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BELGIUM

A TJJIT TO THE FaONT

h,.f.^ "™.?" ^^' "^ " •««><•» «^. Of the war

m-Jv 1 1 f "• "*** °°* s^n that other side of

TaTn ^^ 'T^
''P^^"^^"' »"d heroism, of which wehad only the echoes in the distant thud and boom of thecannonadmg the,^ from the trenches so far toTe souJhof us-the sound that could be heard always wLnbvdat

nfl";^
'"'^ '"'^ *^^ »°'«« -' *he cX or when by™ght they were stilled. I had often reproached Lanckenwith mhosprtality in not taking Villdobar and me t^

alke^meTf '^"**1f
'""^ ^"'^"^ °- afternoon h^

thtf nf r* '^''"y ^" *^«™««t' and when I sa^that of course I was, he forthwith arranged the ex^,^«on for the next dayi the twentieth of^y^^^drove away in the aftemoon-Lancken Vnu^l

uuc. we took the famihar road to Hal onA a • •

tea tmie. There, after mspecting the cathedral with its

tecture datmg from the eleventh century, we went to a
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smaUpdiusene for tea. Madame la patronne, a hriAt,
talkative little Moman, was full of curiosity as to who we
were and what business we were about, and when von
der Lancken said:

"Nou» verumg de viriter voire beUe cathSdrale/* the
woman replied:

"Ow, et puitque vous avez ditruit la belle cathidrale
de Rhetmg j'esphe que vous ipargnerez la ndtrer
The Baron turned as red as the lining of the white

collar of his bluish-grey cape—and we sought the motor.
The road to Lille was a descent into Avernus, with

destruction and desolation more and more apparent as
we passed on. One could almost mark the frontier be-
tween Belgium and France by the changed aspect of
the population and the scene; instead of the bustling,
gossipmg groups, we saw only sad women and bedrag-
gled children and old and hobbling men, but not a strong
man or a man in middle years—all were off to the front.
It was a depressing sight and I felt a sorrow settle over
me that was not lifted during all our stay; it is not
lifted yet, nor ever will be. I cannot forget those tragic
faces, that expression of humiliation, the degradation of
hving under a conqueror. We entered LiUe toward
evening with an aeroplane flying high above us amid
the bursting shrapnel with which the Germans were
trying to bring it down, and from that moment on we
were not once beyond the sound of guns.

Lille is an industrial centre, verj' much like any one of
a dozen small cities in the Middle West. In times of
peace it is dingy enough, but then, with life prostrate,
empty of men and of all who could get away, and swarm-
ing With foreign soldier?, it was beyond words haggard,
foriom, and disreputable; everywhere there was dirt,
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A VISIT TO THE FRONT
the disgusting dirt of war, that seemed to sift into every
crevice, every crack and cranny, and to cover every-
thing. The Crown Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria, who
commanded that district, had invited us to dine with him
that night. Villalobar had scented the function from
afar and we had taken dinner jackets, absurd as it
seemed to do so with a visit to the trenches in prospect,
and I dressed that evening in my room overlooking the
courtyard of I'Hotel de I'Europe. the typical cara-
vansari of the French provinces, with the sound of
booming guns in my ears.

An old servitor in long dark grey coat with two rows
of brass buttons, his bald head bowed in an habitual
servile stoop, descended the steps to meet us when at
twilight we entered through the great gate between
Warded sentinels and drove up to the chateau which the
Prmce occupied outside the town. The long salon into
which we were shown was furnished in the execrable
taste of some new rich manufacturer and ornamented
with a portrait-bust of the proprietor, which, as a last
touch of taste and to lend an air of artistic verisimili-
tude, the resemblance so much desired in portraiture,
wore a pince-nez on its marble nose.
The officers who composed the suite of the Crown

Prince came one after another into the salon, pausingm the doorway to click their heels and to bow formally,
and one after the other were presented; and presently
we all fell back and there entered a slender, tall, rather
wary man, in a grey tunic jacket, and dark blue trou-
sers, with very wide red stripes, strapped under his mili-
tary boots. And every one bowed before the Crown
Prince. He entered with a vague and rather sad, wan
smile on his hps, and von der Lancken presented Villa-
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BELGIUM
lobar and me. He spoke to us in French with an ac-
cent more refined, I think, than the accent of the Prus-
sians when they speak French. He seemed sincere and
cordial in manner, with nothing of exaggeration in his
bearing; a thin, grey man, weary, as I have said, with a
lean, smooth-shaven grey face and a little brush of grey
moustache. He seemed to be about fifty years of age,
though I believe he is not so old.

We stood about uttering the customary banalities
until the wide glass doors between the salon and the
dining-room swung open and we went in to dine. Vil-
lalobar was seated on the right of the Crown Prince, I
on his left. I had on my left the Count A , a tall,
well set-up reddish man, ^ith a pleasant manner nd a
good deal of intelligence, and we chatted pleasantly
throughout the simple dinner that was served. There
were but five courses, indicated on the menu by their
German names, a pastry, a bit of sahnon, a roast
chicken, a s. lad, great mounds of ice cream, and white
and red wines. The old servitor handed about cigars
and Hgarettes at the table and when we had gone into
the salon, continued to hand them around, bearing the
while a candle, from the wavering yellow flame of which
we lighted them. The footmen served no coffee, but in-
stead, large goblets of beer, and these they continued to
serve throughout the evening, while the old servitor
passed gravely around and around with his tall lighted
candle.

The Crown Prince withdrew with Lancken into a
corner near the window and they talked in low tones
for a long time, while I chatted with the affable Count
about all sorts of things—trying to avoid the war, for the
notes on the Lusitania were being exchanged in that

4



A VISIT TO THE FROXT
moment. But by the irresistible attraction of the sub-
ject with which the very atmosphere throbbed, the con-
versation inevitably veered round to it, as the needle,
oscillating an instant, turns unerringly to the magnetic-
pole. And the Count introduced the topic by saying:

"Si vou$ autret en AmMque n'aviez pas foumi let
mimtioiu aux AlUit, la guerre auraii it6 finie il y a
Umgtempt.'*

I decided to end it there and then. I looked at him
and said:

"Ne le prenez pat mr ce ton, je tout priel" He
laughed, and we did not discuss munitions of war, nor
war at all.

The Crown Prince finished his chat with Lancken
after a while, and, seating himself, signed to us all that
we might be seated, and beckoned to me to draw up my
chair. ViUalobar and I then sat on either side of him,
and he sent my Count out to see what the news of the
day was. His Royal Highness was very amiable. He
addressed me in English, with an apology, saying he
could not speak the language very well, that he had
been out of practise for a long time; but as a matter of
fact he spoke it remarkably well, though presently he
drifted into French. He told us about his many voy-
ages, especially about his visit to America; and said that
he hoped after the war was over to make another visit
to America, for he was deeply interested in many of our
institutions. He said that it was good of us to have*
come down to visit his command and that he had tri<id

to arrange a comprehensive itinerary for us, that nat-
urally it was difficult to see everything in the course of
one day, but he trusted that we should not find it un-
interesting.

5



BELGIUM
As he sat there he unoked a light agar and took anoccasional .ip from the goblet of beer wTe^d ^i^had pUcc^ on a little table before him. and thenTm'^o clock-,t was ten o'clock their time-he rose and saWthat nasmuch as we should have to arise early in themornmg he would allow u. to depart and ge'Iimi r^'

^i\T:^tZ::^
""^'"^ *"^ ^^^^^^^ «' ^^^^

At the dinner-table there were, besides His Royal

Kr''w *
^u"""*

°" "y ^*'*' «nd VillaloL.
Lancken. Harrach and I. and four other ofBcersJ^J
of them a red-faced, heavy German who said nSg

iTke thtt 7r *.^S,??*-"P ^*"^P "'*»» » »»««<l -"newhat

InH Ik if " ^'''^'PP*' *•" "P^'^* '" » heavy voice.

fer English, which he spoke with an English accenU
mdeed. he may have belonged to that class of youngerGermans who, as the French put it. ringent Us AnglT.There was another young officer of the same type, wear-mg a monocle and English puttees, also speaking Eng-
ish with a pronounced English accent. The first ofthese two, a Captain, had been detaUed by the cloimPrince to conduct us on our visit of inspition onTfollowing day. As we were about to leave he explain^

to me that we must be ready and awaiting him at the

B^lZt^-^-" ^""^'^ ^ *-"*y ^^^^^ to ^^>

the habit of early ns.ng-perhaps the easiest devicekno^to ma. for acquiring cheaply a reputation for^^e—laughed and said:

"That's too early for you."

6



A VISIT TO THE FRONT
'^We chose this hour," our Captain explained earnest-

ly, because naturally we do not wish to expose you more

V".i' "^?*?'- ^* •« «°'"» •« *»»e tenches oppo-
site the English, and at that hour things are more quiet
than at any other time of the day; it is the hour when
the Englwh breakfast, and they don' like to be dis-
turbed at their meals."

ViUalobar gave me an amused glance. And then we
drove away through the darkness of the park-bearded
Bavarian sentinels saluting, and a spy in civilian dress
emerging from the bushes under the tiees, snatching off
his hat, and standing stiffly at attention as we rode by
and through the great gates.
We went to the hotel, asked to be called at five-thirty

—four-thirty our time—and at once retired. When I
reached my room and opened the window I could hear
the booming of the heavy guns and when I got to bed I
discovered that there were two town clocks in Lille
within striking distance of each other, and between the
ugly booming of the guns and the striking of the clocks
It was not easy to get to sleep.

I was awakened by a terrible cannonade, in the midst
ot which I heard German voices calling to each other
across the courtyard which my room overlooked. It
was dawn, and, looking out of my window, I saw an
aeroplane soaring high overhead and all about it the
exploding shrapnel. I could hear the roar of the motor,
the whistle and shriek of the shells, and presently to this
noise there was added the drumming of mitraUleuse.
It was weird, there in the silent dawn, in that French
provmcial hotel. From every window frowsy, sleepy
yellow German heads were thrust out. Two German
soldiers were on the roof, one of whom I identified as

7



BELGIUM

h» window ,n the mariMrd to .ee thii battle in theJThe .vmtor w.. flying toward u. and wa. .^ dii^y

Md the «,/ro,//««r tiwre wa. non* added the rattle of

courtyard. It wa. nearly four o'clock-uaeleM to trv to

wh e at the black puff, of «noke trcm the exploding

one mi^t have gone back in imagination half a wn-tu^ and p.ctu«d a diligence, a liSTprench U w^.darting ,n and out from the cover of a doorway to pickup p.ece. of the .hrapnel, while a covey of bird^ at ei^h
fre.h had of metal flitted uneasily froi one tree to ^.
other, trymg to find a hiding-place.

tea-he called .t tea-and a few bi«ruit.. The litTle

warned me the night before, with a long face and an
apologetic gesture:

^ *°

'Wott* mr *o»nm« pa» trh rich:-,, Monmeurr

tte in the sky had ended but the booming of the guns 'nthe distance still came to our ears.
*^

Captain von X came promptly in a huge irrev

front, and the arms of the Crown Prince on the side.He was accompaiued by the officer with the monocleand by another officer, and we raced off through the
ci y at a frightful speed to a park somewhere beyond the
citadel. Sentinels tried to halt us, but che offlL w!^

8



A VISIT TO THE f'RONT
the moilbcle. who had mfmnted to the ie«t bMiri» «..•

^t m^ ; "•^"'i'T
^"' "'""«^'«d Captain didnot respect; he ordered the soldiers to remove them

l^iT TiT* ^^ "°* ''••* '»' 'hem to hi thru^

InJh Is
^""*" '*«% The long highway was cumbered

SantJl 'T" ^' T-«"«»' ««»«>»». battalions of

r«f«" 7'
2"''^°"" °^ "'^^^^''y' »»d alwoys wagon

fiTnJTn^""*^ ""
!'T'>'

*^°'^ ^'^^^ •»»«t'«We rro'^t"

eleTXr^ T' '^r^*
°' ^"''*' ^'"^'^ '^^"l^J »"'"V

tiy* IJ
*"1 "'*^' everything obnoxious to the

W; and "'"^'S*"
*" *^^ ^"•^^- B"* «t *he impTr!tunate and unperative screech of the siren on the grey

Cr^'w^ P -^^
**rf* °^ *^ "^"^ '^"^ tl^- «""« oMSe

passed whirlmg on through the dusty villages, who^every door was chalked in German, and fr^m Ihos^

7Z1^Z:''Z^ *'^ '^°"^ ^^"°^ out-thn?stread:

slav?nVVn r *T ^l^^^t^red there, with the women

irfit^LVIVI *°"*""' °^' ""^^ "'^h trembling

iniat fhT^ K .'
'^°°"*'P' '" **'^ «"» ^**^«n«y star-

toward ;;;: /^o^r"
^^^^"^^ °^ ^^^^^^ ---<» prUs

9
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Beyond, there were heavy woods and the terrible

devastation of war, ruins, and the wreckage left in the
train of the battle with the retreating British in the
autumn; back among the trees now and then some
ruined old chateau, its windows staring vacantly, its

white fa9ade riddled by shell and ball, inexpressibly sad
and desolate. There was not anywhere a single inhab-
ited house, all had been deserted long since. At last we
stopped in the edge of a wood, and there, with the
sweet morning air blowing over us—already under the

artillery fire that goes on continually and, as it were, for

ever, between the Germans and the British across the
trenches, we heard the screaming of the shells overhead.
That shriek of shrapnel is a horrid sound; I had often
read descriptions of it. There are many comparisons

—

"lost souls moaning in the wind," "the wail of damned
spirits," etc., and it is indeed some one of the many noises

of hell, no doubt; but nothing brings the sound more
vividly to my mind than the instinctive gesture which the
Captain with the head like Louis Philippe's, made to his

brother-officer with the monocle, when, as a shell went
over us, he placed his clenched fists together and then
rent them apart as though giant hands were ripping
asunder some heavy piece of cloth.

The Captain produced an engineer's drawing of the
trenches which we were about to visit and, while we stood
there in the edge of that^cool wood, began to explain;
we would enter the rear trenches here, pass on to the
second line here, then enter the first line here. But I was
not watching the well-drawn plan of the trenches—what
can be more stupid than a plan of anything, especially
when you are to see the thing itself?—but a wagon train

10



A VISIT TO THE FRONT

dusty yellow W„„ „t ™*f,S towtdTmH."*!;?''*where was the entranw. f« !,
^^^ard a little village

»i«e% the nX^^lwrr^lT^:), °" "*'^
weeds, and beautiful w,>l, „„ 'T S^""" mth grass and

flower th.t*I did nTw T„dt t'r"'"-r™"'coJours under that serene skrtl,^ * j V^" """^--ful

even with the she!W^SIt^^ ' ^'"^ "««»•
beyond.

"'' '"'' *' *™*«^» lying just

on^er^t's:rdt*:e''°*dr "" - "-^-^ -' « -«'
used in ease of a~w **""« "'" '™*« «" •-»

if ie eonsMel "S uni™?'^' '^•"""«'- "
busy; there were wil^

'*''• '" ^^ «>« soldiers

»o<^kson^„ftJ^„"i:^-T '"""elements in the

cte,«;r^^X X "^''' ™»f'kd= »» " kind "f

Spanish cvkw Ind .'iwH
'^«'""'

'
""^^.

and the perfJ; Tf thel VJ^ """"" '" «''' «'Ms

%bt. an? ai:::^st*hrt afnro'f'^rsh'^ '"";
that seemed to darken the skv ThL .

"P""'
quiet, peaeeful eountry laL Lt JlJ"' " '°'"^''

eou,d'n:rtL:rnt::zr:t7T*"^-^^
attention, his blue eyes feed ta aS^ ,' °'™.' '"

officer,; his eyes never lefuie^ KeltT °" °*
and constantly tried to rf»„!l

"*^ ""y "<*'

spectfully an/XtitlyTnd e^^^',"?T" -
i.ead back again and agafn-tr^n^ o^ffit^rb'-'



f,

BELGIUM
sequious, exaggerated respect. All the soldiers did that,
boys and old men—all in terror, all obsequious, the old
fau-ning and cringing even more than the young. . . .

And the young officers strutted carelessly by, striking
their puttees with their cravaches. indifferently acknowl-
edging their salutes.

Just ahead was the little village, and across the road
a barricade of sand bags and stones and wood piled as
high as my head. And thpre was a b"* with a low door,
and from it at our approach there ei.. ^ed a little man
in grey uniform, grey hair, grey eyes and pince-nez, a
mild-mannered little man, introduced as CaptainX

,
who commanded the company stationed at

that post—it was his trenbhes we were to visit. His
little hut had a roof of corrugated iron, with sod on top
of it; inside, a table with a telephone, some books, some
papers, a cot, a washstand, a picture on the wall, a little
stove for cold days. And there and thus he lived.
Near by was another hut, with earth thrown over it;

and the little grey Captain drew back a curtain at its
entrance, revealing soldiers curled up in frowzy bunks,
sleeping heavily after their night in the trenches. And
the air inside was not pleasant.

The road had now become the main street of the vil-
lage and the barricade thrown across it, the Captain
explained, was necessary because the road was in the
direct line of fire from the English trenches. To reach
the German trenches we had to cross the road, edging
close up to the barricade, to the houses on the other side.
The houses were all empty and silent; all the houses in
that poor little town were empty and silent; not a win-
dow was left in one of them, not a door; the walls were
riddled and split by bullets and shrapnel, the bricks

12
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chipped and peppered. On the floors inside were heaps

deserted human habitations, sordid relics of sordidhves ^ag,cally interrupted. left behind by fleeing refu-gees before advancing armies in the autumn. The Ger-

bT^hl ir T*^^ ^'°"^ °"^ h°"«« t° another andbe she tered from the fire. And so we passed on throughone .lent house after another of that deserted y^ge,through gardens overgrou-n M-ith weeds, littered withrubbish, here and there the souvenirs of some formeroccupant, happy, maybe, in his quiet home-a portrait

lously all those sheUs; a little lace curtain blowing outof a window m that sweet morning breeze. It was theabomination of desolation spoken of by the pZhetdepressing in the extreme.
^ Prophet.

denT!r
""^^ """^ *" ""^'"^ ^^^S ^" «'g^*' ««d then sud-

house, at a common table. His head was bound up in a

In oldTr? ^'T '' ''^ ^^ «* *-^-' -^ he worean old faded, threadbare black frock-coat, that madeh^ ridiculous. He had been wounded and w s e^'!valescmg. He was breakfasting on a piece of black

sZ l"T r'"'^
"^* " pocket-knife he was spreadLgsome kind of grease from a tin, and he had a tin cup ofcoffee. At our approach he sprang to his feet, cameto attention, and stood there. Our officers spoke to himwith the condescending sugary kindness that wardensand gaolers display toward imnates of prisons when

visiting and inspecting committees are about. Myriad

iTbreVdrl"^
°'" ^'" *'" "' P"*' '"^ ^'' ^""'^ °^

13
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In the rear of a house, close by an old wall, in an en-

trance cunnmgly conceafed, we descended steps cut in
tfte earth to a narrow trench, six feet deep, scarcely ayard wide hke those dug for water pipes in city streets!and were lost in the labjTinth of the German trenches. Iwas in advance with the monocled Captain, the otherscame on in single file behind, clattering on the wooden
gratings that made a floor for the trenches. And always
overhead those shells, those bullets; the English were
not all at breakfast, surelyl
The trench was cut directly through a graveyard;

on either side I could have laid my hand on a ^avewhere still reposed those ugly, too enduring artScial
flowers m which French cemeteries abound. And therem the centre, high over our heads, was reared a great
Golgotha, a monstrous crucifix, the white body of the

h^Z r,,? "^u"^""
''°''' 'P°"^^ ^8^^ «nd againby black holes where bullets had pierced it. The arms

of the cross were splintered, but there the Christ hung
pitiably in that hail of balls, a great black hole in His
white side with an aspect terribly hmnan-and no onecommented on the dramatic picture and all its fearful,
poignant, iromc implications. We walked on in si-
ience. . . .

Soldiers here and there flattened themselves against
the wall of the trench to let us pass, or blottedW
selves out of sight in little recesses and niches. They
looked more like working-men than soldiers; they wore
only trousers, boots and undershirts. We came from
time to tune to little dug-outs where men were standing
Idly about; and m a place as wide as a cistern some men
were sawmg wood, making grating for the trenches.
The soldiers were silent and very sober. They never

14
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therek« .Me pup chled^jw?T ''"* ""'

tried to firwi i;**i
»«"c«;ion. 1 he soldiers had

^..e^iit?:e"r^tr.r:;

.
*vc got used to It. I neglected after a while
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even to duck my head every time a shell or a ball had
gone over.

There was, too, a sense of order and of cleanliness,
except— loathsome detail—everywhere, over all, there
were crawling flies, millions of them, moving about slug-
gishly, deliberately, along the edges and the walls of the
trenches. On the gratings little green toads were hop-
ping; one, in a strange respect for life, had. to be careful
not to step on them.

That was all—that and a bunch of poppies and vines
overhanging the edges of the trenches where the sand
bags were piled. No one was firing from our trenches;
we saw no killed, no wounded, even. Those men seemed
to have nothing to do with that hail of balls that flew
always just over our heads, the shells, highest, of all de-
scribing great parabolas in the air, which they seemed
to darken almost palpably, like a cloud. That was
imagination, of course; the sun was blazing in a brazen
sky.

The bullets whistled, or sang—that buzzing sound
which nails make when boys throw them sharply through
the air; and the English rifles kept up a fusillade like
fire-crackers, the racket of an old-fashioned Fourth of
July at home; the sunshine added to the similitude, even
if it did make it all garish and unreal, as if it were not
really happening after all. But the eyes of the soldiers
that looked on death always and awaited it—they were
real.

We had been in the trenches for an hour when we
<;ame to a little steel cupola, with a soldier inside, sitting
on a stool, his eyes pressed to a narrow slit like a bar of
brilliant light. He had a telephone at his elbow, and his .

gim. There were periscopes here and there, some of
16
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J'r:r^Lr':^"^^^^^^^^^ °^^- -a .ts of
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'
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BELGIUM
classifying obus that had fallen in their lines, photo-
graphing them, ticketing and labelling them, making
statistics in the slow, methodical German way.
"To show where they were manufactured," as one

of them explained.

I could see new campaigns in the Press, and when a
»ou9-officier drew out some ammunition which he de-
clared indignantly to be American, von der Lancken
hastily exclaimed:

"Put that away, you fool; don't show it now I"

Then we must inspect a swimming-pool, hidden away
in the woods with spring-boards standing out over the
water and a high board fence around it. Further on
through the fields and woods there was an old farm
house, long since abandoned by its occupants, and occu:
pied as headquarters by a German battalion. The sol-

diers were cultivating a little vegetable-garden in the
courtyard and peacefully raising chickens; in the
kitchen with its great stove there was a desk at which a
soldier was sitting at a telephone, and there was a piano.

Thus through the woods we gained the motor, and so
past those ruined chateaux, those white fa9ades cribUe*
by balls, past those fields where the flowers were blowing
in the sunshine, we came again to the dusty suburbs
of Lille—and must stop to visit a factory to see soldiers
making nails. A nail is a nail, and I had seen nails, and
once having grasped the principle as Thoreau said, I
could see no reason for indefinitely multiplying the in-
stances, but we visited the nail factory.

When we reached our hotel and stopped there to wait
for another car to join us, a funeral procession was pass-
ing; a man was carrying a crucifix at its head and a
priest in robes was reading his prayers; then, a poor
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I

UNDEB FIXE

We had been joined by the father-in-kw of one of
the officers, an old German civilian with a long grey
beard that covered his breast. He had been a soldier in
the war of 1870; was then engaged in business in Ham-
burg, and was on his annual holiday. He explained to
me that he had fwmd himself in need of rest, and knew
no better way to spend his vacation than by visiting the
front.

Von der Lancken, Villalobar, and I mounted into the
motor of the Crown Prince and our young Captain—he
of the broad jaw and the short moustache, was at the
wheel. He drove that car like a demon, whirling and
dashing and swerving through the streets, shouting to
people to get out of his way, and so on to the road and
through the villages of Siglin and Carvin on the wa/io
Lens and the French front.

The memory of the haggard villages, with that be-
draggled, unkempt air which the occupation gave them,
that palpable layer of dirt, those sad women liftmg their
Weary eyes in languid interest as we passed, those ragged
children seeing only the superficial glamour of the mili-
tary spectacle, those soldiers in dirty grey, those swank-
ing officers and conspicuous salutes—it can never leave
me. It was good to get out onto the highway again, in
the sunlight, with the harvests ripe in the fields on either
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£yond into.t:X-for o^"' """"f *' "'™ »"•netery—for of course, after the factory.
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one mutt vi«t the cemetery. There, at the entrance of
the cemetery, where in the bUsing sun lay dotely hud-
dled gravel, decorated with artificial flowen, croiaes of
wood or of iron ornamented with photographi and other
mementoes of the deceased, was a monument that had
been erected to the citizens of Lens that had fallen in
the war of 1870, and already there were the new graves
of those other heroes who had fallen in this latest war.
But they took us there not to see so much the French

as the German cemetery. The Germans had acquired
a plot of ground adjoining the French cemetery and
therein were buried, with German regularity, the offi-

cers in the centre, in a sacred enclosure by themselves

—

the German soldiers killed in that vicinity. Already
eighteen hundred Germans had been buried there, men
who had fallen in the battles of May and June, and there
was a significant repetition of the same date o»i the
rough wooden crosses over the graves, and the inscrip-
tion "Hier ruht in Gott ..."
Ivy had been planted in the yellow ground, and there

was a colossal angel in stone, heavy, stalwart, muscular,
Teutonic—with a sword in his hands larger than the
sword of Gideon. . . . And immediately adjoining this

space the French were buried, and over the graves the
same little wooden crosses, the same dates, and "Id
repote en pmx . .

."

From the brow of a lofty hill, crowned by a colliery,

its great iron building lifting its gaunt sides high above
the surrounding country, its cupola shattered by a shell,

we looked down into the broad valley. The thunder of
the guns below us was loud; once more we heard the
shriek of the hurtling shells and the sharper rattle of the
artillery over at Notre-Dame de Lorette. Off to our
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Mais c'est tout prhr I said.

The shell h«i expl<Kjed not more Ui« fifty y.^,
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away, and there seemed to be something preposterous
in the fact that it had fallen so close. There had been,
there still was, a great puff of brown smoke, and then
a shower of dirt and stones right there beside us. Then,
the shriek of another shell; it exploded just to our left

and a little ahead of us, much nearer. They were shoot-
ing at us evidently, having seen the two big grey motors
on the exposed hill-top.

"Look out for the third one!" our captain cried.

Look out? How was one to look out? It seemed to
me a most stupid, silly thing to say. We sat there in the
motor and waited. Nobody spoke. I had a confused
recollection of the old superstition of policemen, rail-

road men, and sailors, that catastrophes come in threes.
I was wondering at this, accepting it as a phenomenon at
last confirmed by reality. But in the stillness von der
Lancken was explaining the way gunners find the range,
firing first on one side, then on the other, and then in

the middle—Za fourchette, he said, and striking the
finger of his right hand between the thumb and fore-
finger of his left hand, he illustrated just how the third
shell, for which we were waiting, would strike us. I
waited in a fascination of suspense. There it was—that
shriek, that tearing of heavy cloth. Still the waiting,
the suspense. Then Lancken exclaimed:

"II n'a pas idaUf
It was a dud, as the soldiers say. Then another shell

exploded in front of us in the field, a little closer to the
road. They were finding the range. The Captain at
the wheel was backing his car as fast as he could; he
backed it down near the caissons under cover of the bank.
The shells were exploding all about in that field .ibove
us to the right. The artillery horses were bucking ar.a
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prancing, the gur.ners inlishlv trying to calm them.
On the other sid. of the road .' som-officier in specta-
cles, who had bee i sitting his horse carelessly, shouted
an order m a loud, angry, resentful voice. The gun-
ners remed in their horses, shouted at them, jerked them
about; and the caissons turned, lumbered down the hill,
and disappeared behind the shelter of the vacant houses.We alighted from the moto, . The shells were still
exploding m the field. The officers of our party clam-
bered up the bank to the edge of the field. I climbed up
with them, feeling that I should do as the others did I
was filled with an intense depression-the depression I
suppose, of fear, but I did not wish Villalobar and von
der Lancken and the Captain, just then at least, to know
of this fear. And so I climbed up the bank to the field
to look over toward the Loretta Heights again.
The name stands out in my mind as the most unpor-

tant point m this war. I looked, and it seemed inex-
pressibly foolish and futile and stupid to be standing
there m the field where shells were exploding, tearing
up the earth, and throwing up clouds of dust.
Lancken told us to take the car and to join them at

a group of houses on another road beyond the field, some
distance away. They started on foot, while Villalobar
and 1 got mto the car and were driven by a detour
around the angle of that high field, down a little road
and agam m the direction of the Loretta Heights. We
were on the brow of the range of hills, the triangular
field m which the shells exploded lay to the left of us;
o our right was a row of houses, deserted, with innocent
itte flower gardens before them, there on the brink of
that mfemo. The officers were huddled under the lee of
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the house, peering around the comer of it at the wide
battle. We joined them and took turns at looking at
the artillery duel through the glass; all that we could
see were the faint puffs of smoke from the sheUs, ex-
ploding first on one side, then on the other side, of the
wide valley. We could see no soldiers, only the burst-
ing shells, now over at Loretta Heights, now on our side,
there at the foot of the range of hills, across the invisible
trenches. And so we stood there at the comer of that
house taking turns at the glass, the old man who had
been m the war of 1870 twisting his long white beard in
his fingers, peering now and then out around the comer
of the house, looking over at Loretta Heights, enjoying
his holiday. ...
We could really see no more than we had seen from

the colliery; but I said to myself that I could stay as
long as they could, play the actor with the best of them.
I do not know how long we stood there. The battery
that had fired at us and had come so near to hitting us
was at last, directing its fire in another direction, its
shells were falling elsewhere. . . .

After we got into the motor, and were driving back
into the village, Lancken, twisting about in his little
seat in front of us, said

:

.

"Well, you have had your baptism of fire."

We were racing back through the little town of Li6.
vm. In a dirty and deserted square a band was playing,
an old white-haired conductor leading it, raising his
baton high in the air to salute us as we passed.
After such a morning, after the incidents of the sleep-

less night and the rising at such an unhallowed hour,
we were all tired. We drove to the Hotel de TEurope.
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had a miserable luncheon, and at five—foitf, our time-
started back for Brussels.

We made a detour and stopped for tea in a pretty lit-
tle cottage built in the English style, where some young
officers of aviation were living. The tea proved to be
coffee, and the young officers all very gay. They were
strong, good-looking young chaps of aristocratic fam-
ihes who had taken to aviation, which in our day replaces

Su *'*T^'T
*' *^^ '™*'^ *''»"«*' of *e military service.

They hked the life of the villa, where they lived like a
college fraternity, and they were naively anxious to
have the war go on indefinitely.

"J'esp^e," said one of them, who spoke a little
a rench, que la paix n'e clatera pas!"
He said it seriously, innocent of the charming mot,

the amusmg figure that he had made.
Von der Lancken wished to go around through Aude-

narde, and that involved another detour. We drove
through Roubaix and raced on to Waterloo-not the
historic Waterloo-and then through a village in which
every window and every door was closed and not a soul
abroad. There in the glare of the afternoon sun it was
like a city of the dead, but finally we saw people cau-
tiously peeping at us from behind curtains. There was
one person abroad, a boy in the street, who said they
had to enter their houses at six o'clock. But a little
farther up the road, not a quarter of a mile, the houses
were open, the population loafing pleasantly in the
street—and we knew that we had entered Belgium The
people were aU gazing upward mto the sky, and there,
looking up, we saw an English aviator. As we rolled
along he came after us. For miles and miles he flew aswe rode, much of the time directly over us.

27
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The sun was low. the air was clear and soft, and thewindnuUs extended their graceful arms againsi a sUver

western sky; the low barges on the canal were spreading

tZ ^r'"r'^'
^°' '^' "^^™"« ^'''^' the slende?

trees along the canal were bending like plumes, ever
towards the East, the characteristic mark of the Flem-
ish landscape. It was a lovely evening, and we looked
forward to a restful drive in the peaceful twilight. But
all the while that aviator was flying along with us. Nowand again Harrach would glance up, as would Lancken.
Presently he said: "If he were to drop a bomb on

tuZl^TT' T'^ ^1°"«^ ^^^ "" ^°^ '^^ ^°"r *nd then
urned back and was k,st in the pearly clouds away to
the south. And we drove on in the quiet evening, far.
It seemed from the war. for none of war's ravagefwere
visible m th^t part of Flanders
The spires of Audenarde were showing in the dis-

tance and then suddenly-t^ne panne. Harrach and the
chauffeur got out; but it was no ordinary blowout, orpneu creve—the chassis was broken.
"Rien^ fairer said the chauffeur, shaking his head.

Perhaps he might get the car to Audenarde. three kilo-
meters away He went slowly, picking his way care-

S' 7S" ,

'""''^^' ^^^«'""" ^^"^^^ *»>«t pave the
roads of Belgium.
We crawled along, and finally reached Audenarde.

Harrach got out and was gone a long time. There wasno motor to be had. He found the name of a garageand sent the chauffeur there with the car. In the t^hght we wandered through the Grand'Place and to the

t?r HA^l ^ t^r""'xr'
^"* ™"'^ '^^^^^'^^J' «^«»' than

the Hotel de ViUe m Brussels; then to the little Hotel
28



UNDER FIRE
de la Pomme d'Or, where we ordered supper. While
the supper was being prepared Harrach, who had been
to the garage to see about repairing the car, came in
with a long face.

"Impotsiblet" he reported.

"Pourquoi impossibler asked von der Lancken.
"A cause de lew sale fSte nationale!" he replied.
It was Belgium's national holiday and the Belgians

were observing it, if not in one way, then "n another.
They would not repair a German car. And . . we had
the prospect of spending the night at the Hotel de la
Pomme d'Or—and the valets with our luggage had
gone on from Lille by train to Brussels. We consid-
ered the possibility of sending to Brussels for a motor-
car but that involved passierscheins and all sorts of ar-
rangements, in this instance as difficult for these two
distinguished German officers as for us in ordinary times

;

the motor could not get to Audenarde before morning—
we should gain nothing. Put von der Lancken was
resourceful. He sent Harrach to telephone to Brussels
and order a special train, and then we sat down to a
very good supper.

The yellow-haired Flemish girl who served us wore a
brooch with a photograph in it; she could speak no
French, but Harrach could get along with her in
Flemish..

"Who is that?" asked Harrach.
She threw back her head with pride:
"Beige soldat, meinherr" she said.

"Your sweetheart?" Harrach asked.

"Neen, mijn hroeder."

"But you have a sweetheart?" he persisted.

29
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Jlk zal niemand beminnen duuring de oorlogr she

She was as indomitable as the rest of the BelgiansWe had our dinner and then a bugle in thesS announced the retreat; everybody must be ind^rlT ittJ^after ten-that is. ten, German time.
We left the hotel and walked through the dark andsilent streets, ViUalobar with von der Wken gotg^nahead, Harraeh and I following, talking in Z^Z'

Se tld^LTTn''^
'""""^ ^°"^^- lkesTatu"al

war he hTd h
'2?'"'"^'^ '' '^' ^^^--k of thewar he had been m Florence studying art. He sookeof h.s family, of his wife and chLren, of "s it^ons. of art of the war, of all his inte;ruptei pTnAnd we strolled on in the soft grateful darkSels, wearyafter our long day of excitement.

^

Suddenly in the darkness a crv-

We halted.

old fellow, read our papers, beame suddenly ob^fou,Md showed us the w.y to the station. WhTle "
t

ahatf to wart. Laneken grumbled at the lateness of our
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"Si vout n'aviez pat changi Vheure, nous ne seriotu
poM rentrh ri tard ce »oir" said Villalobar.

The railroad officials—all Germaij, of course—were
saluting right and left. They gave us the waiting-room

;

von der Lancken had them put out the lights and we
stretched out on the cushions with our overcoats over
us. I fell asleep immediately and did not awaken until
they called us to take the train. There were four com-
partments in the train and, tired of each other's presence,
we each took one. I wrapped myself in my overcoat
and stretched myself out on the seat. The train jerked—started. . . .

Some one had opened the door of the carriage and
was shouting:

"Briissel, meinherr."

We were in the Gare du Nord; it was silent and
empty, with that desolate air a railway-station wears in

the night—an impression intensified then because the
Gare had become a Bahnhof. with all the signs in Ger-
man. In the Place Rogier, a cabman was snoozing on
his box, and Villalobar's motor was waiting, the Spanish
flag at the fore. . . . We drove home in the cool morn-
ing air.



Ill

THE 2l8T JULY

When we got back to Brussels from the front it was

\ t1! ?f *^^ *'*^'* ™™°"' ^'^ »* that ViUalobar
and I had been arrested by the Germans and whirledaway m motors, no one knew where. Perhaps the ru-mour m some of its forms related the event to the Bel-
gian national holiday which the Belgians had been cele-
brating that day-celebratinfif it as weU as they could,
considering the disabilities unaer which they lived. Wehad celebrated our own national holiday a little more
than a fortnight before, and the Belgians had added
to the meamng of the day by their felicitations. It had
been an excessively hot day, as the Fourth of July should
be, and its celebration had made a little oasis of liberty
in a desert where liberty just then was unknown. I had
decided against a reception or manifestation of any sort
as, under the circumstances, in bad taste. But we had
raised a new flag, the old having been whipped out by
the winds and, as one might almost say, by the emc^
tions of those long months; and as the lovely emblem
rose and fell m the heavy, humid air and the sunlight
touched its bright colours, it had seemed never so beau-
tiful, never so full of meaning. The Belgians, as I said,
had silently celebrated the day with us. There wad a
telegram from Davignon. on the part of the Belgian
Crovemment at Havre.*

Affairs^

*^^^««"° from Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign
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The iah»u were filled with flowers and all day there

was a constant stream of visitors at the Legation, sign-
ing the book, leaving cards and all sorts of little souve-
nirs expressing felicitation and reconnaissance. Our
flag was on mam a breast with the ivy-leaf. It was
strange that there, away across the sea. the vibrations
of that wild free music of '76 should be felt; yet not.
after all, perhaps, so strange, for the principles of our
revolution are loved in Belgium, whose own principles
are precisely like them, and they were loved passion-
ately then because they were denied and scorned and
crushed down m an epoch when everybody in our west-em world so fondly imagined that political liberty had
been won for mankind.
Burgomaster Lemonnier and the echevim had called,

and M. Lemonnier had made a little speech, very mov-
ing, presenting to my wife a souvenir from the city of
Brussels. And we had the young men of the C.R.B.
at Ravenstem for luncheon, with Villalobar and van
Vollenhoven, and speeches on the lawn afterwards.
When their own nat.onal holiday dawned on the twen-

ty.first of July the Belgians could not celebrate it as
they hadm other years-in that gaiety, that happy spirit
of careless freedom which I had seen in graceful play on
every hand the year before, when we had all gone to Ste.-
Gudule for the Te Deum; indeed they were forbidden

Transmis cite. A I'occasion
rotre ftte nationale vous expri-
mons ainsi qu'au gouvernement
am^ricain vives «lidtations et
sincere gratitude nation beige,—

Dationon.
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to celebrate it nt all, and perhaps that is one reason why
the day, which had such poignant memories for them in

that year of 1015, was marked by such a celebration ai

it had never known before.

For days affichet signed by von Kraewel, the Military

Governor of Brussels, had been on the walls, rigorously

prohibiting any demonstration whatsoever—^meetings,

processions, the display of flags—and threatening with

fine and imprisonment those who disobeyed.' There

was already in force an edict ' forbidding the wearing of

'ARRftTi

Je pr^viens le public que, le SI juiUet 191 S, let dimonatratioM

de tout genre lont express^ment et rigourcusemeiit interditei.

Lea riunioni^ Vj corteges et le pavoiiement dei Edifices publics

et particuliers tombent auui sous I'application de I'lnterdictioii

ei-dessui.

Les contrevenaiita leront pauibles d'une peine d'empriaonnement

de S moia au p'ut at d'une amende pouvant aller jnsqa'4 10,000

mark ou d'une de cea peines k I'excluaion de I'autre.

Bruzellea, le 18 juillet 1919.

Le Gouverneur de Bruxellea, Von Kraewil, Lieutenant-OAaJral.

(Tranalation:)

NoncB

I warn the public that on the Slat July, 1915, demonatrationf of

all kinda are expreaaly and emphatically prohibited.

Aaaembliea, paradea, and the decoration of public and private

buildinga fall alao within the acope of thia prohibition.

The offenders will be liable to puniahment of impriaonment for

not exceeding three montha and a fine not exceeding 10,000 marka,

or one of these two penaltiea to the exduaion of the other.

Bruasela, July 18, 1919.

The Governor of Bruaaela, Von Kraxwil, Lientenant-General.

* ARRfiTi

Quiconqne porte, expoae ou montre en public d'une fa^on proro-

catrice des insignea belgea ou quiconque porte, expoae on nontre
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ribboni or patriotic colours at any time—a prohibitioh
to which Brusseli wit had responded by substituting a
new emblem, the ivy-leaf, and suddenly, as by some
spontaneous impulse, the whole population was wearing
ivy-leaves {le Uerre) the symbol of fidelity, of which
the motto is Je mevrt ot^ je m'attache. "I die where I
cling." Indeed, the whole history of the occupatim
of Belgium is the story of the contest between German
stolidity and brute force and the nimble wit of Brus-
1 els, and if the contest were between wits alone Brus-

en pnblie, mCme d'nne maniire non provocatrice, dei inilgnes
d'antpei payi en gaerre avec I'AIlemagne ou *es allies, eat pauible
d'nne amande de 600 marks an plua ou d'une peine d'empriionne-
ment de 6 emaines an plui. Ces deux peines peuvent auui tin
rfuniea.

Lea contraventioni aeront jug^a par 16a antorit^a on lea trlbn-
nanx militaires allemanda.

Le present arr«t6 entrera en vlgneur le ler jnlllet 1915.
Bmxellea, le 16 jnin 1919.

Le GonTemenr-g6n6ral en Belgiqne,
Baion vok Bimino, 06n6ral-ColoneL

(Tranalation:)

NoncB
Whoerep weara, expoaea, or ahowa in public in a prorocative

faahion Belgian inaignia, or whoever weara, expoaea, or ahowa
in pnblie, even in a manner not provocative, the insignia of other
conntriea at war with Germany or her allies, is liable to a fine of
not more than 600 marks, or to the penalty of imprisonment for not
more than 6 weeka. These two penalties may be applied together.

Infringementa wlU be jndged by the authorities or the German
military tribunals.

Thia notice will go into force the 1st of July, 1915.
Bmasels, June 16, 1915.

The Governor-General in Belgium,
Babon von Bmsino, General-Colonel.
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icii would lonfT lince have won it-a fact that embittered
all the more the German spirit, which had nothing but
the clumsy. ,f temiK,rarily effective, weaponi of fo«e touw. After the prohibition was published every one whoknew Brussels was certain that there would be a celebra-
tion such as Brussels had never known before, and almort
at once the quality of it was foreshadowed in the woH
that went from mouth to mouth saying that inasmuch as
the nation was in mourning its anniversary should be
observed by .solemn display of its grief. Every shop,
every es abl.shment in Brussels, every caU even, should
be closed. Everywhere little hand bills with wide black
borders mysteriously found their way through the city
calling on all to remain indoors, to draw the blinds and
to put up the shutters. And that courageous little jour-
nal the organ of Belgian patriotism. La Libre Belgique
published a notice inviting the people. Catholic and non-'
Catholic, to assemble at Ste.-Gudule on the morning of
the day where m place of the Te Deum that had £en
the expression of the nation's joy. a high Mas. would
be celebrated m this its hour of sorrow.

It was the secret of Polichinelle, of course, and theday before the twenty-first the pseudo newspapers of
Brussels published a statement from the Kommandantur
announcing that the closing of shops would be considered
a demonstration and an infraction of the prohibition.
But the threat had little terror; when the day dawned
all the houses, whether in Vo Quartier Lipoid or in
the Quartier des Marolles. whether in the Avenue Louise
and the boulevards or the Rue Blaes and the Rue Mon-
tagne aux-Herbe Potageres. wore the same sad expres-
sion of silence and desolation. The shades were drawn
at every window, the shutters were up, not a shop any-
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where wm open, even the Hdtel de Ville itself had been
cloied by the patriotic Lemonnier. But the menace
in the newspapers had frightened some of the reataura-
teurt and the keepers of public-houses—a few of them
were open; but a crowd of two hundred persons be-
sieged the Caf6 M^tropole and it closed, three hundred
Bruxellois menaced La Grande Btnicherie and it closed,
and so in turn the Restaurant de la Monnnie. the Tov-
eme Royale, La Lanterne, the Cnfe Cosmopolite, be-
fore these crowds of stout burghers whom the polizei
could not affright, closed their doors, and through their
windows one could see the chairs stacked on the tables.
In all Brussels there remained open only some Ger-
man Bierhauaer and the two hotels that had l)een taken
over for German officers, the Palace and the Astoria.
Xo newspapers were sold, but along the sidewalks wom-
en offered to the passers-by ivy-leaves or pansies, or
white daisies with black hearts, or knots of crCpe and
combinations of red and yellow flowers which, against
the black of the formal frock coats which the bourgeois
were wearing as though it were Sunday, composed the
national colours. This gave to the streets an aspect that
was not wholly one of mourning; some of the people
became exuberant in the Belgian way—bantering, jov-
ial, ahnost in the spirit of the old Flemish kermia. Ger-
man troops paraded the streets and dragged mitrail-
leuaes after them, but the crowd was calm and gave the
invaders no excuse for using their weapons.
My wife, driving by chance down the Rue Neuve,

in the lower town, found it crowded from wall to wall,
and the flag on the motor moved the crowd to cheers
that made her fear she might be the centre of an "in-
cident." Men took off their hats and waved them and
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shouted again and again, "Five I'AmMquer AU day
long the crowds poured through the Place des Martyrs,
each person bringing flowers, many of them by arm-
fuls—violets, roses, carnations, wreaths of ivy, leaves
knotted with crSpe—and threw them into the crypt
about Geefe's statue of Belgium—the crypt where sleep
the heroes of those September days in 1880 when Bel-
gium won her independence. They heaped flowers on
the statue of Frederic de Merode, and the German po-
lice stood about, disconcerted, out of countenance, not
knowing what to do.

But it was in an essentially solemn spirit that the
day was celebrated: in all the parishes of Brussels the
churches, which, throughout the occupation were to the
hunted and oppressed as asylums of patriotism, were
filled from early morning, and at ten o'clock, in the old
Collegiale Sts.-Michel and Gudule—to give its proper
name to what is so often erroneously called the Cathedral
of Ste-Gudule, one more affecting and historic scene
was added to the long series of manifestations of the
hopes and despairs and triumphs of man that had been
unrolled on that majestic scene. The old church was
crowded to every comer of nave and transept. The
Mass was celebrated by M. Remes, Cure of St. Nicho-
las. The Nonce himself was in the choir. The high
Mass was finished, and the celebrant from the twinkling
altar had just lifted the monstrance over the throngs
that knelt in the light that was softened by the stained
glass of the ancient windows, and had given the solemn
benediction when the first strains of "La Bracon9onne"
rolled softly from the great organ in the loft. The
people listened in a strained silence; the organist was
playing softly, but when he had played the hymn
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once he played it again, this time with the full organ, un-
til its strains rolled and reverberated and resounded like

prophetic thunder from the vaulting upheld by those
lofty pillars. The crowd, unable longer to control itself

even in that majestic place, burst forth with cries of
"ViveleRoit Five la Belgiquer The people mounted
the chairs on which they had been kneeling, crying this

again and again, then demanding that "La Braban-
9onne" be played once more. It was played, and again,
and for the fourth time, the organist played it; and this
time the people sang it, and when at the end they came to
the words "Le Roi, la hn. la Uhertir it was a whole
vast congregation standing with transfigured, uplifted
faces, down which rained the pent-up tears of all the
woes, all the anguish, all the injustice they had borne.
They wept aloud and flung up their hands and shouted
the words with voices broken by emotion, and finally
they shouted them with defiance, crying again and again,
"Vive le Roil Five la Belgique! Five la LibeHir
When J , who was there, told me of it all his

own eyes were moist and his voice trembled again with
the emotion that had choked it on that morning.
"Do you think a people like that can be conquered?"

he asked.

The Grermans had sent a company of infantry at noon
to the Place Rogier before the Gare du Nord, there
before the Palace Hotel, to scatter the crowds. The
soldiers tried to keep the Rue Neuve open, and at the
Place de Brouckere a cpmpany of the grey-coated sol-

diers were formed on the steps of the Monument Ans-
pach in a picturesque pyramid. But there were no se-
rious collision!! and toward evening the German feeling
was expressed with all the petulance of a child when
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suddenly the walls seemed to bloom, as it were with

. i'*««-dfcA.,*ordermg.llthose;estai^Xi>ubt
houses caf^s cinemas, that had been closed aU dlyW-to close. And thus the day ended in a peal of Bmf^Is laughter. La Libre Belgigue in its followmg nZ^ber. giving an account of these events, said, speakingof the German authorities:

F^ismg

"Again they grossly deceive themselves. Not only

hi %"t."'^''*'**'°"
''^' P'"^' »»"* •* had the am7tude and the importance that constituted for Generalvon Bissing and also for the Pan Germans, who weinaively felicitating themselves on having alr;ady eapti!

i-n the f:
'° T^" "' *^ ^^^«'«"«' ' -soundingTp

those who. following the example of the Brussels corre^spondent of the G.^aZ Anzei,er, do not ceas:tZZage the possibility of an understanding between the Bel-gians and their execrated oppressors."
The French national holiday, the fourteenth of July,had been observed by a closing of shops, and now. aftS

*Av«

NoTICC ,The hotels restaurants, breweries, beer gardens, caf& and

ning, German time, in the agglomeration of Brussels
iSrussels, July 21, igig. %

The Commandant, Bahon von Stachw,«, Colonel
40
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the celebration of the twenty-first, it was rumoured thatanother amuversa^r of a sinister significance in Bel^history-the fourth of August-would also be obselfeT

-w; ''"'\'.T*^'
'^^^^h^r «t«e hand bill was paTed

But there was an a^che » forbidding the people toassemble, to wear insignia, to make demonstrS^ or

^!::!!Z5:.^^^^!!!!!^^ '^' amiiversar^ of

4 ^oJTr'A" ^P"^'"°" ^' I'agglomcration bruxellr',e que le

xous les rassemblements seront disnero^a .on. _'
!• force armfe. .

'"'Pew^s sans menagement par

En outre, j'ordonne me, le 4 aofit f«... i—
le« c.«», restaurants ta'verne! ihT, I

»•«"«". «in»i que

Bmxelles, le ler aofit 1915

Notice
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the beginning of the war between Gennany and Bel-
gium. Everybody was to be indoors by eight o'clock
that night, Belgian time, and all shops were to be kept
open during the day. And there was a penalty for dis-
obedience—five years in Germany and ten thousand
marks fine. Such was to be the punishment for the quiet,
significant celebration of the twenty-first of July.
The fourth of August passed quietly, but the Belgians

had their revenge—all over the city men were wearing as
houtonmhea little scraps of paper, recalling the famous
phrase by which von Bethmann-HoUweg had character-
ized the treaties that he had torn up that day a year
before. It was chiefly in the Quartier Marollien that
this example of the irrepressible zwanze hrvateUoi$e was
to be seen. And the zfwanzeurs paid the penalty: two
streets in the quartier. the Rue de I'Escalier and the Rue
du Dam, were ordered closed, shut oflT from the rest of

AU aasemblies wijl be dispersed without distinction by the armed
forces.

Furthermore, I order that on August 4 aU stores, including
caf&, restaurants, taverns, theatres, cinemas, and other establish-
ments of a similar nature, be closed at 8 o'clock in the evening
(German time). After 9 o'clock in the evening (German time),
only those persons having a special and written authorisation ema-
nating from a German authority will be able to travel or to circu-
late in the streets.

The offenders will be punished either by a penalty of imprisoa-
ment for not more than 3 years and a fine of not more than 10,000
marks, or by one of these two penalties to tiie exclusion of the
other.

The stores and establishments named above which, as a mani-
festation, are closed during the day of August 4, will remain closed
during a rather long period.

Brussels, August 1st, 1913.

The Governor of Brussels, Von Kbakwei^ Lieutenant-GeneraL
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the dty, and for a fortnight the denizens of those two
rather lively thoroughfares sang "La Braban^onne" all

night behind their closed shutters.*

• Use Communication Officibllk

Anx habitants de la rue de I'Escalier et de la rue dn Dam:
Je vous communique la traduction d'un extrait d'une lettre que

je viens de recevoir de lantorit^ allemande.

J'attire votre attention sur les sanctions annonc^es contre ceux
qui conircviendraient aux mesures ordonndes par le gouvemement
militaire allemand.

V Bruxelles, le 9 aoiit 1913.
An College 6chevinal de Bruxelles:

... Si mSme je veux reconnaitre que I'administration de la Ville
s'est efforc^ k faire appliquer, le 4 de ce mois, par ses orgaiies,
les mesures prescrites, U reste cependant subsister le fait que, dans
deux rues, des indiv' 'us isol^s ont tenu d'une mani^re demonstrative
one grossi^re -coi. k I'egard des patrouilles allemandes.

II est A regretter les coupables individuellement n'aient pu
fitre dfeouverU; par suite, il ne me reste qu'4 prendre des mesures
contre les rues dont s'agit dans lesquelles des &ari. t iti commis.
En consequence, j'arrete ce qui suit en ce qui conceme les deux

rues de I'Escalier et du Dam:
A parUr du lun'dl 9 de ce mois et pour la durfc de quatone jours,

c est-4-dire jusqu'au ii de ce mois inclusivement:
(A) Toutes les maisons de commerce et tons les catia seront

ferm& a partir du 7 heures du soir (heure allemande).
(B) A partir de 9 heures du soir (heure allemande) personne ne

pourra se trouvcr hors de sa maison sur la rue. Depuis cette
heure, toutes les fenetres donnant sur la rue devront etre ferm^es.

II incombe k la Ville de communiquer ce qui precede aux habitants
de ces rues, d'appliquer les mesurej precit^es et d'exercer, pour
1 observance de celles-ci, une severe surveillance.

Aussi je voue prie de faire en sorte que ces rues soient suffisam-
mrat eclair^es jusqu'i 11 heures du soir (heure allemande).
En outre, je ferai inspecter ces rues par des patrouilles alle-
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BELGIUM
And again we had evidence of this fact, to which I

have already referred—that there was nothing too insig-
nificant for the Germans to notice. Once set out on
mandei. S'il .e produi8.it. k cette occasion, de nouveaoz icarU
contre le. patroniUe. allemande., ces derniires feraient luase de
lenn armea. "

Avec haute consideration distingnfe.

(Sign^) VoN Khakwel, Gouverneur de Bruxellei
(Translation:)

Ak OrPICIAI, CoifHDNICATION
To the inhabitant, of the rue de TEscalier and the rue du Dam:
I transmit to you the translation of an extract from a letter

which I have just received from the German authority.
I «»" you' attention to the p,jnalty prescribed for those who

violate the measures ordered by the German military government.

T« !.- r 11 i, « 1.

Brussels, August 9, 191«.To the College of Echevins of Brussels:

JJ ' " '^^"^^ }
''^'^ *" "~»°'" *'••* *•»« City was forced toapply, o» the 4th of this month, through its departmenU, themeasures prescribed, the fact remains that in two streets some iso-lated individuals committed, in a demonstrative manner, a gross

violation in the sight of the German patrols.
^

not^*hi'i°
^ T'"u"*

** *^' «""*y P"«" individuaUy couldnot be discovered; therefore it remains for me to take measuresagainst the streeU concerned, in which the misconductt.^e
de?iic::'/;„'i;::r*'^'""^^^^^

of^f^"* ."^"""^"r
'""^ ^'^ "^ *''" "«'"*' ""d during a period

Lcwtr ''' *""* '' *" '"' ""*" "-^ ''^' "^ ^^ -nth,

oVwi
A" «»>"°«s houses and all caf^s will be closed after 7o clock m the evening (German time).

one wU be allowed outside of his house in the street. After thishour all windows facing on the street must be closed.
It .s the duty of the City to communicate the preceding to the
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an impoMible and endless chase, they hunted down everynimou^evenr statement that did not please them. triSto correct eveiy unpression that was not to their I king.They were of the puerile mentality of those obscure "n

Saf "Joh "n *°
r'"'**

•" "^^«P-P-» »"^ no-
tices as, John Doe, of 416 First Street, wishes it tobe understood that he is not the John Do^ arrested for

aTcIlitTrjT'''^
^^^"'"^•" ^- Bissing published

PoZW fr^"^
'°"" '^"y *^»* E- AlexanderPowell had written and printed in a book; he publishedanother denying a statement to the effect that the Ger-mans had removed the bronze lion from the mound thatmarks the battlefield of Waterloo, though, as I old

the hon. It would have been in the interests of art. if

twL.T'^t:^'^"^ ^^^ "°* ^'^^^' necessarily, ai;.thing to do with art-had the mound itself been kveledwith the earth of which it was made
The young men of the C.R.B. were often the wit-

nesses and sometimes the victims of exhibitions of this

theTudfo-T'^"^"'^^"* ^" ''' *** pertained tbthe judicia ascertamment of facts, to the administra-
tion of justice The Germans revealed the same notion
^L!!!J!;?!li!lgifij^^ «"d termagants display in

IT Tl observance of them, a severe watch.

»nHr?', .^V*!"
*" "' ** *'''=" ''*'«'^*» "e snfficienUy lightedunhl 11 o clock, in the evening (German time).

*

patrols. If there should occur, on this occasion, renewed outWs^ against the German patrols, these last would ralllr;
With high and distinguished consideration,

(Signed) VON Khaewel, Governor of Brussels.
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BELGIUM
neighborhood quamk and in petty trials before jus-
bees of the peace. Two of our Amerieans. Messrs.
Stevens and Gaylor, delegates of the C.R.B. at St.-
Quentin, in the north of France, had an enlightening
experience of the sort. An English soldier who had
been m hiding in the north of France was captured
and a diary found on him. The diary contained an entry
Mying, "I hear there are two Americans in town and I
wish I could see them, for I am sure they would help
me." The Germans, on the strength of this evidence,
to them perfectly admissible and convincing, threatened
to arrest Stevens and Gaylor, insisting that this proved
collusion on their part with the Englishman, and the
young men could not convince the Germans that they
could not be bound by unsupported statements of a
third person so long as no ground had been laid to show
a connection between him and them.
Mr. Casper Whitney, the writer and explorer, another

of the delegates of the C.R.B., had an experience even
more striking. One day, while driving in a motor with
Mr. Lytic, likewise a delegate, a German ofBcer, dash-
ing around a comer in a viUage down in Luxembourg,
came violently into collision with the C.R.B. car. No
one, fortunately, was hurt, but the officer flew into a
rage, had the two men arrested, and there was eventually
an mquiry conducted by the German Governor of the
Province. The report of the Governor himself shows the
German attitude and mentality, and the amazing char-
acter of the whole remarkable proceeding, better than I
could possibly do it, and I give extracts from it:

"If Oberlt Wessel did not, to begin with." says the
Cxerman statement—in what I think was BuUe's trans-
lation into English, and I give it as it was made—"re-
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ome Ae two gentlemen of the C.R.B. in a manner a. is

l^^ f*"'
""^ '"""*''* °" '^' "^ °' *»»« German

iSSlTil "•!; '"^""* °' ^''- Ly*»«'« induct. Theofficer had a right to expect that Mr. Lytle's at itude
«>• J«n.or. would be more modest and polite T^'conduct of this gentleman was assuming «d Ws attt

lSlLtr2ch?r*''
"'"^ »P-'^"/»>oth handst

«

uJ^f f'^*'^
^" statement of complaint, makesuse of expressions which the Govermient ;an noa^t m correspondence between educated men Mr

Wn!n-^
^'*"'^ *'*' "^^^ *•* *»»« accident only

iSS "'ZT °'f '^'"P^'^^^y' °^ *»»« German
cfiauffeur. These remarks are offensive toward theGerman officer and the German chauffeur. iSaskyou to request Mr. Lytle to immediately pres«^^ Ws

oAer™ I should, to my regret, be obliged to proiSagamst hmi for insult."
proceea

Just what light all this could throw on the question
0^

responsibibty for the collision it would be diSt to

m? r!fl^- ^'"'^ °^ *^' '^«^ '"*« ^W* he flew, and

Nor^t^ ' •''*"r
*^''^^°^^ *° ^« overlooked.Nor did the German authorities see anything unusual

JJJs^, donbtle,,; in the French sense, eq.m^:!;;^^^;;^:;;;;;
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BELGIUM
mthe fact that the Kreiachef, when the matter was
brought before him by Oberlt Wesael. iiuisted that the
two American, speak to him in German, a lanffuaoe
neither of them understood.

It was not an uncommon thing, indeed, for them to
ujsist on this being done—unless one were an ExceUenx
and had authority or dignity enough to overpower them,
as ViUalobar did one day. A German officer began
shouting at him in German, but the Marquis said:
"Pardon, Monmeur; je ne peux pat voua comprendre;

parlez lentement, poUment et en franfau."
An officer said to me one day—though in French and,

as he supposed, poUment-^tha,t English was but a dia-
lect of German. There are, of course many German
words m our language; for instance, all or many of the
words that relate to the kitchen, to the barnyard, and to
the servants' quarters are German in origin, while
aU words that relate to the ,ahn and to the life
above stairs we got from the French. Germans say

7{?;5: """f^" "^'"^-f^" ^" as we say "flesh."
calf, sheep." But in the dining room we say "beef"
(bamf), "veal" (veau), and "mutton" (mmton). One
might go on indefinitely, or one might if one were a
comparative philologist and were not too weary of
tlie subject—like most such subjects futile after all.
But while on the experiences of the delegates of the

C.R.B. I may as weU add an incident that came under
the notice of Mr. Bowden, the delegate at Longwy. He
had been living in a chateau down there belonging to a
French manufacturer. This Frenchman had a factory,
a steel miU of some sort, and the Germans insisted that
he operate it. He said he had no fuel and they sold
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him • hundred tons of coal, for which they made him
pay cath. Then the next day they requisitioned the
hundred tons of coal, took it away-and gave him a
ban for iU
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Mkanwhilb we were having a more important dig-
play of the German mentality in the notes on the Lusi-
tania case, and indeed on the whole submarine contro-
versy, that ran like a serial through aU the troubled
months of that summer. We could only read them, of
course, and marvel at them and live on from day to day
wondering when the war that we felt to be so inev-
itable would come. The experience repeated on its own
gigantic scale the smaller experiences we were having,
in which the deeds were so at variance with the discus-
sions that pretended to regulate them. I would read
the Nteuxoe EotterdamKhe Courant at evening and
think the whole controversy settled, and Gibson in the
monung would come in and say:
"Well, they've blown up another ship."
Thus we lived through the incidents of the Hetperian,

and of the Arabic—vfith our trunks packed.
The whole of Germany, as we were coming to un-

derstand it, was revealed in those notes. The explana-
tion was simple. The notes were written by the civil
Government, and the ships were blown up by the mili-
tary: the military was not, as in our western system, a
weapon of the civil power, an arm in the hand of Gov-
ernment; the civil power was a rudimentary organ,
tolerated for the sake of appearances by the military
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LITTLE TRAGEDIES
cabd. which WM the ruling power and the real govern-
ment.

Thete notes were, however, u not every one at the

that wa. being tried before the jury of civilization and
the judgei of history, and it was a matter of pride that
our cause was pleaded by a President who, ahnost with-

? Jl *f?^.
"*"*** *"P ^''^ ^'""-n ^ords of the very

last of their pretensions and expose their speciousness.
their unmature, inconsequential, and immaterial state-
ments, so that even then the issues were joined and

tfirrj^r T
^ • J"^«"«^nt on the pleadings. While

i^LwTT- *""* **"" ^'"" ^^"^' proceeding from
widely diffenng sources, practically unite in the same
rules of evidence, the Germans seemed to be wholly
Ignorant of such rules-at least they disregarded them.We were constantly having, on a smaller scale, experi-
ences that were identical

: the civil officers would promise
one thing, the military would straightway do another;and what was more astonishing, they seemed to see
nothing extraordinary in such inconsistency; "Me»neurs

the shoulders~and that was a reason and an argument.The German mentality indeed offered a psychological
phenomenon that was baffling to the most profound
study, and the Belgians had daily examples of it. For
mstance when the city fathers of Louvain began to
discuss the rebuilding of the portions of the city thathad been destroyed, and Brussels architects submitted
plans. German architects submitted plans, too. with the
price of what they delicately called the 'S blic im-
provement" indicated, and the German architects were
wholly unaware that their taste in ethics was as bad
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c^rr* WW r^"*""'"*
"^ ^''™'^" archit^ts to re-construct what German soldiers had so wantonly ^-

chickens m order to save food Bnf ho™, i. , ,

m;n!? K- i *' '"''""y chi^racterist;. of the Germanmmd which, so exceedingly keen in many wayHan
thltsTs?:? *ofrl*"°

tc^ther-dis ^^ofZ
J.^^^ t ' .*^'' *^'"«^ ** *»>« same time. Thevwould have a commission on eggs composed of thirtyS

^Z ^'t''°''^
*"^ '^^y ™Jd make an inWca estudy; and another commission, of Herr Dokfm.?

hens, and all sorts of statistics, but they w^utd f^^^ t^note the relation between hens and eggs
'^ *°

Going down the Rue de la Madeleine those summer

CAFE DES . . .and then a blank. It had been the "Cafe des Allies" inthe early days of the war. but the Germans order^ the

gian cleverness, simply erased the word "Allies" and

nll'T^'
'^"^ ''^'^'-^P^" ^'^ ^«/^ had an ex aord^nary advertisement and such a voinie as he hJ^I

dreamed of when at first he hadZ fllnld his ^l^
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LITTLE TRAGEDIES
°""*. ^* ^"^ **"* another instance of that incompar-
able mabihty to understand aU things that have to do
with the mystery of human nature; they were myopic of
soul as of vision, seeing nothing beyond their pur-bhnd eyes-and they could not understand why the
Belgians did not like them, and actually complained, asI fear I have said, or shaU say. more than once, that
they were not more cordially received.
When the Germans arrived at Marchienne-au-Pont.

near Charleroi. they made an investigation as to the
status of the Garde Civique of the vicinity. The Ober-Kommandant had an officer of the Garde Civique called
before him, and with him inspected the barracks. All
tte ams were t. aed over to the Germans, and a nmn-

'A fif . !?" ^"*"^««s. but the Ober-Kommandant
said that these were not dangerous, and of no use to theGerman army, and left them where he found them. Sev-
eral months afterwards the Ober-Kommandant was re-
placed by another officer, who one morning called the
officer of the Garde Civique and reproached him with
having, m spite of all orders, kept munitions. The
officer explained to him that they were blank cartridges,
formerly used for exercises, and repeated what the fost
Kommandant had said. "Then." said the German, "the
Kommandant made a mistake; he failed in his duty and
will he punished." Whether the Kommandant who
seemed to be so reasonable was punished or not I can
not say. but the officer of the Garde Civique was sent
to prison for three months. That would have seemed
to be sufficient injustice, or enough bad luck, for one
time, but no; while the officer was in prison a fire broke
out ,n his home, and his pigeons flew away from the
colombter. which was burning, and he was condemned
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BELGIUM
to pay a fine-because it had been forbidden to aUow
pigeons to flyl

The pigeons in Belgium, indeed, had almost as hard a
tmie of It as the people themselves. At NiveUes a poorman had some earner pigeons and the Belgian love forthem But he had no food for them and so was obliged
to kill them. He cut off their heads, and these his^dren ranged along a window siU, and underneath^te Marts p<m- la Patrie/' The Germans saw the
little heads and the mscription-and the man was sent
for fifteen days to the Kommandantur, and fined two
hundred francs.

There was literally no end to the incidents of injus-
tice and cruelty. For ins^nce, I was told, on what
seemed to be mdisputable authority, that the Germans
visited a stock farm, one of the most famous in Bel-gium took SIX or seven stallions and turned them intoa paddock toother to see them fight; and afterwards
some of the officers hamstrung the stallions with their
sabres—wantonly, with loud guffaws.

«if1^1/^*
*^.^ ^?'*^^*'' °^ *^ ^•^•^•' ^»>« ^ere always

with officers m the north of France, used to tell us how,
with this brutality, the young German officers, or manyof them, were strangely effeminat^that they aU had,
for mstance, delicate toilet articles, like those that wom-
en use, and that they had them in profusion. It may be
there was something pathologic in it aU, and that the
scientists would see in the two instances a consistency
instead of what appears to be an inconsistency. Itwas a common sight in the country to see soldiers, their

- guns slung on their backs, bending by the roadside pick-mg wild flowers.

Those pigeons were not the only animals that were
54
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sacrificed. I had a friend, the most charming of coun-

try gentlemen, who had the finest pack of fox-hounds
in Belgium ; he had been M.F.H. for many years. There
were more than a hundred of the noble dogs, the result

of years of careful breeding. But food was growing
scarce, and the peasants near the master's chateau were
complaining of the feeding of dogs while they themselves

were so limited as to food. And so he sacrificed the

poor beasts. He made a sad ceremony of it—^gave them
their last supper, the best he could provide, photo-
graphed them as they enjoyed it, then had them put
painlessly to death. Poor old hunter I He was quite

broken up over the tragedy of it! Another pack of
beagles was taken off to Germany, in that systematic

stealing that went on until Belgium was stripped bare,

with all the breeds of her horses and her dogs destroyed

or transplanted.

But there were darker tragedies; there were artists

who committed suicide, and insanity was on the increase.

We received at the Legation quantities of letters from
people who had evidently gone mad. And a friend of

mine rescued, just as they had turned on the gas to

asphyxiate themselves, an artist and his wife, who had
nothing more to eat, and were too proud to let their

condition become known. Dr. van Dyke had entrusted

to me a fund raised by the Authors' Club of New York
for the relief of needy artists, and with the advice of
certain friends in Brussels, it was, I think, so wisely

bestowed that many a painter and sculptor and writer

was saved from despair.

It is one of the inscrutable mysteries of life that it

should be so cruel, and it is appalling to dwell on the

extent of cruelty to animals that goes on constantly
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BELGIUM

SutBeuTa5%r''"S'
^veiy moving, down the

Thl h'
^'"^.^ ^ the a6a«o.r or seized by the GermanTThe horses had long since disappeared; no one ever sawthem any more save m the hands of the Germans. The

I r" TZ ^"'^ ^'^'^ '^^^^'^«' "^•^'h ^"<*d«"Iy enjoyeda remarkable renaissance as a means of locomotion, untiltbe Germans requisitioned them, too, and then therewere no vehicles left in the streets, sa^ the 1 ttfe ponT
carts that went jmgling along the boulevards onTZ
?o rr^,>°™'^'

*^' ^°^' *^^ P^'^^ ^«« too«^for any mihtary purpose. '

W^f^v^r'**'^^"^"''''*^- Theymustberegu-

wf*f ?^ c"
Governor-General, by an affiche, for-bade the Boy Scouts to assemble or to march i^the Bois,« tiiey had always done-bright pictures in the fores

Tust str 'T^r°'
""^ "-l^erehiefs; but now this

n If?' *^'^ r** "° ^°"««^ «o forth in bands.It was done, no doubt, partly to repress the national
spirit, which, I suppose, found some expression in tZepromenades, but there was the passion to regjfate to

^oXT?'^^^' ^"^"^"^' ^«—
'
the^G^rLn

l7l T.l'^^^r- '^r^^
eostumes-they did not havethe cA,c of the Belgian boys-were marehing on Sundaysin the forest singing German songs

:

^

D«R GCTI Kamkrad
Ich hat ein' KiAneraden.
Einen bessern findst da nicht
Die Trommel schlung sum Streite,
Er ging an meiner Seite

In gleichem Schritt und Tritt
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LITTLE TRAGEDIES
Ein kugel kam geflogen.
Gilt es mir, oder gilt es dir?
Ihn bat es weggerissen,

' Er ) egt mir von dcr Fussen,
A\» war's ein Stiick von mir.

WiU mir die Hand noch reichen,
Derweil ich eben lad';

Kann dir die Hand nicht geben,
Bleib, du im ew'gen Lebcn
Mein guter Kamerad.

t"y but dvuLs Tl^ ?! r""'^'"™.
not only rnili-

g«»P». indubitably Gernl^nTbe^2^ '^fVMd, on Sunday after„„„„, \^^ meTL.T.^L'^ i"most a, much German as r™ch IndtT*!. ,1"
«. „ume,«„a finally that tJ^ e«a'rf .*

It''
^7'

that wTLrL irs:
""" '"'° *^™'"'' «' '«"•

vested of its com^ations
"'"' '"*' ''

It was estimated that there were fifteen thousand Ger^
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BELGIUM
man civilians in Brussels, of whom six thousand were
spies. I have no way of verifying the figures, of course,
but we were always hearing of the trouble and pain
they caused, and of their unconscionable exactions. I
knew of a family who were literally driven out of their
apartment by a German family that came to live in the
same building with them; the German family preferred
the apartment in which the family of which I write was
living, and by a series of petty persecutions forced them
to leave. They had no redress, because the Komman-
dantur would punish any Belgian on the bare complaint
of a German.

,

Again, there was a certain pension kept by a Belgian
'

and his wife, an Alsatian woman. German officers came
to the pension, insisted on boarding there, and brought
their mistresses with them; whereupon all the other in-
mates of the pension and all the servants left. The poor
man and his wife could find no Belgian servants to work
for them, and they had to do all the work and serve the
officers and their companions; and when the mistress of
the ranking officer, whose whimsical exactions and de-
baucheries had given the wife of the proprietor no end
of trouble and caused no end of scandal in the neigh-
bourhood, had a quarrel and left, the officer refused to
pay the bill for her board.

I knew of a man who, boarding a tram one day at
the Bourse, gave the receiver one of the little paper
francs that were in circulation in Brussels at that time.
When the receiver gave him in change some German
pfennigs the passenger replied:

"I paid you in Belgian money, and you give me back
pfennigs; I don't know what to do with that dirty
money."
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"What did you say, sir?"

ing to youT'*^^"*
*° *^' '"'*""'' ^'' ^ "" "^* »P«-t.

UD^llft'tSr
^"^

?^f.*^" """ ^ *^« ^^* f«Jt hat got

t^r ^J:' *r~*. ^^ """' ^^^'^ *° *he Kommandan-tur and sent to prison at St.-GiIIes
Indeed, when the year had rolled round, and the anni-versary of that fourth of August came again it was ^olonger tije old Brussels, though we Ioved!t a" th^re

rn:ittiT:\l^t^:;:--f^^^^
»-i.;„i 11 "o « » new nat or a new style: manv•rbdes could scMcely be procured at dl-sLp ZftbruAe. m«,y medicines, eig«*,ta; ^ S,^^
S':^t?ore 1"^ " «

"" '"" *^- "^"-^to cost before the war. Butter was difficult to obtain«.d the f«„ou, poulel, de Brunette, were di,appe„tag

were de«rted. w.th no animation in them- peonle

little more shabby, a little more threadbare evervdLAt every block U,ere was a «,uad or a c^mp n7ofl^e

„.,?'^
"' """M be awakened in the momina at five

st^ C" ™*;' '"•^ '"''» ™ «» roughfv paved

rollmg nearer and nearer in a loud insistent beat brXnnow^d then as the feet lost step, then caugM up ^a™»d,t c^e onwithabrutal crescendo, loude* anTS'-ore and more men«=ing, until it was a veritable Znl
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BELGIUM
der. It seemed as though it had been one of the care-ft% calculated effects of FurcAf«./icM«V. OfienZrwere smgmg their dull, heavy, lugubrious hymn.^
sometimes, though I suppose it is nS^a hymn.^c^Vn
etnPru,seundxviUeinPru»se,ein."
The Germans, indeed, of themselves were enough tochange the aspect as well as the atmosphere of t^e ci^

nearZ K ll!*'^"
:,*^'^ ^''^ ^^'^^^^^^ '*» 'Artistic ap-pearance by the evidences of their own taste. They had

bu.lt everywhere kiosks for the vendors of Gem^
newspapers and publications-hideous things of brillia^
odours; and they set up everywhere the sentry boxespamted m stnpes with garish' black, white andL. like
m^^strous barber-shop signs. And there were Geman
signs and German publications for sale

iZ^irT'^l^ ^"'' '^'^^^ *° *^* ^»«- The atroc-
ities of the soldiers committed in the early weeks of
the war were not worse than those other Machiavellian
or Borgian crimes they were committing then-the at-tempts at slow poisoning and corruption of the mindsof tiiose they would enslave. There was no press, noposts no communications, no liberty whatever. Every
one of the rights enmnerated in the charters of Englishand ^encan liberty, and in the French Rights of Man.were denied. Those are years I do not like to look backupon; I do not know how I lived through them. And
1 was the most privileged man in Belgium
One day we overheard a servant at a doorway in theRue Bellmrd. near the Legation, ask an old woman if

she had been caught in the rain of the morning, and thepoor creature replied:
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"Non j'n vite cmru, tellement i'aims veur au'il «^

pleuve dans ma soupe."
^«»' Peur qutlne

I used to go often to th.- book stalls, and I shall al

^^V^7J J-<»^y
-mo^ old M. La^er 'n, ^ho ol

ZJ^fK °"^ *'"'• ^ *'*'"'^' P"Wished them-in his

a isabelle. There were many idle hours to be filled Jn
Brussels, much time to be pasfed away in wait^^ th^

h^ilT"^''
^"^^^ ""'^ *" *''« books worth reading1

sfocr&:"'i ''^^-— -ytoreplenlfh^stock, Brussels no longer knew what London or Pariswas readmg. writing, thinking.
"C'est le ntishe noire." M. Lamertin said to me one

^r Z. ^1 ; 5r ^r/"^^''^ tout Bnutelles demainpour le trouverrhe said, glad of a commission.
1^ Jeune had been compelled to dispose of his fashlonable establishment at the Porte de nZut ^nVf.„;

renioved to a little shop in the Rue TL^X^^^Tw/ntm there one day. The place was quite empty LeJeune was thin, aged by fifteen years, lithbuS evesbrea^mgwUhdifiiculty. The war had ruined h^X'
^u^ x°

""'^ **^"* '« »^e» hoches. I boLffht

fS;T ' ^'"'^'^'' P^r voire heUe viHte." Poor

t^^ i^7„r"^,?™^t^
^'^^ ^« *here were in the

And yet I never heard a German express the leastcomnnserat.on for the sorrow there was aU aboutt^or saw one give evidence of the slightest pity. AutuTn

bidden to take advantage of it, there were always carts
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Mmed wth d»t gy„, going „„, ,„ Th. P«rt

t

M '
«i.y murt lUway, b, d„K>ting Mmrthing.

More «rf more thqr «« Aooting Belgi™ „ „i_

g«n. »ho oommitt«l „y «, th.t„„ COJa,^l?^

.

aItoG«mM,„toert* E»«y d.y, lUmort, there wct.

rtming before the l.t«rt of them, which «mo3
tt. Aoobng Of , y«mg «^i,ect «h1 . clerk for frT

"CV #on* de» martyrs."
But side by tide with their heroism there were more

that sort of thuig. The e*tem,„*<, were ordered to close

Se^:;^ ffl"'

(W ft-/^^). but the« were som^l^
fo^ST*^"*" °' '^^^^*^" *^^« » them, and theyforbade the proprietor to close. Then, if the proprietor

S^ Jn^u^*?
*^* Kommandantur; if he closed it he

bder:^;t%^--^^--<'*^e^^wou,d

yond behef. One night in a publichouse near the Lux-embourg station there was a quarrel between some Ger-man soldiers and the proprietor. The next morning, asa result, three Polizei entered the place, shot d^th^
proprietor and dragged his body into the street. . . .

sav B. fr ""^ **'" '"''" M'«J«»oiseUe used tosay. But there was no escape; it was in all the at-mosphere that we breathed, even the pure air of the
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'Wo*A. ««-..
««ucr woujd announce:

*-J^,.^ •^""' '"'«^'* '• PT'-^^e Ugne i,

could reach 0^^^-^ . ^^ fo»nd of cannon

• newsnam^ l,.ir
'?''* °".'*"' •» '««' »»« looked .t

and dreams a,^ seldom as intewina^n »if
'*.""'

in the reality.
"iterestmg m the recital as

inJ-^? f^
^^"^

" '•^ ^*^' "'^^^e ce bleu-ld " .nH !,indicated a pale bin*. sf.,ff ,.
' *"° "«paie blue stuff on a campi. "Et puis un
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BELGIUM
XeppeUn^d'nn gri, fam'i." HI. dream wa. not of tlr
craft at all but of artlrts* colour.1

I WBpo« he had dreamed of aeroplane. becau.e wewere havmg v^.it. in thoae late September day. t^
the aviator, of the Allie.. One Sunday the dty^
.11 excitement over the vi.it of an aviator who Lew
^h^kJ^

"""^' ?^ ^"'' n*^VP«»» which were
snatched up eagerly, and. a. a heau gerte-^ BelgSn
flag, torn immediately to bit. for predou. wuveSr.;
the Poltm were perq«i.itioning everywhere the rert ofthe day trying to find them. There had been .uddenlya change m the city: it became all at once, more anl-mated and wa. all excitement over the Allie.' offen-

tZkv ''TL.'""'^*''"'
"°**»*' "P~*- Hope- were

throbbing high. There were crowds about thVPalai.
de. Acad&nie.. where the ambulance, were once morerushmg in with the wounded; other crowd, .tood watch-mg the troop trains rumble by in the rain, and deepmeaning was attached to all little things, a. when theAUte, comnumqui was not published or when the num-
ber of sentinels was increased at the Porte Louise. And
B«!H r*™"f '""'T^*** ''"«^"«f *™"«h *he street.
Brussels was abiost happy, for whenever the German.n ^"^^^^-^'^^'Jy B™«sels took it a. a sign that thingswere not going well.

**

Now and then toward evening a great Zeppelin would
sail over the town going into the west; theTxt mom-ng It would come back. Doubtlesi it was only the
literary imagination that invested it with a hang doir
air. as though it had been returning from some nochimid
sheep-kiUmg expedition, but a few day. later we would
read of a raid over London.



»Hi bAtonnikb th^,

at least obtain news ofTm ''^."' "^'^^ ^""'*

if they coufrJS 4 i^/'S:'""'*^"'"""'*'
^''' '^^"^

couldlteal ov^f^Sto'kX^lTateT'
'

" *''^
»o opposed to th*i. A ' 1 V *"* *^'<^iiiian» were

conditi^when thevT?
***'* *^^ '^^•y' "-^^ '» •

thm th!^- . . ^ *** «"»"* permission to leavethat the recipient should not leave Dutch soil aZTlar condition was imn^.^ • xl
*'"'*•" "O"' A simi-

otter w<™„ we„ „,„«dp™/XwWfcT^

if .he «ked it of him per^Mlly Z ™^''
' .r"

of Bru»ek ^oM «»m to «k . fa™„, of him; th^
65

III

'i

li

1)1

i
J.

I ^^i



BELGIUM
prefen-ed to take their chanees in the long line waitingat the Pass-Zentrale in the Plaee'Royale. where pimrschetns were so reluctantly issued. They would file

rolsT !''T'r* '°' '^y^' «° ^-^^ ^^ -verely
cross-examined, and generally in the end find themselves^fused. Xow and then, though rarely, some succeeded
but they were obliged to deposit guarantees, often insums as high as twenty, or thirty, or even fifty tho"and francs And even when the passes were Rantedthe fortunate could not be certain of their journey andof their breath of free air-which indeed was nbt whoUy
free for m Switzerland, as in Holland, they were com-
pelled to report at regular intervals to a German Con-
sul m those countries.

l,»iT^n
^"?7 ^

' ^«P^««««d like all of us. and
half ,11. needed a cure in Switzerland and finaUy suc-ceeded m procuring a hdssez-passer to go there andultimately to Paris. She left one Sunday for her cu^She had reached Lorrach. Bale was just in sight, only
ten minutes away-and that meant Paris, her daugh-
ter and the boy who was in the army. Then, suddenly,
officers entered the coach, arrested her and brought he!
back to Brussek The Germans had found in the posta letter •« wh.eh she had indiscreetly expressed the
fervent wish that the war might speedily be won by the
Allies. For days thereafter there were anxiety and
waiting, and the mterrogatories and perquisitions, andthough nothing more serious came of the adventure thana summons to appear before the Govemor-General. whogave the Baroness advice in his most fatherly manner,
the journey was indefinitely postponed.
The perquisition, the domiciliary visit, was one of the
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™^*,^'"t'
'*'"'"*' °^ ^^' '^^™« »nder the Ger-

" .7LT*u"' "°* ""^J^ ^«^«"«« «f the denial of per-^nalhberty but because of the contempt of airpersonaldigru y so that delicate women were not even safe frombrutal mtrusion in their own boudoirs. It oc^rreZ

^rTp'hTrt"; ''"' "^ '^'^^ -«°- " "-"

we should h^v r '^r^;
'° "^*^""'^^^ «"d °"t^-ged as

doles th^f
'" ''^ **'" '^'"'^'^•"^ ^'«^^«P^-t for Prin-aples that are, or used to be. taken for granted in themodern world. Often one would fear thft one wl" be!commg hardened, if not corrupted, so insid.ous s the

level I3lt " '""'^^ " °"^ '^«^^^^ *° -
^--'

wJ^lfW ? ^'^ ^"^^™' «*™°«* the anguish, of awealthy manufacturer in Brussels, who had krge inter!etsm other countries and Mas arrested in thafmonthof September, charged with having sent letters out of

cCnW, rf''' °^^'*"'"^d everything, bore off thecompany s books, correspondence and papers, arrestedthe manufacturer and his son. and releasL'lhein on" onthe,r depositing as a kind of bail, two hmidred thousand

SLrinln;. '
^''* °^ '^^'"*^ P"^'^ ^»*« -" their af.fairs, finally they were informed that they were to be

the'rttr^ "'?"'• '^'^ P°- -anufaJurer sLg
worried"^?h? ' rr"""^' "«^ ^« *-'^'^^ -^

clZf ^ ""^ ^ "''^' """'^"^ ^fl^^^*= "^ous avons

vTau^tL ' "^r «^'^«* co^u^tatej" "Us ont fait leur

onttmt houscule
. . . iU ont tout housculc."

we™l"lf "f V"
^"«P^ P^'-"' though mostwere not that fortunate, but he did not escape a heavy
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fine and may have lost the trade secrets of his companym those numerous perquisitions.
Such instances of personal indignity and injusticeansmg from i^lividual infractions of t^e C^rmaTruS;

?Lf T' ''*^* ^'"^ prejudices, were, as I have

But Ztl^TT."^"^ :"! *"PP""'"« -" *he time.But Ainng the history of the occupation there werefrom tmie to tune other instances of injustice which

t^ nTl r "^^T^ «^ *»>« «»lture and the civilisa-

wTJ fK fI" f'*/"«^°-Sa^on peoples, and they pro-voked that land of resistance to tyranny which in Eng-hsh history IS exemplified by the refusal of Pym andHampden to pay the riiip money, and in cT ownby that of our forefathers in the Boston Tea Party

So^'h^""!^'' *""* '^*^°"* representation";

« t r^iJT^^'' ?*
Batomiier of the Brussels bar. was

ullt Th^'^''"^'
^' ""^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ -sitingMaitee Th6odor was arrested and confined in the Kom-

mandantur. The arrest was the inevitable .equel to theevents that had occurred in the spring.Z hZl^of the courageous manner in which he had defended the
rights not only of the lawyers but of the courts andthe nation, and of those principles, upon which, in lib-
eral nations, courts rest. Maitre Thfodor had been elect-ed Batonnier for a third term by his associates at the

l^:.f ..T.
^"""^ *'***^°°* ^^ *»«* ^^ indeed theworthy upholder.

It was no surprise to any one acquainted with eventsm Be gium and above all no surprise to the Bfitomiier
h|mself. when he was arrested. His fearless attitude,
his msistence on the independence of the courts and
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the bar; his devotion to right, to justice and to law, and
to international obligations, could have no other re-
sult. The Germans found the Batohnier's presence un-
comfortable and galling, and had waited only an op-
portunity to rid themselves of the brave, undaunted
spirit.

Maitre Theodor was arrested on Wednesday and tok-
en before the German officer who acted as juge d'ins-
struction, or examining magistrate, for that preliminary
mterrogation with which all their proceedings began.
The offense charged against the Batonnier was that he
had advised a certain lawyer at Brussels, Bremeyer, not
to represent a certain Gennan then being sued, or
about to be sued, in the Belgian courts. The proof ad-
duced by the German authorities that this undefined
offense had been committed by Maitre Theodor con-
sisted of a letter written by Bremeyer in which he said
that the Batonnier had so advised him. It was with
this charge, and with such evidence to support it, that
the juge d'instruction confronted the Batonnier, and
asked him what he had to say in his defense.
The fact, of course, as any one acquainted with Maitre

Thfedor, or any one knowing his position in Brussels,
would at once have assumed, was that the Batonnier
had given the lawyer no such advice; as Batonnier of the
Order he had no right and no reason to give advice,
much less injunctions as to what cases lawyers should
accept or not accept, and so he might easily have de-
nied the charge. But he assumed another attitude, con-
sistent with his dignity, his position, and his patriotism.
"As a lawyer, and as Batonnier of the Order," he re-

plied, "I am responsible for my conduct only to the
Court of Appeals; if the Prncnreur General of that
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explanations to make Tl^ ^"^ ^"* ' '»« •<>

«»e to be wS/r » ? ''^''"' "'"' "»» »« by

ceeding, we;! •n'^fe^.r »d altT""";
"""".«'' •"-

decided at once thn. - '
• .""^ ""* """ '" """y.

Of «.e .»un';;''rt.tedi:t™tt:T ="-

n.and'.ntn/;Tthrot^JJ -«^-»« «* '"'.K"-
momcni i„ „h,oh h, bid™,1,^*^^.'''^ ""f

"'g**. «

"^on^t.^^^-"----^-^^^^^

o.r']:^^i'rtt''dltir?r°'"'d'r«*-
fact. If Maitre Theodor ilT ?* '"^ "> mdubitable

tary sense. . .L^^ *t Sr""*'"' ".*' "a'-

tuted a danger L Z i ^ '™'''' " «»"«-

bodiedinth^GeilA™ '^V'""™ *" ™ «»
derstanding and bvTn^Si"t " '""" '*' •«• ""-

times a dmger to au^ '^' i"™ e«»titut.d at M
the« be fo"S t^„ "^^- ^''^^- """here c™ld
the two opplr;rter*^^™!Stan"5,r.:^

wre the besTthlr,!. !
* '" "" '"•'-elxunber. They

dor was sent ktrexilf.L •
'^"'"^ ''"^" **»* "•*-
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«ght of this slender man with the delicate features, thedu^^mg smde the ^acious and polished addi^ss the^te hair and beard and flashing eyes, one of themc«tdangen,us of all Germany's enemie's ii BelgiumThe Batomiier wrote in all four letters that have anhurtoncal s,gn,ficanee in the occupation of Belgil! Ihave given three; the fourth was written in September.

ment' ft ,

"'' *'"* ''''''' "™^ »«* *he mere state-ment of the lawyer Bremeyer, which determined his ar-
rest. It was a protest, addressed to von Bissing him-
self, against the rifling by German police agenfs Tdspies of the chamber of lawyers, whe^re the^^^ped tosecure possession of docmnents belonging to persons

in Belgium; dom.cdiarj' visits were maifc daily, the Po-fc« were ransaclcing houses everywhere, and al the time.There was a noted case in Belgium which mvolved thesuccession of the es«e of the late King LeopoM H
NiederfuUbach Found^ion, tui,i„g «ver to kX ofhis properties in the C«»o. At his death 1 A
tpp„*u »j. r»„ , ^ " "'^ oeath, on t*e seven-
teenth of December, li», be left a fortune of twentymilhons of francs, to be divided in equal parts among his

ClTmentrnfTh
^^^^^^^^ ^^uiseJ^tepZ^e'^^a

Clementme The Princesses Louise and Stephanie thenbrought suit to recover the propert>^ withlhich the"father had endowed the Niederfullbach Foundation. 'ZBelgian courts refused their demand but decku^d theFoundation illegal and void and, under the Belgian law
attributed to the Belgian state almost the whofe of t^eFoundation^ An amicable agreement was arranged inthe year 1918 by M. Henri Carton de Wiart, Min-
ister of Justice, between the Belgi«i State and the three
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•era, to eleven iniljion, of fr«^^h!.
'"^" "' '"^

nude definitive bv > l.J . .T . ' '«««"'«« was

tiv. when thew„^"tn
^'"' ''~°"' "*«

it would appear to «J~ • J'^ .

''"«»«". m order,

«»» in GeSST; whoT^rfZ""™ "• '"^"^ '" >"'-

•««. Mait^^wtT^'TZStS: g"
*'

nor-General in which he invoked ^h^Zj^- f"'"'

«»t thfd^rt.'"-:rdti^ ct' rottr

'

erty of the attorney but that of iS St L ,1.TT
*EzcBi,UNcc:

main, de dossiers rel.tifs A de. lJZl\T\ \ """" *"*" ^«""

Pire M« Sam Wiener
*^ "'''"' P'''''*» P" »«"» «8«t«

C«-joint ^gaJement copie d'une letti-i. .!« itr :

Co»». Cher d. roH„, J.p^ »p.e^.,«_, „^ „„
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- client,. I,. j:i^; :„trr ;

''',~"* '- "^p''^*^ «»«

d<p6t.. „. „p,.«., ;^"; *^ '^ -• "ain* le plu, inviolable de,

profewiomiel. ' ""'''"'" *«» J« »ce«u du .ecret

Le secret professionnel est A 1- i.- j
est 1. condition necessaire /JdJit H L,

'"'*"' P'"'''"''"'- "
.olablenient A I'admini! Mtio„ ^I i

^'"'"' "^ ^"'-'"«'«« ""dis-
de .e livrer, sans avoi To ITnd, iVr.

" " '"™'^* «" <="«»
de tout ^,,,„, jus^nw pir „«r:: ieZsT '

'' *""* *«'
certitude que rien ne sera conn,, a "* ''**'' '•''cc I*
on .vocat devient le s^t rLtr""""' ''*' "^"* ~"« *

le droit de Wr ce'su^Jra^le 17"?.^'"""=*' '*" "'-'*»'•'•

LWiolabilit^ qui co^rT Je/t L '"'"' ''""""«•

I'expression &rite Tout dolL!!* ,7^ ""'" •^'' '=''"^« -"^
ou fom,^ par lui, pa^0?^ ' .

""'" """ * "°—

*

.'^nt au cabinet de 1^:^^-JL"'""'
^"^•'''•''"•*^- ^^lle^i

Ces principes sont admis dans notre W«.] *•
comme des axiomes. Aucun TtenT ^^j '^ ^* «*'""' "o, «H:ur,
da Roi, n'oserait, sous Xe p^",'

j^ ^ -'«'^*^' ^"t"" Ministre
d^roger. La Justice elle„^„Tl'arS? 'T

'^ ""' ""•««' * ^
chi.«ble. Le Juge d'instrJ^L a^/ "^ ""*' """^'^ '"f"-
a -'agit de la recherchei:"^i.ret dT"'"

^--"-
toute porte doit souvrir -w,„i T . ^ """cs.-devant leqnel
,^e 1. Vie et du fo.er d^^ ; : '^^ '''''"'' '^^ '"^^^^^

cooiplice pr6sunre d^e "f""
'' T"^*" ''"''"''' "*-' «>„

-re aucune d.f.liance; U . ru^-^^LXceT;:::^ J^
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BELGIUM
en eaiue et repr^aente vln-k-rlt du Jnge d'lnstmetkm lei immniiiMs
de rOrdre et lea droiti des tien.

L'Avocat appel6 k dipoatr en justice doit refiuer ion t^moignage
•'U eft interrog6 sur ce qu'il a apprii, vn on connu en m qnalitJ
d'avocat.

Let Icttres ^hang^es entre avocats ne penvent, mCme du con-
•entement de leun auteurt, «tre produites dani un d«bat judiciaire,
•i ce n'eat de raitentiment du Bitonnier.

Toute notre organiaation du Droit de defense ae meut dana cette
atmoapUre de confiance illimitte et de »66a,itl abaolue, indiapenaa-
ble auz relationa d'Avocat k Avocafou d'Avocat k client et & la
bonne marche de la jnatice. EUe autoriae lea confidences et lea
areux, parfoia ai pdniblea et ai douloureux. Elle pennet k I'Avocat
de aaiair la trame profonde dea actiona humainea et de ae faire le
conaeiUer aflr de ceux qui ae confient k lul. Elle pennet k I'Avocat
avant tout d6bat public, de diacuter avec aon confrere, dana I'aban-
don de I'inUmit^, en vue darrangementa aimablea on de tranaac-
tiona, aana crainte de aurpriae.

Ainai compria et praUqu^, aoua le contrdle d'ailleun de la diaci-
pline dea autorit^ corporativea, le secret profeaaionnel demeure I'un
dea pin. beam .Itnbuta de notre profeaaion et achive de donner au
i«e aocial de lAvocat aon caractire de haute dignity et de nobleaae.

Cette k>i du secret profeaaionnel iapos^ k toua, dana un int^r^t
social aap6rieur, n'a pas iti reapect^e par voa agenta.
En ae faiaant remettre de force des documenta confidentiela, dans

le brt den prendre connaiasance, de lea copier ou de les photo-
graph.er ila se sont appropri^, a«.s dr«U, leur contenu. II, ont
nol6 un d6pot aux main, de ceux qui en avaient, sous les sanctions
de la k,., de leur honneur et de leur conscience, assum^ la garde
et 1. respo^bilit^. Le resttoUo. de. pieces saisies n'enlive rien
de la gravity des faits accomplis.

Rien, au surplus, ne jn.tifi«t la meaure pri«. Aucune n&eaait^
de gnerre ne li«poaait. Les do«ie« aaia« sont relatifa k dea
affaires cvdes terminees. Les arocat. en cause n'^Uient person-
ne lement lobjet d'aucune poursuite ei c'ert i lew seul tit., de
d^tenteurs des doamrs qu'ils ont 6t6 inquiet^s.

Cette atteinte k nos immunites aura un retentissement doulou-
reux au adn de tous les Barreaux. Si elle devait constituer un
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l- eit pourquoi je proteste.

rfd.me crame lu droit ' '"'' '•'I"'- •>« '•

JLC """ ^"""'"^ "•"*' '•""'•«» *».»«..«.

Le BAtonnier de I'Ordre,

A Son Excellence Monsieur le Baron von BllL
''* ''"*'""'-

GouTen,eur^6n6r«I en Belgique.
*
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VI

IH« BE8UMPTI0N OF WOIK

DuiiNo those late days of September, so denressinir
because each one brought forth its tragedy of B^Zmen and women and boy, shot down by firing sqSds« sp.es or traitor,, Mr. Hoover came o'ler frLWdon to di«n,ss several question, connected with the ra-^
vttaMentent One of them wa, the «.izure by the Ger-mans of the crop, in the north of France and in the
^t^pengebiet in Belgium. These crops were noTc^v!
ered by the guarantees which we had injured earlier inthe summer as to the crops of the Occupationsgebiet,
and after we had those guarantees the British Govern-ment refused, unless the Germans relaxed their seiz-
ures, to allow the C.R.B. to send any more food to the
EtappengeUet, where the crop was all raised by the Bel-
gian peasants. As to the north of France, there was
presented a somewhat different and hardly less difficult
question, for there the Gennans provided the seed thm-
selves, and put their Russian prisoners to work on the
land. The peawnts, in their stubborn and pathetic at-
tachment to the land, continued to till their soU. As
the war grew more ferocious along the front the civilian
populations were ia c'anger and the Germans were criti-
cized for not evjjcutiting them.
"But they do not wish to be evacuated," said a Ger-man officer to an official of the C.R.B. "Try yourself

to make them leave."
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THE RESUMPTION OP WORK

.f^w."'ItrXi" **"^ " ^'"«^- »' •«"
1 ujcm, were detailtd to quest on the oeaunt. tu

offered them the chance of leaving but^h. J*"*^
go; they preferred to .tay in the rtm ? ""^^^ "°*

position* were at *1I ^.m
****'' *'°"'«» •« »"ng •« their

S:Ur. th^ra^i, ^thttUtn^^ ItT ''C """"r"
«er. of the mysterious world^sT* p ""'*"T

*^•"

while an occasional sheU fdlTn 1 « m***?*'
P^°^"*

and old peasant-womS drivinW ?•*?"* '^"^'

tne war. the machmery in them was beinir tnk^n .Z
Z't^ G^uoy There we„ «,oZ,d?" S'

Mr;c.r;„?e,:;^7™t:;;:;::::j

duced manjr converMtioM on the jnbiJ. fc.^ .
lion had eve, been rewhed.

•"
' "' "" "'"

to
»^'5!1'?''""'"* *" ''"' "* ^"'S""" "" "bout

rn!3rc:/-sr-e-^;
there were likely to be in .he world more idkL^tlt,
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publicist, and Mr. EdwaS A Fa™? S'n . ^"^T

"^^cpiaoie to the various firrouos ami •».t^-»„i.

no. «,en=f„„ ve,y Lguln. of s„tT«. ''^i„f,°;™
"»»

pear prosperous under German regime rdt^^/TGermans therefore could olpJm « f^ ^ *'''* *^®

pride to the reeordVSl^fralTnS^^^^^^^^^^
^^*

disposed of this objection by remlrC dr^t^Mh^^Enghsh would impose such conditions as^o pr'^ventVn^very flourishing prosperity, and we talked it aUov^^and continued to talk it nvpr ^uu *u
^®'

.«„ , i. ,
^'^' ^'**^ *he prospect of talk-ing It over for days and days thereafter

.o« But we dedded at the same time ^Z^^VZ'arale and distinct from the ra^taUlell^^hlSwe wshed no complications. Destitution w"^^
78



THE RESUMPTION OF WORK
ing to an alarming extent, and suffering was certain
to be very great in the winter that was drawing near"and of course if the people could get to work and pro-

t'reired
""^ ^'"''^ '''''^ ^" '^^' '''^'^ ^°"Jd

We talked it over with the Baron von der Lancken
accordingly, and he said the Governor-General wouWv,ew the prospect with a friendly eye, and thought itmight be arranged if the British Govermnent could bebrought mto agreement. The task of reinvigorating and

tL diT^^ ?'°'*'"*'' ^^^' °^ ^°""^' appalling andthe details infinite in number and complication Inorder not to endanger the ravitaUlement it was decided
to create another committee, of which Villalobar and Iwere to be patrons. The broad lines had been laid outand agreed upon, and the conferences were being held.when an incident occurred that caused all my own inter

'

ft P 1v^ I f!^
*° ^^«P°'«*e- it was intimated atthe Pohtische Abteilung that, while the assistance of the

tl'Z-
?°^^'"°^^"* «"^ the patronage of the Amer-

ican Ministers were desired, the C.R.B. was to have
nothing to do with it. The observation was not made
directly to me, but it reached me promptly through
the ever open ear and mouth of one of those personscommon to all lands, who esteem it a friendly office'

rj i^t.*° *f °"^ unpleasant things they have
heard and thereafter I gave myself no further concern
about the matter. It was in a way a relief: my instinct
had been against it; I had foreseen a difficulty thatwould be inevitable in the development of such a scheme-namely the monopoly to which it would necessarily
lead, and the favouritism and injustice that would have
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workm^en whom ,t was proposed to benefit were con-

the moral d.sciphne that labour cultivates. In their

T:u\u'' ^^V^'
^"''^^ ^^-P«"- would very lilelybe aU they would receive; they were at that moment

scheme ?/ '"' "
l'^^""^'

*° ^ ^"-' ^"* "ndeHhe

mor.K ?. "T"^ ''^ ''•'*"«^ *»'^y would receive nomore than the bread they were already receiving, theonly difference being that they would have to w^fi for
t My associates were duly shocked and scandalized byhese economical heresies, but I left them after that totheir conferences, which continued for a long time; andnothmg, so far as I know, ever came of fhe sublime

moilT""*"
''T ^°*^^*^ '^ *^^ ^--^*»>«*

tragic events that ever darkened hmnan history.

even ^fT T"'
'^^' ^^^^^^ ^°"^^ ^'^^^ ^^'"^ of it

thS hini
^f"^'^»%had not so thoroughly washed

their hands of it. and I think that it was pwt of the

bal f^ f'^J^'^-
^"*' ^" September Mr. Hoover wentback to London not very much concerned over the factthat his valuable assistance was not desired; and hewas followed soon after by Mr. Crosby, who. after hav-

Zcn^
long months most efficiently as Director ofthe C.R.B affairs had been called home to America bythe demands of his own. He was succeeded by Pro-

fessor Vernon Kellogg, of Leland Stanford Univer-
sity, who arrived in that month of October.



^•^

VII

KDITH CAVELL

.Jl ""Z;"/ ^'"^^ ''^^''''^ «* Mr. Crosby's goingand I regretted my own inability to join in the cellmony at which the men of the C.N. and ofThe C R Bexpressed their appreciation of the executive s^Sf^he had rendered. I happened just then to be confinedto my quarters, as the military men say. by the ordersof my physician. The long strain had tofd on all o?us and worse than the strain was the almost intoleraWe
depression one with the atmosphere all about, that se !

rLL Ti! '
^^^ ^"'5^ '*"*"™" ^^'J the menace ofanother dark wmter of war. The grey, dripping skieseamed but the reflection of the uni^rsal spfrft of man

Ind'olT^^f u""'
^"'^ ^°«« *^«* Pi-hed the noTeand clutched at the throat with cold fingers Thenjmprudently I went out one afternoon in t1.e rain tdthat evemng the good Dr. Derscheid came with his littlethermometer and bundled me off to bed

The leaves were falling, and it remains as a part ofthe memory of that gloomy October that the apprentice

IWeZJ"^
«"™e '7a^o^6^ des feuiUes." he mighthveunti lapous»iedesfeumes." It was of some old

superstition. I suppose, that he had this curious Ttion;and yet it seems m a way to express the feeling of aU
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BELGIUM
those suffering Belgians. They had felt for awhile a
mounting of their hopes as the camion preluded the great
Alhed offensive of that autumn, but after the guns had
thundered in fuU orchestra all about the vast circle that

Tl \ .u*^
''"^ *°° stubbornly courageous to admit

It, that they were the victims of one more great disap-
pomtment. The frequent publication on the walls of
those simster affiches, reporting the morning activities of
the firing squad beat down the spirits; each day seemed
to outdo Its predecessor in some such dread news. Gen-
era^ von Kraewel had been removed because, it was
said, he had not been severe enough, and was succeeded
as Chief of Staff and Military Governor of Brusselsby Ijreneral von Sauberzweig.

It was said that many German soldiers were desert-

jr*^?*\°^*".''''^ ™ «***^« *>° ^^^ nerves; those
brought back from Russia to face the fighting on the
western front were half-mad with terror. The Germans
were beating la Foret de Soignes for th.se deserters,
and It was said that even officers were fleeing. One day
the Rue de Commerce, in the Quartfer Leopold, was
closed and aU the houses searched, because, so the wise-
acres said, six officers were hiding there. It was even said
that a man was shot for assisting some of them to es-
cape.

Perhaps it was only the ordinary perquisition, the
usual search for letters or incriminating documents, nowgrown more frequent than ever. At any rate, Brussels
was i^arer black despair than it ever had been. No one
smiled, and the people only hoped on because they must;
there was nothmg else to do. And then a deed was done
that threw its black and monstrous shadow not only
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over us. but over the whole world. It seemed, some-how Lke the whelming doom that had been implicit in
the dreadful events of that dark month, the dinLment
toward which they had been so implacably tending; it

Tn'S r T . T^u ^'*^ *^ atmosphere, the spirit
and the feehng of the time. It was one of a thousand
other injustices essentially as bad. but because it doomedm Its tragic circumstances a noble woman of our own
blood and tongue and tradition it well-nigh over-
whehned us with its horror.

Early in August Brussels had heard, and all Belgium-or at least all that part of Belgium that lived in cha-
teaux-had heard that the Princess Maria de Croy and
the Countess Jeamie de Belleville had been arrested.

.

de Croys are one of the oldest families of the Bel-
gian nobihty. and the Princess Maria was a maiden ladywho lived ahnost in seclusion in her chateau of Bellignies
near Mons. The Countess Jeanne de Belleville lived
not far away, at her chateau of Montignies-sur-Roc.
near Andregmes, in the province of Hainaut. These

^^A'^'^^'^t
^^^^''^ ^""^ ^^"^ ^^^'^^^ for having

aided British soldiers to pass the Belgian frontier, andwere accused of "treason in time of war." At the be-
ginning of the war the Princess de Croy had established
a Red Cross hospital in her chateau, where Belgian,
^nghsh and German wounded were cared for. After
the battle of Mons a great many British soldiers, cut off
in the retreat, had been left behind in Belgium, and all
through the winter and spring had lived the lives of
hunted ammals in the woods or in the farms and fields of
Hainaut and of Brabant. Near the chateau of the Prin-
cess de Croy thirteen British soldiers had hidden in ahay stack on a Belgian farm, and, tracked down at last
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me^'^Z'^^^^'i **'"? ""''' *"^^" «"^ »»^°t without

mSfo " "''• '^*^*^ **** ^""«" *hat she deter-

wrfi ^- fr*" f
'""**'°^ ^*'«'"*»>y British soldier,who finding themselves in a position that in all civilS

..deration shown to prisoners of war. could be cared for

?^a1llr- ?,^*"'i*°^*'*^~""*^- And.thouS
frail and in delicate health, she and the Countess deBeUeville and MademoiseUe Thuliez and cert^oLrJ

still m hiding, and to send them to Brussels, where as

funfr rl" 'I'
-*-°«atory before the milUa^'t^

wr k r^^* '^'^ ^°"^*^ ^ ^«»« rigorously dealtwith than at Mons which was under the miiitary regi^of the EtappengeUet The Princess did not know whatbecame of them after they reached Brusselsrhoirver
others aided them to get across the frontier intoS
tha^an'^Pni?-f^'* '' ""^ ^^*™^^ «* *« legation

Irllf^f i ^""""^ "'*"*^ ^^'^^ Cavell had beenarrested by the Germans. I wrote a letter to the Baronvon der Lancken to ask if it was true that Miss CaveUhad been arrested, and saying that if it were I shouldr^est that Maitre de Leval.^lhe legal counsdor of Se

tentfinfsl ""? "° '"P^y *° *^" '^**«' «»d on the

r.,,-
^^P*7,;:^^ I ^«*e '^ second letter, repeating the

questions and the requests made in the first On the

^^ h\ M 'P*^"^'; ^ ^^^ ^ ^P^5^ ^'°™ *h« Baron stet-ing that Miss Cavell had been arrested on the fifth of

ttTh I, ^ fT^ r"^"'^ ^" *" P"«°» of St.-GiUes.

iw-
had admitted having bidden English and French

soldiers m her home, as well as Belgians of an age to
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EDITH CAVELL

hZ!^'\
«M anxious to get to the front; that she hadadmitted also having furnished these soldiers with money

to get to France, and had provided guides to enable them
to cross the Dutch frontier; that the defense ofSCavell was m the hands of Maitre Thomas Braun. and
that masmuch as the German Govermnent. on prind-
pie. would not permit accused persons to have any in-
terviews whatever he could not obtain permission forMait« de Le.al to visit Miss Cavell as long^as sheZm solitary confinement.'

• Ma. Whitlock, American Mi„i,.„ in Brussels, to B.hon von d«
Lancken

Exc.LL.Nc.:
^'""""' ^' '' '"'<^*' '9'«-

,JtL^TrJT ^''''' '"^°"°^" ''"*' ^^'" Edith Cavell,.ujette «gl.i.e habitant rue de la Culture k Bruxelles, aurait ete

faiJe* Zl'T """*'
1

'"'*'' ^'^'^""^"" '^ ^"'^ -"'-" »••- n,e

queue, sont les raisons de cette arrestation. Je lul saurai. »ri^galement dans ce ca, de bien vouloir faire parveni i laT^^tfonautorisation n^essaire des autorit^s judiciLs alleL'ndtrp

Je aaisis, etc., n' Bhand Whitlock.

(Translation:)

Yocn Exc.LL.Ncr:
^™"'''' '^"^'* ^'' '^''^

11,^\''T.*'°"
^" ^""^ '"'*'" '"^"""^'^ **"»» ^^I'" Edith Cavell a

eni;E°:^r^t^tK;:i^;:pf^;:':- r^LT^.asons for her arrest. , should also L^^^^^2^Your ExceUency would furnish this LegaUon with the necessa.^,

o5

I ^:
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BELGIUM
We at the Legation had not at the time seen anythingmore serious in the ca«> than in the numerous other

J«thorl..tlo„ f„n, the Oenn«, judlcW autho^. .o th.t M. d«

I avail, etc., - _,

Miu WHmoc, American MlnUter in BruMel., to B*aoN ton o»
Lanckcn

Le Ml„i.t,e d'Anrfrlque pr«.e«te .e. compllmet. 4 .on E,-cel ence M. le Baron von dcr Lancken, ct a I'honneur de l„i '.ppel,

4 laquelle il n a pas encore re^u de r^ponse.

M le BaZ'v f" *^';'"' " «'•" ^"^ «>Wig^ * .on Excellence

p^ndre immediate^ent le. n.e.ure. eventuellement n<ce..aire. pourcctte defense, et de ripondre par ttl^gran,n,e 4 la d6p«che qn^ a

Brozellea, la 10 aeptembre, 1915.

(Tranalation:)

voJdt/r"r **?'?" P""*"*" •"• "»»?«»"»• to the Baronvon der Lancken and ha. the honour to draw hi. Excellency', at-

Crve^ t: wh'ir "'
Tu''

^"«"'*' """«"« ^"'^ "-» «' M^"Cavell, to which no reply ha. yet been received.
A. the Mini.ter ha. been requcted by telegraph to take charge

Ob iged if Baron von der Lancken would enable bin. to take^rth^with .uch .tep. a. may be necessary for this defen.e, and to anawerby telegraph the deapateh he ha. received.
.

Bru..el., September 10, 1 91 3.

Mh.

Sir:

Whitlock. American Minister in Brussels, to Mh. Pao.
American Legation, Brussels, September 21, 1915,

th. ! f
to your telegram of the 27th of August in regard tothe case of Miss Edith Cavell, who was arrested on the 3th of
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EDITH CAVELL
caws that were similarly brought to our notice, or of
which we were consUntly hearing. It was the German

Augiut, and ii now in the militiiry p., „ ,t Sl.^lllei, I bee to

T.rt .'"*f
'"' ^*"" infomatlon . ^..py of . eommunle.tion

which I h.ve just received from ^.,on von der Uncken in regard
to the matter. "

The legal adviser appointed to defend Mist c^jvell hat informed
the Legation that the ha. indeed admitted having hidden In her
house EnglLh and French .oldier., and ha. facilitated the departure
of Delglan .ubject. to the front, furnishing them money and guide,
to enable them to cro.s the Dutch frontier.
The Legation WM of course keep this case in view and endeavour

to see that a fair trial is given Miss Cavell, and will not fall to let
yon 2now of any developments.

' ''"'*' '*''•' BaAKD WHITtOCK.

Baron ton dm Lanckkn to Ma. Whitloi k
PollUsche Abtellung bei dem Gweral-Gouverneur in Belglen'

I. 6940

Bruxelles, le 18 septembre, 1915.M. iM Ministrk:

En r6ponse k la note que Votrc Excellence a bien voulu
madresser en date du 81 du mois dernier, j'ai I'honneur de porter
A sa connaissance que Miss Edith Cavell a M tirtiiit le fl aoflt et
qu eUe se tronve actucllement dans la prison militaire de St.-GiUes

Elle a avou6 elle-meme avoir cach£ dans sa demeure des soldats
anglais et franjfals. ainsi que des Beiges en Age de porter les armes.
tou. d&ireux de se rendre au front. EUe a avoud <galement avoir
foumir k ces soldats largeut n^cessaire pour faire le voyage en
France et avoir facility leur sortie de Belgique en leur procurant
des guides qui les fais.ient franchir clandesUnement le frontiire
neerlandaise.

La defense de Miss Cavell est entre les mains de I'avocat Braun.
qui du rest s est d^ji mis en rapport avec les autorit^s aUemandes
comp^tentes.

Attendu que le Gouvemment-G^n^ral pour des raisons de pre-
cipe nadmet pas que les pr^venus aient des entretiens quels qu'Us
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prwtice In Belgium to .rrct any one "on suipicion "

•olent, Je regntte inflniment de ne poavoir Droearer k M A, j •

''

Lamckmh.

(TranalaUoa:)

8n:

Ml.. Cdl'. *,,„„ i. ta lb l„„,d. ,f a. .d.«»u B«™

whatever, I n,«.h „«« «*rin!JiirT '•^' ""' fatenrJew.

I avail, etc.,

Lawcuw.

M«. Wh«w,«, American MinUter to Brn.«l., to Ma. Pao.

g^_
American LegaUon, Brusseli, October 9, 1915.

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the sn^ «# c

Upon rece.pt of your telegram of the 87th of August, I took the

ri



EDITH CAVELL

fr^fl?*^'"'-.,^"'^"'
**•• ^'™" -yt'*" in voguem Belgium, as Maltre ThMor ha.l not feared nmne

rw.l.T
'"*»*«' '^"*n"* told of the offenJe withwhich they were charged, nor were the offenses them-elves clearly defined; so that Miss Cavell. like many^

Be gUn .ttorney .ppolnted to defend her before the eourt-«.,U.l

wroTr """'»/•'«'-«•"-. -d Will continue to keeptewell potted In regard to the ea.c. It .eem. that Mi.. Cavell h..

riT' '^"\''-'-«"'« '"•"'••'on-, -nd there ap^^^dot

M Mon a. there i. any further development
I an, etc.. „

filAND WhITLOCK.

Ma. WHiTioca, American Minister In Bru..el,. to Ma. Pao,

^^
American Legation, Bru.scl., October II, jpia.

Of Mlu Edith Cavell, I hasten to .end you word that Hpp f,i-l i.

to i«o»«,, &„„„„ I,., „„, j,« |^„ p™„„„^, ;„j
, '
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other who had shared her fate, was arrested and held

SratiZ
"".''

'"r
'^"^' P°"^^ ~°*--^ their inves-

t gation and made up the dossier which would reveal
Its secrets only before a military court, that was at on^
prosecutdr, jury and judge.
For one of our Anglo-Saxon race and legal tradi-

tions to understand conditions in Belgium during theGerman occupation it is necessary to banish resolutely

InZrit"^ T """""^ <=°n<=eption of right that we havemhented trom our ancestors-<jonceptions long since
crystalhsed mto imn.utable principles of law and con!
firmedm our charters of liberty. In the Gennan mental-
ity these conceptions do not exist: the Germans think in
other sequences they act according to another principle,
ifit IS a principle-the conviction that there is only one
right, one privilege, and that it belongs exclusively toGermany; the right, namely, to do whatever they have
the physical force to do. These so-called courts, ofwhose arbitrary and irresponsible and brutal nature Ihave tned to give some notion, were mere inquisitorial
bodies, guided by no principle save that inherent
in their own bloody nature; they did as they pleased,
and would have scorned a Jeffreys as too lenient, aLynch us too formal, a Spanish auto de fS as too tech-
meal, and a tribunal of the French revolution as softand sentimental. Before them the accused had literally
no rights; he could not even, as a right, present a de-
fense and ,f he was permitted to speak in his own be-
half It was only as a generous and liberal favour
Long months before, a clergyman, an American citi-

zen, had been arrested and held for several days at the
Kommandantur without the knowledge of any one at the
Legation; the fact came to our knowledge only acci-
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«« wrested. The PolitiXXT ""^ ™"'
but we u«udly leaned i7u^"i*'«^ "'""'»•

PoIiti«4e AbteUur^ld „:«fv""''™?
"^'"^ *'

lawyer to l«k after fc^^e^^y.he""'' 'T'''^
«

» it was pc«sibie to do ZfT? .^
'^*^' «> '"

court^artfal. S, dtfent t I'V
"""^ ""'"^

not a defe„« i„ „„^Z^ ^fL^'J^^l^t
""^

tohi,'^e„td^iLtwZ"1 ^r'""' "• *»'
the aecuMtion ™f^^tt ? Tk ' *'' ""^ '"'»' "'«"

ke did not knoTit "el ;
'""^^^'

""' "'"'*™''

tfcey had b^ Ible ,! fl"'*'
'' ""5' ™"^'> it. that

vanev Ti,-
^"^^rn as to its pertinence or rele-

nocro«^x.n,™tio„, somettaese^ "™
«» the part of the P^ilglud« tL'"

™^*°'^

thej„d«eLthe;;tre^r'rj;:;i::*

<:?
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BELGIUM
for witnesses in his own behalf, and no right to havethem heard even when they were willing to appear.
After the evidence was in. the officer, a kind of judge-

advocate who acted as prosecutor, would state the pSi-
alty that he thought applicable, and the court wouldvote to apply it. The lawyer for the defense, afterhaving gone through the case without any possibility of
preparation, without even having spoken to his cUent
before or dunng the trial, and with no admitted princi-
pies to giiide hmi, without the right to present testimonym rebuttal, would be allowed to make a statement oran argument. But. as though he wer^ not already la-bouring under a disadvantage sufficiently heavy, he mustbe careful m his argument not to say anything thatwould reflect in the least on one of the'witnVsse"
cially If the witness happened to be a German soldier,
or even a German civilian; he must not contradict
a judge-advocate, or question the validity or pro-
priety of any act of the prosecution, for this would be
equivalent to contempt of court and amount to the
heinous offense of failing in respect to the GermanArmy. He must show the n,ost exquisite and exagger-
ated respect for the court, and as a result he could wily
stand there niddy-noddying. pale with fear, and-say
nothing In a word, even when the judgments of those
extraordinary tribunals reflected a kind of natural jus-
tice, which perhaps they did on occasion, the whole
proceeding was the veriest travesty and mockery. The
judges could be swayed by any passion, any prejudice,any whmi and when the accused happened to be someone who had offended the secret police or Mes^enrs
les Mihtatres the judgment was a foregone conclusion-
unless he was a personage, especially a titled personage
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and then he was apt to be shown a snobbish considera-

It was before such a court that Edith CaveU wi.,

M^t^'^on^lT' ""* ^'^ ^'' »^^^^^' inasmuch asBiaitre Thomas Braun was already of counspl in *h

M^'r '^."'*'^'" ^"^"^« °^ MLLveTl invitedManre Braun mto consultation. Maitre BrLn wa 1

pSsT^fc^orn''^*^^^^^^ °^ *^^
«"

Zl^t A^v .^' ^^ "^"^ » ™«n thoroughly equiDoed

^Z„f ' w ^^^ reared constantly and notwithout success before the German tribunals Tasked

sl^^' *TT ^".'^PP^"' *^^"' f°' Miss Cavdl. repre^sentmg the American Legation
^

likelT "^T^^ ^* ^'* *^'^* *^« ^««e was no more

of those numerous cases in whiVh P«il' ,

tion the most celebrated or if
'' *° "'^""

freed at the conclusion of peace if they lived nZ Tfpeace were ever concluded.
^

'
^""^ '^

It was not until weeks had passed that we heard that
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things were taking their course. Then we were told that
the offense with which she would be charged was that of
aiding young men to cross the Dutch frontier. I think
that we were somewhat relieved; such cases were com-
mon, and the sentences provided in them were not in gen-
eral severe, according to the standard of those in voiraem occupied Belgium.
Edith Cavell herself did not expect such a fate. She

was a fran and delicate little woman about forty years
of age. She had come to Brussels some years before
to exercise her calling as a trained nurse, and soon be-
came known to the leading physicians of the capital
and nursed in the homes of the leading families. But
she was ambitious and devoted to her profession, and
ere long had entered a nursing-home in the Rue de la
Climque, where she organized for Dr. Depage a train-mg school for nurses. She was a woman of refinement
and education; she knew French well; she was deeply
religious, with a conscience ahnost puritan, and was
very stem with herself in what she conceived to be her
duty. In her training school she showed great execu-
tive ability, was firm in matters of discipline, and
brought It to a high state of efficiency. And every one
who knew her in Brussels spoke of her with that un-va^mg respect which her noble character inspired.
Some tune before the trial Maitre Thomas Braun in-

formed the Legation that the Germans had forbidden
him to plead before the Military Court and that some
rae else must appear for Miss Cavell; he suggested
Maitre Sadi Kirschen, who was engaged. I had thought
of asfang to have Maitre de Leval attend but on second
thought, and on the advice of Maitres Braun and Kir-
schen, as well as that of Maitre de Leval himself, I came
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to the conclusion that perhaps it would not be entirely
tactful to do this, for the presence of Maitre de Leval
as an observer might suggest to the hyper-sensitive sus-
picions of the Germans a lack of confidence that could
only react against Miss Cavell.

It was the morning of Thursday, the seventh of Octo-
ber, that the case came on before the court-martial » in
the Senate chamber where the military trials always took
place, and Miss Cavell was arraigned with the Princess
de Croy. the Countess de Belleville, and thirty-two

* M. DC Leval to M. Kir§chi:n

M. l'Atocat:
^™''""' ^' ' °^"^" '^''

Je vou. remercie pour la lettre que vous ave. bien voulu adresser
i M de Leval informant que I'affaire de Miss Cavell viendrait

Alnsi qu .1 a 6t6 convenu. jo vous serais fort oblig^ si vous vouliez
bien, aprfts 1 audience, m'enroyer un m^moraiidum exposant les faits
pour l"q«els Miss Cavell est poursuivie. et indiquant les charges qui
se se^nt r^vflde, contre elle 4 I'audience ainsi que la sentence quiaura ete prononc^. ^

VeuiUes, etc., (Pour le Ministre),
G. DK L.VAL, ConseiUer-legiste de la L^gaUwi.

(Translation:)

g ^
Brussels, October 5, 1915.

I thank you for the letter you were good enough to address toMde Leval mforming him that Miss Cavell's case would come
Ijefore the court-martial at 8 a.m. next Thursday. In pursuance ofthe arrangement already made, I should be most grateful if you

«ttt. f ^r^.r"*'' 1°
"""^ "*'' "'*" *'•'' ''"''°«' • memorandumsetting forth the acts for which Miss Cavell is being prosecuted,and stating the charges brought against her at the hearing, and

also the sentence passed.

I am, etc., (For the Minister),
G. DE Leval, Legal Adviser to the Legation.
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BELGIUM
others. The accused were seated in 8 circle facinff the
court m such a way that they could neither see nor com-
mumcate with their own counsel, who were compeUed
to s,t behind them. Nor could they see the witnesses,
who were also placed behind them.
The charge brought against the accused was that of

having conspired to violate the German Military Penal
Code, punishing with death those who conduct troops
to the enemy. Its basis in German Military Law is
found in Paragraph 68 of the German Military Code,
which says:

Whoever, with the intention of helping the hosUle Power, or of
injuring the German or allied troops, is guilty of one of the crime.

IJ^T? ^ "^ '^^ ^"^ ^"^ C«*«> "^ be wntenced to
death for treason.

Among the crimes mentioned Jn Paragraph 90 is that
of conductmg soldiers to the enemy." (Dem Feinde
ManMchaftenzufuhrt.

)

We have no record of that trial; we do not know aU
that occurred there behind the closed doors of that Sen-
ate chamber, where for four-score years laws based
on another and more enlightened principle of justice
had been discussed and enacted. The lips of the law-
yers who were there, and of the accused-those among
the thirty.four who were acquitted—have not been un-
sealed, and wiU not be untU the little land is released
from the terror which daily enacts such scenes. Miss
Cavell did not know, or knew only in the vaguest man-
ner, the offense with which she was charged. No writ-
ten statement of it had ever been delivered to her no
written statement of it had ever been given to her at-
torney, and it is a pathetic circumstance that it was
her own honesty and frankness, her own direct Ene-
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!Jj-?nfl*^^^'"?'u*'"*
'°"^'"*^ *>*'• With thenmveti of the pure in heart she assumed that the Ger-

comimtted, and these she readily admitted, and even
jugncd a paper to that effect. We know enough tobe able to say that Miss Cavell did not deny having
received at her hospital English soldiers, whom she
nursed and to whom she gave money; she did not deny
that she knew they were going to try to cross the bordermto Holland. She even took a patriotic pride in the

.fact. She was mterrogated in German, a language she
did not understand, but the questions and responses
were translated mtto French. Her mind was very alert,
she was entu-ely calm and self-possessed, and frequently
rectified mexact details in the statements that were
5" i,\ J'

Wh«i, in her interrogatory, she was asked
If she had not aided English soldiers left behind after
the ewly battles of the preceding autunm about Mons
and Charleroi, she said yes; they were English and she
was English, and she would help her own. The answer
seemed to impress the court. They asked her if she
nad not helped twenty.

"Englishr
^'''^' """'^ *^''" *^*°*^' ^^"^ '^"^^"d-"

"No. not all English; French and Belgians, too."
But the French and Belgians were not of her own

nationahty. said the judge-and that made a serious dif-
ference She was subjected to a hagging interroga-
to.7: One of the judges said that she had been foolish
to aid English soldiers because, he said, the English are
ungrateful.

"No," replied Miss Cavell, "the English are not un-
grateful.
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JHow do you know they are not?" asked the inquisi-

tent*^m^*J'" '^!,*"f^«^'
"-on^e of them have writ-ten to me from England to thank me."

It was a fatal admission on the part of the torturedhttle woman; under the German mihtary law herS
touldhlh" *^"*^' "°^^^' aTeutral™!would have been a less serious offense, but to aid thSito reach an enemy eomitry. and especiahy England w«the last offense in the eyes of a G^rman'^ilit^a^ c:,^"The trial was concluded on Fridav Anri nr/L a
one of the nurses in Miss cL^ticlS'c^e'totj'
W* ffl Ti * f""°" *»'°»t town that the pro^^!

^•11. ! /St* ' ^"""^'^ ^^ ^'^y' *he Countess de Bel'

w

TiUe and Mass CaveU, and several others. The clt
tre"!" ^^'P"'—d Judg-ent. however,S
W Wn ^ t

^ ''"'" "'"^ *° P"^i^ *h«re would

nounc^Ih/r;
^°P^*»''^t t*^- «>urt would not pro-

c -^7 M .
judgment proposed. I remember to havesaid to Maitre de Laval, when he came up to my ch^!her to report this astounding news

:

^
tor.'^t*

'
?r^^,*^/ "T^ exaggeration of the prosecu-tor. they all ask for the extreme penalty, eve^^J^when they sum up their cases."

verywnere,

^^^^^^^^ '' ^^^''' "^' -^™- -rt^

Maitre de Leval sent a note to Maitre Kirschenaskmg h.m to come on Monday at eight-thirt^ o'cfcS^ to

MaiLT^";. °'i°.
""^ ^°^^ regarding Miss cTveu!Maitre Kirschen did not send Maitre de Leval the wordhe had requested, and •' " '

^^^-^inewora
that Sunday de Leval
98
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°?*f ]1*!Z*^
''^}"^^^ '" **>* «•« "nd could tell himwhat had taken place at the trial. This lawyer thouTt

Jat the court-martial would not condemnS Cavdfto

^u ^^""^ "*" "° J"^«"*"* had been pronounced

ment. On Monday, the eleventh of October, at eiaht-

C^L w ""*
I"

*^\^"" Lambermont. and found

Tt A
^'^ 'P°^* *" ^^ o^ the case of Miss CaveU«.d asked that now that the trial had taken pTace he and

ctpfraTBru'l'l''- f'^""^
''' "^^^^-^^^^^^

cliaplam at Brussels and rector of the English churchbe allowed to see Miss CaveU. Conrad said L w^Id

S^ oneTfX
""' "'°"" '^ ^'''' ^^ telephone andby one of the messengers of the Legation who thatmornmg happened to deliver some paperTto The PoS

e^nd M "rT '^°"''^'. ""* -°^<^ *h"-^h- the Rev-'erend Mr. Gahan nor Maitre de Leval could see mIIsCaveU at that time, but that Maitre de Leval co^ld siher as soon as the judgment had been pronoun^d 7l
de Leval hmiself telephoned to Conrad, who repeat^
tiiisstatement. The judgment had not yet l^Sr^dered he said, and Maitre de Leval asked Conrad toX
thlThJ'^-'tr"

"' *' J"^«^^"* ^«« pronounced.Tohat he might go to see Miss CaveU. Conrad promisedthis but added that even then the Reverend MVcZncould not see her because there were German pasted atthe prison, and that if Miss CaveU needed spintuaTadvjce or consolation she could caU on them, "eon-"eluded this conversation bv savin<T rto* *u • j
wouaa be «„de«d p^babljZ'^.^lt^^^^Tu«d.y_„, the day after, and that even „h« ij L^
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Jjen pronounced it would h.ra to l>. ^mtd br th.

L.^tK,„ would U kept infomed.
^

to whom Mference has lUroidy b«n ni.de md itftZSforhm to e.U.thi^d.L.vi^ house, luti^d^
I^d tJ^T°K*^

'"^•' ""' •" M.!t« de liv7^
•aid that he had gone to aee the Gemum, .t .1^
ment would be pronounced before the followimr dav S
an that had happened to Gib«», ,„d aAed hto to W^phone ag«n to Conr«l before going home binmU

repeated, and the same response made. Mondav ere.mng at 6:20 o'clock, Belgium time, TopX, L^
•t: ""S fo""

^»"-'-'' '^«' Gib«m'^Siri^
Jg«n called Conrad on the telephone, again™ toMttat the judgment had not been p^nounced «d tothe Politic^ Department would not fail to infoim ft.&" the moment the judgment was coiZiT^'
then fte chancellerie was closed for fte night



vni

tra NMHT OF THB EXICVTION

At niw o'clock that Monday cvemng M«lw deLctJ ,pp««| .uddcUy at the door of my cCto-k»f.«WMd«tUypJlid. H.«idheh.d'jurtT«d

^,.?™7r7,^ *"« '"«P'°« '™ "'"""-d that

or duth had hecn pronounced on Mi» Cavell at itlt-

^^^\^- '^.'"»^- It ««nrf impo«ibfc,«p« aHy the inmiedate otecution of «nt«ice; therek^ alway. been time at leart to prepare and to pr»^
^leaformejcy. To condonn a woman in the ^ening

But no; Maitre de Leval was eertaJn Ti,-*

iLreSToiTkr "" "^"^ «-MeS
«™m"*^?.. .""^ '™ """^ "'« introduced. One«. Mj« Wittm«m. -petite et nerval, toute enl^
nf., the othw 'plu, grcnde et plu. cdme." Mi.s \m.fa^ «.d that she had ju,t learned that the <»^rth^ condemned M», CaveU to death, that the ju^
?"' Jff "^ «"<1 to her in the cell of the priiin ftfour-thirtyttat afternoon. «,d that the GemCTeregomg to ahoot her that night at two oWootM^^
de Leval told her that it wa, difficult ,0 believV™^-e™ ,mc twice he had been told that the judL^lmt
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!fte^n^n ^ '^^^ ^ «^*«J- Already in the

Po- r-PPuye, et '..Tver dc „ r«t e:l;:
'"^'~'*' '* '-'"

Votre blen diroai,

(TrM)«]ation:) B«aiid Whitmcb.
Mr DKAK Bakon:

BkaNO WtllTtOCK.

1.1.., .t p.r c„,rf,„„, ^/,. p.«^' "5* '^•"••' "Jrtl. «.»•

s«- »«.», ,„ „„..
,,^^ „^,, „r„j,^„„ .^



THE NIGHT OF THE EXFCUTION

up Gibton to pretent the plw^cl if poMibie to find the

-toe «p4« ,01 ont ^t< Jug^ p., ,« „.*„« tribunal, jc crol. ^y^l

remae nc loit paa prntute par Ie« annei.

"to«^. * «>n Acole. «, «„t form*, de nombre«.e. inflrmWre. quiont, d«« le moi.de entler, en Allemagne comme en BHrique veiV

d autre. ral«,n.. .. carriire humanitaire e.t d^ nature 4 |„.p,rJ,toote. I„ p,t,*. et 4 promouvolr tou. le. pardon.. Si le. Inf^m"

c«Jher a, avec une louable franehl«. avou6 tou. le. falU qui ftalent

Lr^Tu'eT '7'""* "*"' '" ren,ei^e..nt, foum?. p„ elle

Te U ^.^ """ '^'"""* ^°"""'' 'J"' ""» '^"'"^ laggr-vatloade la peine prononcfe contre elle.

»v«wo.i

C'e.t done avec confiance, et avec I'e.pol, de la voir favorable-m«.t accuelllle. que jai Thonneur de pr^.e„ter A Voir K,ceWm. requite en gr4ce en faveur de Mi.. Cavell.

''"«'•«''<»

Je Mill., etc., n. „.* Brand Wiiitlock.
(Tr««l.tlon:)

Bru..el.. October 1 1, ,915

B^Z" K-T""^'"'-'
•"'' •«•"* '"^-'^ »»'«' ^»^" Cave" .

«tl ^M
""* «""«»'«""y -der the protection of my i^

f mvTf r"!"*
~'"^'°"*^'' »" •'"''' •'^ court-martiaLIf my Information i« correct the sentence in the pre.ent caw i.

for .uch a drastic sentence, I feel that I can appeal to Your Ex-cellency. feeling, of humanity and generosity V^ M|.. cJlV,

ZZ\:^ 'Vl'
"""* *•"= *'"*'• P'^""'*^ P--d - Miss Ca." Lcommuted, and that thi. unfortunate woman be not executed
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BELGIUM
Marquis de Vfllalobar and to ask him to support it withthe Baron von der Lancken. Gibson was dinin/som^
where; we did not know where Villalobar w^f SiePohtische Abteilung. the Ministry of Industry, whereBaron von der Lancken lived, was only hair^ J^b c^ks away. The Govemor-General was in his chfiteau

elninl' mT"'^' r
" '^?'' '^^^y* P^^^^* ^'^^8^ *hat

evening. Maitre de Leval went. .

The nurses from Miss Cavell's school were waiting ina lower room. Other nurses came for news; they too hadheard, but could not believe. Then the Reverend Mr.Gahan. pastor of the English church, came. He had a

wr tt/r"" r ""' °"' "' ^^ ?*-^^"^« P"«°»-» note
written m German saying simply:
"Come at once; some one is about to die."He went away to the prison; his frail, delicate little

wife remained at the Legation, and there my wife and

IhllT ? .
"" -"eviaUng the sufferings of others, «d her

f tt 1^1 T:^
""* T' """" "''° '"^'^ ^•*'='«"» •* t"-* bedsideof the s.ck all the world over, in Germany as in Belgium. At the

German soldiers as on others. Even in default of aU other reasonsher career as a servant of humanity is sueh as to inspire t^e ZtLtsympathy and to call for pardon. If the information in my ,^-sess-on .s correct. Miss Cavell, far from shielding her«df Cwjth commendable straightforwardness admitted the Lth^aU ^e'char J h ^„, .^ .^ ^^^ .^^^^^^^^
aU tte

self has furnished and which she alone was in a position to furnishthat has aggravated the severity of the sentence ^sed .gainr^er.'

ZnlZ I . '
"'" ''°'"'" *" P"'"-* *° Your ExteUency myrequest for pardon on xMiss Cavell's behalf.

I avail, etc., u ™,Bhand Whitlock.
104

;i



THE NIGHT OF THE EXECUTION
Miss Lanwr sat with those women aU that long eveninir

iTfilC U*'*°""r^"- Outside fcold'I'was falling. Up m my chamber I waited A stavof execution would be granted, of course; they tlwayswere granted There was not in our time an^here ^acourt, even a German court-martial, that wiuIdCaem^
a woman to death at half-past four in the afternooniS;
huiry her out and shoot her before dawn.

I ilf'"*?* 'T^'
'*"•' ^'^^°'»' ^'^ « dark face, and deLeval, paler than ever. There was nothing to be done

L«mh^' I ^u"^""'
^^°" *^y ^°»nd at Baron

Wb^'' 7t\^' ^'^ ^'"^ *"•"«• »»« «nd BaronLambert and M. Francqui were over their coffee. The

mT'T? M " •*?' '' '^^^^•' "^"* *° *»^^R- Lamber!

Tre tL
^'""^'y

r«»
^^^''^d and dark; no one was

there. They rang, and rang agam. and finally the con-

ZS *PP*^"^^-:"° «"« 7« t^e^e. he said. They in-

t^l, i
"'""^^^ ** ^*'* ^°""d a German func

tionary. who came down, stood staring stupidly; every

wh/rn TV ^^ ^^^^^^^^y was at the theaL. ^what theatre? He did not know. They urged him to

said that he was at "Le Bois Sacre." They explained

man tn^rZ °^ *
u'

^"'"'^ ^"^ "^«^"* ««d asked theman to go for him; they turned over the motor to himand he mounted on the box beside Eugene. They reached
the little variety theatre there in the Rue d'Arenberg.
Ibe German functionary went in and found the Baron,

Air/5 Zr\iuT' ^^^" *^^ P'^' was over.
All this while ViUalobar, Gibson and de Leval werem the salon at the Ministry, the room of which I have
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BELGIUM
spoken so often as the yeUow 9cdm because of the satin
upholstery of its Louis XVI furniture of white lacquer
-that bright, ahnost laughing little »alon, all done in
the gayest lightest tones, where so many little dramas
were played. All three of them were deeply moved and
very anxious-the eternal contrast, as de Leval said
between sentiments and things. Lancken entered at last!
very much surprised to find them; he was accompanied
by Count Harrach and by the young Bar- on Falken-
hausen.

They told him why they were there, and Lancken.
raismg his hands, said:

"Impossible!"

He had vaguely heard that afternoon of a condemna-
tion for spying," («W) but he did not know that it had
anything to do with the case of Miss Cavell, and in any
event it was impossible that they would put a woman to
death that night.

"Who has given you this information? For, really
to come and disturb me at such an hour you must have
information from serious and trustworthy sources."
De Leval replied:

"Without doubt, I consider my information trust-
worthy, but I must refuse to tell you from whom I re-
ceived it. Besides, what difference does it make? If the
information is true our presence at this hour is justified;
if It IS not true I am ready to take the consequences ofmy mistake."

The Baron showed irritation.

"What!" he said, "it is because 'they say' that you
come and disturb me at such an hour, me and these gen-
tlemen? No, no, gentlemen this news cannot be true.
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THE NIGHT OF THE EXECUTION
Orders are never executed with such precipitation, es-
pecially when a woman is concerned."
He paused, and then added:
"Besides, how do you think that at this hour I can

obtain any information. The Governor-General must
certainly be sleeping."

Gibson, or one of them, suggested to him that a very
sunple way of finding out would be to telephone to the
prison.

"Quite right," he said, "I had not thought of that."
He went out, was gone a few minutes, and came back

embarrassed, so they said, even a little bit ashamed, for
he said:

"You are right, gentlemen; I have learned by tele-
phone that Miss Cavell has been condemned, and that
she will be shot to-night."

Then de Leval drew out the letter that I had written
to the Baron, and gave it to him, and he read it in an
undertone—with a little sarcastic smile, so de I/'-al
said—and when he had finished he handed it back to de
Leval, and said:

"But it is necessary to have a plea for mercy at the
same time. . . .?"

"Here it is," said de Leval, and he gave him the docu-
ment. Then they all sat down.

I could see the scene—as it was described to me by
ViUalobar, by Gibson, by de Leval, in that pretty little
salon Louis XVI that I knew so well—Lancken giving
way to an outburst of feeling against "that spy," as he
called Miss Cavell, and Gibson and de Leval by turns
pleading with him, the Marquis sitting by. It was not
a question of spying, as they pointed out; it was a ques-
tion of the life of a woman—a life that had been devoted
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BELGIUM
to charity, to the service of others <!I,a h.A « j

at the beginning of the war. and now she was accusedof but one thing: of having helped British soTd"^^
ti^eir way toward Holland. She may have l^^^™!
dent, she may have acted against the laws of Se^.pymg Power but she was not a spy; she was not^„accuser! nf ka.'n» - i . .

^^ ' "* '*®' €ven

s^^TanA^-J '^^' '^' ^'^'^ °°* »'"" <^°»^icted ofspymg. and she did not merit the death of a spy. Thevsat there pleading. Gibson and de Leval. briW forth

Sr. f
^*

. °? ""^^^^ Lancken's attention to their

failure to keep the word that Conrad had given He
had long smce been accomplished, that as she had be^nfor some weeks in prison a slight delay in carW^t
vLTlrd'^/fr*^"^'^"^' *^^ German^;!
eSon nfrVH^"^ '"'^ * ^^'^ '^^ *he summaryexecution of the death sentence against a woman wouldW upon public opimon. not only in Belgium b^n

But it was all in vain. Baron von der Lancken ex-plamed to them that the Military Govemor^that?s
General von Sauberzweig-was the supreme authority(GenchUh^) in matters of this sort, that the GoyeZ
cL?rd th^"?1r ""*^°"*y *« interveneTrh

W klfvt !rt,f *^' P''°^''°°' °^ ^™«« "partiallaw It lay withm the discretion of the Militarv Hn^
ernor whether he would accept or refu era;7eaW:;clemency. And then Villalobar suddenly criedT^

Oh. come nowl It's a woman, you can't shoot a
108



THE NIGHT OP THE EXECUTION
woman like that I" ("Ctrt >«.. /_

ThTn^^^ "T ^'"""' «™"»* «'«'")

"rL« '"•'"^' "" "W'ntly moved

dJ^'^ " " ""* """ "••lock, what e.„ be

"TheTif. of ^r""' »°d *«t then Harrach said:

£L^t-4^r:-~rE^L^
nc^f ^"'*" "'^"^ «"» »*«»'«»8 there, .n-

.I,?-.™
"""""8'y sofry. but the Governor tells me

*W u'r"" T.rY'^ «»« «" executiont«I
^eiiJlv. ^1?, *^ J

°' *"' P«™8««™ 1« even refu«, to

»w« to Gibson. There was a moment of sflence in theyeUow .ahn. Then ViUalobar sprang np aXs^?^!L«oken by the shoulder said to him^in'^.n «S^f
I^Baron, I insist on speaking to you I"
Cett inutik ..." began Lancken.
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BELGIUM
"Je veiup voua pnrlerr the Marquis replied, giving

categorical emphasis to the harsh imperative.
The old Spanish pride had been mounting in the

Marquis, and he literally dragged the tall von der
Lancken into the little room near by; then voices were
heard in sharp discussion, and even through the parti-
tion the voice of Villalobar:

"It is idiotic, this thing you are going to do; you will
have another LouvainI"
A few moments later they came back—Villalobar in

silent rage, Lancken very red. And, as de Leval said,
without another word, dumb, in consternation, filled with
an immense despair, they came away.
I heard the report, and they withdrew. A little while

and I heard the street-door open. The women who had
waited all that night went out into the rain.



IX

AN EX-P08T-FACT0 EDICT

The rain had ceased and the air was soft and warm
the next morning; the sunlight shone through an autumn
haze. But over the city the horror of the dreadful deed

^"^/u%^,P/"- ^^'^^' ^*'« «"Jy posted' and
crowds huddled about them in a kind of stupefaction,
reading the long and tragic list down to the line that
closed with a piece of gratuitous brutality:

"Le jugement rendu contre Baucq et Cavett a diM
ete executi." ''

(Translation:)

"The judgment pronounced against Baucq and CaveU hasalready been put into execution."

'Avis
Par jugement du 9 octobre 1915, le tribunal de campagne a pro-

nonofi les condamnations suivantes pour trahison commise pendant

, i^.r^'i^P"" *''*''' ^"^ P""" •»«" '«='"" 4 I'ennemi):
1. Phdippe Baucq, architecte 4 BruxeUes, k la peine de mort:

* ^TJ "^i"'
P^^^'^^"' ^ Lille, k la peine de mort;

8. Edith CaveU, directrice d'un institut mMical A BruxeUes, 4 lapeine de mort; '

4. Louis Severin, pharmacien a BruxeUes, k la peine de mort-

^^«^
Comtesse Jeanne de Belleville, a Montignies, 4 la peine de

foL?"""
^"^'""' '"^°''" * ^"'"°"' * ^' *"« •*« -"vaux
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BELGIUM
Of the twenty-six others condemned with Miss Cavell,

foui^Philippe Baucq. an architect of Brussels, Louise

7. Epon« Ad. Bod.rt, k Bru«Ile., i 1« m. de t,.T.a« fotei.;
8. Albcii LlWei, .Toeat k Wwine., k 15 u. de traranx foro^;

foroii.
*" »«»«». phanDaden A Pltoragei, i 15 au de traTau

^^m^ Priacewe Marie de Croy, k BelUgnJe., 4 lO an. de travanx

Dlx-«pt aatre. accn.^ ontM condamn*. 4 de. peine, de travanx
fore*, on d empriwnnement allant de 8 & 8 ana
Hnit antre. per«,nne., accn.«e. de trahiwn con.mi.e pendant

1 iUt de gnerre, ont M acqnlttfe..

Le jn^nnent rendu eontre Baucq et CaveU a d«ji M extenU.
BruxeUe., le 18 octobre, 1915.

(Tranalatlon:) .

Gout««,.m.kt.

Nonca

no?/il"trf!,"^*''•^ °' °"*'**^' ** »'"*«'7 "bunal ha. p„H

of waT^rr f""""'-* «'-•»«»•'•««'•'• for trea«,n con.n.itted In Leof war (for having led recruit, to the enemy)

:

1. Philippe Baucq, architect of Bruwel., to death;
«. Louiae Thulie., teacher of Lille, to death;

toLttT
*""*"' """"^^ "' """"^ '"•"*"""" •* »™"«^-'

4. Looia Severin, pharmacLt of Bruwel., to death;
«. Connta. Jeanne de Belleville, of MonUgnie., to death;

laW^ '^ ' ^^"^^ °^ ^'*""«"' »» »^ year, at hard

^^^O^Prince.. Maria de Croy, of Bellignie., to 10 year, at hard

&venteen other accused person, were condemned to penalOe. ofh.rd labour or imprisonment of f«,n. « to 8 year.
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AN EX-POST-FACTO EDICT
Thulic2. a whool-teacher at Lille, Louis Severin, a
phannacist of Brussels; and the Countess Jeanne de.Bel eville^ of Montignies-sur-Roc-were sentenced to
death. Herman Capiau, a civil engineer of Wasmes.
Mrs. Ada Bodart, of Brussels. Albert Libiez. a lawyer
of Wasmes, and Georges Derveau, a pharmacist of
Paturages, were sentenced each to fifteen years penal
servitude at hard labour. The Princess Maria de Croy
was sentenced to ten years penal servitude at hard k-
bour. Seventeen others were sentenced to hard labour
or to terms of imprisonment of from two to five years,
ine eight remaining were acquitted.
All day long sad and solemn groups stood under the

trees m the boulevards amid the falling leaves gazing
at the grun affiche.

"

In one of the throngs a dignified old judge said:
Cen etatt pas Vexicution d'nn jugement; c'etait un

assasnndtf"

Eight other persons accused of treason committed in tin>e of war
were acquitted.

The judgment rendered against Baucq and Cavell has already
been executed. '

Brussels, October 12, ,915. Gov.hnment.

Mh. Whitlock, American Minister in Brussels, to Mr. Pao.

(Telegraphic.)
"""''"" '''*""""' ^'^"'''' '^''^' ''' '^''^

.ulZ^^TyJ **"'»?"* ^'^''"'^' '""' "-^ "^P"^" «f '^- »J"* and

at 8 o clock this morning, despite our best efforts continued until the
last moment Full report follows by mail.

Whitlock, American Minitter.
[I was mistaken in supposiajT Aat the cxecuOon h«i taken placeat two o clock.] ,, ,

*^
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BELGIUM
The horror of it pervaded the house. I found mywire weeping at evening; no need to atk what waa the

matter The wife of the chaplain had been there, with•ome deUil of Miss CaveUV last hours-how die had
•nsen weanly from her cot at the coming of the clergy-
man, drawn her dressing-gown about her thin throat

*!. . i!*' i,"°**
*° '*"* ^•"'" ^°n ^^^ Lancken asking

that the Govemor-General permit the body of Miss
Cavell to be buried by the American Legation and the
friends of the dead girl' In reply the Baron himself

•Mil. Whitiock. American Mliii.ter in Bru..eli, to M«, Paoi
American Legation, Bruueli, October 14, 1910.

Mt mar Collkaovb.—
Referring to my letter of ywterday in regard to the caw of Miu

Cavell, I beg to endow herewith further correspondence In regard

fTTT* **"* •'" ^^ ^ '•'"^'"^ »» »h« School for Nam.
of which ihe was the directress.

I have not received a written reply to my note to Baron von derLancken on the subject, but he came to see me yesterday after-
noon and stated that the body had been interred near the prison ofSt GI11.S, where the execution took place; that under the remla-
tlon. goveniing such cases it was impossible to exhume the body
without written permission from the Minister of War in Berlin

K ^!? u
^' •""* °° "'*''"**y *° "^ permission to exhmne

tte body but that immediately upon the return of the Govemor-
General he would request him to take the matter up

I hope to be able to tell you that we have at last been able to
accomplish this small service.

' ""' *"•' Bhakd Whiti.oc«.

Mh. Whitlock. American Minister in Brussels, to Babon ton on
Lancken

Bruxelles, le 12 octobre, 1913.
Exc«LLENCY,-M. Faider, Premier President de la Cour d'Appel

de Bruxelles, et Pr&ident de TEcole beige d'Infirmiires diplomies
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AN EX-POST-FACTO EDICT

Kliaiw. rit« Jr!^ • I"'!'™'' »""' ""Ptrt Mid with

Je le prie, etc., „

V«w» w- „ BniMeh, October 12, IQ15.

Court of Appeal .i,d President of the Belgian School of Ce^M

tI Cor» i ^rf^"'
"•"" "" «'""*'"' »"" morning

•The Committee midertake., to the removal of the body and iUburid to . cemetery to the Bru«cl, district, to conform to aU th^regdatlon. that the German authorities may 'see fit to mTkl

I. .
:!.'"'* * °° objection will be made to this request and

a^rt 'ofttTfr VTu^T '•^^" ''" "» ^enerouTdtotod.^^rt of her Ufe wiU not be denied the performance of this piou.

of thlTl^' *r/T' *° """"'='"' *" y"" Excellency the requestof^the Belgian School of Certified Nurses, and, awaitin'g your^X
' Brand Whitlock.
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BELGIUM
penal Government. The Governor-Oeneral hinuelfhad gone to Berlin.

-*»«ner»i nunMir

wh^hVhn?/""' S"*'?*^' ""^ I *^««ked him for

•oene the night before in that wte-room with Lweken.The Marqu., wa. much concerned about the CoS„J^Jeanne de Belleville and Madame Thulie.. teth Pi^S^"

7i. ^ ^^ *"" "°* *° ^ concerned; that the effect

-it^o"uS"'"*" '""r'"" ^'^ -* -^^S^ i" ^^"S^-^t would procure other liberation., these among themThe thirst for blood had been slaked and there wouWte

ir»2^ ''!;^f
**• ^* ^-^'^'^ •W time aboutthe tragedy and about all the tragedies that went to«nake up the larger tragedy of the war.

We are getting old." he said. "Life is goinu. ^^5

of the old-the new generation will push us aside."
Gibson and de Leval prepared reports of the whole

matter and I sent them by the next courier to our Em-ba«y at London.' But somehow that very day the news
got out mto Holland and shocked the world. Richards,

•M«. Whitlock, American MinUtcr in Bru«el., to M.. Pao.

c B -
American Legation, Bniisels, October IS, IQia.

of Ml'^Edfr?* n ^r""" '=°""P«"«J«^»«« '" «««rd to the caseof MlM Edith Cavell, I regret to be obliged to Inform you, in con-
firmation of my telegram of yesterday morning, that the death «„-
tence recommended by the proaecuting attorney wa, imposed bythe court-martial, and that Mis. Cavell was executed early yeste^day morning. ' j«ier-

JnT^"'" fTr'?
'"' ^''" '"fonnation copies of all the corre-

spondence which I have had with the German authorities In regard
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AN EX.POST-PACTO EDICT

fnUy infomed .. to development..
''^" ^

JefemJ .nfil X ^
e.eci.llon of the .ratenc. .i„„ld be

Brand Whitlock.

M.. HUC.H 0,..oK, Secretary of the Au..>an Legation In Brn..el.to Ma. Wh.tlo«, American MinUter In BrumU
'

Report for the Minuter

Q» IT
/"^''°'" ^'«''"'"'' B™"el«, October 12 101,

.««hU„. •) ..a „l.<, f„, . «.^„ ., 2CI'.U'X

'
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BELGIUM
horror. And even the Germans, who seemed always to
do a deed and to consider its effect afterwards, knew that

phonic enquiry was made at the Politlsche Abteihmg as to the facts.
It was stated that no sentence had as yet been pronounced and that
there would probably be a delay of a day or two before a decision
was reached. Mr. Conrad gave positive assurances that the Legation
would be fully informed as to the developments in this case. De-
spite these assurances we made repeated enquiries in the course of
the day, the last one being at 6:80 p.m., Belgian time. Mr. Conrad
then stated that sentence had not yet been pronounced, and specifi-
cally renewed his previous assurances that he would not fail to
inform us as soon as there was any news.
At 8:30 it was learned from an outside source that sentence had

been passed in the course of the afternoon (before the last con-
versation with Mr. Conrad), and that the execution would take
place during the night. In conformity with your instrucUons, I
went (accompanied by M. de Leval) to look for the Spanish Min-
ister and found him dining at the home of Baron Lambert. I
explamed the circumstances to His Excellency and asked that (as
you were ill and unable to go yourself) he go with us to see Baron
von der Lancken and support as strongly as possible the plea,
which I was to make in your name, that execution of the death
penalty should be deferred until the Governor could consider your
appeal for clemency.

We took with us a note addressed to Baron von der Lancken,
and a plea for clemency ("requeU en grace") addressed to the
Governor-General. The Spanish Minister willingly agreed to
accompany us, and we went together to the Politische Abteilung.
Baron von der Lancken and all the members of his staff were

absent for the evening. We sent a messenger to ask that he return
at once to sea us in regard to a matter of utmost urgency. A little
after 10 o'clock he arrived, followed shortly after by Count
Harrach and Herr von Falkenhausen, members of his staff The
circumstances of the case were explained to him and your note
presented, and he read it aloud in our presence. He expres-ed
disbelief in the report that sentence had actually been passed - nd
manifested some surprise that we should give credence to any report

118



AN EX-POST FACTO EDICT
they had another Louvain, another i 'mtania. for which
to answer before the b • c i civilis it? ..i. The lives of the

not emanaUng from official sources, ilc « :s quite insistent on know-
ing the exact source of our information, but this I did not feel at
liberty to communicate to him. Baron von der Uncken stated that
it was quite improbable that sentence had been pronounced, and that
even if so it would not be executed in so short a time, and that in
any event it would be quite impossible to ake any action before
morning. It was, of course, pointed out to him that if the facts
were as we believed them to be, action would be useless unless
taken at once. We urged him to ascertain the facts immediately,
and this, after some hesitancy, he agreed to do. He telephoned to
the presiding judge of the court-martial and returned in a short
time to say that the facts were as we had represented them, and
that it was intended to carry out the sentence before morning. We
then presented, as earnestly as possible, your plea for delay. So
far as I am able to judge, we neglected to present no phast of the
matter which might have had any effect, emphasizing the horror
of executing a woman, no matter what her offense, pointing out that
the death sentence had heretofore been imposed only ^or actual
cases of espionage, and that Miss Cavell was not even accused by
the German authorities of anything so serious. I further called
attention to the failure to comply with Mr. Conrad's promise to
inform the Legation of the sentence. I urged that inasmuch as the
offenses charged against Miss CaveU were long since accomplished,
Wid that as she had been for some weeks in prison, a delay in carry-
ing out the sentence could entail no danger to the German cause
I even went so far as to noint out the fearful effect of a summary
execution of this sort upon public opinion, both here and abroad,
and, although I had no authority for doing so, called attention to
the possibility that it might bring about reprisals.
The Spanish Minister forcibly supported all our representations

and made an earnest plea for clemency.
Baron von der Lancken stated that the Military Governor was

the supreme authority ("Gerichtsherr") in matters of this sort; tha*
appeal from his decision could be carried only to the Emperor the'
Governor General having no authority to intervene in such clses
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BELGIUM
three who remained, of the five who had been condemned
to death, were ultimately spared, as I had told ViUalobar

He added that nnder the provisions of German martial law the
Military Governor had discretionary power to accept or to refuse
acceptance of an appeal for clemency. After some discussion he
agreed to call the Military Governor on the telephone and learn
whether he had already ratified the sentence, and whether there was
any chance for clemency. He returned in about half an hour and
stated that he had been to confer personally with the Military Gov-
ernor, who said that he had acted in the case of Miss CaveU only
after mature deliberation; that the circumstances in her case were
of such a character that he considered the inflicUon of the death
penalty imperative; and that in view of the circumstances of this
case he must decline to accept your plea for clemency, or any repre-
sentaUon in regard to the matter.
Baron von der Lancken then asked me to take back the note which

I had presented to him. To this I demurred, pointing out that it
was not a requite en grace" but merely a note to him transmit-
ting a communication to the Governor, which was itself to be con-
sidered as the "requite en grace." I pointed out that this was
expressly stated in your note to him, and tried to prevail upon him
to keep It; he was very insistent, however, and I finally reached
the conclusion that inasmuch as he had read it aloud to us and
we knew that he was aware of its contents, there was nothing to
be gained by refusing to accept the note, and accordingly took it
back.

Even after Baron von der Lancken's very positive and definite
statement that there was no hope, and that under the circumstances
even the Emperor himself could not intervene," we continued to

appeal to every sentiment to secure delay, and the Spanish Min-
ister even led Baron von der Lancken aside in order to say very
forcibly a number of things which he would have felt hesitancy in
saying in the presence of the younger officers and of M. de Leval
a Belgian subject.

*

His Excellency talked very earnestly with Baron von der Lancken
for about a quarter of an hour. During this time M. de Levaland I presented to the yomiger officers every argument we could

120



AN EX-POST-FACTO EDICT

tlie United States made repreMntotiom at Berlin on

"".edUWj, „.u„ed .« .he Leg.uf, .„ „i,.r,,"*'
'"' '

Hugh Gibson.

all necessary steos taken f«- I 11 ^"' "** "" *° ''a^e

ceiled, the Zegarn/o„ the ?;^^^^^^^^^
^° ^'^ ^-« -

authorities of your irtL
S^P*«-''«'> 'eminded the German

the Brussels cZ^^^^^^^^:^-^' '-- at

German authorities about the case ^ '^""« '''^

friends of Miss Cavell hZ i^ ^"« "'^''^ed me that personal

German Court th.rhe a.r f. .
" *° ''^''^°** "^^ »>«^°- the

unforeseen cilmstane^Twa "' .'"* *'"' "^"^ *» --
that Court, addi:;rrhe^a7XdT

K.>:cT
''''''^' ^"^

the Brussels Bar and his fr.VnJ ! * u
^'"*^hen, a member of

I, lhe«f,„, ., ,„ee p„, „j„,f ^ e™„„ie.ta, wiU, M.
121

I';

II I''

^^il

i\'



BELGIUM
behalf of the Countess de Belleville and Madame Thu-
liez, and their sentences were commuted to imprison-

Kirschen, who told me that Miss Cavell was prosecuted for having
helped soldiers to cross the frontier. I asked him whether he had
seen Miss Cavell and whether she had made any statement to him,
and to my surprise found that the lawyers defending prisoners be-
fore the German Military Court were not allowed to see their clients
before the trial, and were not shown any document of the prose-
cution. This, M. Kirschen said, was in accordance with the Ger-
man military rules. He added that the hearing of the trial of
such cases was carried out very carefuUy, and that in his opinion,
although it was not possible to see the client before the trial, in fact
the trial itself developed so carefuUy and so slowly, that it was
generaUy possible to have a fair knowledge of all the facts and
to present a good defense for the prisoner. This would specially
be the case for Miss Cavell, because the trial would be rather long
as she was prosecuted with thirty-four other prisoners.

I informed M. Kirschen of my intention to be present at the
trial so as to watch the case. He immediately dissuaded me from
taking such attitude, which he said would cause a great prejudice
to the prisoner, because the German judges would resent it and feel
it almost as an affront as if I was appearing to exercise a kind of
supervision on the trial. He thought that if the Germans would
admit my presence, which was very doubtful, it would in any case
cause prejudice to Miss Cavell.

M. Kirschen assured me over and over again that the Military
Court of Brussels was always perfectly fair and that there was
not the slightest danger of any miscarriage of justice. He prom-
ised that he would keep me posted on all the developments which
tte case would take and would report to me the exact charges
fliat were brought against Miss Cavell and the facts concerning
her that would be disclosed at the trial, so as to aUow me to judge
by myself about the merits of the case. He insisted that, of course
he would do all that was humanly possible to defend Miss Cavell
to the best of his ability.

Three days before the trial took place M. Kirschen wrote me a
few lines saying that the trial would be on the next Thursday, the
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BELGIUM
"Theaffiche announcing the execution of the sentence

^J^n^t mss^Cayell was not the only oneon th^w^o^
the German or allied troop., i. guilty of one of the crime, ofparagraph 90 of the German Penal Code."
The c..e referred to in above .aid paragraph 90 c.n.l.t, in:

. . . conducting soldiers to the enemy. . . " rvi. 'V,-. v - j

The penalties above set forth apply, according to paragraph 160

GemLf
'"""" '^•"'' '" "" °' ^"' *- fo«igners „ weU a. to

the'fat'oTi''*"*^^
^'°" "'*' ''""'*' ^'" Cavell disclosed all

fn inte „ ? V ' P"""^""°"- ^he wa. questioned in German,

ZT^^v ^r"':""*
«» *>>« questions in French, with whkhangjage M.ss Cavell was well acquainted. She sMe wZuttrembhng and showed a clear mind. Often she added some « aterprecision to her previous depositions

^

Engh.nd, she replied that s^e thought that if she had not doneso they would have been shot by the Germans, and that the"for. she^thought she only did her duty to her ^ountryt.^
The Military Public Prosecutor said that ariniment mi^h* l„
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BELGIUM
Claes, of Schaerbcek, a suburb of Brussels, had been
condemned at Limbourg and shot as a spy,* and an-

tUt the judgment had been deUvered at five o'clock in the after-
noon, that Mi.i Cavell had been sentenced to death, uid that the
would be .hot at i o'clock the next morning. I told my informer
that I was extremely aurprised at thia, became the LegaUon had
received no informaUon yet, neither from the German authorities
nor from M. Kirschen, but that the matter was too serious to run
the smaUest chance, and that therefore I would proceed immedi-
ately to the Legation to confer with your ExceUency and take aU
possible steps to save Miss Cavell's life.

According to your Excellency's decision, Mr. Gibson and myself
went, with the Spanish Minister, to see Baron von der Lancken, and
the report of our interview and of our effort, to save Miss CaveU
is given to you by Mr. Gibson.

This morning Mr. Gahan. the English clergyman, caUed to see

.K?*,"! "f *?'* •"' ^^ •*"• ^*"' ^"^'^^ *^ ^" «U ye-terday
night at 10 o clock, that he had given her the Holy Communion and

wv J
'"" •"'"'"Wy 'twng and calm. I asked Mr. Gah«,

whether she had made any remarks concerning the legal side of hercaw, and whether the confession which she made before the trial«d .n tte Court was, in his opinion, perfectiy free and sincere.

^L,^ rr V^" '"^^ ^ "••* ••" P*'^'^^ -*" knewwhat -he h^ done; that «H»rding to the law, of course, she wasguUty and had admitted her guilt, but that she was happy to diefor her country. '

G. Dl LiVAL.

J^tf"'""'"
'""""*" ''' '• P"''*°~ ^« Li-'bourg public ce

Avis
Par jugement du 7 octobre 1915 du tribunal de campagne dugouvcmement militaire de 1. province de Limbourg, lequdTug.^ment a a£ confirm^ hier par moi, le nommi ' *

PlERBK-JoSIPH ClAIB
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^'» 'error was spread every-
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BELGIUM
sion almost as painful as the crime it sought to justify,

and enraged and humiliated the people. This statement
or proclamation—prepared, no doubt, while the trial was
in progress—was posted on Monday, before the judg^
ment against Miss Cavell had been pronounced, and
evidently it had been put out to prepare the public mind
for the shock of the affiche of Tuesday morning which
was to announce the murder of Miss Cavell. Its imc-
tuous, sanctimonious tone, invariably the sign of some
new outrage, the allusion to espionage, the threat of

severest penalties, show that the deed had been premed-
itated and arranged. It showed, another thing—that the

offensive of the Allies had angered the Germans; and,

as always, when ca cnts were not to their liking, they

avenged themselves upon the helpless.

The result of the offensive of the Allies is known, that offensive

so long expected on tht western front [said the proclamation of

the Governor-General]. The German lines resisted a violent can-

nonading lasting seventy hours, and the numerically superior forces

of the enemy. The French have lost several hundred thousand in

killed and wounded, and the English, both white and coloured, have

suffered even greater losses. In spite of the enormous number of

lives and the immense amount of ammunition recklessly sacrificed,

the enemies of the German Empire have in no way succeeded in their

aim, which is to reconquer Belgium and the north of France.

While this decisive battle was raging on the front, I have had
to protect the rear of the German army against hostile manceuvres.

During this time I have been obliged to combat tendencies due

—

as was the desperate offensive of the Allies—to a belief in a prompt
re-establishment of the old order of things, and to the old and vain

hopes. Certain circles which, more than any other, should have

wished to aid in maintaining interior peace, have incited the minds

to resistance ; certainC persons who have declared themselves ready

to co-operate with me in re-establishing prosperity in the country,

have once more lent a complaisant ear to insinuations emanating
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BELGIUM
But it wai the other affiche. which attracted no notice,

or very little notice, that had the greater ligniflcance,

lifoct allemMidei ont r<aiiM k one canonnade dc 70 hcorei et k
U rap<rlorit< num^rique conaid^rable de renneml. Lm Franfais
ont eu pluiicun centalnes de milliera de tu^t et de bleia^s, tandii que
lei Anglaif, blanca et de couleur, ont lubi dei pertes relativement

plui ^lev^s encore. Malgr< le nombre <nonne dei viei humalnet
ct lea immense quantit^t de munitiona qu'ila ont aacrifl^a aana n^
nagement, lea ennemia de I'EmpIre allemand ne ae aont rapprocb^a
en rien de leur but, qui eat de reconqu^rir la Belgique et la France
du Nord.

Pendant que cette bataille d^ciaiTe falaalt fureur aur le front,

J'ai en k prot^ger le doa de Tarm/c allemande contre dea roanouvrea

hoatilea. A cette occasion j'ai iii oblige de combattre dea tendancea

duea, tout comme loffenaive d^aeap^r^e dea Allies, k d'anciennea et

vainea eaperancca, k la croyance en un prompt r^tablisacment do
I'ancien £tat dc cbosea. Ccrtaina milieux qui, plua que tout autre,

devraient avoir k cocur de favoriser la paix int^rieure, ont incite lea

eaprita k la resistance; dea peraonnea qui a'^taient d^clar^a pr£tea k
co-op<rer avec mol k r^tablir le bien-£tre dana le paya, ont prSti

de nouveau une oreille complaiaante aux insinuations venant du
Havre et de Londrea; de faux prophitea r^pandant de fauaaea

nouvellea ont a^duit dea malheureux crMulea et lea ont amenta k
commettre dea actions criminellea. Par faux patriotiame et plua
encore par cupidity, dea Belgea ae aont laiaada entrainer k un espi-

onnage qui a abouti au meme &hcc que I'offenaive ennemie.

Malgr^ tout, noua aommea parvenus k tenir k I'^cart I'ennenii

aoumoia et lAche qui, periidement, menacait la a^urit^ de Tarmfe
allemande. Lea peinea lea plua rigoureuaea ont At £tre appliqu^
sans piti6 k ceuz que de vaina eapoir.s ont amenta k se rendre cou-

pables d'actions criminelles. Lea faits, qui parlent une langage Elo-

quent, r^futeront par eux-memes tons lea bruita de victoires de noa

ennemia et les nouvlles annonfant que les armies allemandea 6vac-

uent le pays. Ce que noua tenons, noua le tenons bien.

Cette derni^re deception impose aux Beiges le devoir d'en tirer

des enseignements quant k I'avenir et de ne plus prater si credule-
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for it stamp, with the ineflPnceable geol of its amatina
•dmwsion the whole procec<Hng that did Miss Cavcil to
death as ilkgal. even according to the German code. It
was a last and crowning infamy, that threw a flood of
light on what might have long remained the mystery of
that trial behind the closed dcK)rs of the Senate chanilier
—an ex-poat-facto law or decree defining and declaring
the offense for which Miss Cavell had already been
tried, condemned and put to death.
In the statement of von Hissing on the "situation,"

which I hove translated in full, there was a reference to
t>l?ymg-~etpionmge. It was the first time that the acts
of Miss Cavell had been referred to publicly and offi-
cially as spying; but it was as "the spy Cavell" that they
always referred to her thereafter. But Miss Cavell was
not charged with spying; she was not convicted or sen-

ment foi k dea nouvellcs qui, le Icndcmain, forc^ment, ae r^vfcleront
meniongei. Tow ceux qui, sous mon administration, travalllent,
qui gagnent •uffisement et qui ont su ncquerir la satisfaction int^
rieure du devoir accompli, doivcnt contrlbuer k faire jouir des m^mea
blenfaits ceux de leurs prochalns qui aont encore avengl^a. L'expi-
rience dea dernifcrea aemainca prouve que la s&urlte dea armdea
allemandca eat aaaur^e contre lea complota les mieux tramps. Mais
la a^curit^ de la vie acUve, qui, aeule, peut gu^rir lea maux de la
Belglque souffrante, ne peut 6trc garanUe qu'A ceux qui, laissant aux
aoldata le aoln de combattre et secondant mes efforts, favorisent dans
leur millleu la paix int^ricure et la prosp^rit^ feonomlque du pnys.
Lea arret^s que je promulgue poursulvent le meme but; quiconque
les cnfreint aublra, dana toute leur duret^, les peines qu'ils edictent.
Ceux qui contrecarrent mea efforts doivent s'attendre a subir toutes
lea rigeurs de la loi martiale; ceux qui me secondent dans ma tache
vlennent en aide, de la mani^rc la plus efficace, a leur patrie, k
leurs compatriots et k eux-memes.

Lb Govtkrneur General.
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tenced to death for spying. There was no evidence and
no claim that she had been a spy. She was charged with
having violated that paragraph of the German Military
Penal Code which punished with death those who con-
ducted troops to the enemy {Dem Feinde Mannschaften
zufuhren), and it was on this charge that she was con-
victed. To the German military mind this is "treason,"
and the nomenclature does not seem any the less aston-
ishing when they qualify it by caUing it "treason in time
of war."

But as a matter of fact and as a matter of law, even
this charge did not apply and Mfas not sustained. Miss
Cayell had not conducted any troops to the enemy; in
individual cases she had aided soldiers in various charita-
ble and humane ways, and had helped them and boys who
had as yet performed no military service and never worn
a uniform, to escape out of Belgium and to cross the
frontier into Holland, a neutral country, where the sol-

diers would be interned until the end of the war and the
young men have the status of citizens of any other na-
tion. There was, indeed, no proof that any of these sol-

diers or these Belgian boys had joined the enemy, singly
or as "troops," except, it is said, in the case of one lad
who wrote and mailed a postal card to thank Miss Cavell
for the aid she had rendered him, and saying that he had
got to England and joined the English army. This
card, it was said, was found by the German secret police,

and proved to be one of the clues that led to Miss Ca-
vell's arrest.

But even so, these men were not conducted by Miss
Cavell to the enemy; the charge was—and she did not
deny it—that she had given them asylum and had aided
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them either by gifts of money, of food and of clothes, or
by hospitality and care when they were sick.
These are not mere lawyer's quibbles; they would

seem to afford sufficient reason in any English or Amer-
ican court for dismissing the charge on the ground of
variance. And the Germans themselves recognized this
fatal variance, for on that very day, the twelfth of Octo-
ber, after they had executed a judgment which even
their own laws would not sustain, they posted the af-
fiche announcing a new decree that sought to cure the
defect by defining the offense for which they had already
shot their frail victim, and punishing with death those
who aided or harboured fugitive soldiers.

"Whoever knowingly aids, in any manner whatso-
ever, such a person {i.e.. a person who has wished to aid
an enemy of Germany) in concealing his presence,
whether by giving him lodging, by clothing him, or by
giving him nourishment, is liable to the same punish-
ment" (death).'

•Avis

II y a encore dans le territoire du gouvernement g^n^ral des
personnes qui se cachent et qui ont appartenu pendant la guerre
k une arm^ ennemie ou sont venues dans le pays sur I'ordre d'un
gouvernement ennemi. Je consens k accorder I'impunit^ k ces per-
sonnes si elles se font connaitre et se prdsentent volontairement k
I'autorit^ militaire allemande dans les vingt-qnatre heures; dans ce
cas je me bornerai k les en^oyer en Allemagne comme prisonniers de
guerre. Ces personnes, si elles ne se sont pas presentfes avant
respiration du delai pr£cit6 ainsi que tontes les autres personnes
qui leur viennent en aide d'une maniire quelconque, entre autres en
les logeant, en les habillant ou en les nourrissant, seront punies de
la peine de mort ou de fortes peines de travaux forces et d'em-
prisonnement en vertu de I'arret^ ci-dessous.

J'ai invite les gouverneurs k d^creter den dispositions speciales
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BELGIUM
Such was the new edict of the Governor-General, pro-

mulgated an hour or two after Miss Cavell had been

et des interdictions de nature k assurer la s&urite des installations
importantes au point de vue militaire. Quiconque enfreindra ces
interdictions s'exposera k 6tre tu6 sur-le-champ.

Void )c texte de I'arret^ susmentionn^:

ARRfinE

concernant let pertonne* appartenant aux armSet ennemiet et leg
agent* ennemit qui »e cachent dan* le pay*, ain*i que

le* per*onne* qui leur viennent en aide

Article l*'.—Quiconque appnrtient k une arm^e ennemie on a
appartenu a une telle apres le debut de la guerre, quiconque se trouve
au service d'un gouvernement ennemi ou d'une personne qui agit
dans I'interet d'un gouvernement ennemi, sera puni de travaux
forces (a moins que d'autres lois ne pr^voient une peine plus
rigoureuse encore) s'il dissimule aux antorit^s allemandes s« pr^
sence dans le territoire du gouvernement ou s'y tient cach^.
En cas de circonstances att^nuantes, le peine ne pourra etre inf^

rieure k S mois.

Art. 2.—S"il r&ulte des circonstances que la personne en question
a voulu favoriscr une pul88nncc dtrangire ou nuire aux forces mili-
toires de TEmpire allemand ou de ses alli&, elle sera punie de la
peine de mort.

Art S.—Quiconque, en connaissance de cause, aide, d'une maniire
quelconque, une telle personne k dissimuler son s^jour, entre autres
en la logeant, en I'habUlant ou la nourrissant, est passible des mSmea
peines.

Si, dans les cas prdvus k I'article 2, le complice b&^ficie de cir-
Constances attenuantes, la peine de mort pourra etre remplac^e p.,une peine de travaux forces qui ne sera pas inf^rieure k 2 ans.

Art. 4.-Quiconque connait le sejour d'une des personnes d&
signfes A 1 article ler et n'en previent pas immediatement une auto-
r.te mihtaire allemande, sera puni d'une peine d'emprisonnement;
quiconque, dans un tel cas, a su que les circonstances pr^vues k
1 article 2 existaient en realite, sera puni de travaux forces ou d'une
l-e.ne d emprisonnement qui nc pourra etre inf^ricnre k 6 mois
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AN EX-POST-FACTO EDICT
diot. to cure a defect in the process that had condemned
ner.

1 ^^•J-^''
"""* P" Pu-ies lea personne. d^aign^es aux arU-

IZll r * T " *""'""* **'" '•= *"'***'•«' ^^ gouvemonent

,1 !
" l"^""*"* volontairemcnt k I'autorit^ militaire dan. le.

vingt-quatre heore. k I'affichage public du pr6aent arrets.
Bruxelles, le 12 octobre, 1915.

Le Gouverneur G6,6ral en Belgiqne, Baeo« to» B.«,no, G&.6ral-
Colonel.

(Translation:)

NoTICC
There arc aUU in the territory of the General Govemme ; per-sons who are in hiding and who have belonged during the waftoan enemy anny, or who have come into the country under the ordersof an enemy Government. I consent to accord impunity to these

persons if they make them.lves known, and if they present the!
selves voluntarily to the Ge.man military authorities within twenty-
four hours; .n this case I shall limit myself to sending them to Ger-many as prisoners of war. These persons, if they do not present^emselves before the expiration of the prescribed time, as well a,
all other persons who aid them in any manner whatsoever, whether

^ giving tJiem lodging, by clothing them or by nourishing them,
will be punched with death or with hard labour and imprisonmentby virtue of the order hereinunder.

'

I have asked the Governors to decree special provisions and pro-

st^r " '"'*"" '"' *° ''""«= '"^^ "'^'''y «f important^
.nation, .mportan.

_

om a military point of view. Whoever dis-

Th?f!n -^"f ;.' " "•" "P*""' '^""^^^ '- ^-tJ* - the spot.The following is the text of the abor .-mentioned order:

Ordkr
concerning per,on, belonging to enemy armie, and enemy agent,who are htdtng theneehei in the country, at well a,

pertone who aid them.
Article l.-Whoever belongs to an enemy army, or has belonged

to such since the beginning of the war, whoever is in the employ
of an enemy Government or of a person who is acting in the inter-
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BELGIUM
ert. of an enemy Government, will be punished with hard labour
(unless other laws provide a punishmeiit even more severe) if he
conceal, his presence from the German authorities in the territory
Of the Government, or keeps himself hidden therein.

In case of extenuating circumstances the punishment shall not
De less than three months.

Art. 2.-If circumstances should prove that the person in ques-

wJITdeaL
™" ^^'''' " °^ '*" '"'"' •"" ''"^ ^ P'^*^^

Art. 8.-Whoever knowingly aids in any manner whatsoever sucha person in concealing his presence, whether by giving him lodginir

pLilW " ^^ *"'"* ^'" nourishment, is liable to the fame

If, in the cases provided in Article k, the accomplice profit, by

Ic^ bvT*
"--stance,, the penalty of death mfy be r^^

t'hrfwo'yet^.^"""'"*^"*
°' '"' '"•"" '" • ^''^ "^ -» '-

™.nf? V-^''^^"
'»''^» °f *e presence of such person, as arementioned a. Article 1 and does not immediately warn the Ger-man military authorities of them, wiU be punished with imprison-ment; whoever, m such case, has known that the circumstances en-

hard*^ K^^ "f * •"*'' ''"*"''"y '"""^ ^y» ^ P'^i'hed with

mo^tli
" ^ •'»P'"onment for a period of not less than six

Art «.-The persons designated in Articles 1 and 2 who are inhe territory of the General Government will not be plnUh^ ?^ey present themselves voluntarily to the military authoriur^th-
in twenty-four hours of the public posting of this order.

Jfrussels, 12 October, 1915.
The Governor General in Belgium. Bahon von Bissino, Colonel-

General



MISS catell's last night

OuE reel.r, Mr. Gahan. whose services and sacrificesdurmg all those sad and brutal times were consoCtoso many was the last representative of her own peop eoseeMissCavell. He had gone from the J^atbntthe pnson of St.-Gilles, and his wife was amonKthew«tmg women on that night at the Legation MrGahan was with Miss Cavdl aU that evening. Td
asTf'ifZ

""'' "''* '^^''" "^ ^'*^ ^- «* th*e ve^y

eSv that fh r'''"
"" '"*'"» circumstance of the trag-edy that the German aplain was kind.

When Mr. Gahan arrived at the prison th^t nightMiss Cavell was lying on the narrow cot in . .r Si;she arose, drew on a dressing-gown, folded it about herthm form, and received him cahnly. She had never
^cpected such an end to the trial, but she was brave and

^rthat'JT ^^'^r^
The judgment had been i.ad toher that afternoon there in her cell. She had writtenHters to her mother in England and to certainTf ^erfriends and entrusted them to the German authorities.

She did not complam of her trial; she had avowed all.she said-and it is one of the saddest, bitterest ironies ofthe whole tragedy that she seems not to have known that
all she had avowed was not sufficient, even under Ger-man law. to justify the judgment passed upon her.Ihe German chaplam had been kind and she was willmg
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BELGIUM
for him to be with her at the last, if Mr. Gahan could not
be. Life had not been all happy for her, she said, and
she was glad to die for her country. Life had been hur-
ried, and she was grateful for those weeks of rest in
prison.

She had no hatred for any one, and she had no re-
grets; she received the sacrament.

"Patriotism is not enough," she said, "I must have no
hatred and no bitterness toward any one."

Those, so far as we know, were her last words. She
had been told that she would be called at five o'clock.
... At six they came and the^ black van conveyed her
and the architect Baucq to the Tir National—where they
were shot. Miss Cavell was brave and cahn at the last,

and she died facing the firing squad—another martyr
in the old cause of human liberty.

In the touching report that Mr. Gahan made there is

a statement—one of the last that Edith Cavell ever made
—which in its exquisite pathos illuminates the whole of
that life ofstem duty, ofhuman service and martyrdom.'

* Report by Mr. Gahan, Britiih Chaplain in Brutteli.

On Monday evening, the llth October, I was admiHed by special
passport from the German authorities to the prison of St.-Gilles,
where Miss Edith Cavell had been confined for ten weeks. The
final sentence had been given early that afternoon.

To my astonishment and relief I found my friend perfectly calm
and resigned. But this could not lessen the tenderness and inten-
sity of feeling on either part during that last interview of almost
an hour.

Her first words to me were upon a matter concerning herself
personally, but the solemn asseveration which accompanied them
was made expressly in the light of God and eternity. She then
added that she wished all her friends to know that she willingly
gave her life for her country, and said: "I have no fear nor shrink-
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MISS CAVELL'S LAST NIGHT
She said that she was grateful for the six weeks of rest
she had just before the end. During those weeks she had
read aad reflected; her companions and her solace were

r^u'.. S.*'*''
^""^y*^ ^°°^ *«<* *he Imitation of

Christ. The notes she made in these books reveal her
thoughts in that time and will touch the uttermost
depths of any nature nourished in that beautiful faith
which IS at once so tender and so austere. The Prayer
Book, with those laconic entries on its fly-leaf in which
she set down the sad and eloquent chronology of her
fate, the copy of the Imitation which she had read and

Ing; I have seen death so often that it is not strange o, fearful
to n,e. She further said: "I thank God for this ten weeks' quiet

u"» ^" !•"*• ^^^ •"»" •^''-y »'«"' hurried and full of diffi-

»L ,

"'!"' °^ *'* ''" '^''" »'"* ""''y" "They have
.11 been very kind to me here. But this I would say, sUnding as Ido in view of God and eternity: I reali.e that patriotism fs not
enOTgh. I must have no hatred or bitterness towards any one

"
We partook of the Holy Communion together, and she received

the Gospe message of consolation with all her heart. At the close
of the httle service I beg«, to repeat the words "Abide with me"and she joined softly in the end.
We sat quietly talking until it was time for me to go. She gaveme parting messages for relations and friends. She spoke of hersod

.
needs at the moment and she received the assurance ofGod s Word as only the Christian can do.

Then I said "Good-bye," and she smiled and said "We shallmeet again.

The German militory chaplain was with her at the end and
afterwards gave her Christian burial.
He told me; "She was brave and bright to the last. She pro-

cZt ••' ••ShiTd^f "f
*'"'' "'^ "'" ^''^ *° ''^ ^°"'"

country. She died like a heroine."

H. SxiHLiNQ T. Gahan,
British Chaplain, Brussels.
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BELGIUM
marked during thos« weeks in prison—weeks which,
as she so pathetically said, had given her rest and quiet
and time to think in a life that had been "so hurried—"
and the passages noted in her firm hand, all have a deep
and appealing pathos.

Just before the end she wrote a number of letters; she
forgot no one. / mong the letters that she left was one
addressed to the nurses of her school, and there was a
message for a girl who was trying to break herself of
the morphine habit. Miss Cavell had been trying to help
her, and she sent word telling her to be brave, and that
if God would permit she would continue to try to help
her.

, N

It was on October 10, 1913, already doomed to
death, that :Miss Cavell wrote the letter to her nurses.
The letter was in French, for all the nurses were Bel-
gian girls, and in it, after expressing the sorrow she felt
in bidding adieu to her pupils, she wrote of the joy she
had had in being called on September 17, 1907, to
organize at Brussels the first school of graduate nurses
in Belgium. At that time nursing had not been made a
science in Belgium as it had been in England and in
America; the graduate nurse was unknown. Dr. De-
page, one of the leading physicians in Belgium—one of
the leading physicians, indeed, in the world—had been
anxious that such a school be founded, and it was through
his inspiration and that of his wife that the school was
made possible. They succeeded in interesting in the
project a number of infiuential men and women in Brus-
sels, Antwerp, Bruges, Liege and Mens; a society was
formed, and Madame Ernest Solvay gave to the school
the sum of 300,000 francs, with which was built the model
hospital and training school for nurses that stands now
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MISS CAVELLS LAST NIGHT
in the Rue de BruxeUes in Uccle. The building had fiftyroom, for nurses and thirty rooms for patieSts. study

otDr Depage. of Madame Depage. and of Miss Cavell.The buildmg was completed in the month of May. 1915

ndttr;? fI, V °P'"'*'°" °^ '^' °^^ ''""'^ '"»« of life.

Tk?! f .
*.*'^'' ''°'"*" "»°''* concerned ever saw es

CaveU. m organizmg and establishing this scool en-countered very real difficulties in thos^e first yea^'f"
as she says m her letter, "tout ^tait nouveau dan, cette
professton pour la B^lgique," She was evidently awoman of great force of will and of nervous enerL
she had a high intelligence and a profound chaS'and she succeeded. She established the school, she estab-hshed nursing in Belgium, and her name aid tha ofMadame Depage both victims of German frightfubiess,
wiU ever be associated with the institution at BrussekThe letter, with its stem command of emotion and
feding. though aU the while deep down there is an af-
fection that somehow fears to express itself, sounds theprofound depths of the Anglo-Saxon na^ire. and itsomehow sums up the character that made a noble and
devoted life. When one thinks that there in her cell
behind the grmi waUs of the prison of St.-Gilles this
frail woman sat down and in a firm hand, and in a for-
eign language, almost without a fault, wrote such a let-
ter as this, one understands something of her nature.
She gives a glimpse of the difficulties she had to over-come in order to found her school in a peculiarly con-
servative mtlteu where all was new and strange She
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BELGIUM
remembers some of the obscure but tragic conflicts that
were going on in the souls of those whom she was di-
rectmg. She had been a strong disciplinarian, a self-
contamed nature, which she had completely mastered

,

sternest always with herself; and in asking those girls,
who may not always have understood her, to forgive
what they may have considered her severity, she ends
with the touching confession that she loved them more
than they knew.'

Pruow di St. Oillsi
Met ekiret Neuriet:

C'Mt an moment trt. triite pour i^oi quand je voni (crin ponrTOM falre me. adleux. II me faJt rappeler que le 17 septembre
a vu la fin dea huit ana de mon direction de I'Ecole. J'^taia ti
heoreuae d'etre appeUe k aider dan. TorganLaUon de I'oeuvre que
notre comlt6 venait de fonder. Le 1 octobre de I'ann^ 1907 il n>
arait que 4 jeune. «ive., maintenant vou. ete. ddjA nombreu.e.,
en tout entre SO et 60, je pen.e, comptant celle. qui rant diplom^
et qui ont quitt^a I'Ecole.

Je vou. ai racont^ k diiTerents repri.es ce. premier, jour, et
le. difficult6i que nous avon. rencontr^, jusque dan. le choix de.
mot. pour vo. heure. "de .errice" et "hor. de .ervice," etc.;.tout
dtait nouTcau dan. la profession pour la Belgique.
Pen 4 peu un wrvice api«. lautre a 6t£ itabli—le. infirmiire.

diploma, pour Migner dan. le. maison. particuliirea-le. infirm-
lire, .col.ires-l'hopital St.-Gille.. Nous avons desservi L'lnsUtut
du Dr. Depage, le unatorium de Buy..ingham, le clinlque da Dr.
Mayer et maintenant beaucoup .ont appel^ (comme vou. .eres
peut-«tre plus tard) k wigner le. brave, blesses de la guerre.

Si cette demiire ann^e notre ouvrage a diminu^ la cause se trouve
dans le triste temp, par lequel nous passons, dans les jour. meiUeur.
notre oeuvre reprendra .a crois.ance ct toute .a puissance pour faire
da bien. Si je vous parte du passi c'est parce qu'il est bien quelque
tois de s arreter pour contempler le chemin que nous avons traverse
et pour nous rendre compte de nos erreurs et de notre progris.
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MISS CAVELL'S LAST NIGHT
She left several other letters, one for her mother in

England, that were turned over to the German authori-

D«n« voire belle miMn too. .urea plus de maladea et vwu aurei
tout ce qu'll faut pour leur comfort et le vAtre.
A mon regret je n'al p.. pu toujour, vou. parler be«ueoup en

p-rUcuUer; vou. ..ve. que j'.l eu ...e> d occupation., mai. j-e.piw,
que TOO. noubllere. p.. „o. cauierle. du wlr. Je vou. .1 dlt que
le d^ouement vou. rendre. on vral bonheur,-et 1. pcn.<e que vou.
•re. fait devant Dieu et vou.-nrfn,e. votre devoir entlirement et debon coeur «r. votre plu. grand wnUent du,. le. naovai. moment,de la vie et en face de la mort.

II y a deux ou trol. de vou. qui rappcllcre. le. petiU entretlcn.que nou. avon. eu en.emble; ne le. oublie. pa.. Etant d<jA .1loin dan. la vie j .1 pu voir pent «tre plu. cl.ire que vou. et vou.»ont,er le chemin droit. Un mot encore. MSfie.-vou. du m6di.ance.
PDi.-je vou. dire^aimant votre pay. de tout coeur-que c'ct I.grand f.ute ici. J'.i vu tant de m.lheur. depui. ce. 8 an. qu'onaorai pu 6viter ou amoindrlr .i on n'ave. pa. .ooiM on petit mot

t^r« ^"'/^ '"'' "'^""' '• ''' •^^ ''"'''»»''">• Me. „eor.c. ont

TZ^uit!;r ''
"•' ''

'' ^"•"^'' ^™' »"" ^- '-^-«

S'il y a one de vou. qui k un grief contre moi je vou. prie de le

v""l«:: T''
^'" '*' ""'"*'*" •'"•^'''"^ '^'^ »~P ^^''^ -« -a -

Mc, .ouhait. pour le bonhenr de toute. me. jeunc. fllle. autant
* cdle, qui ont qu»t6 TEcole qu'. celle. qui .> trouvent e^r.^:merd pour la genUllce que vous mave. toujour. t^moign6.

Votre directrice d^voufc.
'° ^' ^»"' En.™ C.v.„.

(Translation:)

,, ,
^""ON OF ST.-Gir,l.M

My dear Nurses:

It i. a very sad moment for me when I write to make my adieusto you. It calls to my mind the fact that the ,7th September wasThe
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BELGIUM
tiw to be delivered, biit they were never delivered. Againnd again I aiked for them, begging to be allowed to

end of eight ytmn of mj direction of the Mbool. I wu m happr
[o be called to .id in the orguUMtion of the work that our committeeW Joat founded. The lit October of the year 1907 there were
only four jroong tudento; now we ere elreedx nnmerou^-between
tfO and 60 in all, I believe, eounUng tho«! who hare received their
diploma! and have already left the wbool.

...'J*-'.***'*'
'**" "° ""*""• «""'«»>• of thote first dare and of

the dilHculUei that we encountered, even in the choice of worde for
your hour, "on duty" and "oiT duty," etc.; all wa. new in the p«,-
feiiion in Belgium.

Bit by bit one .ervlce after anoth'er waa cUbliahed-graduate
narte. to nurse in private house., student nurses, the St.-Oille.
Hospital. We helped in the Institute of Dr. Depage. the sana-
torium of Buyssingham Buysinghen, the dlnlc of Dr. Mayer, andnow many are called (as perhaps yon wUl be later) to nurse thebrave men wounded in the war.

If In thi. iMt year our work has diminished, the cau.e i. found

past it is because it is well .ometimcs to stop and look over the road
that we have traversed and to toke account of our mistakes and ofour progress.

willir'n'Tw f"^
'""'" ^°" "'" ^'"^ "*"* P-««'''f "d youwill have all that is necessary for their comfort and your own.To my regret I have not been able always to speak very muchwiU, you personally; you know that I have had a good many occu-pafons, but hope that you will „ot forget our e^„g ch'.tr Itold you that devotion would give you real h.ppi„est-and theU.ough that before God and yourselves you have Le your ent?re

moments of life and in the face of death.
There are two or three of you who will recall the little interviewsU..t we have had together; do not forget them. Being .lre.X wf« along in life. I have been able perhaps more clearl/tJ.ntu to-how you the straight path. One word more. BewaJe of^:"ip';
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MISS CAVELLS LAST NIGHT
•end them to England to comfort the Aged and «or-

Th^ said that If I were to send them to England they
would be pubhshed abrcwd and another sensation created
that would react against the German cause. I was able
later to give them my word that they would not be pub-
iMhed, that they would remain the sacred secret of the
mother for whom they were intended, but no, they would
not ^ve them up-the military would not consent. But
the officer m whose keeping they were did have the grace
to say to me finally:

•'I wish I might give them to you ; they are a very sad
and uncomfortable charge for me to keep."

!lrf??/ u'^
*° y*'"-'«"'«"« y*"" country with .11 my heart-

that that i. the great fault here. I have .een ,o much eWl during

!l!tJL'"^? ?'* ~"''' '""' ^'"^ •""•''«' «' '"«"«» If there had

M totentloB-but H ruined the reputation and happine... even the

llnllT" T"' . ^T
"""" •'""'''' *'"'•'' "f ^J'** «"«» cultivate•mong themselvei loyalty and ,,prit de corpi.U there ii one among you whom I have wronged I beg you to

ro^^lj unjuat. and I have loved you all much more than you

left fhM''?" ^"'n*'"'
'"^P"'""' °^ '" "y «"'•' *•'«« ^ho h-ve

fir tlA 5 '!.'''" " *''°" "'"* "' '^"' »""• -"d thank youfor the kindness that you have always shown me.

Your devoted directress,
10 Oct, 1915. L

Eorrn Catiu.

'Jiti



XI

THE REACTION

li

Why was Miss Cavell singled out among the others
as the one to be shot at dawn on the morning after con-
demnation? Why, if justice, even rude military jus-

tice, were being done, were not all shot who had been
condemned to death? Why this signal distinction, this

marked and tragic discrimination? Because Edith
Cavell was English ; that was her offense. And so they
slew her, those generals with stars on their breasts and
iron crosses, bestowed for bravery and gallantry—slew
the nurse who had cared for their own wounded soldiers.

They could not even await the unfolding of their own
legal processes; they could not wait even the few days
they had allotted to the Countess de Belleville, to Ma-
dame Thuliez, or to Severin, the Belgian, although the

Countess and Madame Thuliez, if all that is now known
of the complot and the trial is true, were as deeply in-

volved as Miss Cavell. They had been associated in a
conspiracy, if the word may be employed, to aid British

soldiers to escape; the only fact that saved the Princess

de Croy was her declaration that after the men reached
Brussels she did not know what became of them. But
Mearieura lea ntilitairea muot hide their intentions, per-

haps even from their own colleagues in the Groverrment
of occupation, and shuffle their frail victim out by stealth

in the night, like midnight garroters and gunmen, be-
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THE REACTION
cause she was English. The armies of Great Britainwere just then making an offensive, and it was par y n

feelmg that had been fostered and kept alive and fanned

a"nd H^Tl'""^ 'J li^*^"'^-
'^"^ Herr Prof'sors

thl^^ ^^ ^'^ f'^ """ ^'^**°^^' «"d editors with
then- editona s and harangues and hymns of hate, thatthey did what they did. It was in that spirit that theypronounced their judgment secretly in h^er pnson ceU

oTht r"?7/"* ""' ^^^" ^^^ ^'^^ <J-n and Tnother day should co. . in which the voice of pity and of

tthTt^ TS ^*
'''f

*'^"''' '^^^y ^°"'d net waitfor that, and they would not disturb von Bissing there
at his game of bridge in the chateau at Trois Fontaines

.Z" """lu
!"^^ *^"*' '"^'^"^^ *° '^^ German law,'

whatever that may mean, it was only the Military Gov-emorm the jurisdiction in which the so-called crime hadbeen committed who had the power to receive ortogranta plea for mercy. I do not know as to that; Gefman
military law seems to be whatever Messieurs les miU-
tatres are moved at the moment to call it. Von Sauber-^eig said that he alone had the power to receive our

h! «i°'.T*7'
""' '"^^^ *° «'*'** * ^^^ hours' delay;he accepted the responsibility.

Baucq the Brussels architect, was shot that morning

JrTJh
p"""" •'^ ^'^' ^" *°° ^^^^' *°« P'^t^nt, eventrom the Prussian viewpoint, to hurry out a woman allalone «id kill her. And so it was Baucq's sinister luck

l^tT^^^ * ^**' *^** °*'«h* »»*^^ ^^ no worsethan that of Severm, or the others whose lives were
saved. Poor Baucq has not been often mentioned in con-
nection with this tragedy. He was no less illegaUy con-
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demned, no less foully done to death, but his fate was
swallowed up in the greater horror of the assassination
of his companion of that tragic dawn at Etterbeek. He
left a wife and two children. One of them was a little
girl of twelve who, several days after, went to a neigh-
bor's and asked if she might come in and be alone for
a while.

"I wish to weep for my father," she said, "but I do
not like to do it before Mamma; I must be brave for
her."

There were heroisms even among the Belgian children.
Miss Cavell, as I have said, did not deny having aided

British soldiers and Belgian la(is by giving them food
and clothing and lodging and money. The thirty-four
who were tried were said to be concerned in a combina-
tion of wide extent—more than seventy persons were
said to be included in it—to help men over the frontier
into Holland. More than seven thousand young men, it
was said, had gone out during the months of June, July
and August.

Miss Cavell was ideally situated to aid such patriotic
work. Her nursing home offered an exceptional pied
a terre. The Germans had apparently convinced them-
selves, at least, that among the seventy whom they had
arrested they had the ringleaders of a formidable organ-
isation and that they had undone the knot of the con-
spiracy that had been carrying on so extensively the
work of recruiting for the Allied armies. They deter-
mined to break it up, and they employed their favorite
yve&pon—fiirchterUchkeit. What would make a deeper
impression on the mind, or instill greater fear in the
hearts of the people, than to take a woman out and
shoot her—this calm, courageous little woman with the
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steni lips and the keen grey eyes that were not afraid?
And then she was English—the unpardonable offense.

It 18 possible that the men at the Politische Abteilung
did not know, that Monday afternoon, that the judg-
ment had been pronounced. Messieurg lea militaires
had an affair in hand, and they had set their hearts on
carrying it out; and they may not have told them at the
Pohtische Abteilung, may have kept the truth from their
colleagues, or, with that contempt they always had for
the civil department of government, may have warned
them to keep their hands off. It may be that the Po-
litical Department did not care, or did not dare, to in-
terfere. If the military party had deceived or ignored
them, they, of course, in the solidarity and discipline that
bmds all Germans, would not have given that fact as
an excuse. The excuse they did give was that Maitre
de Leval had led the American Legation into error, and
that, anyway, even if Conrad had told Maitre de Leval
what he did teU him, neither Conrad nor Maitre de
Leval had any diplomatic quality, and that therefore the
German autjiorities had not deceived the American Le-
gation. The first excuse is not founded on fact, the
second rests upon a distinction too trivial to give it any
moral or legal value. Maitre de Leval did not lead us
into error; Conrad did tell him and did tell Topping,
either honestly believing what he said or having been
instructed to say—it must be one or the other—that no
judgment had been rendered, when, as a matter of fact,
that judgment had been rendered hours before.

There is a curious variance between the statements of
the Germans that I have never been able to explain. The
affiche of the German Government which announced the
death of Miss CaveU begins: "Par jugement du 9
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octobre" ("By judgment of the 9th October"). This
statement as to the time of the rendition of the judg-
ment is opposed to all the declarations made by the Ger-
mans to representatives of the Legation. Miss Cavell's

trial took place on October 7, 8 and 9, and on the 11th
de Leval, Gibson and Topping, who made inquiries,

were informed that the judgment had not yet been pro-

nounced and would not be pronounced for several days.

The judgment or the final and formal judgment, was
not pronounced until the 11th, at 4:80 in the afternoon
in the prison of St.-Gilles, and hours afterward Conrad
again said that it had not been pronounced and would
not be pronounced for a day or two. Either the affiche

is mistaken or the officials at the Politische Abteilung
were mistaken, or the phrase "Par jugement du 9
octobre" means scnnething else in the German mind than
it does in our minds. If the judgment was rendered on
October 9, then the action of the Germans is even more
odious than ever, and could be explained on no hypothe-
sis consistent with honourable conduct, for if the judg-
ment were rendered on October 9, as the official an- ,

nouncement of the German Government states, then
their verbal communications to the Legaticm of the

11th were unspeakable in their cjmical disregard of

facts. I am of the opinion that the judgment was ren-

dered on October 11 and that the statement in the affiche

is inexact, or else the action of the 9th was in the nature

of a verdict and that of the 11th in the nature of a death

sentence.

There were many stories of how the Princess and the

Countess and Miss Cavell and the others were betrayed:

there was the tale of the post-card sent to Miss Cavell

by the boy whose indiscreet gratitude betrayed his bene-
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factor

;
Uiere was another that would have it that therewas a lad, a messenger somewhere down in the Borinaire.who angry because his pay was not at once forthcom-

mg, betrayed his employers. And only lately I heard
a fantastic tale to tne effect that one of the accused was
a somnambulist who talked in his sleep, and that the
tjnnans, as always, strong on science and modern meth-
ods, hypnotized him and so obtained the facts. The
story IS hardly sufficient for our Anglo-Saxon notions
of evidence, and others claimed that the explanation was
somewhere to be found in another dark tragedy which
some months later shocked that Brussels so accustomed
to tragedy.

In the letter that Miss Cavell wrote to her nurses
there ,s a reference to the evil of gossip that is of im-
mense sigmficance; not only were happiness and reputa-
tions destroyed by idleness, she says, but life itself sacri-
ficed. It IS not for me, or any one, to penetrate the
sacred precincts of the brave soul of Edith Cavell in
that solemn hour, but the references may have been, in
part at least, due to the fact that she found herself con-
demned to death because of some unrestrained and in-
discreet tongues that had betrayed her.

"It is no small prudence to keep silence in an evil
tune, she wrote in her copy of the Imitation—the
most pathetic, perhaps, of all the lines she wrote, and the
nearest expression of anything like reproach that she
ever made.

I shall refer to that other tragedy in its place, but for
us at the American Legation there was a sequel a week
later. I had had Gibson's and de Leval's reports sent
over to the American Embassy at London, and there
they were turned over by our Ambassador to the For-
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eign Office and given out to the press for publicatioa
They were published far and wide-and in consequence
the RotterdamKhe Cmrant and the other Dutch news-
papers were not allowed on sale in Brussels that next
day. The closing of the frontier to newspapers was an
invariable sign, well known in Brussels, that the Ger-
mans were not satisfied with the state of things, and we
soon heard that the authorities were very angry and had
even intimated that the Governor-General "might have
to send all the diplomats away in consequence." It
was, of course, the policy of terrorization transferred
to the diplomatic field, but it was a menace that held

^^u*^!^°"
^°'" "'• ^"'' situation was not enviable.

*i. WT.""*"^
^*^ » ^Py of the London Times over

at the PoLtische Abteilung. with our reports spread outm full througfl all its broad columns, and were greatly
agitated. Even little Conrad, much moved, had ex-
claimed to Villalobar:

"lis m'ont mis dedans!"
"Trh Men," said the Marquis, "vms ites devenu

fameux, un des gros bonnets de I'Europe."
Then we heard that the German rage was especially

directed against de Leval for having made a report at
all, and that they threatened to send him to a concen-
tration camp in Germany. That was on Saturday, the
28rd. I was convalescing; my physician had told
me that I might go to work again, and I had made
an appointment to see the Baron von der Lancken on
the following Monday to discuss la reprise du travail—
an appointment that had been postponed several times
already by my illness. It was raining heavily when
Monday came, and Dr. Derscheid came to give me a
piqUre and to tell me not to go out; but I went.
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The Baron von der Lancken, pink from his morninir

ride, booted, with his Iron Cross and other ribbons, the
white cross of St. John on his side, and a large dossier
under his arm. received me with a dark, glowering face,
asked me upstairs to his little workroom where a foe was
biu;nmg. and when seated he began solemnly:

nJlf ^'^' T^'^'^P^'^ «^«fl^^ ie vous faire la con^
mumcatton que ..."
And then he went on to say that the diplomats hadremamed in Brussels by courtesy of the Germans, thai

the publication of my report in the CaveU case was a^at injustice to Germany and a breach of diplomatic

England. Germany's enemy, that it was an umieutral
act. etc. AH these observations and others like them
were conveyed in phrases that were diplomaticaUy cor-
rect. but m the manner of conveying them there was an
evident feelmg and I know not what of irritation and
resentment that revealed or reflected the temper of
Memeur,le» nUUtaires, smarting, no doubt, under thestmg of that universal opprobrium which had surprised

JTr M ' '5' *°^ ^^ '°""" *^y™« ^n their rage to
diift the blame for a deed the consequences of which
they had apparently been unable to foresee. It was. asI have already reported, a habit. I might ahnost say a
policy of theirs, to open discussions that involved their
manners and morals in a way that was intended to put
their opponent or their interlocutors at once in the^ng. and I interrupted the Baron, then, and he,
adopted a less emphatic tone.
"Let us talk the matter over unofficially and in a

friendly way. and try to reach some conclusion." he
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This was better, and we discussed the case in all it*

hearings. He had copies of the Timet and of the Mom.
ing Post before him, marked with red and blue pencils.
His objections, it soon developed, were not to the re-
port so much as to the fact that the report had been
published, thou^ by reason of what he alleged as mis-
statements in de Level's report he himself had been ac-
cused of having broken his promise. He said that I of-
ficially, as American Minister, had not made frequent
Inquiries, that it was de Leval who had spoken to Con-
rad, and that neither de Leval nor Conrad had any
diplomatic quality. What he ivished then, at the end,
was that I express regret at the publication and that
de Leval instantly be dismissed from the Legation;
otherwise he could not be responsible for what would
happen to him. Abeady the military had threatened
to arrest and report him.

To this I replied that I was responsible for de Leval
and for his actions, and that I would not dismiss him,
and that my Legation would be his asylum if any effort
were made to molest him.

"You don't think me capable of throwing him to the
wolves and letting this Sauberzweig eat him alive 1" I
exclaimed.

And as for regrets, I said that I would not express
any, nor make any statement unless instructed by my
Government so to do. We talked calmly and frankly
perhaps as never before, both recognizing in our con-
versation the fact ^bat the relations between our Gov-
ernments were still strained over the Ltuitania case.

We spoke of the ravittdllement, and the danger involved
to it in any disagreement; but even so, I said, rather
than seem to shirk any responsibility or to abandon de
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Level, I should prefer to withdraw from Belgium. At
this he protested, begged me not to mention such s thing,
suggested that Villalobar join the discussion—to which
I consented of course, with pleasure—and we parted,
to meet again that afternoon. And in the end he shook
hands twice and inquired solicitously about my health.
At th^ee o'clock that afternoon, in the yellow salon

downstairs, the Baron and the Marquis and I met, and
Baron von der Lancken outlined the whole subject
again; on the table before him were copies of the Lon-
don newspapers, with the Graphic, or some illustrated
journal, containing my portrait and one of Villalobar—
the Marquis in a yachting-cap, at Cowes—thirty years
before, he said with a sig^.

Baron von der Lancken's tone made it clear that they
were especially bitter against de Leval. He said that
de Leval was persona nan grata and that his presence
compromised our neutrality. I told him that of course
if de Leval was persona nm grata he could be elimi-
nated, though not as a punishment, and only after com-
munication with Washington.
We talked all afternoon—a terrible afternoon. I was

weary and depressed—weary of the long strain, weary
of negotiations in French of all accents, and I was still

seedy and under the horror of that awful night. The
cold rain was falling in the park. ... The Baron was
anxious and even insistent that I make a statement in
writing, that would absolve the German authorities by
admitting inaccuracies in the report made by de Leval
and express regret at its publication; he had a sheet of
paper and pencil ready to write it all down. But I
declined to make such a statement or any statement
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or to authorae any exprndon in the nature ofM excuM.
a disavowal or a regret.

So it wag left. Van VoUenhoven wm waiting to join
us in the discussion of the reprue du travaa. He came
in and Ihurried the business through; every one. indeed,
was tired except van VoUenhoven, and possibly Vilk-
lobar, who seemed never to get tired.

• T*** H!^^
^^^ ^*'°" ^°°^ Lancken went to Mu-

nich. The Govemor-General had gone to Berlin. The
President and the King of Spain had made appeals tc

Je Government at Berlin on behalf of the Countess of
Belleville and Mademoiselle ThuUez, and ViUalobar and
I felt that their lives were saved, at any rate. And Sev-
erm. who was a freemason, had friends who were work-
ingm his behalf. Some one brought to the Legation and
committed to my care Miss CaveU's Prayer Book, with
Its touching entries,' written in her own hand, firmly,
that last night, with the verses of Scripture that had

^Notet in Miu Cmell't "Imitation of Chrut"

^^!**: i^JtJ^
"^ pr«A«w to keep Menee i» »n evU IJ*«.

Chapter XXIX, p. 1«5, and Chapter XXX, p. 186.
Ptalm XXX. Into thy handa I commend my apirit. for thoa haat

redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of truth.
'Twaa the last watch of night.

Except what brings the morning quite
When the armed angel, conscience-clear.
His task nigh done, leans o'er his apear
And gases on the earth he guards
Till God relieves him at his post

So Shalt thou lieep one and the same countenance always
with thanksgiving, both in prosperity and in adversi^.
weighing all things with an equal balance.
Man considereth the deeds but God weigheth the inten-
uons.
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given h«r comfort, and then, last entry of all-writtenwhUe A. wa. yet alive and life rtiU pThing within h^.when, in a world otherwise ordered, long years of de-

Mp. Thoo »«t p«, thw' «„ „d w.te, before thon cone toue place of refreahlng.

•treagth eadi one hath.

Without . comUt tbor c«,rt not .tUin nnto the cwwn
01 patieace.

GT«.t me .bore M thing, that can be ddred to mt InThee «d In Thee to leave my heart at peace.
Thoo art the true peace of the heart; thou iU only «.t..•nt of Thee all thing, are haH and re.tle... I„ thf.

"'

y

S^rr Ami!"-
""• ^'•^'''•* ^*'-' -^' ' -"•

Be pure and free within and entangle not thy heart withnj creature.

It were more than juat that thou .houldert accu«i thyaelf•ad excoM thy brother.
'

(Notation, in MIm Carell'. Prayer Book:)
Arrested 5 Aug., 1915

Prlwn de St OUle. 7th Aug. 1915

Mp.

108 p.

lOflp.

6Sp.

tf4p.

Bmmela

Court marUaled, 7th Oct 1915

8 " "

Condemned to death, 8th Oct
In tile Salle de. D^put^ at 10.80 A.M.

(h.a.)

with7otiier.. (The accuued numbered
la all 70 of whom 84 were pre^nt

on these S dates.)

Died at 7 am. on Oct. JSth, 1915

£. Cairell

With lore to

E. D. CareO
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voted aervlce might have been her»—the legend, the
epitaph that need not yet hare been:

"Died at 7 a.ii. on Oct Itth, IQH."

There were a few franct and a few predous trinketa,
all her poor little belongings. And yet—how vait, how
noble, how rich an estate!

The modest English nurse whose strange fate it was
to be so suddenly summoned from the dim wards of
sickness and of pain to a place among the world's heroes
and martyrs will have, in happier, freer times, her monu-
ment in Brussels; some street or public place will bear
her name, the school she founded will be called after her,
and continue her mission of healing in the earth. And
when the horror of her cruel and unjust fate shall have
faded somewhat in the light of Its emergent sacrifice,
the few lines she wrote and the simple words she spoke
as she was about to die will remain to reveal the heights
that human nature may attain, and to sanctify a mem-
ory that will be revered as long as faith and honour are
known to men.



XII

Tm TON lAUBinzWKIO 'u-.jriK

Th« doctor had been there ngain .ha^ t.v.. nr,da>mornmg w,th hi. piqUrc. My ..otor. .Ik. ven .W«ufatut.o«mtheword w..brol , doMn.u. uLj.o^b^ out of door.. I had been worKinr -m . despatch^m to mform WaAington of all those con.,. '1!^'
cvenU^ I wa. rtiU under the horror of ,f Mi L/dJ-

up word that a cipher cablegram had come. There i. acertom nervou. .uspense about a cipher telegram. e.pe-mUy when one is used to receiving%o much^C ne^
the word., the phrases come forth so slowly, with such

leave, of the code, turning them over and scowling and
flnaJUy wntmg down some absurd non tequitur. .
There wa. a (Mplomat. a Minister I used to know, who

w^itr foSS:*:*
"''" '^'''''' '^"^ °"^ 'y °- ^^

"You—^are—^promoted "

His heart began beating wildly. . . ."—an—ambassador "

K ^11'^ *" "'^'*"*' ^* "^^^ *^^ "»°™«nt '°' ^'hich hehad been waitmg and working for so many years, thesupreme moment of his career. What would the next
cipher groups say? Would it be London or Paris orRome or Washington?
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BELGIUM
But I forgot; the despatch, of course, was in French:
"Sa Majestd me donne pour ordre d'informer Voire

Excellence qu'EUe eat auancSe au grade d'Amhatta-
deur "

And, as I was saying, he hung on the next word.
When it came it was:

"Honoraire "

Only Honorary Ambassador, then I And the cahn
groups disclosed their cruel fate:

"—and retired from the service."

This night, then, with none but the most confused
notions of what the world was thinking and saying of the
Cavell case, we deciphered the despatch, and it proved
to be from Mr. Lansing, and, like all his despatches,
most thoughtful, generous and kind:

.
The Department learns that yoar health is not good and realii-

ing the responsibility and the strain nnder which you have been
working, informs you that if you so desire you may take advan-
tage of the leave of absence to which you are entitled and visit the
United States. The manner in which yon have discharged your
duties is highly appreciated.

There are not many moments in a man's life like that;
far better than all the piqUres in the world!
I went up those three flights of stairs at the jump—

and the doctors say that one should not do that after one
is forty-five. But to see America I That land where
men know liberty and love truth and honour and re-
spect women, where there are courts and laws and
orderly processes and the traditions of the liberties of a
thousand years; where the Dark Ages exist only in books
to be read by the fire on winter nights, when one is weary
of the manuscript on the table—that land where, in Ib-
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sen's impressionistic and all-embracing phrase, "a freer
air blows over the people."
My Government had not learned from me that I was

ill; the news had got over into Holland and had been
pubbshed at The Hague. I should never have asked for
leave, and now. with that perversity that is implicit in
human nature, when it had come unasked I could regret
that I no longer felt the need of it.

And I could not leave just then. That very next
mormng there was another affiche on the walls, among
ha NouveUes PuhUies par le Gmvemment Allemand.
It was an amazing affiche, in view of my interview with
Baron von der Lancken, but we were beyond amaze-
ment by that time. This was the aj^cAe; \

Brassels, October 27:

The Ambassador of the United States at London has placed at
the disposition of the English Government papers relating to the
Cavell affair. These papers include the correspondence on the
subject of the trial exchanged between the Legation of the United
States at Brussels and the German authorities in that city. The
English Goremment immediately gave these documents to the Press
and bad them published by Renter's Agency. They reported the
most essential facts in an inexact manner. They made it appear,
especially, that the German authorities had, by false promises,
put off the United States Minister and kept him ignorant of the
fact that the death sentence had already been pronounced, and, by
proceedmg rapidly with the execution, to prevent him from intei
vemng in favour of the accused.

In the comments published at the same time on this subject. Sir
Edward Grey considers particularly reprehensible the fact that the
German authority did not respect its engagement to keep the United
States Mmister informed of the progress of the trial. Such a

quentiy, could not have broken its word. The Minister of the United
State, in Brusseh., in the course of an Interview with the German
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•nthorl^ himself rccognLed that ,nch wa. the ce. The AmbM-«dor of tte United State, in London ha. been nd.infomed;^ h^

qu^ty of legal .dvi.er to the AmericM, Legation ii Bru«;i., ha.played a certain part in thi. affair. The United SUte. Miiirt!!h« declared that the publication of the docnmenU in ,ne.Z^^dgreaUy .urpn.ed him, and that without delay he would .ppri.eW.

beU^cen tk. «,tu.l t^ „d the .tory publiriied in the reportwritten by the Belgian lawyer.*
^^ ^"

* The French text:

Bruzelles, 27 octobre:

L'.mbas8adeur de. Etat.-Uid. i Londre. a ml. i 1. dinx»iH«. A«gouvemement anglai. de. pi^ee. rel.Uve. ^tw^/!^^ct
p.fece. « rapportent 4 1. corre,pond«nce A^hangfe .u .uirt de I!proc*. entre ,a %aUo« des EtaU-Uni. * Bru«S« "Jautfrtt^allemande. de cette viUe. Le gouvemeinent anglai. . U^l^mce. document, k 1. pre..e et le. a fait publier ^r

1W Tc^
II. font surtout suppo.er que le. autoritAi allemande. ont v^Tdevaine. prome..es, fait patienter le mini.tre de. EutJun" pJu" it...ser^orer que la condamnation A mort eflt ^t^ d^jA p«nJ^.^ ^

Dan. le.comment.ire. public, ^galement k ce .ujet, .ir Edooard

n^^r. de. Btat.-Unl.\rcoZ:r^erm^Z?r:^**^^
telle promes.e na j.mai. 6ti donnA; par I'autorit^ allZ^:i, .par con^uent. n'a pu manquer . .a palle. Ltfni^^r EJ^.'Uni. A Bnixelles, au cour. d'un entretien avec I'.utorit^ allelnd! .Kconnu Ini-meme qu'il en ^tait «m-! r- u

""""* "'en^nae, «

A I^nH,». A,A , V ,
*""'• ^ ambasMdeur de. Etet.-Uni.A I^ndre. a 6t6 mal inform^; il a a6 induit en erreur par 1^ ra^

.ff.ire. Le n^inis^ des S.U;V:1ria::rTT "**"

de, document, en que.tion IWt L' .^^^ Tqu^'lTrr^ul
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It made its sensation. There were some who came

to see me about it, and they added to the difficulty of
the situation because they wished me to begin issuing
statements and placarding arches myself, to "oppoaer
le dementi le plus formel," on the walls of Brussels. I
trust that I was patient with them and recognized them
as belonging to that order of mentality which thinks
that the truth is affected by statements concerning it,

and that only he is in the right who has the last and the
loudest word. An old bit of epigrammatic philosophy
came to my mind; I used to keep it on the waU of my
office when I was mayor, to show to reporters: Elbert
Hubbard wrote it, or found it somewhere; it sounds
like a modem version of Emerson's advice about apolo-
gies:

Never explain; your friends do not require it and your enemies
will not believe you anyway.

Perhaps my friends did not quite understand it, be-
cause it does not adapt itself any more readily to trans-
lation into their language than it seemed to accord with
their customs—which still embrace the code d'hormeur.
What I kept uppermost in my mind and before my eyes
then, as during all those months and years in Belgium,
was the ravitaiUement. Explanations, and especially
denials of German statements, could wait, but not the
sevoi million hungry mouths.

"Mais" they would say, "de Levd."
They were troubled about the reflections the Ger-

mans had made on de Leval's veracity. It would seem

•MU retard son colligue de Londres et son gouvcrnement des dif-
f&ences existant entre led faits r&ls et leui expose dans le rapport
ierit de I'aTocat beige.
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that German official statements should have been esti-
mated at their proper value in Belgium in that time, and
by the vast majority of people they were-by nearly all,
indeed, except the few fatuous naifs. The Germans
had tried to make the world believe, and by innuendos
and suggestions they had tried to make it appear that I
had said—when I had refused to make and had art
made any statement whatever—that de Leval had mis-
led me, that the published report was inexact; whereas
It would seem quite needless to say that de Leval had
not misled me and that the report was whoUy and me-
ticulously accurate, and that if it erred at all it was on
the side of generosity. I do not know who was re-
sponsible for the affiche; Lancken had gone to Munich.
And I was troubled about something more importantm de Leval's case just then—namely, his liberty—per-
haps, as was conceivable, his very Ufe. The Germans
had concentrated all their anger on him; there were
threats of arrest, of imprisonment, of deportation. The
Maitre himself took it all cahnly enough, but I felt that
it would not be safe for him to remain in Belgium. I
longed to see him away, and so reported to Washington.

It was a difficult moment in which to adjust such deH-
cate matters. A thick cloud of terror, of hate, the ema-
nation of the abominable deed, had settled over the town.
Von Sauberzweig had a new affiche on the walls before
which groups of people stood aghast.
On the Sunday before that awful Monday of the

tragedy an aeroplane of the Allies had flown over Brus-
sels. Marie had come up to my sick room to tell«me.
She had seen the aeroplane; there had been un grand
monde on the Avenue de Tervueren; "il filait a travers
les coups de feu; il payait d'audace, mau on ne I'a
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pa» atteint; il »'e»t ichippi—tmt petit, taut petiteomme un moineaut"
Then on that Monday another aviator, it was said,

had dropped bombs on Berghem, where there was a
hang«r for the Zeppelins, though some said it was at
Jette near by, where asphyxiating-bombs were said to be
manufactured. The city was excited until the tragedy of
the Cavell case overwhehned all other thoughts, and thus
the aviators were forgotten by the Belgians, but not by
the Germans, and the new affiche recalled to the Bel-
gians those aerial visitors. The affiche menaced the
population with reprisals if the Allies' aviators threw
any more bombs near Brussels, urged people to spy on
each other, and thwatened to lodge troops on the in-
habitants, to escape which inconvenience the city of
Brussels had to pay so many million francs the year
before. The affiche announced that the proraise not to
quarter troops would be "annulled." =

*The French text:

hnn
1. Presque journelle^nt, ^ns les divers ipmrtiers de k Tille

on dWre des armes et des -m,it«„8, bien^ fc, habitairts aient,
A diff^rentes reprises, re?n lorfre de les remrttre « I'autorite alle-
mande. J'ordenne encore une £«s que toutes les armes et toutes les
muniUons designees dans lavis du 10 ja«vier 1913, de Son Excel-
lence le gouverneur general, soieat remi«;s aux au<«ri»« compe-
tentes k moins que leurs d^enteurs naient re9u une dispense spe-
ciale des autoritfo allemandes.

Si, apres le 25 octobre 1915, des habitants sont e««« trouves
en possession d armes ou de munition, du genre susmentionne. je
serai porte h croire qu'elles sont destines k etre employees contre
les autor.t& et les troupes allemandes. Si la conduite d^ d6tenteur
est consideree comme trahison commise pend«t I'^tat de guerre il
8era passible de la peine de mort ou de ,(, an, a„ moins de trava'ux
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BELGIUM
The population, as it had been at all times, was dig-

nified, self-possessed, and cahn, under this new affront.
As a result 9f the affiches of the twelfth of October Bel-

totdu. On appliquera aussi I'arrtt* !•' octobre de Son Excel-
Icmce le gonvcrneur g^n^ral concernant la defenie de cacher dea
ezploiifa. En outre, toute commune dans le territoire de laqaelle
on trouvera, aptis le S5 octobre 1915, des armea ou dea munitiona
prohib&s, se verra imposer une contribution de guerre pouvant aller
jnaqu'k 10,000 mark pour chaque caa.

8. Dans les derniers temps, des aviateurs ennemia ont, k diveraea
repriaes, choisi comme but de leurs attaques des batiments occup^a
par dea soldata allemands. II est liors de doute que lemplacement
de ces batiments et leur occupation par des soldata allemands ont
€ti aignaUa k lennemi par des liabitaiits. Toute la population eat
reaponsable d'une telle manifcre d'agir, car, ne f(it-ce que dans leur
propre interet, les habitants ont lobligation de se surveiller les una
lea autrea. Si done les aviateurs ennemis attaquent encore dea
batiments occupes,.ain8i que les soldats que les occupent, je serai
oblige afin de surveiller de plus pr^s les habitants de I'agglom^ra-
Uon bruxelloise et dempecher I'espionnage, de loger des troupes
aUemandes dans des maisons particulieres. Dan* ce cat. la pro-
meue. faite autrefois de ne pa* loger d'offlcier, ni de MoldaU aUe-
nwnd* chez det partifulier* sera annulee.

Cette promeue ,era igalement retirie ,i. apri, le »6 octobre
1916. de, arme, ou de, munilion, prohibee, (voir premier alinSa)
tont encore trouvie, en po„e„ion de certain, habitant, de I'agelom-
eration bruxelloite,

*

Bruxelles, le 16 octobre, 1915.

(Translation.)

TON SaUBBWEWIIO,

G6n{ral-mijor.

Notice
1. Almost daily in various quarters of the city there are dla-

oovered arms and ammunition, although the inhabitants hare on
different occasions been ordered to turn them in to the German
authonbes. Once more I order that all arms and ammunition des-
ignated m Hw Excellency the Governor-Generar. notice of the 10th
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gian soldiers and French soldiers presented themselves
by the hundreds at the Rv.e de Meridien, and were sent
off to Germany. Many of them had been r6form6a after
having been wounded, and had returned to Belgium in

Jannary be turned in to competent anthorities, unless their holders
have received a special permit from the German anthorities.

If, after October 85, 1915, any inhabitants are still in posses-
sion of arms and ammunition of the kind above mentioned I shall
be forced to believe that they are intended to be used against the
German authorities and troops. If the conduct of the holder is

considered to be treason in time of war he will be punished with
the pain of death or with at least 10 years at hard labour. His
Excellency the Governor-General's warning of October 1st con-
cerning the prohibition of hiding explosives will also be enforced.
Furthermore, each commune in whose territory is found, after
October 85, 1915, prohibited arms or ammunition, wiU have im-
posed upon it a contribution of war of not more than 10,000 marks
in each case.

8. Enemy aviators have recenUy on several occasions chosen as
the object of their attack buildings occupied by German soldiers.
There is no doubt that the location of these buildings and the fact
of their occupation by German soldiers is signalled to the enemy
by the inhabitonts. The entire population is responsible for such
conduct because the inhabitants are under obligation to wateh one
another, if only in their own interest Therefore, if the enemy
aviators attack the occupied buildings again, or the soldiers who
occupy tijcm, I shaU be obliged, in order to wateh more closely the
inhabitants of Greater Brussels and to prevent espionage, to lodge
German troops in private houses. /. thU c-e the promue made
before not to lodge German officer, or ,oUier, in private houee, will
be annulled,

Tki, promise wUl be timilarly annuUed if, after the gSth October,
1915. forbidden arm* or munition* (tee statement above) are *tiU
found in the po**e**ion of certain inhabitant* of Greater Bnutel*

Bmasels, October 16, 1915.

TON SauBERZWEIO,

Major-General.
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BELGIUM
response to the invitation of von Biasing; many of the
French had set up little shops, were in business in a
small way, trying to reorganize their lives. And thus
there was another broken vow, another promise "an-
nulled."

The gossips of the town would have it just then that
von Bissing was no longer the real power in Belgium,
and that he had gone to Berlin to have von Sauberzweig
removed. The gossips knew no more than gossips usu-
ally do, but if they were not well informed the same
might be said of the Germans, who depended upon their
spies for what they knew. I suppose it would do no
very great injustice to the spies and informers in any
service to say that they find what they think their em-
ployers wish them to find, and the German ranks were
recruited from German apaches, who obtained most of
their information from Belgian apaches. The Germans
in authority, always obsessed by the fear of spies and
plots and conspiracies, did not understand the Belgians,
their life, or their character. They could not under-
stand the communal organization of Belgium, or the
commimal pride. I was told, for instance, that when M.
Lemonnier, the Burgomaster, went to see General von
Sauberzweig he was ordered to speak in German, a
language M. Lemonnier did not know. In such cir-
cumstances the regime that seemed to be esUblished co-
inddentaUy with the arrival of General von Sauber-
zweig, whose debut was the Cavell case, and with these
new and harsh measures fcdlowmg on. caused many to
fear that the population might be pushed to the verge of
revolt.

I never met General von Sauberzwdg, and I wouM
not do him an injustice. He was described to me as »
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tall, very powerful, and very handsome roan, a^feeable
to meet and quite human. Perhaps he was as good as
he looked. I say only that these things were coinci-
dental with his advent to the tremendously influential
post of MUitary Governor in Brussels. Whoever may
have been responsible, the terror and gloom of his r6-
gmie affected the whole atmosphere of Brussels.
The Germans were just then in that nervous state

that always accompanied any important miUtary move-
ment. The great autumn offensive had its reaction
on their nerves. There were not so many officers as
there had been swanking along the boulevards, and
there were none dashing about the city in snorting
motor-cars. They were all at the front, and petrol and
rubber were growing scarce. The war was not the joy-
nde It had been a year before.

Those still at the comfortable rear-and Brussels was
a post much sought after-were justifying their em-
ployment by redoubled activity. They made perquisi-
tions everywhere; even the delegates of the C. R B
were not spared. One afternoon two German spies
made a raid on the apartment of Mr. Lewis Richards
and Mr. Robinson Smith in the Rue St. Boniface. The
two men were away and the concierge was forced by
the two spies to open the apartment. The concierge
sent word to the Legation, and Gibson went with Rich-
ards, told the agents what he thought of them, and then
urged them to search. They turned everything upside
down and, to their evident regret, found nothing. The
indignities to which the Germans from time to time sub-
jected our delegates were very great, and yet not one
of all the scores who had been there had ever been de-
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tected, by American! or Gennaiu, doing a wrong or
incorrect thing.

I have spoken of the theatres, tiKMe of the lower or-

der, that had sprung up to afford entertainment for the

Germans—for no self-respecting Belgian would attend.

They gave for the most part low revue$ that appealed to

the underworld and to those who mentally and morally
were of the underworld. But even the miserable actors

—

who, poor things, had to make a living some way—were
ill-treated for their efforts to entertain their oppressors.

At the Winter Palace two soi-dUant comedians were
giving impersonations: one of them put a red handker-

chief to his throat as thoufi^ it were a cravat, to imper-

sonate Lobargy, of the Comedi^ Fran^aise; this done, he
threw his red handkerdiief on the floor and began to

thrust a- white napkin up his sleeve after the fashion of

Andre Brule, then tossed the napkin on the stage; then

he took off his black coat and threw that on the floor;

and then he and his partner boxed, and as they did so

they stepped, of course, on the three articles, black,

white and red, thus discarded. German officers com-
plained at headquarters, that they had trampled the

German colours under foot, and the actors were duly

punished.

At the Th6£tre des Galeries a little theatrical com-
pany was playing a French detective piece, a drama-
tization of that poor French imitation of Sherlock

Holmes known as Ars^ne Lupin. The action of the

play was supposed to be contemporaneous, and the ac-

tors wore such costumes as they could procure, those of

the style—if it could be called a style—of 1917. In a

trial scene the judge asks

:

"Quand ett-ce que le premier vol a 6U comnmf*
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And ont of the penoiugei answers;
"11 y a troii atu. au moi» d'ao^t, 1908."
The actor who was playing this part thought that to

be dressed in costumes of 1917 and to say "three years
ago, in 1905" involved a solecism that offended his
artistic sensibilities, and he had a brilliant idea. One
ni^t he replied spontaneously:

"11 y a troU atu, au mou d'aoHt. 1914,"
There were Germans present, of course, and as a

result the play was suspended, the actors fined, and the
theatre dark.

But there were instances of nobler suffering. I heard
of two French officers, in an aeroplane, who had
to descend in the province of Limbourg. They went
to the home of a teacher, from him borrowed civilian,
clothes, and in them made their way to the Holland
frontier, near Maestricht; there they were arrested by
the Germans and taken before the Kommandant. He
would have them shot as spies, but they told him that
they had come within the enemy's lines not as spies, but
as officers in uniform, described the accident to their
aeroplane, and offered—if he would give his word of
honour not to pum'sh the man who had helped them—to
take him to the school and there show him their uniforms.
The Kommandant gave his word of honour not to do
anything to the professor, and went with them. They
showed their uniforms and made their case—and the
professor was condemned by the Germans to ten years
at hard labour.

Not one of those autumn days, with their thfck fog,
that did not bring forth its instance of injustice suf-
fered, sometimes quick and dramatic, sometimes slow
and in agony long endured.
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BELGIUM
It was so with Le Jeune, the barber. They came one

morning to tell me of his end. He had come a short
while before to sell me some engravings, ahnost the
last of his possessions. Then a little later he came to
say that the Germans were pursuing him. I had sent
him away with a word of reassurance—rather casually,
I fear now. They told me that he had had a crise de
folie a few nights before. For some time he had had
the illusion of persecution; he thought every man's hand
was against him and that the Germans were about to
take him to the Kommandantur. Then suddenly one
night he sat up in bed, with burning, staring eyes, and
pointing his finger into the darkness where he beheld
some horror, he cried:

"Ovi, ouit Sont Id! lis comkencentl Ih commen-
centr

"Quoir asked his wife.

"L'ichafaud! L'SchafaudI lis ne peuvent pas me
tuer; II faut chercher le Ministre; Qu'il me proUge!"
The startled wife got up, called a policeman, a kindly

Belgian, who assured Le Jeune that he would go with
him to find me, and so took him to I'Hopital St.-Jean.
The physicians the next day said that his condition was
hopeless and he was taken to an asylum.
Poor Le Jeune! His case was obscure enough, and

with nothing of the heroic in it, save as there was a
touching heroism in the cases of all those Belgians who
anonymously suffered. He was no less a victim of the
war, one of those countless thousands whose lives were
brought prematurely to an end by the sheer horror of
it. It was another instance of war's extravagant waste
of human life. And wlio shall compute the waste of
life even among those who lived on, and yet who saw
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XIII

HOMEWARD BOUND

One morning in the Rue de Treves, there before the
Legation, I saw Horace Fletcher, in a great buff over-
coat, cream-coloured hat on his white hair, and a
large yellow autumn-leaf in his mouth. He was method-
ically fletcherizing the stem of the brilliant autumn leaf,

deriving therefrom I know not what sustenance, but at

sight of me he removed it from his mouth, having come
for a talk. He was very enthusiastic about the feeding
of Belgium and anxious to go back to America to create

sentiment for another Christmas ship for the children.

He had found himself in Brussels at the beginning of
the war and had worked as a member of the C. R. B.
as an expert in food values, and while I should hardly
be justified in saying that he had convinced the Belgians
that if they would fletcherize their food they would make
it go farther, he had rendered the C. R. B. many valu-

able services. The Belgians preferred to hooverize their

food—to use the verb which has been made of the name
of another American. However, his visit put in my
mind again the thought that had been lurking there

ever since that kindly cablegram had been deciphered
that night when I had felt that I could go no farther.

There was still much to do, and the situation had this

difficult character: that one incident was hardly .dis-

posed of before another had developed. We were all
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HOMEWARD BOUND
near the breaking-point

; ViUalobar was just then having
a terrible time trying to save the lives of a Spaniard and
a French woman condemned to death at Liege. Those
dark days of soft, fine rain were surcharged with sor-

^Tu t.?T
*^^ memory of the crowds of humble facesm the black of the universal mourning, streaming along

the roads.de under the dripping poplars toward the
wmetery m the edge of the town on All Saints' Day.
But I have happier memories, too, as of that evening
when Dr. Derscheid said that since I could not go to
Mont Dore for the cure, as in other circumstances he
would have advised, he would prescribe music, and he
hmiself provided it in the most delightful form by bring-mg the Quatuor Zimmer to the Legation to play for us.We made an intimate little group, and had a satisfaction
almost royal in the situation while they played such
thmgs as Beethoven's quartuor Op. 18. No. 6, Si h ma-
jeur, and the scherzo and the andante of Debussy's
premier quatuor, and a bit by the Russian Borodine.

Indeed, the kindness of those Belgian friends seemed
ever to mcrease in the proportion that their own sorrows
mcreased. Their gratitude was almost embarrassing
at tmies; once I admired a painting in a gentleman's
«a/on—the next day it arrived at the Legation with the
gentleman's compliments! And it seemed ahnost a de-
sertion to go away, even for a little holiday, when the
others could have no holiday. When I spoke of it to
Villalobar he said at once

:

"Go;" and then he shook his head sadly, and said:
"Life is hard."

I speak of these little personal things in the effort to
make clear how very clos6 suffering brought us; it made
of Belgium almost a nation of comrades.
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BELGIUM
Finally there came a telegram from Washington ap-

proving of my suggestion in regard to de Leval's diffl-

culties, and I arranged the passports that permitted him
to go to Holland, whence he was to cross to England.

It was of the inveterate irony of things that news-
papers outside should have chosen that very moment to
print sensational statements that the Germans wished to
have me out of Belgium and away from Brussels. The
Baron von der Lancken showed them to me and added
that he wished to state officially that there was no ground
for such statements; and when I told him that I was go-
ing home for a little vacation he hesitated a moment, then
asked frankly if my going had anything to da with—the
little difficulty of a frw days before. It had not, as I
told him. Then a few days later, my passes and au
revoir.

Even if one does not need a vacation, and prepares
to take one, one will need it after the ordeal ..f getting
ready to go. Those November days were full of prepa-
rations, but a morning came—grey, overcast and cold,
when, after the farewells of the cherg colUgues, we drove
away from the Legation and out of Brussels and to
Vilverde, between fields obscured by the silvery fog that
rolled over them, and along the familiar road to Malines
and to Antwerp, halted by sentinels at each town. After
Antwerp, the flat, monotonous Campine Anversoise

—

sand and stunted pine-woods recalling on every hand
pictures by Courtens—and on to Campenhout, the first

outpost of the frontier. We were halted and our pa-
pers examined and visid; a few rods further on we were
halted again by the familiar red flag and a bar across
the road, the first of the controls. The bar was raised
and a soldier waved us on, the bar was let down behind
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us and another let down before, and thus imprisoned, a
red-headed sous-officier took our papers, went into a
little shack, like those in the far West, of wood and
tarred paper; he was gone a long time, telephoning,
signmg, and otherwise regulating and reginientating.
Hut when he came out he smiled and saluted; the tele-
phone from von der Lancken at the Politische Abteilung
had been before us and worked its wonders. We turned
then down a lonely broken road in a barren, sandy, tragic
waste of country, overgrown with scrubby pines, and
drove along the frontier with its three high fences of
wire—the two outer barriers of barbed wire, but the mid-
die higher than the others, far more forbidding, with
Its gleaming wires stretched taut on insulators, wires
that had dealt their deadly bolts to many a brave Bel-
gian lad. The grey soldiers patrolling the long lines
of wire looked at us with their usual suspicion until we
turned no;thward again toward the frontier, to be halted
at the wires in a lonely wood where the sentinel was
building hunself a little rustic guente ef the branches
of pine-trees. On the electric wires beside the double
gates of this barrier there was a sign, with a zig-zagging
symbol of lightning over the warnings it gave in Ger-
man, Dutch, Flemish and French, that the wires were
charged with electricity—"Aawf^ temion"-md then,
with the lack of humour that distinguishes the Germans,
unless It were a humour as grim as the warriors who
employed it, the words "danger de mort. . .

."

The sentinel gave us back our papers, opened thrf
gates, and we drove through, a young officer in puttees
smoking a cigarette saluting us from the door of a little
cottage in the woods. Surely this was all—we must bem Holland, but no, we were halted again at Esschen,
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BELGIUM
where there was a ctistom-house and German sentinels
and the German flag, and across the line the Dutch flag,

and two Dutch soldiers in their dark grey uniforms chat-
ting with the German sentry across the line. When at
last the sous-officier brought out our papers and saluted
stiffly, and when I had distributed the last of my cigars
to the German and Dutch soldiers, we rolled across the
line and into Holland.

And then, suddenly, out of that grey, lowering sky,
the sun burst forth and bathed all that lovely Holland
scene in golden light. We were strangely moved. It
was with a sense of calm, of peace, of repose, such as I
had never known, that we rolled over the smooth roads
along the dykes, with the windmills and the pretty home-
steads, and Dutch soldiers on bicycles or walking with
girls, joking, laughing, having a prodigious holiday.
We loitered over our luncheon in the little imi at Rozen-
dael

;
every one was interested in Mieke, my wife's faith-

ful little Pekinese dog, and a Dutch maid, astounded as
Marie talked to the intelligent little thing, said in all

seriousness:

"Kan zy praten?" ("Can she talk ?"

)

The sun was going down across the low fields and
stars were gleaming in the clear sky as we drove onto
the ferry at Noerdyk to cross the HoUandsch Diep to
Dordrecht, and so at las' to reach Rotterdam, strange
and bewildering, with its streets ablaze with electric

lights, its shops all open, and tram cars and taxis and
Tiappy people, engaged in homely, common tasks of
thronging the sidewalks in careless freedom, laughing
and singing, coming and going and doing as they
pleased, just as if there were no Germans in the world.
It quite overwhelmed us for a moment; it was so strange,
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so wonderful, to see a city full of free people, living
normal lives. And I realized with a shock how soon and
easily one loses the use and habit of liliertv; and then I
inhaled rapturously that air of Holland, heavy, moist,
with the odours of shipping and the sea, but free—for
three centuries and a half, free!

It was too late and we were too tired to dnVe on that
night to The Hague, where Dr. van Dyke was awaiting
us. We went to a hotel, and all that night and far into
the next morning I slept, and slept, and slept.
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BACK IN BBU88EU

Afteb a month in America we were back in Brusgels,
as I had announced that i should be, the second week in
January, and there seemed to be an added warmth in
our welcome because it had beeti assumed that I had
gone to return no more. No one in this old and dis-
illusioned and cynical Europe ever beUeves anything a
diplomatist says, but seeks in his utterances every mean-
ing save that which they would seem to have been framed
to convey. M. Lemonnier, the Burgomaster, called the
next morning after our arrival, and the look in his eyes
was of that surprise which I read in the eyes of all I met.
The newspapers at Brussels were not permitted to pub-
hsh the fact of my return; the notices they wrote were
sent back with the blue pencil of the German censor
drawn through them. But there I was, at any rate, and
for many reasons glad to be back in Brussels.
The daughter of the old bookseller in the Rue de

Tulipe, when I went to see what new old editions of the
French masters had been relinquished by private li-

braries during my absence, stared at me with wide,
sceptical eyes.

"Monnieur le Miniatre!" she cried. "Est-ce vredt"
Out.
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BACK IN BRUSSELS
"Et Monrieur h Miniatre e»t h BruxelUt de now

veaut"

"Evtdemment, puiaque vou» me voyez ir
'

But though I had been awoy so snort a time, there
were changes. Old U. Lamertin, the bookseller in the
Montagne de la Cour, had passed away during my ab-
sence, and Le Jeune, the barber, who had been taken to
an asylum Urt the insane during those dark days of Octo-
ber, had died there. And to make up the arrears one had
to learn who had Iieen sen. to prison or deported. In that
respect Brusiels had not changed; perhaps the city w-s
a little sadder, that was all. The Military Governor had
"annulled," as he had threatened to do, the promise that
had been made to the city in the convention of 1914 no*:

to quarter troops on the inhabitants," and a new contri-

* AvH
En me i^fdrant h mon avU du 16 octobre dernier, je porte k la

connaissance du public que des amies ct des munitions ont encore
6U trouv^es apr^s le 23 octobre dans divers quartiers de I'agglome-
ration bruxelloise.

p'autre part, il a ^te constate officiellement que les attaques des
aviateurs ennerois contre les hangars et champs d'aviation alle-
mands des environs ont et^ determines, facilites et favorlses par les
indications de certains habitanU de I'agglomeration bruxelloise.

Ainsi que je I'avais fait prevoir, la promesse donnee jadis de ne
pas loger des troupes allemandes dans les habitations particuli^res
est done annul^e. Pour autant que les mesures militaires le pcr-
mettront, les soldats seront tout d'abord log^s dans les maisons
appartenant k des Beiges ayant quitte le pays ou k des nationaux
des Etats en guerre avec I'Allemagne.

Bruxelles, le 12 novembre, 1915.

Le Gouvereur General en Belgiqup.

Baron von Bissixu,

General-colonel.
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butlon had been Imposed on the city.' The Governor-
General had levied on the Belgian population a new con-
tribution of war of 40,000.000 francs per month, and
there had been the usual number of persons shot or im-

(TranilaUon:)
'

NOTICB
Referring to my notice of October 16 lait, I bring to the knowl-

edge of the public that arms and munition* have again been found,
since October i^, in various quarters of Great<*( Brussels.

On the other hand it has been ofBcially stated that the atUcks
of enemy aviators on the hangars and German flying fields in the
vicinity have been guided, facilitated and aided by signals from
certain of the inhabitants of Greater Brussels.

As I had given warning, the promise given before not to lodge
German troops in private homes is therefore annulled. As far as
military exigencies will permit the soldiers will be lodged first in
houses belonging to Belgians who have left the country or to
citisens of States at war with Germany.

Brussels, November 18, 1913.

The Governor-General in Belgium,

Baron von Bissino,

Colonel General.
* Contribction db Guerre

Ordre du gouvemeur-g^n^ral en Belgique, en date du 10 novem-
bre, 1913, contrcsigne par le commandant superieur de la IV* arm^e,
due Albert de Wurtemberg.

Conform^ment k I'article 49 de la Convention de L« Haye con-
cernant la reglementation des lois et usages de la guerre sur terre,

il est impost h la population beige unc contribution de guerre de 40
millions de francs par moiM, payable jusqu'i nouvel ordre commc
quote-part aux frais d'entretien de I'arm^e et anz frals d'administra-
tion du territoire occup^.

L'administration c ilcmande a le droit d'exiger que les mensualit^s
soient payees, en tout ou en partic, en argent allemand, calculi au
change de 30 marks pour 100 francs.

Le paiement de la contribution est h charge des neuf provinces
beiges, qui en sont responsablcs comme debitrices solidaires.
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BACK IN BRUSSELS
pri«oned at hard labour for "treason in time of war."
And there had been another tragedy—a Nc«|ial. it was

aid, to the Cavell case. There was a youn^ Beluinn.
the son of a retired officer in the Belgian Army; he bore
an honoured Belgian name of which he had proved him-
self so unworthy as to sell himself as a spy to the Ger-

U premlire monsunliti'' devra le pnyer Ic 10 d^ctrobri-, 1»13. n„
plu« tard, lei meniu«Iit^» sulvnntc., au plus tard. le 10 dc clmqiie
moU k la caiise de I'ann^e de campagne (reldkrclg.ka..e) du
gouvernemcnt g<;n^ral imperial A Bruxellcs.

SI le. province., pour .e procurer le. fond, n^ces.aire., doivent'
imettre de. obligation., la forme et la teneur en .eront daermin^.
par le comn,i.Mi,e.g^„^ral imperial de. banque. en Belglque.
(Truulatlon:)

Contribution or War
Order of the GoTernor-Gcncrnl in Belgium, dated November

10, 1915, counter.lgned by the 8u,)erlor commandant of the IVth
Army, Duke Albert of Wurttemberg.

In conformity with ArUcle 49 of the Convention of The Hague
concerning the regulation of the law. and cu.tom. of land warfare
there is impo.cd on the Belgian population a contribution of war
of 40 million francs per month, payable until further notice, as
their share of the expense of the upkeep of the army and of the
administration of the occupied territory.

The German Administration has the right to demand that these
monthly payments, in whole or In part, be made In German money,
calculated at the rate of 80 marks for 100 francs.
The payment of th. contribution Is the charge of the nine Belgian

provinces, that are responsible for It as a single debtor
The first monthly payment must be made on December 10, 1915

at «.e latest, the following payments, at the latest, on the 10th ofeach month, to the treasurer of the occupying army of the imperial
Ueneral Government at Brussels.

If the provinces, in order to obtain Uie necessary funds, must
ssue obl.gat.ons, their form and tenor will be determined by the
Imperial Commissioner-General of Banks in Belgium.
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BELGIUM
mans. It was he, so people said, who had betrayed Miss
Cavell. One morning his body was found lying in the
street, a bullet in the heart. Over the deed there hung
the mystery of a profound and impenetrable silence.
The Germans were piqued because the assassins were
not at once discovered, and there were threats of fining
the city 500,000 marks if justice was not immediately
done. But no Belgian could be found, it seemed, who
knew anything about the affair, and no one, in speaking
of it, seemed to evince the horror and regret that such a
deed should excite, though there was, in the gossip of
the town, a universal sympathy for the old officer, the
father of the recreant youth T^ho had brought such
shame upon his house.

But where death was so common such things were
soon forgotten, and I had not been back in town two
days before we had word from the German authori-
ties that they proposed to seize certain food, and a mes-
sage from London threatening the cessation of the ravi-
taillement altogether. Thus the situation seemed to be
normal, the atmosphere familiar, and things in Belgium
going on precisely as they iiad done before.

When Villalobar and I had an interview with the
Baron von der Lancken the threat of seizure of food
proved not to be so serious as the use of the word im-
plied; what the Governor-General intended was to seize
food that had been obtained fraudulently or in contra-
vention of his orders, and to solve that problem we had
only to suggest that the unfortunate word saisir be re-
placed by a term less likely to be misconstrued in the
press of other lands.

The summons from London, however, was more seri-

ous. The ravitaillement of Belgium had not always had
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BACK IN BRUSSELS
the unanimous approval of Germany's enemies : there re-
mained in certain formalistic minds the old preoccupa-
tion of The Hague conventions, according to which it
was the duty of the occupying Power to assure the feed-
ing of the population; and there were still those who
did not hesitate to say that a hungry population in Bel-
gium would render Germany more odious and increase
her military difficulties. There were, too, never-quieted
suspicions of the Germans; it was constantly being al-
leged that they seized the food and fed it to their sol-
diers. And when all these objections were answered,
or in some way overcome, the claim was made that even
if the Germans did not seize the food-stuffs imported by
the C. R. B., they derived an indirect benefit by their
own use of indigenous products of Belgian soil. It was
to meet this objection that we had secured, in the previ-
ous summer, the guarantees that the Belgian crops
would be reserved for Belgian consumption. And now
another charge was made against the Germans—namely,
that they profited by the seizure of Belgian cattle.

There was much, indeed, in the claim. Day after day,
along the avenues of Brussels herds of kine went low-
ing to the slaughter, and some were diverted to German
uses. I used to stand looking out of my window in the
Rue Belliard watching the herds driven by on their way
to the abattoir, bellowing in I know not what presenti-
ment of the tragic fate, a sickening spectacle of
the incorrigible cruelty that is so impHcit a part
of life, one kind devouring the other—that ceaseless and
remorseless warfare between the species on this planet
by which German philosophers, themselves not yet hav-
ing attained that development in which tl^ imagination
could at least conceive of a better order, could justify
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BELGIUM
in profound scientific theses the German intention to
devour Belgians, Frenchmen, Russians and, above all,

Englishmen, and, in the end, when the visible supply of
these gave out, Americans as well.

Many a German had explained this law to me, some
of them Doctors of Philosophy, who ought to know
everything, showing how every great nation was the re-
sult of countless contests between small States and peo-
ples that ultimately, under this power, became great
States and nations. Lombardy and Tuscany and
Venice and Naples had been made into Italy; Nor-
mandy and Brittany and Picardy into France; Eng-
land had absorbed Scotland and Wales and Ireland;
Prussia had overcome Bavaria and Austria; even
America had united a number of smaller States to make
a nation, and, as they invariably liked to predict in
their persistent, cynical misunderstanding of us, was
about to seize others. And now that the peoples of the
world had been thus far united, the process of agglutina-
tion must go on; Spain and France and England had
had their day; it was Germany's turn. There was not
in their minds anywhere, it appeared, a solitary ray that
could reveal by its light any higher motives, any higher
ideal, any higher law.

"And the process must go on?" I asked.
"Yes."

"Then what will becmne of Germany in the end?"
I can see the gilt epaulettes move in the shrug of the

officer's shoulders.

"Some day," he said, "another people will devour us,
perhaps the Russians, perhaps the Chinese, perhaps the
Japanese

—

qy^'est-ce que je aais, moir
He shrugged his shoulders again and sighed. Then,
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BACK IN BRUSSELS
with a sudden air of relief, as though he would be well
out of it all by that time, he added:
"But that will not be for a hundred years. . .

."

Whether on this principle or on some other, the seiz-
ures of cattle were going on in the provinces. We had
made an observation about it, Villalobar and I, some
time before, and had been flatly told that it was none of
our business. Officially, to be sure, it was not; there
were no guarantees that covered the cattle in the Belgian
fields. But the English felt that the seizure of the cat-
tle was a violation of the spirit, if not of the letter, of the
guarantees, and so they had sent word to say that if the
seizures were not stopped the ravitaiUement would be.
Villalobar and I went to see Baron von der Lancken
and broached the subject; we found him disposed to
arrange the matter. We had numerous conferences.
The German authorities had the feeling that the British
Government would put an end to the ravitaiUement if

in so doing they could throw the blame on them; the
Germans were not disposed to accept any such terrible
responsibility, and yet they could not appear to have
receded in the face of British threats. The affair was
one of exquisite delicacy, and it is only to show how
complicated and difficult it all was, then and always, that
I mention the fact that while the pourparlers were go-
ing on, a telegram came from Mr. Hoover in London
saying that if the assurances were not given at once and
without further discussion the ravitaiUement would
cease. We could reply that the problem was in a fair
way of solution, and ask for patience; it was a hard task
to make Germans do what they did not wish to do, and
to do it immediately, as others than we had already
learned.
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BELGIUM

,
It was in the midst of these negotiations that the

Governor-General invited me to lunch with him at Trois
Fontaines, and one bleak day toward the end of Jan-
uary von der Laneken and I drove out there. General
von Bissing had with him only the young officers of
his staff, and we sat down to a simple luncheon in the
dining-room that looked out into the park. The old
Prussian soldier had just returned from shooting deer
in the Ardennes, and, proud of the antlers he had just
hung as trophies in the great hall of the chateau, was
very affable that day. He seemed hale and hearty un-
der his seventy-two years, and there was a good deal of
laughter at luncheon. We were all speaking French,
which, as I had been slowly discovering, he spoke fairly

well, though at our first interview with him, more than
a year before, he had had von der Laneken translate his

German into French.

Remarking to me that day on the difficulties of his

position, he said that he was expected to unite the sub-
tlety of a diplomatist with the firmness of a soldier: if

he did anything that the Belgians approved, which was
seldom, he was blamed at Berlin; if he did anything that
pleased Berlin, he was execrated by the Belgians.

It was a difficult position to occupy, no doubt, as the
position of any satrap should be in our times. He said
it was his desire to ameliorate conditions in Belgium, and
was very enthusiastic over schemes of conserving waste.
For instance, he had just established a reducticm plant
for dead animals. Months before, late in October, he had
issued a decree, which was not posted on the walls, con-
cerning the utilization of "cadavers of animals" {"con-
cernant I'utilimtion des cadavres d'animaux"), in which,
with many details, he had directed that the dead bodies
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BACK IX BRUSSELS
of animals not fit for consumption as food be preserved
and, by declaration at the local Kommandantur, held
at the disposal of the Oil Central (Oelzentrale) to be
reduced to grease.' He was delighted with his schemes

'Cadavrer d'Animaux
Arrlte du gonverneur-g6i6ral en Belgique en date du 29 octobre

1915. concernant I'uUlisation des cadavres d'animaux et des animaux
abattus et impropres k la consommation humaine:

Article l-'.-Lorsqu'un solipede (cheval, ane, mulct, bardot), «ne
bete bovine, un veau, nn pore (a I'exception des cochons de lait)
vient a perir ou est abattu pour cause d'^pizootie, la declaration doit
en etre faite dans les douze heures k la "Kommandantur" compe-
tente pour la localite.

La meme declaration doit Stre faite en ce -iui concerne les corps
entiers d animaux abattus dans les abattoirs publics, si ces corps ou
ces parties ont €ti jugis impropres k la consommation humaine.
Ces parties d'animaux doivent etre conservees dans les r&ipients
clos, fermfe. k clef; en outre on devra verser un desinfectant sur les
parUes, afin qu'elles ne se putreiient pas,

Les cadavres, les corps d'animaux et leurs parties doivent etre
remis aux ^tablissements d'utilisation des cadavres que le Bureau
central des huiles (Oelzentrale) fera connattre. Les moutons et
les chfevres peuvent etre 6galement livr^s k ces ^tablissements.

Art. 2.-Sont tenus de faire la declaration: (1) le -propri^alre

;

(8) les experts v^t^rinaires et autres personnes chargees du con-
trole de la viande de boucherie; (3) les directeurs des abattoirs ou
les personnes sous la surveillance desquelles se trouvent le cadavre,
le corps d'animal ou ses parties (art. ler, premier et deuxi^me
ahneas); (4) s'il agit de cadavres ou de corps d'animaux atteints
d epirootie, le v^terinaire appel^ k constater la maladie.
La declaration effectuee par I'une de ces personnes dispense les

autres de I'obligation de declarer.

Art 3.—L'enlivement des cadavres, des corps d'animaux et de
leurs parties (art. l^r) ^e fait gratuitement par les etablissements
d utilisation des cadavres: en ete dans les vingt-quatre heures et en
hiver dans les trent-six heures de I'avis donn6 k cette fin par I'au-
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BELGIUM
and spoke of it as a reform likely to result in benefit to
the human race, and, though I never talked with him
about It afterward, it must have been another disillusion-
ment to him, and one more cause for feeling that his

tori« comp^tente. Le transport aux ftaWUsements d'utillsation du
partie. danlmaux conserv&g en d^p6t dans les abattoir, publics se
fera dis qu'il y aura une quantity suffisante k transporter.

Art. 4.—Le propri^taire n'a pas droit k une indemnity pour les
parties danimaux abattus ni pour les cadavres ou les corps d'ani-
manx (art 1") qui sont icorch^s. Si le cadavre ou le corps d'un
animal est livr^ avec la pean, une indemnity conrenable doit 6tre
accordfe pour la peau, k condition que, d'apr*s le, dispositions de
police v6t^riiiaire en vigueur, U soit perpi, de I'enlever du corps de
I animal.

*^

Le maximum des indemnit^s est 6x6 ainsi qu'il suit:

Pour les peauT de chevaux de 1? kilos et plus, 18 mark piice:
Four les peaux de moutons, 2 mark piice j

Pour les peaux de chivres, 8 mark piice;
Pour les peaux des betes bovines, 80 pfennig le kilo;
Pour les peaux le veaux, M. 1.20 le kilo;

II n'est pas accord^ d'indemnlt^ pour les peaux de pores. Pour
toute peau de cheral qui pisera moins de 17 kilos, en fera une d^
duction proportionelle au manque de poids.

..J^;
^-;^" !"^"'=**«»» «« •tides ler, g et S du present arr6t«

d une i^ine d empnsonnement d'un «, au plus ou d'une de ces deuxpeines k I'exclusion de I'autre.

Le, infractions sont de la competence des tribunaux militoire,
et des autorite, militaire,.

"""wuro

Dispositions CoMPLiifUNTAiHEs
En vue de faciliter I'application de I'article !•' j. I'arrgt^ ci-

d'utiLrr'''f''' •'"'"'"'' """^^' ««''^'— ^tabliss"me„i

Lhin \ !..f
""" '''''°'°"'"' ''' «''''"'«"'' d equarrissage de

Bru«lesC. r"'
°'""*= ''' ^'"*' Jette-Saint-Pierre pris

Libramont (province de Luxembourg), Andenne (province de
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efforts were unappreciated, when he heard the story thatwas going the rounds of the press a few months later

.o^.T^r''.'^'^' '* P""*'" '^''"*"'" '"P'^P"' * 1« con-
•on>ni.tlon humaine et mentionn^. k I'.rticle 1" de I'arrert orfclt^

lieu, il sera d^sign^ d'autres districts.
^

(Translation:)

BoDws OF Animals

loffl
1°^ *'"' Governor-General in Belgium dated October 25,

animals killed and unfit for human consumption •

vaT^H'~t' '*^1*' " "''^'^•^'^^-^ -"'"-l (horse, ass, mule,

in. n i' f
?"'*' ^'""^' ^°« (*'"> *»»« "«=eP«on of suck

S^^Id^ wfth" 7 ^''"r'
'"' '=^"''^"'= '"''°°^' '"^^ declaration mLtbe made w.thm twelve hours to the Kommandantur of that locali^

of animaT\ .ri" ".
""' "^ ""''•= '^•'^-™-« *»•« ««« bodyof animals killed in the public slaughter-houses, if its body or

Cl "of th 'T ''''"'' ""'* '" '•"-- con;umpti:n^;hes:

IStiiit; "put?;"*"*
"
" ^ ^"-'^ -' ^'^^ p-» - t^at

The bodies, the carcasses of animals, and their parts are to be

the Central O, Bureau (Oehentrale) will designate. Sheep andgoat, may be similarly turned over to these ctab'Sshment
^

Art. 2.— ihe declaration is to be made hi,, /'l^ *i.

.f
"' "*"" ""'^ (») «« *-«.» .f the .uCufhou.J™"

The declaration of one of these persons absolves the others.
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BELGIUM
to the effect that he was utilizing the bodies of dead sol-
tlierg to obtain grease to manufacture powder. I sup-

Art. 8.—The removal of the bodies, of the carcasses of animals
and their parts (Art. Ist) is provided for free of charge by the
establishments for the utilisaUon of bodies, in the sammer within
twenty-four hours and in the winter within thirty-six hours after
notice given to that end by a competent authority. The parts of
animals saved in the public slaughter-houses will be transported to
the utilisation establishments whenever there is a sufficient quanUty.
Art .—The proprietor has no right to an indemnity for the

parts of animals killed, nor for the bodies or carcasses of animals
that are skinned. If the body or the carcass of an animal is given
with the skin, a reasonable indemnity IviU be allowed for the skin
on condition that, after the approval of the veterinary in power, he
be allowed to remove it from the body of the animal.
The maximum indemnities are fixed as follows:

For the skins of horses, 17 kilograms or more, 18 marks apiece.
For the skins of sheep, i marks apiece.

For the skins of goats, 8 marVs apiece.

For the skins of cattle, 80 pfennig per kilogram.
For the skins of lambs, marks 1.80 per kilogram.

No indemnity is allowed for the skins of hogs. For each horse
skin weighing less than 17 kilograms a reduction will be made in
proportion to the weight.

Art. 5—Infringements of Articles 1, 2, and S of the present order
will be punished by a fine of not to exceed 5,000 marks and by the
pain of imprisonment for not more than one year, or by one of
these two penalties to the exclusion of the other.

Infringements are within the jurisdiction of the military tribunals
and the military authorities.

AnoiTioNAL Information
In order to facilitate the application of Article 1 of the order

herein, the slaughtering-yards of Schooten, near Antwerp, Deurne
le«-Diest, Jette-Saint-Pierre, near Brussels, Platon (Province of
Hamaut), Chatelet, near Charleroi, Libramont (Province of Luxem-
bourg), Andenne (Province of Namnr), Pont-Atlant, near Mau-
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r^^l''" *^/."^°' *• """"^ ''^'^'' "^^^^^ has sucha gnsly sound m the western ear. that gave rise to thegruesome suggestion.

The Governor-General's talk, however, was all of
physical or administrative and never of political organ-
iMtion; he spoke as though he could show the Belgiansmany an unprovement in that line that would astonishthem If only they were not so stiff-necked and so violent

TrlZJ^'''^^'^ «^'* •"y suggestions emanating
from hun He talked with enthusiasm of his many
projects of organization, his Zentrden. and all that;
he had some notions about agriculture, and, had there
been no war in the world, and no invasion, had he been
in some executive position with a right and warrant that
one could reconcile with justice, one would have found
hmi a rather good-natured old man, something of a per-
sonahty m his way, who worked hard, studied labori-
ously and took his duties seriously, and liked to think of
hmiself as domg justice. The vast and essential differ-
ence between our points of view, the utter antithesis of
h,s conception of the bases of authority and my own. was
not apparent to him; neither he nor any of the young
officers at his board that winter day had the least doubt
as to his right to be where he was, or the slightest embar-

ZT^Jt *l^'
'," '^"•8"-*«>' °»t" further orders, a, establish-ments for the utilization of the cadavers of animals.

The bodies, carcasses and parU of animals unfit for human con-

WW tJev .?% r r r*'"*''"--*
^^^--^ed for the districtwhere they are found; the limits of the several districts are indi-cated on the sketch attached to the German text. If it i, nec«saryother districts will be designated.

necessary,
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BELGIUM
rassment in their position as invaders and interlopers.

They thought his ri^t to govern Belgium as incontest-

able as I should consider the ri^t of the Governor of
Ohio to administer the affairs under the Constitution.
He regarded the Belgians precisely as the headmaster of
a reform school mi^t regard the incorrigible youth com-
mitted to his charge; he was willing to help them and to
tell them how to be good, but he must be rigid in dis-

cipline and never let them once out of hand. My impres-
sion of him in the end was that, bound within constitu-

tional limitations, he would have made a capable, rigidly

firm, though not a brilliant, executive. As mayor, for in-

stance, he would have policed the town remorselessly,
kept the streets clean, tolerated no waste of the tax-
payers' money, built no public improvements except
those that were strictly necessary and utilitarian—and
would never have been re-elected. As an untrammeled
dictator he lacked the imagination that could even un-
derstand the ment&Iity of the people he was called upon
to rule, much less mitigate the hatred and detestation in
which they held him.

Our talk was mostly casual, of course, and sounded
no depths. There were too many topics upon which it

seemed unsafe to venture if the luncheon were to pass
off pleasantly. The General, in his husky old dragoon
voice, was fully competent to talk about the war, a field

in which I was not qualified. He told me, with the satis-

faction a man always feels in winning a wager, that one
of his officers long before had ofi'ered to bet him a dinner
that peace would come before Christmas, 1915; he had
taken the bet, and won. The relations between our two
countries did not just then form a subject of conver-
sation which, as the Germans say, would be gemiitUch,
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and I did not like to speak of the ravitaittemettt becwie
that would have ««med like talking riiop. and I hadheard from one of hi« entourage that he did not like tha'
there was a certain young diplomat, «ud my informant,who ujed to play bridge with the old Governor and tor-

?^A !r ^ *''*"*"* ^'*'* '«»"*«* '«' laU,ez-paM»er9

ThJlh'' Pf^"l"*i'r"" ^°' *'^'^»' ""^ hi, friend..
I had the subject of the ravitaillcment on my mind, how-
ever; whether or not he had some prescience of that Ido not know-he was not what one would call occult-

o her which I had been telling him. he turned. lifted

abr,S«y:
"'"' *" ^'^ ""^^ ""*' P*"»«»' ""^ ^^^

I thanked him and in my gratitude for the relief this

funny story to tell h,m. Like most old men weigheddown with executive cares he did not often have a chance
to laugh, and the young, in their egoism and selfishness,
are always forgettmg that the old like to laugh too. and
are grateful for any pains taken to that end-^ven gruff
old German generals.

**

It was a good luncheon in the German cuisine, and
stark m its simphc.ty. The Governor-General lived a
frugal and a regular life and there was no waste on his
table or m his household.
I was glad that my poor Belgians, too, were to con-tmue to eat their own frugal repasts, and glad that I

could go back to Brussels and tell Villalobar and the

•ured '

°"
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'
"^^""^ '° * "^"^ *° ^ ^°°-
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Oui discuMioiM for a time, however, wei« interrupted
because the King of Bavaria had come to town, and all

the Excellencies in the German Government must be on
hand to do him homage and to assist at the festivities

given in the various ministries iil his honour. The King
was incognito, at least so far as the Belgians were con-
cerned, for none of them ever saw him, or cared to, per-
haps. We were always hearing of some great German
personage in town, but we never saw him, though on
this occasion one of the King's entourage, some Royal
Highness or other, a Prince

with a name of hit own,
And a certain use in the world, no doubt,

called on Villalobar and told him that they were all

sick of the war.

My own callers just at that time were Belgian per-
sonalities who happened to have English nurses or gov-
ernesses in their families, and they were all excited and
concerned by the latest rumour that had gone through
the town—namely, that all English women were to leave
at once. Inasmuch as this rumour touched that most
Rcute of all sensitive spots in the social organi;>m, to
vrit, the servant problem, the Quartier Leopold was
almost in revolution. For a long time we had been
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•ending to Hdluui by ipedAl trains, and undffr the et-
cort of a representative of the Legation, luch English
women as desired to leave Belgium. Not all of them
cared to go, for many who had good homes and good
employment in Brussels had no homes in England.
Then during my absence an English woman had gone
to the Legation and asked Gibson, who was in charge,
whether she should go to England or not. Like many
others, she did not like to solve her problems herself and
insisted on some one else's taking the responsibility, and
in the end aSked Gibson to write to London and ask for
advice. He did so, and the reply, naturally, was that all

English women who could do so should leave Brussels.
The w men thereupon spread the alarm and all the
English women decided to go. The news not only
alarmed the Quartier Leopold, but it reached the Ger-
mans and alarmed them; they saw menaces of attacks,
offensives, bombardments, and I know not what else

of the dreadful in a military way, and refused to allow
any more trains to depart. This only increased th"
panic. From the first we had observed an interesting

psychological phenomenon: most women were anxious
to leave until we procured their passports and trains;

then most of them decided not to go, having lost the
desire to depart as soon as they were sure they could
do sa When it was imdcrstood that there were to be
no more trains they were unanimous in their decision to
leave, and we had r trying time for weeks. It was more
than weeks, it waji mdhths before we could get permis-
sion for any of them to go; even then it was only in
isolated cases.

One evening very late the bell rang, and there came
into the hall a little English woman, lugging an ennr-
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mous valise and dragging two very sleepy children after
her. She had come that day from Lille, where her hus-
band had been a teacher until the Germans sent him to
Ruhleben with other Englishmen, leaving her alone in
the strange city. Finally the Kommandantur at LiUe
gave her a laiasez-passer to go to England, and, happym the thought of seeing her home once more, she had
started out, and, arriving at Brussels that night, had
been told that her laisaez-passer would not be honoured.We provided for her and for the sleepy children, poor
httle thmgs; but, try as I would. I could never succeed in
obtaimng permission for that woman to leave. We did
aU we could for her, and the i)retty children in new
clothes went bravely to school and were soon speaking
French; while for the mother, a quiet and competent lit-
tle woman, we procured some pupils to whom she gave
lessons m English. Nearly every Belgian who could not
already do so was learning to speak English in those
days, and the basic resemblance of the Flemish to our
own language made it rather easy for them.
Such little dramas, oftentimes with more tragic d^-

fumements, were of daily occurrence in our lives; and
yet there were romances, too. The whole story of the
^. K. B. IS. m Its way. a romance, and. as I have said,
1 often used to wish that Frank Norris had lived to
write It as the third of his unfinished trilogy of the
wheat. The young men-the Rhodes scholars and the
other university men who came after the Rhodes schol-
ars when these went back to Oxford, all reflected
great credit on America and on the American uni-
versities, and Mr. Hoover wrought them into an or-
ganization that had all the esprit de corps of a crack
regmient of Guards. They were received enthusias-
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tically by every one, and the delegates were very popu-
lar among the Belgians, who did all they could to
lighten the task they had voluntarily assumed.
Mr. Carstairs, for instance, the delegate down in the

Hainaut, lived in the great chateau at Mariemont as the
guest of Raoul .Waroque, the last of a line of men noted
for their public spirit. They had been burgomasters for
generations, and Waroque was the representative of the
Comite National in his region. Mr. Carstairs had won
the hand of Mile. Helene Guinotte, one of those two
charming and beautiful sisters whom I had met in the
aalom of the Baroness Lambert before the war, and one
day in January a great company of us went down to
Mariemont for the wedding. There was a dinner in the
old chateau attended by the family and by a few mem-
bers of the C. R. B.; the ironic fates were at the din-
ner too, as a matter of course, for the master of the
house sat there, the last of his race with no heirs, amidst
the guests he was so touchingly happy to have about
him in honour of an alliance between Belgium and
America—dying before our eyes. The wedding was
solemnized the next morning, first in the town hall where
the civil ceremony was conducted by the Burgomaster
faiaent fonction. He was an old peasant in his Sunday
blacks and white cravat, with the black, yellow and red
sash about his middle, and he drew out a pair of steel-

bowed spectacles and read a little address in which he
referred most movingly to what America had done for
his country. He read it with the dignity with which an
honest, simple, unaffected good man invests any cere-
mony in which he takes part. And then we all drove
to the little church in the village, where the priest—a tall,

gaunt, awkward young Walloon—celebrated the Mass
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BELGIUM
and pronounced the religious ceremony, his Latin in the
Walloon accent sounding strange in our ears. There
was the wedding-breakfast at The Pashy, the country
home of the Guinottes, and then the bride and groom
drove away for their honeymoon in HoUand—their
pagsierscheins all in order.

We could abnost forget the war in scenes so normal,
until back at Brussels that evening Mr. Poland, the
Director of the C. R. B., came to report that h- hnd
just had a telegram from Mr. Hoover saying th. le
British Government had received word from its agents
to the effect that the Belgian Committee at Antwerp had
sold eighteen hundred tons of rice to the Germans 1 The
further importation of rice had been forbidden—and, in
short, we had another incident to deal with. The event
proved that the agents were mistaken; the Committee at
Antwerp had sold no rice, of course, though some of the
peasants about Antwerp had either sold or traded their
little rations of rice. The Belgians had never eaten rice,
and did not like it when the Americans introduced it
to them

;
and I could not blame them much, for I do not

like rice myself, even when French chefs disguise it with
all their cunning art. They did not like corn-meal
either—mai«, they called it—and considered it fit only
for cattle to eat; but that was because, unlike some dusky
Kentucky cooks of my acquaintance, they did not know
how to transform it into com pone or johnnycake, or
spoon-bread. The amount of rice they had disposed of
was insignificant, and the incident proved not to be
serious after all.

But there were new difficulties in securing from the
Germans the promise not to requisition any more cattle.
The old and never-conquered problem of the chomeurs
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had arisen again; it would not down. The Gennans
wished to attach, as a condition to the guaranties, that
the chdmeurs be compeUed to work, which meant they
must work for the Germans, or else cease to receive their
allotments from the Comite National. Von Sauber-
zweig was reported to have said that the diplomats had
no right to be in Belgium, and that they should be sent
away. The difficulties came, like most difficulties in the
worid as it was th»n and as it is now organized, from
Messieurs les miUiuires, but they did not wholly have
their way just then, for at the end of January Baron
von der Lancken authorized us to say that the Governor-
General had decided to give the guarantees, and that no
more requisitions of cattle would be made.
However, if the Germans were willing to forego their

seizures of cattle they were just beginning to requisition
aU the ncyerg in Belgium—those stately walnut-trees,
the pride of many an estate, and, in those cases in which
they belonged to peasants, the support of whole families.
There was nothing that we could do to prevent that be-
cause the Germans wished to make stocks for their
rifles, and as this was purely a military use it was no
affair of neutral diplomats. Governor-General von
Bissing, so the story ran, had been opposed to cutting
down the trees and on a recent visit to Berlin had been
reproached by the military authorities with the fact, and
in the discussion that ensued had been outdone by Mes-
sieurs les mlitaires, as every one is in Germany, and had
been forced to yield. And so the beautiful tall trees,
many of them centuries old, were cut down, and not one
ultimately was spared—not even those on the estate of
the Prince de Ligne at Bel Oeil, nor those of the Prince
Napoleon.
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The Germans were seizing other things, too—^the rails

of the vicinal tramways, the metal in houses, rubber,

wool, everything that could aid or comfort an army
while it went about its systematic and scientific destruc-

tion of all that which centuries had been required to

build or produce. Even the machinery in the factories

was being shipped off to Germany, and Belgium faced a

future in which she would find herself stripped naked of

all she had.
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THE FATE OF LOUIS BSILL

Life in Brussels became a little more difficult and a
little more drear each Jay. Misery crept everywhere.
Potatoes, under the Kartoffelzentrale, were more and

Tir T^""^'
*^^'"^ "^^'^ incipient riots in the commune

of Molenbeek-Saint-Jean, women fiercely assailing the
mauon commwnde until the police and even the pom-pim had to be called to disperse them. And misery
reactmg on character in the way it has, added to the
cruelty and insensibility in which life so abounds. The
herders of the cattle lowing down the Rue BeUiard would
carelessly beat them over the muzzles with their clubs
and the beasts would close their eyes and toss their heads
away to escape the pain of those blows. I was walking
one day at noon in the Vieux Marche in la Place de Jeu
de Balle, where all the rubbish of the town, the unclean
and disgusting debris of broken and unsuccessful lives,
was assorted and exposed for sale; the clatter of the
wooden shoes on the cobble-stones had been stilled by
the noon hour, and the market-women in their flimsy
booths were drinking their coffee from great bowls and
gossiping. And I saw a little girl crying bitterly as she
watched her portly mother, indifferent to the child's
appeals, slowly munch the tartine she would not share;
the child watched it disappear bite by bite down the self-
ish maternal throat, and at last, when there was but one
bite left, the mother gave her that.
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BELGIUM
Mr. Casper Whitnoy, of the C. R. B., had just

returned with Mr. Walcott from a visit to Poland
with sickening stories of the suffering there, and
in Servia, ravaged by the Bulgarians; black misery,
famine, pestilence everywhere, all the symptoms of
martial glory and world-empire. And that was a
situation which the C. R. B. could not help, much as
it tried to do so; there were too many military or polit-
ical difficulties in the way. And Germany, Mr. Wal-
cott said, was preparing to begin a vast offensive in the
West—three million bayonets already on the line, and
the German General Staff, as a German officer Had con-
fided to him, prepared to sacrifice 500,000 of them. It
sounded mathematically and scientifically military as
long as one spoke of them as bayonets; it sounded less

so when one abandoned that professional euphemism and
spoke of soldiers, and if one resorted to human terms
and spoke of them as men—one would be growing soft
and sentimental.

The dark influences of the times lay heavily on all

spirits in an universal depression from which there was
no escape. There were not only such little scenes as
those I have noted to illustrate the pain and tragedy of
life. Now and then a spring day, straying too far in

advance of the slowly advancing march of spring itself,

would find itself the prisoner of February, and on the
morning of such a day—the sunlight streaming, the
ground damp from the constant rain, its drops glisten-
ing on the trees—the Belgian wounded prisoners
brought in from the front were allowed to promenade in
the park of the Palais des Academies, the great classical

structure where the Belgian Academies of Letters and
Beaux Arts, of Science and of Medicine, have their seat
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—turned now by the Germans into a military hospital.
The invalids wore the long gabardines of striped ticking
which make the wounded in German hospitals look like
zanies, but they had on their jaunty boneta de police,
with the tassels of yellow or of red or of blue, and they
hobbled up and down on the'" crutches and smoked and
laughed—glad, no doubt, of the respite that la bmne
bUssure gave them, and happy even in this strange
home-coming.

"Lea bona diablear cried one man in the throng that
pressed up to the high iron fence around the yard to stare
at them. The Belgian soldiers were not allowed to ap-
proach the grill and no one was permitted to speak to
them, but men and women and children went up to the
high grill and peered between the iron bars, German
sentinels glowering ill-humoredly at them. Those in
tht crowd were very serious; they were trying to recog-
nize among the prisoners some loved one. I saw a
woman turn away from the crowd in anguish, her face
drawn with the pain of a great grief and stained by tears.
It had been less than two years since from that very
spot I had seen those same boys, no doubt, and thou-
sands of others like them, parading down the boulevard,
hale, hearty, happy, with flags and trumpets and drums,
celebrating the fete of their King.
The wounded were being brought in increasing num-

bers to Brussels; our courier had not been allowed to go
out for days, and the frontier was closed. Mitilineu's
brother, who was a diplomat at The Hague, had come
to Brussels with his wife to visit the Roumanian Lega-
tion, and was no sooner arrived and retired for the night
than he was routed out by a German officer and told that
he and his wife must depart by train in the morning—
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BELGIUM
which they did, and at seven o'clock were away in a
coach of which the blinds were drawn.
The town was pulsating with the news of the heavy

movement of troops, and suddenly hope was high once
more, since another great offensive had begun. The
only way Brussels could get news was by deduction—

a

process that was oftentimes exaggerated in its results.
I noted in my journal at the end of a trying day at
about that time the rumours that I had heard that
afternoon alone: America had broken off diplomatic
relations with Germany; the American Legation was
packing up and about to leave; there had been a revolt
of troops at Ghent and the Military Governor there
had been assassinated; there had been a naval battle in
the North Sea and twenty German raen-o'-war had been
sunk; the Crown Prince of Turkey had not committed
suicide, but had been put to death because he was pro-
Ally; Tino, the King of Greece, had abdicated; there
was a revolution in Bulgaria; aU English women in
Belgium were to be interned in a camp near Antwerp;
a diplomat had arrived from Berlin with positive, but
confidential information that the Germans were to make
one last desperate effort to reach Calais, and failing that
would retire to the Meuse.
These rumours served as topics for conversation at

dinner when one had exhausted the subject of potatoes
—as food for discussion merely; and it was a phenom-
enon attested or confessed by everybody, now that po-
tatoes were no more to be had, that they had suddenly
grown delicious; there was one displayed in the window
of an antiquarian in the Rue d'Assaut, labelled:

"authentique—vendxje"
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I was constantly appealed to as a diplomat

—

and
therefore as an informed, or at least as an informing,

person—to say whether such reports as these were true
or not. I knew no more about most of them than any one
else, and, as a conscientious realist, never believed any
news but bad news. Poor Brussels never had any good
news, which was doubtless the reason—since necessity, as

the copy-book says, is the mother of invention—^that it

was invented now and then. Herbert Spencer might have
explained the phenomenon. But to us the rumours did
serve as topics for conversation, as I said, for the dinner-

table was growing dull, and it was not in good taste

to deny them. One no longer heard the sprightly talk

about the war, the speculation as to its duration, the
discussion of world-politics, and the probable changes
that were to be produced in the surface of the habitable

globe, as one heard it when all was thrilling excitement
and emotion in those first days of the honeymoon of the

war. The war had taken on its true colours as a hid-

eous, an ugly, and a squalid thing, as all abundantly rec-

ognized. Even in the piping times of peace those who
talk of ideals are few, very few indeed, and those who
discuss ideas not much more numerous. Most people talk

of other people; and though there are, perhaps, other

people who are more interesting than ideas or ideals, that

is not the reason why people talk of them. But most
subjects seemed to have been exhausted in Brussels, save

perhaps that of la menteditS aUemande, and the princi-

ple of that had been grasped rather generally. We
could be aroused from our after-dinner gloom only by
being plunged into the deeper gloom of some new and
concrete horror or injustice.
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BELGIUM
No one made an effort; the people one met seemed

to have aged and grown careless and seedy and not good-
looking any more. The women, poor things, never had
any new gown, and were all in black. I can recall an
evenmg in February—the 10th, my journal say*-
when, after a dinner at a house where once there had
been only gaiety and light and sprightly talk, I was
sittmg and smoking a last cigarette and waiting for
toe old butler to come in and announce my motor.He came at last, but instead of the formula there
was a whispered consultation with the master of the
house, who beckoned to me, and we left the room
and went to the dim galon, where a man was waiting
for me; he had a white, drawn face—another had been
condemned, was to be shot that night; could I do any-
thing? '

The name of the condemned man, Louis Brill, sug-
gested nothing to me other than one more vague form
among that host of wraiths whom German firing squads
had hurried into the darkness and the silence, but in the
first of the confused explanations that were made the
name of Edith Cavell was mentioned. Then I had the
story.

Louis Brill was a waiter in a restaurant in Brussels,
and he had been tried and condemned to death that very
day for having shot down that recreant son of the re-
tired army officer, who was said to have betrayed Miss
Cavell. The swarming spies and the secret agents, with
inexorable patience, had prowled the mysterious under-
world of Brussels until they had found the man who
shot the traitor down in the street, and now he too was
to die. I cannot pretend to know the whole story; it
will be told some day, I suppose, with many another
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"^*ii** 'S*"
*''* **"*°'y "' *^«* ^''^^ *!"»« » an re-

vealed. Perhaps it wa« but an element of the romanti-
cism m which, aince war itself is so wholly an expres-
sion of romanticism, all stories of war must be invested,
ttat linked the dark event to the immortal name of the
iinghsh nurse. There were those who said that Brill
did not shoot him to avenge Miss Cavell, but to avenire
those of his comrades whom the recreant Belgian had of-
fered to guide when they wished to leave the country,
and. lunng them thus to the Holland border, had there
miserably betrayed them to the Germans. He may in
this way have learned of the group with which Miss
Cavell was associaled-I do not know; but it was for his
treachery m one or the other instance that Brill dogged
hrni, patiently, remorselessly, tracking him down until
the night when, as he stepped from his own door into
the street, Brill shot him down and left his body Ivinc
there on the sidewalk. ' J »

From that hour Brill, having been the hunter, bectme
the hunted, and for weeks eluded German spies and
German polizei, untU he too was at last tracked down
and captured.

The man who came to me that night wished to
know how to present the recourg en grdce that Brill's
mother had signed, and I could tell him to whom to
present it, at any rate. It had no effect, of course, and
Bnll was shot the next morning, as we were informed by
the usual affiche}

'

* This is the affiche:

Atii
Par jugement du 8-9 «vricr, 1916, le tribunal de campagne a.

tad^pendamment dautres personnes rondamn&s a des peinea
diverse, condamnd f^""
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LovM Brill,

fwfoa dc e»fi k Bnuelkt,
4 la peine de mort

pent MMMlaat eonnla A I'side d'ane anne k fen.
La JageBent •M conflm^ et exienU.
Bnucellea, le 11 f^rier, 1918.

Li OovmiriiuHT oa BRcnLLsa.

(Truulation:)

Nonoi
By Jodgment of Febraary 8 and 9, 1916, the mllitarj tri-

bunal baa. independentij of other peraoni condemned to rariona
pnniihmenta, condemned

LoDit Brill.

waiter in a reitanrant In Bmuela,
to the pain of death

for an aaaaiaination committed with firearmt.
The judgment hat been confirmed and ezecnted.
BroMcli, February n, 1916.

Thb Ootirkmiht or Brumili.



XVII

i

11
'1 til

m

VEtDUN

In principle the Germans had assented to the propo-
wtion that no more cattle were to be requisitioned in
Belgium; but the details had not been agreed upon
and the formal document had not been signed. We met
them finally there in the yellow »alon of the Ministry
of Industry to reduce it all to writing-the Baron von
der Lancken. Dr. Reith. Dr. Brohn of the Vermitt-
lunguteUen, the Marquis de Villalobar, M. van Vollen-
hoven, M. Francqui and I. We met every afternoon for
uays^ and agreed finaUy on the terms of a letter which
the Governor-General was to address to the Protecting
Ministers promising to forbid further requisitions of
cattle. But there remained the difficult problem of the
chdmeun: the Government of Occupation wished to
attiwh the condition, so often proposed, that the lists
of chdmeurs be furnished by the Comit6 National. That
question had been smouldering beneath all our discus-
sions ever since the seizure by the Germans of the Bel-
gian Red Cross, the funds of which the Germans had
been distributing to the needy, mostly ^men. on con-
dition that they work for them, sewing those sacks that,
fiUed with earth, were used in the German trenches.We succeeded finally in securing the draft of a letter
without conditions, and then, the second day, the Ger-
mans proposed a draft of a second letter, which,
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to be sent with the letter containing the new guaran-
ties, raised again and ahnost in the same form the
whole question of the ch^eurg. In our discussion of
that day I pointed out that under any enlightened ju-
ridical system two letters in negotiations dealing with
the same subject, written and signed and delivered at
the same time, would be construed together, and that
to approve the proposed letter would be to accept the
very condition to which we were opposed; and when I
appealed to Dr. Reith, himself a lawyer, reared in Ant-
werp and educated in Belgian schools, he agreed. We
got over this difficulty then, and the second letter was
not for the moment insisted upon, and at our third
mietmg the guarantee was agreed upon in its final form.
Then the Baron von der Lancken formally requested

the Marquis to undertake a journey to London for the
purpose of delivering the letter of guarantee; the Mar-
quis bowed and consented, and asked that M. Francqui
and the Baron Lambert be permitted to bear him com-
pany, and the Baron von der Lancken bowed and con-
sented. And it was so ordered.
The plan to have the three gentlemen bear in person

the letter of the Governor-General to London, instead
of sending it b> the courier as had always been done, had
been under discussion for some time; Baron von der
Lancken had mentioned it to me, as had others, and I
was glad that they could have the relief of being for a
while away from Belgium. ViUalobar had not had a
holiday, and he wished, among other things, to visit
Madrid. And so, a few days later, they left Brussels.

That Friday, indeed, was a day of general exodus.
Gibson had been granted leave and was going to Lon-
don; Mr. Heineman was going home to America, and
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was takmg Mr. Hulse with him; and the motor-cars ofaU our departing friends trailed out r.!..ng the road ZAntwerp and to Esschen. aban ioning usl . duUdayot dreary ram. ^
The Baron Lambert, however, v.as -..t the verv !«.»*aW cheated of his journey. The evening before the

poltzet made a sudden descent on his bank and began a

Sr. T '"
l^'

*^""^ ''y^'- I* ^^^ been reported
that he had a telephone-wire that enabled him to talk to

it WH f.K . T^^ ^"'"^ ^°'^«' ^"'"^ t^ inearth
It. |Vhat they found was only the telephone-booth, relicof old and happier days, which, with its private wire

STT 't,^"'°^''
establishment with the Roths-

child bank m Pans, was plainly marked on the outsidewith the name of that once gay city. Some Teutonic
detective had seen the booth standing there in its place

word'«P -^ '°^ "^ telephone-booths and reading theword Pans on its door had made the illuminating de-duction quite m the Sherlock Hohnes mamier, thaf theBaron had a secret wire to the French capital, and im-agmed daily confabulations and dark and mysterious
conspirations. The matter was reported to Ba'ron vl
so th^? fh P

""^^ ^"'^^^ P"* "" ^^^ *° '^^' '^^n^ense.

IdtV^ ?T" ""'"* 7'^^ ^'' compagnonsde voyage,and the detective was left to the bitter reflections of
unappreciated genius. And I. in the dreary rain, saun-
tered down to the Rue de I'Empereur forTchat wTth a
httle French antiquarian who collected, and I suppose
sometmies sold, though never to me, relics of the Na-

which had nodded m the reviews of the great Emperorand posti ions' jack-boots that had been^erTd wSthe mud that splashed as he rode from glory to glorv
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BELGIUM
It was not these things, but the philosophic observa-

tions or the witticisms in the Parisian accent—with the
r's well grassei/Sg—that I sought in him, though his
philosophy was not so profound as that of another
friend I had made in Ch. Desamblancx, an old book-
binder in the Rue Ducale, there where it twists down into
the Rue de Louvain. Once the apprentice-boy in the
long white smock had clattered in his wooden shoes
across the pavement in answer to the jangling old bell,
and let me in, and shut the big door behind, he had shut
out the world at war, and Desamblancx himself in a
white smock would come down from the atelier where
the workmen with patient art were tooling the morocco
bindings. They worked on during the war, mostly for
the love of their ancient and honourable calling, and the
old binder himself tried to teach his art to certain youths
whom the war had deprived of work, organizing a class
to which he went every afternoon. He always had a
volume in his hand, and he caressed and fondled its mo-
rocco back lovingly all the while he talked of books.
Whenever I found a volume in one of the old stalls I
took it straight to him and waited with some anxiety
for that expression in his eyes which told me, before he
had spoken a word, whether I had been lucky or merely
once again a fool. He knew editions as a racing gen-
tleman knows the pedigrees of horses, or a baseball dev-
otee the batting averages of the stars of the diamond.
He could glance through any book and tell you if a sin-

gle engraving was missing. He knew the history of
every rare title-page, and was ever tearing up and sacri-

ficing volumes in order that, by assembling all their od-
dities, he might produce the perfect copy.
He had that respect for the literary art which de-
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manded that it respect itself, and present itself in a dress
worthy of its noble rank. It was only now and then that
he found a book worthy of full morocco; if in all re-
spects, as to contents, printing, paper, all, it was not up
to the standard, into half-morocco it went, and when his
fingers touched the paper and detected it to be of wood-
pulp he flung it aside in disgust, as if it sickened him, and
would give it no dress at all. He could not approve of
our American way of binding in cloth—cartonne. He
thought books should be brochSa and put on probation
for a few years; if they amounted to anything they
would make their way in the world, and then it would
be time to bind them. He gloried in his own caUing and
made of it a rare and exquisite art, and worked for the
love of it, strange anachronism that he was . . . i

It was only at Desamblancx'a, or in the old book stalls
like Nobel's in the Rue de la Tulipe, or in the studios
of the artists, that I could escape the damning thing that
let its pall down on the earth the moment I awoke in
the morning and remembered. With the departure of
the Marquis and the Baron and M. Francqui, and with
Gibson and de Leval gone, life seemed to pause for a
moment, and there were for a while only little things to
occupy one. Even potatoes lost their preoccupying in-
terest, for a supply had been sent in from HoUand; we
had been expecting them, and one afternoon in the Rue
de la Regence, there not far from the old church of
the Sablon, the long file of hooded women waiting at
the magasin communal were chattering gaily, like star-
lings, and presently they trooped away in the rain, their
wooden shoes clattering almost joyously, each carrying
a bag filled with potatoes. It was a happy spectacle,
for the poor were not so hungry that night.
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BELGIUM
The suffering, however, was increasing in the city,

where extreme and sordid poverty had been ahnost un-
known. There are no slums in Brussels as we know
them in New York or Chicago or Boston, or as they
are known in London and Liverpool and Glasgow and
Edinburgh. Often when American visitors with a taste
for sociology, came to town and asked to be shown the
slums, they could only be directed or conducted to those
poorer quarters which, in comparison with what they
had seen and studied in other cities, were after all, so
clean—without that haggard, woe-begone air of squalid
poverty. I cannot explain the phenomenon except by
hazarding the theory that it seemed that way becausq
the Belgians are such a cleanly folk, washing and scrub-
bing and scouring and polishing all the day long. There
was poverty there, alas I as there is everywhere, and as
there will continue to be until economists and statesmen
and peoples grasp a distinction so simple that it is not,
perhaps, after all so strange that it has been so univer-
sally overlooked—the distinction, that it between pri-
vate property and public property But if the cleanly
and frugal Belgians knew how to hide their poverty, the
hardship of the war was beginning, nevertheless, to be
more and more apparent. School-teachers noticed that
the children could no longer give their wonted attention
to their lessons, they were so often hungry; now and
then one of them would faint for lack of nourishment.
The workingmen were growing thinner. Physicians were
noting an increase in tuberculosis and other diseases that
flourish where there is malnutrition. There was no but-
ter, not enough milk for the babies, and potatoes had
been, and indeed continued to be, scarce, even with quan-
tities in the land rotting because the distribution of them
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VERDUN
had been almost automatically prevented by the Kar-
toffelzentrale.

The history of potatoes alone, indeed, under the Ger-man occupation, would provide a life-work for an econo-
mist and a philosopher. The walls bore many affichc»
explaining the reasons for the measures the Govemor-
General had decreed in regard to them-a^ches denying
that any potatoes had been shipped to Germany, de-
ciaring that the potatoes were being reserved exclusively
for the use of the working classes, imploring the easier
classes to replace potatoes by other foods,^ forbidding

* The French text:

Ati8

H..".rV^'"* r\", " *'"*^ •*' ^""^ "'"''"' * '» population que
de. Stocks considerables de pommes de terre auraient ete export^s
de Belpque en Allemagne et que, pour cette raison, I'approvisionne-
ment de la population civile rencontre des difficult^s. Toutes les
msmuations de ce genre sont contraires a lav^rit^. En tout et

^»m .*'*'%''r"™''' " "'" ^*^ ^'^P^'*'^ *!"« ^50 tonnes depommes de terre A destination de I'ouest de I'Allemagne ; en outre,
5,500 tonnes on ^t^ envoy&s en France. Ce total est insignifian
co^arativement aux ,,700,000 tonnes qui repr^sentent T pro-duction moyenne du territoire de Gouvemement general. La diminu-

vluJ^ "^ I r"""''
^' ''"' ''' ^'^ <=«'"''eq-nce naturelle de

1 .ngmentation de la consommation humaine et des besoins de I'ali-
mentation animale.

-^ * »"

bm^t."*'*'
"P""^"'^"* « «"«Je cont'e la propagaUon de fauxbm.t. conce„ant les causes de la disette de pommes de terre et je.ivirai avec h. plus grande rigueur contre les coupables.

Jusqui nouvel ordre et, en particulier, jusqu'A ce que les stocks
q^,

sdon toute probability, existent encore et sont tenus caches.Ten
d^ pr1;Z I' rTf"

^'"*^^"" '' P*"""" '^ *"- --t

ir* f Z "^^"''iteuses dont la subsistance est essentialle-ment fondle ,ur cet aliment II en sera de meme des pommes de
217

1 !

\\ I-.

-1

if



BELGIUM
hotels and restaurants to serve potatoes that had been

terre qui pourront £tre import^es de I'^tranger. Quant auz classes

plus ais^es de la population, j'espire qu'elles auront conscience du
deviir social que leur impose la situation pr6sente et que, pour se

nourrir, elles recourront, le plus possible, k d'autres aliments, moins
k la portie des petites bourses.

J'attends, d'autre part, que les autorit^s communales beiges
m'aident consciencieusement et ^nergiquement k appliquer les

mesures que j'ai ordonn6es uniquement dans I'int^ret de la popula-
tion beige, en vue de r^gler et d'assurer son approvisionnement.

Bruxelles, le 26 f^vrier, 1916.

Le Gouvemeur-G6n£r^I en Belgique,

Bahon ton Bissino,

G6n£ral-Colonel.
(Translation:)

Notice
Word comes to me that there have been attempts to make the popu-

lation believe that considerable stocks of potatoes have been exported
from Belgium to Germany and that, for this reason, the feeding of
the population is meeting with difficulties. All insinuations of this

nature are contrary to the truth. In all, and only as a temporary
measure, there have been exported only 150 tons of potatoes to the
west of Germany; besides this, 5,500 tons have been sent to France.
This total is insignificant in comparison with the 1,700,000 tons
which represents the average production of the territory of the
General Government The diminution of tlie stocks of potatoes is

the natural consequence of the increase in human consumption and
of the needs of live stock.

I give flxpress warning against the propagation of false rumours
concerning the causes of the scarcity of potatoes, and I shall be
rigorously severe with the guilty.

Until further orders, and particularly until all the stocks that
in all probability exist and are hidden have been discovered, the
native supply of potatoes will be by preference and as much as
possible placed at the disposal of the labouring and needy classes
whose subsistence is based essentially on this product. There will
even be potatoes imported from abroad. As for the easier classes
of the population, I hope that they will be conscious of the duty
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VERDUN
peeled before cooking." But all to no purpose: eco-

whlch the present situation imposes on them, and that for their
nourishment they will have recourse as much as possible to other
foods less within the reach of small purses.

On the other hand, I expect the Belgian communal authoriUes
conscientiously and energetically to aid me in applying the measures
that I have decreed particularly in the interest of the Belgian popu-
lation with a view to regulating and assuring its food-supply.

Brussels, February 23, 1916.

The Governor General in Belgium,

Baron ton Bissino,

Colonel-General.

•Avis
Par arrlt^ du 5 d&embre 1915 (Bulletin official des lois et arret^s,

p. 1403), j'avais ordonn^ de proc^der au releve des stocks de pommes
de terre pouvant servir k I'approvisionnement de la population
civile.

II me revient que certains d^tenteurs de pommes de terre n'ont
pas declare tons leurs stocks. Parmi ceux-ci, il en est qui ont sup-
pose avoir le droit de ne pas declarer les quantites r^serv^es k leur
consommation personelle, k I'alimentaUon de leurs animaux et k la
plantation. Cette opinion est'erron^e. L'obligation de d&larer
porte sur toutes les provisions dont le total d^passe 50 kilogrammes.
Tenant compte de cette erreur, j'ai arrets ce qui suit, afin

d'^pargner les peines pr6vues par I'article 4 de I'arrete du 5 d6oem-
bre, 1915 (Bulletin officiel des lois et arretes, p. 1405), k tons les
d^enteurs de pommes de terre qui complfeteront leur d^laration
conform^ment k la verity.

Bruzelles, le 26 fdvrier, 1916.

Le Gouverneur-G^n^ral en Belgique,

Baron von Bissino,

G6n6ral-ColoneI.
(TransIaUon:)

Notice
By the order of the 5 December, 1915 (Official Bulletin of Laws

and Orders, p. 1405), I gave instructions that stocks of potatoes
available for the feeding of the civil population be declared.
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BELGIUM

in

nomic laws would move majestically and contemptu-
ously on in their own indifferent way, just as if there

I am now given to underiUnd that certain holders of potatoes

have not declared their entire stocki. Among them are those who
have felt that they had the right not to declare the stocks reserved

for their personal consumption, for the feeding of their animals,

and for planting. This opinion is wrong. The obligation to declare

applies to all stocks over and above SO kilograms.

Taking this error into consideration I have issued the following

order, in order to spare those holders of potatoes who complete

their declarations in conformity with the truth the penalties pro-

vided in Article 4 of the order of the December 5, 191A (Official

Bulletin of Laws and Orders, p. 1405).)

Brussels, 26 February, 191 6.

The Governor-General in Belgium,

Baron von Bissino,

Colonel-General.

Ordbk
The penalty provided in Article 4 of the order of the December 5,

191S (Official Bulletin of Laws and Orders, p. 1405), will not be
applicable to persons who not later than the 18 March, 1916, cor-

rect their former declarations, whether they are inexact or incom-
plete, making their report on the quantity of potatoes held by them.

In this case the stocks of potatoes not yet declared will not be
confiscated.

The corrected declaration must be returned to the communal
administration of the territory where the potatoes are held.

Brussels, S6 February, 1916.

The Governor-General in Belgium,

BaaoN VON Bissino,

Colonel-GeneraL

ABRfiri

La peine pr^vue par I'article 4 de Tarrdt^ dn 5 d&»mbre 1915
(Bulletin officiel des lois et arret^s, p. 1405) ne sera pas applicable

aux personnes qui, le 18 mars, 1916, «u plus tard, rectifieront leurs

andennes declarations, soit inexactes, soit incompletes, se rapportant
aoz quantit^s de pommes de terre d6tenues par elles. Dans ce cas,
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were no Hague Conventions or German Governments of
occupation m the world; and the peasants, still clinging

lei^ttoc^ de pomme. de terre non encora dfcUr^. ne .eroat pu

L. d&l.r.Oon rectlflcUve doit fetve ,en.l«> i r.d«inl.t,.tlonc««.^e .«, le terrltoire de laquelle le. pomme. de te™ «,

Bnuellet, le S6 rtrrler, 1916.

Le Oonvenieur-G6iiral en Belglqne,

Babon von Bimino,

O&i^rsl-Colonel.
ARRfiri

concemant le mode d'emploi de, pomme, de terre dan,
le, hotel, et rettaurant.

Article premier

vmTJI^ "!!^ " ""•"*»'••
" "' -"""a"* «"lr, ..11 com,...

Art «

J:^A^^"^'^' * '' '«»P<«i««>» prfcWente .eront pnnies d'toe

pin. on done amende pouv.nt atteindro 5000 mark.. Lei deuxpeine, pourront au..i 6tre applique .imuWment
Art 8

dl^and^"""""' """* ^"^ P" '" *'^»'-'«« "-^fi-

Bruzelle., le S6 «vrier, 19]6.

Le Gouvemenr-G&i&al en Belgique,

Baron von Bishno,

(TranalaUon:) . G&i&al-Colonel.

Orokr
eoneeming ike method of unng potato,, m

hotel, and rettaurant.

Article Firtt

or a. » .ide di.h, potatoes peeled before cooking.
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BELGIUM

to the belief that the Gennans only meant to seize them,

would not declare their stocks, nor ever did.

There Was nothing to be done about it: we had tried,

Villalobar and I, by unofficial suggestions, to have the

measures of the Zentralen relaxed, but the Gennans,

while realizing that the results of their plan were bad,

clung to them with stubborn persistence. It was sug-

gested that the potatoes be turned over to the com-

munal authorities, but no, that could not be done; they

must be distributed according to the German method

or be left to rot—and they were left to rot, while the

poor went hungry.

The communal authorities, and especially those of

the agglomeration of Bn 3sels, were subjected to con-

stant indignities. A burgomaster of one of the com-

munes in the Brussels agglomeration in writing letters

always employed a French form that is, I believe, a

relic of revolutionary d.iys: "Salut et respect" And the

Germans objected—said he must employ the consecrated

form: "VeuUlez, Moruieur, agr^er I'expresnon," etc.

And yet, latterly, when the German authorities ad-

Art, i

Infringements of the preceding order will be punished by the

pain of imprisonment (police or corrective) for not more than six

months or by a fine of not more than 5000 marks. The two pen-

alties may also be applied together.

Art. 8

These infringements will be judged by the German military

tribunals.

Brussels, 26 February, 1916.

The Governor-General in Belgium,

Babon ton Bissino,

Colonel-General.
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VERDUN
dwMed letters to the municipal authoritiet they did not
observe any fonn of civility whatever.

^J^ Germans at that time-tlie end of February,

A'^tr^^^^ ^ ^°^ **""°"''- The great offensive pre-
dieted by Mr. Walcott had begun; it was to be, ac-
cording to one German officer, the letzte Schlag. The
weather was very cold, the days were dark. There was
snow one day and the boulevards all frostily white by
evenmg. The whole town was restless and excited;
everyone was filled with foreboding. What if—after
all f

Then on Jaturday, the twenty-sixth of February, the
news ran through Brussels that the Germans had won a
stupendous victory at Verdun. The next morning
there was an affiche*

*Thia ii the affiche:

NOUTILLEI PuBLlict

Pah u Ooutbknimknt General Allkmand
Prite du premier fort de Verdun

T "ril^Kif*^/?"^' (^""'"""''l"* d" Grand Quartier Oinin^l).
Le fort blinds de Douaumont, le pilier nord-«t de la ligne princl-
pale del fortification, pennanente. de la place forte de Verdun, .

» *!rL '"vT*
^" «P'*«-"'*di par le regiment dinfanterie da

flll^t^r*
**' " "* 'olidement au pouvoir de, troupea

L» Oo0TXBir»nNT GiNisAL kn Beujiqw.
(TranalaUon:)

NaWf PUBLIIHED

By the German General Gotbrnmbnt
The Taking of the Principal Fort of Verdun

Berlin, February «6 (Communique from General Headquarter.).-The ronclad fort of Douaumont, the north-east pillar of the prin-
cipal line of fortification, of the forUfied place of Verdun, wa,
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BELGIUM
The city was plunged in gloom all that Sunday. And

yet, after a few hours the indomitable Belgian spirit

arose. In a club in a certain little street in the lower
town, where a group of Bruxellois were gathered, all

sitting about that evening in sadness, they began almost

spcmtaneously to shrug their shoulders.

"Ce n'eat pat vrai," said «ie.

"Cert de la blague," said another.

"Ih mentent." said a third. "lit orU betoh i^argent

pour leur nouvel emprunt."

Then a man entered and said solemnly:

"Mettieura, je vient exprett&inent pour vout dire que
ce n'ett pat vrai. Et mime ti cela itait, ce n'ert rien,

puitque le fort d Verdun n'eat d'aucune importance,

^a! Matt fa a iti tout h fait demodi il y a quinze ant.

Ce n'eat rien."

And so they persuaded themselves. It was Brussels

through and through, with its inaouciance. its inexhaust-

ible optimism. The next day, when two men met in the

lower town and one asked:

"Quelle nouvelle de la guerref* the response was:

"Quelle guerre?"

There was a rumour in town that a wireless telegram

from the Tour Eiffel had been intercepted, saying that

the French had retaken the fort; and yet, no one knew,

not even any one at the Politische Abteilung. Then on

Monday the Germans said, "It is not finished yet." But
on Tuesday the story of the Eiffel Tower message was

denied, and even the most optimistic felt the general

depression.

taken by assault yeslerday afternoon by the 24th Brandenburg regi-

ment of infantry ; it is firmly in the hands of the German troops.

The General Government in Biloium.
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Bo^tr^i***^"f ^ '•*"•^ *«*• ^n th« deserted

fu^ J^J^T"^ Ione«H„dy. the .ir was heavy.^

Jbr^slud the U„t news. They would Uke Verdun,ae Mia. ... I climbed to the attic where a Fr*n«k
PJ^ter I knew had hi. littk .tudio OutTf hi. .Zt

WM a^fhJ.^ °" *" °^^ ™**' •"d wa. in .lip-
p^«, ««d hi. pipe wa. going. We talked a while.^mdof cour.^ «,mehow the Word Pari. wa. pronounced

t^k^— ""^/'"^y "*~"*' »>•« ^«^« »^«d goneS hetook h.. pipe from hi. lip. and with a te^ible ra^.' hi

"Parut Mm iU mm payeront celoT
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XVIII

AFTEB THE WAbI

The letzte ScUag. however, had failed, as Brussels
knew when a fortnight had passed and Verdun had not
fallen. And the people once more found courage, even
though the newspapers printed in Brussels never per-
mitted a cheerful bit of mtelligencc to appear. They
had a daily article on the progress of military events,
artfully written as though from an unbiased standpoint,
but with a tendency to depress and discourage that was
remorseless, implacable, almost diabolical. Theygave the
German communiques and the French and British com-
muniques, especially when these latter acknowledged
reverses and defeats. And the people learned to read
those twisted and tortured tales as people learn to read
between the lines of a censored press, though there was
not so much a censored press in Belgium as there was
an inspired and subsidized press, the basest prostitu-
tion to which human intelligence and the arts of writing
and printing can be put. Perhaps, indeed, the Brussels
folk exaggerated in an inverse ratio; they always
thought that their friends and allies outside had good
news of which they knew nothing, and they had a con-
fidence abnost touching that on the other side of the
line in those March days, with their gihmUes. their

snows and rains and winds and bursts of sunshine, things
were all going well. . . .
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The walls were covered with those affiches beginning

d la peine de mort; one day -brought thirty-nine con-
demnations, eight of them victims shot at Mons for
"counting trains"—another phrase that had been added
to Belgium's coterie speech. One of the victims was a
woman, and she was condemned, not because she had
counted trains, but because she had not betrayed her
husband, who had counted trains. The Germans were
continuing to requisition indigenous food-stuffs, butter
and pork, and now they began to seize the great patient-
draft dogs that hauled the carts—those gentle, hard-
working friends of the peasant; they were taken for use
in the German army, though the Belgians found cause
for hope even in that, and insisted that the Germans in-
tended to use them for food in Germany.
The Cardinal had returned from Rome, had issued

another pastoral, and the printing establishment that
had printed it for his Eminence had been raided and
every one concerned—except the Cardinal—arrested.
A week later the Cardinal's private secretary, the Abbe
Louein, was arrested on the charge of having aided le
mot de soldat. an organisation formed to obtain'personal
news of soldiers in the Belgian army.
M. Davignon, the Belgian Minister for Foreign Af-

fairs, had died at Nice; Maitre Theodor had been re-
leased from his German prison and was in Switzerland.
Such were the bits of news that found their way into the
land that was being ground down under a heel heavier
than that which had ground down Venice and Lombardy
when they were under Austrian rule. People lived on
some way, with one phrase constantly on their lips:
"Aprh la gwrre!"
After the war I What vast schemes and projects,
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BELGIUM
what gratified revenge, what dreams of joy, that phrase
contained! The people turned their thoughts and their

hopes into that future where, after this horrid interrup-
tion, they could resume life again. They would breathe
again, after that choking atmosphere; they would go
on journeys, make holidays, laugh, play, be happy

—

after the war. But the reality was always there—in

those officers swanking along the boulevard, in those
soldiers marching and singing, in those poUzei with their

spiked, squat helmets, boots, belts, revolvers, long
knives, heavy rifles with fixed bayonets, their air of bru-
tality; I used to fancy how they would look tramping
down Broadway or on Fennsyl,vania Avenue or along
the Lake Front. How would Americans feel? Could
they realize what the occupation of a city means? No,
no one could do that except, perhaps, some old Italian

of Venice or Lombardy who could remember Ravetsky,
whose rule was not so long as that Belgium knew. Yes,
the reality was there, and if one fled the spectacle to go
to Ravenstein or to the Foret or to Groenendael, or

even down the road toward Waterloo, or out to pretty

Vlesenbepk, and fell each time more captive to the charm
of the red roofs of the Flemish landscape, even then one
must hear the distant thunder of the guns, saluting the

ineradicable cruelty and hopeless stupidity of man along

a front that stretched from the North Sea to the Vosges.



XIX

THE BAVITAILLEMENT IN DANOES

By the middle of March our three envoys who had
gone with the Governor General's assurances to London
had passed over to the continent; the Marquis had gone
on to Madrid, and the Baron Lambert and M. Francqui
were waiting in Paris for his return. Meanwhile, in the
midst of all the rumours that flew about in the darkness
of Brussels, Mr. Hoover came over from London with
the news that the whole affair of the requisitions was
practically settled. The Marquis, on his return, would
bring the formal response of the British Government,
but as Mr. Hoover had been privy to the preparation
of this document, he could give me most reassuring in-

formation as to its character. So that we seemed to have
got safely over another shoal, though in such stormy
waves as those through which we were trying to navi-

gate the bark that was freighted with the hopes of Bel-
gium we could never b , sure or take anjrthing for

granted, and, with the tv.ous superstition that is re-

vived in men by the excitement and rnxiety of high
enterprises, and grows more and mor^ rife in time of
war, we would have assumed no more that things would
go well than we would have lighted three cigarettes with
one match.

"All that I know," said Mr. Hoover, pausing and
glancing at his watch, as he paced the floor of my room
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BELGIUM
on a morning of heavy snow, "is that at eleven o'clock

on the morning of March twenty-four, 1916, the

ravitmUement is still going on."

Mr. Hoover had come over to be on the ground when
the discussions were in progress, and he could bring all

the gossip, of which there was just then a great deal, of
all the hazards and dangers resulting from all sorts of
conflicting ambitions that threatened the great work
into which he had poured all his enthusiasm, and for
which he had made so many personal sacrifices. At one
moment so intense were some of the conflicting ambUions
involved that he had written to propose that the Amer-
icans withdraw in favour of some one else, but to this

the British Government would hot listen for an instant.

The discouragements were many, and often of such a
nature as to make us sick at heart. For my own part,

I had long since placed above every other possible con-
sideration the fate of the seven million Belgians whose
lives depended on our feeding them, and I had only to
turn my eyes toward them in any exigency to be .able

to put aside every other consideraticm; I had them con-
stantly before me—their sufl'erings, their sorrows, their

great and tragic need. When Mr. Hoover came to
Brussels he would go down and have a look at the line

before the soup-kitchens and come back saying that
we must flnd a way.

He was projecting a journey to Lille. "Eating dogs
down there," he said laconically that morning, as we
talked of the conditions in the city so near the front.

Infant mortality had increased 25 per cent. It was
difficult to secure sufficient allotments of food for
northern France, and Mr. Hoover wished to see

for himself so that he could return and speak as one
230



THE RAVITAILLEMENT IN DANGER
having authority. Already many were being brought
from there to Brussels hospitals, wholly demented.
While he was in Brussels he had many interviews, of

course, with the German officers of the Vermittlungs-
stellen, who were being so constantly urged by Messieurs
let miUtedres to inaugurate more rigid measure in re-

gard to the raoitaillement, when that could be done with-
out interfering with the food itself. The military men
were growing almost savage in their insistence that the
Belgians labour for them, and, while that was a matter
that was outside th» scope of the C. R. B., the delegates
were constantly made to feel and to suffer, at least in

then* sympathies, the various pressures the German com-
manders sought to exercise.

But what did affect the C. R. B. was the intention,

announced just at that time, to detail a German officer

and attach him as a cicerone to each of the delegates.
This system had always prevailed in the north of France,
and it had been accepted ^ *he C. R. B. as one of the
necessities of the case, moi 'xcusable by the fact that
the work there was carried o.a in the zone of actual mili-

tary operations. There these cicerones, as I have ..
' V

never left the delegates alone for a second, day or nighi;
it was an intolerable relation; it would have been an in-

tolerable relation had the cicerones been very angels of
light. At the end of a fortnight the delegates would re-

turn to Brussels nervous wrecks, so nervous and un-
strung that they seemed likely to burst into tears. It
had been impossible to secure older men to accept the
posts; none but young men, animated by a certain spirit

of adventure, would consent to do so. And now when the
Germans proposed to inaugurate the same system in the
Occupationsgehiet, Mr. Hoover promptly and deter-
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minedly said no; to that he would never C(»sent—rather

than that the whole work might cease. The demand was
not pressed. Mr. Hoover had learned, as others were

to learn, that the only tone the Germans could com-
prehend was that which they employed themselves. . . .

One day, late in the afternoon, two motors, piled hi^
with baggage and flying the Spanish flag, rolled along

the boulevard and inside were the Marquis and the

Baron, lifting their hats to us as they passed. And
the next day there was Villalobar again, smart in a
morning-coat, come, after many moving accidents by
field and flood, to tell me the news of the world outside.

One who had come back into our narrow and stifling

prison, after days spent at The 'Hague, London, Paris

and Madrid, with the gossip of the dinner-tables and

chancelleries of the capitals, who had seen Their Majes-
ties in the austere simplicity of their villa in the sand-

dunes, who had been the guest of the Empress Eugenie

at Farnborough—she had had a deep interest in the Mar-
quis from his youth—was sure to have much to tell; and

as Villalobar knew how to tell stories, enlivening then)

by his humour and by his power of minute observation,

never a detail, never one of the thousand amusing, ri-

diculous or pathetic little incidents of the human comedy

escaping him, there were, of course, long hours to bring

up the arrears. He brought back the note containing

the favourable reply of the British Government of which

Mr. Hoover had already told me, and to conclude that

histoire there remained now only the formal interview

with Baron von der Lancken.

M. Francqui had arrived home, too, and there were

other hours with him in which he could describe in his

witty way, and even enact from time to time, the human
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comedy as he saw it—a comedy which even in those
tragic moments lent itself to much that was ridiculous in
the antics of the jigging men who were playing it.

Mr. Hoover went down to Lille with Mr. Poland,
and he came back sick with what he had seen and with
plans for increasing the importations of food to aid the
suffering French. And he had done another thing that
to me was an immense relief. When our problems
seemed for the moment all to have been solved I
broached another question that had long been on my
heart; it concerned the great, patient draft-dogs, those
that the Germans had not requisitioned. They turned
such pathetic eyes on me from under their carts, in what
I could imagine as a dumb appeal:
"Ce qu'il y a de meiUeur en I'homme c'est le chien"
I had a suspicion that those dogs had not enough to

eat: I could share my own rations with my own dog,
but what of those dogs of the street that worked so
hard, leading a dog's life indeed, with no trade union,
no syndicat, nothing to represent them, but trusting
wholly to the capricious generosity of man?

"Oh," said Mr. Hoover, to my joy, "I've already .

thought of that. We are organizing a department to
issue biscuits to cUens de service, but chiens de luxe must
depend on the crumbs that fall from their masters'
tables."

So the C.II.B. did not forget even the dogs of Bel-
gium. Mr. Hoover, in speaking during one of those
days of the work of the Commission, summed it all up
under three heads. It had organized an almost perfect
machine for securing justice and equality in the distri-

bution of food, so that the poor had thereby been fed
and kept up to the normal physical standard, enabling
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BELGIUM
them to offer spiritual resistance to the invasion; it had
provided a moral rallying-point to the communes; its

delegates as eye-witnesses had acted as a constant

restraint on Kreischefs and so prevented much brutality.

Of the one hundred and fifty men who had thus far en-

tered the Commission's service in Belgium, two were in

asylums for the insane and thirty were suffering from
nervous breakdowns. \nd in addition to the one hun-

dred and fifty in Belgium there were one hundred in the

ofiices of the Commission in London, Rotterdam and
New York, and five thousand local committees in Amer-
ica and elsewhere in the world. To all this he mig^t have

added that the indirect efi^ect on the cause of the Allies

of the appeals these committees were constantly making
was by no means inconsiderable.

It was then that, feeling that our other troubles were
settled, we devised the plan of a fortnightly meeting of

the representatives of the C.N. and the C.R.B. with the

Protecting Ministers, to avoid in the future the repeti-

tion of certain misunderstandings that hfid sometimes

threatened to arise, as misunderstandings will arise

whenever men meet, even when they all speak the same
language; when they speak difi^erent languages they are

more apt to arise than ever, and we wished to avoid any
misimderstandings between such good friends as Bel-

gians and Americans had come to be. We felt, I should

not say happy, for that is a word that had fled the vo-

cabulary of our world since that terrible August of

1914, but relieved by the solutions we had found for our

difllculties.

We settled it all there in the American Legation in

a meeting at which the countless details were discussed

—

a meeting that lasted all morning and far afternocm,
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until M. Francqui, drawing out his watch, sprang to
his feet and startled us by exclaiming:
"Mai* mon Dieul Ett-ce que cet Meuieun diiet^

Then all the afternoon we discussed it again, and at
tea-time, just as we were drawing a long breath, start-
ling news came fl-om Holland—the Dutch army was re-
mobilizing I There were panic and excitement every-
where! Troops were massing along the frontier because,
as we were assured, England had sent an ultimatum to
Holland and was about to invade the kingdom! And
as if that were not enough, we had the news also hat
the Germans had blown up the Sussex and that diplo-
matic relations between Washington and Berlin were
now about to be broken off. Mr. Hoover hurried off
that night to London.
And then, when the men of the C.R.B. came to the

Legation that evening for the reception my wife was
holding in their honour, Ren6 Janssen, the young Dane
who acted as courier for the Commission, came in from
the frontier with the news that the excitement was all

over; there was word from Marshall Langhome at The
Hague saying that the crisis was past. Perhaps it was
because it was All Fool's Day, and, as Villalobar had
just been saying, everybody in the world had gone crazy.
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THE UNITXBSITY OF GHENT

There wiere so many startling sensations in our world

that enterprises of great pitch and moment now and then

passed unnoticed. When I read my notes of those days

I am sometimes amazed to find that I was often scrib-

bling down at great length and in silly detail incidents

of which the ultimate importance was very small, thou^^

they seemed of importance at the time, while I allowed

to pass unnoted, or with only a word of casual refer-

ence, some event that bore heavily on the destiny of

man. It must be that the ironic spirits, in their espiiglc'

He, or in their justifiable contempt for the intelligence

of man, continually spite him and use, him for their

amusement.

For instance, in my notes for the year under notice

I find but brief and insufiicient references to the first

of those events that were destined in their ensemble

to form the most evil of all the deeds committed by the

Germans in Belgium. On the twenty-fifth of March,

there appeared in La Belgique, the organ of the Gen-

eral Government, this arrit6 of a German general:

UnitersitA db Gand
Arrit^ da commandant en chef de la IV' arm£e, prince Albrecht

de Wiirtemberg:

En modification de I'art. 9 de I'arret^ royal du 9 d^embre, 1849,

il est arrets ce qui suit:
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THE UNIVERSITY OF GHENT
Lm eoar. de lUnl»er.l« de 0.nd te donneront en lugoe i.-mwide Le chef de r.dmlnJit,.tlon civile prt. le gouverneu, g«n«,.I

en Belgiqne poaw., p., exception, .utoriwr I'emplol d'one .ntrel«gue d«.. certalne. b,.nche. de lenielgnement II e.l clurg*
de pnbller le. dLpoeltlon. rfglemenUlm de.tln<« k u,nnt I'ScuUon du present arr«tt» j
Why this sudden concern for the education of youth

in Belgium? Why this solicitude for the culture of a
people who were being harried and harassed aftd im-
prisoned and put to death? What military necessity
was It that required a German general to interfere in
the curriculum of a university there in an occupied ter-
ritory, m the midst of savage warfare, in a city under
martial law, and in such abnormal conditions that the
University, unable to continue its functions, had been
obliged to close its doors? What had the commander
of an army in the field, there in the ttappengehiet, to
do with education? .

The subject, to be sure, was not new to Belgians;
It was an element of the old difference between the Flem-
ish and the Walloons, and the Belgians—and the Flem-
ish first among them—saw at once the meaning of this
manoeuvre that wore the innocent air of a mere aca-

' Unitkriity op Ghknt
Order of the Commander of the IVth army. Prince Albrecht, of

Wurtemberg:

In modification of Article « of the royal order of December Q.
1849, it is ordered as follows:

The courses in the University of Ghent will be given in the Flem-
ish language. The chief of the civil administration near the Gov-
ernor-General in Belgium may, as excepOon, authorire the use of
another language in certain branches of instruction. He is charged
with the publication of regulaUons desUned to the execution of
this order.
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demical mewure. The Governor-Genernl had already

and long since ordered that in the budget for the year

1915 there be included provision* for transforming the

University of Ghent into a Flemish university, and at

the New Year he had uMblished a statement that fore-

shadowed the order of Prince Albrecht of WUrtemberg.

The statement would have it appear that the Governor-

General was inspired by concern for the proper educa-

tion of Flemish youth and for the realization of the ideals

of their race.'

The sequel, a year later, showed that this act was but

* UNiTiiini FLAMANna

L« qneitlon relatlTe k Vittetion d'nne University flamMide, qne«-

tioB qui k la rolte dea rfrolutlona propoaiea k Is Chambre beige,

'«tait rfanme en one reclamation viiant k la traniformaUon de

I'Univeraite de Gand en *tabllf»ement flamand, rient de faire nn

pas dfeisif en avant.

En effet, M. le gouvemenr-g6n«ral a ordonn^ que, dans le budget

pour I'exercise 191 S, solent Inscrites les sommes nicessalres pour

acbeminer la trans£onnaUon de lUnlversit* de Oand en haute fcole

flamande. En outre, les mesures propres k organiser la riforme

de I'enseignement devront etre pr^parfcs ct commencfes avec le

concours de personnalit^s comp^tentes.

C'est ainsi qu'un des voeux essentiels du mouvement flamand

approcbe de sa realisation, un voeu dont les Beiges aussi ont, k

longue, dd rcconnaitre la ligitimit*. En 18*0, il y a pr6cis&nent

soixante-quinse ans, la prtmiire proposition de loi, tendant k I'or-

ganlsatlon d'un enseignemcnt supirieur en langue flamande, fut

soumise aux Chambres, tandia que la demlfere, celle dcs diputis

Franck, Cauwelaert et Huysmans, date de 191S-191S.

II faut esp^rer que, desormais, tous les milieux interess^s voudront

unir leurs efforts pour envisager et peser avec calme la preparation

de mesures aptes k amener une solution conservant k la centenaire

Alma Mater le prestige scientlfique et la valeur morale qui font

t& gloire et lui assurant, en rngmc tamps et mieux que jusqu'ici,
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THE UNIVERSITY OP GHENT
the entering wedge of a policy intended to divide the
Belgian nation, and ultimately to annex its territory to
the Geraian Empire. The policy was inaugurated, as
all particularly odious policies of the German Govern-
ment were inaugurated, with the unctuous hypocrisy

les moyena d'etre la protayonUte de U culture flamande et la grande
MmeaM do aavoir et du pouvoir en ce payi de Flandre.

La Biloiqvi—No. 409.

(Traaalatioii:)

Flimiih UNiTiHirr

The qneatioa relative to the erection of a Flemish nnivenity—

a

queation which, in accordance with the reiolutioni proposed in the
Belgian Chamber, had been embodied in a demand calling for the
transformation of the University of Ghent Into a Flemish csUblish-
ment—has Just taken a decisive step in advance.

Indeed, the Governor-General has ordered that, in the budget for
the eipenses of IQIfl, there be provided the sums immediately neces-
sary for the transformation of the University of Ghent into a high
Flemish school. Moreover, the proper measures for organising the
reform in instruction will be devised and undertaken with the assist-

ance of competent persons.

It is thus that one of the principal purposes of the Flemish move-
ment approaches its realisation, a purpose the legitimacy of which
the Belgians also must all along have recognised. In 1840, exactly
seventy-five years ago, the first draft of a law providing for the
organisation of a superior education in the Flemish language was
submitted to the Chambers, while the last, that of the Deputies
Franck, Cauwelaert and Huysmans, is dated 1918-191S.

It is to be hoped that henceforth all the classes interested will
unite their efi'orts in order calmly to plan and to consider the prepa-
ration of appropriate measures to reach a solution, conserving to
the secular Alma Mater the scientific prestige and the moral value
which is the basis of its glory, assuring to it at the same time, and
better than heretofore, the means of being the protagonist of Flem-
ish culture and the great disseminator of knowledge and of power
in this land of Flanders.
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BELGIUM

which is the essential quality of the German official lie.

Whenever they adopted the pious tone it was an infal-

lible sign that some new deviltry was brewing; when-

ever they announced in horror and surprise that the

English or the French had performed some ugly and

unheard-of deed it meant that they were about to per-

petrate that deed themselves—^just as, a fortnight be-

fore they used asphyxiating-gas for the first time in his-

tory, they annoimced at Brussels that the French had

used it. Thus their sudden warm concern for the Flem-

ings deceived no one, least of all the Flemings them-

selves.

The University of Ghent had been for a long time

the centre about which the Flamingant movement
turned. There were two State universities in Belgium,

one in Liege and one in Ghent: both were French, in

the sense that French was the language used ofikially

in both, although certain courses of lectures had been

given in Flemish at Ghent. For long years the leading

Flamingants had laboured to have the University of

Ghent transformed into a Flemish institution. It was

proposed at one time to establish a new and exclusively

Flemish university at Antwerp, which is the centre of

the Flemish life and of the Flemish movement ; but there

were no funds available for such an ambitious scheme.

Then, in March of 1011 the Flamingants in parliament

brought forward a Bill enacting that at the University

of Ghent all the lectures be given in Flemish. There

was one of those bitter discussions which only questions

relating to race, language, or religion can incite, and

when the measure was found to be too radical to cwn-

mand the support of a majority a new Bill was pre-

sented that recognized the two languages as equal, and
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lectures were to be given in both, even if a double staflP
of professors were necessary. This too was found to be
too radical, and a third proposal was brought forward
ttiat the university be gradually transformed into a
Flemish institution. The measure was pending when
the war came on and put an end to public discussion in
Belgium, for the Flemish and WaUoons closed their
ranks and stood shoulder to shoulder against the invader.
When the purpose of the Govemor-General was re-

vealed a protest was immediately sent to him, written,
probably, by Mr. Louis Franck, a deputy for Antwerp
and just then acting Burgomaster for that citv, whose
name headed the list of signatures. Mr. Franck is a
lawyer of Antwerp, a Flemish man of culture and eru-
dition, and recognized at e leader of the Flemish move-
ment in Belgium. He is a strong, broad-shouldered
man, with a great flowing red beard and a flashing eye,
and endowed with aU the qualities that make a fascinat-
ing popular leader. He speaks Flemish, French, Ger-
man and English with equal facility, and is a remarkable
orator. From the beginning of the war he had worked
untiringly for his people: he had taken on his broad
shoulders the direction of the affairs of his own city;
he was a member of the Comity National and rendered
services to the ravitaiUement that were invaluable. He
was always in intimate relations with the delegates of
the C.R.B. and was popular among them. He wielded
a large personal influence in Belgium, and as the leader

'

of the Flemish movement, who had himself been in
the Chamber of Deputies three years before the war,
led the movement for the transformation of the Univer-
sity. The Germans thought, no doubt, that he and the
other Flamingants would welcome their intervention in
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favour of the old and darling project. Their first de-

ception came when this very leader was the first to re-

mark their hypocrisy and to resent their intciference.

He told them bluntly that the Flemish question was one

that concerned Belgians, not Germans, and that Bel-

gians would settle it among themselves and to suit them-

selves when the Germans were out of their country. The
protest—and it was not to be the last in what is the dark-

est chapter of the whole dark history of these times

—

was another of those historic documents of the Belgian

struggle for liberty, and it places Louis Franck among
the firstiand most intelligent of the nation's patriots. In

a flash of political insight he saw that the act was but the

first manoeuvre of a Machiavellian design to divide the

Belgian people, and to destroy the Belgian nation. It

was not enough that the country be violated, invaded,

ravished and despoiled, stripped of all its resources, its

industry ruined, and its machinery, even to the last belt

or the last wheel, carried ofi' to Germany, not enough

that its cities and villages be bombarded and burned,

not enough that its people be murdered; all that was

not enough to satisfy the insensate savagery that laid

waste the land—the very soul of the nation must be de-

stroyed. This protest was signed by the presidents of

the two great Flemish bunds, which have for their object

the encouragement of Flemish culture, and by several

members of the former commission for the establishment

of a Flemish university. After this instant response of

the Flamingants themselves there were protests from all

the professors of the University and the leading person-

ages in Belgium. De Vlaamache Leeuw, the little for-

bidden newspaper, excoriated the manoeuvre.

The Governor-General replied to the protest of the
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Flamingants, and then proceeded to the execution of
the measures; and there was more resistance. Among
the professors who taught at Ghent were the historians
Paul Fredericq and Henri Pirenne, both celebrated in
the intellectual circles of Europe and America. Pro-
fessor Fredericq was Flemish, imbued with the ideals of
his race. Professor Pirenne was a scholar whose monu-
mental history of Belgium is the authoritative work on
the life of the sturdy little nation that had struggled up
through the vicissitudes of a thousand years of turbu-
lent history, determined to be free.

\t was told everywhere in Belgium, until it became
common talk, that when it was determined by the Ger-
man authorities to set up a purely Flemish institution

Governor-General von Bissing sent for Professor Pi-
renne and promised him the most splendid and dazzling
emoluments if he would accept the position of Rector
of the University, and that Professor Pirenne replied
that he would he pleased and honoured to accept the po-
sition "if the patent naming me is signed by my sove-
reign. His Majesty King Albert." The story was hardly
convincing and later von Bissing himself denied it in a
letter written to a Swedish philologist.'

The whole of the truth will not be known until Pro-
fessors Fi^edericq and Pirenne are freed and in a posi-
tion to give to the world their version of the facts; but
at any rate, when the order was given to reopen and
to transform the University into a Flemish institution

all the professors, led by Professors Fredericq and Pi-
renne, refused to obey. The Germans resorted to force;

'Fide "The Imprisonment of the Ghent Professors," by Kr.
Nydron, Ph.D.; Hodder and Stoughton, London, 191 7, p. 88.
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V.

the poKzei appeared and on the eighteenth of March,

1910» arrested Professors Fredericq and Pirenne, took

them to Brussels, and threw them into prison. Ere long

they were deported to Germany, where they were pro-

visionally interned in an officers' camp, and later trans-

ferred to the prisoners' compounds at Holzminden and

Giiterslok, where they were treated hke other civilian

prisoners—^nmnbered, marked, lodged and fed like the

rest, with no consideration shown to their fame, their

achievements, their standing or their age. Later on

their lot seems to have been ameliorated, and they were

treated with something of the respect which was their

due.

The American Government interested itself in the fate

of the two distinguished professors, and when I made
inquiries at the Pohtische Abteilung I was informed

that they had been deported as "undesirable" ; no other

explanation was given beyond an allusion to what was

referred to as their "political activities." I should like

to think that the interest shown by our Government had

at least some effect of securing for them that better

treatment which was later accorded, for it was stated

that they had been allowed to go to Jena and to study

there, and, after their experiences in Belgium, refresh

their belief in the existence of a moral law by reading

Kant, as it were, on the spot.

Another story was told at Bi'ussels which would have

it that before they were taken away the Governor-Gen-

eral ordered them brought before him, and that when
Professor Fredericq entered, von Bissing, addressing

him and speaking in Flemish, said:

"You see, Professor, I have learned Flemish since I

have been here."
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The reply was said to Ijuve been instantaneous—and

in French:

"And I," said Professor Fredericq,

I have forgotten it."

The story was so good that I concluded at once that
it mi. f be apocryphal, a^.d there is no doubt that it is,

since the Governor-General said that he never saw either

of the professors in his life. But that and the other
story express the spirit that inspired the Flemish pa-
triots. Not that they had forgotten their language, or
wished to; not that they had abandoned their efforts to

promote it; but they would not have it used as a means
of helping Germany to destroy the only nation where it

is spoken or has a chance to develop.

I suppose that fully to understand the Flemish ques-

tion one would have to be Flemish oneself. It is not
wholly a question of languages. The Belgians, indeed,

are famous linguists; in the first place, they have two
languages in general use—French and Flemish. Just
to the north of them lies Holland, whose tongue is so

akin to Flemish that the Belgians have no difficulty with
it. The Flemish language has, too, certain similarities

to the G^erman, and it bears so close a resemblance in

its roots to that part of our English tongue which is not
of Latin derivation—that is, to the base of our language
—that it is easy for the Flemish to learn English. The
Flemish have no objections to speaking French when
they possess it; it is the language of the Court and of

the upper classes in Belgium. French was spoken in

the Belgian Parliament by all, Flemish or Walloon

—

except, I believe, in the case of two deputies who were
not sufficiently fluent in French to speak it publicly;

when they spoke they used Flemish, and the Chamber
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listened sympathetically. In the Belgian courts French

is used unless the accused in a criminal case or the wit-

nesses insist on Flemish. All the street-signs in Bel-

gium are lettered in both languages—though in Bruges

and in Ghent the Germans ordered the French names

stricken off. All laws and public documents are pub-

lished in both languages, with the French text given

first; the Germans, however, changed the order and
printed the Flemish first.

It is said that no matter how many languages one

knows, there are three things that one always does in

one's own mother-tongue—to wit, pray, count, and

make love. I was talking one day about the Flemish

question with a Belgian minister,' himself a Flemishman

and one of the leading exponents of the Flemish move-

ment. He spoke habitually in French, though until the

age of twelve he had never known any language but

Flemish. French was the language used in his home;

his children, indeed, could not speak Flemish—in fact,

as he whimsically avowed, with which his political ad-

herents among the Flemish did not fail to reproach him.

I asked him in what language he habitually thought.

"In French," he replied. "I made all my law studies

in French; I don't even know the terms in Flemish;

all the sequences of my thought in such a£fairs are in

French."

"In what language do you count?" I said.

"In French," he replied.

I did not like to be too indiscreet, and of the three

topics which I have just cited as those on which one

always thinks in one's mother tongue two of them seemed

too intimate to raise.

"But," I ventured, "suppose, as happens sometimes
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to the best of us, you were suddenly to lose your tem-
per, grow very angry—in what language would you
swear?"

"Oh," he said, without an instant's hesitation, "in
Flemish, of course."

Flemish is the language of all the north and west of
Belgium, and French the language of the south and
east. In Wallonie the Walloons speak their French
with a curious accent that goes back in the centuries for
its origins. In Flanders Flemish is spoken in accents
that differ almost from commune to commune. It is in
Antwerp that the purest Flemish is spoken, but even
there it differs in accent and intonation from the Dutch
it so closely resembles. And yet the Flemish would
have none of the Dutch; religion had much to do with
that—the old conflict between the Catholic and the Or-
ange. The Walloons would have none of the French
either; even though their language is essentially the
same. They were Belgian, and the Flemish and Wal-
loons have always got on well enough together to form
a nation. "Walloon et Flamand sont des prenoms; le
nom de famiUe est Beige" says an old adage of Bra-
bant. They prefer to live together, and when there are
little quarrels, to keep them in the family.
The Flemish movement, in the view of the most en-

lightened of its leaders, was, and in the true sense still

is, not a political but a cultural movement, the effort of
a race to develop its own powers and to realize its own
destinies—though, like all those peculiar and baffling
problems inherent in race differences, it has had its

repercussion in politics, and politicians in Belgium have
made use of it for their own needs, as politicians every-
where, frequently wanting in principles and feeling the
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need of issues, appeal to the ugly spirit of sectionalism

and particularism. The fact that the language of the

ruling classes of the court, of society, is French makes

no difference to the Walloon peasants and working- <

men ; their language is French also. But with the Flem-

ish peasant it is otherwise: sometimes he is prcme to

feel that he is at a disadvantage; he has an uneasy sense

of inferiority. The Flemish lad conscripted for the

army felt embarrassed by the fact that the officers and

many of his comrades habitually spoke a language that

he did not know. The fact sometimes seemed to close

the door of advancement to him; if he tried to learn

French it was to speak it with a Flemish accent, and

now and then be laughed at, and perhaps at the same

time be accused by his own people of putting on airs,

and the result of all this was a kind of resentment that

any demagogue could easily fan into a flame.

The Flemish are conscious of their own glorious his-

tory ; the story of Flanders from the battle of the Golden

Spurs is a long story of resistance to French and Dutch
and Austrian and Spanish domination. They have a

great and wonderful tradition of art, glorified by the

names of Rembrandt, Rubens, Jordaens and Teniers.

They have a literature of their own in which, by such

writers as Henrik Conscience, theu* heroism is celebrat-

ed. The Lion of Flanders is the oldest heraldic device in

the world and the symbol of a brave folk that are not

Dutch, nor anything but Flemish—and Belgian.

But there was another tendency that ran parallel to

this, the tendency of particularism to mistake itself for

democracy, and there were those who hold that there

should be a separation of administrative functions in

the kingdom; the government in Flanders to be admin-
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istered in Flemish, that in Wallonie in French. No
such advance had been made in this direction as had been
made in the matter of transforming the Ghent Univer-
sity; the movement had the support of some socialists,

even some Wallo<m socialists, and others who were vic-

tims of the old confusion of particularism with democ-
racy. But the majority saw more clearly; they feared
disunion and a cleft in the nation, and opposed it.

And then the Germans came. They knew, long be-
fore they arrived, all the currents of political and social
thought. The Politische Abteilung studied these prob-
lems with minute care and a Machiavellian intelligence.
The transformation of the University of Ghent lay ready
to their hands, to be used as the^thin edge of the wedge
which, as they hoped, would divide the Belgian people
and enable them to kill the very soul of the nation they
had ah-eady violated and despoiled. And the sequel
showed that they wished to do more; Flanders, and even
Holland were included in the Pan-Germanic dream of
conquest. Von Bissing had such great difficulty in pro-
curing Flemish professors that he finally imported teach-
ers from Holland and Germany, what the French call

ciUhrite» inconnues, and they turned out to be, for the
most part, Germans, disclosing a sinister design to trans-
form the University of Ghent, not into a Flemish, but
into a German imiversity.
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XXI

THE BAVITAILLEMENT GOES ON

I HAD a letter from my colleague, Dr. van Dyke, at
The Hague, saying that the news with regard to our
relations with Germany was disquieting, that the ten-
sion was very great, that the President would not yield
on the questions raised by the torpedoing of the Susteof,
and that a rupture of diplomatic relations seemed in-
evitable. The volcano on which we had been sitting for
eleven months seemed therefore at last on the point of
eruption. It was in the midst of such uncertainty that
we were about to take up the final discussion of the guar-
antees concerning the protection of the Belgian cattle
from seizure by the German troops. My own feelings,
had I cared to show them—and as an Anglo-Saxon I
tried not to do that—were somehow expressed for me
one afternoon at that very time by J , the painter.We were in his studio, and I was looking at some of
those quiet interiors he paints so weU, evoking the senti-
ment and charm of little comers of peaceful saUmt, or
cool dining-rooms with windows open cm a garden—

a

kind of still life, in its way—when something was said
about the war. J resented it as a tremendous and
stupid interruption of the serious and vital affairs of life,

and suddenly, as though he had had a seizure of some
sort, he tugged at his hair with both hands, whirled
round and cried out:
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"E' worf/ Le peitUre de la tranquittitir
As for me. however, a certain tranquUlity wat imme.

diately enforced upon me in a trifling ^accident; Ispramed my foot and was immobilized for weeks Itwas unfortunate to be confined so stupidly to the house

green, and their floor sprinkled with anemones as withsnow. There were no regulations as to the spring as
yet. unless the latest rule about dogs might be constnied
as havmg some relation to that '.ubject. The Germans

^'r^M'^f '°^ ^ '^^^ ^"* ^^ ^^--
One woman, we heard, had been fined a thousand

marks for having a Griffon unmuzzled, and the thou-
sand marks not being immediately forthcoming, her
furniture was seized.

It waa during those days too that I had a call from
an elderly gentleman from Bruges, with snowy hair and
beard, dressed scrupulously in black, even to black kid
gloves, which he wore throughout the interview, speak-
ing the most formal French with meticulous politeness,
addressing me always in the third person. He had come
to ask some little service, and somehow in the course of
the conversation the name of Mentende Home was men-
tioned, and I remembered the lieutenant of chasseurs
who m the autumn of 1914 had sat there in that very
chair, tired and downcast, in his dusty uniform of blue,
and told me of the little drama that had been played in
the asparagus-field near Malines-thc peasant with up-
lifted fingers betraying him; then Dr. Georg Berg-
hausen. and the effort at exchange. I asked my visitor
from Bruges if he knew the Baron, if he could give me
any news of him.
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BELGIUM
**Ah" he said, "ton colonel I'a forte hlami."
And then he told me how, when released by the Oer-

nuns, Menten de Horne had gone to Bruges, whence he
had fled away, somehow got across the frontier, reached
the army, and had fought most bravely and had been
decorated by the King for gallant conduct in action.*
The news did me good; it is reassuring always, and like
a moral tonic, to have evidence that there is still justice
in the world, and it was especially reassuring during
those days in Belgium when one lived in the daily
shadow of a great injustice.

The Marquis had come back from London, as I have
said, with a memorandum of the English conditions in
the matter of the requisitions, and stiff as they were the
Germans, after much discussion, had virtually accepted
them, and we were relieved on that score, when suddenly
one day we learned that, while they would indeed accept
them in principle, they would not admit the clause thot
bound them to recognize the C.N. and the C.R.B. as
free from interference on their part; their response to
our demands was prepared, but it had an unfortunate
paragraph refusing any recognition of the two organiza-
tiwis. The Political Department was willing enough,
but it seemed thot there was constant friction between
that department and other departments of the General
Government, and especially with the 2ivilverwa]tung

—

even German efficiency and organization not being alto-
gether exempt from human envy and jealousy.

Only another conference with the Baron von der

*When I came out of Belgium I had the confirmation of this
torjr at the Belgian front The baron had displayed such gallantry
in action that he had been awarded the Order of Leopold and
la Croix de Gtierre with palm.—B. W.
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THE RAVITAILLEMENT GOES ON
Lsncken could dispose of the problem, and if the Gen-
eral Government should refuse to recede, then—the ra-
vttaiUement would be disposed of altogether; for without
recognition the C.R.B. would not remain. As Mahomet
could not go to the mountain just then the mountain
generously agreed to come to Mahomet, and one after-
noon the Baron von der Lancken, Dr. Reith, Dr. Brohn,
and a fourth man—a little round, blue-ey.. '.- liuan,
and no doubt highly educated, since his ru'ldv hi i »>..

terribly scarred by duels-came to the L«g«(., m. uuJ
there we met with Villalobar, van Vol\ r,i,„vcu u.a] ,vl.

Francqui. The Baron von der Lamk, n , .,.(!,. a li ..•

speech thanking us all for our pain and .s.^cm.S
Villalobar and M. Francqui for having t.nderdkcu tJinr
journey to London, and told us something .1 the .,pp,
sition he himself had encountered in Brussels uul a,
Berlin in reaching an understanding. I rephei! •

• ink-
ing the Baron for all the skill and patience by which he
had given prjof of his interest, saying that I realized
how very difficult it all had been, as indeed it had.
thanking Villalobar and Francqui too, on behalf of
von Vollenhoven and of myself, and then, the amenities
having been observed, we settled ourselves in our chairs
to listen to the reading of the note in which the Gover-
nor-General set forth the new guarantees.
We listened while Dr. Reith read the note in French,

waitmg, with not a little nervous apprehension, for him
to come to the fatal paragraph about the C.N. and the
C.R.B., preparing for a battle on that point. Dr. Reith
read on, drawing near to the paragraph, came to it at
last, but there it was, all perfect, with the recognition
duly set forth, all we could ask, and we were all greatly
relieved. There were felicitations all round, and—the
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ravitaUlement of Belgium went on. A few days later
we had the notes all duly signed, as I could Ifelegraph to
Dr. Page and Mr. Hoover at London, so that they might
have the satisfaction the good news would cause them.



xxn

VISIT0R8

Tot suspense created by the uncertainty in the rela-tions between America and Germany was aLnhiSedby our ack of news. When the lLo^ T^papersarrived they were a week old. and when SieZS
with sensations long since stale. The sheetl that we^printed m Brussels made no reference, or m*Je v^

riff^ *u ^ newspapers when the Germanspemitted them to cross the border; for the™^

aC^;^ S.T^^ ^^" * P""*'*?*^ «' t'^o each dayatout the Ju,Ar6oo« oorfoflr, on the development of which

Zf«.* ^ ..
language was omitted from my im-perfect education, but by dint of puzzling over the brrdcolmmis of the Rotterdam»che CaurantI came to We

tt Zt ::"th ?°"r
^^P?-*^--" of its meaning !:«t dealt with subjects relating to the war. especially ifthose subjects were sensational enough, though I nfverwas quite certain as to how the sen^tions hid turned

wlshinln^'- V"^'
°'.^^"'"' °«*"»^ -- ^-^VVashington from tune to time, but what was lackingwas the sense of the atmosphere of any givelTpoS
255

I II

I i<Mi

I i'ii



BELGIUM

situation, which only a thousand and one hints, person-

alities, references, incidents, bits of gossip, kindly or

malicious—and especially the malicious—can provide.

To be sure, there were the German newspapers, but one

might as well have read nothing at all; to read them
was to know as little about the war as the German peo-

ple themselve*.

Our convicticMi was that it would end by our leaving

Brussels, for m the political conflict thai going on in

Berlin between the civils and the miUtaires, the mili-

taire8, if they were like the miUtaires in Brussels, would
have the last word, and they were idways fw more
and ever more war. We kept our trunks packed and
were ready to go on the short notice we felt would be

all that would be vouchsafed us, and if we were not pre-

cisely flitting on ovr boxes, we had the impermanent
sensation of those m that cramped and benumbing pos-

ture.

We tried, however, to appear permanent. The sub-

ject was never mentioned in my visits to the Politische

Abteilung, which may have been because just at that

time I did not go to the Politische Abteilung, for walk-

ing was then impossible. But the spring had come once

more and I could drive out to look at it, through the

Foret to Overesyche or La Hulpe, the country-side all

a tender green and the woods in soft colours. One
can not live in Belgium without wishing that one had
been bom a painter; the moist atmosphere blurs all

sharp edges and rigid outlines with a halo as of radiant

and delicate mist, and the cottages with their red tiles

and old walls are all an indigenous part of the landscape

in which they nestle. And yet it is a bad habit, I am
sure, always to be looking at nature as the stuff for art,
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uone, of course, so mv wift. ar»i t j .

LaelcPti f« Tk/r .
^ "°° ^ "o^e out throurfi

W^ drove out Ui.t way ofte,, „„ al^:^'"?',^-

"X'S^j^a-ci:*'^ rr'»
"

Empress R„f »! ^ "^^ ""'^"^ °^ *« former

ways Kept up ,t, impenal pretense-thouiA Mrlf.™

the r«,7^«, of a..cMterwSdid'™K
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BELGIUM

was all; aside frmn tiiat it ever remained a mystery that

found an appropriate setting behind the foliage of the

great trees in the park.

The sun was shining that Easter day and the fields

were sweet in their tender green or brown, with the new

plowed earth that gave forth its goodly odours, ai^ there

were anemones in the grasses and great masses of the

yellow flowers in the ffclds of rape, and here and there

along the wayside old walls over which the boughs of

peach-trees were falling. It was that ever lovely Bel-

gian scene, with the windmills and the church-spires

in the distance, and the peasants winding slowly along

a sunken road homeward from vespers. They came

slowly and sadly because of the persistent sense of trag-

edy in the atmosphere, for the loathed uniform of field-

grey and the crude red of the ugly little caps were never

long out of their si^t. . . .

The (Jermans had celebrated Good Friday by posting

on all the walls of Brussels a great affiche in red an-

nouncing the latest condemnations for "treason in

time of war," thirteen victims in all, four of them sen-

tenced to death and the others to hard labour, some for

life, some for fifteen years, some for ten years. Three

of those condemned to death had already been shot; the

sentence of the other had been commuted to imprison-

ment at hard labour for life.^

»Avis

Ont i^k condamn6s par jugement des 11 et 12 avril 1916, du

tribunal de campagne:

(a) Pour trahiion commUe pendant I'etat de guerre en pratiquant

I'etpionnage et en y pretant aide, a la peine de mort:

1. Oscar Hernals*eens, dessinatenr a Bruxelles;

2. Francois Van Aerde, dessinateur indnstriel, a Anvers;
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The day before the execution an echevin of the com-mune oflxelles had been summoned to the prison of St.-

». Jules Mohr, in.pecteur d'assurances, k Valencienne.

;

4. E«Ue Grcier, inspecteur de. ponta et chau8.6« k Saint-
Amand.

(b) Pomr avoir prete aide i I'etpionnage

:

5. Georges Hemalateens, surnirier k Bruxellea-Boitsfort. aux
travaux forces k perpetuity

;

6. Gusteve Deamul, ouvrier du cheain de fer, k Gand k 15
ana de travaux forces;

'

7. Albert Lienard, entrepreneur k Vdenciennes, k 10 ans de
travaux fore^;

.

B. Oscar Delnatte, direeteur de cinematographe, k Roubaix.
a 15 ans de travaux forc^;

^'

^foSs*
^""''''' *"'"^"

" ^'"'' * '' •"' «** ^"^-"^

10. Jacques DrouilW, n^chand de volaiUe, k La Plaigne, k
10 ans de traviwx fanes; * '

"
^for!!^''*'"^'

^*" * ^""'"'"' i 15 ans de tr.va«

12. Joseph Venneulen, pmp^itair^ de briq^terie i Md«l.
beke, pris de Gand, a hO ans de travaux imK6»-

IS. Joseph Goosenaerts, pro*«.or a Gand, a 10 ans ^ trwan,
forces

;

Alfred Gaudefroy, m«d«^ de dmnnmt. i Bruxelfc., .it6 acquitt^.
•"«=«»,

Lea condamnes k mort avaient onnvnt; ™» _..conaenti, movennaat Barraimt i

Iv^^ i fT' confor„,e»e„t a«x instruction, qni ,eu,avaient 6t€ remises, ils ont observes n«, troupes, ^^ Z
troupes, transports par chemin de fer autor etr .»

V^

ex&uL
*'" " ""* «"-l«teens. Mohr et Gressier ont etc
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BELGIUM
Gilles, the high walls of which enclosed so many trage-

dies, to perform a marriage ceremony. One of the con-

En vertn da droit de grAce, la peine dn mort prononc^e contre

Van Aerde a Hi commute en trayaiiz^oro6i k perpetuity

Bmxelles, le 19 avril, 1916.

(Translation:)

NoncB
The following have been condemned hy judgment of the 1 1th and

lith April, 1916, of the court-martial:

(a) For treaton committed during a ttate of rear bg praetiiing

etpionage and bg giving aid to U» practice, to the pain

of death:

I. Oscar Hemalsteens, draughtsman, of Brussels;
,

a. Francois Van Aerde, industrial draughtsman, of Antwerp;
8. Jules Mohr, superintendent, of Valenciennes;

4. EmUe Gressier, inspector of bridges and highways, of

Saint-Amand.

(b) For having aided in etpionage:

6. Georges Hernalsteens, locksmith, of Bmssels-Boitsfort, to

hard labour for life;

6. Gustare Desmul, railroad workman, of Ghent, to IS years

at hard labour;

7. Albert Li^nard, contractor, of Valenciennes, to 10 years at

hard labour;

8. Oscar Delnatte, cinema director, of Roubsix, to 15 years
at hard labour;

9. Constant Pattyn, excavator, of Lille, to IS years at hard
labour;

10. Jacques Brouillon, poulterer, of La Plaigne, to 10 yean
at hard labour;

11. Lucien Cabuy, painter, of Brussels, to 15 years at Lard
labour;

18. Joseph Vermeulen, proprietor of a brick-yard, of Meirel-
beke, near Ghent, to 10 years at hard labour;

IS. Joseph Goosenaerts, professor, of Ghent, to 10 years at
bard labour,
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The &hevin had taken his books and paraphernalia andhad gone to the prison where the bride was waiting. The
ceremony was performed, and in the place of the usual
fehcitations the echevin could only say to the bride-
groom: ^

"Ayez du courage/"

"Je Vaurair he replied.

He embraced his wife and kissed her, and she was
led away. And the next morning at dawn she was a
widow.

Tragedy was all about us, and sometimes touched us,
or threatened to touch us, even more closely. Eariy
in the month I had news of two arrests that gave me
concern for a long whUe. One of them was that of Sen-
ator Halot, a Belgian who had been honorary consulm Brussels for Japan, and since Japanese interests had
been committed to my charge, I tried to help him, even

Alfred Gaudefroy, diamond merchant, of Brussels, has
been acquitted.

Those condemned to death had consented, in return for payment,
to pr«5tise e^ionage for the benefit of the intelligence service of

J^^II^^L !
'°°'^ **"'' ^ conformity with the instructions thathad been given them, they h^ve observed our troops, the movement

of troops, transports by railroad, automobile, etc.. and have tra»-
mitted or caused to be transmitted the information thus obtained tothe inteUigence service of the enemy.
The others coBde«ned have practised espionage or have given it•Id m the same manner, but in a less degree.
Themen condemned to death. Hernal.te««, Moh, and Gressier,

nave been executed.

against Van Aerde has been commuted to h«rH Uhm,, f„, iif«
Brussels, April 19, iQig.
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BELGIUM
thoufi^ the Germaiu long since had officially notified all

governments that they would not recognize honorary
consuls. Senator Halot was implicated in a movement
to assist young Belgians to cross the frontier, and since,

according to the German rule, patriotism on the part
of a citizen of another nation is treason against Ger-
many, and Soiator Halot was charged with this high
crime and misdemeanor, and since the Politische Abtei-
lung in informing me that nothing could be done re-

ferred to the case as "cette malheureute afaire" it was
evident that it was very serious.

The other arrest was that of Dr. Telemachus Bull,
an Englishman, who was also charged with treason for
having aided Belgian youths to cross the border to Hol-
land. Dr. Bull was a man of seventy, very tall, and he
wore a long beard that was said to give him a resem-
blance to tile late King Leopold II. He was a dentist

by occupaticm, and had professionally served the King
wIkwi he was said to resemble. He had been arrested

early in the month with a Belgian priest said to have
been associated with him in his treasonable acticm against

Germany, and I had at once made representations and
engaged a lawyer to defend him.

There was, too, just at that* time another incident,

which involved the arrest. n<A of one, but of many per-

sons—an entire young ladies' school, indeed. The girls

had refused any longer to take music less(nis of a C>er-

man professor, and the gallant professor at once com-
plaining, the poUzei descended on the penaonnat, ar-

rested all tlie girls and imprisoned them at St.-Gille«.

I suppose that was some kind of treason, too, but the

young girls were not shot for it, and after a few days'
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confinement were leleased and allowed to return home
to their distracted parents.

The signs of spring and of the mysterious awakening
In nature were not confined to the woods and fields;

they were evident in man as well. The Zeppelins, for
one thing, were active again. Now and then they could
be seen sailing over the city, like some great silvern fish

swimming in the ethereal element. They would come
out in the morning, as though for their exercise, hover
hideously over the city for an hour, then go back to
their lairs. Then «ie evening—it was the Tuesday after

Easter, I think—they all left and, pdnting their noses

westward, sailed away and disappeared. The next
morning they were balk, and two days later we read in

the communique that they, or some Zeppelins, had flown
over London and thrown their bombs in the city.

Another sign of the coming of spring was that the
tables were all out again on the sidewalks before the

estamineU, as they call the public-houses in Brussels,

and those who were of that taste could once more sit

in the open air and sip their beer or coffee and watch
the passing show. It had been an old custom in Brus-
sels, but when the Germans came the municipal authori-

ties prdered all tables indoors to prevent disturbance

and as in some sort an expression of the mourning
Brussels had put on. The Grermans, always sensitive

to criticism, even when it was only implied, were not

pleased, but the municipal authorities would not revoke
their order, and the tables remained indoors until the

Germans themselves ordered them out again, and in-

structed the proprietors of the cabarets to serve their

patrons at them, and could thereafter point to them as
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BELOIUM
an evidence of their assertion that Brussels wu normal
under German rule.

Indeed, one of the most exacerbating of the little

irriUtions that filled all the interstices of the larger pains
and troubles of the time was the inconsidered and reck-
lessly misleading stotements that were published abroad
in England and in America by those who made flying
visits into Belgium, and then went away and wrote their

impressions. Some of them, in what seemed like resent-
ment at not finding the whole Belgian population faint-

ing and dying of hunger in the streets, would say:
"But I thought the people were starving I"

I used to point to the wonderful organizations of the
C.N. and the C.R.B. as the reasons why they were not,

but even so they would go away and, as though they had
been deceived, describe the state of affairs as normal.
The display of the last poor remnants of a stock of
tinned food in a shop-window convinced them that there

was no need of carrying on the ravitaUlement, and to see

people calmly conmg and going in the streets instead of
lifting their hands to heaven and crjring out in anguish
and despair was enough to cause them to conclude that

the population did not feel the heel of the conqueror. I
recall one man who came to Belgium in that April of
1916 accompanied by a Grerman officer, who showed him
such sights as he cared to have him see, and then went
away to write a series of articles in which he said that
since the Germans LaJ "taken charge in Belgium" there

had been a complete cessation of contagious diseases,

and that they had done wonders in reducing infant mor-
tality. The fact was that there were before the war
no more cont&gicus diseases in Belgium than elsewhere,

and during the war they increased to an alarming extent.
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Thi« wu etpedally true of tuberculosis, as of other dis-
eMes due to malnutrition. At the very moment the man
I have in mind was inspecting Brussels under the tute-
lage of his German guide, philosopher and friend, meet-
ings of physicians and city officials were being held in
the HAtel de VUle to devise methods of combating the
spread of tuberculosis. The work among the babies
that was shown to the peripatetic student was tliat of
Ui Petitet AheiUet, to which I have already made refer-
ence—a work organized by Belgian women long years
before the war, and under the auspices of the Comiti
National enlarged during the occupation. These errors
were perhaps excusable, but what was beyond all imag-
ining was the attitude assumed by some of these visitors
toward the occupation, or toward the fact of the occupa-
tion itself. They either were insensible to its basic in-
justice or had the illusion that if things were not hope-
lessly evil under it, it was somehow justifiable. What
few of them seemed to realize was that even though the
country, since the Germans had "taken charge," was
ruled with the united wisdom of a Moses, a Solon and
a Justinian, it could not be justified. They seemed to
be lacking in that culture which would have enabled
them to imagine and to sympathize with the bitterness
and anguish of soul, the humiliation and degradation of
spirit felt by a proud, free and sensitive people, com-
pelled thus to live under the domination of an invadins
host.
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XXIII

SUMMER TIME ->^

The population was again suffering for the lack of
potatoes, a staple article of diet among the poor. The
supplies sent in from Holland were wholly insufBcient,
and the peasants, with bucolic stubbornness, stiU re-
fused to declare their stocks; they hid them away, and
when the soldiers went to hunt for them either remained
silent m a wdy pretense at ignorance or gave the soldiers
to drink, and so much that they were soon incapable of
recognizing potatoes even if they saw them. On Sun-
days crowds of the poor went into the country about
Brussels and brought back clandestinely as many pota-
toes as they could conceal on their persons. The Ger-
mans were not long in learning of this, and thereafter
late on Sunday afternoons the trams entering the town
were stopped at Quatre Bras and aU the occupants
searched. It was forbidden, for some inscrutable reason
inherent m the mysterious organization of the Kartof-
felzentrale, to transport potatoes from one commune to
another, and as a natural consequence there was much
smuggling; men skulked through the Foret and the Bois
in the mght, bearing small bags of potatoes. One day
at Tervueren a man stealing across the fields with a
little supply was shot down dead by the soldiers in pur-
suit. Any day at Quatre Bras German sentinels could
be seen leading off groups of peasant-women who had
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for awhile i„ CboTS,^tt" '™'f
"^ "" '^'^^'"'
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mer-„™eiyaLTth i';':r:xr"''^""'"-
and therefore fli«f .v -f,

'^ *"^" '" ^'n*er,

already an hour earlier tt^Mti
<^™"''™"«"

new rule it .ould be t^ollrurf S H^d it w" atparent that those who. like the T .Jl^ T ] ,

^^'
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BELGIUM
appointment with von der Lancken. and on reaching the
comer of the Rue Lambermont and the Rue Ducale find
that no one but the boy scout had reported for duty;
now I would loiter leisurely in the conviction that I had
another hour before me, and when I got there find them
aU at luncheon. The prospect of two hours* difference
was appalling. Besides this original and constitutional
difficulty one had to remember in speaking to a German
that rheure aUemande was intended, and in speaking to
a Belgian to member that Vheure beige was implied.m Belgians had not the slightest intention of adopt-mg Iheure hoche. us they unfeelingly caUed it, but they
found a modug vivendi when the news reached Brussels
toat the French Government had established I'heure
aeti and advanced, or retarded—whichever it is—their
clocks one hour. Thus ultimately there seemed to be
but one hour's difference between their time and Ger-
man tune, for they had been tardy by a year and more in
yieldmg to the hortlogical reform. The Belgian Gov-
ernment at Havre would no doubt follow the French
example; hence, in Brussels the patriotic adopted
rheurede Havre." Then we were where we were be-

fore. It was dark at eight o'clock by the sun, but that
was nme o'clock by Belgian time, and ten o'clock ac-
cordmg to the Teutonic Joshua.
The German order was enforced on the communal au-

thorities, of course, and suddenly a surprising irregular-
ity on the part of all the public clocks in Brussels was
to be noted. Many of them developed the most startling
eccentricities; they ran fast or ran Siow, indifferently
gamed or lost time, seemed indeed to have abandoned all
moral principle and to have lost their senses quite. From
the most staid, reliable and reputable clocks in the world,
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with the regular exemplary habits of an honest bour-
geou, they became all at once »ight and frivolous in
conduct, dissipated and wasted time, were no more to be
depended on, and. when the Germans passed, almost put
their hands up to their noses in the most mocking of
ptedt de nez.

'^

The clock on the Hotel de ViUe, however, ;vith a some-
what sorrowful mien, marked the hour according to the
German principle or the German prejudice, whichever
It was, and ViUalobar adopted a method of designating
the tune that could offend no one; he referred to I'heure
de IHdtel de Fille: the Germans could not object be-
cause It was their time, and the Belgians could not object
because it was their clock.

And Brussels wit had its usual revenge. Up from
the lower town, recaUing the old French proverb to the
effect that it is useless to look for noon at fourteen
o clock, came the latest ztoanze:

"Let AUemande ont trouvi midi a quatorze heure»."
But even the mockery of Brussels could not divert us

long from the anxiety caused by the tension in the rela-
tions between Germany and America; it was that which
was on every one's heart and on every one's tongue. The
Belgians, as ever, were torn between the desire to have
America enter the war and the dread of the effect on the
roMtamement if she did so. And then one Saturday
wrenmg, the twenty-ninth of April. Hermandto came up
from the Rue des Colonies to tell us that Mr. Poknd
who was then Director of the C.R.B., accompanied by
aU the delegates from the north of France, h»d left for
Oiarleville, where the Grand Quartier G^n6ral was
pitched. Mr. Gerard, our Ambassador at Berlin, had
gone down there for an audience of the Kaiser at which
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BELGIUM
the submarine questim was to be discussed. Mr. Poland
had left on a summons by telegraph and the Germans
had put a special train at his disposal; he and the C.R.B.
men were to arrive there at six o'clock and dine with
the Ambassador and the officers of the General Staff.
We awaited anxiously Mr. Poland's return in the hope

of some news of the situation. He came back two daj-s
later; Mr. Gerard had had his audience of the Kaiser
and was still hopeful, but the situation was very grave.
So we knew little more than before. •

However, Mr. Poland told us of an incident that was
not without its interest and importance. The men of
the C.R.B. had dined with the General Staff; Mr.
Gerard was present, and the higher officers were evi-
dently anxious to please and to impress the Ambassador.
"You see," said General Z , with a liberal ges-

ture to the men at the table, "the ravitmUement goes on
splendidly; in fact everything goes on v/ell, es Mr. Po-
land will tell you—"nicht wahr. Mr. Poland?"
And he deferred to the Director of the C.R.B. for

confirmation and affirmation.

"Well," said Mr. Poland, who was not an ambassa-
dor and felt no need of Talleyrand's adage to guide
him in his utterance, "the ravitaillement goes on, yes.
But things are not going on well at Lille; what you are
doing there is not right—in fact it is horrible."

"Why, what is that?" demanded the General.
"You are deporting women and young girls."

It was like a bomb in the middle of the board which
the General Staff would have so harmonious, and when
General Z recovered from his shock he said that
he had not known of such goings on, demanded infor-
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mation of his officers, threatened to break some «ie—in

short, would take severe German measures.

I tell the story as I had it from the men of the C.R.B.
The General, all the Generals in fact, were not pleased
that their impression on the American Ambassador had
been thus so rudely compromised. What they did about
it I do not know; the deportations at Lille were not
wholly stopped, at any rate, though I believe General
Z said that they would be.

Mr. Poland's boutade, which did such credit to his

feelings as a man, was wholly justified by the fact if not
by the occasion. The Germans had instituted at Lille the
abominable practice of impressing women for labour in
the fields. The military authorities had ordered them to
be seized, and thousands of them, many of them girls,

were torn away from Iheir homes without any notice,

huddled indiscriminately together in trains and sent
awa/ in the charge of common soldiers to work in the
harvest fields. Many a Frenchman in Lille, his day's
work done, returned to his home to find his wife or
daughter gone, he knew not whither, and had no way of
knowing, or when or whether she would ever come back
again.

I was told that 50,000 were ordered to be thus seized,

and while I can not say that the figure is accurate, it

is a fact that thousands were thus taken from their

homes and set to labour like so many female slaves in

the fields that summer, and doomed to what other dark
fate one may easily imagine. . . .

Strange, the contrasts in this complex life, even life

so sad as we knew it in Brussels! How such horrors
could exist on the earth and people speak lightly of
common things! That very evening, while those girls
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BELGIUM
and young wives of Lille were enduring such anguish
of heart as no means can portray, I was sitting in a
conservatory after dinner, in the home of a friend.
Then, in the light, inconsequential drift of conversa-

tion, some one mentioned denicotinized cigarettes, detes-
table things, of German invention, or more likely adap-
tation. And an old gentleman, turning toward a beau-
tiful woman whose round arm, its golden bracelet far
above the elbow gleaming through the thin tissue of her
gown, hung over the back of her chair, said:

"II faut un pen d'alcool dang le tin, un peu de nicotine
dans le tabac, un peu de caffein dans le cafi, et un peu
de coquetterie dans la femme.*\
The pretty woman removed her arm from the back of

the chair, delicately raised her cigarette to her lips, and
said:

"Et dans I'homme un peu de rosserie."

Of what antitheses is life composed I One might have
expected, in the presence of that monstrous Lille injus-
tice, an angry bolt from the skies to smite those Generals
to the ground—unless, indeed, it smite us, who could
hear of such horrors and a few moments later fall to
talking lightly of other things.
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TOWARD WAR

We might have alleged in our own defense that we
were not responsible, though when one ponders on the
infinitely complex and insoluble question of personal re-
sponsibility one is not so sure of one's defense. I sup-
pose it is best not to be too self-righteous since we all
have somewhere our share of the injustices that are donem this evil, evil world. We used to talk about the war
most of the time, discuss the question of the responsibil-
ity for It; most every one laid it directly at the door of
the German Emperor. At the Politische Abteilung,
with his hand on his heart, a German officer said to me
as though he would finally, once and for all, dispose of
the question:

"I assure you on my honour that we did not begin or
desu-e this war; it was all the fault of England."
Again it would be the fault of Russia; and one man

traced its origin to Louis Xapoleon and his annexation
of Savoy; while another, the most erudite of all, carried
It back to 1458 and the beginning of modem history
with the taking of Constantinople by Mahomet II.
I have spoken somewhere in these pages of the fact

that during the war men and women did not act up to
the cinematographic standards. We had to get what
httle distraction we could, and get it how we could, and
there was little in poor Brussels in those times to dis-
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BELGIUM
tract it from its tragic preoccupaticm. Had we given
way to our emotions we should not have lived and done
our work, even as imperfectly as we did accomplish it.

M. Francqui returned from one of his journeys outside

and told us of a scene in the Belgian trenches some-
where along the Yser. A group of soldiers were play-
ing at cards in their muddy tf^nch; immediately be-

hind, on the damp and desolate Flemish plain, was a
new-made grave, its occupant, killed that very morning
by a shell, just buried there. Some one asked whose
grave it was.

"My comrade's. I play the ace I" said one of the men,
and with a triumphant flourish' flung down the winning
card.

No one who knew war as we had come to know it could
wish his country to go to war as long as there was an
honourable way of avoiding it, and yet, much as I
loathed war myself, I had come to realize that there
was a peace far more loathsome, and that was a peace
bought by acquiescence in a monstrous and hideous in-

justice. We were coming to realize what this modem
Germany was, what ruin and havoc it would create in

the world if it was allowed to go unhindered on its

way. And the fact that in that process it would natu-
rally destroy itself was not sufficient reason for letting

it destroy the structure that mankind had been so long
in rearing. The feeling was deeper than that inspired

by the atrocities; these things, though never on such a
broad and scientifically organized scale, had been done
before; Germany in her development in that respect

seemed to be passing through the StMie Age. One could
imagine some ultimate, sophisticated German, two cen-

turies hence, sadly shaking his Iiead and saying, "Oh
274
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yes, our forefathers did shocking things when oiir em-
pire was being founded." But the gr-, difBcuIty was
that the ultimate German could never ex. t at this rate,
because the principle upon which ^ ich character is based
was not only wholly lacking, but derided and denied.
"Your democracy, your idea of liberty, bah I" said a

German officer to me one day; and another remarked,
with less emphasis:

"It doesn't suit us; we have another way of looking at
things."

Precisely; and that way of looking at things deprived
them of that moral discipline, that inner subjecti^d re-
straint independent of all external sanctions, which de-
ters men from doing certain evil things. That subtle
sense which we define and recognize as honour, how-
ever imperfectly we may live up to it, seemed to be un-
known to them. "There are things a fellow can not do,"
says a character in one of Mr. Kipling's stories; it is 4
sentiment that Germans did not seem to understand;
there was nothing a German fellow could not do pro-
vided he could say to himself that it was for the Vater-
land. and provided, too, that he had the physical force
to prevent others from interfering with his doing it.

What was worse, he could prepare to do it by all sorts
of pious hypocrisies so as to throw those whom it would
injure off their guard, and afterward deny having done
it at all. When he wished to invade Belgium he could
say that French aviators had thrown bombs on Nurem-
berg; when he wished to sack and destroy Louvain he
could say that the civilians had fired on him; when he
wished to use asphyxiating gas he could say that the
French were using it. When he wished to rescind the
promise not to billet soldiers on the inhabitants, he could

275

f i

H

Ill

n t

-i. -.-.xS

X

I

^iV

\\

h: h

.

•• 'J

.it



BELGIUM
say that these promises would be annulled as a punish-
ment for the population if spying did not cease, and then
lodge his troops in the residences of Brussels. When
he wished to divide and annex Belgium he could
pretend to fly to the relief of the persecuted Flem-
ings; when he wished to restore slavery he could
bewail the sad condition of the Belgian unemployed.
The thing that vitiated the whole character of mod-
em Germany and set at nought and cancelled all
Its other qualities was that subtle and implicit Lie—the
lie of the despatch of Ems, upon which the Empire was
founded; the lie as to the alliance of Belgium with
France or England; the lie of the franc-tireur; the lie
of the ninety philosophers about Louvain; the lie that
was ever ready and available in any emergency. The lie
was far worse than the gas, was indeed a noxious va-
pour in itself, which poisoned first of all those who in-
vented it and stooped to its use.

The rise of the Prussian state over that old Ger-
many, the blonde, gentle and dreamy Germany of ideal-
ism and humanitarianism, celebrated by Madame de
Stael so long ago, was predicted by Edgar Quinet, the
French historian, in 1881, but the danger to civiliza-
tion was not realized by France until 1871. It was not
reahzed by England until 1914, and in 1916 America
had not yet realized it. We in Belgium did not wholly
realize it even then. And so we lived on in a fond and
foolish hope, trying to work from day to day, always
with that troubling sense of incertitude and imperma-
nence; the only permanent thing seemed to be the Ger-
man occupation. But we began packing up, as I have
said, and waited for the exchange of the final notes and
the beginning of the unlimited submarine war—for no
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TOWARD WAR
one in his senMs could believe that the Gemun^ having
•uch weapon., would hesitate to use them. I began firstby packing up my library, which foolishly I had dragged
acroM the sea with me, but even in this I could make
no progress because I stopped to read each book I
started to pack, and at the end of the first day I had
disposed of and packed three volumes. Then I turned
the task over to one of Desamblancx's men.
That was early in May. The haired of the Ameri-

cans was growing so intense that even the common sol-
diers were affected by it; we began to note it in the
sentinels who performed their duties with that super-
serviceable and boundless zeal that is the product of the
C^erman soldier's gaping idolatry. When we drove in
the country and patrols of Uhlans mounted on bicycles
halted us. when they read my great C.G. pa,rier»chein
they glared at us terribly. But there was compensation
in the welcome of the little children in every village
through which we passed, then and always. They
danced and swung their caps, and shouted "Five I'Ami-

Zr'un7 "^^1"^'" '^ they happened to be Flemish.
The children of Belgium know that word, and I know no
more patriotic wish than that it may come to mean to^ery one. even Americans, what it meant to those little
Flemish children in wooden shoes.
After dinner that evening Hermancito came with the

tiTr " M ""i'f 7' '" *^" ^°'°«"« newspapers of
that day. Mr. Poland came, too. to hear the news, and
after we had got through the usual spiteful references
to England we found the note less warlike than we had
expected, and possibly sufficient to prevent a rupture,
though we were not sure of the little paragraph tucked
in at the end? which was susceptible of an interpreta-
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tion that would impose a condition binding America

to induce England to lift her blockade. Much of it

was evidently to the galleries

—

aua dem Fenster zu

aprechen, as tiie Germans' own phrase has it. It did not

settle our problem or allay our uncertainty, and I felt

that Gustave might as well continue packing the books.

Five days passed, then the President's note was printed,

fine, clear and strong, and two days later the Belgians,

relieved at knowing that the Americans were not to

leave, were congratulating me on the President's dip-

lomatic victory,' and even if they were convinced that

the Germans one day would blow up another ship they

took comfort in the respite, and I resumed the familiar

task of trying to settle the latest difficulty in the ravitaU-

lement.

It had arisen dui>ing that week of uncertainty when

we were waiting to hear whether Germany would con-

duct her submarine war according to the rules of the

game, or whether she proposed herself to change the

rules while the gar^e was in progress. The difficulty

was this: The Grovernor-General, as I have said, had

just given assurances that no more cattle and food-stuflfs

would be requisitioned. These assurances covered the

OccupfUiorugebiet, but we heard that by a German order

fifteen communes toward the south had been detached

from the Occupationsgebiet and added to the tltap-

pengebiet. The assurances did not run in the £tap-

pengebiet; hence requisitions could be and were already

being made in the fifteen c(Hnmunes just detached. It

was of course no affair of ours how the Germans altered

the boundaries of their gebiets, but if they continued to

alter them so as to exempt territory from the applica-

tion of the new guarantees it was plain that they might
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as well never have been given. We went, Villalobar and
I, to see Baron von der Lancken about it, and he said
that the boundaries between gebiets were changed from
time to time according to military exigencies, but we
succeeded in securing recognition of the principle that
once guarantees had been applied to territory in the Oc-
cupatiomgebiet they should remain in force, and, as it
were, run with the land, even when it was detached to
be included in the ^tappengebiet.
There were, however, many infractions of those later

guarantees. It was not so simple a matter to enforce
them as it was the others, either those relating to im-
ported foods or to the indigenous crop. The imports
were brought in by the C.R.B. and turned over to the
C.N. which distributed them directly; they were always
thus in our handi and subject to our control, and the
indigenous crop, while in the control of the Zentrale-
emte-Kommisrion, or Crop Commission, was distrib-
uted by the C.R.B. The others—that is the latest
guaranties—were pledges not to requisition cattle or
food-stuffs, and over these cattle and food-stuffs, in the
possession as they were of peasants, we had no possible
effective control. Peasants were not above turning an
honest penny by selling their eggs or their chickens or
their pigs, and soldiers, proverbially prone to pilfer,
would take those things where they found them. This
was particularly the case just then. German officers
told me that troops released from the inferno about Ver-
dun and brought back for repose and recuperation into
what was to them the paradise of Belgium would take
anything fit to eat, and pig sties and hen-roosts suf-
fered; there was no power, not even German discipline,
that could control them. Doubtless their officers did not
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give themselves great pains to control them, but winked

at what were to them such minor infractions. We se-

cured a reiteration of the promises, and more stringent

orders were issued, and then we encountered another dif-

ficulty—the old desire of the Germans to be admitted to

the sessions of the C.N. and its sub-organs. Just

whence this insistence came we could not- be sure, but

there it was, at any rate, working behind the mysterious

scenes of the organization, pushing the old Governor-

General on to an interference that would have been fatal

to the work. The demand was the old one that a German
ofiicer should attend all the meetings of the provincial

committees. We had a conference—^Villalobar, Franc-

qui and I—one May morning with the Baron von der

Lancken and Dr. Brohn, and explained to them the

danger, the impossibility, of such a i||ethod. The Bel-

gians would never consent to meet with a German officer

at the head of the table; they would rather abandon the

work and starve. I imagined the scene for them: the

Belgian committeemen arriving and seating themselves

around the table; then the Kr'^ischef or his lieutenant

coming in, in boots and spurs, with an enormous sabre

at his side, a revolver in his belt, taking his seat at the

head of the table, letting his fist fall on it—^what kind

of discussion could there be in such conditions? They
smiled and actually saw the point. There was the old

suspicion on their part of political manoeuvres in the

sessions, but, we asked, if the Belgians who formed

those committees, and they were, of course, the leading

men, the officials, the personalities of their respective

communities—^wished to discuss politics, did the Grcr-

mtfns suppose that the presence of a German officer at

their committee-meetings would prevent them from do-
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ing so at some other time or place? Did they imagine
that it would not occur to them to discuss political ques-
tions elsewhere? The Baron von der Lancken and Dr.
Brohn did not fail to see this themselves, and we finally

agreed upon a formula according to which the Belgian
president of the provincial committee would go to the
German provincial president at stated intervals, or
whenever desired, and give him whatever information
concemmg the functioning of the ravitcdUement he
wished. And to settle the question once and for all we
asked—^Villalobar and I—for an audience of the Gover-
nor-General hunself.

It was one ramy Saturday morning—^the thirteenth of
May—^that the Marquis and I drove to the Ministry of
Arts and Sciences in the Rue de la Loi to have our inter-

view. The ante-chamber was thronged with German of-

ficers waiting for theur turns at the source of favour and
privilege and power in occupied Belgimn. Juul, a grey
little man with an unhealthy complexion, the head of the
Brussels secret police, was there, and the Prince Hatz-
feld, who directed the Red Cross which the Germans had
taken over from the Belgians, and others, all bowing in

the German military way as we entered. Von der
Lancken came ere long, smart in his uniform and in ele-

gant high boots, springing up the grand staircase like

a boy, fearing he was late.

The Governor-General received us in the grand salon
where he held his receptions, and asked us to be seated
at a table that stood between the windows. After a
word or two he produced a manuscript and read to us
in French what he had to say, making curious mis-
takes in pronunciation now and then. He sat there
with the great enamel cross of the Black Eagle dangling
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BELGIUM
at his wrinkled throat, and other crosses on his breast,
while down below us there in the Place before the Palais
de la Nation, the troops were at guard-mount. It was
noon. A military band was playing, some prodigious
German voice was bellowing martial commands and
booted feet were striking the pavement in the goose-
step; then more commands and the ring of the butts of
muskets on the stones as they came to order arms. . . .

Then it was still.

Greatly to our relief it was a mild address that the
old Governor-General was reading to us: we had feared
that he was going to impose very hard conditions, but
nothing of the kind appeared; all he wished, he said, was
that his authorities be kept informted as to what went
on in the ravitaillement and that there be no political
discussion, and he left the task of finding a formula to
Baron von der Lancken and to us. Finding the Gov-
ernor-General in such a favourable mood, we asked that
other functionaries be not allowed to interfere in the
ravitaillement, but to centre the discussiwi of its prob-
lems in the Politische Abteilung, and he nodded ap-
preciatively and agreed. We chatted for half an hour,
the Governor-General appealing to von der Lancken
now and then when he sought a French word to express
his meanmg, and when the Baron whispered to me that
some haut personnage was coming to luncheon we with-
drew. The haut personnage was our former host of the
chateau at Lille, the Crown Prince of Bavaria, but we
did not see him, and came away with the satisfaction of
knowing that the ravitaillement would still go on.
To be sure, there were always the potatoes to be wor-

ried about. The Governor-General, on our suggestion,
had declared an armistice of a fortnight, saying to the
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peasants that if during that time they would declare
theu- stocks they would not be punished for having con-
cealed them, but all to no avaU. The peasants were
more wily and stubborn than ever, and saw in this com-
plaisance only a new and more subtle method to trick
and outwit and despoil them.
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DR. BULL

Theee was just then a season of Wagnerian opera
at la Monnaie under official German patronage. Two
years before, the Ring and all the other operas had
been seen on the same stage—Parsifal a score of times—
and all Brussels had been there; the town was enthusias-
tic; a medallion designed by De Vreese had been struck
in commemoration. Now not a single Belgian would
go near, and most of them would declare to you that
they would never again consent to listen to so much as a
leit motif of Wagner. They were thinking of another
drama, far more representative of Germany as they
had come to know it, just then playing out its tragic
denouement in the Senate chamber. These trials were
secret, and for that reason the interest in them was all
the more morbid and perverted; but one morning the
news was whispered about that thirteen had been con-
demned to death, and many more to various penalties
and forfeitures.

The accused were tried as spies, and it was alleged
against them that they belonged to a large organization
that furnished to the Allies information concerning the
Zeppelins, the hangars where they were housed, and
the movement of troops by rail—"counted trains," as
the phrase was. The leader was said to be Charles
Parente, a telegraph lineman of Anderlicht, near Brus-
sels, a patriot evidently of force and chaiacter. It was
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said that during his trial there in the Senate chamber,worn out and perhaps weary of the long session, he

it t ^^;" ^" '*•"'• ^' °^ *^« J"<^^« observinghim was mdignant and had him aroused, and then saWUYou are asleep, sirl"

JlJl'i' t^ M"^°*f
^^^y* "^ ™"«* ^^''^^ « ckar con-

They had no illusions as to the fate awaiting them,
those obscure heroes of liberty in Belgium. Parentiand nine of his fellow-patriots were condemned to death,and mneteen others were condemned to hard labour inGerman prisons. And then immediately the stricken
relatives and friends of the condemned came to the Le-
gation to implore me to intercede, and day and night
theu- pitiable appeals lay on my heart. At the end ofone of these hard days ViUalobar was there, sittmg on
the other side of my table. He was weary and showed
the^stram; he. too, had been besieged by aU those sup-

, "^Z ?." ^"^^•" ^^ '"**' '^^'^^ "P at me, "don'tyou think It is very long?" • ** *^

It was very long, and there seemed to be no sign of
Its end There was so little that we could do. Thesewere aU Belgians: there was no official ground on whichwe could base pleas for mercy; it was a matter of the
greatest dehcacy even to approach the subject. But we
did what we could; we made unofficial and informal
representations, and a few days later we had the satis-
faction of heanng that the Governor-General would
commute some of the death sentences. He did commute
seven of them to hard labour for life, but three of the
condemned-Parente, Lef^vre and Kricke, were shot
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BELGIUM
by the firing squad that was assembled at the coining
of almost every dawn.'

This sort of thing was going mi all the while, as

Par jugement du 8 mai, confirm^ le 10 mal I916, le tribunal de
eampagne a condamn^ k mort pour espionnage;

Charles Parents, ouvrier du t^l^graphe, i/Anderlecht;

Arthur Devalcriola, employ^ du tti^graphe, k Berchem-Sainte-
Agathe;

Louia Lefivre, employ^ du tti^graphe k La Louviire;
Gerard Hubert, employ^ du t^Mgraphe k Schaerbeek;
Theodore Fisch, marchand de cigares, k Malinea;
Prosper Krick6, inspecteur d'assurances, k Oand;
Martin Bastiaensen, employ^ du t^Mgrap/he k Molenbeek;
Jules Deblander, ouvrier du t£16graphe, A Nimy;
Gustave Dallemagne, secretaire des fortifications, k Uigt;
Antoine Lechat, contremaitre du t^l^graphe k Nimy;

Parents, Leftvre et Krick< ont M fusill^.

La peine de mort prononcfe contre lea autres condanin6s k mort
a €U commu^ en travanx forces k perpetuity, en vertu du droit de
grace dr Son Excellence Ic Gourverneur-g6n6raI.

Dix-neuf autres ^-us^ ont Hi condamn^s k de fortes pcines de
travaux forc& pour espioqnage ou pour avoir ptiU aide k I'ennemi.

Les personnes condamn^s appartenaient k une grande organisa-
tion qui avait pour mission de se procurer des renseignements sur
nos hangars k dirigeables, nos transports par chemin de fer et
autres points d'ordre mllitaire et de transmettre ces renseignements
k I'ennemi.

Bruxelles, le 15 mai, 1916.

(TranslaUon:)

NoTica
By judgment of the 8 May, confirmed the 10 May, I916, the

court-martial has condemned to death for espionage:
Charles Parents, telegraph workman, of Anderlecht;
Arthur Devaleriola, telegraph employee, of Berchem-Sainte-

Agathe;
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though Alva*. Blood Council were sitting again in Bel-gmm.. 1/ every trial did not bring its traledyTbl^t
.^ mjustice and tte very weather itself was L the^SS

dull, drab city, the rains that come with fe, ,aint»7e
flj^jw^ the French call their cold days in the middle of

wLl^J^^ 'Ir^S*
^"^"'^ °' ^"^ Germans. It

«"«« M one of her most prominent citizens thevenerable M. Armand Bloch. who for twenty.fir;^^

jL^T""r» t^ °^ '^' '»"««*« communities

l^ ^° ^"J^^
^^^' °^ ^^^«^""- A* Easter time he

th^uah'S.l"
*« »5^«ofirue of Brussels; scattered

diers, and the following day the Grand Rabbi was ar-

^Sent"*''
"^* '™^ °^^"^^^ ^''^ P^*-t-

Now it happened that the sermon the Grand Rabbi

Loni. Lefiv«, telegraph employee, of L« Louvl^re;

T^'r ?"*' **'«8"P'' employee, of Schaerbeek;
TModore Fi^h, dgar merchant, of Malines;
FwMper KricW, superintendent, of (Jhent;

j1!I!^"m *T"": *'''«"P'' '"P'^y**' «f Molenbeek;
|W«a Deblander. telegraph workman, of Nimy;
Gu.Uve Dallemagne, .ecretary of the fortification., of LKge-Antoine Lechat, telegraph foreman, of Nimy.

^'
P««nt<, Lefivre and Krick^ have been executed.

deS^h'*"!^
^'"'*^ pronounced against the others condemned todeath has been commuted to hard labour for life, by virtue orth.nght of pardon of His Excellency the Governor^'enera,

*''

of h^^rj*'''/
~°''^ *"*"•= '"^'=° condemned to severe penalUesof hard labour for espionage or for having given aid to the enemy

for its object to procure information concerning our dirigible
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BELGIUM
had read that morning had not been prepared for the
occasion but was, in fact, a termon he had preached
years before, in 1908; it had been published, and he
read it from the printed copy. It did not ccmtain, and
by no possible means could have contained, any ref-
erence to the war, since it had been written six years
before the war began, and had not been changed; and it

made no allusion to the Germans. What the German
soldiers present took umbrage at was the somewhat em-
phatic tone of certain texts read by the Grand Rabbi,
texts which the Germans did not recognise as quoted
denunciations of the old Hebrew prophets: they thought
them original observations of the Grand Rabbi ad-
dressed directly to them and stigmatizing their deeds
and those of their comrades. Perhaps common soldiers
might be excused for having found the texts entirely
apposite in their case and the boot so well fittuig that
they at once drew it on, but more discrimination might
have been expected of the magistrate who presided at
the trial. Rabbi Bloch submitted the printed copy of
the sermon with the proof of its date, and expected that
to establish his innocence, but, with characteristic lack
of humour, the German magistrate failed to see in this
any extenuating circumstance and condemned the Grand
Rabbi to six mrniths' imprisonment, and sent him forth-
with to the prison of St.-Gilles, where, the gaol being
ah^ady overcrowded, he was confined in a cell with two
other prisoners.

The leading members of the community petitioned
for his release, but all to no avail; the German authori-

hangara, our railroad transports, and other things of a miUtuy
nature, and to transmit this information to the enemy.

Brussels, May 15, 1916.
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m hii ceU at St-Caie. for having cited « text of K>ine

StU l^^,*^\ characteriied in tem. too ex-
plKJit the deeds of modern Gennant.

It WM « few days later that the trial of Dr. Tele^-
•chu. BuU waa held. I had been very anxious as to
his fate; in speabng of it the Germans had shaken their
heads sadly and spoken of it as very grave, very grave,
so that I was troubled about the possibilities. Dr. Bull
was charged, of course, with treason, under the sinister
ckuse of Article 00 of the German Penal Code and 58
of the German Military Pemil Code, the penalty for
which was death. And then-an aggravating circum-
stance-Dr. BuU was EngUsh. His offense consistedm bavi^ tried to send recruits across the Dutch frontier
to the Belgian army. He had been betrayed by some
of his accomplices. With nearly a score of other ac
cused he was tried by a court-martial at Antwerp onMay 19, 1916. I had engaged the services of Maitre
A. Dorff, of therBrussels Bar, to defend him, and he ap-
peared with Maitres G. Vaes and E. van den Bosch, of
the Antwerp Bar. The court also appointed the Herr
Dr. Lappenberg to aid in the defense, and, as Dr. Bull
was charged with a capital offense. Dr. Lappenberg was
instructed to plead especially for him. There was, in-
deed, less haste and more respect for the form and sub-
stance of justice in this trial—the result, perhaps, of
tardy reflection on the procedure in the case of Miss
Cavell. The lawyers were allowed to examine the dos-
surt and to converse with their clients before the trial.
And besides the lawyers themselves there was another
innovation—the brother of one of the accused was al-
lowed to attend the hearing.
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BELGIUM
The old doctor wai very fine and dignified, and the

influence of his strong perionality afTected the court.
He stood up, faced hii judgei and at once admitted hav-
ing furnished two young Belgian medical itudenta with
the address of a person who he believed made a prac-
tice of clandestinely conducting young men to the fron-
tier. He admitted also having given to the person in
question a photograph of one of the students which had
been employed in making a false card of identity for
the young Belgian. When the prosecutor asked him to
give the name of the person to whom he had sent the
two youths, he refused to do so; he said that he wished
hunself to assume the entire responsibility for the deed.
And then, out of the throng of prisoners on trial, there

arose a man in the black soutane of a priest, who bowed
and said:

"I should like to thank Dr. Bull most heartily for his
generous attitude, but I can not let him assume alone
the responsibility; it was I to whom he sent the stu-
dents." •

And Dr. Bull, bowing in his turn, said

:

"I thank Monsieur I'Abb^, but I can not consent to
his making this sacrifice; I alone am responsible."
The priest was the Abb6 de Vogel ; he protested again,

and the doctor protested; there was a veritable duel
ailigance between them.

The attitude of Dr. Bull produced a favourable im-
pression on the court—won him, indeed, some sympathy.
And this, together with another fact educed in evidence,
worked a change in his favour. Two young h.edical
students, who were among the accused, testified that
they had had no intention to enlist as combatants in the
Belgian army; one of them had intended to place him-
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4 !u ^ '" ' univertity in Holland and then t.»rater the medical .ervice of the Belgian army. On thi.^ '^^^rmmtaire amended hi. information «, a. tochwge Dr. Bull with having violated only Article 8
of the Governor-Generar. decree of July n. 191a.pumdimg with miprisonment for not more than five^ u *.5"! °/ "°* "°" **»»" ^^'n thousand marks
those who aided the clandestine departure of Belgians
between the «ges of sixteen and forty years. On this
charge, then, he asked that Dr. BuU be condemned to

Zl n7; "It '7 *'*'''"* "^"* '" preparing the false
card of Identity, to six months in prison. But the CourtWM even more lenient; it condemned him to three

mL JS?"!^?"*"* "'* *° P'^y ' «"* °' «^« thousand

S^ «* Tbis judgment was confirmed on May 28, 1916.

mL #*!.*. ^" '" P"»«n «n<^e the sixth of April,
most of the time m sohtary confinement, and to a man
s«ty.mne years of age this was in itself a hardship.
The doctor insisted on this point and asked that the time
he had already been in prison be included in his te.^
of mpnsonment. and this the court allowed.
The Abb6 Vogel was condemned to twelve years' im-

prisonment at hard labour.

^.\''!iTi*'* f f'T""*
°^«'*"* '*'''*'' that I heard of the

result of the trial so far as Dr. Bull was concerned.
According to German standards the punishment was
light; there was, after all, some sense of justice in them!
Arrangements were made to pay the doctor's fine, and
with his British courage and fortitude he settled down
to make the best of his confinement until that July dav
when he should be free.
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XXVI

SdME NOBLE TI8ITOS8

It had been stupid to be housed up as I had been for
weeks, unable to walk and permitted only to go for a
drive when the weather was fine. And the weather was
not often fine; the rain fell dismally all the while—/e
diable battait sa femme, as the French say. I had been
able to drive down to the old chateau of Seneffe one
Sunday to see some friends, but that was the extent of
my travels. Raymond Swing, the correspondent of the
Chicago Daily News, had been in Brussels, and, like
most newspaper men, could tell more news than he could
print: the President's diplomacy had been a great vic-
tory, as the European Press, indeed, widely recognized,
and he had at the same time helped the liberal element
in Germany to a victory which seemed to give some hope
to mankind; the fiery von Tirpitz had been temporarily
suppressed, and though the Tubantia had been torpe-
doed by the military party to avenge his downfall, the
sinking of the Susseo! had been a mistake, and the Lua-
tania itself would never have been torpedoed, they said,
had not the Germans thought it impossible that she
could sink so quickly. Mr. Swing had come to Brus-
sels to interview the Governor-General for his news-
paper, and the interview was a remarkable one; in it

we learned many things that we seemed never before to
have fully grasped.
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"The work of the Germans in Belgium," said General
von Bissing to Mr. Swing, "is not appreciated at its full
value by the Belgians, whose mind—and that is com-
prehensible—is enveloped in a cloud of patriotic senti-
ment. You yourself will have seen that the ravages in
Belgium have not the extent claimed by a part of the
foreign Press. Many things laid to the charge of the
Germans and to my charge personally are highly ex-
aggerated or wholly inexact. I can say that I can sleep
with my conscience in peace."
Wlien Mr. Swing asked him if the attitude of the

Belgian people toward the Germans had ameliorated, he
replied:

"It has considerably improved. Naturally, the coun-
try must be held by a firm hand, and in some cases—as,
for example, where it is a question of obeying—rigor-
ous punishments are imposed. I am forced to sign sen-
tences of death—a grave responsibility iliat I have al-
ways sincerely regretted. But we find ourselves en-
gaged in a war conducted on the principle of an eye
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, and the implacable
obligation having been imposed on me, I have signed
without trembling or hesitation."

The Governor-General said, too, that the German
civil functionaries had put in vigour a number of Bel-
gian laws that had "remained in the drawers."
"This is particularly true," he said, "in regard to

measures of social betterment {privoyance sociale) in
favour of the women and children of the working class.
Compulsory education, which Belgium has known only
in theory, has now become a reality. The Flemish peo-
ple, for the first time, have been put on an equal foot-
ing before the law with the Walloons. We have ac-
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BELGIUM
corded to them without obstruction the use of their own
language, and given them their own schools; the Flem-
ish University will be erected at Ghent. To these meas-
ures of civil administration there have just been added
nimierous ordinances concerning public hygiene—a do-
main in which the Belgians have never particularly dis-

tinguished themselves."

The Governor-General, speaking of the finai ' con-
dition of Belgiimi and of the annual war conu.^ acion
of 480,000,000 francs, said that he felt great reforms
had been wrought in the system of taxation.

"Everywhere," he explained, "we have introduced a
direct tax on capital. It is probable that this will excite
recrimination, but this new system will distribute for the
first time in Belgium, and in an equitable way, the bur-
den of public finances, and compel the rich to contribute
their just part."

And then he went on to say:

"I have applied myself especially to create progress
in agriculture, that element indispensable to the eco-
nomic life of a country of which the industries are prac-
tically dead. You will observe that the fields of Bel-
gium are well cultivated and flourishing. Vast herds
of cattle graze in the pastures. I have always made it

a rule to order requisitions only within those limits which
could not endanger the future of Belgian live stock. To
the same end measures have been taken to protect the
breeding of horses, and in maintaining a number of
stallions and brood mares sufficient for reproduction.
The statistics for this year show an increase of 49 per
cent, in live stock compared with that of last year.

"Such have been the grand lines of my policy; the
maintenance of agricultural industry, execution of the
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SOME NOBLE VISITORS
social laws, equal rights for the Flemish and the Wal-
loons, sound financial administration on the basis of
equal taxation."

Thus von Bissing. the reformer. The interview was
published m French in La Belgique. We read it. and
rubbed our eyes, and then we smiled. We smiled
most. I think, about the one statement in the interview
that was worth- of any attention or explanation, and
that was the assertion that the live stock in Belgium had
mo-eased 49 per cent, in a year. The "statistics" to
which the Governor-General referred were based on the
declarations of the peasants as to the amount of live
stock they possessed. In 1915. when the Germans or-
dered them to make their declarations, they supposed
that any live stock they declared would be seized, and
made their declarations accordingly. In 1916 forage
was rationed, and owners of live stock were ordered to
declare the live stock that they had to feed, and again
they made their declarations accordingly. Naturally
there was a great increase in the quantity; and the Gov-
emor-General was right in estimating it at 49 per cent.;
the wonder is that the statistical increase was not more.
The Governor-General's opinion that the work of the

Germans in Belgium was not appreciated by the Bel-
gians seemed to be generally shared by the office^ in
his reform administration. With the coming of sum-
mer many Belgians were trying to secure permits to go
away to HoUand or to Switzerland. A young lady of
our acquamtance went to the Pass Zentrale in the Place
Koyale to apply for a pMsiergchein to go to Holland
and the officer in charge asked her if she could not ar-
range some tennis-sets for the young German officers;
they found life so dull in Brusselsl The spirited gu-1
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BELGIUM
replied, "No! never I" told him frankly that Belgians
would hate Germans so long as there was one Belgian
and one German left in the world, and went away.
The wranen indeed were all splendid, and I might

give many instances of their spirit. When (Jerman po-
licemen were searching the house of Madame E at
Brussels, seeking copper, they saw an old Turkish pistol

lying on a table in the fumoir, where it was doing duty
as an objet d'art.

"Mais, Madame, vous avez dcs armes chez vous?"
"Oui, mats ce n'est qu'un pistolet turc, et comme vous

le aavez trta hien, une arme turque ne vaut rien."

Such stories were infinite iuinimiber and variety.

There is not a chatelaine in Belgium or in the north of
France who has not her adventwe to relate; and she is

apt to relate it with considerable feeling, bom of her
impotence to express the indignity of it all. It would be
difiicult to say whether the minor incidents that reveal

a mere lack of taste are the more affecting, or those of
a gross brutality. They range the whole gamut of im-
politeness in the human species from that incident in

which a German officer, having forced himself and his

staff on a household for dinner, announced afterwards
that when the war was over he would return and bring
Ms wife, to the more exaggerated conduct of the royal
prince of whom de C. told me. At the beginning of the
war he found himself with his sister in their chateau
south of Mons. They had established a Red Cross Hos-
pital and had been nursing woimded soldiers, British for
the most part, for the British army was then fighting

in that region. Indeed, on the twenty-fourth of August
General Sir John French stopped at the chateau. The
next afternoon C. and his sister, after a fatiguing day,
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^It w?**^
^^"^^^'^ for a cup of tea and a moment's

rest when, glancmg out of the window. C. saw a groupof German officers approaching. They proved to b^

to Pans. Von Kluck was correct, so C. told me. grave-
ly, reserved and silent. But about the same time theyhad another ^est. of much more exalted rank, no less a

llSTf.'"
''^ *^*" *^" ^"'^^ °' S..H., who had

witi, hun his nep ew S.-M. They entered, clicking
their heels, and with their hands held at the sabte bowed^^am and agam m the stiff German way. announced
their names, and asked for a cup of tea. The Duke at&st showed a determination to be exceedingly pleasant;
there was a certain loud affabUity in his maJ^er. butseating hmiself at the tea-table he leaned across to C's
sister and said:

T, J^^w""^ *^** y°" ^^^^"^ '•'^^e treated us very
badly. We came to you as friends, and see what you

^IvT' 'il'^'
°?"°^'"*- ^^^'^ ^«'« severd wounded

English soldiers ,n the house and these the Germanswished to see. A German doctor rou^ly pulled thebandages off the legs of one of the men to see if hereaUy was wounded saying that they were aU probably

thHT^- ,^?.f^I^"te, taking the knife of one of
the soldiers held it close to his face-the lad was halfdead with double pneumonia—and said-
"You use these knives to kiU German prisoners."The imputation of dishonour roused the boy to pro-

test, and indeed seemed to imbue him with some life forhe recovered from that moment.
While the Duke was searching the chateau for hidden
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English soldiers, concealed arms, and wliat not, S.-M.

approached C.'s sister and asked her if she would not

come to dinner with them that night—at her own table.

She said that, of course, she would not.

"You are our enemies; you have invaded our land.

We did not invite you here, we do not want you here,

and you should understand that I can not, with pro-

priety, take a seat at table with you."

Young S.-M. understood, and was indeed sympa-

thetic, but when his uncle heard of the refusal he marched

into the hall and began upbraiding C. and his sister,

creating a scene, and making a spectacle of himself.

"You have poisoned the food !" he cried, quite beside

hiiQself with rage, "You have poisoned the food!"

Young S.-M. suffered from the vicarious shame of it,

and taking C. aside, implored him to do something to

placate his uncle. C. said then:

"Inasmuch as you charge us with having poisoned the

food I shall go to table and taste it before you." And
so he did.

The Germans had expected to spend the night at the

chateau, but suddenly, without explanation, at nine

o'clock they left and moved on to a country house not

far away that had been abandoned by its occupants. It

was a beautiful old mansion, full of artistic treasures,

and a day or so after, when the Duke and his Germans
had gone, C, visiting the house, found objets d'arts de-

stroyed, tapestries and paintings ruined, and the bed

chambers the scene of unspeakable bestial indecencies.

They did not all behave that badly. It was not long

thereafter that the Duke of Mecklenburg-Strelitz came

along and was quartered in the chateau. He apologized

for what he said was an intrusion he was powerless to
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*^°i^^ fu*'!?."
^^ "^^ ""^«' « soWier's orders. He^s, ed the Bntish wounded, sat by their bedsides, talked

icaUyr
""

*"'^' '^"^^y ""** sympathet-

sels but the capital was spared many of the indignities
that they visited upon the provinces. In the smaller
towns cmlians were required to salute German officersby raising their hats, and in some places in the £tappen-
gehtet and m the Operatiomgchiet the men not only had

J'll T ?' ^'^^ "'" """^ ^°"«» ^* had to step
off the sidewalks when the officers passed.
mile in some cases indecencies were committed in

the chateaux occupied by the officers, as. for instance, in
the Kmg s summer palace - Laeken. and. of course,
often by the soldiers, there were officers who thought
to show their good breeding by leaving their cards when
they went, to thank the owner for what they seemed to
consider as hospitality. Sometimes they did more. A
friend of mine had a chateau that was seized and oc-
cupied by German officers. At Christmas time they
had themselves photographed by flashlight as they sat
at dinner m his house, drinking his wine. Then they
wrote a letter presenting their compliments and thanks,
tellmg him how much they had enjoyed themselves in
his charming home, and enclosing one of the photo-
graphs. My friend was at a loss what to do. The lat-
ter was evidently a sincere effort to be polite, and he
wrote back, thanking the officers and saying that he
hoped that ere long he might have the pleasure of re-

> The Duke of Mecklenburg-Strelite committed suicide in thespring of 1918.
""^
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turning the visit in their own country, and in the some
manner.

The one thing that affected the Germans, the one

thing they respected, was force, power in some form,

military power first of all, but power, whether of wealth,

station or rank, a name, a position, perhaps even a

frock-coat—for they were tremendous snobs. They
were much impressed by Villalobar's servants when they

had on their royal liveries and powdered wigs; I used to

wish that he would have them dressed that way always,

and go about with us.

They displayed all the familiar phenomena of the

new rich. I can see a certain Baron at luncheon in a

diplomat's house; the scars of his students' duels were

so disposed on his face that they gave it a worried and

anxious expression. He went about turning up the

plates to look on the bottoms, peering here and there in

all the comers at the relics of centuries of culture, and

asking where the like could be found.

The German officers indeed were always going to the

Rue de I'Empereur to the antiquarians, and the Bel-

gians shamelessly traded on their ignorance, sold them

all the false and spurious pieces they had, and before

long were manufacturing more to take theu* places. Le
Jeune, the barber, sold as old engravings, and for a

large sum, some prints on the walls of his barber shop.

It was not hard for a pretty girl to obtain a pasrier-

schein; for men, even men of advanced years, it was

difficult A friend of mine was anxious to go to Switz-

erland; he applied for a pass, giving his reasons for

wishing to go, and stating his willingness to deposit any

simi as a guarantee of his return. The application was

returned as refused; the refusal was in the form of a
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printed card with the blanks flUed in. and with the on«
polite word m it crossed out, thus, the words and figures
written in are in italics:

Ihrem Ge.uch vom 10.8 um Hel.e-erUubnl. n.ch der SchmtUkun leider keine Folgc gegeben werden.

Pass Zentrale Brttiiel

Rittmeiater

The word Z«rf^r, printed in the blank form, was
crossed out with the stroke of a pen.

These things are trivial, to be sure, but in their aff-
gregate they were great enough to produce their indeU-

Bn,rilT?r
"'^ *° ^"™'^ *^"' «^'^«n~ °f what

Bnissels folk were never weary of discussing as U men-
tabt^ alUmande, the phrase used in despair when they
wished to account for some such attitude as that of the
Ixerman officer who stepped out of the Astoria Hotel
one evening, looked up into the serene, clear sky, in the
profound depths of which a lovely moon was rising, and
remarked to an American journalist:

Ah I Fine night for the Zeppelinsl"
Whatever it was. it led some of them to do shameful

thmgs, as when, finding Brussels too dull, they instaUedwomen for their pleasure in the homes of refinement
which they had taken over in the city.
The very atmosphere of the city under their occu-

panq. during those spring days was more and more suf-
focating; there seemed to be no grace, no beauty, no
dignity left m life. And yet there was the inspiration
of the hope and endurance of the Belgians, a never-endmg marvel. They were already planning for the
reconstruction of the ruined villages scattered all over
the land. At one time, as I have already said, the Ger-
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Dums themselves had proposed to undertake this task;

they had even proposed to have German architects plan

the reconstruction, which would have been a calamity

even worse than tiie invasion. To imagine the lovely

Belgian scene, with its low nestling cots of the red roofs,

its diurches in the Flemish Gothic, marred by the in*

trusim of those baroque structures that are found all

over Germany, was to prefer that the ruins be left as

they were. But this idea was happily abandoned, and

the Belgians were already studying the question ui the

spirit of the town-planning movement.

A committee was formed and prizes offered to the

competition of architects, who were asked to submit

drawings for the restoration of villages and of farms

that had been destroyed. The work was to be a restora-

ti<m as far as that was possible; when there was nothing

left to restore the construction was to be undertaken in

the spirit of what had been. In the case of reconstructed

farm-houses the style for ages in use in that province

was to be preserved and followed; modem improvements

were to be in the interior, not on the exterior, and thus

Brabant and Liege and the two Flanders were to be to

the eye, and to the artist's eye, what they had been in

happier days.

In May the c(»nmittees held an exposition of the

plans submitted, in the new Hotel de Ville of the com-

mune of Schaerbeek, and Villalobar and I went to open

it. The Hotel de Ville of Schaerbeek, itself a beautiful

structure in the style of the old Hotel de Ville that had

been burned, was barely finishedwhen the war began.

It stands at the end of the vista of the Rue Royale at the

opposite end frwn the church of Ste.-Marie. The com-

munal pride is such that each commune, even in the ag-
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SOME NOBLB VISITORS
glomeratioQ of BruMels, mint have its moistm c^

I^A?'
"**,S*-.^'M" haa a new Hdtel de Ville which

m State by the Burgomaster and the ^hevin.: theBurgomMter read an addres. and two littleTr . in

lre':iiVat7d:™er '^ ^~""'' •^"*' "•«» ^^^

ab^tTheT,^°?*^"^/T^^« " ^*" " ^'"<=tiveabout the exposition of the town-planning committee^methmg hopeful, too, the first sign of^co^^ ^'
after so much destruction.

^i»wucwon

VindTrllM-^r""*"" °' **"* movement was EmUe
y

nek, a socialist senator, and when I felicitated him hetold me of an experience that showed that the wn^ia!

£?7 "ri""°"» «^«n « Belgium. He had gone a

tee. to a certam village, and as they were standing withthe Burgomaster looking down the main street ff thetown Its houses in ruins on both sides, the Burgomwterpointing dramatically, said:
'gomaster.

"Ah, Messieurs, pour vous montrer que nous sommes
^ la hauteur du proarh id i^ „ni. ..^

j-^^ 'ommes

;-. ^ • r t'^"y^^' »«' je Vats vous dtre que toutes

Mr. Hoover was in Brussels for a few days: he hadcome to discuss with M. Francqui certain of^Le mfs

detr:ftr *'l* T'^^
^"^^ "°- -<^ then asIXdetails of the work which the two great organizations
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BELGIUM
were carrying on. Dr. Lucu, too, had just come to
•tudjr chikl-welfare cooditioiu, to be able to report intel-

Ugently on hit return to America, where a campaign wai
to be undertaken for the Belgian children: and M.
Francqui gave a dinner to the official! of the C. R. B.
at that long table in hit Englith dining-room, where
from time to time the men of the C. R. B. met all the
dittinguithed pertonalitiet of Bnittelt. I look back
upon thote occationt with the greatett pleature, for M.
Francqui waa a good hott, and the talk wat alwayt of
thebett.
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LVMCHEONII AND DINNKU

Thi position of the diplomats at Brussels, as I have
frequently indicated, was wholly anomalous, and con-
tmued to be so to the end. Most of our colleagues were
at I^ Havre, near the Belgian Government, and the
Germans, esperlally those of the military clique, fre-
quently wished us all there.

"What are you doing here?" asked a German officer
one day of Villalobar, in blunt intimation of a feeling
that we were all de trap.

The Marquis measured him with his haughtiest glance
from head to foot, and said:

"And what are you. doing here?"
During the occupation theAustrianLegationatBrus-

sels was occupied by the Baron von und zu Francken-
stem, designated as commianonatre auprh du gouveme-
ment d'occupation, and Turkey, too, had a communon-
aire, so I heard, though I never saw him. Among the
neutrals, Mahmoud Khan, the Persian Minister, was
still m Brussels, as were Mr. Albert ^hncas, the Ar-
gentine Minister; the Count d'Ansembourg, Chargi
dAffaire$ for the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg; Mr.
J. Lemoyne, the Bolivian Chargi d'Afaires; Mr.
Cavalcanti, the Brazilian Chargi d'Affairet: Mr. Sven
Poussette, the Swedish ChargS d'Affairet; Mr. Portel-
las, the Cuban Charge d'Affairet-, and Mr. Mitilineu,
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BELGIUM
the Roumanian Charge d'Affaire,; and Mr. Jules Borel.the Swiss Consul-General and diplomatic agent. BuUethough sening in the C.R.B., still had the Mexican
escutcheon on his house and on occasions flew the Mex-
lean flag; but his diplomatic work went no farther.Ouang Yung Pan. the Chinese Minister, lived on
quietly m his pretty little Legation in the Boulevard

ff'm
"'• ^l ^:''^ ^'^'^^'^^ ^'' ^^'^ the direction

ofM van Vollenhoven. as Charge d'Affaires, and wasveiy busy as there were many thousand Dutch subjects

were the Spamsh and the American Legations. And
that was all that was left of the corps that had been so
large, so representative. The other neutrals, as though
discouraged, as well they might be. with the state ofthm^ m the mad world, had withdrawn their envoys and
closed up their Legations. The protocol had fallen into
general disuse; we remembered. aU of us. or tried to

nl«Z. r
/^^''^'

""f'
°" °"^ '^""^^^^ «" *h« various

national fete days, and we met occasionally, but never asa diplomatic corps, unless it was one morning when weaU went to have our photograph taken in a rather sorry
group. '

And now it was June; the Nonce was going away,
and we were sorry to have him go. I had come to have
great respect for Monseigneur Tacci; he was so fine, so
distmgujshed. so intellectual. He was a modest nmnwho m the most delicate of positions had rendered in the
discreetest way possible many little personal services
during those trying times. He seldom went out of the
Noncialur that stood darkly in the Chausee de Wavre

nrAf !ff°' f'tr' ^^""^^^ clamouring tragically. ar.»
night after night he was trying to save the life of some
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LUNCHEONS AND DINNERS
condemned person whose frie ds could app;. J to him in
his sacerdotal if not in his oipl -niatic cap .city. Now
that he was to go there was no one htt to take the initia-

tive in showing him the courtesies due his rank as the
only ambassador at the Belgian Court and dean of the
corps. But Cardinal Mercier came to the rescue and
gave a luncheon in the archepiscopal palace at Malines.
It seemed something of an adventure, for d one could
be sure just how the Germans would view it, none of
them, of course, being included in the invitations. Villa-
lobar and I drove up in the clear, sharp air and briUiant
sun of the perfect day that ushered in that month of
June, and just as we were going into Malines we saw M.
Becqu, the Governor of Brabant, Baron Capelle and
Count Leo d'Ursel, both of the Belgian Foreign Office,

who had gone all the way on foot in the dust of the high-
way, far otherwise than it had been the wont of Belgian
officials to travel in the days when Belgium was not
under the rude heel of modern Kultur.
The walls of the plain, severely ecclesiastical building

were riddled by the balls that had spattered there in
those August days nearly two years before, but in the
court yard there was a pretty garden in bloom, and
from the entrance we went up the long staircase and
into a reception hall, large, light, but plain, severe, mon-
astic, like the building itselt and the life of its occupant.
There were old portraits of former cardinals about the
walls, and a new painting, just finished, of the present
Primate of Belgium. The Cardinal's secretary received
us, and there were standing about the room six or seven
priests in black canocks, wearing the magenta-coloured
ceintures of Monseigneurs. Almost immediately His
Eminence came in, tall, vigorous, splendidly alive and
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BELGIUM

'^7\?^ ^'"^^ ""^^ ^'^"^ °n h« head, a long cape of

It f^^,^°f"l^/-"'"
W« broad shoulders and falling tothe heels of his buckled shoes. He came forward fith

tiiat long, eager stride, a smile hovering about the hu-mourous mouth and clear blue eyes of the ascetic yetstrong visage, reaching out both hands in welcome. Hewas a distinguished presence, his personality filling aUthe palace, veiy natural, simple, sincere, warm and^en-erous of impulse, putting every one at ease.He looked somewhat older, and his hair seemed some-what greyer than when I had seen him last, though thatmay been of my o^ imagining, for despite a recent^duous journey to Rome, and an iltoess while there, hewas hale and strong. I had not seen him for months!

tor him. m the circumstances of war. what with theeverlasting question of pasmrscheins, the reluctance ofthe Germans to have him go, his heroic struggle withvon Bissmg, and the extreme delicacy of his pStio^ ithad been doubly so. He had endured muchrand had

to l^durf The g
'"' ^"' ""'"""'^ ^"*"- --^ '««

al^w^ht " n^^^Papers insulted him continu-a^Iy wth coarse caricatures, but nothing ever dauntedthis splendid patriot and real shepherd of his peo^"

tJ^ZZ" r^'^*^"*
^'5^ accompanied by hif««^-.teur and he m his violet and the Cardinal in his flanTescar et made a picture better than any Vibert ever3ed. though since Vibert could not pLt very well thaIS not saying all that I should hke to sa7about theimpression I had of the two prelates

torT'itrhtr T ^''^r ^° *^^ ^"««' '"'"en refec-tory. Its high ceilmg broken, leaving a great, ragged



LUNCHEONS AND DINNERS
hole gaping over our heads, showing the new rafters
that had been put in to restore the roof. The barren
windows were broken, too-all tokens of Kultur in the
autunm of 1914-and the Cardinal waved his hand care-
lessly and eloquently at all the wreckage, and said that
he would have to apologize for the state of his house,
but—and he laughed—he was not responsible, and it was
the best he had to offer his guests.
He had his seat, according to the Belgian custom, in

the middle of the table, with the Nonce as his via-d-iis
and ViUalobar and me on his right and left respectively.'
He said grace in Latin, and there were responses in
Latin, and twenty of us sat down to a simple luncheon,
waited on by two old serving-men in black.
His Eminence talked much to me throughout the

meal; he was full of appreciation for all that America
had done for his land and his people, and was cherish-
ing a hope of going there after the war personally to
thank the nation. Mr. Hoover had called on him, as had
many of the delegates of the C.R.B.; he was deeply im-
pressed, he said, by Mr. Hoover's force of character,
and had formed an excellent opinion of the American
delegates. He told me, too, much of interest concem-
mg the visit he had just made to Rome. . . .

When the meal was over the Cardinal arose and made
a graceful and touching little speech about the Nonce,
expressing his sorrow at having him go, but felicitating
hmi also, and paying a tribute to the services the Nonce
had rendered Belgium. He spo^e in the most flattering
terms, too, of ViUalobar and of me, and then went on
to say that the Nonce had been called to a new post in
the Vatican, as major-d'homme of the household, and in
his humorous way recalled the saying that if the major-
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BELGIUM
d'homme of the Pope's household, who is always in the
presence of the Pope, can not become a Cardinal, nobody
can. The Nonce replied in a pretty speech which gained
a charm from the fact that he speaks French with a
trace of Italian accent. Then we all arose, the Cardi-
nal returned thanks in Latin, there were responses in
Latm, and we went back to the great reception room.
In speaking of the Nonce's new post His Eminence

had divulged a secret
; we knew, or some of us knew, that

he was leaving, but he had not told us where he was
going, and as we stood about with our coflfee and ciga-
rettes we could congratulate the Nonce all the more
because of his prospects for the red hat.
We went at once after the Nonce had taken his leave,

and the last glimpse I had of the Cardinal was of the
tall figure m scarlet standing in the little entry-way to
the receptmn hall a young priest who was there thatday from Holland falling suddenly to his knees beforehim and m an access of fervent emotion kissing theCardmals rmg. And Villalobar and I raced baek to
Brussels. Jan, the Marquis's beautiful shepherd dog,
twisting nervously on his seat beside the chauffeur
there were bright new red tiles on some of the roofs of
Eppeghem, and at Trois Fontaines there was the blackand red flag showing through the green foliage with its
reminder, its tragic connotations of the state of things
in the world. °

It was only a few evenings after that Villalobar gavea formal dinner in honour of the Govemor-General and

InT rr'^" ^^''^"«- '^^^ q"^«««n of social rela-
tions with the Germans had been of an exquisite deli-cacy

;
accredited as we were to the Belgian Government

on the one hand, and yet neutrals at peace with Ger-
810
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SZ«n? ?'*»1*^''' *"^ ^°"P^"«d' if we would aid theBdg^ans. to be m constant touch with the Germans, wehad long been uncomfortable on the horns of a socialdilemma The Belgians were in mourning; they par

tS 1" " '""^"^ ^""'^^ ^""^«°-' ^-' - recogni-
tion of the mourmng was in the nature of an offense to
the Germans who were not in mourning, but finding thewar fresh and joyous, der froehUche Kreig. There wasno reason known to them why they should not dine ou
If any one would ask them, and we heard now and then
of complamts on the part of some of them that the Bel-
gians were not hospitable, were not wiUing to forgiveand forget to let bygones be bygones. During myabsence on leave m America the Governor-General hadpven a formal dmner at Trois Fontaines, the Baroness
had come from Germany to preside at the table, and the
neutral diplomats had been of the company. Now the
Baroness was back in Brussels, and for that, and for
other sufficient reasons, the Marquis had decided to give
a dinner in their honour.

**

I used to tell Villalobar that if, instead of a Don and
a Spanish grandee, it had been his fate to be bom in
America, and poor, compelled to make his own living
and his own way in the world, he might have been any-
thing he chose, lawyer, journalist, politician, artist, fi-
nancier, so many and so varied were his talents, but that
with his exquisite taste and his eye for effect and sense
of the dramatic he would have made as great a stage-
manager as Irving or David Belasco.
"Life is a comedy and we are all actors," he said,now does your Shakespeare put it?"
His house in the Rue d'ArchimMes was a charming

proof of his discreet and perfect taste. It expressed.
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BELGIUM
as a house should, and as, in some instances unfortu-
nately, all houses do, the personality of its occupant. It
was filled with the spoils of all his travels, the souvenirs
of his services at many posts, London, Paris, Washing-
ton, Lisbon. There were gifts from Kin^s and Presi^
dents and rulers and prime ministers and artists in all
these capitals

;
there were old Spanish paintings and cab-

mets filled with ohjets d'art and family heirlooms. There
hung in the air a subtle perfume; there was a finished
and ultimate eflfect in everything. The room in which
he worked was always in perfect order; not a paper was
out of place on the table where he toiled indefatigably
until the small hours of the night; each of its numerous
and curious little silver boxes at its post, his seals set
out at his hand, every detail noticed by his penetrating
eye. The asthetic effect of it used to fill me with envy
Sitting there chatting with him I would think of my own
desk with loathing and despair. But then, to begin
with, thought I to myself one day, I never had a chance
to get such a desk.

"Where did you find that table?" I suddenly asked
him, looking at its delicate legs, its lovely lines; it was
pure Louis XVI.

,}^ T°^^^°' .
^® **'*^' "'" * second-hand shop."

ij'"^**'"
^ '®P^'®^' "°^« ™"st rummage about in these

old European cities
"

He checked me.
"Oh, it wasn't in my Toledo, in Spain," he said, "it

was m your Toledo, in Ohio. That time I was there,
you remember, for the carnival; I was going down that
street—what's its name? ..."
Having decided to do a thing he would, of course, do

It well, and for the first time since the war began we
812
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were in fuU evening dress that night, and the festal effect
of unwonted white waistcoats. All his footmen were in
their royal scarlet liveries, with knee breeches and pow-
dered wigs,and01ivo,the man who had been for so many
years attached to his service, in black with satin breeches,
quietly directing them in their tasks. The Germans had
put on all their decorations; the Governor-General had
a row of them across his breast. The Baroness was a
slight, frail little wcnnan, with a mild, somehow appeal-
ing face, very intelligent, speaking English in prefer-
ence to French, for her mother, or perhaps her grand-
mother, was English. Besides her and my wife, whom
Villalobar had asked to preside, there were only two
other women, a Spanish marquise with snowy hair and
great dark eyes, who lived in a country house in Belgium,
and Madame Mitilineu, the wife of the Roumanian
charge. Von der Lancken was there, and a good look-
ing young aide of von Bissing's, and Harrach, and von
Marx, of the Pass Zentrale, and a German prince whose
name I forgot—studious-looking person with a black
beard—and Poussette, the Swedish charge, and Caro,
Secretary of the Spanish Legation, and Villalobar's
military attache.

As we sat down to dine the Governor-General said:
"We are to be congratulated to-night on our great

victory."

The affiche of the day had claimed a glorious triumph
for the German Navy in the North Sea, in the battle oflP

Doggerbank, and the Germans that evening were all

in high feather and very proud and happy, though I do
not remember that any one congratulated them, unless
they congratulated each other.

Brussels had been very much downcast over the report
813
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of the victory; and for two day. I had been tormented
by the failure of my efforts to secure permission for Mr.
Alexander J. Hemphill, the New York banker, and
honorary treasurer of the C.R.B., to enter Belgium.He was waitmg at the frontier, and Mr. Hoover, who
was to meet him, and come on with him, had not arrived.
detamed, as we learned a day or so later when they were
at last adimtted. by the naval engagements which made
the North Sea for the moment diflScult to cross.
Von Biasing and von der Lancken were going to Ber-

Iin for Pentecost but the Govemor-General told me thatevemng after dinner that on his return he would give
still more stringent orders to Remedy the ever-recurrent
evil of the seizure of food by German soldiers, and he
explamed that it was difficult to prevent the soldiers
from pilfermg, especially when they came back from the
front to rest in Belgium; they found the chickens and
pigs irresistible.

Having given one dinner, Villalobar promptly irave
another two evenings later, this time in honour of the
Cardinal. The Nonce was there, and Burgomaster Le-
monnier, and M. Francqui, and the Baron Lambert, and
the Baron Janssens, and the Count de Merode, theGrand Mar&hal. and numbers of other gentlemen in
^erautmllement and the table was done in white and
yeUow, the colours of the Holy See. Villalobar wore
his latest decoration, the Grand Cordon of the Order of
Leopold, which the King of the Belgians had bestowed
upon hun on the occasion of his recent visit to La
Panne.

After dinner that evening we wei« having coffee and
cigarettes in one of the »alow,, the one where was hung
the new portrait the Baroness Lambert had just painted
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of the Marquis. M. Francqui and I were standing
apart, and I was leaning against the old sedan chair
which had belonged to Villalobar's grandmother. M.
Francqui was in his humorous mood that evening. He
examined the sedan chair an instant, and then said to
me:

"E»t-ce que vou» peuvea vtmg imagine qu'un de vot
ancStret e$t aJU dtmt 'un machin' comme pa?"
Before I could reply he went on:
"Je le puis, mot; aeulement " and he paused and

stepped around and took his place between the hran-
cardt "—le mien itait id."

f
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COMMEBCE AND COBRUPTIOX

Within two days the town had fully reassured itself
as to the result of the naval battle in the North Sea,and e^arly d.scemed in it a great victory for the Bri^wh. The more the Germans boasted the more were theBelgians convinced that they had sustained a defeat;
they proceeded on the assumption that the Germans
never by any chance told the truth about anything Thenews that Mr Hoover brought was not so entirefy re^
suring. and while the Germans had the undoubt^ ad-vantage there ,s m being the first to claim the victory.

haps for historians fifty years hence, a subject for dis-
cussion If not of dispute. On its very heels, how' ver.came the report of the loss of the Hampshire, and of the
tragic end of Lord Kitchener, and that event had the ef!feet of depressing all spirits. It is much easier for thehuman unagmation. which after all is , very weak andimpotent Amg. to envisage a single, personal, individual
accident than a large and general calamity. In the caseof Kitchener there was something almost personal inthe sense of loss that every one felt, because his fine fig-ure worthy of the best English traditions, had so longheld Its romantic place in the public mind, and his sud-den death, amiounced by the Germans in their a^es
without one generous word of appreciation of his life
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or his character, without one tribute to a brave andchivalrou. foeman who had fallen with hi. armou,W
r:th^" hj:L-r^

^^^ '- •— ^-x*
But there was work, that best of all antidotes to de-

focLtvTwa'A'T;^^^^
*° ^*^«*™» * '^«^' '» -h-:society I was to find the sympathy and comradeship ofa countryman whom I could be proud of and gra efulfor every ay during the long hard months reSng

Inir S' r^^u
^^""- '^'^* ^"^"d™ Vernon Kel?

logg. He had been in Belgium as one of the officials oftheCommission for Relief for a few weeks during thepre^g autmnn. and then had been caUed home by
his duties as professor of biology in Leiand Stanford
Umversity. But now he bad returned, having left Ws

.tl^'Tn !;^
^''*"'''' "^'^'^^ '^' ^^ he ^a3 writ-mg and all his personal interests, to assume the post ofDirector of the Commission. He came at the m^omentwhen his varied and various talents were needed mostNot only did this university professor, this student of

biology, distinguished for his scholarly attainments and
the services he had rendered to science, manage the
details of a vast enterprise that distributed ten million
doUars worth of food every month, but. by his tact, his
discretion, his fine and noble spirit, and his simple,
honest manner, the charm of which was expressed in
his winning smUe. he maintained a harmonious equi-
librium m all the complex relations of the work. Othersm that work were sometimes criticized when they were
not present; Mr. Hoover was. M. Francqui was. Villa-
lobar was, and more than any I am sure, and with more
reason than any, I was, but no one ever had any but
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kindly word* for Vemon KcUogg, and the character that
was hii is an honour not only to hinuelf and to hit coun-
try, at whose service he pUced an intelligent patriotism,
but to the university system of America, among whose
ihtehe was no conspicuous. Dr. Barrows, Dr. AngeU,
Dr. Lucas, the Oxford students, and many others who
came and went, gave the proof of its practical value;
they were the exemplars of its high ideals, and in their
work one could behold, abnost in the very mak-
ing, a standard and a tradition that should make one
feel reassured as to the future of the Republic which in
the trymg ordeal of this gigantic and appalling war came
to have a new meaning, and to fnspire a deeper and more
tender love. As though it were nothing at all, these men.
unused to the counting-house and the market, turned
their hands to the management of a vast and compli-
cated business, one of the biggest, in the mere volume
of Its transactions alone, in the world of our day, andm its objects the most sacred of all.

Vemon Kellogg was the product of that university
system, and he had continued his studies afterwards in
Germwi schools. He knew German, therefore, as he
knew French, perhaps better than he knew French, and
he could talk to the Germans in their own tongue, which
was of great advantage to him and to the work. He
had an innate sense of diplomacy; he was on good terms
with everybody, and, what is more interesting, whetherm the museum of the Solvay Inst ute, where I took him
to see the skeletons of the score of iguanodons and the
ichthyosaures and other animals of the epoch toward
which the world was so enthusiastically reverting, or in
the galon. or in a council of the Powers that were in
Brussels, he was at home. He came, as I have said, at a
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critical time, and he remained throughout all the itormi
we were to weather until the climax came in that greater
•torm which awept ui into the war itielf. and even then
he turned back from England to help us at the very end.
Hii "erviCM m the feeding not only of Belgium, but of
the north of I pance, t should say especially in the north
of * ranee, were of a nature incalculable. He actually
•aved the situation in France. I think it is not an exaJl
geration to wy that the work there would have broken
down and the people have been left to starve, had it not
been for his devotion and his perseverance and his tact,
and yet he did it all so quietly and so modestly that he
never had half the credit he deserved.*
Of course he did not care for credit; it was not that

for which he was working and sacrificing himself and his
career. He and the other men of the C.R.B. had in
themselves their sufficient reward. When Professor
Kellogg came we were in despair as to the continued
and persistent seizures of the indigenous foods which the
German soldiers persisted in making in despite, some-
times we were forced to believe in very defiance, of the
assurances on that score which by such pains and effort*
we had secured from the Governor-General. Von Bis-
smg himself had explained to me that it was difficult to
restrain the appetites of the soldiers when they came
back from the trenches, and doubtless that was true,

' Mr. Kellogg'g little volume, "Hcadquarteri Night" (The Atlantic
Monthly Pres., Boston), i. the best book that I know dealinir with
he condition, in Northern France, and the mentality that directed
the hldeou. and atrocious deed, committed there and in Belgium.
In the few page, of thi. remarkable book, which for sheer literary

onLfe time'.^"*'^'"''*'
^'" ^'""*'^ *"" ~«nP'"«ed aU the agony
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BELGIUM
especiaUy since the officers in immediate command over
them did not care whether they were restrained or not.
The Governor-General had promised me, after Villa-
lobar's dinner that night, to put a stop to this, and he
diu issue more stringent orders, even going so far as to
threaten, no doubt as the heaviest punishment he could
thmk of, to send to the Front aU officers who permitted
these seizures.

But we were learning; it was not altogether the fault
of those soldiers, half crazed by the inferno of Verdun,
nor of their complaisant officers. There was, back in the
labyrinth of the German organization, farther back be-
hmd even the military clique itself, a system, dark, mys-
terious, sinister, well cammflS. working silently and re-
morselessly, through the zentralen.
Up to that time, I may as well confess, I had never

imderstood the zentralen. I do not fuUy understand
them now, but I know more about them than I did,
enough to feel, at any rate, that they were infinitely
more pernicious than the worst of our trusts as viewed
by the popular eye, and without any of their practical
features. I had supposed at first that the zentrale was
sunply another expression of what has been so widely
extoUed in the English-speaking world as German effi-
ciency and genius for organization, but as time went on
I learned more about them. Apparently a mere adapta-
tion of the German theory of mechanical distribution of
product—militarism, socialism and plutocracy working
hand in hand—they were in reality limited companies
to which the Government of occupation granted monop-
olies. That is, the butter zentrale had a. monopoly of
butter, the kartoffehentrale had a monopoly of pota-
toes, when it could get any, and so on, as to all sorts of
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COMMERCE AND CORRUPTION

w?ff• '^^f^*:'^ multiplied; there was a zen-trale for everything, in the end even one for jam. Th^
every case decrees of the Govemor-General forbidding
all trading by others in the article in question. In somfquarters It was said that half the profits they made went

Lfl ? f™r ^ °*^^' '1"'^^^" i* ^« asserted
that they went elsewhere. I know nothing as to the fact,on^y I used to suspect that if muckraking had not g^neout of style occupied Belgiiun might hfve afFordS agood ground for adventure of this sort. It used to beone of our most cherished superstitions, a part indeed of

reform ,n America, that Germans cities were ideallv

them and never had any doubts. untU. myself makingcertam studies in Germany. I was told at the RatSm Dresden, when I innocently inquired what saW themayor was paid, that my question was indiscreS! Ifound some police scandals in Berlin of the familiar kind,

t^ ^n "*^/°'"' peculation, but I assured my-
elf that these mcidents must be exceptional, and, de-termined to be orthodox in reform, went on believing

methods employed m German cities and those that I ob-

Hk- wL ^*r*
°^ *^'**'" Geheimraths in Belgium.

I think they might be better muckraked than our own
I suppose now that German methods impressed us be-

ZV LTl ^°'^'^ '^^ mysterious, and we knew

W.U ^adly govern the city, and govern it with more or
less efficiency, on the same terms. We do not always putour best foot forward. The slightest irregularity ?he
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BELGIUM
least mistoke. is published from the house-tops and cried
abroad. Sometimes, during those dark days in Belgium,
reading the newspapers from home when they were a
month old and their current interest had evaporated.
I would frequently derive the impression that the welkin
was always ringing with denunciations of some one, and
the atmosphere darkened by the flying missUes of the
universal and recriminatory accusation, charge and in-
dictment that is always going on. No doubt it aU has its
effect as a police measure and proves us to be a very
virtuous people, searching out with a remorseless and
unplacable conscience the sins of our neighbors. There
was none of this in German cities, and there was none,
and could be none, in occupied Belgium, and so the
zentralen had pretty much their oWn way.
The managers of any given zentrale, holding as they

did the monopoly, would buy the products of the pro-
ducers, and, to justify its existence, would lay aside from
5 to 20 per cent, of it for Belgian consmnption.
The local brokers, sometimes renegade Belgians, some-
tunes Germans who came into the country to profit by
the situation, would buy that product from the zentrale,
but It was openly said that in order to obtain a stock of
any commodity it was necessary to bribe certain em-
ployees of the zen^ro/e. The brokers were always will-
ing to pay large commission»-a thousand marks for a
stock of sugar was said not to be unusual. The brokers
could easUy afford to pay this because, having a monop-
oly, they could extract from the consumers, who wereamong the easier class in Belgium, what prices they
pleased, and I was told that brokers and the corrupt
officials of the zentralen in this way built up considerable
fortunes. Certain of the Boerenbunds, the Catholic co-
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COMMERCE AND CORRUPTION
operative societies organized generally in the rural dis-
tricts in competition with the co-operatives of the social-
ists, were not able to obtain coal, though they made ap-
plication again and a^ain at the Kohlenzentrale, be-
cause they would not offer bribes or commissions.
The German army was victualled through the central

office at the Brussels known as the Proviant Amt, and
the zentrden worked in close harmony with it, as did
the brokers who were always to be found in the caf^s
around the Bourse. It was not only the brokers who
profited, but certain tradesmen, too. There were, for
instance, butcher's assistants who set up for themselves,
and though they did not sell one pig a week bought fifty
on market day. It was not a violent assumption to con-
clude that the forty-nine pigs went to the Proviant Amt,
and so to the German army. The Proviant Amt, too,
could exercise a great influence on the price, simply by
instructing its agents to cease buyingj the price, of
course, would go down and then the brokers would ob-
tain comers on the products thus affected, whether pork
or sugar or coffee, beans or peas. Snug fortunes were
undoubtedly made in sugar and in coffee as in the clan-
destine manufacture of soap ; so that a man who got rich
during the war came to be called "Baron Zeep"—a soap
baron. The brokers who met, early in the morning and
late in the afternoon, no i. the Bourse, but on the curb-
stone near the Bourse, were for the most part profes-
sional speculators, men who had followed the race-
tracks, habituh of the paru-mutuel. and the like. There
were among them, too, professional thieves, and waiters
in cafes, and the profits they made went the way such
profits generally go, in jewels or to women. These
brokers bought not only of the zentrden but they
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BELGIUM

.^fto 'Z "!^ ^. •*°*' "^^ ^ •>«« hWd^

ported it «,d the CJf. ditrihi^Tt ttev ;Sd ;r'
.nd ™.U towns. And thus patiently the^lSTj^!

stocks whid, they sojd to the brokers. They would h.v.the stocks «nuggled into Bnmels. sold m„« oT k^s^!d«tonely on the curb, .nd the broker would «nd.^^ '"'"«.Pl««: at night and fetch them.

M the frontier, as ,t goes on at aU frontiers. There were«rt«n inns and out^f-thc-way cabaret, wte^ S!jugglers «id the soldiers «,d thercn^s ^^STsort

that had been brought through the efectric wires bv^c«j,vance of the soldiers, and the« dividedZZ^Soldiers, too, used to go to the farms with large bSS
afraid to send them away empty-handed. There was anadditional incentive to smugglinir in the fJ* tfc!*T
forbidden by the G^,J^ "^^^'^^^™
sels or Antwerp as the goal and final market. Womenand young girls from the Quartier de, MJilierS
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to go out into the country and slip back into town at
night with baskets of various farm produce—butter po-
tatoes or flour. They passed the soldiers on sentry duty
by giving them a few marks, and sometimes, so the gos-
sips said, the sentries exacted a payment of a nature more
mdeJicate and indiscreet.

With the German army seizing so many horses Bel-
gium was for a long time a paradise for horse traders,
who, with the versatile adaptability that seemed to dis-
tmguish the horse trader everywhere in the world, prof-
ited by the situation. For a long time they worked in
conjunction with certain German officers said to be sus-
ceptible to bribes, and when a farmer's horse had been
seized or requisitioned by the Germans the traders went
to console the proprietor by selling him another.

It is not a pretty story, and its incidents were made
possible by the complexity -d intricacy of the German
system that stranglea aU ; .es and commerce, and bv
the evU mherent in the time. . Not all the Germans, by
any means, nor all the German soldiers, were corn,
sentinels, as I have shown, were constantly stalkfnu
smugglers in the Foret de Soignes, stopping the trams
at Quatre Bras, searching the women for potatoes and
various produce, herding them off to prison, now and
then shooting down dead in his tracks a wildly fleeing
carrier of contraband.

The young men of the C.R.B. could tell the story in
more enlightening detail than I can, for they were in
daily contact with its unfolding. They came to have a
greater understanding of German methods, too. and they
must have expressed it in their gay, youthful way in the
song they composed in that affectionate fun they were
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BELGIUM
always having with Hermancito, the chorus of which
ran

When Bulle U the King of Mexico,

We'll all have good potitioni

And lire on requiiitions.

When Bulle ia the King of Mexico.



XXIX
!• "i

SAVmo THE GOLF UNK8

It was. therefore, not alone with pilfering soldiers
that the work of the ravitaOlement had to contend, it
was with an army of brokers, speculators, smugglers,
knaves of all sorts who were trafficking in the misery and
suffering of the land. We did our best, but we could
not overcome with any means at our command the wily
efforts of such a band; even old von Bissing, strive how
he would, could not thwart them. On our constant and
reiterated complaints, they were arrested and punished
by the Germans; they were arrested and prosecuted by
the Belgian courts; they were pursued by the Depart-
ment of Inspection and Control of the Commission, un-
der the direction of Mr. Joseph C. Green; but it was
like contending with the rising tide of the sea. For such
dark, subterranean systems of corruption there is no
cure anywhere but the iUuminating influence of pub-
licity, and with conditions as they were in Belgium it was
impossible to let in the purifying, antiseptic light. We
struggled in despair, but we could never obtain, so far
as the native foods were concerned, the results we were
so proud of in the case of the imported food products.
1 he lossm these was a smaU fraction of one per cent ; no
business anywhere could show such a result, no Govern-
ment could conduct its customs houses with such a near
approach to perfection. That was due, of course, to the
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BELGIUM
fact that the imported foods were always in the hands
of the C.R.B. or the C.X. until they went into the Bel-
gian stomachs, but we despaired of ever producing such
ideal results with the native products, which we never
touched and could not control.

Again and again we made representations as to the
abuses to be attributed to the zentralen; there were in
the Grerman administration those who did not hesitate
privately to recognize their evil, and in the limited cir-

cles where such things were known they became a scan-
dal, but nothing was done, and under the zivUvenoal-
tung new zentralen were codstantly organized. There
was always occult power, some real authority stronger
than the apparent authority, some hidden spring of gov-
ernment, which we could not reach, much less dislodge.
That month of June brought a series of incidents vary-

ing in their importance from a discreet and tentative
effort, quite unsuccessful, to secure the release of Pro-
fessor Firenne and Professor Fred6ricq, to an attempt,
almost equally ineffectual, to protect the property of the
Bell Telephone Company at Antwerp. It was in charge
of Mr. Clayton, and the Germans had seized much of
it, giving their written engagement to pay its appraised
value; they paid a portion of the sum, and then when-
ever Mr. Clayton tried to secure payment of the rest the
German in charge of that business lashed himself into a
fury, and fumed, and spluttered, and delivered a long
harangue about Americans selling munitions to the Al-
lies. Fond as they were of war, as devoted to it on prin-
ciple, and as sure of the benefits it confers on the race,

they seemed to prefer, as a condition for its exercise, an
opponent without arms. One of the C.R.B. delegates
for the north of France, who were always subjected to
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^'v^^.",^T*^*»'
y^^^ »« «"»* * Gennan officer struck

aa English officer, just made prisoner, across the face
with his sword, and when the subject was discussed at the
officers mess that evening the Germans pressed the
American to approve «,em when they insisted that theGerman officer had conducted himself as a gentleman.

ff^«"»n of my acquaintance was one day sum-moned by a German officer to one of the departments in

,^i;r i "?? •"^*"^ *° * P"'°^"^ «"d humiliating
scene; the German, m an unrestrained passion, abused
him throughout a whole hour for a mistake for which,
as the German well knew, another, and not he. was re-
sponsible. The Belgian gentleman endured it all in si-

!ir;a1^1y?'"
*^' ^"^"'* '^' ^^ ^°™ "-^^ -*'

"You are not pnerous, sir; I am a prisoner here; I
must endure much that I would not endure in other cir-
cumstances."

It WM in that month of June that soldiers under com-mand of an officer of the Terveuren garrison entered the
golf club at Bavenstein. They marched in one morning,
and, perhaps miagining that the bunkers were trenches,
began some sort of a drill in them. I spoke of the mat-
ter at the Pohtische Abteilung and orders were issued
forbidding the soldiers to enter there. A week latert^rman troops, under command of an officer, entered
again, and drove mules all over the putting-greens I
appealed again and the orders were repeated. Not long
afterward the soldiers were again on the course, under
the command of an officer, making charges over the
greens and practising raids in the bunkers. I went once
more to the Politische Abteilung. carefully explained
that a golf course was the result of long years of seeding,

829
*

- k'

Hi

m
Ji

"! I



BELGIUM
of Pj«nting, of constant care, that the work of years
could be destroyed in an hour. There were in the en-
virons of Brussels, besides the vast plains where the Bel-
gian amiMJs had been drilled and manoeuvred, many
fields that could be used for drilling, and I asked oncemore that the golf dub be protected; I produced an
effect, however, only when I was fortunate enough to
remember the deeds of the suffragettes on the golf links
of England and as the Germans did not like the com-
parison this had its impression. In the end, through the
coniprehension of Count von Moltke, who was acting
in Baron von der Lancken's absence, I was fortunatem securing explicit orders that thereafter prevented a
repetition of the offense, and one of the most beautiful
golfcourses on the continent, a gift of Leopold II, was
sparecla

They did not spare much, to be sure; they were just
then taking a census of the fish in the fish ponds in Bel-
gium, m Itself another complication because fish wereby analogy, covered by the food guaranties. Again,'we were especially concerned just then about the babies
It was partly m their interest that Mr. Hoover, follow-
ing Dr. Lucas s visit, had just come again into Belgium.
There was a difficulty about mUk; the C. N. had Ionsmamtamed a model farm which provided milk for un-

Holland but this had long since been unequal to the de-mand, which was constantly increasing with the spread
of misery The Countess John d'Oultremont was carry-mg on almost unaided an excellent charity; with theGennans permission she would assemble hundreds of
children and take them to Holland and there give thema fortmght s outing at Scheveninghen-by-the-Sea But
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2**^""^".
**lt

^^ <^^dition» can never keep pace
witi, poverty m the world, even when the world I n^mal. and poverty m Belgium, and all its accompanying
evah, was increasing beyond the power of a/effortfmade to re«st its ravages. Mr. Hoover succeeded in an^easure m mcreasmg the supply of milk, and just be-
fore he went away after that visit he told me with tears

t wil *rr* ^' P'"''"*' '" ^^^^ ^'^ «-d that »in^U was the Americans who asked it they would give their

Miss Lamer about this time was called home to her
duties m the Department of State at Washington, andher gomg made the work in the Legation harder. She

L™^" « *i^^.T'°" ^°^ ""'"'^y t'^^ y""; »he had

we aU regretted her departure. I had had no SecVetory

ll^r 'T ^'^" ™* "^«y' -»d no'^ I had to

vSl^Tf^ *° '" *^' ^'^*^"'' °^ *^« ^«««t'°n work.

the sudden news hat the Baroness had fallen ill in Paris.was able to obtam a lau,ez.pas»er and to go to Paris.War gives a new meaning to partings and adds to the
onehness of those who remain behind. Belgium, as I
think I have made clear, was like a prison in its atmos-
phere; love it how we would, and loath as we were aUof us to leave, we nevertheless looked with envy on thosewho went away because to us it seemed that all on theother side of the line must be brighter than on our side;our friends there, as we supposed, knew more of events,hey had news and information, much to encourage

Jt^""i r "i^
'^'^ ^'""'^'^ '^« atmospherelf

liberty. Slowly and reluctantly we were beginning to
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BELGIUM
•djuit ounelret to the idea of a long war; for a long
while we would indulge ounelvei in the illuiion that it
would loon end

: we would fix a date, generously in the
future, «ymg thii winter will be the last, it will end in
the spnng: m the spring we would nay it wiU end in the
autumn, it cannot last another winter; for tasks are
lighter and difficulties easier to bear when there is a
definite term fixed for them. But we had been often
deceived, and difficult as it is for human beings in this
world to learn from experience, we were beginning to
admit that it was impossible to see, to foreteU, the end.

Ihe Belgians were somewhat encouraged by the re-
ports of the Russian advance that summer, and when
the Germans would not permit the Dutch newspapers
to enter they were more than ever persuaded that it waa
serious

; but in Belgium nothing changed; the duU,
atoiost hopeless existence dragged on as before. There
were the usual court martials and condemnations and
shootmgs. Yet the BruxeUois were persistently hope-
ful; one of them, when I asked him one day what the
news was, remarked, with a twinkle in his eye that
showed his humorous appreciation of the amiable opti-
miam of the town:

"Oh, let nouveUet »ont tettement bonnet qu'on n'ote
pat en parlerr

It was curious to note how deeply all the Germans
were impregnated with the spirit of hatred; even the
mdmdual soldiers seemed to be affected by it; they were
generally morose and melancholy, they smiled seldom,
but strode along with suUen or sad expressions, and at
sight of the little flagon my motor scowled, and now and
then. If they were in companies, even jeered. I was sel-
dom, mdeed almost never, personally made to feel this
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hatred by thow with whom I had dealings; theie was al-
ways the correctness of the diplomatic attitude; but it
made the daily task more difficult to know that the feel-
ing was nevertheless there, and that Americans were
rapidly succeeding the English as the objects of Ger-
man animosity, and the latest subjects of the German
prayer, "Gott strafe Ameriha." ...
One Sunday I had gone to the country for the day,

and while there two Belgians came to see me. They were
dressed in their Sunday blacks, and they revealed their
mission with formal phrases, and with many apologies
for disturbingme in my selfish outing, and yet they werem an agony of distress which all their careful manners
and all their formal phrases would not conceal. Poor
joulsl I felt a great pity for them. It was for their
brother that they came; he was at that moment under
sentence of death. The case was that of Herv6 Ameels,
condemned for trahUm de guerre, and a more desperate
case could not be imagined. The young man had been
m Holland and safe, and he came to the frontier to try
by some means to send word to a friend in Belgium.
At the frontier he spoke with a German sentinel who
seemed friendly; the German, learning from Ameels
his desire, told him to go into his booth and telephone.
Ameels stepped across the frontier, and there, on Bel-
gian soil, was at once arrested by the sentinel and sent
to Antwerp. On his person the Germans found docu-
ments, the plan of an aviation field at Ghent, some
statistics as to troops, and the names of two conspira-
tors at Ghent. The supreme folly of Ameels made hi
fate no easier for his friends to bear, and they came in
numbers to implore my aid. And while I did. of course,
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BELGIUM
ask mercy for him, it was, of course, refused and the
sentence executed.

These were not the only tragedies. I have the mem-ory of a sweet-faced English woman, married long be-
fore the war to a German who. at the time of the ro-
mance, was prospering in business in England. They

tT I r^'" ^ "'"''*'5^ ""** ^^'^ «^«'n« on well.Ihe husband was an officer in the reserves in the Ger-man army, and when the war came on he was ordered to
Belgium, and took his wife and children with him. Itwas not long before the husband neglected his wife, be-gan to hate her. he said, because she was Eu^flish. The
children, two httle boys, were placed in one of the Ger-man schools which the Germans opened in Belgium, and
there they were tortured by the German boys who
taunted them with their English birth. Then the hus-
band abandoned his wife, and she had but one hope, one
desire, and that was to regain her lost England with her
boys and have them reared as English. I tried to obtain
pennission for her to return to England, but faUed in
that, ton, as m so much else in those times so sadly out
of joint. The Germans would not permit her to leave
Belgium because she was English, and the English
would not permit her to enter England because shewas German. ... Day after day she came to the Le-
gation, and the two boys leaned against her knees whUe
the tears kept ever welling to her eyes. . . ,



XXX

THE queen's hospital

As I cast my memory back over that cold and rainvsummer of 1916 it seems to have been relati^ cZ
I'^TZ'i'rrr '^ ^^'^- -^^ «'™-
n^£? ; ^ ' '" ^^ '^ °^«'' ™y notes I find re-

Sa s
" ^4rT *? 7«*"-l^^ed Germans." "En-

tbnaie" 2" ^Tf ^.''"^'^^«'" "La Banque Na-

us th^; V " '"*' ^^'^^ "* ^''^ '"«'"«"* in^ted inus their vanous emotions of indignation or despair. Ido not know why those days should have left an impres-sion of comparative peace; perhaps it was becau^^thesun had deserted us in June and left us to the monotony

Britl""!""*
"" "'"'^ •" *^^ P'^*"-«<l»e speech ofBrussels IS known as h drache mtionale; perhaps it wasbecause I was recovering from the lameness Lt h^kept me practically immobile for so long. And th^there 18 the mysterious and gracious process of foririv-ing Tune itself, which kindly and considerately oSI-

erates in memory the ugly and the painful, and leaves anunpression from which the scarsId blotches Le 2
Z 'Hf r*""?*'

^""^ *^" ^^'^"^ *»>«' Pertains to allthat can be classed as auld lang syne. There was. too.what I can never forget, the kindness of my Belgian
friends, the memory of whose gracious hospitality shallbe one of tl^ consolations to the end of my days. Thereare recollections of pleasant hours in the old chateau oj
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BELGIUM
Baron Janssen at Wolvendael, and in the homes of those
dearest of friends, the Josse AUards, de Sinijay, the de
Beughoms, and others; they need the jottings in any
journal to recall them to mind.
And yet, glancing over the entries for almost any day,

I am reminded of much that would like to be recorded;
and as I write I have the uncomfortable sensation that
this record is growing much too long. For instance, turn-
ing to the first day of that month of July I find, in ad-
dition to the usual problems that each day brought, jot-
tings such as, "the Russians have made another ad-
vance"; "le Rotterdamsche"—which meant the Rotter-
dam newspapers—"did not come in to-day"—always a
sign of good news for the Allies; "fifty persons arrested
and taken to St.-Gilles"—which portended new cases of
trahison de guerre, more women's tears, more futile
d-marches at the Politische AbteUung; and "no peas to
be sold after to-day," etc

These were rather commonplace and typical entries;
there are others which as I read them now seem incred-
ible; I could scarce believe them had I not written them
down at the time. For instance, the afi^air of the nat-
uralized Germans; that of itself is a little chapter in the
history of those times that would test the credence of
any one reared under Anglo-Saxon institutions. I
found it, or the problem it raised, awaiting me when I
returned to the Legation in the afternoon of that first
day of July, after a drive to Ravenstein where my wife
and I liked to have our tea on the lawn when the weather
was fine, or, when it was not fine, in the dining-room of
the chateau, the window of which gave on to a little

garden where the bowers bloomed gaily, ju|^ as though
there were no war anywhere.
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THE QUEEN'S HOSPITAL
A memorial addressed to the Governor-General,

signed by all the personages in the capital, protesting
against the incorporation in the German army of young
men who, bom in Belgium of German parents, had
opted for Belgian nationality, had been left there with
the request that I present it to the German authorities.
There is an almost inexhaustible interest in the con-

templation of the power of phrases, which are facts as
solid as any, and out of their relation or in the wrong
place become irritating foreign bodies like sand in ma-
thinery, or pebbles in shoes. I was referred to in the
official correspondence with the Germans over the ra-
vitaiUement as Protecting mmster—Mimstre Protec-
teut^which I was, as far as the ravitaillement was con-
cerned. But the phrase got abroad and amplified itself,
as phrases wiU, and, in that confusion as to the powers
and duties of diplomatic officials that exists everywhere
and causes even editors to use the words Ambassador,
Minister, Consul, interchangeably, it transpired in time
that I was the Ministre Protecteur, not only of the ravi'
taUement but of Belgium, and of every one in it.

One morning I had a caller in the person of a withered
little man in black from Verviers, who came to report to
me that the youngmen of German birth in his town, who
had become Belgian citizens under the Belgian law, had
been ordered by the Germans to report for duty in the
German army. The little man was greatly excited and
could not understand why I did not interfere at once and
put a stop to what he considered an outrage and a fla-
grant violation of international law, as indeed it was, if
such a thing as international law could be said to exist
any more in the world.
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BELGIUM
"Mai9 vous ite» notre Minutre Protecteurr he wouldargue again and again.

rJi* ^f -I^u*"*!^
*^° ^P^^' "'^"g*^ «» often offl.«aUy d^ed by the German authorities, that Belgians

were to be meorporated in the German army. But anevent had occurred that led people to believe that after
all there might be much in the declared intention, and
there was not only a new sensation, there was a new ter-

Z^^T ,f*^T'^?'^tVerviers. in the orronrfiwe.

Tn r n'""^^^''
""'^ '° Luxembourg, many young men

moTJ * r"ir" ?/'""*' °° ^"^S'"^" ^'1 h'^d been smn-

Zl^u. thf MeWeamt. ,vhere they were informed thatno withstandmg the fact that they had opted for Belgian
nationality, they had not thereby lost their German na-

Gemrnn Empu-e. They had been forced on the spot to

aHowili *1? P^y^I'^i!''""'"'^*'""'
^""^ *'^«« provisionally

sISt'd'ut ^'^ "'"^ "^'^ ""^ *° ^

a nL^T^^ ^\^^7 °^ **'^ *'°«P'' *^ Germans citeda new law. of July 22, 1918. which became effectiveJanuary 1. 1914. defining the method whereby German

ttmgs. that German citizens who should become citizens

In K
^^'j;*" "»*»°» thereby lost their German citizen-

ship, but the Gennan claim was that aU Germans who

n^r^"
J'^turalized as citizens of any foreign Power

liiZ t'/'^""*^
^' 191*. when this law went into

effect, had not come within its purview-that is. had notbmi as It were, authorized to divest themselves of theirCarman citizenship, and so had not lost and wbuld not
Jo«e their German quality, but remained German citi-
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unUiMd M American citions before the year loiliWaa tte hour to c«„e when some Ge™,«"rtStaff wou d aunanon aU of them to duty unto 4eblack, white and red flag!
'

The memorial that was given to me to present wasan able document, which while citing this Wimd re«™ng to certain German legal opinlns haTw^ o^Po«d to the TOW that the authorities just thentlw ft

G^many ajd byi^l^T^^f^t^^
St ?^' ."" '* *" ""tended that thereby then^t of option for nationality, prescribed by theBeLl

«.U.e<^rn«mrrairmtS™ro?'nSrt

optS'fofpTf.r&d'^.t^^^
citi^ns. According to international laTTh a pfaT

uUhTcrr^' " rr^^ complete dW^sh!^

were rir^ ^ """"l
^'^"'"°*

'
'* ^'^^ ^^at such men

Sr^.^T''
"*'"""' ^'^"^ *^^'' ^«the" had been

arms for the German Empire. There were hundreds of

pSsTd?"™^ ^"^^ ^^^^'^' young m^n who eparents had come from Germany to Belgium, there to
839
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BELGIUM
be welcomed by the hospitality of a kindly, generouspeople to found their homes, to make their fortS^^^d
to rear tiieu- famdies. The sons of these folk had neverknown Germany, most of them had never seen it; their
nterests, their associations, their friends, their sympa-

in fh « ,

?'*° ™»«°"««ty5 ™«ny of them had served

ii^ 1^*? ""''' '"*^ ^^^° *« ^«" ^"ne on theyhad been loyal to Belgium. Now they suddenly fomid
themselves confronted with impressment in the German
army, after which they would be marched to the Frontand forced to fight against those with whom their heartsand hopes were united.

The memorial presented in' its formal and legal as-
pect. the problem that was presented to me some days
ater m ,ts human aspect. One morning a young man
sat before me m my room, and with feelings hfcould
scarce y control begged me to do something for him.He sat there fixmg his dark eyes upon me cad nervous-
ly elaspmg and unclasping his hands as he talked. Hewas a young lawyer, akeady weU known at the Brus-
sels bar, and he had felt before the war that he had a
career before him. And now—
in 7rl' ^"

f^'
"*^?''" ^^ ^' 'P'^^^ »»" h«»d« wide

wentC^/lw"''''"' ^"f
"" ""^ ^ ^''^^'' ^-went on. I grew up m Belgium

;
I went to school and

college m Belgium; my friends, my associations, my
sympathies are all Belgian ; I took the oath of alleg^ani
to Belgium; I am a Belgian citizen; I am a BelSan."He paused a moment, mastering an emotion. "I ^rvedm the Garde Civique; I pursued my law studies here; Iwas admitted to the Bar. For awhile I occupied a pub-he position m the Belgian judicial service. And now
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It was of course officially no affair of mine, as a repre-

Z^ir °' " °'"*™^ ^*^"^^' "^^ *»>« ^«<^ that theTe^
tions ofmy own country with Germany were very much^bramed only made my position aU the m'rlSatt
f^ J*t *^'; *°°' ^^^ ^'"^taiUement, which meantfood for the people, the very life of the Belgian nation.

e^S^.r^'^ '^^'^y °"" ""^* ^^'^^^ ^°^ to be in-

'^t^X """"l
^''?'*^'' ^^^^^ «^*» then shouting

wSr 5' ''"^""•"««'" There was no ground olwhich I could protest against the action that the German

f^ISn .iP^P""!^ *° *'^^^- I ^^ «>°»tantly con-fronted by that embarrassment so familiar to personsof ptAhc responsibility; each caller beholds his o^
trouble. ,s preoccupied by his own personal problem, con-
siders It quite naturally the only ^d the most imp^rt^tproblem m the world, and can not understand why ^e
oult

P!"°^?'» '^^t instantly isolate it as the one diffi-culty outstandmg m the world; he can not understand,and ,t ,s impossible to make him understand, that in re-
lation to other problems which it may affect it is not im-
portant.

«n?°>r'''u*^j'f.
"^"y conferences with the Belgians

lu^^i ?r" ^°" ^'' ^^""'^''^ '^hout it and per-suaded hmi without much difficulty. I must admi^ to

Z'lLtr*"*- "^'^ °^^ *=°"^'*^°" '^^ imposed w«
that the Belgians present their own memorial, and thishey ultimately did. I believe that the Germa^sTd no
in 1st on the matter in the end; one of them told me tha
after all they mtended only to take a census of young
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BELGIUM
men whowere thus situated, and I believe my lawyer
with the German name and the Belgian citizenship was
permitted to remain in Belgium.*
The question of the engrait was one that gave us

endl«s difficulty. It was not causing the comment just
then m Brussels that other and more dramatic questions
were, as, for mstance, the offensive of the English and
t rench, which had its reaction as far in the rear as Brus-
scls, where extra sentinels were posted everywhere, or as
the Russian advance, or the Austrian retreat, or the ques-
tion of the young naturalized Germans, or the story of
an aeroplane that had flown pver the city in the night
or the fantastic tale that the German Emperor had come
to Brussels and had had a meeting in the Palais d'Aren-
berg with ViUalobar, and that the Marquis had there-
upon gone forth to arrange peace. Engrais was not so
sensational, but it had possibaities-H>f ammoma, for

I have .face been fafonned that a certain number of naturali.ed
Belgian subject, of German birth, .ome young, .ome old, were by
force incorporated fa the German army. While the German occi-
pant. .eemed fa the year 1916, the time of which I write, to have
renounced all fatentlon to apply their theory, it wa. fa the foUow-
tog year resumed. In the month, of September and October 1917
placard, were po.ted fa nearly aU the Belgian ci^ie. orderfag per-'

ZL ?"!! "f
""'"*^' »'«* «^ Germ«. extr.cdon, and thL ofGerman birth who had acquired Belgian nationality," to pre.ent

tte Germn .„ny. The Belgian Government .elicited the interven-
tion of tte Pope and of the Kfag of Spain, both of whom made
reprcentation. to the 0. .^an Government The German authori-

ng ''v L f^'°"* *^'*' '*«''* *" *«=•* German, who had become
nafara^jaed .ubject. or dti.en. of other land. a. liable to .IXunder^e German flag, abandoned, at lea.t temporarUy, the project.
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THE QUEEN'S HOSPITAL
instwce: taking engrau to Gennany, the scientists there
could extract the ammonia and with it make munitions
of war. We discovered this one day by chance, and
thereafter had long consultations to bring the engraU
within the guaranties protecting Belgian products.
There was always some such problem in the ravitaiOe-

ment. Coffee was scarce, and just then burned wheat
was being sold as a substitute, and wheat was needed
for bread. The Germans, when we approached them on
this matter, delighted to have a new subject for the ex-
ercise of their talent of organization, said that they
would at once create a new zentrale to control the
burned wheat, and in the despair that such methods pro-
duced I told them that if they continued they would un-
doubtedly have a superb organization for ravitaiUement.
but nothing to eat.

The question of la Banque Nationale was intrinsically
more mteresting, since it concerned that product at once
the most necessary and the most contemptible known to
man—money. At the outbreak of the war, as I have
said, the Banque Nationale transferred all its funds to
London, because several of the branch establishments of
the bank in various vilkges of Belgium had been entered
by German soldiers and their funds seized at the point
of guns. When the German authorities asked the
Banque Nationale to reopen its doors and to resume the
transaction of business, the directors cited these instances
of brigandage as reasons for not complying with the
request, and von der Goltz Pacha gave the Banque a
written promise to the effect that if the doors were re-
opened the institution would not be molested. On the
strength of this assurance, then, the Banque Nationale
threw open its doors, but it threw them open to trouble,
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which promptly entered in the fonn of the representa-
tives of the Bank Abteilung. The difficulties that were
harassing the directors that summer were primarily
connected with the contribution of war imposed on Bel-
gium. This contribution had been fixed in 1914 at
40.000,000 francs a month, and the sum was augmented
each year until for 1917 it had attained 60,000,000
francs a month. The nine provinces of Belgium had
been ordered to issue bonds to pay this contribution, and
ttus the provincial councils had refused to do; then the
Germans removed the Belgian provincial governors; in-
st^ed German governors {PraridetUen fur Zivilver-
v«ltungen) in their pkce, and issued the bonds them-
selves m the name of the provinces and had the Prasi-
denten sign them. These bonds having thus been issued,
the private banks of Brussels were ordered to buy them,
«id when they refused, they were informed that the
Bank Abteilung would sequestrate and liquidate their
property, and apply the assets to the purchase of the
honds. Pkced thus between the alternative of buying
the bonds or of being wrecked, the banks bought the
bonds. The Germans ordered them to pay for the
bonds in marks, and these marks were thereupon de-
posited by the oflJcials of the Bank Abteilung in the
Banque Nationale, which was ordered to issue against
them an equivalent amount of Belgian banknotes. This
was donfr-under the usual menaces—and then the
Banque Nationale was ordered not to pay out these
marks, but to keep them in its vaults. Thus, in the
course of time, millions of paper marks were accumu-
lated m the vaults of the old buildings there in the Rue
de Ligne behind Ste.-Gudule, several mUlions of marks
that represented deposits. Then, early in July, 1916,
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the chief of the Bank Abteihmg. von Lumin, who.e
atUe beUum visit to Brussela and to the Banque Na-
tionale has already been referred to, ordered the Banque
Nationale to transfer, against a receipt from his de-
partaent, aU those millions of marks to the Reich Bank
at Berlm. The directors of the Banque Nationale, as
patriots, refused. Von Lumm became more and more
insistent, and, persuasion having failed, began to men-
ace the directors with various punishments if they did
not yield.

'

It was a troubled group of financiers that assembled
day after day about the council table in the directors'
chamber of the bank and discussed the problem that con-
fronted them. They had prepared solemn protests and
had made representations. The financial situation of the
country, already so seriously compromised, was more
and more threatened; there were rumours; other banks
were feanng like measures and already there had beenman runs on them; frightened depositors were begin-
ning to withdraw their accounts; and in the midst of
aU this the Bank Abteilung demanded of every bank in
Brussels a list of its depositors, with the amounts to the
credit of each, and especially of foreign depositors.
Then one day came a demand from von Lumm that

500,000.000 marks be immediately transferred to Berlin.
The directors of the Banque Nationale formally refused;
If the Bank Abteilung wished that amount of funds it
would have to teke it at the point of a gun.
Von Lumm hesitoted. and there, for the time being,

the matter stood. It was, of course, no official concern
of mine, though from youth I had had the uncomfort-
able habit of being stirred to indignation and. too often
perhaps, to protestation by the numerous spectacles of

845

i

i

I
i

• -i.'i

k III

Mlr-f,

•V.W
^m^

lilE



f.\

.jil
/

li

'

i :

I

BELGIl/M

injuitice that this life preients, I could turn to other
things.

A*, for instance, the incident of the Queen's Ambu-
lance. Anything connected with the Queen of the Bel-

.
gians acquires something of the interest, something of
the delicate charm of Her Majesty's personality, and
thus one morning in July—the 10th, as my notes re-
cord it—when certain gentlemen came to tell me that the
Germans were about to toke over the Queen's Ambu-
lance, and to ask my assistance, I was at once not only
interested, but moved.
When I speak of the Queen's Ambulance I mean, of

course, the hospital that Her Majesty had instaUed in
the Royal Pahwe at the outbreak of the war. It would
be more correct to say that the Palace had been trans-
formed into a hospital, and a very krge hospital, for the
whole of it, save the private apartments of the royal fam-
ily, had been made over into wards, with long rows of
white beds and numerous operating theatres, all fitted
out with the latest appliances of modem surgery. Her
Majesty had done me the honour to show me through it
herself only a few days before she left for that noble
exUe in the bleak, yellow dunes where the first of her
royal spouse's dynasty had set foot on Belgian soil.
Through aU those stately halls she had passed, down
the rows of cots, their white coverlets thrown back for
the occupants who were at that moment in full health,
awaiting the fate that was about to send them there to
suffer and to die; there was a little Belgian flag on
each cot.

"The children put them there," Her Majesty had said,
with that faint, exquisite smile.

I never passed the Palace without thinking of that
846
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d^. without thinking of thote little Belgian fl«gg on the
white cotf. and of "the children." The flags were not
there when I went to visit some British wounded prison-
era; nor would the Belgian flag that used to Hod over
the PaUce greet my eyes when I passed, ahru, . ihiiy.
I used to wonder when I should see it there o/ lin. wh ,,

ping out the edges of its brightly colourerT hxrs m t}.-
wind; sometimes I would invent a hopr. or at e . l .i

pleasure, in imagining the brilliant seen. tJu vi.je v..
cant Place, the grill, and the broad fa?ari oftht ; id c
the Guides again, and the Lancers, the Caral).,.,ev> Je
Neuviime de la Ligne, and aU the other gal'ui.' u -i-
ments, and the King, tall and broad, with his sln-nle
manner, and the Queen, and the children, and Uu .

' ,f

crowd, and the wild huzzas and the tears, and men fall-
ing down dead for very joy, as once more that standard
of the honour of nations, the flag of black and yeUow
and red, was run up the royal staff to announce to man-
kind that justice had returned once more to the earth.
Then we would take up life where we left it off on that
hideous day, and be happy. . . .

Happy? But things never come to pass in this life as
we pUn them; and the scene of my impressions could
not be as I miagined it. The flag wiU go back there some
day, or else there is no meaning or order in the miiverse,
but we shall not take up life where we left it off; that
was only a fond, persistent dream that sustained many
through years of the horrors of the Occupation. Life is
change, and what it once was it can never be again; it
will be other, and let us hope better, than the old; but
It will be for the children of a generation that will not
know war. and not for us, any more than for those mu-
met who hobbled on canes or swung on crutches up and
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BELGIUM
down behind the high gUded grills on sunny afternoon..

too, shaU be among the mutilh, even we of the
rear, hobbhng on, with broken illusions and frustrated
hopes, to the end of our short days
The flag was no longer there over the Palace; instead

there floated the white flag with the red cross; and all
the Palace windows, once so mysterious, stami blank
with whitened panes on which the red cross of Genevawas painted; and at the entrance there were those ugly
sentry boxes of the Germans, striped black, white «id
red, mcongruous blotches of colour aU foreign to the
scene, and German sentinels in that dirty field grey, sul-
len, morose, with ugly glances, far other than those
Grenadiers m their taU bearskins, who used to present
arms when we drove in. . . .

*!,^u ''^' °° *^** ^onrng in July, my callers told me
T* u iPt™""' ^''^ °'^^'«^ *« h*»Pit*l to be closed.
It should be said, to the credit of the Germans, that
they had always respected the Royal Palace; their flair
never floated from its roof. But the order to dismantle
might be. so it was feared, but the precursor of the
entrance that had been so long dreaded. There had been
innumerable Red Cross hospitals in Brussek at the out-
break of the war; many a handsome house was thus
transformed. The Red Cross flag flew everywhere;
there were those so determined either to extend to others
Its privileges, or to avail themselves of its protection, that
they had it painted on their roofs. The Germans m time
had ordered all these red crosses down, and in place of
the hundreds of ambuknces which they denote they es-
tablished four large hospitals, one in the Palais des
Academies, one in the Avenue de la Couronne. one in
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THE QUEEN'S HOSPITAL
the Place Daily at the Caserne Baudcin. and another.
If I remember weU. in the H6pital de Schaerbeek.
I broached the subject of the Queen's Ambulance to

von der Lancken that day there ih the Louis XVI »alon
after we had disposed of other matters. He was in full
uniform, I remember, and wore his decorations, for the
Governor-General was lunching with him that day. I
asked him if it were .true that they were about to dis-
mantle the Queen's Ambulance.
"Mau, aul" And he went on to give me the varied

reasons why it should be done; the four large hospitals
were ample for the needs of all the wounded brought to
Brussels; in the hospital at the Palace for a long time
there had been only a small group of Belgian wounded
who could as well be cared for in one of the other hos-
pitals. There was no argument to oppose to his logic;
he was surreptitiously glancing at the little watch on his
wnst

;
It was near the hour for luncheon and the Gover-

nor-General might arrive at any moment. And yet I
detained him long enough to say that it was to be regret-
ted; I told him about the children and the flags on the
cots; and then-it was the Queen's hospital, and after all
one had a certain feeling about those things that apper-
tamed to a Queen; there was the question of taste; ca
neseratt pas chic; but, of course, nothing to be done.
At the word chic von der Lancken looked up and re-

flecting a moment, said:

"Fous avez raiaon."

And he made a note on a piece of paper.
As I went out into the courtyard the Governor-Gen-

eral was entering; I had a glimpse, like an impression-
istic pamtmg, of the grizzled old General, his collar of
white broadcloth and the red facings, the decorations
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BELGIUM
dwigling at his throat, his great clanking sabre, his staff
officers trailing along behind.
And when three days later Lancken told me that the

order had been revoked, and that the Queen's hospital
would not be disma«itied. I was glad to thank him, and to
congratulate him on iaving been chic.
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\ f^.*°?! *° ** """^ ^^ Lancken that day to pre-sent to hun Mr. AJbert Billings Ruddock, the new Sec-
retary of Legation, whose coming was such a relief tome. He had been a secretary in our Embassy at Ber-
Im, and his acquamtance with the German language, hisknowledge of German ways, no less than hS^vSl
abilities, made lum an invaluable aid. He and hischarming «afe made life less difficult in a thousand ways,and It was our good fortune, too. just at that time, to be
abfe to we come Mrs. Vernon Kellogg to Brussels. Shehad come to jom her husband, and it was her distinction

?«Ti «T ^ T*" ''^*'' "^^''^"y comiected with theC.K.B. She made an especial study of the charity that

TJT*^ t°"^
^^ *^" ^°"^" °^ ^'^^' «nd she de-

Im^ '•^'^^VS'P^^gly to furthering it. and to workamong the children, and in her Belgium found a de-voted friend whose tireless efforts for Belgium have
never ceased, and have produced the largest results ingaining sympathy for Belgimn's cause. These good
fnends did much to sustain our spirits, drooping then
as spirits must m such an atmosphere, without respite or'
relief or holiday of any kind.

^

July brought our national holiday, and we had our
celebration of the Fourth with the same ceremoniesZhad marked that of the preceding year. All day the
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people of Brussels came and left cards and flowers, and
signed the book. M. Lemonnier, the Burgomaster, and
his 6chevins, came and the Burgomaster with tears in

his eyes made a little speech of felicitation, speaking
with deep feeling of the work of the Commission and of
what America had done. These days were full of tbe
excitement and the hope created by the battle of tte
Somme; we could hear the thunder of the mighty guns,
and Brussels was anxious to believe that they were
sounding her deliverance.

Anniversaries, however, were acquiring a significance

that was saddening, since they served to remind us that

the war was lasting long; "fa dure" the Belgiuis would
say.

We had all the m«i of the C.R.B. to luncheon again
on that Fourth of July, and in the little speech they in-

sisted on my making I expressed to them the pleasure I
felt in these annual gatherings, and when I said that as
we gathered there year after year, the bonds that united
us, etc., they gave a groan, and, as determined and neu-
tral optimists, insisted that the war would soon be over.

The delegate from Liege, Mr. Arrowsmith, brou^t
word to me of the terrible plight of the Russian pris-

oners, two thousand of them, whom the Germans had
taken into the Province of Liege to work on the railroad.

The story was told in revolting detail, how the Gennan
taskmasters beat them, kicked them, flogged them, fed
them on miserable and insuflicient raticms, so that, when
weak from exhaustion and all the brutality they had en-
dured they sank on the ground, they were left to die.

Belgians, and Russians in Belgium, tried to aid them,
but the Germans, who had no charity for them them-
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FETE DAYS
sdves, refiued to allow them to profit by tiie charity of
othen.

I returned to the Legation late that afternoon to learn
frcm my cdleague, Mahmoud Khan, the Persian Minis-
ter, that Senator Halot was to be condemned on the fol-

lowmg morning, and probably to death. I had had no
means <rf knowing that the matter was so serious, though
Banm von der Lancken, in discussing it with me, had re-

ferred to it as "cette malheureuse affaire." Mahmoud
Khan and I made an eifort to save the Senator, who was
a friend of Mahmoud's; we drew up a requite en grdce,
had it signed by all the diplomats, and presented it to
the authorities. Four days later we were informed that
Senator Halot had been eondemned to fourteen years'

imprisonment in Grennaiiy, and I should like to think
that our efforts had had aame effect in softeas^ the
hearts of his judges.'

That Fourth of July wm filled with incyents. In
the morning, at the very OMnent when M. LeMo^aer
was making his little speecb «f feUcitafci(m in the adon
of the American Legatiun, ike German polizei were
making a search at his re^leane, amd, after e»ising her
to pass un mauvaig quart c^heme, had arrested Madame
Lemonnier.

And there was an occurrence at Antwerp ^idi,
thou^ it fell on the day before t^e Fourth, Asmemted
that city with the celebration of the day. The banks of
Antwerp had all annoimced that in honour of the anni-
versary of American independence they would close c«
the Fourth of July. At this announcement Herr Fuchs,
delegate of the Bank Abteilung. summoned a prominent
banker of Antwerp and said that inasmuch as political

* Senator Halot has since been released aad is in Fance.—B. W.
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BELGIUM
demonstrations were not permitted, the banks of Ant-
werp, if they closed on the Fourth of July as a tribute
to American independence, would no longer be treated
with moderation. The Belgian bankers said that they
would not give way before any menace, that the banks
of Antwerp had determined to close as a testimcmy, the
only kind which under the circumstances they were per-
mitted to give, of their gratitude to "the noble American
people and their Government," and that if the Germans
tried to prevent such a testimony it would be because of
a secret hostility against the American people.

"And you wish it to appear as if we shared your hos-
tility? Never! The banks will close to-morrow, what-
ever you say or do."

And the delegate of the Bank Abteilung yielded, and
said:

"WeU, let it be as if I had said nothing."
It was evident from many indications, indeed, that

the hostility to America was growing. During that sum-
mer Belgian merchants received in the letters written
them by German merchants little cards on, which was
printed:

Gedenket der wnzahUgen Opfer
die an Amerikas Granaten

verhluten

There were no felicitations from the Germans on our
national fete day that year; it may have been mere over-
sight, though oversi^ts in diplomacy are not excused.
I wondered if it could be because the Germans could
not felicitate a people on their birthday as they could
felicitate a King. On the fete day of the King of Spain
the Governor-General in full uniform, aecompaiiied
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by his aide, had gone to the Spuush Legati<m expressly

to pay his compliments, but it was doubtless a mere over-

si|^t in our case, and of no consequence in any event.

The sentinels seemed to be growing uglier in their man-

ner with every day, and that was only a reflection of

their environment, or perhaps the war, not so joyous as

it had been, was getting on their nerves; they never had

a kind word from their own ofHcers nor from the Bel-

gians about them, and I can still see the gloomy face of

the old man of the landsturm on guard at Quatre Bras,

and how his face lighted up one day when, as he came up

to look at my pataierachein, I spoke a few words of Grer-

man to wish him good aftemocm, and he looked up with

open, astonished mouth that widened into a smile, the

only one I ever saw on the face of a G^erman soldier, as

he exclaimed:

"Ach/ Ich danke Ihnenf*

And I rode on my way thinking that if the question

of wars were left to the people, imtroubled by Generals,

Ministers, Excellencies and editors, wars would not last

long in our world.

We had noted on the agenda at the Legation that Dr.

Bull was to be released on the Fourth of July, and after

three months' imprisonment we felt that he would be in

a humour to appreciate liberty and to celebrate it with

us. The FourA came, but no Dr. Bull, and when I

went to the Politiache Abteilung to ask why he had not

been released. Count von Moltke said that he would in-

quire. He called up the Kommandaatur on the tele-

phone that stood on his desk, spoke a few moments,

hung up the apparatus, turned to me, and said:

"He is implicated in another affair and is being held

pending an invest^tion."

855

>Jr'

.

J

f



BELGIUM

K^**""* ?!T "^ "«*• °' ""•' pwanatuwly; and here
that anxiety WM to be Uveddl over agwil And there
at the Kommandantur I had to leave Dr. BuU and re-sume the familiar discumions as to the ravitaillement
Dr. ^ith, who represented the Politiache AbteUunirm the VermittlungMtellen. had been to see me on behatf

of the Govemor-General, who asked my opinion on sev-
eral questions that had arisen; the Govemor-General
wishtd to know whether it would be proper to send to
Germany linseed oil that was the product of seed grown
by the Germans themselves on Belgian soU; whether or
not German soldiers might eat fish caught in Belgian
waters; what attitude would be' assumed with reference
to the purchase of cattle made by the Germans before
the recent convention- what to do in the case of a Bel-
gian peasant who insisted that the Germans buy his cat-
tle, which, he claimed, were contaminated with disease by
contect with German cattle; whether an officer's wife
who had bought some hares would be permitted to take^ with her to Germany. I nid that if some old man
of the landstimn went fishing on Sunday and caught a
can, ke might eat ft, but as for draining the fish ponds
and whippmg streams of Belgium, and as for seining
tte rivers, that wouW never do; I consented, too, that the
Belgian whose cattle had been contaminated by disease
might be paid for them; but officers' wives might take
too many hares to Germany, and as to recognition of
contracts made before the convention was signed, it
would op«i such a breach in the guaranties that aU the
cattle in Belgium might be driven through it. It was
the linseed oH that was most difficult, aad I referred
Aat to the experts of the C.N. for their advice.
The month of July seems to have been prolific in
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FETE DAYS
births of free nations; we had celebrated our own na-
tional holiday, and on the fourteenth the French f6te was
observed by many merchants closing their shops, and,
two days later we were reminded of the approach of the
Belgian national anniversary by the posting of an affiche
prohibiting any demonstration by the Belgians on that
day. Von Sauberzweig had gone, having been sent to
the Front in the north of France, and his functions as
Military Governor of Brussels were then being dis-
charged by General Hurt, Governor of Brabant. Gen-
eral Hurt, having been reminded no doubt of the cele-

bration of the year before, included in his proclamation a
prohibition of the closing of shops at unusual hours as
well as the laying of flowers on public monuments, and
the penalty of disobedience this year was increased to
six months' imprisonment and a fine of 20,000 marks.'

»Atm

II est defendu de cOthrtx d'une maniire qnelconque la f4te
natioiMle beige du SI julUet 1916, d^ar6e jour «rl6 Ugal par la
loi delge du 87 mai, 1890.

Je pr6viens la population qa'elle derra a'abatenir de tootes d&non-
traUoiu, tellei que:

B^nnions publiqu<«, cortiges, rassemblements, harangues et dis-
cour«, f£tes acolaires, deposition de fleurs devant certain^ monu-
menU, etc., pavoisement d'^fices publics, ou priv6s:

Fermeture des magasins, ca«8, etc., k des heures exceptionnelles.
Les infracUons seront punies soit d'une peine d'emprisonnement

de 6 mois au plus et d'une amende pouvant atteindre 20,000 marks,
soit d'une de ces deux peines k I'exclusion de I'autrc; seront passibles
de ces peines non seulement les auteurs de ces infractions, mais
anssi les fauteurs et les complices.

J'atUre, en outre, I'attention du public sur ce qu'il est defendu
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BELGIUM
Once more tiicn Brumb set limit to the congeniia

t^™/~iT"^**]^^*"^ By one of th^?^
tenoui and tacit understandings that no one could trace
totheir wurce. everybody that day appeared wearing agreen ribbon, green being the colour of hope, and while
de ir^w de. fcrita w» ceii«a<. o« de portet d« iMlgiiei d'li^niMittre proroeatrioe.

"^
Brozellea, le IS jnlUet, me.

Dim Ooomxaim to* BkOmil tod BiAiAirT,

(Tr«d.«„.) Huw,0„mlkut»Mt

Nonci
It la forbidden to celebrate la may^uuaut whatMerer th« lUI

i»y by the Belgian kw of the 87th May. i ago.

Public reunion., parade., a.Mmblie., haranmea and .i>e«ri.*.

menu, etc the decoraUon of public or private building.;
The dodng of .tore.. caf&, etc., at unuaual hour..

to •«^T^».'^ ^ "f'^ '*'*"' •'^ '»P'i«»»»ent for notto exceed 6 month, and a fine of not more than 80/)00 mark, orl^ one of the« two penaltie. to the e,clu.ion of tte Zr; ^^

^'altt; tt7^^ "'J"*
i-fHngement. will be liable toCPenaltte., but al«, the abettor, and the accomplices

It it^^^^'J ^: *• '**"'"*'" "' *• P"''"« *« the f-ct that

Bruzelle., July 18, J 31 6.

Tm Co»m./o« or BmxntML, and or BnAiAWT,
Hoar, Lieutenant-GeneraL

Atm

Ii.d fr„T « ^"°^" irriiUcbit. k engager le public 4re«Mter i 1 application de mon arr«t£.
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H WM no doubt diwouniged it wm not yet forbidden the
Belgians to hope. And so the colour was everywhere.
Plants stripped of their flowers, and only their green
leares, were shown in shop windows, and the colour was
worn in great knots of ribbon by the little Griffons that
went trotting with their mistresses alcmg the boulevard,
where the frock<coat and the hij^ hat, the classic sym-
bols everywhere of impeccable respectability, were to
be seen. The weather was fine, and great crowds were
already preparing to spend the day in the leafy Bois
when I drove through there in the morning on my way
to see Fran* von Holder, the painter, in the studio hid-
den away in the pretty garden of his home in the Avenue
Mont Joi. The people, in the satisfaction of the plan
they had hit upon to celebrate their fHe, were all in

AIb d'Mter toot iacideiit d^Mgr^able, je mets foradlement
Im babitMita en garde contre cea excitations, qni ne peuvent que
nniK anx intMU de la population paisible dn payi.

La peine pr^me lera appliqn^ aree la plua grande riguenr et sana
indnlgeace k toate perionne qui, le tl juillet, 1916, ou ulUrie»re-
ment, partidpera k une dteonatration quelconque, 7 compris la cea-
ation dn travail.

Bmzellea, le SO juillet, 1916.

Du OournimuB ton Bni^HiL mro BnAiAitT,

HcmT, Oenerallentiuuit

(Tranalatira:)

NoncB
My prt scripUon against the celebration of the Belgian national

holiday haa caused a small group of unthinking persons to arouse
the public to resistance against the application of my order.

In order to aroid any disagreeable incidents, I formally put the
inhabitanta on guard against these esciUtions. which can only harm
the interests of the peaceable population of the country.
The penalty provided wiU be applied with the greatest rigour
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BELGIUM
smiles. The shops were not closed, but they were
empty; it was made a point of honour not to enter them
and most of the proprietors had given their clerks a holi

'

day so that in none of them was there any one to wait
upon any mtending customers who were not privy to the
umversal conspiracy, and if any one wished to make a
purchase he found the prices of articles outrageously
and mipossibly high.

"How much is that hat?" a man asked in a shop in
the Rue de Namur.
"Fifty thousand francs," replied the patron.
Many shop windows had been emptied for the day

and m others there were significant aUegorical arrange-
ments of stock. In one shop in the Boulevard du Nord
the proprietor displayed the portraits of the King and
the Queen of the Belgians; he was at once arrested and
shop closed, and a little affiche put in the window giving
the reason, and when a crowd gathered to read the a/-
ficJie the polizei charged them, clubbing the people, men,
women and children, with the butts of their guns.

There were many little scuffles. An officer at the
head of a troop of the Guards rode into the Place de
Brouckere and began to harangue the crowd in German.He raged and fumed in his gutturals, and was met by
a great shout of derisive laughter; he grew red with
ra^, but the crowd only laughed the more loudly,
and the Place de Brouckere was finally closed, and the

and without indulgence to every person who, the 21st July or after-
ward, participates in any demonstration whatsoever, includinir the
cessation of work.

Brussels, July 20, 1916.

The Govehnor op Brussem and of Brabant,
Hurt, Lieutenant GeneraL
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FETE DAYS
Place des Martyrs roped off, but the people passed
there m great throngs, and as they passed the men rev-
erently lifted their tall hats. Many people wore com-
binations of the Belgian colours; one woman prome-
naded in the boulevards with her three daughters, one
dressed in black, one in yellow and one in red.
At high noon the church of Ste.-Gudule was filled

with throngs that invaded every comer of the stately old
church. M. Lemonnier and the echevins of the city
were there, with senators and deputies, investing the
scene with the distinction of official presence. But there
was a vibrant quality in the atmosphere, a palpitation
of expectancy; men with eager faces stood on tip-toes
and strained their eyes, awaiting an impressive scene;
the Cardinal was expected. After the Evangel the
throngs were suddenly agitated with excitement, and
there he was, a striking figure, in a gold cope, his ex-
traordinary height accentuated by the mitre on his brow.
He came out of the sacristy, through the choir, bearing
his crozier, preceded by a procession of priests. He
came down into the aisle, and half-way down the nave
moved on to the famous pulpit of carved oak, made by
Henri Verbruggen in 1699, in the bizarre style that
has become classic in Belgian churches; he ascended into
the pulpit and there, amid the silence that fell upon the
throng, he began his sermon.

"Jerusalem facta est habitatio exterorum; dies festi
ejus conversi sunt in luctum." He recalled the fact that
it was the eighty-fifth anniversary of the national inde-
pendence and looked forward to that day when, in the
restored cathedrals and the rebuilt churches of Belgium,
crowds like this, with their King and Queen and the
royal princes, amid the sound of the bells, hand in hand,
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BELGIUM
would renew their oaths to God, to their sovereign
and to their liberties, while bishops and priests in a
communion of gratitude and joy would intone a
triumphal Te Deum. But that day the hymns of joy
expu-ed on their lips; they were like the captives in
Babylon who hung their harps upon the wiUow trees.
But whatever their sorrows, he did not wish them to hate
those who inflicted them. National concord among the
Belgians united them to universal fraternity, and yet
above this sentiment he placed the respect for right,
without which no communion was possible either between
individuals or nations. Violations of justice must be
repressed. The conscience is given over to torture so
long as the culpable is no* put in his place, and to do
this, to establish order, to restore equilibrium, peace must
be founded on a basis of justice. St. Thomas Aquinas
had proclaimed public vengeance as a virtue; how can
one love order without hating disorder, how wish intel-
ligently for peace without expelling that which troubles
it? It was from these summits that one must consider
the war in order to comprehend its amplitude.
He gave homage to the King and to his soldiers, the

artisans of the moral grandeur of the nation. He asked
the Belgians to pray for those who were no more, to
exclude no one from their commiseration—the blood
of Christ had flowed for all. The hour of deliverance
was drawing near but it had not yet come. He urged
them to be patient, not to weaken in courage, and to
leave to divine providence the perfection of their na-
tional education. He adjured them to allow the great
law of the austerity of life to penetrate them, and he
concluded:

"And just as at the Front our heroes present the ad-
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mirable and consoling image of that indissoluble unionof a military fraternity which nothing can impa^.T^our ranks, less serried and of a more fluctuatL di^cplme we should heartily observe the same paWo cconcord We will respect the truce imposed^n our
quarrels by the great cause which alone should employand absorb ali of our means of attack and of combat;and If the mipious and vile, not understanding theurgency and the beauty of this national prescription,
obstmately determine, in spite of all. to feed andK-flame those passions which separate us elsewhere. let usturn away our heads and. without replying to them i*.mam faithful to the pact of solidarity. ^f^frlrn^sW;.^
good and loyal confidence which we. under the great im-pulsion of the war. have concluded with them despite
themselves. The approaching day of the first centenary
of our mdependence must find us stronger, more in-
trepid. more united than ever. Let us prepare ourselves

19ai w.It '"^

^^*r'''
^" ^'^'^^^y^ and when, in

iQifiViT u
^^"^'^^^^ the dark days from 1914 to

1916 they will appear to us the most Imninous. the most
majestic, and, on condition that we henceforth know
.u;w to will It. the happiest and most fecund of our na-
tionaljistory. P^ Cm^m «d /.^m-out of sacrifice.

The tall Cardinal went down out of the oaken pulpit.The strains of "la Braban9omie» filled the arches ofLchurch The cry of "Vive le Moi; Five la Belgiquerrang above it. and the great wish of the Cardinal wasreahzed m a kind of miracle of national reconcThatr
1 had gone m the afternoon with my wiie to the

country place of the Madoux, hidden in the edge of the
forest beyond Woluwe. and when we returned to the
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Legation I found awaiting me two men and a woman.

m h,s buttonhole; the woman wore a large knot of green

hunself as a kind of first citizen, to applaud what the
rest said m the little colloquy that resulted. The elderman acted as spokesman, and removing his high hat.

'*T.i"f u T'^ ""^ ^*'' ^' ""^^ «» ^'^ ^^o^ beard, he
said that he had come to report to me that the poUzei
were brutahzing" (brutalher) the crowd on the Boule
vard du Nord he reported this, and then stood as if

rrrl'^.lT r*'*"*/^^^""
°n my part. I explained

as sympathetically as I could the limitation of my pow-
ers and, when I had done the man stood there, his face
grew long, a look almost of despair came to his eyes
and, as though his last hope were swept from him. he
said pitifully:

"Mais Excellence, nous comptons sur vousl"
It was a constant source of poifrnant and unavailing

regret with me that I could not perform the prodigies
that those poor harried folk so touchingly expected;
such was the unlimited confidence in the great Republic
across the sea. Sometimes I had the uncomfortable
feelmg of bemg a kind of impostor, the pitiably little

iTf, TTi'^l'^ ^^« '« ""^^ ^™«" 'n comparison
with aU that I should have liked to do to help them in
then- sorrow and their pain.
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P.»« without rintJ^It .TtaT"""*'^""'>yM event occuriSThatMl^l, "™"« "' "°«

r^el^.e'^^recT^'^f^^^^^
his motor-car to ret, r^ ?if^-

'^^ ""*' '^^"^ ^^^ ^^^r
street cau^h s^^oTtttl^fi"

"''" * ^°"P ^'^ '^^

nized the patriotic pl^at ofb!S''' "^"T^"
^^«^«-

enthusiastic acclaim:
^^'™* "*^ ^'^'^^ «t°

'-Five k Cardinal; Five le Carditudr

Thr« ?? u ** '^*' *^^ ^^'^t occurred.
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BELGIUM
•uppowd that . .erioM-mlnded popul.Uon would of lt.df have
renounced the Idea of publicly celebrating It. naUonal holiday.
Neverthele.., becau.e of the experience of la.t year, he had dec«>ed

ht?i. rr/"'!.'
''""""* *" P"""* "" demonstraUon. organisedby the light and turbulent element.

Jn.l^^\r^nr^7'j^
'"*""*• °^ ""= population, the com-mund autiaoritie. of Greater Bru..el. have in good faith. Intelli-

f?„ r TlrT J^'
"PP*"*'^ *''^ prescription, of the Ger-man anthoritie. in .uch manner that it wa. po..ible throughout the

^iT^^tt^ ""lil r" *''"'"^' -fortunate incident., de.pite

the public by an abundant di.tribnUon of hand bill., not to followthe preMriptiona.

The German police paid no attention to the green ribbon, thepublic order not having been troubled by them.

cro^ed"'tL°*Il",''"'^'
''^"^' '" '^' '''"'"»' Cardinal Merder

Z f 5SlI ^ ° "• automobile, there were produced manife.ta-«on, in direct oppo.iUon to the pre,cription. of the German author-

le.. act^ You will agree. Monsieur the Burgomaster, that nooccupying Power in the world could endure .uch I prov^^tiln

toLVrrr""r """^r**
*" *'""''=" *^« Oovemor-Generalto inflict a fine on Greater Bru..el..

Monrieur the Governor-General ha. carried out my propo.itionand ha, inflicted a fine of one million mark.." He caLedTHeoberved on that occasion that it i. only out of regard for theW^UaboraUon given by the communal authoritie. in maintainingolthat thg fine inflicted wa. fixed at such a moderate figure.*

»MoK.„uB « BotrROM..Tn.,-M. le gouverneur g^n^ral avaitcrue que, dan. le. circonrtance. que traver.e la Belgiqfe en ce
1"

n^, une popuation ..rieu.e aurait d'elle-meme rfnou^rrfSe^
puW.quement .a fete nationale. N^anmoins, il avait. eu ^gard auxexp^nence. faite. IWe demi^re. d&rete de. mesures d'ofd

'
qu

et t^rld^T
*°"*' '»^'»-«t"«°° de la part d'^l^ment. l/gers

munale. de 1 agglom&aUon bruxelloi. ont loyalement, intelligem-
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de 1. population ci^i^iU^J^^"''''
'*'""'''"'

'" P""'' '"^«~hie

oppcltlon dlrecte .v«^ le. ^ler, " r*^'°"'
''"' ^*-'-' «

et qui ftalent de nature i L^» 7 *^ ", "^^ '"*'"'** «llen,ande,

."'.ucune pulua^e ^ZTTZT"'"" '* «-«""»-'
P-rellle provocation

'"^'' "' P*"* »<»"ff'i«" nnt

•"». ord«. . . . ,„ Uie«, ™^. .
'»«"'™ to «• power I,
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but the Gennani did not recede, and the fine wm col-
lected.

not be held reaponaible. TUi condemnaUon, therefore, U in direct

eoatrsdicUon with Article 00 of The Hague conrention:

•"No collective penalty, pecuniarjr or otherwiae,

can be inflicted upon a population because of individ-

ual acU for which it could not be coniidered respon-
lible.'

"Beiidei, it ia manifeitly in opposition to the convention of the
18th of October, 1914, relaUve to the payment to the German author-
ity by the city of BruaseU and the agglomeration of twenty-flve mil-

liona of francs as a new contribution of war. Article S of that
Convention is as follows:

" 'The indemnity thus paid by the agglomeration of
Brussels being forty-five millions of francs, it is un-
derstood that there will not be imposed, either directly

or indirectly, any new contribution on the inhabitants
of the agglomeration of Brussels. In case, however,
that a criminal attempt shall be committed against
the German troops there will be imposed on the com-
munes of the agglomeration In whose territory the
attempt shall have been committed a contribution, or
some other punishment'

"Article 4 is as foUows:

'"German troops will not be lodged in private
houses of the agglomeration of Brussels; I count on
your help to fix the price which German o£Scers
lodged in dwellings will have to pay, and I beg your
AdministraU* to put itself in accord on this subject
with the Intendance Militaire.'

"I myself negotiated that convention with the German authority,
and in order to obtain the adhesion of the communal authorities
interested and to contract the loans necessary to the payment of
the contribution, I called the attention of the communal adminis-
trations to the importance of these two clauses. The Administra-
tions approved the Convention, we contracted the loans, and after
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we had paid the lum demanded the Oennan aathority Nt at naud.t
the«j two clau.e.. It lodged troop. In . great many hou.e. and
bipo.ed on a. the expen.e of lodging nu >,ly the troop., but aUo
German employee, of the railroad.. Up ' r thi. head we hare to
meet to^ay expen.e. whieh may attain a million franc, and at
thi. "onient. by your la.t deci.ion, there 1. impo.ed on u. . new
contribution for eau.e. wholly foreign to tho.e fore.een by the
aforewld Article 8 of the convention.

"You will recogniae. Excellency, tbnt the.e deci.ion.. incompati-
ble with formal engagement., are of a nature to wound the .en.i-
blliUe. of our con.Utuent.. That which our population honour,
.n Mon.ieur the B .goma.ter Max and in Hi. Eminence Cardinal
Mercier, that which unite, them in the .ame thought, i. their
attachment to the nation. In manifesting it. .ympathle. for the
Cardinal the population .imply wi.hed to e-nre.. it. patriotic
lentimenta.

"In hi. proclamation of the £nd of September, 1914, did not the
Governor-General von der Golta .ay:

"
'I a.k no one to renounce his patriotic sentiment..'

"And in the letter of Your Excellency of the 18th of Jdy. 101 a
we read: ' '

"'I a.k no one to renounce hi. ideals, neither to disavow, Mme-
time. by a hypocriUcal manner, his convictions, but what I must
expect of each one is a recognition of the real situation. That is
to say that I, and my administration, in accordance with the law.
of war and the laws of man, have the legal duty, and from that
also the legal right, to administer the country and to expect the
collaboration of the authorities of the country, as well as that of
Its intellectuals, ecclesiastic or !ay.'

"And yet because some citixens have manifested their patriotic
sentiments In acclaiming the Cardinal, without any offense for the
occupant, you condemn the whole population,

"It must be recognized, besides, that such penalties are really
overwhelming for U.e agglomeration of Brussels, already so heavily
taxed. Constantly the communes have to resort to loans to aid and
succor the unemployed population. In the city of Brussels alone.
Which counts actually less than 170,000 inhabitants, nearly 60.000
person, are nourished by the communal soups, and a great many
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"Le Bourgmeitn FF,
(.Signtd) "MAimjca LiMoMiiMa."
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the work was never donp !,« ei. «
' enaed,

was called «* «liT ? "''"P '^'" "«^« c^n»ed. I

peals of some half-frantic wife whn«! h. I T '^^
demned and waiting to h^ sh^ J^T '".^^^ ~""

•nenas, were the only respites we had. With th."»".g of Mr. Ruddock I was relieved of n,ud, of Serou .ne work in the Legation, and he co,ddT^« .^j
Mltle many questions with the Germans A^TT i

of Uccle wh,ch. though but a quarter of a^hourVromtke Legation, nevertheless gave the illusion offing™
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BELGIUM
the country. It was known as the Orangerie and was a
sort of dependency of the chateau of M. Josse Allard
It stood at one end of the park of the chateau in the
midst of trees which, by their ingenious planting, con-
cealed It from all thp new houses that had sprung upm that quiet commune of Greater Brussels. It had a
terrace that overlooked a pretty garden, planted that
summer in beets, whose broad yellowing leaves replaced
the green of the lawns, and the whole horizon was hedged
about by trees, with red roofs showing through their in-
terstices, and there were two tall sentinel poplars that
looked like cypresses against the serene evening sky. It
had a large saUm furnished in Louis XVI, a library, a
dimng-room, a great veranda closed in glass for rainy
days, and the master's chambers, all on one floor.

I could scarcely wait for the night to come when we
should go there, so eager was I to escape the tramcars
that, under the deprivations of the occupation, each day
rattled more and more, and each night screeched around
the comer of the Rue Belliard with louder squeals as
grease grew rarer. To this was added the rumble of
German motor-lorries, the snort of the motors of Ger-
man ofiteers, the fiacres rattling over the streets wherein
the paving was never renewed any more, trains filled
with soldiers bumping over the crossing, cluck-cluck,
cluck-cluck, the crossing bell with its invariable five
notes, out of tune and ending on a flat minor, the loud
clumping of wooden shoes, the people talking in the
streets, and all that. And above all, the imperative
ring at the door—these were to be left behind, and
would have to await the office hours in the morning.
That first evening came, and I read Jean Christophe for
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awhUe, and then, with conscious relish, prepared for
sleep. ...
Such sylvan stilhiess! Only the trees rustling their

leaves like whispered secrets outside my window 1 Then
insects—strange, unknown, entomological noises; and
then, slowly emerging one by one out of the silence, the
howls and yelps of a whole countryside of dogs, baying
the moon, if there was a moon. And our own dogs no
better—Tai-Tai screaming in the room where Marie had
mterned her, and Kin-Kung whimpering with homesick-
ness all night. There was a steeple clock, well enough,
no doubt, in its time, those olden days of witches and
evil spirits and sundials, before there was a clock in
every household and a watch in every pocket, or at least
on every wrist. It boomed away, it/ heavy notes borne
on the east wind directly through my open window and
to the very centre of the tympanum of my startled ear.
It struck the quarter and the half hours, with trills
and variations, so that after concluding one announce-
ment it could have had only three or four minutes to
prepare itself for the next, ils mission being, I suppose,
to keep mankind alert and ever on the qui vive. Some-
where a man was trying to master the art of playing the
bugle. Then at dawn the birds began to scuffle and to
smg—that joyous matutinal chorus. . . .

But one accustoms one's self to everything, even to
sleeping m the country, and by and by I had adjusted
myself to these sounds and they took their place in my
subconsciousness, as had the rumbling trains and the
squeaking trams and the roisterers turned out of the
cabarets at the Gare de Luxembourg, singing at mid-
night, or the landsturm hymning at dawn the latest
German victory.
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BELGIUM
And the little change was needed. The nerves ofevery one were overstrained. M. Francqui. suddenly

Et/^n. I T
" '^'^r'^" *" '^^' * '-*' »^«d gone toEmannuel Janssen^ country place near La Hulpe;

Villalobar was m Spain; M. Blancas. the Argentine

h^r H f ^Zr '^' ^°"« ^°y««« *° his far-offhome, and when all of one's associates have left town one
has the impression that every one is out of town. TheGermans had not left town, but there was a lull in our
roubles and wheh Mr. Kellogg and his wife came to
us for the week-end we could talk of home and otherthmgs than war and ^he ravitaiUement and German
morals and mamiers. The Allards had gone to their
chateau for the summer, and we had the presence of
these dehghtful friends; van Holder, the pLter. wasnot far away; Baron Janssen was at Wolvendael. notS ^"t'uT. T ^'^ *' °*^"' ''^^ «^ Uccle; and theRuddocks had taken a chateau for the summer on theUreve de Lorrame, on the other side of the Bois. Themormng nde to the Legation through the Bois was
pleasant, and on Sundays there were stroUs to St -
Job, which all Belgian artists love to paint, and to
Drogenbusch, where there is a little church that is in
the purest Flemish Gothic.
men Mr. Hoover came over from London we tried

to mduce bun to relax, and through long Sunday after-
noons we tried to talk of other things than calories. We
faded m that; he would never rest; his tireless mindwas always at work on the problem of food for the
nations. I used to warn him that if he went on he risked

fZ^'^Tu. ?
°^ ^^^ommg the greatest authority on

food on this planet, and of ruining his own digestion in
the process, so that when he had it all scientifically ra-
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tioned he would be unable to eat his own share TT»

of his cogitations he said suddenly

:

a '^Z n^^ '* ^''^ ^^""^ '^'^ ^^"^«^ "ty adopta ruined Belgian or French city?"
And he began unfolding the new scheme then forming

Ibn^oTS /"
*'' -«t-tion of the devastated por

ir^kl? f"™ '"u
"°'*^'™ ^'•^"^^' he was evolving

his plan to have each city in America adopt, as it were

^tructr " '^
"^'^"^^ *^^ -^ P-^^^'- ^*« --:

QuHuiT'.*° ?'"'''^' ^"*' ^" -^"^y' ^^^' M. Francqm turning his dark eyes on him with that droU expres-

Xdf ^"'^^^ '^'""''"*^^ ^^"^ pleasantry?"^

"Any bombs?"

cid^'t ^T^'''
'''''*' "^"'^ ^^""^y' *"^ necessarily coin-cident with some new crisis in the ratitaillement; hewould arrive and announce it while wesat shivering ;ith

Ztfr? »"' ^^•.^--^- -"ed these anno^
ments bombs." msisting that Mr. Hoover always car-ried at leas one m his pocket. M. Francqui would getup ^d walk briskly around the room with his short
s urdy steps, phmge his hands one after the other in^o

mXs *T' r?^'^-"«
*h- q-kly make briskmotions as though he were throwing bombs right and

woy"ThTh"*l?v\''^^^^^^ P'°«^^^^ '"^^^'^^ tt^eworid. The bomb this time was a demand of the British

ofF^t *'"* *'! "'°^^ °^ *»^^ ^-P - the north

vLmT •?' """"Z'^
*° *^' ^^^" population of the in<vaded territory, and when we had discussed it. and MrHoover had returned to London. Mr. KelW wendown to CharleviUe, where the German Gene^l Staff
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The work was growing constantly more and more dif-
ficult because the feeling against America waTXays
njountmg; the Germans resented that steady exerdseof the pressure from Washington which prevented themfrom employmg their beloved weapon of the submarine;

!^^l!v'"''''r."^'''P*P'" """^ clamouring for submarine
activities. Germany was proceeding to her logical and
mevitable destmy of a military dictatorship; the only
question was how long von Bethmann could resist the
influence of Messteurs lea Militaires. One of the of-
ficials at Brussels, wheri asked by an American newspa-
per correspondent, then lately in Brussels with a Ger-man cicerone, what they would do with the Belgians in

''T^f^T* r'^ '^'^^^ ^°*'* *« ™' had replied:We d let them starve."

Thus Mr. Kellogg's work in the north of France wasmade more and more difficult, and we could count our-

iri
fortunate in having one of his intelligence and

tact to discuss and arrange it.

M. Mitilineu. the Roumanian charge, had had a letter
ft-om a friend m France, saying that "on sent I'arome de
la paxx, but we had no such delicate olfactories. In-
deed, our senses told us otherwise, and when OuangYung Pao, the Chinese Minister, came to tell me thathe was going away, and that he had no intention of
re urnmg-and would I look after his Legation andhelp his secretaries if they had any trouble?-I could
imagine thoughts behind his inscrutable countenance
that showed him to be of our mind.
However there was the usual condemnation to be

concerned about; a Belgian railway employee named
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Adelin CoUon, with three others, had been condemned
for spying or for treason, and was about to be shot. And
we had the usual difficulty over the courier. The Ger-
mans were always reporting to us that the MiUtairea
insisted that the diplomats were sending letters. I
had not sent any, or delivered any. but new exactions
were constantly being made.
"But what proof have we that you do not send them?"

a German official bluntly asked me one day.
I looked at him in amazement an instant, and then:
The best proof in the world," I replied. "Because

I tell you so."

He stared at me uncomprehending, and incapable of
comprehending. The Belgians called it la mentaUte
aUemande, and the mentality was the result of the
German system, which, holding all men venal, and
moved only by selfish and mean motives, and convinced
that honour and good-will do not exist and sway the
majority of men, put its reliance on force instead of on
reason. It was precisely that fact that made dealing
with them so difficult; it was that which poisoned the
very atmosphere we breathed. In it men became suspi-
Clous and distrustful, in spite of their better selves, and
all through that summer we had petty difficulties that
were even more wearying than the great ones. There
were many complex questions in the exercise of the con-
trol of the imported food-stuffs and, what was much
more difficult, of the native products, and much of our
time was occupied in discussions of these detaUs.
But for long weeks our preoccupying anxiety con-

tinued to be the disposition of the crop in the north
ot 1^ ranee, and Mr. Hoover and Mr. Kellogg went with
the Baron von der Lancken to Berlin, where there was
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BELGIUM
to be a great war council over the question. They
returned several days later with the encouraging report
that the question was settled, in principle at least. Aey
had found a human obstacle in the fact that the Ger-
mans complained of the Belgians having more to eat
than the Germans, and there was much sentiment in
favour of rationing the Belgians on the same economic
scale to which the German appetite was then being re-
trained and adjusted. After Mr. Hoover and Mr.
Kellogg had given me the news, sitting there on the
glass veranda of the Orangerie, they gave me an inter-
esting account of their meeting with General von Saub-
erzweig. '

The former Military Governor of Brussels was then
discharging the functions of Quartermaster-General on
the General Staff at CharleviUe. He happened to bem Berhn, and through Baron von der Lancken askedMr Hoover and Mr. Kellogg if they would have tea
with him at his hotel. They accepted, and the General
at once entered into a justification of his course in the
case of Edith Cavell. He referred to himself, in lugu-
brious irony, as "the murderer," as to her-hs was speak-
ing German, in which Mr. Kellogg was thoroughly pro-
ficient-as "die CaveU." His explanation, advanced in
justification of his conduct, was that Miss CaveU had
been at the head of an extensive conspiracy to send
young men to the Front to kill Germans; his own son
fiad just been the victim of a terrible wound, blinded
for fife by a bullet that traversed his head just behind
the eyes; perhaps, argued von Sauberzweig, the boy had
been shot by one of these very young men whom Miss
CaveJ had aided to reach Lie Front. He said that Miss
Cavell was entitled to no sympathy as a nurse since she
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was paid for her professional services, and that he couldnot have reversed or altered the judgment of the mili-
taiy court that had tried and sentenced her without re-
fleeting on the judgment of his brother officers. Gen-
eral Sauberzweig insisted upon discussing the case, much

Z^A "Sl^r"?* "^ ^'' «""'*^' ""^^ ^«r« of anothermmd about ,t. and he gave them the impression of a

^Zr^M ?^ ^^™°''* ''"^ P"''"«^ ^y ««™« insatiable,
irresistible mipulse to discuss this subject that seemed
to lay so heavily on his mind.
Mr. Hoover had brought to me some specimens ofGerman numismatic art. among them a medallion

struck m celebration of the sinking of the Lusitania. anda brutal caricature of our President, both of them amaz-
ing evidences of German taste and culture. On the
theory attributed to Talleyrand, that indelicacy isworse than crime, one could better understand the hide-
ous and revolting deed that doomed the lovely ship and
Its precious cargo, than one could understand the mind
that would seek some artistic expression of the national
satisfaction m it. The expression was not artistic, but
It was fitting m its own intrinsic ugliness, and placed-
beside Be gian or French medals, since those two na-
tions excel m the art, it might perhaps serve in a col-
lection as a fitting symbol of the Kultur it celebrated.

Jiefore a week had passed, however, Mr. KeUoM
was not so sanguine as to the agreement on the crop^
the vast and msuperable difficulty in settling a question
with the Germans being that it is never settled, even
after an agreement has been reached. The matter had
been arranged in principle, but more difficult problems
were encountered when we came to apply the principles.
It had been agreed at Berlin that the crops should be
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BELGIUM
reserved to the native population; then, one day, half
sick with despair, Mr. Kellogg came to tell me that a
German officer had arrived from Berlin to say that it

would not be done. Then three weeks more of discus-
sion, argument, debate, until, one Saturday afternoon,
Mr. Kellogg arrived radiant and happy, his honest face
all smiles, and he drew from his pocket and waved in
triumph a paper, the signed agreement regarding those
precious crops. He had won it fairly from the German
General Staff, had obtained many concessions, preserv-
ing to the French four-fifths of all the food products
raised on their own invaded soil. There was only one
condition attached, and that was a characterif' 'c one

—

England was to make no capital of the fact in her news-
papers! It was a fine victory for Mr. Kellogg, and we
were happy in felicitating him on it, and in that spirit
we went over to the chateau to dine with the Allards,
for the Xelloggs were spending the week-end with us.

A new Nonce had come to Brussels, Monseigneur
^ -Hsatelli, and he was dining at the Allards that evening,
as was Monsieur le Doyen d'Uccle, a delightful elderly
man who seldom left the peaceful walls of his curS a
few blocks away. He was rotund, as a curS should be,
and jolly, and concerned for us, since he asked me if

his clock troubled me. I reassured his kindly interest
by telling him that I had soon grown used to it, and
we fell to talking about a little drama, a kind of tragedy
in its way, even in the midst of the great tragedy in
which we lived.

Some time in the previous winter an American, Mr.^
' who, after long years in the Klondike, had

emerged from the wilderness with the fortune he had ac-
cumulated, and made the long journey all the way from
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^Z^^^ J??""^'
*° "^^ *«"* ^»""«« Pendingthere. He had come to call on me at the Leg^ion, apale, frail man. whose white hair and lean, wrinSeS

«»ve h.m the appearance of the prematurely old. Hehad left some papers in my charge, saying that he was^.ng to enter a hospital for a few day! to unde^^some m.nor surgical operation. A few days later^heard that he was dead, and one morning, as he was ourcountryman. Mr. Watts, our Consul-General. g"Zand I had gone to the church to attend his funeral-the

nSrrT 1

*^'''- ^*™ ^ «^^y ^«y' '^nd a dreary,
pathetic little last scene in a life of such toil. The goS
rfo2,.n had been with him at the end. and the Americanhad said, ahnost with his last breath

:

go awly."*"'"*^
^"^ ^ ** gentleman-and now I have to

«.o!r*
''"^^/^^^ «" *^t Sunday for one of those excur-

sions to which a friend of mine always refers as "pleasure
exertions." and we were up and away in the Ln theollowmg morning to see the chateau de Gaesbeek! not

aL.T ?T.f• ^ *"''^"* ^""^^^'^ of the MiddleAges, It stood there surrounded by its mast, lifting itsbattlemented towers into the grey sky just L it Sfd in

of Spamards and Frenchmen and of the malcontents

ba tll^'^r : 'i
^^"^ '''^'"^•'^"^ **''** "«^d to »>« called

battles. Count Egmont once lived there, and there is a^eat staircase that bears his name. The Lion ofFlanders is still rampant on the heavy walls of the towerabove the postem gate and the portcuUis. The benefitsof sightseeing, however, depend upon the mood one
« in, and we were too much in and of the monstrous
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BELGIUM
tragedy jurt then darkening and lickening the world
to respond to the luggeition of the souvenirs of those
other tragedies that have so reguLu-ly punctuated thepro^ss of mankind. It seemed to me, indeed, as I
wandered about, to be one of thow sights which Dr.
Johnson, speaking to Boswell of the GianU' Causeway,
dassifled as worth seeing, but not worth going to see.
Jiellogg and I. m that comparative study of ancient andmodem culture which our position in Belgium enabled
us to make, were fascinated by the oubUette and looked
down into It a long while, trying to realise the sensa-
tions of the poor victims who had perished in its dark
and evil depths. The, human race did not seem to us
just then to have made much progress, except in the
apphcation of the mechanical arts to those various
devUtries m which it grows more and more prodigal and
proficient, and because of that fact the chdtelaine of
Gaesbcek, who lives there only for a short whUe in the
summer, evoking perhaps out of its past some
rmimiscence of the olden grandeur that was built up
in the pam and misery and cruelty of those times, had
prudoitly hidden away the best of its coUections and
furmshmgs lest German visitors, in their search for cul-
ture, should have them hauled off to ornament other
castles beyond the storied Rhine.
But Monday morning would come soon, bringing

with It the cares of control and zentrtden. the two prob-
lems that were to dog us to the very end. It would
be as wearying to read of all those details as it would
be to write them, almost as wearying as it was to live
and to struggle with them. They involved the ques-
tion of excess vegetables raised in Belgium, and of
fats which the Germans were intent on getting into Ger-
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BELGIUM
stance*, and Mr. Gray must produce three more men

—

or not past.

The Germans were beginning to regulate the restaur-
ants, reducing the number of courses and the amount
of meat that could be served, to whidi we could have
no objection, for the meals that the German officers

could procure in restaurants, when the rumour of them
got back to Germany, served to increase the difficulty

of keeping the raxAtdttemtnt in operation at all.

It was in that mmth of August that the circle of our
friends was still further reduced by the death of the
Baroness Lambert The authorities had consented to
give her a Imagez-pauer; she had gone to Paris, and the
Baron had followed in the anxiety of the news of her
ilhiess. She died in her house at Paris, another victim
of the war which had brought her so much sorrow. Her
passing left a void in Brussels, where hdr brilliancy,

her beauty, and her hospitality had made her popular in

her circle. She was a woman of stately beauty, and
she had seemed to fade and to decline almost visibly

under the burden of that olack woe which the war had
brou^t © her land. It affected her as something com-
promising her innate distinction, as though it were an
affrcmt, a personal humiliation. And Brussels was a
sadder place without her. The galotu in the great house
on the Avenue Marnix had been closed ever since the
war, but she had continued to receive her friends; there
was always a little group of them there at tea-time, and
we often dined there. There spemed, too, an added
touch of regret thut she could not live to see that day
that was spoken of as "when the King comes back." It

was what ahnost all were trying to live for, the one hope
to which people clun*?, the one incentive that kept them

884



THE ORAXGERIE
•live. "After the war," every one would ny, in that

rIL
^"•'"'•- i^^^^^^h-eemedK^iehowmore

tragic «nd nore ud in these circum.t«ncei. when

JZt^j:"'1
*o -ee the war end. prayed ti waSfrom the long and monitroui nightmare.

The war seemed to add another tragedy to old age.
i Have a picture in my memory of that most charming
of aristoCTatic old gentlemen. Count John d'Oultr^
mont, «ttmg in the library of hi. ancient home therem the Rue BrMerode, behind the Palace of the King
It was a romantic, rambling old house, with wings aiTd
winding halls and passages, with an interior of soft,
faded Upestr.es. Louis XIV furnishings, and the dull
sheen of old portraits-one of them of the Count himself
when he was a young and handsome officer of the
Guides, m the days when they called him "le beau d'Oul-
tremont. He sat there, as it were, waiting.

Je »uu fu6 dant cette ma^tm," he remarked to m>>
one evening after dinner, "et j'espire y mnurrir "
His step seemed not so firm as he took his morning

constitutional along the boulevard, and his form was
bending. When I heard not long ago that he had been
roused from his bed at night by the poUzei and within
the hour hurried off to Germany as a hostage. I thought
of what he had said that night. He was already UI.and when he got to Germany the Germans offered to
release him to go home, but he refused to accept their

Irr TT, ^" ««»Panions. other gentlemen of Brus-
sels who had been arrested with him, were released also.

echal of the court of Leopold II had so gracefully
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BELGIUM
done the honours to the German Emperor when he was
a guest of the Belgians in Brussels.

"J'e»pbre y mourrir." It seemed very little to ask
of fate, and the fates grailted his prayer, perhaps
sooner than might have been had he not been dragged
oflF to a German prison as a hostage, for he barely
reached home from his exile in time to die.

He was not the only one of the old family to be ar-

rested; the Countess Georges d'Oultremont spent a
while in prison in the summer under notice, on a charge
of having despatched letters, I believe; she was ill at the

time, and when the polizei ransacked her home, just
around the comer, from the Legation, they found and
bore away some cards bearing the prayer: "Sucre Caeur
de JSmi, prottge la Belgique!" Even prayers, it seemed,
were incriminating.

•On August 29 the rumour ran through Brussels that

Roumania had entered the war on the side of the Allies.

There was a rush to the Avenue Louise to see if the blue,

yellow, and red flag had come down. The next day the

rumour was confirmed, and on the last day of the

month M. Mitilineu
—

"Mittie," as we called him—came
with his pretty wife to bid us av, revoir. They were leav-

ing the next day for Holland and thence to Havre.
Two or three days later I met Mitilineu far out on the

Avenue Terveuren walking with his bull dog alcmg the

parterres under the trees. At the last moment the Ger-
mans would not allow them to leave, alleging that the

Roumanians had prevented the German Minister from
leaving Bucharest. They were held there for a whole
fortnight of anxiety, and then finally allowed to go to

Holland—but by way of Denmark! They were es-

corted on the long detour by Count von Moltke.through
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Germany and Schleswig-Holstein. to the Danish fron-
ler. and there, after Count von Moltke had left thZ

ntStITh "T^l'' *" """^ ''' ^'^y^ '^-^ *o ^4 atnight with sentinels constantly at the door

»

The family of the Burgomaster, M. Lemonnier. con-

iSC' °''t °i
?'*"^" ^"^ P^**y persecution3

ri5 meTw r " ''^'f
^"- ^"^ ^^^' ^ep'tem-

n.LiS' f J; T ^'''"''"' ^'°"^ *'^^ «^^^et police ap-peared at M. Lemonnier's residence in the Avenue
Louise and the Burgomaster being absent asked to see

IntT l?TT ^^*^^" '^' ^PP^-'-d they de-manded eight hundred marks. Surprised, she askedwhy she should give them this sum, and the^ said it wasbecau^she had been condemned by the Ge^anIZ
i?^ P*^ *^^* ^^'''«* as a fine.
Madame Lemonnier was stupefied. She had neverbeen haled before the tribun.' at Namur, had had nonotice of any action against her, had never been k-formed that she was charged with any offense, had neverbeen interrogated, had not been in Namur for more thltwo years, m fact knew nothing about it. The two Ge^man agents told her that unless she paid this smn at

tZ 1Z ""^"^^ '''^' ^'' ^"'"^*"^^- Sh« r-f»«ed, and

Madame Lemomner caused an inquiry to be made, andwas informed that she had been condemned by th; tri-bunal at Namur, without any notice, without any oppoi^-
tunity to be heard or to defend herself-^n thfuffup-
ported statement of a person who claimed that she had
received printed matter offensive to Germany which
!i^ii!!!L!!!iLiyMadam^^
J^M. MjtUjneu has since d^ed in a sanatorium in p-^Iii^^n;;^.
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BELGIUM
later German policemen came again to the residence of
the Burgomaster took out the furniture, piled it up on
the sidewalk, loaded it on a cart, and a few days later,havi^ mserted notices in the so-caUed newspapers pub-
lished m Brussels that the furniture of the Burgomaster
would be sold for the payment of debt, put the fumi-
ture up at auction and sold it
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XXXIV

BANK ABTEILUNO AND YEGG MEN

i LOOK back now on those autumn days at theOrangene with gratitude for the seclusion ttat whenevening came, it gave from the depression, and s^^^tunes the horror of the days in town^ ItwasZ^^
but It was a semblance of peace, and we could pret^T,;

Sr^r P ? "^ ""^^ ^^'^^ P^-« existed'^li^wSere

lr.T' ^"^'^^ *'?*""« «d^«><^«l we had something

tX .rr "" "^''' '^^ '^^' ^^°^« •* «««e againto the earth our own country would be swept into th^vortex of the war. The great conflict w^.^'w^i^

hatred m the chorus of universal strife, the greatTr^

tlZV. *° ''•
"i^"""^

*° ^"'"'^ *-^"' ^-- At

&3fn r^T"^ * '"'*'" portentous whirr in the

S S^P rJr ""^ P"^^^» *'-*'y °^«' our roof

L T- i" f'^i
"^'^ *^ ^»«Ji* Chamiel. mon

skies. At mommg we would feel it again when we

and French aviators were hurling on the hammrl of^ose Zeppelins, and by the boom^f the shr^fe thl

e^errthTT/rt"^ ^ *'^'' ^^^^ *^ ^-^ «•-"«-
ZT Ji?,^ ' "^^'^ unsuccessful; the morose oldmen of the landsturm were not very expert as mar^
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BELGIUM
men. Then at night there was always the thnH «f *usons along the Somme, deep, distant Inli • ^'
sound had come to hav; somethingof thT"''

*^"

and persistence nf fK-
''°™«n'n« of the permanence

ciiuer aared the Kommandantur or were imnW^ *

^L th
g'^-ho-^s-ColIette with the lovely

2r-^?^f^Stt-t:7i;sr—
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I ZTy^.
""'" ""-^ '« 9ouvenu^nte. Olivierr

"AheUe m'ennuyait et-j'ai eu une crise de nerU "

nerfs m those days; Brussels had not been so nervousand excited since the fall of Antwern ThA«« ^ i
bv the battl*» nf *»,» c

^^^^werp. 1 he hopes raisedoy ine oattle of the Somme, the constant bombinir ofthe avvtors the entry of Roumania in the war theexperience of the Mitilineus, something. I Jow not

ctwd'the Lmo
'"'""' ^ ^""°"^ Psy^hoCrn ?hcrowd, the rumours were never so thick, and the Deonle

ThrwefelttLf ^r^"^
^^^^ ^^-*^^^

the fLT ThV ''"'''"^ "^"'^ ^^«"«We man to

Bras, the bridges even were often unguarded. Severalof the mmor employees we were accustomed to see b
::; TongTith t:f"*^-^^,^^*^^w wore firtha";were long with Teutonic melancholy because thi^v h^A

ZJ^T ' ''"^ '•'P'rtments of the civil govern-ment there w.s a tremendous activity, everyboS butImg about m the zeal of the functionary bent ™ ju "tN

e^^;^:t^24:nj:hors«:„.°rr
in the ,afon after dinner. We were standbg we ^'nsomewhat aside, smoking. Suddenly ther Sme thr"'

thought It was thunder, but the sound was followed̂ 71
rrrandT"''\'"' "^ ^" ^'^ -* - *<> t^t tL!race, and there, m the clear, luminous sky, the moonhanging full and golden over the dark ouUine o^^^
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BELGIUM
fa^es. the flashes of exploding shells, very faint at first
g ance, then awe-inspiring, then terrible/asTttelL
phcations rushed upon one-that daring lad flybgZthere jn the moonlight. We watched in silence TheS

MadameJ— was pale and shaken, thinking perhapsof her brother in the flying corps. Her ffther wasthere; perhaps he, too. was thinLg of his Tc^. buhe began playujg at billiards with the ChevalL de^~—-' <^aJmIy knockmg the balls about.
The amtor of that mght. however, was another

Bnissels boy and after dashing his bombs dZ o^the hangar at Evere or on that at the Plaine de Ma"

trajectory of the anti-aircraft guns, grazing the roofsof houses, performing daring evolutioS ovef the PWde Brouck^re, throwing out some coloured lights and

•M 'i f ?' P*P*''' '' ^^^ °^ proclamation, aU to the

crowd. The papers which the aviator threw down were
addresses, prmted in French and in Flemish, saying:

felges! La fin approche! . . . Le moment de lad^hvrance approche/ Vivent les AlUe»! Five la Bel-gtque! Vive le Roir »

^ BCLOM
La fin approche.

Devant Verdun, I'admirable et Wroique resistance de Y^rmU
franfaise a bris^ la formidable offensive aUemande.
Sur la Somme, les armdes fr«n5ai8es avancent victorieusement.En Volhynie et en Galicie, I'am,^ autriehienne est n,ise en de-

route par 1 arm^e russe et ses debris, soutenns par des corps d'AUe-

Hol .mJa""' "
"'"'""""'*^ ' "•"•^^' ^- P-'"^'' «»>«--
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Bnineh was enthujuutic aU the next A., i,, . ^

e«,pjde w« „,rt without it. tr.^n»1rd,eU fl^'over the e,ty .t the aviator feU in «« Ruede I'm, f^

„,'" '• ''°°»"l« "»« ""g^e da CM d. droit.

Le moment de la deliverance approche.

Vivant les Allies!

Vive la ficlgiquel

(Translation.)

I he end » near.

«.»d «!,»J oil's ""^ " "^O "' »»•

J^/'r;xt:jre:?o;rr"^'^ ^'"''°°' •"--
Goriu.

"•• "" «»P««».bIc poslUoM of

A«d I«Uj-, Hou«,„l. h„ ,„^ I, I

^
B.^.. ,o. .„, « ™„,„ „„, ,„^, j:;- - "^^ ^^

^lrH,r„';s;Cd.'"'°"" ^°"' '^'""' -«"- -e ««

898

f

. *,

" S!

,:Mk



{

I'

BELGIUM
ing in the doorway of a house where she had just souflfat
shelter in vain.

A few days later an affiche was posted announcing
that as punishment for the cheers in the Place de
Brouck^re that evening, and for the signals that, as the
affiche alleged, had been given, the people of Brussels,
during eight days, must all be indoors by eight o'clock.
But this was not all; the burgomasters of the communes
of the agglomeration of Brussels were convoked by the
German authorities and notified that at the next visit
of aviators, accompanied by any demonstration on the
part of the citizens, the city would be fined thirty mil-
lion, marks.

It was not a fortnight later that aviators came
again, in the dawn, and I lay in bed and listened to the
distant battle in the air. It is not a pleasant thing
to be awakened out of sleep at dawn to hear the dull
report of bombs thrown by aviators, even when one
knows that they are come in pursuit of the Zeppelins
one has heard whirring above one's roof at twi-
light on its evil westward mission across the chan-
nell . . .

Fifteen houses were demolished in that raid, thirteen
persons killed, and twenty-eight wounded by the shells
fired by the (Jerman anti-aircraft guns. The Belgians
were all persuaded that the deaths were not due to ac-
cident, but that the German gunners had been instruct-

Your valiant army will soon rejoin you and with the aid of ova
powerful allies, it will chase the enemy from the natal soil.

The moment of deliverance approaches.

Long live the Allies

!

Long live Belgium

!

Long live the King!
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ed to train their guns, and to calculate the time of the
explo«on of their shell,. ,o that they would fail in the
city and work their havoc.
The Germans, in their affiche^ announced, not it

seemed without satisfaction, the result of the raid in

»Av«
D«. 1. „„it du 6 .n 7 de ce mol., 11 . M con.Ut< que dlffi-

rente. parUe. du centre de la villc on a donne de. .ignaux luml-neux 4 un .viateur enneml. En outre, i eette occlon, de. m.nife.t-
tion. ae aont produitea dana lea ruea.

YvT a/^u ^". '* "'"" ^^ ^'"""" """*« ">»" '« boulevard delEntrepdtle boulevard Barth«toy, le boulevard de Waterloo, le

t^:tt^'Tll^"^""'''""
»'«•«'«'•»»««». le boulevard duJanlin Bot«,ique, le boulevard d'Anvera et le aquare Sainctelette.

JZxtTT f*
M°>"''^''-S*"'t-J"n -itu^e k I'eat de la gare

J«^N^! ' .T *""' '' *"'""'" ''' '" *"""--' «»« Saint-
Joaae-ten-Noode, j ordenne ce qui auit:
lo-Du 18 an 18 de ce moi. (cea deux joura y compria), toua leaUb aaen.enta public, aervant aux divertiaae.enta,'tel.'q;e

S^ » ; T' """'*'' '*'•' *""' '" '"tauranta. caf^a. „aga'.u» maiaona de con,n,erce, devront «tre fern.6a 4 9 heurea du aoir.

ll T fit exception que pour lea reateuranta, etc., qui auront

loXj:;
'^"'"""""'"*" "^ P«™^"- «^« 'eater ouverta plu.

ci!^^' ?
'*• "^ 1° """ * * ••""" •*" °""'°' »eule. pourront dr-culer dana lea ruea lea peraonnea qui en auront obtenu rpermiLionfcrite d'une autorit^ allemande.

pcraiisaion

^o„aLt6 allemande et aux rea.orti.aant. dea pay. alli^. ou neutre.

na. e. de la pohce comn,unale portant leur uniforme. aux empW.de tramway, et de. .oci^^. de veilleur. de nuit et dautrerenTrepr.se. analogue., k la condition qu'il. portent I'uniformrdeTeur.sonet^e. et prouvent leur quality d'employ^.
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BELGIUM
the killed and wounded among the Belgian populatioo,

and I wa« aiked to make representations, not only to

Lm iafnettoM siu priacntcs dlipotitlom Mront poaiet loit

d'lme aoMiidc pooruit attelndn 10,000 marki et d'nm peiiM d'em-
priMMuancot de troli moii aa plna, loit d'une de cei denx pclaM
k reidiuton d« rantre. En outre, en poum prononeer U ferme-
tnre, poor one pMode de tempi plos ou moini longue, des tataUiMe-
OMnta publics lerrant aux divertitsementa, de* restaurants, eaf<s
et magasins, etc.

Les tribunanx et commandants militaires sont comp^tents pour
Jnger les dites infractions.

Bmxelles, le II septembre, 1916.

Din OOVTUNIVB TON BnUsSII. UWO BnABAMT,

Hurt, Oeneralleutnant
(Translation:)

I MOTICI
During the night of the 6-7th of this month it has been esUb-

lished that in different parU of the centre of the city luminous
signals were given to an enemy aviator. In addition, on this occa-
sion there were manifestations in the streets.

For that part of the city of Brussels situated between the Boule-
vard de I'EntrepAt, the Boulevard Barth^Umy, the Boulevard de
Waterloo, the Boulevard du Regent, the Boulevard Bischoffsheim,
the Boulevard du Jardin BoUnique, the Boulevard d'Anvers, and
the Square Sainctellette;

For that part of Molenbeek-Saint-Jean situated east of the
sUtion of "I'AlWe-Verte," and for the entire territory of the com-
mune of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode, I order as follows:

I—From the 12th to the 18th of this month inclusive all the
public establishments of amusement, such as theatres, cinemas, con-
certs, etc., all restaurants, caf6s, shops, houses of commerce, must
be closed at 9 o'clock in the evening. The only exception made
will be for those restaurants, etc., which obtain from the Komman-
dantur permission to remain open for a longer time.

S—From 9.80 in the evening to 4 o'clock in the morning only
those persons can be in the streets who have obtained for that pur-
pose the written permission of a German authority.

896



('^

BANK ABTEILUNG AND YEGG MEN
the GennaiM, but to the Alliet. in nn effort to induce
them to ceaie to send aviaton over Bruiseli—a i^
marche which it was clearly not in my province to make.
Not many day« pasted on which I was not asked to

make representations of some kmd, and I did so when
I could find any valid excuse for venturing where, con-
sidering the Germans' manner of receiving suggestions, -

even angels, unless they belonged to the very highnt
hierarchy, might have feared to tread. I recall one Sat-
urday afternoon when I had gone to Ravenstein; a
man came there to ask me to intercede for a Belgian
who was about to be condemned as a spy; when I
reached the Orangerie that evening another man came
to ask me to help another Belgian; then Madame L
came, on behalf of her husband, just then condemned to

Tbe Mid interdietion ii not •pplicable to pertona of Gennan
nationality or citiiena of allied or neutral countries. These per-

sons must prove their nationality by showing their certificate of
idenUty.

The said interdietion does not apply either to functionaries of
the communal police in uniform, to employees of the tramways and
of the societies of nightwatchers and other similar enterprises, on
condition that they wear the uniform of their societies or prove
their quality of employees.

Infractions to the present order will be punished either by a
fine which may be as high as 10,000 marks and imprisonment of no
more than three weeks, or one of these penalties to the « xclusion of
the other. Besides the establishments used for amusement, res-

taurants, caf^s, shops, etc., may be closed for a period more or
less long.

The military tribunals and commandants are competent to try
the said infractions.

The Governor of Brussels and Brabant,

HuBT, Lieutenant-General.

Brussels, September 11, 1916.
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BELGIUM
fourteen days* solitary conflnement, and to pay a line
of five thousand marks for having in his possesslaa a
copy of La Libre Belgique.

The same day I was informed that Professor Cat-
tier., one of the leading intelligences of Belgium, had
been seized the evening before, just as he got off a tram-

I car near his home, and w^s to be sent off at once to
Germany as "undesirable." No reason was given for
his arrest, no trial was allowed him. He was a lawyer,
a professor in the university; he had been once a judge
of the International Court at Alexandria. He had taken
no part in the political movements in Belgium under
the occupation, but had quietly continued to occupy
himself with his own affairs. No one could imagine a
reason, or even a pretext, for his arrest. It was sup.
posed by the gossips that the deportation was in come
way connected with the difficulties which the Banque
Nationale was then having with the authorities, but that
was due to a confusion of Professor Cntft with M.
Cartier, a director of the Banque Nationale, who had
just been arrested. I waited several days, and then
one morning, a favourable opportunity presenting it-

self, I made an inquiry about him. He was accused
of no military or political off'ense; the fact was simply
as I learned at the Politische Abteilung that at one time
before the war, in a difference of opinion he had had
with a German, he had written a letter which offended
this German, who, just then occupying a post in the
Government of occupation, had used his position and the
influence it gave him to take this unspeakably mean
and cowardly revenge on one who had offended him.
Professor Cattier had many friends in Brussels, and
they were deeply concerned for him and his fate. He
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WM taken to Germany, aiid there was nothing to be
done, then or later. But long weeks afterward wordcame from a prominent German official at Berlin to the
effect that if the American Minister were to ask the manwho was responsible for this persecution of Professor
Cattier. he would relent and have him restored to his

k°2%
^'n o«»«' to save myself the possibility of a re-

buff I had a man who knew the official sound him in
order to see if it were true that he was so disposed, and
1 learned that far from welcoming such a request from
the American Minister he would resent it. and that there
was no prospect of rescuing Professor Cattier from the
iyerman s wild and implacable resentment.

It was only what might be expect«l anywhere when
there were in force no principles other than that of au-
tocracy, which always works by favour, interest, influ-
ence, or terror. Every deed was coloured by the per-
sonality of the official concerned in its commission, and
this was why the rule in Brussels was not so terrible
under some Governors as under others: this was why
hfe was more endurable in the Hainaut, where a man
of reason, and even of mildness, was governor. And
this fact may explain, too. why the word Hasselt came
to possess under the occupation a sinister connotation
and a reputation which the quiet little provincial town
of Lunbourg, on the edge of the desolate Campine. had
never done anything to deserve. There sat, almost con-
stantly, m that town, a court martial whose bloody as-
sizes seemed to be. without end; to hear that some one
had been sent to Hasselt was to shiver with dread and
apprehension, for most people who were taken to Has-
selt never returned.

There, during the latter part of that month of Sep-
899
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BELGIUM
tember. a great court martial was in progress, tryinff
over sixty persons for spying or for treason in time of
war; and that meant, in the Legation, women in tears,
pleadmg m a confidence that was pathetic enough to
break the heart they naively thought to be the only one
It was necessary to touch, yet never sufficient to move
the heart whose dictates alone could have availed. Be-
fore the month was over seventeen had been condemned
to death, many of the others to imprisonment at hard
Jabour for life, and most of the remaining to some rigid
penalty m those German prisons whose horrid secrets
are never revealed, whose pains are never even tempo-
rarily mitigated by those revulsions of pubUc sentiment
which now and then make for some reform in our ownA woman came all the way from Luxembourg to askmy aid

;
her son and her daughter, too, were among the

accused m that trial, as were others of her family-
besides she had sons in the Belgian army at the Front.'
bhe had had no illusions as to the fate reserved for her
boy; ,t would be death, she felt, and she had not waited
for the sentence to be pronounced. Accompanied by a
sister and a niece she had set out on what, under the
conditions that prevailed in Belgium, was a long pil-
grunage to Brussels to plead for her son. At Brus-
sels a lawyer told her that not only her son, but her
daughter had been condemned to death and were about
to be shot, and the mother collapsed. Thus it was her
sister who came, and she and h.r daughter sat there
in their black garb, weeping, begging, pleading, implor-
ing--and I. who would have done so much, quite pow-
erless in the midst of all that welter of woe in which
the world had been plunged.
Among those condemned to death in that trial was
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the Burgomaster of Namur. M. Gedenvaux. He was
fifty years old; he h.A a wife and five children; hehad toiled incessar.ly, early nu^ late, from the be«in-mng of the war, ir th. terrible :.uuation in which those
tmies placed the mtyor of a Bel,^ian town, with the Ger-man authorities on the one sida ordering him to adopt
one course, and his own population on the other clam-
ouring for hmi to adopt another. Two persons among
the accused had informed the Germans that the Burg*
master had acted as a spy for thr Belgian Government;
the Burgomaster denied this, hue said that on three oc-
casions he had received in his office a courier of the
Belgian Government at Havre, and that he had given
hmi reports on the conditions of the city of Namur. not
of mihtary value, but merely concerning the ravitaHle-
ment.

I made an appeal for mercy on behalf of the con-
demned. The Nonce did the same, and so did Villalo-
bar-not long back from Madrid and San Sebastian,
full of the gossip of all the European capitals-and we
did what we could, hoping for some good effect of our
pleas.

In the meantime Brussels was shaken by another sen-
sation, which came as the denouement of all those dif-
ficulties with the Banque Nationale. The Bank Abtei-
lung. which had been so long trying to induce the
Banque Nationale to deposit in the Reich Bank at Ber-
Im Its accumulation of German paper marks, and had
invariably been told that if it wished this money it could
have it only at the point of a gun. had at last hit on
an expedient that impressed it as gracefully avoiding
the crude methods sanctioned by bandits. In August
It had written to the bank ordering that the pledges
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BELGIUM
which aU banks in Brussels, in order to continue in
business, were required to give the Bank Abteilui ,/,
either by the deposit of approved securities or by bonds
with the names of Brussels's wealthy men on them, be
paid m actual cash in German marks at Berlin. And
by a happy coincidence the amount of security required
was precisely the amount of German marks in the bank!
Ihe bank protested, and after three weeks of discussion
and correspondence the Germans threatened to seques-
trate and liquidate the Societe Generale, another large
bank m Brussels, which had no other than the ordinary
business relations with the Banque Nationale. The
threat that the Societe Generale was to be liquidated
swelled into a rumdur that it had been liquidated, and
there were the beginnings of a panic. The directors of
the Banque Nationale, not wishing to involve the other
institutions, then met with the directors of the Societe
Generale; the conferences lasted throughout several
days, and the directors of the Banque Nationale decided
finally that rather than involve another organization
they, under these threats, would cede. The only ques-
tion was as to how it should be done. There were, as in
all groups, two wings, the right and the left, the more
conservative urging that inasmuch as they were com-
pelled to yield to superior force a formal refusal was
sufficient, the more radical insisting on actual physical
resistance so that the Germans would be forced to.take
violent measures and to march in their soldiers with
fixed bayonets. The final decision, I believe, was that
the distinction was scarcely worth discussion, and in the
end the Germans came accompanied by a dozen armed
soldiers and took from the vaults of the Banque Na-
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tionaIe6M.OOO 000 marks ($120,000,000) and from theSociety G6nerale 200.000,000 marks.
There were those in Brussels who thought that thebanks had allowed the marks to accumulate in their

vaults because it was not considered good form in Brus-
sels to pay anybody in German money. The German
mark, under a decree of von Bissing. circulated at 1.25
francs m Brussels; it was a crime to refuse Germanmoney at that rate. If one entered a shop and gaTe a

s?:i;r "*'' *'' ^"^"^*°' '^^ ^^^"^ *^^ ^^-^

"Pardon, Monsieur, est-ce que Monsieur veut hien
accepter I argent aUemand? C'est tout ce que j'ai pour
le moment. ^

And as it was not good form to offer it. so it was not
good form to refuse it. But the Banque Nationale had

fI?rT '^*^?''^ °"* °^^^ ''^' ^°"^*^" the notes
that the Societe Generale was authorized to issue, the
notes that bore the picture of Rubens or of Queen Marie
Louise, the Germans having refused to permit the notes
to be adorned by the portrait of the reigning monarch,
or by the Belgian arms, or by any emblem of Belgian
sovereignty, or indeed anything that touched more
nearly the patriotic sentiment of the people.
When the complicated financial transaction was final-

ly understood, there was indignation all over Brussels.
Ihe effect of the mechanism devised by the Bank Abtei-
lung was to compel Belgium to pay its war contribution
twice, first m marks by purchasing the provincial bonds,
then m Belgian bank-notes which they were compelled
to substitute for the marks or deposit those marks which
the Bank Nationale was not aUowed to use. and which
were "transferred" as the euphemism of the Bank Ab-
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BELGIUM
teilung would have it, to the Reichsbank at Berlin. Men
of affairs could scarcely discuss the spoliation cahnly.
The Bank Abteilung, I believe, had a theory which jus-
tified It in seizmg this money; » it was designed to reduce
the cover of the Reichsbank at Berlin, and the Gennans

• BroxeUes, 15 septembre, 1916.
yuoiqne les Allies poursuivent impitoyablement centre I'Alle-magnc une guerre ^conomique contraire k tous les principes du droit

mternahonal, sur le terrain des affaires, I'Empire allemand ne traitepas la Belgique en ennemie; il n'a jamais €t6 question de d^fendred effectuer des payements A la Begique et dfes les premiers joursde
1 ann^e 1915, on a lev6 le s^questre pesant sur I'acUf des banques

beiges en Allemagne, actif s'^Ievant k plus de 200 millions de francsLes contributions de 'guerre imposes k la Belgique ont 6U si"mesurees jusqu-jci, que le pays pent faeilement le, produire, sans

mL" T'
^""""'"'l"*'' «*'""*«

P'''*. les d^penses des troupes-Uemandes depassent sensiblement la contribution de guerre ifourmr par la population beige. Largent allemand coule large-
ment dans le pays et a permis de r^tablir normalement la circula-
lon des valeurs Les avantages de cette politique &onomique ont
largement profit^ k la Belgique.
On ne pouvait cependant, k la longue, laisser a la Reichsbank lacharge d assurer la circulation fiduciaire en Belgique. C'est pour

cette ra.son qua fin 19U la Soci^te G^nerale obtint le privileged emission jadis con«ri k la Banque Nationale, pour la raLn que
cette dernifere ayant transfer^ k Londres k peu prfes tout son actif,
y compris son encaisse d'or et de m^al, n'^tait plus en itat defoncbomier comme Banque d'Emission. La Soci6t£ G^n^rale deBe^que fut autoris6e, sur la base de ses statuts, a ^mettre des
billets jusquA concurrence de trois fois la valeur de son avoir- enor-barres ou monnaies-en monnaies de metal coursables en Bel-gique en billets de la Reichsbank allemande, en billets des caisses

sur ^« b "T"'i"
P'**' allemandes, aussi bien qu'en cr^its

sur les banques 6trang*res.

Jl'7'^f"'^
**'" * "'" d'extraordinaires disponibilit^s en Bel-gique, de telle fa^on que des quantit^s considerables d'argent alle-mand et principalement de biUets de la Reichsbank, superLs dans
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referred to it as a loan and offered to pay interest on it,
but the interest was indignantly refused.

1. circulaUon, .amassirent dans Ic, caisses du D^partement d'^mis-.ion de la Soci6t6 G^nerale et de la Banque NatioLle de BdgCePour fachter .ux banques rutilisation des billets allen,ands qu'eiles
r<^va.ent ron avait introduit dans les statuts du departemen
d ^mission de la Soci.t^ Gen^rale une clause disant que lavoir J
1 Granger et par consequent dans les banques allemandes 6galement
pourrait serv.r, tout con.me les billets de la Reich.-,nk eux-n,gn,es'
k couvnr les Amissions de billets beiges jusqu'4 con^ nee de trois'fo» leur valeur. L'interet financier bien entendu de la Banqu

stbi;;; ,

" °^Pf-»* ^-^^ission de la Soci6t^ Gener'a

! ii ;^" r"7«°d" d'employer leur encaisse, toujours plus
considerable, de billets allemands et de billets d^ caisses !.lcrier des credits sur les banques allemandes.

ont°LT, '""f *'^V'r
'*"'"^'' ""* •'•^" P" '"^ J" ""on» qui

crpossS"
'"''' '-' ''-' ""-'-' ' - P- ^'^- -«e <^e

JJTI'
"* "?'"' "'"* •'"•' ^''"*"^* ^^ >« Reichsbank ne per-mettau daucune fa^on que pour des centaines de n^illions de biSets

8 entassent dans ces deux etablis.enients d'emission. C etait ameneunejlivation du chiffre de la circulation de la Reichsbanrquwl
r. son feononnque ne justifiait. C'est pour cette raison que .1'^
unn.str.tion allemande en Belgique a demand^ que les en aL esd ces banques, en billeU de la Reichsbank et en billets de ca-lemandes, inutiles k la circulation, soient en,pIoyis k la crTatTn

fjt '""!': ^'''"^"" ''"^'"'"•'^"- ^- --eil« g^nJuxt:
ontpns cette dec.non pour le motif qu'elle ne heurte en rien les

^1 de l-ad"" .t":""-^"*''
^^'-^^^ ^"'^ -^- ^^ »«»^a - au

gestion de deux banques itait de nature k porter prejudice aux

leriatlLT '^"'^" ''"^"'''"^' "•^ ^"^ -* ^falllibleJnamen6 la mise sous sequestre des deux banques.

nl.6s.tent pas i repandre 4 ce sujet des bruiU mensongers, ne
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BELGIUM
It may be that terminology can change the quality ofa deed and make it somethiniy less or something more

^tTpZ "'" '* *""' ~"* ^' "•*"" * """" •« "•»^'**' ^« J™'

ftj .ccuelUi, par 1. Pre..c favorable 4 lEntente. Ce qui doit «tre

1W?« ; '*"* "" "' '" "•'^'"'' ''•"t «!»'"» -econd lieu

on vondrait dicerner I'aur&le du martyre, n'a aucnne e.pice derapport avec toute cette aiTaire.
^

(Translation:)

Whil,. rt. AH- .
^"'''"''» September 1«, 1916..While the Alhes puraue pitilessly against Germany an economicwar contrary to aU the principles of internaUonal law^ in the worid

?he^r.* r"" ^"Pr ''-^ -* »-at Belgium'as an enemyThere has never been any idea of prohibiting payments to Belgium.nd since the first days of the year ,915 tL'se'questr.Uof pfa^d

amon^Z? '"f"
""^ '" ^^""""^ ••" »-" lifted, «seUamonntuig to more than two hundred millions of francs. tLc con-

exceT^^M U '^"' ?' expenditure of the German troop!

h!. n
^"""'^- German money flows largely in the country, and

va" e^ ™b1 ^'•^ «-"*•"»•'-''» of the normal circulal'n of

However, it is impossible in the end to leave to the Reichsbank
the burden of assuring the note-circulation in Belgium. It is forrt» reason that at the end of 1914 the Soci6t6 G6n^rale obtained

Nati^nT
^*/ °^ emission theretofore conferred on the Banque

J^nZ ' r T r"~°
*'*'* *•"= '"*" ''•^^«J transferred toLondon nearly all of it, assets, including its gold and metal wasno onger able to function as a bank of emission. The Soci6t6 G^n-

itue bni. » T' ?' "*f"^' °° the basis of its statutes, toime bill, to the extent of three times the value of its possess/ons
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BANK ABTEILUNG AND YEGG MEN
th«. it i^ I do not know. Iu«dtoknow,m«,y«i„
•go^ofwhon. I d«w , picture „ accu»t.I, ..^Sd

^ »,„,™. Of Bdj„ b„u to .,. «„. .ix:sizvalue. The well-understood financial interest of fh- n

to^V'h
"'*'"' " ^V* '' "^^ ^*""* "^ «>« Reichsbank notpermit by any way hundreds of millions of bank-notes to nile n„» the Departments of Emission. Such a course wo"d elta ^JJ

iusS Fo: th ^'''''"''r''
"^•^'^ "^ ^'^'"'--^ reasontou^d

r ^; /I
this reason the German administration in Belgimn has

in German bank-notes useless in circulation shall be employedreate credits in German banks. The directors of the wo SSLbanks have decided to accede to this request They have r^TZths decision because it will nowise injure the situation ofthdrestabhshments, while the refusal to satisfy the desire of the oZn.a„ adm.nistra«on would have shown clearly that the dirlon Jf
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BELGIUM

t» pick a Dockrt „1^ u "• """''' '»« "conKd

people out of their sl«,n .f J- I?^ i " *" '"ef<^

I often ttought in those days „f cXT^„, .^

tration of the two bank,
^ '"^«''* ''*°* *^« ^^^^

intcrct of their own coont^
*^*' °'*"* *« *"J°« ""c

It is useless to insist on these liei. -l,.»v
welcome, by the Press devoted to the En /"^*"'"^ '^^^
expressly said is th^t in no way ha^T ,1 * ^•* '^"^^ ^
nioney or values, and to ILZ a ,

" '^"° " ^""""^ »^ '^^^S
earlier and cSi" lo wwTn f "'•''r*

*''= "'"* °^ ^essrs^

tyr. has been «v^ has „rh.n .? "'"'•" *^" ""^J" °^ "-r-given, has nothing whatever to do with this affair
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"BELGIUM WILL LEABN WHAT WAB is"

There was endless and horrid fascination in the sound
of the gims that never boomed so loudly as in that month
of September

; people were discussing it all the time andbrmgmg forth remarkable theories to explain why they
were heard so mubh more clearly on some days than
on o hers, so much more loudly in some places thanm oUers. There were scientific explanations by the
wise, m which they talked of curves of reverberation,
and such things. All I knew was that sometimes at
night at the Orangerie they sounded as though they
were at the very gates of Brussels, and yet. alasl they
were never any nearer. The aspect of the city under-
went another striking change in the middle of that
month. I must have spoken somewhere in these pages
of the sudden revival of the old fashion of bicycle-rid-mg m Brussels. The Germans had taken all the horses
except those used for Jrawing the wagons of the brew-
enes and finally they took those too. and that autumn
the heavy camion* were trundled through the streets bv
yokes of oxen. There were no motors except those of
the Gemians. of the C.N.. the C.R.B. and the diplo-
mats. People had taken to riding bicycles as a means
of transport, and the boulevards and the Avenue Louise
swarmed with them, two long streams coming and go-
ing. They wobbled about, so that it was an agony to
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"BELGIUM WILL LEARN WHAT WAR IS"
ride in a motor; indeed it was almost always something

• « ,'" ^^^f""'
''***" *'^"« »>»^« never been any

traffic rules, and where the communal spirit of indepen-
dence is so strong, and the love of personal libertrso
mtense, that every self-respecting Belgian makes it a
pomt of honour not to get out of the way if he happens
to be standmgm the middle of the road ; he would almost
jprefer to be run down rather than to feel that he had
been weak enough to yield.

There were few bicycles in Brussels at the beginning
of the war. and German agents did a large business im-
mediately thereafter in selling them, and then, as the

„ 5*?\T***^' »^P^y ^«"se the Germans had sold
aU their bicycles, there was a new affiche revoking the
peimission to ride them, and commanding the people
to turn m their rubber tyres. Then, another oppor-
tunity for le$ zwartzeur»-\ong lines of bicycles rolling
recklessly on the naked fellies of their wheels, the riders,
with their rubber tyres en bandouUhe across their shoul-
ders, on their way to give them up. And the next day
the streets were aU deserted from curb to curb.
Another change that had something of the sadness

there is m all change befell that month in Brussels,
though it was due only indirectly to the Germans.
There were aU over Brussels many pdthserieg. Brus-
sels IS equally famous with Paris for those dainty con-
fections of the pastry cook's art-the Madeleines, the
pettts fours, habtu au rhum, tartelettes aux fruits, cor-
nets d la cr^me-what delightsi And then those delicate
and dehcious buns, or muffins, or scones, la brioche/ We
were taught in school that Marie Antoinette, when told
that the people had no bread, said: "WeU, let them eat
cake," and the remark, as quoted, has done her memory
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BELGIUM

•uch thing; what ahe said was:
"Qv'Hs mangent de la brioche/' It makes aU the

difference in the world
"* ***

th^^lV" ^^ ''°*"'' ^^"^^^ P-'t'y •• J''8ht a. that

InTtL nffl" ^'T^t '°;!'^ ^"'^ *«'^'"^«« flour

to JhL "V' **'*' ^•'*®' ^'^"''^ the institution
to extinction. It was a little tragedy in its wav onlv
understood by those who knew n^t^^a part The'^'i

cus om they had almost the dignity of a constitutional
institution To doom their abolition was as though some

in Boston, or of beaten biscuits in Virginia, or of teaand toasted muffins in England. The patisserie occu!

S! Jli
';^*^*'°"« of Brussels a place like that whichthe soda-water fountain holds in those of our own peo-

pie. They were crowded every afternoon. Whole fam-

cakes, though instead of tea most of them drank coffeeor chocolate. There the people would sit around the
iittle tables, as at some genial social centre; it was a

ITHr °^ "f
P^"'" ^°'' ''""'"'°"'

«°^«'P '^^ the day's

oTt / L^"*'
°' **•''•• ^''' ^'^k'-ng was a notableone September 27. 1916. The patrons were as sad

as the proprietors, but the pdtmeries hid to go because
flour was too precious, and the proprietors of the pdti,-
sertes, instead oi giving up. began making a sort of

kiX"f clkt
^'^'^ '^"^ ""* °' "^^' '^"^ •--*-« --

There came to me one morning, when Baron von derLancken sent me a formal note, an echo of an old trag-edy m this world. He wrote to ask me to consent to the
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•BELGIUM WILL LEARN WHAT WAR IS"
exemption from the lateit restriction, of the ravitaHle-
ment of the household of Charlotte, former Empress ofMexico, who lived on .nd on under the lenXlff
Jadow of one of the imperial adventures of %, thirdNapoto The Empress could not eat the greybS
m the matter of the provisioning of the estate, and I
consented, of co..rse, and we arranged the matter so that
«he might retain for the use of herself and her household

iLT'l^ ::f ^'' "**"^ ^°™'»'» «»>«»' thegloomy chateau at Meysse.

^.Hllr' ?!k°"^ ^uT"*™ °^ *^^ ravitaaiement easily
settled, and the problems seemed to be increasing each
day. It was always the same-the impossibility to sc-cure a reasonable compliance with the guarantees con-

IZT.V*"' r.*^""""
'^^^ e^'ceptions that we had

admitted were being used by the maitaire, to justify
every kind of mfraction; cattle were being lifted and
driven off across the border; butter was being seized-

ComU6 National. It was growing more and more diffi-

fh!! fr^^'M^"
'''"*'°'' '^ **•" ^•^•»- ^^'«««tes reported

that the soldiers were taking food, the mUHaires darkly
hinted at spying; it was not permitted to make obser-
vations as to the conduct of soldiers. The Germans, too,and apparently with deliberation, tried to exasperate the
^.iN.. to induce Its members to do something of which

worn out. His secluded existence in the academic grovehad not developed for him that protective coW
tion which long years of dealing with human nature in
the ugly form it so often assumes in politics, provide-
sometimes. ...

r . i* luc—
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BELGIUM
It was indeed an impossibility that we had under-

taken to cany out. a miracfe we had impiously tried to
perfonn. We could control the imported food because
It remamed in the hands of the Belgian or American
organizations; but the native food the soldiers would
take that where they found it, and when they went home
to Germany they filled their valises with it. And the
zentralenr-there was no human way of circumventing
them, and in despair we decided to ask for representa-
tion on those vicious contrivances for evil.

What made it all the more difficult was that the Ger-
mans were in bad temper as the result of the battle on
the Somme and the advance of the British troops, whose
distant unceasing drum-fire we could always hear. The
Germans, indeed, were discouraged with the situation
of their armies; never before, in fact, had they consid-
ered themselves so nearly beaten, probably never before
were they so nearly beaten. Von Hindenburg, it was
said, had been in Belgium and had criticized von Bis-
sing. characterizing his reign as too lenient, urging new
rigours—the city should be closed at six o'clock in the
evening, all citizens of countries at war with Germany
should be placed in detention camps, and, worst of aU,
there was the first suggestion of that monstrous cruelty,
the deportation as slaves of Belgian workmen. iTiere
was a quarrel between the two, and von Bissing had
hurried off to Beriin to protest against Hindenburg's
mterference. It was at the moment when the military
party in Germany was getting the upper hand; von
Tirpitz was clamouring, the reopening of the submarine
war was being urged; von Bethmann was tottering to
his fall; his speech in the Reichstag, wariike as it was,
did not satisfy the mad warriors into whose hands
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"BELGIUM WILL LEARN WHAT WAR IS"
Germany was more and more confiding her destinies.Now Belgium wiU learn what war is," said one of
the officers at headquarters, with what seemed ahnost
like a personal satisfaction in the prospect.
We felt the reaction of all this ugly feeling in the

meeting at which its effects were discussed, whether

\ ^T?" Legation or in the Spanish Legation,
where Villalobar received us with such ceremony there
in the upper salon hung with the paintings of Goya, each
of us with a little table to write on, at five o'clock hismen servmg tea and chocolate, and passing around ciga-
rettes. The feeling gave a somewhat more sombre at-
mosphere to the reunions of the Comity National, and
was adumbrated more and more in the serious faces of
the members. But most of aU it was apparent in the
meetmgs we had with the Germans.

Discussion with the Germans was apt to be difficult
because of the wide difference between our fundamental
pomt of view; it seems to be ahnost constitutionally im-
possible for them to realize that there can be any other
pomt of view than their own, and the methods they usem war they use sometimes in diplomacy. I can not say
that It was a definite and studied policy to attempt to
frighten the opposite party, and thus make him more
amenable, reduce him to a frame of mind in which he
would be more easily affected and impressed, but they
generaUy opened all discussions by attempts to create
terror and alarm, predicting all sorts of dreadful things
hoiTors and catastrophes, a kind of preliminary shelling
of the trenches. At each new meeting we were met by
statements to the effect that the Comite National would
have to be abolished, that the ravitmUement would have
to end, that the men in the C. R. B. would have to be
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BELGIUM
replaced by others, that perhaps all the diplomatic priv-

ileges would be suspended, etc. There were painful
scenes, black looks, shouting, gesticulating, threats to

pull down the whole work of the ravitedUement, and let

the Belgians starve. And all to be gone through with
every time before the discussion could be undertaken.
When October came the Germans turned back their

clocks an hour to announce that summer time had been
changed to the old time, and thus set their clocks with
the Belgian clocks; but the Belgians turned their clocks

back an hour—they would not have I'heure boche.

The resistance was firm, even if the spirits of Brussels
were low. The Hopes of a retreat had gone the way of
so many other hopes; the winter was coming on, and
there was in the very atmosphere of those rainy days of
early autumn, not only the looming prospect of another
dark and desperate winter, but some sinister, unnamed
dread, summed up for me one day when M. Francqui
said to me:

"Les choses se gdtent."

"L(8 choses se gdtentr I can see the dark face, full

of sorrow, full of pain; the world was looking dark those
early October days. The low grey skies, like those of
the old Dutch masters, the leaves falling in damp
masses, the cold wind blowing in from the sea, gave a
melancholy tone to natiire that accorded well with the

sadness in the heart of men. The conditions of life

were more and more difficult; prices of necessities had
increased to extravagant proportions. But more than
all else there was some presentiment in the air, the por-

tent of some vague, unknown and monstrous catastro-

phe. German submarines had appeared in American
waters; the controversy begun by the blowing up of the
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^ititT* "T*"^r*
'^°''"- ^^^ y°""««' offi^^^s at the

«st™fth t
."*^ 'nentioning the U.58. could not

restrain the enthusiasm that they invariably displayed in
anynewformoffrightfulness/

P*«yeain

What was more serious, the delegates of the C.R.Bwere reporting wholesale purchases
, requisition and ex-

MUHKu (Autumn, igig)

Price before Price, Increase
the war autumn, 1 91 6 Percentage

Frc. 0.80 "kilo

litre
(

kilo

' 0.60

8.00

0.50

0.88

8.60

8.60

8.80

8.50

8.00

8.50

8.75

1.80

0.88

8.00

1.80

0.95

0.95

8.50

8.00

0.40

0.40

0.60

1.50

Frc,
Flour

Sugar

Coffee

Chickory

Bread

Beef, veal, mu'ton
Fresh pork

Salted pork

Cooked ham ......

Suet, etc „

I^rd

Butter

Cheese

Milk

Cream

Rice
.,.

Macaroi
, oodles...

Dried vegetables "

Chocolates, cocoa ... "

O^'^e oil litre

Black soap kjio

"Sunlight" soap, 4 pieces
Sal soda tiio

^''^oil iit,g ^^ ^
The price of cauliflower, carrots and turnips had

increased

That of ordinary fruits had increased
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8.85

4.00

11.00

8.50

0.60

7.00

9.00

10.00

15.00

8.00

11.00

18.50

6.50

0.50

^00
4.00

4.00

4.00

18.00

85.00

18.50

6.50

0.55

17.50

1085

566

S66

400

114

169
* 846

884

888

800

840

888

400

187

850

888

481

481

848

788

8085

1585

1800

1066

800 per cent

800 "
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BELGIUM
portation of native products. Our agreement of April
was being violated more and more. We had sufficient
evidence on which to base the statement that there was
a systematic attempt to help supply the needs of the
military authorities in the occupied territory and the
needs of the civil popuktion in Germany. German
troops in the commune of Nechin had ordered the
BurgMnaster to furnish before evening of a certain day
50,000 kilos of potatoes, and to load them on to the rail-
way wagons, and it required the labours of the whole
population to comply with the order. In the provinces
of Brabant and Liege goats and sheep were being pur-
chased for exportation to Germany or to the front.
There was a lively market of speculators in food at
Welkenraedt, on the German border. It seemed as
though the whole work was about to break down under
the difficulties that accumulated. We had made new and
vigorous protests, asking for a more rigorous control
and for representation on the zentralen, and in order to
give additional force to those representations we had
asked an interview with the Governor-General.
When he received us in the Ministry of Arts and

Sciences that we might present our protest to him in
person, Villalobar, van Vollenhoven and I, von Bissing
was looking depressed and ill; he seemed older, and
showed the haggard marks of care; I wondered if the
quarrel with Hindenburg had had anything to do with
this unaccustomed air, less vigorous than we were used
to in him. Prussian soldier though he was, he was not
always for Prussian methods; he had some conception of
milder means, and he had often resisted the military ele-

ment. But Hindenburg had risen to the position abnost
of dictator; the military were in the saddle and were
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riding rough shod over all civiUan scruples-and Bis-
sing's power was waning.

w.]?i!S I
*?'** '^^' ^"'•^ •" «^ h«»"h he put hiswrinkled hand wearily to his head, and said:

No, the climate here does not agree with me."

f«IHM f"^^^t"
*' ^^'^^^ *^« '«™ark must in-

faUibly provoke. The old soldier had been shooting inthe Ardemies. and bagged three deer and some wildW; game was plentiful just then in those old forests

o?t?oJ fi u"^u"
^''^ *"''"" ''^"«« ^'°" '^^ danger,

forth of 1^
''^"'" ^"'^ ''""^'^^ ^«^h °*her m the

r!^ *if f!r''' ?' '""'•^ '^^ decorations as he stood
there that day m the salon, in an ahnost shabby uni-
form, before a portrait of King Albert.

old man. Catch hun m the right mood, and one couldobtam a hmg, ,f ,t was in the nature of a personalW.
. ^ hmi. I had been greatly worried oversome yom,g American scapegraces who. dining, and

perhaps mdulgmg too liberally in . .staurant one eve-
ning, had mocked some German officers by caricaturing
the^ mamier of bowing, saluting, eating and drinkingThe officers had had the young men arrested, and they

IZl^ *
rj'^ ""'! "^"^^^ predicament than they

realized I had made numerous d-marches in their
favour, but had been unable to secure the dismissal of
the charges agamst them; the military faction was for
pursuing tiiem I had used aU the arguments I could
think of, but to no avail. I had even got Villalobar
to speak a word m their favour, and he had writtenme a note m which he had said, in the tolerance he had
for all human weakness, "It was only youth." and he hadadded a pensive and envious. "Alas!" That day. then
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BELGIUM
when we had presented and discussed our protest, I lin-
gered and asked the Governor-General to let off my
American boys, and to give them passes to HoUand.
He had heard of the incident, and was not at first dis-
posed to be lenient ; the sacred uniform was involved. I
argued with him, and finally, by a lucky stroke of psy-
chology, I said bluntly:

"But they were drunk."
"Ohl" he cried, as if a sudden flood of light had been

shed on the dark complication, "they were drunk, were
they? Then I'll let them go. Don't worry any more
about them."

He gave orders there and then to Lancken, and the
boys were released immediately, and I adjured them
never to minimize the reports of their state on that even-
ing of their dinner until they were safe across the Hol-
land border.

The second trial of Dr. Bull was coming on; we had
just learned that he was accused of complicity in the
complot which had cost Miss Cavell her life, charged
with having given her a thousand francs to aid British
soldiers. I obtained permission for Mr. Ruddock to
attend the trial, and for two days he sat in the Senate
chamber and looked on while a court martial decided
the fate of sixteen persons accused ox having conspired
with Miss Cavell to aid young men in crossing the
frontier. They had been betrayed by a letter written
by one of the group. Dr. Bull did not make in this

trial the favourable impression that he had made in the
other; he enraged his judges by saying that he had
given money to Englishmen because, as he said, since
the Germans shot their English prisoners he could
thereby save the lives of his countrymen. To our in-
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"BELGIUM WILL LEARN WHAT WAR IS"
tense relief, however, the prosecutor asked, not for the
death penalty, as we had feared he would, but for six
years imprisonment. This penalty was imposed then,
and we were once more relieved; and then a few days
later we heard that Dr. Bull was implicated in an-
other matter. Mr. Ruddock went to St-GiUes Prison
and saw the doctor, and while the presence of German
sentinels discouraged conversation the old gentlemanS *

""Y fu*^T^ * ^'"^^ suggestion of the
plight m which he found himself by raising his hand
to the position assumed by one who aims a gun; he
dropped his head over the imagined stock, shut his left
eye and gave a too realistic "Tschkl" with his tongue

T^ ?u !?
*^^ ^^""^^ *"««*'• H«^n« thus drama-

tized the fate he anticipated, he was taken.away the
next mommg to Hasselt. the very sound of which con-
noted tragedy. . . .

And Vernon Kellogg was going away. I have been
rich in friendships m my life and have been shown a
great deal of kindness by those who generously, in my
case have taken the will for the deed and the promi^
for the performance. I had formed many friendshipsm Brussels, I could feel as though surrounded with af-
fection and regard, and

I count myself in nothing else so happy
As in a soul remembering my good friends.

T
^"* ***®'^ ^«s something in Vernon Kellogg, which

1 shall not limit by any attempt at definition, that
made me hke him, so that I was peculiarly sad at his
going. The University of Stanford, an unwritten book,
or something was caUing him. It had been such a
comfort to have him there; he got on well with every-
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BELGIUM
body, with the Belgians, with the Germaiw, with aU
the others, this slender man with the smiling, humour-
ous countenance, this gentleman and scholar.
Already I was lonesome in his going. The seventeenth

of October was a day of a dull sky that grew very dark
as ttie afternoon wore on. The laggard guns sounded
louder than ever, as if to show that while they could
not advance, they could make more noise, reiterate
toeir one and only argument in a deeper, heavier voice.
Kellogg and I were playing truant; we had agreed to
meet at Ravenstein to lunch alone and talk about the
thmgs of a world that once had been, of a world we
sometimes feai-ed could never be again. He came driv-mg up to the terrace, and the smile he usually wore
was gone from his pleasant countenance; in its place
was the adumbration of evU tidings. And then he told
me:

In Flanders the Germans had forcibly seized between
twelve and fourteen hundred working men and carried
them off to Germany to toil in the mines.

I remembered then the speech of HeUfrisch in the
Reichstag a few days before, in which he had dedared
that the traie had come when the empire must force
the men in the occupied territories to work. And I re-
called the repeated conferences with reference to the
chdmeurt, that incessant preoccupation of the Ger'
mans, a subject to which they had returned again and
agam with the nagging persistence that characterized
them; once they had an idea in their head there was no
way of dislodging it.

I was hardly surprised; not that I expected pre-
cisely this, but the Germans had tried every other
means they could think of to compel the chdmeurs to
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r^«.»"^" ^^ P"* '" **>*•' *™»* 'n 'o'« they were

Mm/r;rr " **•--"•— wa.te Jtzz
A AT T *"" **"* P**'"" *o **ke what one wants.And I recalled Hindenburg's quarrel with B.W^ new pohcy was coincidental with the comSn;Hmdenburg to the Western Front; it was the wofk ofMe»nenr, Us miUtaires and they gloried in ft Znly

In "whT '' *^ P°^'^ "^-'^^ -» *« *-ch Bel'

S w- 7 ?™ "• " ^^'^ *^'*^** had been at the time

apphed to the ocmpation»geUet; von Bissing was saidto be opposed to it. and von der Lancken had ^neto Berhn to mduce the Government, if possible. nS^toapply such measures to their jurisdiction.

talked o^Iit^T^^l '"'?"/ ^' "^^* «"«™«>n wetalked of httle else than the deportations, to employ theeuphemum by which the slave-drive became knownDr KeU(^g by that time had details, based on the re-ports of the delegates of the C.R.B.. who had iust

ZZ^IS 5
^™*" """y ^*'« ^'"g made on un-^ployed. and even on employed men. not only in2Belgian etappen but in the territory of the Gelral

a^'Tf '*"1^" ^" Luxembourg and in thrSl
aut. In Luxembourg the Germans had issued ordersftat certam public works undertaken by the BdS
Provincial and Communal authorities, in order to pro^

?urth""V"
*"' unemployed, be discontinued" andfurther orders were given to the effect that the men

tiius hrown out of work were not to be employed bypnvate persons The men had then been inviL by

whJtT"*" T^^I '^"th^^t'es to work for them, andwhen they refused they had been seized by force. Men
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BELGIUM
had been token thus at Li«ge, Dinant and Verviert.
Thu», despite the Governor-General and before Lanck-
en could get to Berlin, the policy was already in voguem the occupatUmtgehiet.

In Toumai demands to work for the military authori-
ties had been made on large numbers of men, who, when
they refused, had been interned in prison camps and
put on bread and water. The relief organization had
been ordered to issue bread to them, but bread only; it
was not allowed to provide any other part of the regu-
lar ration, such as bacon, lard, rice, peas and beans. Be-
sides, numerous demands were made by the military
authorities on' the local committees of the relief organ-
ization for lists of chdmeura. the expressed intention
bemg to use these lists as a means of determining what
men should be impressed for labour in the service of
the German army; and local civil authorities who had
refused to give these lists had already been arrested
and deported to Germany. These acts constituted an
infraction of the undertaking with regard to the forc-
ing of labour, not only the undertaking in The Hague
conventions—no one ever thought of citing them any
more—but of the undertaking in regard to the raxHtaiae-
ment. If the Comity National and the Commission for
Relief in Belgium should accept this situation without
protest they would be acquiescing in an indirect infrac-
tion of the agreement between the Governor-General
and the Protecting Ministers, and, by the limitation of
the food ration, would even be a party to the punish-
ment of these Belgian men.

This then was the denouement, the end of all those
efforts put forth by the Germans and so often frus-
trated, to inquire into the charity distributed by the

424



"BELGIUM WILL LEARN WHAT WAR IS"

Comitt National, and to obtain the liiti of thow towhom it waa given—the chdmeurt.
It waa not difficult to imagine the effect of such pro-

wedingi on the ravitaiUenent; the next courier from
England would bring a demand that either the deporta-
tions or the raw7o«fem«7n< ceaae. And then? It was a
sober and discouraged group that met that afternoon,
but we could do no more just then than to await von
der Lancken's return from Berlin in the hope, not very
strong, that he would bring some sort of good news, andm the more likely event that the news was bad. to pre-
pare to protest.

The press-gang was not a new institution in the zone
of operations. It had been at work, in principle, as early
as June 1915, in LiUe. in Roubaix and in Tourcoing,
where the civilians had been forced to make sacks for
use in the trenches. The correspondence between the
Mayor of LUle and the German commander had been
given to me, and nothing could place in opposition more
strikingly the two mentalities involved in conflict.'

*LilIe, le 18 join, igiA.
EmATt DC aAFPOIT Dl LA SiCTIOM Dl TaANIPO«T DU

16 Avril, 1915
N* J 1*8 AV OOVTXBNSMXNT.

Jniqn'k pr^wnt U fabricUon de mm k sable ae faisait sans en-
pdchement depui. de. moia, U y a environ 4 semalnea qne pour la
premlire fois se montraient dans la population des efforts de retenir
les ouYriers et ouvriires qui sont employ^ dans la maison Couii-
nwu par des menaces. EUes n'eurent tout d'abord aucun r6snltat.
m«me quelques autres fabrique. s'itaient diterminies k travalUer
de sortc que ces demiers temps, environ 280,000 sacs avaient iti
confectionn^ joumellement.

L'agitation parait cependaut avoir continue et a amen6 5 fabriquea
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BELGIUM

h«i bwn amtted and lent to OeraumyfbTluT^^

!• d^penM poor le. s »iiji«„ goooQ,, ZnTl n

(TrMulatloat)

(Signi) Staim.
Po«F eopie eonfova*,

(SigniJ Sooiifa, CaptUiae.

Ami, 10, 1915.

re-nlt; eren «rerd other /.ctorie. dedded to i^A l^t^J"nearly ««o,000 «ek. hare been nuule dX ' * '•*''^

However, the agiUtion appears to have ennth,.^ j . ^
1-dueed five factorie. o„t oTlZ.^^'Z^'i^L^Z.top work heca«e of the lack of working Z. *" '•*^ »»

e^n/nH?" T"T *" '^'^ '" *** '••'"ctloo of each Mck theexpenditure for the M00.000 «ck. .till to be deS^lT.' nlj

(Signed) Stalm.
A certified copy,

(Signed) Sodiko, Captain.
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retired niMiufacturer. who had had a factory at Rou-
haix, who was locked up in a bathroom for twelve days

OevTMuiainMT Uutm
J. N«. 14790. uiU, 1« IS jBia, jjia.

Cera A HnvvRHn
An Mslric de Llllc.

II Mt iMui ra Main cc qui nit:

(•) U Main dolt nm de tont« no influence pour d^tenniner lea
na i rtprcndre le travail.

Pont farantir lea onvriers eontre lea dtugrimenta apria coaclu-km de la pals. le coovemcment eat pr«t k leur d^Uvrer nn certiflcat
eonatotant qn'Ua oat M torcta an trarall.

(b) Pour le caa o& le SS jnln. le travail n'<tait paa repria. 1. con-
fection dea aaca k aable aera donn^ k la Vllle.

(c) Si mime ceei n'atteignait paa le but, lea toilea r^qniaiUonn^ea
aeront tnrojtn en Allemagne 7 acront travaill^ et v<expMi<ea
id anx frala de la viUe.

Je me r^aerve en ontre d'impoaer k la VUle nne eontribntion en

(d) II aera prooM^ a^rirement eontre lea inatigatenra.

(Signi) Vow HiiNKicH.

Pour copie conforme,

(Signd) SoDiNo, Capitaine.

(Tranalation:)

Ooremment of LiUe,

J. No. 14780 uUe, June 18, 1918.

Copjf to 6e rtiurned

To THB MaTOR or LiLLC
The Major wUl take notice of that which foUowa:
(•) The. Major will uae hia influence to induce people to reaume

work.

In order to guarantee the workera againat diflkmltiea after the
condualon of peace, the Government ia wiUing to deliver to them a
certiflcate aUting that they have bee forced to work.

(b) In caae that work ia not resumed by June 28, the work
of making the aaeka will be given to the city.
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BELGIUM
'~V" ^

**i
*!»« *^«^«i°»Ply because he refused touse his moral influence" to compel his former em-

ployees to work.

be unt to Gemany to be made there and returned here at theexpense of the city.
*

a fo"'^"'
' '""' **' '**''* *° *°P*"* °° «" *"y • contribution a.

(rf) The iMtigators will be dealt with .everely.

(Signed) Von HamRicH.
A certified copy,

(Signed) Soding, Captain.

' Lille, le 19 juin, Ipia.
Lk Maime di Lillb

i Monsieur 3e Govemeur de Lille
MownscB ue Gootbbnkuh:

vo^' /l°*"*w-
•** ^'"''«»*** »'• t"-""!- W« toi, 1. copie de

I^^IT::^:
'"' ""^'*"" ^"^ ~"^~«---» »« -s . sable

Vous me ditc« qu'une eertaine agiteOon dont I'AAo n'est mSme

»W II*"*^u.'''I?*'
''""" ^''" '"P^^t^'^-e-nent remarquer qu'ilm est impossible d'entrer dans vos d&iirs

Obliger nn ouvrier on un patron 4 travaiUer est absolument con-

r«7-^""'?
*•
^"*r»«"'"

«»« *'-•«!". absolument contrail

«on detX'"
" '-P*''—ent I'art « de la Convcn-

Vou. ayes recomiu vous-mSme la justesse de mes observations

Quant A la solution que vous propose, de donner k la ville elle-»6me le soin de confectionner les u.s, elle ne pent J&ne pas
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fhJi""'
^'^ '? ** operathmgeUet. then spreading tothe etappengebtet and now in the occupauLge t̂ it

?orrin^Lrr"
''^"^'

'- ^-'-^ ^'"'''' - "'•*''^» p^-

Qnelque risque pcMonnel que je puisse encowir. je reirrette J„„-

Vons «te8 .oldat, ExceUence, vous place, trop haut le .entlm.„*du devoir po„, .ouloir exiger que je trahi.,e leLen SiS^«.^^ent, vou. nWie. pour .oi an fond de vou,Jl^ql du

VeoiUe. agrfer, ExceUence, mes civility.

L« Maiu dk Lilu,
Ch. Delesalle.

(TrauskUon:)

TH. M..O. o, La„ ro ™. Govtl^ilt1^^"•

Mr Govemor,-General de Graevenit. ha, transmitted »eye-terday evening the copy „f y„„ k«er relating ohj^ltke"who are making .andbags for the trenches.

ha. nVJ *JJ'
*''"' " "'*•" •«**"«»" »f ^^^^ the echo even

indu:tt;::p5; tTrrrr •" -^ '-''"'°" *- "'^" *-

Jz^. t'^rTo'iit^o^rd-r^
""^ ^- *" -*' ""*

"
'•

trJ^
*«''*"

! rr"""" °' " '"P'^y" *° ^«* " •b.olutely con-

whlrat''th!r°*"-
"•*/?"''' ^'^ -J"*""' "^ »y «»'«--«on

tot wo,r ^*'?.'"* °^ *''•' occupation, it wa, a question of find-

fere in that. 1 invoke the same reasons to-day.

city itself the task of making the sacks, .bat cannot even be con-
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, BELGIUM
Jjegan-this kidnapping, this shanghaing. this crimping.
this slaving, in those remote and obscure hamlets whidi

^^XTi7 '"*' "
'
''""^ "'^" '"•''^ -• '«" -«

to ::r;;'::zir'"''™''"^' *'-'-**- »>••»«

of dlT 'Jw"'
^''^'"•«y' y-" Pl«« too high the .enttoentof duty, to wish to compel me to betray my own. If I did other-

wise, you wiU have for me in your heart only contempt
I pray yon to accept, ExceUency, my compliments.

Th« Matok or LiLU,
Ch. Dklisallc

KoMlUlfDANTtm LlLU

**", Lille le 20 jnin, 1915,

« h. SO (allemande).A MoNsuvR u Maiu di Lille:

?oJ A^ % ,? ' ''^*"' J"**"'* '""^«* *^' ^ -*««^ doitdone «tre fait, pour que 5 otages se trouvent tou. lea jours, k 7 h.du «,ir, k la CitadeUe, pour y rester jusqn'* 7 h. du matin.

9 heui^
"* ^^ •«Wo«frf'*ai le SO VI, 1915, k la CitadeUe i

^
Son ExceUence le GouTemeur r^pondra » part 4 1. lettre dn

(Translation:)

Kommandantnr of Lille

8848.

iSigni) Vow OsASTiNtrs.

Lille, June 80, 1915.

8.80 (German time)
To THE Matoe or Lille

let S ' ** '"''"'" '""''^ *» "»«-' ™t" ^-th^'
orders. The n«5^sary steps must be taken then for five hostages
to repor^ every day at 7 o'clock in the evening in the City HaU^d
to remain there until 7 o'clock in the morning.
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fa»ew so many more horrors than the cities because therethe feldn^ebeU and under-officers were ^.rlT.^Zl
^
T^roU m be cdled to^j, j„, ,o, «t th. ClUdel .t 9^ E«dlenqr the Gore»or wUl reply .ep„.tely to the Mayor'.

(Signed) Von Gkaktinits.

Lille, le SO juin, 1913.
. -, OOVmntUMVT Dl LlLLB

if Moirnsim u Maiu dc Lille:

^ "^^"par ifr
'""'' '* ^"^ ~-''"" d'ex^ter'ldt-

ort^bTlJ^r
*^*""'*'*'*" " P".gr.phe 58 de r«>cord du 18octobre J907. Je too. Invite de nonveau k insirter anor*. d^

IJn^l ^.1}"^ do wir 4 7 heure. du matin, jnJr*!• Kpriw de la confection de. mu».
^^'^

(5^) VokHiihwch.
(Translation:)

Oovemment of Lille. t <n »

T«-„ w Lille. June SO, 1915.
*® »H» MATOn OP LiLLB

J»w '***l!^
^"" ''**•' "^ *^* 'S"* of J""*, in which you tellme that you have not the right to force . workman to work «dtut it i. again-t your duty to coun«l him to execuLthe w«k
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BELGIUM
no supervising eye, and since in the Gennan system
there are no equals, but only superiors and inferiors,

desired by the GoTeniment, as being in contradiction with the
Hague Convention.

I have never wiihed that you should um any duress on the work-
men. I rather hoped that yon would obtain a way of cou..llation
to protect the city and the workmen against trouble.

I could in nowise share your opinion that the nunufacturc of
sandUgs is contrary to paragraph 5S of the accord of the 18th
October, 1907. I ask you again to insist to the employers and
to the employees. I am convinced that the greater part of the
workmen wiU ask nothing better than to be able to earn their live-
lihood.

in case that by the 2Snd of June at 10 o'clock in the morning
work is not rcfumed, I will find myself obliged to take the most
rigorous measures.

The favour that I have accorded to the hostages of the city I
put an end to from to-day. Five hostages wiU have to pass the
night in the Citadel, from 7 o'clock in the evening to 7 o'clock in
the morning, until the manufacture of the sandbags is resumed.

(Signed) Vow Hiinrich.

Le SI join, 1915.

Lb Maox dk Lili«
A MoNsnuR LM GouTxufium ton Hiinbich, Lillk.

MoNsnim ut Gowkbnkvk:
Je Kfois votre lettre de ce jour, et m'empresse d'y r^pondre, je

ne puis que vous confirmer ma lettre du 19.

Depuis plus de huit mois je crois avoir fait preuve du plus grand
espnt de conciliation, et vous n'h&iiteres pas, je I'espire, k recon-
naftre la loyaut* parfaite que j'ai apport^ dans mes rapports avec
lautorit6 occupante.

Les onvriers qui travaillent dans les tranche "prennent part aux
operations de la guerre contre leur Patrie." Je n'ai pourtant
jamais cherch6 i les en emp«cher, estimant que chacon de mes
concitoyens ne relive que de sa propre conscience.

Mais quand U s'agit de mon devoir personnel, il n'y a pas de
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so that every man is cowering before the man above himand bullying the man below, they could work their
brutal and irresponsible wiU as they chose. Prowling
thus in far and hidden comers of the land they pounceduron their helpless prey, rounding slowly, stealthily in

to the^ist^''
"*'*'' ""^^^f ®™''*'* ^^ Antwerp

The stories of the seizures, with details of a cruelty
and brutahty the like of which one could recall only

conciliation ni de transaction pos.ible. Mon devoir dan, la cir-

z:!:^:v:^^T "" ^"^
'- -^ ^""*' -'^ -•*"^" •-•

Von. me dites que si le travail n'e.t pa. rcpri, demain, de, punl-bona rigoureuses seront inflig^es k la Ville
Pourquoi voule.-vou, rendre rcpon.able' „ne immense popula-fon innocente, et ne pa, e«rcer vo, rigueur, contre celui-li .eulqui a..un.e et accepte le, rcponsabUitA., de .e. acte.?
VeniUe* agr&r. Excellence, me. civility.

La Maiu OB LiLu.

(Iranslation:)

TH. M..0. o, L... „ ™. Go.„Ko. vo. ^rJ/i^l^LMr Governor-I receive your letter of thi, day, and I ha,terto reply to it I can only confirm my letter of the 19th
For more than eight month, I have tried to give priK,f of the^t .pirit of eoncUiaUon, and you will not hesitate, I ho^ to-^gn..e the perfect faime,, that I have ,hown in Ly Z^L^with the occupying authority.

cwmg,

Jll^'T''^ T" "'^° '"'* '" ""= *"='"=''«« "« t-J'-ir part in

ever tned to prevent them from ,o doing, feeling that each ;ne ofmy f llow-c,t.«en, ha, to obey only to hi, own conscience.
But where there is a question of my personal duty there is noconchation and no discussion possible. My duty in' the"Z^
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BELGIUM
vaguely out of the memory of tales, long since read, of
slave-drivers in the African jungle, came up to Brus-
sels from the provinces, and after the first dazed in-
comprehension, the early scepticism, there was a rage
and indignation far beyond that produced by the ear-
lier atrocities. These, as I have said, had seemed to be
accepted by the people in a kind of dumb fatalism, as
they might have accepted some terrible cataclysm in
nature. But this deed, with its monstrous and cynical
cruelty, perpetrated upon a cultivated people, in the
year of Our Lord 1916, at a moment in the history of
the world when, despite all its disiUusions, it believed
human slavery no longer possible on any of its conti-
nents, created a rage that was black, implacable, re-
morseless, a hatred that found its savage intensity deep
down m the primeval instincts of the race. I had never
imagmed, much less seen, any human emotion compar-
able to It; I hope never to have to look upon the like
agam. It transformed the faces of men I knew; they
grew hard, dark, stony, until a livid hue of passion in-
formed them, and then theu- eyes blazed, their jaws
were set, and they could find no words to express their
loathmg of this foulest deed committed by man, or that
hatred of the men who committed it.

stances is so clear that I cannot escape without forfeiting my bon-

You tell me that if the work i. not resumed to-morrow rigorous
punishment will be inflicted on the city. Why do you wish to
render responsible . whole innocent population and not exercise
your rigours against him who alone assumes and accepts responsi-
bility for his acts?

I beg you to accept, ExceUency, my eompliments.

Tm Matok of Liub.
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^^J^Eiclavager they would wy, with . harsh, rasping

I'f^'^f"*"'^''"
-And they would repeat:

L'Etclaoager

.tliSl.l'^"'*^''
!**" '"""^'^ "**'* *° **^ «y«. tears

t^Z /
""P°**"« "» «»e pawionate and terriblelonging for revenge.
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TO ASBASSINATE A NATION'S BOtTL

Von B188IN0 was just then maturing a plan over
which he had long been brooding, a plan more auda-
cious, more far-reaching, more imaginative, and more
noxious in its effect on the life of the Belgian nation
than the slave-drive of the military power imperso-
nated by von Hindenburg. The von Bissing plan
showed a certain fifutte, it was no mere recrudescence
of medievalism, no reversion to the ancient type. Both
men wished to carry out the imperial German scheme
of conquering and annexing Belgium in order to have
a foothold whence Germany might strike at England
and America. Hindenburg, heavy and ponderous, could
think of nothing more original than to drag Belgians
off into slavery, after the manner of conquerors in an-
cient times. But Bissing, old, wily, subtle, had a deeper
scheme, the sequel of the inauguration of the Flemish
university at Ghent; by an adroit appeal to the old
racial feeling between the Flemish and the Walloons,
he would divide the Belgian nation; he would give his
policy the appearance of a spontaneous and generous
act undertaken in the name of the very principle for
which the Allies were fighting, the right of smaU na-
tions to govern themselves. He would stand by benev-
olently, holding out a patronizing and protecting hand,
while the Flemish set up for themselves the Flemish
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TO ASSASSINATE A NATION'S SOUL
State under a German protectorate, and in this way gainAntwerp and the Belgian littoral, the foothold onT
'^A T^""^ ^* '''"^* democracies of the British Islesand the American continent. This daring and ambi-

!H" r*' '''
V* ^P^"'* ^"°«' ««^<^' had any

tL l^I- J""*''; ^"T ^'^''"^ *'^ "°* understand
the Flemish people, but he did apprehend the fact that
whatever chahce his scheme may have had was destroyed
at a blow by the savage policy of the burly hero intowhose enormous wooden statue the Germans, like sav-^s with some fetich or totem pole, were enthusias-
ticaily driving nails.

Von Bissing. having studied "The Prince." was al-ready dramatizing himself amid the acclamations and
the enthusiastic Hochsr of a posterity that would hail

T u}^ ^'* ''''^*''*°' °^ ^«^«i"™ and « the manwho had amiexed it to the Empire, when Hindenburg.
coming to the Western Front, ruined all his careful

IT. ^ 1?
^"^'h^™ «nd impetuous wiUI And he

had to swaUow his chagrin and go off to Ghent, and

pZjr •' *^f
"*y-«"* °f O^^ober. to open the new

Flemish university by a speech in which he sought to
flatter the pride of the Flemish people.

It must have been a bitter and ironical moment for
the did satrap who was trying to rule his province witha pretense of paternal concern, to think that at the verymoment when, posing as a patron of learning and of
art. and the saviour of the Flemish people, delivering
an address m openmg the Flemish University at Ghent
he could catch the strains of the "Lion of Flanders" sun^by the Flemish workmen whom the stupid mUitairi*
were draggmg off into slavery, leaving behind them intne land he was trying to conquer a hatred for the very
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BELGIUM
word Gennan—IHmVcA—that would bum u long m
there was memory in Flanders.
Baron von der Lancken returned from Berlin with

the result that we had expected; there was nothing to
be done. The German military authorities were stub-
bomly determined to go through with it at all hasards.
even if it put an end to the ravitaillement.

That week, for the second time since the slave-drive
had begun, the delegates of the C.R.B. came in from
the provinces for their regular meeting, shaken by the
scenes they had witnessed. Tuck, Richardson and Os-
bom came to tell me of it. Tuck had stood on the
bridge at Mipns and watched long trains of cattle cars,
many of them open to the sky, pass under it, filled
with Belgian miners, going into slavery, and singing
"la Braban^onne" and "la MarseiUaise" as they went.
The people, gathered in crowds on the bridge, flung
down to them turnips, potatoes, anything and all they
had; the men seized these raw vegetables and ate them
ravenously, like animals. The crowd joined in their cries,
the single German sentinel on the bridge running about
meanwhile and imploring them to be still. Every one
of the delegates had some such tale to teU; they were
half sick with the horror of it, but they had rendered
all the help they could, even when that help was only
the sympathy they could not refrain from expressing.
We determined on a protest, and formally asked an in-

terview with von der Lancken.
It was on Friday, the twenty-seventh of October, a

day of cold rain and wet leaves falling dismally, that we
went to discuss it. At five o'clock in the afternoon at
the Politische Abteilung, the Marquis of VUlalobar, M.
van Vollenhoven, M. Francqui, M. Emmanuel Janssen

488



u .1 I

TO ASSASSINATE A NATION'S SOUL
«nd Imet the Baron iron der Lancken and Dr. Brohn
and Dr. Reith, of the VermittlungMteUe. Before tak-
ing up the question of the deportetioni. von der Lanck-
ea, opening the meeting in his formal way, asked Dr
Berth to read us a letter just written by the Governor^
General and addressed to the Protecting Ministers, ac-
cordmg what we had asked at our latest interview with
bun, representation on the various zentraUn, and a more
sbrmgeat control. The letter was satisfactory to us, and
then we made our formal protest against the deporta-
tiOTf, and the Baron said that he would define the atti-
tude of the General Government in regard to the ques-
tion.

^

It was very stiU in the little salon; von der Lancken,
sittmg by the marble-topped table, undeniably hand-
some m his uniform of delicate blue grey, began his
reply by saymg that in Germany the old men and the
women and the children were working in the fields,
while in Belgium there were seven hundred thousand
Idle folk, more than half of them men; for the most
part young and capable of working. His ExceUency
the Governor-General had twice, publicly and offi-
cially, offered work to the chdmeurt but it had been re-
fused; now. because of the lack of labour {le manque
de mmn d'oeuvre) in Germany the General Govern-
ment was determined to force these Belgians to go to
work. The General Government, he said, elt that it
had not only the legal, but the moral right to do this;
that idleness was always a menace, and that if the war
continued a year or two longer these men would lose
the habrt of work completely {Ot perdront compUte-
nent I habitude de travaUler) . They would, therefore,
be transferred to Germany—some ten thousand had
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BELGIUM
tinady been tenfr-Mid there they would be set to work
in the fields, in the quarries, and elsewhere, but not one
of them would be compeUed to work for the army or
for any military purpose whatever.
He paused a moment, with a wide, exculpating ges-

ture as of one who admits some trifling exception, and
said:

"JeneditjHuquepatunteulnetravaaieraaunraa
9wr lequel un train mOitmre paagerth-maU. . .

."

The decision had been made, he added, and—there
would be no rescinding of it Dr. Brohn, who was a
dwector in the Krupp works, remarked that there were
hundreds of Belgians working in the Krupp works but
not in the munitions department. But, said one of us,
Belgians had been set to work making trenches in north-
em France. But this the Baron denied; no Belgian,
he said, had been employed at such labour save those
who had come voluntarily and asked for work, though
he did admit that some of them had been employed on
the new fortifications at Antwerp.

Vaialobar and I by turns caUed the Baron's atten-
tion to the storm that the reports of the seizures would
produce in the world outside, and asked him if they had
considered the effect the measure would have on the
ramtamement. The Baron replied that the Comite
National and the Commission for Relief would be re-
spected, and the engagements entered into with them
would be kept. The Governor had not and would not
ask the Comit6 National for the lists of chdmeurs.
Then we called his attention to the state of affairs

in the province of Luxembourg, where there were no
chdmeurt; the communes had undertaken public works
in order to provide employment; they had begun to
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buiU roada, bridgei, town halls, ditchet-any juitiflable
Improvement that might lighten the needs of the peo.
pie. But the German civil president had ordered all
this construction discontinued; he had even gone so far
as to prohibit workm ,. living in one commune to go
mto neighboring nH.uruutn in sesrch of work. Dr
Reith replied for the .< nm, >,..,/ that these public
worlu had beer ....(Jm. • . ,itc, u.e Germans had
caved for yrcrUmov, >*,u.' was . ..bUess accurate
enough, since tJu- (i^nnans hud Ik,ran calling for work-
men almost as soon a. ^L^ ot.upntiun began, and that
the Belgian aut/ioriti. s h.i.l i.iaugurited these works in
order to defeat Uie Gennun j.: .. to secure manual la-
hour.

It was a long and funic discussion; one after another
we brought up all the objections that so readily oc-
curred to the mind, but to no avail. There was once more
that unpregnable impasse, that magic phrase—military
necessity; Mettieurt le» mUtaires had pronounced it,
and that closured all debate. Baron von der Lancken
shrugged his shoulders to show that he was powerless,
and besides, he had not been in favour of the policy.
... The discussion went on, was interminable, and at
last despairing. There we sat, while the evening closed
in, perplexed by the difficulty the modem mind expe-
nences when suddenly called upon to establish any ele-
meijtary and universaUy admitted principle, something
long accepted as axiomatic; as that the earth is round,
that tides are coincident with the phases of the moon,
that there is a law of gravity, that liberty is a right,
that human slavery is wrong—Villalobar, quiet in a
wide fauteuil close to the Uttle table with the marble
top, playing with the dosnier he always had before him,
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piclriiig up and letting faU the papers of his numerous
affairs; Dr. Reith, the only one of the Germans in
civihan clothes, wearing an extraordinarily high coUar;
Dr. Brohn, a big, mild, agreeable man in the dark blue
uniform of the 2nd Alexandria- regiment, caught in
the cogs of the terrible German machine; van VoUen-
hoven, ruddy, taciturn; Emmanuel Janssen in scrupu-
lous black, with never a word to say; M. Francqui, sit-
ting sidewise in his chair, one short, fat leg crossed over
the other, nervously smoking cigarette after cigarette,
his eloquent dark eyes darting here and there their bril-
liant glances, which nothing, not even the shadow of
an expression, ever escaped; and Lancken, with his air
of youth, trim. weU-groomed, in his uniform of deli-
cate blue grey, his black hair clipped short and care-
fully brushed, his blue eyes fixed on the sheet of paper
on his knees, the faint adumbration of an enigmatic
smile about his lips. It was still in the »alon when
suddenly M. Francqui, with a nervous movement, un-
crossed his legs, turned restlessly in his chair, crossed
his legs again, and exclaimed, as if to himself:
"Nous tommes des n^gresr His dark eyes were

flashing, and over the face of Baron von der Lancken
there swept a scarlet flame; he turned quickly and ex-
claimed:

n^°**'
^^ *** ^**^^^ /»«-»Mr«re que vous diriez celal"

Then sUence again, very deep; a vast wearinesa of
a common recognition of the whole impossible situation,
of the madness and horror of the war. Villalobar sighed
heavily, the sigh was audible all over the salon, and
turmng wearily toward the Baron, he said:
"Cette guerre dure trop longtemps; vous et I'Ang-

leterre devriez y mettre fin."
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The words wrung suddenly from von der Lancken ahuman cry:

"Cette guerre abominable doit ceuerr he cried, strik-
ing his knee with a clenched fist. "Nou» »ommes priUt
Pourqnoi les antrea ne veuUnt^ pat la paix au»rir

There was an instant, the only one, no doubt, in all
the hours of all the different discussions we had had in
that gay little yeUow Louis XVI »alon, with its closed
piano, Its chairs with the satin cushions wearing out by
unwonted usage, its mirrors that had reflected so many
strange and varied forms and features, when we werem accord. ...
The discussion was fraying out into those vain and

Idle repetitions that mark the end of most conferences;
some one, ViUalobar, I believe, asked Lancken to state
once more the official German position with regard to
the ravttatUement~he had ah-eady stated it five or six
tunes-and the Baron, emphasizing each word with ablow of his fist on his knee, said:
"Nous re»ton» et now, regterons dans not droiU-

nous respectom et mm, respecterons nos engagemenU:^ne toucheromt en Hen au ComiU National/*
That was aU

;
the meeting was over, and we sat there,

benumbed by the conviction, the absolute and disheart-emng certamty. that aU argmnent, all discussion, aU
reason, aU appeal, was useless. Lancken had no power;
he was engaged in the impossible task of presenting the
deeds of the reiters and hobereauw under a light that
would somehow reconcUe them with the ideals of west-
ern liberal culture, apprehended by him in his ten years
at Pans; even Bissing. the Governor-General, whom all
Belgium cursed and execrated, whose name was anath-
ema, the old man who stood to Britain and to France
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BELGIUM
and to America as the very sign and symbol of all that
was abominable in German theory and practice, even
he had not been severe enough to suit the General Staff.
There was but one argument that could impress the
military power, and that was a knock on the head. I
had come a long way and reluctantly to a conclusion
so utterly at variance with all I had thought and
dreamed for years. I had learned that there was but
one hope, one salvation for the world, one hope and
one salvation for the German people themselves, and
that was that the military caste of Germany be defeated
and passed under the yoke—literally; it was the only
thing that they could understand.
The result of this formal protest, like the effect of

mformation we had received in several private causeries,
was the conviction that if any representations could
avail they would have to be made at Beriin. In these
circumstances I could only report the facts to Wash-
ington, and ventured to suggest that some action be
taken at Beriin, where the power, if there was any
power m Germany higher than the General Staff, alone
resided. My course was approved and the suggestion
adopted. Mr. Gerard had gone h-me and Mr. Grew
was irf charge at Berlin, and I sent him all the facts
upon which to base a representation, and suggested to
Mr. Grew that in case protests, appeals or representa-
tions should fail to stop the hideous thing, some policy
at least be adopted by the Germans, that if the pretense
of seizmg only ehdmeura were observed it would be
something, and that if certain classes of exemptions
could be created, such as would include married men or
heads of families, or only men apt for military service,
or some such thing, it might somewhat ameliorate the
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situation. I suggested also that the camps in Germany
be open to inspection by representatives of our Em-
bassy there, or, since Spain was in charge of Belgian
interests at Berlin, to the representetives of the Span-
ish Embassy.

November came, cold and gloomy, with the bells toll-
ing on AH Saints' Day for the dead; the bells in the
ancient little chapel of Stalle, behind the Orangerie
clanged dismally all day long. There were long, woe-
begone processions in black, winding toward the ceme-
teries, and there were thoughts of the dead in those aew
graves all over Belgium and down along the Yser;
thoughts, too, of all those who were being herded by the
slavers to living tombs in German mines and quarries.
The Kelloggs were about to depart; Mr. Warren

Gregory, the kwyer of San Francisco, had arrived to
succeed Mr. Kellogg at the most difficult moment in the
history of the ravitaiUemcnt. Mr. Hoover had come
over from London to discuss with M. Francqui an in-
ternal problem of organization of great difficulty and
delicacy, and for days that discussion went on,' with
frequent references of its details to me. It was a trying
week, and in addition to the trouble in which it was so
prolific there was the uncertainty of the election at
home. One morning Harrach sent me word from the
Politische Abteilung to the eflpect that Judge Hughes
had been elected. Two days later, he sent word that the
result was in doubt, and then, the slowly emerging fact
that the President's course had been vindicated by the
people.

Baron von der Lancken had gone to Beriin again.
He was about two days and immediately on his return
(November 11) I had a long conversation with him, in
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BELGIUM
which he said that through one of the representatives
of the VermittlungssteUe had seen Mr. Hoover, he had
heard that it had been suggested that the Belgian campsm Germany be open to Amaican or neutral visitation
and inspection; he said that he was heartily in favour
of the suggestion, and wished to know if it had ema-
nated from the American Government, or from Mr
Hoover, or from me. I told him that since we were
hvmg m a world where every one seemed to be much
naore concemed about the credit of a thing than about
the thing itself, I wished not one to be deprived of what
was his; the idea was Mr. Hoover's, unless it were Vil-
lalobar's. for Mr. Hoover had mentioned it to me after
a conversation with Villalobar. It was, indeed, the idea
of Mr. Hoover, who was still in Brussels, and indignant
over the deportations, and Lancken said he would tele-
graph at once to urge it on his Government's considera-
tion. I said, too, that bad as the whole policy was it
would perhaps be less evil if there were some principlem Its application, and I told him of the indiscriminate
Mizurcs that were being made aU over the Hainaut and
Brabant. The Baron said that they could not distin-
guish between chdmeurs and non-chdmeurs because they^ not the lists. I replied that, of course, the Comite
National could not give up the lists.

"Mon Dieu, nonr he said, lifting his hands with an
mmical gesture as if of pious horror. "Le ComitS
National e»t mcro-aaint."

There were the burgomasters, too, but without my
having to remind him, he realized that they could not
give up the lists.

"lU aercdent lynches" he said.

I asked whether, if we were to bring to his notice cases
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policy «s he had defined it. such as seizures of men who

L'hr'^'y:?ij^ "°"^^ be considered and r^ific^«id he rephed that they would. It was agreed that MBelgians employed either by the C.N. or by the C.R.B

Ba«,n s visit to Berlin had been rather barren of rJ

We were sitting in the little upper room where heworked; ,t w«, a chiU. autumn day! but the smaS "ove

^iZ v"^ 1°^ *^** "°™'"« '^^ I told the BaronAat the pohcy of deportation would c^ate horror anda furore of mdignation in America and indeed every-wh« m the wor d outside. The Baron said that *e
^««iior-GeneraI was preparing an interview to beg^to an American jownalist for the purpose of ex-planog the deportatiow to the American people and
for &e purpose of affectin, public opinion. There

numborto appear. .»] ht p«nted out in it to me an
artirle wh„A contained an appeal to neutral countries,

^^s to ite neutral ««trics then represented

"II* tmptnt mr voutr he —yj
And l^ea he asked:

"f't-cegu'ondmtvouMf^kciterde* elections? Ert^e
rrtuon ou iwnf
I could only tell him that I had no accurate news, andhe rummaged through the «w^per file on his litUe

table and found and read an Associated Press dispatch
wh.ch s«d that the President had two hundred aid
seventy-seven votes aad was elected; and then he asked
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BELGIUM
me many questions about the system by which our Pres-
idents are chosen, and I explained it, as I had to explain
it so many times, and to so many persons; it was then a
mystery to Europe, like so many other things in our
America I

The Belgians had somehow acquired the impression
that the national conventions in June had decided that
question; they thought Mr. Hughes had then been
elected to succeed President Wilson, and the recrudes-
cence, as it seemed to them, of political discussion on
the other side of the sea, confused and puzzled them.
They would say to me:
"Mah. je peruau que Monsieur 'Ugue"*—u they

pronounced.Hughes—"a {Ujd Hi iluf
It was a result, or at least the defeat of the President

was a result, for whidi the Germans, as some of them
did not hesitate to say, were hoping.
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ev,^\rr!K*°^.^™" *'* "«^ «» ^P««t and so in-

.uanti.esofe^L^^o'^iit^^tT^^^^^
ttey controUed the raUways. and aTtiey usfdTttewagons to carry their troops to the Fr^^ ^ ^l

fore Nov.^^
'*^'"^* '^'"'^ ''f t'^^^Port. and ^fore November was gone the canals were frc^n ov^the barges could not move, and coal for use ofThe b!['

IteS ^ITJ'^1.''^
*^°^ '"^ *^«« '^^^ that pre-sented to me one cold morning as, in mv selfish fn« t

Jr. '"'*'5«"" »"* putting in b.lk5l_«,,ne sort

JitfoM""^' "'*•'""=''"' Along thoJIJi^b

aes « , bl«,t wld mass along the tramway, bent overw.tt b.p or b«,kel,. grubbing wHh their W?"frZ«^for tmy bits of coal. It w«, one of ttoiT»'l-««g .pect«a«, ,«» infrequent in «„« of 1^
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BELGIUM
but abounding in time of war, of the indignity that life

heaps upon the poor.

It happened to be the day of King Albert's fate, and
there were the usual Masses at Ste.-6udule nnd at

Saint-Jacques-sur-Caudenberg, the usual crowds, "Vert
VAvemr." its last chords gliding into "La Braban^onne,"
then swelling loudly and more loudly, then the demon-
stration, the shouts, the cries for the King and the na-
tion, and the usual arrests. The Germans were parad-
ing their mitrailleuses to cower the restless people, an-
gered that day more than ever by the publication in the

Brussels journals of a French translation of von Bis-

sing's interview with the correspondent of the New
York Times^ in which, as Lancken had predicted, he
explained and tried to justify the deportations.*

*La Qvutiom on CHditiuM
Le comspondant berlinois du Nen> York Timet a interview^ S.E.

le Baron von Hissing, Gonverneur g^n^ral en Belgique. En com-
MBtaiK de cette interview, la Quette de I'AUemagne du Nord
pablie un long article. On sait rempressement qne nous mettons k
placer sons les yeux de nos lecteurs, A qui par-dessos tout la docu-
cnMien est n£cessaire k cette heure pour apprfeier raisonnable-

nwnt les 6vhnements, les ferits officiels on officienz desqnels peut
ressoKir une saine apprfeiation des faits. C'est dans cet esprit que
ooos reproduisons ci-dessons Tarticle de la Otuette de I'AlUmagne
dm Ntrd: il a trait k une question qui prioccupe au plus haut point

« ce mnanat toos les Beiges, et pour cette raiam sera la par tons

avec iat^t
Pa» suite de I'^traoglement jconomique de la Belgique, dont

I'Aa^eterre e charge saas aucun igmtd pour celle-ci, plus d'un
yllioa «k I Jgcs appauvris, honunes, femmes et enfants, voient

aujowdltui Mar ezistoMse d^pendre de la bienfaisance publique.

En snpptteaa* I'iniportation dea matiircs et en interdisant I'exporta-

ti<m des prod^s faia, I'Angkterre a eandamn£ prha de 500,000
onvriers beiges k un £tat cboniqne d'iMctivit^ qui les d&norslise.
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The interview was in the conventional tone of hy-

poeriay, though there was too much of Parisian sophis-

Eux et leur. fMillIe. «»,t .ujourdhui k 1. charge de. commune..
Pour mettoe to A cet <Ut de chce. devenu de jour en jour plu,
intoMrible et .usii nuiiible pour I'eniemWe du peuple bel« one
pour le. Indlvldu., j'.l tout d'.bord prl. de. «rr«t«. .y.„t pour but
Mit d .mender le. ouvrler. beige, di^^vri, k m rendre volontalre-
ment en Allemagne, .oit dy f.ire tran.porter ceux qui, d'In.tinct
ont penr de travdUer et qui refu.ent d'accomplir contre de bona
lalaire. un travail ad^uat k leur. capacity..
TeUe t$t la thi.e que le g«n<ral colonel Baron von Bi..ing, goo-

remenr g6n«ral en Belgique, a formuKe Inndi au cour. duo
entretien d'une heure qu'il m'a accord6 k K>n domicile k Berlin.
Elle vaut qu'on .> arrSte. Son Excellence d'ailleur. a m«me M
pin. loin; elle a fait re.Mrtir qu'elle con.id<rait I'ivacnaUon de.
.an^travail de "profcion" comme une me.ure de d«fen.e contre
le blocu. de la Belgique et de I'Allemagne par I'Angleterre, U
guerre <conomique mondiale ayant atteint maintenant une noureUe
phwe quelle .emble la faire .'approcher de »>n point culminant
Void comment .'ert ezprimi le Oouvemeur g^6ral:
En retenant le. matiire. premiere., I'Angleterre esaaye de mettre

•on. tt coupe l'indu.trie beige. Elle tend .y.ttoatiquement k mettre
a Belgique .ou. le jong au point de vue fconomique. en pr«voyant
la po..ibilit< de .e .ervir d'elle; au cour. de la guerre fconomique
qn elle prepare contre I'Allemagne apr«, la guerre miliUire. Oea
homme. d'aiTaire. beige, m'ont dit que dans cette guerre feonomique,
la Belgique n'aurait pa. Mulement k lutter contre la concurrence
de 1 Allemagne, mais encore contre celle de I'Angleterre et qu'il.
ertimaient indi8pen.able, sp&ialement en vue de cette double
occurrence, que I'industrie beige re.Ut en activity. L'ivacuation
de. ouvrier. beige. n'e«t un dur wcrifice ni pour le pay., ni pour
la population. N&e..it« provoqnfc par la guerre, elle est au fond
un bienfait pour le. ouvriers et un bien pour le pays.
Pour I'expliquer il me faut me reporter en arri^re jusqu'au i«r

d6oembre 1914, date de mon entree en fonctions. Di. ce jour-U
J «i reconnu le danger que faisait courir k la Belgique la p^nurie de
travail et j'ai entrepri. d'y parer.

•« r- c
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BELGIUM
ticttion in the PoUtuohe Abteilung to permit him to
boMt a patronising intiuMcy with the Ahnighty; I do

L'implMable Uoeiu feononique de I'AUeougne par I'AogleterK
a dn ntaie coop atteiat U Bdgiqae. Son ^conomie poUUqoe qui
depend, eomme voga le Mrei, da I'imporUtion dea matiftTCa prerai^ret
et de I'eiportaUon dea pradoita fabriqoea, a M frapp«e par ce
blocna dana aa rlUUti. II en eit r<aalt« une forte aagmenUUon du
onbre dea chteenra et dea aecoura qn'il a'impoaait de leur aaiarer.
La loague du^e de la guerre a entrain^ un emploi aboaif de cei
aecoun et prmroqu^ une aituation aoclale intenable. C'eat poarquoi
j'al Invitj lea eomnnnea belgea i donner de I'ocnipation au plus
grud nombre poaaible de leura chAmeura en d&sr^tant I'ezteuUon
de traraux pubUea. Or, eette meaure a abouU avec le tempa, k
charger lea e^mmunea de lourdea dettea, dlaproportionnfea am
trarauz entrepria pM elka et momentantoent improductifa. II m'a
falla mettre nn frein k eea d^penaea et limiter lea travaux pour
aana-traraU. J'al fait alora de nouveUea tentativea en rue dobtenlr
1 iaportetioa cb Belgique de matttrea pramiirea; je m'y aula efforc<
au point d'enroyer dea peraonnea de confiance en Angleterre arec la
miaaira de a> informer aur le point de aavoir ai rien ne pourait etre
fait pow aauirer la Belgique induatrieUe de I'arrM <eonon>ique dont
elle aouffrdt J'tUi, diapoa* k prendre leng.ge«ent de ne pa.
utiUaer pour lea beaoina de I'Alkmagne lea produiU fabriqud. 4
1 aide de eea matiirea premiirea par le travail beige et d'ea autoriier
lezporUtion k 75 p.c. de leur valeur: lAngleterre inexorable, a
faft la aonrde oreiUe k tontea lea repr6aenUtiona qui lui <taient faitei
de notre part en faveur de la Bel^que.
Arant que I'obligation m'ait M impoUt de prendre de nouvelle*

meaurea, 80,000 ouyriera belgea environ ae sont rendua volontaire-
ment en Allemagne: Ua y .at ^ trait^s sur le mtmt pied que les
ourriera aUemanda et y ont gagn« dea saUirea d'nn tanx inconna
en Belgique. Ila ont pu envoyer k leura parenta I'argent necemire
k leur entretien, ont obtenu dea cong«a qu'Ua aollldUient pour le
rendre dana leur paya et ontM autoria^a k faire venir leur famUle
en Allemagne. J'avaia esp^r^ que ce travail volontaire prendrait de
plua en plna d'extenaion. Par malheur eat aurvenu I'effet dune
acUve propagande que nos ennemis menaient k I'aide de toua lea
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not know, indeed, that he was that way ditpoMd; at
any rate Bruuels waa ipared that It was all that

moycM bugiMblM, et en faiunt rartoat Tiloir comme argnmeat
qnne In Beiges qui a'tnttlmknt poor oiler traraiUer en AUemagna
n<taJent paa dee patriotei. Cette propagande le fit aupri. dea
families des ourriers qui avaient troav< de I'occnpation en Alle-
Biagne on roulaient y aUer en cherche/, et fat poosi^e au point que
1 OB dressa des listes noires pour y iascrire ces ourriers. EUe ilait
natorellemcnt par endiguer le depart des volonteires.

Cependant, les plaintes qui dans I'entretemps m'^Uient adress^M sujet da manqne de trarail derenaient de plus en plus intoUra-
bles: ce sont elles qui m'ont engag< k publier mon d^ret da 15
Bai de cette annie. Ce d^ret ne pr^roit I'obligation au travail qae
dans le cas ofi un ebdmeur refuse sans raisons valables d'accepter
de faire, mojrennant an salaire convenable un travail ad^uat k sa
capacity. Comme rai«>n valable <tait admis eipress^ment tout moUf
bas« snr le droit des gens. Aucun ouvrier ne peat done «tre con-
iraint de prendre part k des entreprises travaillant pour U guerre;
toutes les aflirmations suivant lesquelles des ourriers beiges auraientM astreinU k des travaux pour U gnerre sont contraires k U
verity

A one qnesUon de son interlocuteur. M. le Ooayemenr gfo^ral
s r«ponda qu'Il avait envisage la Prusse Rh6nane et la WestpLaUe
comme les regions particnliirement idoines k recevoir les «vaca&
beiges, dont I'ivacnaUon est effectnfc de U maniire la plus humaine.
M. le Baron von Biasing continue:

Nous nous effor^ons d'^viter toutes les injostiees quelconques.
J ai donn< des instructions s^v^res pour que le choiz des hommes k
exp«ier en Allemagne se fasse avec les plus grands managements,
sur la base des listes des chdmeurs ajant refusi le travail qui leur
•valtM oiTert Chaque cas est I'objet d'une enqa«te sp6ciale faite
en pr^soice du bourgmestre competent. Les families qui restent en
Belgique seront aid^s par nous jusqu'A ce que eeuz qui ont charge
de In entretenir soient en mesure de leur envoyer une partie de
leur salaire. Leur salaire en Allemagne est en moyenne de 8 mark
par jour, alors que le salaire moytn en Belgique n'est que de 8^4
k 4V^ mark. L'alimentation, en ontre, e»t m<^illniirf> ponr <>iiic en
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BELGIUM
Brussels was spared; the interview added irony to in-
sult and injury by the pretense that the deportations

AUemagne. Les offre, de travail en Allemagne sont port^e, i laconnaiwance d« int^ressds soit verbalement, soit par la voie degrandes afBches murales: la masse des ouvriers qui demandent du
U-aTail augmente de jour en jour.

Malgr6 cela. dans le, parties de 1. Belgique qui dependent de

Z/ n
'
'""-^-^"^ ^'^ «>«=« P'ovinces des Flandres non

comprises, il reste eneore entre qaatre et cinq cent mille sans-
trava.1- ce qui vent dire qu> compris leurs families, il y a sur lescmq mdhons et demi d'habitants dent se compose la populationbege, plus dun million de personnes qui dependent de la bien-
faisance publique.

enfoL"
q°* «'n<=e™e les motifs pour lesquels les ouvrier. sontenvoy^s en AUemagne au lieu qu'on les force k travailler en Bel-pque, M. le gouverneur general dit:

Comme je vous I'ai dit tantot, I'industrie beige depend de manifere
absoluc en ce qu. concerne les matiferes premieres, des pays d'outre-mer Le Hocus anglais empechant ces matiferes d'y arriver,AUemagne est le seul grand pays avec lequel la Belgique entre-
tienne des rapports commerciaux. L'AUemagne n'a pa. d&ret6contre la Belgique I'interdiction de paiement dont die a fait une loi

contuiue. Des centa.nes de miUiers de personnes ^tant sans travail

c^W ""'"k' ,

*"\1' *'"'"''""* *^° AUemagne, Inoccupation deschdmeurs beiges en AUemagne est done devenue une n6cessitefoonomique et sociale.
"ecessite

On m'a object6 que I'envoi d'innombrables ouvriers beiges enAUemagne, d^truirait la vie de famiUe de ces ouvriers. ^e Z
^ZZ L """^".f

"^^^ °'"'^''""° (•»"'' «'-» P'^-^-«t la

rZl7l ?" '" '"'"'"'' '^"' ^'^"«''«'=''* volontafrementen AUemagne peuvent rester en communication avec leur famUle

^
U, obt.endront 4 des intervalles r^gulie.,, s'ils de desirent"congas pour revenir dans leur pays. II leur est mime permis

beiges sont deja part.s volontairement pour I'AUemagne: ils y sont
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qu'.u lieu de vivre de la ch^2 n, m '^ *'*'""' ^' *"="*' ""te
« leu, est possible de Jo„"l!:tr„:: '' '''''" ^" -•'^'^-.

;»o;^'r^^^:-r;---P.sse„Wnta„o.^^^^^
Je f.it qu-ils aug^ent^ntle Zn att ^7 '"'""''"'' '"'^«« P"
gr-nde &helle d'Allemagne erSdl r'*'"*

'"P^'*'^ ""' "»«
volontaires serait beaucofp p 1 .S":, I

"^ """'" ^'^ *'"-'-
toute, sortes di„fl„e„ces pour d^erseill ,

"' "'"'" ^" '™^«
du travail en AUemagne Nous!l . *" ""^""» "I'-cccpter

de ceux qui h.sitent Squit.ivern; 'T ""^^'^ «=" '^
»>- '-

deu, une contrainte, nous I'eZZZT, """' ""^'""" ""^-^J''

Possible. Si dans obtains casiSsIl IT'" '' '''"' """•-
d'user de rigueur, ceux qui en sont vL ^*' ^"'''^^^ ^'^-''^'

^"•^ ceux qui les ont ^^sZ:::::^^S::^- ^-^^
Translation:

The BerlinclZZZZZT "?"."-""">
His Excellency BaL ^EfsX Go ^ ^"'" ''" '"terviewed
Commenting on this interview the^^.^^^r'"^^^^^^^ " Belgian.,
a long arUcle. Every one knows thf.

'""" ^"''"^ P-W^he.
-der the eyes of our readerrto 1.^™"" "'"" "''•'='' "'^ P'""
necessary at this time i„ ord ; II 7 "' "" '''^°™««on is

stand events, official and unofficilf
>'^ "*^ reasonably „nder-

obtain a sane appreciation ofl ItTs'L?""
"'^'^'^ ""'= ^^

duce hereafter the article of the kl /^
"''*''* "^^ "P™"

treats a question which concerns ever^Rr
^'""'"' °'"'«'- '*

-t this moment, and for thLTeason'^mtld ^ '*'^'"* '^^«-
interest. ""^ '^'^ be read by every one with

<»t »si.v/.tz°.t:t""^'*;"» " ^""°- -»' ««»-
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BELGIUM
justified its execution; as one might have anticipated,
it was based on the customary premise that it was really

the importation of raw materials and by forbidding the exportation
of finished products England has condemned more than half a
million Belgian working men to a chronic state of inactivity which
demoralizes them. They and their families are to-day a charge or
the communes. In order to put an end to this state of things, which
becomes every day more intolerable and as injurious for the whole
of the Belgian people as for individuals, I first issued decrees in
order either to induce unemployed Belgian working men to go volun-
tarily into Germany, or to cause to be transported there those who
by instinct are afraid of labour and who refuse to accomplish for
good wages a work adequate to their capacities.

Such was the thesis that the General-Colonel Baron von Bissing,
Governor-General in Belgium, formulated Monday in the course of
an interview that he accorded me in his home at Berlin. It is worth
while to consider it. His Excellency, moreover went farther; he
pointed out that he considered the evacuation of the "professional"
unemployed as a measure of defence against the blockade of Bel-
gium and Germany by England, the world-wide economic war
having attained now a new phase which seems to approach its

culminating-point.

The Governor-General expressed himself as follows:

In withholding raw materials England tries to bring Belgian in-

dustry under her control. She tries systematically to put Belgium
under the economic yoke with a view of using her later in the course
of the economic war that she is preparing against Germany after the
military wor. Belgian men of affairs have told me that in this

economic war Belgium will have to struggle not only against the
competition of Germany but also against that of England, and that
they considered it indispensable, especially in view of this double
competition, that Belgian industry remain in activity. The evacua-
tion of Belgian working men is not a heavy sacrifice either for the
country or for the population. It is a necessity of the war, and at
bottom a benefit for the working men and a good thing for the
country.

In order to explain it, I must go back as far as the 1st of Decem-
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England who was to blame, in that by her blockade
she had doomed the Belgian population to a demoral-

ber 1914, the date when I entered upon the di.ch.rge of myfunction. Ever since th.t day I have recognized the danger tha^

^mfdTit""
""""'^ "" *'' '•"=' "' ^'•""' •"«» ' »"•- t^<! to

The implacable economic blockade of Germany by England atthe .ame time afTocted Belgium. It, economic Jolicy, which de-pend, a, you loiow, on the importation of raw material, and theex^rUt.on :. finished product,, wa, ,truck a mortal blow by «The re,u i, a great increase in the number of unemployed and ofhe char.t.e, wh.ch it i, neccary to give them. The long duration

^B^t " "''^ ^'' """' ""•"'""''• '^'•^ " ^^y I have a,kedthe Belgian communes to give employment to the greatest possiblenumber of their unemployed by undertaking publfc work. NowUu, mea,ure finally resulted in time in leading the commune, wirh

momenf
'
•^"^T'*^--**'

*» ^^e work undertaken by them, andmomentarily unproductive. It wa, neccary, then, to put a check

Tth^ 'T """ :"' '" """ *''•' ^''"''' ^- ^^^ unemployed
I hen made new effort, in order to obtain the importation inBelgium of raw material,. I went so far as to send tho,e in whom
I have confidence to England with the mi,sio„ of informing them
selves whether or not something could be done to save inLtr."l
Belgium and the economic standstill from which she suffered. Iwas d.,po,ed to agree not to use for the need, of Germany theproducts manufactured by Belgian labour out of these raw mate!nals. and to authoriw the exportation of 75 per cent, of them. But

rrL J f"f
""'r'' " '^"^ '" **» *" representations th.were made to her in favour of Belgium.

Before I wa, obliged to take new measure, about thirty thou,and
Belgian working men had gone voluntarily to Germany. There'hey were placed on the ,ame footing with German working men!and hey gam wage, at a rate unknown in Belgium.' They were
able to ,end to their relative, the money necessary to support them.They were given leave, of absence which they asked to return totheir country, and were authorized to take their families to Ger-
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BELGIUM
ising idleness and prevented the success of his efforts
for la reprise du travail; and this seemed to von Bissing

many. I had hoped that thus voluntary labour would more and
more increase. Then, unfortunately, there was felt the effect of an
active propaganda which our enemies carried on by the aid of all

imaginable means, and by which they put forward the argument
that the Belgians who enrolled themselves to go and work in Ger-
many were not patriotic. This propaganda was made in families
of working men who had found work in Germany or wished to go
there to seek it, and was pushed to the point of drawing up a black
list with the names of these working men. It finished, naturally,
by stopping the departure of these volunteers.

However, the complaints which in the meantime were addressed
to me because of the lack of labour were becoming more and more
intolerable, and they caused me to publish my decree of the 25th
of May of this year. This decree did not provide any obligation
to work, except in the case of non-employed persons who refused
without good reason to accept for an adequate salary labour equal
to their capacities. Every motive based on internaOonal law was
expressly admitted as a valid reason. No working man could bt
compelled to take part in war work, and every information accord-
ing to which Belgian working men have been competed to do such
labour is contrary to the truth.

In response to a question of his interlocutor, the Governor-General
replied that he had contemplated the Rhenish Prussia and West-
phalia as the regions particularly proper to receive the evacuated
Belgians, and that this evacuation was effectuated in the mcst
humane manner.

Baron von Bissing continues:

We tried to avoid every kind of injustice. I gave severe instruc-
tions that the choice of men to be sent to Germany should be made
with the greatest care, on the basis of the lists of unemployed who
had refused work offered to them. Each case was the object of a

special inquiry made in the presence of the competent Burgomaster.
The families who remain in Belgium will be attended to by us
until those who are charged with their support arc able to send them
a part of their wages The wages in Germany are fixed at a mini-
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to be Miffldent reason for "evaluating" the workimrmen, who were "fajng » public diLy"' ft w«

composed, more th«n « ™iii
'»""* P°P"J««on is

charLs.
°"'''°° P"*""' *" «J^P^"dent on public

As concerns the motives for wJiini. fi.„ i •

Germany rather th«n„ I!/ T. ^ '"''"'« °"=° »« «"* *<>

General sl^l:
** *° ""''' '" ^•''«'"-' »'*«' Governor-

™r;e?crrll? cl^^^r*'^ *"" ^''^*='' ^'='«^-
"«

» Picmy ot worlt to be found in Germany, the usf of fJ.» n i •

working men in Germany has become th«ef„l
*""'

social necessity
*»'«'<='"»<', therefore, an economic and

sirFt- - -•-i-'-vx-Ti

W.U even be permitted to take their families with them. SeverJ
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BELGIUM
neither a "cruel aacrifice for the nation nor for the popu-
lation," but a "necessity provoked by the war," and "a

tbonianda of Belgian working men have already gone voluntarily to
Germany; they are placed there, I repeat, on the same footing as
German working men and receive wages at a rate unknown in
Belgium, so that instead of living on public charity and becoming
paupers, it is possible for them to gain an easy situation in life.

The wages they receive are a benefit not only to isolated working
men and to their families, but also to the Belgian economic policy,
because they increase the amount of money sent on a great scale
from Germany into Belgium. The number of Belgian voluntary
working men would be much greater if they were not subjected to
all sorts of influences to induce the labourers not to accept work in
Germany. But in spite of themselves, we must make happy those
who hesitate and who tergiversate. If we exercise any constraint on
them, we exercise it in the most humane manner possible. If In
certain cases it has not been possible to avoid using rigorous treat-
ment, those who are the victims of it must blame only those who
have prevented them from working on their own accord.

Bissing frequently gave out interviews, all of them "carefully
prepared." About this time the following appeared in La
Belgiqme:

L'Adwkistration dk la Bkloiqub Occupfa
Le DUtieUorfer Tageblatt reproduit nn entretien accord6 le 17

novembre k son directeur, M. H. Brauweiler, par M. le g&i^ral-
colonel baron von Bissing, gouvemeur gte6ral en Belgique, an cha-
teau de Trois-Fontaines.

L'entretien a roul* sur les plaintes .-mulfes en ces derniers
temps par divers joumaux catholiques contre I'administraUon alle-
mande en Belgique dans la question de l%alit^ de traitement re-
clam^ pour la religion catholique et la religion protestante. Le
baron von Bissing a express^ment protest^ contre le reproche qu'on
lui adresse de vouloir "protestantiser" la Belgique. II estime avoir
prouv6 manifestement k diff^rentes reprises qu'il est eloign^ de sem-
blable intention. II suffit k ses accusateurs, pour reconnaitre Tinjus-
tice de leur reproche, de constater que da cote oppos6 on lui a fait

460



FRANCIS JOSEPH'S REQUIEM MASS
godsend for the labourers and the country." He endeavoured to avoid "every possible injustS." a^ hTd

ctholique., „.i. q„.e„ celJnt 11 e
'

Iti/frf' "^T ^'

•erver ceux qu'il a II n* r,«i» ^ "i. !,,
""^" '^^ P^n'ol' con-

da nombre de. fo'ctloLairlr,,
"" ""'""' -"gn,.„UUo„

tieUe pour V^^lT^u "•*"" '"'" '*'""* """«—
cxpllcuSn dtrle JaT q' et-'^irrr T""^""

*""^« «»

succi. qu'il rav.lt Mp^rf «« .ffn^f
'"'*,'*»' «««*' »utant de

Enfin, M. le baron von BiMins I'Mt oxnrf™^
ceraant les IntenUons de «„n !r*

'"* '^'^^ ~«nnie auit con-

.uxquel. elle tend, « jLelt'S f ^'"^ "* '" »""•

milieux de rAllen.^. qt r^^t^t"" "'"*^? '"" ^•"*-'-

"Mon progranunfest simple
'^^'!;*""' "^""^*"''««—'ve:

le pay. ou y u.er de repSil.. '^ *"* P*"" °«'^«»*«

I'int^rtt alleLnd'
"P'^*"^"' »«"« Po" k gouvemeur dan.

occupy et d^c^aWerTr .'''
^'-Aninistration d'un p^y,

ment n.on tJTvail p u. di^^^^^^^^
i« "ndrai. „on .eule-

tance, n,ai. J'entrLrai. 1 ;:rde ;«^^^^^^^^
P" '^ -P"'"

giiide par le droit et par la JustTce .» ••
, , !

"«"»°«J«- Je «ui.

otipnlation, du Droit Se genTouVnV- ^'if '^ '"P«^" '"

1
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BELGIUM
given "rtrict orders that the selection of men to be sent
to Germany should be performed with the greatert fair-
ceux qui me reproclieiit one exceuive maiuu^tnde, le fait qoe lea
princlpei de mon admlnlrtratlon ont emp«cM de. trouble, de lurclrdan. un pay. .itu^ .i prt, Ac larrttre du front k TOueat

"Je .ui. un vieux ^Idat et je ne me verr.l. pa. de gaM de coeuraccuUk I. n<ce..it< d'agir pa, le. arme. contre une copulation
.an. d«fen.e. Le meiUeur .ervlce que je pul..e rendre k 1 Empereur
et 4 la patrie, ce.t de gouvemeur ici de telle .orte que de .angl.nt,
.acrifice. p„l.«„t «tre <pargn<. k no. troupe, et qu'il ne faille
.ou. r.i«, a„ front de bataille que de. force. au..i minlme. quepclble. SI ce.t de gouvemer ain.i qu'on me fait le reproche. jeconaen. volontier. k en prendre la re.pon.abillt«."

(Tran.laUou:)

ThI ADUINimATION OP OCCCPIID BlLOICM

,J.l?*l'l!^"^':
r«*'W«« reproduce, an Interview g,«,ted ontte 1 7th of November to it. Director, M. H. Brauweiler. Tj c2n7v

General Baron von Bi..ing, Govemor^ieneral in Belgium, at thechateau of Troia-Fontaine..

The Interview turned on the .ubject of the complaint. expre..edr«en ly by aever^ Catholic newapapera againat the German ad-
miniatration in Belgium concerning the equality of treatmentdem«d.^ for the Catholic and the P*..teatantXon. Ba^voB ..ing prote.ted p.rUcularly againat the reproach made that hewuhe. to "prote.t«.ti.e" Belgium. He feel, that he ha. .hownconduaively on diiferent occaaion. that he 1. far fro "havinguch an .ntenuon. In order that hi. .ccu.er. may reeogni.e h!

d .r """^ *^' "PP"'"' ~'"P'-'»»- He follow. JTere-lore a middle courae.

vo^ B.T'"*
*^' •PP«l''t"«t Of functionarie. in Belgium. Baronvon Biaang aaya that he regret, that at the beginning only • verjfew application, were addreaaed to him by CaTlicf, but at tw't.me he i. ..tiafied to be able to retain the onea he h«. He do^not believe, moreover, that an increaae in the number ^f CathoUc

Core;; T'\^. "' "'•""•' •"-»«* *« *»•« .dminla,;.^ lConcerning the Univeraity of Ghent the Govemor^eneral aaid
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n«M. on the basig of th* i:.». «# *l

that the anall number of r.»i.„ii
~, "

f^ that hi. eltorUll^u,,t:^^^^^^^^ "P"*'-'' ''^ »»-

fe.«,« h.ve not h.d, to hf. Z'1 h
""" "^ ^'*''"'"' P~-

hoped; hi. effort, hj. met wUh 7 ' '"
I"""'

'"' "'"^'' ''« "•«'

Finally Baron von bT.I ^ '*"*"* '"'•«»".

cemlngL generd Int^^^ * o7h7"1
"•""'' " '""- «•-

toward whlchlt 1. alllnTln vl/w 'f
''"""'""""" ""^ *"« "*"

tain cl«,le. fa OernZ wLtV *'';"'""'""• "*'"«' '» ~'-
mildne..: ^ ""'* "P"««'» '>1'" with an exce.,lve

"My program i. almnle I .m —* l
or to adopt ,eprl.<U., but to gov^ln iU„ « ". 7 ""'"* *'"' ""»*''
"Whoever con.ider. the ClTdffilh T'"*"'

'''"»"'•
".mnlng the re.pon.lbllity of th, ^ ,

"*"" "' """ *»^ "t
country. .„d of ~llaboraf.n/ theJ„ T^^^ "' " "-"P'ed
auuned otherwl« than a. I h. f'

^°'" **"* '* "" "o* be
.. «och a. poaalble tt" Ar«eir;.^;;

"" ' -» »-' '« mind

»»ke my work more difficult whS f .7
" ^ *'"*"''' •""* ""'y

Unce, but I .hould im|S^4e J^o
'

^V""'' '^ '^ "« '"P--
«»ided by 1.W .„d by ju.t?ce^Tlt'l "T" ""'"'• ' -
P«>vl.lon. of fatematlonal Iw Wh 1 "^ 1? *° '"P^* »*«
do «>-that aho 1. . duty wWch J^ •» obliged to punl.h I
but I pmU.h only -fter LTln^ eoT.ld^^^^^

"''""" "^ "«-
•«« with my eon.clence. An5 Tti. T »^ ''"'^' "'"* '" «™rf-
tho«, who ,.p^eh a.e7:ithtwlVhIel'l"*'*;

"""' "'^''''^ -"
»e, that the prfaclple. of my adZl^Z'^r^ """'* "•="«"'« *»
•nee. fa . cour'ry .Ituated .„ n !!

'"*'"' Prevented disturb-

f'-rced by nece,.lty to PJe^l byt^of .^r'*" '"' "^"'^
few population. The best .ervlce that I f •™V«""»t « ^efense-
•nd to the country 1. to gove^he^' ;„?/"'*" *" *^' ^"P*""
•acrifice, may be .pared our t^n^ ^.t * """'" *'"'* "«>«Jy
to withdraw from L bat^lCfrTon '"* " "'^ "^ """"'^
ber of .oldier.. If u l, Lr 1 ^^ "*! "•"•""» PO"ible num-
'eproached I conaent ^uJLg'y to^YsT^/th^

""' "'^ *'"'* ' '»
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BELOIUH
^ntim-QtMnh "we murt bring Imppbew to thoMwho m spite of them-elve. he.it.te and .Ve ev«ive. Ifwe adopt compuLion toward them, it i. done in the mosthumanmanner poMible. If. in certain isolated ca«^
It is not possible to avoid rigorous treatment, the vic-
tims have only to blame those who prevented them from
enhsting voluntarily."

The very same day there were a/^cke$ ordering the
restoration of the mined towns of Belgium.* and the

_.. 'ATM

«.u;'rJi'?f"!?
"?""•»•'• • «9» de Son ExceUence le Oouver-

TZIr\ v!
•*' ~««"»«cer, k parti, du !« j.„We, 1917.

* dtooU, le. MtJn^nt. qui, p., suite d«r*nement. de guem. onlM endomm.g«. ou d^truit. .a point do no pk, ,<pond«, .« but
•uquel ill «t«ient deiUn^. .utwfoi..

l~ aro .u out

Ponr cortoino. mino. .itn<e. lo long do 1. rolo UrHe, 1. date

ovmX'"
"*"""'""*"' **" *""^"« «»« dtoolition pourr. «tre

.u.'T. ^T^^^T^' «»bl«ble. conrtructlon, K«,„t exempt*.,
•ur demonde. de TobUgotlon de le. dtooli,. .'H. eUbUwent quil,h^cupent .<rien.e™ent et «,nt k n,6n.e de le. recon.truire ..n,

civil (ZivilkonunUMr) .v.nt de ler j.„^,e, ,9,7. l,, ^^^„ j^,

Udminl.tr.tion comn.un.le qu'il. ont remi. nne demu.de d'exemp-

L. d&kMtion f.ite » r.dminl.t«tion commnnJe pour lul
«.noncer qu une dem.nde dexemption . iU> introduite, entrafne la
«.pen.ion de. tr.v.ux de dtoolltion ju.qu-i ce qu'nne d&i.ion
•oit intervenue et notifi^e k radmini.tr.tlon communale.
L .dmini.tr.tion communale e.t tenue de pr^vcnir le. proprl6taires

de ton. le. Mtiment. en mine, (mftme le. propri^teire. qui sent

oblig^ den commencer 1. demolition .'il, „c demandent etn Qbtiennent pa. une exemption.
De. demande. de .ubside. pour la reconstruction de. batiments
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mjurtice of .uch • demand deepened the indignation
e?i!!!LJP«0P!!^n^eed^^ .t that timel^mS

(Tnnilatioii:)

_. NoTICl
The commuiiAl .dmlnlrtratlon has received f««. hi. v i.

the Oovernor^cner.1 the order »« hltT t
^«""''"y

-t the vjuL .„ :^tL; "t »;
"""? "'" '""'•'

'" ''~'-

.he. h.ve nj:: LTn^tItptZ"""''
"'""""'""-" *^'»

work of de„om,o„ nnmTa.z:':::ivjz'ZT ""
oun.l adminUtraUon be notified

** *'" *'•""•

c« berotSeJt/'thllX^^^^^^^ '"^
"t

"'"""* ""* -"»

denwlLh then, l/they Tao de«L"TT '" "''"«^'' '*' »"«•" *"

Dem-n^. / J.T «««>*nd and obtain an exemption.

mi«ioner 7 "'^'^'^'^^'^ *» »»>» Civil Com-

LOCV..K. Dece«6.r ,5. ,9,6.
"""' ""''"*' '""'^--*'A

^n.™ctirdt^ir-:;^r;/r^::-rj:
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BELGIUM
to rain down grief and calamity on the land. One ofthem a few days later announced that the contribution

guerre, j 'engage les administrations communales k commencer

il y a lieu de faire observer qu'il s'offre ainsi une excellente

SL'TT ""
"r-"-"

"*•"'•' •«—travail :;
outiw !

" "*"'"'^' ''^ l'''8''«="'t"'e reclame moins de brasqu« tout autre moment de IWe, .e prSte particuliirement A c"

trl^JI^'"''"
"ouvent invoqu^ que la loi Lolge defend aux adminis-

absents ou ne consentant pas 4 reconstruire, et qu'elles ne sontcons^uemment p.s autoris^es 4 d^molir le. biitiment, visJs Zr6du.t 4 neant par
J

'arrets pri, par S.E. le Gouvemeur gj^l endate du 18 septembre 1916.

En outre, I'attention est atUrte tout sp&i«lement .ur le grand

.TJ« f t "'^"'••'t'-^t'o'' des Mtiments dftruita. Ces

Tavemer^
--'d^' -ns aucune obligation de restitution ou de

le7Z.fi"- " ~"''''^"* d'introduire le plus tdt possibleles demandes tendantes 4 I'obtention de ces subsides, .fin que lepayement puisse s'en faire dans le plus bref delai
L'.utorit^ allemande attend des administrations communalesqu elles activent &iergiquement ces travaux.

Der Zivilkommissar beim Kaiserl.

Kreischef Brussel v. W«dd«hkop.

(TranslaUon:)

NOTIC. CONCMNINO THI RECONSTRUCTION OF DestHOVM
Buildings

Referring to my circular relative to the demolition and to the
reconstruction of buildings destroyed by act, of war, I charge hcommunal administration, to begin vigorously the work of demoli-
lon envi«.ged by this circular. It should be remarked that thus is

IrJ ""aT T °""''""' *" ^''' ~""'"«'"' ""^'^ to the unem-
ployed, and that the present season when agriculture requires fewer
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. month Ctt^Ct "Tr"' *" """'» '•»«

out l^^mJ^ietZ'^Z'^y'^ ""'*.'' «"'•

«i«d and borne off to r,™ '^"" ''"' "^

to suV X'"'!^ .h: *^,"^"'„f -v"Tannounced that Brussels, SeLertSc.„H T 1"'
communes would thpr..« k ' '"^ ''""'' "*"
which meJtt" X'^FtoiSl"'"'^'

^°~'^"'
"«d in the criminal Irt^I™S [TT^T" ""

orird^tdrrrierh^'r-^^^^^^

The pretext so often invoked that thp B-i-.- ,

•nunal administrations from 1 ,
*'" '""^ P'*'^'*''*" «>">-

inhabitant, who a e le„t or wTT "' *'"' P^P'''*^ ^^ '^<--

their buildings, .nd that1" I ;Ht\r
""""* *" '^~-»'-*

demolish the buildinirs in^!!? : 7 '" ""* «"thori«ed to

decree issaed b, Ws^ZZ^Z gU
"" *" '"'*''*'"^ "^ *"''

date September 12, ,9,6
^ Governor-General and bearing

wilf «s:S ;l"t LTS"' 'T *" ''^ «'"* «''^"*-«^ t'-t

the demolition and rTdn^ZZT^ ""'""" "^ P~^''^«'» f-
subsidies are aecorfedTttuf

"' ^'""•^^'^ »'"'«•"«» These

paya,entof interest It w,;b^:^^^^
"^ -"t"""" or of

the demands for these srhltTn^d"^^^^^^^^^^
''"" "^ '^'''"'^

made in as litUe delay as possible
'''^"'''* ""^ ''«

The Civil Commissioner by the Imperial
Kre.sehel of Brussels, v. W.dd.hko,.

i .(|.r
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BELGIUM
aU this were not enough, a Zeppelin, with horrid whirrof motor, circled low and menacing over the city.Th« on the twentieth of November there was a great
red affiche on the walls, and a red affiche was usuaUy
either the signal or the seal of tragedy. This alfiche
ordered that after the twenty-first of November all pub-he establishments, hotels, shops, restaurants, theatres,
cinemas m aU Brussels were to close at eight o'clock in
the evening. No one. unless he were a German or a
citizen of a neutral country or of a country allied inwar with Germany, could be abroad in the streets with-
out a written permission from the Kommandantur. The
reason given for this measure was that there had been
demonstrations" at Ste.-Gudule and at St-Jacques-

sur-Caudenberg on the King's fete, those pathetic de-
monstrations of sorrow, and of the hope that was trying
so hard to keep itself alive. But Brussels thought it
was a precautionary measure for the night when the
slavers should come to Brussels.'

'AVB

,„nf !!, r^ '/" dftnonstrations politique, considerables se
sent produ.te8 dans le, eglises de Sainte-Gudule et de Saint-Jacques-
sur-Caudenberg et continuees sur le parvis des deux EglisesA cette occasion, des AUemands ont ^t* insult^ par la foule
Pour cette raison, j'ordonne ce qui suit:
A partir du 21 novembre, et jusku'4 nouvel ordre, tons les ^tab-

hssemente publics servant aux divertissements, les hStels, restau-
rants, caf& et magasins, devront etre fem,6s k 8 heures du soir

ratt7btx:i:r "* "'^""^""^
* *-"* '^ *"'^*-- ^^ "^^^-^

obten^Ve' ll ''k ''"'"""V"!T' '" «»*-"««*»> «tc., qui auront

10,74^
K—dantur" la permission de rester ouverts plus

De 8 h. 80 du soir 4 4 heore, du matin, senlc. pourront circuler
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Indeed, turn where one would in Brussels or in Bel-yum those days one saw the evidence of some new in-

hon.h« aUemande et aux ressortissanU de pay, .Ili& ou neutres.

naucs de la pohce communale portant lenr unifoLe, aux empW,

J!™.T r "'"f
•"*'"«""' * '•» ~°*«'«> q<»'y» portent I'uni-fome de leur, soci^t^s et prouvent leur quality d'empfoya

d one amende pouvant atteindre 10.000 marks et d'une peine d'em-pnsonnement de S mois au plus, soit d'une de ces deurpeine. i
1 exclusion de I'autre. En outre, on pourra prononcer TfeTelure

Sn" etc

""" «"-'««ement., des restaurants. eaf&. maga-

i^iiT^rj:j::r''''' "'"-- - -p^enu pou,

Bruxelles. le 18 novembre. 1916.

Dm G0UVMN.TO TON Brussmi. UNO Bhabant.
HuBT, Generalleutnant

(Translation:)

NoTICB

th.^^l.^T'"^' i'
^"«* P"""~^ demonstrations were held inthe churches of Ste.-Gudule and of St-Jacques-sur-cIude^ber^and continued on the spaces before the two churches.

^'"'*'"'''"«'

On this occasion the Germans were insulted by the crowdFor this reason I order as follows:
On and after November 21 and until further orders all nubliesUhhshments serving for amusement, hotels. resUurU L«and shops must be closed at 8 o'clock in the evening

'

The present decree is applicable to the whole agglomeration of
469
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BELGIUM

t'tJU^T"" ^ ^'"^^ ^'^' Quatre-Bras I wouldsee the sentinels arresting the women with the notatoeswhich they had thought to take to their hun^SrTn
at home I cannot forget that picture-tte womT
theur meek heads bowed under their thin blackIS'and bent in the pathetic resignation of the pat'ent

p^^^^^^

caZ ^'rdT
*°
^'T:

;^'-^«'%^>""he peaScaUed It and to accomplish it there were new and zeal-ous sentinels detailed at that spot which I had Tin
Brussel,. The only exception made will be for re.taur«,t. etcthat have obtained from th* E--». j »

•^""•uranw, etc.,

open fo, . long^, tilr
''""""""''"*"' P*™'"'- *« remain

From 8.S0 in the evening till 4 o'clock in rt.- ».„^.«

na:!:::Cor;^:.^e:t:;:^.;i=' %,^
id"'*

'"" '"'" """"''"^ '' •^"-^-« tbeirceJutT:;

The said interdiction is not applicable either to funcUonaries of

Xrirand'tl "" T'T " *° •="'P^°^- -^ «•« ^--^companies and the soc.etics of night watchmen and other «mil«,enterpHse, on condition that they wear the unifoZftd' Ze

t

and prove their quality of employees.
^

Infraction, of the present regulations wiU be punished either bva fine which may go a, high as 10,000 marks and by iZ^^Z^,for no mo«.y three weeks, or by one .f these punirh^rst^he exclusion of the other. Besides, the public cstabLhmers r

?ofapeZTfT' """^""'T
"''"' "''°P'' ^»^' -y «>« «-<»lor a period of time more or less long

The Governor of Brussels and Brabant,

Bhuiuu, November 18, 1916.
""•*«».
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Chang* in three years from a gay and lively cross-roads

Taused rf^r "'^" ^^"'*» -^ automoWists'pau^d for luncheon or tea. to a grim sentinel-post

17^"? ^^'"T^y
'"'' ^'^^*«^' «°d many searched,and often dragged off to prison.

'

wn^'w n 7\^^ '° confidently hoped that the warwould not endure another winter were giving up that

uTihen °''"r 1 '""^ ^"•^'' °^ whicKsse?: wajust then mcapable of appreciating the military resultshad been to waiting Belgium but one more falrrand

tlZ S^r*"'^ f'''
^"^ '^^ "^^^ °^ *he German vic-

^Jl TT^ .'° '""^'^^^y *° »"i^<^ ^ith everyautumn. And wmter was already there-a winterwhose snows, some said, would be the shrou-^ of Bel-gium. "

rnJ^V'
*''"'' "^^"^ ^"'"^' «**^^'^^ *«««**»«'. this SOr-row, this pervadmg sense of tragedy, was never absent.

I had gone out one afternoon to van Holder's studio
for the unvei Ing and presentation of a picture thathad been pamted m those summer days when van Hoi-der s garden was all abloom with flowers and sweet with

InToT ;•.
The steadily faUing rain, the garden

all sodden and dead, the line of men and women underdrippmg mnbrellas, the gathering in the studio, every
one depressed by the war and by personal bereavement,
the touchmg httle speeches-and van Holder just in-formed by his physician that he must go to Switzerland

radures"
'"°°'^''* °"^ *^^ impression of which

tJ\i^l
^*° my motor to go to the Orangerie; it was

Jd H l^\^«^''\^^^^
scurrying through those

sad. deserted streets, hurrying homeward before the
hour of the German curfew. And this was Brussels,
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BELGIUM

k"riiS!rt^*"*^'"'
'"'* **'' '^^ light-hearted in its care-

Would the long nightmare ever end? Would the
land that reeked of German injustice, and bled fromGerman brutality, ever be delivered? Must the little
nation, the brave little people that had preferred honour
above all, and so instantly flung itself before the Ger-man legions at Liege and Namur, and saved Paris, and
standing again along the Yser, saved Britain and Amer-
ica and all that their civilizations had wrought-must itdram the cup of sacrifice to the dregs? . . .

It is not a pleasant incident to record in connection
with an old man's death, a man whose long life devoted
to the pursuit of the vain pomp and glory of this world
had been prolonged through so many dark and tragic
years, but there was no sorrow in Brussels when the
death was aimounced of the Emperor Franz-Josef. A
diplomat told me that in the presence of the hideous
deeds m which the last of the many wars th? Emperor
had known was so prolific, the aged Hapsburg had oneday sorrowfully exclaimed:
"Der Krieg hat gar nichU elegantes mehr."
And perhaps that is why, when their old Imperial

enemy died m the midst of a war : i which not one of
the tenets of chivalry had been left unbroken in its re-
lation to them, the Brussels people lifted their eyes in-
differently to the staff of the Legation in the Rue Mon-
toyer where the flag of the dual monarchy hung en

"L'increvable" they called him in their incorrigible
orussels mockery.

Villalobar and I went to offer our condolences to the
Baron von und zu Franckenstein, the Austrian Com-
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l.ter „t .11 went tTtht.^ *''"• ""*' ' '««' ''•y»

lows thLghXXr'it^f^^^^^^^^ ''^"^^ ^*^ «^«y »>'^-

of German staff officers tlu m, '

^°^* '"'*' * ^'^"P
the dim refractinSt of L f

"^^^^^^^ ^«"»*''^ i"

their long. greyZafla?! It
°^- ^*""^'"« *here in

mets. strf;S'L1^rte7rihV T^^^^
'°^^'^ °" t^^^'' hel-

% bank, litrr^x G^^^^^
they looked like loZtroLZTZ?""^^ 1° '^'^«'

Villalobar was in one ofZE * *' °^ anthropoids,

fonns, a great Wack cLak wi^^^^^^^^
°' ''^ "^^^ "-'

on it, and a ckapeau^br^ with"
T"" '"^ ^'°^»

pelisse, glad for once tZ.l ^ P^""^"' ^ « my

creed that they shouldt ^'"^^^^^'' «•"<=« Marcy de-

on the horns of the altar T Ini
^^ "^^'^ ''^^^t

the great silver heW th-* ^ - '"'' ^^^'^' ^''^*'"»

he ^e it. The chanc^rr^"
^™ ^^^'^S^'^ when

silver ornamentatio^"::^^^^^^^^^^ "
'i^.^'^

^^^^^' -*h
ar*fen<^, the arms oTiJwT'™^*^ '"*° « ^V^«^
and draWup^n eith.. r^"^' ^'^^ ^^^'^ *« ^tar,

perial G^rdf in thl-
''^"

T'" P^"*°°"« ^^ *« Im-
withred^^:^^^^^^^^^^^

man officTrs ofXTLk a„d /h
^'^ ^"'' "'*^ ^-- thronged witf^^o^; oMotS L^S^
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BELGIUM
diers, and the diplomats were there, Mahmoud Khan
and Blancas and Poussette in black, and Cavalcanti in

uniform, and the Nonce, shown to the episcopal chair,

making the sign of the cross and folding his hands in

their violet gloves.

The Governor-General, with all his decorations, the

broad orange ribbon of the Black Eagle en sautoir, en-

tered, accompanied by Franckenstein and two of the

Guards in the comic uniforms. He walked with those

stiff, almost automatic, movements, a figure to remark,
with his leather skin, shining pomaded hair, his

brilliant sick eyes. But he entered with sovereign airs,

to the ruffle of drums, to the prominent place reserved

for him before the altar, bowed to left and right—
and the Mass straightway began.

The celebrant was a chaplain of the German army,
or perhaps it was the Austrian army, and he had an-

other chaplain to serve him, their grey trousers and
tan boots conspicuous below their priestly vestments.

There were two other priests, but no altar boys—^there

were none to be had, I dare say—^but instead there were
conmion soldiers, grey ..aired, in soiled, ill-fitting uni-

forms of grey, but solicitous, painfully anxious to

please, and besides a big boy scout with an adolescent

moustache, and two tonsured monks, one of whom stood

with piously folded hands wearing a vacant smile and
an expression of silly, almost degenerate meekness.

After the mass, one of the army chaplains preached

vehemently, growing very red, pouring forth his harsh

.

gutturals from a thick throat; he extolled the late Em-
peror, to whom he referred as a Prince of Peace, and,

with some inaccuracy in his historical knowledge, said

that he had never drawn the sword in war until his
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ei^^fy-fourth year, when he was stabbed foully i„ the

b«aJi-w?h7J"Y ""'^ «=»»"-^ne could see one's

r^S^r u
''^"^t'^"' th»t always crowded on mem that place, whose scenes, were they reproduced ZZ

r^T"*, V"' '"*^^ ofL worr^^t^^
S^w ^as fill ; ^*f^ "^"* ^°'^'' *° *he crusades

doZ out of tlr *?' ^^'^ '^^^^^^ *»>«* had poured

hT7h
northern fogs to overrun the world ledby those men standing there, stalwart, strongwth

d^hf^T' v"., 7u ""* *^°"«*'* °^ receding-that greydelugel V,Ua obar was at my right, whispering hif^^^

body Harrach was on my other side, pointing out nowand then some notable, identifying some order on thTgrey breasts assiduously assign^ng^ve^;1 his "Jlk
. . . There was an enormous man in uniform toweringa head above the others, blond, with a heavy. Te^.

lXw''"-'"*°r ^P'"'' "'^ ^-°- historTai.^!

toti^rtheT'ih ''?i..''"^
^^""'^^ y^* »>«« ^^-^

dev^l^ ^ '" *^'' complicated mass of humandeviltryl ... Far across the chancel there was a Chinese face grinning humourously, one of thrmSit?r;

with other attaches to see the show.
^

wifh .' ^T^' T' ''*''''"« ''°^^y «h°"t the catafalque

tSs JJl H ^ ^f "^aeulate ghosts of Italian pa-triots who died m foul dungeons under Austrian mis-
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BELGIUM
rule htlf s century before preising forward in hosts to

behold the young monarch who had wronged them so.

old now, his long reign ended at last? . . .

That afternoon Mr. Gregory came to the l^egation
to report that the slave gangs were seizing, more and
more, the men of the C.X. and of the C.R.B. and I

had a telegram from London to the effect that the Brit-

ish Government would stop the ravittdUement if the
press continued.

The next morning Villalobar and I went over to the
Politische Abteilung; Barcm von der Lancken had gone
to Berlin; we saw Count Harrach instead. We were
as near to despair as we had ever been; we had tried

every resource of diplomacy, of tact, of politeness; many
and many a time I had put sMne particularly hard com-
munication into French in order to soften its sometimes
too peremptory tone, but now the time for all this was
gone. There was a species of relief in the fact, the re-

lief that comes now and then with desperation, those

moments when fate may at last be defied to do its worst.

I did not translate the latest British Note into diplo-

matic French; I flung it on to the table and said to the

Count:

"Luez-la.**

He read it, and before he could ccxnment I said:

"Et vo» hommes saissisgent les employes du CornitS

National et de la C.R.B. tout les jourt; et ces Juifs

enUvent let hestiavat de nouveau, iU pattent la frontiire

tons les soirs."

The Count looked up at us.

"Si vous voulez que le r'avitaiUement craque—qu'il

craque" I said.
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ciH^f*
?* M«^ui. nodded grave acquie«»„ce. TheCount I face was aerious and concerned.

"J'icrirai a Berlin." he said.

"Non, UUgraphiez," said the Marquis.
Non." I added; "UUphonez."

he was at the telephone, caUing up Berlin.

.'.'
'''''''
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XXXVIII

THE MONRBOUI THIMO

And now there was a new phenomenon in Brussels,
theretofore unknown, one of those amorphous expres-
sions of the psychology of the crowd, a thing indefin-

able, instinctive, atavistic, evoked out of the mysterious
and unfathomable depths of human consciousness. No
one identified it, it went unnamed, unrecognized; men
entered into a tacit and spontaneous conspiracy not to

mention it, yet each felt it and was himself its helpless

victim. That vague, unnamed thing was fear, a mon-
strous, cruel, odious fear under the dominion of which
men felt all the sensations that are ascribed to those
who have seen ghosts, or hideous apparitions, vague,
spectral emergences beyond the common experience of
man. It was not that natural and human shrmking
from danger which courage ovccomes, it was not mce
cowardice, it was deeper, more subtle and terrible, the

instinctive dread that animals and savages know, a
thing of human instinct that lay beyond the jurisdic-

tion of the reason, from which there was no escape; it

was not to be conjured or dismissed. The invasion of

the German hordes, the long reign of terror, the per-

secutions and plottings, the spies and secret agents, the

summary trials, the drumhead courts martial, the firinj?

squads, all the enginery of a soulless military despotism,

scorning all the restraints that men of honour have de-
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rM. h«l never been able to produce that •enMtkm.but now the g«g. of d.ver. .teluing through^I.^

^t.^ ^^V* ^"''«*' ^^^ the very cur-rent, of the soul, destroyed the few of life's Mtii-

theji^ht, and the dawn brought them no .urceaS or

fuU^!;^!' i^fT " ^•^ '''*"*"^ ""y °' *he shame-

ofTll?' u ^X
'* ''" -""oun^d that the chdmeur»

L^^V^ ^"^^ summoned, three hundred and

ld?n7^ T ^«>y <^"»^ but not one reported

^t ?nt!^
^"^' '",*^; """^ **»' ^•""•"» -baAdoned

tteir intention, recoiled before the flood of a moral in-

c^S^Tk
'^ °"*'^»'«^'«^ that it could daunt andchuige the purpose even of German militarism?

,^T1 "» *^ ''"* insensible to moral influence-

to l^'uftlf^T? t»™»»«»»
had been summoned

had «fuL L^ /m 'J'^'","''''-
'^^ »*°"* Lemonnier

had refused, point-blank-let the consequences be what

thrirJil'cit^' * ""^' '•"''•" ^•^ ^'^'^^

WE WILL NOT go! ^

'The band bill wa. „ followi: "
. *f3M N'lBOWi PaiI
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The order for the men of Antwerp to report had

been posted early in November; a similar order was ex-

pected to appear on the walls of Brussels at any mo-

ment. Harrowing tales were brought to town and told

and retold; every one had the story of some friend,

some acquaintance, in some village he knew; it made the

Honte k ceux qui se presentent par ^goisme, parce qu'ils ont un

certificat de complaisance, ou parce qu'ils sont certains d'etre laisses

en liberty.

Tous pour chacun ! chacun pour tous

!

Un Beige qui travaille pour rAllemagne se bat contre sa Patrie.

Qu'ils organisent la chasse k I'homme, nous nous cacherons.

Personne ne 8E Presentkba

Les Bruxellois se souviendront de Max!
L'honneur de la Patrie est en leurs mains.

Vite la Patrie! Vite lb Roi!

Nous n'Irons Pas!!!

(Translation :)

We Will Not Go!
The people of Brussels understand. They do not obey the

demand of the Germans. They are not going to allow themselves

to be I'-d like sheep to the slaughter.

In a large number of communes many men have not presented

themselves; they have not been disturbed. Only those who have

handed themselves over have been sent away.

Shame on those who present themselves ont of selfishness, be-

cause they have a certificate of compliance or because they are

certain to be given their liberty.

All for each! each for all!

A Belgian who works for the Germans fights against his country.

Let them organize the man-hunt; we shall hide ourselves.

No One Will Present Himself.

The people of Brussels will remember Max!
The honour of the country is in their hands.

Long Live the Country! Long Live the Kino!
We Will Not Go!!!
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Si^""""''
^'°"*^* '' ^'*^^ '^' ^^*» °^ *e im-

"Do you think they wiU take men of our class?" ayoung nobleman asked me one day. He repeated thequestion a dozen times, and put it to me for days every
tmie that I met him. When a man left h.s home he

?orThe^r;r'' 'T^^
'''* "°* ^°^' *^«* •* -- noJ

vision, the slave pen. the long ride in open freiirhtw^ns m that bitter cold to Germany, the'^mines fhe
quarries^ or perhaps the Front and the trenches. For
It was faiown that the men taken from Tournai had been

commanding the men of Tournai to report. "Ih ne
sa-rnt pas exposis an feu continu," that order con-
ciuaed.

Written appeals poured into the Legation; pathetic
notes and letters in French, in Flemish, looking to
America m the latest hour of agony. Women came in
person, often tramping in from distant villages, to tell
of husbands and sons torn from their homes, boxed like

where

"" *'"^'"'' ''"'^ '^"* off-they knew not

I received hmidreds of letters, pleading, imploring
protection; men wished to be attached to the Legation
so that they might have diplomatic immmiity; women
came to ask that I take their sons into my home and
give them asylum; there were innumerable requests for
the cards issued by the C. R. B. testifying that the
bearer was employed in the ravitaillement. and there-
fore munune I 3ven had anonymous letters threaten-
ing me If I did not. or if America did not, intervene
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BELGIUM
and stop the press-gangs. Men were quite beside them-
selves with fear.

Nothing else was talked of, and when men spoke of
the Germans it was with deeper hatred in their tone.
The story of the seizures took form and detail; men
were herded into rocnns, under-officers told them off,

pronouncing two words that came to have a sinister and
fatal meaning:

"Links, recht."

Those to whom the word "links" was spoken passt I

out one door; those to whom "recht" was spoken passed
out another; the first meant slavery, the second lib-

erty—at least for the time being; sometimes the slave

gang came a second time to the village. Then, wives
wailing and screaming, dragging themselves on their

knees to the feet of the Uhlans, who, with their crops,

whipped them off like dogs. Men and women shud-
dered at the mere phrase "envoyS en Allemagne." To
complete the horror the weather grew more and more
bitterly cold. Every day trainloads of men swept by,

the men crowded like cattle in open cars, without over-

coats, without food, seized and taken off" before they
had had time to provide themselves for the dreadful

journey. And yet invariably they went singing "La
Braban9onne" or "La Marseillaise," and shouting:

"Nous ne signerons pas!"

Living in this constant fear, this implacable terror

of the morrow, men went heavily clothed, for those

taken had to leave with what they had on their backs.

Many carried large sums on their persons to be used

in bribing the soldiers so that they would release them
or connive at their escape after they had been taken.

For the net indeed seemed to be closing in; one day
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THE MONSTROUS THING
in the middle of November it had been said that the im-
pressments were to begin the foUowing day in the ban-
Iteuesot Brussels-in the communes of Auderghem,
Forest, and Uccle.

Sometimes there were rmnours, bom no doubt of the
need of hope; one of them was that President Wilson
had sent an ultimatum to Germany saying that if the
pohcy of enslaving Belgians was not abandoned, and the
men returned to their homes within twenty-four hours
America would break off dip >matic relations with Ger-
many that there was nothing to be gained by equivoca-
tion, that the President had all the facts from his Min-
ister m Brussels.

"Q^'e't-ce que I'Amerique fabriquer every one
ftSKCQ*

Herbert Spencer says somewhere that in every ru-
mour there is some basis in fact, though the rule did
not seem to be without its exception with our experi-
ence m Brussels, and there was truth in so much of that
rumour as said that the President had all the facts from
his Minister in Brussels, who had a cablegram from
Washington approving the course he had followed, and
saying that Mr. Grew had been instructed to make rep-
resentations on the basis of the keen interest that the
American Government felt in the Belgian civil popula-
tion, and that the German Government had promised
an explanation.

Then hope, for a space, returned again. The brave
Lemonnier, having once refused to give up the lists
of the chdmeurs in Brussels, had been arrested for his
resistance, but when the Germans could not daunt him
he had been released again. He with his dchevim had
come to see Villalobar and me, not for himself—he
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BELGIUM

never asked anything for himself—but to ask if we
could not do something to lighten the lot of M. Max,
who, the report was, had been transferred to the cell

of a common felon at Berlin.

Days passed; the hope grew. But German purpose
is as inflexible as German patience is limitless. A plan

once formed is never abandoned, and one day suddenly

the Burgomasters of Greater Brussels and of Brabant
received an identical circular. It was not posted on the

walls, but it was no secret; it was the first explicit dec-

laration that the turn of Brussels had come. The brutal

letter ordered the communes "to be ready to hand over

the unemployed to be taken away." '

' GOUTKRNMKNT DK BrUZKLLKI ET DO BbABAMT

No. S766, 1 b.

Bruzelles, le 12 novembre 1916.

Ath
A Tous LKi BovRomaTRXi du Grand-Bruxellei bt du Brabant

Ce n'est pas la population beige qui profitera le moins de I'ordre

donii^ par M. le Gouverneur general de transporter en Allemagne

les sans-travail et les chomeurs volontaires qui sont k charge de

Tassistance publique. Les classes laborienses r^uites k I'lnaction

depuis des annees trouveront en Allemagne des salaires r^mune-

rateurs, quelles ne peovent trouver en Belgique, en raison princi-

palement du manque de matiferes premieres.

II est du devoir de toutes les administrations commnnales beiges

de preter leur aide t I'exdcution des mesures. Tous les bourg-

mestres doivent immddiatement remettre au Kreischef—pour le

Grand-Bruxelles a la Kommandantur—les listes exig^es des ouvriers

n'ayant pas d'occupation suffisante. Les communes doivent s'atten-

dre de jour en jour, k partir de cette date, k preparer leurs ch^
meurs au depart.

Dans les communes ou les listes ne seront pas foumies en temps
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There was no hesitation, just time enough to meetm jomt session, and the Burgomasters of the fifteen

voulu, 1'adinliii.traMon aUemande choisira elle-meme le. homines k
tran.porter en Allemagne. Mai. eUe n'a ni le temps ni Ics moyen,
de faire une enqu«te sur la situation de chaque personnc. S. done
an cours de ee choix, il se produit des cas p^nibles ou des erreurs!
a responsabilit^ ? "**""''"" ""' *" bourgmestres qui auront
refu^ d aider 1 administration allemande. J'insiste sur le fait
que les ouvriers une fois transport': en AUemagne ne pourront
revenir en Belgique que dans des cas exceptionneU d'extreme
urgence ou ju;- 6s par des raisons irr&nsables.
Je s^Tirai avec la plus extreme rigueur contre les bourgmestres

qui ne dresseront pas les listes ou qui les dresseront avec negli-
gence, et cela non pas seulement pour desob^issance aux ordre.
allemands, mais aussi pour avoir m^connu leur devoir vis-i-vis de
la population commise k leurs soins.

Deb Gouvkhnech von BaiissEi. und Bhabant,
HvBT, Generalleutnant

(TranslaUon:)

FU. No. ^XT""' " '"""" "" " »"""'

»OTIC, TO ALL ,« ..TO., o. „.,„, ,.„„.„ .„„ „ „„,„,
Brussels, November 12, 1916.

It is not the Belgian population that wiU profit the least by the

™^""!f ''/: Governor-General to transport to Germany Junemployed and those who refuse to work, and are a charge on

cTl^fr ?TT '^""""""^^ ^«8e'. which, principally be-cause of the lack of raw materials, they cannot find Tn Belgium.

lenH 1; T^ f "" '^' ^'^^'''' "'"""""•I administrations tolend their a.d to the execution of these measures. All the burgo-masters must .mmediately transmit to the Krelschef in the c«eof Greater Brussels to the Kommandantur_ the required 11 t^ ofw k.n^en not having sufficient employment. The communes, from

e';io;S'f:i::rr^
'- ^-^ ^ ^-^ ^ -p-^ *^- -

485

i : 6 i

I"

•if

'^

!»!''<
1 1*,.



BELGIUM
communes of Greater Brussels sent a reply, saying that
they could not deliver to the German authorities the
names of fellow-citizens to be torn from their families
and constrained to forced labour in Germany without
violating their consciences and their duty to their coun-
try.'

In the communeg where the lists are not furnished within the
required time, the German administration itself will choose the
men to be transported to Germany. However it has neither the
time nor the means to inquire into the situation of each person. If
then, when the choice is made, there should be unfortunate cases,
or errors, the responsibility for them will fall on those burgo-
masters who refuse to aid the German administration. I call

attention to the ftict that, once transported to Germany, workmen
will be able to return to Belgium only in exceptional cases of
extreme urgency, or those justified by irrefutable reasons.

I shall proceed with the most extreme rigour against those burgo-
masters who do not draw up lists, or who draw them up negligently,
and that not only because of disobedience to the German orders,
but also for having failed in their duty toward the population com-
mitted to their care.

Governor Hurt, Lieutenant-General.

'Administration Comiicnau dk Bruzcllri
Cabinet du Bourgmestre, '

U-7831. Le 16 novembre 1916.

Monsieur le Commandant de la Place db Bruxelles.—A la

suite de I'audience du U novembre 1916, les Bourgmestres de
I'Agglom^ration Bruxelloise nous ont donn6 mandat de vous faire

connaitre, en leur nom, aussi bien qu'au ndtre, que nous estimons ne
pouvoir d^ferer k I'invitaUon qui nous a iti faite de dresser les listes

des ouvriers chdmeurs que nous anrions k remettre k rautorit6
allemande.

Nous ne pouvons que nous en rapporter aux diverses raisons qui
nous ont d€jk €U produites k I'appui de cette decision. Avant tout,

nous pensons que nous ne pourrions, sans m^connaitre k la fois la
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And Brussels waited in that agony of fear theshadow of which lay on every home, even the most lux!

int ^Z"'."*"":"*
""''' """' -^''"' '• -Miction d'etre le,

111 ^r T'T" •""'"" ^' '* J-P-^'"""" tout enJr'

Communal Adminmthation
OF Brumels

Office of the Mayor
FUe U. 7831

Mb. Commander:
Brussel., November 16, 1916.

Following the meeting of November 14 ioi« *». »r

namea of fellow-citi.en, „l . ^''"""" authorities the

The Council of Aldermen,

Secretary of Council,
^^''"''^ ''*''"'" ^'"-~'".

(Signed) M. Vauthieb.
To the Commanding Officer of the City of Brussels.
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BELGIUM
urious. I recaU one of them; there were pictures by
Rubens and van Dyck on the wall, and an exquisite re-
finement of taste in the ohjeta d'art all about. We sat

Cabinet da Bourgmestre

U 7698

AoMINinilATION CoMMUNALI
oi Bkuxblua

Bruxellea, 87 octobre 1916.
EZCILLKNCK

:

J'al I'honneur de commiuiiqaer k Voire Excellence copie de la
lettre que le College ichevinal de Bruxelles a adress^ k rantorit*
allemande, an suje^ des listes de chdmenrs.

Je prie Votre Excellence d'agr^r les assurances nouvelles de ma
haute consideration.

Le Bourgmestre f.f,

(Signi) M. LiMONNiKR.
A Son Excellence Monsieur Brand Whitiock,

Ministre des fitots-Unis, Bruxelles.

Communal Administration

OF Brussxls

Office of the Mayor
File U 7698

Brussels, October 87, 1916.
Exckllkncy:

I have the honour to transmit herewith to Your Excellency a
copy of the letter which the Council of Aldermen of Brussels has
addressed to the German authorities regarding the lists of un-
employed.

I beg Your Excellency to accept the renewed assurances of my
high consideration.

(Signed)
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le 96 octobre 191&

THE MONSTROUS THING
in silence after dinner; there wm no expression for this
monstrous thing, beyond that of one of the gentlemen

Hli ExeeUency Mr. Brand Whitlock,
Minister of the United SUtee,

Bmuela.
U768S

MONIIKVR M CoMMANnANT:
Nona avoni Ihonneur de r^pondre k votre lettre du 80 octobre

1916, n 11 M.P. 8313, par laquelle voiu nous demandes d'6teblir
une liste des ouvriers actuellemcnt inoccup^s.
Nous ne possMon pas une liste de ce genre et nous ne pourrions

des lors vous la fournir.

Vous nous faites observer que le relev^ des ouwiers sans travail
est rendu n^cessaire par des considerations d'intiret gtninl
La population n'ayMt pas cess6 d«tre parfaltement calme, nous

devons supposer que les circonstances que vous invoquei sont
exclusivement d'ordre politique.

Nous pensons que les Administrations communales ne sauraient
etre tenues de pr«ter leor concours au ponvoir occupant pour la
realisation de toutes les mesures que celui-ci estime itre commandoes
par des circonstances de cette nature.
Nous ne saurions oublier, en outre, que des promesses ont M

faites par les autorit6s allemandes occupant la Belgique; ces
promesses garantissaient k nos concitoyens, de la part du Gouveme-
ment allemand, une complete liberty de travail et elles nous ont
inspire une entiire confiance.

Vous trouveres ci-annexOes les rOponses des quln.e communes de
1 Agglomeration bruxelloise.

Agrees, Monsieur le Commandant, I'assurance de notre parfaite
consideration.

(Signf) Lm CoLiioEficHiviNAi, de La Vituc db Bnoxims.
Monsieur le Commandant de la Place de Bruxelles.

October 26, 1916.
U 7688.

Mh. Commandant:
We have the honour to reply to your letter of October 20th, 1916,

Wo. 11 M.P. 2315, by which you asked us to send up a list of
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BELGIUM
present, who Mt ganng vacantly before him and, from
tune to time, all unconsciously, saying as if to himself:

"Quelle horreurt Quelle horreurr

wnrkert at the preient Ume without eDplo^. We do aot poueif
a list of this nature and we could not, for that reaMn, furnish you
with It

You eaU our attenUon to the fact that the sUtement of unem-
plojed workmen is made necessary bjr eonsideraUons of general
Interest As the population has not ceased to be perfectly calm
we must suppose that the circumstances which you Inroke are
eitclnsively of a political nature. We think that the communal
administrations could not be obliged to lend their assistance to the
occupying Power to carry out all the measures that the latter deems
necessary through circumsUnces of this nature.
We could not /orget, above all, that promises had been giren by

the Ckrman authoriUes occupying Belgium. These promises komt-
anteed to our fellow-citi.ens, on the part of the Oerm«, Govern-
ment^ a compkte liberty of work. These promise, have inspired
ns with complete confidence.

You will find enclosed the repUe. of the fifteen commune, ofGreater Brussels.

We are. Sir, etc.

To th. luinf*"r^
T„« CocHcii. OF Ai.ouM.li or Buvubu.ro the Military Commandant of BruMcla.



XXXIX

DOCUMENTit IN EVIDENCE

Af in looking over my notes and reading memoranda
furnished me at the time, I live over again those ter-
rible days of the autumn and winter of 1916, with their
darkness and their cold and their hourly tale of horror,
I wonder how we ever lived through them at all. The
pitiless and insensate cruelty, the brutal indifference to
all human rights and human dignity that characterized
this restoraticMi of human slavery in our time, the vio-
lence to every moral sentiment and the strain imposed
upon the sympathies by the ruthless deeds that were all

about us, made those days in many ways the saddest
that Belgium had endured. There were no words for
it then; there are none now. I could only write to my
Government that it was enough to cause Mie to despair
of the future of the human race, and find the words weak
and inadequate to the expression of all that I felt, all

that I suffered, and know something like shame that I
could write cahnly of it at all in the cold and formal
terms of an official report. Better, I often thought,
yield to the constant and importunate temptation to cry
out against it, in some hot flash of rage and indignation,
to have done with the too polite expressions of diplo-
macy, to call things, for once in the world, by their
right name, and, when one meant slavery to say slavery
instead of deportation. But we were still officially neu-
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BELGIUM
tral, we of America, and in any poution of public re-
«pon«ibUity one mi»t think of many things at a time.
And there wu always the ravitaaiement, to which I had
clung that those poor wronged people might at least
have their daily bread, that the brave little race that
had had the excruciating and immortal honour to standm history as the symbol of heroic resistance to tyranny
might live, and with it the liberty which it had con-
quered so long before and in which it had felt itself
so secure.

The policy of carrying off into slavery the people of
a conquered territory was characteristic of the military
chiefs who celebrated their accession to undisputed
power in Germany by its inauguration, and they car-
ried it out amid the amazement and horror of the civil-
ised world, with brutal accompaniments that affirmed
the essentially savage qualities of their creed. And that
no hideous detail might be wanting, with a face of brass
they justified it by hypocrisies that wta* as revolting as
the acts they sought to excuse.

A description of the deeds of those field-grey press-
gangs in any one of the lovely little villages of Flanders
or Brabant might serve as a r^sum* of what went on
everywhere, if it were not for the fact that the slight
differences in detail and method, marking the varied
taste and the virtuosity in cruelty of local commandants,
throws a flood of light on the essentially irresponsible
nature of the whole German organization. The earlier
pretense that they were taking only those men who
were living in idleness on the charity of their absent
Government was abandoned even as soon as it was put
forth. It is perhaps well that it was, since that position
was as untenable under international law and the code
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of moral, profewed by every nation that had a wvereim

1^.; "aJ^.^ indiKTriminate dare^rlvinglJaTfS
lowed. And the excu.e that the men widied to labour

•ideration m.p,red by those economic motive, which

ctTotVZ^'^'''' ^.^ •'••«<«» the intell^ual

te^?r nrS^ ^' '"""^ J°"™«I»t« or priest, or pa..

^[.^r T^!u' P.'^'"*'"* "^^'^ M*"'- evangel of thed^.ty and authority and .V.:emational .olidarHy of la!bour there was any objection or any opposition/anvmoral lepugnance anywhere in the Ge^Cn n^JU.en or later, it never found, no far ., I know any pXhe vo.ce or utterance. I wa. told that Bi«ing di^proved and that certain of his henchmen disapprr^
«id I heardjtories to the effect that «,ldie«T«1:cu^ng the orders actually wept at the ««ne. th«^we«

ZL^ltJ"' "L*"'**'
•-'^ *hat even certain Vc^"turned away m shame, but not one ever gave any public

tions of The Hague, if it did not seem ridiculous to in-voke agam those mutilated charters wherein short years

as 1915 ,n the zone of operations, that inferno whosehistory will not be written until its rightful occupa^

in^ Butt".
"^""' *° ^^"* *^^^ hideoS;^

'ngs. But that was not surprising; anything was to be
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BELGIUM
expected of the operationsgehiet. It spread up into the
lowlands of Flanders where old men of the landsturm
were quartered in peasants' homes, living in some sort
of understanding under a modus Vivendi by which they
got on well enough, carrying water for the housewives,
helping with the household tasks, able to converse in
those vocables that are so much alike in Flemish and in
low German, and perhaps paving the way, as Bissing
shrewdly divined, to some sort of an understanding with
the population, which he hoped by his subtle schemes
to turn to the Imperial advantage later on.

But the Governor-General's determination to bring
happiness to the unemployed of Belgium in spite of
themselves by the humane compulsions of the press-
gang, was not, as the Governor-General might have
anticipated, appreciated by the people, and there were
presented to him many protests, the first of which was
that of the great Cardinal himself.

As early as the nineteenth of October, when the news
of the deportations was spreading abroad, His Emi-
nence had written to the (Jovernor-General a letter

which he sent to the Baron von der Lancken to be de-
livered to his chief. The Cardinal's note transmitting
the protest to the Baron contained a paragraph of the

highest spirit, which itself would have disposed of all the

Governor-General's specious reasons, if the Cardinal
could have got his letter published.

"I hope," he wrote tc Baron von der Lancken, "that you will

employ all your influence with the superior authorities to avoid such
an outrage. And do not Ulk to us, I beg you, of the need of pro-
tecting domestic order or alleviating the burdens of public charity.

Spare us that bitter irony. You know well that public order is not

threatened and that all the moral and civil influences would lend
you spontaneously their aid if it were in danger. The unemployed
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DOCUMENTS IN EVIDENCE
are not a burden to the official charity, and it ia ..ai your money
which aids them."

'

Von Bissing had no sooner received and r-pljpd to
the Cardinal's protest, and then read the Cardinal's re-
joinder,^ than he was involved in another correspond-

* Malines, le 19 octobre I916.
MoNfiiuB LK Baron:

J'ai I'honneur d"enyoyer k Son Excellence Monsieur le Baron yon
Bissing une lettre dont je joins ici une copie.

Monsieur le Gouyemeur g^n^ral a exprim^ tant de fois, mime
publiquement, sa yolont^ de r^seryer une large part de sa sollicitude
aux int<r«ts du pays occup^; yous-mSme, Monsieur le Baron, ayes
si souyent affirm^ le d^sir des autoritds allemandes de ne pas per-
p^tuer, sous le regime d occupation, I'^at de guerre des premiers
jours, que je ne puis croire h la mise k execution des mesures dont
votre Gouyemement menace les ouyriers r^duits, bien malgr« eux,
au chAmage.

J'espire que yous useres de toute votre influence aupr^s des auto-
rit^ sup^rieures afin de prdyenir un pareil attentat.
Et ne nous paries pas, je yous prie, du besoin de prot^ger I'ordre

ext^rieur ou d'al«ger les charges de la bienfaisance publique.
Epargnea-nous cette am^re ironic. Vous saves bien que I'ordre n'est
pas menace et que toutes les influences morales et civiles vous prS-
teraient sponten^ment main-forte s'il ^tait en danger. Les chd-
meurs ne sont pas k la charge de la bienfaisance offidelle; ce n'est
pas de vos finances que leur vient le secours.

Juges s'il n'y va pas de I'int^ret de rAllemagne autant que da
n6tre, de respecter les engagements souscriU par deux hautes per-
sonnalitia de votre Empire.

J'ai confiance que mes eflTorts aupr^s de M. le Gouvemeur-gfo^ral
et aupr^ de vous ne seront ni mal interpret^s ni m&onnus, et je
vous prie d'agrier. Monsieur le Baron, I'assurance de mes senU-
ments lea plus distingu^.

(Signe) D. J. Cahoinal Mxrcier,

Archev£que de Malines.
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BELGIUM

ence, this time with the workingmen themselves who, on

the thirtieth of October, through the Socialist organiza-

A MoNSIKDB LK BaroN TON DKR LaNCKKN,

Chef du department politique pris le Gouvemeur gbaitBl,

Bruxelles.

(Translation:)
^^^j^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^

Baron :

I have the honour to send to His Excellency the Baron vmi

Biasing a letter of which I add here a copy.

The Governor-General has expressed many times, even publicly,

his wish to reserve a large part of his solicitude for the interest of

the occupied country. Yourself, Baron, have so often affirmed the

desire of the German authorities not to perpetuate, under the regime

of occupation, the state of war of the first days, that I cannot

believe that the measures by which your Government menaces the

working men reduced, in spite of themselves, to unemployment will

be placed in execution.

I hope that you will use all your influence with superior author-

ities in order to prevent such an outrage.

And do not talk to us, I beg you, of the need of protecting

domestic order or alleviating the burdens of public charity. Spare

as that bitter irony. You know well that public order is not threat-

ened, and that all the moral and civil influences would lend you

spontaneously their aid if it were in danger. The unemployed are

not a burden on oflScial charity, and it is not your money that aids

them.

Consider if it is not in the interest of Germany as much as in

our own, to respect engagements signed by two high personalities

of your Empire.

I have confidence that my efforts towards the Governor-General

and towards you will not be misinterpreted or misunderstood, and

I beg you to accept. Baron, the expression of my most distinguished

sentiments.

(Signed) D. J. Cardinal Mercixr, Archbishop of Malines.

To Baron ton dkr Lancken,

Chief of the Political Department near the Governor-General,

Brussels.
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tions and the independent labour unions, protested
against the deportations. The Governor-General re-

ABCHKVicHi

M*'™"* Malines, Ic 19 octobrc 1916.
MoNinUR Ut GOUTIBNKUB GiN^RAL:
Au lendemain de la capitulation d'Anvers, la population affoUe

86 demandait ce qu'il adviendrait des Beiges en age de porter les
armes ou qui arriveraient k cet age avant la fin de I'occupation. Les
supplications des pires et mires de famiUe me d^terminferent k
interroger M. le gouvemeur d'Anvers, le baron von Huene, qui eut
I'obligeance de me rassurer et de m'autoriser k rassurer les parents
angoissfo. Le bruit s'^tait r^panda k Anvers, cependant, qu'i
Li6ge, k Namur, k Charleroi, des jeunes gens avaient 6tl saisis et
emmenfe de force en Allemagne. Je priai done M. le gouverneur
Ton Huene de vouloir me confirmer par &rit la garantle, qu'il
m'avait d€jk donn^e verbalement, que rien de pareil ne s'effectuerait
a Anvers. II me repondit tout de suite que les bruits relatifs aux
deportations 6taient sans fondement et, sans h^siter, me remit par
&rit, entre autres declarations, la 8uivant»: "Les jeunes gens n'ont
point k craindre d'etre emmen^e en Allemagne, soit pour y Stre
enroles dans I'armee, soit pour y «tre employes k des travanx
forces."

Cette declaration &rite et signde fut communiquee publiquement
au clerge et aux fideles de la province d'Anvers, ainsi que Votre
Excellence pourra s'en assurer par le document ci-inclus, en date da
16 octobre 1914, qui fut lu dans tontes les ^glises.

D^s I'arrivee de votre pr^decesseur, feu le baron von der Golt»,
k Bruxelles, j'eus I'honneur de me presenter che« lui et lui demandai
de vouloir ratifier pour la generalite du pays, sans limite de temps,
les garanties que le g&j^ral von Huene m'avait donn^es pour la
province d'Anvers. M. le gouverneur gen&al retint dans ses mains
ma requete, afin de I'examiner k loisir. Le lendemain, il voulut
bien venir en personne k Malines m'apporter son approbation et me
confirmer, en presence de deux aides de camp et de mon secretaire
particulier, la promesse que la liberty des citoyens beiges serait
respectee.
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BELGIUM
Douter de I'autorit^ de pareils engagemento, c'etAM faire injure

auz personnalit6s qui les avaient souscrits, et je m'employai done
k raffennir, par tou« les moyens de persuasion en mom ponvoir, les

inquietudes persistantes des families int^ress^s.

Or, voici que votre Gouvernement arrache k leurs fojers des
ouvriers riduits, malgr6 eux, au chomage, les s6pare violemment de
leurs femmes et de leurs enfants et les deporte en pays ennemi.
Nombreuz sont les ouvriers qui ont dejA subi ce malheureux sort;

plus nombreux ceuz que menacent les mSmes violences.

Au nom de la liberie domicile et de la liberte de travail des
citoycns beiges; au nom de I'inviolabilit^ des families; au nom des
interets moraux que compromettrait gravement le regime de la

deportation; au nom de la parole donn^e par le gouverneur de la

province d'Anvers et par le Gouverneur general, repr^sentant imme-
diat de la plus haiite autorite de I'Empire allemand, je prie respec-

tueusement Votre Excellence de vouloir retirer les mesures de travail

force et de deportation intim6es aux ouvriers beiges et de vouloir

r^integrer dans leurs foyers ceux qui d6jk ont 6te d6portes.

Votre Excellence appreciera combien me serait p^nible le poids de
la responsabilit6 que j'aurais k porter vis-i-vis des families, si la

confiance qu'elles vous ont accordee par mon entremise et »ur mes
instances 6tait lamentablement d^ue.

Je m'obstine a croire qu'il n'en sera pas ainsi.

Agreez, Monsieur le Gouverneur g6n6ral, I'assurance de ma tres

haute consideration.

(Signi) D. J. Cardinal Mkrcixr,

Archeveque de Malines.
Son Excbllence Monsiiur lk Babon ton Bissino,

Gouverneur g^n^ral,

Bruxelles.

(Translation:)

Archbishopric of Maunbs

Mallnes, October ig, 1916.
Mr. Governor General:
The day after the surrender of Antwerp the frightened popu-

lation asked itself what would become of the Belgians of age to

bear arms or who would reach that age before the end of the
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occupation. The entreatie. of the father, and mothers of families
determined me to question the Governor of Antwerp, Baron ron
Huene, who had the kindness to reassure me and to authorize me
to reassure in his name the agonised parents. The rumour had
spread at Antwerp, nevertheless, that at Li^ge, Namur and Charleroi
young men bad been seized and taken by force to Germany I
therefore asked Governor von Huene to be good enough to con-
firm to me in writing the guarantee which he had given to me orally
to the effect that nothing similar would happen in Antwerp. He
answered me immediately that the rumours concerning deportations
were without basis, and unhesitatingly he sent me in writing, among
other statements, the following:

"Young men need have no fear that they will be taken to Ger-

This declaration, written and signed, was publicly transmitted
to the clergy and to those of the faith of the province of Antwerp,

A.^'^^^l T^ "° '"" ^'*"° ^^ document enclosed herewith,
dated October 16, 1914, which was read in all the churches.
Upon the arrival of your predecessor, the late Baron von der

Goltz, at Brussels, I had the honour of presenting myself at his
house and asking him to be good enough to ratify for the entire
country without time limit, the guarantees which General vonHuene had given to me for the province of Antwerp. The Governor-
General retained this request in his possession in order to examine
.t at h.s leisure. The following day he was good enough to comem person to Mal.nes to bring me his approval, and confirmed to
me, in the presence of two aides-de-camp and of my private secre-
tary, he promise that the liberty of Belgian citizens would be
respected.

To doubt the authority of such undertakings would have been
to have reflections on the persons who had made them, and I tooksteps therefore to allay, by all the means of persulsion in mypower, the anxieties which persisted in the interested families.
Notwithstanding all this your Government now tears from their

unemplo^ent, separates them by force from their wives and chil-dren, and deports them to enemy territory. Numerous workmen
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BELGIUM
have alreailj undergone this onhappy lot; more nnmeroiu are those

who are threatened by the same acts of violence.

In the name of the liberty of domicile and of the liberty of work
in the name of the inviolability of families; in the name of the

moral interests which the measures of deportation would deeply

compromise; in the name of the word given by the government of

the province of Antwerp and by the Governor-General, immediate

representative of the highest anthority of the German Empire, I

respectfully beg Your Excellency to be kind enough to withdraw

the mcnsures of forced labour and of deportation threatened the

Belgian workmen, and to be go->d enough to reinstate in their

homes those who have already been deported.

iour Ezcellenpy will appreciate how painful would be for me the

weight of the responsibility that I would have to bear as regards

these families if the confidence which they have given you through

my intermediary and at my request had been lamentably deceived.

I persist in believing that it will not be thus.

Accept, Mr. Governor-General, the assurance of my very high

consideration. ^(Signed) D. J. Cardinal Mkrcier,

Archbishop of Malines.

Annexe k la lettre recedence: Lettre du Cardinal Mercier (l6

octobre 1914), au Clerg^ de la Province d'Anvers.

AncHEvftcHi

Dl

Malines Malines, le 16 octobre 1914.

Chers Confreres et devours Collaborateurs:

Le clerg6 de la province d'Anvers est; en partie, disperse, et je

n'ai pas de moyen sfir d'entrer en communication directe avec vous

tons. Je prie done eeux d'entre vous qui recevront ces lignes de

vouloir les transmettre auz confreres avec lesquels ils sent en

relation.

II est urgent que MM. les cur^s et vicaires rentrent dans leur

paroisse, s'ils I'ont quit6e. Les voies sont libres, d'aillenrs, et la

8^urit£ publique est partout garantie. Le retour de clerge raffer-

mira les courages; k mesure que les foyers se repeupleront, les

honndtes gens feront la chasse auz maraudeurs, se remettront an

travail, et la vie normale reprendra sensiblement son cours.
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M. le gonverncOT d'Anvers, Frelherr von Hoinlngen, g^n^ral

Huene, m'a aatoris6 k voug faire en son nom et k communiquer, par
votre obligeante entremise, k nos populations, les trois dfclaraUons
snivantes

:

1». Les jeunes gens n'ont point k craindre d'fitre emmen^s en
Allemagne, soit pour y gtre enrdMs dans ]'arm6e, soit pour y itn
employes k des travaux forces;

8o. SI des infractions Individuelles au r^glement de police sont
commises, I'autorit^ en recherchera les auteurs responsables et les

punira, sans faire retomber la responsabilite sur I'ensemble de la

population

;

30. Les autoritis allemandes et beiges ne n^gligeront rien pour
assurer des vivres aux populations.

MSme dans les paroisses oii I'^glise et le presbytire sont d6vast&s,
j 'invite instamment le pasteur k rejoindre son troupeau, k organiser
le culte dans un local provisoire, soit dans una salle de patronage,
soit dans une grange ou dans une maison particulifere, et k demander
pour lui-meme un gite che« un de ses fiddles paroissiens.

Le premier soin du cure, apr^s sa reintegration au milieu des
siens, sera de former un Comitd de Secours qu'il dirigera et qui
sera compost des personnes influentes et g^nereuses de la paroisse.

Ce comite aura pour mission de procurer un abri, fiit-il provisoire,

aux families en d^tresse; de les aider k trouver des moyens imm£-
diats de subsistance; de les exhorter k reprendre les travaux des
champs, les semailles, les metiers, de rouvrir, au plus tot, aux
enfanto, les ^coles et les cat^chismes; et, en g^n^ral, de donner k
tous le r^confort moral et la confiance religieuse dont tant d'ames
ont besoin aux heures douloureuses que nous traversons.

Les paroisses sur lesquelles le malheur s'est moins lourdement
abattu ont un devoir strict de charity k remplir envers les popula-

tions les plus eprouv^es. EUes aussi auront done leur comity de
secours, elles enverront leurs aumones k I'archeveche, qui en fera la

distribution selon le.<^ besoins du diocese.

Les Pouvoirs publics interviendront, assut^ment, pour la recon-

stitution definitive des maisons d6truites par la guerre, mais I'initia-

Uve priv^e de la cbarite doit pourvoir d'urgence aux frais de premier

etablissement et de premiers travaux de culture; c'est k cette
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BELGIUM
initiative g^n^renie que notre vaiUant et devout eletgt doit falre

appel.

Lea personnel qui ont de la fortune doivent coniidirer comme

one obligation rigonreuse de charity de venir en aide aux malhenreux

et de nous mcttre en mesure d'exercer aupris d'eux notre miniature.

Jusqu'4 nouvel ordre, nous accordons, le vendredi et les jouri de

jefine, la dispense du maigre.

Receves, je vous prie, chers confreres et d^vou^s collaborateurs,

les assurances de mon religieuz d^vouement.

D. J. Cardinal Mcrcikr,

Archeveque de Malines.

Translation

:

Archbishopric of Malines.

,
Antwerp, October l6th, 1914-

DkAR CoNFRiERIS AWD DeTOTKD COLLABORATORS:

The clergy of the province of Antwerp is largely scattered and

I have no direct means of communicating with all of you. I there-

fore request those among you who read these lines to be good

enough to transmit them to their confreres with whom they are in

communication.

It is urgent that the cur^s and the vice-cur^s return to their

parishes if they have left theta. The highways are open and

public security is Jpiaranteed everywhere. The return of the clergy

will strengthen the courage of the people; as the homes are repopu-

lated the honest people will expel the robbers; they will resume

work, and life will soon return to its normal course.

The Governor of Antwerp, General the Baron von Huene, has

authoi^ised me to inform you in his name, and to communicate by

your obliging intermediary to our population, the three following

declarations

:

(1) The young men need not fear being taken to Germany, either

to be enrolled in the army or to be employed at forced labour.

(2) If individual infractions of police regulations are commit-

ted, the authorities will institute a search for the responsible parties

and will punish them, without placing the responsibility on the

entire population.

(3) The German and the Belgian authorities will spare no effort

to assure the distribution of food to the population.
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«.i.r"*f' T'f*
*''* '"•*°' *° "J"'" •"• «•«'''' "en In the

I»ri.b«i where the church .nd prc.bytery have been destroyed, .nd
to conduct the .errlce. in .ome ImprovLed place, either In . hall
or In . b.m or In . private hou.e. and to a.k .belter for bim.elf
in the home of one of his faithful flock.

The fir.t duty of the Cur<, after hi. return am.d.t hi. parishion-
er., will be to form a relief committee, which he will .uperviseMd which will be composed of the notable persons in the parish.
The mi..ion of this committee will be to provide shelter for families
in distress, even though it be only temporary; to help them to find
immediate means of subsistence; to urge them to take up again
their work in the fields, sowing, working nt their trades, etc.; to
open as soon as possible the schools for the children and to instruct
them in their catechism; and, in general, to give to every one the
moral comfort and religious confidence which so many souls r.^quire
in the unhappy hours we are passing through.
The less unfortunate parishes have a bounden duty to perform

toward the populations who have suff-ered more. They must also
organiie their relief committees and send their monetary assisUnce
to the Archbishopric (the administration of the Archbishopric, if
.t please God, will be reinstalled at Malines on the 20th instant),
which will distribute it according to the needs of the diocese.
The public authorities will, of course, assure the rebuilding of the

houses destroyed by the war. but charitable private initiative must
provide at once for the first buildings and for the first work of
farming, and it is to this generous iniUative that our devoted clergy
must make its appeal.

Persons who are possessed of some means must consider it a
ngoron. obligation of charity to come to the assistance of the
unfortunate and to enable us to perform our duties in our religious
capacity. Until further orders abstinence from fasting will be
allowed on Fridays and other fast days.

Please accept, my dear confreres and devoted collaborators, the
assurances of my religious devotion.

(Signed) D. J. Cardinal Mkrcier.

Archbishop of Malines.
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BELGIUM
Bnuellei, le fl6 oetobre, 1916.

Ifowtnmi u Cardinal:

Dana wm bonorte lettre da 19 oetobre, Votre Eminenee m'a

adreia^ U demande qae lea cMmeura belgei ne aolent paa tranaport^s

en AUemagne. Tout en apprfeiant k aa juate valeur le point de

vne anr lequel Votre Eminence ae place, je croia devoir voua r^pondre

qne rooa n'avea paa envisage toua lea aapecta du problime, plein de

difficnlt^, du chAmage en Belgique. Ce aont anrtout lea circon-

atancea toot k fait anormales amenta par deux ann6ea de guerre

dont Votre Eminence ne tient paa compte dana toute leur port6e.

Lea mesurea priiei, dont voua ddairea le retrait, ne aont que I'ex-

preaaion d'une n^ceasit^ imp^rieuae, cona^quence inevitable de la

gnerre. Voua en trouverea plua loin Tezpoae.

Votre Eminence commence par rappeler lea d^clarationa faites

par mon prM^saeur et le gouvemeur militaire d'Anvera, au mois

d'octobre 1914. Cea d6claration« se rapportaicnt k dea faita liha

encore directement aux op^ratiou^ militairea. Ellea concernaient

lea Belgea aptea au aervice militaire qui, auivant lea coutnmes de

guerre gto^ralement admiaea, auraient pu £tre emmen^s comme
priaonniera civila en AUemagne. A cette ^poque, I'Angleterre et la

France enlevirent aur lea bateaux ncutrea naviguant en haute mer
toua lea I'vUemands &g6» de dix-aept k cinquante ana, pour lea interner

dana dea camps de concentration. L'AIlemagne n'a pas applique

la m£me meaure k la Belgique. Lea d^clarationa faitea k Votre

Eminence pour pouvoir raaaurer lai population ont 6ti atrictement

auiviea. En tout caa, cea declarations <taient une preuve des bonnes

intentions avec leaquellea le Gouvemement gdn^ral allemand prenait

en main I'administration du territoire occup^. Par suite de 1 emi-

gration clandeatine en maaae de jeunea gens voulant joinure rarm^e
beige, lea autorit^a allemandea auraient ^t^ bien justifi^es d'imiter

I'example de I'Angleterre et de la France. Ellea ne I'ont pas fait.

L'emploi dea chdmeurs beiges en Allemagne, inaugur6 seulement

apr^ deux ann^ea de guerre, diff^re essentiellement de la miae en

captivite des hommes aptes au service militaire. La mesure n'est

done plus en rapport avec la conduite de la guerre proprement dite,

mala est motiv^e par des causes sociales et 6conomiques.

L'isolement ^conomique de I'Allemagne, poursuivi par I'Angleterre

Sana merci et avec la demiire rigueur, s'est etendu et a pes^ de pins
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•B plu mir la Belgique. L'indostrie et le commerce belgei dependent
largement de I'importatioii de matiirei premieres et de rnporUtion
d'objets fabriqu^i furent frapp^ dam leun basei viUlei. La con-
t^quence inevitable <talt le manque de travail dans lei maiies de la
population. Le lyitime de labvenUoni allou^a auz chAmeurt lur
nne grande fcbelle pouvait parattre acceptable toui condition dune
coorte dur<e de la guerre. U longue dur^ comportait une esploiU-
tion abusive de ces allocations et produisait un itut de choses in-
tenable an point de vue social. Des Beiges clairvoyants se sont,
diik au printemps 1913, addresses k moi, pour en d^montrer les
perils. lis ont insists sur le fait que, quiconque foumisse les moyens
k pr&ent, les allocations etomberont en fin de compte k la charge
des forces vives de la Belgique. lis ont expos6, en outre, que les
aUocations induisent les ouvriers k s'adonner et k s'habituer k la
paresse. La suite inevitable du cbdmage de longue dur^e serait la
decadence morale et physique des ouvriers. ParUculiirement, les
ouvriers qualifies perdraient les aptitudes techniques de leur metier
et deviendraient, au temps de paix k venir, inutilisables pour lindus-
trie. C'est sur ces instances et en collaboration avec le miniature
beige competent, que mes ordonnances du mois d'ao&t IQia contre
le ch6mage volontaire ont ete eiaborees. EUes furent compietees
par I'ordonnance du la mai, 1916. Ces ordonnances ne prevoient
la contrainte que dans le cas oii un ouvrier refuse, sans motif valable
d'accepter un travail npproprie k ses aptitudes et offert h un salaire
convenable, et tombe ainsi k la charge de la charite publique. Tout
refus motive par le droit des gens es^ formellement reconnu valable.
Par consequent, aucun ouvrier ne pent Stre contraint k participer
k des entreprises de guerre. Votre Eminence voudra reconnaitre
que ces ordonnances sont fondees sur de saines considerations de
legislation qui, il est vrai, mettent les interete generaux au-dessus
de la Uberte individuelle. Les plaies sociales consUtees en 1913
setant avec le temps developpees en calamite publique, il s'agit k
present d'appliquer efficacement les ordonnances en question.
Dans sa lettre, Votre Eminence invoque le haut ideal des vertns

familiales. II m'est permis de repondre que je place cet
.deal, comme Votre Eminence, tr^s haut, mais pour cette raison
meme, je dois dire aussi que les classes ouvrieres courant le plus
grand danger de perdre complfetement tout ideal, si I'etat actuel, qui
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M pmt qu'tnpirtr, pcrdnn. Car U pcrtMC nt Ic pire eanoBi de
U famllle. CcrUinenent, I'boauM qni travallle an loio poor let

icaa—«e qui d'aillenn m falaalt de too* lea tenpa, pannl let

omrrien bclfc*—cootribue micai an bica4tre da aa fanille que la

ehteaur raataat ehca iui. Lea ouvriera acceptant du travail en
AUemagiie penvent d'aiUenrt rester en relationa avec leura famillci.
Ila obticnnent dana dea Interrallea r^fnliera des eong<s pour revenir
an pays. lis penvent emmener leur famille en Allemagne, 06 ili

trovreront anaal dea prCtrei connaitMnt lenr langue.

Dana aon ainplc et bon tena, le people a, ponr nne bonne partle.

bien compria sea rirMa rt par disaines de millien des ouTrirrs
beiges sont alUs de leur plein gr6 en Allemagne. Plac^ an ni«rae

rang que lea onrriera allenands, lis gagnent des salaires i\t\i»
qn'ils n'ont Jamais cmmns en Belgiqne. An lien de tomber dans la

misire comme leurs camarades rest^ chea enx, lis se relivent aussi

bien eu-m«mes ^ne lenrs families. D'antres, m grand nombrr,
almeraient snivre cet esemple. lis n'osent pas, parce que d^s influ-

ences exerc^ea snr enz sjsttoatiqaement les fond b^siter. S'ils ne
se libirent pas k temps, lis doivent subir les contraintes de la loi.

La responsabiliti ponr des rigueurs qui ne ponrraient pas «tre

<rit^ retomberait snr enx qni les ont empCch^s de travailler.

Ponr jnger enfin de la situation dans I'ensemble, je prie Votre
Excellence de vonloir draner son attenUon auz explications snivantes
qui sont I'essence m£me du problime:

L'isolement praUqu< par I'Angleterre a contraint les territoires

ocenpis k entrer dans nne communaute d'int^r^ts 6conomiqnes avec
I'Allemagne. Presqne le seul pays avec lequel la Belgique peut
entretenir des ^changes commercianz, c'est I'Allemagne. Bien que
ce aoit contraire k I'usage entre pays ennemis, I'Allemagne n'a pas
d^fendu d'effectuer des palemenU en Belgique et, par cons^uent, il

J a toujours de I'argent allemand qui rentre dana le pays. Les
salaires des onvriers travaillant en Allemagne augnrnteront encore
le flux. D'ailleurs, I'occupation en g<n6ral apportc continuellement
de I'argent en Belgique et cela en I'ajouUnt aux contributions de
guerre qui, comme il est itMl et reconnu, sont d^pensfes entiire-

ment dans le pays. La commimaut* d'int^r^ts resultant dea fails

impose par la logique des choses, anx deux parties, la n&:esai«
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d'tebaagtr at d'^qniUbrcr In (UmtnU de U rte feononiqiie. Dm
cenUlHM de niUicn ^tant mm travail en Bclgiqne, UadU que,
en Allemagne, on manque de braa, il derient an devoir, aoiai bten
•a potnt de vue Mcial qo'tcononique, d'enployer let cMmcun
belgea en an travail productif en AUenagnc, nfcewiti par la eom-
nunant« d'lnt^rtta. Sil jr a dea objection! k faire contra cet tUt
de cboeci, il faat •'adrester k I'Anfletem qni, par m politique
d'iiolenent, a cr<e cette contrainte.

Votre Eminence voudra bien voir dana ce qui pr^cMe qoe le
problime eit tr*i complexe. ''en ^prouveraii une laUsfactira ti,

apria mea esplicationi, voui vooliea I'eiaminer au point de vne
loeial et fconomique.

Agr^a, Moniieor le Cardinal, I'eipreaaion de ma tria haute
conaid^raUon.

(Signi) F«H. TOM BiMiNo,

Oeneraloberat
A SoM Eminenci II CauinAL Mmciu,
Archevtqui Malinet,

Malinea.

Translation:

Broaaela, October »6, 1918.
Ma. Camdinal:

By hia honoured letter of the 19th October, Your Eminence made
the request that the Belgian unemployed be not taken to Germany.
While appreciating to its ju«t value the point of view taken by
Your Eminence, I believe I muat reply that you have not conaidered
the problem in all iU aspecta, full of difficulties as it is. Your
Eminence seems not to Uke into account the abnormal circumstancea
created by two years of war. The measures taken, the repeal of
which you desire, are but the expression of an imperative necessity,
an inevitable consequence of the war. You wiU find below the
txpoti.

Your Eminence begins by recalling the declarations made by
my predecessor and the Military Governor of Antwerp in the month
of October 1914. These declarations referred to incidents closely
related to military operations; they concerned Belgians fit for mili-
tary service who, according to the customs of war generally recog-
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BELGIUM
nised, might have been taken to Germany as civil priaonert. At

that time England and France were taking off neutral steamers on

the high seas all Germans between the ages of 17 and SO, in order

to intern them in concentration camps. Germany did not apply the

same measures to the Belgians. The declarations made to Your

Eminence in order to reassure the population have been strictly

observed. In any case these declarations were a proof of the good

intentions with which the German General Government assumed

the administration of the occupied territory. Owing to the clan-

destine emigration en matMe of young Belgians bent upon joining

the Belgian army, the German authorities would have been perfectly

justified in imitating the example of England and France. This

they did not do. The employment of Belgian unemployed in Ger-

many, which has been inaugurated only after two years of war, dif-

fers essentially frbm the placing in captivity of men fit for military

service. The measure, furthermore, is not related to the conduct

of war so called, but is influenced by social and economic causes.

The economic isolation of Germany pursued by England without

mercy, with the greatest rigour, has been extended and has weighed

more and more upon Belgium. Belgian commerce and industry,

being largely dependent on the importation of raw materials and

the exportation of finished products, were attacked at their very

bases. The inevitable consequence was lack of employment for the

greater part of the population. The system of subsidies allotted

to the unemployed upon a great scale might appear acceptable on

condition that the war be of short duration. The long duration of

the war entailed an abusive exploitation of these subsidies and pro-

duced a state of things untenable from the social point of view.

Far-sighted Belgians called upon me in the spring of 1919 to show

its perils. They insisted upon this point—that whosoever supplies

the funds at present the subsidies will finally have to be paid by

Belgium. They set forth, furthermore, that the subsidies tend to

induce lasiness among the working men. The inevitabi . consequence

of enforced unemployment would mean the physical and moral

decadence of the workmen; especially would expert workmen lose

their technical cunning and upon the signing of peace would be-

come unfit for any work. It was upon these representations and

in collaboration with the competent Belgian administration that my
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ordera of the month of Angnst, IQlfl* against voluntary unemploy-
ment were elaborated. They were completed by the order of May
lath, 1916. These orders did not contemplate the employment of
force except in cases where workmen refused without any valid mo-
tives to accept work of a suitable nature and offered at a reasonable

salary, and who thereby became a charge upon the public charity.

Every refusal based upon international law is formally recognized

as valid. Consequently no workman can be forced to undertake

work of a military nature. Your Eminence will recognize that these

orders are based upon sane considerations of legislation which prop-
erly place the general interest above that of individual liberty.

The social plagues noticed in 1913 having with time evolved into

public calamity, it becomes imperative to apply at once the orders
in question.

In his letter Your Eminence invokes the high ideal of familial

virtues. I may be permitted to reply that, like Your Eminence, I

place this ideal very high, but for that very reason I must say also

that the working classes run the great risk of completely losing

all ideal if the present state of affairs, which can but become worse,

continues. For laziness is the family's worst enemy. Surely the

man who works far away from his folk—a state of affairs which
has existed always for the Belgian workman—contributes much
more to the welfare of his family than by remaining at home in

idleness. Workmen accepting work in Germany are permitted to

remain in relation with their families. At regular intervals they
will be allowed leaves to return to their country. They may take

their families to Germany, where they will find priests acquainted

with the languages. *

In their own common sense the people have to a great extent

well understood those truths, and by tens of thousands Belgian
workmen have jjone to Germany of their own free will. Placed
on the same level with German workmen, thej earn high salaries

which they have never known in Belgium. Far from falling into

misery, like their comrades who have remained in Belgium, they,

as well as their families, have become self-supporting again. Others
in large numbers would like to follow their example. They do not
dare because influences are brought systematically to bear upon
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BELGIUM
them. BeaponiibiUty for rigonn which can not be avoided would
fall opon thoTC who have prevented them from working.

Finally, to jtiflge the aituation as a whole, I pray Your Eminence
to be so kind as to give His attention to the foUowing explana-
tions, which are the very essence of the problem:
The isolaUon imposed by England has forced the occupied terri-

tories to enter into closer economic relations with Germany. Practi-
caUy the only country with which Belgium can entertain commercial
relations is Germany. Although it is the custom between enemy
countries, Germany has never forbidden the payment of funds
into Belgium, and consequently German money is continually com-
ing into the country. The salaries of workmen in Germany will
increase that flow. Moreover, in a general way the occupation
brings money into Belgium continually and adds it to the war con-
tributions which, as it is admitted and established, are spent entirely
in the country. The community of interests resulting from these
facts imposes, by the logic of things, on both parties the necessity
of exchanging and of stabilizing the elements of economic life.
Hundreds of thousands being without work in Belgium while Ger-
many needs labourers, it becomes a duty both from an economic
and a social point of view, to furnish the Belgian unemployed with
the productive labour in Germany necessitoted by this community
of interests. If there are any objections to offer to such a state
of affairs they must be addressed to England, who, by her policy
of isolation, has created the situation.

Your Eminence will see from the above that the problem is very
ewnplex. I should feel a satisfaction if after my explanation Your
Emmence would consider it from a social and an economic point of
view.

_ „ „ (Signed) Fhh. von Bissino,
To His Eminence, Cardinal Mbrciir,
Archbishop of Malines,

Miilines.

Ripu«UE Du Cardinal Mbrciir
AU GOCVERNEUR GENERAL TON BiSSINO (10 NOVEMBRE 1916)

ARCHBTicai
'

DE

^*^™" Malines, le 10 novembre, 1916.
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MoNtWUB LI GoUTlHNtUK OisimAL'

m. f.,t iprouver .. lettre (1.10031) en rfponse k celle que j'av.i,

r sreYarr.'^'"'"' '" ^^ ~*°^- " '-* ^« '• '^^--

Je me .ul. r«ppel6 ma.acoliquement 1. p.,ole que Votre Excel-

Bru«l es J espire que nos relation, .eront loyale. J'ai rccu
I« mission de panser les plaies de la Belgique."

^

et ratifi?
""', """ '"° ""^°^' »°"^«""^" -"'*•^« 'J'An^e^

et ratifi^ qaelque. jou„ plus ta«i. par le baron .on der Golt.
Totre pr^feesseur au gouvernement g^n6ral 4 Bruxelles. L'engage-men 6taU explidte absolu, sans limite de dur^: "Les jeune, gSIn out pomt 4 craindre d'etre emmends en Allemagne, 'solt pou^y
etre^enraids dans r.rmfe. ,„«^ , ^tre emplo^ ^ de. SZZ
Cet engagement est viol6, tou. les jours, de. mUlier. de foi.,depuis quinse jours. *

I* baron von Huene et le baron von der Golt. n'ont pas ditcondihonnellement, ainsi que le voudrait faire entendre votre Lpichldu 26 octobre: "Si I'occupation ne dure pas plus de de« anrie.

lis ont d.t cat^gonquement: "Les jemies gens, et A plus forte raisonles hommes arrives A I'Sm «.a_ _. \ ,
'»i«on

Pour se justifier, Votre Excellence h, >. ne "1. condnite de
1 Angleterre et de la France qui ont, dit-elle, .lev* surl^ ul^neu^ tons les Allemands de dix-sept 4 cinquante ^,'^^Zmterner dans des camps de concentration."
Si TAngleterre et la France avaient commis une injustice c'ests« les Anglais et sur les F,.n,ai, qu'il faudrait vou, v^rVn»»ur un peuple inoiTensif et disarm*.

^
Mais y a-t-il en injustice.* Nous sommes mal inform^ de ce

rfser^e de 1W ^'""'.'' "'"" '' •"**=™^ -ppartenaient 4 lartserve de larm^e .mp^riale; ils 6taient done de, miliUires que
511

'^'r

ii I''

I :

V'



BELGIUM
rAngleterre et la France avaient le droit d'envojer dana dei eampa
de concentration. La Belgique, elle, n'avait inangnr6 chei elle,

que depuia le moia d'aoiit 19I8, le lerrice personnel g^raL
Lea Beiges, de dix-sept k cinquante ana, rdsidant en Belgiqne

occap6e sont done des civils, des non-combattants. C'est jouer aur

lea mots qne de lea assimiler anx r^serristes allemanda, en tear

appliquant I'appellation Equivoque: "hommes aptes an service mili-

taire."

Les arrdtes, lea affichea, les conunentairea de la presse, qui deraient

preparer I'opinion publiqoe aux mesurea mises, en ce moment, k

execution, invoquaient surtout deux considerations. Les chdmeurs,

aflirmait-on, sont un danger pour la s^uriti^ublique; its sont une

charge pour la bienfaisance officielle.

II n'est pas T|rai, disait dijk ma lettre du 19 octobre, que nos

ouvriers aient trouble, ou simplement menac£, nulle part, I'ordre

ext^rieur. Cinq millions de Belgfes, des centaines d'Am^ricaina sont

les t^moins ^merreilies de la dignity et de la patience impeccable de

notre classe ouvriire.

II n'est pas vrai que les ouvriers priv^ de travail soient k la

charge ni du pouvoir occupant ni de la bienfaisance k laquelle pr6-

aide son administration. Le Comit6 National, auquel I'occupant n'a

aucune part active, est le seul pourvoyenr de la snbsistance des

victims du chomage forc6.

Ces deux rdponses sont rest^s sana r^plique.

La lettre du S6 octobre essaie d'un autre proc^d^ de justification:

elle alligue que la mesure qui frappe lea chdmeurs est motiv6e par

des causes sociales "et ^conomiques."

C'est parce qn'il a k coeur, plus chaudement et plus intelligemment

que nous, I'int^rSt de la nation beige, que le Gouvemement allemand

aauve I'ouvrier de la paresse, I'empSche de perdre ses aptitudes tech-

niques. Le travail forc^ est la contre-valeur des avantages ^ono-

miques qne nous procurent nos ^changes commerciaux avec I'Empire.

Au surplus, si le Beige a i se plaindre de cet £tat de choses,

qu'il adresse ses griefs k I'Angleterre: elle est la grande coupable;

"c'est elle qui, par sa politique d'isolement, a cr^ cette contrainte."

A cette plaidoirie qui est, dans I'original, embarras86e, compIiqu6e,

il suffira d'opposer quelques declarations franches et braves

:

Chaque ouvrier beige libirera un ouvrier allemand, qui fera on
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lnl-m«me ce f.it brtl«t, c.r il &rit: "La nicurc n'e.t p.. „on plu.
en Mpport .vec I. conduite de la gnerw proprement dite." EUe
ert done en r.pport .vec 1. guerre "improprement dite"; qu'est-ce
4 dire .inon que IWrier beige ne prend pa. le. anne., mai. d6gagc
les mains de I'onvrier allemand qui le. prendra? LWrier l^lge
ert contraint de coop^rer, d'une fayon indlrecte mai. 6ridente, k la
guerre centre .on pay.. Ceci est en contradicOon manifeste avec
1 e.prit de la Convention de La Haye.
Autre d&laration: le chfimage tV^-t Ic fait ni de I'ouvrier beige ni

.de 1 Angleterre, il ct leffet du regime d'occupation allemande.
Loccupant .'wt empar^ d'approvisionnement. considerable, de

matiire. premiire. destinies k notre industrie naOonale; il a saisi
et exp6dl6 en Allemagne les machines, les outUs, les m^aux de nos
usmes et de nos ateliers. La possibility du travail national ainsi
supprimfe, il restait k I'ouvrier one alternative : travaiUer pour
1 Empire aUemand, soit ici, soit en Allemagne, ou chomer. Quelques
disaines de miUiers d'ouvriers, sous la pressJon de la peur ou de
la fami, acceptArent, k regret pour la plimart, vail k I'Aranger

;

mais quatre cent miUe ouvriers ou ouvriires p. -irent se r^igner
au chomage, avec ses privations, que de desst.ir les intergts de
la patrie; ils vivaient dans la pauvret^, k I'aide du maigre secours
que leur allouait le ComitS National de ucaur, et d'alimentation con-
trol6 par les ministres protecteurs d'Espagne, d'Am&ique, de Hol-
Isnde. Calmes, dignes, iU supportoient sans murmure leur sort
penible. NuUe part, il n'y eut ni r^volte ni apparence de rivolte.
Patrons et ouvriers attendaient avec endurance la fin de notre lonsue
eprenve. *

Cependant, les administrations cowmunales et I'initiative priv6e
essayaient d'att^nuer les inconvenients indeniables du chomage.
Mais Je pouvoir occupant paralysa leurs efforts. Le Comit6 National
tenU d'organiser un enseignement professional k I'nsage des chd-
meurs. Cet enseignement pratique, respectueux de la dignity de nos
travaiUcurs, devait leur entrctenir la main, affiner leurs capacit^s
de travail, preparer le rel^vement du pays. Qui s'opposa k cette
noble initiative, dont nos grands industriels avaient 61abor6 le plan?
Qui? Le pouvoir occupant.
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BELGIUM
Cependant les communes tivertuirent k faire ezfeuter par leurs

chdmetin des traTaux d'utilit^ publique. Le Oouveraeor gtnital

rabordonna cea entrepriies k une aatorisation qn'en rigle g6ii<rale

il refuiait. Lea caa ne sont pas rares, m'assure-t-on, oii le Gou-

emement ginital autorisa des traTaaz de ce genre k la condition

ezpresse qn'ils ne fossent point confi^s k des chdmeurs.

On Toulait done le chdmage. On recrutait Tarmie des chdmears.

Et Ton ose apris cela lancer k nos ouvriers I'injnre: paresseux!

Non, I'ouTrier beige n'est pas un paresseux. II a le culte du

travail. Dans les nobles luttes de la vie ^conomique il a fait ses

prenres. Quand il a d6daign£ travail 4 gros salaire que lui offrait

I'occupant, c'est par dignit6 patriotique. Nona, pasteur de notre

peuple, qoi suivons de plus pr^s que jamais ses douleurs et ses

angoisses, nous savons ce qu'il lui en a co&t^ parfois de prdf^rer

I'ind^pendance dans la privation au bien-etre dans la sujition. Ne

lui jetei pas la j^ierre. II a droit k votre respect

La lettre dn 99 octobre dit que la premiere responsable da

chdmage de nos ouvriers, c'est I'Angleterre, parce qu'elle ne laisse

pas entrer les matiires premieres en Belgique.

L'Angleterre laisse entrer g^^reusement en Belgique les moyens

de ravitaillement, sous le contrdle des Etats neutres, de I'Espagne,

des Etats-Unis, de la HoUande. Elle laisserait p6i6trer assur^ment,

sous le m£me contrdle, les matiires n^essaires k I'industrie, si

I'Allemagne voulait s'engager k nous les laisser et k ne point mettre

la main sur les produits fabriqu&i de notre travail industriel.

Mais I'Allemagne, par divers procMia, notanmient par I'organiss-

titm de ses "Centrales" sor lesquelles ni les Beiges ni nos ministres

protecteurs ne pcuvent exercer aucun contrdle efficace, absorbe une

part considerable des produits de I'agriculture et de I'industrie dtt

pays. II en r^sulte un rench^rissement inquidtant de la vie, cause

de privations p&iibles pour ceux qui n'ont pas ou qui n'ont plus

d'^conomies. La "communaut^ d'interets," dont la lettre vante pour

nous I'avantage, n'est pas I'^quilibre normal des Changes commer-

cianx, mais la pr^ominance du fort sur le faible.

Get 6tat d'inf£riorit6 6conomique auquel nous sommes r6duits, ne

nous le repr£sentei done pas, je vous prie, comme un privilege qui

jnstifierait le travail forc6 au profit de notre ennemi et la deporta-

tion de legions d'innocenta en terre d'exil

!
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L'eicI«T.ge, et la peine U plus forte da Code p^nal aprte k

petae de mort, 1. d^porUUon
! La Bclglque, qui ne vou. fit jamais

aucun mal, avait-eUe mitM de von. ce traitement qui crie vengeance
an cielr

MoMienr le Gouverneur gdn^ral, en commenyant ma lettre, je
rappelais la noble parole de Votrc Excellence: "Je ania venn en
Belgiqne, avec la mission de panser les plaies de voire pays."

Si Votre Excellence pouvait, comme nos pr«tres, p^^trer dans
les foyers onvriers, entendre les lamentations des ^ponses et des
mires que ses ordonnances jettent dans le deuil et dans I'iponvante,
elle se rendrait mienx compte que la plaie dn penple beige est
Mante.

II y a denx ans, entend-on r^p^ter, c'^tait la mort, le pillage,
hncendie, mais c'^talt la gnerre! Anjourd'hni, ce n'est pins la
gnerre; c'est le calcnl froid, I'&rasement vouln, I'emprise de la
force snr le droit, Tabaissement de la personnallt* humaine, nn d£fi
k I'hamanit^.

II depend de vons. Excellence, de falre taire ces cris de la con-
science r^voltfc. Pnisse le bon Dien, que nons invoqnons de toate
lardenr de notre Ime ponr notre penple opprim^, vona inspirer la
piti^ dn bon Samaritain!

Agrees, Monsieur le Gonvemeur gdnitti, I'hommage de ma trte
haute consid6ratioii.

(Sight) D. J. Cabdinal Mucin,
ArchevSque de Malines.

A Son Ezckllzkcb Monsucr ls Bakon vo» Bissino,
Goovemenr G^n^ral,

Bmxelles.

Translation:

Archbishopbic or Malimbs,

Malines, November 10, I916.
Mb. Govbbnob Gbnbbal:

I refrain from expressing to Your ExceUency the sentiments
which his letter have evoked in me, in reply to the letter which
I had the honour to address to him on October 19th, relaUve to the
deportation of the unemployed.

I have recalled with melancholy the words which Your Exeel-
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BELGIUM
lencjr, Manning each ijllable, pronooneed in mj preaence after his

arrival at Bmuels: "I hop« that onr relatlona will be loyaL . . .

I have received the miaiion of dreuing the wonnda of Belgium."

M7 letter of October 19th recalled to Your Ezcellencj the en-

gagement undertaken bj Baron von Huene, Military Governor of

Antwerp, and ratified a few days later by Baron von der Golts,

your predecessor as Govemor-Oeneral, at Brussels. The engage-

ment was explicit, absolute, unlimited as to time: "The young men

need not fear being taken to Germany, either to be enrolled in the

army or to be emploj/ed at forced labour."

This engagement is being violated every day, thousands of times

in the last fortnight

Baron von Huene and Baron von der Golts did not say condi-

tionally, as your communication of October 86th would like to imply:

"If the occupa^on does not last longer than two years, men fit for

military duty will not be Uken into captivity"; they said, catego-

rically: "Young men, and with greater reason, men who have reachtd

an advanced age, tvHl not be at any moment of the occupation either

made priioneri or employed at forced labour." To justify himself,

Your Excellency invokes the conduct of England and of France,

who, so he says, "took off neutral steamers all Germans between

the ages of 17 and SO in order to intern them in concentration

camps."

If England and France have committed an injustice, it is upon

the English and the French that you should avenge yourself, and

not upon an inoffensive and disarmed people. But has an injustice

been done? We are poorly informed as to what goes on outside

the walls of our prison, but I am strongly inclined to believe that

the Germans who were seised and interned belonged to the reserve

of the imperial army, they were therefore soldiers, and England

and France had the right to send them to concentration camps.

Belgium had inaugurated only since the month of August, 19IS the

system of compulsory service for all.

Belgians between the ages of 17 and 50 residing in the occupied

portion of Belgium are therefore civilians, that is to say, non-

combatants. It is to juggle words to assimilate them with the

German reservisU in applying to them the equivocal appellation

"men fit for military service."

516



DOCUMENTS IN EVIDENCE
The decreet, afftehe; commentfl of the preii, which were intended

to prepare pnbhc opinion for the meararea to be taken, invoked

ehiefly two contiderationa: the nnemployed, lo they declared, are

a danger to pnblie Mcurity; they are a charge npon the publio

charity.

It ia not true, aa I said in my letter of October 19th, that onr

workmen have troubled or even threatened public order anywhere.

Five million Belgians, hundreds of Americans, are the astonished

witnesses of the remarkable dignity and patience of our working

class. It is not true that workmen deprived of labour are a charge

upon the occupying Power for the charity which is dispensed by
their administration. The Comity National, in which the occupy-

ing Government plays no active part, is the sole provider of sub-

sistence to the victims of enforced idleness.

These two replies remain unanswered.

The letter of October S6th attempto another process of justifica-

tion; it alleges that the measure affecting the unemployed is influ-

enced by "social and economic" causes.

It is because the German Government hak taken to heart more
warmly and more intelligently than we the interest of the Belgian

nation thai it is saving the workman from idleness and preventing

him from losing his technical fitness. Forced labour is the equiva-

lent of the economic advantages that we obtained from our com-

mercial exchanges with the Empire.

Furthermore, if the Belgians complain of this state of things

let them address their grievances to England; she is the great guilty

one; "it is she who has brought about this situation by her policy

0^ isolation."

To this argument, which in the original is confused, complicated,

it will suflke to oppose a few frank and brief statements:

Each Belgian workman will liberate a German workman, who
will add one more soldier to the German army. There, in all its

simplicity, is the fact that dominates the situation. The author of

the letter seems himself to feel this burning fact, for he writes, "nor

is the measure affecting the conduct of war proprement dite." It is

therefore connected with war "improperly so-called" (improprement

dUe) ; what does this mean, if not that if the Belgian workman does

not bear arms he will free the hands of a German workman who
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BELGIUM
wUl take ap una} The Belgiui worknuui li forced to eo-opente
in u Indirect but undenUble manner in the war agalut hi> ooantij.
Thif ifl manlfeiUjr contrary to the spirit of the Hague conrenUou.
Another tatement is this: nnemploTment ia caoaed neither by the

Belgian workmen nor by England; it la brought about hj the
v^gime of German occupation.

The occupying Power has seised great quanUUes of raw mate-
rials intended for our naUonal industry; it has seised from our
factories and workshops machinery, tools and metals, and shipped
them to Germany. The possibility of naUonal employment being
thus suppressed, there remained one of two alternatives to the
workmen—to work for the German Empire here or in Germany,
or to remain idle. A few thousand workmen, under the influence
of fright or hunger, agreed, the greater part with regret, to work
for the enemy: "but four hundred thousand workmen and work-
women preferred to resign themselves to unemployment, with its

privations, rather than to betray the interests of their native land;
they lived in poverty, with the aid of a meagre relief aUowed them
by the Comity NaUonal de Secours, under the supervision of the
Ministers of the United States, Holland and Spain. Calm, dlgni-
iled, they bore without a murmur their painful lot In" no section
of the country was there a revolt, or even the semblance of one.
Employers and employees awaited with patience the end of our
long martyrdom. The communal administrations, however, and pri-
vate initiative endeavored to aUeviate the undoubted inconveniences
of unemployment But the occupying force paralysed their efforts.
The C.N. attempted to organise a professional school for the
benefit of the unemployed. This practical instruction, respectful
of Uie dignity of our workmen, was intended to preserve their sliill
and to increase tiieir capacity for work, in order to prepare for the
revival of the country. Who opposed this noble movement, the
scheme of which had been devised by our large manufacturers?
Who? The occupying Government

Nevertheless, the communes made every effort to give work to the
unemployed by undertaking public improvemenU; the Governor-
General limited these enterprises to a permission, which as a general
rule he refused to grant There are, I understand, numerous cases

,

where the General Government authorised work of this kind upon
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tk« etprwa eoadltlon that it be not nndertaken by the nacmploTed.
They were ueking to create employmeat. Thejr were reeruitinf

the army of the unemployed.

And they dare, after thla, to Ininlt our workmen by calUns then
laay.

No, the Belgian workman ia not laay; he haa a taste for work.
In the noble atrugglei of economic life he has proved Lis fitness.
When he refused to work at a high wage offered him by the occupy-
ing OoTfmment, it was on account of a dignified patriotism. We,
the pastors of our people, who are sharing more and more closely
its sufferings and anguish, we know what it has cost them some-
Umes to choose independence, with its privaUons, instead of well-
bdng in a state of subjection. Do not throw stones at them;
They are entitled to your respect.

The letter of October 26th says that the party primarUy respon-
sible for the unemployment of our workmen is England, because
she has not allowed raw material to enter Belgium.
England has generously allowed food-stuffs to enter Belgium for

the tavitaUlement. under the control of neutral nations such as the
United SUtes, Holland and Spain. She would also aUow, under
the same control, raw materials for industry to enter the country
if Germany were to agree to leave them to us and not to seise the
finished products of our industrial labours.

But Germany, by divers processes, noUbly by the organisation
of its "Zentrales," over which neither the Belgians nor their pro-
tecting Ministers can exercise any efficacious control, absorbs a large
porUon of the agricultural and industrial products of our country.
The result is an alarming increase in the cost of living, which causes
painful privaUons for those who have no longer any savings. The
community of interests, of which the letter speaks so highly, is not
the normal equilibrium of commercial exchange, but the predomi-
nance of the strong over the weak. Do not represent, I beseech
you, this state of economic inferiority to which we are reduced as
a privUege that should justify hard labour to the advantage of our
enemy and the deportation of legions of innocent people to the
land of exile!

Slavery, and the heaviest penalty of the penal code after that
of death—that is deportation! Has Belgium, who never did you
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U7 wfOBf, dMcrred tbb trMtneat from joa whteh ealla down
vcagMiiee fraa bearenr

Mr. Ooremor-Oeneral, in the begiaaiag of wj latter I renlied
the noble phr«w of Yoor ExceUencjr: "1 iiare nedred Um miMloa
of dresaing the wonnda of Belgium."

If Yonr Excellency could penetrate into tba bomea of working
men aa oar priesti do, and bear tbe lamentationa of wirea and
motbcra wbon hia order baa caat into Dooming and into dianuj,
He would realiae far better that tbe wound of tbe Belgian people
ia wide open.

Two jeara ago, we bear people aajr, it waa death, pillage, fire, but
it waa war! To-dajr it ia no longer war; it i* tbe cold, caleuUtlng
aplrit, tbe deaire to annihilate, the victory of force over right, the
lowering of the human peraonality, tbe cry of defiance to humanity.

It reate with Yoor Excellency to quiet theae criea of a reroltcd
eonadence; may the good Lord, upon whom we call with our whole
aool for our oppreaaed people, inapire Him with tbe pity of a Good
Samaritan!

Accept, Mr. OoremorOeneral, the homage of my cooaideration.

(Signi) D. J. Caubinai. Mucin,
Archbiabop of Malinea.

A SoM ExcBLMwcn MoNauus u BAaoM tok Biaaixa,
Oovemor-General,

Broaaela.

Lm OovTUMiun OtKimAS,

Di BiLoi^ra,

P. A. I. llSfi4. Bruxellea, le S8 novembre, 1916.
Tnia rinimi MoNancn u Caboinai,:

J'ai I'honneur de faire aavoir 4 Votre Eminence que j'ai bien
reju I'bonor^e lettre du 10 de ce moia ainai que la lettre autograplie
du 19 de ce moia, concemant le retord dana I'envoi. J'ai k tipondn
ce qui suit:

Le 19 octobre de cette ann^e, Votre Eminence m'a adreas^ une
requite en rue d'obtenir que Ton ceaae d'employer lea chomeurs
belgea en AUemagne. Dana ma r^ponse du 88 octobre de cette
ann^, tout en appr^ciant k aa juste valeur le point de vue auquel
voua vous placea, j'ai expos* lea raiaona et lea conaid^raUons qui
ont engag* le pouvoir occupant k prendre lea mesures concemant Is
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l«»«nble. J. m. ,01. done obllg* de «„royer A noureao Vo»«
Eminence i me. d<cl».Uon. du 88 octobfe. Ce qn« »ou. rfoondei
»«. coMld^MUoM, on repoK .ur une expUctlon erron<e de me.dfcUMUon., ou rcolto de conception, que je ne pni. .pp««ref

ZhJ^TT' ^^ ••«"»•«»« 1»'-P''.-».«te«H con-

un be„f.it wci.l poor le. ouvrier. beige, de le. mettre .a tr.v.U

4 Votre Eminence que je rould. p.n.e, le. pile, que 1. guem

""J-
" P^upJe beige; ml. le. me.ure. p,i«. ne .onTpw

Votw Eminence m&onn.lt le. f.lt.. quand elle veut fc.rte, me,
efort., wnrent couronn^. de .ucc*., pour rfUbll, 1. vie fconomlque

Il« Sisr '.r?«"" 'J"' »'»" • «'« « co-trlre nn chfl-mge «M«cleI. LAngleterre . „!. de. condition. in.ccepUble.

de. product, fabrlque.. Ce. quction. ont M. .u coup, de 1. gnew,

ri « "'f*'*"""
•*"«•*• -vec de. perwnne. compLnte.

L^r ''V^f»""' «»•- "P-"v«t le. ,^ui.lo1 de.m.U*«. premlire. furent une con.eq«ence in<,it.ble de cette m«me
prflUqoe. Je dol. .u«i meintenl, .b.olument que, au point de vne
fconomlque, le pouvolr occupwt g.rantlt au paj. tons le. avanUge.
qui Tu 1. contralnte crfc par I'Angleterre. peuvent lui etre a..u^
Lex&utlon de. me.ure. prl.e. an .ujet de. chAmeur. a cauae kmen AdmlnlatraUon quanUtd de difficult^., qui occa,lonnent <gale-ment de. d«,ag,«a.ent. i la population. Tout cela eflt pu etre

tnti, .1 le. admlnUtration. commun.lc. avalcnt perml., par une
toteryentlon approprl6e. de rendre I'ex&ution pl„, .taple et mieux
.daptce 4 la fin propose. D«., le. clrcon.tance. actuelle., on

englober d abord un nombre plu. considerable de peraonne.. Mda
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BELGIUM
dei pr^utioni ont tXi prises pour restreindre anUnt que possible

les errenrs. Des categories d6tenniii£es de professions sont ezclues

de robligation de se presenter et des plaintes individaelles sont ou

bien examinees immMiatement, on bien remises pour on ezamen

nlt^rieur.

Des considerations qui pr^cklent, Votre Eminence voudra bien

condure qn'il est impossible de faire suite k sa demande de retirer

les mesures prises ; que n^anmoins, dans I'application de ces mesures,

on a fait, malgr6 les difficult^s qui se sont presentees, tout ce qu'il

etait possible de faire dans TinterSt commun.

Veuilles agreer. Eminence, I'expression de ma tris bante con-

sideration.

(SigtU) Fhr. ton Bissino,

Generaloberst

A Son EmNENtfB MoNsnum u Caioinai. Mxacin,
Archeveqae de Malines,

Malines.

(Translation:)

The OoVKRNOR-GENIRAb

or Beloicii,

P. A. I. 11854.

Bnusels, November 88, 1916.

Vert Venerable Cardinai.:

I bare tbe honour to inform Your Eminence that I have duly

received the honoured letter of the 10th of this month, as well as

the autographic letter of the 15th of this month concerning the

delay in sending it. I reply as follows:

On October 19 of this year Your Eminence addressed to me a

request with a view of inducing us to cease to employ the Belgians

unemployed in Germany. In my response of October 88 of this

year, while appreciating at its true value the point of view at

which you place yourself, I have exposed the considerations and

the reasons that I have moved the occupying power to take meas-

ures concerning the question of workmen. The measures were not

the consequence of an arbitrary will or of an insufficient study of

a difficult problem, but tbe result of a ripe examination of the cir-

cumstances which it is proper to consider and of the necessity that
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we muat recognize « inevitable. Under th,
myaelf obliged to a.ain invrf/!!, ^ circumstances 1 find

»7 declaraSn of (Sobe," Y
""'"""" °' ^°" ^-•'>-- *<>

tion. either repose. o„

T

j
'"'^''" *«» "'"« considera-

the result ^fT^pl Th rr'"*^
"^ "^ <'"'-"tion or is

The unemployment h« taken : ^^
'"'"'''

^ "*"'"'' "PP"^'^-

. great -oci/sor: .t'L*^' .Vthlt ilT^T '" ??^"" '^'^ ^-

Belgian working men to put ^I!. V I ' "^'*' '"='"''^* "^ tJ*'

tut on my arrival in Belgl iLd Y ? '''™^' '* » *-«
to dress the wound, the w.r h^ i

"•'""""" *'"'* ' ^"''cd

the measure. taJen a« notin rV" "" ^•''«'" P^P'^' ''"t'

I .bould .ay .to that Yot eJ """" """ *'"'' ''^'''•"«--

he trie, to put Lde my "L^'T ""«""" '""^ ''^'' ^^en
re«.t.bli.h eLo^c lif7in bT; ." "^"'^ ^'^ •"«="»' ^-

created on the iL^y aL\!ufi "T'
' " """"' *•••* '^'^ "*-

imposed unacceptable L^ti^ns on
1™^^ ^''*'""* '"^

«d exportauon'of malt^T^dV^^r?!? "' ""^ "•*'''*-^'

been, during the war th.. .ni.- ?
P/°*""=t*- These question, have

pete^t peri« nTolt nf' p ,
""'"" -cgotiation, with com-

countrier But'^w:! '^ l^'fTCTlTa ^ '' "^""^
here. I only repeat thai th. i /t^

"* *" "P«»« them

the re,ui.ition. oVL ^fj-^^r.^^^^^
"^ -'-tion, as formerly

of the .ame policy I 1„!1 V ,. ^ "°*''*'«»*hle consequence

economic poL^f 4,L:^ •''~'"*''^ "•»*^'" ""•* f'«"n the

try 11 the' advant.^^^T^'ZZl «"-'*"*"' *" «"« «»-
England, can be asf^J to ^

°' *'* ~''"*"'''* '"^^ ^y

J^'^^Tht^alei'Ly^Tr.*^^'' -'^ «^-- »» «>«

occ«iLL.o dr«cX':^f:/t:etx: rLtth" ti^''.voided if the communal '^miZ.^\^^^^^
'"'''l'^''
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BELGIUM
complaints either are immediately examined or postponed for future

examination.

From the foregoing considerations, Your Eminence will be good
enough to conclude that it is impossible to respond to his request

to withdraw the measures that have already been taken. However,
in the application of these we have done all that it is possible to

do in the common interest

Pray accept. Eminence, the expression of my very high con-

sideration.

(Signed) Babon ton Bissino,

Colonel-General.

To His Eminkncb Cardinal Mercikr,

Archbishop of Malines,

Malines.

ARCHRTftcHi I

DR

Maunrs, Malines, le S9 novembre, 1916.

Monsieur le Gouterneur G£n£ral:

La lettre (1,11254) que Votre Excellence me fait llionneur de

m'6crire, sous la date du 28 novembre, est pour moi une deception.

En plnsieurs milieux, que j 'avals lieu de croire exactement ren-

seign^, il se disait que Votre Excellence s'^tait fait un devoir de

protester devant les plus hautes autorit^ de I'Empire, contre les

mesures qu'Elle est contrainte d'appliquer k la Belgique. J'escomptais

done, pour le moins, un d61ai dans I'application de ces mesures, en

attendant qu'elles fussent soumises k un examen nouvean, et un

adoucissement aux proc6d^ qui les mettent k execution.

Or, void que, sans r^pondre un mot k aucun des arguments par

lesquels j '^tablissais, dans mes lettres du 19 octobre et du 10

novembre, le caractire antijuridiqne et antisocial de la condamnation

de la classe ouvrifere beige aux travaux forces et Jk la deportation,

Votre Excellence se borne k reprendre, dans sa d^peche'du 23

novembre, le texte mSme de sa lettre du 26 octobre. Ses deux lettres

du 28 novembre et du 26 octobre sont, en effet, identiques dans le

fond et presqiie dans la forme.

D'autre part, le recrutement des pr^tendus chomenrs se fait, la

plupart du temps, sans aucun dgard aux observations des autorit^
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locale*. 'MleuM rapports que j 'ai en mains attestent que le clerg«
est bmtaiement <cart*, les bourgmestres et conseiUers communauz
r«niU au silence; les recmteurs se tronvent done en face d'inconnus
parmi lesquels ils font arbitrairement leur choix.

Les exemples de ce que j'avance abondent; en voici deux ttka
r&ents parmi une quantity d'autres que je tiens k la disposition de
Votre Excellence. Le 81 novembre, le recrntement se fit dans la
commune de Kersbeek-Miscom. Sur les 1.323 habitants que compte
la commune, les recruteurs en enlevirent 94, en bloc, sans disUnc-
tion de condition sociale on de profession, fils de fermiers soutiens
de parenU ag^ et infirmcs, pires de famille laissant femme et
enfants dans la misire, tons n^cessaires k leur famille comme le pain
de chaque jour. Deux families se voient ravir chacune quatre fib
A la fois. Sur les 94 d6pon€s, il y avait deux chomeurs.
Dans la region d'Aerschot, le recrutement se fit le 23 novembre:

k RiUaer, k Gclrode, k Rotselaer, des jeunes gens soutiens d'une
mire veuve; des fermiers k la tSte d'une nombreuse famille, I'un
d'entre eux, qui a pass^ les cinquante ans, a dix enfants, culUvant des
terres, possMant plusieurs betes k comes, n'ay«nt jamais touchy
un sou de la charity publique, furent emmends, de force, en d^pit
de tontes les protestations. Cans la petite commune de Rillaer on
a pris jusqoe vingt-cinq jeunes gar9ons de dix-sept ans.

Votre Excellence eflt voulu que les administrations communales se
fissent les complices de ces recrutements odieux. De par leur situa-
tion legale et en conscience, elles ne le pouvaient pas. Mais elles
ponvaient felairer les recruteurs et ont qualite pour cela. Les pr«-
tres, qui connaissent mieux que personne le petit peuple, seraient
pour les recruteurs des auxiliaires pr&icux. Pourquoi refuse-t-on
leur concours?

A la fin de sa lettre, Votre Excellenctf rappelle que les hommes
appartenant aux professions lib^rales ne sont pas inqui6t6s. Si I'on
n'emmenait que des ch6meurs, je comprendrais cette exception.
Mais si Ton continue d'enroler indistinctement les hommes vaUdes,
I'exception est injustifi^e.

II serait inique de faire peser snr la classe ouvrifere seule la d^
portation. La classe bourgeoise doit avoir sa part dans le sacrifice,
si cruel soit-il et tout juste parce qn'il est cruel, que I'occupant
impose k la nation. Nombreux sont les membres de mon clerg«
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BELGIUM
qui in'ont prii de rieUmer poor enx une place k ravant-gtrde dea
peraecntes. J'enreglatre leor offre et vona la aoumeta avec fiert^.

Je veux croire sncore que les autoritds de 1'Empire n'ont paa
lenr dernier mot Elles penaeront k noa douleara imm^ritiea, k la

reprobation du monde civilian, au jugement de Thiatoire et au chi-
timent de Diea.

Agr^ea, Excellence, I'hommage de ma tr*8 haute conaideration.

(Signi) D. J, Cardinal Mercur,
Archevdque de Malinea.

A Son Excrllkncb MoNauuR im Baron ton BiaaiNo,

Gonvemeur g6n6ral,

Bruxellea.

Malinea, November 89, 1916.

(TranalaUon:)

Archbiihopric

or

MauNn, *

Mr. Ootxrnor-Gkniral:
The letter (1,11894) that Your Excellency doea me the honour

to write under date of November 88 ia a diaappointment to me. In
many circlea that I had reaaona to believe well informed, I waa
told that Your Excellency had felt it a duty to proteat before the
highest authorities of the Empire against the meaaurea that he is

obliged to apply in Belgium. I reckoned then at leaat on a delay
in the application of these meaaurea, until they can be given a new
examination or an amelioration of the proceaaea which put them in

execution.

But now, without a word of reply to any one of the arguments
by which, in my letters of October 19 and November 10, 1 eateblish
the anti-judicial and anti-aocial character of the condemnation of
the Belgian working daaaea to forced lalrar and to deporUtion,
Your Excellency confinea himself to repeat in hia diapatch of
November 8S the very text of his letter of October 86. His two
letters of November 88 and October 86 are in effect identical in

matter and almost in form.

Besides, the recruiting of pretended unemployed is made, the

greater part of the time, without any observation of the local

anthorities. Several reporta that I have in hand atteat that the
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dCTgy if brutally pat aside, the burgomaster, and common coun-
cillors are ordered to keep silent; the rccruiUng officers find them-
Klyes then faced by unknown people, among whom they arbitrarily
make their choice.

There are abundant examples of this; here are two very recent
ones among quantities of others that I hold at the disposal of Your
Excellency. On November 21 recruiting was going over in the
commune of Kersbceh-Miscom. Out of tl.c 188S inhabitants of the
commune the recruiting officers took away ninety-four in a mass,
without discussion as to the social conditions or professions—sons
of farmers, the supporters of aged and infirm parents, fathers of
families, leaving wife and children in poverty, all as necessary to
their families as daily bread. Two families had torn from them
each four sons at a time. Out of the ninety-four deported there
were two unemployed.

In the region of Aerschot the recruiting was made on November
2S. At Rillaer, at Gelrode, at Rotselaer, young men, the supporters
of a widowed mother, fathers at the head of large families—one
among them who had already passed fifty years, has ten children,
cultivating the ground, possessing several homed beasts, having
never touched a sou of public charity—were carried away by force,
despite their protesUtions. In the commune of Rillaer they took
as many as twenty-five young boys of seventeen years.
Your Excellency would have wished the communal administra-

tions to be the accomplices of these odious seisures; by tiieir legal
situation and in aU conscience they could not do it, but they could
have enlightened the recruiting officers and were able to do this.
The priests, who knew better than everybody the common people,
would have been for the recruiting officers very able aids. How did
they refuse their help?

At the end of your letter Your Excellency recaUs that the men
belonging to the liberal professions are not troubled. If they took
away only the unemployed I would understand the decision; but
if they continue to enrol without distinction able men, the exception
is not justified. It would be iniquitous to allow the deportation to
weigh solely on the working classes. The middle class should have
its part in the sacrifice, however cruel it may be—and precisely
because It is cruel—which the occupant imposes on the nation. The
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plied on the third of November, and the worldngmen
rejoined on the fourteenth of November.'

membert of my clttgy, who have prayed me to sak for them a place

in the vanguard of the persecuted are numerous. I register their

offer and submit it to you with pride.

I should like to believe that the authorities of the Empire have

not said their last word. They will think of our unmerited suffer-

ings, of the reprobation of the civilised world, the judgment of

history, and the punishment of God.

Accept, Excellency, the homage of my very high consideration.
' (Signed) D. J. Cardinai, Mxbciu,

Archbishop of Malines.

To His Ezckllbnct Baron ton Bissino,

Governor-General,

Brussels.

' Protestation dks Stndicatk Socialistis it IndApendants

Lkttrr av Gouvrrnrur GisiaAh von Bissino:

Bruzelles, le 80 octobre; 191 6.

Ezcbllkncb:

Les mesnres que votre Administration prepare pour forcer les

chdmeurs k travailler an profit du pays de I'envahisseur, la deporta-

tion dtjk commence de nos camarades de la region des 6tapes,

soul^vent une profonde Amotion parmi toute la dasse ouvriire de

Belgique.

Les secretaires et les repr6sentants des grands syndicats socialistes

et ind^pendants estiment qu'ils manqueraient k leur devoir s'ils ne

portaient pas k votre connaissance les sentiments douloureux qui

agitent les ouvriers et r6cho de leur plainte ^mue.

lis ont vu enlever les machines de leurs usines, r^quisitionner les

matiires premieres les plus diverses, s'amonceler les obstacles pour

la reprise d'un travail tigalier, disparaitre les unes apr^s les autres

les libertds publiques dont ils etaient fiers.

Depuis plus de deux ann^es la classe ouvri&re, plus que toute

autre, gravit le plus p^nible calvaire, souffrant la mis^re et parfois

la faim, alors que li-bas, au loin, ses fils combattent et meurent snns

qn'elle puisse leur orier la reconnaissance dont ses coeurs debordent.
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And the six documents that compose this correspond-

ence express not only the two parties to the conflict, but

Elle a snbi tout dans le calme le plus parfait et avec la dignity
la plus imposante, rdprimant toutes ses souffrances, ses plaintes,
ses douleurs pinibles, sacrifiant tout k son id6al de liberty et
d'ind^pendance. Mais voili que les mesures annonc^es vont lui

faire ressentir la plus grande douleur humaine: des proI^Uires,
pauvres, parce qu'ils chdment contre leur gre, des citoyens d'un Etat
libre vont 6tre condamn^s en masse au travail fore*, sans avoir
enfreint aucun artitt ni aucun riglement

Au nom des families d'ouvriers oh rigne k I'heure pr^sente la plus
grande inquietude et oik seront encore vers^es tant de larmes de
mires, de fiances et de petits enfants, nous venons demander k
Votre Excellence de vouloir empecher Taccomplissement de ces actej
vezatoires, contraires au droit des gens, contraires k tout se qui
constitue la dignity et la grandeur de la personnalit6 humaine.
En vous priant de vouloir excuser notre Amotion, nous vous

offrons. Excellence, I'assuronce de nos salutations respectueuses.

(Sulvent les signatures des membres du Comit6 national de la
Commission syndicate.

)

Translation:

Commission Syndicalk

DB LA Bkloiqub Brussels, October SO, 191 6.

Excellency:

The measures under consideration by your administration to force
the unemployed to work for an invading power, the deportation of
our unhappy comrades which has begun in the region of the etape.
have most profoundly moved the entire working class in Belgium.
The undersigned members of the large socialist and independent

syndicates of Belgium would consider that they had not fulfilled

their duty if they did not express to you the painful sentiments
which agitate the labourers and convey to you the echo of their
touching complaints.

They have seen the machinery taken from their factories, the
most diverse kinds of raw materials being requisitioned, the accumu-
lation of obstacles to prevent the resumption of regular work, the
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BELGIUM
set side by side in the light of their bright contrast, the
two systems that are grappling in the world to-day. The
diMppeannce, one by one, of evtry pablie liberty of which they
were so prond.

For more Uua two years the laboaring clui, more than any
other, ha* been forced to undergo the moet bitter triali, experiencing
misery and often hunger; while their children far away fight and
die the parenU can never conrqr to them the affection with which
their hearts are overflowing.

Our labouring claM has endured everything with the utmost
cahn and with the most impressive dignity, ignoring ito sufferings
and heavy trials, sacrificing everything to its ideal of liberty and
independence. But now the measures which have been announced
win make the population drink the last dregs of the cup of human
sorrow; the proletariat, the poor upon whom unemployment has been
forced, citisens of a modem state, are to be condemned to forced
labour without havii^g violated any regulation or order.

In the name of the families of workmen among which the most
painful anxiety reigns at present, whose mothers, whose fiances
and whose little children are destined to shed so m^ny more tears,

we beg Your Excellency to prevent the carrying out of this painful
enterprise, contrary to international law, contrary to the dignity of
the working classes, contrary to everything that makes for worth
and greatness in human nature.

We beg Your Excellency to pardon our emotion and we offer Him
the homage of our distinguished consideration.

(Signed by the members of the National Committee
and of the Commission Syndicate de la Belgique.)

A Son Ezckllkncb Monsixuh le Babon voh Bissimo,
Gouvemenr Oiainl en Belgique,

Bruxelles.

RiroNSB DC GovTUMxuR GiNinAL toh Bissino:

Bruxelles, le 8 novembre, 1916.
A LA CoMlflUION STITDICALK, BruxkLUS:
En r^ponse k votre lettre du 80 octobre 1916, par laqueUe vous

me pries de renoncer au transport des cbdmeurs en Allemagne, je
vous fais part qu'U ne pent Stre dotmi suite k votre demande.
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Governor-General'. view, were published in Belgium.
but those of his opponents and victims were not. though

onfr'V' ^^^'f"
'• guerre une gr.nde p.rtle de. ouv,l«, Wge.ont .b.„donn< le tr.v.ll. L. r.i«.„ en e.t. d'nne part, l'.rr«t^Ino»breu.e. entrepr,^. .ndu.trlelle., p.r .ulte do »«,« d^^.!

;'rTrr.irr ^' ''•""""•*"'« ^^ ''^^^^^^^

.^at'J^Lt'"^' ''I"**'
"*"•""" ~"""""» * *""'«' <»«• «>»-

r.l tr^i .""*" 1' ~°""' •d-'ni'tr.teur du territoire occup*.
J .1 pour devoir. conforn.<„ent «„ prf^dpe du droit de. ge»,.Vjprendre let meiurea ad«quatea.

cM qui . vlennent. eon.tltuent en fine de ccmpte one charge pour

mint il !
'^*' '*'" '" "'"^""' •••"'otadriMent phyique-ment et mo,.len,ent, qu'on p-rtleuller le. ouvrler. in.trult. ird^^

eur. alent. et leur ..volr-falre et qu'll. .eront .u,.Jel^„t
tlllMble. lor^ue le temp, de p.lx «„ venu pour I'lndurtrie beige.

tJT 'l^l ^Lr ""'"^•' '"''''"* *** P""' -^^ '• «>"«boM-

^t^^li^" w*"
~"'^"'.*' " "^* '»"' •»" ordonnanee,

cont« loWret^, qui furent complftfe. p., I'ordonnance du la mai

Ce. arr««. ne pr^volent le travail fore* q„e lomqu'un «n..travail,
i
q«^

un jalalre eonforUble a €tl offert en rapport avec .e, capaeS

tombe A 1. eharge de la bienfaisanee publique. Sera rcJoL ex^
pre..<n,ent comme motif de refu. WgiUme celui qui .e ba«5 .ur le
dro.t de. gen.. Ain.i aucun tr.vaiUeur ne peut4tre forc6 4 par-

tT' M" f"^""" ^' «"""• ^' ordonnance, repoaentVur

doL kI'JI
"' "'r '' •""''°™" •" •*"" ^-^ ••« -ncun

c2'tiW«
"* '' "'"'*' '•' ^''~"^**- •- ^«'«*- «J« 1-

II .'.git, apri. que le. situation, cxi.tant d6j4 en 1915 nou. ontmen& depui. ce temp.-14 i une calamity publique, de donner .im-plement une interpretation plus efficacc k cctte ordonnance
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BELGIUM

they found their way at last into the freer and more
luminous world outride. There were other protests, too,

Dana ce bat, lei liitei nominatirea de* chAmean dolTent Ctn

donn^ par le boorgmeatre. Anx chAmeura qui lont inscriti sur cei

liftea, on offre, dana dea r^unlona de pi^aentation, du travail moyen-

nant nn bon aalaite, et il eat vrai, comme daaa le domaine du

Gouvemement gtmitml il 11*7 a qu'uae quantity reatrrinte de cMkneurs

qui puiaae Itre utilia^, qae ce travail doit Mre accompli en AUe-

magne.

Lea cbAmenra qui n'acceptent paa le travail qui lenr eat offert

dana cea r^oniopa de presentation aont conduita de force en Alle-

magne. Ila resolvent auaai n^anmoina un aalaire, maia moindre que

celui de cenx qui ae aont laiaa^ enrdler cooume travaiUeura librea.

J'eapirc qne I'oa ne devra faire application de cea meaurea que

dana dea caa exccptionnela. Une grande partie du aimple peuple

a, dana aon intelligence aaine, juatement compria cette affatre, ct

c'eat par diaainea de milliera que dea ouvriera belgea ae aont rendus

dijk en Allemagne, oik, plac^ aur le ni£me pied que lea ouvrien

allemanda, ila ont m^rit^ dea aalairea plna ilevta qne ecus qu'ils

avaient jamaia connua en Belgique et oik, contrairement k lean com-

pagnona demeur^a en Belgique dana la mia^, enx et lenra families

ont efficacement repria le deaaua.

Voua devrea avouer, apria d£taila, que, grice au tranaport des

chdmeura belgea en Allemagne, lea int£r£ta ^conomlqoea de la

Belgique aont entiirement aauvegard6a.

Loraque voua inatmiaea de cette maniire lea aana-travail, voua leur

rend^a un meilleur aervice que quand voua lea amenea k refuser de

travailler et quand voua obligea par Ik lea autorit^ allemandes k

prendre des meaurea sivirea.

S'il faut user de duret^ lors de I'enlivement et aussi si des tra-

vailleurs occup^ sont enlev6s, la faute en incombe aux bourgmestres

qui se sont refus^ k remettre les listes des chdmeurs, ou dont les

liatea 6taient incomplitea.

Le Gouvemeur gto^ral,

(Signi) Baron ton Bissino,

Generaloberst
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(TraaiUtioa:)

Dm Oinihal OotrmMimiiT
IM BiLouN Bnusda, Norember 8, 1916.

To THi CoMMiHioN Of Labodk Uniomi:
In reply to your communication of October 80, 1916, in which

jon beg me to refrain from the deportation of the unemployed to

Germany, I inform yon that I am unable to grant your request.

Since the brginning of the war a large number of Belgian work-
men have been unemployed. The reaioni for this are, on the one
hand, the inactivity of many industrial plants b^ause of the lack

of raw materials which the enemy's policy of Isolation has brought
about, and, on the other hand, a disinclination to work.

The long duration of this state of affairs has begun to manifest
serious consequences, and as Governor of the occupied territory I

am in duty bound, in virtue of the principles of international law,

to take the necessary measures to prevent these consequences.

As early as the spring of igia far-seeing Belgians pointed out

to me the dangers of unemployment and of the disinclination to

work. They dwelt particularly upon the fact that charitable aid,

no matter what its source, would in the end be harmful to the

political economy of Belgium, and that it would induce idleness.

The consequence of this state of affairs is that the workmen depre-

ciate morally and physically; particularly qualified workmen will

lose their capability and their dexterity, and also, when peace comes,

win be incapable of working for Belgian industries.

In accordance with this idea, and in collaboration with the com-
petent Belgian ministries, my notices against this antagonism to

work were posted in August, 1913, and were afterward supple-

mented by the regulations of May 15, 1916.

These regulations did not provide forced labour except in case

the unemployed labourer should refuse, without sufficient cause, to

do work suited to his capacity and to be remunerated by a proper

sakry, his support, in consequence, falling upon the public charities.

Any rule contrary to international law is expressly recognised

as forming a basis for justified refusal. Thus no workman can be
obliged to take part tn military operationt. These ordinances rest
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BELGIUM
• hl^ legal eoatidcraliom, which praperl/ place the latereaU of
the eenaoiiwealth above thoM of indiridual llbertj.

It ia amr a qtmUon Mlely of the eOcacioaa appiieatloa of thcee
«>»dlii«icei, after the anomaly which alreadjr esiated in I91S had
beea ebaaged, in the coune of time, into a pnblle calamity.
Fof thia porpoac liito of namea of oaemployed are demanded

of the mayors. When the men are aaaembled to be presented to the
aotborltics, weU-paid employment is ofered to the unemployed
whose names arc on the lists; it is true that this work most be per-
formed in Germany becaose in the territory of the Oeneral-Oov-
emmcnt only a limited number of unemployed can be used.
The unemployed who do not accept the work offered them at these

meetings for registry are taken by force to Germany. They also
receire a salary there, but less than that given to those who remit
tbcmselvea to be enrolled as free workmen.

I hope that these measures will not have to be applied except in
unusual cases. A large part of the ordinary population has, through
ita good sense, perfectly understood the condiUons of affairs, and
Belgian workmen by tens of thousands have already gone to Ger-
many, where, placed on the same footing as the German work-
men, they earn salaries higher than those they ever knew in Belgium,
Md where, instead of dying in misery like their comrades who
remain in Belgium, they raise their economic situation as well as
that of their families.

In view ot these explanations you wUl readily understand that
by transporting unemployed Belgians to Germany the economic
interests of Belgium remain entirely safeguarded. The unemployed
are not placed in sUrvaUon and misery, as you sUte in your peti-
tion, but they receive a salary more than suiBdent, which permiU
them elBcaciously to assist their families who have stayM at home.
By explaining to the unemployed this true situation you would

render them a greater service than if you induced them to refu«e
to work, and thus obliged the German authorities to adopt severe
measures.

The Governor-General,

(Signed) Von Bissino,

General en Chef.
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Bipu«irt Bu SrnDicATi SociAiitna it iNDiraNDANn av

BruiellM, le U noveabrc, 1916.A Bow ExCILLIirCB MONMICR U BAaoN TOM BiMINO,
OottTernenr gtninl d« Bclgiqoe.

EiciLtanca:

Lm ecf^UlNi et lei repr^wnUnU dn ,jjtdk»U •oeiallitea et
iiMttpeiiduiU oot prii coniulMwice, .ree unc dfcepUon ptoJb:
de U r^poDM qae rooa aTu bien roulu donner k leur iaviUUon daM octobre, coDeenMnt la d^porUUon d'ourrien en Allemorc, «t
ceil sa nom de la cl^m ouvriire unie et conideBte qt. nou-
ritquon. un dernier efoH, pour empfcher l.ttentat mu vrou-yert
fAit A M liberty, k MS lentimenU et i m dignity.
Vmu amu ditet que de nombreusea oaines aont arrCt^ u auitr

do manque de maUiret premieres provenant du Uocna dc '
. nnemi

Permettea-noua, Excellence, de voui rappeler que lea AlJi^ art
elairement fait eonnaltre leur intention de permettre rimportation
en Belgiqne dea matiirei premi^rea n^ceaaairea k notre Induatri".
k U condition tonte naturelle que Ion ne ferait plua d'autrea r«quiii-
Uona que cellea qui aont confomea k larUde S9 dea Conrentiona de
La Haye, ceat-A-dlro n^iiairea "pour lea beaoina de I'ami^
d'ocenpaUon," et qu'nne eommiaaion intemaUonal, la C. H. B. (Com-
mlaaion du ravitaUlement beige), auralt le droit de eontrUer la
deatination dea prodnita fabriqu^.
Au lieu de conaenUr k un pareil accord, noua arona m enlerer

iyatematiquement par le ponvoir occupant: lea machinea-ontUa, lea
toura, foreuaea et raboteuaea. macbinea motricea et lea matitrea pre-
mi*rea: m^taux, cuira, lainea, cotona, hnilea; noua avona tu i«quiai-
Oonner lea prodnita fabriquia, limiter la production et augmenter
•ana eeaae lea difficult^, pour le trafic commercial. Quand lea com-
munea et lea comit^ ont voulu occuper lea chdmeura k dea trarauz
d'utUit* publique, toutea aortea d'obataclea leur ont M oppoa^ et
finalement, en bien dea cas, leur initiatiTc a M entravfe et briate.
En un mot, au fur et k meaure que lea plua infatigablea efforta
etaient faiU pour occuper le plua de braa poaaible, on cr6a aana
eeaae de nouveauz chdmeura.

Voua noua ditea ^galement que le chAmage provient du mauvala
voulolr. Tout le paaa^ de notre claaae ouvrl^re ae dreaae avec U
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BELGIUM
ploi graode &iergie centre cette inculpation. Oh eat, dana le nionde
entier, la clasae ouvriire qui a fait d'un ai petit pays, une ai grande
puissance commerciale et industrielle? Et nous qui, depuis vingt-
cinq ans, avona M les ttooins enthousiastes des efforts admirables
accomplis par nos compagnons de travail, en vne de leur am^iora-
tion morale et mat^rielle, nous affirmons avec insistance que ce n'est
pas dans leurs range que Ton trouvera des fitres asses bas pour
pr6f*rer I'aumdne d'un secours k peine suffisant pour se nonrrir, k
un salaire honn^tement gagni par un travail libre et f£cond.

La virM est que les onvriers beiges, d'accord avec le mdme article

de la Convention de La Haye, leqncl ne pr^voit des requisitions de
main-d'oeuvre que "pour les besoins de Tann^ d'occupation" et

dans le cas "oh elles n'entrainent pas I'obligation de participer aux
operations de guerre centre leur patrie," ent d6clin6 epiniAtr6ment
les offres les plus s^duisantes parce qu'ils ne veulaient pas travailler

aux tranch^es, ni k la restauration des forts, ni dans les usines qui

produisent du mat&riel destine k I'armee. Ceci ^tait leur droit et

c'etait leur devoir. Leur attitude mirite le respect et non pas la

plus humiliante des peines.

Vous invoqnes vos arrdt^s du 15 aoiit 1915 et du 15 mai 1916, qui
pr^voient des peines k regard des ouvriers assistis qui refuseraient

un travail "correspondant k leurs capacit^s," qui leur serait effort

centre "un salaire convenable." Ceux qui savent avec quel soin et

avec quelle exactitude meticuleuae les conditions que doivent remplir
les ouvriers pour avoir droit k des subsides sent redig^es et con-

tr616es, seront peut-Mre d'avia que ces menaces ^talent pour le moins
inutiles. Mais, cemme vous dites, ces ordennancea m^ea atipulent

dans leur article 8 que "toute raison metivant le refus de travailler

sera admissible si elle est accept^e par le droit des gens."
Pour ces cas de refus, Tantorite se r6servait de transferer les

recalcitrants devant les tribunaux beiges et plus tard devant des
conseils de guerre. II est, par consequent, certain que les chd-
meurs ont le droit de refuser le travail pour I'un on I'autre -motif

approuv6 par le droit des gens. Et on a bean dire qu'il ne s'agit

pas ici de contraindre I'ouvrier k participer k des entreprises de
guerre, il n'est, faeias ! que trop clair que cbaque Beige d^porte en
Allemagne va y prendre la place d'un homme qui, demain, ira
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renforcer In rangs de I'ann^ ennemie. Nous voudrions par con-
i^uent savoir. Excellence, si ces tribunaux fonctionnent.

Vous appr^hendes que le chdmage persistant ne diminue materi-
ellement et moralement la valeur des ouvriers. Nous qui les con-
naissons, nous avons plus de confiance en eux; nous les avons vus
souffrir avec une fermetj qui ne caract^rise que les ames fijtres

et 61ev£cs. N'est-ce pas de leur milieu qu'est partie la belle idee
d'organiser, dans tout le pays, un r^eau £tendu d'oeuvres d'enseigne-
ment pour les chomeurs, afin de d6velopper leurs connaissances
techniques et pour relcver le niveau de leurs capacit^s profession-
nelles? Le Comity national ne fut, h^las! pas autoris^ k lancer
cette grandiose entreprise. Pense-t-on que ce sera par un travail

forc6, execute la mort au coeur, k la mani^re des esclaves, que nos
frires conserveront leur ^ergie mat^rielle et morale?
Vous apprehendes ^galement que "Its secours, d'ou qu'ils viennent,

ne pisent en fin de compte sur I'economie nationale beige." Nous
avons de la peine k croire que des Beiges aient, eu, comme vous
nous le communiques, le triste courage de reprocber d'une telle

fa5on I'apre morceau de pain et le pen de soupe dont beaucoup
de families d 'ouvriers vivent depuis des mois. Au reste, que repr6-
sente la dousaine de millions de francs que re^oivent chaque mois
cinq k six cent mille chomeurs en comparaison des destructions in-

nombrables de biens et de vies humaines qu'ont cofitees et que coft-

tent encore k notre pays les horreurs de la guerre, une guerre dont
il n'est pas le moins du monde responsable? Avec la foi la plus
in^branlable dans notre destin^e future, nous, les premiers int6-

ress^s, Savons qu'A cet ^gard la Flandre et la Wallonie se dresseront
glorieusement devant I'histoire.

Excellence,

Notre coeur et notre raison se refusent done k croire que ce
soit pour le bien de notre classe, et en vue depargner un d^sastre de
plus k notre pays, que des milliers d'ouvriers ont 6t6 enlevds brusque-
ment k leurs families et sont dcportds en Allemagne. L'opinion
publiqne ne s'est pas trompee, et, comme un 6cho des plaintes

douloureuses des victimes, retentissent les protestations indign^es
de la population unanime, esprimees par ses mandataires, par ses

magistrals communaux, par ses assemblees legislatives, qui sont
I'incarnation la plus dlevee du droit dans notre pays.
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BELGIUM

I

En outre, la fafon arbitraire et bratale avec laqaeUe on procMe
dan. rexecution de cet tristea merarea a fait disparattre tout doute
au aujet da but vlU: il a'agit avant tout de procurer de U main-
d'oeuvre k I'AlIeniagne, k son propre profit et pour la r6naaite de ses
armea.

Alors qu'A Anvcrs on ne choiiit que parmi let jeunea gena Mumis
au contrfile, ig^s de dix-sept k trente et na ana, dana le Borinage
on a appeW toua le. hommea 4e dix-aept k cinquante ana, dana le
Brabant wallon tow lea bomnea de plua de dix-aept ans
aua faire de diatirction entre chdmeura et Bon-chdmeura. On
a pria des gena de tootea profeasiona et de tontea coiriitiona; des
boulangerj, par example, qui n'ont jamaia ceas£ de travaiUer dans
noa cooperatives du Borinage, dea m^caniciena qui ont toujonrs
travailie, dea agriculteura, dea commervanta. ... A Leaainea, le

6 de ce moia, ilOO personnea oat ^t^ diportfea, tons lea ouvr'iers
juaqu'A I'lge de cinqaante ana ! On cite divera caa de vieillarda qui
aont exiKa de force avec cinq ou aix de leura fila

!

Des scenes d^^rantes oat lieu partout; les malheurenx, raasem-
bl^ sur lea placea publiquca, font I'objet d*une rapide a6Iection; iJs

ontM invUia k se manir d'm l€get bagage; ila aont enaatte conduits
k la gare et charg^ dans des wagona k bestiaux; ila ne peuvent pas
dire on dernier adieu k leur famiUe et n'ont paa le moindre temps
pou.- mettre de I'ordre dana Icnra affairea, pas m£me dana lea plus
urgentea; ils ne aavent paa oil ila vont, ni pour quel travaU, ni pour
combien de tempa. D6port^ k I'approche de I'hiver, aprte deux
ann^ea de privationa n'ay«nt plus de reaaourcea, ila n'ont paa le
moyen de se pourvoir de vetements chaude ni des chauaaurea indis-
penaables. QneUea privationa auront-ila k aubir? Comment
virront-ils U-baa? Comment en reviendront-ila ? MjaAie et
anxi^t* qui font aana ceaae veraer des larmea aux m^rea et auz petits
enfants. L'oppression et I'angoisse rignent dana lea families.

Excellence, ne restea paa inaenaible k ces aouffrancea et k ce»
larmes! Ne laiasea pas aouiller notre paas^ de liberty et d'inde-
pendance

!
Ne laiaaea paa violer lea droiU de I'homme en ee quils

ont de plus aacr*! Ne laiaaea paa fouler aux pieda la dignit6 de
I'ouvrier que notre claase a travaill* k conqu^rir pendant tant de
slides!

C'est au droit et a I'humanitj que nous faisona appel, aolennelle-
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ment, arec le vif eapoir d'etre dcont^, car, nous en sornmea pio-
fondiment convaincus, par notre voix, c'eat la grande voix de la
elaue oavrihn du monde entier qui, en ce moment tragique, clame
sa doulenr et ses protestationa.

Agr^s, Excellence, I'aararance de notre plna profond respect
(Sulvent lea aignatnrea dea membrea da Comiti naUonal de la

Commiaaion ayndicale.)

(Tranalation:)

CoMKiaaioN Stnoicalb

D« LA BKLOI9CK. Brussela, November 14, 1916.
To Hia ExcELLiNCT Bakon von BiiaiNo,

Governor-General in Belgium.

ExciLLKNcr:

The aecretariea and the repreaentativea of the aocialistic and
independent labour uniona of Belgium have, with the most painful
diaappointment, taken cognisance of the answer that you were good
enough to make to their petition of October 80, concerning the
deportaUon of labonrera to Germany, and it ia in the name of the
working claaaea as a united whole that we make a final effort to
prevent the conaummation of an act without precedent againat its
liberty, ita aentimenta and ita dignity.

You aay that many induatrial worka have been closed on account
of the lack of raw materials which the enemy's policy of isolation
has brought about Permit ua, ExceUency, to recall to your mind
the fact that the Allied Powera manifeated very clearly their will-
ingr-aa to aUow the imporUtion into Belgium of raw materiala
required by our indnatriea, provided—and it ia a very natural pro-
viaion—that no requiaiUona be made except those menUoned in
Article S» of The Hague Convention, that is to say, those necessary
to the "occupying army," and that an international commission, the
Commiaaion for Relief in Belgium, have the right to aupervise the
destination of the manufactured products.

Instead of agreeing to such a proposal, we have seen the occupy-
ing authoriUea ayatematically remove the machinery, implcmenta,
machinea of all kinda, engines and raw materials, meUls, leather,
wood. Unit the production and continually aggravate the difficul-
tiea of the tranaacUona. When the districts and the committee.
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BELGIUM
bme attempted to employ workmea witliODt work in public im-
provements, so many obttacles were thrown in their way that in

many cases their initiative was checked and broken. In a word,
as fast as the most tireless efforts were strained to employ the
greatest number possible, other men were thrown out of work.
You state also that unemployment is caused by the labourers'

hostility to work. The whole past of our working class protests
against this accusation with all the energy that is left in them.
Where is there to be found in the whole world a working class

that has made of such a small country such a large industrial and
commercial power? And we, who for tlie last twenty-five years
have been the enthusiastic witnesses of the magnificent efforts of
our brother-workmen regarding their material and moral better-
ment, we proudly affirm that it is not among their ranks that one
can find men so debased that they prefer to receive charitable
assistance, which barely furnishes them with sufficient food, to an
honest salary given in remuneration for a free and profitable work.

It is true, however, that the Belgian workmen, conforming to the
same Article 52 of The Hague Convention, which admita requisition
of labour only "for the needs of the army of occupation and pro-
vided these requisitions do not imply an obligation to take part
in the war against their country," have refused the most tempting
offers, not wishing to build trenches or to repair forte, or to work
in factories manufactoring war materials. This was their right
and their duty. Their attitude deserves respect and not the most
humiliating of punishmente.

Yon refer to your decrees of August, 1915, and of May IS,
1916, mentioning possible punishment for workmen receiving sup-
port who refuse work suited to their capacities and reconqiensed by
a proper salary. Those who know with what care the omditions
have been established under which the unemployed have the right
to receive assistance wiU find that these menaces are, to say the
least, useless. But as yon yourself declare, these decrees provide
in their Article 8 that every motive for refusal to work will be con-
sidered valid if it is admitted by international law.

In the cases of refusal the German authorities reserved the right
to cause these recalcitrants to appear before Belgian tribunals, and
later before mUitary tribunals. It is therefore certain that the
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nnemplojed hare the right to refuse to work for any reason approved
by international law. Summoned before the tribunal, they hare the
right to employ defense and to use their reasons of refusal. It is

well enough to say that it is not a question of obliging the work-
men to participate in military enterprises; it is only too apparent
that every Belgian deported to Germany will take the place there
of a man who to-morrow will go to reinforce the ranks of the enemy.
We should like to know. Excellency, whether these tribunals carry
on their functions.

You fear that coistinued unemployment depreciates At physical
and moral states of the woriimen. We who know them have mare
confidence in them. We have seen them suffer with a stoicism that
does not exist but in proud and lofty souls. Did not the splendid
idea of organising throughout the entire country a vast chain of
educational schools for the unemployed in order to develop their
technical knowledge and to increase their professional value, eome
from them ? The Comite National wm not, alas ! allowed to attempt
this magnificent enterprise. Is it the opinion, then, that through
forced labour our unhappy brothers, like slaves, will keep up their
physical and moral energy?

You fear also that the assiatance that they receive will at last
weigh down the Belgian national eecaHmic life. It is with difficulty

that we can believe that Belgians, as yon inform us, have had the
sad courage to begrudge in that form the bitter piece of bread and
the bit of soup which have £m so many months formed the subsist-
ence of so many working families; and, after all, what do the twelve
millions amount to that each month are distributed among six hun-
dred thousand unemployed, in comparison to the destruction of
goods and lives without number, which has been and is still being
brought to our country, as a result of the horrors of a war for which
it has not the slightest responsibility? With the most energetic
faith in our destinies, we, the most closely interested, know that in
the near future Flanders and Wallonic will rise again, glorious, in
history.

Excellency, our heart and our reason refuse to believe that it is

for the good of our class, and in order to avoid an additional
calamity to our country, that thousands of workers are harshly lorn
from their families and transported to Germany. Public sentiment
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BELGIUM
hu not been deceived, and to the onhappjr complaintt of tbe vtetima
re added proteata from the entire populaUon, aa expreaaed hj iu
represenUtivea, ito commonal magiitratei, and thoae peraona who
constitute the higheat incarnation of law in oar country.

Fnrthermore, the arbitrary and bmtal manner employed in the
execution of theae unhappy meainrea baa raiaed all kinda of doubts
as to the object in view. The question above all is to obtain worli-
men in Germany for Germany's profit and for the aooceaa of her
arms.

While at Antwerp they did not take any young men from the
ages of seventeen to thirty-one who were under the regime of con-
trol; in the Borinage they call all the men of seventeen to fifty
years of age; in Walloon Brabant, all men over seventeen years,
making no distinction between employed and unemployed. Men of
all professions and of all conditions have been taken—bakers, who
have never ceased to work in our co-operaUvea in the Borinage, for
example, mechanics who always had employment, agricultural work-
men, merchanto ... at Lessines on the 6th instant 8100 persons
were taken away, all workmen under aixty yeara of age. Several
cases are recorded where old men with five or six sons have been
taken thus by force to be exiled.

Distressing scenes occur everywhere. The unhappy onea grouped
together in the public squares are quickly divided. They are
directed to take with them a small amount of baggage; they are
taken at once to the railway-statfon and loaded into the cattle-cars.
They are not aUowed to say good-bye to their families. No oppor-
tunity is given them to put their affaira in order; even the most
pressing matters must be left They do aiot know where they are
going, nor for what work, nor for how long. They are taken away
at the beginning of the winter, after two yeara of privations, hav-
ing no further resources and no means to provide themselves with
warm clothing, nor even with the indispensable. What privations
are they going to endure? How long will tiiey live there? In what
atate wiU they return? Thia ignorance and anxiety are th» cause
of the ceaseless tears of the mothers and small children. Diatress
and despair reign in all homes.

Heed these tears and tiiese sobs. Excellency. Do not permit our
free and inUct paat to go to ruin. Do not permit human' right to
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to which the Governor-General did not reply, that of the
second of November, signed by the Senators and Depu-
ties of the district of Mons » that of the ninth of Novem-

be TioUted in iU holy of hoUea. Do not perait the dignity of
our working duaea, which has been acquired after ao many fentu-
riea of elTort, to be trampled under foot
We aolemnly appeal to law and to humanity, with the hope of

being heard, for we have the profound conviction that our voice
at this tragic hour ia the great voice of the working claaa of the
entire dviliied world, which ezpreases ite sorrow and its protest.
Accept, Excellency, the homage of our most distinguished

consideration.

(Here follow the signatures of the members of the Comit6 Na-
tional and of the Commission Syndicale.)
(We transmit this letter, together with previous correspondence,

to the Ministers and representaUves of foreign powers at Brussels,
as weU as to our comrades of the Commission Syndicale des Syndi-
caU ia Holland.)

'

• P«OT«STATIOK DIS SiNATKVRS ET RxPRisKNTANTS N
l'Akbondisskisknt de Mons.

Mons, le S novembre, 1916.
A SoM EzciLUNcn lb GiiriaAL ton Bissino,
Gonvemeur g^ral de Belgique,

Bruzellea.

Ezcxllkncb:

D6put68 et s^ateurs de I'arrondissement de Mons, nous avona
pour devoir de protester 6nergiquement contre les levees dhommes
valides auzqueUes l'autorit6 militaire procMe en ce moment dans
notre r6gion, et de porter k votre connaissance la juste reprobation
qu'elles soul^vent

Le3 faits se passent de la maniire suivante:
Dea placarda ordonnent aux citoyens ages de dix-sept ans et plus

de se rendre tel jour, k telle heure, en un Ueu d&igne, sous me»«5e.
en cas de d6sob6issance, des peines les plus s^vires, ou bien, disent
certaines affiches, sous peine, pour le contrevenant, dStre didati
chdmenr.
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BELGIUM
Let homines ruMmbl^ font parqu^ en pintienn groapet.

Un premier trUgc ^limine pliuieurs csUgoriei: prttrei, mideeini,

profetcenra, vieilUrd*, infirmea, etc.

Apr^ quoi U selection a'op^re.

Tons ceux que lei recruteura choUiMent sont mil k part et dirig^s,

oui bonne escorte, vers Is gare oii on train les attend. Lea autrcs

•ont renvoy^s dans leurs foyers.

Nons ne savons suivant quelle rigle le choiz se fait: on enrdle lei

ch6meurs, mais aussi beaucoup d'autrea personnes qui n'ont jamais

ch6m6 et appartenant auz professions les plus diverses: bouchera,

boulangers, patrons, tailleurs, ouvriers brassenrs, 61ectriciens, culti-

vateurs; on prend aussi de tout jeunes gens iltven d'ath^n^s,

d'universit^ ct autres ^coles sup^rieures, et, d'autre part, dea chefs

de famille d'un certain age, ayant charge de nombretfx enfanta.

Les procMes de recrutement sont divers: parfoia I'officier recni-

teur se base sur les listes de population, parfois il exige la produc-

tion de la carte d'identit^. II lui arrive aussi de s'efforcer d'obtenir

le consentement des personnes convoqu^s. Quelques engagements

ont 6i6 souscrits, sur lesquels il est stipul£ que la dur6e est fixee

k quatre mois, le salaire k 5 marks, le logement choisi par I'au-

torit6 allemande et que le voyage sera gratuit k Taller, le lieu de

destination resle ind£termin6. Le plus souvent, les signatures sont

donnas sous I'empire de la crainte ou sous I'effet de la promesse de

quelques jours de r^it avant k d^art.

Les hommes enroles par contrainte partent sans que leur famill*'

aache vers quel pays ni po«r combien de temps. Au d^but, ils se

prisentaient s^s vivres, sana linge ni vdlenMnta de rechange, ne

aachant pas le sort qui les attendait.

C'est un spectacle douloureux que celni de b separation inopinee

et brutale des membres d'one famille, sana eammunication, sans

adieu!

Le chagrin, I'anxi^ et I'indignatkm out envahi biea dea foyers.

Cette deportation est la pire des prinea. Elle r^olte le sentiment

le plus fier et le plus profond de notre race, I'dmoor de la liberti,

de la liberte do travail surtout et I'attacheBsent an sol natal.

L'aubirite militaire a diclati, k plusicurs reprises, que si elle

procedait a partil enrolement, c'est parce qoe les bourgmestres ont
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refoj^ de iialgntr eax-mCmei lea chAmenn de lean commnan.
Faut-U d^fendre lea bourgmettrea de ce reproche?
Nona raOnnona fermement: 11 n'eat paa juatifi^. Tona lea

bonrgmeatrea ont fait aOcher I'ordre de I'autorit^ qui reqaiert lea
chdmeura de ae faire Inacrire aur lea regiatrea tenua par I'Adminia-
traUon commaiMle. En ae confonnant k cette injunction, lea bourg-
meatrea ont fait tout ce qu'ila devaient; ila ne pouvaient rien faire
de ploa, lea loia de notre paya ne leur permettant pas, en effet, de
•'introduire chea lea partlcaliera et de ae livrer k dea recherchea aur
leur iUt social: le Beige eat mattre chea lui et ne doit compte k
peraonne de aea conditiona d'existence.

Le bonrgmeatre qoi ae aerait permis de dresser lul-m«me la liste

des chAmeurs et I'anralt llvr^e k l"autorit< militaire, ae serait attir6

la malMiction publique. En agissant ainsi, il se aerait aasoci^ an
coup de force qui va contraindre un grand nombre de uos con-
citoyena k se rendre en All<nnagne pour effectuer le travail le plua
rebutant et le plua odienz, celui dont I'effet se toume contre la
patrie.

Sana donte. on a dit que lea travailleura ne seraient embauch^a que
pour les entrepriaea ^trang^res k la guerre; mala que vaut pareille
explication f

En prenant la place d'un ouvrier allemand, I'ouvrier beige permet
de remplir un vide dana rami6e allemande.

Travailler pour I'Allemagne, c'est se battre contre la patrie.

Anaai I'instinct public ne s'y est pas tronip6: il a r^sist^ aux appels
les plus pressants et aux promesses les plus all^chantes affich6es sur
DOS mnrs. Tria rare* aont ceux que I'appat de gros salaires a attir6a

en Allemagne.

La presse a taz£ notre population ouvriire de fain^antise: c'est

la calomnier.

Lea Beiges ne aont paa des paresseux, mais lis aiment leur paya
et ila ont conscience des devoirs sacr^s que la guerre leur impose.
Nnl homme d'honneur ne peut les blamer de leur resistance.

Nona avone tenu. Excellence, k vous exposer ces faits afin que
vons puissies employer votre haute autorit^ k mettre un terme k
une violation flagrante du droit des gens.

Quant 4 nous, nous eussions manque k nos devoirs de mandatairea
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BELGIUM
p«bllM li BOM n'ttrkma fait entendre k Toii de aotft

dani on monent anui grave et aoasi doakwrcax.
Agrfea, Bieellcaee, rezpreuioa de notre conaidtetioa k pka

diattafofo.

(Omt tigiU:)

Shuttun:
Moaaelman, Roknd, Vieorote Vilaln XIIII, Dntrbe.

Alph. Hannignlr, Maaaon, Baatlea, MttoUle, Brenei,
Senrala.

(Tranaktimi:)

To HU EZCBLUNCT OlNUUI, TOH BiiMir^

Oovemor-General in Belgium, ,
Bmaaek.

Ezcillbnct:

We, the depntiea and lenators of the dlatrtet of Mona, feel it

oar duty to protest vigoronily against the impresament of able-

bodied men which is being carried oat in oar region at thia moment
by the German military aathorities, and to bring to jvas attwition

the jnst reproach which it deserres.

The eventa occur aa follows:

Posters direct citisens over seventeen years of age to present

themselves on a certain day at a certain hour and place, under
penalty of severe punishment for disobedience, or as certain posters

deckre, under penalty of being considered unemployed.
The men aaaembled are grouped in several divisions.

A preliminary division eliminates a number of dasset—priests,
doctors, professors, old men, sick, etc.

Thereupon the selection takes place.

All those who are chosen are placed at one side and led under
strong guard to the station, where a train awaita them. The others
are liberated. We dft not know what rules are followed in making
the choice; unemployed men are taken, but also many others who
have never been without w r( , in various professions: butchers,
bakers, master tailors, brewe:<i electricians, farmers; very young
people are taken as well, high school students, university studenU
and those attending other higher schools; and, on the other hand,
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hMd. Of foUliM .IfMdy pMt aiddk .«• who Uv« Nrtnl chil-
droi to Mra for.

Th«««nerofmnilttatT«te.. S<«rttai« the ««n,JU„g oflber
•tepwdi BpM the .IM of the population. Miiiietiinei he require* thepewoM to thow their idenUflction^rd.; be sometiiDe. trie, to
f>ia the eoMcat of the perMo nmunoiied. Some eontrecto have
been aigned where it la aUpuktod that the duration of time la
limited to four month., the wagea at five mark., the lodging. cho.en
by the German authoritle.. and the traniportotion free, going and
coming; the point of deetination la not determined.
More often the .ignature. are obtoined hj intimidation or a. the

lewU of a promlM of .everd day.' delay before being Knt away.
The men enrolled by force leave without the knowledge of their

familie. a. to where they are going and for how long. At fir.t
they preaeat tbenuehe. without provieion.. linen or estra clothing
ignorant of the fate awaiUng them.

It I. a Md qiectoele. the unexpected and bmtol MparaUon of
member, of a family without a word, without Mying good-by.
Sorrow, anxiety and indignation have filled many, many home..

Thi. deportoUon ia the woret of punl.hmente. It revolu the proud-
e«t and mo.t deeply felt wntimento of our race, the love of Uberty
particolarly of the freedom of work and the attechment to the land
of birth.

The militery autboriUe. have declared on Kveral occa.ion. that
ioch enroUaent. were made only becanw the mayor. refu.ed to
potat out themMlve. thoM who were unemployed in their commune..

I. it neceuary to defend the mayor. again.t .uch an accueaUon?
We rtate firmly that it i. not jurtified. All the mayor, have

eauMd to be poeted the order, of the authoritle. requiring the unem-
ployed to regirter in the book, in the poMe..ion of the communal
«hninirtration. In obeying that order the mayor, have done every-
thing that they .bould have done; they could not have done more.
A« a matter of fact the Uw. of our country do not permit them
to enter the home, of private individnaU aq^ to proceed to make
inve.tigation. m to tbdr Mdal .tetu.; the Belgian ii hi. own m..ter
In hi. home, and he owe. it to no one to account for hi. mode of
cxirtence.

Any mayor who would have gone m far aa to make a lirt of the
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BELGIUM
unemployed and to hand it to the military authorities would have

called down upon himself the curses of his people. In so doing

he would have taken part in a measure of force which i^ going

to compel a large number of oar fellow-citisens to go to Germany
to carry out most repulsive and most odious wcrk—^work the results

of which are to be used against the native land.

It is invariably said that the workers will not be employed except

on projects that are not of a military nature. But what is such

an explanation worth?

In taking the place of a German workman the Belgian workman
permits a gap in the German army to be filled.

To work for Germany is to fight against one's country.

And the instinct of the public is not deceived. It has resisted the

most pressing appeal^, the most tempting promises posted on its

walls. Very few in number are those whose lust for large wages

tempted them into Germany.

The Press has called our working population indolent This is

an insult

The Belgians are not lasy, but they love their country and they

realise the sacred duty that the war imposes. No man of honour

can blame them for their resistance.

We have felt obliged. Excellency, to recite these facts to you
in order that you may use your high authority to put an end to this

flagrant violation of international law.

As for us, we should have been lacking in our duty if we had
not lifted the voice of our conscience at a moment so solemn and
so sorrowful.

Accept, Excellency, the expression of oar most distinguished

consideration.

RfpONSB DC GiN^RAL VON BiSSINO A LA PbOTISTATION

DES SiNATXDRS KT RbI>r£uNTANTS DB MoNS

Aux DiPUTf dI Mons:
BruxeUes, le 9 novembre. 1916.

En r^ponse k votre lettre du 3 novembre 1916, dans laquelle vous

nous pries de renoncer k la deportation des chomeurs vers I'Alle-

magne, j'ai I'honneur de vous faire connaitre que votre demande ne

pourra etre prise en consideration.

Depuis le d6but de la guerre, une grande partie de la population
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beige chdme. Les raisons qui orient cette situation sont, d'une part,
I'inaetivit^ de beaucoup d'^teblissements industriels provoqu^e par
la p^nurie de matiires premieres r^ultont du blocus ennemi, d'autre
part, la mauvaise volontd mise k travailler.

La longue duree de cette situation commence k faire apparaitre
de facheux resultats, et, en qualite de gouverneur du pays occup^,
S. E. le Gouverneur general de Belgique, je basant sur le droit des
gens, a pour devoir de prendre les mesures n&essaires pour parer
k cet ^tat de cfaoses.

Des Beiges &lair6s se sont d^ji adresses au printemps 1915 k
S. E. le Gouverneur g^n^ral et ont d^montre les dangers du cho-
mage et de I'aversion du travail,

lis ont montrfi que les secours, quelle que soit leur provenance,
finissent par peser sur la populaUon et entrainent en mame temps
les ouvriers dans I'oisivet^.

Mais cela aurait pour consequence que les ouvriers s'affaibliraient
physiquement et moralement et que, en particulier, les ouvriers
instruits perdraient leurs aptitudes et leur dext&it^ et qu'ils devien-
draient inutilisables pour I'industrie beige lorsque la paix future
serait r^tablie.

Pour ces raisons, les arret^s pris centre le chomage ont ft6 mis
en vigueur en aoiit 1915 avec I'aide du ministire beige competent et
completes plus tard par I'arret^ du 15 mai 1916.

Ces arretds ne pr^voient la contrainte au travaU que si le cbdmeur
refuse sans moUfs suffisants, pour un salaire proportionnel qui lui
est offert, un travaU conforme k ses aptitudes et tombe par Ik k
charge de la bienfaisance publique.

Toute infracUon contraire au droit des gens est formellement
reconnue comme motif de refus fond6. Done aucun ouvrier ne
pourra etre contraint k prendre part k des ravaux de guerre. Ces
arret6s reposent sur des considerations saines, conformes k la loi,
et qu'ordonnent, sans doute possible, I'int^ret de la masse et la
liberty de chacun. II ne s'agit plus ici que de I'application, apres
que les situations qui s'^taient pr^sent^es avaient conduit k une
calamity publique.

A cet effet, les listes nominatives des chomeurs devront nous etre
adress&s par les bourgmestres. Lors des reunions, il est offert da
travaU, contre un bon salaire, aux chomeurs menUonnes sur la
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BELGIUM

I

liste, et ce travail doit £tre effectu^ en Allemagne, m qne, daai le

territoire du Goaveraement fstairal seal, nn nombre limiti de ch6-

meurs ponrront tin employes.

Lea chdmeurs qui, lors de ces r6unioi», refnaent le travail offert

•eront dirig^s de force en Allemagne.

lis obtiennent avasi un aalaire, maia plua petit que celni qu'ila

auraient eu a'ila 8'6'aient engag^a comme travailleura libres. Le
Gouvemeur g^n^ral esp^re qu'il ne devra faire uaage de cea meaures

qne dana dea caa exceptionnela.

Une grande partie du peuple a, avec aa comprihenaion aaiue dea

choaea, jug6 la aituation d'une maniire exacte, et c'eat par disainea

de mille que lea ouvriera belgta ont pria librement le chemin de

TAllemagne oil, mis aur le mime pied que lea ouvriera allemands,

ila gagnent dea aalairea plua ^lev^a que ceuz qu'ila ont jamaia connua

en Belgique et oik, aii lieu de tomber dana la mia^re comme leura

compagnona rest^s au paja, ila ilivent leura families, it nn rang
plua &tv€.

D'apria ceci, voua deves accorder que par lea d^portationa des

chfimeura belgea en Allemagne, I'int^rSt du peuple beige reate

entiirement aauf. Si voua voua adreaaea dana ce aena anz cbdmeura,

voua leur rendrea un meilleur aervice qu'en lea entrainant dans la

voie du refua de travaillcr, et contraindre par U lea antoritis alle-

mandes k dea meaures s^virea.

Si, lora de la deportation, il y a de la ajv^rit^ et qn'il y a dea

ouvriers actifs qui aont elev^a, la faute incombe aux bonrgmeatres

qui ae aont refns^ & donner les listes on bien dont les listes 6taient

incompletes.

Pour le Gouvemeur g6n6ral.

(Signature.)

Brusaela, November 9, 1916.

(Tranalation:)

To THE DEPUTIEa OF MoNs:
In reply to your letter of Novembc «, 1916, in which you ask

us to give up the deportation of unemployed toward Germany, I

have the honour to inform you that your request cannot be taken

into consideration.

From the beginning of the war a great part of the Belgian

population haa been idle. The reaaona that created that aituation
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T^^""^' Z ^"'^' *'•« '»-«tl'^*y of «>">y indu.tri.1 e.t.bli.h.menu, brought .bout by the lack of r.w m.teri.l. re.ulUng from

work. The long duration of this .ituation begin, to bring .bout

ry Hi. ExceUency the Governor-General of Belgium, under the
tatemational law, find, it hi. duty to take the necLa y Te! „

m

to remedy such a state of things.

Enlightened Belgian, a. early as the spring-of 1915 addressed
themselves to H. E. the Governor-General and pointed o«t^danger, of miemployment and of an aversion to woric
They showed him that charity, wherever it came from, will finishby becoming . weight on the population, and at the same time leadthe working people to idleness.

feeJtierofMJ"'' "I
' «>»»«iuence the physical and moral en-feeblement of the working men, and that skilled workers in p.rticu-

usel^ ft, b:,^''','JT''
•"' '"*""^ •"'^ would 'become

we« Du^irvr*""' ^: ^~"" *"°^ "«"'•"* «"« unemployment
were put in vigour u. Augu.t 1913 with the aid of the proper Bel-
g,„ miniatry, «.d have later been completed by the decree of May

c«?ri.* ^T" *^ f* ""^'"<^' compulsory labour except in the
case when the unemployed would refuse, without suflicient motives,
for a proper salary offered to him, work suitable to his abilities,'
and he became a charge on public charity.
Every infraction contrary to international law is formally recog-mscd a. a founded motive to refuse this work. Therefore no

working man can be compelled to take part in war-labour. These

lT!t T f*^
°° wholesome considerations in conformitywUh the law. and which respect without any possible doubt the

mterest of the masses and the liberty of each person. It is merely
. question of the application (of measures taken.?) after the situa-
tions which had been presented had led to a public calamity.
To this efft-ct the lists of the names of the unemployed must be

addressed to us by the burgomasters. When in the assemblies work
olTered for good wages to the unemployed mentioned on ti,e list.
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BELGIUM
and thU work matt be carried out in Germany, whereas in the
territory of the General Government only a limited number ot
unemployed may be employed.

The unemployed who in these assemblies refuse the work offered
will be sent by force to Germany. They gain wages also, but
smaller than that which they would have had as free labourers.
The Governor-General hopes that it will be necessary to use these
measures only on exceptional occasions.

The greater pa>t of the people has, with its sound comprehension
of things, judged the situation in a correct manner, and by tens of
thousands Belgian working men have freely taken the road to
Germany, where, put on the same footing with German working
men, they earn wages higher than those which they ever knew in
Belgium, and that instead of falling into misery like their com-
rades remaining in thf country, they raise their families to a higher
rank.

After this, you must admit that by the deportations of the
Belgian unemployed in Germany the interest of the Belgian people
rests entirely safe. If you speak to the unemployed in this sense
you will render them a better service tLan you would do by leading
them to refuse to work, and by that means force the German
authorities to take severe measures.

If at the time of the deportation there is severity, and if there
are employed working men who are taken away, the fault will rest

on the burgomasters who refuse to give the lists or whose lists

were not complete.

For the Governor-General.

(Signature.)
(Note.—^The French employed by the Germans is often exceed-

ingly difficult to translate!—B. W.)

R£PI,I9VK DES SiNATBURS ET RePr£sENTANT8 DB MoKS
AU GotTVBRNBUR oiN^RAL VON BiSSINO:

Mons, le 27 novembre 1916.
A Son Excellence le G£n£ral von Bissino,

Gouverneur g^n^ral en Belgique.

Excellence :

Nous avons pris connaissance de la r^ponse en date du 9 novem-
bre, que Votre Excellence a bien voulu faire k notre lettre da 2
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novembrc, laquellc nous est parvenue par Icntremisc du Comit*
Provincial de Secours et d'Alimentatlon de Mons, k qui elle a 6i&
adress^e.

Timoina de renrdlement dans notre region, nous avons la convlc-
Uon que I'ex^ution des arrets rclatlfs au chdmage a eu lieu en
vlolaUon flagrante des considerations que vous nous exposes. Noua
ne pouvons que r^p^ter que le mobile de cette operation na pas ^t^
de procurer du travail aux chdmeurs ni de d&harger la bienfaisance
publique de I'entretien de gens sans emploi.

Pennettea-nous de vous signaler quelques faits h titre d'exemple:A Quaregnon, sur 1000 ouvriers appel6s au cntrole, S04 ont Hi
dipoTtia. Parmi ceux-ci, 11 y a 827 non chomeurs parmi lesquels
4 culOvateurs, 5 patrons boulangers, 6 ouvriers boulangers, un
patron boucher, 1 ing6nieur brasseur, directeur d'une grande
brasserie, un gros negoclant, le fils d'un maitre de forges, un patron
imprimeur.

II est k noter que le nombre des hommes appel6s au contrdle est
relativement peu «ev6 eu 6gard k la population totUe, mais 11 ne
faut pas perdre de vue que nous sommes au centre du bassin houiUer
et que tous les ouvriers mineurs ont ^t^ exemptds.

L'observatlon s'appliqne k toutes les autres communes.
A Dour, sur 137 d^port^s. Ton compte 117 travaillenrs dont 9

cultivateurs, 4 ^tudiants et nombre de petits patrons travaillant
cbez eux.

A Wasmes, sur 186 d^port^s, ISO non chdmeurs.
A Frameries, sur 200 deportes, 127 non chomeurs.
A Hornu, sur 140 deportes, 87 non chomeurs.
A Paturages, sur 139 dfiport^s, 134 non chomeurs.
A Gblln, sur 155 deportes, 109 non chomeurs.
A Havr6, le bourgmestre a d&lare aux officiers recruteurs que tous

les hommes convoqu^s k I'enrdlement talent occupy (11 avait pro-
c€di k une enquete et demandait k faire la preuve). On ne Hnt
pas compte de ses observations et, sur 4S0 hommes appelis au
contrdle, 46 furent d^port^s, tous occup^s.
Des proportions ^qulvalentes se retrouvent dans toutes les com-

munes.

Est-ce un effet du hasard? Non, la plupart du temps, le choix
des ouvriers qui ont du travail en Belgique a it6 voulu delib^rdment
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BELGIUM

1

Lei recrutrari paraiMcnt avoir one predilection marqnJe pour let

ouvrieri let ploa ezeic^a de certainei indaitries: contremattrea;
ouvriera d'ateliera et de laminoira, verriera, eordonniera, ajaatettra,

eiectricient, ooltiTateura.

C'eat ainai qo'anz Forgea et Laminoira de Baume k Haine-Salnt-
Pierre, aur 400 ouvriera qui ont paaa^ an contrAle, 0S ont ^t^
d^port^.

Auz tuinea Gilaon, k la Croj^re, 50 ouvriera ontM iipottia aur
395 appeMi au contr61e.

A la Society La Brugeoiae et Nicaiae et Delcuve, 46 aur 889.

A la Society anonyme dea Laminoira de La Croyire, SI aur 78.

Auz nsines Boulonneriea et Fonderie de La Louviire, Sfl aur 181.
Anz ateliers de Bouvy, k La Crojire, iS aur 149.

A la Compagnie centrale de Conatraction, k Haine-Saint-Pierre,

87 ouvriera et employda travaillant ont 6ti diportta, aoit 10% du
personnel occup^.

Auz ateliers Spiltoir, Happes et Meek, k Haine-Saint-Panl, 14
ouvriera ont it€ ddport^s, ce qui repr^sente 70% du personnel oc-
cupy, soumis au contr61e et 40% de tout le personnel.

Auz Hauta Fourneauz et Fonderiea de La Louviire la d^portetion
du personnel a atteint 70%, ce qui met I'usine dana l'impoaaibilit6

de continuer sa fabrication.

Auz usines Boel, k La Louviire, on a enlev6 249 hommes dont un
chef de bureau, 10 employ^, 81 contremattrea et «17 ouvriera.

Tons les employes et ouvriera de ces usines qu'on a d6port^
etaient au travail au moment du contrdle.

A la verrerie de Jemappes, aeul 6Ublissement de I'esp^ dans
notre arrondissement, Tapplication du ajstime est d'un effet saisis-

sant

Cette nsine rut remise en marcbe le 4 dfeembre 1915; elle a
travaUie aana interrupUon et d'une allure ascendante jusqu'au
septembre, 1916. Elle dut chdmer jusqu'au 10 novembre pour r«-
parer certains fours, avec le projet d'^largir son activity On Ini

a enlev6 plus de la moiti6 de son personnel d'^lite. A titre de pre-
cision, nous citons des chiffres

:

40% des souffleurs;

60% des premiers gamins de souffleurs;

80% des demises gamins de souffleurs;

55^



im
DOCUMENTS IN EVIDENCE

40% do peraonnel des rcpaMcura;

85% dea 6teiideari;

100% dea ouvriers ^lectriciena

;

100% dea onvriera ajuiteura, etc. . . .

Quelle perturbation pour cette induatrie!

Ce que noua venona de dire de la marche ascendante dea ver-

reriea de Jemappea a'appUque k la plupart dea induatriei dont noui
venona de parler.

Nona mettona k part lea charbonnagei, dont 1' activity est con-
aid^r^e avec faveur; nous voulons surtout parler dea ateliers de
construction, des laminoirs, dea fai'enceries, des fabriques de chaus-
snres, des usines de produits ceramiquea, etc. . . . Ancune de cea
induatries, grande ou petite, n'a €t€ atteinte par le blocua ou du
moins n'a «prouve d*enjp«chenient majeur de ce chef. Le temps
d'arrtt qu'elles ont eu parfois k subir avait pour cause I'interrup-
tion des transports, I'insuffisance de combustibles on de minerals
(faute de moyens de transport) et aurtont lea riguenrs d'arrttis qui
ont frapp^ de saiaie une partie de I'outillage ou qni limitent la
dnrfe dn travail k nn nombre d'henres fort restreint (les fabriques
de chanssures).

Les industriels n'ont pas manqu« d'exposer anz officiers recruteurs
combien il importait, pour la bonne marche de leur exploitation, de
laisser leur personnel intact. Leurs observaUons n'ont paa M &ou-
tiea on gain.

Chose caract^ristique et qui rdvile la volont* aniUa de choisir
dans dea professions on des categories determinies, il est arriv6
k I'autorit* militaire de faire grouper k part les ouvriers d'usines en
pleine acUviti et d'effectuer leur choix sous les yeux du chef de
I'iUblissement et nonobstant ses protestations; il en fut ainsi pour
les ouvriers des laminoirs de Jemappes, pour ceux des ateliers de
constructions de Nimy et des ateliers de Bouvy a La Lonviire.
Quela griefs peut-on faire k ces braves gens qu'on arrache a leur

famille, qu'on soustrait au travail national, pour lea contraindre de
travailler au profit de I'Allemagne?

Quellea infractions ont-ils commises?
La deportation est une peine cruelle et imm6ritee pour eux, et

pour nous. Beiges, un mal national.
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BELGIUM
A tontea les r^ajsitioni de outiiref, d'onUlUces, de eIi«T«t»,

qnl ont d<Ji fait de li granda ravagea, fallait-U que vint a'ajoater

la plua abominable de toutei: eelle de rhommef
Par le d^reloppement de la civilitation, par I'adoption de loii

de guerre eodifi^ dana lea eonventiona intemationalea, il aem-
blerait que jamaia plua nn people vaincu ne pfit Ctre aooinia k
pareille torture et que la liberty individnelle dea habitanU paiaiblea

dflt d^rmaia Ctre reapect^. Toui, chAmeura comme travaiUenra,

deraient Hn laiaa^ darn leurs foyera.

Et vit-on jamaia population plua calme, plua atolque dana la

aouflTrance? Fut-elle jamaii I'occaaion d'une charge ou d'un aouci

pour le Oouvemement imperial?

Voua irona efforcea de rauurer notre patriotiame. Excellence, en
noua d^larant que lea Belgea d^portia ne prendront point part k
dea buU de guerre. , . . Maia ne travaiUent-ila done paa k des
buta de guerre toua ceux qui coopirent d'une mani^ quelconque aux
entrepriaea dea peuplea bellig^ranta P Le cultivateur qui foumit la

graiaae k Tarm^, le taillenr qui fa9onne dea vitementa, le corroyeur,

le cordonnier, le bficheron, le terraaaier ne participent-ila paa aux
objectifa de guerre? Quiconque met le pied sur le aol de I'Al-

lemagne pour travailler devient un auxiliaire de I'armfe allemande,
qnelque ouvrage qn'il faaae.

C'eat ai vrai que le Oouvemement imperial veut 6tabllr le aerv-

Ice dvil obligatoire; toua lea civila aeront par le fait militaria^a.

Et avant m£me que lea autorit^ allemandea aient mia en vigneur

cette nouvelle 16gialation de guerre, ellea I'appliquent k la Belgique
occupy. Ellea 1' impoaent aux Beiges contre leur propre paya, non-

obatant lea aasurancea aolennellea qui avaient 6cart< de leura aoucis

cette odieuse perapective.

Jamaia, Excellence, jamais le droit dea gens n'a reeonnu aax
vainqueurs pareil pouvoir, jamais il ne consacrera pareille iniquity.

Ne nous demandex paa de dire k nos populations que c'est dans
leur int^ret qu'on les exp^e en Allemagne: le faisant, nous
trahirions notre patrie.

Agr^a, Excellence, I'expression de notre consideration distingu^.
Les Deputes et S^ateurs de I'arrondissement de Mens.

(Signaturei).
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(Truulatlon:)

To Hii EicitLiNcr G. ^ 41 ton Bimimo,
Oortnot^ttuttl I . Belgiam.

Eiciiunct:
We h.ve Uken note of the «.pon.e of November 9 which Your

Excellency wa. good enough to make to our letter of November 1.which cme to u. through the Comlt* Provlnci.1 de Seconrt etd Alimentation de Moni, to which It had been addre..ed.
Wltne..e. of the enrolment In our region, we have the convlcUon

hat the execution of the decree, relating to unemployment ha.

!^7„rt^"w *^'"! '""'""^ °' *"* con,lderatlon. which you

the" d1^\ T"": T^ '" *•" unemployed Belgian, to relieve
the public charltle. of the .upport of mer without work. Permitu» to .ubmit to you wveral fact. a. example..
At Quaregnon, out of 1000 working men taken to control, 804were deported. Among the.e there were M7 employed, including

4 cultivator., 5 ma.ter-baker.. 6 baker., an employer-butcher, I
bjewer, director of a great brewery, an important merchant, the wnof a blackamith, and a printer.

It .hould be noted that the number of men caUed to the control

J^ r ^T ^ P"P°t*°° "f the total population; but it moat
not be lo.t ,ight of that we are in the centre of the milng iLZ
and that all the miner, have been exempted.

*^

Thi. ob.ervaUon applie. to all the other commune..
At Dour, out of 187 deported 117 were comited who were em-

ployed, among which 9 cultivator., 4 rtudenU, and a number of
small employer, working at home.
At Wasme., out of 186 deported 180 were employed.
At Framerie., out of 200 deported 187 were employed
At Homu, out of 140 deported 87 were employed.
At Piturage., out of 139 deported 184 were employed.
At Ghlin, out of 15S deported I09 were employed

.w' ?T^' "" burgomaster had declared to the recruiting officer
that all the men summoned to be enrolled were occupied; he hadmade an uiquiry and asked to be allowed to prove it No attention
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BELGIUM
WM pdd to hla obacnratioa, and oat of 4A0 bmb collod to Ik* «on-
trel 40 were deported, all employed.

The Mine proportion* were found in all the ""mtniiiMH.

!• this the eifect of ehMwer No. The greater paH of the time
thejr deliberately ehoae working men who had employment in
Belgium. The recruiting oOcera appeared to have a marked pre-
dilection for the moet experienced working men of certain induatriei—foremen, men from the ihopa, iron-worikere, glaaa-blowert, ahoe-
raaken, adjatten, elcctriciani, coltlvaton.

Thuf, at the forgei and rolling mills of Baome at Haine-St-
Pierre, out of 400 workmen who were examined 01 were deported.

In the Oilaon factories at La Ctojkn, «0 workmen were deported
out of M5 called.

At the company La Brageoise et Nieaise et Deleore, 56 oat of
889.

At the limited company of the Rolling Mills of La Croytee, 81
out of 78.

At the factories of the Boulonneries et Fonderie de la Looriire,
S8 out of 181.

At the workshops of Boury at La Croyire, 95 out of 148.
At the Compagnie Centrale de Construction at Haine-St-PIerre

87 workmen and employes who were working were deported, about
10 per cent of the personnel.

At the workshops, Spiltoir, Happea et Meek, at Haine-St.-Paul,
14 workmen were deported, which represenU 70 per cent of the
personnel examined and 40 per cent of the entire personnel.
At the HauU-Foumeaux et Fonderies de la Lonviire the deporU-

tions reached 70 per cent, which made it impossible for the factory
to continue work.

In the Usines Boel, at La Louviire, they took away 949 work-
men, among them a head clerk, 10 employ^, 81 foremen, and «1T
workmen. All the employes and workmen of Uiese factories that
were deported were working at the time they were examined.
At the glass-works of Jemappes, the only establishment of the

kin! in our arrondissement the application of the system had a
striking effect.

This factory had resumed work on December 4, 1918; it worked
without interruption and more and more until September 1, 1916.
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»k" half of iU belt work«L i» i' ^ ""'' '"» " »>o«

Jwty per eeat of the blowen;

blowew; * • **'• "' *'» '"^nd cIm, who .id the

21 r?^J*' ""*• "' ^'^ -t^tche™..

One hu«,^ cent of the .dju.te„. etc^t. perturbation for thl. Industry,'

W. put Jde the ^Hlne of w'h^jT'"
"' "''• "-''- »'•

with farour, we wiT^CtiSJ ^ r""'^'^ " """«'««««
rolling n.111.. the c^lJket. th. LT^ 1 '\ """"''°P'' «>«

•to. ... None of theJ rd„.t
'*°y**«»""' the tile factorle..

the bloek.de. or .tt^t did „T' I'
"' "*"'' ^" '"•«^''«' •>/

0- thi. .eeo;nt Ti; tL^ duL^L^t^ •^T/"'"""""-*WM e.uMd by InterruotkTaf t.
*"«=»> they h«l to .hut down

of miner.]., bee.^oM;e l.ro"f":r'
*"%'"-««='«- "f fuel or

.11, bee.a.e of the rlgoorl of th ? ' "f *"^'P°'*' •»«» -^ove
tool, were -i«d*td'ss7h «j"^t'::rS:;r .^^^ -' *'•
of l«ur. very gre.Uy reduced (thT^fl^''''

*» «—»-
The BMufMturer. did oot f.ll »« -k .T^"

bow «ece.„ry ,t w„ fo, ^.u^e-^of tl . T^**"*
»**"

perwnnel Intact. Their „h«J .?
their work to leave their

One thingL ll cL^S ""hTcT l""''
^^"^^ to.

choo.e«non,the orofe..!^ 1
""""" *^« «*«> We. to

th.t the mllft.^ Jut^ri : l.^:"!'*"''"
•'"'"'^ detennined. w„

m the ^.ctoHe.^t,;r:e'rrgS:xrb,.r "'? *": """^"^ -«•
"Oder the eye. of the chief.'^of fhe " u^Jl^^"^^^^^^^

«=bolce

prote.UUon.: it w.. the ..me
"' "**''""bmenU .„d dcpite their

of Jen«ppe. for tho.! of the ^L^cj;''"^'"
"' ?' '""'"^ "'«'

.hop. of Bouvy .t L. LouJiiL
*" "P' °^ ^'"^ «"d the

Wbat co^puinu en they „.ke eo the.e good fellow. th.t were
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BELGIUM
torn away from their families, who were taken away from national

labour to be compelled to work in the interest of Germany?

What wrongs had they committed?

The deportation is a cruel and unmerited suffering for them,

and for us Belgians a national calamity.

To all the requisitions of material, of tools, of horses, which had

already made such ravages, was it necessary to add that most

abominable of all, that of man?
By the development of civilization, by the adoption of codified

laws of war in international conventions, it would seem that never

more would a t-.-inquished people have been submitted to such a

torture and that the personal liberty of peaceful inhabitants would

have been respected. All the unemployed as well as the working

men must be left in their homes.

And has one ever peen a population more calm, more stoic under

suffering? Was the population ever the occasion of difficulties or

care for the Imperial Government?

You try to reassure our patriotism. Excellency, in declaring to us

that the deported Belgians will not have to take pirt in anything

that has to Jo with the war. But do not all those who co-operate

in any way in the enterprises of belligerent peoples work for war?

The farmer who furnishes fats to the army, the tailor who makes

clothes, the beltmaker, the shoemaker, the lumberman, the road-

builder, do they not participate in work which has a war end? Who-
ever puts a foot on the soil of Germany to work becomes an auxil-

iary of the German army, no matter what work he does.

It is so true that the German Government wishes to ejtablish

obligatory civil service; all of the civilians will be by that fact

militarized.

And even before the authorities have put in vigour this new war

legislation they apply it to occupied Belgium. They impose it

on Belgians against their own country, notwithstanding the solemn

assurances which had relieved their minds of this odious perspec-

tive.

Never, Excellency, never has international law recognized such a

power in the conqueror. Never has it consecrated such an iniquity.

Do not ask us to say to our populations that it is in their in-
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terest that they are being sent to Gennany. In doing so we would
betray onr country.

sider^tira

^"""'°"^' *^* expression of our distinguished con-

firuxelles, le 9 Novembre 1916.

A Son Ezcillincs lb Baron von Bissino,

Gonvemeur g6n£ral en Belgique,

Bruzelles.
EZCBLUNCB

:

II semblait qu'ancune donleur ne pfit «tre ajoutfe k celles dont
nous aomme. accabl^ depuis I'occupation de notre patrie. Nos
hbertis aboUis, notre industrie et notre commerce aneantis, nos
mat.ires premiires et nos instruments de travail export^s, la fortune
pubhque ruinfe, le denument succedant a I'aisance des families
naguere les plus prospires, les privations, les anxi6t6s et les deuils,
on avait tout endure, sans autre revolte que la protestation muette des
ames et sans que nulle part I'ordre public eut iti trouble. Un im-
mense mouvement de solidarity avait rapproch^ toutes les classes
sociales; on souffrait en commun et la communaut^ des souifrances
allegeait le poids des mis^res individueUes.
Mais voici qn'une violence nouvelle vient fondre sur nos famillies

et les dechire. Des centaines, des miUiers de citoyens paisibles, de
tout age, de toute condition, toute une population civile est brusque-
ment, brutalement arrachfe a ses foyers et deportee en AUem.gne.
Ou, en quel point del-Empire? Nul ne le sait. Quelle y sera son
existence, k quel travaU y sera-t-eUe condamn&i? Mystire. De ce
fait des centaines, des miUiers de femmes, d'enfants, de vieillards
sont abandonn^s, d^pourvus de leur soutien, livr^s aux angoisses
d une separaUon dont nul ne pr^voit le terme, et spectacle de leur
dftresse est tel que, pour ne pas avoir k I'affronter, les recruteurs
refusent i ces epouses ^plor&s, k ces parents desesper^s la consola-
tion d'un dernier adieu.

I !?/.*!
^"^^ '*'*°''"*" '"' '^^ ''*°'=' •*"»* '* '^8*<"> de I'^tape est

le h^atre depuis pluaieurs semaines et qui se d^roulent depuis
quelques jours dans le territoire du Gouveriement g^n^ral, oi le
fl6au menace de setendre de commune en commune jusqu'4 ce que
ses victimes se comptent par centaines de mille.? Les avis scell&
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BELGIUM
anx mnn et reprodniU dans les joumanx en disent asses long; e'ett

partont la mime procMure, anssi sommaire que lugubre: des ar-

restations en masse^ des hommes class^ arbitrairement parmi les

sans-travail, parqu^s, tri^s, expMi^s vers I'inconnu. Pour ne parler

que des affiches d'hier placard^es k Nivelles, Virginal, Ittre, Haut-
Ittre, Lillois, Baulers, Monstrenz, Bornival, Thines, Braine-l'AUeud,

Ophain, Wauthier-Braine, Waterloo, Plancenoit, elles convoquent in-

distinctement, en leur recommandant de se munir d'un petit bagage
h main, "toutes les personnes dn sexe mAIe ag6es de plus de 17
ans, k I'exception seulement des eccl^siastiques, ni6decins, avocats

et instituteurs." On ne limite plus le lev6e aux chdmeurs : e'est qu'en

effet le pr^texte d'occuper nos chdmeurs k I'^tranger ne trompe plus

personne. Le plus sdr moyen de les occuper dans le pays n'aurait-il

pas €ti de leur laisser leurs outils, leurs machines, leurs ateliers, leurs

approTisionnements, leurs facility de communication, leur liberte

de travail? Des philanthropes avaient imaging d'utiliser les bras
disponibles k des travaux d'int^rSt public: leur initiative fut enray^e
et finalement bris^. D'antres s'^taient ing^i^s k organiser k

I'intention des chdmeurs un vaste syst&me d'enseignement technique

destin6 k relever leur valeur professionnelle, mais le plan ne fut pas
agr^£, pas plus que celui de ctier partout des bureaux de renseigne-

ment et de placement.

On pr6f&re leur procurer de Tonvrage en Allemagne oh les

repr&entents de 1' "Induotrie-Bureau" leur promettent "un bon
salaire" s'ils consentent k s'y faire embaucher "volontairement," et

oil les attendent, en cas de refus, des salaires de famine. Sur quelle

depression physique et morale ne compte-t-on pas pour leur forcer
la main?

Sans doute il a €t6 affirm^ que les entreprises auxquelles on offre

de les employer seraient 6trangires k la guerre. Mais de toutes

parts des voix ont r^pondu: En prenant la place d'un ouvrier allc-

mand, I'ouvrier beige permet k I'Allemagne d'augmenter la force
numdrique de ses arm^s. Le travail le plus odieux est celui dont
I'effet se tourne contre la patrie; servir I'Allemagne, c'est se battre

contre notre pays. Y contraindre nos ouvriers n'est autre chose

qn'un coup de force, contraire au droit des gens, vis6 par Votre Ex-
cellence dans son arrets du 15 aoiit 1915, et contraire aussi k I'esprit,

sinon au texte de la quatri^me Convention de La Haye de 1907.
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"Une mesure telle qne le diplacement dc 1. population dvile

wTm ;*''"
''T

"" '' ""'""" ^« diTinte^aUonS

It H^S n
"..'"" '^^ *=' J"" '^'-"""^ * M. le Bourg-me tre de Bruxelle. "e^t en contradiction compile avec la notionde 1 occupation de guerre; ceUe-ci a ren,plac6 I'ancienne th^orie de 1.conquete qui faisait du vainqueur le .ou.erain du pays conquis; tvataqueur a le deroir de respecter les droits des habitants paisibles."

Cest au nom de ces droits sacris, ouvertement violas, que les
s^nateurs et d^put^s soussign^s, presents i Bruxelles, mandataires
de la Nation beige, adres.ent k Votre Excellence la solennelle pro-
testation des famiUes sans nombre atteintes par I'^dit cruel qui se-coue en ce moment le pays d'un frisson d'indignation qui ne sauraitmanquer dc soulever la reprobation de tout le monde civilis6.

lis adjurent Votre Excellence d'user vis-A-vis des autorit^s mili-
ta res des hautes prerogatives que lui conftre sa charge pour ne pas
laisser se consommer un attentat sans pr&^dent dans I'histoire des
guerres modernes,

^r..tAA « , ,

et la prient d'agr&sr I'assurance de lenr
consideration la plus distingufe.

Litte dtt Signaturet
Ministres d'Etat:

Bahok ok Faveheac, pr&ident du S&iat;
CoMTB WoESTi!, Tcprescntant d'Alost;
Jules Vandenpeehkboom, s&iateur provincial de la Flandre oc-

cidentale;

Joseph DEVOI.DEH, senateur pour Arion-Marche-Bastogne.
benateurs

:

Bhaun, Alexandre, s&iateur pour Bruxelles;
Bhckahd, Edouahd, senateur pour Nivelles;'
De Becker-Reut, senatenr pour Louvain;
De Blibck, s^nateur pour Alost;
DE Ro, Georges, s&iateur pour Bruxelles;
DcBosT, Edouard, senatenr pour BruxeUes;
Ddmont de Chassart, senateur pour NiveUea;
DupRET, Georges, senateur pour Bruxelles;
Hallet, Max, senateur pour Bruxelles;
Hamrez, Prosper, senateur pour Bruxelles;
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BELGIUM
Biaoir E. os Kkkchoti! d'Ezakbok, s^natenr poar Aloit;

Lekiv, Julii, amateur provincial dn Hainant;
Mbiini, Edmond, «<natenr pour Bmxelles

;

Baron db Metids, s6natenr pour Namur-Dinant-Philippeville;

Baron Alfred Orban db Xitbt, s^nateur poor Arlon-Marche-
Bastogne;

PoBLAERT, Albebt, s^oateur pour Bruxelles;

VicoMTB SiMONii, siaateur pour Verviers, ancien president du
S6nat;

Speybr, Herbebt, sfoateur pour Arlon-Marche-Bastogne;
ViNCK, EiiiLE, s6iateur provincial du Brabant;

Membres de la Chambre dta reprisentanta:

Letib, Michel, ancien ministre, reprisnntant de Charleroi;

Bertrand, Louii, repr6ientant de Bruxelles;

BoJcL, Pol, repr^sentant de Soignies;

BuniET, Emile, repr^sentant de Charleroi;

BuTL, repr^sentant d'Ostende-Furnes-Dixmude;

CocQ, FernAND, repr^sentant de Bruxelles;

Dk Bub, Xavier, reprisentant de Bmxelles;

Delportb, Antoine, repr^sentant de Bruxelles;

Baron Drion, repr^sentant de Charleroi;

Elbers, FRAN90H, repr^sentant de Bruxelles;

Hanssens, Eugene, repr6sentant de Bruxelles;

Baron Albert d'Huart, repr^sentant de Dinant-Philippeville;

Janson, Paul-Emile, reprjsentant de Toumai-Ath;
JouREE, LioN, repr&entant de Nivelles;

Lambobelle, repr^entant de Malines;

Lemonnibr, Maurice, repr^entant de Bruxelles;

CoMTE DE LiMBUBO Stibum, repr^seutant d'Arlon-Marcbe-Bas-
togne;

PoLET, Htacinthe, repr^seutaut de Li^ge;

PoNCELET, Jules, reprdsentant de Neufch&teau-Virion;
Rbns, repr^sentant d'Alost;

Tibbaut, Emile, repr^entant de Termonde;
Wauters, reprdsentant de Huy-Waremme;
^.'AuwERMANs, Paul, repr^sentant de Bruxelles.

Au nom de la Deputation permanente du Brabant:
Janssin, Charles.
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bep. si^ed by the Belgian Senators and Deputies pres-
ent m Brussels at that time « that of the first of Novem-

(Translation:) —
*BraiM]j, November 9, 1916.

To Hu ExciLLiNcT Bakon ton BiniNO,
Gotkrnoh-Gknbrai, in Bkloium.

ExciLLSNcr:

.lil^r^ *1* °° '"'^""'* ""^"'^ ^ "^^'^ *° *«« ^W«h we have

^^hed aber^, our destroyed industry «.d commerce, our raw ma-
terial, our in. nments of work taken out of the country, the pub-

hT" H t °"!!u
P'^P'^-^' K'i'^f. -"ieties and mourning, had aU

JTo^tt .T
°"*.'"'^ "*'" "'^^ °f "^»'* *- • mute protcta-

of t^e
1' T ' ?'""* "^ '"*"'""''' °^ P""- »«>" •» -7 partof the country An enormous impulse of sol-darity had broughttogether all the social classes in a common suffering. MdSemutaality of burdens lessened the weight of the individual ^Lt

Hundreds and thousands of peaceful dUaen. of all ages, of all

o'ttfTh^r ;;'''"""r^''''*^""'
" """""y' •'"-taUy turned

the Emnirtr V "^'^ *° ^'™'"^- ^"^' ^ ^'"'t P-t "^the Empire? No one knows. What will be their existence? Towhat work will they be assigned? For these reasons hund^s and

privTof'^
•''"''

"""'r
'"'* '''' ""» •« abandoned «d d.^

hL f. . r! "° T **' '''^'' ""* *•" »P«*«<^'« °f their desola-

suffe^jg wives, the suffering parents, the consolation of a last

I. there need to repeat the scene, for which the region of theftope has for several weeks been the theatre, and which have been
repeating themselves during the past days in the territory of the
Government-General where this terrible measure promises to extendfrom commune to «,mmune until its vicUms are counted by hundredsof thousands? The notices posted on the wbIIs and reproduced tathe newspapers tell sufficiently what it is. It is the same procedur"
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BELGIUM
ererjirhere, amnmuj and sorrowful : arrests en matie, men classed

arbitrarily among, the miemplojred, grouped together, divided, sent

toward the unknown. To mention only the notices of yesterday,

posted at Nivelles, Virginal, Ittre, Haut-Ittre, Lillois, Haulers,

Monstreux, Bomival, Thimes, Braine I'AlIeud, Ophain, Wauthler-
Braine, Waterloo, Plancenoit; they summon without distinction all

persons of the male sex over seventeen years of age, with the ex-

ception only of clergymen, doctors, lawyers and professors, and
they are told to bring with them only a small amount of baggage.

The levy is no longer limited to unemployed; indeed the pretext

to give employment to our unemployed outside of the country no
longer deceives us. The best means of giving them occupation in

their own country would have been to leave them their tools, their

machines, their shops, their supplies, their facilities for communica-
tion, their liberty of work. Philanthropists have suggested using

workmen on public improvements. Their initiative has been stopped
and finally broken. Others have taken steps to organise for the

unemployed a vast system of technical education, intended to in-

crease their professional value; but the plan was not approved, any
more than that which had envisaged the creation in various places

of information offices and employment bureaus.

They prefer to give them work in Germany, where the repre-

sentatives of the Industrial Bureau promise thmx "good wages" if

they consent to work there "voluntarily," and where they may
expect, in case of refusal, famine wages; physical and moral de-

pression are coontt^ on in order to force their hand.

Invariably it has been asserted that the work offered to them is

non-military in character; but denials from every side have come
in. In taking the place of a German workman the Belgian work-

man permits Germany to increase the numerical force of its armies.

The most odious work is that which is used in effect against the

native land. To serve Germany is to fight against their own
country. To compel our workmen to do this is nothing less than an

act of force contrary to international law, as cited by Your Excel-

lency in his proqlamation of August 13th, 1913, and contrary also

to the spirit, if not to the text o' the fourth convention of The Hague
of 1917.

"A measure such as the deportation of non-combatant civil pop*
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letter of even date to the M.yo, of Bnu.el., . copy of which l!enelo-ed herewith, "1. m complete contr«lictio; to thTldc^f1Uiy oce„p.tlou. Thl, Ide. ha. replaced the fomelZJ^';

wnator. and deputie. whose .Ignatnre. follow, now at Brussels

eeUency the solemn protest of the numberless families affected br

ttno^ffH* '"f
""'• *""«" '"^^ ~-*'y •» this moment I

Enclosure to preceding letter:

Bmxelles, 6 Novembre, 1916,

MoN.„™ r.'EcH.T™ L.MOKN,„,
'^' ""' S'*"*--^'"'

ff. de Bonrgmestre de Bruxellcs.
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BELGIUM
g^n^ral de VoigU-Rhota. Le projet de coiiTention de 1874 n'a puM tMSii mail ton teste a lerri aax travanx det Conferences de
La Hajre de 1897 et de 1907, et cea deux conference! ten aont in-

pireea et, aur le point qni nous occupe, ellea n'ont point vari^.

En 1899, A la premiere Conference de La Haje, le President

de la Commiiaion pour le Reglement des lois et coutumea de la

guerre sur terre, Frederic de Martens (S« partie, page 9S, de
redition de 1907), parlant des necessites de la guerre, prononfait
ces paroles:

"C'est noire desir unanime que lea armees des nations eivilisees

soient non seulement pounmes des annes les plus perfectionneea

mais qu'elles soient egalement penetrees des notions du droit, de la

Juatice et de Tbumanite, obligatoirea meme sur le territoire enyahi
et meme k regard de rennemi."

Ce langage n'est point utopiqne: 11 concMe suffisanunei^ k la

realite: mais il admet aussi les exigences da coenr et les aspirations

de la civilisation modeme.
Tel sera I'avis impartial de tout juriste.

Veuilles agreer. Monsieur le Bourgmestre, I'expression de mes
sentiments de haute consideration.

iSigni) E. Nys,

Professeur k I'Uniyersite.

C^-nnslation:)

Brussels, 89, Hue St-Jean, November 6, 1916.

Ma. Aldkbman Lkmonnur,

Acting Burgomaster of Brussels.

Your College of Aldermen rigbtfully maintains that if the

fourth convention of The Hague of 1907 does not contain the

precise text relative to the deportation of the civil non-combatant
population, it is nevertheless to be concluded from the spirit of that

convention that such a measure is not legitimate.

Such a measure is in complete contradiction to the idea of mili-

tory occupation. This idea has replaced the former theory of con-

quest which made the conqueror the sovereign of the conquered
country. In modem warfare the peaceful population has certain

rights. The conqueror is the provisory administrator; he must re-

spect the righto of the peaceful inhabitants.
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All tjl« WM cie^iy toaie.tod in 1874 .t the Conference of Bn,.-

^'^S! K^ ''''f
** "' *^' °'""" ^"P"'- 0">«"» von

B^^iS^; » i*
'""^"* °^ ' convention of that Conference w«.

not ratified bat it. text .erved for the prepar.tory work of the
Convention, of 1897 .nd of 1907; «.d th«e two ConvenUon. drew
their ln.plr.tion fror, it, «d. on the point that lntere.U J^,Znuwe no change in It.

'

the' C^^H * *^
t";

conference of The Hague, the Prealdent of
the Committee on Rule. .„d Cu.tom. of Land Warfare, Fredericde Marten. (Part 8, page 9«, edition of 1907), .pealiing of tie
exigende. of war, .aid thee word.:

"It 1. our unanimou. de.ire that the armic of dvili.ed nations
be not only provided with arm. of the greatest perfection but that

of humanity, obligatory even in occupied territory and a, regard.

of the fact.; but Uiey admit aI.o the demand, c^ humanity and the
aapiration. of modem civill«ation.

Such wUl be the impartial .tatement of any jurist

(Signed) E. Nt.,
Professor of the Univeraify.

p. Bruxelles, le 11 novembre 1916.
JSxc.LL.KCT,-Le. wu..ign&, uni. dans une mene p^ns6e de

«lt'; fv" '"f
'"" '"•'"•*• «'"•''»* ^' '-' devoir defaire

n^. I .?
" ^"'"""^ I'-pression douloureuse que fait dan

le^ onde judicia.re tout entier la r&ente me.ure prise contre unepartie de la population beige.

^Z T^^\ ^"'f"' 'PP«tenant 4 toute. le. classes de lai^m et ,ur tous les points du pay., sent, au m^pris du droit
na^urel, du droH po.itif et du droit des gens, arr.'ch.s 4 leu"
foyer., A leurs famine, et employes, en AUemagne ou ailleurs, 4

til r^'A"
**"

""''f'
indirectement tout au moins, aux op^ a-tions mihtaire. contre la Patrie.

AM^V^
'n&onnaissance du grand principe de la liberty In-

dividuelle, reconnu par tous les peuples civili.^..
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BELGIUM
ber presented by the judicial leaden and members ot the
Belgian bar,' that of the fourteenth of November, signed

C'Mt U BfeoiUMlaaMice, soMi, dct prindpM 1m plna ecrUliu dn
droit de U gnem qui Mran •vol popalaUotu cItIIm le Ubn ezereioe
de lean droits.

C'ett la mfeoniMiHwice, enfla, dea untaaen que Votre Exeel-
Icace doaiuit k la popolaUon bdge, qaaad elle promettait au
dtojreu reat& dam le pays, ateutiU et protceUon.

Cette nesare noos rsporte ao temps oik le vainqoer emmeaait en
•ervitnde les popnlations vaincnes et les ridoisait en esclarage.
L'honme est maltre de sa personne, de ses forces et de sa rolont^.

Lea travaax forces sont nne peine r^servfe aux grands crimes.
Les soossign^ se permettent de le rappeler k Votre Excellence

et espireat qn'elle se fera anpr^ da Ooavemement ImpMal le

defensear de la Belgiqoe confite k sa viligance et a sa garde.
lis presentent k Votre Excellence les assurances de lear bante

consideration.

A Son Exeelleace Monsiiub u BAnow Vow Bissiho,

OooTemear-gfo^ral en Belgiqne.
N. B.—Saivant cinq cenU signatares environ: Cour et Barreaa de

eassKtion; Coar d'appel et Barreaa de Broxelles; Tribunal de com-
merce de BrnxeUes; Jngea de paix et Pmd'bommes de Broxelles.

(Translation:)

Brussels, November 11, 1916.
EzcBLUircr:

The undersigned, united in the same spirit of solidaritj for the
defense of right, belieye it to be their duty to acquaint Your Ex-
cellenejr with the painful impression produced upon the entire
judicial world by the recent measure enacted against a portion
of the Belgian population.

Peaceful citisens belonging to all classes of society and to all
parts of the country are, in disregard of natural law, posiUve law
and international law, torn from their homes, from their families,
and employed in Germany or elsewhere at Ubour which helps, in-
directly at least, military operation against their country.

It is the disavowal of the great principle of individual liberty,
recognised by all civilised peoples.
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by the Semtori and Deputiw of the Province of Li^ge •

TSZ rtSt.
""" *• *^ ''^" ^^"^ '^ free „.kI-

L-U7, it i. tlw dlMnnr.l of tb« M.a,.nee. that Yon, Excel-

«w remafato, in tlw country .ccurity Md protection.
Thta »e««re crrie. « back to the time when the conqueror cr-

V^ *•»•««' of hie perMm, of hi. strength and of hi* willPor«d labour i. . p„.,.h„ent reeerred forAZ^l
«.Jt K r J*"*"" *" "=•" *^* '«* to Your EtcellencT«d to hope U«t Your E«cellencr wiU be. before the impelS

To Hii ExcBUMfCT Baron tow BiMmo,
Ooremor-Generel in Belgium,

Bruflflcb.

FoUowed by .bout five hundred .igMturee-indudlag tboee of

and of the B.r A.««i.tion of Bru.«l.; Court of Fi,.t Inrtwce

• LiioB, le 14 novembre 1916.
A Son Excellence le Gineral ton Bimimo,

Gonvemeur-g<n<ral de Belglque k BruxeUe..

d.;."'l'*r"'~^"'"
PP'"'*'"' «!« 1" n>e.ure. d<j4 extoit^

?or: ^^urenm:"!"""'*^'"*
^"" ""• ^^-^-•" - p-

PrfvZiT t!J'
^'""''" '^^ R«P'«-"f"t. et S<„.tcur. de laProvince de Liige, nou. avon. Ic devoir d'addre.«r l'expres.ion decca sentimenta ao Pouvoir ex&utif.

pre««on at

De. mUUer. d'homme., victime. d'ivincment. dont il. n'ont point
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BELGIUM
U rMpooMbiliU ct doal ila mbiaMat tu tlksM H dUM U
riaiciiblc rignenr, Mnl Mat avoir eonaaia d« dilit •! mm JogmMal,
•meb^t k lean fojcn, ik kon palvlt, coaiuudt k !• dlp«fUUaa
•I an travaO fore^.

Sont-ih coapablea d'avolr ahutiouni 1m atelkn el 1m uIbm o6

Ila travallldeatr

N'nt-cc pM la goerre qni, en fennaat eM atellcn et cm wIbm,
1m 7 a contrainta f

L'induatrie iB<tallurgiqM chAme partlelleaMiit faote de aojeaa
de tranaport

L» maimniae aur lea machiBM et ontila, la r^qalaiUon dM matttwa

premiirea ont amenj la auapenalMi de toot trarail daiu la plnpart

dea ^Ubliaaementa induatriela.

Lea fabriqnea d'|imea, qui ooeapent taot de brM dana notre

region, aont fem^ par ordre de I'antorlU allemande.

Alnal, toute I'activit^ de ce pajra a M utMc.
Du Joar aa lendemain, ane maaae de noa compatriotea m aont

vua rMulta k I'inaction, priv6a de leur gage-pain, aana autrei

reaaourcea que lean maigrea te>nomiea, la bienveillanee de leuri

patrona et lea aecoura de la aolidarit^, mervieaaement ^panoaie en

Belgiqne par cea tempa de dooleur.

Certalne preaae taxe nM claaae laborieaaM de pareaae. Fallait-il

done ajouter la ealomnie k I'iniqnit^?

Noa voiaiua de I'Eat connaiaaent cependant la Mpaclt< et la

vaillance de noa populatlona ouvriim.

Ila ont pu lea appr^ier par lea relatione commercialM et indua-

triellea que noua entreteniona depuia dea aiiclea avec lea provinces

rhinanea. Combien de granda Indnatrieb et commercanta d'AUe-

magne ont eu i ae louer de lenra aptitudea et de leur inergle. Sans

doute protesteront-ila avec noua contre ceuz qui inaultent k la

miaire de noa travaill?ura en lea traitant de fain^anta.

Maia ila auront ^galement constat^ leur ombrageuae fiert6.

L'ouvrier de noa r^giona eat jalouz de aon independence et de u
liberty. II entend dispoaer de lui, de aon intelligence et de atn bras,

k UL gulae; 11 pretend £tre maitre de aa vie et de aea actM.

Le pouvoir occupant lui a offert du travail, 11 !e lui offert k un

aalaire dlevi. La plnpart de noa ouvriera ont repouaaia cea offres.
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lb OBl Jsf^ que |m aerepter, e'<tait lervir lei ItAMU de Ten.
rahiMcar au diriment dr leur p»y».

El qui OMrait le conteaterf PKndre la place dun ouvrler alle-
nMad, a'aaVM paa lui pennettre d'aller cxiinbatire ihm AU et no*
Mtt»}
Paf patriotiaoM, noa ourriers ac aont lmpoa< de dnrea priratiena.

Voirt Eieellenee nc lea en bUmera pat.

Leor esprit d'ind^pcndence a'eit n^annoina aoamia aui n^aal-
t4a de la guerre.

Notre province fut occupy d«a lea premiera joura dea op^rationa.
EUe a anbi aon aort couragenaement, non aana eap^rance maia aana
r^lte et aana bruit.

L'ordre n'a paa M trouble

Qn'eat-ee done qui motive la deportation et le travail forc< dont
noa ooncitojrena aont aujourd'hui menac^a?
Le droit dea gena condamne de pareillea meaurca. Pas un auteur

modeme ne lea Juatifle. Lea textea de la Convention de U Haye,
en limitant lea r«quiaitiona au profit de rarni^ occupant, les inter-
dieent. II ne a'agit, en effet, dans I'occurrencc ni de presUtions ni
de acrvicea requia pour lea beaoina de I'artnie d'occupation.
A la Conference de Bruxeliea de 1874, Monaieur le Oir.-- tl

Voight-Rheti, dtiigai de I'Empire d'AIIemagne let a implicite-
ment r<pronvea, notanunent en pronon^ant cea paroir s : "Ce qu'on
ne peut redamer dea populationa occup^ea ee aont dea services que
r^pronverait I'artide 49 comme contraires au patriotisme et k
rhonnenr."

D'antre part, lea termea dea artidea 9 et 6 de la ConvenUon fixant
lea condiUona d'intemment et de travail, a'appliquent reatrictivement
anx priaonniera de guerre et exduent conaequemment la poaaibiliU6
de tout traitement analogue aax populationa civiles.

Lea Conatitutiona de toua les Euta de lEurope prodament comme
des dcgmes la liberty individudle et le droit pour tour dtoyen de
disposer de sea facult^a et de aon travail comme l« I'entend.
Au paya de Li^ge, ces prlncipcs aont depuis de longs sidles

synthetises, et fiirement gravia dans le coeur des hommes sous la
forme hauUine d'un vieil adage de droit, tonjours vivant, toujoura
sacr6; "Panvre homme en sa maison Roy est'
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BELGIUM
Partoat ik aont honors comme on des fondements de notre monde

modeme.

L'occnpant ne pent aboUr tea droits qui font le patrimoine de

rhnmaniti.

L'autorit£ militaire, par avis du 18 decembre 1914, 6manaiit du

commandant de place de Li6ge, a garanti k la garde-civique "qu'il

w'etait pas question de I'enToyer, ni maintenant ni dans I'aTenir, en

Allemagne."

Un avis de votre Excellence elle-m£me, du 2S octobre 1919 donne

la va&tne assurance.

Les diff6rents commandants de place qui se sont succidi k Li^ge

ont affirm^ par diverses affiches que "le cdntrole avait uniquement

pour but de constater la presence des personnes qui y sont soumises."

Serait-ce possible que des engagements aussi formels ne fussent

pas remplis?

D6porter des Beiges en Allemagne, les y contraindre au travail,

c'est, nous I'avons dit, permettre aux ouvriers allemands qu'ils rem-

placent d'aller au front combattre les fils et les frires de ceux dont

on s'empare par la force; c'est lenr imposer une ^vidente co-

operation k la guerre contre lenr patrie; c'est m^nnaftre le Rigle-

ment de La Haye, la pens6e g£n£reuse dont il est anim6 et le texte

mSme de son article 5i; c'est an^antir les conqndtes progressives

de I'humanite que consacre cette convention longuement ^laborde, et

nous reporter aux plus sombres coutumes d'un lointain pa8s6.

Car cette deportation et ce travail forc^ ressemblent k s'7

m^prendre k I'esclavage auquel dans I'antiquite, les peuples vain-

quers astreignaient les vaincus.

Nous avons cm de notre devoir d'exposer k Votre Excellence ces

considerations et les plaintes de nos populations affligees, nous

esperons encore que la voix du droit sera entendue.

Veuilles agr^er. Excellence, I'expression de notre consideration

la plus distinguee.

Les mandataires de la Province de Liege:

Les Deputes

EUOKNK MuiXKNDOKVr,

Dc LUDXKBIUU,

H. POLIT,

Les Senatenrs

A. Maois,

Ed. Pkltzxk db Clkbmomt,

Van Zctun,
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Lea S&iatenn

h. colliavz,

j. kcppinmb,
Ch. Maonbtti,
L. Natkau,

A. FUCHST.

Lei IXpntJa

Makquu Impikiau,

J. Dactiitm,

S. DONNAT,
SCHINLBK,

PnuKO,

Paul tak HoioAnoiir,
NiCHOLAI OOBUT,
J. Dallkkaonk,
F. Galopin,

DlJABDIir,

Leow Tkocut,
Xatieb Nkujban.

(TransIaUon:)

LiioB, November 14, 1916.
To Hh Ezcxllenct Obnkkai. tow Bimino,

Governor-General in Belgium,

Brussels.

EzcKLLXNcr:

We learn that the measures already carried out in certain parts
of occupied Belgium are about to I. applied to the province of
Li^ge. They cause in our population a profound and legitimate
emotion.

As members of the Chambers of Dipntia and of the Senate of
the Province of Li^ge, we are bound to address to the executive
powers the expressions of these feelings.

Thousands of men, victims of evcnte for which they are not in
any way responsible and the unyielding rigour, of which they under-
go in silence and in misery, are condemned, without judgment and
without having committed any crime, to deportation and to forced
labour.

Are they to blame for having left the factories and the work-
shops where they were employed?

Is it not the war which, by closing these workshops and factories,
has forced them to such a step?

The metallurgical industry has ceased partiaUy through the lack
of means of transportation.

The seiiures of the machines and of the tools, the requisitioning
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BELGIUM
of raw materials, have brought to a stop all work In the greater

part of the industrial establishments.

The arms factories which gave work to so many men in car

district are closed by the orders of the German authorities.

Thus the entire activity of the country has been stopped.

In a day a mass of our compatriots have seen themselves reduced

to inaction, deprived of their means of subsistence, 'jereft of other

resources than their meagre savings, the kindness of their em-

ployers and the co-operative aid that has so wonderfully spread

throughout Belgium in these unhappy times.

Certain journals accuse o;ir working ' " of laainess. Was it

necessary, then, to add calumny to iniquii.^

Our neighbors to the east know, however, the ability and the

bravery of our working population.

They have been able to estimate them by the commercial and

industrial relations that we have maintained for centuries with the

Rhine provinces. How many great German men of industry and

commerce have been obliged to praise their skill and their energy.

Perhaps they will protest with us against those who insult the misery

of our workmen and call them ne'er-do-wells.

But they have also witnessed their fierce pride.

The workman of our region is jealous of his independence and

of his liberty. He means to do with himself, his intelligence

and his labour as he pleases. He claims to be master of his life

and of his deeds.

The occupying Power offered him work, and at a high wage.

Most of our workers rejected these offers. They judged that to

accept them would be to serve the interests of the invader to the

detriment of their country.

And who would venture to deny it? To take the place of a Ger-

man workman permits him to go and fight our sons and brothers,

does it not?

Our workmen have accepted severe privations from patriotic mo-

tives. Your Excellency will not blame them for it. Their spirit

of independence has nevertheless bowed to the necessities of war.

Our province was occupied during the first days of operation.

It underwent its fate with courage, not without hope, but without

revolt or commotion. Public order has not been troubled.
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wit^Jj-
^"' *'.*!!" """ °^ *' deportation and the forced labourwith which our fellow-citi.ei.s are to-day threatened?

International law condemns such measures. Not a single modernauthor justifies them. The text of the convention of The Hague,

^IT^" *'; """""'""• '"' '""^ »''=««* °' "^^ occupying ai;
prohibit, such measures. As a matter of fact, in the present case

IJJ. fir '«=q°J««oning or of services required for theneeds of the occupying forces.

Rht'.*^/i^°°/"?"!
°^ ®""'"''' "^ "74, General von Voigts-Rhet., del..gate of the German Empire, explicitly disapproved of

be demanded of occupied peoples are service, which ArUcle 48would condemn as contrary to patriotism and to honour"On the other hand, the terms of Articles 5 and 6 of the con-
vention treating of the conditions of internment and of work apply
only to prisoners of war, and consequently exclude the possibility
of any such treatment of civil populations
The constitutions of all the States of Europe exalt as dogmas in-

tt ^^? Tt
'""^ "«'* •" '"'''' P""- *° dispose'^f Ws

faculties and his labours as seems best to him

J^.T.
""""*''' °' ^'^*' '^''' P"°"P'^' '"'^« been firmly im-

planted for many centuries and have been proudly inscribed in the
hearts of men in the lofty form of an old legal adage, whicL .tiU
live, and i, sacred: "A poor man is king in his own home."
They are honoured everywhere as one of the foundation-stone,

of our modem world.

The occupant can not abolish these rights, which form the in-
neritance of humanity.

The military authorities, by an announcement of the Com-

S"v f .^!r
'''"'"''" ''' '^'*' ^"'"•^-'^ t° the Garde

eiZ *t " "" "" ''""*"° "' «'•*"« *•>- ^ Ge^any
eitlier at the present time or in the future."
An announcement of Your Excellency Yourself, October 22.1913, gives the same assurance.

The several commanders who have held the power at Li^ge haveby various notices confirmed that "the control service was sdely toprove the presence of the persons to whom it applied "
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BELGIUM
Would it be poatible that raeh fonnal nndertakings tlioald not

have been observed?

To deport Belgians to Germany and to compel them there to per-

form forced labour is, as we have said, to permit German work-

men whom they replace to go to the front to fight the sons and
brothers of those whom you take away by force. Such a measure

forces them to take an obvious part in the war against their country;

it violates The Hague Convention, the generous thought with which

it is animated and the very text of its Article 02, it destroys the

progressive victories of humanity that are consecrated to that much
discussed convention, and it takes us back to the darkest practices

of a far away past.

For this deportation and this forced labour resembles slavery to

that degree where they can not be distinguished—the slavery by
which in olden times the conqueror completely disposed of the con-

quered.

We feel that it is our duty to bring these considerations and com-
plaints of our afflicted people to the attention of Your Excellency.

We still hope that the voice of law will be heard.

We beg Your Excellency to accept the expression of our most
distinguished consideration.

For the population of the Province of Li£ge:

Deputies: Senators:

Sixteen signatures Eight signatures.

Lis Deportations Bklgbs

Protestation du College ^hevinal de Bruzelles.

V1U.S DB Beuzkllxs.

No. 16, 7838.

Bruxelles, le 17 Novembre, 1916.

Ezckllbnct:

Un avis de M. le Gouvemeur allemand, lieutenant gtaital Hurt,

auz Bourgmestres du Grand Bruxelles et du Brabant, public au-

jourd-hui, annonce que Tautorit^ allemande a d^id^ la deportation

en Allemagne des ouvriers chdmeurs,

Cet avis cause une profonde Amotion parmi nos concitoyens.

Le sentiment public consid^re cette deportation comme retablisse-

ment en Belgique d'un regime d'esclavage.
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VoiM compwndre. .ant pelhe k quel point embl.ble mesure, qnl

de 1. Uber« IndividneUe, k ce profond .entlment de dignl« qui font

Stue" '
''""""" '* '• *""'"' """^* du'^uprflX

Notre populaUon s*e.t toujour, dirtingu^e par le cnlte de I.
juftice et du droit

« uo w
En matiire poliUquc, comme en matiire Internationale, eUe a

toujour, compt* que le droit demcurerait sa sauvegarde.
L article 4

;
de la Convention de la Haye porte que I'occupant

re.pectera, aauf enip«chement absolu, le. lois en vigueur dan. le
pays occupe.

Panni le. loi. en vigueur en Belgique, il n'en e.t point de plu.
pr&ieu.e et de plu. .acrfe que celle qui garanUt k tout citoyen beige
.a Hbert^ peraonnelle, .e nianife.tant, notamment, dan. le domaine
du tratail.

Rlea ne nou. parait juatifier, en ce moment, mie atteinte k cette
ioi.

Le pouvoir occupant fait obaerver que I'inaction k laquelle sont
rtduit. un grand nombre de travaillenr. e.t regretUble.
Qui le .ait mieux que nous?
Qui le.ait mieux que notre vaillante population onvriire, laqueUe

UOhIT?
"* '""""^ ^" ^'"^'" " I'opiniatret^ de .on

No. ouvrier. ne demandent qu'A «e livrer k leur. occupation. «c-
coutumee..

Sont-a« rcponsable. du chdmage qui leur est impo.£?
E«t-ce leur faute si les matiferes premieres, si les machine, ont

<t6 r^quisitionn^es, s'il n'y a presque plus de cheraux, si le. tran.-
port. .ont entrav^s, si 800,000 metres de rails des chemins de feripnaux ont ^te enlev^s?

Invoqnera-t-on des charges de la bienfaisance publique?
EUe. sont lourdes, ^videmment, mais elle. ne gr^vent en rien le

P^uvoir^ occupant, qui n'a pas dfl intervenir pour .oulager la misire

C'est le Comity National de Secour. et d'Alimentation et I'iniUa-
tive privfe qui aident nos chomeurs involontaires et qui «ont dfi-aaea k poursuivre leur oeuvre de solidarity.
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BELGIUM

Poltqne la popnlation beige ne s'attend pai k Itre eeounie par

roecnpant, n'e«t-il pas Wgitime de la laiaser llbre d'apprfcier dansi

qneUea condiUona U lui est pennis et possible de se livrer au tra-

aU?
On ne pent qu'iprouver le plus profond respect pour nn refua de

travail qu'inspirent uniquement un noble patriotisme et sp^ialement

la Tolonti de ne pas foumir directcment ou indirectement une aide

k Tennemi.

II est certain que le travail que Ton veut imposer k noi com-

patriotes a pour but exclusirement de fortifier TAllemagne &ono-

miquement et meme militairement. Cette circonstance fait apparaf-

tre plus nettement encore le caractire d'esclavage et de servitude

que prdsente la mesure dont sont menaces nos concitoyens.

Notre population n'a pas cess* de supporter avec calme, avec

resignation, avec dignity, les cruelles ^preuves de la guerre actuelle.

Cette disposition d'esprit ne pouvait qu'etre affermie par les

dtelarations de TAutorit* allemande au d6but mSme des bostilit^s.

M. le Gouvemeur general. Baron von der Golts, disait dans sa

proclamation du 2 septembre, 1914:

"Les citoyens Beiges d&irant vaquer paisiblement k leurs oc-

cupations n'ont rien k craindre de la part des troupes ou des au-

torit^s allemandes. Autant que faire se pourra, le commerce devra

Stre repris, les usines devront recommencer k travalUer, les mois-

sons £tre rentr^es.

"Citoyens Beiges,

"Je ne demande k personne de renier ses sentiments patriotiqucs,

mais j 'attends de vous tous une soumission raisonnable et une

ob£issance absolue vis-i-vis du Gouvernement GdnSral.

"Je vous invite it lui montrer de la confiance et k lui preter votre

concours. J'adresse cette invitation sp&ialement aux fonction-

naires de I'Etat, des Communes, qui sont restds k leur poste.

Plus vous donnerea suite k cet appel, plus vous servirea votre

Patrie."

Dans toutes les iglises du Pays, sur I'invitation du Cardinal

Mercier, il a £t6 annonce au mois d'octobre, 191*, qoe M. le Gouver-

neur d'Anvers, G&i^ral Huene, avait antoris6 le Cardinal Mercier

k faire, en aon nom et k communiqner 4 la population, la d&laration
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•nirante, avec rapprobation dn Oouvemeur g6ii6ral, Baron von der

Oolts:

"Lea jennet gem n'ont point k craindrc d'etre emmen^s en Al-

lemagne, loit pour y £tre employia dans Tannic soit pour y itn em-

ploy^ k dea travaux forces."

Est-il beaoin de rappeler encore le tezte dea avia auivanta, pla-

cardii anr lea mura de Bnuellea?

"Quiconque ayant fait partie de la gardessivique, rentri de

I'ftranger k Bruxelka et agglomeration, ne sera pas traits comme
prisonnier de guerre, matt pourra y ritider en *oute libertS s'il

aouscrit k lobligation de ne plus prendre les armes contre I'Al-

lemagne pendant cette guerre ni d'entreprendre aucun acte hoatile

k la cauae allemande.

"Le Gouverneur,

"(SignS) TON Erakwbl,

"Giniral major.

"Bmzelles, le 19 fivrier 1015."

"En Tertu de I'ordre du Gouvemement Ginital en Belgiqae,

du 18 et 19 fivrier, iQlS, il est ordonn6 par la prdsenti que tons

le* ntjett tnalet de nationdite beige, nia de 1892 k 1897 inclus et

domiciliis k: Bruxelles, Anderlecht, Auderghem, Etterbeck, Forest,

Ixelles, Jette-Saint-Pierre, Kockelberg, Laeken, Molenbeek-Saint-

Jean, Schaerbeek, Saint-Joss-ten-Noode, Saint-Gilles, Uccle,

Watermael, Boitsfort et Woluwe-Saint-Lambert, soient mis sons le

controle par le bureau de declaration Deutsches Meldeamt Gross-

Briissel, rue du Miridien, 10, et auquel les communes nommies d-

haut ont communiqu6 toua les noma des sujeta males nia de 1892 k

1897. . . .

"71 eit expreuement entendu que le Gouvemement allemand ne

projette nt d'incorporer det lujeta helgei dan* I'armee allemande,

ni de let emmener en AUemagne comme pri*onniert pendant la

dur6e de la guerre. *

"Le Gouvcrneur,

"(Signe) von Kkakwjcl,

"General major."

"Bmxdles, le 17 mars, 1915."
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BELGIUM
"A partir dn !•' noveinbre prochaln, le eont>«l« ezere^ \jum'k

prtwnt !» ]e. Beige, ni, de 1898 k 1807 ura applicable ^galeinent
• too. le. homiDe. beige. n<. de 1885 J^ 1898 (y comprta ce. deux
annee.).

"Le. «ddat. (pa. le. offider.) de I'anelenne garde clvlqne non
•cure wront llb^,^ da contrtle .'U. .ont kgi, de trente an. ac-
compli..

y# rfpit, que le eontrOe n'a d'etre but de permettre de eon-
ttaier la prieenee de, pereonne, inecrite, et de le, enpicher d,
quUier le pay,.

^

I.
"°?

*,*f
*'***' »«««»«< VintentUtn de le, incorvorer dan,

tarmS, allemande. ni de le, intemer comme prUonnier,' de guerre.
"Le Oouverneur Oiniral de Belglque,

"(Signi) Fbbiherr von Biuino,

,,-a II .
' "Generalobent

BrazeUea, le SS octobre, I»l«."

Enfin le rtglement concernant le. citoyen. Beige, .oaml. au
eonWUe ni. de 1883 4 1898 (Vor.chrlfte„ fUr MeldepflichUge
Minnllche Belgicr, Geburtejahr 1885-1898) dont un exemplaire «a6 remi. par rautorit6 allemande k tou. les citoyen. Beige, au
moment de leur inscription an contrdle allemand (Meldeamt) et qui
forme pour enx contrat, porte:

"II eat bien entendu que le gouvemement allemand n'a nuUe-
^ent I'intention d'incorporcr de. Beige, dans Tarmie allemande, ni
de Itt intemer en Allemagne pendant la durie de la guerre fpara-
graphe 6, page IS)

"Lb pr6«ent riglement est applicable aux Beiges wumls au
contr61e et habitant les communes .uivantcs: Bruxelles, Anderlecht,
Audergbem, etc. (comme ci-dessus, paragraphe 10).''

Pent-on concevoir engagement plus pr&is, plus net:
"II. neseront ni incorpor6s dans I'armie allemande, ni intemt,

en dUemagne pendant la durie de la guerre? . .
."

Ces engagements formels ont dftermine un grand nombre de nos
wndtoyens, qui s'^taient rdfugiis k T^ranger, k rentrer dan. leur
Patrie.

Non. ne ponvions .upposer que de. promeMe. aa..i Mlennelle.
pourralent gtre miconnue..
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that of the seventeenth of November, signed by the
Burgomaster and ^hevins of Brussels,^ and that of the

Nom devlons croire que le pouvoir oceapant maintiendralt lea

principet du droit International et respecterait lea fentimenta d'hon-
aenr et de patriotiime du Peuple Beige.

Quelle! que aoient lea njceaaitia de la guerre, il noua aemble Im-
poaaible que I'Autorit^ occupante puisse pera^^rer dana la role
oik elle est eutr^ et accomplir ainsi un acte qui doit aoulever Vhao-
tioB du monde civilian tout entier.

Noua Toua priona d'agr^r. Excellence, I'aaanranee de notre par*
faite conaideration.

Pour le CoUige,

Le Secrftaire,

(Signi) Maubicb VAUTHna.

Le Cetlige,

(Signi) MAtraicK Lemonniu,
LOCU STKBNa,

A Son Excellence le Baron Ton Biaaing,

OouTcmeur g6n^ral en Belgique,

Bruxellea.

Emilx Jacqmain,

Max Halmt,
JsAN Plaoit.

Bmaaela, November 17, 1916.

' VlLLC DB BauxBLLia

No. U 7838

Exckllcnct:

A notice of the German Governor, Lieutenant General Hurt, to
the mayors of Greater Brussels and of Brabant, published to-day,

announces that the German authorities have decided to deport to
Germany the workmen without employment.

This notice produces a profound emotion among our fellow work-
men.

Public sentiment considera this deportation to be the eatablish-
ment in Belgium of a state of slavery.

Yon will understand without difficulty to what point aach a
measure, which plunges a^ many families into sorrow, infringea the
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BELGIUM
rigbt of penoDal llbertj, th* profonnd feellnip of penoiMl dignitj

that bare been for centnriet the pride and the lociral greatneu of

the entire Belgian people.

Onr popnlation baa alwajs been diatingniibed for iU obacrranee

of Jnatice and of law.

In political at well aa in international alFain it baa ever eon*

aidered that law would alwaja remain iti lafegnard.

Article 4S of the Convention of The Hague atatea that the oe*

cupjing Power ahall reipect, except in case of abaolute neceaaity,

the lawa in force in the occupied territory. Among the lawa in

force in Belgium there ii no one more precioua or more aacred than
that which gnaranteea to each Belgian citiaen hia peraonal liberty,

which is manifested notably in the domain of labour.

There does not appear to na at thia moment any fact to jnatify

the infraction of that ^w.
The occupying Power calls attention to the regrettable unem-

ployment to which a large number of our workmen are reduced.

Who knows it better than we do?

Who knows it better than our courageoua working population,

which had at all timea been honoured by ita devotion to and ita

love for labour?

Our workmen ask nothing better than to continue their habitual

occupations.

Are they to blame for the nnemplojrment that baa been imposed
upon them?

Is it their fault if the raw materials and the machinea have been
requisitioned, if there are practically no horses remaining, if com-
munication is limited, if 800,000 metres of rails of inter-urban rail-

ways have been removed?

Is reference made to the charge of public charity?

It is heavy, no doubt, but it falls in no way to the charge of the
occupying Power, which has never been called upon to intervene to

relieve the general suffering.

It is the Comit* National de Seconrs et d'Alimentation and private
initiative that help onr involuntarily unemployed and that are ready
to continue their work of co-operation.

Since the Belgian population does not expect to be assisted by the
occupying Power is it not legitimate to leave to the population to
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d«eid« undtt what eooditioiu it U pennlulble ud poMible for it
to take up worli?

Om c«. bnt feel the moot profoond req^ for those who refoee
to worli on the sole ground of . noble patrlotltm, and pertlcuUrly
for thoee who will not fumleh, dlrecUy or indirectly. M.l,t«,ce to
the enemy.

It I. certain that the work which it i. desired to force upon our
countryTuen ha. for lU aole object the .trengthening of Oemany
economically, and even militarily. Thi, bring, .till more clearly
to the foreground the character of the .lavery and of the .ervltnde

lSloi!clU«n°***'
**' *** """" "'"*'*' *'^'*"" " ""' "^ ~'

Our population ha. not ceawd to endure calmly and with «.lgna-Uon and dignity the cruel te.t. of the war.
Thi. attitude of mind could only be strengthened by the declara-

Uon. of the Germ«, authorltle, at the very beginning of the war.The Governor-General, Baron von der Golt., ..id in hi. pwcla-mation of September 8, 1914

:

^

"Belgian clU.en. dclrlng to return peacefully to their occn-

What can be done will be done. Commerce mu.t be resumed, the

^'cSaTl '''' ?7"' '«•'"' *'' '"'^"* ""»* »- «««'«'^

.ubmi..lon a. regard, the Government General. I invite you to•how your confidence in it and to offer it your .uDDort I .HJ«.«
thi. inviUUon particularly to the officers of the GoT^meL oJ tt^mmune. who have .tayed at their posU. The m"7yl h^'thi. appeal the more wUl you serve your country."

Merde'r ifwat^n" "'i';
~""*'^' "* *'* ^"^"'"^ "' Cardinal

a,tl!nJ ^ "'"<«"«d during the month of October, 1914 that

h rifed ^rTT "' """^'^P' ^'^''-•' -" Hue^e, had at
It w-

"^^"^ *" "''''' '" ^'^ """«' t« b« communicated"
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BELGIUM
!• th«n OMd to nmII agBia the test of tk* folkwiaff mMm

peatcd on the walls of Braeeela:

"Wboerer wm in the Owrde Clriqae ud hM retamcd from ebrood

to Oreater BniMeli will not be treated aa a priaoner of war, b«t

ean remain there In eonplete liberty if he eigna the ondertaklng

not to take up arms against Oermanj daring this war and not to'

adertake any act hostile to the German eaose.

"ton Kbaiwil, Cknremor, MaJor-OenersL
'

"Brussels, Febmarj 1», l»lfl."

"Bj Tirtae of the order of the General Goremment in Belgian

of Febmarjr IS and 19. 191 S> it is deerecd hereby that M maU
nhjteit of Belgimn nathnalitg bom between 189< and 1807, in-

clnsive, and dmniciled at Brussels, Anderlecbt, Anderghem, Et-

terbeek. Forest, Scliaerbeek, 8aint-Joase-ten-Noode, Ixelles, Jette-

Saint-Pierre, Kockelberg, Laeken, Molenbeek-Saint-Jean, Saint-

Oilles, Uccle, Watermael-Boitsfort and Wolnwe-Saint-Lambert, are

placed under control service bj the registry ofiee, Deutsehei

Meldeamt Gross Brttssel, rue dn SKridien, 10, to which all oom-

mnnes mentioned abore have communicated all liie . t tea ot* mnle

subjects bom from 189S to 1897. . . .

"It it e*prt»$ljf undertiood that tkt Qermum Onvtrnrntnt ioei

not katt M mind tht incorporation of Belgian nbjeet$ in tha Qtr-

man armg, or their deportation to Qermang at pritonen during the

mar."

"ton KnaawBLy OoTemor, Major OeneraL

"BmsseU, March 17, 1815."

"From November 1st next the serrice of control in operation until

the present time regarding Belgians bora between 189S and 1897

will be applied likewise to all Belgian men bora between 1889 and

1898, inclusive.

"Soldiers, not officers, of the former Garde Civiqne not in active

service will be freed from the control if they are more than SO

full years of age.

"/ repeat that the control doei not have anjf other object than

to permit the confirmation of the pretence of pertont regittered and

to prevent them from leaving the countrg,
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Mayor and fehevini of Charlerot on the thirteenth of
Worember.* There wai another protest, addreiied to

tktmlmtkt (hrwmm »rmg or of imUming thtm m prttontr, of mor.
"The Oovernor-Oeneral in Belgiam,

"Fmihim TOM BiMiNo, M«Jor-Oener«l.
BnuMb, Oetober tfl, 1915."

Lutlj, the regolatioii coneeralng the Belgian lubjecti lubmitted
to the control, bora between ISSS and 1898 (.FenekrifUn fUr
MtUtpfiUkHigt MMnnliekt BtlgUr. Oeburtijohr 1886-1898), a
eopy of which waa transmitted to each Belgian subject at the tine
of this registry at the German control office (Meldeamt) and which
serrea as a form of contract for them, reads:

"It is thoronghly understood that the German Goverament baa
in BO wise the intention of incorporaUng Belgians in the German
•my, nor to imttm tktm in Gtrmang during the count of tho
nor (Paragraph 6, p, IS)."

Can one conceive a more precise underUking, one more exact ?
They "will not be incorporated in the German army nor be

interned in Germany duHug the oourse of the war." The normal
undertakings determined a large number of our fellow-citisens who
had taken refuge abroad to return to their country.
We could not believe that such solemn promises could be broken.We were obliged to believe that the occupying Power would main-

tain the principles of internaUonal law and would respect the feel-
inland the honour and the patriotism of the Belgian people.
matever may be the necessiUes of the war, it seems to us Im-

possible that the occupying Power can continue in the manner in
which it has begun and carry out an act that is bound to excite the
emoUon of the entire civilised world.
We beg you. Excellency, to accept the aisurances, etc.

Secretary of the Council The Council of Aldermen.

'Charleroi, le 18 novembre 1016.
EzciLLiircB:

C'est la dameur d^sesp^r^s de toute une population que nous nous
permettons de faire entendre.
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BELGIUM
La Belgique a subi avec courage toutes les ^prenves que le Bivat

de la guerre lui a imposees depuis le d^but d^s hostiliUs. Atteinte

au coeur dans la personne d'un grand nombre de ses habitants,

frapp6e de terreur k la vue de leurs demeures r^duites en cendres,

notre nation vincul6e a support^ courageusement son sort Apris
ces jours d'^pouvante, le peuple, confiant dans la parole da Haut
mandataire plac£ par le Gouvernement Imperial k la tete du pays,

s'est efforc^ de soutenir sa detresse par un esprit de solidarity qui

ne s'est pas un seul instant dementi.

Des la premiere heure, des Comit^s de Secours furent cr^s, et,

tant du cdt^ des pouvoirs publics que des particuliers, tous

rivalisirent de ddvouement et d'abn^gation pour all^ger les souf-

frances des classes n^cessiteuses.

Alors que renaissaient peu k peu le fonctionnement de la Justice

et de TAdministration Publique, ainsi que les entreprises indus-

trielles et commerciales susceptibles de revivre apr^s de tels d6chire-

ments, le peuple beige, group^ sous I'^gide de ses institutions

communales, s'est ressaisi dans le travail.

Malheuresement, les ruines accumul^es, la raret^ des matiires

premieres, le defaut des moyens de transport, et I'absence de buts

commerciaux, rendirent de plus en plus difficile la restauraton de

I'activite du pays.

Plus tard, la disparition progressive des instruments de travail,

la decheance physique, produite par une alimentation rare et dis-

pendieuse, achevirent d'epuiser les demi&res Energies.

Et c'est ce moment, que les autorit^s militaires allemandes

choisissent, sous pretexte de chomage, pour arracher les plus pauvres

et les plus dignes de compassion d'entre nos compatriotes, a I'affec-

tion de leurs m^res, de leurs epouses et i *; leurs enfants.

Votre Excellence ne peut rester insensible k notre cri de ddsespoir,

qui doit etre pour la Civilisation un cri d'alarme et nn appel k sa

g6n6rosit6.

De grandes voix nationales ont dijk protest^ avec emotion et

autoritd centre ce traitement inhumain impost sans piti£ k notre

peuple.

Le motif invoqu^ constitue k I'adresse de notre ciasse ouvri^re

une accusation injuste et blessante de paresse Cv de fain^antise,
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the American Mim'ste. at Brussels, the most touching in
many respects of all, because u was signed by author-
contre laqueUe nous p. .te tons. C« n^ .iheureux seraient done places
hors du droit des gent: ;t -ou/r a I'ignoniinie du travail forc6. Ce
chfiUment immlrit^, inflig^ k nos compatriotes, r^volte la conscience
humaine, et nous y puisons la force et I'autorit^ pour prier Voire
ExceUence d'intervenir aupris du Gouvernement Imperial afin
d'obtenir le retrait de ces dispositions implacables et injustifi6es.

Daignea, agreer. Excellence, avec I'assurance de notrc considera-
tion la plus di8tingu6e, I'expression du plus vif espoir dans le mandat
de haute protection que vous avez assumd vis-4-vis de la Belgique.

L« CoNSEiL Communal de Charlkboi,
(Quinze tignaturet.)

A Son Excellence Monsieur le Colonel-General Baron ton Bissino,
Gouverneur g&ieral Allemand en Belgique, Bruxelles.

Charleroi, November 18, 1016.
(Translation:)

Your Excellknct:

We venture to bring to your ears the cries of desperation of an
entire population.

Belgium has undergone courageously all the sufferings that the
curse of war has brought to her since the beginning of hosUlities.
A large number of the inhabitants have personally suffered the

loss of those near and dear, they have been struck with terror at
the sight of their homes reduced to ashes; nevertheless our naUon
in chains has bravely fought its fate. After the days of fright, the
people, confident in the word of the high official placed by the im-
perial Government at the head of the country, have been able to
endure their misery through a spirit of solidarity that has not failed
them for a single instant.

Committees of assistance were formed immediately and both
the public authorities and private individuals strove to outdo each
other in devotion and abnegation to assuage the sufferings of the
indigent classes.

As the administration of justice and public work, as well as the
commercial and industrial enterprises capable of continuing their
activity after such a crisis gradually began to function again, the
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BELGIUM
ised representatives of all the women's societies in Bel-
gium. It spoke out of the hearts of the mothers of the

li

Belgian people, grouped under the aegis of their communal insti-

tutions, again began to labour.

Unhappily, the accumulated rains, the scarcity of raw materials,

the lack of means of tran^iportation, the absence of commercial
objective points, rendered more and more difficult the restoration

of the country's activity.

Later, the progressive disappearance of the instruments of labour,

the physical weakening produced by insufficient and expensive nour-
ishment, sufficed to exhaust the last bit of energy.

And it is this moment that the German military authorities choose,

on the pretext of unemployment, to tear the poorest and most-to-be-

pitied of our fellow>citizens from the love of their mothers, their

wives and their children.

Your Excellency can not remain insensible to our cry of despera-
tion, which must be for civilization a cry of alarm, and an appeal
to your generosity.

Important national voices have already protested with emotion
and authority against this inhuman treatment that has been applied
to our people without pity.

The motive that has been invoked constitutes an unjust and in-

jurious accusation addressed to our working class, and we protest
against it These unhappy men would therefore be placed beyond
the pale of international law and condemned to the ignominy of
forced labour. This unmerited punishment inflicted on our fellow-

citicens revolts the human conscience and on this ground we found
our strength and authority to ask Your Excellency to intervene
with the Imperial Government to obtain the withdrawal of these

pitiless and anjustifiable measures.

Pray accept. Your Excellency, together with the assurances of
our most distinguished consideration, the expression of the most
fervent hope in the duty of high protection that you have assumed
in regard to Belgium.

Communal Council of Charleroi:

(Signaturei) Fifteen.
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J
Anvers, le 7 novembre 19I8.

A Son Excellence Monsienr le Babon von Biiuno,
Gouverneur g^^ral en Belgique, Bruxelles.

EXCBLLBNCE .'

En vertu d'une ordonnance du Gouverneur militaire d'Anvers,
rcndue d apria le. instruction du Gouvernement general en Belgique
et dat^e du 3 novembre I916, nos citoyens sans travail se trouvant
sur lea listes du Meldeamt, sent appeles en ce moment k se presenter
4 la gare du Sud. De li, ils seront transport^., de for- e s'il le
faut, en Allemagne, pour y atre contraints k se livrer aux travaux
qui leur seront assign^s.

Les m«mes mesures sont prises dans le reste du pays.
Sans jugement, sans avoir commis de d^lit, des milliers de citoyens

bbres 8(mt ainsi diport^s contre leur volonte en terre enemie, loin
de leur foyer, loin de leur femme et de leurs enfants, pour y subir
1 traitement le plus dur pour un homme libre: la contrainte au
travail.

D*put&, S&iateurs, notables d'Anvers et son agglomeration,
nous croiron. manquer k t»us nos devoirs si de pareils faits
pouvaie se passer sous nos yeux, sans que nous usions du droit que
nous avons de nous adresser en toutes drconstances au pouvoir
ex6cutif pour faire valoir nos griefs, nos reserves ou nos protesta-
tions.

De quel droit le travail torci. avec deportation, est-il introduit
dans notre malheureux pays ?

TeUe est la question k laquelle nous cherchons en vain une
reponse.

Le droit des gens condamne une pareille mesure.
II n'est pas un auteur moderne qui la justifie. Les textes de la

Convention de La Haye, limitant les requisitions au profit de I'armee
d occupation, y sont directement contraires.

Le droit constitutionnelde tous les pays europeens, y compris
celui de I'Allemagne, ne leur est pas moins oppose. Le plus iUustre
de vos souverains, Frederic II a honore comme un dogme la liberte
individuelle et le droit de tout citoyen de disposer de ses facultes
et de son travail comme il I'entend. L'occupant doit respecter ces
prmcipes essenUels, qui depuis des sidles sont devenus le patrimoine
commun de Thumanite.
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BELGIUM
On ne saurait conteater que les forcea oavriires beiges, d^porUei

en vertu des mesures dont il s'agit, d^gagent k due proportions

des OQvriers allemands, en les rendant libres d'aller combattre les

frires et les fils des ouvriers dont on s'empare par la force.

C'est Ik une cooperation dvidente k la guerre contre notre pays,

ce que I'article 58 de la Convention de La Haye defend en propres

termes.

Ce n'est pas tout.

Au lendemain de I'occupation d'Anvers, des centaines, des milliers

de nos concituyens avaient quitt^ leur pays et s'^taient ritagiia en

Hollande, dans la region situde le long de la fronti^re.

Les d^larations les plus rassurantes leur ont iti faites par les

autorit^s allemandes.

Le 9 octobre, le General Von Besseler, commandant en chef

I'arm^e assi^geante, soumettait aux n^gociateurs enToy68 k Contich

une declaration portant: "Les gardes civiques diatmaia ne seront

pas consider^s comme prisonniers de guerre."

Sous la m€me date, le lieutenant-general von Schultz, appeie au

commandement de al position fortifee d'Anvers, faisait proclamer

ce qui suit:

"Le sonssigne, commandant de la position fortifiee d'Anvers

declare que rien ne s'oppose au retouT' des habitants dans leurs

foyers.

"Aucun d'eux ne tera molette.

"Le* membrei de la garde civique, t'ilt *ont disamit, peuvent

rentrer en toute tecuritS."

Le 16 octobre 1914, le Cardinal Mercier faisait communiquer k

la population une declaration signee par le General Von Huene
gouverneur militaire d'Anvers, dans laquelle celui-ci desait in

terminis, en vue de la publication:

"Les jennes gens n'ont point k craindre d'etre emmenes en

Allemagne, soit pour etre enroles dans Tarmee, loit pour y etre

enifloyet a de* traifaux ford*."

Peu de temps apr^s, I'eminent preiat de Belgique demanda au

Baron von der Goltz, Gouverneur general en Belgique, de ratifier

pour la generalite du pays, sans limite de temps, les garanties que

le General von Huene lui avait donnees pour la province d'Anvers.

II obtint *ati*faction.
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Enfto, le 18 octobre 1914. I'antorW miUtaire d'Anvers a remia~u. .. .ig„.t„,e, .„x diUgui, du G6„^,al van Terw'

"
Z^'-n>.nd.»t de IW^ h„„.„d.i,e dc can.p.g„e, one d^clarlLZ-

inqui^te., ma , ajoutant en ontre. "Le bruit .elon lequel le.
jeune. gen. beige, .eraient conduits en AUemagne . . . «« Jinui
de tout fondement."

Cert ,ur la foi de ce. declaration, .olennelle. et publique. quede nombreux dtoyens, non seulement d'Anvers, n,ai. de toutes les
parties du pays, ont franchi 4 nouveau la frontifere et sont revenus
dan. leurs foyers.

Or, ces homme. qui sont rentr^s en Belgique apre. . engage-
ments aussi formels, seront demain envoy^s en AUemagne pour y

ippCr^ "* *"^^' '""^ ^"'°"
- ^'""'^ '^ "^ p- •-'

Dans ces conditions, nous croyons 6tre en droit de demander que
la mesure prise soit rapportee.

Nous ajoutons que le traits de Contich stipule formellement
que les gardes civiques ne seront pas traites comme prisonniers de
guerre; .1 ne peut done s'agir que de les transporter en AUemagne
pour un traitement encore plus rigoureux.
Le pr^ambule de I'ordonnance dont nous nous oecupons semble

faire g„ef i nos ouvriers de leur inaction, invoque le souci de I'ordrepubbc es sinquifete des charges croissantes de la charite pub-

Nous nous permettons de faire remarquer A Votre Excellence

f' "..f
?/'"''°'' •'" *™^" -"''"-"des, il y avait dans ce pays

de considerables approvisionnements en matiires premieres dont

ouvrierT
° '^* *^"^ ^""'"'* longtemps d'innombrables

Ces stocks ont i\& enlev^s et transports en AUemagne.
II y avait des usines comptetement outiU6s qui auraient pu

ouhls et b.en dautrea ont ii€ enlevees, en grand nombre, et ont
ete envoySes en AUemagne.

Certes, il est arrivS que nos ouvriers aient refuse du travaU offert
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BELGIUM
par roccnpant, parce qne ce travail tendait A I'aisister dam les

occupatiMifl militairea: k cei groa aalaires gagnes k ce prix, lit ont

ptUM lea privationa. Mala quel est le patriote et quel eat rhomme
de coenr qui n'admirerait paa cea pauvrea gena pour cette dignity

et pour ce courage?

Aucun reproche d'inaction ne pent done £tre fait k noa daaaea

ouvriirea qui, pour I'amour du travail, ne le cMent k peraonne.

L'ordonnance invoque en outre le aouci du bon ordre et ae

pr6occupe de ne paa laiaaer de nombreuz chdmeura k charge de la

bienfaiaance publiqne.

L'ordre n'a pas M trouble.

Qnant k Tassistance aociale, il eat vrai que dea milliona ont M
d6pens6a tn secours aux chomeurs depuia le d^but de la guerre en

Belgique. Mais pour cet immense effort de solidarity rien n'a ei^

demand6 an Gouveipement allemand, ni mdme an Tr6sor beige

administrd aoua votre surveillance et aliment^ par nos contribuables.

Le aouci d'un argent qui ne vient paa d'elle, ne doit inqui^ter

rAllemagne, et Votre Excellence n'ignore paa que non la bienfaia-

ance publiqne, maia le Comit£ National aasure le budget de cette

oeuvre si n6cessaire et le fera dans I'avenir comme il Ta fait dans

le paaa6.

Aucun dea motifa invoqu^s k I'appul de la politique nonvelle ne

nona apparait comme tondi.

Dans rhiatoire de la guerre, on chercherait en vain, depuis deux

siicles, un pr6c6dent.

Et dans les guerres de la Revolution on de I'Empire, ni dans

celles qui ont ensuite d^l^ I'Europe, personne n'a port6 atteinte

an principe aacr6 de la libert6 individuelle dea populationa paisibles

et inoffensivea.

Oh a'arreterait-on dana cette voie a! la raison d'Etat pouvait

juatifier un pareil traitement? Meme dans les colonies, le travail

forc^ a disparu k notre 6poque.

En cona^uence, nous prions Votre Excellence de prendre en

consideration Texpos^ que nous venons de lui soumettre et de

renvoyer dans lenrs foyers ceux de nos concitoyens qui ont Hi
diporUa en Allemagne k la anite de l'ordonnance dn 2 novembre
1916-
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(Translation.)

T« uj. If II » Antwerp, NoTember 7, 1918.To Hi. ExceUency Baioh von Bimino,
Govemor-Gener«i in Belgium, Bmiiela.

ExCKLLKNcr:

By virtue of an order of the Military Governor of Antwerpgiven according to the instruction, of the Govemor-Ge«rd taBegiuu, and dated November «, ,9,6. our fellow-dtiren":^^ o ^work, whose name, are on the lists of the Meldeamt, are now calkdto present themselves at the Southern Railway Station. F^om thtethey W.I1 be transported by force if necessary to Germanv th!«to h. compelled to perform labour t^ will I ^CZ'^ 'Ji:^,The same measures have been taken in the rest of the country.

sanToTV^ ^"*' """""^ '•^^"* ^°""""*«'^ -y—«?. thousands of free citizens are thus deported against their wiU to anen^y and far from their homes, far from' their wts^^dch"dr«, there to submit to a treatment the hardest of all for . freeman—forced labour.

Deputies, Senators, Notable, of Antwerp and of it. agglomera-
tion, we would consider ourselves as having failed in eve^ orecfour dubes if such things could happen under our eye, without ouru.mg the right that we have to address ourselves in all TcZ-Stances to the executive power to make known our compiler
reservations or our protestaUons.
By what right is forced labour with deportation introduced inour unhappy country?

"iroaucea in

Such is the question to which we seek in vain a response.
International law condemns such a measure.
There is not a modem author that justifies it. The text of TheHague Conventions, limiting requisitions to the profit of the armyof occupation, are directly opposed to it.

The constitutional right of all European countries, Germanyamong them is not less opposed to it. The most illustrious of your

hIsT'v . ! * "^ '""' *='"'^" *" ^''^'^ -^^ »'" f»<=»l«es and

nri„7l
" mT"," *" '^^' •"•'"P-"* """* '"?»«=* th«« "«ential

oThT:;:;v
""*"'" "''' '^~"' ''- ~""°'' ^'*^"-^
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BELGIUM
It cannot be diipnted that Belgian workmen deported bj Tirtae

of the meaaurei in question liberate proportionally German working
men, in giving them freedom to go and fight the brothers and the

sons of the workmen who have been carried away bj force. There
is an evident co-operation in the war against our country which
article Si of the Convention of The Hague prohibits in those very

terms.

That is not all.

The morning after the occupation of Antwerp hundreds and
thousands of our fellow-citiiens left their country and took refuge

in Holland, in the region situated along the frontier.

The most reassuring declarations were made to them by the

German authorities.

On October 9 General von Besseler, Commander-in-Chief of the

besieging army, submitted to the negotiators sent to Contich a

declaration stating "the disarmed gardet civiquei will not be con-

sidered 88 prisoners of war."

Under the same date Lieutenant-General von Schulti, called to

the commandment of the fortified place of Antwerp, had proclaimed

the following:

"The undersigned, commanding the fortified place of Antwerp,

declares that nothing is opposed to the retfirn of the inhabitants to

their homes.

"Not one nill be moleated,

"Ditarmed gardee civiquet can *ofeltf return,"

On October 16, 1914, Cardinal Mercier communicated to the

population a declaration signed by General von Huene, Military

Governor of Antwerp, in which the latter said in terminit, for the

purpose of publication:

"The young men need not fear to be sent to Germany, either to

be enrolled in the army or to be employed in forced labour."

A short time afterwards the eminent prelate of Belgium asked

Baron von der Golts, Governor-General in Belgium, to ratify for

the whole of the country, without limit of time, the guarantees which

General von Huene had given him for the province of Antwerp.

He tucceeded in doing to.

Finally, on October 18, 1914, the military authority of Antwerp

gave, under his signature, to the delegates of General van Terwisga,
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commuding the Dutch amy in the field, . declar.Uon confinning
not only that young men and disarmed garie, eiviquet could return
to Belgium and need not be troubled, but added besidei: "The
romour according to which the young Belgians will be sent into
Germany . . . u entir^ln without foundatum."

It is on the faith of these solemn and public declarations that
numberless citisens, nut only of Antwerp but of all parU of the
country, came back again across the frontier and returned to their
homes.

Now, these men who returned to Belgium after such formal
declarations will be sent to Germany, there to be obliged to per-
form this forced labour which they were promised they would never
be compelled to do.

Under these circumstances we believe we have the right to ask
that the measure taken be reported.

We add that the treaty of Contich stipulates formally that the
gardet civiquei will not be treated as prisoners of war. There can,
then, be no question of transporting them to Germany to receive a'

treatment still more rigorous.

The preamble of the ordinance which we are considering seems
to complain of the inaction of the working men, and invokes the
care for public order, and is troubled about the increasing charges
on public charity.

We may be permitted ^o remark to your Excellency that at the
time of the invasion of the German army there were in the country
considerable stocks of raw materials, of which the transformation
would have given work for a long time to numerous working men.
These stocks were taken away and transported to Germany. There
were factories completely fitted out with machinery which could
have worked for exportation into neutral countries. The machines
and tools and much else were taken away in great numbers and sent
to Germany.

To be sure, it has happened that our working men have refused
employment off-ered by the occupant because this aimed to aid the
occupant in his military enterprise; instead of high wages gained
at such a price, they preferred privations. But where is the patriot,
where is the man of heart, who would not have admired these work-
men for their dignity and their courage?
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BELGIUM
No one can reproach with inaction, then, onr working claatet, who

eede to no one in their lart of labour.

The ordinance inroliea beiidei a desire to estebliih good order,
and is preoccupied by the fear that numberless nnemployed will be
• charge on public charity.

The order has not been troubled.

As to charity, it is true that millions hare been dispensed in aid*
Ing the unemployed since the beginning of the war in Belgium.
But for that great effort of solidarity, nothing has been asked from
the German GoTemment, neither from the Belgian Treasury admin-
istered under your snrveyance and furnished by our taxes. Germany
need not worry about money that does not belong to her, and Your
Excellency is not unaware that it is not the public charity, but the
Comit* National which assures the budget of this work so necessary,
and that it will perform it in the future as it has done in the past.
None of the motives invoked to sustain the new policy appears

to OS as brinit well founded.

In the bisU y of war one will seek in vain during two centuries
a precedent, and in the wars of the BevoluUon and of the Empire,
or in those that afterwards desolated Europe, no one has ever
touched the sacred principle of individual liberty of peaceful and
inoffensive populations.

Where would one stop in this road if reasons of state should
Justify such a treatment? Even in colonies forced labour has dis-

appeared at the present time.

In consequence, we beg Your Excellency to take into considera-
tion the views which we have just submitted to him, and to return
to their homes those of our fellow-citisens who were deported to
Germany as a result of the order of November 2, 1916.

Lmxelles, le 18 novembre I916.
A Son Excellence Monsieur Brand Whitlock,
Envoy6 Extraordinaire et Ministre P16nipotentialre,

des Etats-Unis d'Am^rique.

MONSUUK LB MlNISTU:
Du fond de notre abtme de d^tress^, notre supplication s'flive

vers vous.

En nous adressant k vous, c'est k votre gouvemement, c'est, aussi,

aux femmes—noa soeurs—de la nation que vous repr£sentei parmi
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wlqiie nou denoBcon. I'telqae .bo. de force dont e.t rictin. notrenulhenrew people, una d^fenie.

^^
DepaU le dAnt de cette .twee guem, neo. .rone .Hl.t4top^utet, le eoear petd de. gUire. de toute. le. douleuM k

Z *'*';T*^
*«"•"" 1"' «"•» '•'» «cule, notre civilU.tlon .«..gei de 1. horde barbare.

Le erime qui m perpMre wtueUement .ou. ro. yeu,, Mon.leu, le
MlnUtre: „ou. vl«,„, ]. deportation de millier. dhomme. con-
tr.int. de tr.iralller en terre ennemie contre le. lnt<r«ti de leur
p^i, ce crime ne ..nrait trouver aucnn .emblant d'excuse dan. lanictuM de guerre car 11 con.titu« une violation par la force d'un
droit .acr< de la couMience humaine.

Poup quelque motif que ee Kit, U ne peut-«tre admi. que I'on
contreigne un citoyen k travailler directement ou indlrectement pour
1 enncmi eontre m. frire. qui combattent.
La CouTention de La Haye a conaacrj ce principe.
C'e.t cependant k cette ixtntaM monntntw, eontraire k la

morale et auz loi. intematlonale., que I'occupant accule le. millier.
dTiomme. qui d<jA, ontM deport*, en Allemagne et tou. ceuK qui.
demain, dubiront le m«me Mrt .i, du dehor., de I'Europe et dei
£tot.-Uni. neutrei, ne vient le leconra.

Ah! le. femme. de Belgique ont .u, die. au..i, accomplir leur
derolr A Iheure du danger: elle. n'ont pa. alTaibli par leur. larme.
le courage de. .oldaU de I'honneur. ValUamment, eUe. ont donn«
a leur patrie ceuz qu'elle. aimaient . . . C'e.t le ung de. mire,
qui coule aur le. champ, de bataille.

Aujourdhul, ceuz qu'on leur ravit ne partent pa. pour de. tiche.
glorieu.ea. Ce aont de. esclave. enchatne. qui, dan. un exil dipri-
mant, .ou. la menace de la faim, de la prison, de la mort k auront
a accomplir le plus vil travail: servir I'ennemi contre la patrie.
EUe. ne peuvent ae r^signer k laisaer a'accompUr cette abomina-

tion aasa faire entendre leur protestation.

EUea ne aongent pas k leur propre aouffrance, k leura tortures
moralea, k I'abandon et la misire dans lesquela eUea vont ae trouver
avec leura enfanta.

Elles voua parlent au nom dea droits imprescriptiblca de I'honneur
et de la conscience.

On a dit dea femmea qu'ellea sont "la toute puissance anppliante."
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BELGIUM
Now now onnea aatorii^n de eette panlfl, "MoMlerfr te

Mlntatre, poor tendrc aoa naiiM vm tom et adrcuer k rotrv mti
na raprAiae appcl.

Nona eip«roni qu'eti liMiit eet ligtm, tou eatiru A el»qa« mot
Uttre le coeur douloureux dei femiiiei de Belgique et troorerra daae
une Urge et humaine ijrnpathie dimperieui inoUfi dlnterrentlon.U TolontM anaalme de* peuplee ncutret, foergiqaemeat nprimie,
pent Hule contrebaUncer cclle de I'autoriti miliUire allemande.

Cette aide que lea nationa nentrea peurent. et par cona^ent
doivent leur pr«ter, aera-t-elle refua^ aux Belgea opprim^f .

Veulllea agreer. Moaaleur le Miniatre, Ihominage de notre eon-
aid^ration la plua diaUngnte.

BAaowiri C. Di Broqubtilui,
CoMTXMi Jkan di MiaoDi,
Maoami Vivti CHARLxa Obavz.

Pour I'Umon Patriotlque dea Femmet belgea, Jani Baioooi.
Pour le F^mioiame cbr^tien de Belgique, Lovu Vaw Din Plai.
Pour la FM^ration dea Femmea catboliquei, H. di Troox.
Pour I'AaaifUnce Discrete, Comtkmi di Oruitni.
Pour le SecreUriat g^n^ral dei SyndieaU Mminina chr^tiena de

Belgique, Victoui CAPPia.
Pour la Ligue Conatance Teichmann, M. Bamt.
Pour lea Arte de la Femme, M. Philippion.
Pour le Comptoir de I'Ouvre du Travail, C. Miiva Mali.
Pour la FM^ration naUonale des institutricea chr^tiennea de Bel-

gique, Oabriilli Fontaine.
Pour le Comity National dea Federations des Cerclea de Fermiires

de Belgique, Baronnc Rotsart dk Hirtaino.
Pour I'Union des Anciennes Elives de I'Ecole Normale de la VlUe

de Bruxelles, B. Lxtuns.
Pour la Ugue beige du Droit des Femmes, Marii Parent.
Pour le Comite des Dames patronnesses de la Ligue nationale beige

contre la Tuberci''oge, Comtessb John D'Oultrimont.
Pour les Femmes socialistes beiges, Maria Tillimonde.
Pour I'Alliance des Femmes contre I'Abus de I'Alcool, Boch.
Pour rUnion des Femmes beiges contre I'Alcoolisme, Laori Litox

Haoxbttr.

Pour la Ligue des Femmea chretiennes, Marquui du Chastilii.
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land • and represented a refined culture beyond the im-
agination of the power whose crueltieg it condemned.
Pow rOnyre dn patronagei de Jeunet FHIm, Baronns Heiimaiij»

Ol WoELMBMT.
Pour le "Boerlnenbond" Beige, M. Limaim.
Poor I'Enlr'Alde, ComM d'AidiUnce d'Ouvrei locUlei, ^f»«. Lio

EmiBiiA.

Pour le patronage "Reunions Amlcalei," Cumtkmi HitiNi Ooi-
LKT D'AlTIKLLA.

Ponr I'Union P«Mt-ScolaJre de I'Ecole Mavrnne C (fillci), L. E.
Carter.

Pour let Cerclei d'^tudei f^minines de Belgique, Mamirinr di
Boo.

Pour le Lyceum, Marthi Bokl oi Kcrciiovr dr Dhtirohbm.

'Bruuelt, November 18, 1916.
(TranslaUon:)

To Hh Excbllency Mr. Brand Wiiitlock,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plcnipot'-ntiarj

of the United States of America.

Mr. Minuter:

From the depth* of our well of misery our supplicationi rite to
yon.

In addressing ourselves to you we denounce to your Government,
as well as to the women of the nation which you represent in our
midst, our sisters, the criminal abuse of force of which our unhappy
and defenseless people is a victim.

Since the beginning of this atrocious war we have looked, Im-
potently and with our hearts torn with every sorrow, at terrible
events that put our civilisaUon back into the age of the barbarian
hordes.

Mr. Minister, the crime that is now being committed under your
eyes, the deportation of thousands of men compelled to work on
enemy soil against the interests of their country, can not find any
shadow of excuse on the ground of military necessity, for it con-
sUtutes a violation by force of a sacred right of human con-
science.
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BELGIUM
These protests themselves teU the whole story of the

shameless and wicked business, and I have given per-
iiaps, m dwelling so long on personal events of far less

Whatever be the moUve it can not be admitted that citlieu be
compelled to work directiy or indirectiy for the enemy againti their
brothers who are fighting.

The Convention of The Hague has consecrated this principle.
Nevertheless the occupying Power is forcing thousands of men

to this monstrous extremity which is contrary to morals and to in-
ternational law; these men who have already been taken to Germany
and those who to-morrow will undergo the same fate if, from the
outside, from Europe and from the United States, as neutrals, no
help is offered.

Oh
!

The Belgian women have also known how to carry on their
duty in the hour of danger; they have not weakened the courage
of the soldiers of honour by their tears; they have bravely given
to their country those whom they loved. The blood of mothers is
flowing on the battlefield.

Those who are taken away to-day do not go to carry on our
duty of glory They are slaves in chains, who, in a dark exile,
threatened by hmiger, prison, death, wiU be called upon to perform
the most odious work, service to the enemy against the naUve land.The mothers can not stand by while such an abomination is tak-
ing place without making heard their voices in protest
They are not thinking of their own sufferings, the .b«idomnent

and the misery in which they are to be placed with their children.They address you in the name of the inalterable right, of honourana conscience.

It is said that women are "all-powerful suppliants."

.IrjT **•

"'J''
°" °^ ^' ^'"^' ^'' Minister, to extendour h«.ds to you and to address to your country a last appeJ.We trust that in reading these lines you will feel at each wordthe unhappy heart-beats of the Belgian women and will find Zyour broad and human sympathy imperative reason, for interven-

tion.

The united will of the neutral peoples, energetically expressed,
alone cap counterbalance that of ti,e German autiiorities
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importance than the great tragedy to which they were
ancillary, some glimpses of what was going on in those

lend n^wm It be refu.ed to the oppressed Belgians*

CoUNTBg. Jeannb db Mkrodb,

T« !.- - * .V
BaHONISS C. DC BHOgciVILLl!,

PatrloUc Union of Belgian Women, J. Bwoont.
ChrisUM Fendnism of Belgium, L. tan d.n Plas.
Federation of Catholic Women, H. oi Thoob.
Discreet Charity, Countxss de Grunnb.
Christian Women's Union of Belgium, ofBce of General Secre-

toryj VlCTOIHB Cappbs.
League of Constance Teichmann, M. Babht.
Women's Arts, M. Philipson.
Office of Labour Charity, C. Mbbhs-Malb.
Federation of Cbristlan Governesses of Belgium, Gab»«llb Fon-

TAINB.

National Committee, Federation of Clubs of Farmers' Wives of
Belgium, Baroness Rotsart de Hbrtaino.

Union of former Normal School students of Brussels, B. Leysens.
Belgian League of Women's Righto, Mahib Parent.
Committee of Patron, of the National League of Belgium for the

Prevention of Tuberculosis, Countess John d'Oultre-
MONT.

Women Sodalisto of Belgium, M. Tilibmondb.
Women's Alliance against the Abuse of Alcohol, A. Booh
Union of Belgian Women against Alcoholism, Laura Lbvob

Hauzbur.
League of Christian Women, Marauisb du Chasteleh.
Committee of Aid of Social Charities, Madame Leo Errera.
"Friendly Meetings," Countess H4i,iNE Goblet d'Altiblla.
Graduate Union of tiie Middle Schools, L. E. Carter.
Clnba of Women Studento in Belgium, Madeleine de Roo,

Mabthe Boel db Kebchovb db Dbntbrqhbm.
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BELGIUM
obscure villages where the slave-gangs were plying their
hideous and heinous trade. We ourselves had had, in-
deed, only glimpses, for news, when it dealt with Ger-
man deeds, traveUed slowly and circumspectly in Bel-
gium m those days, and the details were long in reach-
ing us. They came in slowly, bit by bit, and even then
did not tell half of the dreadful story that some day
will be told in Belgium.
There lies before me as I write, a letter written in

Flemish by the sister of the cook in a certain home in
Brussels. The woman who penned this letter sent it.
as Its contents reveal, by stealth from her village in
Flanders, and the master of the house where its recipi-
ent cooked gave it me. I can not read it in the orig-
inal but It was translated for me, literally, word for
word, out of its poor faulty Flemish into French, and
from the French I have tried to put it into Engbsh,
as Lterally as may be, so that it might retain some
flavour of its original. To me it has aU the pathos that
IS part of the fate of the poor in all lands. It gives an
impression, however vague, of the sorrow and despair
that were in aU those little cots with the red tiles scat-
tered over Belgium. This is the letter

:

DiAa Sisna:
I write you th«e few lines to let you know that we are aU in

good health and hope you are the same. I have lots of news for
you but it is not very good. Without doubt you have already heard
that the young men who were on the Committee " have had to goaway to work but without knowing where. They say they must go
to work in Germany. Saturday Albert received his letter and
Frans of your brother Alois," also. You can imagine that it was

"Literally, as in English, i. e.. living on the Committee.
Nephew of the recipient
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think, 465 boy. from H.n.me alone, «,d Monday they .U hadto go o Temonde, «.d there they locked them up with 2 800

went away on the train, we think for Germany, but we don't know

ml Srir.;"^ "" '-^ *•» P^^*" "'^'' *=''>*"' -^ehThey

oJuttL L '/ ''^°' ' '^^'' ^^'^ P*^" «f -^J" "d lots

IT^ ^r "' *"""«'• *° "* ^°' *-» ^-y-- They had to

J^llZ^ ""f"* "^ ^"^^ "•' P"«^ *^ ^«'*- !-««* Sunday

Ttl^M ?
°°*

t"^
*" """*''"' *** •'"y '=^°«'"' *»d everything fa

aaked the Committee. They have not taken all the worker,, whether

tSTed fh
" ""*.^»/-'* •--• The aaddest of a 1 I, th

wen^tTr. 7 T"'^''*
'° ""''^ *» *•*• Alice and her fatherwent to Termonde for two day, with « little bread, but they conJdnot even get u to the Ly,. Everybody was there ;ith LS^ T^y-at .11 day long before the barrack,, but they could, not get the7r

v^^e^rl
;.'"'""'' :' *"' ^"™"'' .nd Vedne,d:y Ctgvery early they went back to Termonde and then they MveTk^l!

them in, but Alice and her father were not able to get verynJ b^aU the aame he got hi, package. Ju,t think what H wa, Jol 4«eat Termonde with aU tho,e people who could not see ^TWsThere are «ome who gave up their last mouthful of bread L^^Iihe money they had to give it to their children. So. dea" Sit^r I

« reply by D- G- who wiU give this letter to you, and
605
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BELGIUM
I hope that Madame received 107 other letter that I aent her a fort-
night ago.

Now my compliment* to Monsieur and Madame and to the
children of Alice and of ua all.

Your aiater,

LlOMTUIBa

This letter was written in the first days, when the
seizures were all in Flanders—remote, inaccessible, in-
communicado, governed by the whim of OhersU and
Feldtcebeh and Kreischeft. It began there, as I have
said; Hellfrisch had just made his declaration on
forced labour in the occupied territories in the Reichs-
tag, where it was received with docile acquiescence. I
remember how at the time I imagined what would hap-
pen if Mr. Lloyd George should arise in the House of
Commons, or Mr. Kitchin in the House of Congress,
and casually announce that the Government had de-
cided to seize men in their homes, deport them to an-
other land, and set them to work in mines and quar-
ries and factories I . . .

The declaration in the Reichstag was hardly made be-
fore the affichet were posted all over Flanders ordering
the men to report. The very next day the men were
sent away—"God knows where," said the man who
brought in the news. He came with the story of Alost.
There the men "capable of bearing arms"—nothing
was said there about ch&meurg—were summoned by
a^ch€ on Thursday, the twelfth of October, to present
themselves the following day. About seventeen hundred
men, between the ages of eighteen and thirty-five, were
assembled. They were examined by the Germans pre-
cisely as slaves would be examined in the slave mart,
their muscles pinched and tested, and about four hun-

606



DOCUMENTS IN EVIDENCE

^hnnH!'T '^T* examination eliminated aboutttree hundred more. The thousand who remained wereu^nson^ and the miUtary authorities by fo"e e^^^peUed the Burgomaster to announce to them that thevneed not fear, that they would be utilized o^y ft JorT«a the railways. The men were then released and t^dto ^ar on the sixteenth, bringing certain cL^et ^d

Uf these the married men were released, and the re-maimng about four hundred, were giveArpaper to^ The paper was in German, and the milLr^ r^!fused to translate it or to explain its contents^The

rr t^.T^' '"^"^'^ *° ^'«°' *"d were again locked

but two trams -^d with yomig men went away, and

tLlT^Xl " '^^« "^» Braban9om,e» Ik "deLieeuw van Vlaai^ueren."
Later we learned of their fate. The. i seized at

nragime. ^^ere they were set to work making a

in an unused factory building and as they were Jvenhttle to eat tiie French used to come and Low bfsTffood over the walls for the Belgians. Some of the

fZ^ZTfZ'^V 'V"' ^^'^"^y ^y ^- «f fromtwenty to fifty marks, and afterward they would place

were led when they went to their work. Despite the
607

4

ill!

'iii

'i

i\:

i

'f'



BELGIUM
prdiibition of the military authorities the Frendi con-
tinued to help the Belgians in many ways, and it was
due to their efforts that two young men from Alost,

brothers, twenty and twenty-two years of age, were
able to escape, and, making their way on foot, at last

to reach Brussels. They had made their escape one
day when aviators came to throw bombs on the rail-

way line they were building; the German guards ran
to cover, and the two Belgian boys seized the moment to

flee. They wore, hke all the other enslaved Belgians,
• yellow brassards to distinguish them from the French,
who wore red brassards, but some French men gave
them red brassards, and with these to avert suspicion

they escaped, lay ih hiding all day and at night set forth

on foot. They reached Brussels, as I have said, and
finally got back to Alost. They said that when they

were first seized they were asked to sign contracts to

work, which they refused to do. They were deprived

of their food but would not yield; then they were beaten

until they were black and blue all over, but they never

signed the contracts. The Germans tried to force one

Belgian of their party, who had refused to work, to take

up a pick; they tied his hands to the implement, but he

said though tiiey cut his hands off he would never

yield. This man had been so brutally treated that the

two boys thought he would never live to see Belgium

again. The Germans in speaking of the Belgians called

them Banditen or decht Folk.

The paper the men had been asked to sign was, no

doubt, an agreement to labour that would invest the

transaction with the innocent and legal aspect of a vol-

untary contract of employment. The Germans laid

great stress on this ccmtract in the earlier days of the
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press; they sought by threats, by cuffs, and blows of
gun stocks, to force the men to sign it, and frequently
tried hunger—indeed, did starve some of the men into
signing it—and exhibited the contracts afterward as
proof of the Belgian willingness to work. But later
this effort to make the transaction appear normal and
legal was abandoned, and the "contracts" were heard of
no more.

There seemed to be in those early days of the slavery
some regard for the appearances, and a resort to tricks
and subterfuges that resembled the stupid cunning of
maniacs. For instance, at Roulers, which was in the
Happen, when the Belgians, presenting themselves in
the customary way for control at the Meldeamt, showed
their cards of identity, the Germans seized and stamped
the cards, or the cards of such of the men as appeared
able to perform manual labour, with the words Frehcil-
Uge Arheiter, and having thus, after a German fashion,
transformed them into willing workers, they sent them
off to dig a fourth-line trench from Staden to Ostend.A man from Flanders told me that near the scene
where they laboured there was a large sign labelled
"FreiwHUge Arheiter."

The workmen living along the Roulers-Dixmude
railway line, which extends as far as Zarren, were al-
lowed to return to their homes every evening. They
went to and came from their place of work penned in
flat cars. They were exposed to all weathers, shivered
from the cold, were wet to the skin, and they made the
journey thus twice each day. "A cattle breeder, in
taking care of his livestock," said the man, "would not
permit them to travel under such conditions." 'At first
these workmen had been transported in closed cars, but
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BELGIUM

on the twentieth of December an afflche announced that

if they continued to deface the cars the military- author-

ities would be forced to have them transported in uncov-

ered cars. If they continued to deface the carsl But
there had been no complaint of their defacing cars; how
could c(Hnmon cattle cars be defaced? There it was
again, the subtle lie, the detestable trick, threatening as

punishment for something that had not been done some-

thing the Germans themselves wished to do, and the

next day the announced punishment was inflicted.

The factory where these men worked for the Grer-

mans was situated at a very short distance from the

Front. The men toiled there under the fire of the Al-
lied armies, and several of them were wounded. Under
these conditions it was evident that the work they per-

formed must have served for military purposes, and, in

fact, it was said that they were digging trenches. Those
who did not live along the tramway lines between
Sichem and Lichtervelde were allowed to return to

their homes only once a week, and sometimes only once

every fortnight. In the meantime they were lodged

in barracks where sanitary conveniences of even the

most elementary nature were entirely lacking.

Thursday, October twelfth, and Friday, the thir-

teenth, were sinister dates in the territory of East Flan-

ders, for the seizures were begun everywhere in those

days. Two thousand, some said twenty-five hundred,

men were locked up in the storehouse of the "La Linihre

GantcAse" a large flax-spinning factory at Ghent. The
men having refused to work for the Germans or to sign

the proff'ered contract, were held there by German
troops, and the selection was made after a most cursory

examination. They were not all of them unemployed
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workmen

;
some of them were clerks or small tradesmen.

They were kept imprisoned, huddled together in an
insufficient space, with no sanitary arrangements, no
place to sleep except the bare and crowded floor, with
httle or nothing to eat; once a day they were taken out
of doors for exercise under a heavy military guard. All
the while, by means of threats and every manner of
intimidation, the Germans tried to extort from them,
if not their signatures to thfe contract, their oral con-
sent to work. Finally they were shipped off to Ger-
many, and they, too, went singing "la Brabantyonne" and
de Lee-'w van Vlaanderen." «

The shops of Van den Kerkhove were "requisitioned,"
the directors having declined to permit their plant to
work for the Germans. Then the Germans instaUed
German foremen, but the men refused to work under
them, or to work for the Germans at aU. Then, as a
German improvement on the old system of the lock-
out, they were locked up and given no food, in order
to force them to work for their conquerors. They were
closely guarded, but out of the factory windows they
used to drop notes which their friends picked up and
so learned of their sufferings.

At the old city of Bruges, which, like Ghent, was in
the itape, the effort to induce the labourers to work for
the Germans was made in a somewhat diflferent fash-
ion. Toward the end of September the German au-
thorities ordered the city of Bruges to provide four
hundred workmen, in groups of one hundred, "for em-
ployment on the West Front." The Burgomaster,
Count Vizart, and his colleagues in the municipal ad-
mmistration, replied in the proud spirit of the old free
city, saying that it was for the workmen themselves to
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BELGIUM

decide whether they would work for the Germani or

not; as for the city fathers, they would neither provide

the labourers nor give their names to the German au-

thorities. The German Kommandant then asked, or

perhaps ordered the Burgomaster and the aldermen to

appear at his home. They went, and the Kommandant
laid down the law ; the Germans were masters in Bruges,

he said, and as masters they had the right to dictate or-

ders, and the orders were not to be discussed, but to be

obeyed.

But it was not in the traditions of Bruges for the

municipal authorities to take orders from any one; the

whole history of the proud old city had been one long

defiance by Burgonlaster and aldermen of some trucu-

lent overlord. The Burgomaster and the aldermen per-

sisted in their refusal, and the Kcmunandant informed

them that they were dismissed from ofilce; they were

to return to their houses and remain there, considering

themselves under arrest, and the city of Bruges was
to be fined one hundred thousand marks for each day's

delay in providing the workmen. The Kommandant,
in the Grerman municipal way, had a professional mayor
ready. Lieutenant Rogge, a German officer who in time

of peace discharged the functions of Burgomaster of

Schwerin, and he was detailed as Burgomaster of

Bruges.

The Grermans then demanded the lists of the chd-

meura, but M. Henri van Vaillie, who was director of the

municipal service for the aid of the unemployed, refused

to give the lists without the authorization of the Comity

National at Brussels. And so he, too, was arrested at

his home and put in priscm,' whence the Grermans took

him to the employment bureau, seized the books and
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took him back to prison where, without trial, he wai
condemned to remain for twenty-eight days and to pay
a fine of three thousand marks, or, in default, to spend
twenty-eight days longer in prison.

The polizei were then sent to summon the chdmeun
whose names were on the lists. Workmen, or men who
appeared capable of working, were seized indiscrimi-
nately in the streets and at the Meldeamt, where aU
men between the ages of sixteen and forty-five were
compelled to report at intervals. As rapidly as groups
of one hundred men were assembled they were put un-
der guard, conducted to the barracks, and on the fol-
lowing day shipped off in the tramway toward Meer-
beek, near the Dutch frontier. All along the way
weeping women gathered in crowds until German sol-
diers dispersed them. The Germans were constructing
trenches just then along the Dutch border, in fear, it

was supposed, of a British invasion from that direc-
tion. The men refusing to work in these trenches were
mjprisoned in a large building and told that those who
would not work could not eat. Some of the men, after
two days without food, surrendered; others held out
longer. The same thing occurred in all the communes
near Bruges.

Burgomaster Rogge, however, notwithstanding the
fact that he was a professional mayor, did not achieve
a very successful administration of the municipal af-
fairs of Bruges; it was not the same thing to govern a
Belgian population as to govern a German population,
which does as it is told to do. Like some other cities
I might mention, Belgian cities are not so easily gov-
erned, and after a week the imported professional
burgomaster gave up, the Bruges municipal authori-
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BELGIUM

ties were recalled to their poiti—and the city con-

demned to pay a fine of four hundred thouaand marka.

M. van Caillie was kept in prism until the end of

hi* term ; he was treated with all severity, not even per-

mitted to receive visits from his wife and children, and
when he had completed the sentence he was fined three

hundred marks. '

M. Charles Serweytens, formerly president of the

commercial court at Bruges, and honorary consul for

Norway, hod expressed publicly the opinion that it was
contrary to intematiwial law to force the people to

give up their brass and copper utensils—as they were
compelled to do all' over Belgium—and though he was
sixty-five years of age and ill, he was sent off to prison

in Germany.

About October first the authorities of the city of

Toumai, in the province of Hainaut, and the authori-

ties in each of the ninety-one communes in the district

known as the Toumaisis, received an identical order

to tur(i over the lists of chdmeurg. They all refused.

General Hopffer, the 6tappen commander, then de-

manded of each commune its electoral list, and used

this list, together with the records of the Meldeamt, to

"requisition" all labourers, whether employed or not.

On October eleventh General Hopffer in an affiche an-

nounced that these men had been deported." These
were about eight hundred of them. On the twenty-second

** This U the a;^cAe:

ATI!

M«lgr£ mea ordrei et les advertissements r^it^r^s concernant

lea suites en case de d^sob^issance, les ouvriers demandes par

I'autoriti allemande n'ont pas ^t^ mis k ma disposition. Pour cette

raison tin nombre d'onvriers de Toumai et de Templeuve ayant

«14



DOCUMENTS IN EVIDENCE
of October, because of the attitude of the municipal au-
thorities of Tournai. General Hopffer issued another
order commanding the inhabitants of the city to remain
mdoors from six o'clock in the evening to seven o'clockm the morning." The following day General Hopffer

refu.^ k tr.r.lllcr, .in.i que l^chevln Wlb.ul de Tourn.I fur^
truiport^. .ujoufd hul en Allemagne.
En CM de rtddlre, d'.utre. tr«i.port. et d'.ulre, me.ure.

•eront ordonn^s.

HoprrcR,
GencMl-nujor und EUppenkommandant.

Tournai, le 11 octobre 1010.

(Tranilation:)

KOTica

In spite of my orders and the repeated notice, concerning thecon^uence. In ca« of dl«,bedlence, the worlimen demanded by
the German authorltie. have not been placed nt their disposal.

^Z^lT 7"*T " """'*' "' *"'"""' "' "T""""' "d Templeuvewho had refuaed to work, together with the alderman Wib.ut. ofToomal, were «ent to Gennanv to-day.
In caae of ob.tin.ey other, will be .ent to Germany and othermeaiurea adopted.

"mcr

Toumal, ll October, 1916.

HOPPPER,
General-major und Etappenkommandant

» Thl. i. the offlche:

ATI.

A cau.e de ['attitude dc.ob^i.,ante de 1. viUe de Tournai, prouv^

loumai-i part d autre*, mesures qui .eront pri.c,-de quitter le,

cecl dabord ju.quau dimanche 20 courant y compri. Le,m.ga.in., ctaminet, et cindmas sent k fermer k heure. du «,!,

-gent, de police et garde.-champctres, au personnel de, chemin. deler vicinanx, de, usines a tlectricile et a gaa.
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BELGIUM

was out in another affiche levying a fine of two hundred

thousand marks on the city of Toumai for the failure

of its authorities to hand over the lists of unemployed,

and a further fine of twenty thousand marks daily was

exacted until the lists were surrendered.**

Des civiU venoa d'en dehors de Toumai doivent quitter la TiUe

avant 6 beores da soir.

HopvnR,
General-major und Etappenkommandant.

Tonmai, le S2 octobre 1910.

(Translation:)
NOTICK

On account of tbe disobedient attitude of the town of Toumai,

as evidenced by its communal administration, the inhabitants of

Tonmai (except in the case of other measures being taken) are

forbidden to leave their houses from 6 o'clock in the evening to

7 o'clock in the morning, until and including Sunday the 80th in-

stant. Shops, caf6s, and cinemas must be closed at 6 P. M.

These measures are not applicable to men employed on bridges,

to policemen and forest guards, to the employees of the ehefiiini de

fer vicinaux, of the electric and gas plants.

Civilians from outside of Toumai must leave the town before

6 P.M. „Hoprm,
General-major und Etappenkommandant.

Toumai, SS October, 1916.

<« This is the afche:

ATIi

Pour le fefus de L'Administration de la Ville de soumettre les

listes de cbdmeurs. Monsieur le Giairal Commandant rarm6e a

inflig^ k la Ville de Toumai une contribution de. 800,000 marks,

payable en six jours k partir d'aujourd'hui, en ordonnant £gale-

ment que la ville payera en outre joumellement la somme de

80,000 marks jusqu'lk I'^poque, oh les listes ordonn^es se trouveront

entre mes mains—ceci d'abord jusqn'au le 81 decembre 1016.

HoprrxR,

General-major und Etappenkommandant.

Toumai, le 88 octobre 1016.
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Nor was this all; all the communes under the Kom-

mandantur of the Stape of Tournai were notified that
they were to be held responsible for the preservation in

good conditi(m of the railways within their territory;

if any damage were done, and the guilty not denounced
to the German military authorities within twenty-four
hours, the Mayor of the commune and three prominent
citizens would be arrested, joined to a band of work-
men or taken to Germany; and at all events, whether
the guilty were discovered or not, a fine would be col-

lected from the commune and the inhabitants be held
responsible for its pajrment in kind from their prop-
erties."

(Translation:)

KOTICK

On account of the refusal of the communal authorities of the
town of Tournai to submit the list of unemployed, the commanding
general has inflicted a fine of 200,000 marks payable in six days, and
also orders the town to pay 20,000 marks daily until the list shall
have been submitted to me—to begin with, until the Slst October.
1916.

HOPFFIB,
General-major und Etappenkommandant.

Tournai, »8 October, 1916.

"This was the notification:

AVIS

Objit: Chimins dc Fib
Etappenkommandantur, Tournai,

le 17 octobre 1016.
A TOUTIS LBS COKIICNBS:

Les communes sont responsables de la conservation en bon *tat
du chemin de fer se trouvant sur leur territoire. Le chef de la

commune a le devoir d'appeler specialement I'attention de tons les

habitants sur ce que la voie ferr^ est, dans leur propre int^rdt,
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BELGIUM
The municipal authorities and the aldermen of the

city of Ath announced to the public by placards that,

.
I'objet le plua a prot^ger et que tout dommage entrainera les suites
les plus graves.

Dans les ces oh nn tel fait se produirait et que le malfaitenr
ne serait pas design^ k I'autorit^ milltaire comp^tente dans les S*
heures, le Bourgmestre ct trois notables de la commune snr le

territoire de laquelles I'incident aurait eu lieu seront arret^s. lis

seront mis dans une compagnie d'ouvriers ou transports en Alle-
magne. Si la negligence ou la complicity da Bourgmestre *tait

constat^, une pnnition des plus rigoureuses sera prononc^ im-
mediatement L'auteur|sera jug6 d'apres les lois de la guerre.

Dans tons les cas, soit-il que I'auteur soit trouv£ ou non, une
amende sera infligee a la commune. Les habitants d'une commune
r^pondront sur levrs biens des amendes inflig^es k la commune.

' HOPFFIB,
General-major und Etappenkommaudant.

(Translation:)
NOTICE

Subject: Railroads.

Etappenkommandant, Tonnui,

October I7> 1916.

To All CoififvNKs:

The communes are made responsible for the safeguarding of the

railroads in their territories. The head of the commune most call

the particular attention of the inhabitants to the fact that it is to

their own best interest to protect the railroad and that any damage
done will bring about most serious consequences.

In the case of any such damage being committed, and of the
person who commits it not being handed over to the proper military
authorities within twenty-four hours, the Mayor and three well-

known people of the commune in whose territory the act shall have
been committed will be arrested. They will be placed with a group
of workmen or sent to Germany. If the Mayor should be convicted
of negligence or complicity the most severe punishment will be in-

flicted immediately. The author will be judged according to mili-

tary law.

In any case,' whether the author be discovered or not, a fin? will

61S



DOCUMENTS IN EVIDENCE
by order of the German authorities, the local authorities
were directed to draw up and hand to the Germans a
list of all unemployed in Ath; that those would be con-
sidered as unemployed who received any kind of aid
from the public charity, and that by the words public
charity was meant the aid offered by the Comite de
Secours (Commission for Relief). This notice repro-
duced textually the terms of an order that had been
sent by the Germans to the municipal authorities of the
city of Ath."

be inflicted on the commune and the inhabitants will be responsible
for the payment of the fine from their properties.

HOPFFER,
General-major und Etappenkommandant

"VILLE DATH
ATIS IMPORTANT

Le CoUige des Bourgmestre el fichevins de la ViUe d'Ath, prote
k la connaissance de ses concitoyens, que par ordre de I'anthorit*
militaire allemande, il doit dresser et lui remettre une liste de tous
les chomeurs d'Ath (hommes), comprenant nom de famille, prenom,
date de naissance, nationality, profession on metier.

A cette fin les inscriptions seront rcfues a I'hdtel de ville de
lundi 23 octobre, dans I'ordre suivant:

De & 10 heures. Les personnes dont les noms commencent
par les lettres A, B, et C.

Les personnes dont les noms commencent
par les lettre D.

Les personnes dont les noms commencent
par les lettres E, F, G, H, I, J, K.

Les personnes dont les noms conunencent

par les lettres L, M, et N.

Les personnes dont les noms commencent
par les lettres O, P, Q, R, S.

Les personnes dont les noms commencent
par les lettres T, U, V, W, X, Y, et Z.
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BELGIUM

Mr. Pate, the representative of the C.R.B. at Tour-
nai, gave me a copy of a newspaper, I'Avenir^ published

at Toumai, which contained a notice which the authori-

Sont considir^s comme chdmeurs, tontes let penonnea qui

TC^oiveiit un soutien qnelconque dea sontiens publici. Par aoatien

public on entend atuai le coutien de la Commiaaion for Belief in

Belgium (Comity National de Secoura).

Chaqne changement dana la situation dea chAmeura devra h

I'avenir £tre d^lar6 k I'HAtel de Ville, le vendredi de chaque

semaine, avant midi.

Lea Bourgmestre et £chevins,

Le Secretaire (Signi) O. Outkrlkacx.

(Signi) J. Dkoauqiius.

Ath, le SI octobre 1910.

(Tranalation:)

TOWN OF ATH
IMPORTANT NOTICE

The municipal authorities inform their fellow-citiiens that by

order of the military authorities they must prepare and submit a

list of all the unemployed men of Ath, including surname^ Christian

name, date of birth, nationality, profession or trade.

To thia end registrations will be received at the Town Hall Mon-

day, October 88, in the following order:

9-10 o'clock. Persons whose names begin with the letter A, B,

and C.

10-11 " Persons whose names begin with the letter D.

11-lS " Persons whose names begin with the letters E, F,

G, H, I, J, and K.

IS- I " Persons whose names begin with the letters L, M,
and N.

8-4 " Persons whose names begin with the letters O, P, Q,

B, and S.

4* " Persons whose names begin with the letters T, U, V,

W, X, Y, and Z.

Every person who receives any assistance from the public chari-

ties will be considered as unemployed. Assistance given by the

Coounission for Relief is also considered as public charity.
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ties of Tournni were compelled by the German military
to publish at the time the workmen were seized." The

Any change in the aitnation of the onemployed must in the
future be declared at the Town HaU on Friday of each week before
noon.

Ath, SI Octoler, 1916.

For the Mayor and Aldermen,

-« e X
(Signed) O. Ovtuliavz.

The Secretary,

(Signed) J. Dioaoquim.

IT Avn

Porordre de Monrieur le Major-Commandant D'ttape h Antoina
(»» 1694 en date du 20 octobre 1016).
Le bureau de travail est ouvert au Secretariat communal tous les

jours entre 10 heures et midi A rexcepUon de. dimanches et jours
de fete.

'

II est demand^ aux ouvriers et ouvriires ag^s de 17 i 46 ans
de se faire inscrire sur les listes qui seront d^pos^es dans ce
bureau.

Les salaires accord^ sont fix^s comme suit:

(a) Pour les onvriers de m6Uer qui ont plus de 18 ana, par jour,
4 fr. ao, par heure suppl^mentaire fr. 43.

(6) Pour les autres ouvriers, par jour 8 fr. SO, par heure sup-
pl6mentaire fr. Si.

Aux ouvriers qui n'ont pas. encore 18 ans, U sera accord^ le
mfime salaire pourvu qu'ils foumissent un travail corrcspondant.
La durfe du travail est de 10 heures y compris les heures de

repas.

Les ouvriers doivent se nourrir k leur frais.

L'autorite allemande signale qu'on pourra forcer le civil au
travail s'il n'y a pas asses d'ouvriers volontaires, par exemple pour
les travaux dans les usines, dans les scieries, dans les ateliers, dans
les fermes pour les travaux des champs, pour la construction des
chemins de fer et des routes.

On ne forcera jamais la population k faire des travaux expos^
au fen continu.
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BELGIUM

notice shows that the men were to be employed on work

of a military character, which of course is quite can-

MUVBU COIBCITITM

En CSS de refus de travail il lera prononc^ omtre chaque per-

onne qui refuiera le travail des peines d'amende et de prison, de

placement dans un bataillon d'ouvriers civils d'arrit avec nourriture

riduite.

La commune poorra anssi iin ponie soit par la limitation du

commerce, I'imposition des taxes d'amende, etc.

II est fait remarquer anx bourgmestres qu'il est de leur int^rit

et de celui de la commune que les listes des ouvriers soient finies le

plus vite possible. ^
Le Bonrgmestre,

(Signi) BoDSiN,
' Pr6sident dn Bureau do travaiL

(Translatioi:)

KOTICS

By order of the Commanding Mayor of the itape of Antoing

{No. 1694, dated October iOth, 1916.)

The office of the communal secretary of Labour is open between

ten and twelve o'clock with the exception of Sundays and holidays.

Labourers, male and female, between the ages of seventeen and

forty-six years are asked to enter their names in the lists which are

placed in this office for that purpose.

The wages which will be paid are as follows:

(a) For labourers who are over eighteen years of age and

who have a trade, Fr. 4.50 per day, Fr. 0.43 per hour for each hour

overtime.

(6) For other labourers Fr. 8.30 per day, Fr. 0.33 for each sup-

plementary hour.

Workmen under eighteen years of age will be paid the same

wages if they can do a corresponding amount of work.

The working day consists of ten hours including meal-time.

The workmen must feed themselves.

The German authorities announce that the civil population may

be forced to work if there are not enough volunteers to work in
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towy to the engagements taken by the Powers in theConventions of The Hague.
The whole region of the Tournaisis was in rage, ter-

^d'^te, ?^T«»-«'-e being constantly s;i^edMd aU the while trains were passing fiUed with thosewho, during the stops at the station, told the Tour-

fT^T f?.?
\'^''' *^^y ^'^^ ^°™« ^^o'n the two

m^nvT**?^"* *^'^ ^"'^ ^^« ^^'"^ not to Ger-many, but to France. Under the constant and exces-

Tt^u:::^"'"
°' '''""''^ "°P^^' *^^ ^'*y -tho^'^s

notZT Tr " * """^ *^^** P^*'°»5 they would

to tu™1 u' "trr* f^ *^^y ^"^^ "°* ^hieh way

t^ of1 •'' *^* ^"^^^ ^^^ **>* fi"^* tl^^t were thepenalty of their resistance. They could only refuseagain to surrender the lists and formally notify their

St'' *^rT **^^y ""'^ "° :norJmoneySwhch to pay the tribute he so mercilessly exacted^ Buteven their firm position could not protect their citizens;

to conatrnct highways and railroads.
The population will never be forced to do «,y work where theywill be exposed to unintermpted fire.

^

COUPtrUORT MKASORXS

m.rr'L"^'"'f
*** ""•* ^" '^ P""*'''^'* »'y fi°«> by ln.p,i,on-

.Tlt "* "'"'=' "" - ^"^^ ''^ ^"''-° -^th'reduceSZ
J«e:i:;xT«nt et;-"^'''^'

"^" ^^ "--« ^--
inJrtttTr

"' "'"?•' *•"* '* " '" *'>-' '»*""* «d in the

Tnt ;l:s^::'°"""'
""* ^^^'^ "»*• -^ -"^^ «- ^u^ishedt

The Mayor,
President of Bureau of Labour,

(Signed) Bovzis.
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the lists seemed to be more a matter of pride than of

necessity to the Germans, for the seizures went on un-

interruptedly, the press-gangs were busily at work. Mr.

Pate told me that by the fourth of November twenty-

five thousand men had been taken. They were ordered

first to work at Ramegnies-Chin, near Toumai, where an

aviation field was being constructed, and when they re-

fused they were sent toward the Front in France and

there they were left without food. Hunger, indeed, was

a weapon constantly employed. The Germans took a

hundred and fifty French workmen to work on that

aviation field at Ramegnies-Chin—a terrible phice, by

all accounts—and starved them into accepting the con-

ditions they imposed.1 And even then the Germans gave

them only a half ration, and the Belgians in the village

took pity «i the French and shared their own scanty

provisions with them. There were five hundred French

prisoners in the village of Blandin who also refused to

work, and they were subjected to similar tortures.

Mkmi
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Theee was always a mystery about that dark region
of whicb we spoke as the itape; the word had come to
have an evil connotation far removed from its ordinary
significance. We heard of what was going on behind
that tragic veil only from the gossip and the rumours
the delegates of the C.R.B. brought to town 'on their
weekly visits to headquarters in the Rue des Colonies.
My own impression of the slave drive going on there
was vague; all I knew was that workmen, intelligent,
alive, full of wit and humour, and hope and ambition,
precisely like the men in those crowds at home to whom
I had so often made political speeches, were being seized,
herded together like animals, imprisoned in vile corrals,
pawed and picked over and man-handled like beasts in
the market-place, and that then they disappeared in
swiftly passing trains, in the darkness and cold of the
night, singing "la Braban^onne" and the "Lion of Flan-
ders," dropping letters now and then for some chance
compatriot to pick up by the wayside. Now and then
men who had somehow crossed the line between Stape
and occupatioTugebiet would bring in the rumours that
were whispered in all that region where the hideous ter-
ror spread. At Lauase, and in the country round, it was
said that Belgians had been seen working in the trenches

;

at Monsville and at Roisin even the station-masters
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BELGIUM

were taken. In the communet of the canton of Frame
the men to be deported had been selected at random.
At Jemappes the entire male population was summoned
to appear by means of affichet and the Germans took

indiscriminately clerks, workmen, students and mer-
chants. The men from Flanders and the district of

Toumai were sent toward France, the men from Re-
naix were sent to Mortagne, in France; those from
Wiers to Lequesnoy. Boatmen taking macadam to the

north of France said that they had seen Belgians there

employed in discharging the macadam. In order to

obtain the signatures of these men to contracts the Ger-
mans had told them that they would be sent away im-

mediately if they refused to sign, but that if they ac-

cepted the conditi(»s they would be given several days'

respite.

Then, we felt the hideous thing draw nearer; the

slavers had crossed the line, they were plying their trade

in the occupaiiorugebiet Early in November they were

operating in the Hainaut. On the sixth of that

month they were seizing men at Lessines. There was
no longer any pretense of confining the seizures to

ch4meur»; the Germans took not only boys, if they

were big and strcmg, but men over sixty years of age.

The greater number of the men were workers from the

quarries, but even the clerks in banks and counting-

rooms were seized. The chief clerk at the station, and
his brother, both railway workmen, were deported. The
town was first siurounded by troops, and the business of

choosing the men for deportation took* place in the

school. From the school they were taken directly to

the trains which were to bear them away. The number
of men taken from Lessines, not including those taken
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from the near-by communet, was over two thousand.
The affiche of which the following ia the text, was posted
on the walls of the town and every man. including
pnests and dvil authorities, had to present himself:

ou>u
Pm ordre de Moniieur le Oonrernear O^n^ral tous lea habitant*

nules de la Commune de Les.ines ayaot pas.e la 17« annie derront
•e prewnter le 6 norembre 1916 k 8 heure. du matin k l&ole du
camp Milon.

Se munir des certificats d'idenUt< et det cartes de control. Le.
personnel qui ne donnerci^i paa inite a cet ordre derront I'attendre
a one punltion lerire.

MoNi, le 84 octobre 1016.

(Suivent let tignateurt.)

(TrantlaUoo:)

oanm
By order of the OoTemor-General all the male inhabitant* of the

commune of Lestinea who have paated the age of leventeen mart
present themselves on November 6, at eight o'clock in the morning,
at the school of Camp Milon.

Each must be snppUed with a card of identity and a card of
control. Those who do not obey this decree are liable to severe

Moms, October S4, 1916.

(Signoturet,)

Mr. Gregory, the director of the C.R.B., had at once
organized a service by which the men sent away were
given what comforts were possible under the circum-
stances; the Americans distributed blankets, clothing,
caps and mittens, and enough food to last for several
days. The delegates were instructed to be present and
to render any service they could, and Mr. Tuck and
Mr. Gade, delegates of the C.R.B. in the province of
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BELGIUM

Hainaut, went over to the commune of St-Ghitlain on

the morning of October twenty-ninth to witneM the w-

lectims, to prevent the seisure of the employee! of the

C.N. and the C.R.B., and to diitribute food to those who

were deported. They came back tick with horror and full

of rage at the medieval barbarities they had witnessed,

so much so that after what he saw Mr. Tuck resigned

from the Commission, left Belgium, and entered the

British Army to fight against such cruelty and oppres-

sion.

About two thousand men summoned from all the

neighboring communes had been assembled at St.-Ghis-

lain. The women had followed them in tears, and at

the point where the selections were made lines of sol-

diers kept the women l>ack by their bayonets. No ef-

fort was made to distinguish ch6meur»; indeed, the Ger-

mans did quite the reverse, showing a decided prefer-

ence for men then employed as carpenters and black-

smiths. The men chosen were not allowed even to speak

to their wives or waiting families, (mly a despairing

glance of farewell, a wave of the hand to the women
sobbing and wringing their hands there in the cold,

while the indifferent soldiers in grey kept them back

with their bayonets. Then through lines of soldiers

the men were marched off to the Icmg line of frei^t

cars waiting on the siding.

The following day, the seventh of November, it was

the turn of the men of Jurbise; the selections were made

by employing that formula which was so much like the

cruel chance of a blind fate: "reckt, Unk$" the officer

cried, and the men passed either to the right or to the

left, to freedom or to bondage. No account was taken

of their condition or of the condition of their families or
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dqiendents; no effort was made to ascertain whether
or not the men were chdmeun; they were asked no ques-
tions. Farmers were seiied even when they had no one
to take their places in the fields, and some of the men
left young children or wives alone at home.
At Qui^vrain, on the twenty-sixth of Octobef, the men

were convoked with those of the linnues of Thulin.
EloQges, Baisieux, Hensies am! M( u. -i' ^ ir-IT.iine.

All male persons above the apo tf st- tnfeoii hnu een
ordered to present themselves, iho c v i,,) obey..! > ^re
huddled in the inner courtycrd ot tlie boy^ \.i(K!le h \x)1
and kept waiting there for h. :rs in ; t >1J r ip -.-.xA wind,
and most of them had t.r^nght no extra ciotliing.

Priests, school teachers and iii^jtractn.-i, emriloyees of
the communes, policemen, postmei), customs oi.'iii.ils and
the employees of the C.N. and th«; ( r^ 5<. were called
first and liberated without difiiculty, as were a num-
ber of the sick and aged, though old men were hustled
about with the usual brutality. The witness who de-
scribed it was unable to determine by what factor the
choice was made; it had no relation to chdmage, for
many were then and always had been employed; farm-
ers, students, the manager of a factory, and others whom
he Imew, were seized. All day long a train had been
waiting at the station, and during the afternoon, in their
separate groups, the men thus impressed were marched
off to the cattle cars.

The press-gang operated at Ninove on the eighth of
November, and I had the story from a man who lived
there. Those who had not presented themselves in re-
sponse to the summons were dragged out of their beds
at night; even the sick were not spared. A man, the
father of three children, who was ill, had to get up, go

629

,' i I

if

;•:(

>!

•

h
V



BELGIUM
down into the street and go off with the soldiers. They
were all taken to Albst, crowded in a shed used to dry
hops; there were four hundred and sixty-seven of
them. Each of them had a couch of straw 2 inches thick

and a space 2 meters long hy 55 centimeters wide

—

that woufd be about 7 feet by 7 feet. In this space
they had to eat and to sleep and to receive any-
body who came by chance to see them. Each of these

beds, said the man, "gave the spectacle of a drama im-
possible to describe." There was a young man who had
been lying there ill for two days in a violent crisis of
asthma; he had been cared for by a charitable woman
of the town, but now he had no medical care. For two
days he had been imploring air—asthma, with four hun-
dred and sixty-seven men crowded in a hop-drier I The
man saw him lying there gasping horribly, and went
out to see the German Kommandant. The Komman-
dant merely remarked that the military doctor was doing
his duty. At five o'clock that evening the man went
back to see the sick man and found that he had not yet
received the visit of any doctor. A few days later the
man with the asthma died.

While he was talking with the Kommandant during
the morning visit, the Kommandant asked my informant
to taste the soup. The first kettle that was shown him
contained a soup made of rice, which he tasted and
found very good, "foH bonne." The second kettle con-
tained a soup made of turnip-cabbages, chaux-ravea.
The T^ommandant said that the first soup was for the
Belgians, and that the second was for the Crerman sol-

diers, who called it deUkatette. When he went back in

the evening the Belgians told him, however, that the

delikatetse was given to them, and the rice soup to the
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Germans. The Belgians asked him to make no fur-
ther efforts to have them set free; they said that it was
useless and they preferred instead that he ask that au-^
thonzation be given immediately for them to go to their
destmation, for if they were compelled to stay three
days longer crouching in that hop-drier they would aU
die of sickness and of privation.

The mayors of the provinces of Namur and of Lim-
bourg received from the Gennan authorities a circular
letter of the foUowing text:

Mb. Mayor,

You are requcted to .ubmit before October 24, three ac-
curate UsU of unemployed and men out of work to the German
Kommandant having juri«diction over your commune.

In these lists should be given all men receiving any kind of re-
lief, payment from the commune, the province, the Belgian Govern-
ment, etc., or from the Comit* National—Committee of Relief
The most rigorous measures will be taken against you personally

In the event that the Usts are not transmitted to the German Kom-
mandant on time, or are submitted incompletely prepared, either
through carelessness or ill intention.

The Mayor of Maeseyck, in the province of Lim-
bourg, was ordered by the German authorities to^ve
a hst of the unemployed registered at the Meldeamt.
He replied that he had no such list, and referred the
Germans to the president of the local relief committee
one of the branches of the Comite National an-
swered that the committee could not furnish such lists
imtil after consultation with the Patron Ministers of
the Comity National. The representatives of the Ger-
man authorities replied th..t if the lists were not imme-
diately handed over he would proceed to make arrests
and in the presence of this threat the lists of unemployed
inscribed at the Meldeamt were delivered.
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I

In the communes of Quevaucamps, Grandglise,

Blaton, Beloeil and Ath, in the Hainaut, the Greimans
demanded of the mayors the lists of unemployed of

their localities, ordering that they be grouped in four

categories, according to their trades. The mayors ap-

plied to the local committees of the Comit6 National

to wcure theae lists, but these committees uniformly re-

fused to give them.

The same thing was going on in the district of Cour-
trai. There the German authorities had asked the

burgomasters to furnish the lists of unemployed; the

burgomasters in general refused to give any informa-

tion whatsoever. In some cases the German authori-

ties took the lists by force, in others the committees were
not mokfted. A thousand men, scrnie already employed
and othen imonployed, were seized and deported. The
men were ordered to take with them clothing and ef-

fects amounting to the value of two hundred francs,

and were promised a wage of thirty pfennings a day.
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I HAVE told these stories, selected almost at random
from the mass that were related at the Legation, as
nearly as possible as they were told to me, even with
the occasional repetitions they may imply. They were
told badly, with no effort at effect, and I have no doubt
that the reader will have experienced, as I have expe-
rienced in reading them over again, a certain disap-
pointment, or if not that, a vague regret that there were
not more details. But to tell a story with details, to
reproduce a tragic scene in all its poignancy, requires
a rare talent that was wholly beyond the powers of
those who related these incidents ; they told them in quite
a matter of fact, prosaic way, without the embellishment
of conscious art. And I myself, in those dark and terri-
ble days, had heard too many tales of suffering to have
any more the courage to intensify their reality by draw-
ing out their narrators with questions. To confess the
fact, I used to try to harden my own heart, to keep down
my emotions, to say ch&meurs instead of men, "deporta-
tion" instead of slavery, and oftentimes, I fear, to seek
to have done with it as quickly as possible, else I should
not have been able to get through the days that were
made so much harder by the appeals that implied the
faith that I could stop it all if I would.
^'Excellence, nous comptons sur voust"
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Chie day there was a great stalwart miner from Char-

leroi, president of his labour union, who, in the French
he spoke with the Walloon accent, and under the in-

fluence of that vague notion of diplomatic powers and
responsibilities that prevails rather generally on this

planet, said:

"Je vom rignde ce» fedU, Excellence, afin que votu,
en voire qtuHiU de Ministre protecteur de la Belgique,
pmtaiez le mieux rempUr voire devoir."

But as the dread thing drew nearer the tales were
more circumstantial, we had them in more abundant de-
tail, and sometimes from several sources, so tiiat it was
possible to have a more vivid picture of the events that
were still, in the early days of December, almost bey<xid
belief. For instance, tlie levy made at Marche on the
thirteenth of December. Marche is a Walloon village

down in the province of Luxembourg east of Dinant;
on the ei^^th of December little red placards posted
about the town informed the population that on the
thirteenth all men between the ages of seventeen and
fifty-five were to assemble in the market-place, having
with them food for two days and a bag of warm cloth-

ing; the same little red placards were posted in all the
villages around Marche. Diu-ing the days intervening
before the thirteenth the kreischef allowed it to become
known that he would exempt certain classes, such as
lawyers, doctors, and clergymen, from appearing per-
sonally. Many men belonging to the well-to-do classes

and some of those who had helped the officers or the non-
commissioned officers of the occupying force to comforts
in the way of food, also contrived to have their cards
stamped with the envied seal of exemption without ap-
pearing on the day appointed. And, too, there were
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nmouw in the town to the effect that certain feminine
influences were active, and in i«veral cases successful.On the mommg of the thirteenth, then, about four
thousand men appeared in the market-place. Many had
to tramp all through the night to get there, and they aU
had heavy bags, like rucksacks, on their backs. At nine
o clock the officers who were to conduct the work ar-med on the scene. These officers had not been quar-
tered at Marche; they were indeed strangers to the
place and it was understood that they were to perform
the same duty for the whole of the province of Luxem-
bourg. The kreischef and the local Kommandant, how-
ever, were present as onlookers.
The men were ordered to group themselves by com-

munes. and each of these groups was called up in turn,
and in smgle file each man holding his cap in one hand
and his carte d'tdentiti in the other, made to march past
an officer by the side of whom stood the burgomaster
of the commune under inspection. Then began that
fateful Unks. recht; those who went to the left were free
those who went to the right were slaves. If a man ap-
peared to be over forty, or unfit for physical work, he
was ordered to the left. "Nach Hauaer the officer
would say. without looking at the carte d'identUi. But in
the case of younger men the officer took the card and
glanced at the occupation; a raUway man. for instance,
was promptly ordered to the right, the oflicer simply
saying Euienhahnerr and he was turned toward the
waitmg tram. A farmer or agricultural labourer was
generally asked how many hectares he cultivated; if
they proved to be many the man wa« gencraUy released,
otherwise he was taken. "Recht, eitenbahnerr When
there were doubts the officer asked, "Ar« you married »»
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and if the answer was in the affirmative, "How many
children?" If there were children the man was set

free. But in no case was a man asked whether he was
employed or unemployed. Youths between the ages of

seventeen and twenty-two were always taken; men of

means were generally released.

The burgomaster was rarely allowed to intervene.

A gentleman I know well, Mr. H , prominent in

the region, was there to help his neighbors if he could.

The burgomaster of his commune was too old to be

present, and Mr. H he is still inside—took his

place. He managed to get a hearing from the officer

on behalf of six men from his own village, three of

whom were released; but his attempt to intervene a sev-

enth time was stopped and he was ordered to keep quiet;

he did not obey, and the officer said he would have him
forcibly removed, and later threatened to arrest him.

Four thousand men were marched past the two offi-

cers in four hours; each officer, therefore, had to examine

two thousand men in that length of time—seven sec(mds

and a fraction to decide whether a man should be free

or slave, in December, 19161

The fact is that the number of men to be taken was

fixed arbitrarily and in advance for each commune, al-

though the officers could have had no idea of the pro-

portion of able-bodied men they would find among the

population. The town of Aye, for instance, with eleven

hundred people, had about the same number of men
taken as Marche, with four thousand inhabitants.

When the march past was finished the officers an-

nounced that they would hear complaints fr(Hn the

burgomasters about specially "deserving" cases, and to

hear these they adjourned to the back room of a small
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cafi. The little ertaminet was at once invaded by an
excited group of protesting notables from the different
villages, burgomasters, notaries, cur6s in their black
cassocks, local politicians, or men of affairs, all shout-
mg, clamouring, gesticulating—and the officer sitting
at a table in the middle of the room. This went on for
three-quarters of an hour, but after the most pushing
burgomasters had managed to shoulder their way up to
the table and to be heard more or less patiently, the
officers declared that they had had enough, that the
proceedings were at an end, that all the men who had
been taken would be sent to Germany, and that any
further complaints would have to be made in writing.H managed to get a hearing before the ses-
sion was concluded. With the cur6 of his village he
pleaded for four men who had been taken and had left
large families at home. After listening for a minut'e or
two the officer declared that he would free two of these
four men; H and the cure were to choose them
themselves. They chose, of course, those having the
most children. H then pleaded earnestly for an
old man alone in the world, save an only son who had
been taken, and, thanks to the intervention of the local
kreischef, who seemed to know something of the case,
this boy was also freed.

He then brou^t up «ie case of a poor widow of
Aye whose three sons had all been taken. The officer

shook his head, declared that it was impossible; three
men of the same name were never taken in the same
commune. H explained that these boys, on ac-
count of their employment, lived in different communes,
and that therefore they had appeared separately. The
officer replied that if they lived in three different com-
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munes they did not live with their mother; therefore,

whether they worked away from their mother in Ger-

many or in Belgium, it did not greatly matter; they

would be sent away; and they were.

Thus chance ruled, when favouritism or spite were

not in play. The clerk in a local bank had passed the

officer and had been declared free; he had gone home
in joy and was eating his dinner when a soldier came,

arrested him and took him back to the market-place.

According to village gossip a German officer had been

an unsuccessful suitor for the favours of a village beauty

who was the bank clerk's sweetheart, and throu^ the

influence of this officer the clerk, who had been released,

was retaken and sent oflF to Germany.

The cards of exemption which, under oiur express

and formal arrangement with the German authorities,

had' been delivered to the employees of the C.N. and
C.R.B., signed by the American delegate, Mr. Osbom,
were in most cases of no avail. The officer would take

one of these cards, show it to another officer standing

by, and tliis c^cer, evidently in authority, would shake

his hmd, and his ctmqMnion would put the card in his

pocket and order the man to be deported.

When^ operation had ceased the men were at once

mardied off to the railway station, embarked on a train

in waiting, and sent, it was said, to Alten Grabow.

Then it was the turn of Nivelles, the charming old

town of about twelve thousand inhabitants a few miles

south of Waterloo. On the fourth of November a notice

was posted on the walls of Nivelles ordering all men over

seventeen years old to report on the eighth of November

at nine o'clock in the morning, eight o'dock Belgian

time, in the Place St.-Faul. They must haveth^ cartes
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d'tdentiti and the card issued by the Meldeamt, and,
sinister portent, they might bring small hand-baggage.
Similar notices had been posted in all the communes
near-by. The entire region was stricken with terror.
Two days later German troops appeared in Nivelles,
filling all the streets; sentinels were posted on all the
highways, roads and footpaths; none could leave the
town without written permission from the komman-
dantur; there was a veritable state of siege, to which
fear added its anguish. On the morning of the eighth a
cold dismal rain was falling, and from dawn on to ei^t
o'clock miserable processions from all the neighbouring
villages came wending into town, old hobbling men,
s<Mne ill, drenched to the skin, carrying their poor pa-
thetic little bundles, until thousands were crowded in
the Place St.-Paul, with its beautiful entrance to the
old cloistered nunnery there under the shadow of the
church of Ste.-Gertrude, its two round grey towers and
the statue of Jacques Nivelles looking down from the
eleventh century on a scene of such barbarity as he had
never beheld. There were old men of seventy and eighty
standing there in the cold, driving rain, and they stood
thus for hours. Finally, as their cards were examined,
first those between seventy and eighty, then those be-
tween sixty and seventy, were allowed to go, and they
plodded oflF homeward. This took a long time. The
others who remained were then marched in columns of
sixes between lines of soldiers behind whose hedge of
bayonets the women were pressed closely, shawls over
their heads, sobbing, their eyes wide, their faces drawn
with terror and despair, to the Delacroix factories a
niile away. They were marching thus until noon in the
pitiless rain. Then the examination was begun and con-
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tinued until five o'clock in the evening. The Delwsroix

fMtories were connected by a ipur with the railway

ftation at Baulen, and on thii spur freight cars stood,

the little goods-wagons of continental railways. Each

man as he was chosen was hustled into one of these

cars, and when it was full the car was at once hauled

out and another empty car brought to take its place.

The men were selected, as seemed now to be the rule

everywhere, according to their physical appearance, the

strong taken, the weak left. Once taken a man was not

allowed to communicate with his family; he was hauled

away in that crowded little goods-wagon, in the rain

and darkness and cold of the nig^t, while wife and chil-

dren waited in the little cottage. Night came down on

Nivelles; the rain was still falling, and the waiting

ones in all those homes only knew that those they loved

had been taken away when the German soldiers, their

work d(me, came marching back from Haulers and into

Nivelles, singing through the dark streets of the little

town where there were only tears.

It was on the morning of the fourteenth of November

that the decree which convdced the male population of

twenty-two villages was posted at Wavre, the chef-tieu

of the canton. The Oj^cAe said:

ATI!

Toos lea hominet de plus de 17 ana joaqa'ik SS ana incloaivement

dn U Commune d lont tenoa de ae pr^aenter le novembre

1916, k —— (heure allemande) anr U place dn Marcli6 a .

Le Boir-meatre devra itrc prfsent Lea iiit^reaada devront etre

porteura de Itur certificat d'identit* et, le caa &h<ant, de leur carte

de control* (Meldecarte). II eat permia d'apporter de petits,

bagages k main. Ceux qui mangneront au controle aeront imme-

diat^ment tranaportea, aana d61«i et par voie de contrainte, aux
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bea oa U. derront travailler. En outre, on poorr. Ifur ppliqner de
fortCT peines d'lmprironnenMnt et dea amendet Eleven.

Ltu eccMaiutlquet, lei aMeciM, let •rorsU. lei iutituteuri etm profeHcnn ne doivent pai renir au dit controle.

De Kaiierllcbe Kreiichef iron Nlrellei.

(S.) QmAr TOW Schwuun.
OnioNiM, le 8 novembre 1916.

(TranalaUoo:)

NOTICa
All men of from leventeen to flftjr-flre yean, inelutlTe, of the

commnne of will report on November —, 1910, .t
(German time) at Place du MarchL
The Burgomaiter moat be preient and intereited partiei must

hare their cerUficatei of identity and, if neceiiary, their card of
control {Meldtkarte). They will be permitted to carry imall
band baggage. Thoie who fail to report will be immediately tram-
ported, without delay, and by force, to the place where they muit
work. Betides, there may be applied to them heavy penaltiei of
impriionment and heavy finei.

Prieiti, doctors, lawyers, teachers and professors do not have
to report.

8 November, 1 810.

Der Kaiserliche Kreischef von Nivelles,

GkAF TOM SCUWEBIN.
Omoirin,

The affiche had been posted at seven o'clock in the
morning. It had been expected, feared, and yet there
had been the vague, unreasoning hope that somehow it

would not happen, but now there it was, on the walls.

Twenty-four hours' notice given to leave home, fam-
ily, friends, and to go off in the night and the cold to
that dark and sinister Germany! The woLien had to
warn those who were working and did not yet know.
They had to warn them so that they might have time
to prepare, so that they might pass with them that day,
the last perhaps, and take such poor, pitiful measures
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of foresight as were possible. The women went to

search and bring them home. And then there were

poignant scenes, not alone the sorrow there is in all

parting, but the anguish of such a parting as this. Those

were poor homes. Two years of war, of high prices

and rationing, had stripped them almost bare. In their

cupboards there was little food, only that which was

strictly necessary for each one, and 6n the morrow, if

the father or the son were taken, there would be no other

resource left. They made up their bundles, putting

in them all they had, the last bit of clothing, the last

piece of covering, the piece of the loaf of bread that

remained, everything. "No matter," said one, "to-mor-

row we shall not care to eat."

They had to be at Wavre at eight o'clock, and in

order to reach the town in tune they must start early

and be an hour or two on the road. There were no

vehicles; they had to walk, carrying their luggage. At

six o'clock the interminable and lamentable proces-

sions set forth out of all those commimes on all those

roads, on the bleak morning of November in the bitter

cold, in the biting wind, for Nature, almost as cruel

as man, was full of menace. Most of the men would

not allow their wives or children to go with them; the

way was long and their presence would only make the

parting harder. And so they trudged along, alone or

in groups, walking in heavy silence over those well-

known roads of happy memories. But there were some

women who were not to be deterred, and they dragged

themselves along behind, weeping.

The town of Wavre—a pretty place, or a place that

was pretty beforf> the Germans burned so many of its

houses—^was all grey and shivering that morning. It
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was surrounded by troops, and the processions entering
by all the chausseea took the narrow streets that led to
the Place du Marche, the square of old houses whose
facades, blackened by fire and pierced by bullets in the
earlier days of the invasion, stood gaunt and irresolute
in the wmd. The Germans had barred all the streets;
access to the Square was forbidden to all but the men,
and the crowd pressed against the barriers. The men
were parked like animals according to their communes,
and stood waiting with hanging heads, powerless, hu-
miliated. From time to time one cried out a name, some
word of encouragement—and farewell.

Then began the work of separation, of selecting those
who were to go. A thousand at a time the men were
marched into a school where the slavers sat. To get
there the groups followed a street along the Dyle; it is

a picturesque quarter of Wavre, one which in happier
times the artists used to paint. That morning at the
windows of all the houses there were faces of anguish—women, children, old men, in tears. There were even
people on the roofs looking down on the sad cortege
that passed along, their eyes seeking out a father or a
husband, a son, a brother or a lover. They waited
four hours there in the Square before being marched
to the school.

"I observed them," a man from one of the villages

told me. "I knew many of them. I saw many whose
faces had suddenly grown pale. They walked with
firm steps, but they were ashen white. I felt that anx-
iety had stopped the blood in their veins. They were
the married men, those who had just left their wives and
their children and were wondering whether they would
see them soon again, whether it would be a long time,
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or never. The young unmarried men walked holding

their heads high, something of defiance in their glance."

As they drew near to the school they looked up,

suddenly attentive. There was a sound that swelled,

gradually grew louder, and the faces lighted up. Yes,

it was "la Brahan9onne." There at the end of the court-

yard was a group of men already maiked for deporta-

tion, singing as loudly as they could the Belgian hymn.

When they saw the others coming they cried out: "Don't

sign I don't sign I" They held themselves erect, full of

courage, pride and manly will. There was not a com-

plaint. When one of the men saw a friend go by he

asked him to inform his family, to tell them that he had

been taken, and then he resumed his defiant song.

The men from each commune were taken first into a

room where a doctor examined those who had provided

themselves with physician's certificates stating that they

were unfit for work. This German physician was in-

dulgent, almost generous ; now and then he pronoimced

liberations; but there was a second room, and here the

fate of each man was decided brusquely, mechanically,

in a few seconds and without appeal. It all depended

on which one of the two words was pronoimced by the

German officer, those two banal words that had sud-

denly acquired a new and appalling significance; one

of them set him at liberty, the other doomed him to

slavery. There were several men in uniform, the kreis-

chef, the civil commissioner, and some officers with the

rigid, inflexible, arbitrary attitude of military authority

which tolerates no discussion. The burgomaster, an

&hevin and the secretary of the comi.mne were there

too, authorized to assist at the examination of their con-

stituents, but there was nothing they could do. The
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officers would not listen to any of their appeals. The
decisions were made by two officers, one on each side
of the room; they examined the men rapidly, beginning
wi.'i the lads between seventeen and twenty-five years.
They glanced at the card of identity which told who
the bearer was, gave his trade if he had one, or his civil

position; the officers looked him over rapidly, as dealers
might examine a horse. They asked but one question:
"Were you a chdmeurr and then the inexorable deci-
sion, that one of the two words which here was fatal—
Unkg. The man was lost, his fate had thus been de-
cided by the will of a single man in less than ten seconds.
To leave the hall they had to pass through a door

which had been divided by a barrier of wood into two
narrow ways. Two soldiers guarded this barrier. The
corridor to the left led to a hall where those who were
to be sent to Germany, those on whom had been pro-
nounced the laconic sentence of that word links, had to
pass. Those who passed to the right went out past non-
commissioned officer who stamped a seal on the card of
identity, stating that their holders were set free; this
iight-hand corridor led to an open window before which
there was a table; on the ground outside there was an-
other table, and the man set free sprang on to the table
inside, through the open window to the table outside,
and so on to the ground. It looked as though he were
running away. In his breast there was the vast, ahnost
selfish relief, and then his heart would close again at
the thought of the others who had not been so lucky.
In the large hall the examination went on -U day

—

links, recht; Unks, recht.

At the end of a little street not far from the school
a crowd had gathered, a crowd that grew larger as the
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BELGIUM
day advanced; the anxiety had been too great, they
could not wait. The women, mothers, wives, sweet-
hearts, had come from all the villages; they butt n-
holed everybody who came out, asking news of tl.eir

own, "Is he taken?" "Has his case been passed on
yet?" Oftentimes those who had been released did not
know, they could not tell, and struggled to escape a
second time from the importunities of these imploring
women. They all sobbed, my friend told me, and those
who could strain a released husband or son to then-
breasts sobbed more than the others.

Those who had been passed out links were gathered
in a large hall and there each man was asked if he
would sign a coi^tract agreeing to work for the Ger-
mans for large wages. If he consented he gave his
name and his address and was authorized to go home
for the few days' grace which his complaisance gained
for him. If he refused he was imiaedia-ely subjected
to all sorts of menaces, told of pains and penaltie? that
would befall him, and led away to join that agitated
group of those who like him would not submit, to be
received with cheers as though he had won a victory,
as indeed he had. Very few of them signed, very few
consented, ahnost all refused. They had to wait a
while, wait until the group was sufficiently large, and
when it had grown to a size worth while it was sur-
rounded by soldiers with fixed bayonets, and by mounted
Uhlans and marched to the railway station. Two offi-

cers walked beside with whips in their hands—die
acUag. the old emblem of the slave-driver, the new of
modem Germany. Sometimes as they passed through
the streets a woman in tears dodged under the barrier,
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threw herself on one of the men in the crowd for a
last farewell, only to be lashed back by the soldiers
In the street that led to the station there were others

waiting at the windows, waving handkerchiefs to those
who were going away. The men in the street marched
with heads up, now and then they threw their caps in
the air. and they sang as they had sung in the court-
yard of the school—to defy the Germans, and perhaps
to keep up their own courage in such an hour. At each
street comer there would be a little fracas, one of the
prisoners would try to run away, but always he would
be lashed back into the line by the schlag or pursued by
a Uhlan and prodded back into the ranks with a lance.
Some of the men had to pass by their own homes, and
they broke from the ranks to seize a child or a wife in a
last embrace, to snatch a last kiss; then again the schlag
and the lance and they were back in line, quiet for a lit-
tle while—then singing again. Finally the column dis-
appeared in the station. No one saw them any more,
but there could be heard still coming from the station
those shouts of defiance, those songs, "la Braban9onne"
juid "la Marseillaise." It lasted into the night, then the
smging could be heard no more, for suddenly there was
the blare of a brass band, the band of one of the regi-
ments, taken there to drown those cries and those pa-
triotic songs under the grotesque gaiety of German
military music. Before morning the train had borne
them away to Germany.
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THE DYING Y£AB

The year was dying; the beets had been gathered
from the wide lawn at the Orangerie, and it lay a yellow
upturned field; the leafless trees widened the horizon
of the sky that hung low and grey over the Low Coun-
tries, where the winter days are short and dark and
where the cold rain falls almost incessantly. The Al-
lards had returned to their own town house, and the
chateau was closed, left in the care of the concierge and
the great savage tlroenendael, who barked so fiercely in
his kennel under the tower. But still we lingered on
there; the Legation had become intolerably depressing.
And there is sanity in the country, there is charm in its
every mood, even when that mood is melancholy. We
looked on the sad countenance of that scene with the
consciousness that it was for the last time; we felt that
we should not see the spring come to shut us once more
within the green of those lofty trees of the noble park
and the grass of those lovely slopes. The guns thumped
on unremittingly; cien in the watches of the night I
would listen to their regular throb—like the slow beat-
mg of the sad heart of a world that had grown very
old, and cynical, and mean, in an age without illusions
or ideals.

There were no more smiles in the once all-radiant
city, unless, grotesque touch by which the sardonic spirits
must mar even tragedy, they were those of the Ger-
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The press-gang had not come to Brussels yet. Thecapital some said, was being reserved untU the lastwhde others thought that it was to be spared entirelythough one versed by experience in the i^placaWe S-'sistence of German intention knew that the vis^I wasonly postponed. In fact, as an official whisp^rld o meone day. ,t was-fixed for a date in January The tS!

butr r^'' "° ^r ''"^ '^' ''«' '•'^d "°t abated,but they had grown less acute; there was in them that
pathetic quahty of fatalistic acquiescence, and ev ntthat once had inspired indignation passed now almost

' unnoticed, as when the new contribution de gucrT^t
forced on the people by a decx^e of the Govfrnor-Ge"
eral. the provmcial^ouncils of the provinces of Ant-

* Lm C0N8EIL8 PROTINCIAUZ

1916, concernant I'ex&ution de Tordre du 20 novembre, 1916 J'posant tuie contribution de guerre.
Dans leur session extraordinaire du 2 d&embre, 1916. !„ Con-

de L.ege et de Namur ayant refus^ de cooperer au r^dement dela contribution de guerre i.posee 4 la popuLion beige par Iredu 20 noven,bre, 19.6, et le Conseil provincial de la province deLuxembourg n> ayant consenti que conditionnellement, les rfsolu!

ia:«c:e%rri: f.^ '"^"T"^ -* --'-^ conwit \
1 article 89 de la loi provincial du SO avril i«s« «». . n
sont contraires k I'interet g^n^ral.

' ^'
^"" *'"'=""

En meme temps, les gouvemeurs militaires des provinces de

la province d Anvers le gouverneur militaire de la province et

T

gouverneur de la place forte sont autoris^s. de concert avec,,

^^^:ZZ:T^
des administrations civiles (Pr«sidente„ d^mlverwaltungen), a prendre pour chacune de leurs provinces les
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BELGIUM
werp, Brabant, Luxembourg, Li6ge and Namur having
refused to comply with the German order to make the
levy.

But there was no dimmution in the tales of horror.
At Xamur, the men who had been seized were herded
into cattle cars and left there, without food or water,
in the bitter cold, for a day and u night. Mr. Phil Pot-
ter, coming up from the north of France, told me that
he with his own eyes had seen sixty chdmeun who had

meaarei d£sign6es d-aprts, qnl teront obligatoiKi dani chwnne dei
.ditet province!:

(1) Conclure aolidairemeat avec let antra province! lei con-
trat« n^cessairea en vue d'utuTtt pendant lix moia le paiement de
la contribution de guerre, impoafe k la population beige et pay-
able k partir du 10 d^cembre, 1916, et, le caa «ch^nt, contracter
dana ce but un cmprunt;

(«) Conclure lea arrangementa n^aaairea en vue d'aaaurer le

paiement dea int^r£ta et le rembouraement de cet emprunt, ainai que
la couverture dea obligaUona provincialea ichfsimt le 15 Janvier,

1917, et le paiement dea int«r6ta de I'empmnt de contribution de'

guerre contract^ en d^cembre, 1915;
(S) Faire une d-marche aupria de I'adminiatration allemande

afin que lea aommea n^ceaaairea au paiement dea int^rtta et k I'amor-
tiaaement de cea emprunU puiaaent «tre pr^leviea anr le budget beige
k titre de aubaidea communa;

(4) Conclure aolidairement avec lea autrea provincea un em-
prunt pour couvrir lea fraia d'int<r«ta et d'amortiaaement, ail
n'etoit paa donn6 une auite favorable k la d-marche menUonnte au
cbiffre S;

(5) Signer lea. documenta n^ceaaairea.

Dea arrdtia d'une tenenr identique ont M pris Tun k l'6gard
de la province de la Flandre orientale, I'autre k Vigatd de la

province du Hainaut, dont lea Conaeila provindauz ont, dana leur
aeasion du i d&embre, 1916, d£cid^ ce qui auit: Eefuaer la coopera-
tion de la province. Cea deux arr«t^s aont aign^a aimultan^ment par
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refused to work tied to .takes, like the victim, of Red

•nd they were left there for ho. vs.
"" '^'"*'

(TruMlaUon:)

l»ie, Jn,po.i„g , contribudon of war
November 80.

meat of the contribution „f
"

.
'^^"'^'= "> »»>« •ettle-

the P«,Wnce of Luxt^h^Zi ,
'

"^ P'-'vincial Council of

«».«. the /e.t;:^Lr:'«th'rXT^^^^^^^^^^

:irHf:'o '?«,Tr*^ r '"^''*" o^'^e^'tincrruw'o';

At i
' " *''"'' " """"»'y to g«'«ral interest

«n«r of the fortified place of Antwerp, .re authorized, in accord

T^t^AT^"' ^'"'^'^'' °' *''' ^-" Administration, (PrI^

to". th/L T''*r"«™^
*" *-•'"' '°' "'^^ «- o' t'>e*' P "v-

to^^onrer;jrrr •^"^"*^''' ^^'^•^ -^-^ ^ °^'--^

contract, in order to assure for six months the payment of Zc^tribuUon of war imposed on the Belgian populatfon Id p ^aSe

thJli™ "'/!?'
l^"

"''"""^ -rrangements in o^er to ..sure

weZTT t '"f"*
""«* ""^ reimbursement of this lo«u.. I!

iTZLih 'v ^^'^ *'' P"^"'"* "' *''^ '"'""t 0° the loan forthe contribution of war contracted in December, 1915.
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BELGIUM

At our regular meetings to consider the que>tioni of
the ravitaillement we discussed little else than the de-

portations, and Me discussed them hopelessly ;* every
day, despite the assurances, despite the cards of exemp«
tion that had been issued, we had reports that men con-
nected with the C.N. and the C.R.B. had been seized,

two hundred and fifty of them in the province of Luxem-
bourg alone. Protests were becoming almost ludicrous.

And when we were not discussing the seizures of men
we were discussing the seizures of cottle and protesting

against that, for the illicit traders were running them
across the frontier at Welkenroedt with more and more
impunity. Our protests finally brought a letter from the

Germans promising to put an end to the cattle running;
they even made some arrests, but the practise was never
wholly stopped, and our concern merged itself ere long
in a larger concern to keep the ravitaiUcment in opera-
tirai at all. . . .

Bucharest had fallen, the latest disappointment, and,

(«) To take steps with the Oerman administration so that the
sums necessarj to pay the interest and the amortisation of these
loans may be included in the Belgian budget as communal sub-
sidies.

(4) To conclude jointly with the other provinces a loan to cover
the expenses of the interest and of the amortisation if a favourable

action is not taken on the demand mentioned in paragraph 8.

(5) To sign the necessary documents.

Decrees of a similar tenor have been issued with regard to the

province of Enst Flanders, another with regard to the Province of

Hainaut, the Provincial Councils of which have in their session of

December 2, 1916, decided as follows: To refuse the co-operation

of the province. The two decrees are signed by the Governor-

General in Belgium and the Baron von Falkenhausen, Commander-
in-chief of the 0th Amy.
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M an evidence of Germw, organization, no sooner wa«

tererta in the Roumanian oil-fldH. received orde™ to

Xe4*wT *'r
'^^'^•"'^ *« '"^^ German oti?..

*°

ev« r ^ •
"*"•?'

r*'^^*'*'*-
I J'-ve now in myeye. the viwon, evoked by a note in my journal of^Iwoman, the wife of that barber in the RueSari whohad been m,pnsoned in St.-Gilles for having hid in hi^

J^tlT'*'"^^"'.'''/''"'''-'''''^- Themfnhadb^'n'

ftad been fined fifjy marks, for comphcity. I suppose

Wiat was a grief easily assuaged, and she had gone awav

Whe«. h";' t !."' *'^ -*"^^' half-devT;^'

row She was back the next day; her husband had notbeen released; instead, she had a note saying that hewas to be taken to Germany, ^y. or for what she

had no b"'"* *'Tr "° ^^'-^^^ ««*'-* him.\ 'had

atlv iL'dTS* fI*'
""^^ "'^^ *^-* ^« »^«d »-«n sentSr . f*,*
"°*" '°'' ^**' ^^i«»» concluded:

tha^"waf̂ Jr * •'" *"P!*'?*^' ««"^« *« *»>« ^aee

han n7*\ T T '"«"»"•«»» a« she sat there in the

her Sf VM '^*"'"' ^"^ ^"'"^' half-witted boy withher, the child who stared and stared at a life he couldnot understand and perhaps was less miserable so

andlver "Z '' ^T^'T" '^' "^^'^^ ^-^ over

W tVa^ nfT
"°* ^'^^« ^'^^^ *« ^°' "»^y °n« of thelong tram of poor imiocent victims of German ruthless-
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BELGIUM
ness that had passed through those corridors during
those years. She sat quietly weeping, yet giving after
all so much more than she could take away, in the story
she told me of the kindness and helpfulness that one
finds everywhere among the poor. The day before,
during her absence from the rooms she rented, the Ger-
man polizei had been there to collect the fine of fifty
marks, and as she was gone they began to tear up the
rooms and to remove the few miserable sticks of furni-
ture. The landlord had pleaded and protested, but,
of course, in vain. There was a girl who had a room in
the house, a singer in the cheap concert halls, and she,
by scraping together all' she had, produced the fifty
marks. It took her last sou, but the insatiable polizei
were paid, and the furniture was left. I tried to have
the barber released and brought back to Brussels, bat
the only reply I had from the authorities was that "a
trip to Germany would do him good." (Un voyage
en AUemagne lui fera du bien. ) Later I heard the rea-
son for his deportation; German oflicers now and then
frequented the shop where he was employed. He was
French and he made remarks. "C'est un hlagueur."
it was explained to me. And I understood—those Ger-
man ofiicers and la blague franpaise.

The one bit of good news was in the word I had had
from Mr. Hoover in London to the reassuring effect
that the British Government would not put an end to
the ravitaUlement because of the deportations. "We
have weathered that storm," he wrote, and the time
seemed to be auspicious to attempt to produce some
amelioration, and to have sent back to Belgium those
who were not chdmeurs. The President had sent to
Berlin a protest against the impressing of workingmen
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in Belgium, expressing the deep interest the AmericanGovermnent took m the Belgian civil populata Tnd

• A tr«ul.Uon of the article on the President', „„te is a, follow,;
ThK TllANiFIR OF THB ChoMKUHJ
Th« Nom or THK United States

AND Germany'! Answer
Berlin, 11th December.
The GazeHe de VAUemagne du JVord publishes the text of the«.mmunie.tion sent by the Government of the United SUte-t!BerHn regarding the transportation of Belgian worlTent^:!

teess and with great regret the decision taken by the G..««.«

but m the most solemn manner, against such a procedure, which S
whilt^fSn *-;"

*"f- -•^ *" *»>« principles of hllU
w2 rr if«

^'"7^**'"° "^ international usage and which are fol-lowed at aU times by civilised nations in the treatment of non^m-baUnt. u. occupied territories. The Government o the uXd

,,. ft
P«>l>«l'ility be prejudicial to the work, conceived in »^pW^umani^, which has for its object the a'ssilnTe of^h:Belgians-a result that would be universally resetted .S.Tl

»lght place the German Government in an emLS^'si^fu i'"

giiTr^th?
"^ "°*^' '^^' -" -"* *- *^^ ^°^-^ «-*eri.

"The Government of the United States ha, protested against thefcran-fer to Germany of Belgian workmen, and the obhS^itP^.ed upon them of working there, and is of the opinion Sit suThme„ure, are not reconcilable with the principles of huLnity .n1of international usage in the treatment of the x>or,J^Tt
occupied territory. The German Govermnent f^'u^^Jl'^Giv"^
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^
With this as a basis, and considering the conversa-

tion I had had with the Baron von der Lancken in

ment of the United States is not sufficiently informed as to the
motives for, and the manner of execution of this measure, and for
this reason it finds it necessary to set forth the actnal state of af-
fairs.

"For a long time scarcity of work has prevailed in Belgium to
an alarming extent, to the detriment of the industrial workers. The
increase in the number of unemployed men there is due to the
English blockade, which prevents Belgian industries from importing
materials necessary for manufacturing and from exporting manu-
factured articles, and it is likewise due to this blockade that the
cultivation of the land has ceased to a large extent.

"AH means of gaining a livelihood having been taken away from
nearly half of the Belgian factory workers, of which the total
number is about 1,200,000, it has been necessary for over half a
miUion Belgians who formerly earned their living in industrial en-
terprises to seek public assistance. If one includes the families
of the workmen the number is increased threefold—one and one-
half million persons, in round numbers. Both from the point of
view of Belgian political economy, upon which the unemployed
workmen impose an intolerable burden, and from that of order and
pnbhc morals, the menace of a gene I cessation of labour, with
its consequences, became very grave and it was necessary to take/
radical steps to put an end to such a condition. This necessity had
been for a long time recognised and talked about by clear thinking
Belgians.

"It was under these conditions that the Governor-General at Brus-
sels issued a decree on the 15th of May, 1916, threatening with im-
prisonment or forced labour all persons who while receiving public
assistance without sufficient reason, refused to accept employment or
continue to work according to their abilities. On account of the
cessation of industry in Belgium it has not been found possible to
employ all those who were out of work or to find suitable occupa-
tions for them. There remained only the alternative of finding
work for them in Germany, where already a large number of Bel-
gian workmen had voluntarily sought employment, and where they
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which he had said that the authorities would redress
any mjustices." as the deportation of those who were

were perfectly contented because of the high pay they receiTedl^
tne liberty of movement that was accorded them.
"To the chomeur, who refused to follow their example the ob-

ligation to work has been presented. This measure conforms in
every way to international law, for according to Article 43 of the
ConvenUon of The Hague relative to war on land, it devolves upon
the occupying Power to maintain order in the occupied territories
and the right is conferred upon it to take tl,e measures necessary
to this end in case the laws of the country are not adequate. Now
without any doubt the maintenance of public order demands that
every measure possible be taken to prevent those persons capable
of working from becoming public charges, that idleness should notmake of them a veritable plague for the country, and that they
should be made to work.

"In everything concerning the execution of this measure the
procedure has been without severity, and all possible respect has
been shown for those concerned. If mistakes have been made in
isolated cases in sending persons to Germany, notably in including
petsons to whom the conditions mentioned in the decree of the 15th
of May, 1916, are not applicable, this must be attributed to the fact
that a number of the Belgian authorities have refused to lend
their assistance in preparing the lists of chomeur* or have furnished
inexact information. Measures have been taken to remedy errors
of this sort as promptly as possible. A careful watch is being kept
to see that only those persons are being sent to Germany who
are receiving public assistance, and who, not finding work in Bel-
ginm, refuse that which is offered to them in Germany The un-
employed transferred to Germany are sent to points of concentration
established at Altengrabow, Guben, Cassel, Meschede, Munster,
Soldau and Wittenberg, near the regions where there is work for
them, whether it be in agricultural or in industrial enterprises. The
classes of labour in which an enemy population can not be forced

Ird """*"' °^ *' "*''*'' °^ ^'°p^'' "" '=^''*'°"y ^""^ «=*-
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not chdmeurs seemed to be considered even in the CJer-

man mind, we thought to organize a bureau where re-

quests for repatriation might be filed by the families

of those deported; where there seemed to be some
reason that might appeal to the authorities, these

might be forwarded to the Governor-General in the

hope that some of them at least might be rescued from
the slave compounds in Germany and brought back
home. Thousands of requests for such action had come
to the Legation and we had been at a loss what to do
with them; thousands, doubtless the same thousands,

had been sent to the Spanish and to the Dutch Lega-
tions and to the Nonciature, and working thus sepa-

rately I felt that we should be at cross purposes, and

"If the American Government considers it worth while, a dele-

gate from its Embassy at Berlin will be authorised to examine, bj

a personal visit, the condition of the persons concerned. The Ger-

man Government infinitely regrets that owing to the misrepresenta-

tions in the enemy press the situation has been so completely dis-

torted in the United States. At the same time it regrets, especially

in the interest of the Belgian population, that these misrepresenta-

tions should prejudice in any manner the beneficial work of the

Relief Commission.

"And finally, the German Government can not restrain itself from
drawing attention to the fact thit the transfer of the German
population in places outside of Germany and in its colonies occupied
by enemy troops, notably the evacuation of women, children and
aged persons from Prussian colonies in Siberia, has not inspired the

neutral States, as far as it knows, with the idea of taking toward
the Government concerned steps similar to those actually taken to-

ward the German Government. There can not be the slightest doubt
that these measures constitute a gross violation of the laws of hu-
manity and pf the rights of people, while the measures explained
above which have been taken by Germany conform absolutely to

these principles."
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THE DYING YEAR
that by the consequent duplication of demands the very
end of the work might be frustrated. I undertook then
to have the three Legations act in concert, and to estab-
hsh one bureau where all the requests might be sorted
out by clerks and acted upon, but I failed, and there
was a Spanish bureau and a Dutch bureau and other
bureaus under other neutral flags. We organized a

.uTA :,

°"'' °'^"' *""* ^^^ '^^"*'*^ ^«re so numerous
that 1 had to rent a house across the street from the Le-
gation and install there a corps of clerks. There were
no means of publicity in Belgium, as I trust I have
shown, but the news spread and the requests came
pounng m, and we did what we could, though the eflFort
proved very ineflPective.

Baron von der Lancken had returned from Berlin
with the news that at last it had been decided, in prin-
ciple, that the English women might leave Belgium,
but that the matter yet waited the approval of Hinden-
burg. a bit of information that was not reassuring for
with the eclipse of von Bissing—whose reported opposi-
tion to the slave-drive won him no credit in Brussels,
since men everywhere said that if he was opposed to it
he should have resigned when his objection was over-
ruled—it showed that the German reiters were indeedm the saddle.

Voa Bissing himself was very ill, and his wife had
been sent for. M. Francqui had gone to Paris by way
of Switzerland, spending ten days in quarantine at
Irankfort. At the same time ViUalobar went to Ber-
lin for a day or two. and then on to Paris and Madrid,
and the rumour of peace spread abroad again. Peace
was often talked of in Brussels, and more than once it
was intimated that the Germans were disposed to re-
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BELGIUM
store Belgium, which they were merely holding, it would
be explained, as a "pawn"; and the fact that the pawn
had been stolen, did not, in the view of the pawn-holder,
seem in the least to affect his title to it. All that the
Germans desired, they would generously hint, was a
"guarantee"—though what that guarantee was, was not
very clear; they wished, they said, to be assured against
any further attacks from Belgium, and to be certain that
Belgium would resume trade relations with them after
the war.

Such rumours spread whenever Villalobar left the
occupied territory, and wtre not to be taken much more
seriously than other rumours that circulated so prodi-
giously in the darkness of little Belgium, but late in that
month of darkness an event occurred that created some-
thing more than a rumour. Christmas was coming on,
the season when men's thoughts turned instinctively and
of old habit to peace, though the only reason we in
Brussels had for being reminded of Christmas was the
fact that parties of German soldiers were cutting out fir-

trees in the Foret with which to celebrate the festival
that for some odd, satirical reason seemed to mean so
much to them about their camp fires.

If peace was not in men's hearts it was in their
mouths at least, for in the middle of the month the
German Chancellor made his peace speech in the Reichs-
tag; it was called a peace speech by the Germans,
though it was not a peaceful speech, and was couched
in such terms and expressed so much in the usual belli-

cose German tone that it produced everywhere else in
the world a very warlike effect. It was the last, almost
desperate effort of the Chancellor to save his Govern-
ment, then tottering to its fall, from the hands of the
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mUitary party, but like every other German pronounce-
ment, ,t was rated in Belgium as but one more piece
of msmcerity and hypocrisy. In the German camp,
however. ,t was received, like aU such pronouncements
from on high, as though it were from Mount Sinai it-
self; the soldiers supposed that as the War Lord could
declare war, so, when wearied of it, he could decree
peace. And down on the front in northern France there
was an mstant celebration ot the joyous news. Mr.
Prentiss Gray, of the C.R.B., just then back from a visit
to Valenciennes, told me of the enthusiastic scenes that
had been produced when the Emperor's announcement
was read at the head of 200.000 troops; the soldiers
cheered frantically, and that night the officers had a
great banquet that lasted until four o'clock in the morn-
ing, and around the board, in the rich Bourgogne of all
the neighboring chateaux, the officers toasted peace, and,
the night following, they had another drinking bout to
fete a report that President Poincar6 had been assassi-
nated.

In Brussels, at la Monnaie, Parrifal was being sung
by the Stuttgart Company, and, as though to bring in
an era of good feeling, the Germans were pubKshing inU BruxelUns what purported to be letters from ch6meur»m Germany, telling what a happy time they were hav-
ing there. No one believed for a moment in the au-
thenticity of these letters, or in their sincerity; they, the
people said, were merely scraps of paper of another
kmd, either fabricated by the Germans or wrung by
some sort of blackmail from those confined in the slave
compounds in Germany. But there are other cards and
letters written from Germany that I know are genuine,
and all the more remarkable, for they were submitted to
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BELGIUM
and passed by the Gennan censor. Even their guarded
terms show what the men were suffering; the frequent
reference to the presence of "Monsieur G. Fein" seems
not to have been seized by the dull minds of the German
guards in all its importance as a cryptic allusion to the
hunger from which they were all suffering, "G. Fein"
being merely the French "j'ai faim."

Onben, le 6-7-1917.
' CHiai ipocu IT cHis riLi:

Je voui tcxiu ce« quelques mots pour vom falre aavoir qne je rail
tonjonn en bonne iant£ et qu« la priaente vona trouvera de mime.
J'ai M nn pen malade maia maintenant 9a va un pen mienx encore
bien que j'aia eu deux bona camaradea Emlle Hana et Louia Morel
qui m'ont donn£ nn pen de manger car on a Teatomac beauconp
reatreint et on eat bien faible. J'ai demand^ pour avoir 8 petita
colia par express je crois que vous aves fait le n^essaire; je les
attenda avec Impatience et a'il n'y a pas de changement tlches d'en
faire autant toutes lea acmainea. Ne faitea paa de d6pen8es Inu-
tilefl je aerai d«ji content d'avoir un pen de rix et de aucre vAmt
dn grispe, car v c'est la soupe du aoir le griape; mais je crois que qk
ne durera plus longtemps U faudra du changement k cela.

Notre camarade Uxm Baldrieux a ferit k Monsieur Istace pour nn
gronpe de camaradea avec moi je voua dirai cela plus tard. Main-
tenant 9a me aemble bien drdle de ne paa recevoir de vos nouvelles;
je n'ai encore re9u une lettre de vous et nne carte de votre frire
Aim6; de ma soeur encore rien et j'avais ferit en mSme temps que
pour votre premiere lettre. Je crois qu'on ne salt paa que je suis
venu k Guben. J'esp^re bien maintenant que notre petit se porte
toujours bien et qu'il eat bien sage; surtout qu'il n'oublie pas d'aller
k r^le car on n'en salt jamais trop. Je crois aussi que vous avei
toujours pour vivre et que Monsieur Istace continue I'affaircs entre-
prise. Je voudrais si bien le savoir car je serai encore mieux r^sign^
k mon sort si elle r^ussit Vous pourriez encore demander k Mon-
sieur Brachet pour avoir un costume pour moi car le mien est dans
un itat lamentable; il faut coucher tout habill^ ici; j'ai meme deux
caleyons sur moi et deux pantelons et deux chemises et j'ai encore
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The people's thoughts were not, therefore, very lonir

distracted by the talk of peace from the absorbing ac-

frojd Le frold et 1. f.lm c'e.t quelqae cho.e. M.i. je prend.
out den,6me courage. F.lte. .u..I la n.«n,e chose; .eulenient«chei de prendre tout votre ravitailleinent et au.si dei navrt. etchoux naveta .1 voui le pouve. car il faudr. blen tout pour n,c
rawafier et me remettre un peu .ur forme. Je n'al plus rien k
dire pour le moment que des compliments A toute la famllle et an
camarade. Je finis en rous embrassant tous les deux de loin.

FCRMANO AxNOULn.

f, a Guben, le 4-1-17.

Je r^ponds 4 votre carte ponr rous dire que nous sommes toujonrs
en bonne sant^ tou, d'Hameau. Le temps nous semble bien tr*.long aussi j ai d*j4 pleur6 beaucoup aussi .u depart du train jen ai plus vu que le vieux Adolphe. Vous dite, que je ne me laisse
rien manquer; tout me manque-.vec de I'argent on n'a rien. Je
««.drai toujours A ma promesse car j'ai une tete et une bonne. Je

parler Ren< fait ses adresses comma les miennes. Envoyes-mol
un colis le plus tot possible car jen ai grand besoin. A mon retourvous pouve. bien apprgter du manger A volont^ car ici j'ai faim jene mange que du pain sec et de 1. soupe comme de I'eau. Je sui.
toujours malade de faim et de froid. J'espi,e bien quand je
Jrtournera. que je dormirai bien car ici je n'al pa, encore dormi u^e

n avons nen fa.t A personne pour subir une punition pareille. Nous

talTi*^"«
'*/""'*=" P'"» *"«»• Faites des compliment, A

le, nt f\^'"'"* '" ^"•='*'" ' ^""'° *=* Marraine et tousmes parents et tous mes camarades.

.nT'l
°'" '°

""r*^""*
J' ^°"' '^^^^ ""^ ^"^^ «t heureuse«nn& A vou, tou, de tre, loin en attendant de pris. Done nemanque, pa, de mWoyer un coli, et dite, qu'on en envoie un AReni au«. Loui, Raoul Alexandre vous remettre. sc, compliment,
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BELGIUM
tuality of thoM deed* by which Belgian* were every-
where being carried off into slavery. But on the evening

auMi. Chin soeur ne tronruit plot rien k toiu din Je flnia ma eatto
en vona embrauant.

Voire Mn qui vona alme,

OuMAIir CABLim,

A bientAt

Ouben, le I9-IS-1916.

ChIm Fimmi:
J'ai rcfu votre lettre le Inndi 18 an soir. J'al M content de

recevoir le colU de tabac mail encore plui content avec la lettre.

Juaque maintenant c'eat encore la mime chose; Je inia toujoura k

Onben avec mea denx maina dana mea pochea et je fume la cigarette.

Jc n'al paa encore vu Aim6 roatuan nl Alfred Briand. Je vondrala

bien avoir an colia avec dn ria dn aucre dn chocolat et dn ael parce

que lea produita farineuz ne aont paa accept^a. Le petit Neator eat

k la barraque 6 et moi k la barraque 8 avec Sibille Edouard et

Vandereat Arthur et encore beaucoup d'autrea. Ditea k Jnlea

BohAme que ji- ne peuz pas lui envoyer une carte; on ne peut
envoyer qu'k aea parenta; comme voua voua alles aouvent coudre
j'ai calculi de lea envojer k votre maison.

On vend lea "sor£ta" nn mark, lea harenga on mark, lea allu-

mettea une petite botte 85 pfeanlga; 10 dgarettea 40 pfennlga; c'eat

beaucoup trop.

J'espire vous revoir bientAt

Ne laisaea rien manquer k Marraine.

En attendant dea compllmenta k toute la famille.

Votre marl.

Wins FLonuw.

Le 7-1-1917.

Chik FniRx:

Je vous <cria cea quelqnea mota pour vona faire aavoir que je

suis tottjours en bonne aant6 et j 'Aspire que voua dtea de mime.
Seulement cher frfcre je voua dirai que je aula un pea gini pour le

mangrr done si vous auriez le bon coeur de faire votre possible

pour m'envoyer an petit colia vous me ferier grand plaiair. Vous
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Belguche Kurrter. > newspaper in the German lanniage

pourMj aurcher pl„ v.te. Surtout n'oublie. p.. de „e »etL que

re»bour.rr .pr4. 1. guem. Done, cher frtre, en lutcndimt d^rolnouvelle. je vou. ea.b,..« de loin. Vou. «„ett,c. dc. con.plllenUi votre fcmmc. che, frire. .1 vou. .urle, 1. bo„..e volont* de «!"«
de. compUment. 4 «. fen.n.e et k n,« enf.nt. et de dT7B. femme que .'il y .rdt moyen de mettre me. coll. p., vot«

pourralt f,|re U nn^me chose que vou. autre, qu'il me fer.it pUi.lr.

et de lul demander comment elle a fait pour leur envoyer et de
f.ire le m«me. Vou. fere. de. compliment, k mon frire Femand
*'»•«;'" Alice que .'11 pourralt m'envoyer un peUt coll. qu'll

jTvordV;^"
''" '" '" ""•""'•"'^ * "-" -*«- Cher f^rije von. dlral que mon compagnon de lit Nicalw a d6j4 reju de. coll.

ti^rZ^'l T:
"'•"" •"" '• •'"' '''"'«'" «--»» "• on

fait, en attendant de vou. revoir je voo. embra..e de loin.

NicAiai BT BAKaicm.

«_ „ Ouben, le 19-18-1916M«. CHIM Parent.:
Je von. &ri. encore ce. quatre mot. pour vou. falre .avoir que

«^»e dan. quelque. jour.. Me. cher. parent, je vou. fal. .avoir

?!' 1?V^ r * ^'''"'* '* '*
"" '"*' -p'*' « »—

•
J--1-

f-lm, J en a fajt un peu pour me .outenir. Octave m'a dit hler
.01, .U..1 qu'll n-av.lt encore rlen re,u et qu'll avalt encore lo;!
quatre carte, jeudl le 14 et 11 m'a dit .1 le. coll. n'^aient p„encore m,. en route qu'll ne fallait pa. le. mettre parce que nou.

famine ain.i i tou. me. camarades. Prenon. courage; nou, vou.

de Pierre e.t auss, aupr^s de moi. Je I'al vu seulement le dimanche;nou. nou. .omme, parl6 un peu et U fait de. complement, et ditL
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BELGIUM
then published in Bnuadf, •nnounced tluit the Preei*
dent h«d lent a joint Note to the Powers extending his

k Feraaad qm J'irat blciitAt avee Ini aiiui qn'U ranctto d« mtt
BooTcUn k m» bonne anie et conragc k bientM J'al 1« aoovaalr an
•NToIr k McntAt Attendea on pen nom aCirrona notre nonrelk.

Voa dcttz iUa poor la via

O. IT F.

Cnbennc, le 14 dfeenbre, 1910.
CMiM FiMMi IT cHin Pnrr:

Je vooi <erii cette carte poor vooa demander on petit colia. Dana
le colis mettea nn peu de aucre' un pen de biscuit militaire. Allea k
Chatelet faire dea complimenta, denwndea i Ida de mettre nn peu
de aucre en morccanx et nn pen de biaenit militaire. Ditea k Ida
que ^k me ferait plaiiir; allea tronver Madame Colot demandea-lui
pour troir nn pen de aucre. Faitea dea complimenU k Maria pour
Clfaient Hoeat Faitea dea complimenU k Loniaa et 4 Angnate.
Ditei-lcur que je ne vondraia paa qn'il vienne. Femand ai roua
n'^ntea paa votre maman je voua corrlgerai quand jt aerai de
retonr. Et OuaUve aoaai. Faitea dea complim' nta k Madame Colot
pour moi. Chire fenme et chera petita enfanU envoyea I'adreaie

Jeanne anaai embraaae lea t/ois petita pour moi anaai que roua auasi.

J'eapire aller manger lea galettea.

Envoyea-moi dn tabae k chiqner ear il eat cher iei. Je roua
embraaae bien fort tona lea qnatre. An revoir.

Fk*N9oia LiooT.

Onben, le 8 janrier, 1917.
Ma crIm FiMm:

J'ai refu le deuxiteie colia de taUc aamedi dernier, il me aemble
que Tona m'oubliea un pen je ne re9oia plna aucune nouTclle.

Ecrivea-moi par ezpreaa cela arrive plua afirement Envoyea ausii

par expresa si possible et comme ^hantillon sans valr ar nne boite

avec quelques tartine« rdOes dont je vons parle Mjk dans mes cartes

pr&:6dentes. J'esp^re que mon pAre est tonjoura en bonne santi

et qu'i! prend patience. Dites-lui que je I'embrasse de tout coenr et

que je compte rentrer bientdt car il me semble que mon temps

diminue ici Ton s'ennuie k en monrir id anrtout aana nouvelles du
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gooddBee^ It had been for me one of tho«j hard dayion wh.ch the twaight clo,ed it, gloomy curtain; thlS

Euan IM eUn femnie qo« te *rd..J« de plw? H f.^dMlt Itn«..e»b e pour «, center 1„ pe..te. „,.*,«, J. I. „e. . TpLne"W«jol« de consoler nK.n cher pin, de voir. «..«., .«„ .^-^ J^'rjtow Je le wt««„ « bonne ..nt< comme je I'.l l.|.^ 4 «„
Je tennine en Ton. enibra.Mnt bien elTectneiuement einil quemon cocr pere. ^

Pee eonpUmcaU k toote la funiUe et k tone les amii.

Ton oMri pour U vie,

Bemette. ne. ualtM. et me. Moh.it. A M.rle 4 Polydore et
q« 11. pea««t 4 mol et tichent de m'envoyer .u..l quelque. Urtlne.
roue. auMi car voo. penM. .i j'al.

En.br...e. 1. petit. Marie pour m;i.' J'ai « une malchance n.acW« temme 'on «'4 roli «e. botUne. la .emaine demi*.- dc
«.rte que je n.i plu. que me. ..hot. 4 moti< u.*., il „e f.ut p«.men envojrer pour eel. c'e.t Inutile de plu. Ion m'a pri. tout mon
•rgent an bureau de la wrte que je nul. propre. Vou. pouve.
faire nn bean gateau pour quand je retoumeral encore quil aerait
mol je le mangerai. bien tout

Faite. de. compliment, et de. amitl^ che. Fali.e au CanalNon. wmme. en«mbie depui. quelqac temp, et dite. qu'il ne recoit
rien non plu.; U fait dire de bien signer le. lapin. de bien le.
grouir car 4 .on retour. . . .

Bien de. compllraenU k ma Meor Juliette et ain.i quau boucher.

Chm. Pakcwt.:

Je .ul. toujour, en excelJente .ant*. Non. e.p^ron. toujour,
retoumer d un jour 4 I'autre. Un bruit circule dan. notre baraque
que pour la 1» quin.ainc de Janvier nou. .erions rentr^s.

T.„» Aif""*"' ^° '"" *"'** J' " '^°'» P'"» ^'^ d« tout.

Bernard qui reyolt de. coli. .ur coU.- Sf notve e.Doir de -etonr
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BELGIUM
had been a long session to discuss the ravitaillement,

with its interminable complications; terrible stories of
the sufferings of the chdmeurs; one woman to ask me to
intercede for her husband, just transported to Grcrmany

^chouait encore envoyes moi des colis sur colis dans des boites de
fer avee ces num^ros 56-3058 baraque 4 par express.

J'espire, chers parents, que vons aurea recu ma carte de souhaits

et n'oublies pas non plus mes professeurs qui j'espire ne me feront
pas perdre nne ann6e car aussitot tentti de travaillerai comme un
acham6.

Chers parents, ne vous faites pas trop de peine car ce serait encore
plus triste pour moi quand je ^entrerai de vous trouver malades.

Des compliments k toute la famille et k mes camarades.
!*• S.—Pour mes colis demandea I'adresse k Maria Bernard ou

faites les parvenir par un officier qui va chea Ernest Depasse: du
ria, da c&ti et chicor^e, melange, des bonbons, du tabac, du pain

rdti, du Sucre blanc et du fin rouge, de gros haricots.

L£oN Bacdouz.
Guben, le lS-16.

Mettea sur les colis le nom de I'ezp^iteur avec ces num^ros
56-S058, 81 division. Envoyea, ne vous retenea pas pour personne.

Guben, le 25 d^embre, IQIQ—Noel.
Chebs Parknts:

Je vous ^ris ces quelques mots pour vous laisser savoir que voiU

un mois que nous sommes partis de Monceau avec regret de ne pas

avoir vu mon cher pere. Done au jour que j'envoie ma lettre la

nouvelle annee sera bientot venue. Done, cher p^re et chhre mhrc,

c'est pour vous souhaiter une bonne et heureuse et meilleur, et

une bonne sante pendant toute I'annee mil neuf centdix-sept ainsi

qu'k Pierre et Jean et aussi k Julia et Emile, Jemir et Edouard,

Armand et Emilia Caliz et sa femme, k la famille Cherton k Gille

et Dfbroux Wayelle k Emile Celina et Arthur Marie et Lidvin et

Louis Abel, et a tons les connaissances et camarades des alentours.

Maintenant k part cela je pense que vous etes tous en bonne sante

depuis mon depart ainsi que toutes les betes de la maison parce que

moi je suis toujours en bonne sant^ ainsi que mes camarades.
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Hasselt to teU me of her experiences there-the cruel-

Aussitdt que aure. re9u ma Icttre envoye. le, nouvcUe, de ce c6«-A et raconte. un peu comment I'affaire du pain va. A mon oncle
J ai envoys nne carte en cas de „on re^u remettez l„i me, sonhait,am.i quj ma tante et cousin. 'Nous sommes toujour, au camp enou, cp^ron, retoumer bientdt. E,t-ce que le vieux papa Pierre atoujour, tant de mal avec ,a menagerie moutonne

depm, .on retour du Stranvai. Et j espfcre que je le verrai bientot car

revot"? T"* '""" """ "* ^" P^"''"'* '^^ -» P«t' "an, e

Don en

"
; "t

'""• '" ^' """P^ «" P--- «' I'onneDone encore une fois je vou, souhaite une bonne et heureuse etme. cure ann^e et une bonne ,ante pendant lannee 10,7, ainsi qu^i'lerre et Jean et camarades.

Votre fils qui vou, aime qui vous embrasse De loin,

Leon Wullaeht.

f, , „^ Guben, le 7-1-17.
Chkrk M4hb et Fhehe et Soeur,.-

Jt^^^"^^" * ""T
"'*" ^"^ J'" "5"'' *"'='' P»«"'' «t ie "ui" con-

tent d avoir refu de vo, nouvelle,, esp^rant que vou, ete, toujour,
en bonne wnte ainsi que moi de meme. Je vous ferai bien ,avoir

oubhe la date et de mettre I'adresse et de serrer un peu les ligne,pour mettre un peu plu, sur la carte et de faire au crayon pour que9a ,o.t plus propre. Je vou, ferai savoir que vous autre, renonce
sur k manger et que moi ici je n'ai pour tout repas quon nous donne,im bon pour tout, et s'il aurait moyen de m'envoyer deux petit,
coll, par express, un de ma m^re et un de mon frere, 5^ me ferait
b.en plaisir, et faites savoir k ma tante Laurence d'envoyer ik mon
oncie Cmile des coli, par express aussi.

Je finis ma carte en vous embrassant bien fort et faitc, des com-
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ty of one Gennan nurse who seemed to take a malign

pleasure in announcing to women that their husbands

pliments k Adolphe et Robert de la part de Grigoire et ansii &

la famille de Femand et Laurence; alnsi k Victorien, et ditea k

Victorien de bien travailler ma terre qu'il m'avait promis, car je

vais planter lea ponunes de terre, et dites-moi si Camiire et Anderlae

aont rentr^a et faites-le moi Mvoir le plus tdt possible.

Votre fils pour '<> vie,

OSCAW AOHAIW.

Ouben, le 18-1S-16.

Chkrs Parxnti: >

Je suis trfcs itcaani de ne point receroir de vous nouvelles qui me

feraient tant plaisir.

Je suis k Guben toujours en bonne 8ant6, beancoup meillenre

encore si je pouvais recevoir des caissettes. (Chocolat. . . . J'ai

fait ces jours-ci la connaissance d'un fort copain) G. Feint qui m'a

donn£ de vos nouvelles.

J'ai ierit de ces jours-ci k M. Escole et k Georges Dnpnis.

Je suis toujours en compagnie de plusieurs amis, Besson Ben£,

Blamart, Gaston Yemaux, Georges et Lion Mai et Raymond Bras-

seur, le frire k Cousine Sidonie. lAon Turf et Jules Lejeune est

aussi parmi nous.

Notre temps se passe k jouer aux cartes et k s'enrager car le temps

semble long. Alfred a-t-il toujours k I'^le? Nelly est-elle

toujours en bonne 8:int6 et pense-t-elle souvent k moi? Papa a-t-il

toujours de la besogne. Fait-il cher vivre? Je youdrais avoir des

nouvelles de Parrain et Marraine, de mon oncle J. Bte. et d'Evrard

ainsi que de toute la famille car la place diminue. Georges et

notre petit Maurice sont-ils encore aussi espiigles et aussi vivants?

Ne sachant en mettre davantage j 'attends de vos nouvelles avec

impatience car de mes amis en ont dijk teqa. Bien des amities k

tous mes amis et amies. En attendant de vous revoir tous, recevei

de votre fils ses meilleurs baisers. Penses k moi.

RiNi Rasquinbt.
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^^hdi^t*'
*'' "^""^^^ '' «^°*^^^ ««™^ nurseWho helped her in many ways, the sound of the firing

Chm. Pamkti: ^ 8-1-1917.

,-- . *^ " '"" «"' c«w ann^e pour moi ni pour vous autr» «,.«.
J esp«re vous revojr hiVn»At si i- ••. *. »

"utres, mals

froid et pour lea nefifp. i^/ , ,
"^ P°"' ""^ P" «voir

cinq on Ic huit ZcTwrol'"' "w "*°"' ""= '"«'* ?""' ^"^

Che. vou. tout va ti b^r T T ^' ^""' '"'"'"' ^' «="» q"'

faire nne bonne Ipe." tt onZ^'*""' '' ^' '" '"'"^^ ^^'
V^^. *^ ° °^' bonnes couques de Suisse o»r

joumfe A no^. ^ *
'^''"^ ''''°*« grammes pour la

ti^ et meme deT'T "^^'""" '•^^°'' * ^'^-™e d-
rZ^ Don/ '*"" ^r ** ^"'•'" • '*^*™" •«- de nou.

iron. bientef^lSe et rv"!'". '
'"" ' ^'="''""* "^"^ '"'"-niot ensemble et k Victor, de. compliments A Maurice et
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squad in the early morning

—

"un coup, net" she said,

with a quick horizontal gesture of her black-gloved hand,

k Louis et k Augusts Andti, encore chez Grabouilat dont j'espere

en bonne sant6. Faites savoir aussi chez VMastine et Valentine

et ailleurs que la nouvelle ann^e s'est bien pass^e; dites k man p^re

qu'il disc k Monsieur Bodart et k son fils que je leur souhaite une

bonne ann^e et d'etre bientdt ensemble. J'espire que les Delaize

sont toujours bien portants et mon ami Emile Delaize dont il 7
a si longtemps que je I'ai vu. Done, chers parents, s'il vaut encore

la peine d'envoyer un colis vons ezpMieres par express un kilo de

pain d'^pices, informez-vous.

En attendant de vous revoir et dont j'espire bientdt je reste votre

fill, I

Dvpois Raodl.

Ouben, le 4-1-1917.

Ma chArx Emma:
Je suis toujours en bonne sant^ et j'espire bien que ma petite

lettre vous trouvera tout k fait r^tablie de votre rhume que vous

avez eu.

Ma ch^re Emma voilk la 7* fois que je vous 6cri8 et an moins 5^

fois k Clara et je n'ai encore re^u que votre lettre et une de Clara

et une carte de Paul; cependant j'ecris toutes Ics fois que je peux

parce que les timbres font d^faut. Je vous dirai que le temps

me semble bien long et triste de ne rien recevoir sur autant de fois

que j'ai ecrit; si vous ne recevez pas de mes nouvelles informez-vous

et vous pourriez peut-etre mecrire plus souvtnt. Je relis votre

lettre plus de vingt fois par jour en attendant d'en recevoir une

S' fois. Vous devez comprendre comme le temps me semble long vu

que Ton n'a rien k faire sauf de faire un peu de lessive et raccom-

moder ses bas entretemps boire et manger et dormir et se promener

dans la cour; depuis que je suis entr£ au camp je n'ai encore vn

aucune personne de Guben; done je ne saurais vous dire s'ils sont

beaux ou laids; vous voyez quel plaisir que j'ai.

Ma ch^re Emma, depuis le 6 decembre j'ai demande un colis a

Clara et quand j'ai re9u votre le 38 vous me dites que vojs n'avez

encore rien re9u de moi; c'est bien malheureux parce que je voudrais
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THE DYING YEAR

bienfAt ~f '
"'" P'*"*"" patience, comme je crois

m-MS cue* vous et k Madame ainsi qu'4 mes amis.
Jeceve, de vot,e cher D.,i,. tout son amou, ain.i que «,

Jotre Che, D.si^ qui vou, aime de loi. comme de pre.. ,000

A bientdt j'espire.

Ch«h. Parent.: °''^°' «-^-*7.

Je vous 6cris ces quelqne. mot. pour vona f-,« ..„ •

juis p.. ^H content ain^i que JoseVetTol":; r^'q^eTp::
e temps n. nous semble pas encore long assez comme .Intaliencore nous passer des nouvelles de la maison; moi id, voii 2

ce nest pas la meme chose vous avez tout sous la main Cher,parents, je croyais ^re de retour pour la nouvelle alS'mais^vien, que c est tous canards. Maintenant Wez-mrbTenTeitender des incides s^rieux, vous entendez bien, s^rieux d^ ^eto"

n est ce pas, eh b.en, je vous la repete encore vous pouvez bien nousenvoyer toutes Ics semaines du riz et de la farine de ma» et rslrea nous tro.s ou bien encore du pain et des biscuits militaires car ic7

ourTn?",
'"''''"" '^'"""" ^' P'"' "»- «- t'O" q-^rejour, nous le, aurons. Maintenant dites-moi si Joseph travaUle et
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BELGIUM
route to Germany. Then the Kurrier with its announce-
ment, as I said ; a thrill of new life ran through the town

;

had the day come at last when the world could awake
from its long nightmare? Dared one hope?
The President's Note, though not the full text of it,

was published in the Brussels newspapers the next day.
One had to be wary of translations

—

traduttore tradi-
tore—but the following day we had the full text of the
noble document, that was already beginning to suffer
from that misunderstanding which was to be its fate,
the fate for a while of the pronouncements of all great
statesmen of vision who look beyond the present hour.
And yet its influences and its hope lingered in the

heart that Christmas Eve. The cold had suddenly
abated I it had been a mild, sunny day, and before tea
my wife and I took the dogs and went for a cross-coun-
try walk over the fields behind Uccle, by the mill and
down the avenue of tall poplars to lovely Droogen-
bosche. ... In a distant field there was a shepherd
and a flock of sheep, their fleece touched to silver by the
slanting rays of the sun that was going down behind
the old church. The dogs raced ofi", of course, to chase
the sheep, and I had to run to put them on the leash
again. The shepherd's dog, surprised at such foolish

commotion, looked up, and the shepherd, without mov-
ing, spoke, so softly, so calmly, one word—"/«/" and
the dog went straight to him and sat down by his side.

s'il a dijk fini le coin de terre, car moi quand je serai de retonr j'en
anrai an moins pour quinse jours pour me r^tablir.

Je finis ma carte en vous embrassant bien fort tous ainsi qn'Elise

et lea enfantsi Dites un peu k Charles Dereuck que son fils r&lame
da tabac et du ris et du sucre.

HiNRT Clooion.
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THE DYING YEAR
There was something very significant in it aU; the quiet

r!nT °' ?V»^r^''^^ -"PPed in his cloak lea^!ing on his crook. h,s slow, gentle movements, the ahnost
unperceptable advance he made across th; field theflock scattenng out behind him. feeding; then, at a sin!

Ill/h '/fr^ '^^"^ ^^ '»«-"• Christmas
Eve. and shepherds kept their watch by night, as of oldlWe stopped and listened; even the dogs wei silent Tntnat holy peace.

Peace!
. . But there was the dull, distant throb of

XnTl' •
^ ^^' humanity, as sheep scattered

abroad, havmg no shepherd I

1/
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HERMANCnO

My wife had invited the men of the C.R.B. to the

Orangerie for Christmas afternoon at tea-time, and she

asked Hermancito, whose kindness was so constantly at

the disposal of e -ery one,)to let her know for how many
she would have to prepare. She had had a note from
him (Ml Christmas Eve telling her of the approximate
nmnber, though he could not be quite sure, for they had
not all as yet come in from the provinces. "I can be

certain of but one thing," he had written, "and that is

that I shall be there, the first to arrive."

They came, a host of them, and by some tacit recog-

nition of the season they would not speak of all the

heart-rending scenes they had been witnessing, but

talked of other things, of America principally, and of

Christmas at home. There were laughing groups in the

galon and in the dining-room, and after a while some
one said:

"Where is Bulle?"

No one had seen him that day. , . . The talk and
the laughter went on.

"Where is Hermancito?" I asked each new-comer—
but no one knew. Then some one came, late; there was
a whisper, then a hush, and silence. Bulle was very
ill, taken suddenly on Christmas Eve. . . .

My wife and I went to see him the next morning at
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HERMANCITO

J?iIl.Tt* ^*K* ^*^' i^^^ "• The Mexican flag which

within. The concierge whispered with me in the hall:he must be kept very quiet. Christmas Eve he haddined at Baron Lambert's; he had walked homeward
along the Boulevard with Count van der Straaten
Ponthos. of the Belgian Foreign Office, and at the cor"ner of the Rue Joseph II the Count had suddenly no-

ti?v r.r *'T? ^" ^" 'P*^*^- «« 8°t him home;
they pu hmi to bed. and now his life was hanging by i
slender thread. ... Two days later he was dfad

I^a belle humeur," says an old French proverb. "e»tune desplus jolies forme, du cmrage." Hermancito

CD^r!^ ; T-Tk "f ^^ ^"^ '°"^'^«^' *°°' »"^h Spartan
courage as it is the fortune of few to possess. He had
seen his career broken just when it was coming to
fruition, and at first, without resources, with his coimtrym agony, its govermnent in coUapse. he was starting off
to America to become an American citizen and to iSgin

He filled a dehcate position in that important work

iTlf^S" Tu'^
acceptability that every one was de-

lighted, and he was a favourite with all the men. He
X.?* Tru ^J'^^""*" ""'^^ ^h^'" ^^^^ one takes
affectionate liberties. When the American expeditionwas ^n to Mexico he was as delighted as anybody;
he had always said that he looked to America to restore
order there, and when, in the etiquette of belligerency,
which the young men of the C.R.B. had so many 0?:
portunities of studying, they pretended for a day thatthey must not recognize him or take his hand, he toldme of It with that mfectious laughter he had for everyamusmg circumstance in a life that latterly had not been
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BELGIUM

amusing for him. He had served at Madrid, at Viemia,

at London, at Washington, and he was full of good
reminiscence. Nothing amused him more, however,

than the oiBce-boy at the C.R.B. He was the son of

ah American woman who had married a German baron,

long since dead; but the hoy was Baron, too, and the

young Americans of the C.R.B. had a constant and

inexhaustible delight in saying:

"Baron, get me a match," or "Baron, my hat."

But we, all of us, called on BuUe oftener than on any
baron for many services, fmd there seemed to be nothing

he could not do. Many a delicate mission he accom-

plished for me, many a little tangle he unravelled, many
a little miracle he wrought for which I guiltily accepted

the gratitude of some one in trouble.

And all that time he had been mortally ill. He re-

ferred to it in talking with me just once, and then al-

most casually, and never mentioned it again. There
are not many men with that indomitable courage, and

I should like to pay my tribute to it, and to him, who
was a true and loyal and unselfish friend in a world

where, as one learns more and more as one lives on in it,

friends are rare, and hard to get, and harder still to

keep.

We buried him on a cold, dark winter morning, the

last but one in the old year. In his little house in the

Rue Joseph II he lay under flowers and the Mexican

flag, in a room all black, amid the bewildering crackling

of candles, with the concierge's two little children be-

hind a curtain in the hall, broken-heartedly sobbing

over the friend they had lost. Bulle's father and mother

were in London, but a sister had come, and Seflor

Bestegue, who had been Mexican Minister at Berlin,
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»«» left in the to™ th. .
^"""""mt "ho

BeW™ „„ S:™1'1 ,1^ »;Z """'"«."-
affection and resoert fh-T • ? ® community of

lite could inl'"^M "'"^^' "°^*''*' ^^^"'•^

that Lndly n^^tdTeft h'TrVr^^^^^^^hearse on foot, a weat ornw^- li ,
^* ^°"°^«^ *^e

St-Josse at theXttom T?k'"»^''K' *° ^^'^ ^^^^^^'^ °^

The,., amid the tdW be^^^^^^^^^ ""'l
^^^ E«r«»«.

voice in the choir ChL an M ^"^ '*"'"* °^ * »'"«'«

one gnat force. ' ' ««"*'«'«» " the

fl
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XLIV

HOUDAYI

Thux is an amiable custom in Belgium of observing
two holidays where one is noted <mi the calendar; a
frank recognition, I suppose, prompted by universal

experience, of the fact that one good holiday deserves an-
other in order that one may recover from its effects. The
day after Christmas, when all the town was closed and
wore the air, if not of a holiday, at least of a dimanche,
as the Belgians call all their holidays, an event hap-

pened that created something like a panic in our n.idii;

We had word from Li^ge to the effect that the Ger-
mans had posted an affiche announcing that because of

the evil deeds of England the ravitaillement was dis-

continued, the Comite National dissolved, the functions
of the Commission for Relief suspended, and that the

feeding of the population would thenceforward be car-

ried on under German authority. The affiche, with

German thoroughness, contained a long series of para-

graphs directing in the minutest detail just how the

work should be done. I made inquiry at once and after

they had telephoned from the Politische Abteilung to

Li^ge, where the Geheimrath Kauffmann was then

Civil Governor, the authorities reported to me that it

was all a mistake, that the orders had been prepared
to be used only in a certain eventuality, and that by a

blunder they had been published, and then only in one
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HOLIDAYS
commune, that of St. Nicolas The Inddenfi only fan-
portwice, then, after we had recovered from the shock
It cauied ui and were breathing freely again, lay in the
tertimony it gave to German foresight; there was no
exigency which the German mind could imagine for
which it was not prepared.
The old year died to the infernal chorus of the can-

non, and the new was introduced by the Allies* response
to the peace proposals, which gave little hope of peace,
and we turned again to the endless round of our fa-
miliar difBcuIties. There was a phenomenon noted
tnroughout the war; with the coming on of winter what,m those scentiflc terms which the least scientific of us
like to employ, was called the "curve of peace" was
nsing; it went steadily up, and then in January it
dropped to zero once more, ready to begin its slow and
painful gradation upward with the hopss of a weary and
disheartened world.

In a long conversation with Baron von der Lancken
on New Year's Day I told him again of the universal
reprobation excited by the deportation of the working-
men, and he said that the policy was to be abandoned,
though gradually, so that the adversaries of Germany
could not say that it had been given up under pressure.
1 had had a despatch from Washington saying that the
interest in the revolting procedure was "inconceivable"
in America, as well it might be, and I was glad to be
able to say in the report I was then preparing that
there were indications that it was to be discontinued.
It was not discontinued just then, however, and it has
not been wholly discontinued since, despite announce-
ments by the German Government giving an official
tenor to what Lancken had told me as gossip behind the
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BELGIUM
scenes. The Germans were just then preparing the
levy that was to be made at JMalines on the fourth of
January, and Lancken told me that if I desired I might
send a representative of the Legation to witness the
scene. I told him that I should not officially send a rep-
resentative or be in any way identified with the proceed-
ing, but that if he could go as a mere spectator I should
permit Christian Herter, an attache, detailed for a while
from the Embassy at Berlin to assist us in the Lega-
tion, to look on. Lancken agreed, and going himself to
witness the seizures took Herter as his guest. Herter
was a young man just out of Harvard and animated
with all the enthusiasm of an intelligent liberalism, and
he returned from Malines, after a day spent in the cold,
full of the horror of the scenes he had witnessed. They
were no different from the scenes that were being en-
acted in that sombre tragedy all over Belgiimi, and I
have already described them to such an extent that it

would be merely piling horror on horror to repeat them,
but they were made all the more odious in Herter's eyes
by the fact that the officers in charge, evidently because
a neutral representative was present, tried to invest
their cruelties with a solicitude that only deepened the
young man's disgust. They asked him to taste the
soup provided for the poor fellows they were enslaving,
and as he was in the act, his tall, slender form bent
over the steaming kettle, they snapped cameras at him,
until he had disturbing visions of himself appearing in

illustrated weeklies as an approving witness of the gen-
tleness and propriety of German methods.
The Germans complained to me afterwards that he

had not been "correct"—because he had proteste

!

against this photographing, and because he had asked
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some embarrassing quest! ms during th.. arbitrary divi-
sion of the men into Ur,\-g and rechf:; but then the
Germans were always protesting, as .hough on prin-
ciple, agamst the action of some oae connected with
the American Legation, and two years and a half of
this mild form of frightfuhiess had hardened me and
left me indifferent.

I had my usual daily stream of callers, each with his
individual trouble, or danger, or despair. I had not
been out of the city for a year any farther than Malines
or Mariemont, and the want of change of air and of
scene had had the worst effect on my health. But a
change was coming; we had many premonitions of it,

though we did not know just bow soon it would be
upon us. . . .

In the meantune, however, those days bad to be lived,
and they brought in a kind of monotony the same trou-
bles with each morning. I remember an Englishman,
a resident of Brussels, sixty-eight years of age, who
forty-two years before had resigned a commission in
the English Territorial forces. Hearing of this, the
Germans classified him as an officer in the English Army
and ordered him deported to Germany. He came to
ask my aid, concerned for the wife he would have to
leave.

"If I go," he said patnetically, "I shall never see her
again."

He did not say it with any sense of pathos, or to be
pathetic; he was very cahn, very British. I put in a
plea for him, and two days later he was there again;
he had been ordered to report that night at ten o'clock.
It meant, he thought—and rightly—Germany and
Ruhleben the next morning.
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BELGIUM
"Is there any hope for me?" he asked.

There was something touching to me in this elderly

Englishman standing there, with such a cruel fate hang-
ing over him, sixty-eight, and ill, long a resident of

Brussels in that exile which so many Englishmen had
known in the old city. I got up at once and went to

Lancken, and after I had talked for a while he prom-
ised me, as a personal favour, he said, that the man
would not be deported.

The next morning the Englishman came to the Le-
gation again; he did not look sixty-eight that morn-
ing; he was much younger in the joy he tried to hide,

as he had tried to hide hii^ pain. He had gone, as or-

dered, to the Kommandantur the night before at ten
o'clock, trembling, fearing, and a German in broken
French had said:

"Pas aller en Allemagnet Vous avez des amisf Faus
ites Ubret A la matsonl"

There was another caller on those days, a funny lit-

tle Frenchman with a wizened, dwarfish face, who said

that he was pastor of a mission in Brussels; he be-

longed to some evangehcal sect that had its headquar-
ters in Cincinnati, which was so near my home that I
took an unusual interest in him, though he had never
been to Cincinnati and accepted it all on faith. He had
been haled before the German tribunals on a charge of
having read to his congregation anti-CJerman literature,

as all propagandists call their printed matter. He was
fifty years old, but, as though the fact might testify to

the wider experience of a still more advanced age, he
explained that he had a wife who was seventy-one. I

told him that as he was French he should go to Villalo-

bar, who had charge of French interests, but no, he said,
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he was pastor of an American church and would place
himself under the American «gis. I told him that, as
was the case with Paul and the Germans of his day.
the German?, had power only over his physical, and not
his spiritual hody, and that therefore he must go to the
Spanish Legation. He laughed and did so, but I did
what I could to aid him. and he did not suffer.
There were not many of my visitors who could laugh

at any phase of their predicaments. There was an old
man who had read that morning in the Dutch news-
papers that his son had faUen on the Belgian front;
those outside sometimes communicated with those inside
by mserting advertisements in the Rotterdam dailies
and there was nothing that I or anybody could do to
aid this man in his trouble.

Then one evening just at tea-time who should appear,
to our joy. but Vernon Kellogg, back in Belgium on a
mission for the north of France. He had got as far as
London on his homeward way, and there Mr. Hoover
had prevailed on him to remain and to undertake an-
other of those errands with which he was always so
successful. He had been to Paris and to Havre, and
reported that M. Francqui and Mr. Hoover had solved
their problems, and that Mr. Hoover had gone to Amer-
ica to arrange a loan to carry on the ramtaiUement.
which had long since outgrown the charity on which it
had once lived. Then M. Francqui returned, and the
next day Villalobar, with the news of the world outside,
and the Grand Cordon de St.-Gregoire le Grand, which
the Pope had given him. Baron von der Lancken re-
turned, too, from Berlin, and when I saw him at lunch-
eon at the Marquis's house he said in the course of our
gossip, first, that he had been unable to arrange for the
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BELGIUM
train for the English women because of the hatred of
everything English at Berlin, and then that the eflFect

of the response of the Allied Governments to the Presi-

dent's Note on peace had been to strengthen the military

party, who were just then pour la guerre d, outrance.

He hoped, he said, that the submarine warfare would
not be renewed, but that Berlin thought America would
not go to war if it was. I changed the subject, but from
that moment whatever doubts I may have had were dis-

pelled and I knew what was before us.

The German Chancellor might cynically refer to Bel-
gium as a "pawn" in the "imperial" hands, but to us,

who saw it all and lived it, she was a suffering, sentient

being, quivering and bleeding under hoof and pistol butt.

Von Bissing, sick at Wiesbaden, was practically elimi-

nated, and the military were having their own way un-
molested. They had ordered all the copper seized, and
Belgian housewives, proud of their shining batteries de
cuisine, were in tears at the thought of losing their,

precious heirlooms; all walnut-trees and poplar-trees

were ordered cut down—^the lovely tall poplars that are,

or were, so characteristic a mark of the landscape of
Brabant; we ourselves had the visit at the Orangerie
of a bandy-legged German, long a resident of Brussels,

and then serving his country as a member of the Secret
Police; he came stalking into the house and began shout-

ing uncouth orders to me to fell the two poplar-trees tiiat

formed so charming a part of the skyline at the bottom
of our lawn, and when, as who should say "Woodman,
spare that tree," I began to protest, he interrupted me
and said in his miserable guttural French that I had
nothing to do but to obey. I could have brained him
where he stood—so promptly do evil communications
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corrupt good manners—and when I m*.n*;«« a *u
Politische Abteilung and the exe^;tioLrSerf/he said he cared nothing for the Politische AbteS'I got h«n out of the house at last, and was an l̂o^"n
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DEPORTATIONS

The slave drive at Brussels began on the twentieth of

January. For several days the polizei had been distribut-

ing the yellow cards ordering the recipients to appear on

the morning of that day at the Gare du Midi, with boots,

blankets and extra heavy clothing. The card bore an

offer of employment and threatened a fine for disobedi-

ence of its command. The men thus summoned were

in nearly every case chomeur^ the Germans had made

up the lists from the files at the Meldeamt. No public

order had been proclaimed; notice was served on each

individual. The effect was not that instantaneous sen-

sation which the posting of an affiche produced in a vil-

lage, but the news percolated gradually and created its

horror. On the eighteenth of January an affiche was

posted seeking to justify the policy as benevolent in its

intentions and of benefit to the Belgian nation.^

^Lb TrAN8FKRT DE8 ChOMEURS

Avis du gouTemeur g6n6ral-lieutenant Hurt,

en date du 12 Janvier, 1917

La campagne de calonuiies et de mensonges men^e par nos ennemis

s'est nourrie, ces demiers temps, de I'expWition des sans-travail

se trouvant en Belgiqjie. Des protestations pleines de phras^

oiogie se sont ^lev^es centre cette mesure, tant dans le territoire

occupe de la Belgique que dans les pays neutres ou ennemis. Les

grands mots servant de fond a ces protestations sont principalement

:

"Atteinte au droit des gens," "Attentat k la dignity et k la libertfi
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The eve of the deportations the fear that brooded

over the city was ahnost palpable to the senses. Even

des ouvriew belgea," "Crime centre I'humanit^ et lei droitt de U
famille," "Esclavage et ti .vail forc6 comme pour les crimineli."
La plupart dea protestaUona llvr^i k la pubUcW comptent sur
rignorancc et la crMuliti des masses pour semer en Belgique I'in-
quiaude et plonger ainsi le pays dans de nouveaux malheurs.
Jusqn'A present, ces desseins ont £chou6 devant le bon sens de la
population. Toutefois, sous Teffet des excitaUons sans mesure,
un certain nombre d'ouvriers exp6dit^s continuent k estimer que
l-honneur" et le "patriotisme" exigent qu'ils refusant de se mettre
au travail.

Tous ceux vivent en Belgique savent qu'il y a ici, depuis des
ann^es, plusieurs centaines de mille sans-trarail sollidtant en vain
une occupation; que beaucoup de sans-travail, du fait que les
secours publics ne suffisent pas dans bien des cas k I'entretien de
leurs families, se sont ^gar^s du droit chemin; que, dans ces condi-
tions, rins&urit^ des biens, I'amour du jeu et la paresse se sont
accrus sans cesse. En bon nombre d'endroits, dca bandes armees
comptent j usque quarante hommes, ont ravagd les champs et les
jardins. Aux environs des Trois-Fontaines et ailleurs encore, de
veritables combats se sont livres entre les patrouilles allemandes du
service forestier et des voleurs de bois et des braconniers. Le
commerce clandestin des produits alimentaires a pris des propor-
tions telles, que la distribution Equitable de ces produits et I'appro-
visionnement uniforme de toutes les classes de la population sont
devenus quasi impossibles.

En presence de cette situation, et en vue d'&lairer les esprits, je
porte ce qui suit k la connaissance de la population:

"Atteinte au droit des gens." Suivant I'article 52 de I'Annexe
k la Convention de La Haye du 18 octobre 1907, les services exig6s
des habitents doivent etre "de telle nature qu'ils n'impliquent pas
pour les populations Tobligation de prendre part k des operations
de la guerre contre lenr patrie." L'article 43 oblige le pouvoir occu-
pant "de retablir et d'assurer I'ordre et la vie publics."

Les autorites allemandes ont declare a plusieurs reprises qu'aucun
Beige ne serait astreint a des travaux en opposition avec l'article Si.
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women had received the fatal yellow cards. The twen-
tieth came and almost before daylight, early in that cold,

glacial dawn—there had been what we in America call

Conform^ment k I'article 49, Son Excellence le Gonverneur g^n^ral

f'est Tu en droit et oblig£ de publier les anitiu des 14 et 19 aoAt

1915, Mictant del mesures contre ceux qui refuaent de faire nn
travail d'int^rdt public ou qui, par paresse, se soustraient au travail.

De m£me I'exp^ition des lans-travail k d'autres lieux de travail

n'est interdite par aucune disposition du droit des gens. L'Angle-

terre, la France et la Russie n'ont jamais h^sit^, tant qu'ils en ont

eu I'occasion, d'^loigner des milliers d'habitants des territoires occu-

p^s par ces puissances et de contraindre ces gens au travail, bien

soQvent en les maltraitant indignement.

Je le demande: Pourquoi les protestataires, avant d'devir la voix,

n'ont-ils pas consult^ les dispositions du droit des gens applicables

en la matiire?

"Attentat k la dignity et k la liberty des ouvriers." L'honneur

et la dignitd des ouvriers beiges leur commandent-ils de se laisser

nourrir eux et leurs families, par I'assistance publique, alors qu'en

d'autres localit^s ils peuvent se procurer un travail r^mun^rateur?

La "liberty" exige-t-elle que des centaines et des centaines de mille

ouvriers sains et robustes, pouss^s par un faux patriotisme ou par

paresse;, se croisent les bras, alors que I'existence de nombreux
millions d'etres reclame imp^rieusement la production des denr^es

alimentaires et le maintien du trafic?

"Crime contre I'bumanitj et les droits de la famille." La voix

de I'humanit^ et le bien des families commandent-ils que des hommes
aptes au travail se trainent dans les* cabarets, sur les places de jeux
et aux coins des rues, pendant que les femmes et les enfants endu-
rent au foyer les affres de la mis^re et de la faim.> Est-ce k I'avan-

tage des families ouvri^res que beaucoup de p^res, de fils et de

frfcres s'habituent A I'oisivet^, on bien deviennent des voleurs et des

criminels et finissent par 6chouer dans les prisons? N'est-il pas

plus humain de contraindre les sans-travail k gagner pour leur

famille le pain ndcessaire?

"Esclavage et travail forc6 comme pour les criminels." Est-ce

I'esclavage, est-ce le travail forc^ lorsque les ouvriers beiges qui,
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a bWd-the men began to appear at the Gare du
Midi. Ihey came in groups of ten, of twenty, of fifty,some m warm clothes, with their bundle, pathetically
ready, others without even overcoats, shivering in the
searching mnd. With them were their women and chil-
dren come for the last gcxjd-by. The arrangements
were diabolically perfect ; all the streets were barred, and
there was a squadron of Uhlans, grim and brutal as only
Uhlans know how to be to keep the people back, so that
only those furnished with the yellow cards had the sin-
ister distinction of admission to the lines. The menwere taken inside the station, while those who had al-
reiidy bidden them precautionary and grievous fare-
weUs lingered m the anguish of a persistent hope behind
those ropes, beyond the lances of the Uhlans. The
hours passed; the selection went on within the walls of
the station.

Now and then a man would bolt from the gaunt
-Picture, dancing for very joy. some physical defect.

and morbid preoccupation. -Ireaded in itself as a portentof doom, a sentence of death, now proved to be a re-

d^ji pendant la pa«, cherchaient souTcnt d„ travail k 1 etran«er ,ejoient offri, 4 present une occupation .oyennant „n saW^rj:
flev6. ,ou, les memes conditions et dans les m^mes circonstancesqu aoz ouvriers allemands ?

rconsiances

Pour terminer, je feral remarquer qu'4 I'occasion des premiers
*

ml.r„ r/r"\''
''"''"'"" """" «=* -^P'^- - -tTm!

refua/d aidert T. " »''""»•''*"«-« communales beiges avaientrcfu86 d aider h la designation des int^resses. Son Excellence leGouverneur g^n.ral a immediatement ordonne d'examinerts d"ecas et de provoquer la rent^^e des personnes expedites abusivement
Plus les autont^s beiges faciliteront la tache, plus les rigueurs rtles erreurs seront ^vit^es a I'avenir.
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BELGIUM
prieve instead, a means of liberation, so that its victim
could fling himself into the anns of s<xne waiting

(TraniUUon:)

Thk Trakivkr or thb Ch6uevpm.
Notice of the Governor Lieutenant-general Hurt,

dated January 18, 1017.

The campaign of calumny and of liei carried out by enemiea baa
been nourished lately by the lending away of the unemployed in

Belgium. Protestations full of phraseology are raised against this

measure, as much in the occupied territory of Belgium as in the
countries of neutrals or enemies. Big words serving as a ground
for these protestations are principally: "Violation of international

law," "Assault on the dignity pd on the liberty of Belgian work-
ing men," "Crime on humanity and on the family life," "Slavery
and forced labour as lor rriminals." The greater part of the pro-

testations made public roi.nt on the ignorance and credulity of the

masses in order to spread dissatisfaction in Belgium, and hence
to plunge the country in new woe. Up to the present time this

design has failed because of the good sense of the population.
However, under the eff'-ct of excitations without measure a certain

number of working men sent away continue to esteem that the

"honour" and "patriotism" demand that they refuse to go to work.

All those who live in Belgium know that there has been here for

several years several hundreds of thousands of unemployed seek-

ing occupation in vain ; that many of the unemployed, from the fact

that public charity is not sufficient, in many cases, to care for their

families, have left the straight path; that under these conditions

the insecurity of property, the love of gambling and of idleness,

have increased in large measures. In many places armed bands of

as many as forty have ravaged fields and gardens. In the neigh-

borhood of Trois-Fontaines and other places veritable combats have

taken place between German patrols of the forest service and

those stealing wood and poachers. Clandestine commerce in ali-

mentary products have taken on such proportions that an equitable

distribution of these products and an equal provisioning of all

classes of the population have become almost impossible.

In the presence of this situation, and in order to enlighten the
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woman and mingle his tears of joy with hers, and so
away, as though treading on air, some miracle having

mind, I bring the following to the knowledge of the popuUUon:
"VioUtion of intern«tlon«l law." Following art. Si of the

Anne* to The Hague Convention of October IS, 1907, the work de-
manded of inhabitant! shall be of auch a nature that it will not
imply for the population the obligation to take part in operations
of war against their country. Article 48 obliges the occupying
Power to re-esUblish and to protect life and maintain public
order.

The C erman authorities have declared several times that no
Belgian will be compelled to work contrarily to art. fl«. In con-
formity with art. as, His Excellency the Governor-General has
felt himself to have the right, and was obliged to publish his de-
crees of August 14 and 13, 1915, edicting measures against those
who refused to work in the public interest or who, by lasiness,
avoid work. Besides, the sending of unemployed to other places of
labour is not prohibited by any provision of international law.
England, France, and Russia have never hesitated, whenever they
had occasion to waive away thousands of inhabitants from terri-

tories occupied by these Powers, and they compelled these in-

habitants to work, very often treating them with indignity.

I ask: "Why have not protestators, before waving their voice,

consulted the provisions of international law applicable to this

subject?"

"Assault on the dignity and on the liberty of working men."
Does the honour and the dignity of Belgian working men command
them to permit themselves and their families to be fed by public

assistance when in other localities they can find remunerative

labour? Does liberty demand that hundreds and hundreds of

thousands of working men, wealthy and robust, impelled by a false

patriotism or by lasiness, fold their arms when the existence of

millions of beings imperiously demands the production of food-

8tu£Fs and the maintenance of traffic?

"Crime against humanity and the right of families." Do the

voice of humanity and the well-being of families demand that men
fit for labour should loaf in public-houses, on playing-fields and on
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BELGIUM
restored life and hope. . . . But there were other
women who waited all that day. until their tean dried

in the dumb anguish of that cruel and monstrous sepa-
ration.

Mr. Gregory had secured permission for the delegates
of the C.R.B. to be present, and they distributed food
and clothing to the men who were herded into the wait-

ing cattle-cars and hurried away into that awful, and,
as it proved for so many of them, that hopeless exile.

That same evening I received a delegation from the

burgomasters of ten cmnmunes in La Louvifere, near
Charleroi, asking that permission be obtained to send
to the deported men in Germ .ny caiatettet, boxes of
food such as were sent to the prisoners of war. The
German authorities had refused to permit this save in

•treet corners, while their wive* and children at home endure the
pangs of poverty and of hunger? Is it to the advantage of working
men's families that many fathers, sons, and the brothers acquire the
habit of lasiness or become thieves and criminals and finish as
wrecks in prisons ? Is it not more human to compel the unemployed
to work to gain the necessary bread for their families?

"Slavery and forced labour as for criminals." Is it slavery, is

it forced labour, when Belgian workmen, who already in time of

peace sought work in other countries, are now offered an occupation

that will pay them large wages under the same conditions and in

the same circumstances as German working men?
Finally, I shall point out that at the time when the first unem-

ployed were sent away some errors and mistakes were commit-

ted because the Belgian communal administrations had refused to

aid in designating the interested persons. His Excellency the

Governor-General immediately ordered an examination of divers

cases and brought about the return of those persons who were

wrongly sent away. The greater facilities given by the Belgian

authorities to this task, the more will rigorous measures and mis-

takes be avoided in the future.
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JCTtain iwJ.ted imUnces, and some Belgians, returningfrom their captivity, reported that even X^ .uchTaSf.«es were received they only gave the autrrit^Tof Sbe•kve compound, an additional and effec ^e mea„,^;^g the deported Belgian, to sign the laW con!

The seizures continued for days; the arctic weathergrew more and more severe, and at last even the Ger'

T'aZI T'^' '^7 """"""^^^ «" Thursday thatthe deportations would be suspended. It was saidthough I never had any means of verifying the figuj«that at Brussels only about fifteen hundred were^mn-'

.nd that three hundred were deported, so that Zl7ltal did no suffer in comparison with other places.
^

Dr. Kellogg, back from the north of France re-ported that the generals down there were in a Windrage over the failure of the peace plans, and were fur^

that the unhmited submarine warfare was inevitable

Berl^7?/°",?7
^""^''^"' j"«* *»•«" returning 7rom'

1 'Af^
a diplomat that the military party was^the Mddle and that the miUtaires had decided T th^^puW of the neutral diplomats f.m Satstrs y!

mans m tha^T™ ^* ""' "''^' *^' '^'' '^' ^er-

t^rcouldnnt •
""? r' ""*""« '^' «"'^' '^"d thatthey could not win and that, maddened by the responsethe Allies had made to the peace overtures, they wouldmaie war more frightful than ever.

tJrZ ."7Wers at Brussels had published mutilated
tronscnpts fj^m the Pi^sident's Message of January
twenty-second. but they published enough to make o^
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realize it as a great and historic document, one of those

charters of human liberty that speak for voiceless peo-

ples everywhere, and it was the only light in the darkness

of the times. It produced its instant effect in Belgium,
where the people, who had come to national conscious-

ness through suffering, seemed somehow instinctively to

understand and to appreciate the President long before

others had recognized in him the leader of liberalism in

a woild where the forces of reaction were everywhere
so strong. I had numerous instances of this understand-

ing. "Magnifique/ mau magnifiquer many a man ex-

claimed to me, and even a little girl, whose mother was
in a German prison, wrote me a letter to express her

joy, saying that it was a "hope for the people."

The Grerman Kaiser's birthday fell on the twenty-
seventh, and the Germans were celebrating an event that

really lieems to have been fraught with considerable in-

terest for mankind. They fired salutes from cannon in

the broad space of the Place Polaerts before the Palais

de Justice—and to the delight of the Belgians the

horses reared and injured eight soldiers. And in thd

Grand' Place they acted a comedy! Grerman officers

mounted to the portico of the Hotel de Ville and the

Maison du Roi, waving handkerchiefs to the crowds be-

low—crowds composed of the horde of German civilians

at Brussels summcxied to impersonate the Brussels pop-
ulace before the cinematographic machines that were
industriously grinding in the comers of the beautiful

square, taking pictures to be reproduced later as proof

of the love the Belgians bore the invaders of their land

and their homes, their liberties and their honour.

The sentiments in the hearts of those sad people

dragging through those bleak streets on that Imperial
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birthday were far other than those expressed by those
waving handkerchiefs, and the servile "Hochf Hochr
of those docile folk in the Grand' Place, doing always as
they were told.

'

These days, the last in that dark month of January,
rmain in my memory with the distinctness of etching.
They were so cold, so stUl and so highly charged with
forebodmg. Their incidents seemed invariably sadden-
ing; van Holder, for instance, taken suddenly ill just
as his art. touched with some new, profounder quality
by the sorrows of the war, must go at once to Switzer-
land, and I begged a paagierschein for him. He went,
and while It IS of no relevance, I can recall each detail
of the walk I took late one afternoon to tell his family
that I had heard of his safe arrival at Davost-Platz.
It had been snowing hard all day, and toward evening
1 went over to his house, past the old estaminet. le Vieux
Cornet, m the garden of which on pleasant Sunday aft-
ernoons in summer I used to see the members of the
archery clubs, in shirtsleeves, at their ancient, graceful
sport, letting fly their arrows at the tufted tops of the
tall poles; I trudged over to his house through the deep
snow across the fields there behind La Ferme Rose,
which aU the artists of Brussels during so many years
have loved to paint. The snow was piled high all around
the garden that had been so laughing, so gay, all sum-
mer long. I rang at the high gate, and the beU clanged
dismally against the ivy that mantled the fa9ade of the
house. There was no response any more; the famUy
had gone to the home of relatives.

And I recall that other walk I took with Josse Allardm the twilight over the snow in the park, its shining
surface glowing pink in the sun that had gone down
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BELGIUM
in flame behind the dark trees to the west; we talked
of intimate things, vague hopes and dreams, and of
aprh la guerre. The dogs tmnbled and gamboled in
the snow, and the old Greonendael at the closed chateau
began to bay. . . ,

Why do such immaterial scenes live vivid in the mem-
ory? Is it because they are already invested with that
saddest of all sentiments—^the feeling of jamaU pint t

The sense of it haunted me persistently, paralyzing all

initiative, all energy. ...



XLVI

THE end's BEomNmo

Then late one evening Ruddock sent me word thatvon der Lancken wished to see me at ten o'clock on themorrow
;
it was very urgent, though he had not said waat

atW .K '^ J5''"™ '^^ "^ *° "^y- I ^^^ that
at last the end had come.
I drove to the Politische Abteilung the next morning^fore ten o'clock, and vhen I went into the little roomwhere Conrad sat I read in his grave face the reflected

^rhT;?/,^f"'^*""- I^^^J^edhimwhatwar;;.
but he. dutifully keeping his secret, pretended not toknow. I was shown into that yellow salon, the scene ofso many anxious, so many difficult, so many painful

ST" r"? *l°^
^'"" I ^t«^ » the embrasure oftoe window lookmg out across the Rue Ducale into thepark, watching the white sea-gulls that were there allthat winter as the
. ,re before the Palace of the King.They had been driven in from the North Sea by therigours of the terrible winter to seek their food, and the

people used to feed them, standing in the cold andflinpng them the crumbs they could hardly spare. The
gulls, wheehng with consummate skill on wings of silver
and of pearl, there over the snow in the cold winter's
sunhght. were concerned about their ravitaiOement, too,
poor lovely things!
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And there was Villalobar, just come, standing beside

me.

"C'eat la guerre »ou»-marifie—iL outrance" he said,

in a low, serious tone.

Von Moltke had told him. And somehow for a sec-

ond I was glad that the moment at last had come, glad

that a situation so long impossible was at last made
clear, glad above all that neutrality was at an end.

Van Vollenhoven arrived; he, too, had been siunmmed
to hear the announcement. We waited. . . .

After a while von der Lancken entered in his grey

uniform and the well-worn puttees, evidently from a

morning canter in the Bois. 9He was pale, with those

black circles under his eyes that always showed there

when he was troubled or concerned. He made a little

apology for having kept us waiting, and then waved us

to oiu* familiar seats at that marble-topped centre table.

Dr. Brohn appeared in a great double-breasted blue

coat with silver buttons, and enormous boots, as big as

Bismarck's; and then Dr. Reith in a long morning coat,

extremely high collar, and brilliant cravat. They were

seated and then Lancken began formally:

"Messieurs, j'ai une communication importante & vous

fcire en ce qui conceme la guerre sous-marine. Je
m'adresse a vous en voire quality de protecteurs de

I'ceuvre de ravitaiUement."

And then he asked Dr. Reith to read, and opening a

great dossier Reith read to us the Note addressed by

Herr Zimmermann to Mr. Gei ard, declaring Germany's

intention to blockade the coasts of Great Britain, France

and Italy, and after he had read this he read a state-

ment to the effect that the German Government did not

wish the C.R.B. to cease functioning, and desired us to

700



THE END'S BEGINNING
consider what could be done to insure the continuance
of the ra^tMemerU} Then for three-quarters of anhour we discussed the new situation, which was so farbeyond any decision of ours, or any hope of change.
since rt represented the will of the military party. whS

* The sUtement is as follows:

BelSolr tf T o'
"^ humanitaire du ravitaillement de laBelgique Mar le Gouvemcment Imperial doit exiger que la Com

e plus direct, la d.te «one sans craindre d'attaques imprevues et que

u'XTfLr^""*
'''"' '-' '-'''' -"^'^^ P-^'"' "^«"'

a vl 1 ,
^'" """' ** P'"'""* *"""«" J" ««»« '"terdi e parla vo,e la plus d.recte. Toutefois I. Commission for Relief es

sTis eTtr ; " "" *""'" ''^ "'"*'= ^-« '" P"«8essiraees en dehors de .a *• . mtprrlito r». _ • ,
_ • .

-a jii inieraite. L,es navires qui ne donnp-

(Translation:)

It goes without saying that the Imperial Government has not the
slightest intention of hindering the work of the ra...«.«.J^ofBelgium But the Imperial Government must demand that the Com-
mission for Relief eause its ships to travel outside the forbidden

TX , tt'u
'^"' ^'""''"* *•"** '^'' "'•'P" •" '^'^ f«"bidden zoneon the 1st February can leave the said sone, by the most direct route,

without fear of unexpected attacks, and that the ships finding them-
selves m English ports can, up to the evening of the 4th February.

M i^T ."° """ *^' ^"*'*^'^"° '»"'= by t''^ '»««'* direct route.
Nevertheless the Commission for Relief is urged in the most earnest
manner to divert by an immediate notice all ships en route toward
those waters situated outside the forbidden zone. The ships that
do not give heed to such a notice wiU do so at their own risk and
periL
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steady rise to autocratic power in Germany had been
revealed by the successive measiu%s of the deportations,

the military power that must be consulted even before

the decision in so small a matter as the granting of per-

mission to a few English nurses and governesses to leave

Belgivun could be reached. Bissing, dying at Wies-
baden, was no longer the depository of sovereign power
in Belgium but a mere figurehead in whose name the

Greneral Sta£F governed Belgium, as it governed the

itape and the north of France. It was the moment that

decided the fall of von Bethmann, approved every ex-

travagance of von Tirpit^ and witnessed the apotheosis

of von Hindenburg, though men there in Belgium, the

inevitable sceptical, always seeking the power behind the

throne, were contending that the burly hero owed his

laurels to the genius of Ludendorff, the real intelli-

gence in the Greneral Staff.

Lancken, in giving us copies of the documents, gave
us also little maps showing the lines drawn around
Great Britain, Spain and Italy, those dead lines across

which—^incredible insolence 1—^American ships were not

to pass. Looking at them I knew what America would
say, and yet just then, studying for the moment those

charts, we did not discuss that question. We followed

the narrow and tortuous lane that had been traced fo'

the C.R.B. ships around the Orkneys and John O'Groat,

and around Italy and Spain, and then VUlalobar, with

his finger on the map of his own country, said:

"You haven't left us room enough even to go in

bathingi"

We sent for M. Francqui and Mr. Gregory. What
was to be done? Could the ravitcdUement be preserved?

I was glad of Gregory's presence, for his legal mind,
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much for Belgium. He had intended to go to Rott^-dam on the next day; he determined inst^d to^^i

telegraph to the heads of our respective States to ask

3rZ;7», ^ :
•^- '^''P' ^^^'^ ^^^^^ »* Rotterdamjnthout havmg to stop at English ports to be search^for contraband, the control to be exercised at R^^dam or at New York. While we were discussing^

tant^"''
^"^ '^"^^'«^* ^'' '^^ » t^e impor-

thm!irfW /°'T *° "''^"' *^'^* ^""«°n' though I

bit f K ?;l
^.°"«h* ""'^•^r it. and answer it corre^ty:but I had the mipression that the Germans wi^J;

persistent misunderstanding of Amer^aTp^l o^and character were convinced even then that tSy coiUdtack around this point by trimming the sails ItZgand tortuous diplomatic discussion. I had another im^

Cfr T^ *** ""*' *^^^ *^« Gennans were certain^at the submarmes thus mileashed and set free to work

IfTui^Ltf^r^^rX^^--^^-^^^^--^^

Brohn spoke generally in English; he had been muchm America. And Lancken added:
"Out, tt faut que ca finisse."
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'W

And so we separated to send off our telegrams to

Washington and Madrid. Van Vollenhoven was going

to The Hague for the week-end—it was on a Thurs-

day. Lancken promised passports for Gregory and

Francqui; they would go to Holland that afternoon.

It was very colc^ and clear the next day, what enthu-

siasts call fine weather. We waited and watched. And
yet I was perfectly certain of the answer; it would be

war, inevitable from that moment in August, 1014, when

the two old systems clashed once more in a world that,

by the many inventions which man, originally made up-

right, had wickedly sou^t out, had grown too small for

both to live in it any Icniger together. It had been in-

evitable from the moment when the war brought face to

face at last two civilizations, two ideals, two faiths—on

the one hand the ideal of liberty and human justice, on

the other that of brute force and material success. It was

the logical conclusicxi of the whole question raised by

the sinking of the Lusitania, and nobody who was not

the dupe of the stupendous illusions of that other world

in which we used to live ever would have supposed that

Germans could restrain themselves from using, once

they had it, such a weapon as the submarine, which, c(»n-

bining ruthlessness and stealth, exercised on their mani-

acal minds a fatal fascination, and, by one of those ironies

with which history is replete, was destined to lure them

ultimately to their own defeat.

War ! The word assimied a new meaning as I thought

of my own country involved in it. For as the Germans
had conceived it and forced it on the world, war was

more hideous than ever.

"Der Kreig hat gamichts elegantes mehr" as the old

Emperor Franz-Josef said.
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And yet, strangely, I felt no regret in it I w.. «.a

denly, not exultant, but proud andTl«^ t /
^*

Jy
had ari.„ i„ the fier^ss a^d pride o^itT^^^^^^

z::'zrL^^''' "^*'^ -soie^tttce'^^t

exlSed toln7- T'"' ^""«f *'"^' I «»«>"Jd haveexpected to find, m such a moment, in my breastI was almost sorrv that I }i«ri « * .

<^d Of «,. Sund.T.T^™r„'C^J:f *;
sit

i

i
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THE KAYITAILLEMENT A8SUBED

I SPENT the whole of the following day, Saturday, at

the Legation, waiting for word from Washington. Sun-

day came, and we waited all day at the Orangerie,

where it was still so peaceful, the great park steeped in

the white solitude of the crisp snow. At tea-time Vil-

lalobar arrived, and even before he had spoken a word

I could read in his face the news he brought. The Presi-

dent had broken off diplomatic relations; he had it from

Lancken, who had shown him the Reuter and Wolfe

despatches. The Marquis had hardly uttered the words

before Ruddock arrived with Gregory, just back frcwn

Holland.

"Yes," said Gregory in his business-like way, "the

President had recalled Gerard and given Bemstorff his

passports."

We sat there in what for the moment was futile dis-

cussion of the event, wondering what we should do with

the ravitaUleinent

The next morning I drove to the Legation through

bleak, deserted streets; few were abroad, save that at the

King's stables on the boulevard in the fog a knot of

people was gathered to watch the seizure of horses; a

great round-up was in progress under the guard of

Uhlans sitting their horses, with long lances and soiled

guidons. At the Legation I heard that von der Lancken
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had gone to Berlin but I went to see von Moltke. He
tI^ P p;e; Lancken would not be back unSThursday but he had left wo„l that he hoped to J^ethen. They were all depressed at the Politische AbtTlung-ev dently they had had no notion thlHt PrL

.'

dent would act so promptly and so decisively T^ywere under no illusions as to what a ruptu,^ in dipl^^

^ "b^ warn"* ^^' *°' y°" ''°^*'^'-'»
'* '<^d

piS ?. i ''™;^"^' ^ "'''^' «» ^^ translated thePresidents address for me from the German text intoFrench; we talked a while, but to no pu^o^sS^neither of us knew anything as yet officiallyAH morning long and all that afternoon the Legation

^Crhem vT^'k'"^
Burgomaster Lemoiinier

3.r M?
/^"'^^°^'^'™ « '^d out. and towardevenmg Mr. Gregory came with M. Francoui MFrancqui wished the men of the C.R.B. toSn i^dto cntmue their work, and even as we talkTa td^^am came from London, asking that I announce to tSBelgian people that the ravit^Uenent would g^ on

heads m the old hopelessness of ever making those "out-«de understand the conditions under which we liveS in

ISv ^^^'
''"^T.^^^r^ no one. except the German

authorities, made public announcements.
We reestablished ourselves at the Legation, which

P^fkin^r'""" "' ?""^ ^"' ^"'^^' -^^ *^nk" -d
on^ all the bustle of preparation to leave, was not acheerful place. There is sadness in aU parting, and thei^
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^m

WM something peculiarly saddening in this; men came

to bid me good-by, tears in their eyes as they did so;

and that evening when we escaped for dinner to the

Allards, our good de Sin^ay, lifting his glass to pro-

pose my wife's health, made a touching little speech

which he could not finish. Our situation had ever this

unique quality, of which I fear I have not made enough

in these pages; we were arncmg friends who had grown

very dear in the sufferings we had shared. And now

that we were going that very fact made it all the harder.

But though we said good-by, we did not go. We lin-

gered on the scene perforce, with an embarrassing sense

of anti-climax. Nor could we plan to go; I was waiting

for instructions from Washington and for Lancken's re-

turn from Berlin. From this anxiety and uncertainty,

there was no relief in work, for the news had stricken all

acticm with a paralysis; we could only sit about and wait,

while Ruddock and I w(mdered what to do with the

cipher codes when we went, whether to bum them or

risk taking them with us.

My communication with my Government and with

tlie outside world had been suspended; my cablegrams

were refused and while we were speculating as to when

and how we should go I had a telephone message from

Count Harrach, saying that there was a press despatch

from Washington which indicated that I might stay in

Brussels if the Germans made no objections. Then on

the heels of this unexpected news came a polite note

from Count von Moltke, transmitting a package of tele-

grams in cipher. We seized them eagerly, and Rud-

dock and Herter set themselves to the task of decipher-

ing them. We stood anxiously by, Mrs. Ruddock, my
wife, Merritt, Swift, an attach^ lately detailed to the
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Legation and just arrived from Washington, and I
hanging eagerly on the cipher groups as slowly they
disclosed their secrets—surely the instructions would be
among them I The first despatch was from Mr. Hoover,
who was in Washington, ordering the men of the C.R.B.
to remain at their posts; there were other despatches
relating to other details; and then at last the one, the
principal despatch. It was very still in that room, the
atmosphere of which had palpitated with so many sensap
tions during those long months and years since, in those
hot nights of August, 1914, the despatches deciphered
there had come to have an interest almost historic; the
words came out slowly, one after another. Ruddock
swiftly turning the leaves of the code. Herter writing
down the translation. Yes. it was the despatch for
which we had been watching and waiting; only it
seemed strangely brief. There was some difficulty with
the ciphers, but finally they decoded a sentence to the
effect that the Legation and the archives and the pro-
tection of American interests were to be transferred to-

—

, and Herter suddenly tossed his pencil to the desk,
Ruddock slammed the code book shut with a dull report,
and they sat back in their chairs and laughed. The'
despatch ended there. We knew no more than we knew
before. It was, as it proved after the work of rectifica-
tion and verification had been accomplished, a correc-
tion of some previous despatch, one that had not reached
us. So there was nothing to do but to wait.

Count Harrach called that afternoon on behalf of the
Governor-General, who had just returned frorn Wies-
baden, and, still ill, had taken to his bed at the chateau
de Trois-Fontaines. Count Harrach presented the
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Governor-Greneral's compliments and expressed his hope
that I arrange to stay in Belgium.

"His Excellency says it would be a calamity if the
raoitaUlement were to come to an end," said the Count.
"He wishes very greatly that you stay to insure its con-
tinuance. In Germany"—he paused, looked at me a
moment, and went on—"in Germany we have hardly
enough to eat ourselves; we have none to give the Bel-
gians."

Through my mind there flashed the recollection of
the logical arguments of all those theorists who had
spoken with such owlish wfedom of The Hague Cwiven-
tions and the duty of the occupant to nourish the popu-
lation.

"On est trh terfS/* the Count was saying, and he
gave a little laugh as if to cover whatever embarrass-
ment there was in the situation.

I asked the Count to make my compliments and to
give my thanks to the Governor-General and to say
that I should do all in my power to aid in sustaining
the work of the ravitaUlement, but that I could say
nothing definitely until I had received instructions. It
was a curious sensation, finding myself at last in a po-
sition I had long anticipated and prepared for; I had
thought it out in the watches of the m'ght, and decided
that in that emergency we should replace the Ameri-
can delegates by Dutch and Spanish delegates, and
Hoover had been of that mind; thus the ravitaillement
might go on. But now that the long-anticipated emer-
gency had arisen my solution was not so simple. That
is the way with emergencies; try how we will to prepare
for them, the imagination can not envisage all the pos-
sibilities; the expected never happens; the one thing
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certain of any situation is that it wiU never be what one
thought It would be. I had never had any iUusions as
to that euphemism "rupture of diplomatic relations";
It meant war. soon or late, and I had felt from the be-gmnmg that it would be impossible for the Americans
long to remain in Belgium; they could not safely con-
tmue their work in an enemy country. Diplomaticallymy position was simple enough; I had only to leave
Belgium and proceed to Havre, the seat of the Belgian
Government. But there was another complication; I
could not go and leave the men of the C.R.B. behind.
Ihad thought of th i , too, in the watches of the m-ght.
Thus, even while Harrach sat there, and after he had
gone. I was turning the old problem over in my mind;
the feeding of the Belgians must go on, the brave lit-
tle nation must be kept alive-and the men of the
CR.B. must be got out of Belgium.
The weather seemed to grow colder with each day. a

veritable froid de hup, as the French say. The corri-
dors of the Legation resounded with the sound of ham-
mer and of saw, as Gustave packed up the archives, and
there were callers in such throngs as we had not known
smce those August days of 1914, men asking for news,
men to bid us fareweU, members of the C.R.B. come to
have then- passports pHt in order. Among the callers
one mommg was M. Louis Franck, the eloquent dep-
uty and acting Burgomaster of Antwerp, the leader
of the Flemish movement in Belgium; a striking manm appearance, Franck. with his full reddish beard; he
could be eloquent and convincing in four languages.
He came on behalf of the provincial committee of Ant-
werp to ask me to remain.
"Your presence will be a comfort to the people," he
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generously said. "They will be less hungry with you
here than with you away. In remote villages in Flan-
ders humble folk are praying to-night that you remain."
His musical voice, like some deep-toned instrvmient

of many melodious strings, the rich, rolling accent in

which he spoke French, made his plea very moving^
"Mime si le rcantaiUement continue, restez parmi

nous, car le reconfort moral que vous nous donnerez
nous fera du bien"

Count von Moltke continued to send me my cable-

grams and finally the important one arrived instructing

me to turn American interests over to Villalobar, to

leave Belgium at once, and to proceed to Havre to take
up my residence near the Belgian Government; there

were many details as to closing the four consulates in

Belgium. Mr. Diederich, Consul-Grcneral at Antwerp,
Mr. Johnson, Consul at Ghent, Mr. Heingartner, Con-
sul at Liege, were to accompany me. Mr. Watts, Con-
sul-G^eral at Brussels, had gone to America in Janu-
ary and was already happily out of it all; Xasmith,
iVice Consul, was to go to Amsterdam.
But this despatch was altered by another, a correc-

tion of the correcticm we had received a few days be-
fore, and thus amended, it authorized me to remain in

Brussels if my presence would insure the continuance

of the ravitatllement, and it could be satisfactorily ar-

ranged.

When Lancken returned from Berlin I went at once
to see him, there in his little warm upper room over-
looking the frozen snowy park, where the poor sea-

gulls were volplaning on their strong white wings over
the spot where the people threw crumbs through the

iron fence to them. He received me cordially, and seat-
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mg himself at his h'ttered desk, said that the rupture in
diplomatic relations had greatly surprised him, and as
he felt agam the shock of that surprise he sank backm hw Chan- and flung up his hands, and excUimed:

Et mon Dieut d. quoi bon? a quoi honf
His blue eyes fixed me with their question, and he

went on:

"J'attendm h une protegtation trh forte, mais oui!Mom pas d. cecit"

I thought that there were yet other surprises in
store for those minds at Berlin that had so persistently
misunderstood America and America's character, and
that of her patient President, but the time was past for
any explanation ofmine to avail. What of the ravitaiUe-
menu I asked.

The Baron wished me to remain, and he said that the
Govemor-General would be grateful if I were to re-
mam.
But in what capacity?

Oh. evidently not as Minister; he made that clear,
but as. shall we say. Honorary Chairman of the C.R B ?

They would consent to half a dozen members of the
Commission remaining to supervise the work, for in-
stance, Gregory and Gray, perhaps Ruddock and Con-
sul-General Diederich. He would feel in my presence
an assurance and would personally assume the responsi-
bility for my treatment. However, the freedom of themen m the C.R.B. would meanwhile be restricted; they
could no longer have the use of their motor-cars. And
besides, he would permit himself merely to mention the
fact that smce my nation had broken off diplomatic re-
lations with Germany I was guilty of a diplomatic in-
correction in keeping my flag flying on the Legation.
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I suspected that in this last observation he had eti-

quette and usage on his side, but as I listened to all the
rest I grew sick at heart, for under the conditions he
proposed we could not with dignity remain, and I knew
the processes of German official thought so well that I
had little hope, after that, of our reaching an agreement
that would insure the continuance of the ramtaUlement.
The conversation, so far as any practical ends were con-
cerned, had been futile. I asked the Baron to put his
proposal in writing, and came away.
I sent for Gregory and told him of the official atti-

tude toward the C.R.B.', and he decided to apprise
Hoover of the fact by cable at once ; Gray was going out
to Rotterdam that afternoon, and he could send the
despatch from there. The threat to curtail the liber-
ties of the C.R.B. was unexpected, however little there
was in the rest to surprise us, for at the Vermittlungs-
stelle Gregory had been told that all the members of the
C.R.B. could remain with their privileges unimpaired,
and on the strength of this assiu-ance Gregory had al-

ready sent the seven men for the north of France back
to their posts.

It was not a C(xnfortable position in which to be
placed, and we were ve: y much undecided as to what
we should do, and I recall that Ruddock, as though in
search of some ultimate criterion, took down and dusted
an old volmne and read the Treaty of 1797 between
America and Prussia, with no more satisfaction, alas I

than that of the academic and perhaps patriotic pleasure
we could take in the English in which Benjamin Frank-
lin had written it.

But even the wisdom of Poor Richard was unavail-
ing in those days; we must seek some solution for a
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situation which even his sagacity could not foreseeYoung Herter's problem was settled, at any rateT;that evening the Germans sent him plssp^^ toW>ia Switzerland. Mr. Gerard was leaving BeribZtevemng. and as Herter was attached to thf Berlin Em*bassy he must go with his chief, and the worriat ^companied the passports told Herter to Jo at stn as"

was^ZJ^ "" '"^^ "°^"'"» *^^'«' «nd thoufh hfwas jested en route and confined for hours in some»ort of German prison or Kommandantur. he didTnali^ after two or three days, reach Swilz^^h^^ t
The written statement of Baron von der T «n«t- »

Klw ?l " °™ ^^ *^ """M '^'«"«yaiiTe resented. There was no reason whv thev sh™.M««tmue to have diploniatie intereourse with m^.fS
any further Aplomatic relations with Germany Hadmy position alone been involved it woi.H «I1 K T
p"Ss3"= ' t"'"

-"' '»'J^»'ywt'^^p'r
eaeh s.h«t.on there was »n>ple., involved, eonTpSn,"
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novel and without precedent. The work of ravitaUle-

ment which America had undertaken remained, and the

need of it remained more urgent than ever, and there

were three score Americans engaged in that work still

in Belgium, for whose safety I was responsible. It was
evident from Baron von der Lancken's letter to the

Marquis of Villalobar that the first concern of the Ger-

man authorities was that if the ravitaillement ceased and
the Belgians were left to starve, the onus should not

rest on the Germans, and I was equally anxious that it

should not rest on the Americans, so I replied in a let-

ter to the Marquis in which I set forth the American po-

sition as I conceived and interpreted it.^

^POLITIICHS AbTEILUMO

bei dem
Okniralooutkrnbur nt Bkloixn

V.S676 Brnxelles, le 10 furrier, 1917.

MoNincB LB MmisTRK:
La rupture des relations diplomatiques entre le GouTernement

Imperial et le GonTemement des Etats-Unis d'Am£rique pourrait

faire naitre rimpression qn'une situation nouvelle a iik cr^e pour

I'ouTre dn ravitaillement de le population civile des territoires occu-

p6a de la Belgiqne et du Nord de la France.

Pour ^viter que des malentendus ne se produisent k cette occasion,

je m'empresse de faire savoir k Votre Excellence qu'une pareille

opinion me paraitrait erron^, cette oeuvre jouissant du haut pa-

tronage du Gouvemement que Votre Excellence repr^sente et de

celui des Pays-Bas en mime temps et au meme titre que le

Gouvemement des Etats-Unis. Si, done, le Gouvemement de Sa

Majest6 le Roi d'Espagne estime devoir continuer k accorder sa

haute protection k I'oeuvre du ravitaillement, j'ai I'honneur d'in-

former Votre Excelleiye que le Gouvemement Imperial et que Mon-

sieur le Gouverneur G^n^ral en Belg^que accorderont k I'avenir

comme I'ont fait jusqu'ici, et en conformity avec les accords conclus,

leur aide et leur protection a cette oeuvre si bienfaisante pour les
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Then, suddenly, we were all asked to meet at the Poli-

tische Abteilung to discuss the situation. The Baron von
der Lancken, Dr. Reith and Dr. Brohn were there, and
the Marquis of Villalobar, M. van Vollenhoven and I.
There was a new and vital complication ; the question of
popolaUoiM 6prouvieB dea tenitoirea occup^ea de la Belgiqae et da
Nord de la France.

La poaaibilit^ devant itte enviaag^e que certaina membrea am^
ricaina de la CommiaaJon for Relief in Belgium estimeront deroir
retourner dana leur paya, je penae que Votre Excellence croira utUe
de remplacer ceux^i par d'autrea peraonnea qui parattraient, k
Votre Excellence, ponvoir convenir pour cette mission, la Commia-
afon ayant H6 depuia aa creation, compoa6e de membrea neutrea de
nationaliUs diversea.

Monsieur le Gouverneur Gin^ral desire toutefoia aoumettre k
I'appr&iation de Votre Excellence ai EUe juge desirable que certaina
membrea am^ricaina de la Commission for Relief continuent k
exercer leura fonctions k la direction de cette Commission k
Bruxelles. Si Votre Excellence ftait de cet avis. Monsieur le Gou-
verneur Gin6rnl aerait content de voir Monsieur Brand Whitlock
consacrer aux travaux de la Commission for Relief une acUviti
dont, je aula certain, cette insUtution ne se verrait priv^e qu'k
regret; je prierais dans ce cas Votre Excellence de bien vouloir
a'entcndre avec Monsieur Brand Whitlock sur la forme sur laqueUe
son concours pourrait rester acquis k la dite Commission.

Je prie Votre Excellence de bien vouloir me faire connaitre lea
mesures qu'EUe compte prendre pour assurer, comme pas le pass^,
le bon fonctionnement de I'oeuvre dont EUe a bien voulu accepter le
patronage et qui poursuit avec tant de succds depuis bientdt deux
ans et demi, le but humanitaire et ^lev6 d'allegor pour les popula-
Uona dea territoires occup^ le fardeau de la guerre.
Je profite de I'occasion pour renouveler k Votre Excellence lea

assurances de ma haute consideration.

(Signe) Lancken.
A Son Ezcellenck le Marquis de Villalobar,
Ministre d'Espagne,

Brozellea.
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the route to be Uken by the ships of the C.R.B. had been
raised. The Germans had insisted that the ships fol-

(TruilaUon:)

POUTMCHI AbTKILCNO
bei dem

OBNKBALOOUTKmNKUR IN BeLOUK
V. 2676 Brasieli, 10 Febniarj, 1917.

Mr. Minuter:

The rupture of diplomatic relation! between the Imperial Oor-
emment and the Government of the United States of America might
create the impression that the work of provisioning the civil popu-
lation of the occupied territories of Belgium and the north of
France is facing a new situation.

In order to prevent misunderstanding from arising on this

occasion, I hasten to inform Your Excellencj that such an opinion

appears to me to be erroneous, since this work operates under the
high patronage of the Government which Your Ezcellencj represents
and that of the Netherlands, together with and on the same baais

as the Government of the United States. If, then. His Majesty the
King of Spain feels inclined to continue to accord his protection

to the work of the ravitailUment, I have the honour to inform Your
Excellency that the Imperial Government and the Governor Gen-
eral in Belgium will grant in the future, as they have done up to

the present time, and in conformity with the engagements entered
into, their aid and their protection to this work, so beneficial to the

suffering populations of the occupied territories of Belgium and the
north of France.

Having to envisage the possibility that cctain American mem-
bers of the Commission for Relief in Belgium will feel that they
must return to their country, I feel that Your Excellency will believe

it worth while to replace these members by other persons who
appear to Your Excellency to be suitable for this mission, the

Commission having l«:en since its creation composed of neutral

members of various nationalities.

The Governor-General, however, desires to submit to the appro-
bation of Your Excellency the question as to whether he considers

it desirable that certain American members of the Commission for
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low the narrow passage-way which they had marked outwound the northern part of the British Isles to Rotter-

SSu!^7
*^:°'"'«™-««:"-l -"W be happy to .ee Mr. B,.„d

^vtfof T. ? *•" '""'' "^ *'"' Commission for Relief an

TL JS' r*"*' '" *^" ''"* ' •'""'''' ^« Your Excellency

in which hi. a.,l.Unce could remain ...ured to the ..id Commi„ion.
I beg You, Excellency to have the goodness to inform me a. to

the pa-t, the proper functioning of the work of which you have beengood enough to accept the patronage, and which has pursued with.uch "-cej, for almost two and a half years the humanitarian and

tl' b::de:']?srw/r
'" *"" ^^"'"""'" -^ ''^ -'^'''' -'^^-^^

«„ „ - (Signed) LaWck«k.
To Hn EXMLIENCT TUB Ma««UIS OF VlLLAlOBAH.
Minister of Spain,

Bmueli.

LcoATioir or trb
UMmD Statm or AiinicA

No. eoa
Bruxelles, le IS £6vrier, 1917.Mow CHK CoLLiouX XT Ami:

J'ai reyu avec plaisir votre almable communication du II courant.
par laqueUe vous m'envoyea une lettre, dat^e du 10 f^vrier, de S. E
Monsieur le Baron von der Lancken-Wakenit.. Dans cette lettre.
S. E. Monsieur le Baron von der Lancken-Wakenits dit que "la
rupture de. relation, diplomatique, entre le Gouvemement Imp^
rial et e Gouvemement de. EtaU-Unis d'Amdrique pourrait faire
naltre I impression qu'une situation nouvelle a ^te cr«e pour
1 oenvre du ravitaillement des territolrcs occup^s de la Belgique et
du nord de la France''-et-''pour eviter que des malentendus ne
»e prodniaent k cette occasion," 11 s'empresse de faire .avoir k Votre
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dam, and the British Govemment had insisted that the

ships continue to touch at a British port to be overhauled

Excellence que "li le Gouvernement de Sa Majeit^ le Roi d'Eipagne

estime devoir continuer k accorder la haute protection k I'oeuvre da
raTitaillement, le Gouvernement Imperial et S. E, Moniieur le Gon-
vemeur G^n^ral en Belgique accorderont ik I'avenir, comme ill

I'ont fait jntqu'ici et en conformity avec lei accordi eondua, leur

aide et leur protection."

S. E. Monaieur le Baron von der Lancken-Wakenita a I'obligeance

de dire ^galement que S. E. Monaieur le Gouverneur G^n^ral desire

•oumettre k rappr(£ciation de Votre Excellence li EUe juge d^
lirable que certaina membrea am^ricaina de la Commission for

Relief in Belgium continuent k exercer leura fonctions k la direc-

tion de eette Commission k Bruxelles.

Prida&nent, aa moment oik la nonvelle de la rupture des relations

diplomatiques entre le Gouvernement des Etata-Unis d'Am6riqne

et le Gouvernement Imperial a M annoncfe, Monsieur Hoover,

Directeur de la Commission for Relief in Belgium, a fait savoir que

la Commission continuerait k fonctionner et k assurer le ravitaille-

ment de la population civile de la Belgique et de la partie occup^
du nord de la France, si Ton pouvait trouver le moyen de concilier

les differences qui existent entre les groupes de bellig^rants en ce

qui conceme la route que les bateaux de la Commission for Relief

in Belgium doivent suivre pour porter leur cargaison jusqu'i Rot-

terdam. Comme Votre Excellence le sait, en mdme temps que

Monsieur Hoover nous envoyait cette nouvelle par t^Mgramme, il

notifiait k tons les membres de la Commission for Relief in Belgium
•on d^ir de les voir rester k leur poste jusqu'A ce que Ton trouve

le moyen de sortir de la situation nouvelle.

En ce qui concerne, done, lea membres de la Commission for

Relief in Belgium, pnisque, d'une part, depuis le commencement de

la guerre, plus de 140 Messieurs am^ricains sont venus en Belgique

pour travailler pour la Commission for Relief in Belgium sans

aucone remuneration, et sans aucune recompense sauf la satisfac-

tion d'avoir fait leur devoir dans une oeuvre purement humanitaire,

et que d'autre part, leur directeur a ordonne k cenx d'entre eux, au

nombre de 40 environ, qui sont actuellement en Belgique, de rester h
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for contrab-uid. The British Government w„ wiUing
to forego th.s search if the ship, were given safe co^
lea, po.te, je .ui. heu«ux de dire que le. Am^rlcaln. «,„t prtt. kconUnuer toute ,e«r ..de et UA.t leur concour. i cctte j;^ ; t.l
to«««<.

,1 .e.„ble d^.l,.ble que le. Aa.<„c.i„. „ te„t 4 .

Evldemment
11 y . d'.ntre. que.tion. que celle. qui .ont envl-

C^lr /r i"
''"' "•"'^'"•'"* ''^ fonctlonnement de 1.

Uecoa,pl..en,ent de « Uche. en condui.ant le, bateaux A .raver.

.ngn.en« dan, 1. pk. large me,ure, le, difficulte,, dej4 ,1 g,.„de,

1:::
"^''^ «»^«-^« «iobteni, le. bateaux et^e,'^.^*"';;'

«nu ehamp. de mine,, le. differente, .one, d..ngereu,e. et le.d^ff^ren e. rd.enj.Uan. f.ite. d.n, la n,er par le. different, belliglr.nt.. .i„.i que le. exigence., .ouvent en opposition, de. diffdrenU
goa«»en.ent.. Le problem e.t devenu aujourdhui d'une grIwS

IncLllentl
P^'-^e. intd'e,,^, d.n, I'oeuvre, cherchent

incewement le moyen de .ortir de toute, le, difficult^,. Votre Ex-
cellence . meme eu 1. bo„t6 d'assurer Monsieur Hoover de .on ddsir
g6.6reux de lul porter toute I'.ide et tout le concour, pc.lble,, et

Vot^V r " *""' '' "°"'^ ' "*" *""*'= '• bonne volontd UVoire Excellence a ml,e dan, cette oeuvre d^, le commencement,
nou. twuveron, le moyen de .urmonter le, difficult^, .ctuelles etd«.nrer. pendant le temp, 06 cette guerre doit encore Infllger ,e,maux et .e, horreur, ,ur la terre, la continuation de cette oeuvre 4
laquelle von, et moi avons travalUd depuls le ddbut

. ' '
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duct through the danger woae. And this the Germani
refuted.

"We are not going to have the English putting the

C.R.B. flag on their ships," said von der Lancken, "and
thus passing through the danger xme."

It was a point that could be settled only at Berlin, and

II me paratt done que si I'lm parrient k toluMonner le prob-

lime qui le poae k I'ext^rieur—ce qne Je croU et etpire de toot mon
coenr—pniique la CiHnmlMtoii for Relief in Belgium est tonte dia-

poait k pounnivre son oeuvre, nous trouverons le moyen d'arranger

les questions qui nous concernent directement, id dans le pays, et

qui sont peut-^tre moins diiBciles k solutionner que les autres, eomme
nous avons si souvent, depuis.rorigine de I'organisme, tronr< le

moyen de r6soudre les grandes dlficult^ qui en itaient inseparables.

Dana sa lettre S. E. Monsieur le Baron Ton der Laneken-
Wakenita a I'obligeance de dire que si certains membres de U Com*
mluion for Relief in Belgium continnent k exereer leurs fonctions

k la direction de cette Commission, S. E. Monsieur le Oovemor
06i<ral "serait content de voir Monsieur Brand Whitlock consaerer

au traraux de la Commission nne activity dont, je suis certain, cette

institution ne se verralt priv^e qn'i regret," et U prie Votre Excel*

lenee "de bien Touloir s'entendre avcc Monsieur Brand Whitlock

ur la forme dans laqoelle sons conconra poorrait rester aeqnia k U
dite Commission."

Je suis Traiment tris sensible k cette marque d'^gard, et aerais

Uia henrenx de continuer k apporter k I'oeuvre Tint^rtt et les soins

que je lui ai vou^s depnis sa creation, de toute fafon compatible avec

la position que j.'ai I'bonneur d'occuper an Oouvemement des Etats-

Unis d'Am^rique.

Veuillea receroir, mon cher CoUigue et ami, les assurances de ma
haute consideration et de mes sentiments les plus sincirement

d6Tou<s.

(Signi) Beand Whitlock.

A Sow ExcELUiMci MoNsuDs LB Marquu ds Villalobab,

etc., etc.

Bmxelles.
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we decided to invoke the lervicet of the Spaniih Am-
bawador at that capital

i 1 "^•y. "17.

(Tnoflation:)

LaoATtoN or thb
UMirao Statu or Anni'

„N»«<«. BruMcU,
Mr MAR CoLUAovi AND Fribno:

•iMt, by which you Knd me • letter, H.ttd i ., lofh „ ) l.rnrv
from H. E. the Baron von der L.ncken->' ,i! r,.,f«. i,. I.,, I , r II
E. the Baron Ton der L«ieken-Wflkenl . .«vs tl. .

,i,.. ruj.curc of
diplomatic relation! between the Impcri-,1 f.o«.r,..,nt md the
Ooremment of the United State, of Am.rka „.^;ir. ert '. the
mpreaiion that the work of provLioning the civi' pnL.ion oC
U.« occupied territorie. of Belgium and the LorU Fr«..ce i.
f«rfng a new .ituatlon,"~and-"in order to prevent mlaunder-
.tanding. from arising on thi. occa.ion," he ha.ten. to inform You,
Excellency that "if Hi. Majeaty the King of Spain feel. Inclined
to conttoue to accord hi. high protection to the work of the ratUaUl,-
me»t. the Imperial Government and H. E. the Governor-General In
Belgium wiU grant In the future, a. they have done up to the prcMnt
Mme, and In conformity with the engagemento entered into, their
aid and their protection."

. ^'I' «* S'T° ""^ ^" I^d'«-Wakenlt. 1. kind enough to My
alw that H. E. the Governor-General de.ire. to .ubmit to the appro-
bation of Your Excellency "the question a. to whether he con.ider.
It dcirable that certain American member, of the Commiwion for
Relief in Belgium continue to exerclM their function, in the direc-
tion of this Commiuion at Brussels."

Precisely at the moment when the news of the rupture of diplo-
matic relation, between the Government of the United SUtea of
America and the Imperial Government wa. announced, Mr. Hoover,
the Director of the Commission for Relief in Belgium, made It
known that tiie Commission would continue to function and to assure
Uie ravttaiUemeHt of the civil population of Belgium and of tiie
occupied portion of the north of France, if means could be found
to reconcile the differences existing between the group, of bclliger-
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The Baron von der Lancken disclosed a plan whereby

his Government proposed to replace the American dele-

gates by delegates of other nationality.

ents concerning the route which the ships of the Commission for

Relief in Belgium must follow to carrjr their cargoes to Rotterdam.

As Your Excellency knows, at the same time that Mr. Hoover

sent this news to us by telegram he notified all the members of the

Commission for Relief in Belgium of his desire to hare them remain

at their posts until a way out of this new situation was discovered.

So far, then, as the members of the Commission for Relief in

Belgium are concerned, since, on the one band, more than 140

Americans have come into Belgium since the beginning of the war

to work for the Commission fpr Relief in Belgium, with no remu-

neration and with no recompense whatever, save the satisfaction

of having done their duty in a purely humanitarian work, and since,

on the other hand, their Director has ordered those of them, about

40 in number who are actually in Belgium, to remain at their posts,

I am happy to say that the Americans are prepared to continue to

give all their aid and all their assistance in this work; and if, in

the engagements which we all hope to see entered into between the

interested parties, it seems desirable that tlie Americans remain in

control of this Commission, they will do so with the devotion which

they have thus far shown.

Obviously there are other questions than those which are envisaged

in the letter of H. E. the Baron von der Lancken-Wakenita—that is

to say, those which concern the operation of the Commission outside

of the country whose population benefits from the activity of the

charity. As you know, the Commission for Relief in Belgium,

through its offices in New York, in London, and in Rotterdam, and

with the 8 3sistance of numerous sub-organizations assures the ac-

complishment of its task of conducting the ships across the seas

to the port of Rotterdam. Recent events have increased in the

largest degree the difficulties, already so great, of this task: the

difficulty of obtaining ships and seamen, the increased rate of insur-

ance, the difficulty of tracing a route among the different mine fields,

the different danger zones, and the different reservations made on

the sea by the different belligerents, as well as the demands, often
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"The Swiss Government had offered Swiss delegates,

and the German Government had accepted," he said.

In opposition, of the different Governments. The problem to-day
has become one of enormous gravity.

However, as you know, Mr. Hoover, who is in New York, and
other persons interested in the work, are now seeking the means
of overcoming these difficulties. Your Excellency has even had the
Wndness to assure Mr. Hoover of his generous desire to lend him
all aid and assistance possible, and I am sure that if every one puts
in aU the good will that Your Excellency has shown in this work
since the beginning, we shall find the means of overcoming the pres-
ent difficulties and of assuring during the time that this war must
yet inflict its evils and its horrors on the earth, the continuation of
this work in which you and I have laboured since the beginning.

It seems to me, then, that if—as I believe and hope with all my
heart—a solution of the problems which present themselves on the
outside is reached, since the Commission for Relief is altogether
disposed to conUnue its work, we shall find the means of settling
the quesUons that concern us directly, here in the country, and
which are perhaps less difficult to solve than the ethers, as we have
so often, since the beginning of the organization, found the means
of resolving the great difficulties that were inseparable from it.

In his letter H. E. the Baron von der Lancken-Wakenit. is kind
enough to say that if certain members of the Commission for Relief
in Belgium continue to exercise their functions in the direction of
this Commission, H. E. the Governor-General "would be happy to
see Mr. Brand Whitlock devote to the work of the Commission for
Relief an activity of which I am certain this institution would see
itself deperived only with regret," and he begs Your Excellency
"to be good enough to agree with Mr. Brand Whitlock on the form
in which his assistance could remain assured to the said Com-
mission."

I am truly very sensible to this mark of regard and I should be
happy to continue to contribute to the work the interest and the
care that I have devoted to it since its creation, in any way com-
patible with the position that I have the honour to occupy under
the Government of the United States of America.
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But Villalobar promptly resented this as an inter-

ference.

Bnizelles, le S6 Kvrier, 1917.

I beg you to accept, my dear Colleague and friend, the assurance
of my high consideration and jf my most sincere devotion.

(Signed) Brand Whitlock.
To Hu KzctcLLBNCr THM MaBQCU or VlLLALOBAK,

etc., cle.

BthscIs.

Lkoation dk EspaAa

nr
Bkloica

Mom GHia CollAocb et Aw:
Je Tiens de recev<rir votre lettre du 18 courant se ritiraat k ma

communication du 11 du m^me mois vous transmettant celle du 10
de Son Excelleoee Monsieur le Baron von der Lancken-Wakenits.
En remerciant Votre Excellence de ses bieaveillantes et amicales

paroles je n'ai pes besoin de lui renonveler ni mon attachement
ni le d^vooement que j'ai pour sa persbnne et pour la noble cause qui

a nni dans les annales de cette horrible guerre et nos deux noms et

ceux de nos pays dans nne seuk et humanitaire id^ qui a ^t^ celle

de sauver de la famine sept millions d'habitants du pays aupris
dnqnd nous nous honorcms £tant accreditee k celle d'aider cette

pauvre Belgique dans les horreurs de k guerre. Pendimt troll

ann^, mon cher Collogue, nous avons travaill^ la main dans la

main et les coeurs hauts k cette fin, et les heureux r^sultats obtenus

ont mfoite pour nos Patries et pour nos drapeaux, honneurs et hiai-

dictions. Le Nouveau Monde dont Votre Excellence repr^sente une
des plus grandes et glorieuses puissances en union ^troite avec la

Vieille Nation d I'Enrope qui le d^uvrit, dont je mlumore d'etre,

quoiqu'indigne le Repr^sentant, ont pu par notre fratemelle entente

accomplir une oeuvre qui reste an milieu de la debacle qui nous
entoure la seule Internationale, la seule neutre et une des pins

glorieuses de cette ^pop^ tragique.

EUe aurait pu au«8i, accomplir une amiti£ 6troite entre nos deux
ames et nos deux esprits, si la bont^ de Votre Excellence n'avait

pas suffi pour le faire d'elle-m£me en dehors de tout autre ordie

d'id^es et de considerations.
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"The German Government has nothing to do with the

delegates," he said. "That is for the Protecting Min-
isters to decide."

Cela bien ^tabli, jc n'ai plus besoin d'aj outer rinterSt avec lequel
J'al lu la Icttre de Votrc Excellence. J'en supprime tous commen-
taires, car une fois de plus nos deux ames se comprennent, et n'ont
point besoin de les &rlre.

N^anmolns je transmettrai tout son contenu au Gouvemement da
Rol, mon Auguste Maitre, tandis que comme toujours, je reste tout
a Votre Excellence.

(Signe) Lt Marquis dk Villalobar.

A Son Ezckluncc l'Honorable Brand Whitlock,
Minlstre PIdnlpotenUaire des Etats-Unis d'Am&ique.

(Translation:)

LxOACtON DK EsPaAa

BCLOICA

Brussels, 26 Febraary, 1917.

Mr DxAB CoLLiAouc AND Fbiind:
I have just received your letter of the 18th instant referring to

my communication of the Snd instant transmitting to you that of
the same days from His Excellency the Baron von der Lancken-
Wakenitx.

In thanking Your ExceUency for his kind and friendly words
I need to renew to him neither my attachment nor the devotion I
have for his person and for the noble cause which has united in the
annals of this horrible war our names and those of our countries
in one single humanitarian idea, which has been that of saving from
famine seven million inhabitants of the country to which we
are honoured by being accredited, and that of aiding this poor
Belgium in the horrors of war. During three years, my dear Col-
league, we have worked hand-in-hand and with hi^ hearts, and the
happy results obtained have merited honours and blessings for our
countries and for our flags. The New World, of which Your Ex-
ceUency represents one of the greatest and most glorious powers,
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There was a lively discussion between the Marquis

and the Baron which I could enjoy, my new position
after all not lacking its compensations. I cared little

whether the new delegates were Spanish or Dutch or
Swiss, if only they would come quickly and let my
Americans go. The question was not settled and when
the meeting dissolved Lancken asked me to step aside
with him, and we went into the little dining-room and
sat down at the long table of the officers' mess, where
the cloth was always spread.

"Et maintenant" he said, "voire position?"
He must know at once, must telegraph Berlin im-

mediately—that was the Impatient German way; he

in close union with the Old Nation of Europe which discovered it,

of which I am honoured to be, however unworthy, the representa-
tive, have been able, by our fraternal understanding, to accomplish
a work which remains in the midst of the ruin that surrounds us the
one international, the one neutral, and one of the most glorious of
this epopee.

It would have been able to accomplish also a close friendship
between our two souls and our two spirits if the goodness of Your
Excellency had not of itself sufficed to bring that about, irrespective
of every other thought and consideration.

This being well established, I have no further need to add the
interest with which I read Your Excellency's letter. I refrain from
all comment, for once again our two souls understand each other
and have no need for written words.

Nevertheless I shall transmit all of its contents to the Govern-
ment of the King, my August Master, while as always I remain
entirely devoted to Your Excellency.

(Signed) Le Marquis ok Villalobas.
To His Excellency

The Honorable Brand Whitlock,
Minister Plenipotentiary of the

United States of America.
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must have a decision on the spot, the which I told him
he could not have; I would see him on the morrow

^

I caUed on Baron von der Lancken at half past four
clock that next afternoon and told him that in case of

war I rfiould go at once, taking with me the members of
the C.R.B., but that otherwise I was willing to remain
until the American delegates could be replaced by those
of some other nationality, or until the ravitaaiement wasm some other way assured, but that I reserved the right
to depart on any day, with my staff, household and serv-
ants, with all the honours and considerations due mv
rank, and to this he agreed.

"Je vous le dit maintenant officieUement, comme je
latdtta ViUalohar hier ou I'autre jour/' he said.
Then we discussed special trains—I had told him that

when I went I should go via Switzerland—and the dif-
Acuities of providing them because of the military re-
quirements, and finally Lancken, repeating and reiter-
atmg It all, as it were officially, tapping his pencil on the
table as he emphasized each point:
"Voua partirez quand vous voulez, soit d'emain la

aemaine prochaine, ou d'ici six mois. comme ai vous ites
parti la mime jour que Monsieur Gerard a quitti Ber-
lin." . . .

"Et maintenant/' he said, taking up a long ^heet of
official note-paper, "qu'allons nous dire aucc journaua:?"

1 had forgotten that there were such things as jour-
naua^ in the world—and I dictated this simple statement,
which he wrote out:

"Le Ministre d'Amirique restera provisoirement a
Bruxelles pour rendre service pendant qu'on efectuera
leg changements dam le personel de la CJtJB/'
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I went away thinking of Mr. Gerard, out of it all and
in Switzerland.

The next day was Valentine's Day and Hoover did

not forget the Germans. Gregory was at the Legation
early in the morning with a copy of a long telegram
brought in by the courier from Rotterdam, saying that

in view of Lancken's statement that the privileges of

the C.R.B. would be abridged the Americans would be
withdrawn at once from Belgitun, and there were busi-

ness-like details about closing the books. We smiled in

the pleasure the despatch gave us; it did not lack posi-

tiveness, at least I

When we assembled again in the Louis XVI »alon,

Lancken, Villalobar, Brohn, Reith, Gregory and I, it

was to leam that the Germans already had the telegram
themselves; it had come en clair through the Ver-
mittlungsstellen, having been duplicated thus, and in-

tentionally, by Mr. Hoover. Lancken innocently said

that he did not understand it, he did not like its reference
to him, did not, it was plain, wish to be held responsible

for the retirement of the Americans. I can see him
now; he had the reputation of being one of the cleverest

diplomats in the German service, and deserved his repu-
tation, but as he turned toward Gregory he was blush-

ing; he said, with evident embarrassment, that it was a
very delicate matter to talk about but that when he
had spoken to me he had been under the impression that

war was inevitable. He thought it, however, less likely

at that moment, and with this there was a complete
change of position. The delegates could do as they had
done before, precisely and in all respects, and under
these circumstances Mr. Gregory said that he would
recommend to Mr. Hoover that they remain. M. Franc-
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qui had been invited to the meeting, but the problem was
JO

quickly solved that when he arrived the daumement
had been reached. We went outside-Villalobar,
Francqu, Gregory and I-and. on the sidewalk. M.
Francqui leaned against the wall and laughed, and Vil-
lalobar said

:

"Hoover is the best diplomat of us all."

A'H^^^''^^ T^ °"' ^'^^ ^'^"'^ ^^^^t'^n* tncixon^, the
difficulties, embarrassments, humiliations and dangers of
a position rendered impossible by the ineluctable de-mands of the diplomatic situation on the one hand and^e needs of the ravitaillement on the other. MrHoover was three thousand miles away, with communi^
cations slow and difficult, out of touch and lacking
knowledge of that most important element of every sit-
uation-its atmosphere. Telegrams, often in apparent
conflict orders which when they arrived were no longer
apphcable, came daily to perplex Mr. Gregory, and
while I have never been able to bring up the long ar-
rears of my ignorance of what was transpiring in the
world outside durmg those trying days, I had a feeling
that the most sensational stories were in circulation.
The rumour got abroad that I had been ordered by the
Germans to haul down my flag, and after the manner of
rumours, improved itself until it depicted the Germans
a^tearmg down my flag. A despatch came then, in-
structing me that inasmuch as my privileges had been

Z"^ J^*"'
*"* ^^""^^^ ""^^'^ ^^y «"d *e privileges of

r;i V Ar'*'
** ""''^ restored. I went over to the

Folitische Abteilung to discuss the matter with Lancken
1 spent two hours with the Baron in that hot little room
upstairs. He was at his best that morning, courteous,
smiiing, pleasant.
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''Nous parlerorUj d'abord" he said, "en anUst et puis

officiellement"

To begin with, he wished to correct certain misappre-

hensions. First, the privileges of the Americans in the

C.R.B. had never been curtailed, he said, hence it was
superfluous to discuss their restoration. In the second

place, the English, he declared, were trying to inflame

American sentiment by reports of mistreatment of the

C.R.B. and of me, and to illustrate the point he made a

little mock speech in unitation of some imagined Brit-

ish statesman excoriating the Germans as barbarians,

thou^ the imitation lacked verisimilitude for one thing,

because it was made in French. Lancken said then that

they greatly desired the ravitmUement to continue and
the Americans to remain; that it was purely an Ameri-

can work, and that they, the Germans, had little faith

in tile ability of others to carry it on. If it should

be necessary in case of war—a word he did not like

to utter—and be was happy to say that he thought

war just then less likely than it had been—he hoped that

the organizaticm of the C.R.B. at New York, London
and Rotterdam would continue to function as it had

functioned, and that if (Ahers had to come in as dele-

gates they could replace the Americans gradually.

"But above all," he said, "we wish you to stay."

Coming at last then, as I supposed, to the point, he

said:

"While we shall show you every courtesy and allow

you every privilege of a diplomat we can not officially

recognize your diplomatic status because Amerk» had

broken off diplomatic relations—^which we wctc willing

to continue. As to the flag, we should prefer that it

be removed because we are on the eve of a great Iwttle,
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the city is full of troop., we do not know what some ir-
responsible soldier may do, and a regrettable incident
might very easily be created."
As for the courier, Mesrieur, le» militaireg would not

consent to my having the regular courier, but I miirht
send my courier by Villalobar's.

*

^'fr*^'"
^ "*'''• "^'*'' "^ prerogative dont je jouU

At this he coloured and laughed, and then said that
lie was going to write me a personal letter.
"Je dovt VOU8 adreaser comme Monsieur Brand Whit-

« !i «S'"^.^''*r
*°^ ^"^ significantly emphasized the

yrord "Monsieur.*'

"Comme voua voulez" I replied.

nnW-l^fr*^^ y"^' ?°'"^ *° '"''*^' ^« "''^' ^«s to be
published later m order to protect himself from any
possible accusation that he had not done his best to keep
the ravttadlement going, and I told him then that I
should wait before replying to his proposals until I had
his letter. And I came away after two hours' conver-
sation which had altered very little the delicacy or em-
barrassment of my position.

Baron von der Lancken's letter came to me two days
later, and contained nothing that had not already been
expressed in the letter he had written to ViUalobar.'

* POLITUCHE AbteILUNQ

bei dem
GBNEKAI.OOUTERNKUR IN BxLOIEN.

Brnxelles, le 25 Uvrier, 1917.

MoN CHER MoNHEUR Bravd Whitlock:
Aprfc. la rupture des relations diplomatiques entre le Gouveme-

ment Imperial et le Gouvernement des Euts-Unis d'Am^rique j'ai
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•prte m'Mre eoneert^ arte Monsieur la MInlstM d'Eip«fM, Pm-
tectetir de rOenrre da BairitaiUeinent, adreia^ k eelol-d la 10
furrier una lettre dont il m'a dlt rona aTolr Miiiia eopia. Dana
ectte lettre Je ragg^rais aa Marqnia de VUlalobar I'idfo qne ti^w
rint^rtt de I'OeuTre da RaTltaiUemeat la contlBuatlon da toItc

pr^aenee k Brazellea aerait d^lrable et Je lul aasarala que dans ee
caa Moniieur le Oourernenr G^n^al aerait henreox de vona Toir

cansacrer aoz trayanz de la CoauBiuion for Relief Totrt acttvitj

depois longtemps tl utile k cette institution.

Dans dea entretiena que j'al ensnite ea le plalsir d'aroir aree

Toaa k ce sojet, tous m'area fait saroir que rooa oomptlea pro-

longer Totre a^jour 1^ Bruzellea pour veillcr k la continuation du
bon fonctionnement de la C.H.B. De mon cdt^ Je rona avata as-

sure que Tous ponvies toujours, k rotre conrcnance, quitter la

Belgique dans lea m£mes conditiona comme si Toaa tiita parti U 7 •
qnlnse Jours.

Dans ces circonstances Je crois pouvoir esp^rer dana I'int^rtt de

rOeuvre dn RaTitaillement de la Belgique qoe rotre eoncoars

restera acquis k cette oeuvre humanitaire qui grAce auz efforta das

nations neutres et belllg^rantes exeree depuls le d6but de la guerre

ses effets bienfaisants au profit des populationa ^prouT^ de la

Belgique et du Nord de la France.

Veuillez croire, mon cher Monsieur Whitlock, k I'ezpreasion de

mes sentiments les plus d£roo& et sinoires.

iSigni) Lawcuii.
A MoNsiBiTB Bkaxd Whitlock,

Bruzelles.

(Translation:)

POLITUCHK AbTBI'.V^O

bei dem
GoinruNBun cwhiRAi. in Bilouk

Brussels, SA Febmarj, 1917.

Mr Dkab Mb. Brand Whitlock :

After the rupture of diplomatic relations between the Imperial

Government and the Government of the United States of America,

I addressed, after having placed myself in accord with the Spanish
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•1W.T. rt »«!; L. r' ''^'*' ' ^^ """«* J'*"' *»»•* yon could

To M«. B.AKD WHmo«, ^^^"'^ L*»cm».

BruMla.
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XLVIII

PROBLEMS OF POSITION

The cold weather moderated, and under the more

characteristic downpour of rain Brussels might have

'vorn its normal external air were it not for the fact that

the complexion of the world about us is but the reflec-

tion of our own. I had not known, even in Belgium,

such days of black care and anxiety. The whole ques-

tion of my own unpleasant position aside, I was al-

most desperately concerned over the fate of the ravitail-

lement and weighed by my responsibility for the safety

of those forty or fifty men of the C.R.B. I had asked

for written assurances that they could leave the coun-

try at any time without molestation, and while these

were promised they were not forthcoming; oral assur-

ances, it is true, had been given at the Politische Ab-

teilung and at the Vermittlungsstellen but—^with the

Germans one never knew; from every interview with

them, even when the most express and formal under-

standing and agreement had been reached, one came

away with an uncomfortable feeling of uncertainty,

wondering if, after all

Brussels just then of course could not have been nor-

mal in any event or in any weather. Gradually dur-

ing those months and years the physiognomy of the city

had changed, like the slow and for a long while imper-

ceptible ravages made by some disease on the visage
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of a friend. The town, once so gay and blithe and
charming, had grown gradually sadder; now it seemed
morose. We walked or drove about as of old, avid of
last glmipses of the scenes we loved; in the Grand'Place
on Ash Wednesday, where the women of the flower mar-
ket through all vicissitudes had clung somehow to their
trade, the colours did not seem so bright. The woman
whom we patronized was seated in the fog and rain be-
side great masses of white and mauve lilacs, and her
smile was only a polite adumbration of what it once had
been. She used to be so buxom, so lively, so gay, so
full of instant repartee! One day early in the war as
de Leval and I, loitering in the Grand'Place, had noted
a great Flemish brooch at her throat, and, recalling the
visit of the German Emperor and Empress to Brus-
sels, on which occasion the Empress had economically
given a breast pin to one of the delegation of flower
women who came to present her flowers, de Leval had
asked

:

"Eat-ce la medaille que I'Imperatnce d'Allemagne
vous a decernee?"

And the flower woman had retorted, in the sing-song
tone that marks the true Brussels accent:
"Humph! Si Elle m'avait d&nrw quoi que ce aoit il

y a longtemps que je le Lui aurait renvoye, et moi avec
deux frh-es a I'armee beige!"
Now she was gay no more, but sad, depressed, and

her hollow cough echoed all over the Square.
The shops were closed, the people were in rags, the

lines at the soup kitchens trailed their squalid miseries
farther and farther down the street; the doors of the
ouvroirs, those posts of charity where sewing was given
out, were besieged by throngs of pale and patient
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women. The Germans had left their mark on every-

thiug in the city; its physical grace and beauty had been
marred by the signs in German which they had put up
at all the aubettes; only German newspapers and Ger-
man books were sold there then,. and illustrated jour-

nals with their crude and brutal cartoons with never a
touch of humour, in which they were then caricaturing

the President and Mr. Taft and Colonel Roosevelt.

The city was crowded with soldiers en route for an im-

pending butchery, being sent to the shambles like the

cattle that went lowing down the Rue Belliard. And
there were officers, pink and fat, racing by in motors,

or insolently swaggering along the boulevard with an
arrogance that had all the vulgarity of the parvenu,

consciously acting parts in the inveterate sabotinage of

the military. It was even rumoured that Brussels was
to be placed in the ^ape.

There was still no coal to be had, and because of the

lack of it the schools were closed. . . . One of the ctan-

mon sights in Brussels during the severe cold weather
was the long line of great rumbling carts filled with coal,

jolting heavily along the Rue Belliard. The carts were
guarded by German soldiers, for the coal was being

put to German uses. But running behind there was
always a bevy of little children with baskets picking up
the lumps that fell from the carts. Usually the Ger-
man soldiers paid no attention to them, but one after-

noon from my window I saw a soldier seize some lumps
of coal from his cart; I thought he was going to give

them to the children, but instead he threw them viciously

at a little girl, who ran away in terror and cowered in

a doorway; the soldier leaped down from his cart and
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caught the little girl, and the little boy with her, and
soundly cuffed them both.

We hesitated often to go to see our friends; with such
a spy system as prevailed in Brussels, we could only
draw suspicion on them, perhaps involve th^m in dif-
ficulties after we had gone. And yet our friends came
to see us; they came indeed in great numbers, espe-
cially after that blunder of a servant who promptly be-
gan distributing the "p.p.c." cards I had ordered pre-
pared, to have t:.em ready for the^mergenoy that might
come at any moment. They came in a kind of panic,
and were relieved when they learned that the Americans
were not gone.

In certain of my wanderings, in my favourite book-
stalls, and some of the antiquarians and shops along the
Montague do la Cour, I would be implored by the peo-
ple to say that it was not true that we were going; for
the report had got abroad that we were to remain, and
the city was partially reassured that the ravitaiOement
was not going to collapse. And I knew that it was only
a postponement

;
I had not the heart to tell them. Our

trunks were indeed all packed, and in our normal atti-
tude of sitting on our boxes; there was no official work
to do after we had finished all the accounting and turned
over the representation of British interests to the Dutch
Legation, and that of Japanese, Servian, Danish and
Lichtenstem interests to the Marquis of ViUalobar. I
had formally transferred to him as well the representa-
tion and protection of American interests, and the flag
was no longer on the staflf.

Cavalcanti, too, was wandering aimlessly about in the
ram those days, and his belongings were packed as well,
for he expected BrazU to follow soon in the way of hon-
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our America had set. And Shu Tze, the Secretary of.

the Chinese Legation, came to see me; he had a des-

patch from Pekin, all very confidential, saying that

China likewise would follow America's example and
break off diplomatic relations with Germans; the Chi-
nese wished to go with me when I went, and to do in

all things as I did—another expression of the confidence

that China has in America as a result of John "Hay's
honest diplomacy.

And new"problems Jiad arisen, with myriad new com-
plications; first of all there was the problem, vital in the

circumstances, as to how the ships were to get through
the submarine zone to Rotterdam. Nothing could be
done until that route had bepn agreed upon, and to bring

the German Government and the British Government
into harmony on this essential point was more than dif-

ficult. Lancken had been to Berlin several times, and
he came back on Washington's Birthday reporting that

the German Government had refused to yield the point.

There was another and ancillary problem; there were
eighty-five thousand tons of food stuffs belonging to

the C.R.B. in English ports, waiting on this decisi(xi;

the Germans refused to give these ships safe conduct
across the North Sea, and the British were threatening

to unload the ships and seize the food. When we told

the Germans that they were foolish not to allow this

food to cross the infested seas there were only shrugs of

shoulders and:

"Ce 8ont lea miUtaires!"

The only suggestion they could offer was that the

eighty-five thousand tons be shipped to Holland in the

regular Dutch packets that plied the North Sea, a task

that would have taken years.
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Alternatives were proposed; that the whole work of

the C.R.B. be turned over to the Dutch Government;
that It be turned over to the Swiss Government; that a
new inter-Allied commission be formed; and to each of
these there was some insuperable obstacle or ob-
jection, inherent in the delicacies of4he situation. And
so, argument and discussion, and telegrams and cable-
grams for days and days, interminable, and no conclu-
sion—the solution would not precipitate, and my own
position was intolerable and beyond definition.
'Ttma restez done comme—cho»er said the Nonce one

day, sitting there in his black and violet, with the vaguest
of notions of how the whole matter stood.
"Oui" 1 replied, "comme chose.'
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SLATEBY

Looking back upon those days I do not know how I
could have got through them without the support and
sympathy and practical sense of Warren Gregory. I
shall be betraying no secret now, I trust, if I say that
there were times when he shared my own dark forebod-
ings and was convinced that the men of the C.R.B.
might never be allowed to leave Belgium at all so long
as the war lasted. And yet he was cahn and philo-
sophic, and in his sturdy wholesome way, even classical
in his consolations ; he used to say, as iEneas said in com-
forting the companions of his hardships: Forsam et
haec olim meminuse juvabit.

I have not as yet come to the place where I can vin-
dicate his prophecy; I can not think of those days with-
out pain, and as in writing of them I perforce live them
over, I feel again their unintermittent depression, so
that I wish to hurry on and think of them no more and
be done with them forever, retaining only the friend-
ships they brought me and the love they ta ;jht me for
the charming city and its excellent people.
And yet, all things end and all problems one day are

settled, and finaUy we did agree upon a route for the
ships. Then there came a telegram saying that the
Queen of the Netherlands and the King of Spain had
exchanged messages the result of which was an accord
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by which they would continue the ravitaUlement ; the
IXitch Government had already selected the delegateswho were to represent Holland in Belgium; it only re-mamed for Spain to do the same. Thus all the other
schemes received their quietus. There was food enoughm Belgium on the first of March to last until JVIay, and ifwe could secure the consent of the Germans to the ship-
ment of the eighty-five thousand tons in Engla. 1 be-
loi^ing to the C.R.B. the situation could be saved. The
C.R.B. had 100,000 tons on the seas and had just pur-
chased 100.000 more in New York, and when all this
arrived there would be food enough for Belgium and
northern France until September-and by that time,
of course, the war would be overl ViUalobar said that
the Germans would grant the ships in English ports
safe conducts-though confidence in their assurances
was somewhat weakened just then by the fact that only
a few days before they had torpedoed six Dutch ships
which they had promised the Netherlands Government
to aUow to leave Fahnouth harbour. I urged that the
ijpanish and Dutch understudies for the delegates of
the C.R B. be brought immediately into Belgium, and
asked ViUalobar to secure the promised assurances in
writmg from the Germans as to the immunity of our
men, and ViUalobar said he would procure them. The
skies were beginning to clear.

In the midst of our own perplexities and with aU dip-
lomatic relations between the Germans and us broken
off, we were able to do no more for the deported ch6-
meurs. The annex to the Legation, as we called the
unoccupied residence of the Countess Liederkerck
across the street in the Rue BeUiard which we had leased
and wherein were instaUed the corps of clerks who pre-
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pared the documents in the cases of the deported, was
closed. The subject, however, was ever present, with
the suffering, the misery, the despair it connoted, and
now the reality of it was brought more directly to all
of us by the few returning Belgians who had been re-
patriated. They were pitiable objects of German bru-
tality; they were, for the most part, pale, emaciated
men whose physical condition made them useless as
workers, broken, maimed, helpless, hopeless; a few
weeks in the slave compounds in Germany had so re-
duced by sickness, exposure and starvation that they
were hauled back to Belgium and flung down in their
villages to die. Some of the returned chdmeurs who
were brought to Brussels and taken to hospitals, had
their feet frozen from exposure, or were in such a state
of gangrene from maltreatment that it was necessary
to amputate their legs.' Those at Antwerp were re-
turned at night to avoid notice, for their physical con-
dition was so pitiable that the Germans seemed to be
afraid or ashamed to exhibit them as examples of their
work. Von Heune, the General who lost his men at
Mulhausen in October, 1914, and who gave the prom-
ise that if the Belgians who had fled before the fall of
Antwerp returned they would not be molested, had been
removed from the command at Antwerp on twenty-four
hours' notice, and had been succeeded by von Zwehl.
The deported men when they got to Germany would

not work; they resorted to sabotage, "ca* canny" and
"direct action"; they deliberately ruined machinery,
sang their patriotic songs as they had sung them when
they went away, and demoralized workshop and factory
by shouting the "Lion of Flanders" at the top of their
voices. And we began to hear the story of this triumph
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which, when it did not cost them their lives, left them
broken, ruined men.
About seventy were returned from the camp of con-

centration at Soltau, released because they were illThey were transported in a cattle^ar which was at-
tached to a freight train, and in this condition they spent
three days and three nights before they arrived at their
destination, although express trains cover the distance
in from six to eight hours.
At Soltau they had received as food, at six o'clock in

the morning, a concoction made of acorns, » ith nothing
else; at midday, half a litre of soup, principally of water!
but with a few turnips, carrots, beets; there were no
potatoes or more substantial foods; at three o'clock, two
hundred and fifty grams of black bread, often mouldy;
and between seven and eight o'clock, again half a litre
of soup Lke that given at midday, but occasionally with
a little bran or grits. With this abominable diet the
strongest became iU. and it was not long before those
with feeble constitutions died. During the first week
five workmen died and two went insane. One, tired of
so much misery, tried to escape and was shot down. The
suffermgs of these unfortunates were such that at niirht
they would steal from the kitchens and devour the po-
tato skins and the waste from the turnips intended for
the German personnel.

Besides the agony of such hunger every possible
means was employed to compel them to sign contracts
to work. One d-y forty workmen were taken away;
eight days later they reappeared at the camp. They re-
nted to their comrades that they had been taken to the
Grand Duchy of Baden, and that there for two days
they had been given abundant and exceUent food; they

745



} ;ii

BELGIUM
were told that if they would agree to work they would
receive even better treatment. They all refused.
They were then ahut up in a cattle^ar where they were
confined for thirty^flve hours without release and with-
out food.

Another day the deported received a visit from an in-
dividual in the uniform of a sergeant of the eighth Bel-
gian regiment of the line, who began to harangue them
in Flemish and in French, telling them that they were
foolish to endure so much suffering while the bourgeois
in Belgium continued to live well; that the Belgian
Government aid not care what became of them .wd
would not intervene to help them; that the neutral na-
M'ons would do even less, and that this was only natural
because the neutral governments knew very well, as did
the Allies, that in accepting peaceful employment in
Germany the Belgian workmen were not committing an
act that could be considered as contrary' to their patri-
otic sentiments. None of the workmen, however, were
seduced by this talk, and two days later they learned
that the orator was a German disguised as a Belgian
soldier.

The camp of the deported Belgian civilians was near
that of the imprisoned Belgian soldiers, whose diet was
a little better. The soldiers had pity on their com-
patriots. When a Belgian civilian was buried the Bel-
gian soldiers were allowed to follow the cofBn; although
they themselves did not receive sufficient nourishment,
they profited by the occasion to carry under their cloth-
ing boxes of consene and bread which they gave to the
deported. At the camp at Soltau alone there were
eleven thousand deported who refus'?;d to work for the
Germans.

746



SLAVERY
The story of the quurrymen of Lcssines, whom the

Germant by the most Larharoiu methcMlii tried to com-
pel to work for them in Belgium itself, had already be-
come well known. Later these quarrymcn ha<l l»een

•ent to Germany, where they were put on a diet sinjilur

to that of the Soltau camp. Besides hunger, other
means of duress were employed. One day they were
aligned before the mitrailleuse and told that if they did
not immediately consent to work they would be shot.

They replied that they would rather die from bullets

than of hunger. The mitrailleuse did not fire. Be-
fore such splendid resistance even German persistence
grew weary; some of the workmen were released and
returned to their homes in such a lamentable condition
that some of them died.

It seems indeed to have been the custom in the slave
compounds to menace the workmen with mitrailleuse.

One returning group, composed of two or three hundred
men of all ages, came from the camp near Munster.
To force them to work their German taskmasters had
almost entirely deprived them of food, had left them
exposed for ten hours to cold and rain, and then, think-
ing that they were sufficiently reduced, they ranged
about thirty of them before mitrailleuse; the order to
work was again given; if they refused they were to be
shot down. And they all refused. The order was
given to fire. They did not flinch and the Germans
fired in the air. Before such resolution it was said that
some of the authorities present were not able to con-
ceal their emotion, and that they announced to the men
that they were free and could return to Belgium.
Another group returned to the Hainaut from the

same camp; one of them was found dead in the train
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on its arrival at Mons; about fifty were so enfeebled that
they could scarcely walk and were led away from the
railway statitm to their homes on the arms of their rela-

tives. And yet all of the men had been examined by
German doctors before they were deported, and all of
those who were not physically fit were rejected. In
six weeks' time these strong, healthy, vigorous work-
men had been turned to skeletons. One of the men
was the son of a manufacturer at Ghlin, who had been
the foreman of his father's factory where thirty work-
men were employed. After a heroic resistance of
thirty-five days he was no longer able to endure the
food, became ill, surrendered, and agreed to work. He
was set to digging, in spite 'of the fact that he was not
physically fitted for such work, and, far from being a
chdmeur, his factory at Ghlin in the meantime had never
ceased to operate.

After the protests made by the President and the
King of Spain at Berlin, certain influences were set in

motion in an effort to have the slave-drive in Belgium
abandoned, and returning from a visit to Berlin under-
taken as a result of these efforts, Lancken brought back
word that if Cardinal Merder would appeal to the Em-
peror, the Emperor would suspend the deportations and
order the return of the men. The Cardinal, therefore,

prepared and sent an appeal, signed by all the person-
alities in Belgium. Lancken took the Cardinal's letter

to Berlin and came back with the reply. The Emperor
had been graciously pleased to grant the request, the

deported men were to be returned to Belgium, but—
the inevitable, sinister "but" in all German negotia-

tions—they must work for the Germans in Belgium.
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tendon* t * ^"P*^" P««*0'»I ktter which he had writ-

Who bear i„ » lence r^^ » jr^'. ?" "'^'^ -"P-t'-t,,

Belgian fatherland to he^ of t^^^^^^^^^^
"'^'^ *'"^''

soul, who, either behind the It'^:^^^^^ "'l'
''" *•»-

their own homes, pray toil »nH T •

"^ 'etirement of

•t the b,„, of d™«.«Til. .1* '
°" "" '*'° """J

into the,, co„Jir'"^; ^ ' "'" '"'» *" "»""' »"'•««

vMl.s,™ '
*^°' "" unconsciously thev were re-

l.wijcrttr'' """^ '"^ " ....oLuo,:™.
•"

for which ,e „„, bC I^Jir
""• I"" •««»» 00, poopfe,

-~d, to the Wfol of ,0 ^00 elh^SS"?
^" °''"''' ""''"-

"Id, „, c™Aed by Uo.. ,r'.. TT ' '^"'°°- "" ""

out, and all that w.Il remain for their edification will be fh!splend.d spectacle of a nation of seven millions, wSrdrth^eve-
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ning of Augast i, with one accord, not only refused to allow its

honour to be held in question for a moment, but which, throughout
over thirty months of ever-increasing moral and physical suffering,

on battlefields, in military and civil prisons, in exile, under an ircm

domination, had remained imperturbable in its self-control, and
bad never once so far yielded as to cry: "This is too much! This is

enough
!"

In our young days our professors of history rightly held up to

our admiration Leonidas and the three hundred Spartans, who, in-

stead of seeking safety in easy flight, allowed themselves to be

crushed by the Persian army at the Pass of Thermopylc They
filled us with enthusiasm for the six hundred heroes of Franchimont,

who, after risking life and liberty by passing through the camp
of the armies of Louis XI and Charles the Bold at night, all fell in

an assault of almost frenzied valour and desperate resistance. The
teachers of the Belgian generation of to-morrow will have yet

other instances of military heroism and patriotism to evoke.^

' Cenx qui se battent pour la liberty du drapeau beige sont des

braves. Les internes de Hollande et d'AUemagne, qui Invent vers

Dieu, pour la patrie, leurs bras charges de chatnes, sont des braves.

Nos compatriotes exiles, qui portent, en silence, le poida de lenr

isolement, servent, eux aussi, du mieux qu'ils peuvent, la patrie

beige, comme la servent toutes ces &me8 qui, soit derri^re les mnrs

des cloitres, soit dans le recueillement des foyers domestiqnes,

prient, pleurent, peinent, dans I'attente du retour des absents et de

notre commune d^livrance.

Nous avons 6cout^ la vois puissante des Spouses et de mires; k

travers leurs sanglots, elles suppliaient Dieu de soutenir le courage

et la fidelite k I'honneur de leurs maris et de leurs fils, emmen^s de

force dans les nsines de I'ennemi. On les a entendus, ces vaillants,

ramasser, k I'heure du depart, leur Anergic, pour donner du coeur

k leurs camarades, ou pour entonner, dans un effort supreme, le

chant national; nous les avons vus, k leur retour, pales, d6cham^,

ruines humaines; tandis que nos yeux mouill^s de larmes cher-

chaient leurs regards ^teints, nous nous inclinions profond6ment

devant eux, car -ils nous r^' ulaient, sans s'en doater, on aspect

nouveau, inattendu, de I'heroisme national.

760



SLAVERY
As a result of this the Germans were once more ina rage and threatened to rescind the promise that the

deportations would be discontinued. They contented

of the Cardmal and some of the priests who had read

E.t-il, aprt* eel.. n&ess«lre de vous precher la vailknce?
Certcs au tableau que je viens d'esquisser, il y a des ombres- il

avon, i rougir; je ne vise pas, en ce n,oment,-que I'on m'entcndeb«n-la poignfo dWriers dpuisds par les privations, raidis par lefroid ou broy^s de eoups, qui ont finalement laisse &hap,^r deleur, ttvrea une parole de soumission; il y a des li.ites /iW^e
^rirrU-f'dTif."^'!; "" ''"^'^"" ''^•"" ^-^ - p'^*-*

-

rtle lucrabf de dflateurs, de eourtisans, d'espions, ou ces quelque.

nSrtes « "* ^" '""*" ^^ '^''^'" »"' ^'^ °'*'^« <»« '-" "-
. estomperont et il ne restera pour I'^ucation des generations

dhomme qui, non seulement, dans un dlan unanime, au soir du

durant plus de trente n.ois de souffrances morales et phy iques
tou^ours granissantes, sur les champs de bataUle, dans les prL.

fois laissi aUer i dire: C'en est trop! C'en est assez!

ad^rT ^T"!
"'^^' '""' P™^""""" d'hi'.toire nous faisaient

qui, plutfit que de ehereher leur salut dans une fuite aisee, se firent
Eraser par larm^ des Perses, au d^fil^ des Thermopyles. lis
nous enthousiasmaient pour les six cents braves du pays Franchimont
qui, apr^ avoir la nuit, en y engageant leur liberty et leur vie
traverse les camps des armies de Louis XI et de Charles-le-Teme-
raire, snecombirent tous dans un assaut d'une audace presque foUe
et d une resistance desespirde. Les maitres de la generation beige
de demain auront 4 citer des traits autrement evocateurs de
1 lieroisme militaire et du patriotisme.
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the pastoral, and on the fourteenth of March the follow-

ing announcement was made in the journals in Belgium:

Berlin, 14 man:
Des Beiges notables appartenant aaz divers partis se sont

rjcemment adress^s k S.M. I'Empereur pour le prier de mettre fin

k renvoi forc6 d'ouvriers beiges en Allemagne et de faire rentrer

chei enx les Beiges qui y ont iti envoy^s.

Les signataires de cette demande directement adress^ k Sa

Majesty Tiennent d'etre avisos que I'Empereur a d6cid6 de faire

soumettre les d^irs qu'ils ont formulas k I'ezamen approfondi du

gouvemenr g£n£ral et des administrations comp6tentes, lui-m£me

se r^servant de prendre une d&ision definitive apr^ cet examen.

En attendant, Sa Majest6 a donn^ I'ordre de faire rentrer im-

m^atement en Belgique, pour hutant que cela n'ait pas 6ti fait

dijk, les Beiges envoy^s en Allemagne par erreur et de suspendre

JQsqa'Jk nouvel avis les envois forces en Allemagne de Beiges sans

travail.*

'(Translation:)

Berlin, 14 March:

Certain Belgian notables belonging to various parties have

recently addressed H.M. the Emperor urging him to put an end

to the forced deportation of Belgian workmen to Germany, and to

have returned to their homes those Belgians who have been sent

away.

The subscribers to this demand addressed directly to His

Majesty have just been informed that the Emperor had decided to

submit the petition which they formulated to the careful examina-

tion of the Governor-General and of the competent administrations,

reserving to himself the privilege of taking a definite decision after

this examination.

In the meantime His Majesty has given orders to have returned

immediately to Belgium, in so far as this has not already been

done, those Belgians sent to Germany by mistake, and to suspend

until further order the forced deportation to Germany of unem-

ployed Belgians.
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The condition that they work on their return, which

at first was so deeply resented, proved in the end to
have only an academic interest, for few ever came back
to Belgium except those sent home to die.



DESTBOTIKO A NATION

We supposed, however, that with the Imperial prom-
ise the deportations had come to an end and that we
could indulge the natural feeling of relief that would
come with the passing of the worst of the horrors the
Germans had brought to Belgium. And yet, ahnost
unnoticed, in those days of anxiety and care, there were
being enacted the opening scenes in a ti-agedy that
transcended any yet played in Belgium, the preparation
for a deed worse than the atrocities, worse even than the
Cavell case, worse than the deportations. These were
of that sensational nature and of that stark objectivity
which instantly shock the imagination. But this went
deeper, was far more subtle and insidious. The atroci-
ties, the deportations and the rest destroyed the body;
this was an attempt to destroy the soul; they muidered
men; this would assassinate a nation.

On the third of March, or about that time, the German
newspapers announced that the administration in Bel-
gium would be divided; then ten days later the German
newspapers were filled with accounts of a "visit" to
Berlin of a group of Belgians, soi-disant leaders among
the Flemish, gone to present a petition to that end.
Preoccupied by my own problems and perplexities, I
paid little attention to this at the time; it was mentioned
now and then, but we were thinking and talking of other
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things. Then on the twenty-first of March there ap-
peared on the walls of Brussels a smaU a;^cAtf;

OmoKK

of?i!it
"

^T"^^^ ^'''^"" *^° administrative region., oneof which comprise, the province, of Antwerp. Limbourg, Ea.t «.d

ZTJ^ T' I': r" " '^' ^""'" "^ ^""""'^ "d of I^»valn
the other of which comprise, the provtoces of Hainaut, Li^«e'Luxembourg, and Namur, a, weU as the district of NiveUes.

'

The administraUon of the first of these two regions will be di-
rected from Brussels; that of the second, from Namur.

All arrangements looking to the assurance of the execution of the
present order, notably from the point of view of the administrative
organiaaUon of the two region, and the transfer of the control, are
le^rved. For .11 that concern, the Mini,try of Art, and Science,,
the order, of the «3 October, 1916, 18 December and U February
1917 (Official Bulletin of Ian,, and order,, pp. 2930, 3034, andMf9), remain in force until the publication of the above-mentioned
arrangement,.

BruMel,, 81 March, 1917.

The Governor-General in Belgium,

Fbxihkrr von Bissino,

Generaloberst. *

''AbbAtb

II est forrn^ en Bclgique deux region, administrative, dont
inne comprend le, province, d'Anv-rs, de Limbourg, de Flandre
onentaJe et de Flandre occidentale, ainsi que les arrondissements de
Bruxelle, et de Louvain, I'autre les provinces de Hainaut, de Li^ge
de Luxembourg, et de Namur, ainsi que I'arrondissement de NiveUes

I/adminislration de la premiere de ces deux regions sera dirig&
de Bruxelles; celle de la deuxieme, de Namur.

Sont r^serv^es toutes les disposition, qui seront destin&s i
a„nrer 1 execution du present arrets notamment au point de vuc
de lorgani,ation administrative de, deux regions et de la remiM
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This order was the culnunaticm of s carefully nur-

tured 'scheme of von Biasing's, a scheme not only for
the conquest, but for the political agglutination of Bel-
gium, the finale of that policy of Flaminganization al-

ready revealed in the transformation of the University
of Ghent. It had been cunningly devised and deeply
meditated for long months; its details had been studied
with Machiavellian subtlety in the department of the
Politische Abteilung and the Zivilverwaltung, and
while he was taking the cure at Wiesbaden von Bissing
had matured it; now on his return, he promulgated it.

The moment, as it proved, was hardly auspicious, and
revealed the reason why voh Bissing had been so op-
posed to the deportations—^not as a principle, but as a
policy—and why he quarreled, or at least differed, with
Hindenburg. Von Bissing and his advisers just then af-

fected la manihe douce, which Hindenburg and his

leaders could neither tolerate nor understand.

It was always referred to as la sSparation admirUt-
trative. a phrase that hardly illustrat' its own sinister

and tragic significance. It meant more, of course, than
a mere division of the prosaic functions of the civil ad-
ministration of the kingdom; it involved the establish-

ment of two administraticms where one had served be-

de« affaires. Pour tout ce qui concerne le miniature des sciences et

des arts, les arr£t^ des 2S octobre, 1916, 18 d^embre, 1916, et

14 f^vrier, 1917 {Bulletin ofjiciel de$ loit et arretSt, pp. 29S0, 8054
et 8819), restent en vigueur jusqn'A la publication des dispositions

susmention6es.

Bruzelles, le SI mars^ 1917.

Der Generalgouverneur in Belgien,

FUIHKKB TON BiaSINO,

GeneraloberSt
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fore, one that had been in operation for more than eighty
years and was an integral part of a most practical sys-
tern of goyemment. The Hague Convention made it
incumbent on the German occupant to respect the lawsm force m the country, the only exception recognized
by that Convention being that of "absolute necessity."
There had been no absolute necessity for innovation;
the Belgian internal administration had carried on, as
the Enghsh say, under German occupancy for more
ftan two years. The functionaries had continued at
their posts at the express invitation of General von
Bissing himself, and with a promise that they would
not be mc. .'sted.

On the fourth of January the chief of the civil adminis-
tration, Dr. von Sandt, had formally communicated to
them a statement of the Govemor-General informing
them that he would leave it to Belgian functionaries
to decide freely whether they were able to reconcile

the future exercise of their functions with their duty
toward the Belgian state," assuring them that those who
should resign their functions would have no reason to
fear any result other than the loss of their salaries, "pro-
vidmg they had done nothing in the pursuance of their
duties and obligations that was against the interests of
the German administration." This striking generosity
was superrogatory even if elementary rules of justice
did not give a man the right to quit his employment, for
that right had already been expressly secured by Arti-
cle 48 of the regulations annexed to The Hague Con-
vention of 1907.

In that dark wmter of 1914, the first of the war, we
used to hear that the Germans were only waiting to
take Ypres and nettoyer le pays U-haa, before de-
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daring the annexation of Belgium ; the Kaiier waa aaid

to have prepared an imposing theatrical ceremony to

be unrolled in the old Cloth Hall as soon as the city

should fall. But that performance was deferred and
another annexation was conceived as a substitute for

the geographical conquest, to accomplish which it was
necessary to destroy the national organization and in

its place to erect two organizations, one Flemish and
the other Walloon. Whether Belgium were formally

annexed or not, this procedure would divide the peo-

ple, break the national spirit, and dismember the na-
tion; it was a part of the unaltered purpose of the mili-

tary oligarchy and the Pan-Germanists to create the

Mittel-Europe, a purpose from which for an instant

they had never swerved; they would first separate the

Flemish provinces from Belgium and then attach them
to the Empire, thus gaining the great port of Antwerp
and the Belgian littoral.'

'After GoTcraor-General von Biuing'i death in 1817, there wu
pnblishcd a docament that purports to be a lutmoire left by him in

which he sets forth his views of the future of Belgium, of Germanj,
and of the world in general. The authenticity of this document,

so far as I know, has never been authoritatively denied. In it

Baron von Biasing says:

"I propose to develop here an opinion already expressed by me in

• previous memoire. I wish to speak of the cruel necessity, or

rather the sacred duty imposed on us of keeping Belgium nnder

our influence and our domination, because the security of Germany
demands that we do not render Belgium her liberty."

The Governor-General in his memoire was without illusions. He
said that there was no hope of reconciling the Belgians, and that in

spite of all treaties that might be obtained, Belgium would remain

inimical to Germany. He develops his theory of the use Germany
could make of Belgium, not only industrially, but as an outpost

against England in that future war of which he speaks, as thooj^
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The Gennuu knew, of courie, in every deUil, the

hutonc feeling between the Flemish and the Wallooni,

It we„ d««Jy «, .duality. He Mjr. th.t .fter the conclu.l«i
ot peMe thejr, the Oerauni, ran not permit Belgium to be re-
•DMiUted M SUte and H neutral country, and add*:

••An independent Belgium, a neutral Belgium, or a Belgium wboM
•tatu la flied by treaUei, will be, a. prior to the war, ubject to
the baneful influence of England and of France, and will be the
prey of America, which leeki to ultiliie Belgian's reiourcei. In

rOBCE; and it if to force that we mu.t again report in order to
wnpel the present population, still hostile, to accommodate iUelf to
German domination and to submit to it

"Germany is interested also in the Flemish movement in Bel-
gium, which has already gained considerable ground and which
would be mortally affected If we did not extend to Belgium our
policy of force."

*

The late GoTcmorOeneral goes on:
"And this has great weight also in determining the future ex-

ternal policy of Holland, for as soon as we withdraw our protecting
hand from Belgium the Flemish movement wIU be branded as Ger-
manophile by the Walloons and the Francophiles, and completely
crushed by them. The Flemish problem is not solved yet by any
means, and I do not cherish the optimistic hope that the Flemings
wiU aid us in our domination of Belgium. From now on we must
do everything in our power to divert into the proper channels the
nnrealliable hopes that are beginning to overflow. A certain
Flemish group dreams of an autonomic Flemish State, governed by a
king and enUrely separate from any other State. Of course we
must protect the Flemings, but we can not in any event or under
any consideraUon allow them to become altogether independent."
The memoire concludes:

"Belgium must be conquered by us and we must retain it as it
is at present and as it must remain in the future. We must retain
in Belgium for many years to come the state of despoUc control
which is actually in force.

"That despoUc control, based on military force, is the sole admin-
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and they were no looner initftlled in Belgium than they
set about the ccmgenial task of profiting by the fact.

latntive yitcn Ibat cm be cboteii; but we ahall work out in the
foture, alowly and uetbodirallj, and iniUll a new form of gorem-
Bcnt more appropriate to the intereaU of OermaBy."
Aa I aajr, tke authenticity of thia document baa not been entirely

prored, though it ia not diflcult to imagine the old Pruaaian Oeneral
writing auch a memoire.

Thla •nemoire waa printed in Herr Bacmeiater'a review, Dm
Orotten DenUehland, and in the Bergiteke Markitckt Ztiiung.
Herr Baemeiater, the publiaher of the flrit-menUoned magaaine,
haa iaaued • atatement in reaponae to aome riral publication which,
while not conteating the authenticity of von Biaaing'a nemoire,
claimed that the late Oovemor-Qeneral in Belgium had changed
the opiniona expreaaed in it before hia deatli. Herr Bacmeiater'a
•Utement contenda, with aome truth it would aeem, that it would
be impovoible to diminiah the aignificance of the von Biaaing docn>
ment, and be adda that be ia authorired to declare that ron Bia*
aing "to the day of hia death invariably held the opiniona that be
exprraaed in hia memoire." But whether the memoire ia authentie
or not, there ia another document the authenticity of which can
not be diaputed, and which goea even further than the memoire.

In January, 1017, Baron von Biasing, being ill and at Wiea-
baden taking the cure, wrote to Dr. S. Streaaemann, a uiember of
the ReichaUg and lately appointed by the Chancellor aa a member
of the Conaulting Commiaaion of Seven, the latest triumph of the
democratic movement in Germany. The letter that Baron von
Biaaing wrote ia dated January 14, 1017, and waa published in the
Deuttche Taneseitung for May SO, 1017. Von Biasing writes to

congratulate Herr Dr. Streaaemann on a lecture he had juat de-
livered at Hanover on German victory and German peace, and is

delighted to approve what the speaker had said as to the future
ot Belgium. In the letter von Bissing refers to a memoire in which
be says he atudies at greater length and more precisely and pro-
foundly the future of Belgium, and the assumption ia that this

ia the memoire mentioned above.

But in the letter itself he says:
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The idea of aeparating the •dminirtnitionf, like that oftr«i,fonn.ngthe University of Ghent, wm not oH^nS

mL«/ A .K T*''*
"'''"^* "-'"'"•'y to weave binding

in the deepen my-ter^r. Vou will .ee wh.t fruit, thl, poJcv wSh«, « .con „. in order to ,elmbur.e Ifelf for the heavy.Jwce.
t ha. ».de «, a. to .«ure the guarantle. without which it can^ta^re «. future Germany, not knowing how to .urrcndc im t

of Bel 'um on the ba.i. of the right of
eree the annexation

conqueat"

And he goe. on:

b.'rrr°"'i!l''
'•''%'"'P"«» -y FlemUh policy; it i. guided^e.e thought, that I have directed with a wide re.erfe and

e^,T° '» "T
*^'*"' P"'"^^- """'»'"" '» ^""W have been

Belgium the German .pirit and German inltlaUve.

taJlT ''";!'' "'*!!''' ^™' *"""'"* '*'^"« •'•'« «<»•>«» h««

;^ iT.r'r^"''^'""- "• '"'"*^"' ^•^' »" ^«"d. wm givehim back hi. .trcngth, you may be assured that thos., who like
yon, have understood with penetration what the future of Germany
demand, with reference to the problem of Belgium, and have .et
t forth a. clearly a. you have in yo.ir conference, will alway. findm me a .launch supporter.

"I am .011 feeble and lU and I can not write or even think a.

w^Th"; J-""
*" •*" *'''"" ^''"»' ^'"="' "f*" *''" I°»K -'"tion

which Hi. Majesty the Emperor in his confidence has been kind
enough to grant me, I shall be sufficiently restored to be able to
govern Belgian affair, in his name and after his will."
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with them; few ideas are; they are better at adapting
than originating. La separation adnUimtrative was an

He was restored, at least partially, to health, and returned to
Brussels to "install a form of government more appropriate to the
interests of Germany."

MlMOaANDUlf OF GOTKRNOR TON BlSSINO

It is a curious fact that in enemy countries, in France and Eng-
land parUcularly, the men at the helm express themselves quite
freely regarding their war aims, in spite of the reverses suffered
on the various fronts. As at the outbreak of this world-war,
which is constantly extending ita scope, so to-day the parcelling-
o'lt or annihilation of Germany i is demanded; and this although
German armies have made victory a matter of habit, as it were,
abd are in firm possession of huge expanses of enemy country.

Without paying the slightest heed to the military situaUon, or
hesitating at the sacrifice of treasure and men to which the Powers
allied against us vainly committed themselves, the anti-German
Press is without exception blinded by a strange Itind of self-hyp-
notism. The extravagance of the war aims of our opponents, who
set as little value on our own successes as on those already won
by our allies, obviously makes it impossible to dream of a peace
in the near future which shall be both honourable and acceptable
to Germany.

To defend our independence and to assure our future, Germany
must continue the struggle until the time when with sword in hand
she can exact a peace, a peace which shall be effective and, if pos-
sible, durable. And it is then only that it will be suitable to speak
of the character of our conditions of peace; such Is, contrary to
that of our enemies, the opinion of many Germans, the Chancellor
of the Empire among others. As for convincing those circles in
which peace is now desired, either because they maintain the illu-

sion of a possible reconciliation, or because they are nervously im-
patient of a peace which, being premature, can not but be
ephemeral, I do not believe that it can ever be done.

In those circles where only social-democrats meet they misnnder-
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old notion in Belgium, and since it lent itself so readUyto demagogy it was precisely the sortof thing that ap-

tand the sentiments inspiring our people to finish the task th.thas been begun, while at the ..me time e„gger.tingtL force !jresstanee of England. Thus the,, seem to^Mieve^Enriand

evacuated and re-estebhshed in the position it occupied prior to thewar, Belgium, which after fierce struggles and innume^le sacrf!fices we have succeeded in almost entirely conquering

ll T """\^ ^ ^'^ ^''' *** ''"*="" '""^ invincfbility of Eng.

more and more evident that in the West and in the East she is at

^Zhir . ^ ?"*' concentrating it upon us, she can

country regau..ts primitive boundaries and frontiers, which, in-

frontier of Belgium? I do not wish to discuss that here
I propose to develop here an opinion already express^! by me

rather the sacred duty imposed on us of keeping Belgium i^derour mfluence and our domination, because the security o> Germ«.ydemands that we do not render Belgium her liberty
^

fl^T'"' °{ """"'^ *^'* "*" ^™ ^"P'' ' ''•^^ o{ seeing the

I reahtv "T. 7^ "''"* " '*'""'"' '° °" '--' -'" b-o-ea reality. But at present we must convince ourselves of this- «

fr nT^llT *", •fr"'"''^"'^*'" "^"^ " •^-^-"•l "-t'-J

nnpelled to do so by an inevitable sense of necessity, but they willdraw her to them. I take for granted that we may hope fol

"

reconciliation-mythical, to my mind-and that we m.v. by meln^of a, good treaties as possible, obtain guaranties; it'can not bedenied, however, that from every point of view Belgium wiU beorganised and utilized by our enemies as a TERRITORY OF of
fensive and of advanced posts.

The following considerations will show what is, in view of a
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peals to your small politician who is always confusing

sectionalism and particularism with democracy. But it

future war, the strategic importance of Belgium. In order to con-

duct the present war in an offensive manner the high command of
the army was obliged to march through Belgium, but the right

wing of the German army was not able to advance along the border

of the Dutch province of Limbourg except with great difficulty.

Strategically speaking, the objective pursued during the present

war on the Western front was to find a space whe^ we might

march our army against France and England in a war the cir-

cumstances of which would all be new.

If the result of the present war should be to leave an inde-

pendent Belgian State it would be necessary in a subsequent war
to conduct the operations in an entirely different manner and
with much greater difficulty than in the beginning of the present

war, for the whole effort of England and France would tend to

outdistance the German army with the aid of a Belgium either al-

lied to them or entirely under their influence. It is permissible to

ask one's self whether it would then be possible to safeguard the

liberty of action of the German right wing, and even if in another

war we could again take the offensive.

The present war has also proved, furthermore, that the posses-

sion of a defensive territory beyond the Rhine is essential. The
present frontier of the Empire does not suffice. A Belgium sup-

ported by English and French forces would immediately threaten

our industrial regions, which, by reason of their factories, are in-

dispensable for supplying the needs of the army. Besides, Eng-
land, if she dominated Belgium in peace times would not hesitate

to force Holland—as Greece has recently been forced to do—to

abandon her neutrality, or to bow to the exigencies of England's

military operations. It is up to us, therefore, to protect our in-

dustrial regions—^without whose aid we can not conduct the war to

a successful finish—^by distant lines of defense, and to safeguard

the freedom of action of our right wing by widening, as much as

is necessary, the territories over which our offensive can deploy.

Before leaving the military and strategic view-point it is neces-

sary that I draw attention to the great value of the industrial
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had never excited a serious general interest, and when

everTntr. "" ""^ "°"'""^- '^»'« ^-^-^^ ho"
^Lnr" *^"' ?'f*

r'''''''*'''''''
manipulators, and

ofSriZ ;\"""'" ^""'-^"^'-'^ -«"e„ce, b, J,„
urease, the fighting power and the force of resistance of a^-ntiy just as our own industrial regions do. That is why it i^

nave acrived from Belgium during this war by the seizure ofmachinery etc., should be considered as much as the iljurdus^the enemy deprived of this increase of fighting power.
"^

If we consider the importance of Belgium to us as a terrainwhere our armies can deploy for an attack, and faLrable duZ
notubT^Tf'^'t^^r^ r '-'''-'- --^-' *^- - ^no doubt that a frontier limited to the line of the Meuse where.ome misguided ones would establish it, and protS by thefortresses of Liege and Namur, can not suffice f^r Germany It» neces«.ry. on the contrary, to push the frontier toTesea asour maritime interests, moreover, demand

wh-f ,^ I ." "°* •*" '"'•' ^PO'tance. Without the coal

and tr JT '"""^ "' °" P''"'^^ "^ «'='""'«« -th Hoi and.nd the northern countries.^ The 28 million tons extracted an
.
"ono^" t ??**"" ""^''^^'^^ '"'''' ^^--^ - - the Continent

. monopoly which has contributed to assure our existence.
In addition to these factors which must be considered in view

.. of ;r, ""• "" ""* '*''"' '="''""^" *^»* -- « P-- time it

teresU m Belgium. A Belgium having again become independentwiU never .gam be neutral, but will submit, on the contrary to theprotection of France and of England
contrary, to the

it to Zt r/"" ^'^^"'"' '' '" "^^ ^"*"« ^- d» -ot govern
•t to the best of our interests and do not protect it by force ofarm,, our industry «id our commerce will lose the place they have
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and with the exaggerated solicitude and gross flattery

of the seduetor tried to win the confidence of the Flem-

ish. In the minds of the intelligent and responsible

Flemish leaders such clumsy methods, of course, pro-

won in Bdgium and ondoubtedly they will never be able to recover

it

German interests in Antwerp will be compromised from the time

that Germany relinquishes Belgium, for without any doubt that

country will enter into closer relations with England and France

as soon as it feels free once more.

The Belgian Government and its politicians who have taken

refuge in London are always openly working in that direction. We
should not desire, of course, to kill Belgian industry, but by special

laws we must impose on it the same conditions as those controlling

German industry. We can thus make use of Belgian industry as a

lever to play upon the world market and there fix prices. With
Antwerp we should not only lose the port, the possibility of con-

trolling railroad rates, etc., but also the great influence that this

city possesses as a world-market and financial centre, in South

America especially. These forces will also be turned against us,

very naturally, as soon as they can be freely utilised.

It has now become a matter of history that neither before nor

at the outbreak of this war could Belgium be expected long to re-

main neutral, and, if one is to attach much importance to these

historical truths, it is not admissible that on the conclusion of peace

Belgium should be resuscitated as an independent State and neutral

country. An independent Belgium, a neutral Belgium, or a Bel-

gium whose status is fixed by treaties, will be, as prior to the war,

subject to the baneful influence of England and of France, and will

be the Vfy of ^^merica, which seeks to utilise Belgium's resources.

In ord.. to prevent that there is but one means and one policy:

FORCE; and it is to force that we must again resort in order to

compel the present population, still hostile, to accommodate itself

to German domination and to submit to it

Germany is also interested in The Flemish Movement in Bel-

gium, which has already gained considerable ground and which

would be mortally affected if we did not extend to Belgium our
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-i:^!J!l!!!2!!2i^^^ ^'Paration of adminis-

-ociate their interest, with lieie of r 'u'"
"' "'"^^ *° "

And thi. ha, g^e.t weT^t .1 ^ "^ throughout the world,

policy of Holland fJt\ "" '**'**"°^°'''« the future external

".cans, and IVn^tZT ^" ""^ '^^° •"^^«'» ^^^ ^y any
jm a/d us in trl2::^rofSgt" ^^1^^^ ^'^"^-

Flendsh group drea«L of L .*""""* *° '"'"''•'^- ^ certain

b7 a Idng^lJ enTrX 1" If"""' ^''"''' ^*"*'' «°-™««»
we must protect the HeZ '

luf"
"' ''*'" ^***" °' «>"-

der any consideraUon .UrS' ! T "*" "°* "^ ""^ «^*'°t «' ««>-

Being of Gerln el!jr '^''°"' '^*°«'*''" ^dependent

Be a preci^,retrrGeir::e1 " ^^^ ^'"°""" ^'^^

abandon a pofuonoTfieWZ'^o, if
*"" " P""'"*^' ^^ -«

on Belgian territory, we doTot1 "' ?1 "* '"*°'''"»°''« ^tate

able difficulties, but ;« also d-V'^ "T '"' '""''^''' '^'«'"«»«'-

advantages ani of th^at^UncrtLTBt" 1 '""^ "'^ '"^'*--*
only if in its entirety it is subTred L r

* """^ '"'' «'^« "
If for no other reason itlT^L'lTZ'' f""'"?"*-'

to prevent the isolation of AnVwe/p Z^t " °^ ""^P'^ "«*
we must e.act an the territorytnCu: t?:h:;Tr

"^ ""*""

contw; :nx;rrrrfh^
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tration opened with a comedy staged at Berlin. The

four or five Flemish men, as a commission represent-

ing the Flemish people, "went," as I have said, to Ber-

lin with their petitions. Inasmuch as no one could go

Lorraine, which Prussia had formerly claimed. At present there

must be no more errors committed ; we must act without timidity and

without any ulterior thought of a reconciliation.

If in order to oblige England to show us sufficient respect, we

how a total lack of consideration and firmness, if we weaken, if

we withdraw to the line of the Meuse or conclude some sort of an

agreement concerning Antwerp, the whole world will consider us

weak, the great results we have obtained in the Balkans will be

minimised, and, in spite of the importance of our milita^ suc-

cesses, our fame will suffer in Turkey and throughout the whole

of Islam.

There is but one means of forcing the English to recognise us as

equals; that is to stay in Belgium. England can not remain mis-

tress of the Belgian coast. We must prevent her from dominating a

territory whence a new Franco-English offensive might be launched

one of these days, and it would be an overwhelming one this time.

I have the firm conviction that once out of Belgium, not only would

Franco-English influences prevail, but also the English and French

troops would effect their junction there; that is to say, in a future

war more than a million men will be ready immediately—on the

defensive or to attack our present frontier or on the line of the

Meuse.

I shall confine myself to outlining rapidly and in its broad

lines to what extent our interior policy is interested in the Belgian

problem. The great majority of the people would not understand

our giving up Belgium after its having been a long time in our

hands, and that we should relinquish the fruits of a victory so

dearly won. The war will have cost us at least a million men in

the prime of life; our industries will find themselves deprived of

many of their strongest arms. The peoples are entitled to see the

realization of their hopes. Furthermore, we should see a greater

and more active opposition created should those expectations not be

fulfilled. Already our diplomatic reserves of the last twenty
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from one town to another in Belgium, much less to
Germany, without appealing to the Kommandantur for
days and sometimes for weeks in order to obtain the
necessary passports, which besides were seld(Hn granted,

yean have made a very onfaToorable Impreision upon the people;
the fear it more and more openly ezpreised that once again di-

plomacy will lose for us what we have won by the sword. This
time, after such enormous sacrifices, we can not run the risk of hear-
ing such reproaches. We must attain that war objective which at

home even the lowliest being considers absolutely certain of at-

tainment

It is not only a question of formulating a minimum of condi-

tions with regard to Belgium that military interests impose on us,

but positively to insure in the future the life of the people and of
the German Empire.

Whosoever, like me, with entire conviction and with all his

energy, conducts a campaign in favour of the annexation of Bel-
gium, is in duty bound also, in order completely to justify his

passionate desire, to outline to himself the difficulties to be sur-

mounted and the objections to be combated. For my p.-,*, I do not

consider the reasons of those who, losing themselves in dreams,
judge that the Government is bound by the declarations it made at

the outbreak of the war. Of course we did not undertake the war
in a spirit of conquest, but solely to defend the Fatherland. The
conquest of Belgium was directly forced upon us, and it was con-

siderations affecting the possibilities that lie in the future that led

us logically to demand, in the name of our security, that the

frontiers of Germany be extended to the west.

Certain people maintain that Germany must be kept free from
every foreign element, and that it would affect the powerful unity

of Germany to incorporate so many millions of inhabitants of

another country differing in language. These are but empty
phrases. Germany has nothing to fear; Germany will remain Ger-

man even though we draw Belgium into our midst; besides, it is

thickly peopled with Germans, for the Walloons themselves became
French only through the action of time. It will suffice if we see

to it that the German spirit and courage become implanted there
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and inasmuch as the Belgian people were not allowed to
assemble or to hold public discussions, and as they had
no Press, it is easy to imagine just whom and what these
men represented. They were received by the Chancel-

where French influences punned the work of Frenchification. Ob-
rioiulj, it ! great and difficult problem to enlarge Germany, to
ubject Belgium to her rule, and to absorb the latter country; but
Germany is strong enough, and after the war she will find, I hope,
capable men to solve in a German sense the problems that will
arise in Belgium, and to solve them more happily than they were
solved in Alsace-Lorraine. At least the faults previously com-
mitted will have tau^t us something, and we shall never return in
Belgium to that policy of weakness and of reconciliation that was
so injurious to us both in Alsace-Lorraine and in Poland.
Of course, it must be a brain-racking dilemma for the diplo-

matists and the jurisU to determine what form i'.e annexation of
Belgium should take, and many times have we asked one another,
"With whom shall we conclude a peace sanctioning in law the right
of conquest?" And indeed that question is not easily answered.
Up to the present neither the Belgian Government nor the King
has agreed with the Quadruple Entente not to sign a separate peace.
But in spite of this reservation, from which there will undoubtedly
be a departure in the near future, we shall never be able to cda-
clude with the King of the Belgians and his Government a peace by
which Belgium would remain under German domination, and the
Quadruple Entente can not agree to our conditions of peace rela-

tive to Belgium, its ally. Therefore we can only refuse, during
peace negotiations, to discuss the manner in which we shall incor-

porate Belgium.

We shall limit ourselves to asserting the right of conqueii.

Obviously, one must not disregard the dynastic point of view, for

L; r.. doing, in justice and without concerning ourselves with idle

considerations, we dethrone the King of the Belgians and allow

him to remain abroad, an enemy full of ill-will. We must arrive

at some decision in this respect, and perhaps it were better to con-

clude that it is so much to our advantage, if necessity does not

force us to dwell too long on the dynastic view-point. A king will
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lor. Hen von BeUunann-Hollweg, as we read in the
German newspapers, and he made a speech in which
he extended to the "delegates" a cordial welcome to the
capital of the German Empire in "their quality of rep-

never' Toluntarily abandon his country to the conqueror, and the
King of the Belgians will never resign himself to the surrender of
his sovereignty or consent to iU restriction. His prestige would
be so afi'ected that he could no longer be considered an aid to Ger-
man interests, but a nuisance. The English for a long time and in

divers circumstances maintained that the right of conquest is the
sanest and simplest, and in Machiavelli's writings one may read

that whosoever proposes to seise a country is obliged to rid him-
self of the king or government, even by murder.

These are certainly very serious resolutions to adopt, but they
must nevertheless be adopted, for it is a question of the welfare and
future of Germany, and besides, a war of extermination waged
against us calls for expiation. We must retain in Belgium for

many years to come the state of despotic control which is actually

in force.

That despotic control, based on military force, is the sole ad-

ministrative system that can be chosen; but we shall work out

reforms in the futare, slowly and methodically, and install a new
form of government more appropriate to the interesto of Germany.
The annexation of Belgium, based upon the right of conquest, will

be viewed by many Flemings and by a goodly number of Walloons
as a release from doubt and vain hopes. One and the other can
then breathe freely, do business, and enjoy life. The Flemings,

whose nature is so independent, and who, furthermore, are dif-

ficult to manage, will find it easy to adapt themselves, on coming
out of the state of tjrranny, to a transitory state of things from
which liberty for them will arise.

The Walloons can and must decide during that period whether

they desire to adapt themselves to the new circumstances or whether

they prefer to leave Belgium. Whoever remains in the country

must recognise Germany, and, after a certain time, confess to

DeuUchtum. (Allegiance to Germany.)

As a result of this it will be impossible to tolerate that while
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ntenUtlTes of a people so cloiely united to the German
people by political, economical and intellectual ties." He
referred to the "community of ideals which prerailt be-

wetlthy Und ownen emigrate they eontinne to derire laeooie froa
their Belgieo propertiea. In order to sroid in Belgiom the crea-
tion of • litnaUon analogoni to that existing in Altaee-Lorraine, it
will be neceeury at all corta to hare recoarae to exproprUUon.
Happily, we are not only powerful with the aword, hot oar sUtea-
men have clear viaion and know bow to gorem intelligently. Abore
all, hf' 'way meaanrea mnat be condemned and no attention paid to
the poaaiole wounding of auaceptibilitiea. In theae deciaire daya of
German hiatory it would be committing an injuatice, fraught with
the graveat conaequencea to thoae who hare died for oa, to be Ir-
reaolute.

It would be, for inatance, a ba^-way meaaure to treat Belgium
aa a boatage and not to reconquer, perbapa even to increaae by meana
of her aid, our colonial empire. One thinka flrat of all of the
Belgian Congo, and undoubtedly its poaaeaaion would be of im-
menae value to ua. Speaking generally, I am atrongly of the opin-
ion that a colonial empire ia nrceaaaxy for Germany aa a aolid
baaia for her power and to allow her to develop a world-wide policy,
and it ia of alight imporUnce over what regiona thia empire extenda.
But the empire will not have ita real value for ua unleaa new

froptiera afford ua greater freedom on tiie aeaa. The partiaana of a
colonial policy muat therefore alao iniiat that we be given the Bel-
gian coaat-line, with the territory contignoua to It, for If we re-
linquiah tiiia, our fleet will lack imporUnt baaes from which to
undertake the efBcient defense of our coloniea.

It ia, I realise, a great acheme to propoae to keep all of Belgium
for Germany, and to annex it under one form or another. It ia a
great goal that can be attained only by a courage ready for every
sacrifice, and by clever energy at the time of peace negotiations.
Let us take inspiration from that phrase of Bismarck (to which
Bismarck gave such significance) : "As in every walk of life so it

is true in politics, that faith removeth mountains, that courage and
victory have not the relationship of cause and effect, but are
Identical."
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tween the two peoples," and aMured them that "the con-
fidence with which they had approached him had found
a vibrating echo in his heart" He went on to express
the wish that "in the midst of a bloody struggle Ger-
mans and Flemish might remember that the bitter fight
against the encroachments of the Latin race should
lead them to the same end."

"We have still before us many struggles and much
labour," he said, "but that does not prevent nie from
extending to you my hand, that we may combat to-
gether our common enemy."

Continuing, the Chancellor said that "His Majesty,
animated only by his esteem and compassion for the
Flemish people, had decided to grant their wishes," and
that "in execution of the orders of His Majesty the
Emperor," he was "authorized to say that in order to
give the Flemish people the possibility of developing
freely, intellectually and economically, which has here-
tofore been refused them," he would lay "the comer-
stone of the edifice of the Flemish national autonomy
which the Flemish people were not able to conquer
for themselves." In accord with the Governor-General
in Belgium he gave them the assurance that this policy
"which, as you have said, must be in conformity with
the principles of international law," would be adopted,
"and in order to bring it about we shall make a com-
plete separation of administration, such as has been de-
sired for so long by both parties in Belgium. . .

.'»

"The frontier of tongues must also be the frontier
of administration under the common authority of the
Governor-General," and the collaboration of the Ger-
man authorities was promised the "representatives of
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the Flemiih people, who are ao profoundly conacious
of the duty they hare to undertake and of the ta«k that
hat been impoKd upon them by their patriotion in
thete decisive times."

The Chancellor hailed "the unanimity of the Flem-
ish people" as the best guarantee of the success of their
work, and went on to say:

"After the negotiations of peace, and when peace
hall have been established, the German Empire will
do all in its power to encourage and to insure the de-
velopment of the Flemish nation."

And then, in conclusion, he charged his visitors to
spread his declaration in their "beautiful country. Say
to the citizens of Flanders that we Germans shall do
all that we can so that out of the distress and the mis-
ery of these times a new era of prosperity shaU dawn
for them."

It seems incredible, I know, and yet I take these ex-
tracts from the speech of the Chancellor as published
in the officially censored Press in Germany and in Bel-
giiun. That, at the very moment when German sol-
diers were ravaging Belgium, bearing from those very
provinces of Flanders for which such touching solici-

tude was expressed thousands of men into slavery, strip-
ping every home in Belgium of the last of its copper
and of its linen, with thousands of spies swarming over
the country and rummaging in every bedroom and
closet in the land, with daily executions of the death
penalty after a mockery of a trial, the head of a mod-
em State could seriously have adopted that tone, is be-
yond the comprehension of the normal mind. If he was
sincere it proves that the Prussian mind thinks in se-
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quencei that are inacoeitible to our mental proc-

Then on the twenty-fint of March appeared the
ofllcial edict of von Billing decreeing the diviiion of the
adminiitrationi, ordering that thenceforth there be vir-

tually two internal Govemmenti, one Flemiih with ito

leat at Bruueli, the other Walloon with its leat at Na-
mur. The Flemidi adminiitration included, it will be
noted, the two Flanden. part of Brabant, and Ant-
werp—that ii, thoie portioni of Belgium moit coveted
by German imperaliim. Never, even when German
troopi entered Belgium in that terrible month of August,
1914, had luch a blow been itruck at Belgian honour, at
Belgian patriotiim, at Belgian nrlde, and the answer on
the part of r-?lgium, and eipecially on the part of Flem-
iih Belgium, wai instant. The soHialled Flemish dele-

gates who had gone to Berlin were disowned, and the

* The feeling of all Belginm wai nowhere lo eoneetlj eipreued
ai in the protest adopted by the common conncil of Antwerp, when
the itoat bnri^er*, thenuelvea all Flemish, declared to the OoTcmor-
General: "We coniider thii measnre aa pcmiciooa to the eiittence
of our country and aa favourable to our enemiei. It ii in contradic-
tion with all our traditions and with our moit important interests.

If Antwerp considers itself with pride as the city having the
strongest Flemish sentimento in the country, it is nerertheless to be,

as a port and as an artistic center, one of the most powerful organs
of Belgium as a whole. It does not yield to any other city in the

realm, and this patriotism embraces in the same affection the
Flemish and the Walloons. Blind is he who does not see that a
people has other interesta to safeguard than those which concern
simply linguistic questions, however respectable those may be."

To these, others were added on the part of Belgian subjects of
Walloon derivation.
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most prominent men in the intellectual, political, and fi-

nancial world among the Flemish at once sent a vigorous
protest to the Chancellor. The responsible Flemish
leaders, indeed, had protested even before the afjiche

definitely announcing the separation had been pub-
lished. On the 20th they addressed a protest to the
Chancellor of the Empire, telling him that the so-called

delegation was composed of men unknown in the coim-
try, saying that they were without mandate or author-
ity, and denouncing thom as traitors to their own coun-
try and their own people. They were, indeed, every-
where execrated; threats agitinst them were heard; if

they remained in Belgium after the war they would be
lynched, and they were added to that list, not very long
in truth, considering all the circumstances, of whom
it was said: *'0n arrangera leur afaire apria la
guerre."

As the far reaching meaning and the purpose of this

act became more and more understood there was a
spirit of resistance in Belgium such as I had never seen
before. I was not in Belgium to see the end, but in
those late days in March the personalities of Belgium
and all the Parliamentarians then in or near the cap-
ital, met secretly and on several occasions, and unani-
mously resolved to resist the plan to dismember their na-
tion. As a first step it was decided that when the edict

was put into execution all the heads of departments
should resign.

"When you are 'outside,' " said one of the leaders to
me, "tell our friends that we will never submit; that the
heads of departments will resign; tell them not to think
of us, not to think of peace without victory but to go
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- That message was given to me again and again, by

feJtJJ'ir^''!,
"""/"* '"*'' '"'"""" ••"* *'••' functionaries af-fected were ready and prompt to act; all the head, of departments

ThentlT' !^
"^'""^ '"'«"«' '"^ "^"-'» *» -rve -dithe newly imposed conditions.

Baron von Bissing died April 18, 1917, and Baron von Falken-hausen, appointed to s„cc«>d him as Governor-General in Bd-g.um, continued the work of dismemberment. On May 19 ,917he .ssued an order to the Herr Dr. von Sandt, ch^ef of the'

and thus withdrew from the functionaries the right to reLn This'

tilTy '""' ""' *'^ functionaries who had refusfd to co"bnue after the separaUon of administration were arrested and most

^.t was not only assured them by The Hague Conventions, but hadb^en expressely acknowledged by the German Government wh^n

I irrth *" r""": '* *'"' P^^*^' «""* '•-^ ^^^^^^y donneda part of their contract of employment.
"Revoking" a promise was not much more of a novelty in Bel-gium ^an Ignoring The Hague Conventions. The waUs of Brusselshad often borne solemn proclamations "revoking" promises made

revoked, the directors, secretaries-general, chiefs of division andother functionaries who had resigned were arrested and dragged
Off to prison camps in Germany.

ofSl*!2l ^"A"'
*''"* "'''''' ""'^ ""'^^'^ *8»'«' the incarnation

ofteT\ Jl r"' *.'' P"'"*^ "'" '^*^-"'' «- -'ly fathersof the Church, added to the long list of heroic deeds he had ,0

^ZT^ ' Pe'/ormed by a letter to Baron von Falkenhausen inwhich he resolutely defended the right of these functionaries toresign, and protested against their deportation.
The C ordinal's letter concludes with a spirited and trenchant

sentence:

.nZr"t"?'"
^' "^''' "^'"^ *'""'^ ^'"» "^""^ *he Belgian people«.d their history; no violence will ever overcome their patrioti«n."
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all sorts and conditions of men. It was the unanimous

sentiment of those brave people who endured, not only

all the cruelties and calamities and horrors of war, but

the ignominies of a German occupation besides, a civil

population that resisted as heroically as its little army
resisted at Liege and on the Yser. It is a sentiment

that expresses the very soul of that brave people, about

whose tragic destiny the great struggle for justice and

freedom in the world has swirled.

The Cardinal sums up his countrymen in this defiant phrase.

Their resistance to this attack on the political field has been instant

and determined, as it was on the field of battle when, in 1914, the

power that had sworn to protect the little State laid it waste with

fire and sword. It is one more proof of the indomitable resistance

of a brave people, inspiring to every lover of human liberty who

realises the significance of this war as the effort of autocracy, in

its modem form of a military caste with a camouflage of culture,

to yoke its domination on the world.

Reading the Cardinal's various protests side by side with the

on Bissing testament, one may behold in striking contrast the ir-

reconcilable doctrines that oppose each other in this world-con-

flict. The two figures themselves are in bold opposition—^the one,

with no arms but those of culture, contending for democracy and

justice, relying on the rule of reason; the other, with a ruthless

army at his command, striving to bring about the reign of brutal

force, and relying on the theory that any deed is right if one has

the power and the effrontery to commit it.

Somewhere toward the close of the von Bissing memoire there is a

sentence in which is cited the advice of Machiavelli to the effect that

when a prince would annex a province he must first dispose of the

ruler of that province, even, if need be, by putting him to death.

General von Bissing is dead and history will deal with his rule in

Belgium, and among the documents for the future historian to study

none, perhaps, will be more interesting than this memoire, made pub-

lic and vouched for by Herr Bacmeister, who thought thereby to ren-

der his friend an homage and his nation a patriotic service. B. W.
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spri^cr^'^'
*" *" """' ^^« °" ^« ^«t*ed thespnng come once more to Belgium, with pale, melan-choly days that would have seemed wholly with^uThopehad ,t not been for the thought that the ^eat RepuX

we^ 111 n!!li
"'/'^^'""- Our trunks and boxes

mrffi^.^ f^ ""' """"^ '^'^'^y *° J«*^e on a mo-ments notice, and yet we lived on. as we had hved so

i^r^tisf/^
^"* ^^-^ -- ^-*^«^ -^ tot:

I r^*"*''%''r
'"'*"•" '^'^ ^°"»* ^°n Gersky whenI encountered hun one morning in the Montage deS

ih^ZTir^ ^'l
^"''*'''" ^^*^ * diplomatic shrug ofthe shoulders and as careless an "As you please" fs Icould command.

. . . Count von Jrsky wa^ what

trCene^Ilstff •1!r'
''\'^'''' "^ l^^onlZ^ltne l^eneral Staffm the north of France and the C R Bm Its work in that region, and he had rend^-ed loyaisemce to the cause. Mr. Hoover and Dr. Keiogghad always spoken of him with respect. He was a b^fine-Iookmg man who, after his twelve years' resiSenS

We talked a while there in the street; the Count said
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that if we were to abandon the ravitaUlement, or not

contrive somehow to keep it going, the people in the

north of France would have to starve, for the Grermans

had only enough food for themselves.

And the people of Belgium were in the same plight.

Just then dr /vn at the Gare du Luxembourg there were

daily long imes of women surrendering up to the Ger-

mans their copper batteries, those pots and kettles which

they had polished through so many years, which had been

furbished and polished by their mothers and grand-

mothers before them, to make shining masses of gold in

Flemish kitchens, taken from them now to be made into

munitions of war with which to kill the husbands and

brothers of those women. In the Bois, where the bright

new greens were stealing, there were no smart equi-

pages, no bright toilettes any more, no ladies and gen-

tlemen riding spirited horses, and no lovers courting

there; only ragged men in broken sabots, and children,

their fingers blue with cold, picking up twigs to make a

little fire at home.

One morning coming back from the Bois along the

avenue Louise, there near the Place Stephanie, I met

de Singay who remarked, almost casually:

"The Tsar has abdicated; the Grand Duke Nicholas

Alexandrovitch is regent; there will be a constitutional

Grovemment."

We stood there and discussed the historical event,

the latest of all the prodigious sequels to the French

Revolution, in that almost indifferent calm which his-

torical events had bred in us. . . . How the world had

changed I Revolutions, the fall of dsmasties, the crash

of empires, these were but stuff for small talk. An
event had to be either very immense or very small to in-
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terest us. One heard a biff storv i.< f»,« ; l
every hour or two, and ye strand. «ni' J°"™«i«*« ^Y*
in things, the ver^ moSi^^^X^thr;?'''"Tnews was the on*. ;« »,i.- k ^ ^** ^° ™"ch

much Me7,.Tj
* """• » "«" "k" did not

come, nor wnuU if „„-j t ^
'^^^^"""y* out it had not

*ow spirit.&?de*r Ault^
''"

'* '!•''

o™e^« o„ the we-.-^^rj^L^tV^;,";:-
I think we talked more of the retreat of «- r>™y in the north of Prance thL^Tt^/'t^,SZ"Po-y e™, thc«gh no one was quiteM^t^d;
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retreat. Brussels insisced that it was, because Brussels

liked to think of it as a retreat, but the only results

noted were the hordes of refugees from evacuated vil-

lages in the north of France who came pouring into

the Hainaut. They had fled on two hours' notice in

fear and terror, leaving their homes, which were in

flames before they could pause for a last look at them.

They were streaming into Charleroi with bleeding feet,

grandfathers and grandmothers bearing frightened

children with wild, haunted, haggard eyes. Mr. Greg-

ory told me that there w^re fifty thousand of them,

another vast hegira of that civilian population that was

scattered in tribal wanderings by the besom of destruc-

tion. The Belgian villagers received them with Bel-

gian hospitality; villages of only five hundred inhabi-

tants found means of lodging a thousand, and the

C.R.B. fed them. And the vast armies swayed back

and forth in that unending struggle.

And yet life went on, in some of its aspects quite nor-

mal; M. Francqui was married during that month, as

was his lieutenant, M. Emannuel Janssen, and we all

went to the ceremony in the Eglise de St. Croix, near

the Etang d'lxelles, one bright spring morning. But

the wedding over, the sun, as though it had appeared for

that event alone, went under the grey clouds and it was

almost winter again, with the cold, the giboulees de mars,

though when the 21st, the first day of spring, came, and

the ground was all covered witji snow, a charming thing

befell. In Le Quotidien, one of the censored sheets,

there appeared a little article that filled Brussels with

amazement and delight, and in the immense monotony

of stupendous events gave us a theme for conversation
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^rr. :i::'5r'
""^"^ "- »'"« •"• -oiu.

Lvt. . . .*

Cat: .™:r;r.xvL::^r""' "- *"- -
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'*^ *•

P.^J*.d sISTe p'^jrir
«»»—W'iou, u«pi^

tie poem «> cfcveri/^f.rr^"'
*"» ^-^ t" -^'e » Bt-

happy by its Drettv p«„« *
^^s**" lor the moment

need if man »,».„ '~, .^ ^ """^ ""'' imper«live

the King w^M retura^'m"""^ " *"* ""y "»«»

[l^Hl^'^g somtwhat for the treason

Hi.

- .^ ~- .f
.
.w. piTpiiirr^-r^r.;::'' '""•'
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his neccMities tempted him to commit in writing for

thut Press at all, and the literal, unimaginative German

censor never suspected until the spies, listening at every

key hole in town, got sotic inkling of this most artistic

double entendre, and when it was at last explained to

the censor the newspaper was suspended for its au-

dacity.

But the spring was as tardy as the victory, the smiles

faded, and the people in the dismal streets wore again

the old moody, preoccupied expression of sadness.

"Vodden en heenenf called the old woman in her

shrill pipe down the Rue de Treves every morning un-

der my window. Ah, ye^! Rags and old bonesl To

this had German materialism brought down a world

that once was lovely in the springtime and full of new

hope each morning.



LII

IN8TBUCTI0XB TO DEPABT

Such was the ambient dement of our life during
those strange days of waiting and of worry, while thai
fatal ankylosis perpetuated the uncertainty in the reor-
gamzation of the ravitaillement. It had been plain,

attL lu T* °^ "'• *''"* ^'**^ ^^™«"y «nd America

remam long m Belgimn. traveUing about at their willand pleasure, inspecting the distribution of food andreportmg on German interferences and abuses. Butthere were some who clung to the illusion that it might

^L^J "^ ^/* '^°'* *° **>* ^*^*' «nd n° argumentseemed powerful enough to shake their fatal iSfatua-

It is not a safe rule to go by. and I should hesitate
to recommend it to any one. but there are moments of
complication m hfe when it seems that there is but onehmg to do and that is to sit down and wait, in the hope.

iv thir^TT ^^ ''^' ^^'^^ °PP°«'°« *«»dencLby their mutual reaction will neutralize their own con-
tradictions. The wires'that lay under three thousand
miles of troubled seas seemed for awhile to be as hope-
lessly crossed and entangled as the purposes they wereendeavormg to harmonize. I shaU not set myself the
tu-esome and tedious task of describing how our prob-

i'ftenriTS
'*''^ ^y *^''^ '"^''^S expressions,

oftentmies ludicrous enough to laugh at had we not
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been so worn by the nervous strain that we felt like

weeping over them.

And so all the while, as in almost endless and futile

conferences the matter was discussed, over and over,

in a hopeless, vicious circle, and the two nations were

drifting into the inevitable clash of war, Mr. Gregory

and I could only continue to urge that provisicm be

made for replacing the Americans.

Our meetings once so interesting, had become dull;

the break in diplomatic relations, the coming separa-

tion, the impending change, the uncertainty as to the

future, the ever-present thought that we were gathered

perhaps for the last time, dispirited and discouraged us

all, and the weariness of ^he long strain was apparent

in every one. M. Francqui seemed to have no more of

those jokes, those flashes of wit that had ouce enlivened

us and kepi up our spirits. We discussed the reports

of abuses, heard that cattle were still being shipped in

hundreds, had private information that the authorities

were powerless to prevent it—but these things, once so

momentous in the trouble they occasioned, seemed now
to be small in comparison with the larger problems.

There were utter weariness, long pauses, and silences.

"Well, my dear Minister," said Baron Lambert, ris-

ing one day after we had been in discussion for an hour,

"I have a feeling that some on^ should be the first to

go, and I'll be that one."

Mr. Gregory produced some eflFect by his announce-

ment, early in March, that in the event of war he felt

that all the Americans should leave at once.

"I know that I shall," he said. "In war a civilian's

place is in his own country, or at least not in the enemy's

country—if he can avoid it."
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But Would he be able to avoid it, and would all those

other Americans be able to avoid it, if we did nothing?
I urged again and again that the Dutch and Spanish

delegates be brought in and distributed over Belgium.
Villalobar had approved, as had van Vollenhoven, but
Holland was nearer Belgium than Spain, and Dutch-
men more accessible than Spaniards, and the Marquis
could not so easily or so promptly produce his own coun-
trsrmen. It is not, I trust, too Chauvinistic to say that
it was not easy to find men of the character of those
who had served as volunteers in the Commission for

Relief in Belgium. As the Marquis himself once re-

marked, they were gentlemen and business men. Gen-
tlemen could be found elsewhere, and business men as

well, "but," said the Marquis, "the gentlemen are not
always business men and the business men are not al-

ways gentlemen!"

Then we had what was always to me good news

—

Kellogg was coming and we decided to postpone our
discussion until he arrived. I had not as yet sent any
answer to von der Lancken's letter; I had been hoping
that we could reach some solution that would enable me
to write definitely, but I could leave it no longer un-
answered, and I sent my temporizing reply.*

* Ligation of the United Statei or Ameeica,

Bruxelles, le 26 fivrier, 1917.

Mom CHER Bason :

J'ai I'honneur de Totu accuser r&eption de votre aimable lettre

d'aqjourd'hui, dans laquelle vous rdit^res le d^sir, que vous aviei

dijk exprim6 votre lettre du 10 f^vrier a Son Excellence Monsieur

le Marquis de Villalobar, de voir continuer le travail de la Com-
mission for Belief in Belgium, et mon association h cette oeuvre.

Ainsi que je I'ai ^rit k Son Excellence Monsieur le Marquis de

Villalobar en lui accusant reception d'une copie de votre lettre, les
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And then, like a thunderbolt, came the exposure in

America of Zimmermann's plot in Mexico, with its gen-

Meaaieun am^ricaina de la CommtMion for Relief in Belgium
eraient tonjouri priU k continuer levr trarail en Belgique, comme
Je icraii heureuz vaol-what dc reater aatoci^ k cette oeuvre d'nne
maniire compatible avec la position que J'ai rbonneur d'oceuper
dan* le service diplomatique du Oouveruement des Etata-Unit

d'Am^riqne.

Vous voulci bien me rappeler aussi la conversation que J'ai eu
le plaisir d'avoir avec vous k ce sujet, et an cours de laquelle

je vous ai dit que si nous trouvions Ic mojren de concilier lea

exigences d'une situation sans prfejdent, je prolongerais volontiera

mon s^Jour en Belgique pour veiller k la continuation du bon
fonctionncment de la Commission 'for Relief in Belgium.

Je vous remercie encore pour I'lionneur que vous me faites en
me priant, dans les circonstances actuelles, de renter k Bruxelles,

et je diff^rerai mon depart jusqu'A ce que soient regies les ques-
tions encore en litage au sujet du ravitaillement ; car je suis certain

que nous avons tous le mime d^sir de n'^pargner aucune peine

en vue de raccomplissement de cette oeuvre humanitaire k laquelle

vos efforts et votre bienveillance ont toujours iti si pr^ieux.
Veuillei recevoir, mon cher Baron, I'assurance de mes sentiment*

sincfrement d^vou^s.

(Signi) Brand Whitlock.
A Son Excbllbnci

Monsieur le Baron tom ur Lanckin-Wakeniti,
etc., etc., etc.,

Bruxelles.

(Translation:)

Legation or the United States of America,

Brussels, S6 Februarj, I917.

My dear Baron:

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your kind letter

of even date, in which yon reiterate the desir. , which you had
already expressed in your letter of the 10 February to His Excel-
lency the Marquis of Villalobar, to see the work of the Commission
for Relief in Belgium continue, and my association with it. As
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eroui offer to Mexico of the States of Texas, Arizona,
and New Mexico if she would go to war with ^Vmerica.
Nothing in the whole course of the war had more ac-
curately revealed the German mentality, and at the
Politische Ahteilung there was real chagrin, if not at
the miserable trick at least at the disclosure of it, and
Villalobar, chaffing them there about it, said:

"Quand on veut faire ceg cfnttet-lh, il faut $avoir le$

fahe.'*

I have written to \\\» Excellency the Marquia of Villalobar in

acknowledging receipt of a copy of your letter, the American
gentlemen of the Commisiion for Relief in Belgium are always
ready to conUnue their work in Belgium, as I myself should be
happy to remain associated with that work under conditions com-
patible with the position which I have the honour to occupy in
the diplomatic service of the Government of the United States
of America.

Yon are good enough also to remind me of the conversation
which I had the pleasure of having with you and during the course
of which I told you that if we found means of reconciling the
demands of an unprecedented situation, I should gladly prolong
my sUy in Belgium in order to look after the continuation of the
proper functioning of the Commission for Relief in Belgium.

I thank you again for the honour you do me in urging me, under
the p»sent circumstances, to remain in Brussels, and I shall post-
pone my departure until the questions still in dispute concerning
the ravitaUlement are settled; because I am certain that we all

have the same desire to spare no pains in bringing about the ac-

complishment of this humanitarian work, to which your efforts

and your kindness have always been so precious.

Pray accept, my dear Baron, the assurance of my sincerely

devoted sentiments. (Signed) Brand Wmitlock.
To His Ezcxllknct

Thb Baron von dbr Lanckkn-Wakkniti;,
etc., etc., etc.,

Bruuela.
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The news reached us just as we were waiting for the

President's second inaugural and were beginning to hear
rumoiu-8 of an extraordinary sessiwi of Congress, and
we could imagine how the revelation would act on na-
tional sentiment at such a time. The German news-
papers were sputtering with splenetic rage over the ex-
posure of the plot, and complaining of the President,
saying that it was unfair of him to expose Zimmermann

;

and we suffered the reaction of all this feeling.

And I was more than ever anxious to get the C.R.B.
men out of Belgium, for when Kellogg came, having
crossed from Harwich to flie Hook of Holland in a
despatch boat, convoyed by destroyers, he brouj^t news
that because of the lourde gaffe war was inevitable and
would come within a fortnight. My long residence in
Belgium under German rule had taught me what they
might expect when that two weeks had expired; I had
constant visions of theh: being deported to Ri^Ieben,
or some such place.

In the many conferences that followed I urged again
and again the wie possible solution which under the
circumstances would insure the continuance of the
ravitmUement—^the replacement of the American dele-
gates by Dutchmen and Spaniards, and at last the plan
was endorsed by Mr. Hoover and assented to by all.

The agreement came when we were almost in despair.
The Germans had not yet given the promised guaran-
ties for the immunity of the men of the C.R.B., and were
threatening to hold them in quarantine at Spa, or at
Baden-Baden, or somewhere in Germany, and Kellogg
hurried out through the closed frontier with our plan,
and Mr. Gregory arranged to substitute the new dele-
gates as soon as they came in. Even then there were
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more difficulties and ddays; the proportion of Span-
iards to Dutch was of long discussion, and Kelloffff
stopped in HoUand until this problem could be solved

I had little notion of what interest the world outside
was taking in us until one day Dr. Reith sent to me
to ask that in view of the alarming rumours that were
bemg published, I give a statement to be telegraphed
to American newspapers testifying that the Germans
had done nothmg inimical to the interests of the C R B
men and their work. I replied that it would be time
enough to give such a statement when we had the prom-
ised assurances, and we got them then in writing, but
they provided that before they could be released the
men of the C.R.B. should be held in quarantine for a
monthi Inasmuch as the situation in its then unsettled
state seemed likely to endure that long, Mr. Gregory
and I asked the Germans to let the men pass this period
of purification in Brussels, where they were then assem-
bled waitmg anxiously from day to day some news as
to then- fate; we pointed out that in all civilized coun-
tries some allowance was made, even in the case of crim-
inals, for the period they had passed in gaol awaiting
trial, and Lancken agreed that this be done, in the
case of the delegates in Belgium, at least; ana a few
days later we induced them to reduce by a fortnight
the duration of the quarantine.
Then I found that I had another problem on my

hands, a problem growing out of the situation of the
Chmese, depicted for me by Tchao Itao, the Chinese
charge, and Shu Tze, the Secretary of the Legation,
who came one day for advice. When their Minister,
M. Ouang, had gone away in the summer he had left
behmd a little son, a boy of six; they had asked for
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passports for the boy and his tutor, to join Ouang in
Switzerland; the passports had been given, and then
suddenly withdrawn, and a passport was issueJ cmly
for the boy—a lad of six in a strange world, expected
to start out on such a journey alone! And, moreover,
a rupture in their diplomatic relations with Germany
was imminent.

But the Spaniards and the Dutchmen arrived at last,

and on March 22 Mr. Gregory began to install them
in place of the Americans. He made the first changes
in the north of France, where there were seven of our
men, and these were to be sent at once by the Ger-
mans to Baden-Baden to be quarantined for a fort-
night; we had induced the Germans to shorten the
period of cleansing in their case as well to that length
of time. In order to instruct the new men Mr. Prentiss
Gray had volunteered to remain after Mr. Gregory's
departure, if Mr. Gregory ever got away, which some-
times we doubted. The news that crept in between the
shining wires at the frontier was to the effect that kll

America was in vast excitement. The delegates were
waiting in Brussels, confined to the limits of the city
on parole, and there is little doubt that all the time
when the delivery of the promised guarantees of im-
munity were from day to day delayed, the Germans in-

tended to hold them as hostages; I had it from an ex-
cellent source, and the Germans explained their delay
by aHeging a fear that the Americans might mistreat
Germans in America. It was with such possibili-

ties suspended over them that they waited—and I
waited. ...

It came at last on Sunday, the twenty-fifth of Maroh,
a telegram frwn the President himself. At tea-time
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Villalobar wAs announced ; his face was very grave. Mr.
Gregory happened to be with me. The Marquis had a
telegram from his coUeague at The Hague. It was this

:,

"Le Kpr&entant des Etat»-Unl« demande que Votre EzceUence
tpaMinette aa Miniitre d'Am^rique dans cette capitale le cable
nlyant, dat^ de Waahington 28 man et Tenant do Secretaire d'Etat:
"A la demande da President, je vous transmets rinstrucUon

de qnitter la Belgique imm^atement, accompagn6 par le personnel
de votre Legation, par les officiers consulaires am^ricains et par les
membres de la Commission for Relief in Belgium. Le D^partement
vous prie de ta^graphier le date probable de votre depart de
Belgique, ainsi que la route que vous suiTres, et vo« projets." •

It was a distinct relief, and Mr. Gregory sprang up
at once to send the Dutch and Spanish dele.;ates that
night into the provinces.

(Translation:)

• The United States representative begs that Your Excellency
transmit to the American Minister at that capital the foUowing
cablegram dated at Washington the 2Srd of March and coming
from the Secretary of State:

"At the request of the President I transmit instructions to you
to leave Belgium immediately, accompanied by the personnel of
your Legation, by the American consular officers and by the mem-
bers of the Commission for Relief in Belgium. he Department
begs you to telegraph the probable date of your uepartnre as well
as the route which you will follow, and your plans."



LIII

I DBTAILS OF DEPABTUXE

The next morning I went to see Lancken. When I
told him the news, there in that Httle room upstairs
where the tiny stove was always going furiously, he
looked grave for a moment, then said that there was
nothing to be done but to bow to the inevitable. He ex-
pressed regret at my departure, and asked me to grant
him a day or two in which to make arrangements for
the passports; there would be a sleeping-car for the Le-
gation staflF, the best he could contrive because of the
difficulty in transportation just then on account of the
movement of troops. As to the Consuls and the C.R.B.,
he would know more the following day, but he feared
that it would be impossible to give us a special train
so that we could aU go out together. We chatted some
tmie under the sobering influence of the thought of war
between our countries.

"Mon Dieur he exckimed, "amis depui* le tempg de
Frederic IIf*
He feared that the English would seize the occasion

to stop the ravitaiaement, but I told him that only the
Germans could do that; that if they continued to per-
mit the abuses it would stop, but that it would aU go
on well if they put an end to them. He promised that
tte Governor-General would take drastic measures.
He thought that we were nearing the end of the war
because of the Russian Revolution; there would soon
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be a separate peace with Petrograd, he said, and per-
haps with another nation, though he did not vouchsafe
its name.

The news flew at once over the town, in that mys-
terious way it always had in Brussels; again our friends
came to bid us farewell, and when I went for a last
look at the comers of the old town I had grown to love
so deeply, in every one of the familiar shops where I
stopped the people were already sorrowfully aware that
at last we were going. And in the afternoon of that
long day, as I was having my tea alone, I received a
letter from the Comity National, signed by M. Solvay
and M. Francqui, a letter that I read not without emo-
tion.*

TIOH

w, 1917.

* Comni National dk Secocbs it d'Aliw

Bruzellea, le i
Montagne du Pare, 8.

Chse Miniitbc:

Pannl toates les heores graves qu'a v^coea le Coiiiit6 National
ceUe que marque voire depart rat I'niie dea plna 6noavantea.

Depui. pr«. de deux ans et demi, les Beiges qui, avee le oon-
cours de la Commission for Relief in Belgium, out assum£ U lourde
tiche de faire vivre, quand meme, leurs compatriotea se senUient
soutenus dans leur effort par votre sympathie et par votre aide
constante. Votre presence parmi eux, la certitude qu'ils avaient
de pouvoir, en toute circonstance, faire appel k votre intervention,
4 votre appui, k votre amiti6 ardente, ^Uient pour eux une force
pr&ieuse. II, en iteient arriv& k compter sur vans comme sur un
compatriote. II semblait presqu'en votre esprit g«n6reux deux pa-
trioOsmes v^ussent: I'un pour votre grande naUon, Tantre pour le
petit pays que sa dftresse et sa passion dn droit, qui conduit votre
carriire, vous avaient fait aimer.

Et nous n'itions pas senls, nous qui pouvions mesnrer I'entendue
du service par vous rendu en demcurant en Belgique, nous n'ftions
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Among my callers that afternoon was a Gennan offi-

cer of reserves, a man for whom I had come to have
much respect. He was highly educated and there was
much good in him, such limitations as he had being
essentially Teutonic. I had talked often with him; he
used to explain to me the well-known German concep-
tion of war as a biological struggle of the human species,
destined to go on forever—that misunderstanding of
Darwinism with which they had dosed their muddled
phUosophy. Now that this struggle for life was on

pai Mula k ^prouver cette impreuiqn. Vona ave», cher Minittre,
VOM rendre compte la profondeur des sentimenta de reaped et
de reconnaiaaance dont voua entonrait toute la population beige.
Au moment oii I'on a appria en Belgique la rupture dea relationa
diplomatiquea entre lea Etata-Unia et I'Allemagne, ce qui a le plua
fnppt, ce qui a profond^ment 6nn, c'est la pena^ de votre depart

Aujourd'hul cette pena^ nona aecoue toua. Nona ne vonlona
paa tenter de voua dire id toute notre reconnaiaaance et toute celle
de peuple beige; il fandra, pour Texprimer, dea formea aolennellea,
poaaiblea aeulement loraque la nation vivra de aa vie normale. Alora
eulement la Belgique pourra montrer qu'elle aait ce qu'eUe doit k
la grande r^publique.

Aujonrd'hui noua venona dire k I'homme qui I'a ai noblement
repr^aentAs parmi noua, k I'homme de grand coeur et d'eaprit devi,
le reapect qu'il noua inapire, la gratitude que noua lui gardona, la
triateaae que noua cauae aon depart et notre espoir ardent de le
Mvoir en dea joura meilleura quU aura puLsaamment contribn^ k
nona rendre.

Noua voua priona, Cher Miniatre et ami, de tranamettre k Madame
Brand Whitlock I'expreaaion de notre respect, de lui dire que
noua garderona le aouvenir de aon intelligente bont^, de remercier
pour noua lea membrea du personnel de votre legation qui ont
aecond6 voua efforts avec tant de a^le, de passion, d'affectueux flan,
et de croire k nos aentimenta d'inalterable devouement

(Signi) E. FnANcgui. (^Signi) S. SotvAr.
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behreen his species and mine, he was deeply shocked
and grieved, and yet not at all unfriendly. Sitting
there holding his great hehnet between his knees, his
face grown dark and sad, he spoke very earnestly of the
impending conflict. He had not expected war, he said
as though he had cause for grievance, and he assuredme that all Germans felt very bitterly toward America-
America had been Germany's worst enemy; for sinc^
the Allies were not ready Germany would have won
the war if America had not furnished munitions, and
enriched herself in so doing. He said that we had not
been neutral, that we had not insisted on protecting
our commerce with Germany-that is, had not insisted
on England s allowing American ships to pass the
blockade. I tried to explain to him the theory of a
blockade, but there was no explanation that I couldmake understandable to him. He began then to talk
about the submarines, carefully explained to me that
the German Government could not accede to America's
demand, could not observe the rules as to giving wam-mg to a ship, because if a submarine showed itself, it
could be mstantly sunk.
"You see," he said, with an air of happy iUumina-

tion, he submarine is a new invention; it changes the
condiuons of warfare; the old rules cannot be applied
to It; America should have seen this and governed her-
self accordingly."

"But," I said, "do you think that you can change the
rules of the game to your own advantage while the
game is gomg on, just because you are losing?"
He stared at me. He did not see the point. They

have, as I have said more than once, no sports in Ger-
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many. A disanned fo^ a handicapped adTertarjr—m
mu^ the better.

It was plain from the manner of all the Gennana that
I met at this time that none of them had expected
America to take up the challenge, and that the German
Grovemment had not expected it, for they, of course,

were but reflecting the opinion of Berlin. "Une pro-
tettoHon trh forte, mau out" as Lancken had said, but
no more. Their state of mind revealed the profound
depths of cynicism to which their philosophy of life had
simk them. They did noti understand America, of
course; not many Europeans had ever understood her.

Many have noted her superficial defects, as did Dickens
and Mrs. Trollope and most of those who wrote books
about us after a brief visit to our shores; the only ones
who apprehended the secret were Lord Bryce and, long
before, the young de Tocqueville. But to the others

she lay off there in the West, dim and mysterious; and
in reply to snobbish criticisms there was (mly the scorn-

ful laugh of the Genius of These States echoing in sov-

ereign indifference from his mountain-top afar in the
West.

There had been several conceptions of us, current in

novel or cinema, the millionaire of the liberal pourboire,

or the cowboy in evening dress nonchalantly chewing
a cigar, and now and then, when in a tight pinch, calmly
drawing his six-shooter. A charming lady at Brus-
sels one evening remarked to me at dinner that it must
be more uncomfortable to live in those sky-scrapers and
to be known by a number.

But the most unflattering concepticm was that of the
Grermans, who thought us as grossly materialistic as

themselves, and great hypocrites in the bargain, pre-
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tending to a morality in which we did not believe. Of
the essential ideahun of America they had literaUy no
notion. Their view of human society in general was
mdeed no more generous than that of TaUeyrand, who
earned disillusion to the point of an extravagant and
utter negation, though they lacked the wit, so abundantm Talleyrand, that makes cynicism and pessimism
Jgreeable. They were so imbued with the cynicism that
had prevaUed in European ChanceUeries for decades
that they considered President Wilson's exposition of
prmciples and ideals merely as some new and rather
clever political camouflage. It never occurred to them
to take It seriously; it never occurred to them that any
public man anywhere took such things seriously; and,
failmg to see in the notes and speeches in which that
exposition had been made, the careful, patient, orderly
pleadings on which the great Liberal leader was prepar-
mg to try the cause of humanity before the bar of his-
tory, unable to see the point where the issues at last
were joined, they supposed that he would go on with the
ideal exposition and leave them to continue the realistic
work of the submarines.

The days that foUowed were filled with good-byes. I
went one afternoon for tea with a chamung old ladym her house in the Rue Royale, at the comer of the Rue
BeUiard, a fine old mansion, pure Louis XIV; once the
palace of a bishop. From the window of the talon 1
looked down on that spot where once stood the pen-
notmat Heger, with its memories of Charlotte Bronte.
In her day it was reached by the stairs that descend
there behind the statue of Count Belliard, but it is all
gone now, to make place for the great central railway
station that was a part of the vast design Leopold II
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had for benutifying BruMcls. And gazing down there,

thinking of Charlotte Bronte and of her affection for

the master of the school, I had that sadness which one
feels in leaving a phu» where one has lived, and the

regret of not having hunted out all the old literary

landmarks of Brussels; on that very spot before my
eyes the impressionable Irish girl had lived and suf-

fered; beneath the slender, delicate spire of the Hdtel
de Ville, hung like a scarf of lovely lace in the pale
spring sky there on the Grand'Place, was the house
where Victor Hugo had lived while he was making his

studies for the description of the battle of Waterloo;
just across the Park was th^ home where Byron once
stayed; not far away was the building where there had
beoi

"the sound of ttvthy hj night,"

whence George Selby had gone forth to the battle on
the field where he was found the next morning, as Thack-
eray had put it in one of those rare dramatic climaxes

in fiction that make one gasp, "lying on his face, dead."

Baudelaire, rolling his splenetic eye on the crowds of

that humanity which he hated in his sick heart, had
roamed those very streets and lived under some of those

huddled roofs; and Motley, Secretary of the American
Legation long ago, had delved here for his great his-

tory of William the Silent. I had intended to himt all

this out and to write it down, and now it was too late;

the task could only be added to that great mass of un-

fulfilled intentions now never to be realized, the mass
that grows so great and intensifies its reproach as we
grow old

—

Jamais plus! Jamais plus!

I went the next morning to talk with von Moltke
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about the train; there was hemming and hawing; it

would be impossible to get a special train, all of us
could not go at once.

"Very well," I said, "if there are several trains, I
shall go out last."

"Why?"
"Why? Because when the ship goes down the cap-

tain goes over the side last."

Thus to the old uncertainties so long endured, as to
when and how we should go, there came a new uncer-
tainty as to whether we should go at all. I had asked
for a special train in which to take the Legation staff,

the Consuls and their families, the C.R.B., and the Chi-
nese Legation, for the Chinese Government had broken
off diplomatic relations with Germany, and Sven Pous-
sette, then charged with the representation of Chinese
interests, had officially renewed the request of our Chi-
nese colleagues that I take them with my party. But
as von Moltke had intimated, it was proposed that the
Legation go one day, the Consuls a few days later,

and last of all the men of the C.R.B. It was told me
that Lancken had been seen very dark of visage, very
much worried, and that he had said that Berlin had or-

dered that we be sent out by Denmark, there to take
ship for America, a petty reluctance to recognize the

Belgian Government in exile at Havre, or its existence!

He had telephoned to Berlin, however, and had that

order revoked.

Meanwhile, in the midst of all these uncertainties

and the anxieties they created, the Legation continued

to be thronged with callers who came to bid us fare-

well, the expression of that Belgian gratitude which
was so real, so overwhelming, and so constantly ex-
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preswd that I wm often embuTMied by it. All the cili'

cials, all the notables of the city, all our friend*, came,

and it was beaqtiful and touching, Iwt no expression

was more so than the call of Cardinal Mercier.

He came Thursday afternoon at tea>time, tall, ma-

jestic, with the simplicity of the truly great—such blue

eyesof virtue and lofty courage! He was accompanied

by the Reverend Pire Rutten, who wore the white robe

of a D<miinican father, back in Belgium again after

many adventures. I had crossed the sea with him on-

my return tram America in 1015. His Eminence ex-

pressed sorrow, and showed sorrow, at our gmng. He
spoke with beautiful appreciation of America and what

America had done for Belgium, and said that Belgium

had lost her "stay and mppoTt"—"L'AmMque—la
force, I'autoriti, d'une grande nation." His voice was

vibrant with emotion; he was still a mcnnent, and bowed

his grey head. . . .

I told him that after the war he would have to make
a voyage to America where he was so much loved and

admired, and wlien I related how Protestant clergymen

and Jewish Rabbis had united with the priests of his

own faith to praise his courage and to extol his pa-

triotism, he looked at me in the astonishment that was

the product of his modesty. He feared that he was too

old to undertake the voyage, there was the question of

sea-sickness, but I assured him that in summer the ocean

for him would be as smooth as lea itangt d'lxeUe*.

Over and over again he thanked me for what, as he

was generous enough to say, I had done for Belgium.

I wish that I might give all the conversation, and I

wish more than all that I mij^t give some sense of

the charm and puissance of his personality. The effect
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of hu Titit wu moft uplifting. He it one of thoie

great beingi that b • world crowded with little men lift

thanwlves far above the mass and by the sheer force

of moral grandeur radiate sweetness and light. In his

presence all cares, all petty feelings, and all haunting
fears fade away; one is before eternal verities, and we
felt that ni^t as though we had had a prophet in the

house. Did not our hearts bum within us as he talked
with us by the way?
On Friday morning—we counted those last days as

a prisoner mi^t—Gregory arrived early to say that

Reith had told him that the C.R.B. could not go out
until the sixth of April, a week hence. I sent Ruddock
at once to tell von Moltke that if the C.R.B. did not go
on Monday I should not go; that they mig^t do as they

pleased, send me as pristmer to Germany, or shoot me
in the Grand' Place. I would not go before the

C/.IC.B. • . •

Lancken sent to know if I could receive him at eleven

o'clock; then he postponed the visit until afternoon, and
something, some prescience, I know not what, told me
that he was leaving on one of those trips to Berlin.

At five o'clock that aftemo<Hi then, scrupulously

groomed as ever, and smart in the light bluish-grey

uniform that so well set off his handsome figure, wear-
ing side-arms, he came to make his aeUeuxj and my pre-

sentiment was correct—he was going to Berlin that

nif^t—to be gwie a week. We had tea, and when he
and my wife and I had chatted for a while he began
to discuss the plans for our departure, beginning with
the statement that Sherman, our Vice-Consul at Ant-
werp, might be detained as having been too pro-Eng-
lish, but I was able to persuade him out of that notion
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and to induce him to forego that measure. Then he
said that my train would be ready for Monday, but

—

there it was, the familiar "but" for which I was wait-

ing—^the C.R.B. could not go until the 6th, because
Gregory had fixed that day.

"Very well," I said, "then I shall not go until the

6th."

He looked up in surprise; that would make trouble,

he said; he could not be responsible for the military

—

they might do an3rthing.

"Very well, let them do anything," I replied; "I will

not go first, but last."

He said that it would be very difficult to change the

arrangements and to send the C.R.B. Monday; the

military might insist on their going into quarantine;

there were difficulties of all sorts.

"That is a grave decision," he said solemnly. "Would
you accept all the consequences of it?"

"I do not know what you mean by 'the consequences,*

"

I replied, "but let them be as grave as they will, I accept

them. I will not be the first, but the last, to leave."

He gazed intently at me for a moment and then said

that he would do all in his power to adjust the difficulty.

There was little more to say; he glanced at the watch
on his wrist, again expressed regret at seeing me go,

and said that as the war was probably nearly over he
felt we should meet again soon.

"Peut-itre au congris de la ptdx" he added, shook

hands, said au revoir, and was gone.

Gregory was waiting to see me, and I told him the

unfavourable news, the complicaticm of the last mo-
ment which all the while, deep in our hearts, we had
expected. He remembered . then that some days be-
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fore it had been suggested by some one at the Vermitt-
lungsstelle that the members of the C.R.B. leave on the

6th, but it had been a suggesticm merely, not an order.

In the midst of this uncertainty a cablegram came from
Washington, an urgent cablegram, instructing me to

leave at once.

The next morning early there was a call on the tele-

phone; von Moltke wished to speak to me, to tell me
that the train would be ready for Monday at five o'clock.

For whom? I asked. And he answered, for the C.R.B.,
the Consuls, even for the Chinese, who would go out with
us. The seven men of the C.R.B. who had served in the

north of France had left the evening before, and our
going seemed now certain enough to wan • t us leaving

the "p.p.c." cards that had been so long prepared.

The day had its note of tragedy, toi the night had
brought the shocking news from Liege that poor Al-
bert Heingartner, our Consul there, had died suddenly

of heart failure, falling thus at his post at the very mo-
ment in which his services ended. His death cast its

shadow over the Legation. He had been long in the

Consular Service; he came from my own state of Ohio.

I could only send Cruger to close the Consulate and to

render what aid he could to the stricken family in such

an hour. ...
The day was crowded then with farewells. There

was a grand ddjeuner at the Taverne Royale, given

by the Comite National to the departing Americans of

the C.R.B. M. Francqui made a touching speech and
I responded, and with much genuine regret and sor-

row we bade adieu to the dear friends with whom we
had laboured so long. The remaining hours until even-

ing were taken up with receiving at the Legation those
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who came to bid us adieu, Burgomaster Lemonnier and
the echevins, to present an address from the city of Brus-
sels,' and the Governor and the directors of the Banque

* Villi de Bhuzklln
Cabinet du Bonrgmestre.

Bmzelles, le 80 man, 1917.
Ezcbllinci:

A I'heure oik vous alles votw Eloigner momentan^nent de la

Capitale de la Belgique, permettea k I'Administration communale
de la Ville de Bruxelles de vous presenter, une fois de plua, I'ex-

pression de sa profonde sympathie.

Nul n'ignore I'aide admirable qne lea EUts-Unis d'Am^riqne
n'ont cess^ d'apporter k la population beige depuis deux ana et
demi. Nou« sommes convaincus qu«, dans on avenir peu €loiga€,

rheroisme de votre grande Nation apportera k la Belgique et k
ses alli& nn concours encore plus puissant et plus g6i6renz. L'af-
fection et la gratitude de nos compatriotes survivront auz 6vine-
ments actuels et feront d^sormais partie de I'&me mSme de notre
Patrie.

A cet hommage qu'il nous sera toujours agr^able d'adresser k
la grande R^publique d'ontremer, nous ne pourrons nous emp^cher
d'associer le nom dn diplomate Eminent, de I'homme d'nn si grand
coeur qui, au cours d'une p^riode remplie de difficult^ sans exemple,
a €U parmi nous le digne interprite de la politique et sentiments

de son pays.

La Population Bruxelloise ne saurait oublier combien, dans une
foule d'occasions, votre intervention a Hi bienveillante et efficace.

La respecteuse affection qu'elle a pour Votre Excellence n'est pas
faite uniquement de gratitude.

II s'^ joint un sentiment d'un caractfere plus intime: Nos con-

dtoyens ont conscience de ce que vous ^prouves pour eux une
sympathie sincere et r6fl6chie.

lis savent que vous rendes justice k ce qu'il y a de nobla et

de touchant dans leur courage muet, dans endurance inlassable, dans

leur patriotisme.

Tontes les fois qu'il est question de votre bont< et de votre
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Nationale. On Sunday, it was the same, people came all

day long, among them Burgomaster Franck, on behalf
of the city of Antwerp. And late in the afternoon,
when they all were gone, I went with my wife for a
last walk along the boulevards in the soft spring rain,
in the strange sense of realizing one's self as still of a
familiar and beloved scene, yet saying sadly all the
while within, "To-morrow I shall behold all this no
more."

d^Tonement, il est impassible de s^parer de votre nom celui de
Madame Brand Whitlock. La populaUon Bruzelloise ne perdra
jamais le souvenir de ce qu'elle lui doit. Nous savons que le coeup
de Madame Brand Whitlock a battu bien souvent au r&it ou k la
vne de nos mis^res et de nos douleurs pr68ente8.

Vons nous quittes, Excellence; nous avons le ferme espoir que
Totre absence ne sera pas de longue dur6e.

Lorsque vous reviendres, tous retrouveres une Belgique affran-
chie, ayant repris sa vie normale, k I'abri de ses libres insUtntions.

Souvent alors, votre memoire vous reportera k la p^riode sombre
et affligeante, durant laquelle la presence k Bruxelles du Ministre
del Etats-Unis a 6i6, pour notre population et pour nos Administra-
tions communales, une consolation et un r^confort.

Nous vous prions de recevoir. Excellence, ainsi que Madame
Brand Whitlock, I'expression de notre haute consideration.
Le Secretaire,

M. Vadthikr.

Le College des Bourgemestre et Echevins de la Ville de Brux-
eUes.

iSigni) M. Vauthuk, le Secretaire.

(.Signi) Maurice Lxmonniu,
Stxkns,

E. Jacqmain,

Max Hallit,

Lion Pladkt.
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LIV

THE CLOSED DOOR

It was Monday, the second day of April, and, unless

some new complication should arise, some new hitch de-

velop in the scheme of things, our last in Brussels. The
trunks and the boxes that had been so long packed vt'ere

waiting in the corridors; and there was the ccmfusion of

the last hurried preparations, streams of callers, masses
of flowers, and the weariness of the reaction after the

long strain we could not yet realize as over. We of the

Legation stafl' were twenty in all; there were fifteen

persons belonging to the Consulates, about forty men
of the C.R.B., and about eighteen of the Chinese Le-
gation. We were to have luncheon that day at the resi-

dence of Burgomaster Lemonnier in the Avenue Louise

;

Villalobar was to be there, and van Vollenhoven, and
the ^hevins of Brussels with their wives. The luncheon

was to be at one o'clock; we were to leave at 5.10 in

the afternoon.

At ten o'clock in the morning I was passing through

the lower hall of the Legation; suddenly a German sol-

dier stood before me at the salute; he was, from his

costume, an estafette, and he showed the signs of having

had a long ride on the motor-cycle that stood outside the

door. He gave me a great envelope; I opened it and
read an invitation from tiie CJovemor-Greneral to lunch-

eon at Trois Fontaines, at one o'clock. I had not seen

Baron von Bissing since his return from Wiesbaden;
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he had been ill ever since returning from his cure, and
when I had asked von Moltke the day before when I
might 'go to bid him farewell, he had not been sure
that the Govemor-Oenerars health would permit him
to receive me at all. And now, this in.itation—for one
o'clock, the very hour for which I had accepted at the
Burgomaster's. The eternal complication, then, down
to the very end I

The estafette was to await the response, and he stood
there immobile, at attention. I thought an instant, then
suddenly the solution flashed through my mind, the only
advantage the complication of I'heure beige and I'heure
aUemande had ever presented; wie o'clock by the Gov-
ernor-General's time was noon by the Burgomaster's
and:

"Present my compliments to His Excellency and
say that I accept with pleasure," I said.

Trois-Fontaines is, as perhaps I have made clear
somewhere in this long narrative, on the other side of
Vilvorde, ten miles from Brussels; I consulted Eugene;
he said he could drive it in fifteen minutes—perhaps
in less. . . . My wife was to go to the Burgomaster's
and explain that I had been sent for by the Governor-
General.

At five minutes before taie o'clock, German time, I
was halted by a balking ass on the bridge at Vilvorde;
a great crowd of laughing peasants tried to persuade
him to make way, but he was obstinate; finally the men
picked him up bodily and set him to one side, and at
one o'clock I drove into the great park at Trois-Fon-
taines, past the lodge where the squadron of Imperial
Guards, muffled in great-coats, were sitting their horses
there in the wind that blew out the horses' tails, and a
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moment later I was received by the Governor-General
and the Baroness von Bissing.

The old Governor-General was feeble and haggard
and looked much older; he walked stiffly and with diffi-

culty, but he and the frail little Baroness smiled and re-
ceived me cordially. They had a young son, a lad of
fifteen, wearing the cadet uniform of some military
training school, and already clicking his heels with a
sharp report and saluting with the best of them. Count
Ortenberg and several other members of the General's
staff were there, and two guests, one of whom it was
whispered to me was a great doctor of divinity and
famous German theologian, whose name I did not learn.

He was an enormous superman with a bristling bellig-

erent pompadour, great spectacles, high yawning col-

lar, a frock-coat that widened gradually from his nar-
row shoulders to its wide skirts below, the whole ter-

minating at the floor in boots with glistening patent
leather tips. The famous theologian was seated at the
Barraiess's right at luncheon, and I at her left, the
Governor-General in the seat opposite his wife. The
luncheon was the modest repast served always at that
table, and the talk was not animated. Once during the
meal the Governor-General lifted his glass and solemnly
drank to my health; and once he looked up and said, in
his heavy voice:

"Fous partez, done?"
"Out, ExceUence" I said.

And then in a kind of rage he almost roared:
"Et pourquoir
As who should say, "What ncmsense for you to go

to war!" He said that he was sorry to see me go, that
the ramtaiUement would not go on so well.
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And that was about all; the Baroness said she re-

gretted the necessity for the submarine war, but that
the English would never learn otherwise.

I was glad when the luncheon was over and glad that
the coffee and cigarettes were served at the table. When
we arose the Governor-General, as we chatted for a mo-
ment, said that he knew how hurried I was, and I took
advantage of the remark to make my compliments and
adieux at once. The famous theologian left, too, imme-
diately after me, and as I went out of the hall I saw him
drop to one knee before the Governor-General, the rep-
resentative of the Imperial power and majesty, and
heard the concussion of the loud moist kiss which the
reverend one planted on the hand of His Excellency.
We raced back to town and I arrived at the Burgo-

master's just after they had sat down to table, and
sighed with relief to be among my good friends once
more—^and did my diplomatic best to eat another lunch-
eon.

Villalobar came to us at half-past four that after-

noon, and he and my wife and I had tea together in the
sadness of those last moments. His motor, with the
pretty red and yellow flag, the colours thenceforth to
fly over the American Legation, was at the door to take
us to the Gare du Nord; the motor of the Dutch Lega-
ti<Hi, with its orange flag, was there as well; and pres-
ently, bidding good-bye to those of the servants who had
been so faithful dur'ng those trying days, we drove away
from the Legation amid their tears. . . .

In the Place Rogier at the entrance to the Gare du
Nord a great crowd was gathered, a crowd that filled

all the space within the station. There had been, of
course, no public announcement of our going, the hour
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was not known, yet the word had gone about in Brus-
sels. And there outside, and in larger numbers inside,

the crowd stood in silence. As we left the motors to

enter the station the men gravely uncovered, and the
women were in tears. It was very still; there was not
a word, not a sound. I went through the crowd; now
and then a child was held out to me, its little hand out-
stretched, and low voices beside said:

"Au revoir—et bientdt."

The crowd was massed inside the station, and the
words were repeated over and over in that most affec-

tionate and touching of farem^ells:

"Au revoir—et bientdt."

All our friends were there, ccnne to bid us us good-bye,
and friends of the members of the C.R.B., all the re-

maining members of the diplomatic corps, the city oflB-

cials, representatives of the Comity National, and when
old M. Solvay, his eyes filled with tears, and M. Franc-
qui and M. Emannuel Janssen came together to shake
my hand—I could no Iraiger speak.

Mr. Prentiss Gray, who had not cmly courageously
volunteered to remain, but had insisted on remaining,
to instruct the new delegates and to install his succes-

sor, was there to see us off.

The long train was drawn up imder the sheds. Count
von Moltke himself was at the turnstile; Baron von
Falkenhausen, who was to escort us across Germany to

the Swiss fr(xitier at Schaffhausen, was there; we went
out on to the platform.

Then the long farewells and the banalities with which
the last moments are filled; finally the men of the
C.R.B., the Consuls, the Chinese, got aboard. The
masses of flowers were carried into the coach. Then
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some one said that Josse Allard was there, that he could

not get through the stile. I ran back, caught his eager
face in the crowd, waved to him, and the crowd cheered.

It was the only sound they had made, and, for their

sakes, fearing a demonstration, I hastily withdrew and
ran back to the carriage. I bade Lambert and then,

the last, Villalobar, good-bye. He presented my wife

with the bouquet of forget-me-nots he had brought, and
handed her into the coach. The Baron von Falken-
hausen mounted the steps; von Moltke, who had been
so kind, who had so admirably made all the perfect ar-

rangements, stood at the salute. I climbed aboard.

The train was moving.

As we drew out of the city I looked out of the win-

dow of our coach. Far across the expanse of rails, at

the end of a street which came down to the edge of the

wide way, at the barrier of a grade crossing in Schaer-

beek, a great crowd was gathered, and as the train

passed, above the mass of faces blurred by the dis-

tance, there burst a white cloud of fluttered handker-

chiefs. . . .

I went into a compartment alone and shut the door.
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