For TMMEDIATE RELEASE
OcTtoBer 25, 1976

—

MESSAGE TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
oF THE UNITED NATIONS,
MR. KurT WALDHEIM
oN THE Occaston oF UN Day




On behalf of the Government and people of Csnada, I wish
to convey to you, and all the staff pnembers of the Uaited Nations
and its affillated organizaticas, cur warmest wishss on the occasion
of the thirty-first acniversary of the founding of the United Natiens.
I would particularly like to express to you our pleasure st having as
Secretary-General somecne of your experience, ability and huranity.

In the past year, the United Nations has taken significant

steps in the areas of hmman rights, econcmic justice, and human
settlements, .

The ccxming into force this year of the Covenants on Eccnomie,
 Social and Cultural Rights ard on Civil and Political Rights ia a

major step forward for the United Natiens. Thesa lemg-sought agreenents
on standards and principles of human rights must now be matched by an
equal determination to apply thenm without discriminatica.. Cenada, as

2 mesber of the Comxxission on Human Rights, will spare no effort in
working for the full and effective implementation of the Covenants.

. The decisions taken at UNCTAD IV mark an important stage
in our common efforts to reducs disparities between developed and
developing countries., To carry cn dialogue in a world divided between
wealth and poverty, better understanding and emtual confidence ere
essential. The cutcome of UNCTAD IV sugurs well for such dialogue -
which i3 now bedng continued at the Conference cn Internaticnal Ecenoxic
Cooperation of whibh Cansda is co-Chairman. The process of negotiation
ained at narrowing the gap between #ich and poor is both perzanent
and cozplex. In the pursuit of a more equitable internsticnal eccnocdc
systen, Cenada is prepared to comxit its efforts and its resources.

The United Nations' cooxitment to irproving the quality
of life found further expressica at the Habitat Canference in Vancouver,
of which Canada had the honour of being host. At Habitat, enormous
progress was cade in improving the understanding of kumsn settlements
issues throughout the world. Icportent recox=endations were adopted.
Now these must be translated into national and intermaticnal actiaens.

This has besn a time of edjustment and occasioral frustration
for the United Nations. ODuring a difficult period, these accomzpkishments
have constitutod ccncrete proof, not enly of the validity of the
principles ezbodied in the Charter, but also of the progress being
made in thelr irplemientation.

I can assure you that Canada attaches importance to the
work of the United Nations end will continue to be a loyal end construce
tive member.
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