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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

HE importance of Sabbath
Schools, as an auxiliary
/&«  to the efforts to spread
abroad the knowledge of the
Gospel, is too well recognized
now to require us to urge it
upon the members of our
Church, by arguments directed
to this view of it. Yet, like
many another recognized duty, the neces-
sity for establishing Sabbath Schools in con-
nection with our congregations and stations,
requires to be at times brought under the
notice of our members. We know from
practical expericnce the difficulties that
exist in remote country districts to obtain
the services of suitable Superintendents,
for although it is true that the Minister
himself, is, generally speaking, the most
efficient Superintendent, yet with the scat-
tered charges that many have, there being
often several out-stations to be supplied, it
is quite impossible for a pastor to super-

intend weekly, a Sabbath-School at ecach

station. In such cases it becomes imper-
atively necessary to obtain the services of
some one to take charge of the School.
However high the standard of excellence
we may set up, asdesirable for those who
are to fill this office, it is clear that, while
we should aim at getting the one best qual-
ified, we must yet be content with such
instruments as are within our reach.
Intellectual training is not so much required
as true religion and deep piety. That congre-
gation must be at a low ebb in which there
18 not one pious man, who would undertake
to meet with such children as could be
gathered in on a Sabbath morning or after-
noon, pray with them, read with them, hear
them repeat the Shorter Catechism, and give
them a verse or two to commit to memory.
The way would thus be prepared for a more
perfect system, wherein, by cxamipation
and the various adjuncts of a well re-
galated Sabbath School, the minds of the
young are trained and disciplined, and their

hearts attracted by the love of a suffering
Saviour brought before them from Sabbath
to Sabbath. Some object to the use of
Catechisms, that the dogmas contained in
them are beyond the grasp of the miads of
children. But, even' it they were, we
should still insist upon their use, as the
memory can store up 1nental food
for the mind to assimilate. We do
not think, however, that the Shorter
Catechism need remain such a mystery.
If the children are encouraged to break it
up into parts, to see the relation which one
part or one question bears to another part
or another question, they will very speedily
begin to see a light breaking in upon ab-
struse truths which otherwise they would
not comprehend. It is good to give a Bible
to each scholar for learning the whole of
the Catechism, and we are glad to see that -
this is being done, not only by our own con-
gregations, but also iz many parts of the
United States; but we think it would be
still better to reward those who prove how
well they understand it. Such a course of
training as this would be iuvaluable, a
habit of cxactitude would be formed, 2
logical style of reasoning would be fostered,
and our children would be better fitted and
prepared to meet the adversarices of truth,
whom they are sure to cncounter when
they go into the world. The same process
may be carried on with respect to dostrines
which might be given out on the onc Sab-
bath, and, after being examined at home,
would be proved by texts of Seripture the
next, and from the reading lesson of cach
day they might be asked to draw practical
inferences for the guidance of their own
conduct.

A library, it is evident, 1S a very ncces-
sary part of ihe cquipment of a Sabbath
School. To congregations which can afford
to pay for books, no trouble necd be ex-
perienced, since the Religious Tract So-
ciety is always willing to furnish libraries
at @ cheap rate, and city congregations
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can always have their libraries supplied
from time to time from the booksellers.
But we know that there are schools, in re-
mote l8calities ara struggling under diffi-
culties, which have neither the means nor
the opportunities of obtaining books, and
yet which should not be without them.
Now it must be evident to every Superin-
tendent of a  Sabbath School that,
where a library in connection with
it has been in existence for some y}:%
certain of the books, having been often read,
cease to be attractive and remain as lumber
on the shelves. Could some scheme not be

spot, taken charge of, and formed into libra-
ries for schools which cannot otherwise ob-
tain books. Once formed and in operation,
we have little doubt that donations of new
books would flow in frowm friends of the
cause. We do not profess here to say how
this scheme should be worked out, as we
would prefer to receive suggestions from
Sabbath School Teachers themselves. We
would, however, urge it on their attention.

The statistics as to our Sabbath Schools
are very defective. We believe the Con-
vener has been most anxious to obtain in-
* formation; the fault is not with him but
with the Superintendents. At the Anni-
versary Meeting of the Sabbath School
Union of Canada, the number of scholars
belonging to our Church was reported as
four thousand. According to the caleula-
tiou of the Convener there are fully double
that number, but that is only a guess.
The only way to do ourselves justice 18 for
the information to be supplied that is neces-
sary, and we trust Superintendents will look
to this. Qur mode of taking statistics of
all our schemes is very imperfect; here, at
least, we may make a begzinaning to enter
upon a new course.

As usual in Montreal, in the month of
January, we have had the Anniversaries
of the various religious societies conunected
with the Protestant Church. ~ While, per-
haps, there has not been the same amount
of good done as might have been accom-
plished ; while most of the speakers express-
ed their scrrow that a greater degree of
energy in the various branches of Christian
work had not been displayed; we yet feel
that there is much encouragement from the
past, much reason to thank God and take
courage. We should desire to see a greater
interest taken in these meetings by breth-
ren from the country; at present,— .ot, we
are persuzded, from any fault of the Com-

' more good.
devised to have all these sent to a central :
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mittee of arrangement,—the spcaking is con-
fined to the city clergymen, and these meet-
ings have therefgre the appearance of be-
ing local,and their interest confined to Mon-
treal. This we feel the promoters must be
desirous to avoid, and we have little doubt
that a judicious intermixture of speakers
from different parts of the country would
give these meetings the appearance of be-
ing what they are in reality, catholie in their
awd®bjects.  We say this with no
estte £ fihd fault, but rather with the wish
to sce these meetings productive of still
They are of great benefit;
they strengthen the resolutions of our con-
gregations ; they encourage the hearts of the
committees charged with the carrying out
of the objccts of the various societies, they
draw men closer to each other, they present
common ground upon which all Christians
can meet and co-operate, they direct atten-
tion to the claims of our fellow-men lying
ia darkness, and they show to all the world
that divided though Protestants may be
into various denominations, they are all one
in Christ.

Under the head of The Churches and
their Missions will be found a report of
these meetings. We have endeavoured, in
preparing it, to give the sum and substance
of the proceedings in as interesting a form
as possible, and to that report we commend
our readers.

SCHEMES OF OUR CHURCH.

MinisTers' Wmows' AND ORPHANS'
Fuxp.—We are happy to observe that this
excellent scheme continues to meet with so
generous a support from the people.  Our
readers will see acknowledged in this num-
ber, on the inside of the cover, several very
liberal colleztions.

Frexcr Mission.—We are much pleas-
ed to find that alittle more interest appears
to be felt in this mission. In our January
number the Treasurer acknowledged the
very large sum of ninety dollars from Mel-
bourne. The Sherbrooke charge, odly
formed a few months ago, has contributed
above fourteen dollars. These are exam-
ples worthy of iwitation by our other con-
gregations.

Home MissioN.—This scheme appears
to have been almost entirely lost sight of
by our people. If our operations are to be
extended, 1t is clear that more liberal con-
tributions must be made towards this most
important cbject.
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Pelos of owr Chavel.

MEETING OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MON-
TREAL.

HE ordinary meeting of the
j Presbytery of Montreal was
held in St. Andrew’s Church
on the 1st and 2nd of Feb-
ruary, when were present the fol-
Jowing ministers: A. Mathieson,
D.D., J. C. Muir, D.D., F. P. Sym,
John McDonald, Alex. Wallace,
J. Sieveright, W. Simpson, J.
Patterson; also the following
Elders, Messrs. Ferguson, Hunter,
Campbell, and Henry.

The Rev. Andrew Paton, Assistant in St.
Andrew’s Church, the Rev. Joshus Fraser,
Military Chaplain, Rev. Wm. Cochrane, Mis-
sionary, and Rev. Mr. Balmain, licentiate, were
invited to sit with the Presbytery.

The meeting commenced with prayer by the
Rev. William Darrach, Moderator, after which
the clerk, Mr. Patterson, proceeded to read the
minutes of the last ordinary and pro re nata
meetings. Tbe minutes of one of the meetings,
at which the admission of the Rev. Mr. Rose,
as a probationer, was submitted, were recon-
sidered in relation to that admission., It was
contended that the records of the meeting
failed to express the sense of the members of
Presbytery present at that meeting on that
point. After alengthened and warm discussion
the following amendment was submitted :

Moved by the Rev. Dr. Mathleson, seconded
by the Rev. Mr. Wallace, thut the minutes be
amended 5o that the record will show that the
Rev. Mr. Rose wag admitted to be a probationer
within the bouads of the Presbytery at the
last meetiog of the Presbytery; and further,
that he be requested to produce at the earliest
possible date a Presbyterial certificate, corv-
ering the period from 1861 to the time of his
&rrival in this city.

This amendment was not submitted to a vote
of the meeting, but to an expression of opinion
of the members present, who had also attended
the meeting in question. There were seven
present who bad been at that v zeting, four of
whom sustained the opinion expressed in the
amendment, and three opposed it. The Moder-
ator, without voting, expressed an opinion fa-
vonrable to the views of the minority.

The minutes of the pro renala meeting of the
5th January were also, after some discussion,
approved.

An application was submitted from the Rev.
Mr. Smith, Minister of Melbourne, for permission
to collect mouney within the bounds of the
Presbytery, in aid of the Eastern Townships
mission.

Mr. Brymuer, appearing in support of the
above application, gave an ontline of the
progress of the mission in the Eastern Town-
'ships, and stated that it was absolutely neces-
sary to obtain assistance in order to render the
mission permanent. Five charches were to be
built in the spring, the progress of some of

which could not be stopped without great
damage. He further stated, that the Synod at
the last session in Kingston, had recommended
the Eastern Townsnips mission to the Churck
at large. The permission required wasg
granted.

APPLICATION OF REV. DR. JENKINS.

A petition was presented from the Rev. John
Jenkins, D D., with accompanying documents.
The petition set forth the history of the Rev.
gentleman during his ministrations, not only
in England, but as a missionary in India and
in the colonies, for some years. The petition
also set forth his conviction that the system
of Presbyterianism was in accordance with the
teachings of the New Testament, and that he
bad always entertained a high admiration
for the Church of Scotland. The documents
attached to the petition consisted of the pro-
ceedings of the Third Presbytery of Phila-
delphia, with reference to his dismission, at
bis own request, from the pastorate of Cal-
vary Church in that city; the documentary
evidence of his connection with a Presbyterian
Church in England, and an address from cler-
gymen in Montrea! on the occasion of his de-
parture from this city.

Dr. Muir stated that he was sure any member
of the Court might feel proud to be able to pro-
duce such excellent testimonials. Duriag the
meeting Dr. Mathieson stated that because he
had stood up at a former meeting for the laws
of the Church, there had been circulated reports
to the effect that he and 3r. Simpson were op-
posed to the admission of Dr. Jenkins. These
reports were not correct. He, Dr. Mathieson,
entertained a high admiration for Dr. Jenkins,
and it would perhaps be found that he and Mr.
Simpson were the best friends Dr. Jenkins had
in the Synod. He felt coanvinced that Dr.
Jenkins would not wish to enter the Church
throngh aay other than the usual channel, and
in the ordinary way. The Presbytery recorded
their very highsatisfaction with the documents
laid on the table by Dr. Jenkias.

After much discussion, in which the power
of the Presbytery to receive ministers of other
bodies as missionaries within the bounds, was
argued, the matter wags settled by the following
motion :—

Moved by the Rev. Mr. Sym, seconded by
Rev. Mr. Wallace, that the application of Dr.
Jenkins to be received as a missionary be re-
ferred to = Coinmittee of the Presbrtery. who
shall report thereon to the next meeting of the
Presbytery, previous to submitting the same to
the next meeting of Synod; and that the Com-
mittee be composed of the Revds. Dr. Muir,
Mr. Darrach, Mr. Paiterson, Mr. Sym, Ministers,
aud Messrs. Hunter, Ferguson, Henry, Elders.
Carried.

An application of the same nature from the
Rev. J. A. Devine, Iate of the Central Presby-
tery, Philadelphia, to the same effect, was re-
ferred to the same Committee. .

A memorial or petition signed by eight mem-
bers of St. Paul’s -Oharch, complaining of the

2
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action of the Committes of the Congregation,
appointed to select & minister, wa3 laid before
the meeting by Mr. Watt. An argument
ensued in which the ground was taken that the
Committee was responsible to the Congregation
and not to the Presbytery.

Mr. Darling, the chairman of that Comamittee,
was asked to give his views on the subject,
wher he said that the Committee had yet to
report to the Congregation who had appointed
them, who might, if they thought proper, cen-
sure the Committee.

The matter was laid on the table for consid-
eration at the next meeting.

The documents connected with a call to the
Rev. Mr. Sieveright of Ormstown, to the pas-
torate of Chelzea, in the Presbytery of Ottawa,
together with his resignation of the former,
were submitted. They were laid on the table
pending the result of a meeting of the Congre-
gation of Ormstown, to be held on the l6th |
inst., to consider the re.ignativn of the niin-
ister.

Rev. Dr. Mathieson reported having gone to
Chatham, as appointed, and preached the church
vacant. *

i Church,
' motion, which was carried unanimously :

A letter was read from the Rev. Mr. Cameron,
late of Dundee, asking for the necessary Pres- |
byterial certificate to enable the Presbytery of |
Kintyre to proceed to his induction into the |
Parish of Castle Hill, Campbelton, Scouand. |
The clerk was instructed to forward the neces- |
sary documents. l

A memorial was read from the members of
the Congregation of Dundee, to moderate in a ‘
call to the Rev. Donald Ross, of Vaughan,
whose letter of acceptance was read.

Rev. Mr. Cochrane gave an encouraging
statement of the progress of the church in
Elgin. Rev. Mr. Patterson spoke of the value |
of Mr. Cochrene's services, and the report was
sustained. '

The Rev. Joshua Fraser made a verbal report |
of his migsionary operations-in Monireal, and |
called attention to the necessity existing for |
increased church accommodation in Griffin- |
town, and in the eastern part of the city. The
present church accommodation of all denomi-
nations being inadequate, and several congre-
gations having built churches in other parts of
the city, to which they were about to remore,
the want of this section was increased, and an
opportunity was thus presented for the Pres~
bytery to take up this mission. A site worth
$2,000, bad been promised by a gentleman in
the city ; & member of the body had offered
$400, and another gentleman, not belouging to
the church, but & personal frieud of his (Mr.
Fraser), had offered $550. The Reverend
gentleman was willing to undertake the work
of collecting the money, should the Presbytery
grant permission. He further said the Preshy.
tery had been obliged to discontinue his ser-
vices for want of funds; but so deeply was ho
interested in the work in that part of the city,
that he bad resolved to labour there, whether
be received any remuneration or not. During
the past gix months he had received unexpect-~
edly from-the Congregation the sum of $120.
He suggested that a church, to cost about

£2000, with sittings free to ali, should be
erected under the auspices of the Presbytery.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

The clerk was instructed to record the thanks
of the Presbytery to Mr. Fraser, for his con-
tinued services, and unanimously agreed to
grant his application, and cordially recom-
mended the object to the Christian liberality
of the Church within their bounds.

ST. PAUL'S CHORCH.

An application from the Kirk Session of St.
Paul's Church was submitted, asking tbat they
be allowed to supply the pulpit of that Church
until the next mceting of Presbytery. The
application was g.an‘ed.

ST. GABRIEL STREIT CHURCH.

The Moderator left the chair in order to make
a motion which he said was a very important
one. The motion was in reference to the St.
Gabriel Street Church property, which, he said
would come into the possession of the Presby-
tery on the 1st November 1865. Many inflyen-
tial gentlemen had expressed a desire that this
field should be occupied as a mission of the
He then submitied the following

Moved by the Rev. William Darrach,
seconded by the Rev. Mr. Pattercon: that, as
the Church known as the “ St. Gabriel Street
Church ™ will come into the hands of the Preg-
bytery of Montreal on the 1st November, 1885,
a committee be appointed consisting of the
Rev. Dr. Mathieson, Rev. Wm. Darrach, Messrs.
J.S. Hunter, Archibald Ferguson, D. Allen,
Alex. Henry, Elders, with power to add to
their number, to co-operate with the Trustees
appointed by Act of Parliament, for the pur-
pose of opening up a mission in the eastern
part of the city, and to make such arrange-
ments as may seem proper so as to have a
minister put into the church when it becomes

, vacant.

Some routine business was also transacted.

. The meeting closed after the benediction, to
; meet again on the first Wednesday in May.

St. Pauls Church Montreal.—The scssion of
this Church has appointed the Rev. John Jen-
kins, D.D., whose application to join the Pres-
byterian Church of Canada in connection with
the Church of Scotland, appears in the above
record of the meeting of ihe Presbytery of
Montreal, to occupy the pulpit of that Church
until the next mecting of Presbytery. The
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was dispensed
to this Congregation on the first Sabbath in
February, the Rev. J. C. Muir, D.D., presiding.

The fine property known as the ¢ Manse of
St. Pauls,” in University Street, hes been
sold at private sale to Mr. James Fairie for
$5,000. We¢ understand the OCongregation
intend to secure s larger house for a Manse,

—

MISSIONARY MEETINGS OF THE PRESBY-
TERY OF MONTREAL

St. Axprew’s, MoxTreEAL.—The Presbytery of
Montreal having sppointed deputations to visit
the congregations within their bounds, a meet-
ting, called in accordance with this resolution
was held onWednesday, 1st uit. in St. Andrew’s
Church (Reverend Dr. Mathicson’s).

Religions services were condacted by the
Rev. Mr. Patton, who cccapied the chair. Be-
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fore irtroducing the spealers, which, he said
wasg his more immediate duty, the chairman said
he would say a few words regarding the mis-
sionary operations of the Church of Scotland.
Damaging statements have been made, even by
friends of the. Church, of the amount raised,
which there was no proper official information
to rectify.

The Home Mission of the Church of Scotland
is divided into three branches, namely, Educa-
tion, Home Mission proper, and Endowment
Scheme. It would appear from the statement
of the Convener of the Education Committee
that a sum of £7,000 or £8,000 is the amount
raised for that purpose, whereas & Government
statement shows the amount to be £22,600.
The objects of the Home Mission proper are for
agsisting weak congregatiuns and establishing
churches where there are none. By the Mis-
sionary Record there appears to the credit of
this fund £4,500, whereas by statement approv-
ed by General Assembly the amount is £26,
000. The Endowment Scheme is based upon
the system of territorial divigion, each parish
being endowed to a certain extent. Before the
Secession there were from 150 to 200 chapels
unendowed. Each chapel required £3,000 for
endowment. Dr. Robertson undertogk the
task, and already over 100 chapels have been
cndowed at a cost of .£300,000 to £400,000.
The Charch in Canada shouid follow this ex-
ample, while endeavouring to carry on, at the
same time, Foreign Missions, since the one helps
on the other,

Rev. Mr. Wallace spoke on the Mission of
Christ, expressing his pleasure at being present
this evening. He reviewed the past efforts of
the Christian world, shewing the amount of
energy and zeal that had been manifested du-
ring the last fifty years, and congratulated the
meeting on the present position the Church of
Scotland held in the Mission field. Inour own
land there was much to be done. There were
many weak, distant, and destitute congrega-
tions within the bounds ofthe Presbytery of Mon-
treal to whom it was necessary tosend aid, and
in some cases, even to supply altogether. The
object of the deputations was to arouse an in-
terest in such cases. In speaking more parti-
cularly of the subject of Christ's Mission, he
said that that Mission was one of love to men,
and the New Testament was full of tegtimony
to this. It was necessary the Church should be
in earmest in this matter, and not oply the
Church as & body, butevery member indivi-
dually, so that they might be prepared to
follow the Divine example. Like Nelson, when
he signalied his ficet on the cve of the battle
of Trafalgar, ¢ England expects every man to
do his duty,” so did God signal to each mem-
ber of the Christin Church.

Rev. Mr. Fraser said that to a superficial ob-
server the history of the world presented a
chaotic aspect, its pasievents appearing to be
without form, order, or srrangement. By a
geries of illustrations, taken from the past his-
tory of the world, he very eloquently shewed
that no conclusion could be-more false. He
shewed how all chances and changes were
overruled for the advancement of Christs
Kingdom, the very clements of apparent des-
truction really becoming the strongest safe-

69

guard of Christian purity. He drew the prac-
tical infereace that this overruling care should
be an incentive to fresh and more continued
exertion.

Rev. Mr, Darrach spoke on Christian Enter-
prise ; and we regret, we can only indicate the
points he touched upon. Within the last fifty
years the British &nd Foreign Bible Society had
been established, with Branches extending over
the whole globe, the number of Bibles circula-
ting last year being upwards of 4,000,000 in
155 different languages, a copy of the New Tes-
tament being now procurable in this city for
five cents. Then there were Christian Missioas,
there being now no less than fifty-six socicties
having 12.000"missionaries and agents, employ-
ed in forcign countries. The London Tract
Society, p.blishing an almost incredible num-
ber of tracts a1d books of the highest order of
literature was next referred tv; and not, he
said because he had mentioned all, the field of
Christian<benevolence being inexhaustible, but
because time warned him to close Lis remarks,
the speaker, drew a vivid and glowing picture
of the amount of good, material and spiritual,
which was being effected by Christian philan-
thropists, concluding with an earnest appeal
to all to use their time, taleat and opportunij-
ties, as knowing they must one day give an
account.

The Rev. Dr. Muir very briefly and very
happily shewed the effect nupon the Scottish
character produced by the Church of Scotland.
Its founders had & great work to do. It was
no less than to educate & whole nation, and
that a very ignorant one. They had done their
work and douc it well ; and as & consequence
wherever two or three families of Scotchmen
gathered together, they cither bad, or felt
they ought to have a church. A very false
impression was abroad as to the way in which
the Church of Scotland bad gone ahout her
work. The founders of that Church had no
power to make the land holders give mouney
for this purpose, the Kings themselves could
not do so; but if they could be induced to give
their. means and use their influence, then the
work could be accomplished. And this was
what had been done, and what should be done
in Canada, aud what, he felt convinced could
be done were it gone about in & proper way.
One thing Scotchmen seem to remember.
That was t make a collection. And he trus-
ted the collection wbich he presumed would
be now made would be liberal.

Rev. Mr. Patterson made a statement of the
position of the Home Mission of the Presbytery
of Montreal, lamentin~ that for svant of funds
they had been compeuled to withdraw supplies
from destitute congregations and to confine
themselves ¢ grants in aid of weéak charges,
He shewed that there was s deficiency last year
of $71. .

Rev. Mr, Darrach made a fecling appeal on
behalf of fifty or sixty families living in Gren-
ville Mountains, who earnestly called for or-
dinances, having no means of their own.

A collection was taken up, and the benedic-
tion baving been prongunced, the meeting se-
parated.

Poixt St. CrarLes, MoNTREAL.—The deputa-
tion of the Presbytery of Montreal held a meet-
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ing on Thursday 2nd, in St. Matthew’s Church,
Point St. Charles, (Rev. Mr. Darrach’s.) The
Rev. Mr. Darrach, who occupied the chair, con-
ducted religious services.

The Chairman thanked the congregation for
the zeal they bad displayed in contributing to
the Synodical Schemes of the Church. He pro-
ceeded to shew that the Church bad a mission
1aid upon her by Christ, but that this must be
carried out ‘adividually,as well as collectiveiy.
Part of this mission, he was glad to say, bad
been faithfuliy performed by the congregation.
Itg existence in that locaiity had been attended
with much good. Compared with others, it
was small and feeble, but it had up to the mea-
sure of its strength, fulfilled its obligation to the
Churchand to the population amongst which it
was placed. The friends of the Church in the
city felt & deep interest in its progress, an inter-
est, which, in view of their labodts, was still
increasing, and they knew that the people in
that districs felt grateful for what bad been
done for them. ’

The Rev. A. Wallace and the Rev. Joshua
Fraser, with much force, spoke at some length
on subjects similar to those which they tookup
at the Missionary meeting in St. Andrew’s
Church.

The Chairman then, in suitable terms, intro-
duced

The Rev. Dr. Jenkins, who said that he was
led to attach much importance to Mission
Churches. He saw the city rising rapidly. It
was now eighteen years since be had first land-
ed in Montreal. 1t then contained 45,000 in-
habitants. He had, since his return, accom-
panied a friend round the city,and he found that
during these eighteen years the population had
reached 110,000. But, he was led to enquire :
dad religious privileges kept pace with wmate-
rial progperity ? In the upper part of the town,
churches were crowded together, but what had
been done in theé cenires ot industrial popula-
tion? Comparativély nothing., Had the two
congregations in Mpntreal, connected with the
Church of Scotlapd,. done no more than build
the church in which they then were,they would
have deserved credit, for it was a great work.
And he was glad to find that the work of ex-
tension, both east and west, was to be carried
on with redoubled vigor. The Rev. gentleman
with much eloguence, urged those present to
continue the good work they had begun un-
der the pastoral care of Mr. Darrach, whose un-
wearied toils kad, under God’s blessing, been
crowned with so much success hitherto.

. The Rev. Dr. Muir said tbat in looking atthe
" plain building in which they were, he thought
of the glorious Temple of Solomon. The Tem-
- ple, glorious in its beauty, was one at which
kings delighted to assist. But after all it was
but & type of something higher. All had their
cares and sorrows throughout the week; on
the Sabbath they ha joys and consolations.
He urged them to value their privileges and to
co-operate with their minister in all the schemes
proposed for their benefit, and that of the dis-
trict.

The Church was well filled. A collection
having been taken up and the benediction pro-
nounced, the meeting closed.

Larrarie.—On Friday the 3rd the deputation
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from this Presbytery heid a meetiag at Laprai-
rie.
and conducted religious services.

The Rev. Joshun Fraser showed, at some
length, how greatly the spread of the Gospel
had been promoted by influences of apparently
the wost unfavourable kind. He took for ex-
ample many of the leading facts of ancient and
modern times, and, in a very clear and lucid
way, pointed out how directly these had been
guided and governed, so as to lead to the dif-
fusion of Gospel truth. The persecution of the
early Christians by Saul, or Paul as he was
afterwards named, the persecution to which he
bimself—once a persecutor—had been after-
wards subjected ; his journeys by sea and land ;
his disputes with the Jews; his banisbment to
Rome, all were made instrumental in building
up the Charch. Coming down the stream of
time, he cast a rapid glance at the causes which
led to the Reformation, to the establishment of
Protestant Uolonies in North America, to the
formation of Bible, Tract, and Missionary So-
cieties,—and forcibly applied to his audience
the lessons to be drawn from these past events
as guides for their own conduct.

Mr. Brymner congratulated the Protestants
in Laprairie on the noble example they had
shewn of true Christian unity. Itseemed asif
men were so constituted that a form of Church
government which was most effective in one
nation, acted less powerfully in another. The
stern, majestic simplicity of Presbyterianism
seemed to have rooted itself in the minds and

The Rev. Mi. Darrach oceup ed the chair, .

-

hearts of Scotchmen, for, although they were -

divided into adherents of the Kirk, the Free
Church, the United Presbyterians, and formerly
also into a host of minor sections, they all in
reality had the same Confession of Faith, the
same Catechism, the same forms., XEpiscopali-
anism, Methodism, and other denominations
seemed to present attractions to men of a dif-
ferent temperament. But while these differ-
ences were important, and very important,
there was something higher still. And of this
the congregation at Laprairic had given evi-
dence. Separately it was utterly impossible
they could ever hope to obtain the services of
& minister of religion, and, feeling this, they
had resolved to sink their minor differences
and unite together so as to secure for them-
selves stated ordinances. It must be gratify-

ing, he said, for everyone to konow that, baving -

agreed to contribute for the support of a mis-
sionary among them, they had paid tHe full
sum for wbich they werc bound; but it was
necessary to look forward and to make up
their minds as to whether they intended to con-
tinue to de the same He believed the Presby-
tery intended to continue weekly service dur-
ing the winter, but they ought tu try to obtain
a regular pastor, at leasi for the summer.
What was wanted was a sufficient sum. He
did not believe in the favourite mode of raising
money for religious purposes so much in vogee
now. The religion was not worth much which
would not lead a man to sacrifice something to
obtain it. At the same tiwe social gatt rings
were good in theniselves by drawing together
tbe mcmbers of congregations, and if they in-
tended, as be was told they did, to have some-
thing of that kind, he was sure friends would



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

be glad to co-operate with them. But let it be
put on its proper footing, and not got up as &
-cheap way of paying for their® privileges. He
showed, by the example of other weak congre-
gations, that the proverb,—God helps those
who help themselves,—was a right rule for ac-
tion, and he felt convinced that, if thoy did all
in their power, others at a distance who had
the means would be found willing to do the
rest.

Rev. Mr. Darrech explained to the meeting
the finanecial position of the mission at Laprai-
rie. The congregation had certainly fulfilled
the obligation under which they had come to
Mr. Jardine, but there was still due the sum of
about $65, for which he (Mr. Darrach) had be-
come personally liable. This sum there should
be measures adopted to liquidate, and he, in
conjunction with the sessioun, had a plan under
consideration of which he tould inform them
a5 soon ag possible. By appointment of the
Presbytery the mission had been put under his
charge, and he would make such arrange-
ments as would ensure a weekly supply, at least
until the time of the ice breaking ap. He
then spoke solemnly to those present on tlie
duty of each one to cultivate personal religion.

There are many places even in this Presbytery 1

-where families were gathered together without
s church. But were there only in each of these
places one truly Christian family, the people
there need not want an opportunity of hearing
the message of salvation. Ina poor district up
the Ottawa, which he had occasion to visit
sometimes, a number of Scotch people were
settled, who broughi with them that knowledge
of the Bible and of the shorter Catechism which
most Scotchmen possess. It was wonderful
what power this knowledge gaye a minister in
preaching to their hearts, even although, from
no one going near them, they bad become care-
less and regardless. Their children were grow-
ing up uneducated, and, as no appeal could be
made to their early impressions, one strong hold
over their minds would thus belost. Two years
ago,a new settler came amongst them from
Scotland, & man of geuuine piety, and already
a spirit of enquiry had been roused, the older
settlers felt there was a difference between
them and him, that the behaviour of his child-
ren presented a favourable contrast to that of
theirs, and signs of hopefulness are now visible.
A gerntleman who owns a considerable quan-
tity of land in that district had described tg
him (Mr. Darrach) the hallowing effect pro-
duced in his owa mind in witnessing, unknown
1o them, the religious services in which this
man and bis family were engaged in their own
house on & Sunday morning, and he felt ag if
this was one of God’s own people to whom he
would trast, not his property oaly, but bis very
soul, Mr. Darrach concluded by shewing what
incentives they had to fulfil to the utmost their
duties to God. ’

A collection was taken up, and the meeting
closed witk prayer.

This little church at Laprairie has been of
great benefit to the volunteers who are now
stationed there, and the Presbytery of Moantreal
are entitled to the thanks of the community for

-<what ther have done, and are continuing to do,

71

often at great personaiinconvenience to indivi-
dual ministers.

PressyTERY OF GLENGARY.—A numerously
attendqd meeting of this Presbytery was held
in St. John’s Church, Cornwall, on Ist
February.

Dr. Urqubart stated that shortly after last
meeting, the clerk and he had met”the Rev.
John N. MacLeod on his arrival from Scotland,
and from certain certificates which he presented,
felt themselves authorized to assign him Mis-
sionary Jabour. The Presbytery unanimously
approved of their action in the matter—ap-
pointed Mr, McLeod to labour as & Missionary
in Dalhoupsie Mills and Alexandria until next
ordinary weeting, and directed him to be pre-
pared to present the necessary certificates at
said meeting.

The Committee of arrangements for the
holding of Missionary meetings, and the Treas-
urer of the Presbytery Mission Fund, were re-
quested to preseut reports at next meeting. It
having been stated that for certain reasons, no
Missionary meeting had been held in Planta-
genet, a meeting was appointed to take place
there on Monday, 13th February—the deputa-
tion to consist of Messrs. Darroch and
MacDougall. Mr. McDermid, Elder, handed to
the Moderator the sum of $75.00, being a con-
tribution, to be shortly increased, from the
Congregation of Indian Lands to the funds of
the Colonial Committee of the Church of
Scotland.

The Clerk was instructed to intimate to the
Corresponding Secretary of Queen's College
Missionary Association, that in addition to the
Missionaries now employed, the Preshytery are
prepared to engage one Gazlic speaking Cat-
echist, to labour during the easuing summer in
the Township of East Hawkesbury, his salary
for the six months to be the usual one, viz.,
$160.00, )

A letter was read from the Rev. Thos. Scott,
intimaiing his desire to resign the pastoral
charge of Matilda —chiefly because of the great
distance which he had to travel to the scene
of his labours. The Clerk was appointed to
conduct Divine Service on some Sunday in
March, and cite the congregation to appear in
their own behalf at next ordinary meeting of
Presbytery.

In accordance with the request of Mr. McMil-
lan, Elder, the Presbytery took steps to mode-
rate ina call in favour of a minister to the
Churchand Congregation of Finch. The Clerk
wa3 appointed.to conduct Divine Service in
Finch, on Sunday the 5th inst., and intimate to
the Congregation that the Presbytery sball
meet for the*purpose requested, at Finch (God
willing) on Tuesday, 21st February.

PreseyTERY OF TorONTO.—This court held
its ordinary winter meeting oun the 17th
January, the attendance of members, lay snd
clerical, being tolerably full. The Rev. Hugh
Niven, of Sultfleet and Binbrook, being present,
was invited to sit with the Presbytery, The
Rev. W. R. Ross of Pickering was chosen
Moderator for the ensuing six months.

The Clerk intimated to the Presbytery, the
arrival of the Rev. William Aitken, designated
by the Colonial Committec, with special r~fer-
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ence to the work of the church at Cobourg,
and also that certain steps had been taken to
prepare the church there fur the use of the con-
gregation under Mr. Aitken's services.

The Treasurer of the Home Missiont Fund
submitted a statement of reccipts and expend-
iture from September 1st, 1843, to January
18th, 1863, exhibiting the former as $1501.25,
and the latter as $1519.73.

The usual reports of appointments kept by
members of the Presbytery and by Missionaries,
were given in, and new appointments made for
the ensuing quarter. A scheme of Missionary
meetings to be held in the moath of February,
in the different congregations within the
bounds, was adopted. .

A call from the congregation of Georgina
in favour of the Rev. David Watson (Thorah),
was laid upon the table, and sustained ; on being
presented to Mr. Watson, it was decliied by
that gentleman. Whereupon a memorial for
moderation in a call in favour of Mr. John
Gordon, prebationer, to the same charge was
presented, and the prayer of it granted.

A memorial for moderation 1n a call from
the congregation of Peterboro in favour of
the Rev. Kenneth Maclennan (Whitby), was
laid upon the table and urged by Robert
Dennisthwn, Esq., elder of that charge. MMr.
Maclennan having stated his inability to
encourage the hope that be would accept the
call when formally presented, suggested the
desirableness of proceed’ng no farther in the
case. The Presbytery appearing to concurin the
suggestion, Mr. Dennistown asked permission
to withdraw the memorial, which was granted.

No steps were taken to fill the important
charge of Nottawasaga.

The Presbytery adjourned to meet in Geor-
gina on the 16th day of February at 2 o'clock,
p-m., for the transaction of all competent
buysiness.

There are now several important vacancies
which itis bighly desirable to fill as soon as
this can be conveniently done, such as Notta-
wasaga, Saché charge, — Peterboro and
Lirdsay, both promising fields upon whichour
church might put forth its best efforts. The
attention of licentiates and ministers is directed
to these vacancies, in the hope that they may
thus be the earlier filled by suitable ministers.
Chinguacousy, Erie, Caledon and Mono, and
Dummer, also remain vacant without any
early prospect of their being filled.

Commission of Synod.—This court met by
appointmert of Synod, in St. Andrew’s church,
at Toronto on the 18th day of January, at
twelve o'clock, noon, with a small attendance
of members. Mr. William Clelang was chosen
Moderator, and Mr. Jehn Campbell, Clerk.
There being no business before the court, it
adjourned.

PresgxtaTion AT WiLLiadMs.— A number of
the friends of the Rev. Mr. Stevenson, in the
castern section of the Congregation, waited
upon him in the month of Nov. last, and pres-
ented bim with the sum of sixty-twwo dollars
inmoney and other gifts,—the whole amounting
in value to upwards of one hundred doliars,
as a mark of their esteem and respect for
him. Among the gifis were five sheep,—a
ram and four ewes,—a novel, but very substan-
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tial offering. It is pleasing to note thess proofs
of kindly feeling.

PreseNtaTioNs— The peopls of Reymour,
West Campbellford, and Rawdon, on the de-
parture fuor College of Mr. Duvid slc(hlhvmy,
Divinity student, who laboured among them
during a part of lust summer, presented him
with ap address, tugether with g handsome
purse of money, as a slight evidencs of their
personal esteem, end appreciativn of his ger-
vices. '

UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE.—~Bolanleul Society .
—At a mecting of Fellows on the evening of
Friday, 10th ult., the following gentlemen weto
elected office-bearers for the curvent your ‘o

Parrox—His Excellency, Viscount Monck,
Governor General.

Presipext.—The
Snodgrass.

Vice-Presivexts.—Rev. Dr. Williamson, Dr.
Litchfield, John Carruthers, Treasttoreitey.
Prof. Murray; Librarian and Keeper of the
Herbarium—Mr. James Ferguson; Hecording
and Corresponding Secretary—FProf, jell ; and:
an influential Courcil of gentlemen belonging
to both parts of the Province. A gensral meet-
ing of the Society was held the same svoning
inthe Convocation Hall. After prayerby the
Principal, the minutes of the Just general
meeting and of the meeting of fellows which
had just taken place were read aud sustuined.
The Principal having taken the chajr a3 Presi-
dent, the Secretary read the minutes of the last
meeting of Council, from which it appenred that
the editors of the “ Canadian Natnralfst and
Geologist,” had been requested 19 maks their
valuable periodical the official journal for the
publication of the proceedings of the Socioty.
The minutes of Council further showed thit the
petition to the Government for aid in promoting
the laudable objects of the Society had buen re-
fused. The President alluded 1o the impor-
tance of keceping up the Botanics) Grrden, snd
urged on members the paying of their sub-
scriptions, in order that the Soclety might con-
tinue to take advantage of the ground used for
that purpose. The sum required would not e
great.  The subscriptions of twenty or thirty
members would suffice.  The funds of the So-
ciety having been exhausted, the Trusiges head,
last summer, very kindly, granted a small gum
in order to prevent the garden from heing over-
rn with weeds, but they might not he jrrepar-
ed to renew the favour. The Treasprer, Irof.
Murray, had complained fhat be hud h/sd tioth-
ing to do, but he (the President) hopod this
would not be the case in future, 'hy present
was the first general meeting held during the
year, but he thought he coulé promise two or
three more meetings before the closs of the
session.  Their principal object in coming to-
gether that evening was to listen to n Jecturo
on Voleanic Phenomena. The President then
introduced the lecturer, R. P, Roshwell, Ksq.,
to the andience. The lecture was Bighly inter-
esung and instructive, and was illustestod by
a number of photographic views, which weto
exhibited on a screen by means of 1 magle Inn-
sern, and also a large and graphie dgtgmm,
which bad been kindly prepared for the veen
sion by a young lady in Kingston, At the
conclusion a vote of thanks to the lecturer was

Very Reverend Principat
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moved by the Revd. Mr. Mulking, seconded by
Prof. Bell, and cerried unanimously.

Presbytery Scholarship.—The University au-
thorities are much gratified by learning that
the Presbytery of Kingston at their meeting on
the 1st. ult., unanimously and cordially resolv-
ed to take steps to found a scholarship for the
benefit of a Church student. A Committee has
been appointed to report to next meeting upon
the best mode of carrying out thc resolution.
This is an example well worthy of imitation by
other Presbyteries.

Donations to the Library.—It is again the
pleasing duty of the Curators of the Library
10 acknowledge some very handsome donations
of books. William Dow, Esq., of Montreal,
has ordered a complete set of Bohn's well known
standard library, 145 vols. A friend, whose
name we are not at liberty to disclose has sent
upwards of forty very valuable volumes, in-
cluding a complete copy of Bexter's works
in 4 quarto vols., and one volume of the works
of Thomas Aquinas (black letter), dated
1505. A complete set of Little, Brown &
Co's (Boston) edition of tae British Poets in
125 vols. elegantly bound in half calf extra,
from John Frothingham, Esq., Montieal, now
adorns the Library shelves. All these books,
we understand, have been purchased at 12
Great St. James st., Montreal, from R. Worth-
ington, who offers special facilities to parties
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visiting his establishment in behalf of Colleges.
Besides these, which call for a particularly
grateful acknowledgment, the following bave
been received, with thanks to the donors:—
Rev. A. Walker, Belleville, 3 vols; Rello &
Adams, Toronto, 2 vols ; Samuel Muckleston,
Esq., Kingston, 2 vols.; Hon. I. Buchanan,
Humnilton, 1 vol. ; Rev. Geo. Macdonnell, Fergus
1 vol.; Geo. Bluir, Esq, M.A., Bowmanville,
1 vol.; The Government of Canada, 2 vols.;
Rev. Henry Gill, 1 vol.

Interesting Memento.~—The Rev. Henry Gill,
who is at present making a tour of the British
North American Provinces, in the interests of
the British and Foreign Bible Society, and who
is no doubt favourably known by this time to
meny of our readers, visited the College build-
ings on the 20th of Jan. A few days after there
was sent by his order to the Principal’s address,
a very handsome large sized quarto Bible, in
strong morocco binding, bearing the following
inscription upon the outside of <he cover, in gilt
letters : ‘* Presented to the Queen’s University
and College, Kingston, Canada West, by the
ReverendHenryGill,Deputation to British North
America from the British and Foreign Bible
Society, as a memento of his visit to the city of
Kingston, Canada West, Junuary 20th, 1865.”
The Bible contains the metrical version of the
Psalms, and will be very suitable for use on
public occasions.

Articles  Communicated.

RS

LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL.
PART VI

H E Apostle lingered at
Troas awaiting the return
of Titus, who had been
the bearer of the first

epistle to the Corinthians, and

anxious to know the state of
things at Corinth; but when
he could wait no longer, he ad-
vanced into Macedonia, where
at length Titus met him, bringing the
news for which he was so desirous.  The

‘receipt of this intelligence called forth the
second epistle, from which we may gather
that the excitement and agitation, which
previously threatened the harmony of the
Church, had passed, and the purpose of the
Apostle was now to tranquilize and en-
courage. Titus was also the bearer of this
second epistle, which was apparently written
from Philippi; and he was accompanied,
on his return to Corinth, by two brethren,
one of whom would appear to have been
Luke.

A portion of this epistle is devoted to
subjects connected with a collection being

made among the wealthier communities of
Asia and Greece, for their poorer Christian
brethren in Judeea; apd the two compan-
ions, besides assisting T'itus in encouraging
the Churches of Corinth and Achaia,
were to gather the contributions, which
Paul himself should receive on his arrival
at Corinth, and bcar with him to Jerusa-
lem. Timothy, who had been sent from
Ephesus to Corinth, was again with the
Apostle in Macedonia, when the second
epistle was written, and probably served as
his amanuensis,—an office filled by Sos-
t{xcnes in the writing of the first epis.
tle. )

After the departure of Titus aud his
companions, Paul continued some time
longer in Macedonia, and even cxtended
his missionary work into Illyricum. The
Christian communities of Macedonia nobly
responded to the appeal in behalf of the
brethren in Judaa ; and bearing with him
the gifts of their liberality, the Apostle at
length, according to his stated purpose, set
out for Corinth. . The only record we have
of this journey, is the short statement in
the Acts, “ When he had gone over those
parte (Macedonia); and had given them
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much exhortation, he came into Greece, |
and there abode three months.” |

We do not know if the Apostle azain
visited Athens, or whether the Church at
Corinth continued peaceful and purified.
One incident alone we are enabled to con-
neet with this visit,—an incident indeed of
much importance, — the writing of the
epistle to the Romans. ~Phebe, a Chris
tian lady of Cenchrea, the castern parr of .
Corinth, was about to sail to Rome upon
some private business, and the Apostle
availed bimself of the opportunity to send
a letter to the Romen Church.  Christi-
anity had possibly found its way to Rome
through some private Christian converts,
and a Church lad been established in the
city, but had not received any of those
gifts which were the marks of apostolic
origin. It appears to have consisted mainly
of Gentiles, though of Gentiles who were
decply interested in Jowish questions.

The Apostle had long desired to visit |
the capital of the Gentile world, and had
even purposed to go further west; and he
now resolved, aftes conveying the contn-
butions which he had received 1o the
Churches 1o Judaa, to carry out, if at all
possible, his purpuse: bat at preent the
letter must be substituted for a personal |
visit. Thi- epistle must be regarded s
first in Tuportance amony the episies of
St. Paul. It was not called for by any
specizl circumstances, but is the expression
of those more general topics which had a
deep interest for those to whom he wrote
in common with himselfl and in which ihe
great subjects of love and fuith find a pro-
minent place.

On leaving Corinth the Apostle was ac-
companied by Luke. and we have amain the
parrative of an eve-witness. L rlot of
some kind. planned by the Jews an the
occasion of his being about ta satl for Svria,
compeiled the Apastle to chanze his route,
and 1nduced him amin to visit Macedonia.
Several brethren who purpesed 1o accom-
pany him to Jerusalem, siled ip advance
to Troas, very possibiy taking with toem
the coliection made in ail the Churches.
and there waited the Apastle s arrival.  If
Paul had left Ephesus shortiy after Pente-
cost, the rest of the sumamer and the nu-
tumn were speat in Macedonia, and it
must have been winter when he visited
Achaia and Corinth; and naw again the
paschal moon was waning before he sailed
with Luke from Philippi.  The ship was
cither retarded by ealins or eontrary winds
for the passage. which.-on the occasion of |

|
I
|
i
b

.
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his firss coming to Europe, occupied twer
days, was now extended to five.

At Troas he remained seven days, and
on the first day of the week there was
meeting for the breaking of bread, when
Paul discoursed earnestly and long with
the brethren. The ship was to sail the
nest morning, and midoight found them
listening to the Apostle’s speech. The place
was an upper room, with apparently a recess

_ur balcony projecting over the street or

court; the night was dark, and many lights
were burning in the chamber where they
were met, and which may have served to
make the atwosphere oppressive. A youth
named Eutychus was sitting, or leaning on
the balcony. and was gradually overcome
by sieep, so that he at last fell upon the
pavement below, and was taken up dead.
The nieeting was thrown into confusion by
the accident, but Puul went down. and feil
on, and embraced him, and faid, ¢ trouble
not yourselves, for his life is in him.” The
sud vccurrence was thus turned to an
occasion of thankfulness, and as the mec:-
ing resued its tranqguiliity the bearts of
all would be touched with a decper sense
of God's power and luve. They engaged
in the breaking of bread, or the Agape, in
which, as was usual in the carly chureh, the
holy communion was combined with a feast
or meal, and the Apostle continued to con-
verse with them. and orly at the dawn of
day did the company separate.

In the morning, the vessel left Troas for
Assos, but, to gain time, the Apostle made
the journey by land. A good Roman road
connected the two citics. which were dis-
tant from cach other about twenty miies,
while the ship, as it rounded the head land
of Lestrum.would have to make about twice
that distance. At Assos Paul rejoined the
vessel. and as ey steered out ot the
harbour, the Island of lLiesbos was over
agalast them, and before night they were
sately wonred in the port of Mitylene. the
fomous eapital of the lsiand. At day
vieak, they again weighed anchor. but
were  pusitly becalmed o Chios, za
wand wt no great distance. and only
apparentiy on the fourth day from Traas
did they resch Miletus.  The Apostle was
anxiow: to be in.lcrusalem at Pentecost,
and the tardiness of the voyage hitherto,
and the unecrtuinty of the winds in thuse
variable seas made him relinquish  any
intention of visiting Ephesus, and ke
therefore sent fur the clders of the church
there to meet him at Miletus.

The address to the Ephesian Elders
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-recorded in the 20th chapter of Actsis
characteristic of the Apostle, and in many
respeots resembles his letters. There is a
fond reminiscence of his labours among
them, sach as is met with in more than one
of his epistles, a like tender solicitude, with
earnest warning and exhortation to persever-
ance, and finally commendation to the
grace of God. And having thus spoken, .
he kneeled dowp, and pmyed with them
all, and they all wept sore, and fell on Paul’s
neck, and kissed him, sorrowing most of
2ll for the words which he spoke, that they
should see his face no more.”

From Miletus the course of the voyage
was by Coos, and Rhodes, to Patara, where
they found a vessel about to sail for
Pheepicia, and having embarked, they
sailed by Cyprus to Tyre, where, finding
several disciples, they tarried several days.
These disciples moved by the Spirit that he
should not go up to Jerusalem, but when
the days were accomplished he departed
with Lis companivas. Again the parting
was affecting and impressive, for according
to the narrative, *‘ they all brought us on
our way with wives and chx]dren til we
were out of the city, and e knecled down
on the shore and prayed.”

The vessel in which they- were sailing
touched at the several ports of the Syrian
coast, and on thig occasion cast anchor at
Ptolemais, and here the Apostle and bis
companions left the ship, and when they
had “ salated the brethren, and abode with
them one day,” they travelled by land to
Ceesarea.

The latter pest of Paul's journey had
been more prosperous than the beginning,
and on reaching Ciesarea, which was with-
in easy distance of Jerusalem. he determined
to spend there the interval before Pentecost,
as he may not have dcBmed it prudeat to
be too long in the Capital before that feast.

Philip the evangelist. and ene of the
seven, was settled in this place. He had
four d'mgptcrs. who were living lives of
single devotedness, and exercised the gift
of prophecy. Thcy may probably have re-
peated the warnings already heard, bat
thesd warnings had a more cxphcxt voice in
Agabus, the same who had predicted the
famine in the reign of Clandius, and who
now came down from Jerasalem to Cosarea,
and intimated the danger that waited Paul.
‘The friends of the \posx]c sought to dissuade
him from going up to Jerusalem, but his
resolution had been taken, and he did not
now falter on his deliberate purpose, declar-
ing t}nt he was “ readx not to be bound

| done.”
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only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the
sake of the Lord Jesus.” Recognizing pos-
sibly the will of the Lord in this deter-
miuation, they expressed their acyuicscence
in the words, “the will of the Lord be
And after a while, as the festival
drew near, Paul set out for the Holy city
accompanied not only by his previous fel-
low travellers, but also by some of the
Christians of Casarea, who. on their arri-

" val, brought him to the house of one

Mnason, a :..tive of Cyprus, and where he
would find comfort, sympathy,and attention.

L’Orignal, February, 1865.

SONGS OF PRAISE. NO. 2

O few of the hymns of the

//" N
T \ :Yz\,é':\ Church prior to the Refor-
‘,‘\Q \5% mation can be employed

by us, that it is scarcely neces-
sary for wractical purposes to
dwell upon them. Yet ithe sub-
//\’;“ ject bas its interest; and in the

})‘* > darkest periods we shall find
£28  mea of true Christian feeling,
singing the songs of the people. of God, and
maintaining unbroken the line of faithful ones,
whe testify for God in every age.

It is greatly to be regreited that so few
records of tbe primitive Church remain for our
guidance. The spirit of the apostles must have
been reflected in the Church for gencrations
after their labours came to an end; and the
trials through which the carly Charistians passed
must bave greatly promoted their spirituality
and fervour. Until the time of Ambrose, who
irsi employed the Latin tongue in ihe sacred
song of the Church, we know of only two or
three bymn writers by name,—Clement of
Alexandria, whose solitary hymn was written,
as it bears, while martyrs were daily burad,
bebeaded, and  crucified before his cyes:
Ephraim of Syros, 2 monk of a simple and
tender natare, with whose sweet sirains several
translators have made us familiar; andthe better
kaown Gregory of Nazianzen, the friend and
companion of Basil, who, loving solitude and
contemplation, yet driven by the necessities of
bi« time into active life, sought refuge and
comfort in song from the iroubles and dis-
quictude of £n age of conflict and turbulence

There are also some anonymous Greek hymns
of still deeper interest for us, from their prob-
able antiguity, but more especially two which
caa be traced back to the earliest necords,—the
Morning Hyma, or, as it is styled in the Latia
Charch, the Gloria in Excelsig, or the song of

180

¢



76

the angels, and the Ter Sanctus, or Triumphal
hymn, on the vision of Isaiah. These hymns
are gems of song, and should be on the lips
of all Christians. They mirror to us the early
Cburch with its purity and fervour, its attach-
ment and fidelity to Scripture; and offer to
worshippers and bymn writers of ali ages a
irue model of praise. Itwould almost seem,
a3 if the Divine protection, which has accom-
panied the sacred writings, had been extended
to these songs ; for they have come down to us,
amid the corruptions of the Church of Rome,
pure as they were first uttered.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

people, the imperial troops surrounding the edi-
fice for several day3. To sustain the spirit of
the beleagured congregation Ambrose, it is
said, led them to sing after the Greek manner,
probably by responses, to which we have the
following interesting reference in the Confes-
sions of Augustine. (Book ix. 14, 15.;

“ Nor was I sated in those days with the
wondrous sweetness of considering the depths
of thy councils concerning the salvation of
mankind. How did I weep through thy bymns

. and canticles, touched to the quick by the

Of a somewhat later period, if we follow the

traditions of the Romish Church, is the well
kpown Te Deum, still sung on public occasions
of thanksgiving by both the Greek and Latin
churches, and of the same pure and catholic
natare as the hymns we Lave just mentioned.
One cf these traditions ascribes this noble
bymn to an inspiration of Ambrose, as he was
administering the ordinance of baptism 1o
Augustine. Another makes Ambrose and
Aungustine sing it togetker in responses. But
ihere is good reazor to believe that il had a
more ancient origin, and sprang out of a Greek
hymn of an earlier period; Ambrose, in all
probability, throwing it into its present form.
though some ascribe it to hiz contemporary
Hilary. A very uscful translation into leng
measure of tlc opening part of the Te Deum
will be found in our collection, hymn 39: and
at the close of the doxologies the prose versions
of the three hymas as transiated in the English
Liturgy.

Ambrose was born in the middle of the |

fourth century, and at an ecarly period of his
life became the Governor of the Province of
Liguria, residing in the imperial city of Milan.
The Arian bishop of Milan dring, the privilege
of clection was referred to the people, and
with acclamation they declared the governor
their bishon, as he sought to appease a tumalt
among them.
apen him, which was a most difficult one for
an Athanasian to fill, owing to the presence of
the imperial court. at that time strongly es-

Ambrose firmly conicnded for the doctrine of
the Trinitr. In the exercise of his office, and
for the good of the Church, he wrote hymas
and so zealousls encouraged their use. that it

became quite geaerzl. not onlr in the public |

service of the Church, but also in private life. | afterwards to assume gigantic proportions; on

On onc occasion the cinpress, having com-
manded him to deliver up & particular charch
to the Arian party,he refused, and took posses-
sion of it in person with a gTeat concourse of

Accepting the office thusthrust -

! voices of thy sweet attuned church! The voices

sank into mine ears, and the truth distilled
into my heart, whence the affections of my de~
votions overflowed ; tears ran down, and I was
happy therein.

# Not long had the church of Milan began to
use this kind of consolation and exhortation:
the hrethren zealously joining with harmony of
voice and heart. For it wasga year, or not
much wore, that Justina, mother to the Em-
peror Valentinian, then a child, persecated thy
servant Ambrose in favour of her heresy, to
which she was seduced by the Arians. The
devout people kept watch in the churck ready
to die with thgir bishop, thy servant. There
my mother, thy handmaid, beariag a chief part
in those anxicties and watchings, lived for
prayer. We, vet unwarmed by the heat of
thy spirit, still were stirred up by the sighi of
the amazed and disquieted city. Then it was
instituted that, afier the maaner of the Eastern
churches;, hymns and psalms should be sung,
lest the people shouild wax faint through the
tediousness of sorrow : and from that day to
this the custom is retained, divers (yes,almost
all) thy congregations throughout other parts
of the world following herein.”

e cannot suppose that there was no psal-

i mody in the Westera Church before the time of

i

Ambrose : we know to the contrary..Bat he evi-

. dentir extended and enriched i };nndsncceedcd

in making the people sing with heart and soul.
The movement becgpe’ genedal,and the churches

. everywhere enjoyed the benefif of,thc change.

~ The term Ambrosian is applxcd to the hymrs
pousing the Arian side of the great controversy,

in use at thic period. They were generally in
the same Tambic measure, without rhyme, and
required to be sung in order to be felt. The

, 1 Church was already on the decline inregasd to

doctrine; and we find on some subjects the
hymns indicating the rise of error which wis

other subjects again the hymns are quite scrip-
turzal, and healthy and vigorous in their tone.
Occasional hymns, or hrmas for days and sesa-
sons, were the fashion of the time, and hence
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the morning and evening hymnos, with Christ
often symbolizad as the Light, by which the Am-
brosian hymns are best known., Hymns 3, 6,
.8, and 10, in onr gollestion are of this kind.
When well translated, these hymns suit us ad-
mirably. We oan pérueive in them the stately
march of the Roman luhguage, now for the
first time applied to the putpose of sacred sng.

With Ambrose, in what is styled the Ambros-
ian period of hymns, wefe agsociated Hilary,
the Bishop of Arles; and I'rudentiug, with other
writers whose names linve passed away. Hilary
died at the early age of forty=nine, but already
as a preacher and thegloginn had attained great
fame, and was honuured to preside over one of
the great counciis of the Church. Prudentius
stood high in the ¢jvil snd tailitary service of
the Emperor Honoriug, when his views of life
underwent a change, and he retired from the
public service, to devote hiz time and talents to
the work of the Lovrd, 1o was the author of
many religious posms, from which verses were
extracted, and used a3 hiytshe by the Church.

It is painful to follyw the Church in ber de-
cline, and 1o peroeive the truth gradually ob-
scured by error; yet there iz scarcely an age
when we do not find sothe one faithful and true
to the spirit of the t}napel, and raising bis voice
for God and salvation, -

double sceptre of spiritunl and temporal sover-
eignty, we have (Gregory the Great siaging, in
language not to be forgatien, the Veni Crealor
Spiritus, of whish the ttanslation in the ordi-
nation service of the (!hurch of England, must
be familiar to many, and collecting and arrang-
ing the church meflodin; of thore ancient times,
so a3 to have given his natne perpetually to
_much of the music of the early Church.

About the same perind lived the gracefuland |

accomplished Venantinz Fortunatus, wandering

‘Jike a troubadour, As e mhy regard him, from
palace to palace, the friend of princes and
kings, and passing unhatmed] amid the gaieties
of courts, dill we find him at the close of his
life the Bishop of Paictiors, Several of his
hymns passed into general uze, and have been
sung ever sinca hy the Waatern Charch.

-,
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ishing his translation of the Gospel of John
into Anglo-Saxon just before he expired. Cuth-
bert says:

“He lived joyfully, giving thanks to God
day and night, yea at all hours, until the Feast
of the Ascension; every day he gave lessons °
to us his pupils, and the rest of his time he oc-
cupied in chanting psalms. He was awake al-
most the whole night, and spent it in joy and
thanksgiving ; and when be awoke from his
short sleep immediately heraised his hands on
high, and began again to give thanks. He
sang the words of the Apostle Paul, ‘It is &
dreadful thing to fall into tbe bands of the
living God.” He sang much besides from the
Holy Scriptures, and also many Anglo-Saxon
bymns. He sang antiphons, according to his
and our custom (the ancient custom which Am-
brose had introduced among the people from
the East) and amoung others this one, ‘O King
of glory, Lord of power! who this day didst
ascend a victor aboveall the heavens, leave
not orphancd behind Thee, but seend to us the
promised Spirit of the Father, Hallelujab!’
And when he came 1o the words ‘icave us not
orphaned behind Thee,” be burst into tears.
Then io an hour he began to sing again. We
wept with him; sometimes we read, sometimes

' we wept, but we could not read without tears.
On the Papal throne itself, wiclding the

Somewhat later the venprable Bede adorns
the anuals of Boglish Wistury, passing his days

quictly in the aloisier, ye! rendering memor-
able servics to hisage and 1o all future ages by
the diligent use of hiz pon. He wns constantly
singing psalms and hymns, of which he was
passionately fond.

‘I'he necount given by the -

Saxon chronicler, (Juthbimrt, of his closing °

hours, is exceedingly tonohing. Surrounded by
weeping iriends he lahoured on to thelast, fin-

Often would he thank God for sending him this
sickness, and often would he say, ¢ God chas-
teneth whom be loveth.” Often too would he
repeat these words of S.. Ambrose, ‘I have
not lived so that I should ve ashamed to live
amongst you : yet ncither do I fear todie, for we
have a good Lord." Besides the lessons which
he gave us,and his psalm singing during those
days, hecomposed two important works,a trans-
lation of the Gospel of St. John into our native
tongue, for the use of the Church, snd extracts
from Isidore of Seville; for he said, ¢ I would
aot that my pupils should read what is false,
and after my death should labour in vain.” On
the Tuesday morning before Ascension day his
sickness  increased. breathing beeame
difficult, and his fect began toswell. TYet he
passed the whole day joyfully, dictating. At
times be would say, ¢ Make haste to learn. for I
do not know how long I shall remsin with
vou, or whether my Creator will not soon take
me to himseif!” The following night he spent in
prayers of tharnksgiving. And when Wednesday
dawned, he desired us diligenily to coatinue
writing what we had begun. When this was
finished, we carried the relics in procession,
as is cusiomary on that day. Onec of us then
said to him : ¢ Dearest master, we bave ret one
chapter to tranmslate: will it be grievous to

his
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thee if we ask thee any further? He answer-
ed, ¢ It is quite easy ; take the pen and write
quickly.’ Then he begged every one of them
to pray for him. They all wept chiefly for that
he said that, in this world, they should see his
face no more. But they rejoiced in that he
gaid, * I go to my Creator; 1 have lived long
enough; the time of my departure isat hand,
for I long to depart and be with Christ.” Thus
did he live on till the evening. Then that scholar
said to bim, ¢ Dearest master, there is only
one thought left to write.” Heanswered. ¢ Write
quickly.’ Soon that scholar replied, ‘ Now thic
thought also is written.” Heanswered. ‘Thou
hast well said. Itis finished. Raise my head
in thy hapd, for it will do me good to sit
opposite my sanctuary, where I was wont to
kneel down to pray, that sitting I may call
upon my Father! So he seated bimself on the
ground in his cell, and sang the Glory to Thee,
OLord, Fatber, Son,and Holy Ghost; and when
he had named the Holy Ghost, be breathed his
Test breath.”

So this faithful servant passed away, labour-
ing at bis precious work to the last, and giv-
ing the glory to God. We may truly say
with Balaam, * Let me die the death of the
righteous, and let my Jast end be like bis.” A
few of Bede's own bymus have been preserved:
and are of s most respectable character.

At the close of the cleventh century, the
great Bernard was born in France. Carrying
out the dying wish of his noble mother, noble
in rank and noble in character, the. lady
Aletta, he, with his five vrothers and many
other friends, espoused the conventual life, and ;
founded the celebrated abbey of Clairvaux with |
which his name is associated. His time was |
divided between manual labour and meditation,
the site of the convent having been purposely
placed in a wild and uncultivated region, for
the emplosment of the inmates. Soon the |
country around assumed a smiling appearance *
under the sigorous cfforis of the distinguished
monks, and from the va.ley of Clairvanx went
forth at the same time, thiough the character
and iabours of Bernard, a moral and spiritual
infiuence by which ‘the Chrisiian world of
that day was beaefited. His reputation spread,
and he was forced from his retirement by the
cxigencies of the times. He became the coun-
sellor of popes and sovereigns: and there were
few affairs of imporiance in which he did not
take aleading part. He threw himself with
all his characteristic zeal and encrg; into the
great movement of the age for the redemption
of the Holy Sepulchre. He engaged actively in |
controversy. He took partin the councils of .

. transferred to their hymn book.
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his time. One bundred and sixty monasieries
hailed bim as their founder ; and if, asis prob-
able, they were pervaded by the spirit of Ber-
nard, they must have exercised a bappy influence
upon the conventualism of the age. .

We have to do with Bernard as one of our
sweetest and best hymn-writers. Our readers
will be able to judge for themselves of bis
capacity from two of bis hymns in the collec-
tion, hymn 55 on the Passion, and hymn 109
(108 is another version of the same) on the
Name of Jesus. How well fitted Bernard was
to give forth a voice for cthers on the name
and death of the Saviour, may be inferred from
the following passage in his writings :

“ From the very beginning of my conversion,
feeling my own deficiency in virtue, 1 appro-
priated to myself this nosegay of myrrh, com-
posed of all the pains and sufferings of my
Saviour, of the privations to which he sub-
mitted in Lis childhood, the labours that he
endured in his preaching, the fatigue that he
uaderwent in his journeyings,—of his watchings
in prayer, his temptations in fasting, his tears
of compassion,—of the snares that were laid for
him in his words, of his perils among false
brethren,—of the outrages, the spitting, the
smiting, the mocking, the insults, the nails—
in a word, of all the griefs of all kinds that he
submitted to for the salvation of man. I have
discovered that wisdom consists in meditating
on these things, and that in them alone is the
perfection of righteousness, the plenitude of
knowledge, the riches of salvation, sund the
abundance of merit. Ia these contemplations
I find relief from sadness, moderation in suc-
cess, and safety in the royal highway of this
life, so that I march on between the good and
evil, scattering on either side the perils by
which I am menaced. This is the reason why
I have always these things in my mouth, as
you know, and always in.my heart, as God
knoweth ; they are habitually occurring in my
writings, a5 every one may see; and my most
sublime philosophy is to know Jesus Christ and
him crucified.”

Bernard's hymn on the Passion has been trans-
Inted by Paul Gerhard, almost too freely
to be called a2 translation ; but the German
hymn is quite cqual to the other, as skilful s
hand touching the lyre. It was again trans-
lated by the Wesleys from the Germap, and
Bernard's
other hymn on the Name of Jesus is the parent
of a great many hymns on the same sabject.
Both hymns descrve to be studicd and followed
by other hymn writers..

A cousin of Bernard, of the same name, was
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the Abbot of Clugny, and seems to have
partaken largeiy of the genius and fervid
nature, as well as of the piety, of his more
illustrious relative. In the collection will be
found a bymn by this Bernard of Clugny, in
three parts, extracted from 2 larger poem on
the blessedness of heaven.

It would serve little purpose to pass under
review the remaining writers, who contri-
buted to the bymnology of the Church during
the middle ages. They were generally monks,
as Peter Damiani, the Cardinal Archbis-
hop of Ostia; Hildebert, the Archbishop of
Tours; Adam of the St. Victor School of
Theology in Paris; Peter the Venerable of
Clugny; Thomas de Celano, and Thomas &
Kempis. To Thomas de Celano, in the 13th
century, & Franciscan monk, and a personal
friend of the founder of the order, we owe the
Dies Irz, the most sublime of hymns, a fine
translation of which by Dr. Irons is given in
the collection, hymn 83. One writer, who was
not a moak, claims to be mentioned, King
Robert the Second of France, son of Hugh
Capet, and surnamed the Pious, born A.D.
987, whose great enjoyment, under the cares of
royalty, was sacred music, with kindred occu-
pations and pleasures. His fine hymn on the
Holy Spirit, Veni Sancte Spiritus, pronounced
by the present Archbishop of Dublin to be one
of the most beautiful hymns we have, is well
known, and should not be overlooked in a
proper collection of hymus. (95.)

From the medizval writers we can draw a
few hymns of sterling excellence,—we are sorry
to say only a few, which may be employed
with great advantage ia the service of the
Church, and from which much may be learned
by those who aspire to the composition of
hymns. A few hymns only in the range of

ten centuries speaks volumes as 10 the con-

dition of the Church during 1that period. These
bymns, elevated and pure asz we have found

them to be, are no more a type of the age in ¢

which they appeared than that age is of them.

They are the utterances of mien who are to be |
found inevery age,—carnest snd irue believers °

in God, proof against the accidents of their
time, and plainly belonging to the brotherhood
of Cbhrist. Somectimes these truc-hearted fol-
lowers of God, of whom the world is not
worthy, glide through life unnoticed into
that brighter world, where they will shine
for ever and ever; at other times God raises
them aloft upon earth for the benefit of man-
kind. Wherever we find their voice raised,
let as gladly listen to it ; and instead of turning
aside from a man, because the age in which he

i
i
)
I

79

lived was obscure, let us rcjoice and give
thanks the more, that God caused light to arise
amidst the darkness.

WHAT IS PRESBYTERIANISM ?

Lecture delivered before the Young Men's Chris-
tian Association of St. Andrew's Church,
Kingston.

We are met this evening for a very impor-
tant purpose, viz., that of re-opening the
Young Men's Christian Association of our
Church. On such an occasion, itseems to us,
we can turn to no more appropriate subject
than that which, when dircussed, will tend to
elucidate the system of Clhristian polity under
which, as Presbyterians, we from Sabbath to
Sabbath worship, and which,we consider, is laid
down in the Weord of God. As many of those
from whom we differ are personal friends, and
highly esteemed by us for their Cbristian
virtues, we would not Lave it supposed ti'at in
differing from them, or in stating our reasons
for differing from them, we wish to assume to-
wards them an attitude of bostility, and this the
more especially, as ‘ae question, whatis the best
form of Church government? is not of primary
importance—the question of primary impor-
tance being, not am | an Episcopalian, a
Presbyterian, a Congregationalist,buf,am I a
Christian ?

While premising this, however, we would
not have the conclusion drawn that it is 2
matter of no importance, or of indifference,
whether we attach oursclves to the one, or to
the other of these associaiions, just as circum-
stances may determine. It i3, we consider,
although not of primary, yet of greal impor-
tance. To breathe in a pure clement is beyond
question physically more conducive to healik
than to inbale a vitiated air; and as there is
generally, if not always, although we may not
be abie to discern it, an analogy between de-
velopments in the kingdom of grace and of
nature, the assumpiion cannot surely be con-

' sidered as an undue cxiension of this idea, that

it is at least likely that spiritually we will be
in 2 healthy or tnhealthy state, as we worship
under a system of religious polity which is,and
mast necessarily be, pure orimpure, in propor-
tion as it verges to, or diverges from, the stand-
ard laid down in the Word of God—:the only
infallibic rule. It is unguestionadly the daty
of every one, therefore wuo is concerned about
his immortal destiny, and who is desirous to be
found walking in that way which was tred by
inspired apostles, and in which they left the
Church harmonicusly walking when they
ceased from their labours and entered into
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their rest, with the Word of God in his hand to
cause the different systems of religious polity
to pass in review before him, resolved to hold
to this or reject that,as by this standard of
judgment, with the Spirit's help, he may be
led to determine.

What then, let us ask, is Presbyterianism, the
form of church government under which we
worship ? and, how does it coincide with the
apostolic model, the model or standard laid
down in the Word of God ?

What then, 13 Presbyteriaaism?

Presbyterinnism is intermediate between
Episcopalianism and Congregationalism. In
Episcopalianism the clergy are supreme; in
Congregationalism the people are supreme; in
Presbyterianism the power is divided between
both; in it all ministers are of equal rank,
there being no distinction, as of deacon, priest,
and biskop, as in the Episcopal Church. The
members of the congregation, however, are not
on an equality, nor bas each of them a direct
voice in the proceedings of the church. Asin
Parliament, the whole pation is in the House
of Commons represented by delegates chosen by
the people, who do not themselres directly
speak or vote in the assemblies of the nation,
80 in the Presbyterian bedy, the congregation
is represented by a small number of persons
selected from it, who are called elders. They

“have a spiritual rank. Along with the minister
they constitute a session who conduct the
affairs of the church. They, for example,
examine, or are expected to examine, applicants
for admission to the church, decide on their
being made members or not, visit the sick and
poor of the congregatior, pray and read the
Seriptures with those of the church who may
desire or require their presence, and at the
communion assist the minister in the distribu-
tion of the bread and wine. The elders of ibe
Presbyterian churches thus discharge religious
offices. They de not, however, on any ocea-
sion preach, or administer baptism, or ever
take the place of the minister at the commu-
nion. Only those who are ordained ministers
discharge these duties. A single Presbyterian
church has thus 2 miaister, a session, or com~
mittee of elders, aud a body of members. The
last named act through the session, and have
no direct voice in the majority of proceedings,
exceptin the clection of ministers, when the
merbers of the congregation have the supreme
control. A Presbyterian congregation, how-
ever, does not stand alone like & congregational
one ruling itsclf. All the congregations of
a district are represented by what is called
its Presbytery. 1In this Presbytery all the
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ministers of the district meet together at stated
times, and, along-with them, a representative
elder from each of the churches of the district.
They have authority over the several churches
within their bounds. No minister can be ap-
pointed to a particular congregation without
their consent and approval; and appeals may
be made to the Presbytery by even the smallest
miuority in a congregation who are not satisfied
with the proceedings of their session. Further,
all the Presbyteries of a large district of coun-
try meet at intervals and constitute a Synod.
To ttis Synod & party dissatisfied with the de-
cision of tné Presbytery of which the church,
of which he is a member, forms a part, may
appeal, and have the whole matter of appeal
re-considered. In this country its decision is
final. In Scotland itis notso. Once a year
all the Synods, or representatives from them
all, (4. e.) ministers and elders from every Pres-
bytery, meet together in Edinburgb, and form
what is called the General Assembly of the
Church. This is, there, the Court of Appeal,
to which matters may be referred from the
Synod, and be finally disposed of. This Gene-
ral Assembly legislates further on all matters
affecting the church as a whole.
Presbyterianism, then, is a term referring
to the form of government, (which we have
cursorily described), and under which the
Presbyteryis the radical and leading judicatory;
all miristers of the word and sacraments are
equal, and are ordained by the layiag on of
hands; and ruling elders, as the representatives
of the pecople, partake in all authoritative actas.
Upder it also, by & series of judicatories,
rising one above another, each individual
church is watched over and cared for by its3
appropriate judicatory, and the whole body, by
a system of review and control, is bound to-
gether as one homogeneous community. Wher-
ever this system is found in operation in the
church of God, there is Presbyterianism.
How,now let us ask does this system coincide
with the standard of the Bible? In Old
Testament times, each particular synagogue,
we are told, was governed by a bench of elders,
of which the angel of the church was the pre-
siding officer; from whose decision appeals
were admitted, in cases of alleged incorrectness
of judgment, to the great synagogue at Jerusa-
lem, where an opportunity was given for redres-
sing what was done amiss. Nothing like the
independency of particular synagogues was
thought of. A system which bound the whole
community together as one visible professing
body was uniformly in operation ; and if we turn
to New Testamen! times and abide by New Testa-
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ment authority, we cannot understand the
possibility of impartial readers entertaining
different opinions. The moment we open the
ingpired history of the apostolic age, we find
a style of speaking concerning the officers of
the Church, and & statement of facts, which
evince, beyond all contreversy, that the model
of the symagogue was that which was then
adopted, and which was left in universal use
svhen inspired men surrendered the Church to
their successors. We find, preaching the gos-
pel, feeding the sheep and lambs of Christ,
and administering the Christian sacraments—
the highest offices intrusted to the ministers of
Christ. We find a plurality of elders, by Divine
direction ordained in every church. Ip no
instance, in the whole New Testament, do we
find an organized congrega:ion under the
watch and care of a single officer; nor do we
find one minister exercising a priority or pre-
eminence over another. Amoag the twelve
apostles there was perfect parity, there wasno
arch-apostle, like the bishog or archbishop
of modern times. There is evidently but oue
commission given to the authorized ministers of
the word and sacraments. When the Saviour
left the world, he commissioned nc bigher officer
in s Church, speaks of no higher than of him
who was empowered to go forth and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
The ordinary power is manifestly represented
as possessed by ordinary pastors, and as per-
formed by the laying on of the bands of tle
Presbrtery. There is not a solitary instance
to be found in al! the New Testament of an
ordination being performed by a single indi-
vidual, whether an ordinary or an extraordi-
nary minister. In all the cases which we find
recorded or hinted at, a plurality of ordainers
officiated. When Paul and Barnabas were de-
signated to a special mission, it was by a plu-
. rality of prophets and teachers of the Church

of Antioch (Acts xii). When they went forth
to preach and organize churches, we are in-
formed, that they together ordained eclders in
every church. Timothy was ordsained by the
laying on of the bands of the Presbytery (I
Tim. iv. 14). And even when the deacons
were set apart to their office, it is plain from
the parrative in Acts vi., that a plurality laid
hands upon them, with prayer and fasting. It
is plain too that the whole visible church, in
the apostelic age, whether in Jerusalem or in
Anticch, in Philippi or in Epbesus, were re-
garded as onc body, governed by the same
laws, subject to the same aunthority, and regu-
lated by the same judicial decisions. Thus
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when a question arose which interested and
affected the whole Christian community, it was
decided by a Synod of the apostles and elders
at Jerusalem; and the decrees of that Synod
were sent down to ‘“all the churches” to be
registered and obeyed. Iere was evidentlyan
assembly of ministers and elders, acting as ths
representatives of the whole church, and pro-
nouncing judicial decisions, which were
intended to bind the whole body. B.ut there
is no need of going further into detail. During
Christ’s sojourn on earth, and for the first two
hundred years after, it is certain that neither
Prelacy nor Independency was known in the
Church. There is not a single record, within
that period, which either asserts or implies it;
GJut every thing of a contrary aspect. Every
flock of professing Christians bad its pastor,
with its bench of elders, by whom the govera-
ment and discipline were conducted, and by
whom the funds collected for the relief of the
poor were received and disbursed, and who
were subject to such jurisdiction as that to
which we have already alluded. If this be not
Presbyterianism, then there is nothing of the
kind in Scotland, in the Church of our fathers,
or in that branch of it with whick we are con-
nected, in this, the country of our adoption. But,
though we are inclined to say unanimously and
conscientiously that it is Presbyterianism, there
are those who differ from us, and seek to make
good their grounds for differgnce by appealing
to the same autbority as that which in the
choice of our form of religious service has
guided us. Thus, for instance, the Episcopa-
lians in support of their favourite dogma in
connection with the fundamental article of
church government, viz, that a Bishop is supe-
rior to & Presbyter, make their appeal alike to
Scripture, and the doctrine and practice of the
ancient church, in which they hold that among
those who correspond with the ministers and
clergymen of the ‘present day, there were then
different orders or degrees.

Let us  briefly Jook at their arguments.”
1. The Lervites, say they, were appointed to
discharge various subordinate offices connected
with the tabernacle, and the temple ; the priests
were set apart to offer sacrifices ; and the high
priest, while special duties and privileges were
assigned to him, was superior in rank to all
the ecclesiastical officers, and exercised
authority over them. 2. They argue that our
biessed Lord hiwself, in the exercise of his
ministry while on earth, established a distinc-
tion of ranks among the office-bearers of the
Church, the apostles being placed at the head,
corresponding to the bishops, while the sevanty
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disciples answered to the Presbyters. 3. They
adduce the instances of Timothy and Titus
whom they allege to have been bishops, the
one of Ephesus and the other of Crete. 4.
They maintain that by the expression * angels
of the churches” can be meant no other than
bishops. In confirmation of their assertion,
that bishops have existed from the earliest
times as an order distinct from, and superior
to, the orgder of Presbyters, they are accustomed
to refer to the titles of honour, which were
wont to be given to bishops in the primitive
church. The most ancient of these they say,
is the title of apostles. At an after pericd
they contented themselves with the appellation
of successors of the apostles. Another tie
which they received in token of respect, and
the high honour in which they were held, was
the appellation of princes of the people, or as
Optatus and Jerome, to distinguish them from
secular princes, style them, princes of the
church. Jerome, indeed, and other writers,

frequently use the title, as applied to a bishop, '

of Pontifex Maximus, or chief priest; s title .
< ull after the resurrection of Christ from the

which though now assumed as the sole prerog-
ative of tha bishop of Rome, denoted in early
times any bishop whatever.
we also find the title pope, father of the church,
and father of the clergy, used as a common

In the same way -

title in some ancient writers, of. all bishops,
and not of the bishops of Rome exclusively.
Nay, they are sometimes spoken of under a !

higher appellation still, as fathers of fathers,

and bishops of bishops: and Gregory Nazian-

zen styles them patriarchs, while Cyprian says
that every bishop is vicar or vice-gerent of
Christ. Not only were the bishops in the
ancient church superior in title, but also, as
Episcopalian writers argue. superior in office
to the presbyters; the bishop, in their view,
being the absolute independeni minister of
the church, while the presbyters were merely
his assistants, receiving ali their authority and
power from his hands, he also having the right
of censuring them and calling them to acconnt,

Now, as to the first argnment, the argmment '

from the Jewish church, we observe that at !

best, it amounts to nothing more than a pre-
sumption in favour of the Episcopal view. It
may be stated shortly. Episcopalians have
imagined that because a gradation of ranks in
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tive and presumptuous ; presumptive, inasmuck
as it proceeds on a mere supposition ; and pre-
sumptuous, inasmuch as it dares to dictate L
the All-wise himself, what course of conduc:
it behoved him to follow. And besides, there
is so wide and marked a difference beiween
the Jewish and the Christian dispensations,
that any analogical argument drawn from the
one in favor of the other i3 not ouly ueither
legitimate nor safe, but absolutely absurd.

In answer to the second argument that
our Lord himselt while on earth established a
distinction among the office-bearers of the
church, by appointing apostles corresponding
10 the bishops, and the seventy disciples cor-
responding to the presbyters, we argue that
the agalogy has no force, the seventy having
derived their commission directly from Christ,
as well as the apostles, and that as far as
appears, both their mission and their authority
were the same as those of the upostles. Bug,
besides, the argument is destroyed by the fact,
that the Chrisuan Church in its fixed consti-
tution did not, and could not properly exist

dead, that great event being the fundamental
article on which its whole doctrine rested.®
The argument deduced from the cases of

i Timothy and Titus, who are alleged to bave

been both of them bishops, the one of Epbesus,-
and the other of Crete, we meet, by & decided
denial of the allegation. The only evidence to
be found in Scripture occurs in the postscripts
to the epistles, addressed to them by Paul,
which postscripts are admitted on all bands to
be of no authority, having been appended long
after the epistles themselves were written.
But not only is evidence wanting in favour of
Timothy and Titus having been invested with
the office of diocesan bizhops: but all the evi-
dence which can be adduced from Scripture on
the subject goes 1o refute the idea that they
ever held any such office. Timothy is called
not a bishop, but an evangelist, 1n the epistles
addressed to him, and thus he stood nextin
rank to the apostles, and had, like them, a
general care of the churches. He was ap-

¢ pointed to ordain elders, who are also called

the ministerial office existed in the ancient

Jewish church, (a statement which for the sake
of argument we will allow them), it might be
inferred that Jesus Christ in plarning the con-
stitution of the Christian Chuich, would adopt
= similar plan. The argument thus sought to
be established, we consider as both presump-

bishops in every city. He was, therefore, not
a bishop, but an archbishop, an office which on
all hands is admiticd to have had no existence
in the apostolical church. Besides, the Ian-
guage of Paul, addressed to both Timothy and
Titus, i3 completely opposed to the supposition
of either the one or the other having been the
bishop of a fixed diocese. On this subject, Dr.
King well remarks, in bis able work in ex-
position and defence of Presbyterian Church
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government : ¢ It has been often asserted and
resolutely argued that Timothy was bishop of
Ephesus, and Titus of Crete. But these asser-
tions and arguments have little plausibility
the simplest reading of the New Testament
shows them to bc forced in the extreme. I
‘besought thee to abide still at Ephesus; was
it needful or decent to beseech a bishop to
abide in his diocese. If so, the vice of cierical
absentecism, as has ‘been often observed, had
a very early and respectable origin. ‘TFor this
cause, left I thee at Crete’. Is a bishop in his
diocese from being left there, and is he left
there, for a particular object, and not to fulfil
all the duties of his episcopate? The epistles
bear that the parties addressed had been fel'ow-
travellers with Paul, and they are required to
make all despatch to join him in their journeys.
In other portions of the New Testament w
find them au various p!rces with the apostle,
and sharing in ajl the changefulness of his
eventful pilgrimage. In the last notice w2
have of Timothy, Paul enjoins him to repair to
Rome, ‘in words which prove,’ says Mr. New-
man, ‘that Timothy was not at ieast as yet,
bishop of Ephesus, or of any other church.
Modern writers inform us that he was a com-
panion of St. Paul, and no more restricted to

. times.

any certain locality than the apostie himself,
- ter the sacraments, and to watch over the sheep

- of Jesus Christ; and also elders according to
- the rules of good and holy church discipiine,

Yt iz true that Thmothy was at Ephesus, and
did important work there. But the same can
be asserted with at least equal truth of his
apostolic superior :

*Watch and remember that -

by the space of three years, I cease not to warn . Bohemian brethren also,who drew up a plac of

every one nightand day with tears.’ When Paul :

could so speak to the Ephesian elders, why is
be not forthwith proclaimed bishop of Ephesus ?
in these early times, Paul, Timothy, and other
fellow-travellers were occasionally together in
the same place, so thata single coogregation
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the more especially as if we are to ceds the
point that the words angel and bishop aresyno-
nymous, we are obliged to recognize several
bisheps in the Church of Philippi, but how could
this be, according to the scueme of our anta-
gonists 7 More bishops than one in a church
seem to them as monstrous, as more heaGs
than one on the human body. It follows
then that the bishops of Philippi were plair
presbyters, and that such were the oul) bishops
in the Apostolic age,

With these remarks on the office of Biskop we
go on to observe another feature which distin-
guishes the goverrment of the Presbyterian
Church : viz, its eldership. It has been
often asserted by both Fpiscopalians and
Ccngregationalists that lay elders were un=
known to the church before the days of Calvin
in the sixteenth century, when that éminent
reformer introduced Presbyterian order into
the Church of Geneva.  But the most satisfac-
tory evidence exists that the office of elder as
distinguished from that of pastor, was recog-
nized among the Waldenses, a Christian sect
which traces its origin almost to Apostolic
In the confession of faith of this very
ancient body of Christians, it is explicitly de-
clared that it is necessary for the Church to
have Pastors to preach God's word, to adminis-

and the practice of the primitive charch. The

government and church discipline in 1616,
meniion elders as acknowledged office-bearers

. in their Church, and at the close of the docu-

ment they say that this is the BEcclesiastical

-~ order which they and their forefathers had had

was favoured temporarily with a whole col-

lege of diocésans. But to counterbalance this
extraordinary privilege, these clergymen of
the first order were liable to be compelled to
quit as they had come, aud leave a church in
the sad condition which Onderdonk ascribes
1o Ephesus, of having no bishop.”

The argument based on the assumption
thai the angels of the churches in the book of
revelation can refer only to bishops, we meet
by declaring it aitogether unwarrantable : and

even admitting that the expression denotes |

bishops, it still remains 10 be proved that they

were diocesan bishops, as Episcopalians would !

allege.  Morcover cachk of the churches is
declared to have had an angel or bishop,
which would seem to favour the Presbyterian
sather thau the Episcopalian view ; aad this

established among them for twe hundred years.
The description which this church gives of the
office of elders plainly identifies it with the
same office which still existsin all Presbyterian
Churches.  And we observe further, that the

" great body of the Protestant churches, whea

they had separated from the Church of Rome,
and proceeded to set up distinct organizations

" of their own were almost unanimous in adopt-

ing and maintaining the office of ruling elder ;
and at this day all the Protestant churches on
the continent of Europe, both Lutheran aid
Calrinistic, agree with “the Presbyterian
Churches both in Britain and America, in this
particular point of ecclesiastical governuaent
and administration, their consistories being
universally composed of both ministers and lay-
men,

Such officers, as Dr. Miller, in his able work
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on Presbyterianism has observed, are indispen-
8ably necessary to the maintenance of sound
and editying discipline. Without them disci-
pline would either be wholly neglected, or
carried on with popular noise and confusion,
or conducted by the pastor himself-thus placing
him in circumstances adapted to make him
either a tyrant partial to favourites, or a politi-
cal temporizer, This has appeared 50 manifcst
to many Congregational Churches, that they
have appointed each a committee consisting of
8ix or eight members, on whom is devolved the
whole business of preparing, arranging and
managing every case of discipline, so that the
body of communicants might have nothing
more to do than to give their public sanction

by a vote to what had been virtually done |

already by this judicial committee. Could
there “be a more emphatic acknowledgment of
the importance and necessity of this class of
officers ?

Further, Independents or Congregational- |

ists consider each particular chureh as entire-
ly independent of every other church. They
suppose that the authbority exercised by the
communicants of each churchis supreme and
final ; and that no courtsof review and control,
formed by the represenmtation of a number of
co-ordinate churches, and invested with judi-
cial power over the whole, ought to be ad-
mitted. Hence, when any member of an in-
dependent, or of a strictly Congregational
Church, is considered by himseif or bis friends,
as unjustly castout, or isir any "vay injuriously
treated, bhe hee no remedy. The system of In-
dependency furniskes no tribunal to which he
can appeal. ¢ must remain, while he lives,
under the oppressive sentence, unless the body
originally pronouncing it, should choose to re-
move it. The same esseatial defect in this sys-
tem, also appears in a variety of other cases.
If & controversy arise between a pastor and his
flock,acting on strictCongregational principles .
or if a contest occur between two Independent
or Congregational Churchesin the vicinity of
cach other, their ecclesiastical constitution fur-
nishes no means of relief. The controversy
may be subjected to the decision of a civil
court, cr to the judgment of selected arbitra-
tors, just as when controversies occur among
secularmen. But, their sysiem of church order
affords no remedy. Re- ourse must be had for
reilef to those worldly mstrumentalities, which
are equally painfal to pious hearts,and dishon-
orable to the cause of Christ. But, for all these
difficultics Presbyterianism, in her essential
constitution, furnishes appropriate, prompt,and
for the most part adequate relief. lersystem of

.
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‘ government and discipline contains within its
own bosom the means of adjustment and of
peace. Every species of controversy is com-
mitted for settlement to a grave and enlightened
iudicial body, made up of the representatives
of &1l the churches in a given district—a hody
not the creature of a day, which, when its work
is done ceases to exist—but organized, perma-
nent, and responsible, whose decisions are not
merely advisory, but authoritative; and
from whose sentences, if they be considered
erroncous, an appeal may be taken to a bigher
tribunal, embracing a large portion of the
Church, and far removed® from the excitement
of the original contest.

There is no doubt, indeed, that this system
of authoritative decision, not for one comgre-
gation only, bat for 2 number of churches be-
longing to the same visible body, may be
weakly or wickedly managed. Like everything
in the hands of men, and even like the Gospel
itself, it .oay be unskilfully administered. Tke
fault, however, is not in the system, but in the
adwmninistration. As a system of ccclesiastical

polity, it i> complete in all its parts—
! fitted to obviate every difficulty—not indeed
armed with civil power—not permitted to
enforce its decisions by civil penalties—a
'po]ity to which, folly, caprice or rebellion may
refuse to bow—Dbut, so far as happy adjustment
and moral power can go, better adapted to
promote the union, and the harmonioas counsel
and ro-operation of all the churches which
are willing to availthemselves of its advantages
than any other that Christendom presents.

Such is a cursory view of the negafive argu-
ment in favour of Presbyterianisie, and of &
few of the positive advantages attending that
form of church governmment, and of ecclesiasti-
cai order. It is,as a triter has observed,
better adapted than any other to repress cleri-
cal ambition; to prevent clerical encroach-
ments andstyzanny ; to guard against the reign
of popular effervescence and violence; to secure
the calm enlightened and edifying exercise of
discipline ; and to maintain the religious rights
of the peeple against all sinister influence. Tt
establishes in all our ecclesiastical borders,
that strict representative syste.m of govern-
ment, which has ever been found to lie at the
foundation of all practical freedom, both poli-
tical and religious, and which in its adminis-
tration has been, under God, the best pledge of
justice and stability. It affords that inspec-
tion over the lives and conversation of church
members whigh is ever indispensably nceded ;
and when faithfully carsied into execution is
better fitted than any other to bring the whole
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church to act together, and to unite all hearts
and bhands in the great work of Cbristian
beacficence.
Young men, we would say unto you then,
in conclusion, value your forms of worship.
Truae, they are not of primary importance,
as we mentioned at the outset, they will not
alone save you,—but they are not, there-
fore, to be lightly ®steemed. The man wuu
would persuade you that they are of no moment
whatever,—that it matters not what forms you
adopt or sanction,—that man is ignorant alike
of the word of God, of the claims of truth,
and of the nature of the allegiance which he
owes to the king of heaven. Let this thought
beever impressed on your minds,that in nothing
can your devoted loyalty to your Master be
more clearly shown than in scrupulous adher-
ence even to the most insignificant of his ap-
pointments. It is not in weighty and impor-
tant matters that the obedient spirit most
surely discovers itself. When the affectionate
child'not merely obeys the principal injunctions
of hig futher, but studiously interprets, and
anxiously complies with the slightest intima-
ion of his will, it is thea that he gives the
strongest proof of the filial piety by which he
is actuated. And so, when you tenaciously
cleave to those forms of worship which your
Bible has prescribed, and are solicitous to
maintain them in theirintegrity, you give the
best evidence of your attachment to the King
* of Zion, and may hope for that acceptance
from him which he has promised to these wio

believe, and do even his least commandments.

Your forms of worship, we have said, are
few and simple—they are not on that account
the less impressive. It has been sublimely said
by an eloquent writer, ¢ truth is of an awful
presence.  She requires not the foreign aid
of ornament,”’—and who has not felt the force

of this statement, when, on the day the Lord ;

has made, he has joined in the solemn acts of

Presbytevian worship,—when he has heard the
praises of the Eternal sung, in earnest strains .
and “with grave sweet melody,”~—when he has ,

scen the man of God ascend the pulpit, snd
heard him preach to the people the simple
words of cternal life—when the prayer of faith

has sunk into his soul—swhen he has listened
to the parting benediction pronounced with
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uplifted hands and speaking of grace, and
mercy and peace to all who lgve the Saviour—
who that has witnessed all this, bas not felt,
that there is in such a service simple, though it
be, an unction, & dignity, a power, which has
never been realized in’the ritual services of
stateliegt temples, where art and superstition
have done their deadening work, and where,

** Through the long drawn aislo and fretted vault,

The pealing unthem swells the note of praise?”

Value tben, young men, again we beseech
of you, your form of service, for under it, we
believe, you will be best enabled to worship
God in spirit and in truth. The whole consti-
tution of your church is undoubtedly superior
to that of any other. Her warrant is clear,
her ministers are equal, her government is
scriptural, her worship is simple. Her adherents
too are numerous, vastly more numerous than
Episcopalian protestants, or the Congregation-
alists of the old and new worlds combined-
Depend not, however on all these things. The
excellence of a church’s external polity is not
a guarantec against its defection from Christ.
Rely not then, therefore, on the outward frame-
work of your Zion: but lock to the Lord uf
the temple, beseech the great inhabitant ¢ that
he would bless and purify and dwell in it for
ever.” We lament when we sec & noble piece
of mechanism, & wondrous specimen of hu-
man ingenuity and skill and capeble of vast
achievments in the physical world, Iying aside,
useless, impotent and idle, we grieve to behold
so much power wasted—so much latent energy
undeveloped and unemployed. Such is the as-
pect which the Presbyterian Church presents
when lying stumbering and inactive. Pray then
that the ‘influence of the Spirit may descend
upon her mightily, that he wonld use her asa
potent lever to elévate our colony, and propel
it onward, in the career of spiritual prosperity.
Let us all, young and old, cry aloud to that
great Being who sways the sceptre of the earth,
who clothes his priests with salvation, and who
has never yet turned a deaf ear to the peti-
tions of his saints, * Awake, awake, put or
strength, O arm of the Lord, awake as in an-
cient days in the generation of old. Revive,
0 Lord, thy work in the midst of the years,
wilt thou not revive it again, O Lord, that we
may rejoice in thee.”
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MEDITATIONS ON THE KESSENCE OF

CuristianiTy. By M. Guizot. New
York: Charles Secribner. Montreal:
Dawson Brothers, 1865. -

We have in this volume the matured
thoughts of one who has held the most dis-
tinguished place amongst French statesmen.
The position which Guizot, a sincere
Christian and thorough Protestant, occupied
s0 long, that of Prime Minister of Louis
Philippe, Kin_ of the French, is sufficient
to prove, to those who do not know the
character of the man, that heé must have
been endowed with no mean talents. Such
aman’s opinions are valuable; and we gladly
weleome the appearance of this work, which
we can heartily and unreservedly recom-
mend to our readers as a fit subject for
study. It is the first of a series of Medi-
tations which the author proposes to pub-
lish.

THE BisLiornEca Sack4, for January,
1864. Andover: Warren & Draper.
Montreal : E. Grafton, Witness Book
Store.

We have noticed this valuable theologi-
cal Magazine at former times, and we see no
reason to change the good opinion we have
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Potiees uny Bebrelos,
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before expressed as to its exeollence.
Although chiéfly intended for ministers
and theological students, there are to be
found amongst its articles many which
might be read with gnuch profit by the
general body of Christian men, 'I'he” sub-
scription price is very moderate, heing only
two dollars per annum.

Canapa MepicanJournarn, No, 8, Kdi-
wed by G. E. Fenwick, M.D., and ¥, W,
Campbell, M.D. Montreal; Huwson
Brothers, Great St. James Strect,

“ Remarks on the late case of accidental
poisoning at Quebee,” by Dr, Hall, of Mon-
treal, opens the present number, und con-
nected with the same subjeet the editors
propose that, to prevent such cases in fu-
ture, all poisons kept for sale should be
kept in a glass case constantly Jocked, and
that the key should be hung up with a
label attached to it starped puiron case.
The suggestion is worthy of consideration,
for it is evident that some mesns must
be adopted to do away with such
risks.  We know the painstaking churac-
ter of the two gentlemen who conduct this
periodical ; and the Messrs, Dawson have
much credit for their department of the
work. ‘

@he Churehes amd their Filisstons.

——

MONTREAL ANNIVERSARIES.

o &
(‘?k\m{‘ﬁ)' H E general Missionary and
s "’ s .. . e
g other religious societies of
Montreal beld their usual an-
nual meetings in the Weslevan
Methodist Church, GreatSt. James
Street. The meetings were well
attended ; those of the Bible So-
- ciety, and the French Canadian
Mission, being crowded toexcess. The meetings
were held on the dates and in the order in
which we have given them.

The Canada Sunday School Union held its
twenty-ninth Aniversary Meeting on Monday,
the 23d January lust, Principal Dawson, of
McGill College, in the chair. Prayer was
offered up by the Rev. Dr. Taylor. The chair-
man made a few remarks on the objects of the

society, and lamented the want of funds to
carry out these effectively. The report, read

by the Rev. J. B. Bonar, spoke of the fmpot-
tance of the Society’s aims, regretted the very
limited efforts that could be made for want of
funds, but acknowledged gratefally the dona-
tions from individuals, societies, and churches.
The agent’s report furnished to the Unfen shewed
the number of schools in the country digtricts
which bhe had visited and organised; and was
of an encouraging nature. A return of tlie
Sabbath Scholars of each denomination, and
the position of the depository, coneluded the
report, which was adopted, and n Comitteo
appointed for the ensuing year,

The various speakers insisted upon the
desirableness, in fact the necessity, of training
the young. It was often urged that youth wag
the time for joy, that children are fufl of frolie,
and that therefore it was cruel to cloud their
young minds and to cast a gloom over their
enjoyments. But parents well knew that
childfen had vague and undefined aspirations
after a heavenly life which ought not to be Jeft
unsatisfied ; the aching void in thelr hsarts
sbould be filled, and that ¢ .n only be dons b
teaching them the Word of God, The Bibls {3
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full of exhortations and encouragements to fulfil
this duty; Abraham received God’'s command
to teach his children the truths which after-
wards every Jew was ordered to communicate
to his whole household. The New Testament
is full of instances to the same effect.
Timothy knew the Scriptures from a child.
John in writing to the elect lady rejoiced that
her children were walking in the truth,
Abstract truths, it was said, were above the
grasp of children, and were toc sublime for their
comprehension. But as children live without
being able to explain the process of nutrition,
so their spiritual life is carried on although they
may not be ablé to give a philosophical account
of their belief in the great truths on which their
faith is founded. Trathful themselves, they
are ready to receive with confidence the teach-
ing of their instructors, and are thus early
grounded in the best of all knowledge before
the pride of intellect leads them to doubt and
disbelieve. The Sabbath School, it was main-
tained, should not supersede but supplement
home training, but parents were often unable or
unwilling to communicate the reguisite know-
ledge. The process of germination was alike,
whether the product were good or evii, and the
rocks reveal to us deep cavities and marks
of footprints made thousands of years ago whea
the now indurated surface was soft and yielding.
The work of training up children requires faith,
but teachers ought to do their duty leaving the
issue in God's bands. Clildren are those who
will be called to fill the situations of highest
trust hereafter, and it is, therefore, most impor-
tant to fit them for the position they must one
day occupy. The conversion of childrer was im-
portant under another aspect. kven under the
most favourable circumstances, a man cou-

verted in old age could do notbing for Christ's |

cause. The influence of his whole life bad been
adverse te it ; and although the conversion of
a man of middie age wus a great work, yet,
after all, in the conversion of & child, not only
was his soul saved, but his whole life was given
to God. The importance of this enterprise
called therefore for the labaur, prayers, contri-
butions and couutenance of all Christians.
Resolutions in conformity with the objects of
the Society were passed usanimously.

The meeting of the Religious Book and Tract
Sociely was held on Tuesday the 24th, T. M.
Taylor, Esq., in the clair. Devotional exer-
cises were conducted by the Rev. Mr. Lavelle.

The Report, while on the whole satisfuctory,
shewed a falling off in the amountderived from
some of the sources of revenune and a conse-
quent restrictien of the good the Society was
able to do. One of their agents had to be parted
with, and there are now but two, employed,
one in the country districts, and the other in
Montreal, part of the salary of the latter being
paid by the British Armoy Scripture Readers’
Socioty, and a considerable portion of his time
being devoted to the soldiers in garriscn, bar-
tacks, hospitals, ete., with the sanctior and
under the superintendence of the military chap-
lains. The Religious Tract Society of London
had sent their usual grant, but the chairman
thought the Society here should not only be
self-supporting, but even able to assist destitute
localities through the parent society. The dif-
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ferent speakers, throughout the evening, urged
upon all present the importance of the move-
ment, as & forerunner and auxiliary of the Bible
in places where, but for such an agency, the
word of God could never reach. There are
eight or tenm branch Societies in Lower
Canads, but they do not appear to be in a very
eflicient state. They are doing a little but it
is not much, One means of doing good was
for each one as he had opportunity, whether
in town or country, to distribute tracts to all
with whom he came in contact. The chair-
man appealed to the public of Montreal to aid
in the work of tract distributing. Free con-
tributions had fallen off this year very consi-
derably, and for some time back the stock of
tracts in the Depository was insufficient,
although a new supply, he hoped, woull soon
be ready for distribation.

A terrible necessity, it was held, exists for
such an agency as this; never was more
Christian effort exerted and never was there
more need of it. Wickedress abounds on all
sidez. * Thorvugh indifference tv every Chris-
tian influence prevails, not only among the
ignorant Lut even samong those who, from
their youth, had been brought up in godly
households; they go to no house of worship,
and, practically, they are living without
God and witbout hope in the world. Tract
distributors tell us of suifering endured in
town and country throughout the Province
greater and more painful than has been wit-
nessed for vears. And much of this might be
traced to the reckless disregard of God's Law..
Then Tracts were most important in the strug-
zle against popery, since, by their means,
Ruman Cathelics would be reached who were
now inaccessivle to other agencies. Sach a
work, too, beiag Evangelical, catholic, and
spiritual, it commended itself to the etforts and
sympathies of all Christians.  Much good had
been effected amony the military in the garri-
son, and a very warm, heart-stirring address
was delivered by Sergeant-Mzajor Davis, who,
blessing God that the time had long gone by
when the soldier was looked upon as an out-
cast, thanked the Sccie:y warmly on behalf of
his fellow soldiers for the care und attention
bestowed on themy, which was not exceeded in

i any garrison town iu which he had been; he

appealed to all yresent te do still more in sup-
port of tl.e Society than had yet been dope.

Mr. Gill Agent for the British and Foreign
Bible Society, took part in the proceedings,
expressing himself as warmly intercsted in the
movement, racognising it as a most eflicient
aid in the wor ¢ which be had undertaken; and,
on the part of the Society which he representéd,
begged to tecder to the chairman the right-
hand of fellowship. The resolutions brought
forward were agreed tv.

The Bble Society met on Wednesday the
25th, the Hon. James Ferricr being in the
chair.

The report was of an encouraging nature.
From the Depository there had beeun issued
last year 13,839 copies and portions of the Bible,
being 926 more than the year before, in which
bad been issued the highest number up to that
time. Twelve new Branches had been estab-
lished by the agency of Mr. Green, the So-
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ciety’s ag:nt. The total income amounted to
$10,465, which was balanced Ly the expendi-
ture. The Montreal Ladies’ Auxiliary had em-
ployed thrce Bible women, whose iabours had
been blessed to both souls ana budies of those
among whom they had visited., The report
was adopted, and a large and influential com-
mitiee, taken from men of c¢very denomination
of Evangelical Christians, was appointed.
Much information was given by thuse vwno
spoke to the resolutions prenosed, and a spirit
of determination to carry on and extend the
work of spreading the Gospel was evinced.
feeling in which all present secmed to share.
The Rev. Mr. Green detailed bis experiences
during the past year in his vizits throughout
the Province. The succesz, so far, encouraged
them, be thought, to lovk for still further suc-
cess, and render more easy the work of the
Commitiee. He stated that the British and

!
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It wu, shewn from past history and present
experience, that the Bible not only was indis-

* pensable to the spiritual weil being, but also

Foreign Bible Society, of which this is an -
suxiliary, had in the first ten vears of its ex- .

istence, issucd only 987,000 copies of the Bible,
and in ihe last ten, bad issued no less than
17,500,000, 2 most astonishing, almost incred-
ible ratio of increase. Lut the present times
move rapidly, and our efforts, he thoughi,
should keep pace with the increased life every
where visible.

to the very existence of nations. The great
kingdoms of the heathen world, Exnblessed. by
this gift, have passed awas. To give the f}lble,
is to give the mastery over the morai and
physical forces of the world. Schools, aca-
demies, college., follow in its train. It gives
liberty, civil and religious. In 1848, when all
Burope was convulsed, when every landmark
of society appeared to be in dauger of being
removed, civilization itself was only sav.ed by
mesans of large *standing armies; and liberty
crouched at the feet of despotism. The
wildes: democracy was conquered only to be
replaced by the most unBounded tyranny. But
whilst the outburst of 1843 did not sbake the
thrope of Britain, the reaction of 1849 did not
infringe ber liberiy. And why? Because
Britain has the Bible. It was not sliogether
10 the energy arising from race and blood,
that the greatness of the Anglo-Sazon nations
must be atiributed. Religion and the Bible

" would raise any.nation, as the want of these

Ever the present troubious .

times should give us encourzgement. if we read .

aright a lesson from the past. Just sixty

years ago (in 1804) when all Europe was con-

vuised, when Napoleon threatened every hour
10 invade the shores of the Mother country.
when infidelity was rampant, and many who
should have cntered on the good we X

were .

discouraged. and on every side men’s hearts |
were failing, at that very time God put it into *

the bearis of 2 fex humble Christian men to

begin the great undertaking upon which the .

blessing of God has rested
mayed at the persistent attacks now being
made on the Bible, as if this were a new thing.
But every age has scen these brought and re-
peated in every form.
Bible isa witness 10 its truthk  The oldest
monuments of hoar antiquity are but of yester-
day in comparison. And looking furward. we
%now that Heaven and carth may pass away
but the word of God endureth for ever.

A great work hes 10 be done among the
French and other Canadians in these Provinces,

The very age of the *

Many were dis- |

would degrade any people. The fate of the
Roman cmpire and of the Italians, very happily
illustrated this part of the subject. Among all
the conflicts of opinion and assaulis on the
Scriptures, it was satisfactory to see_ that no
blow bas inflicted on the Bible any injury.
The Rev. Mr. Gill, delegate from the British
and Foreign Bible Society, thanked the people
of Ganada for their assistance and liberal con-
tributions to the Bible work. He bad visited
the Bible House in New York, and had fqund
400 persons engaged in preparing the Bible.
He explained the constitution of the gi:blc
Society, and stated that of the committee,
fificen were members of t+e Church of England,
fifteen of other churches, and six were from
fereign countries. The Scciety was .undcr
greai obligations to the Christian ladies of
Great Britain, ard it well cepaid their services,
as it slone could raise woman to ker proper
position. The first vear £641, and last year

" upwards of £151,800 sterling were expended

by means of the d'ssemination of the Bible, |

and, believing this, the meeting was called
upon b¥ the sccond resolation to sympathize
with, and give support to the various agencies
of the Society. And inmoving the resolusion
and supporting i1, the speakers urged, by cvery
cousideration, the imperative duiy of spreading
the Gospel. The Bible might emphatically be
calied the missionarys weapon. Furnished
with i1, he made fresh incursions
realms of heathenism. and every new success
became a5 it were, a herald of the approach of
Jesus Christ, when the earth wauld be covercd
with rightcousacs.  The report expressed grat-
itade for the progress made during the vear,
and woe 10 him who should endeavour to stay
this progress. Tothe new Confederacy French
Canadians would bring many valuabie qual-

into the -

ities, especially when sanctified by the influence

<f the Bible.

by the Society. During the psst year 50,000
copics have been circulated bY Phc B:‘blc
women. A large number, chiefly in foreign
languages, is distributed by colporteurs in Lon-
don; and asum lately reccived from North
Shields, as a contribution from ssilors, wa3
found to consist almost catirely of forcign
coin. Ofien side by side would come to the
treasurer checks for large sums from the rich,
and a few peace from the poor, and 20 immense
amount was contributed anonymously. The
Socicty aided ali Missionary Societies ; and with
few cxcepiions, the Bible nsed by Missionarics
among heaiken nations had been translated
into their tongues by the Society. In France
74,900 copies had been circulated last year,
and in the past fifty years ncarly five million
copics. The great cnemy of the Bible was the
RomanCatholic Church : and, if India had been
placed under the power of Great Britain, it
was that she might spread ameng its vast mil-
lions a Bible which cach man could read ia
his own tonguec.

A resolation expressive of hearty welcome

i to Mr. Gill; and cordial sympathy with the



0y

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

Rociety, which he represents, was, after a few
words fro©  i¢c mover and seconder, agreed to;
and the me.wng, which was larger than is usual,
was closed by the Rev. Canon Bancroft.

The French Canwlian Missionary Society met

on Thursday the 26th. Lieut.-Col. Wilgress,

President, in the chair.
pupils from Pointe aux Trembles were present.

A number of the -

They sung the opening hymn, after which the -

Rev. Mr. Byrne conducted religious service.

The Report shewed an expenditure jast year -
of $13,262, the income being $13,772, beingan -

excess of income over expenditure of S510, but
a balance from the previous vear of $2013 in
excesz of income shkews a net deficiency of

$1503 at debit of the Society on the current ;

account, besides which ther: is due on the
Building Fund a farther sum of $5,2¢¢.  The
Report reviews the past Iabours of the Societr.
Established in 1839, it obtained the aid aund
countenance of aili Evangelical Christians ia
.Canada, besides considerable contributions from
Europe, money being seunt from Britain, and
men from .'rance and Switzerland. There are
now twenty-1wo persons engaged in the work
of missions, six organized churches, eightecn
stations having an average attendanceof 1200,
with about 309 chiidren in Sabbath-schouls:

1500 young persons had passed through ibke

institutions at Pointe aux Trembles since their
establishment. Besides schools, there are com-
modious mission premiscs in Montreal, erected
at a cost of $15,000.
ed from $2,058 in 1841 to about $12,000 at
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the Society, the speaker held, was not properly
supported. e appealed to the British and
Foreign Bible Society who bad done so much
for France, and so little for their fellow-subjects
the French Canadians. The priesthcod were
extending their politieal influences on 2all

gides. In Britain these were now like gossa-
mer threads, stretching out in all direc-
tions: in parliament, at the polling booths,

au . w they were gradualiv obiaining state
pay by being appointed gaol chaplains. In
Canada thev were not so cautions; their edu-
cationalgintrigues were bold and open, the cor-
ruption of standard works wwas notorious, and
in the county of Huntingdon, Romish books had
been given to Protestant pupils by a Protestant
superintendent. Put the prophecies were sure.
(ireat Babylon would be desiroyed, the mystery
of iniquity would be huried from its seat like
Satan from Hezaven.

The other speakers took up chiefiy the
question of educatiion, shewing the necessity
which existed for some change being made:
the abuses of the Romish Church, and the in-
troduction into educativnal institutions of doc-
trines opposed to Bible truth.  With reference
1o the schools at Pointe aux Trembles, it was
stated that they were non-secianan, hut bibli-
cal, and that into the students was infused a
Catholic and Missionary spirit.  The claim of
infallibility, the docirine of celibacy, withits

. consequent supernatural holiness and purity

The income had increas-

present, but during the last few vears the in- '

come appears to have become stationary. The
report states, that since the return of the
Jesuits to Canada they bave been increasing
in numbers, wealth. and influencs.

In moving the adoption of the Report aund
the appointment of a Committee, it was staicd
thata falsc Linpression existed among the French
Canadians that the Society was formed for the
purpose of destroying their nationality.  This
was very far from being its ‘niention or end.
Its members respected French nationality, and
believed it would form an clement of sirength
in the new Confederacy.

between the Bible and Rome.  1f Protestants

was impugned, it being shown that Peter was
married, and that Paul claimed for himself the
right, in common with other Christians, of
marrsing ; that so far from Peter being chief
of the apostles, it was clear from the scriptural
narrative that he was openly rebuked for eva-

© sion, and that he took share in the deliberations

of the primitive church on an equal footing
with the others. If Protestants would arcuse
from their apathy, and cease to send their
children to convents and nunnesies, much good
would result. as the kind and warm-hearied
French Canadian, seeing Protestants act o5 if

. they believed the distinctive principles which

This was a contest -

were wroag and Rome were right, it was then -

clearly the duis of Rome to spread tht Gospel. In
other words, the Charch of Rome maintaias that
the Bible supports her claims to be the true
Church, while her acts entirely disprove her
asscrtions.  She acknowledges it to be the
Word of God, yetshe burns it, and itis not with-
out reason she is afraid of it. There i3 no book

1 compare with the Bible for spiritual power. :

Yo o

Many books were
there was none o compare with the Bible, and

its power has been felt among the French Cana-

dians. There is a2 work going on below the sar-
face which wili by and by be shewn in its results.

The acknowledgment by Rome thai the Bible |

was God's Word narrowed down the question
considerably : since, if itis to be the supreme rule,
as Rome acknowledges, then were the French
Canadian who apperls to the Gospel to find
it not only dors not szpport, bat is actually
opposed to the teachings of the priests, it
would give such a shock to bis mind as to
wecaken all confidence in his teachers. But

10 be admired and loved, bat |

N oy Bt t ae 8

they professed, wonid be more ready to listen
to the Gospel which, by every means, was pre-
sented to them.

Rev. Mr. Dessiiets, a former student of Point
anx Trewbles, spoke in Freach with cousider-
ablecnergr.  He expressed his anxiety to do
for others what had been doue for himseif.
although he felt that the work of evangelization
must be slow in Lower Canada. He blessed
the Protestaats for whai they had done for
French Canadians. and entreated them to con-
tinue the same good wark.

Resolutions in accordance with the objects
of the meeting were passed unanimodtsis, and
the benediction having been pronounced by
the Rev. Dr. Wilkes, the mecting separated.

The Union Missionary Meelinz was held on
Friday the 2%7th. in the Wesleran Church,
Great St James Sircet—John Redpath, Esq.
occupied the chair. ’

The opening religions service was condncted
by the Rev. A. F. Kemp, and had an especinl
reference to the sabject of the evening, namely,
missionary cifort for the evaagelization of the
wortd. .

The chairman then, after a few brief words
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of intreduction regarding the importance of
Christian missions which, he observed, were
dear to every heart,—said he should call upon
Principal Dawson 1o give some account of the
operations of the ¢ Canada Foreign Missionary
Sociery.”

Principal Dawson rose, and remarked that
it was somewhat awkward to begin to speak
onan occasion like the presentwithout a report.
This Society was of much the same character
as the London Missionary Society, and the
American Board of Missions. No work whatever
more demanded Christian union tifen this,
They themselves had not been able to find any
suitsble person to repair to the foreign field.
Yel one young man had gone to Labrador,
had sought out the seamen that freqnented
that coast during the summer, and laboured
amonyst them in the Gospel. This Society had
taken him, and, through his instrumentality,
had worked successfully in Labrador. This
person was Mr. Carpenter; but unforiunately
the state of his health had compelled bim
10 stay in the States during the present
winter. A young lady from this country had
gone to this inhospitable mission field ; 2nd,
since then, anotber from Maine had followed,
£o that they bad three missionaries on the La-
brador coast, where they were being enabled
to do a work. He would pow lead them to
the foreign field of missions. The mission
to the New Hebrides, supported by the congre-
gation to which he had belonged in the Lower
Provinces, originated with a poor man and
womau who had devoted their son to the mis-
sionary's life ; but, on leaving college, he wes
not enabled to follow that career, and so had
to settle down at bome as a minister. At
length he caused himself to be sent out by the
chtirch; and that church that had thas begun
with one missionary servapt, had ended with
fifteen, and these were well supported.  But,
to leave this particnlar instance, he might
say thal 358 missionaries had been ~ent out
by the American Commissioners for Foreign
Missions, and ther had also 740 native helpers.
«nd this was done by a body representing
only ilke Northern States. How different
was, in this view, the aspeci of Canada and
the Urited States.  If our zeal and enterprise
jin this direction were proportionate with
those shown byv the Siates we should have
30 or 40 missionanies—and why should we
aot seud out ourownmen’ If our Chris.
tians should confine themseives to their own
churches, ther would, as members of such
churches, be stunted. but if, on the contrary,
ihey scattered the seed of the Gospel abroad,
they would have more at home. Thex would
not catwse the conversion of the French Cana-
dians until they had begun to make converts
somewhere eise.  Why, that little islsnd
nmongst the New lcebrides was now actu-
ally sending more missionaries to the sarronn-
ding islands than Canada was to the whole
world. He would press this lack upon alil
Christians here as being our great want. He
swonid tell them that the Churches would not
fally prosper and expand at home until ther
had missionaries 10 go to this great foreign
field, whick was waitiag for them to go upand
possess. (Applruse.)
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The collection was now made.

The Rev Mr. Boxp then gave some account
of the Foreign Missions of the Church of Eng-
land. There were in connection with it three
societies of a imiss‘onary charscter, namely,
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreign parts, the Colonial and Continental
Society, and the Church Missionary Society.
The first Missionary Society of the Church
of England was founded in 1648. The
speaker concluded his address by urging upon
his hearers the awful responsibility which rest-
ed alike on both clergy and laity to stretch
forth their hands in the work of missions, and
thus to assist in snatching the perishing from
everlasting destruction.

The Rev. Mr. Patoxn spoke on the Foreign
Missions of the Church of Scotland. He said
the Church of Scotland, being 2 nationel
Charch, was perhaps more bound to confine it-
self and its operations to home. But it paid
large attention to its education scheme, and
perhaps Canada should do the same, and en-
deavour to placea good middle and higher class
education within reach. The Church of Scot-
land was in reality doing more in the mission-
ary work than would at first appear, or than
she was giving herself credit for. They hada
Colonial, an Indian, and a Jewish scheme of
missions, and several missionaries in India, and
he was glad to see, that & more zealous spirit
in this direction was being awakened in
the Church which he that night represented.
It was only within the last bundred years that
a real missionary spirit had been shown by
Protestant churches in general, and he locked
with hope upon the future, since much was
being done towards the spread of the Gospel
abroad even by the Church of Scotland, which
had hithertodevoted but a comparatively small
sum to that end.

The Rev. Mr. EriiorT, gave an account of
the General Missions of the Wesleyan Mission-
ary Society. The first Wesleyan missionaries
were sent in 1760 to the United States.
Their Missionary Society of Canads was in its
fourth year. Itlaboured among the Indians, the
Germans, the French Canadians, and many
oihers. He doubted the picty of the church
wherein there was no missionary spirit, and
irusted that henceforth & more hearty union
s0d zeal would be manifested.

The Rev. Dr. Tavtor spoke on the Foreign
Missions of the Canads Presbsterian Church
and its connections. Jn missionary effort the
Canada Presbrterian Church acted along with
the Free Church and the Uaited Preshyterian
Churchin Scotland. The Church was not fully
alive to foreign missions. Many thought she had
adiscretionary power herein,but there had been
given a command to go into all the world and
preach the Gospel.  Itsly, Tworkey, Chins, Io-
dia, bad lately beer opened to them, and he
had no doubt but that Japan soon would be,
for the Lord scemed to be calling to them to
g0 in and possess the land, and when be open-
cd no man couid shut.

The Rev. Mr. Bosxar followed, orn the oper-
~tions of the American Board of Commissioners
for Forcign Missions. It had 41 native pas-
tors, and 1068 labourers of all sorts actually in
the field, with 25,000 church members, and it
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had reduced to writing 16 languages since 1810.
It had been asaisted pegunintly by the Church
of England prineipnlly tuwerds operations in
Turkey.

In conclusion the 8penker would likewise say
that—although Dy, Dawson did not know it—
two men hud gons out from this city to the
foreign field under the nuspices of the Board,
to which was annually contributed here a sum
of $3,000.

The Rev. Dr. WiLkes gave a rapid glance
st the Foreiga Missions of the London Mission-
ary Society, whicl was, he said, a catholic so-
ciety, and furned seventy years ago. Its first
efforts were in Polynesin, nnd by it these is-
lands had been chiristianized. It had also
missionaries in the Weat Indies, South Africa,
at Hong Kong, Amuy, Bhangae, Tyangsing,
and Pekin. Iu India it had an extensive work, |

9t

and in Madagascar God had blessed its work
amongst much persecution.

The Rev.J. ALexaxper concluded the ad-
dresses of the evening by stating a few statis-
tical facts respecting foreign missions of the
Baptist missionary society, which was, he re-
marked, one of the oldest of Protestant mission-
ary societies. Its income and expenditure were
considerable, and it had agents in Trinidad,
Ilay 11, Africs, India, &c.

The Rev. Dr. Tavior, seconded by T. M.
TavLor, Esq., then moved a vote of thanks to
the trustees and members of the Wesleyan
Church for the use of the building during the
anniversary services which were just con-
cluded.

This was passed most cordially, and after
the benediction had been pronounced by the
Rev. Mr Bond, the mecting separated.

ACHILD'E YICTORY.
In sabsy Cuarrers. l
Coar, .

L1 thtough the long summer
duy the rain poured heavily
ahd  without intermission.
Nut faf from what was even
then the flourishing city of
| Cologns, but in a very lonely
gput, which cculd be reached
only by intricate by-patbs,
gtond n deserted and partly
puined barn. Its desolate ap- |
_ beatanee, and the silence that |
remained undisturhed during the day-time,
together with the unfrequency of light stream-
ing through its windows in hours of darkness,
would have given fise to no suspicions that it
was used asa dwelling=place. Such,however,
was the case, althungh on the day of which we |
are about to spesk 5 only occupant was ur

little fricnd Arlstte, Bhe is one year older

than when she w=iched beside her dying mo-

years,” but by that **life of the soul” which |
some thinkers tel) ws not only measures but |
conslitutes time,* il tnny be said that an age
has passed sincs thep over that young chiid's
head. She has mourned her motler, not alone
ss some children moutn, witk sudden sharp
gushes of sorrow, but also with quiet inver
thoughts aud silent teats, nn uiter loneliness
stealing over her sumelitnes amidst her play, |
or when she lvoked at beautiful scenes or
places, or even when she fell very happy. For
she was still 8 child, and not seldom a happy
and playful chitd  Her father's watchful love
had shielded her as muoh as possible from the
dangers and bhardships of their wandering
life, and for a thoughful and imaginative natare
" like hers, that life hiad its own peculiar and ex-
quisite enjoyments, Kven the necessity of pass-
ing whole daye in solisude aid not press very

® ““Timo is ko 112 of thie sand. 1€ not thix, then tel

i she Is acting out with intense interest.
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me whatit is!'—LoRarktiow-s Hyperion.
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heavily upon her; there were weary and sor-
rowful hours, but there were many bright.
ones too, for she belonged to that class of
children who can surround themselves at pleas-
ure with a fairy world of their own creation.
As she sits on & bench in a corner of that
strange and rude dwelling, she busies herself
with a goodly heap of field flo=vers, gathered
on the previous day before the rain had begun
to fall. She does not merely arracge them, nor
toss them about as children sou ofien do; they
are rather her playfellows than her playthings,
she talks 10 them, with them, for them, invests
them with ideal characters, makes them the
beroes and heroines of 4 little drams, which, to
judge by her carnest face and kindling eyes,
Very
beroic, in truth, are some of the thoughts and
doings of those imaginarr men and women,
for through all the wanderings of Arlette's
fancy there runs, like a golden thread, a line
of pure and lofty feeling. Childish and incon-
gruous as the forms in which it is expressed
may sometimes be, still the idea is never
absent, that there is a good and mertiful
Saviour waiting to be gracious to all that
come to Hinmi, that the world knows Him not,
aad is perishing for lack of this knowledge,
which those who possess must seck to impart
ntifthc risk, or cven at the loss of life it-
seif. .

Suddenly reealled from her imaginary world
to that of reality (though the onc was to her
neariy as unreal as the other), Arlette threw
the flowers from her lap and rushed to the
door. Two men, with &ark serge robes and
sandals, stood outside in the dreaching rain.
S admitted them at once, though with a look
of disappointment soon followed by an eager
question,—

“ Where is my father 7

“ He cometh anon, my little one,” answered
the elder, kindly. ¢ Stand sside, child, lest
we make thee as wet as ourselves.”

‘* Ab, Father Beinz,” replied the little gird,
‘1 wonld I might have kindled a fire cre your
return, but I durst not.”



92

“ Right, my child; it is not for such as thou
to medd!e with flint and fire.”

« Not so,” returned Arlette with a look of
jntelligence. ¢ Oft have I kindled a fire ; but
my father said he feared the light might betray

*us”

“ True, Brother Robert is always prudent.
i{e would not have us venture the fire.”

« Except in cases of necessity,” said his
companion, who stod yet upon the tureshold
wringing out his drenched garments.

# Cold winter nights were worse than this.
What we bore then we caa bear now,” returned
ileinz, betaking himself to the same employ-
ment, whilst Arlette burried within to make
what little preparations she could for their
comfort.

© On such a night as this the flame could
scarce be seen,” rejoined Wilielm, the younger
of the two, ** and we know not,of any special
cause for alarm.”

Heinz shook his head. ¢ Retter to suffer
wvet and cold for a few hours, than to fall into
1he cruel i-ands of the townsfolk of Gdlegne.”

& Betrer meither,” said Wilbelm, who was
still & young map, light-hearted and sometimes
rather imprudent.

t Wait av least for Robert and for Father
Jokn, and ict us bear their minds,” s+i1 Heinz.

¢ Nay,” returned his companion. ‘* ;L us do
it at onze if it be to be done at all.”

Heinz was accustomed to permit Wilhelm to
take the lead in trifling matters, so after one
more doubtful remonstrance, he sllowed bim
10 follow his owa course, and the fire was soon
biazing cheerily. If indeed there was danger,
it seemed but slight and distant, while the
comfort was present and very real. It must
be confessed that Wilbelm did not like discom-
fort ; he would have borne torture and death
without a murmur, rather than sacrifice one
iota of what he believed to be the truth: but
he felt keenly. and did not always so unmur-
muringly endure, the lessc~ trials of his wan-
dering life, the daily privations that had
nothing in them sublime or heroic, ard which
he sometimes forgot, were just as much ingre-
dients in the cup appointed for him as the
dungebn or the stake. Are there not many
iike him amongst curselves!

They had not stood long drying their gar-
ments at the fire, and talking over their mis-~
sionary work in the streeis and alleys of the
great town and the more secluded hamlets
around, when the watchful Arlette sprang
once morte to the door, and joxfully admitied
her father with the aged Johan, the missionars
who had been the means of his conversion at
Ghent, and who was in fact the patriarch of
the little band. Quick&o observe the changes
of the face she so loved. the little girl thought
her fsther looked unuswvally grave and sad.
He Xissed her affectionately, but was very
silent, scarcely speaking unt®l their frugal sup-
per was over, and they were all seated beside
the fire. Arlette was on his hoee, Heinz sat
nearest to him, and they soon began to con-
verse in a low voice.

t: Hast thou heard aught new to-day,
brother 17

# No,” returned Robert, “save that the
townsfolk say—" It was nol intended that

A ———— e e ——— . - —
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Arlette should hear what the townsfolk said,
for her fatherleant over towards his companion
and spoke in a whisper. .

“ Thinkest thou they have discovered our-
retreat ?” A shade of alarm was visibie in the
speaker’s face.

“[ do not,” seid Robert quietiy.
possible.”

“ e ought then to abandon it without de-
lay, and to seck another place of refuge.”

“Such also is my mind ; for should they con-
tinue their search as they appeartobave begun
I have litidle hope they can fail in tracking-
us hither. At least, we are not safe.”

‘We are safe nowhere until the grave re-
ceives us,” replied Robert sadly. But bis
countenance brightened as he added, * Rather
should I say that nowhere are we aught but
sdfe, since our Father reigns in heaven, and the
whole carth is his.” .

“ True, but amidst our life of constant peril
does thy heart never fail thee, Robert ?”

¢ Caust down, 1 have been sometimes, ¢ for-
saken’ never yet.  And consider, friend, what
comforts are given us, even in the midst of sor-
row and disquictude. Consider the joy of bear-
ing glad tidings to those who are pining in
darkness and the shadow of death. DBrother,
to-day my footsteps trod for the first time the
threshold of a lowly dwelling, one of the mean-
est in yonder great city. I found there alone
1yirg on a couch of straw, in a room more bare
of comforts than even this, a poor girl on whom
death seemed to have already laid his hand. I
spoke to her with sympathy and compassion,
pitied her loneliness, and asked if she had no
friend to watch by ber side. She said her sister
tended her, but was obliged to spend the day in
carning daily bread for both. So Iknew there
was time for me to speak and for her to listen,
and I sat down beside her. I talked firstof her
bodily disease, of her symptoms and her suffer-
ings, that I might unlock her lips and win her
confidence. Then we spoke of that other mal-
ady—the fatal sickness of the soul—and to my
surprise and pleasurc she understood me at
once. God had shown her the great reality of
sin, already he had taken her by the band and
led her into the darkness after which the light
cometh. But she was seeking rest in prayers,
in penances, and in all the mummeries of Rome,
aad of course secking it in vain. Thou kuowest
too, that men =re not invited to buy the good
things of the Church’s providing ¢ without
money and without price,’ and with the awful
fears of a soul conscious of unpardoned sin,
and soon to stand in the presence of God,there
mingled sordid calcuiations, mournful to hear,
of bow many nails could be wrung from their
deep poverty to secure the good offices of the
mass-priest.  Silver and gold, in truth, I had
not; but what I had I gave her. Yot not I—
what was I bat the cup, the ‘earthen vessel,
in which God wags pleased to convey the living

“Yet itis

! water to her parched lips 7 I teld her tho

Saviour pardoncd freely, tbat the redemption
of her soul indeed was precious, but that He
had paid its price, even to the last mite ; and
that therefore, He conld give remission of sins
to those that came to Him. Hope and joy
lighted up her wasted foatures as sho secmed
o grasp the great trath, that all was done for
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her. God willing, I shall see her again to-mor-
row, for if I guess right she bas not many days
to live.”

He stopped rather abruptly, for the cager
Wilhelm was detailing an interesting discus-
sion he ad held that day with an intelligent
tradesman in the city, upon the virtue of relics
and the use of pilgrimages.
spoke, little Arlette drank in every word, and
gave childhood's quick sympathy to the poor
dying girl in Cologne ; but she had not the
same interest in Wilbelm's controversies, and
soon her head pressed Roberts shoulder mo.e
heavily, and she sank into & sound und dream-
iess sleep.

God preserve each and all of the happy

Whilst her father .
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Robert’s steadfast beart was wrung with an-
guish for her. He knew not what fate to
dread most; but it may have been be thought
it best for her to accompany them to the city,
and was not without a hope that her innocence
might touch the hearts of their judges. So,
held fast by him, she passed out into the dark-
ness with the rest; afier looking for one mo-

- ment at the heap of withering flowers, for
_which an hour before she had cared so much.-

An hour was it? or a year, or many years?
Or was it quite a differcnt child, some little

. girl she had once known, but scarcely remem-

children in our homes from such a wakening

a3 bers . was destined to be.

fused noises around, and more than one low
whisper close to her ezr. But she soon started
into full and terrified consciousness. Strange
men, with scowling faces and drawn swords,

seemed to fill the room, 2nd with & cry of ter- ;

ror she clung to her father fur protection. The
look with which he met her frightened gaze
awed and silenced her; it brought her back
in thought to the room where her dead mother
had lain, 2nd to her father’s face as she had
seen it then, full of an anguish unutterable and
1o her incomprehensible. As in a dream she
heard the rude voices of the soldiers, who
poured in rapidly, and surrounded the little
band of confessors.

¢ So we have stolen a march on ye at last,
heretics,” said ope of the foremost among
them. “ Ye did not expect & visit to-night, [
trow, or ye would scarce have kindled yon fire
to goide us.” She saw the unresisting Father
Joban, his mild countenance calm as ever,
seized and bournd: she saw the impetuous
Wilhelm almost throw himself amoagst his
captors, while with eager words he protested
his readiness not to be bound oaly but also to

Unwiiling to be .
disturbed, she heard through her slumber con-

bered now, who sat there in the barn playing
with wild flowers. ¢ I shall never play again,”
she thought, * for I am going to Jesus.”

Then she was treading the long wet grass,
the rain almost cver, only now and then plea-
sanily touching her brow as if wiill a light
cool finger. The way was dark as miéright

. could make it; but she felt quite safe, for was

" she not bolding her father’s band?

It was

: all so strange, a wondrous dream, but on the

whole a happy one. ¢ I am going to Jesus,”
still she thought ; and although she felt vaguely
that something very dreadful lay between—
pain, death to be passed through, the river of
death she had beard it called—she knew Jesus
would bear her safely across, for was it not
written, * He will gather the lambs in his
arms?" Her ideas of suffering and deatl were
indistinct and unreal, and her mind soon turn-
ed from them to the happiness and the glory
beyond.

And now they are treading nparrow miry
lanes; Arlette is growing weary, but cares
little for that ; now they see lights gleawing
through the darkness before them, they are
drawing pear the city ; Robertstoops down and
speaks a few words of soothing and comfort
to his little girl, she likes to hear his voice,
but has become too tired to answer. In a little

. wpile the lights are all around them shining

die for the Word of God and the truth of the .

Gospel.

She saw Heinz and her father stand- .

ing side by side, with clasped hands, quietly .

awaiting the result, and as she lacked once
more on her father's face she saw—that ke saw
oniy hers.

Could they touch Aim?

Then in a moment the thought flached across
her mind that #kis was martyrdom. Mapy and

many a time had she listened to stirring tales .

of those who for the Saviour's sake had borne
and had patience even to the suffering of death;
many and many a time did her young heart
beat quick and fast, not with fear but with
kindling entbusiasm, =3 the thought arose,
and I, t00, may be a martyr. And now the
hour was come. Jesas would be with her, she
koew. He bad promised it, and she believed
his word. Her father, too, would be there;
she would hold his hand to the last. She had
no terror therefore, none, save that these cruel
men would let ber live, would tear her away
from him, and leave her alone in that desolate
place. Yes, onc of them spoke in a low voice,
‘* And this babe, what can she know of heresy ?
We care not to slay children.”

* Oh, sir, take me with my father I” cried
Arlette. .

from many a casement in the high houses, and
reflected back from the wet, uneven street.
At last they pass beneath a broad dark arch-
way, they climb a flight of steps, a door opens
to receive them, then anotber door, which is
closed and bolted as soon as they are admitted.
They may rest, and not too soon, at léast for
one of the party, who is scarcely conscious of
anything now save sleep. She is in her
father’s arms; is gently Iaid by him she knows
not and cares not where; and in bardly more
than a minute, hope and fear, joy and sorrow,
are all alike forgotten by her. No eyes save
ners closed in slumber in that prison room.
Two or three days afterwards, a plot of w.sie
ground just outside the gates of Cologne was

. the scene of an awlully impressive ceremonial.

Thither the eager citizens crowded from every
quarter of the town, some amongst them fierce
and criel, bigoted in their attachment to the
church, and rejoicing that the crime of heresy
was that dey to be purged with fire from their
Catholic city ; many without a distinct ides,
simply wondering at all they saw; and many
more—yes, they were many, though they were
scattered here and there ia obscure places, and
not for the most part known cven to esch
other—sympathized with the innocent suffer-
ers; some indeed, would have given their owa
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lives to rescue them. In vain, the priests were
then all powerful in Cologne, and they had
their will,

Whatever the various sentiments of the dense
crowd might be, there was a great silence as
every eye turned to gaze on the victims, v.:ho
were led bound towards the great pile which
bad been erecied in ihe midst of the place.
Their demeanour, fearlessbut perfectly quiet
and gentle, prepossessed the spectators in their
favour, and ‘“God help them,” * God have
mercy on their souls,” was uttered aloud or
hreathed low by many voices.

« Waste not thy breath in prayers for yon
heretic dogs,” said a black monk to a woman
near whom he stood, for ulas! for alas there
were many women in that crowd,

“ Heretics or no,” she answered stoutiy,
4 they were goud men and kind to the poor.
My dying sister"—

1 would pity them asthou dost,good-wife,”
interrupted a man, * bad they been condemned
by the council and the clergy for rash words
uttered unawares, and without & chance for
their lives. But the priests say they haveeach
and ali been offeted a free purdon if they would
but forsake their heresy ; yet are they obsu-
nate enough to prefer death of the body and
the soul together, te leading Christian lives as
good Catholics.” * Thou sayest truly friend,”
rejoined the monk,—* but what of thy sister?”

% Ope of those clerks bath visited ber, and
spoken such good words of God and our
Saviour that her heart was comforted within
her. Itrow it was yonder tall, dark man with—
Blessed Suints! what have they the poor child
among thera for? They cannotl—no, they
surely cannot intend that she should die!’

For little fair-haired Arlette stood amongst
those doomed men, pale and calm, in her place
beside her father, her huna clasped in his.
After all it might be said that he ¢ndured the
rartydom for both ; for the draught of life that
she put aside so quicly sue scarcely yet had tine
to taste ; and thut otber cup about to be borne
o her young tips, how could she comprehend
or imagine its bitterness? At most it would
be but & brief hour of anguish for her, perhaps
not even that ; for does not the good Shepherd
indeed sowetimes carry the lambs iu s arms,
50 that their feet do not touch the waters of the
dark river?

And now the hour has come, the pile is lit,
and not one heart in the steadfast group gives
way. But thereis a point beyond wb 2 our
common bumamty will not endiire to bave its
instincts outraged. In that crowd there are
fathers, ay, sud mothers 100, in whose homes
are loved and tender hittic ones like the marty's
¢hild. They cannot—they will not—see her
perish.  An indignant murmur rises, neare.
acd nearer press the people, and at last strong
arms seize the child,—just 1n time,—and drag
her from her place as the flames begin to spread
among the fagots.  “ Shc is safe—thank God,
she is safe!”

¢ Make the sign of the cross, poor child, and
thank the Saints for thy hife.”

«“1 cannot, 1 canpot! Let e go to my
father I wailed Atlette, winle with all ber hut-
tle strength she struggled,—struggled for death
as others might bave done for life.

THE PRES BYTERIAN,

** Where he dies I must die also. Lev me go
I cannot give up the Faith!” and an exceeding
bitter ery accompanied the words.

“ Back, back, good people! ye come too near
the pile,” shouted two or three of the officials,
who were probably not unwilling to connive
at the child’s escape. But in the recoil that
followed thiz order some confusion naturally
occurred ; and the man who held Arlette, be-
ing rudely pushed by a neighbour, raised bis
band to strike him. One moment’s freedom for
the child, and it is enough. With marvellous
quickness she has secized it, she reaches the
burning pile, she clasps her father'shand once
more—yet orce more—and now like a shroud
the flames wrap thew around. A few minutes
and all is over. -

So Arlette won the victory, and sothose five
faithful smartyrs of Jesus Christ passed that.
day—

“ From the desolate distress

Of thi~ world’s great wearinesy,

¥rom its withering and its blight,

From tize shadow of its night,

Into God's pure sunshine bright."”
No fancy sketch is this ; there bas floated down
to us un the stieam of history, like a withered
wild flower from a distant Jand, not the name
indeed, but the wrue story of the child who died
for Christ's sake at Cologne, seven hundred
years ago, ‘not accepting deliverance” be-
cause of that better and heavenly country
towards which her steps were bent. There
is po rank, no age, no grade or type of.
character, from the prince to the peasant, from
the old mau to the lisping babe, from the
mighty philosopher 10 the least and meanest of
our kind, from which the Saviour of Map,when
He makes up His jewels, will not take some
radiant gems to sparkle in His diadem, and to -
which He cannot impart, as He pleases, grace
and strength 10 do or to suffer great things for
His name's sake.—Fumuy dreasury.

SACRED POETRY.
Lament of a Father on thedeath of his liftle Son.

Child, by God's sweet mercy given -
To thy mother and to me,
Entering this world of sorrows
By his grace, so fair to see ;
Fair a5 some sweet fluwer in summer,
Till death’s hand on thee was laid,
Scorched the beauty from my flower,
Madc the tender pe:als fude.
Yet I dare not weep or murmaur,
For I know the King of kings
Lenads thee 10 his marnage chamber,
To the glorious brida! brings.

Nature fain would have me weeping,
Love asserts her mournful right
But I answer they have brought thee

To the happy world of light.
And 1 fear that my lamentings,
As I speak thy cherished name,
Desecrate the royal dwelling ;—
Fear to meet deservéd blame,
If 1 press with tears of anguish
Into the abode of joy ;
Therefore will I, meekly bowisng,
Offer thee to God, my boy. -
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Yet thy voice, thy childishsinging,
Soundeth ever in my ears;

And I listen, and remember,
Till mine eyes will gather tears,

Thinking of thy pretty prattlings,
And thy childish words of love ;

But. when I begin to murmur,
Then my spirit looks above,

Listens to the songs of spirits—
Listens, longing, wondering,

To the ceaseless glad Hosannas,
Angels at thy bridal sing.

From the Greek of Ephruim Syrus.,

THE LEOPARD.

/LLUSION is made to this beautiful animal in
several passages in the Bible, from which it is
clear that the leopard was far from uncommon
in certain parts of Palestine in ancient days.
Unlike the case of the lion, which is now en-
tirely extinct in the Holy Land, the leopard is
still occasionally to be seen. The Hebrew
term for ¢ Leopard,” with which the modern
Arabic is identical, is mdmér, and appears to
have given names to certain places, such as to
Nimrah and Beth-nimrah (the house of the
leopard), mentioned in Numb. xxxii. 3, 36.
Compare also, Isa xv. 5; Jer. xliii. 34. The
exquisite beauty of the spots on the skin of
the leopard could not help being an especial
object of admiration amongst the Hebrews and
Orientals generally ; accordingly, the name
mémér, or nimr—i. e., ‘“spotted "—in most of
the Oriental languages, is used to designate
the active and beautiful creature. The dark
and glossy rosettes which besetits yellow skin
are alluded to by the prophet Jerer: iah—*¢ Can
the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard
his spots?” The marvellous activity of the
leopard is mentioned by Habakkuk (i. 8), who
comperes the swiftness of the horses of the
Chaldean army to these animals. They are
also celebrated for their cunning and insidious
habits, ! eing as crafty in the pursuit of their
prey as foxes are in our own land. A leopard
will frequently take up his quarters in some
secret lurking-place near toa village, and lie in
wait therein for any animal that miy chance
to come in his way. As night advances he will
leave his ambash, and proceed to the village in
search of fowls, lambs, or other prey, and
often it is most difficult to discover the where-
abouts of the cunning maraader. To this
habit of lying concealed, watching for oppor-

tunities of plunder, the prophet Jeremiah |

alludes in the words—* A leopard shall watch
over their cities ” (v. 6); and Hosea—* Asa
leopard by the way will I observe them.”

From a passage in that beautiful but little
understood book of the Canticles, or Song of
Solomon, as it is more generally called, it
appears that in Biblical times leopards were
not uncemmon about Lebanon. The shepherd
spouse addresses his faithful Shulamite wife
as follows— Come with me from Lebanon,
my spouse, with me from Lebanoe : look from
the top of Amana, from the top of Shenir and
Hermon, from the lions’ dens, from the moun-
taipg of the leopards.” In the wooded ravines
of .the Lebanon, lions, wolves, bears, and
lcopards had ‘théir lairs.
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Miss E. A. Beaufort tells a curious story of
a leopard or panther in her interesting book,
“ Bgyptian Sepulchres and Syrian Shrines "—
a story which, although in some of its parts it
savours of legend, may be readily credited so
far as relates to the case of the panther. The
story is as follows :—* A Russian hermit used
to live on the top of Mount Tabor ” (the very
| locality which Burkhardt speaks of as contain-
ling leopards); ¢ he was the son of the Archi-
| mandrite of a monastery in the Crimea, and
took holy orders at a very early age, the in-
tention being that he shounld succeed his tather
at the head of the brethren. Soon after he had
settled down in this qgniet life, a dream or
vision, as he thought, appeared to him, in
which he saw & mountain of most peculiar
form, and heard a voice say to him, ¢ Arise,
my son, and behold thy home upon earth!’
The dream was repeated seven nights run-
ning (!), and at last the dreamer did arise. He
knew not where to go to find the mountain,
and no one gave him any information about it.
However, he set out, and went first to Mount
Athos ; there was no mountain there like that
he bad seen in his dréhm. Then he weat to
Mount Sinaj, and then tc Mount Ararat, in
Georgia; but none answered to tke picture in
the dream. He travelled far into the east, then
into the west: eleven years of travelling, and
at last he stood before Mount Tabor. ¢ This is
it,) he said; ‘1 have found it. This is the
strange shape I saw In my dream; I have
sought and found nothing like this’ So he
ascended the mountain, and naver left it again.
Many years he lived there, studyiog, and pray-
ing, and doing all kinds of good works;
attending to the sick, and labouring among
the peasants and shepherds around him. They
soon loved bim with grateful affection, and
sought him in every sorrow and difficulty and he
never wearied of administering to them. One
winter's day & noble panther approached the
cave in which he lived ; he threw him a piece
' of bread, and the panther crouched down at hig
i feet. He soon became quite tame, and thence-
forth, wherever the hermit went, the beautifui
creature was seen at his side, following him
:like a dog. Mr. Rogers, the English Consul
l'at Haiffa, who told ine this story, frequently
. saw them together on the mountain; he had
llearned the history of the dream and of his
" wanderings from the hermit himself. He lived
i t0 be very old, but had died about two years
previous to our visit to Mount Tabor.”

Such instances of friendship between man
;and an animal, in its wild and savage state,
j are certainly most unusual; but it is impos-
I'sible to deny the truth of this latter portion of
i the story, considering the evidenct which sup-
ports it; nor should we be too anxious to limit
the effects which an act of kindness to even s
brute creature may have upon its natural
habits and temperament.

Leopards are found in Africa and Asia; the
jaguar—the largest of the tribe—is the repre-
sentative of the family in America. The
whole group is frequently arboreal in their
habits, and climb up trees with most surprising
agility. The black leopard of Java is gene-
rally considered only a variety of the common
leopard, or Leopardus varius.
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FALLING LEAVES.

OLD-TINTED in the Autumn sun, the Autumnn leaves are glowing,
Silently falling, one by one, while Autumn winds are blowing ;
More beautiful thau in their birth, as Christians are in dying,
They softly rustle down to carth, while the forest boughs are vighing.

»
And vet "tis sud to watch them go, those whisperers of the wood,
That our own hearts had learnt to know and almost understood,—
%~ To see them tremulously leap, as, driven by, they pass,
Like gentle billows o'er the deep of the dark green Autumn grass.

A little while ago 'twas Spring, and we loitered by the way,

Where the hgwthorn bush was minist'ring to the glories of the May ;
And now in the new-furrowed ridge the hawthorn flowers are sleeping,
And hawthorn leaflets make a bridge where the canker-worm is creeping.

Some on the silent river drift, bound none of us know where; -
Some in a hospitable rift, hide from the frosty air;

Abh! sad the thought! their many hues now rudely mized together,
Were once the care of Summer dews, the pride of sunny weather.

And while the elm-tree’s embered store, chestnut and red-brown beech,
Are writing tlms the solemn lore their fading beauties teach,
Young children, winnowing the leaves, the falien nuts are seeking,—

Spring leaves themselves, they little know what the Autumn leaves are speaking !

They dream not of the dull heart-beat, and the soul-sky overcast,
That follow memory’s restless feet through the dead leaves of the past ;
Nor how fond hope our toil employs, as we seek and seck in vain,

To winnow from our withered joys one that shall live again.

But, stay—methinks a voice I hear from the amber-gold and brown
Of the dying leaves, that in the clear, cold air are rustling down;

Are rustling down while the soft breeze prays, or in recesses dim

Of the cloistered wood, doth swectly raise the notes of a parting hymn,

*
They say those leaves so beautiful, those leaves in death so fuir,

Like us, live ever dutiful ; like us expire in prayer;
And then the sun that sees your fall shall be that Father’s eye,
Whose winds of heaven delight to call his chiidren to the sky.

MW-



