded by
lanations offered by
order the wor( “ inexpedient”
word ¢ community” substituted for Church. in
and direct the Clerk to altest the Records cum

In amendment of this motion, it was moved by Mr. John Faitbairn,
and seconded by Mr. Andrew Bell, that the Synod order the Clerk to
| attest the Records of the Presb_','tery of Qaebee, and record t

that the state of the Church in the |

it inexpedient to obse
appointed at the Jast Se

heir regret
ower Piovince is such as to render
ve a day of fasting, humiliation angd prayer,
ssion of Synod,
The question was put, “motion*” or “ amen Iment,* and the rol] being
va | + . " T S o ~ ~
called and the votes marked, Nine voted for the motion and Twelve for
the amendment, whereupon the amendment was declared to be carried,

and the Clerk was nstructed accordingly.

Against this decision M

to be given i

r. Henry Esson entereq his di
oy in due time,

issent, for reasons
The Synod took up the

the Records of Synod. The tenor whereof follows :—

Report of the ¢ iee annnintad +a sces
faeport ot the Committes appomted to revise

¢« . it viaa ¢) P
The Commitiee appointed 1o revise the Records of Synod, report,—
€ Thot ¢ Recorde nf Q. g 2 gL " :
That the Records of Synod have not been laid before them in con-
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i the Presbytery of Quebec be called to the bar of the Synod, to explain
[ why their Records, since Jast Session of Synod, have been left unsigned
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sequence of the long-continued illness and subsequent death of Mr.
Archibald Connel, to whom the engrossing of them had been entrusted.

placed in their hands, which does not contain copies of Documents
ordered to be engrossed, and some erasares made, but not acknowledged
by the Clerk. These defects the Commiitee aseribe to thé circumstances
of the book which they examined being merely a scroll and not the per-
manent record.

Presbyteries with respect to the business assigned them by the Synod
and also to enable the Committees appointed 1o examine the Records of
Presbyteries, to ascertain whether Presbyteries have
injunctions of Synod, some plan be
fully and speedily than hitherto 10 the Clerks of Presbyteries the injunc-
tionsof Synod. The most eligible of these plans se
to be—That the Synod ordain that the Minutes
with an index annexed, in which th
and Committees be entered with reference to the
duties enjoined them are recorded: and th
Minutes be forwarded to members of Synod
possible delay. And in order to secure
in the Minutes before being printed, it
ought to enjoin members to give the close
are read over in Synod, and then obt
deem necessary.

which it contains, and instructed the Clerk to adopt the sa:
to the printing and forwarding of the Minutes, '

the Records of Commission ; the tenor whereof follows :—

sion, report that they have examined the
the Correspondence connected with the i
have attended with commendable dilige

to have been correctly kept.

Andrew’s Church, Perth, the Committee
an opinion of their own upon it, would reco
and the papers connected therewith
after the whole papers connected with the
in retentis,

ence, if any, between the Presbytery
in reference to Mr. Peter Ferguson’s
ance,

—
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¢ That the Committee have carefully revised the seroll of the Minutes

“The Committee beg leave 10 suggest that, for the information of )

)

complied with
adopted for communicatine more
ems tothe Committee
be more fully printed,
e names of the several Presbyteries
pages in which the
at copies of the printed
by the Clerk with the least
as great aceuracy as possidble
18 suggested that the Svnod
st altention when the Minutes
ain sach explanations as they may

(Signed) ALEX. MATHIESO N, Convencr.”

The Synod having heard this Report, approved of the sircestions

ne in regard

The Synod took up the Report of the Committee appointed to examine

“The Committee appointed to examine the Records of the Commis-

Minntes of Commission and
m, and find that the Commission
nce to the duties assigned them. ‘
“ The Minutes, of which only a smal|

1
-
ar

hne y " ( o
part has betn engrossed, appear ||

“ With regard to the decision of the Commission in the case of St.
s Without venturing to express I
mmend that the decision
be read in Synod, and that there-
e case be sealed up and kept

Synod to call for the correspond- '
of Toronto and the Government
receiving the Government allow-

“The Committee recommend to the

‘““The Committee would further recommend the Correspondence in

e case of the application of the Congregation of Galt, for the amount

e ——
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of salary accruing during the vacancy, to the serions consideration of
Synod, 1z order that some setiled priuciple may be established for the
regulation of such cases in future.

“In respect to the application from Lochiel for a share in the Govern-
ment allowance, and the peculiarly strong claims possessed by that
Congregation, the Committee recommend the Synod to give a favorable
decision therein, and instruct the Clerk to transmit an extract of such
decision to the Government office. The Committee also recommended
to the Synod’s favouiable consideration, the application from Brockville
for a share in the Governweut allowance, and any other tuture applica-
tion in the same behalf,

“The Committee find reason to approve of the late Moderator’s
conduct in refusing certain extracts relative 1o the case of St. Andrew’s
Chureh, Perth, requested by Dr, Wilson, and recommend the Synod to
instruct the Clerk to write to Dr. Wilson to this effect, and inform him
that his application cannet be ccmplied with,

“1In reference to the Correspondence on the plan adopted by Govern-
ment for the future division of the Government allowance, the Committee
refrain from offering any opinion, and would simply call the autention
of the Synod to the subject as one of great importance.

(Signed) ANDREW BELL, Convener.”

The Synod having heard this Report, approved of the diligence of
the Committee, and ordered that the whole papers relative to St,
Andrew’s Church, Perth, be forthwith sealed up and kept in retentis,

The Synod had read the Correspondence respecting the application of
the Congregation of Galt for the Government allowance during the
vacancey, and approved of the conduct of the Moderator in advising His
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor to refuse said application, and
declared that although the Government allowance is to be considered
as a donation to the particular Church enjoying it, and not to the Minis-
ter who may be its present pastor, and therefore not to be withdrawn in
case of vacancy, yet that in every case of vacancy the Moderator of the
Presbytery is hereby authorized to apply for the semi-annual allowance
accruing to the vacant congregation, and in the event of obtaining the
concurrence of Government, to pay such sums as may be thus received
into the hands of the Treasurer of the Mission Fund of his Presbytery
for the support of missions within its bounds, it being understood that
Presbyteries shall have due regard to the circumsiances of such Con-
gregations, and employ their missionaries among them in addition to
the ordinary supplies,

‘the Synod adiourned

11 " et abif 1
; tiil to-morrow at Ten o’clock, A. M., and was
closed with prayer,
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St. Andrew’s Church, Kingston, 17th September, 1836.
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The Synod met this day, pursuant to adjournmert, and was constitu-

ted with prayer.

On the call of the Moderator, M:. Henry Gordon read the Scriptures
and prayed.

M:r. Alexander Mathieson, Mr. David Brown and Mr. Henry Gordon,
gave in their adherence to Mr. Henry Esson’s dissent from the decision
of Synod respecting the Records of the Piesbytery of Quebec.

Mr. Henry Esson gave in his reasons for dissent, which were read
and ordered to be withdrawn.

Mr. Thomas C. Wilson prayed the Synod to reconsider their deliver-
ence of yesterday, ordering the whole papers connected with the case
of St. Andrew’s Chuich, Perth, to be sealed up, in so far as to permit the
documents immediately connected with the final decision of that case
by the Commission to be read in Synod.

The Synod agreed to reconsider the matter, but ordered that it be first
submitted 1o the Committee for Bills and Overtures.

The Synod resumed the consideration of the recommendations reported
by the Committee on the Records of Commission.

Whereupon it was moved that the several applications, referred te in
said Report, for participation in Government allowance, be referred to a
Special Committee, that the circumstances connected therewith be more
fully ascertained.

The Synod agreed to this motion, and appointed the following mem-
bers a Committee in terms thereof, viz. :—Messrs. John Cruickshank,
William Bell, Hugh Urquhart, Henry Gordon, Alexander Mathieson,
John Machar, and Peter C. Campbell, Ministers, and Mr. John Mowat,
Ruling Elder.

The Synod had transmitted to them by their Committee of Bills and
Overtures, a letter from the Secretary 10 the Lieutenant Governor of the
Province which was read and referred to the Committee on applications
for Government allowance.

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee on Calls and
Constitation of Churches.

The Convener stated that the Committee had made some progress in
the matters entrusted to them, requested that Presbyteries be enjoined
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to give in their answers to the printed queries addressed to them by the 3 “ B

Committee, and asked leave 1o sit again. \ ; s b

: ’ ; ) | . riously

The Committee had leave to sit again, and it was ordered .tha'. Pres- ‘ Poaguses, §

byteries give in their answers to queries on Calls and Constitutions of ‘ « Fi
Churches to the Convener forthwith.

1 .- rialize
3 th ho
The Synod had a recess until Two o’clock, P. M. : bo

rials be
+s the Synod resumed business.

: “ Siz
lf A the Ses

The Synod called for the revised Report of the Committee appointed 5 to use t

o inquire into the grievances complained of in the Petition of the Rev. | B8 with al

Robert McGill, which was given in and read; t

follows :~-

At Two o’clock, P. M

ite tenor whereof

The
“The Committee, appointed by the Synod 1o consider the grievances

y | same, i
complained of in the Petition of the Rev. Robert McGill, and al] similar ;
grievances affecting the interests of

: : be read
this Church, report, that they have 3 be take
agreed to recommend the Synod to adopt the following resolutions :— W R

' ! ‘ | put by 1
gregations, and the || | <moesly
Church of Scotland, in | .
e of the Treaty of Union the thir
t thirty-first, George Third, bl :
itutional Charter, ¢ 5 communication of ] ot The |
eges, and advantages, equally with the Church of England,
aim has been iy ways advocated with the Govern-
"‘ ment, and so f; ler any infringement of it, during its
“ pendency, an actya] Injustice,
|
I

“ First,—That ever since the formation of Con
settlement of Ministers, in connection with the
these Provincvs, they have claimed, both in virty
| between England an( Scotland, and the Ae
[ commonly called the Const
|| rights, privil

and this ¢]

varions

tition to

ar admitted as to renc

The §
Overtur:
Elder, 1

“ Second,—That sueh a violation of this claim has beep made by the

{ recent act of the Lieutenant Governor, nstituting Rectories accordmg N Montrea
| tothe establishment of the Church of Ergland, entitling Rr‘ctors, ‘tlo , LN {  which 1
| hold and enjoy all rights, prolits and emoluments, as fully and amply, | vy rds of t
| and in the same manner and on the same terms and conditions, and | ‘i 1
| liable to the performance of the same duties, as the incum bents of Rec- '
|| tories in Eugland, inasmuch as the said Act gives the established
Il Rectors ap ecclesiastical jurisdiction which this Church
recognize, and manifestly has the effue
members of this Chuich in

l
l
I
p

ments,
expediel

can never said Par

t of placing the Ministers and

the same relation to the Episcopal body as | ¥ ‘ A cop

: N land ans ¢ v } ahlis . nt { 5o

1ssenters in England are in 1o the Church established there, exceptin | itted

80 far as limited by Provinejal statutes, I 5 R,

Ii i | Society

“ T/urd,—Th;;t the said Synod fee] the more deeply aggrieved by this | 8

measure, as it is i

|

‘ _ ‘ (o | and sect
. 1ot only a violation of their ]oug-preferred, and yet ||
undetermine claim, by i

) ) immedia
! : ) because of thejr firm conviction that an excly- ect
8ive establishment in these Provinces js impracticable and unjust, and —
because by Royal Mmessage in Eighteen

R Hundred and Thirty Two, the It was

whole Provisions of the Charter referring to the Clergy Reserves havin v e
een committed to the Provincial Legislature for revision, to proceed to | " MeGill,

establish an exclusive an( dominant'(,'hurch, is in thes

a flagrant breach of fai

e circumstances - | of Mr. Js
_ th on the part of the Government to the Ministers ’
of this Church.

an injunc
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“ Fourth,—That the Synod declare their deep sense of the wrong
thus inflicted on them, do now solemnly protest against an act so inju-
riously affecting their just rights, and hereby avow their determination
to seek redress by all legal and constitutional means.

“ Fifth,—That in terms of the foregoing Resolutions, the Synod Memo-
rialize His Majesty, the Royal Commissioners, the Lieut. Governoryand
both houses of the Provincial Legislature ; and that copies of such Memo-
rials be transmitted to the General Assembly of the Chureh of Scotland.

“ Sizth,~That the Synod recommend a similar course to be taken by
the Sessions and Congregations of this Church, and enjoin Presbyteries
to use their most strenuous exertions to carry these resolutions into effect
with all convenient speed.

(Signed,) JOHN COOK, Convener.”

The Synod having heard this Report, and maturely considered the
same, it was moved and agreed to that the resolutions contained therein
be read one by one by the Clerk, and the question as to their adoption
be taken upon each of them severally. Whereupon the question was
put by the Moderator on the first resolution which was adopted unani-
mously ; on the second which was adopted by a large majority ; and on
the third, fourth, fifth and sixth which were adopted unanimously.

The Synod appointed the Moderator and Mr. John Cook to draft a pe-
tition to the King in accordance with the foregoing resolutions.

The Synod had transmitted to. them by their Committee of Bills and
Overtures, an Overture from Mr. James Flemine of Montreal, Ruling
Elder, respecting a Pamphlet attributed to the Rev. Henry Esson of
Montreal, and the authotship of which is acknowledged by him, and in
which it is alleged, opinions are. expressed inconsistent with the stand-
ards of the Church of Scotland, and subversive of all religious establigh-
ments, calling on the Synod to take such steps. as to them may seem
expedient for disavowing and condemning the doctrines contained in
said Pamphlet, so far as they may appear justly objectionable.

A copy of the Pamphlet referred to in this Overture was also trans-
mitted, being entitled, “ Prospectus of the Plan and Principles of a

Society which is proposed to be formed,in Montreal for the attainment ,

and security of Universal Religious Liberty and Equality, and for the
immediate and entire abolition of all invidious distinctions in favour of
one sect to the exclusion or disparagement of another,”

It was moved by Mr. John Machar, and seconded by Mr. Robert
MecGill, That the Synod remit to the Presbytery of Quebec the Overture
of Mr. James Fleming and the Pamphlet to which it has reference, with

an injunction to that Presbytery to take up the subject and proceed with
it accoiding with the Laws of the Church.

[
e




| ‘ . - —
il 112 MinuTes oF Synop, KinestoN, SEPTEMBER 17, 1836,
|

| In amendment to this it was moved by Mr. Alex. Mathieson, second-

ed by Mr. Alexander McNaughton, That the Synod refer the Pamphlet
complained of in Mr. Fleming’s Overture to a Committee to report
thereon.

Members were heard in support of the motion and amendment res-
pectively, and the Synod had long reasoning on the proper course to be

pursued, whereupon it was moved by Mr. Alexander Gale, and second-
ed by Mr. Hugh Urquhart, That the Synod dismiss the Overture. [t
was agreed that the vote should first be taken on the question, “ Re-

ceive,” or ““ Reject’ the Overture, when the roll being called and the
votes marked, twenty voted *“ Receive” and eight, ¢ Reject,”

The question was next put on Mr. Machar’s motion and Mr. Mathie-

son’s amendment, when nine voted for the motion, and sixteen for the
amendment.

The amendment was accordingly declared to be carried, and the Synod
in conformity therewith appointed the following members a Committee
to examine and report on the Pamphlet complained of in M. Fleming’s
Overture, viz., Mr, John Machar, Mr. John Cruickshank, Mr. Robert
McGill, Mr. Peter C. Campbell, Mr. John M. Roger, Mr. Henry Gordon,

Mr. John Mclsaac, Ministers, and Mr. John Mowat, Ruling Elders ;
Mr. Machar to be Convener.

On the motion of M, George Romanes, seconded by Mr. John M.
Roger, the Synod appointed the following members a Committee to draft
an address to His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, viz., Mr George
Romanes, Convener, Mr. Thomas C. Wilson, M. Hugh Urquhart, and

Mr. Andrew Bell, Ministers, and Mt. Thos. Blackwood and Mr. Malcolm
McPherson, Ruling Elders,

It was ordered that the Draft

of the Address to His Excellency be
given in on Monday.

The Synod had transmitted to them, b
Overtures, an Overture from Mr.
ment allowance drawn by him

same having been read was refer
Allowances,

y their Committee for Bills and
Andrew Bell, respecting the Govern-
and Mr. Duncan McMillan, and the
red 1o the Committee on Government

The Synod had transmitted to them, by
Overtures, an Overture from Mr, Aley, Mathieson, respecting a series
of Resolutions published by certain members of the Presbytery of To-

their Committee for Bills and

ronto, whereof a copy was also transmitted, which document was repre -

sented to contain opinions at variance with the standards of the Church,
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* inasmuch as it seems to maintain, that it is the duty of Government in

i

educated and effective ministry, and follow a regular Ecclesiastical or-

this Provinece to confer equal privileges on all Churches which have an

"Jer, without taking into account the truth or error of the doctrines

taught by particular Churches, or whether their efficiency be for good

or for evily calling on the Synod to take such measures as may to them
+}

"seem expedient for disavowing and condemning the sentiment alluded ‘o.

The Synod had read the series of Resolutions referred to in the said
Overture, and heard the explanations of several of the ministers whose
names are affixed to them, wherein they disclaim the doctrine alledged
to be contained in the resolutions, and denied that it can be fairly dedu-
ced from them.

Whereupon it was agreed that the vote be first taken on the question,
“ Receive’ or ¢‘ Reject” the Overture, and the roll being called and the
votes marked, nineteen voted ‘‘ Receive,” and eight “ Reject.”

It was then moved by Mr. Mathieson, seconded by Mr. Cook, ¢ That
the 8ynod having taken into consideration the document complained of,
and having heard the explanations thereof given by certain individuals
whose names are appended to it, are satisfied that the principle objec-
ted to in the Overture is not held, and was not meant to be taught by
them, but in as much as language has been inadvertently used, which
appears and has been understood by many to contain the said principle,
viz., that it is the duty of the State to confer equal privileges and advan-
tages on all sects that have an educated ministry, and that follow a
regular ecclesiastical order without regard to the truth or error of the
doctrine held by them, or whether their efficiency is for good or for evil,
the Synod do pnblicly and solemnly disavow it as contrary to the stand-
ards of the Church, and the Syncd do farther take this opportunity of de-
claring their sentiments on this subject, viz., that they hold it at once
the duty, honour, and privilege of the State to countenance and support
the Church of Christ; that this Synod would heartily rejoice to see all
Churches, however differing in external order and government, which
hold the pure principles of Religion inculeated in the Gospel, and which
give reason to believe that they will effectually teach them, and a pledge
of their fidelity to His Majesty’s Person and Government, obtain from
the State all that support which their necessities require, but at the
same time, while all classes are entitled to the exercise of their religion
according to théir conscience, they hold it essential to the claims of any
body of Christians for Government support, that they give to the Govern=
ment a declaration of their Religious tenets, and that these tenets be
deliberately judged by the Government deserving of such support, be-
cause according to the mind of God as revealed in his Word.”
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In amendment of this motion, it was moved by Mr. John M. Roger,
and seconded by M. John Fairbairn, That the Synod disapprove of the
ambiguous language in which certain of the Resolutions in question are
expressed, while they approve of the alacrity manifested by the Brethren
who subscribe them in taking up the matter to which they refer.

It was also moved by Mr. Henry Gordon, and seconded by Mr. Thomas
Alexander, That the Synod, having considered Mr, Mathieson’s Overture,
respecting the Resolutions published by Messieurs McGill, Staik, Fer-
guson, Bell, Gale and Rintoul, while they are of opinion that there are
Passages contained in them exceptionable, do not, under the explana-
tions offered, deem i expedient to pass any censure on the Resolutions
themselves, but in respect of the imprudence, precipitancy and violation
of that respect due to their Brethren in the Presbytery in publishing the
Resolutions of so great a division in the Presbytery on the subject, and
of a want of respect due to the Supreme Court, inasmuch as the meeting
of Synod was near at hand, do disapprove of the conduct of the authors
of the Resolutions in publishing them in the manner they did, and re-
commend to them greater caution in the future.

Members were heard at great length in support of these motions res-
pectively.
It was agreed that the votes shouid be first taken on M. M

athieson’s
motion and M;, Rogei’s amendment, and

the roll being called and the
Yoles marked, eleven voted for the motion and fourteen for the
ment,

amend-

The_vote was then taken on Mr. Gordon's motion and Mr. Roger’s

ing again called and the votes marked, four
voted for the motion and sixteen for the amendment,

amendment, and the roj be

Whereupon Mt Roger’s améndment was declared to be carried, and
the Synod decided in terms thereof,

Mr. Alex. Mathieson entered his dissent from the decision of the
Synod in regard'to the Overture of the said Mr, Alex. Mathieson, in his
OWn name, and in the name of al| who shall adhere 1o him, beca
Parties concerned were permitted to vote,
given in, in due time,

use the
and for other reasons to be

The Synod adjourned tj}]
was.closed with prayer,

Monday next at twelve o'clock, noon, and
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DIET V.

St. Andrew’s Church, Kingston, 19th September, 1836.

The Synod met, pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted with
prayer.

On the call of the Moderator, Mr. John Mclsaac read the Scriptures
and prayed.

Mr. John Bayne, of Galt, appeared and took his seat.

The Minutes of last Diet were read.

Mr. Alex. Mathieson gave in additional reasons of dissent from the
decision of the Synod in regard to the Overture of said Mr. Alexander
Mathieson, complaining of Resolutions published by certain members
of the Presbytery of Toronto.

Mr. Mathieson’s reasons of dissent were read and ordered to be kept
in retentis,

The Synod cailed for the Report of the Committee appointed to mature
a scheme for Theologica! Education.

The Convener reported that the Committee had made considerable
progress in the business committed to them, and asked leave 1o sit again,
which was granted, with an injunction that their report be given in at
next Diet.

The Synod called for the draft of a Petition to the King, orlered to be
prepared in terms of the Resolutions respecting the Institation of Recto-

ries, which was given in by Mr. Cook, and the same having been read
and cousidered clause by clause, was approved of and ordered to be en-
grossed ; the fenor whereof follows :—

“ Unto the King’s most Excellent Majesty,

“The Petition of Yonr Majesty’s faithful and loyal subjects, the Min-
isters and Elders of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in connection with
the Church of Scotland in General Synod assembled,

“ Humbly sheweth,

¢ Your Petitioners in now addressing to the Throne a complaint against
an act of the Local Administration, which deeply atfects the interests of
the whole Church which they represent, beg leave to renew to Your

Majesty the assurance of their loyal attachment to Your Majesty’s Person
and Government,

“The act to which your Petitioners refer, is an act of the late Lieut.
Governor, which established Fift -seven Rectories in this Province
according to the establishment of the Church of England, entitling the
Incumbents “to hold and enjoy all rights, profits, and emoluments as

~
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fully and amply and in the same manner, and on the same terms ang

cumbents of Rectories in England.’

the members of their congregations in the same state of (li%.’:bility in
respect 1o the Chuch of England in this Province as that in which dis.
senters in England are placed in rezard to the established Church there,
because they conceive that said act is a violation of the treaty of Union,
which entitles them in a British Colony to a communication of al] rights,
privileges and advantages eqnally with the subjects of Englind, ang
because the Royal Message to the Provincial Legislature in the Year
Eighteen Hundred and Thirty Two recognized the just claims of the
established Church of Seotland, while the Bills passed in both Houses of
the Upper Province in Eighteen Hundred and Thirty-five, consequent
on said Message, virtvally or expressly set aside the claims of the
Church of England to dominacy or exclusive endowment.

“Your petitioners willingly admit, that the ecivil disabilities with
which the act complained of affects them are partially mitigated by the
Provincial Statutes on Tithes and Marriage ; yet as your petitioners be-
lieve that an undefined power is still left to the ministers of the Church

of England by said a °t, they are the rather called on earnestly to peti-
lion against it.

“ May it therefore please your Majesty to institute an enquiry into the

malter, of which your petitioners complain, and revoke the act by which

their proper status and equal rights have been inv
legally be done by Royal authority,
,premises, to such acts of the Imperia
may be proper to remedy the same.

aded, or if this cannot
to give effect according to these
l and Provincial Legislature, as

“ And your petitioners will ever pray, &e.”?

The Synod called for the re

port of the committee appointed to prepare
a draft of a letter to the Gener

al Assembly of the Chnrch of Scotland.

The Convener gaveina draft,which having

been read clause by clause,
Wwas approved and ordered to be engrossed

: the tenor whereof follows :—

\ “dUnto the venerable, the Genera] Assembly of the Church of Scot-
and.

“Honoured Fathers and Brethren,

“_We, the Ministers and Elders of the Presb
@, In connection with the Chureh of Scotland
now in addressing yoor Venerable House, rer
ardent and unabated attachment to the Chure
humble prayers to the God and Father of our
purity, enlargement and peace.

yterian Church in Cana-
» in Synod assembled, do
1ew the assurance of our
h of our Fathers, and of our
Lord Jesus Christ, for her

“Permit s lo say that we have found grounds for joy and thankful-
ness in the increasing zeal with which our parent Church has recently,
and that amidst many unprovoked assaults, been pursuing the high en-

terprise of Uhrislian. benevolence for a wider diffusion and enlargement
of Christian edupauon and Divine ordinances thronghout her own bor-
ders, as well as in foreign and distant lands, we are especially called

conditions, and liable to the performance of the same duties as the In. &8

“ Your Petitioners complain of this act because it places them and a|]

on to notice
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on to notice to you the cause of gratitude to God, which we h;}v_e in the
origination by the last Gex}eral Assem‘bly of ascheme for catln_lg forth
more vigorously the energies of the Church towards our own aid, and
that of the other affiliated Churches in other British colonies.

“ And now, Fathers and Brethren, we would tender to you our grate-
ful acknowledgements, on the same account, and encouraged by the
measures for our assistance that are now in progress, we would make a
full and candid statement of our circumstances and necessities.

“ We iament to state that notwithstanding the efforts for providing
Preachers for these Provinces, hitherto made by societies, anfl some of
the Judicatories of the Church with you, and by our own Mission Com-
mittees, there are still many congregations and settlements which are
destitute of the stated ministrations of the Gospel, not fewer, we believe,
than fifty in the Upper and thirty in the Lower Provinces. Many of
these, we admit, are feeble in numbers and scarcely any of them capable
of raising funds for the support of a minister, yet it is just from these
circumstances, as you will readily acknowledge, that they appeal to our
Christian sympathy and aid.

“Of the congregations which are supplied with ministers, we have
to state that most of them are encumbered with debt for the erection of
places of worship, and are in arrears of stipend to their ministers, although
the sums which they are pledged to raise on that account, do not on an
average exceed seventy poun(Ts sterling. Though with us, Fathers and
Brethren, the emoluments of the pastoral office are small, and the diffi-
culties which beset the faithful performance of its duties many, we
neveltheless grieve that so few preachers have receml)")‘{'oingd us, as
the spiritual destitution of the community in this the period of its growth
and expansion is very great. Indeed the supply of labourers has been
diminishing, while the want of them, and insensibility to that want has
been increasing, we owe much, as we cannot but state to you, to the
Glasgow Colonial Society, yet that Society has highqrto sent only one
missionary during the last year, and our own Mission Committee ob-
tained only one other, though applications had been reiterated during two
years, and though we, as well as that Society, had engaged to provide a
salary equal to that which is enjoyed by a great proportion of the minis-
ters of this Synod.

“ We regret to state to you that the Imperiai and Colonial Legislatures
have, as yet, come to no decision on the long agitated question of the
Clergy Reserves; that of the ministers of this Synod in Upper Canada,
there are not fewer than nine who receive no aid from Government, and
no hope is held out to us of their receiving it from any addition to the
present grant, while none of the Brethren in the Lower Province receive
any suc% aid. The Clergy Reserve question will be urged to a speedy
settlement in the Legislature of this Province, but we look with little
confidence to the issue, as on the one hand there is a growing spirit of
opposition to the endowment of churches by the State, feeble even to
impotency as is the voluntary principle here for meeting the spiritual
wants of the community, and on the other hand many who are in favor of
an endowment, thiuk, that one form of religion is as well entitled to it as
another. Our wide separation from one another, and the slender resour-
ces of our congregations prevent us, as you will readily perceive, from
doing much to relieve the spiritual destitution of the settlements around
us, yet we trust, we may be permitted to say, that we have not been al-

e —
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together inactive. We have endeavoured as far as consistent with the
claims of our stated congregations, to give to such settlements occasiona]
admunistration of the word and ordinances of the Gospel ; we have adop.-
ted measures for ascertaining the numbers and necessities of the Presby~
terian population ; we have endeavoured to encourage the sympathies
of our own people in behalf of those who have no stated ministry of the
life-giving word, and draw forth their liberality towards the support of
m.issionaries ; we have, repeatedly, pressed our claims for a permanent
aid from the Government, both on the Colonial Office at home, and the
Representative of His Majesty in these Provinces, and urged at once by
the deficient supply of preachars from the parent Church, and the doty as
well as the necessity of raising them up amongst oursel\;es, we are now
engaged indevising a scheme for a theological College, within our own
bounds, which scheme we hope soon to lay before you for your approval
and co-operation, : g

B For,l Fathers and Brethren, our hope of surmounting some of the
dnﬁmn.'t.ms which are in onr way, and of pursuing the high Christian
enterprises to which we are called, is, under the Greatli{e.':d of the
Church, in your resources, and that affection towards us, the vine of your
own planting, which we know you cherish. You may, and we trost will
aid us by couciliating towards us more of the fostering care and ]}herl 7
of the BritishA(}ovcmmenl, and sending us a reinforcement of your \\'el)I
gifted probationers, as wel] as by directing towards us the liberality of
the Church for assisting our feeble congregations in the support of l}};eir
pastors, and contributing towards the endowment of a Collegiate Instity-
tion. We do unfeignedly rejoice that your Education Scheme for the
Highlands has commendeqd itself 1o the hearts of your people, and is in
successful operation ; that the contributions of rich and poo:' are flow-
ing 10 upon you for the erection of new churches in your town and countr
parishes, and that India already confesses the vr{icien(-y and liberalit
of your mission to her, and we heartily pray that these varions under):
:akmgs may })e éven more vigorously and successfully presecuted, to
the glory of the Saviour, And were it sc, that the claims of Cina’da
could be urged on you only at the hazard of injuring these umlertaidnm
then even we might well hesitate 1o press these claims, But Fathers
and Brc\*"hrcn, we believe that there Yet remains in the }.warts a’nd‘hal‘;dss
?t,”-l,o .‘com\:h peaple enough and to spare of sympathy and liberality
for Canada ; and when you consider that many of the people for whor
we plead, are from yonr own parishes, that they are in d"‘w'f"('r f sit kn
Ing into spiritval apathy, of being deinded with de'ullt\xv o ol "“} .
alas! in our moral atmosphere, float J‘i~r"1!.7\":z.vzd f‘rm;lvcr:,{)ﬁ’”“, ‘t”chl.
present is eminently a crisis in the pr(":c.:s‘«; our I“ru‘\y'3'|1L"li]"1(' ('(hi e
nity, since any Impression of good oy gvil now made uA '1" A I’ fmn']u-
will extend and deepen with its growth, you will \‘v -lt )'1' l S oAy g
succour, with the united prayers and enérgies of o, i o
\ 'ergies of yourselves and vour
people.  Itmay also tend :o lead you to propose a Jj; Ry .y
tion on our behalf, when we sugoest .|lf -‘?P“-\f ot fiandans ol st
Soafossidb s - suggest that an amouyt of 1al contri-
butions equal to what we understand wasg rajce lby v gt
India, would, when suppiemente b;' ’};: ‘:ur"].rlf:( \(.v]l‘)i} )1}014]'1112?; }'C"“i ]
are capable of raising, sunpo Tewer than ejghty . ents here
we wi]H entertain lhe\‘!‘w')r)gl:;‘riztl:(())tm::‘ e‘r] “lm tflg.ny‘rm:nst'ers. ek
behalf may b adopted by yo) 8 sueh standard of exertion on our

n
e

“ red Father
Ll !}}]I:?Qtp.e(l Fathers and Brethren, bear with us yet again for suggest-
s 11 you now look with complacency on the thriving and some-
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I what luxuriant state of the first offset of the Reformed Church of Scot-
|
|

with the | land, the Church in Ireland represented by the Synod of Ulster, you
casiona] | in your day may do even more for Canada than the holy men of Sixteen
ve adop- | hundred and Forty-two did for Ireland. And now, in conclusion, we do
Presby- ;.[ earnestly and respuctfully commend the youthful community with
1pathies ‘ which we are connected, and that portion of it especially, which looks
y of the | to us for the ministration of the Gospel, as well as the Church over which
pport of | we preside, to your prayers, counsels, and liberality, and we humbly
manent | pray that the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chrjst may guide your
and the deliberations, prosper your undertakines, and bless the dis ensation of
s Prosp > :
nce by | his word and ordinances by youn to the advancement of the reign of
dutyas | | righteousness and peace in the earth, and His own everlasting glory,
ire now || and so we bid you farewell.”
ur own |
pproval | B The Synod called for the Report of the Committee on Calls and Cori-
stitutions of Churches,
of the , " e ;
ITistian The Convener reported that the Cornmittee had found it impracticable
‘{’{ the | | to bring the matters entrusted to them to such a degree of maturity as
?&t)\f% | to enable them to present a satisfactory report, and that this had been
St wi ‘ 1 g .
liberty | caused mainly by the want of returus from Presbyteries to the printed
rwell | | queries issued by the Committee.
ity of ' " ! . 1 : :
f their The Synod having considered this siatement, reappointed the Com-
nslity- f mittee, aud enjoined Presbyteries to transmit answers to sald queries
r the | forthwith.
| is in f
flow- | The Synod called for the Report of the Special Commitiee to which
| . . : A g
::ml':y l were referred the various applications for Government allowance, and
ali g : .
mder): ‘ the' letter from the Secretary to the Licutenant Governor, which was
ed, to ‘ given in by the Convener and read ; the tenor whereof follows i
inada ; g X . R
ings, The Committee to whom were referred the applications respeeting
thers | I Goevernment allowance, and the letter from the Government Office inti-
\ands | | mating the Governor's intention of paying over. the whole sum of Gov-
ality ernmeut allowance to the ministers of this Church, <iirec:iy to the Synod,
vhom || to be by them distributed among themselves, report,
sink- ' ] e . g : . 2 =
hich | “ That there are in Upper Canada thirty-six ministers of this Church ;
l Ihé .’ | that twenty-four of these receive filty-seven pounds ten --'J;ih'ings ster-
mu- | ling each, annually, from the monies agranted for the support of minis-
: ‘ ters of the Church of Scotland in Upner Canada ; that two receive out of
Acter | . . Pl i Eikirerss :
) our | the grant to the United Synod ; that one, Mr. William Bell, receives
your | onehundred pounds sterling, on a special grant, and that nine are with-

xer- | | outany pecuniary assistance from Government.
ri-

for
lere
And

‘“That the sum at present granted to this Synod is one thousand three
hundred and fifty pounds, which divided among twenty-four ministers,
givesonly fifiy-six pounds five shillings to each, but that each has hitherto
received fifty-seven pounds ten shillings, the difference being supplied by
Government from some other source, but if the Governor’s proposal be car-
ried into effect and an equal division made, the whole sum will ha~= to be
divided among thirty-five ministersand will yieldonly thirty-eigh. peunds
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eleven shillings and five pence and one seventh to each, and be subject

to continued reductions by every new minister that is added to the S nod, .
That it appears that not fewer thap twenty of our ministers have‘o cial \
letters in their possession, declaring that the sum granted by Govern=
ment shall not be reduced below ﬁtt)'-se}'e;jn pourgd.s and ten shllhngs,‘
but that the original terms of the grant left it conditional w.nh the Gov-
ernment to withdraw it, when ever circumstances rendered it necessary.

“ That the committee with reference to these statements submit it to Ll

ned to act in conformity with the proposition he has made to the Synod, !
should not first give intimation to all the ministers receiving the allow-{
ance that the same has been withdrawn from them individually, and
that the whole sum is to be placed at the disposal of the Synod, to be
distributed as they may see fit ; and it is further submitted, whether the
Synod, as being a Spiritual Court, ought not to decline the distribution" |
among its members of any bounty the Government may be pleased to
confer, which ought to be managed by the Government itself as hereto-
fere, or by lay Commissioners appointed by it for that purpose.

“That the committee is of opinion that no change in the apportion-
ment of the Government allowance ought to be made till after next
meeting of Synod, but in the meantime to remove as far as possible any
inconvenience that may arise to Government from the present mode of
drawing these momies, the committee recommend to the Synod that for
the present year, the whole sum be drawn by the deputation hereinafter
mentivned, and distributed by these according to the schedule for last |
year,

“In regard to those brethren who do not receive Government assist-
ance, your committee recommend that a deputation of Synod be appoint.
ed to wait upon his Excellency. with instructions to represent to him the
Synod’s views on the subjects referred to in this report, and to urge on
his attention the claims of Cobourg and Brockville, and especially that
of Lochiel, and to use every possible endeavour to obtain for them the_J
Government allowance.

.

“ The Committee farther recommend the Synod to enjoin strictly on ‘
all Presbyteries and Ministers to transmit ail communications to the'
Government through the deputation already referred to, and to instruct
said deputation to present no communications from individual ministers ¥
but such as have been previously sanctioned by the Presbytery of the }
bounds. r

JOHN CRUICKSHANK, Convener.”

The Synod having heard this report, and maturely considered the
same, approved of the diligence of the Committee, and of the sugges- |
tions which the report contains, and appointed the following membersa‘ §
deputation for the purposes mentioned therein, viz., the Moderator and = §
Clerk, and Mr. William T. Leach, and instructed them to enforce the |
particular claims on the Government allowance of Lochiel, Cobourg and

Brockville, and to use their utmost endeavours to obtain an adequate
provision for the Church.

The Synod also instructed the members of the deputation to represent

D e —
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to his Exdellency; the views of the Synod respecting the division and
payment of said allowande, and in the event of his agreeing to pay the
whole amount for the present year to the deputation, to give due notice
of such arrangement to the several Presbyteries.

The Synod farther ordered, that all cdmndunicéations for the Govern-
ment from Presbyteries or from individual ministers, be presented
through the deputation, and that no communications from individual
ministers be presented by the deputation to the Government except such
as have been sanctioned by the Presbytery of the btunds.

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed to ar-
range the Financial Concerns of the Synod, which was given in by the
Convener, read and approved of ; in terms whereof the Synod ordered
that the assessment on each congregation for the current year to the
Synod Fund be one pound, and enjoined Presbyteries lo collect all ar-
rears to this fund and transmit them to the treasurer within three months,
and the assessment for the current yeat within six months. ’

It was ordered that statements of the atrears due by the several Pres-
byteries, be prepared by the Treasurer and given to the Presbytery
Clerks.

On a motion the Synod appointed the following members a Commit-
tee to prepate a series of regulations for conducting the business of the
Synod, to be reported at next session, viz., the Moderator and Clerk of
Synod, Mr. Robert McGill, Mr. Henry Gordon, Mr. Andrew Bell, and
Mr. Alex. Mathieson.

The Synod had a recess until Six o’clock, P. M.

At Six, P. M., the Synod resumed business and called for the Report
of the Committee appointed to draft an Address to His Excellency the
Lieutenant Governor, which was given in by the Convener, and the
draft of address having been read clause by clause was approved of
and ordered to be engrossed, the tenor whereof follows :—

To His Excellency Sir Francis Bond Head, Knight, Com-
mander of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Knight
of the Prussian’ Military Order of Meril, Lieut. Governor
of the Province of Upper Cinada, &c., &c., §c

May 1t PrEase Your EXcELLENCY :—

% We, the Ministers and Eldersof the Presbyterian Church of Canada
“in ¢onnection with the Church of Scotland, now in General Synod
assembled, embrace the opportunity afforded by our annual meeting to
express our sentiment of loyalty and attachment to our gracious Save-
reign, and of respect for Your ilxcellency as the representative of His
Majesty in this Province.
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“Influenced by these principles of loyalty which have always dis-
tinguished the Church of Scotland, and warmly attached to the wise
and happy constitution of Great Britain, we rejoice in the blessings of
peace, security and true liberiy which that constitution bestows on even
the most distant colonies and dependencies of the British Empire, and
which, under Divine Providence, we trust will continue to be enjoy-
ed in this Province under Your Excellency’s administration.

“We beg leave to express our desire and hope that Your Excellency
will be pleased to extend to the Church of Scotland in Canada your
protection, support and countenance, and encourage us in our endeavours
to diffuse throughout the Province the knowledge and practice of religion
and morality.

“That the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ may ever preserve
and bless Your Excellency, guide your measures, aad prospet your
administration is our earnest and constant prayer.”

The Synod called for the draft of a letter ordered to be prepared in
answer to the communication from the Reformed Dutch Church, when a
Report was given in by the Convenerand read, the tenor whereof follows ¢

“The Committee appointed to prepare an affectionate and respectful
letter in reply to the Overture from the Reformed Dutch Church, and to
take into consideration the practicability and expediency of entering
into the correspondence proposed in that Overture, recomtmend it to the
Synod to adopt the following resolutions :

“ First,—That the Synod cannot entertain but with the liveliest interest
and most respectful attention, any Overture emanating from a branch
of that Church which is so dear 0 their recollections as a main bulwark
of Protestantism and an asylum to their forefathers in times of troubles,
and that the Synod cherishing these recollections receive the Overture
for correspondence made by the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch
Church in the United States with peculiar satisfaction, as promrising the
restoration of those friendly relations which formerly subsisted bel?\'een
their respective Mother Churches of Scotland and Holland and which
contributed so materially not only to their spiritual encoura’gemenl and
strength in days of trial, but to the su port and advancement of the
general interests of pure and undefiled religion.

“ Second,—That the Synod instruet the Clerk to reply in terns of the
foregoing resolutions to the letter of the stated Clerk of the Reformed

Dutch Church.
ALEX. McNAUGHTON, Convener, pro tem.”

The Synod, having heard this Report, and considered the resolutions,
recommended to their adoption therein, unanimously adopted the same,
and instructed the Clerk accordingly, and farther enjoined the Committee
to proceed with all diligence in the remaining duties assigned them.

' The Synod callled for the Report of the Committee appointed to con-
snd?r Mr. F l.exmn.g’s Overture, and the pamphlet referred to therein,
which was given in by the Convener, the tenor whereof follows :—

“The Committee to which was referred the Overture of Mr. Fleming,
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togethor with the pamphlet on which it professes to be grounded, beg
leave to report that they have considered and recommend the following
deliverance to be adopted by the Synod :—

¢ That as the principles of this Synod, as a branch of the established
Church of Seotland, respecting the duty of christian rulers to support
the true religion, are sufficiently declared in her standards, it is unne-
cessary to emit any farther declarations on this subject, and in as far
as the views set forth in a “ Prospectus of the plan and principles of a
society which is proposed to be formed in Montreal for the attainment
and security of universal and perfect religions liberty and equality,and for
the immediate and entire abolition of ail invidious distinctions in favour of
one sect to the exclusion or disparagement of another,” seem subver-
sive of the principles contained in our standards, the Synod disapprove
of the same, but in as far as it opposes the attempt to erect an exclusive
and dominant Church in the peculiar circumstances of this country, the
Synod has already declared a like opposition in a resolution passed at a
former Diet ; and farther, the Synod cautions its Ministers not to put
forth any views tending to counteract the efforts which this Church is
making to obtain that provision for her clergy, which in the eircumstan-
ces of the case is so greatly to be desired, and to which the Synod has
asserted our Church’s just and legal claim.

JOHN MACHAR, Convener.”

The Synod having heard the Report, it was moved by Mr. John Cook,
and seconded by Mr. Alexander Mathieson, that the clause in the
deliverance therein recommended, beginning with the words, “ bat in
as far as,” and ending with the words ¢ former diet,”” be expunged, and
the following words substituted, ¢“declare that it is contrary to the
standards of this Church to teach that Government is not entitled to make
distinctions in favour of particular Churches,” and that after the words
¢ efforts which this Church,” the following words be inserted, ¢ or any
body of Christians holding the truth as it is in Jesus,” and that the
deliverance thus amended be adopted.

The deliverance as thus amended was read, and after long reasoning
thereon the Synod unanimously ordered the proposed amendations to be
made, and declared in terms of the deliverance thns amended.

The Synod adjourned till to-morrow at Ten o’clock, A. M., and was
closed with prayer.

e e e PP

DIET VL
St. Andrew’s Church, Kingston, 20th September, 1836.

The Synod met, pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted with
prayer.

On the call of the Moderator, Mr. William Bell read the Scriptures
and prayed.

AP AN
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was given in, read and approved of.

The same was signed by the Moderator in name, presence, and by
appointmentof the Synod, and the Moderator and Clerk‘, gnd Mr. Robert
McGill, Mr. Andrew Bell, M. Peter Ferguson, Mr. William T. Leach,
and Mr. John Bayne, were appointed to present the same.

The Petition to the King, engrossed, was given in, read and approved
of, and the same was signed by the Maderator in hame, presence, and
by appointment of the Synod, and ordered to be tnnsmillefi by the
Deputation already appointed, through His Excellency the Lieutenant

Governor, with a request that he will recommend the prayer thereof to
His Majesty's attention.

It was ordered that the letter to the General Assembly of the Church
of Scotland be transmitted by the Moderator.

Mr. John MeclIsaac requested th

in support of his claim for the Gov
ed, which was allowed.

at the papers which he had given in
ernment allowance might he return-

Mr. James Fleming erayed Extracts

the matter of his Overture, and the Cle
same.

of the deliverance of Synod in
rk was instructed to furnish the

The Synod called for the Reportof the Committee appointed to examine

the Records of the Presbytery of Toronto, which Was given in by the
Convener and read, the tenor whereof follows ;==

““ The Committee, appointed to examine the Records of the Presbytery
of Toronto, report, that they have revised the same, and found them, in
general, kept with order. Some of the Minutes are not signed by the
Moderator ; and it would appear that the Presbytery, in consequence of
not having a quorum in thejr meeting appointed to be held at Thorold
on the Twenty-fifth November, Eighteen Hundred and Thiny-five,

beoame'lhereby virtvally defunect ; but from the orderly manner of theijr
proceedings afterwards,” y

! ¢ y Your Commiitee would recommend that the
8ynod give their sanotion to the same.

“ Your Committee would farther remark, that, the ease of Mr. James
Smith, oquelpl), was finally disposed of by the Presbytery after they had
agreed to refer it to the Synod, but as farther evidence was adduoced,
your Committee would recommend the Synod to examine as to whether
the evidence warrant

: X ed immediate procedure, and, if satisfied on this
Point, tosanction the same,

(Signed)

» had read the Minutes of the Pres-
mith, of Guelph, approved
) sanctioned the proceedings

The Address to His Excellenoy the Lieutenant Governor, engrossed, |
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of that Presbytery, notwithstanding the failure of their meeting at Thorold,
and ordered the Clerk to attest their Records accordingly.

The Synod called forthe Report of the Cemmittee appointed to consider
the Overtures on Theological Education, which was given in by the Con-
vener and read, the tenor whereof follows :—

“ The Committee, appointed to eonsider the Overtures on Theological
Education, report, that, after mature deliberation on the subject of these
Overtures, they have prepared the following resolutions,which they would
recommend to the consideration and adoption of the Synod, viz. :—

“ First,—That the supply of Ministers from Scotland, notwithstanding
the great necessitiesand urgent applications of this Church to Presbyteries
in Scotland, and to Missionary Societies there, is altogether inadequate
tothe wants of this Province.

“ Second,—That, in consequence, multitudes belonging to the Presby-
terian Chuarch are entirely destitute of the means of grace, and many
have connected themselves with other churches, whose doctrine and
discipline we cannot approve, and unless a remedy be provided the cause
of truth and piety may sustain serious injury.

“ Third,~That, in several Congregations within our bounds, young
men have expressed a desire of devoting themselves to the work of the
Ministry, and have sought information from their Ministers, as to what
steps they ought to take for this purpose ; and inasmuch as the means of
obiaining such a classical and philosophical education as is required b
this Church previous to entrance upon theology, will soon, it is believed,
be enjoyed in this Province, the Synod declare it to be highly expedient
to employ every means in their power to obtain the establishment of a
Theological College, at which young men may enjoy the means of pre-
paring themselves for the work of the ministry in this Church,

“¢ Fourth,— That copies of all the papers on this subject received from
the different Presbyteries be transmitted tothe Committee of the General
Assembly on Colonial Chyrches, and the Commission be instructed to
correspond especially with the General Assembly’s Committee on this
subject, and to afford them the amplest information respecting the requi-
site modifications of the declaratory enactment to te obtained from the
General Assembly, together with all other assistance it can yield towards
oarrying the measure into complete effect.

“ Fifth—That the several Presbyteries -of this Synod be enjoined
forthwith to take all measures in their power to procure subscriptions for
the endowment of Theological Professorships, under the direction of
this Synod ; and that the Commission be instructed to collect and digest
the views of Presbyteries on this subject—to correspond with the parent
Churches, in order to obtain the advice, concurrence and aid of the
General Assembly, and that Presbyteries be enjoined to report, from time ||
to time, their views and progress to the Commission.

“ With respect to the young men referred to in the Memorial of Mr.
Ferguson, and any others that may entertain similar desires, the Com-
mitiee would recommend to the Synod to submit the consicieralion of
all such cases to the Presbyteries within whose bounds the individuals
reside, with instructions 10 take them under their special superintend-
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ence, enquire into their present attainments in learning, direct them
in the farther prosecution of their studies, and in-the event of their
progress being found to be such as that they could proceed with
advantage to a Scottish University, to report the same to the Commission
of Synod, in order that the Commission may take the proper steps for
aiding and directing such young men in the attainment of their .of;'ect
by furnishing them with recommendations to the General Assembl : or
to the Universities, or in any other way that may to them seem megt,.

ROBERT McGILL, Convener.”

The Synod, having heard this report, and considered the resolutions
and suggestions contained therein, approved of the same, adopted the
several resolutions, and instructed and enjoined the Commission and
Presbyteries to proceed in accordance therewith.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee on Bills and
Ovsartures, an overture from Mr. Angus MelIntosh, respecting the dele-
gation of one or more Ministers to Scotland, with the view of promatin
the interests of the Church here, and especially of obtaining a :
full supply of Missionaries. T AT

) .w . e’t e be ele ed e
issi : 10 lhe Com

The Syrod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and
t(-)lvlertures, an overture from the Presbytery of Toronto, submitting the
ollowing resolution for the consideration a pti y
s nd adoption of the Synod,

“ Thatthe Synod, considering that the Sanctification of the S bbath i
not more directly enjoined in the laws of God than it s conne -‘le | in His
gngir:mo'm \51”](] ll;lqﬂill(ll,l(ll ’and national piety and }lzllp[;illessc i:uinclolrlls

g aiso that this Holy day is in many ways profaned by nrafoeotr
S(i);ns;x':l(;xs,demonfl Presbyteries to take lhey subj‘ec?ri(l)lfl:lzgl:)3,({);:£ESS'P¥
» and adopt such measures as may seem to them best ad; *del'a
promoting a better observance of the Sabbath, and to prél)ur;‘;I::(L] sefnot.;

up reports of their views and eedi i i
SUAlIng o Byaois proceedings in this matter to the next

Th'e Synod, having considered the resolutjon contained in this overt
nnammqualy .adopted the same, recommended the subject ther ';_"e,
the consideration of Presbyteries, and enjoined them to lrjans it oo
to the Synod at its next meeting, in terms thereof, T

The Synod had transmitted 1o them, by their Committee for Bills and

“The Presbytery of Toronto res
) pectfully overture the §
Ir}?g‘s;.ytgn&n Ch}l)lrch_ of Canada, that thg Mini:tlgshff lqh}:mg'ddthe
ldmitt:aclint ﬁ;g Provinces, who have signed the Confession of Fgl::(})n bof
0 Ministerial communion with the Ministers of this Chu;cbe
)
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and that the Commission be instructed to correspond with the Assem-
bly’s Committee on Colonial Churches, as to the admission of Proba=-
tioners and Ministers of the Synod of Ulster, who have duly subscribed
the formula, iunto this Church.”

The Synod, having maturely considered this overture, unanimously
adopted it; enjoined Presbyteries to give effect to the same ; and
instructed the Commission in terms thereof,

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and
Overtures, an overtare from Mr. John Fairbairn, of the following tenot:

“That the Synod consider their deliverance given at last session res-
pecting the Constitution of St. Andrew’s Church, Perth, with the view
of declaring more expressly the import of that deliverance, as it effects
the validity of said Constitution,”

The Synod agreed to this overture, and had read the deliverance in
question, and having considered the same, declared that it was not the
intention or import of said deliverance, either to sanction or disapprove
of said Constitution, except in so far as the provisions thereof, specified
in the deliverance, are concerned.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills and
Overtures, an overture from Mr. Henry Esson, that the Synod take
immediate steps to organize a system of Missionary exertion among
the aboriginal inhabitants scattered over the territories of British North
America.

Mr. Esson was heard in support of his overture, and many other
members spoke in favour of it: Whereupon the Synod resolved to
record their deep sense of the importance of the object of said overture,
and of the peculiar and pressing claims it possesses on their early and
earnest altention, agreed to refer the said overture to the Presbytery of
Quebec, and instructed them to correspond with the General Assembly,
and the agents of the Hudson’s Bay Company on the subject thereof,
collect all requisite information and digest a scheme of operation to be
laid before the Synod at their next session.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and
Overtures, an overture from Mr. William Bell, of the following tenor :

“That in order to prevent inconvenience to both Ministers and peo-
ple, a Committee be appointed to prepare and recommend a regular
system, the best that can be devised, for raising the necessary supplies,
especially for the support of Ministers in each of our congregations.”

The Synod referred this Overture to the Committee on Calls and
Constitutions of Churches.

e —
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The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and
Overtures, an overture from Mr. Andrew Bell, Minister, and Mr. John
Mowat, Ruling Eldcr, respecting the equalization of expenses incurred
by members attending the meeting of Synod, and the payment of such
expenses.

The Synod having heard said Overture, approved of the same, and
appointed the following members a Committee to digest a scheme for
carrying it into operation, to be laid before the Synod at their next

session, viz:—Mr. Andrew Bell, Convener, Mr. Peter Ferguson and
Mr. Robert Murray, .

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and
Overtures, a reference from the Presbytery of Toronto, for advice in the
case of Mr. Duncan Macauley, a Minister of this Church, now resident
within the bounds of the said Presbytery, charged with various offences
alledged to have been committed during his residence within the bounds
of the Presbytery of Quebee.

The Synod, having heard the reference, and the minutes of the Pres-
bytery of Toronto connected therewith,and having considered the same,
instructed the Presbytery of Quebec to investigate the charges against
the said Mr. Duncan Macauley, and, if they shall see cause, to frame
and prosecute a libel against him according to the laws of the Church,
and authorize them to proceed in such process to any sentence short of
depdsition, notwithstanding any appeal that may be taken in the case.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and
Overtures, a letter from the Congregation of Gananoque, calling the

attention of the Synod to their religious condition and requesting coun=
sel and aid for obtaining the services of a pastor,

The Synod referred this letter to the P
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The Synod agreed to this Overture, and

appointed two Commitlees in
accordance therewith, viz, ;—Mr,

Alexander Mathieson, Convener, Mr,

Henry Esson and Mr. John Cook, Ministers
James Fleming, Ruling Elders,
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T. Leach, Convenery, Mr. Robert Murray, Mr. James George, Mr. Henry
Gordon, and Mr. John Bayne, Ministers, and Archibald McLean, and
Edwaid W. Thomson, Esqrs., Ruling Elders, for the Upper Province.

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed to dis-
tribute the General Mission Fund among the several Presbyteries.

The Committee reported a scheme of distribution, which was adopted,
as follows :—

To the Presbytery of Glengary, Nine Pounds Three Shillings and
Elevenpence Farthing.

To the Presbytery of Bathurst, Fourteen Pounds Fourteen Shillings
and Twopence.

To the Presbytery of Kingston, Nine Pounds Three Shillingé and
Elevenpence Farthing.

To the Presbytery of Toronto, Thirty-Four Pounds Eighteen Shillings
and Sevenpence Three-farthings.

The Synod authorized the Moderators of the Presbyteries to draw on
the Treasurer for the amounts allotted to their Presbyteries respectively.

It was ordered that Presbyteries send in their reports on Missions,

to the Corresponding Secretary, at least one month before the annual
meeting of Synod.

On a motion, the Synod appointed the Moderator to draw up a Pastoral
Letter to the Churches connected with this Synod.

The Synod appointed the following members a Commission to watch
over the interests of this Church, viz:—The Moderator and Clerk of
Synod, Mr. Alexander Mathieson, Mr. John Cook, Mr. John Cruick-
shank, Mr. Peter C, Campbell, Mr. John Machar, Mr. John M. Roger,
Mr. William T. Leach, Mr. James George, Mr. Robert McGill, Mr.
John Bayne, Mr. Hugh Urquhart, and Mr. Alexander McNaughton,
Ministers, and Mr. Thomas Blackwood, Mr. Malcolm McPherson, Mr.
John Mowat, Mr. Edward W. Thompson, Mr. Peter H. Hamilton and Mr.
Archibald McLean, Ruling Elders; five of whom to be a quorum, to meet
at Kingston, immediately after the closing of Synod, to arrange the
business specially referred to them ; at Toronto, on the last Wednesday
of January, and on the last Thursday of August next.

The Synod instructed the Commission to take into consideration the
present state of the law in this Province, respecting the solemnization of
Marriage, and to use their endeavours to obtain an alteration of its pro-
visions in favour of the Ministers of this Church.
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The Synod appointed the following Members a Committee to revise
the Minutes of this Session, viz :—The Moderator and Clerk of Synod,
M. Robert Murray, Mr. Mark Y. Stark, and Mr. Andrew Bell.

The Synod appointed its next ordinary meetina to be held at the City of
Toronto, and within the Church there, on the last Thursday of August
next, at twelve o’clock, noon.

Leave was granted to the several Presbyteries to meet for any com-
petent business, at Kingston, after the close of the Synod.

After an address from the Moderator, the Synod was closed with
prayer, praise, and the Apostolic Benediction.

WILLIAM RINTOUL, Moderator.

—————————
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