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% Tnthis- parable of our Lord, so simplél,

~Japter of human lify, and' yet so profound,
dfull of meaning, when regarded as a
velation of the mysteries of the kingdom'
% hésven, all of us should be able

find & place.
nner in Lis sin, in his repentance, and in
B reception. back -again into the fatvour
God. We are, aJl of us, reprodlu.ed
ro; either as we have-ever been, or, as
are- huping and eudeavounnc to be,
3 we have become by God’s grace.

¢ And He said,. A certain man had rwo
ne? In this significant beginning of
o parable we have the indication ofa
essed truth.  In one sense, God is the
ather of all His intelligent creatures; but,
a very special sense, God is the Father
f men. They are His sons. In the be-
inning they were were begotten in His
keness, for ¢ God crea.ed man in Ilis
wh image, in the image of Gud created
ehim, malcand female created He them.”

foreover, God is; and remaius the Father
f men, even in their cposticy fum Him.
hoy are His sums, is children, still;
shough they have become ¢ rebellions
Sildren He deals with them even ten
s.a Father; His paternal love and grace
stending to the very vilest siuper. This
lessed truth persades the wholg parable.
Tu. this first portion of the parable we
ave a history of the sinner iu his sin.and
isery.  * A certain man had two sous:
nd the.younger of them said to bis father,

alleth: to me,”

By this figure .of a grown-up son, who.
V0L, 4,

It is a history of the

athery give mie- the portion: of gouls that

7 A& :GOSPEL WITHIN THE GOSPEL
3 ' AN EXPOSITION OF LUKE Xv. 11-82.
. By Reu. illiam MeKenzie, Ramsay, C.FF.

PART I.~—SIN AND MISERY.

-

will be a young man before his timé, and
cannot endure to wait until his father dies
for Lis inheritance, our Lord exhibits to us
the root and' origin of all sin. This re-
quest sounding so like a demand, denotes
the entire alienation of the heart fiom all
the love and duty of a son. This son
breaks loose from his father. The bond
of filial love is ut’wr]); broken. He féels
the father's “presence-a restraint upou his
freedom, His will is to be entirely inde-
pendent, to havehisown way. Estranged
in heart, he can no longer tolerate the
fellowship of his righteous father, whose
authority had heretofore constrained him to
an unwilling obedience, and so he confronts
him with his selfish demand—* Give me
the portion of goods that falleth to mie.”
Here we have

Sy v 1rs Orrein.,

In this extinction of the filial sentiment
in the heart, in this severance of the bond
of love, the foundation of all true duty
and obedience, we have the seeret root
and origin of all sin, far more exceeding
sinful in this its first Leginning, and Lid-
den principle, than in any after manifesta-
tion,

Butit might Le asked here, had the son
not a1ight to prefer such arequest? Iad he
oot at least a legal right? He only sought
the purtion of g g,oods that fell to him. No;
not then. He could stand on no right.—
These goods were not his. The father, as
long as he lived, might have retained
them, for they belonged to him. And,
involuntarily, theson paid atribute to this
truth when he prefaced his demand with the
words of petition, « Father, give e wy

¥O. 8
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portion.” The blessings we enjoy, even of
an earthly sort, are the gifts of our
heavenly Father. They are His by right—
ours only by favour. And though we
may igoore this truth, and by an unholy
appropriation call them our own, and use
them ounly according to our own will,
only for ourselves, ahd for our own pleas-
ure and glory; yet we are to remember
that they are ours only by grace, the gifts
of our Father above;to be enjoyed with
Him and used for His glory.

This demand, for such it is essentially
rather than a prayer—selfish, unfilial, and
unfounded though it was, is not denied.—
Tt plainly indicated apostacy of heart on
the part of the son, that he had fallen from
filial love and duty: but yet the father
remains a father still, he will not now be-
come a hard and despotic master. He is
not willing to have only a servant in the
place of a son, and when he finds that he
cannot keep him as his child, he will yicld
the point, and allow him the freedom of
of bis own chosen way. Thus does the
Dlessed God deal with men who have for-
saken Him, with His iebellious children.
He leaves them to the ireedom of their
own way. Iie does not lay any outward
restraint upon them. e does not con-
strain them by mere authority to an un-
willing obedience. Neither does he with-
liold their portion of earthly good. His
werey is not taken away, it follows them
in all their wanderings here.  God is still
a Yather, whatever they may have be-
come,

The extinction of the true filial sentiment
in the heart, indicated by this demaund of
the younger sop in the parable, is the
Lidden root of sin, but we now begin to
see the process, or development of sin.—
The seeret root in the heart soon begins to
bear its appropriate fruit, for * Not meny
days after the younger son gathered all to-
gother, and took Lis journey into a far

THE GOOD NEWS,

country.” What! THad he become g
dead to every feeling which a son shoul
cherish, that he could not remain wunder
the same roof with his father? Had suh
a neighbourhosd become so irksome, ap)
unpleasant, that he was in haste to leavo
it % was it possible that though he had oot
his portion by paternal grace, yet he could
not enjoy it according to his own heart untjl
be bad placed along distance between
himself and home? It waseven so. The
hidden apostacy of the heart now: begiusto

' discover itself, and to be developed in out-

ward action, which is
Siv 1x 1rs Prooess.

A son may leave bis father’s house, tsk-
ing with him a father's blessing. Ing
distant land bis heart often foudly turnsta
that still beloved home, itisa green and
fragrant spot; the remembrance of it is
his solace in a land of strangers; and the
presence of those there, wherewith a i
ing, because a loving, memory surrounds
him, with all their well-remembered words
of hope and counsel, are a shield nud
buckler against evil. Fiiial love and duty
still Jive in his heart. Buta son may seck
to leave his father's house because toall
filial love and duty his keart has become
apostate. He receives his portion thank-
lessly, and, with & heavy heart, the parent
sees him go hisway. He is glad to be1id
of the restraints of his father’s house, in
haste to drown the memory of its words
and ways; no soouer does he set his foot
in the far country to which he has gone,
than he gives the rein to all his pent-up
desives, and pursues their chosen path
with eager step. Amongstrangers he feels
at liberty; at liberty for words and decds
which would load every heart at home

with shame and grief. And what is itk
that so darkens this picture, that makes E

it one of such exceeding baseness? What

is the essential aggravation of hissin Is

"t i
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THE GOOD NEWS.

it not just this, that, though he is a son,
yet in his corrupted heart all filial love and
revarence are dead and gone?f

Reader, is this yourportrait? Would it
be impossible, think you, to make good
agaipst you a charge of heart-apostacy
from the blessed God? Does your way of
life, your habitual course of outward ac-
tion, not indicate that root of bitterness in
your heart? Is it not true that you can
fully enjoy your portion in this life only
away from God? That you can delight
yourself in your chosen pursuits and pleas®
ures best when Glodis farthest from your
ihoughts? Nay, that you find it needful to
danish the thoughts of your Father in hea-
ven, if you areto enjoy them at allz  Just
like hiv in the parable, who gathered all
together, and went into afar country, and
there “ wasted his substance with riotous
living” This suggests to us that Life
without God, which is

Siv 18 115 COXSUMMATION.

Far now from his father's house, far
from underneath his eye; beyond the reach
of his authority and influence, among
strangers, in a land of strangers, this
apostate son feels at liberty. Now, he can
live the life he has pined for, a life, the
very zest of which consists in the liberty
{from all home influence, in the wretched
freedom gained by thatfar separation from

‘thefather’s house. And what is the differ-

once between this, and that round of
pleasure which men call Zife? What
gives the relish to all those expedients for
spending time pleasantly, such as the ball-
room, the theatre, the jovial meeting with
kindred spirits, which have received the
stamp, of the wotld’s approbation? Is it
not the unrestrained freedom of such a far
separation from every holy influence? Is
it not because, for the time, they come be-
twesn the soul and Gud? Is it not the
broad brand: of ungodliness upon them
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which gives them their zest and relish #—
There is an utter incongruity between
such scenes and fellowship with God.—
Let a child of God for once stray among
them, one whose heartstill beats with filial
love, and whose joy consists in the presence

.and fellowship of his heavenly Father.—

Let him by word or deed recal the thought
of Him who is his chief joy, and, straight-
way, the flow of mirth is checked, the
jest remaing half uttered, a shadow darkens
every countenance, until some one gathers
courage to make, in a tone of rebuke, the
bold confession, that all such things are
out of place there. Indeed! Then it is
the far country, far from the father’s house,
away from his presence aund influence,
where all things help to banish the very
thought of Him from the hearl: those
dwelling there love ic have it so, for on
this depends the very zest of all their plea-
sure.

Life without God is sin in its consum-
mation. Theintense word, here translated
“riotous living,” might be renderéd “a
self-destroying life.” The idea conveyed
is that of wasting life, not using it. We
need not confine the meaning to a Jife of
open riot, abandoned profligacy. These
are of course included in the idea of a
wasted life, and heari-apostacy from God
is often consummated by such a life. A
life without God, @ Godless life, is emphati-
cally a wasted and lost life. Such a life
may be accompanied with honour among
men; it may leave you all your evergies
to heap up riches, andt you may succeed;
it may be spent in company with troops
of friends who cheer you on, but, without
God, you have never risen lo the concep-
tion of what ¥fereally is. You are ¢ wast-
ing your substance” In a little while
all shall be gome. In forsaking God,
you give up your place in the Father’s
house, you sell 'your birthright: and what-
ever may be that other postion you hase
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chosen as the price, sooner or later it shall
be spent, the whole of it, and a great
eternity shall remain behind utterly un-
provided for.

We sce here then the beginning of sin
in the heart-apostacy of the sinner, its pro-
cess in the gradual forsaking of God; and
its consummation in a life without God,
an ungodly life may not be characteriscd
by glaring sin. It may be a life adorned
with alloutward proprieties, what men call
a successful life, leading to worldly fortune
and honour, for “men will praise thee
when thou doest well to thyself” But
reader if-your life is spent not for God,
then emphatically it is a wasted life, you
are destroying yourself.

And now, in successive steps, the misery
to +which sin leads is exhibited to.us.—
Tirst,

THE BEGINNING OF WANT.

« And when he had spent all, there
arose & wighty famine in that land, and
he began to be in want.” Tn a short time
all he had gathered together was scattered
and wasted. Just at that point, giving
force to the similitude, it is said, * there
arose a mighty famine in that land,” the
far country, far from the father's house.—
There is and must always be a famine
there, a Jack of the true bread, the proper
nourishment, for an immortal soul. Per-
haps for a whiie and with large means to
command eartbly pleasures, there is litlle
souse of want in the soul far from God.—
Pleasure has not yet palled upon the taste,
its full round bas notyet been run.  When
the banquet is set, and the chosen guests
assembled, it is not the time for carking
care, 'Che hall resounds with mirth, with
the song, and the jest, and the light Jaugh;
the shadows flee away in that hour of light
aud thoughtless gayety. But the morning
Light looks in upon another scene. The
guests are fled ; the footstep sounds hollow

THE GOOD NEWS,

in the empty hall; theremnants of the feay,
the.extinquished tapers, the empty vesls,
are the relics of departed joys. The silog
void around drives back the soul to com.
mune with itself, and then the sensq of
inward want makes itself felt. In thogy
intervals of pleasure, when the soul, Jet
to its own compmxionshxp, engages in the
‘unwonted exercise of reflection, it begms
to feel want, Thoza intervals, to the soul
| without God, are dull, dark scasons, fruil:
'ful of sad thoughts and low spirits: for,
when the soul thus turns within, it i
like one passing through an empty bap-
queting hall; a dull and dreary void is all
it finds. That soul has «bequn fo bein
want.”
_ Recourse 10 Farse Herp.
This is the next step in the progress.of
the sinner misery. When he began to b
in want, this apostate son ¢ went and
joined himself to a citizen .of that country,
and he sent him into his fields to feed
swine.” He does not think of returning
to his father’s bouse: he seeks help in his
own way, persisting still in his apostacy.
He draws closer the Londs of felowship
with those who dwell in that land of
famine. And now that impatience of
restraint, that lust for independence, which
had driven him from home, results in the
vilest servitude. Thus is it with the soul
far from God. To drive away ‘the dul,
aching sense of want, which he beginsto
feel, the sinner secks a larger measure of
those earthly pleasures which have thus
declared their dinsufiiciency; he draws
closer his conuection with those who are
like-minded with himself; he ever requires
to seek new pleasures and new companion-
ships; these become absolute necessaries for
him, he MusT havethem, to savehim from
Limself, from being left alone with his
empty soulj he must have them to kesp
the sense of waut at arms length away.—

Axnd thus, the freedom of sin,.that ltber&y

Y
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for \hith mtn-forsake ' God, ‘¥esolvas itself

at the last into “a bitter, aprofitless, and

degraded servitude. For his utmost efforts

cannot preserve him from-the last stage of

misery. -
Urrsr DESTITUTION,

Sent irto the fields to feed swine, “he
would fain have filled his belly with the
husks which the-swine did eat; and no
man gave unto him.” gIe is left by those
among-whom he dwells, Whose help he has
sought, to perish. They cannot help him
even if they would. And.so with that
soul living without ‘God. The very help

such an one seeks, when ¢want begins to

e felt, only deepeus his misery. The
pleasures of sin, like the husks that the
swine did eat, are no proper nourishment
for his soul. Every hour of his iife on
-carth may be filled up with them, but his
soul, his immortal soul, only sinks intoa
Jower deep of want and degradation.—
The parable depicts the extreme of outward
poverly and ‘misery, such as, oftentimes,
does result in fact from a lifa of sin; but
no such outward circumstances of want
and wretchedness, can add to the renl
misery and degradation of one who has
corne to the end of a long life spent far
fiom God. God may have given an one
a full portion here; he still possesses all
the comforts and luxurics of earth; he
bas lived a life of refined pleasure in his
own circle of society; and even now, with
hoary head, and failing strength, he fulfils

like an hireling the same round of paltry |

pleasures, wliich, to him, have long since
lost all their zest. Such an one might be
liké ashock of corn, filling and ripening for
the joyful home-gathering; but there heis,
fading away in his ways, poor, degraded,
lost. How many might be sons and
daughters in the Father'shouse, who prefer
to remsiy, in:contented degradation, atid
the Want and'misery of the land of famine:

=901

In this pictite of the mistfy consequént

‘upon sin the colours dre strong, they are

employed unsparingly, aud yet with per-
fect truth. How accurately, ever in the
minutest touches, the pathology of su¢h a
sin as ¢ntempercnce is ‘here depicted.— -
Here, for example, is 8 young man begin-
ning life with the fairest prospects. At
the first, the wine cup is only one of many
pleasures, used to fulfil the offices of good
fellowship.  But, after the soul has begun
to feel want, it is sought after as a Zelp,
either to give a new charm to those plea-
sures which have begun to pall on the
taste, or as a convenient defence. agaiust
the depressing inroads of care and serious
thought. Thus gradually, step by step,
the desire. grows, the habil strengthens,
until the chaing of a bitter slavery ave fast
tiveted upon him, And then, at the
bidding of the now imperious habit, the
suggestions of worldly interest, the claims
of affection, even the very sense of shame,
are cast aside, until, with wrecked means,
‘and broken character, he sinks to the fellow-
ship of the vilest offscourings of society,
to reach erelong & premature and dishon-
oured grave. To the man who has for-
saken ‘God there is o security against the
dominion of the most degrading &1 * but
the man whose heart still beats with filial
love to his Father in heaven, and whose
strength and defence God is, cannot be so
enslaved.

Now, reader far from God; remember
that far country is a land of famine, where
you cannob sustain the life of your soul.—
In our naturs there are capacities too large,
and wants too deep, to be supplied by
any earthly good. Though separated far
from God by sin, still Heis our Father,
our God, our chief joy: still our true end
in life is to gloriiy Him; and still we have
our original capacity to enjojr him. Itcan-
ot be, then, that any mere created good, or

even all created good, should be able to fill
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up in our soul that place which at the first
was set apart for God. There must be,
sooner or later, & sense of want and misery
until He occupies the true place in your
lieart, vender, until you enjoy His favour
which 1s Zife. Moreover, the most hon-
onrable place which the world can give you
as the reward for its service, is, in reality
a position of deep degradation to ona who
might fill the place ofa sonof God. Why
then remain in that far country? You
may try the whole round of earthly plea-
sure, you may seek to fill your soul with
earthly good, but the end of life shall
surely find you wearyand empty. O reader,
that you would, even now, and without
tasting that bitter experience, hear the voice
of Grd calling on you in fatherly expostu-
lation and entreaty—Wherefore do you
spead your money for that which is not
bread ? and your labour for that which
satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto
me, and eat ye that which is good, and
let your soul delight itself in fatness.—
Incline your car, and come unto me; bears,
and your soul shall live.

FAMILY DISCIPLINE.

‘What motives are laid upon all Christian
parents to make the fivst article of family
discipline a constant and careful discipline
of themselves. I would not undervalue
a strong and decided government in
families. No family can be rightly trained
without it. But there is a kind of virtue,
1y brethren, which is not in the rod—the
virtue, I mean, of a truly good and sancti-
fied life. And a reign of brute force is
much more easily maintained than & reign
whose power is righteousness and love.
There are too, I must warn you, many
who talk much of the rod as the arthodox
symbol of parental duty, but who might
really as well Lo heathens as Churistians;
who only storm sbout their Louse with
heathenish ferocity, who lecture, and
threaten, and castigate, and bruise, and
call this family government. They even

'
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dare to speak of this as the nurture of the
Lord. So much easier is it to be violent
than to be holy, that they substitute fores
for goodness and grace, and ave wholly un.
conscious of the imposture. It is frightfy)
to think how they batter and bruise the
delicate, tender souls of their children, ex-
tinguishiug in them what they ought to
cultivate, crushing that sensibility which i
the hope of their being, and all in the
sacred name of Christ Jesus. By ne such
summary process can you dispateh yonr
duties to your children. You are net to
be a savage to them, but a father anda
Christian.  Your real aim and study must
be to infuse into them a mew life, and, to
this end, the Life of God must perpetu
ally reign in youn, Gathered round you
as o family, they are all to be 30 many
matives, strong as the lova you bear them
to make you Christ-like in yourspirit. 1t
must be seeun and felt witlr them that re-
ligion isa first thing with you. Amnd it
must be first, not in words and talk, hut
visibly first in your love—that which fixes
your aims, feeds your enjoyments, sancti-
fles your pleasures, supports your trials,
sanctifies your wants, contents your ambk
tion, beautifies and blesses your charaeter.
No'mock piety, no sanctimony of phrase,
or Jonyitude of face on Sunday will suffice,
You must live in the light of God, aud
hold siich a spirit in exercise as you wish
translated into your children.—Yon must
take them into your feeling, as a loving
and joyous elemant, and beget, if by the
grace of God you may, the spirit of your,
own heart in theirs, o

This is Chuistian edueation, the nurture
of the Lord. Ah, how dismal is the con-
trast of & half-worldly, carnal piety; pro-
posing money as the good thing of life;
stimulating ambition for plaee and show;
provoking ill-nature by petulance and false-
hood; praying, to save the rule of family
worship ; baving now and then a religious
fit, and, when it is on, weeping and exhort-
ing the family to undo all thatthe life has
taught them to do; and then, when the
passions have burnt ous their fire, dropping
down again to sleep in the embars, only
hoping still that the family will some time
be converted! When shall we discover
that families ought to be ruined by such
training as this ¢—Dr, Bushneld,

.
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Ju the interasts of infidelity.

) THE GOOD NEWS.

. MODERN OPPONENTS OF THE
BIBL

.
—

(Speceh of Rev. D. McVicar at BDible Socicty s
Aecting at Montreal, January, 1864.)

Let us. ask, What progress has the Bible
made of late years in the face of the desperate
opposition offered ?  Or, what are its oppo-
nents obliged to yield w this respect ? "The
auswer to this question will place before you
what I conceive to be the reul stote of religi-
ous discussion and controversy at the present
time. "This reply is not, of course, intended
to iuclude any notice of the general opposition
offered to Diviue truth in Popish, Mohamme-
dan, and heathen countries, nor have I iu view
those theological disputes carried on between
gdifferent sections of the Chareh, but only the
position now assumed by those usually koown
as infidels or sceptics.

Tor one thing, they are obliged to concede
that the Bible has gained possession of the
popular mind of Britain and America. Fhis
is o great and undeniable fact, not overlocked
by the enemies of Revelation, realized by them
and by all, within the last filty years, since the
Bible Society commenced its traly evangelical
work of disseminating the Word. The Book
has mainly done this work itself ; being placed
in the homes of these nations, from the palace
of Royalty down to the humblest cottage, it
has found its way to the hearts of the people;
they bave learned to appeal to it under all
circumstances for lessons of wisdom and com-
fort, of instruction and correction, and the
more they bave looked into it the better they
have loved it ; it has taken a firm hold upon
the heart of the nation. And if it is true that
Britons are proverbially loyal to their Sove-
1eign, it is equally true that they ave loyal to
the Bible ; it 2nglishmen are found all over
the world to pray earnestly, “God save the
Queen,” with equal fervour they pray, God
save the Bible. I speak, of course, of the
10ass of the British people, and sceptics know
and acknowledge in various ways that what I
say is true, This appears in their periodical
and more voluminous liteyature—in the West-
miuster Review, and in recent volumes written
The writers
affect pity for the deluded masses who are
ruled by the Bible ; they express strong re-
luctance to disturb the old and universal fuith
of the nation., ‘What is this but to grant that
the nation is under the dominion ¢f this book
in spite of their efforta? Accordingly, they
have ceased to address their arguments and
books exclusively to the limited circle of the
learned, and seel now to make their appeals
to the popular mind. Strauss is engaged upou
another, edition of his # Leben Jesu,” not, as
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the former one, addressed to the learned, but
adapted to the general reading public, con-
taining replies to the objections made to it,
designed to free it from the general reproba-
tion with which it was covered. Renan also,
in his “ Life of Jesus,” while unconditioually
contradicting his German predecessor, Strauss,
enters the sameo field with him, selecting for
his constituency not the learned circles of
France, but the general publie—those men,
and their coadjutors, thus acknowledging the
wide sway of the Bible. This is au important
confession from their lips.

It is further conceded by them that no
manifestly cvil consequences have flown
directly from the circulation and influence
of the Bible. There is confessedly a universal
influence diffused by the Book through the
heart of the nation, and if you ask its oppo-
nents, what is the character of this influence,
they are bound in honesty, in the light of his-
tory and reason, to say it is nof evil. ‘The
most bitter and determised among their ranks
feel now unable to argue that conformity to
the life and character of Jesus disqualifies &
man in any way to be a most happy and use-
ful citizen. They feel unable to furnish proof
that the fullest subjection of the human soul
to all the laws and principles of the Gospel i3
found to operate injuriously to the individual,
to the conununity, vr tv the nativn—they feel
that none of the evils which afffict society aro
to be traced logieally aud legitimately to the
direct influence of God’s book. They can,
indeed, point to the blood-stained page of
Seclesiastical Flistory, to strifes, discords, and
persecutions flowing from the perversion of
Christian principles, but they have discern-
ment enough’to ses that these things are
traceable to human depravity, and that they
are distinet from a correct and consistent imi-
tation of Him who was holy, harmluss, unde-
filed, aud separate from sinners.

_ We may place this subject in another light,
and venture to aflirm further, that the oppo-
nents oi' the Word of God are iow coustrained
to conless, that the morality inculcated by the
Bible regarded in « personal, commercicl,
or nationual point of vicw is fur superior to
thas taught elsewhere. We rost this propo-
sition upon direct testimony from their own
lips. Thus Strauss, while most bitter in his
npposition to the dogmatic and histurical
Christianity of the Church, asserts firmly that
Chbrist and Christianity is the very highest
moral ideal to which the world can ever hopa
to attain,  (Soliloquies, Part U, Sect.
27-30.) And Renan, while fearlessly afiirm-
ing that Strauss is wistaken in his theory of
the compilation of the Gospels, agrees with
him in his testimony in favour of the purity
and superiority of the moral lessons and priu-
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ciples taught in them. He is, in fact, an
enthusiastic admirer of the lofty, manly, self-
denying virtue, and honest patriotism ineul-
cated by the life of Jesus. This, too, is the
tone adopted by the famous authors of
“Recent Inquiries in Theology,” aud by the
Bishop of Natal. They are all conscienti-
ously religious, more pious in their own esti-
mation than those who justly seek, agwe thiuk,
to exclude them from the office of the Clris-
tian ministry. They cling most tenaciously
and with feelings of highest admivation to the
good and pure morality of the New Testa-
ment, Now, this is a great concession on
their part—it affords the very best answer we
can desire to the profane sarcasm and horrid
buffoonery of Voltaire, Paine, Hume, and
others of that class. Those who now side
with them agaivst God's word refuse to defend
their coargeness and profanity.

I mention auother, and a far more important
concession now made by many of the oppo-
nents of the Bible; they are constrained to
accept the evidence of lestimony as upon the
whole reliable. Wheu o company of men
confessedly sane, and houest, not ruled by self-
interest or any improper motive, are cognizant
of simple matter of fact, and testify unitedly
and repeatedly respecting such matter of fact,
and oven submit to suffer great inconvenience
and loss rather than abandon their testimony,
such evidence the present foes of Divine truth
are disposed to accep* as reliable. Thus they
bave fallen from the position taken by Hume
and his disciples—they have made a great and
most valuable admission, which enables us to
establish beyond the possibility of doubt, the
birth, the miracles, the teachings, the crueci-
fixion, the resurrection, and ascension of our
Redeemer; and having established this much
we feel no alarm respecting the Ientatench
and the other books of the Old Testament.
Thus grantivg, as they do, that the Bible has
gained possession of the ponular mind of
Britain and America, that it cunuot be shown
to disseminate or inculeate injurious prin-
ciples; that its morality and ethics are far
superior, upon the whole, to anything over
oftered to the world; and that the evidence of
testimony in its favour is reliable, do not the
antagonists of the Bible seem overcome ? In
trath, their position in the present aspect of
religions discussion and coutroversy mag be
presented in this form. Collecting all the
internal and external evidences in favour of
the genuineness and authenticity of the Book
on the one band, and all the objections and
difficutties which its opponents feel able to
offer, on the other, and leaving them to indi-
cate a conclusion based upon these premises,
they are constrained to confess that the Bible
aud Christianity are great fucts, obliged.to
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yicld that the Book is supernatural if not
Divine in its origin, Ave we therefora g
agreed respeeting it? By no meaus, Thog
men raiso_another and most grave questiop,
How is this Book to be understood ? Whot
is its meaning ? How much truth does it
contain ? If given by Inspiration, to what
extent? This is the question—this is {hg
greut battle-field at the present moment,
Shall we receive the record entire ? shall wp
adhere to the old doctriue of plenary inspira.
tion ? or shall we only give the book a supe.
riority of rank over the rest, and allow erities
to eliminate what portions they please? The
question with certain of them is not, have we
received o revelation from heaven, but what
are its character and extent ? Thus if yon
ollow the Bishop of Natal to cancel the five
boolis of Moses, to say in his own phrase that
they are “ unhistorical,” and therefore legend.
ary and of no anthority, he will accept the
New Testament and portions of the Old with
certain reservations; he will cleave to Jesug
Christ while he parts company with Moses,
and thus sets himself in a most untenable
position ; for the Saviour said to the Jews,
“ Had ye believed Moses, ye would have be.
lieved we; for he wrote of me. But if ye
believe not his writings, how shall ye believe
my words 7” (John v. 46, 47.). There canbe
no doubt that our Lord received the wholeof
the books of Moses as inspired, autheatic, acd
anthoritative ; he spoke of the creation of
Adam and Eve recorded by Moses s histori-
cally true; he referred to the deluge, the de-
struction of the world, and the preservation
of Noah in like manger ; he slluded in Luke
xvii. tothe fire and brimstone which destroyed
Sodom and the cities of the plain, and to the
transformation of Lot's wife into a pillar of
salt; he accepted the statements of Moses re-
specting the appearance of God iu the burn.
ing bush ; the miraculous effect of looking at
the'brazen serpent,and the miraculous supply
of manna in the wilderness; and yet the
Bishop of Natal will tell us that he believes
the Saviour, but regards the books of Bfoses
as “ unhistorical,” But I would do bim, and
others of the same class, no injustice. The
difficulties they feel and express will generally
be found to have reference to the historical
and literary portions of the word, rather than
the doctrinal ; and in the last century even
writers upou jospiration were disposed when
pressed by the pertinacity of the deistic con-
troversialists, to yield a little to doubts in this
counection; but now there is a strong reaction
in religious minds in favour of the opposite
view, that held by the Puritans in the seven-
teenth century, and I confess that I look upon
this as a pleasing indication; for it yet remaing

to be proved, and such proof will be found
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impossible; that wholebooks are to be rejected
‘from tho Qovon of Scripture. Houest and
accurato criticism we allow, but reckless and
pungling assaults we detest. And if it be

asked, what has given rise to the foolish and |

precipitate conclusions adopted by ome re-
gpecting the Word in the present day ? With-
out pretending to s;o into the special historical
statements demanded by this question, we may
apswer in & general way, that one cause hias

been o flagraat displacing or misapplication

of natural laws, The rapid advances made of |
late in 1atural scicuce have thrown before the |

human mind such masses of wew facts, and
opened on every haad such fresh fields of in-
quity, that we might expect to find the mind
stunned, perplexed. and confused in attempt-
ing to clussify and arrange these facts, and
especially in seeking to ascertain their relution
to Divine truth. Natural laws have indeed
heen discovered and displaced; they have been
carried into regions where they are utterly
inapplicable, and, by sowe, exalted to the
thronoe of the Creator. No other power is
appealed to in accounting for natural pheno-
mens, and the declaratioas of revelation are
in this way set aside. T'his is the scrt of thing
advocated by Dr. Temple in his sermon before
the University of Oxford, during the meeting
of the British Association in 1860, in which

» he affirms “that one idea is uow emerging
into supremacy in science, a supreinacy which
it never possessed before, and for which it
gtill has {o fight a battle; and that 1s the idea
of law.” ‘The same opinion, as is well known,
bos ruled the minds and greatly aided in
moulding the character of the works of Holy-
oake, Hinton, and Humboldt.

Then onthe continent of Lurope, especially,
appeals have been made to human conscions-
Bess; every thing pertaining to truth has been
subjected to the test of “ pure reason.” Mav's
soul bas been deified; the same pantheistic
tendency which looks to natural laws as deity
finds the highest manifestation of Godhead in
the human soul. Adopting these assumptious
it iseasy to see how the whole doctrine of
Inspiration falls into discredit; and those
views, let us remember, have been slowly
propagated, so that in this respect, the present
aspect of religious discussion aud coutroversy
is not a thing of yesterday; it stands associat-
ed with ancient pagan opinions transmitted to
us, and advacated by poets and philosophers.
Coleridge in England did much to introguce
this subjective method of viewing all things
—the Lake Poets of England did the same—
Newman iu his writings, and Carlyle, especially
in bis life of Sterling, have followed in the
same school; and upon this coutinent they
have found disciples in Theodore Parker,
Emerson, and others. .Along with those two
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very manifest and potent tendencies just notic-
ed, we may mention the rise of the science of
historical criticism, as leading to recent attacks
apon the Bible. Under the influence of that
science, if it has yet gained the position of a
science, meu, looking over documents hereto-
fore -ccepted as historically true, have o ked
once more Pilate’'s old question, * What is
trath ?”  Truth there is, and trath there isin
the Bible, but what isit ? Now the answers,
as we have said, have been varied; attacks
have been specially made upon the Penta-
teuch and Old Testament, not because these
i parts are more vulnerable in themselves than
the rest of the word. 'Wea think it all divine,
and therefore true; but the Church has neglect-
cd the study of the Hebrew Scriptures, and
this has in part given form to the present
controversy. The Greek and the Latin of
Oxford have been allowed to set aside the
langunage of the descendants of Abraham and
the living oracles of God of which it is the
vehicle; and the common people have in like
mauger learned lo neglect those clder Serip-
tures in the vernacular. It is a singular fact
that when a text is announced in some of the
books of the Old Testument few persons in a
congregation know where to turn for it; and
I doubt not that while present assaults sre in
part occasioned by neglect in nur schools and
families, they cre wisely permitted and will be
employed by a holy Providence 1o rouse us
to activity and to impress upon our mindsthe
Saviour’s lesson, “Search the Scriptures”
Aud while we glance at causes conspiring to
determine the form of present. doubt and error
we may not overlook those two great funda-
wental causes by which early apologists were
apt to account for all error, and which often
formed the gisc of their answers, moral deprav-
ity and satanic agency. These are still active,
operative causes of unbelief, and of opposition
to the word of God. But instead of dwelling
further upon the aspeet of religious controversy
and the causes which mould its character, let
me ask, asthe resolution suggests, is this
confiict of opinion, this struggle inside and
outside the Church, prodactive of evil alone,
and inno way destived to do good ? ‘We
answer, it has done good already, and it will
do more; it has ealled forth the talent of the
Church, and turned her learning *o account,
and will continue to expand he: learning in
departments hitherto neglected. We have
not yet seen the worst forms of error, nor the
strongest bulwarks of truth. We bave still
to witness the transplantaion to our soil of
many European errors of which mostof us are
now happily ignorant. This we cannot pre-
vent; book-makers and book-vendors must
bave their own way; but upon the heels of
their errors come a fuller discovery and wider
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dibsemioation of truth than we have ,ever ! of our fathers, or imagining that all wisdom i
Lknown. The history of the past leads me to I confined to our generation, but doing the
entertain this view. Every student uf history | culiar work of our own age in defending theeter.
knows that scepticism respeeling existing | nal ramparts of truth. _And while we do this,
opinicns has Deen, if not the cause, at least ! let us circulate the word: the best victories, a
the occasion, of the greatest advancesin | we said at first, that have been gained for the
scicnce and roligion. Astronomers doubted, | Bible have been gained by itself; the Bible is
aud so were led to discover new laws, and |its own wituess. We need not tremble fop
new planets. Navigators doubted old opiu- | the ark of God. We may feel certain that
ions and foregone conclusions, and thus dis-  the God of the Bille does not look upon this
covered islands and continents. T'heolugians | strife with ind'fference.  YTe stands by his
doubted, and disbelieved the dogmas uf a be- | uwn truth, and it mwst prevail.  Then Jet ug
nighted church, and then the light of the commit it to the care of the Tloly Ghost—let
Reformation dawned upon the world.  Luther | us circulate it, and allow it to display its gold
cast the bulls of the TPope into the fire, and | and diamonds, and tell their value. It will
ro the world was emancipated. Aund so we | make a path for itself amid moral and intel
may fecl confident that the things which are | lectual darkness. Its views of government,
now happeuning will “ fall out rather unto the | of hwman happiness and destiny are such ay
furtherarce of the Gospel” Thousauvds will | to command respect and gain dominion, 1t
spring up, and be called out from their silence  is the truth of God; then It us sead it to the
aud repose to picree the armour of our learied |, £€9,000,000 Trzans in cur world who still
jofidels, and to expose the imperfections of | dwell in darkness, and in the region of the
their logic. Indeed, those men in spite of { shadow of death—Tlet us send it to the 133,
+iemselves help forward fhe cause of truth. } 600,000 Roman Catholics, mavy of whom are
"vhus Renap, in his Life of Jesus, has marked { longing to see its emancipating and life-giving
o multitude of references to the: New Tcstu-“llght—-let us send it to the 120,000,000
ment, sufficient, if turued to and read, to en- | Mohammedzus who are pow re.ding instend
lighten all Burope. of it their idle and impare Foran—let us
Since therefore we are able to trace so scatter it in cvery langunge under heaven~
mavy favourable indications in the present  let us send it toevery island and every shore,
state of religious controversy, let me ask, what | to every home and every nation on earthy’
have we to contend for? Tanswer, foraiand it will be found to enlighten men’s souls
book, forarevelation from heasen.  Itis true to bless their lives, and gladden their death.
that the wants of the individual soul are met {heds, found possessed of power snfficient,
by preseating o personal Saviour; by telling ; being accompanied by the Spirit of God, to
of guiltless blood ched for the guilty, of a suf-  mise those nations to ihe position of truth,
ficent and perfect atonement made by a Iivine ; and houour, aud imjerishable glory which
Saviour, and a frec pardon and complcte'u’e Jjustly cluim for Protfestant Dritain and
sauctification throngh his bLlood; but thése  .America.
great peculiar and central doctrines of the gos-
pel are only revealed in the world of God— .
not expressed by the sublime scienee of astro-;  As chickens find warmth by close sittieg
nomy—not uttered by the brooks andrills that " under the hew’s wings, so the graces of
adorn our earth—uot discovered by 7ure, the saints mo enlivencd, cherished and
reason—not tuught by naturdl laws—theyare ooy otiened by the swest seeret nfluences
ouly found in the book of God, and thercfore w8 Ay S e W hen thev are
must contend earnestly for the hook as con-' . "‘l o 20U LAl it h‘?‘f ey |
taining the faith deliverdd wnto the saints, '8 clusel communion with their God—
We must not fail to teach men that natural | Broeks.
laws asd secondary causes are nothing apart . c . .
from God; that these laws are only lus fixed ; 1t is onc of the severest tests of friendship
order of procedure; that in Ilun aad not i to tell your friendof bis faults.  1f you ar
them we can see persouudity and ponee. Weo anzry with a -, or Lite him, itis not
must ot fear to teach men that in adiditien : hard to go to lim and stab him with words;
to all the indicatious of Diviue wicdem 22 Lt soto Jove wman that you canaot bear
1’0‘1@1‘ given thise laws, God kas ﬂ‘*"!"'i"}‘ s the wldu of sia upen hiw, and to
spoken out, “spoken at sundry times andinl "= "h" C o G T THIE L9
dli)vexs mant:mts.!” We must fieht the battle ; °P "‘;}‘ 1’:{’“{{4‘.“ ",“,*].{ “‘Ol,‘vh .)')‘ i '\vordc;,‘
of Tuspiration, for it is the great battle of the | T Ut is frlendslip.  Bat few bave su
present day; we must enter tae arena of the ; frictds.  Our cocurics usaally teach us what
evidences, and adapt our arguments to present | We are at the puiat of the sword. —Anony-
forms of error; vot, indecd, despising the work { mous.
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JFORWARD! FORWARD!
¥ORWARD!

A WORD TO THE ANXIOUS.

You have been awakened, conscience has
been alarmed ; you have begun to feel the
terrors of the law : you have heard the erack
of the whip, and felt it on yourback. You
are trying to escape from your sins; you
are not, as you used to le, a contented
bondsman, Lut you pant to Le delivered al-
together from sin in i}s power and its guilt.

You have been flying as best you could
from sin; but the whole of your sins are af-
ter you, and your conscience, with its quick
ear can hear the ~oand of threatening judg-
ment.  “Alas” your heast s saying, ““un-
less God help e, I shall b2 in hell”—
« Alas!” says your judgment, ¢ unless God
be merciful, I shall svon perish.” Every
power of your manhood is now upon the
alarm: the different parts of your hoartare
talking to one another, and they are all fore-
boding desperate mischief,

Now, what shall I do for you? Shall T
pray for you? Ay, that T will. Shall T bid
you pray? Av, that I may: and we may
blend our prayers together—¢¢ God be mer-
ciful to us sinners! Lord save us, or we pe-
rish” But, methinks, while T am praying
for you, I hear my Mastersaving, « Where-
fore criest thou untome ?  Tell them to go
forward, preach Chuist to them, instead of
praying any longer, or bidding them pray.

Deliverto them the message of the gospel
— Forward, sinner, forward to the cross!
Forward to the five wovnds! Forward to
the bloody sweat and to the erown of
thorns! Goforward to Lhe agonies of Geth-

semang, and to the death struggles of Gol- |

gotha. Forward! Forward to the place,

¢ Where the full atonement’s made,
Where the utmost ransow’s paid.’”

Tknow what you say. « Right before me
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val’s wrath., He did divide it; he went
through it himself when he suffered the
wrath of God instead of us. As you go
forward, you shall find Almighty justice
standing up as a protecting wall on either
hand, and vo longer rolling as a devouring
flood. Forward in the way of faith, in the
Saviour’s name; and when you have passed
through the dry bed of a sea, once deep
and stormy, you shall look back and ses
the deep sea swallowing up your sins, and
shall sing, « The depths have covered them,
there is not one of them left.” Forward
sinner, forward!

“Well,” saith one, “I will pray about
it.” Beware of substituting prayer for
, faith; faith is your present duty, “Believe
t on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt
ybe saved.”  « I will think about it a little
{longer.” Do no such thing, thinking is a
j very poor substitute for believing. For-
{ ward! forward at once and on the spot;

« Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
| thou shalt be saved.” ¢ButIam not fit
j to believe.”  Forward, in God’s name—
i forward! 'What have you to do with fit-

pess? God commandeth you to believein
{ his Son Jesus Christ.

Forward, is my message—I come not to
tamper with you, to deal with your «ifs”
j and ¢ buts,” and excuses, and peradventures.
{ Hell is behind you; you are shut up on
{the right hand and on the left by God’s
providence, your own fears, and divine jus-
tice; thera is but one way of safety, and
that is the way of faith. Iorward, sinner!
« Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be saved.” Why, some of you
have been frittering away your time, weeks,
and months, and years, thinking about it,
i praying about it, reading about it, hoping

about 1t, fearing about it, but never coming
to Jesus just as you are. It is all wrong
—it is all wrong. God’s command is nei-
ther work, nor feel, nor fear, but it is sim-
ple and plain.  Believe! Forward! Trust

rolls the great sea of God's wrath. I am  a Samiowr’s wounds; and trusting there,
surrounded with a dark, dark night, and I, there is life in a look at him, and you ara
see Bo light but the sheen of these terrible | saved.

waves of fire.  If I go forward, Gud’s eter-| O, I wish I could get behind somo of
nal wrath is in the way.” Forward, sin-; you and whisper a word in your ear, for I
ner, whatever may obstruct the wayj; let | know what Satan says. Ile says, « Tarry,
not hell jtself block up the road, for, do you ctarry, tarry ® - Al he loves to bhave yon
ot know that when Jesus is your leader, | in the plice of breaking forth of children,
Be will at once divide the Red Sea of Jeho- | that he muy vex and totment you, Go
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back,” sdys he, “go back?’ Ab, I know
he would like to have you 4t your old sing,
but you cannot go back if God bas once
brought you out of Egypt. I know what
he whispers. He says, “ It is of no use
going forward. If you believe in Jesus,”
says he, “you will
thou old liar, back! God never did permit
a man yetto walk in a path in which he
commanded him to go and not to walk
safely.

Forward, sinner, forward ! Christ is before
thee, and heaven in him is before thea. If
thou stayest where thou art, thou shalt di..
If thou goest forward, thou canst but die;
and, therefore, take the captain’s word, for
itis the word of the captain’s King— Speak
unlo the children of Israel that they go for-
ward.”—Spurgeon.

o

THE WANT OF THE AGE.

Not alittle is heard, now-a-days, about
« the wants of the age!”—Good men and
bad, wise men and unwise, real and false
philanthropists, the pulpit and the press, all
have much to say as to the demands of the
age, and the best way of supplying them.

The Fourietite tells us we must herd hu-
man beings, a3 we do eatle, the Agraiian,
that we must divide up property and land;
the agitator, that we must fall in with his
favourite scheme of excitement; the Swe-
denborgian that we must have faith in his
dreams; and the Mormon, that we must
bow down and worship in his temple.
Every one cries out, that the age must
adopt. kis views, or it is wndune! One
tells us the demand of theage s for uni-
versal education; another, that it requires
Iiberty of speech, person, and conscience;
and still another, that it must and will have
an upheaving of the social state, and per-
fect uniformity of social privilege and en-
juyment!

But as opposed 1o some, and far above
and beyond all these things, there is a
want, and itds the want of theage. Dsyou
ask what it is? Tt és e cosrEL! This
is what theage wants—pre-eminently and
supremely wants—and must bave for its
improvement and salvation.

The Bible is TaE buok of the aye—of this,
as of every age!—It is not antiquated, old-

1’3en'sh after all.” Back, i
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fashioned, outof date!—It needs no re.
modelling for the nineteenth: ceptury; and
ke is but a madman or a fool who pre-
tends it! The idle, who would beamused;
i the visionary, who prefers dreaming to ye.
ality ; the vicious, who would wallow inip.
dulgence, may turn away from it to novel-
 ties, excitement, or the wild schemes of
scepticism, delusion, selfishness, and lust,
But if souls are to be remewed, com-
munities benefited, the age regenerated, our
country and the world redeemed, it must
be by the Bible—by Christianity !

The lawless spirits of the age must yield
themselves to the law of God; the free
spirits of the age submit themselves to the
righteousness which is by faith: the proud
spirits of the age be humbled to acknow-
Jedge their dependence on the cross; the
depraved spirits of the age, be renewed by
the gospel of Christ as applied by the Holy
Spirit.  The great doctrines of the Bikle
must be made known, and the great du-
ties of the Bible pressed home on every
conscience, and heart, and life, in all their
power, and by all the sanctions of eternity!

The want of the age is the gospel; the
plaiu, unadulterated and unmeodified gospel
—the gospel preached from the pulpit,
taught n the familv and Sabbath schod),
sent forth in the Bible, and tract, and
printed volume, borne by the press, the
missionary, the colporteur, the private
Christian, to the city and wilderness—
N. E. Purilan,

AN EARNEST MINISTRY.

One clement in Johu the Baptist's character
was his carnestness. The phrase is familiar
10 us all;—it has passed into_a proverbial
saying.—* an earncst ministry.” Here was
{ a living exemplification of it; and its earnest-
i ness was the seeret of its power.  Johu (so°
tfar as we know) was neither polislied, nor
i learned, nor cloyuent.  Judging from the brief
y recorded  specimen of his preaching, he had
¢ nothing of the logical acumen and intellectaal
grasp of the great scholar of Gamaliel. His
sentences. as we have already said, are strong
—pointed—vigorous—epigrammatical;—the
arrowy words of a bold, outspoken wan,—
1o more. .
| But—mightier than all eloquence,and then
j all the logic and learning of the schools—his
winged appeals went forth from his inmost
heart. The words were these of ‘one Wwho

.
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deeply felt all he said,—whose every utterance | motives;—the world is.discerning (severely so,
came welling forth from the depths of an, sometimes,) inestimating character; and many
earnest soul. draw the couclusion, Eﬂas Ytoo often with
After all, this is what the world, what the | good reason 1) *These men, preach as.they
Church, wants,—a living earnestness. It is, may, are not in earncst;—~they are only skilfal
the earnest man who alone can stand the test, | players on an justrument. These pulpit
and shall alone be honoured in his work. ! orations are shams, ideal pictures, not counter-
Have we not manifold instances in proof of | signed by the life.” Hundreds go away from
this inour own times ?  Look at those places | the house of God with the smile on their face,

where there has been manifested o deep and

owing interest in divine things,—aud where

uadreds, before in a state of utter indifference
and death, have been brought to a knowledge
of the truth. What is the instrumentality
that has been employed? Often the very
weakest. Miristers of little intellectual encrgy,
—devoid of all the arts of oratory,~—who can
clothe their utterance only in the simplest
and radest garb;—but they are men in earnest;
—men who have their work at heart,—who go
to it in the spirit of believing prayer—ani-
mated by one predominating motive,—love
for souls and the glory of God. And where
there is this earnestness and heart-work, it is
pleasing to see those of cultivated minds, and
who may even be called fastidious hearersand
worshippers—many smong them far superior
to their instructors in natural and acquired
gifts and knowledge of life,—sitting and listen-
ing with docility to the “simplicity of the
trath” It is the old scene witnessed in the
Jordan wilderness,—those of strong and
vigorous intellect—hard-headed men of the
world—polished Pharisees—subtle Sadducees
—soldiers with Roman biood in their veins—
officers traiped in all court etiquette—wily,
farseeing tox-gatherers;—in one word, hun-
dreds skilled in the world’s logic,—shrewd,
knowing men of business,—coming and sitting
at the feet of this half-savage-looking hermit
—aman all unschooled in worldly art and
courfly manuners and the business of life—
and asking him, * Hhat shall we do2””

Aud the same characteristic which gave him
access to the hearts of the people, opened his
way to the heart of the Tetrarch. When no
other power could have reached the polluted
soul of Herod Antipas, the earnest truth of
the wilderness messenger cnabied hin to con-
front, face to face, the royal debanchee. He
honoured his earnestuess, though he hated his

iety.  Herod heard kim gladly” Why?

ccause he knew. that he was a just man and
aholy.”

.God grant usever an earnest ministry ! It
will be the mighty lever for a revival in its
noblest sense. Here is the grand theme for
the prayers of our people, that among minis-
tersand students there may be the infusion of
“the earnestlife.” It isthis alone which will
confonud the reasoning and surmises of o semi-
infidel world. The world is keen in scanning

and Ezekiel's words on their lips, * %, Lord
God, doth he not speak parables?” Ezek.
X3, 49.—~Macdu ff.

THE FULNESS OF JESUS.

I lay my sins on Jesus,
The spotless Lamb of God;
He bears them all, and frees us
From the accursed load.
1 bring my guilt to Jesus,
To wash my crimson stains
‘White in his blood most precious,
Till not a spot remains,

I lay my wants on Jesusj—
All fulness dwells in him.
He heals all my diseases,
He doth my soul redeem.
I lay my griefs on Jesus,
My burdens and my cares—
He from them all releases—
He all my sorrows shares,

I rest my soul on Jesus—
This weary sou! of mine §
His right hand me embraces,
I on his breast recline.
I love the name of Jesus,
Immanuel, Chvist, the Lord;
Like fragrance on the breezes,
His name abroad is poured.

I long to be like Jesus,
Mecek, lovely, lowly, mild;
I long to be like Jesus,
The Father's holy child.
I long to be with Jesus
Amid the heavenly throng,
To sing with saints his praises,
To learn the angel’s song.

Rev. Dr. Bonar.

The most dangerous infidelily of the
day is the infidelity of rich and orthodox
churches,— Beecher.
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MATERIALISM.
THE POSITIVE ARGUMENT AGAINST IT.
BY REV. W. B. CLARK, QUEBEC, C.E.

In two former articles we endeavoured
to remove the objections which have been
brought forward from Seripture, against
the immortality of the soul; and now,
without further preface, we shall proceed
to consider the direct Seriptural arguments
in support of that most important and
comforting doctrine.

It will generally be admitled by men
who are conversant with the subject, that
thought is not a property of matter, We
know well enough what the properties of
matter are; but thought is not one of them.
No one will say that flesh and blood, nerves
and sinews, bones and marrow can think.
Dut it may be alleged that, though these
canuot think separately, just as the parts
of a machine cannot move and exercise
power when in a slate of separation, yet
that in combination, when the wonderful
machine of the body is set up and put in
motion by the infusion of the principle of
life, it may think—just as the machine,
when set up and put in motion, can com-
municate power. But the possession of the
vital principle, whatever that may be, and
still more the possession of intellectual and
moral power, removes the human being to
an infinitely higher position; so that there
i3 no analogy between any machine, how-
ever exquisite ils contrivance and great its
efiects, and the living, intelligent human
being. The machine has no power of self-
motion, and must be moved by some power
from without. It can only collect and con-
centrate, and apply to some practical pur-
pose, a power which already exists. Ithas
Do consciousness, no will, no thought. And
these are the properties of mind, which is
something altogetber distinet from matter;
and though it may use it as a convenient

See # Good News,” pages 113 and 153,
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servant to accomplish its purposes, is altg
gether independent of it and may exist
without it.

Many imagine that, because the sonf
canuot be seen or perceived by any of the
senses, that therefore there is no evidenco
that it exists, A little observation and re-
flection, however, may convince any one
how inconclusive is such reasoning. We
cannot see the wind, but how great the
effects which it produces! Wae cannot ses
electricity when diffused throughout the
atmosphere, but it just as certainly exists
then, though imperceptible to the senses,
as when it explodes in the thunder-cloud,
or, in the flash of the lightning, produces
the most tremendous effects.  You cannot
sce this subtle substance on the wires of
the telegraph, or lingering about the instru-
ment worked with such consummate skill
by the practised operator; but what would
his skill avail without the influence of that
unseen agent, which carries, with the speed
of lightning, messages to almost any dis-
tance. Aud just so, though the soul of
man is invisible to the eye of sense, its
existence is manifested in its powerful
thoughts, its skilful contrivances and noble.
conceptions, by which its affinity to the
deity is demonstrated. )

What a comfort to think, that the de-
ductions of a sound philosophy are in such
beautiful accordance with Seripture, in re-
ference to this matter. For assuredly
there is nothing revealed in Scripture with
greater clearness and certainty, than the -
existence of a spirit in man, and its capa-
city of existing, in a state of conscious ac-
tivity, when separated from the body. The
doctrive is plainly announced in the words:
prefixed to this aticle; and the truth be-
comes still more stiiking when the words
are more literally translated, « Assuredly
there is a sphit in frail man” As if he
bad said, « Frail though man may be, thero
is & spiritual principle implanted in himby
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God; aud the inspiration of the Almighty | thy fathers.” Thig couid not refer to his
giveth him understanding.” burial.  God did not bury Josiah, but he
This truth is very plainly implied in an | promisesto convey his soul to the assembly
expression which repeatedly occurs in the | of the faithful departed, whilst his body
0ld Testament, with reference to the death | would be honourably buried by his friends
of eminent Hebrew worthies. Tha expres- | in peace.
sion is, # gathered to thy people.” Thus
Moses was commanded to go up into Mount | It was mentioned in our last article that
Nebo, and die in the mount whither he, the Hebrew word nephesh, often translated
had gone up, and be gatbered unto his | soul, originally breath, signifies a breath-
people.”  Now, that this gathering unto | ing frame, sometimes 2 person, sometimes
his people could not refer to lis body is 2 living creature, and in this sense it is
manifest; for we are told that God buried | applied not only to cattle, but once even
Lim in a valley, in the land of Moab, over  to fish.  Sometimes it is applied to a dead
against Beth-peor: but no man knoweth of | budy—a thing that has once breathed, It
hls sepulchre unto this day. This muel ! | has Leen alleged that it cannot be clearly
is certain, that mone of his fathers wure d«,monctmiul that it is ever applied to
buried in the land of Moab, and none of l what we understand by the soul. And
his people in the lonely spot where his|yet there are cases where I think it is
body was laid; so that the gathering here, clearly used in this sense. It is so, I think,
mentioned must refer to his spirit and not : in Gen. xxxv. 18, where we have an account
to bis body. So of Abraham, Ishmael, | of the death of Rachel. + And it came to
Isaac, Jacob, and Aaron, it is said that they ; pass,” it is said, “ as her soul was in depart-
were gathered to their people. Job makes | ing (for she died), that she called his name
a distinetion between the unhonored buua]lBenom I have no doubt in my own
of a rich and worthless man, and. this | ! mind, that this paseage is here quite cor-
gathering. «The rich man,” it is said, | vectly interpreted, though it is impossible
“shall Yie down, but he shall not be|lo demonsuate that the word here trans-
gathered. He openeth his eyes, and heis , lated soul may not signify simply dreath.
not.” That is, the vich wicked man shall | There is another passage of a similar na-
lie down in bis grave, but he shall not be | ture, where the same word is I think very
gathered among the assembly of departed | properly translated soul, where it cannot
saiots. He opencth his eyes in the fature | perhaps be proved beyond the possibility
state and he is not; 7.e. he is not gathered | of doubt that it may not signify breath.
among the righteous: he finds, to his cost, { You will find it in 1 Kings xvii. 21, 22:
that he is not. It is remarkable that a, « And he (Elijah) stretched himself upon
distinction is made in the word of God re- | the child three times, and cried unto the
garding the gathering of Josiah’s soul to Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray
bis fathers, and the gathering of his body | thee, Jet this child’s soul come into him
to the grave. “Behold,” says the Lord, 17 again. And the Lord heard the voice of
God, speaking through the prophetess Elmh and the soul of the child came into
Huldab, «Iwill gather thee to thy fathers, { him again, and he revived.” I have no
and thou shalt be gathered to thy gravein  doubt that this passage clearly indicates
peace.” This is a very remarkable expres- thut the soul is a distinet thing from the
sion, and appears 1o me to settle the ques- | body, and can live mdependently, of it}
tion. God says, “7 will gather thee toland such I believe is the opinion which
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every plain, unsophisticated mind
regarding it.

There a-» other passages which might
be quoted from the Old Testament in sup-
port of the doctrine of the immortality of
the soul; it must be admitted, however,
that this doctrine was not revealed with
such fullness and clearness in Old Testa-
ment times as afterwards, when Christ
“ brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel.” Instead, therefore,
of lingering on the less clear and satisfac-
tory revelations of the Old Testament, let
me direct your attention to the fuiler,
clearer, and more satisfactory slatements
with reference to this subject in the New.
And here the difiiculty is not so much to
obtein suitable passages in support of this
doctrine, as to make a judicious selection.
I shall direct your attention, in the first
place, to some of our Saviour’s sayings in
reference to this subject.

In Matthew x. 28, you will find these
words, “ And fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him which is able tc destroy
both soul and body in hell.” Here our
Saviour, in the plainest and most wnmis-
takeable terms, makes a distinction between
the soul and the body. Here he declares
that, though cruel persecutors might kill
the body, they could not reach the soul.
It is evident from this passage, that though
the body may pine to death in a dungeons
or perish in the flames, or on the cross or
the gallows, or by the sword of the execu-
tioner, the band of violence eannot reach
the soul.  And believers, when called upen
to suffer for conscience’ sake, are exhorted
Dot to fear those whose power extends only
to the body, but who cannot hurt the soul
—the nobler part of man; but to fear Him
rather who can ruin the soul as well as the
body in bell. From these words it appears
to me indubitable thay; if Janguage can be
depended upor for conveying a fixed and

will form

|
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certain meaning, our Saviour meant hery
to assure us, that man bas a soul as wel]
as a body—that the svul is not injured bj
violence done to the body, and can live iy
a state of separation from it, “In thi
passage,” says Dr. Fyfe, «the word rep.
dered soul plainly means something diffor-
ent from animal life, 'When the body is
killed, animal life is gone; but we lear
from the passage under consideration, and
from the parallel passages in the other 203
pels, thut after animal life is extinct, ther
is something still not killed with the body?

The next passage to which I shall direet
your attention, is that in which the Saddy.
cees attempted to puzzle our Saviour by s
captious question, avistug out of a story
which they probably invented, regarding
a woman who had Lad seven husbauds,
The question was, Whose wife should she
be at the resurrection, for the whole seven
had ber to wife? You will find this story
recorded in Matt, xxii. 23-33; Mark i,
18-27; Luke xx. 27-38. Here I would
remark, that the Sadducees denied not only
the resurrection of the body, but the fature
state. of existence altogethier. They were
thorough materialists, and believed *that
there is no resurrection, neither angel nor
spirit.” In order to show, therefore, the
possibility of the resurrection, our Lord had
first to show that death does not destroy
the soul of man; that when the bodyis
reduced to dust in the grave, the spirt
remains in a state of conscious existence,
and that the souls of the righteous still live
unto God. The Sadducees held thai thers
is no spirit of man, to exist after death;
that, a3 man is merely a material being,
when ihe body is dissolved by death he
censes to exist; and consequently, that thero
can be no resurrection, Christ, therefore,
had first this grand error of the Sadducees
1o refute—that thers is no future state of
existence—and the main objection to the
doctrine of the resurrection was vemoved
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And int ordeif to prové to them the future
gtata of existence from the law of Muses,
whose divine-authority they recognized, he
quotes to them the words which God spoke
to Moses in the bush, “I am the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the Ged
of Jacob,” and shows to them that, as God
is not the God of the dead but of the l#-
ing, it followed that these worthies were
then living, though thejr bodies had been
dead and buried many ages before. Our
Saviour's argument is founded on the verb
being used in the present tense—I am the
God of Abrabam. It is not I was, which
it would have been liad these worthies
ceased to exist—but I am, I am still their
God; from whick it is evident that they
were still living. Hence our Saviour says,
as his statement is more fully recorded by
Luke, ¢ For He i8 not a God of the dead,
but of the living., For all live unto Him.”
The expression “all Jive unto Him,” obvi-
ously means, all these departed worthies
live unto Him, « All the righteous dead,
all the dead of whom it can be said that
God is their God, live unto Him, serve
Him, live to promote his glovy.”

Perhaps it may be proper to state that
Principal Campbell, of Aberdeen, in his
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appear pertineni, and levelled against the

doctrine he wanted to refute. In the com-
mon version they are said to deny the re-
surrection, that is, that the soul and the
body shall hereafter bo re-united; and our
Lotd brings an argument from the Penta-
teuch to prove—what? not that they shall
be re-united (to this it bas not even the
most distant relation), but that the soul
survives the body, and subsists after the
body is dissolved. This many would have
admitted who denied the resurrection, Yet
so evidently did it strike at the root of the
scheme of the Sadducees, that they were
silenced Dy it, and, to the conviction of the
hearers, confuted. Now this, T will take
upon me to say, could not have bappened
if the fundamental errvor of the Sadducees
had been barely the denial of the resurrec-
tion of the body, and not the denial of the
immortality of the soul, or rather of its
actual subsistence after death. . . . .
If possible, the words in Luke xv. 88,
“all live unto Him,” make it still more
evident that our Lord cousidered this as
all that was incumbent on one who would
confute the Sadducees to prove, namely,
that the soul still continued to live after
the person’s natural death. It may

Translation of the GosPeIs, renders the; be objected, that in Matthew xxi. 28, there

word anastasis (commonly translated resur-
rection) in Matt. xxii. 23, and the parallel
passages in Mark and Luke, future life,”
or “future state.” Thesame interpretation
is put upon the word by the late President

is a clear veference to what is specially
called the resurrection, which, by the way,
is still clearer fr.. the mauner in which it
is expressed in Mark xii. 23, « In the ve-
sutrection therefore, when they shall rise,

Dwight of Yale College. And I mayadd whose wife shall she be?” This mode of

that these eminent men were as much dis-
tinguished for their candour and love of
truth, ‘as for their great learning and noble
intellectual powers. In his note on the
passage, Dr. Campbell says, « Not only is
the version here given a juster representa-
tion of the Sadducean hypothesis, at the
same time that it is entirely couformable
to the sense of the word; but it is the only
version which makes our Lord’s argument

expression, so like a tautology, appears to
me to have been adopted by that Evan-
gelist, on purpose 1o show that be used the
word resurrection here in a more confined
sense than he bad doue in-the preceding
part of the story. The Sadducee, as is
common with disputants, thinks it <ufficient
for supporting his own doctrine, to show
some absurdity in that of his antagonist;
and he considers it as furnishing him with
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a better handle for doing this, to introduce
upon the scene the woman and the seven
claimants all at once, who are no sooner
raised than they engage in contests about
their property in Lher.  But this is no rea-
son why we should not interpret our Lord’s
words and the words of the historian, re-
lating to the opinions of the sect, in all the
latitude which the nature of the subject
and the context evidently show to belong

to them,
{Zo be continued.)

IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD THERE
15 FULNESS OF JOY.

Tven in this world, where there is much of !
God, how sweet to the Christian is the sense |
of His presence, and friendship, and love !
What will it be in that world, where it is aff
of God? The foretaste is blessed—what
must be the fruition! 'The rays of the Divine
glory are gladdening—what maust be the full
blaze of that sun itsell'! *

My soul ! dost thou often delight to pause
in thy journey #—does faith love to ascend its

Pisgah-Mount and get a prospect of this Land |

of Promise 7 What is the grand feature and

element which swallows up all the circum-
stantialsin thy future bhss ?  Let Patriarchs,
Prophets, and Apostles answer—1t is “ Thy I
Presence.”  “lumy tlesh, Ishall see God .""
says one.  * Ishall b satisfied, says another,
“whes I awdie, with Thy likeness.” « They
shall see 1lis face,” says a third, Amid all!
the glowing vicions af acoming Heaven vouch-
safed to John in Patmos, there is QOue all-
glovious ohject that has ever a peerless and
ond distinctive pre-eminence—God himself,
There1s no eandie—W hy ?  “For the Lord i
God giveth them hght 17 There is no temple
—Why 2« Forthe Lord God and the Lamb
are the [Ulllp:\: thereol " The Saints dwell‘
in holy brotherLoad; but what is the mighty
bonnd of their wion—their chiefest joy 7
—“Tle that sittrth on the Throne dwells
among them !”  They have no longer the jo- |
tervention of ovdinauces and means—Why 2
Because “the Lamb thatis in the midst of
the Lhrone shu teed them, and lead them to
Jwing fountains of water I They no longer
draw on the sturdhouee of the Tromises——
Andwhy? Boew - God himself shall wi; e !
away all tears from their eyes ™ “No nap-!
kin,” says a holy man, “but His own imme- |
diate hand, shall wipe my sinful face !
Mysoul ! here is the true « Peniel’—where
you will “ see God face to face I”  Here is the

(in
; bave never before attempted to enlighten
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true “ Mahanaim"~where “the Angels of
God meet you!” Here is the true Cop.
wunion of Saints~—*The glorious fellow.
ship of the Prophets—the goodly felloy.
ship of the Apostles—the noble army of
Martyrs ” Yet all these latter will be'sub,.
seivient and subordivate to the firstwthe
vision and fruition of God! Even, the recog.
nition ofthe death-divided (thatsweet element
iv the Believer's prospect of bliss) will palo g
comparisen into a taperlight before this
“Glory that excelleth {”

Reader ! art thou among these *pure in
heart,” who are to £see God”? Remember
the Bible's solemn interdict—* Without holj-
ness no man shall see the Lord ”  Remember
its solemn admonition—* And every man that
hath this hope in him, purifieth himself eveq
as He is pure P’ To “see God I”  Oh ! what
preparation needed for so .aungust a contem-
plation ! Infinite unworthivess and nothing.
ness to stand in the presence of Infinife
Majesty, Purity, and Glory | ’

Can 1 wonder at the much discipline required
ere I can be thus “ presented foultless before
the presence of His glory”?  How will thege
needed farnace fires be dimmed into nothing
when viewed from the Sapphire throne!
~Macduff.

THE INFIDEL’S RETORT.

A preacher perceiving, on one oceasion,
among his hearer, an individual who was
known in the neighbourhood a8 a ringlead-
er of infidelity, was induced to hope that
some alteration had taken place in his views,

To ascertain whether such was the fact,
he called upon him the next day, and told
him how happy he had been to see him at
the preaching the previous evening, the
more s, as he had been given to understard
that he did not believe the gospel.

“ Nor vou either,” said the unceremo-
nious sceptic.

« What!” he exclaimed, «do you mean

sir, to call me a hypocrite #”

“ I call you no ill names, sir,” he cdolly
replied,  but what I mean to say is this,
you have known of my infidelity for, years,
and though I have lived all the while with-
a short distance of your dwalling, you

meas to these matters, a thing which, to do
you justice, I must believe you would have
done, had you thought them as important
as your creed would maks them; indéed,
I can bardly fancy that you would see me
going tuhell, and never try to save my soul,”
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ROMANCE IN PRAYER.

4121 regard iniquity in myheart, the Lord will
not hear x%e.”—-l’s. 1xvi. 138.

Wo often affront God by offering prayers
which we are not willing to have answered.
Theoretical piely is never more deteptive
than in acts of devotion. 'We pray for
blessings whick we kuow to be ac-
cordant with God’s will, and we persuade
ourselves that we desire those blessings.—
In the abstract, we do desire them. A
gane mind must be far gone in sympathy
with devils, ifit can help desiring all virtue
in the abstract.

The dialect of prayer established in
Christian usage, wins our trust; we sym-
patbize with its theoretical significance; we
find no fault with its intensity of spiritual
life. 1t commends itself to our conscience
and good sense, as being what the phrase-
ology of devout affection should be. An-
cient forms of prayer are beautiful exceed-
ingly. Their hallowed associations fascin-
ate us like old songs, In certain imagina-
tiva moods we fall into delicious reverie
over them. Yet down deep in our heart
of hearts we may detect more of poetry
than of piety in this fashion of joy. We
are troubled, therefore, and our countenance
is changed. ‘

Many of the prime objects of prayer
euchant us only in the distance. Brought
near to us, and in councrete forms, and
made to grow life-like in our conceptions,
they very sensibly abate the pulse of our
longing to possess them, because we can-
ot but discover that, to realize them in
our lives, certain other darling objects
must be sacrificed, which we are uot yet
willing to part with. The paradox is true
to the life, that a man may even fear un
answer to his prayers.

A very good devotee may be a very
dishouest suppliant. 'When he leaves the
height of meditative abstraction, and as
we very significantly say in our Saxon
plirass, comes to himself, he may find that
his true character, his real self, is that of
no petitioner at all. His devotions have
been dramatic. The sublimities of the
closet have been but illusions. He has
been acting a pantomime. He has not
really desired that God would give heed
to him, for any other purpose than to
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give him an hour of pleasurable devotiona}
excitement, That his objects of prayer
shouldt actually bainwrought into his char-
acter, and should live in his own con-
sciousness, is by mno means the thing he
bas been thinking of, and is the last thing
he is ready just now to wish for. Ifhe
hasa Christian heart buried up anywhere
beneath this heap of pietism, it is very
probable that the disecvery of the burlesque
of prayer of which he has been gnilty,
will transform his fit of romance into some
sort of hypochondriacal sufferiug. De-
spoudency is the natural ofispring of the-
atrical devotion.

Let us observe this paradox of Chris-
tian life in tavo or three illustrations.

An envious Christian—we must tolerate
the contrudiction; to be true to the facts
of lifs we must join strange opposites—an
envious Christian prays, with becoming
devoutness, that God will impart to him a
generons, loving spirit, and a conscience’
void of offence to all men. His mind is
in a solemn state, bis heart is not insensible
to the beauty of the virtues which he
seeks. His posture is Jowly, his tonessin-
cere, and self-delusion is one of those pro-
cesses of wealiness which are facilitated by
the deception of bodily habitnde. His
prayer goes ou glibly, till conscience grows
unpatient, and reminls him of cortiin of
his equals, whose prosperity stivs up within
him that «envy which is the rottenness of
the bones.”

What then? Very probably he quits
that subject of prayer, and passes to an-
other, on which his counscience is not so
eagle-eyed. But after that glimpse of a
hidden sin, how do the clouds of estrange-
ment from God seem to shut him in,
dark and damp and chill, and his prayer
become like a dismal pattering of rain’!

An ambitious Christian prays that God
will bestow upon him a humble spirit.—
Ho volunteers to take a Jow place Lecause
of his unworthiness. He asksthat he may
be delivered from pride and self-seeking.
He repeats the prayer of the publiean, and
the Lenediction upun the poor in spirite—
The whole group of the virtues kindred to
humility seems to him as radiant as the
Graces with loveliness. He is sensible of
no check inthe fluency of his emotions,
till, kés conscience, too, becomes angry, and
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dashes the little eddy of goodness which is
just now covering up the undertow of sel-
fishuess that imperils his soul.  If then be
is not melted intQ tears at the disclosure of
Iis heartlessuess, that prayer probably
eands in a clouded brow, and a foverish,
querulous sell-conflict.

A revengeful Christian prays that he
may have a meek spirit; that he may be
harmless as doves; that the synonymous
graces of forbearance, long-sutiering, pa-
tience, may adorn bis life; that he may
put away bitterness, and wrath, and anger,
and clamour, and evil-speaking, with all
malice; that that mind may be found in
bim which was also in Christ. At the
moment of this.devotional episode in his
experience, he feels, as Rousseau did, the
abstract grandeur of a magnanimity like
that of Jesus, There is no doubt about
the fervour of his theoretic love of such an
ideal of character; and he is about to take
courage from bis rapture, when his con-
science Lecomes impertinent, and mocks
liim, by thrusting upon his Jips the words
which are death to his conceit— “ Forgive
me as I forgive” 1If them he is not
shocked into self-abhorrence at the ghast-
liness of his guilt, he probably exhausts
that howr of prayer in palliations and
compromises, or in reckless impositions
upon the forbearance of God.

A lugurious Christian prays, in the
good set phrases of devotion, for a spirit
of self-denial; that he may endure hard-
ness a8 a good soldier of Christ; that he
may take up the cross and follow Christ;
that he may be ready to forsake all that he
hath, and be Chuist’s disciple; that he may
not live unto bimself; that he may imitate
Him who went about doing good,—
who became poor that we might be rich,
and who wept over lost souls. In sucha
prayer there may be, consciously, no in-
sincerity, but a pleasurable sympathy,
rather, with the grand thoughts and the
grander feeling which the language por-
trays,  The heart is buovant with its
gaseous distension to the bounds of its
great swelling words,

This lover of the pride of life does not
discover his self-iuflation, till conscience
pricks bim with such goads as these:
« Are you living for the things you are
praying for #”—« What one thing are you
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doing for Ohrist which -costs you self-
denial "¢ Are you seeking for opportu.
nities to deny yourself, to save soulsi”’—
# Ave you willing to be 2ke Him who had
not where to lay his head #""— Qap ¥
be baptized with the baptism that He was
baptized with®’ If, then, this effeminate
ongis not roused to a more Christ-like
life by the uncovering of his hypoerisy,
what a sickly murmuring of self-reproach
fills his heart at the collapse of that
prayer?

Such is human nature; such, but by
the grace of God, are we all. We must
be dull inspectors of our own hearts, if
we have never discerned there, Inrking
beneath the level at which sin breaks ot
into overt crime, some single offence—
an offence of feeling, an offence of habit’
in thought, which for a time has spread
its infection over the whole character of
our devotions, We have been self-con-
victed of falsehood in prayer; for, though
praying in the full dress of sound words,
we did not desire that our supplications
should be heard at the expense of: that one
idol.

Perhaps that single sin has woven it
self like a web over large spaces of .our
life. It may bave run like a shuttle to
and fro in the texture of some plan of life,
on which our conscience bus not glared
fiercely as upon a crime, because the usage
of the world has blindfolded consciencs
by the respectability of such sin. Yet
it has been all the while tightening its
folds around wus, repressing our liberty in
prayer, stopping the life-blood and stiff-
ening the fibre 6f our moral being, till
we are like kneeling corpses in our wor-
ship.

11)‘hat"is a deceptive wotion which at-
tributes the want of unction in prayer to
an arbitrary, or even inexplicable, with-
drawment of God from the soul. Aside
from the operation of physical causes,
where is the warrant, in reason or reve-
lation, for ascribing joylessness in praysr
%o any other cause than some wrong in
the soul itself! What says an old pro-
phet? «Behold, the Lord’s ear is nof heavy
that it cannot hear; but your iniquities
have separated between you and your
God. Your sins have hid his face from
vou, Therefore, we wait for light, but
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peliold obscurity; for brightness, but we
walk in darkness. We grope for the
wall like the Dblind; we grope asif we
bad no eyes: we stumble at noonday as
in the night; we are in desolate places as
dead men”  Could words describe more
truthfully, or explain more philosophically,
that phenomenon of religious experience
which we call the ¢ hiding of God’s coun-
tenance "

It does mot require what the world

rouounces a greet sin, to break up the
gerenity of the soul in its devotional
hours. The experience of prayer has de-
licats complications. A little thing, se-
croted there, may dislocate its mechanisin
and arrest its movement. The spirit of
prayer is to the soul what the eye is to
the body,—the eye, so limpid in its na-
ture, of such fine finish and such intricate
convolution in its structure, and of so
sensitive nerve, that the point of a needle
may excruciate it, and make it weep itself
away.

Even a doubtful principle of life, har-
boured in the heart, is perilous to the
peacefulness of devotion. May not many
of us find the cause of our joylessuess in
prayer, in the fact that we are living
upon some unsettled principles of con-
duct? We are assuming the rectitude
of cowses of life with which we are not
ourselves honestly satisfied. I apprebend
that there is very much of suspense of
conscience among Christians upon sub-
jeets of practical life, on which there is
no suspense of action. Is there not a
pretty large cloud-land covered by the
usages of Christian society? And may
not some of us find ¢here the sin which
infects our devotions with nauseous in-
cense ?

Possibly our hearts are shockingly de-
ceitful in such iniquity. Are we strangers
to an experience lika this—that when we
mourn over cold prayers as a misfortune,
we evade a search of that disputed teritory
for the cause of them, through fear that
we shall find it there, and we strugule to
satisfy ourselves with an increase of spiri-
tual duties which shall cost us no sacrifice?
Are we never sensible of vesisting the
hints which the Holy Spirit gives us in
parables, by refusing to look {hat way for
the secret of our deadness—saying, «Not

that! Oh no, not that] But let us pray
more”

Many a doubtful principle in & Chris-
tian mind, if once set in the focus of &
conscience illumined by the Holy Spirit,
would resolve itself into a sin, for which
that Christian would turn and look up
guiltily to the Master, and then go out
and weep bitterly.—Still FHour.

ADDRESS TO CHILDREN.

Now your cheeks are young and blooming,
Light your footsteps, light your hearts;

Gladsome hope of goodness coming,
Cheering thoughts to you imparts,

But, in life's spring-time, remember
All will not true joy afford,

And, while yet vour hearts are tender,
Seck, O children, seek the Lord.

Life is not devoid of pleasure—
We have felt it, so have all;
Dealt out with impartial measure,
1t is shared by great and small.
But, amid its sweetest blossoms,
O! how many thorns aye stored,
That give trouble to our bosoms;
Seek, then, children, seek the Loxd,

" Now your bright eyes beam with gladness,

Few your cares, and few your fears,

Yet shall many days of saduess
Meet you in this vale of tears.

Trials will come and sickness ail you,
From which friends no help afford;

But one Friend will never fail yous
Seek, O children, seek the Lord.

Love not carth’s uncertain riches,
Oft they vex us when they're gained,
Nor the folly that bewitches, .
But brings ruin in the end.
Seek for treasures more enduring—
Treasures in God’s Holy Word—
Which Ghrist suffered, in procuring;
Seck, O children, seek the Loxd.

He will grant you His salvation,
He will make your joys abound,
Keep you here from sore temptation,
Lead your souls to heaven beyond. '
More than parents, sisters, brothers,
Let this Friend be loved, adored;
He's the Friend above all others,
Seek, then, children, seck the Lord.

RocKwWOOD, A, N,
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NOT AT HOME IN HEAVEN.

What were the most tempting banquet
to one without appetite, sick, Joathing the
very sight and smell of food ?

To aman stone-deaf, what the boldest
blast of trumpet, the roll of drums, stirring
the soldier’s soul to deeds of daring valour,
or the finest music that ever fell ou charm-
ed ear, and seemed to bear the spirit onl
its waves of sound up to the gates of heaven ? !
v What to one entively Dlind,a scene to
which beauty has lent its charms, and
sublimity iis grandeur—the valey dad in
a many-coloured robe of flowers, the gleam- |
ing lake, the flashing carcade, the foaming
torrent, the dark-climbing forest, the brave |
trees that cling to the frowning crags, the
rocky pinnacles, and, high over all hoary |
winter looking down on summer fivin Ly
throne, on the Alps’ untrodden suows ? !

Just what heaven would be to man with |
his ruined natare, bis low passions, and his {
dark guilty conscience. lncapable of ap- |
preciating its holy beauties, of enjoying itsi
‘holy happiness, he would find nothing there
todelight bis senses.  How he would wan- {
dev.in what its pleasures lay; and suppos- !
ing him once there, were therea placs of |
safety: out of it, how he would loug to Le
away, and keep his eye ou the gatg to
wateh its opening, and cscapu as fiom a
doleful prison!

Such su inheritance were to such a man |
like the gift of a noble library to a plumed, |
ainted savage, As, ignorant of lemers,g
be stalked from hall to ball, mnid the wis-

\ . i
dom of bygone ages, andaviied Listoticis
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more lonely than ' desort island,  Naither
angels nor sniuts would seek your com any,
nor would you ssek theirs. Unably u;

| join in therr Lallowed employments, to e

pathise with, or even to understand { elr

Loly joys, you would feel more desolaty -

in heaven than wo have done in thd heart
of a great city, without one friend, jostled
by crowds, but crowds who spoke a lup.
guage we did uot understand, aud  werg
alivns  alike in dress and manners, in lag.
guage, blood, and fuith.— Quthrie,

DEVELOPMENT O THE MORAL
SEXSE OF LIFE. ’

We are prone to magise that our temp
tativus wie peculiar ;—tlat other hearts are
free {from secret hurdens that oppress our ép.
ereies, and cast a cloud npou our joy ; that
Late has for others a freer movement, apdg
less embarrassed way. TPutin no one hy
God made the human heart to cavol ils
thoughtless song of joy ; and the shadow of
our moral bemg resls darkly on us all. We
canuot tuke the world as it comes, enjoying
what it offers, and passiny by jts suiferings
and its burdens with our lightest touch j~
we geb dnoived o the weep uestions of
Coticience and Duty, and the sense of Re
sponsibility stilis the carol of the spirit, and

| suffers no inan to repose withouta trouble o

the bosom of life.

Infinite are the ways.in which the devices
and sims of the Moral Nature break the in-
stinetive ' ppiess that hives for the day, asd
forgets tuo moitow ; but effectually this
awukening of deeper and sadder life takes
place in all; and’ struggle, fear, disappoint-
meunt, the partial feeling of an unfilled Destiny,
the restless waviugs of” anceértain’ Hopes, are

eyes over the unappreciated treasures, how 'in the heart ofevery man who has risen buba
hie would sigh to be hack to his native for-{ step above the animal life, The more we
ests, where he might sit amony; his tribe at | know of what passs 1a the miuds of others, the

tho council fire, or raise his war whoop, or
hunt down the deer!

People talk strangely of guing to Leaven
when they dia; but what gratification could |
it possibly afford a man whoso enjoyments
are of a sensnous or sensual natu, e—whose

only pleasure lies in the acquisition of world-

ly objects, or the gratification of brutal ap-
petites?

Youhope to go to heaven. T hope you
will. But, unless your heart is sauctified
and rvenewed, what were heaven to you?

An abhorrent vacuum. The day that |
took you there would eul all cijoyment,
and throw you, a caslaway, upon a solitude |

mote our {ricuds dizclose to us their secret
consciousness, the more do we learn that ne
man is peculiar in his moral experience—
that beucuth tite sinvuthest suifuce of outward
Jife lie deep cares of the hearl——and that if we
fall under our burdens, ave fall beneath the
temptations that are common to man, the ex-
istence of which othwrs as little suspeet in us
as we do in thewn, We bave but the trials
that arve jncident of bumanity ;—there i
nothing pecaliar in our case—and we must
tuke up our burdens in-faith of heart that, if
we are earnest, and trifle pot with templa-
tions, God will support ‘us, as, inthe past
fidelity of lns Providency, he has supported
others as heavily laden as ourselves~—J. £
Thom, :

P I L gy
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MARY MAGDALENE;
OR,THE FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE RISEN
+ SAVIOUR.

In Joseph's garden, and at Joseph's
éepulchre, a woman is crouching in grief.
She came to weep, but she did not expect
to find an empty tomb. Her heart is
heaving, big with sorrow, as her tear-
bedimmed eyes are attempting to gaze
into the vacant vault. But as she stoops
to look through the grey morning light,
the sight startles her, for there in the rock-
hewn torab she sees two angels sitting in
solemn contempiation. Her sobs arrest
their. attention, for a woman's tears melt
even the hearts of angels. % Woman, why
weepest thou?” is their sympathizing en-
quity. - “Because they have taken away
> my Lord, and I knov not where they havo
¢ laid Him,” is her heart's reply. How fow
i Marys arp there in the.world! How few
there are who weep for a lost Saviour!
Would that there were more, for he ever
draws nigh to such sorrowing ones with
sweet words of comfert. And here he
comes to Mary, for the sound of the ap-
preaching footstep which turns her atten-
tion round, is that of Jesus, who has come
to surprise her, and to give her beauty for
ashes, and' the oil of joy for mourning, and
the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness, “Woman, why weepest thou?
whom seekest thou?” ave his soothing
words. She, taking him {o be the gar-
dener, pleads with beseeching teuderness.
«8ir, if thou hastborne him hence, tell me
where thou hast laid him, and I will take
him away.” Jesus listens in silence, and
stands for a moment beholding, for bhe
loves to look upon such tears as those
which trickled down her cheeks, It was
to him a better tight than that of hosts of
angels, with golden harps ranked up to do
him honour. He gazes with delight, be-
cause in her he sees of the travail nf his
+ &oul and is satisfied. Then in his gentle,

i

o
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well known and heavenly accents, he says
“ Mary™™ It is enough, There was more
than magic in his voice. That one word
brightens up her eyes with joy. She
neither asks for a sight of the nail-pierced
hands, nor of the spear-thrust side. «Rab-
boni!” «Master!” she exclaims, whilo she
casts herself & worshipper at his feet, That
familiar voice had, before now, sent sun-
beams of gladness into her durk, despair-
ing soul. Jesus, however, tells her to re-
serve her adoration until he had entered
on his celestial glory. Her duty now is,
not to lie a worshipper at his feet, but to
go and tell his brethren that he was soon
to ascend to His Father and their Father,
and to His God and their God. Mary,
elated with gladness, quickly bears the
tidings to his disconsolate followers—tlre
tidings that Jesus had indeed risen from
the dead,and that she had seen and talked
with Him. She had gone to the grave
weoping; now she returns rejoicing; for
that Saviour who had dothroned the idols
of her heart is alive again, and is still the
same loving one he had ever been! «O!
what am I,” sbe would rexson with her-
self, *that my Eord hath appeared thus
unto me?”’  But it was so like Jesus to'do
as he did then, and ke s the same yester-
day, to-day, and for ever. Any who will
come weeping to contemplate a erucified
Saviour in the tomb, even though viler
than Mary Magdalene ever was, shall soon
know of a {ruth that Christ is risen indeed,
that they are risen with Him, and that
soon, where he now is there shall they also
be.” XY Z

Saran.~—If Satan doth fetter us, 'tis in-
different to him whether it be Ly a eable,
or & hair; nay, perhaps the smallest sius are
his greatest stratagems.— Fuller,

SeLr.—Do you want to know the man
against whom you have most reason to
guard yourself? Your looking-glass will
give youa fair likeness of his face.— Whately,
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‘PILGRIM STANDFAST. desired-to follow-Chiist. When he aske
. — - ber if she was willing to-sacrifice them {o
A staunch old pilgrim he was, as ever | His sake, she was for -a.time much i
set out forthe celestial city. No persecu- | turbed; but at length, taking off the.gay
tions, nor any allurements of pleasure, | necklace, which was her especial pride,
«could turn bim aside from the right way. | she said with sweet -and touching sig.
Such a pilgrim was sturdy John Knox, |plicity: I love Christ more than (hig
who, when the lords of Queen Mary’s| Can we all, when the world holds oy
court bade him stop bis preaching, giving | its glittering baits to us, lay them asige
him but one alternative—¢silence, or the | with the same steadfast spirit, and say
gallows”™—wonld make answer:—“My |with her, “I love Christ more thay
lords, you are mistaken if you think you | these ¥’— Clristian Chronicle.
can intimidate me by threats to fdo whatl
conscience and God tell me I never
shall do. Be it known to you that it is
a matter ¢f no import.'mce to me, when I When she changed worlds, and beforz
have finished my work, whether my |that time, what was she to otherst A
bones shall bleach in the winds of|small, old, delicate woman. What wy
heaven, or rot in the bosom of ‘the | gpe to us? A radiant, smi]ing ange]’ dpoi
earth.” whose Lrow the sunshine of the eternal
The same Standfast blood beat strong!world had fallen. We Jooked. into her
in the heart of the martyr Hooper, when !large, tender eyes, and saw not as other
he went with a firm step to the fatal|did, that her mortal garment had waxed
stake. “1%m come hitber to end this!old andeeble; or if-we saw this, il was-no
life,” he said, “because I will not gainsay | symbol .of decay, for beyond :and within,
the truth I have formerly tauaht you.” | we recognized Zer in:all herbeauty. Ol
And when a pardon from the Queen was | how heavy and bitter would have been her
set before him, he eried out with a deter- | Jong and slow decline, if we had seen ber
mined voice, « If you love my soul, take|grow old instead of young. The dap
it away; take it away.” The price of that | that hastened: to give her birth inw eter
pardon, he well knew, must be a denial of |'nity, grew brighter and. brighter, unti
the faith. So Bishop Latimer, swhen!when mémory wandered back, it had mo
summoned before «the bloody Mary,” | experience so.sweet as those through which
said, “I go as willingly to London, to give}she was passing. The long life, with its
an account of my faith, as ever I went!youthful romance, its prosaic cares, ifs
to any place in my lfe” As he rode!quiet sunshine, and deep tragedies, was
through Smithfieid—1bat spoi which bad |.culminating to its earthly close; and like
such a baptism of martyr’s Mood—he !some blessed story thas appeals to the
said, ««Smithfield has groaned for me alheart in its great pathos, the .ond was
long time.” { drawing near, all clouds were volling away,
Perhaps it is quite as hard for Standfast! and she was stepping forth into the bril-
to pursue his integrity amidst the tempta- | lianey of prosperity.  Selfishness censed to
tions and pleasures of the warld, as in the I'weep under the light of her cheerful glance,
fires of persecution. Where persecution |and grew to be congratulation. Beside
has slain its thousands, worldliness has! her couch we sat, and traced with Joving
slain its tens of thousands. fancy the new Jife soon to open before her;
A poor woman in India, who had em-| with tears and smiles we traced it. Doubts
braced Cluistianity, was offered back the ! never mingled, for from earliest childhood
jewals and money which Lad been taken | we had no memories of her inconsistent
from her, on condition that she would re-1 with the expectations of a Christian.. Degp
turn to her old veligion; but she veplied:iin our souls there lay gratitude that her
« Ohmo, I wonld ratherbe a poor Chris-| ntorning drew near; beautiful and amazing
tian than a rich heathen.” it seemed that she would naver more bow
And still another Mr. Judson tells us| to-the stroke of the chastener; fresh cour-
of, who-was very fond of her jewelry, yet | age descended from on'high,as we realized

MOTHER.
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that there was.an end to suffefing; it was ‘ under the snow like past hopés; but what
difficult to credit that her discipline was | of them? I see only the smile of God's
nearly over; how brief it had been com-lsunshine. I sec in the advancing future,
pared with the glorious existence it had | love and peace—only infinite peace!

won her. How passing sweet were her
assurances that:she should leave us a while
longer on earth with childlike trust, know-
jng that our own souls needed to stay, and |  The world was made {o be inhabited
that the destiny of others needed it. But | Ly beasts, but studied and contemplated
the future seemed very near to her, and Ly man; 'tis the debt of our reason we
shesaw us gathered around her in her ever- | owe unto. God, and the homage we pay
Jasting home. She grew weaker, and said | for not being beasts. Without this, tho

THE ,USE OF MAN.

Yer last words to us.  Throughout the last
day she said but little, but often her tender
eyes were riveted upon us; they said,
« Farewell! farewell " In the hush of the
chamber, a-faint Aolian-like strain came
from her dying lips; it sounded as if it
came from afar; then the angels were tak- l
ing her to their companionship. She sofly
fell-asleep, resigning her worn-out body to
us, and ske entered Heaven.

Ah! do we apprehend what a glorious
event it is for the “pure in heart” to die?
We look upon the bride's beauty, and see

world is still as though it had not been, or
as.it was before the sixth day, when as yet
there was not a creature that could con-
ceive, or say there was a world. The
wisdom of God receives small honor from
those vulgar heads that rudely stare about, .
and with a gross rusticity admire his
works. Those highly magnify Him whose
judicious inquiry into his acts, and delib-
erate research iato his creatures, return
the duty of & devout and learned admira-
tion.

LEvery essence, created or uncreated,

Era N

in the vista before her anguish and tears, ; hath its final cause, and some positive end,
.and but transient sunsbine. The beauty , botix of its essence and operation. This
fades, the splendour of life deciines to the  is the cause T grope after in the works of
worldly eyes that gaze upon her. Deafnature. On this hangs the providence of
and blind are such gazers, for the bride, God. To raise so beaunteons a structure
sy daily be winning imperishable Leauty, | as the world and the creatures thereof
yet it ds not for this world. A most sad, ; was but his act; but their sundry and
a melancholy thing it seems when children | divided operations, with their predestin-
-of alarger growth judge their parents by | ated ends, are from the treasury of His
their frail and decaying bodies, rather than | wisdom . . .

by their spirits, And more deeply sad; There are no grotesques in nature; not
still is it, when the aged Jearn through the, anything framed to fill up empty cantons
young to feel that the freshness of exist-) and unnecessary spaces . . . What
ence has gone by. with them. Gone by ?, reason may not go to schouvl to the wis-
when they are waiting to be born into a, dom of bees, ants, and spiders? What
new and vast existence that shall roli on in jwise band teacheth them to do what
inereasing majesty, and never reach an reason camnot teach us?  Ruder heads
end! Gone by? when they have just,stand amazed at those prodigious pieces
entered life, as it were! The glory and of nature, whales, elephants, dromedaries,
sweetness of living is going by only with ; and camels,, These, I confess, are the
those who are turning away their faces colossuses and majestic pieces of His band.
from the Prince of Peace. Sweet mother?, But in these narrow engines.there is more
sheis bre;ztbing vernal airs now, and with |cuu-ious inathematics; anl the civility of
erery breath a spring-line Jife and joy are | these Jiitle citizens mq.. neatly sots forth
wafted through her being. Mother, beau- | the wisdom of their Maker.  Tcould never
tiful aud beloved ! some sweet, embryo joy | content my contemplation with those gen-
fills the chambers of my heart as I con- | eral pieces of wonder, the flux and reflux
template -the ‘scenes with which she is be- | of the sea, the increase of the Nile, the con-
coming familizr. Dead and dreary Winter | version of the needle to the north; and
tobes the earth, mnd autumn leaves lio | -have studied to mateh axd parailel those
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in the more obvious and neglected pieces
of nature, which, without further travel, 1
can do, in the cosmography of myself.—
We carry with us the wonders we seek
without us. There is all Africa and her
prodigies in us. We are that Lold and
adventurous piece of nathre, which he
that studies wisely Jearns in a compendium
what others labor at in a divided piceeand
cendless volume—~Sir Thomus Drowne.

.0 — -

SLAVERY TO HABIL

The following horrible illustiation of the
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Sabbath Sehool Lessons
April 241k, 1864,

ats

SAMSON'S BIRTH.
Read Judges xiii. 8-25.

(Connection—While Isracl’s gin brought on then
- the chastiscent of tho Ammonites in the east of
their country, the westorn tribes were exposed tothe
| tyranny_of the Philistines. The tribo of Ephrain
supphied a deliverer in Jephthah against the formey
cnemy, and now from the tribe of Dan aleader asises
agamsttho Philistines. Snnson’s government begay
about B.c. 1141; Jephthah's twenty years earlier)

I. The Aungel’s Visit. .
Ver. 8-14. The angel had already visite]

force wit]{ whigh the habit of .intcml.erance , Mavoal’s wife while alone, and foretold San
clings to its victims, was given by Mr. son’s birth. Her husband prayed for anofhe
Gough at a Jate temperance meeting, and ; visit, and it was granted. ¥t had been tolf
vouched for by Mr. Gough as having come [that this child was to_deliver Tsrag], aod
within his own observation:—A young | Manoah seems to have sincerely wished direc-
man had broken the heart of his wife by his! g,"“‘ _The avgel told nothéyg additional ty
intemperate habits, and she was lying on'! v:)swp‘eﬁ‘;}?ﬂﬁ‘ﬁ:‘:ﬁ?gﬁ;ﬁ%ﬁf: tz}aﬂf‘“
her bed of death.  He was kneeling by her, | 1.0 Jutie 1 SUL L0 Teach bin

; ) the duties of a parent:
watching the breath which was fast fleet-! Nazarite.p «One separated,” see Nun

ing away, as she besonght him with im- vi. Their vows bound them to abstain from
passioned agony o indulge no Jonger in !all produce of the vine—from all ceremoni]
that intoxieating draught which had killed , defilement—and from cutting the hair of the
lier, and was fast hurrying him to the, head. This is the only instance -of God in-
drunkard’s grave.  His heart was melted { Posing such an obligation.
by her entreaties, and he promised that he IL The Sacrifice. ;
would drink no more till he received the, Verses 15-21. Hospitality and wonle
cup from ber hand. She died, but scarcely | prompted the request for the messenger’s stay -
had the breath departed, when the mad- ! e was evidently taken for some propliet of
dening desire for liquor returned. He i God sent from a distaut part of the contry.
poured out the draught, but the thought * Lven his refusal to tell ]u§ name did not lead
of the oath so solemnly pledged ﬁiued;? the suspicion th:‘xt. ho was more than men. .

JEE PR See Gen. xxxii. 29; Isa. ix. 6. .
across his miud, and he desisted.  But the Qffered it upon a rock. No hewn son
habit was t00 strong to Le wiercome. e | pas permitted to form God's altar. ’
returned to the chamber of death, filled a

i The ascent of the angel was similar to the

cup with the liquid fire, rised the inanm- ‘ shewn Gideon. Manoah kwew the rank o

mate arm of his wife, clasped her cold fin- 1 his gnest when be was gone. So it is ofie

gers around the cup and drained its con- | Probably this visit was intended to couim
the faith of Manoab.

tents to the very dregs.
If this man was not a slave where shall} I1T. Sainsou’s Birth.

we find one? No thrldom of man to! Ver 22-25. We shall surdy die. Ths.
¥nan can be compared with this. Iorsuch [1des of death following sttch visions may b

' traced to Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 30; and gains
| plausibility from Ex. xxxiii. 20. Manoabs -
-} wife, who seems to have been stronger &
{ fauth aud m mind than her uusbang, urgd
t against his conclusion God's present kindnes
t and lus promuse for the future,

t  God blessed him. We know he ¢onquer?
1 and was saved by faith, Heb. xi. 32 ; thougt
s he fell gnievously into sin. The Spiritmord
iim. In early life, among. the warrioys of I
} tribo, he showed his praweas.

a victim there is but one rure—Regenera-
tion! “Ye must be born again.”

Toszutr.—Give not thy tongueion great
hberty, lest it tahe thee prisoner. A word
unspohen, s Like the sword in the scablard,
thine; if veuted, thy sword is in another’s
hand. 1f thou desire to be held wise, Le
50 wise a3 to hold thy tongue.— Quarles.




THE GOOD NEWS.

APPLICATION,

1. Those who horestly desire God's guid-
ance will getit. Abrabam's servant, Gen.
sxiv. 12; Moses, Ex. xx1ili. 15; Psal. xxxvii.
93. So Manoah, ver. 8

9. None are too young to be Gods,
Jamson was 60 from his birth. God can give
a new heart and preparg for his service while
very young. So Samuel-—John the Baptist
—Timothy. You should be God's already.
e serve Satan too long, 1 Pet.iv.3. Noane
gver repent of beginning too soon.

3, God alone can make men either great
or good. God kuows what each child will
be before it is born—Jacob and Esau. Se
God sent Moses—Jerémiah, Jer. i. 5; Cyrus,
Tsa. xlv. 1; John Baptist, Luke i. 15-17, into
tho world—~to do a great work for Him, Eph.
jv.11; 1 Cor. zv. 10. You have your work
—jyour duty—do it, ;

4. What the child is, the man will be.
Grown larger, but still the same, like a young
pont. A foolish, a lazy, a wicked boy, will
generally be a foolish, lazy, or wicked man.

(1.) What are you now? Samson early

" was in the camp, ver. 25—Samuel early
at the temple—Christ early about His
Tather's work. T'ry and pray, to be wise
and good now, and you will be wiser and
better when old.

(2.) How important right training, especi-
ally a mother’s! Samson’s mother was,
for her cbild’s sake, to be very careful
what she did—Timothy’s mother. Re-
member how much may depend on any
one child, .

5. God's visits now are in mercy. He is
willing to accept of Christ's sacrifice for you
and fulfil all bis promises. Q! seek to know
him—to see him now! If you do =not sce
him while on earth, you will die for ever ! It
vill be death to the wicked to see God at
judzment ! Rev.vi.16.~Edin. S. 8. Lessons.

—_————

May 1st, 1864

THE UNJUST STEWARD.
Reud Luke xvi. 1-12,

Soon after the parable of the prodigal sor,
that coutsined in the present lesson was
spoken to those who gladly listeued to the
Eaviour. Its geueral purpose was to show
the difficulties and temptations which wealth
often occasious ; the necessity of using it
aright ; and that if we would serve God we
must be honest sud upright in the ase of
whatever may be catrusted to us. Care must
be taken in explaining this parable, as in ex-
ploiniug other parables, against spiritualizing
everything it containg.
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Ver. 1. Disciples—not the twelve, but all
who listened to the Saviour’s instructions.

Steward-<~the superintendent of a rich
man’s household aud buginess. See chap.
xii. 42. Lliezer and Joseph were such
stewards, Gen. xxiv. 2-12; xxsxix. 4

Wasted his goods—allowed their rents o
run on without being collected at the proper
time. ‘

Ver.3. Icannot dig; to beg I am ashamed
—The man had lived so as not to be able to
work, aud he -~vould not demean himself so
much as to bez.

Ver. 6. Bill—a writing by which the |
debtors acknowledged their obligations, and
promised to discharge them. The reduction
which the steward directed in what was owing
was probably a reduction in anaual.rent, so
that the steward reckoned on the tenants feel-
ixﬁg continually obliged by what he did for
them.

Ver. 8. The lord—Ses also ver. 3, 5—~Tho
rich man, ver. 1. "The words travslated wisely
and wiser indicate worldly prudence or fore-
thought. It was this which the steward's
master commended. The latter half of the
verse relates to the prudence which worldly
men display towards one auother, as compared
with that of God's servants.

Ver. 9. Mammon of unrighteousness—
worldly wealth, uncertain aud often mixed up
closely with what is morally wrong, so as fo
be justly called “mammon of uurighteousness.”

e fail—ye die. Some think the expres-
sion should be, when i¢ (the mammon) fails
or falls off. Everlasting is in contrast with:
the failing, and means permanent orenduring,

Ver, 10-12. These verses contain reflec-
tions designed to prevent an abuse of what
Christ had said. Faithfuluess in little things
is essential to obtaining the greater trust or
spiritual blessings.

Ver. 14. Derided—laughed at aud mocked.
They made morry, and spoke centemptuously
at the teaching of Jesus. .

Ver. 16. Fresseth intoit—is eager to enter.
In these words Jesus described what had ac~
tually taken place during John's ministry, and
what was still taking place among the pub-
licans and sinners.

Ver. 17. One tittle—the smallest Yhiag.

Exeosrrorv.—First, THE STEwARD axD
HIS DISHONESTY-

This steward occupied o place of trust. His
master left everything in his hands, and never
seems to have suspected him of doing wrong.

He was wasting his master’s property. This
was dishonest. That preperty was left in his
bands to improve for his master’s benefit,

Tt is not said that be .%0)~°  He -~nnan
dered it. Dishonesty cfien manifests ool In -
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this maover., When. ho uught toLave .done {:the things we possess in this world as may
the best he coutd wath eu;y thing bczluagjug,.. provide for qs,hapgjliosg 11;: tll:e l‘;mrld tﬁcome,
to-his master, he was careless, e did pot, —an interpretation to which the teaching of
‘e his, miud'tu Lus.duty. He saffered others Chritst,, an i_nd%qd (g the whole I‘Iew Téét&.
to.rob his master. . | ment, is opposed. Heaven. is not o be. pup.
Hounesty requires that-care should be tahen chused by \shx_xs we do on earth. Bit we o
of whutever wo.uy be cutrusted with,  The | lessen surrugr-by-a judicions and kind'use] of
ter the confidence reposed in us, the more | what we haye. ) ) o
gﬁ?ﬂd we aim to be Bouest. 2. The steward’s folly, in, thinking to gerva.
The puster heard that his steward:did not | his. empluyer and bimself at the somwe tim
act fuimfulli), apd. culled hims to wecount, The | ver. 13, Iad he given faithfal attention i,
steward hud wothing tv say, aud. was.desery- | Lis lord’s iuterests, bis own. would have fol,
edly diai;xlxlm\ad, loswyg both Lis charucter and I\ﬁuﬁ , but by ihinkiug to serve both he logt
higlivelihood. . all, Matt. vi, h
II. dishonesty escape dutectivn for a time, |  True as thig is in every-day matters, it iy
it s almust sare tobe fuundont and punished. | espedially true in respect to religion. We
If it never be fuund out, it is uooe the less | causot serve the world and God.  We caonot
an(f)ug. erve what this steward did to miligate (t:l?'re suptx:ez?el}fg ) ﬂ'll(‘,hthi?v%s t(x)lfeﬁo%g:s.gi@‘
DSErv ab. s i O Dl 1048 ol clernity. e C )5Cu
his peoalty. He fulsified Lis accounts, and. 3.°Tbe steward's conduct was hatefol in-
‘thought so to make friends, This was adding | Gud's sight, ver. 15.  He can never.approve
oas act of dishonesty to usother.  There was,  uf dishonesty. e reyuires benevolence, but ¥
hos\:;:vcr, whu; LLZ \Vu{l\l ul‘teuhregirdsd?]a thus mix ahuuh]llbe bxgevtglent with our owp, -
mdence or forethought in what Le did. | Aud what is the good of men’s approvibgif' -
{‘I:diwrs were direeted to alter their bills, su | God Jioupprove 2 We may think ’?o do.well
thut the owuer might vot be uble tu recever | for oursels s, aud those about us may thirk
what they-owed. The thivg sumchow came | we are duing su, Lut the time will soon come

£

to.be hoown, uud the master luvhed upun the
condact uf the stevard as an iuguivus device,
Psalm xlix. 18, Would that Christians had
an eyually strong regurd fur their spiritual
interests ! ver. 8.

Secondly. TeE STEWARD, AND THE LESSONS
HIS CONDUCT TEACHES.

‘We may be quite sure that the Saviour did
not intend the steward’s dishonesty to be imi-
tated. This is plainly the meaning of ver.
10-12. Fidehty in Dhttle things will create
confidence as tu great things, ver. 10. Dis-
honesty will brivg withiit its owu punishment,
ver. 11. A dishoeuest servent seldom thrives,
God does not give Iisblessing to a dishonest |
man, And if we do ot use faithfully what
God entrusts us with, the happiness which
His favour secures, and the blesseduess of
heaven, which only deserves to be called true
riches, never can be ours.

Thus the Saviour guards toe parable from
beiug -visapphied.  There are three praetical
points it che parable.

1. Tl stesard’s furethooght. Whea he
waa in difficulty he employed ingeniously what
was within bis power. He made provision
for the future while he could. He did this
dishunestly, and was therefore utterly wrong.
Still his master, or lord, lovked upon him as
a shrewd, cunning, forethinking man.

Prudence and forethougbt are rightalways.
Never act dishonestly.

The lesson 1n ver. 9 has often been inter-

preted as if it hod relation to such a use of

wlet vur bustahe will be fuund out.

Toe fuitlfully and Lenevolently all that God
may trust you with. Choose Iis servied be
fore that of self or of the world. TRemember
in every situation that honesty is the best

policy.—Sunduy School Union Scheme of -

Lessons,

PRAYER AND PRAISE.

In a recent address the Rev. William
Arthur remarked: ¢ There was ene lino
of Juwes Montgomery's gloricus bymn
on * Prayer” which bo always disputed—

¢ Prayer, the sublimest strains which reach
The mayesty on high.

“No, no. ¢He that offereth praise
glorifieth God) Praise was sublimest
strain which went up to heaven, and whea
it was educed from bhuman hearts by the
love of God and the grace of the Holy
Spirit,.of all things vich and happy, that
praise was the bighest and the most ac-
ceptable to the Redeemer.”

Six—The only disturber of men, of
families, cities, kingdoms, worlds, is sint
there is no such troubler, no sueb trajtor
to any state, as the wilfully wicked man;,
no such enemy to the public.as.the eneay:
of God.— Hogan, :



