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Zitevavy otices.

SerisNers MacaziNg for 1890 will  con-
tain & new department and additional pages
and groups of mrticles will be devoted to
the following subjects :—African  Explora-
tion and travel; Life on a War Ship ( 3 arti-
cles); Homes in City, Suburb, and Country;
Providing Homes throngh Building Associa-
tions; The Children’s Rights; Llectricity in
the Household; Ericson; the Inventor, by
his Authorized Biographer; Hunting, Hum-
orous Artists, American and Foreign There
will be 3 serinls.  Iach subject, and there
will be n great varicty this year, will be
trented by writers’ most competent to speak
with authority and with interest. Send for
u prospectus. 25 cents a number ; 81.00 for
4 months, §3.00 per annum, Charles Scrlb-
ner’s Sons, New York,

CunistIAN LITERATURE is the title of o
new monthly magazine published in  New
York. It isfashioned on the principle of
Littell's Living age, being o selection of re-
ligious articles from leading papers and
mogazines,  The most correct idea can be
formeq of it by giviug part of the table of
contents of the Novemberissue ; “The Posi-
tion of Women among the early Christians”
—by Dr. Donaldson, principal of the Uni-
versity of St. Andrews, from the Contempor-
ary Review ; —*“Giordano Bruno, his hie and
Philosophy,” by Dr. Plumtree, from the
Westminster Review;—‘Romanism and Secu-
larisin™ ;— Dr. Shedd on Revision ;—The
Howling Dervishes”;--**Father Hyacinthe”;
—4Preaching to the Physical Man™ ;  *“The
Popularity of Heresy™ ; —**very day Church
Work” ; *“The Log Cabin College of the Old
North State” ; - “The German Reformed
and the Congregationalists™ ; —**Gludstone
on Bible Study” ;—*¢Cheap Missionaries” ;
“Agnosticism”. In addition it has a depart-
ment called o *‘Concise Dictionary of Reli-
gious knowledge”, after the fashion of
Eadie's or Kitto's Bible Dictionary. Begin-
ning with the October issue, this Dictionary
is continued from month to month, five hun-
dred pages to be given within the year.
When completed it can be bound by itself in
a volume. Judging from the number before
us the magazine bids fair to be a nost in-
toresting and useful one.  The size is large
8§ vo., double columns, price $2 per year,
20 cents perissue. The Christian Literature
Co., 35 Bond St., New Yerk.

A WORD TO YOUNG BELIEVERS.

If young peoplz are to be with Christ
sometimes—1 do not say always, but some.

times—~they must be still, You can be serv-
ing God by preparing, by getting ready. I
waould encourage a young Christinn to bear
witness to whut he knows ; but I would not
encourage him to bear witness to what he
does net know.  And sometimes to begin to
speak at once is to begin to say nothing;
that, you know, can be done at extreme
length and with great volubility. The man
who has nothing to say will be mucilonger
about it than he who has avery complete
message to deliver and is anxious to get it
out and let it work its way. There are times
in life, at the beginning especially, and often
at the end, when fiends, if they were wise,
would counsel retirement. Sometimes, he.-
ing unwise, they keep those working who
are not waorking so efficiently as somebody
else wight do, or perhaps as they themselves
used to dc. There are such times when the
quiet Saviour, if we be with him, will tell us
to be quiet tvo. Not to be doing nothing ;
for there never was a time in his life when
he did nothing. He was deing as much in
the carpente:’s shop at Nazareth, as when
he was on the mountain side with the mul.
titnde. But had he chosen his own way of
Jife, and had he been of the same mind as
ourselves, he would have been in ¢he thick
of the battle before he was twenty-one years
of age. He would have.been up t his neck
in service long before he was thirty. But
here he pansed : and sometimes to be with
Christ, we have to pause ton. Not always.
Fhere are special cases, but sometimes, I
say, and thac sometimes may happen to hap-
pen to have fallen on you, my brother, my
sister.—Sprogeon.

BEVERY DAY'!

Every day « little knowledze. O1e fuet
ina dvy. Howsmull is.one fact! On.y one.
Ten years pass by. Three thousand six hun-
dred and fifty facts ave not a small thing.

Every dav a little self-denial. The thing
thav is difficult to do to.day will be dn easy
thing to do three hundred ami sixty days
hence, if each day it shall have been repeat-
ed. What power of self-mastery shall he
enjoy who, lookine to God for grace, seeks
every day to practise the grace he prays for?

Every day alit le helpfulness. We live
for the good of others, if our living be in any
sense o true living. Tt is not in great deeds
of kindness only that the Llessing is found.
In -“little deeds of kindness” repeated every
day we find true happiness. At home, at
schonl, ju the street, in the neighbor's house,
in the play.ground, we shall find opportun-
ity every day for usefuluess.—Sel.
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Price, in advance, 25 cents per year in parcels
of 4 and upwards, to onc address. Single copics,
40 cents.
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All 1'eccil)ts. after payins expenses, are for
Missions. Paid to dato $100.

All communicalions to be ad lressed to

Rev. B. Scorr, New Glasgow, Nova Scotin

This issue closes the eighth volume of the
Mar1TIME PRESBYTERIAN, reminding us al
that another year of our brief time for work
is drawing to a close, that the night cometh
whenno man can work. How many who
reed the first issue of the year have passed
wway, somein life’s morning, some with whom
the shadows of evening were lengthening.
Mr. Grant iu a letter on another page calls
attention to the changes in Trinidad.  What
changes in the workers in our Sabbath
Schools and churches !  And how many who
read these lines shall be called hence ere
another yeur has run its course? Be it the
aim of each to have our lamps trimmed and

. our lights burning and be as those who waib

for the coming of their Lord, to de¢ with our
might what onr hands find to do.

Duriug the year the Maxrrivrhas circulat-
ed more than a million and a half of pages
of reading matter, and we think that itis
not assuming too much to say that it was
good, sound, and wholesome. What shall
the harvest be ?

- . L]
. Asin former yecars, our thanks are due to

the many who have so kindly aided in ecircu-
Iating the Manritiare. To these fellow help-
crs we look again.  Upon them we depend
for the coming year, trusting that none will
grow weary in well doing.

The following favours we venture to ask
for the coming year :—

1. That all our readers will endeavor to
increase the circulation of the MaRrrTIME.
We will gladly send sample parcels free to
any who will distribute them.

—
BER, 1889. No. 12
TIUTID T T i ) Al

2, That all will kindly hand in their
names and the price without delay to the
parties who so kindly act as agents, and
thus suve them the trouble of gathering up
the subseriptions.

3 Please do not send postage stamps
as payment if it can be avoided.

Thanks are hereby given to those who
kindly sent back the November number.
And if therc are any other of our readers
who have read the November issue, and who
do not wish to preserve it, they would con-
fer a favor by sending it to this office.

Read Carefully the extracts from Dr.
Steele’s letter given in another page. It will
bevery cheeringto the missionaries to be thus
brought so much nearer the pulse beat of
civilization, hearing from the outside world
every month. Pleuse uote, too, how to mail
letters and papers, so as to save remailing
and vepaying in  Australia. Send them as
follows. Take for example Mr. McKeuzie.
Address as follows :—-

Rev. J. W. Mackenzie,
LEfate,

Via Australin, New Hebrides.

And so with Messrs. Robertson and Annand.

As will be seen from the extracts of mi-
nutes of the New Hebrides Mission Synod
given in this issue, the missionaries are seek-
ing to arrange a system of orthography for
the whole group. This will do much to sim-
plify the labors of the individual mission-
aries in reducing new languages to writing.

In onr last issue, it was stated that the
Moderator of Synod, Rev. Neil NcKay, way
the only minister of the Free Church of Nova
Scotia, taking part in the Union of 1860,
who is now 1in charge of a congregation in
our Synod.  ‘There was one other, Rev. K.
MecKenzie; of Baddeck, C. B., who has been
pastor of the same charge for’ thirty two
years.

Rev. M. G. Henry has resiined the charge
of the congregation of Shubenacadie and

> T
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Lower Stowiacke, where he has labored so |

successfully during the past twelve years.
In addition to his work in his extensive
charge Mr. Henry has rvendered great ser-

vice to thechureh, in the cause of systematic !

beneficence. It is to be nwwoped that his ve-
moval will not be beyond the bounds of the
Synod.

Mrs. Morton says :---1f you go intoa Coolie
house, about 10 by 12 feee, in one corner is a

[
'
'

bed. but no chair, table, kuives, forks, plates

or stove, but in a corner a fire over which a
rice pot i builing, There is no flue to carry
off the smoke. With the thermometer from
70 to the nineties in the shade, the house is
warm,

Two of the New Prairie states, North and
South Daketa voted for Constitutional Pro-
hibition, the first week in Qctober. The

majority in South Dakota is somewhere be- ;

tween sz and fen thousand and that in

South Dakota about sixteen hundred. This |
success is a surprise even to the most hopeful. !

The confhict was a very determined one.
T'he snloon interest used its utmost endea-
vors but failed. Slowly and survely the
grand caure is moving onward, every step
in it progress marking one in the vedemption
of the race.

How the Jesuit question js viewed by
others is seen in the following from the
Glasgow Christian Leader :—**"The stealthy
steps tuken by the Jesuit coospirators in
Canada t achieve the end which they have
now secured are worth recalling in order to
show that Rome has not changed itsmethods,
and also to put Protestants on their guard.
First, in 1871, the Jesuits in the city of Que-
bee wereincorporated— no one taking ex-
ception to the Act.  This paved the way for
the Act of 1887, which incwporated the
Jesuits in the whole Province of Quebec ;
and nexs came the grand climax in the shape
of that Jesuit Kstutes dct, of 1858, which
has now beeu envolled ou the statute-book in
the teeth of the indignant remoostrances
and appeals to tha Constitution of the entive
Protestant population of the Domiulon.
The onlooker miy be pardoned 1f he sug-
gests to the Cunwdian Protestants that they
have themselves to thank for the teouble
thas has come upon them and fur the dis.
grace of conceding to the conspirators of the
Society of Jesas a status in  the Dominion
which is rightly” denied to them in every
Roman Catholic cotutry of Buarope. A
heavy pamilty will be exacted from the
slespy-headed castodiers of religious liberty
in Cinada.”

The Philadelphia Presbyterian is responsi-
ble for the following :—* To.day ‘thirty-
four migsionary societics are at work in
Afriea, and all its 200,000,000 souls arve
practically within the reach of Christian
missions ; thirty-three societies have begun
work in China, and all its 350,000,000 soals
may be visited with the message of the gos-
pel ; more than fifty societies have entered
india, and the light is drawing upon its
250,000,009 ; Turkey aud Persia and Japan
are filling with nussion churches and mission
schools.  Practically the whole world is
open, and the grandest day of opportunity
for the kingdom of Gad that the earth has
ever seen has fully diwned.” What a
statement. It sounds like a trampet blast
ushering in the triumph of the King of Kings.
But taking it even as it i3, let ns not forges
what it tells us, viz—-that all this is
bus  the < dawning of the grandest
day of opportuuity thac earth has ever seen™
implyieg that the time has come to worh,
and that we should arous. anid mrd ourselves

for the day and go forth manfally to its con-
flicts and 1ts triuniphs.

DEATH OF REV. DR. ARCHIBALD.

Rev. Tred. Archibald. Ph.D., died at
Toronto, Nov. 11ti, ageld 35 years. Dr.
Archibald was born in~ "Truro, where his
aged mother still lives. He studied in Dal-
housie, Princeton, aud Bdinburgh. His
first charge was Amherst, where he was very
suceessfulin building up what was then a
young congregation. He was their fivst
pastor. Owing to failing health he was
obliged to resign his charge. After a time
he felt so much better that he accepted a
call to the important charge of St. Thomas,
Ontario. Here too he labored with much
sucsess, but his heal.h again obliged him to
resign.  After this he and his wife, a sister
of Rev. L. H. Jordan, spent some time in
the sunnier clime of Southern California.
For some years he has scemed very frail, but
was possessed of indomitable energy and
perseverance. He intended spending the
present winter in Toronto. He retived to
rest Sabbath night, October 10th, seemingly
in his usual health, through the night he
complained of feeling unwell and died at six
o’clock in the morning. \Weakness of the
lungs was the ailiment that had troubled him
tor years, but the immediate cause of death
seemed to be affection of the heart.

’
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FAREWELLS TO OUR MISSION- I and oflered the ordination prayer. On be-
! half of the I' M. Board, Mr. Macneil pre-

{ sented Mr. Coflin with an Oxford Bible.

In Truro, Halifax. and St. John, farewell
meetings have been held, and now cur Mis.
sion Band, consisting of Mr. and Mrs. Mor-
ton, Mr. Coftin, and the Misses Archibald !
und Graham are off to their tield of lahour.

The first was held ,

IN TRUKO :
as a convenient centre to the many friends
of the missionary teachers. Mr. and Mis., |
Morton, and Misses Avchibald and Graham |
were present, and the Rev. K. Smith, repre-
senting the F. M. Committee. i

The night was wet and stormy, bat those
prese .. had & delightful mecting, l
:

!

IN IALIFAX
the following weck, Nov. 5. another meeting |
was held in St. Matthew's  Chureh, under
the auspices of the W I, M. &, All the
ont gomng missionaries were present, and in
addition, Mr. Fraser and Miss Semple who
have just returned from Trinidad. Dr.
Burns and Mr Scott represented the 1. M.
Com. The night was fine. Halifax being
Mrs. Morton’s native place no doubt helpeﬁ
to increase the gathering, which was very
large.

Others spoke briefly, but the addresses of
the evening were Mr. and Mrs. Morton’s.
"This was fitting as they bave been in the
field for twenty-two years and have much o
tell. Mr. Morton’s address we give on anoth-
erpage. Mrs Morton touched a number
of points, their visit to the International
Missionary Conference at Binglhwmpton, N.
Y. on their way home, the work in St.
Lucia, and the needs of the mission. She
spoke in a touching mamner of the death of
Mrs Macrae, the loss to the mission, and
the faithfullness of Miss Semple in caring
for her in her sickness.

INST. JOIIN, N. B,

the last meetings weve held, extending from
Friday, Nov. Sth, to Monday, Nov. llth.
On Friday a missionary social was held in St.
Aundrews Messrs. Bruce and Fotheringham
als» being present.  On Sabbath Mr, Mor-
ton preached in St. Andrew’sand St. David’s
and Mr. Coflin in St. Stephen’s and St.
Johr’sChurches, while in the afternoon Mrs.
Morton addressed & mass meeting of S. S.
children in St. Andrew’s

On Monday evening in St. Stephen’s
church was the ordination of Mr. Coffin,
Mr. Fotheringham conduncted devotional ex-
ercises, Mr Macneil representing the T. M.
Committec narrated the steps that had led
to the present call of Mr. Coffin to the For-
eign Field. Dr. Macrae, moderator of Pres-

bytery, put the questions of the fermula,

Mr. Bruceaddressed the missionary and Mr.
Morton the people  Highly prized was the
visit of the missionary band to St John,

and much enjoyed were all the services con-

neeted with it.

- May all the meetings in the differentplaces”

prove stimulating to the missionaries as they
go to their work, and to those of us who re-
main at home, leading us to do more and
better than we have done befare.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SYS-
TEMATIC BENEFICENCIE.

PRESENTED TO SYNOD BY WEV. M. . HENRY,
CONVENER,

Your Committee have much pleasure in
heing able to report progress n Systematic
Beneficence in oar Church.

The numbe. of sessions that answered our
circulurs is luger than ever befure. We
have reports fron 144 out of 186G congrega-
tions. Irom one Presbytery (Sydney) we
had no report. There is yet room for im-
provement not anly in the number reporting,
but in definiteness of statement in some of
the reports,

ARREARS.

We have much satisfaction in the fact
that congregations arc improving in  the re-
gularity and promputude with which they
pay their ministers salaries. This is mani-
test in the gradual decreasse of arrears, The
following comparison of this year with last
Yeur :s encouraging.

1888 1889
Presbyteries No. of Con. No.of Con,

Sydney 2 32,381 3 32523
Victorinand |} - % . = =ac
Richmend . | 8 L0245 532 .
St. John b} $01 4 662
Halifax 3 275 1 75
P. E. Island 5 244 73
Wallace 0 0 1 17
Miramichi 3 263 0 [
Truro 1 150 0 0
Picton 3 7D v 1]
Lunenburg & ==
Shelbu x‘rmg ! 1 155 0 0
Newfoundlava 1 0 0 0
Total - 22  $5,368 15 $3,882

Five Presbyteries this year free. It isto
be heped that they will hold this good re-
cord in the future. Three more almost, per-
haps by this time altogether, free, How
long will it be before it can be recorded tha¢
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every cougregation has faithfully fullilled its
promisc as regards ministerial snpport? We
tnst not very long. It ean be  uone,
though in the cage ot one Presbytery it ix
evident hat it will require a tong amd stren-
uous etlort. .
WEEKLY OFFERING.

We have also the satisfaction of reporting
progress n the methods employed by con-
pregations.  They are graauatly adopung

more scriptural methods of church  finance.

Twenty years ngo there could not bave
been more than two or thiee congregations
in our Synod practising the systens ot week-
ly offering. At the time of the Uvion (1875)
the number had wercased to  about torty.
Atter that there was a decrease.  The Com-
mittee on Systematic Beneficence was drop-
ped and ne special efforts were used to keep
the matter before our people and the inter-
est dechned.  But now again the tade s vis-
ing, and at least one-third (over sixty) of
our congregations have adopted this syst-m,
nearly all with the envelope. Some of thew
it is tiue, are only mpertectly working it,
but if they will only honestly, ecarnestly
work it they will never go back to therr old
methods.

\We are pleased to note that as the resnlt
of weekly offering, monthly payments to
winisters is increasing.  Two years ago 12
ministers were paid monthly, this year
tweuty-one.

\Wo regret that there ie still more or less
complaint in almost every Presbytery of
want of punctuaiity, and that still 19 con-
gregaticus pay only half yearly and two
yearly.

The room for improvement in the manage-
ment of tinancial atfaits of congregations 18
still greas.  More system ; and when a good
system iv adopted, more  conscientious car-
rying it out by the members of the coungre-
gations is needed.  Yet there is gieat en-
conragement from the advance made in the
lasgt twenty yoars.

THE SCHIEMES,

It is pleasing to find that congregations
are increasing their contributions to the
schomes of the church. The following com-
parison of the agent’s statistics for the past
two years shows the increase fiom the
Presbyteries.

Presbyteries 1888 1889 Imec. per c.
Truro $3.810  $5.347 40.12
V. & Richmond $33 1101 32,05
Pictou 6619 8,397 26.87
Sydney 1,350 1,720 .21.40
P. E. Island 5,154 5,992 16.25
St. John 3,611 4,193 16.11
Luuenburg & ) 089 1,134 14.66

Shelburae |\

PRESBYTERIAN.
! Wallace 1,684 1,871 11.10
Newfoundland T 652 705 8.12
‘ Miramichi Sise 2205 .84
! Halfax $577 8,639 0.72

Total $35,4390 $41,314 16 &7
Lhis is made to appear more favourable
; beciuse the contributions of the Women's
i Forejgn Missionary “Society ave included in
this year’s fignres.  But even if these were
subtracted there woulld be increase over last
year, Furthe- deduction is wmade 'from our
gratilication because incrense is not in all
the schemes.  ‘l'o three schemes less was
given, viz:—Augmentation. College, and
S Aged and Infirm Mmisters’ Fund.  But then
,a good advance was made in contribution to
Foreign Missions, Dayspring, Home Missions
and French Evangelization.
BLANKS.
The blanks in the columns devoted to
! these schemes are decreasing in number,
{ though not as rapidly as we desire. Cou-
1 sulting the Assembly’s Minutes we find this
vear 175 blanks in 186G cougregations as

fagainst 178 in 180 congregations. last year
:1u the columus allotted t» the six schemes,
¢ Home Missions, Foreign Missions, College,
" Augmentation and Aged and Infirm Minis-
ters’ Fund, besides G3 in the Dayspring
column as against 53 last year.
I'ne number of blanks under each scheme
is as follows :—
1887 1888 1859

Home Missions e 17 13
Foreign Missions 18 13 14
College 50 44 44
Augmentation 18 12 8
Freneh Evangelization 3 37 029
Ag. & Infirm M. Fand 69 55 (853
l‘ Day:pring 5¢ 33 63
i THE BLANKS IN PRESBYTERIES.
Con’gr., Blanks
St. John 31 40
P. E. Island 31 37
Victoria & Richmond 11 12
WNewfoundland 2 7
Lunenburg & Shelburne 9 9
Pictou 18 14
Wallace 10 8
Mivamichi 16 12
Halifax 30 2]
Sydney 14 7
‘Truro 15 7

| There is a marked increase in the number
of congregations coutributing to aLL the
schemes of the church, 101 this year against
87 last year.

The average contributions per family has
increased in all the congrega ion¥, as may be
seen by consulting the Assembly’s Statistic
al Report.
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We direct attention to the fact that one
third of our congregations seem to be neg-
lecting to train the young to take an irter-
est in Missions.  And thig in the face of ve-
peated injunction of Synod, “fo take sporied
puins o train the youny o take an  interest
i, and Lo give to the work of the chwreh.” In
the face too of the marvelious opportunities
that God in his Providence is giving for
missionary euterprise by opening up the
door to all nationg, which will demand of
the rising generation the giving of money
and men as never before, aud surely they
should be prepared for this. Aud in the
face too of the command of Christ, *‘Feed
my Lamhs.” N
METHODS,

As to methods of collecting for the schemes
of the church we can semcely tell whether
there is any improvement. They are so
various that it is not easy to classify them.
We think that in many congregati ms great-
er simplicity of method and more frequent
gatherings would be an improvement.

It is interesting to read the auswers’ to
the question, ““Is your present ethod of
collecting either for paster’a salary ov for
schemes of the church the hest youcanadopt?

These answers upen the whole confiem
our contention that the weekly offering is
the best. ‘T'hat is the testimony of all ex-
perience.  That is what we would expect,
because it is the seripturalr plan; the plan
commended by God, aund if adapted in loy-
alty love to God, must suceeoad.

The answers still further show how slow
people are to get out of old ruts—how hard
to get out of wrong ways intoright ways.
Many still persist in saying that a plan
which confessedly does not give satisfaction
is the best plan “for us.” ‘‘at present,” here
““‘under our present circumstances,” ‘‘in a
country place,” &e. We are persuaded that
this is a great mistake and that a fair trial
will prove that the weekly offering is as
suitable for one place as another.

There is needed however behind this ‘“‘the
laying by in store as God hus prospered us.”
Our enquiry as to whether that is practised
by our people has not clicited much informa-
tion. 1t is practised by some, but]only to a
limited extent. But the subject is being
thought about and talked abhout mnore, and
the number adopting the principle of giving
a definite proportion of income is increasing.
Your ¢ mmittee have the pleasure of re.
porting that they brve endeavored to awak
en more widespread and deeger interest in
the principles and practice of Systematic
Beuneficence by issning a track entitled
“‘SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE, ITS PRINCIPLES

AND METHODS,”
They have had 20,000 copies printed.

About 14,000 have been circulated. They
were sent to congre.ations only as they were
arked for.  Oune hundred congregations, at
least, have been supplied with a copy for
cvery fumily. We have still about 6000
copies on hand, and would hke to have them
distribated wheve neeued. Contributions
have been sent by wany sessious to help to
pury for the expense of printing ana circulat-
ing these. About thirty dollars more is
needed, and we hope that sessions will not
forget to send us sumething. We trust that
the circulation of the Tract will be as the
sowing of grod sced producing in future
much good fruit in abundant, worshiptul,
cheerful, systematic giving to the Lord, of
his own.

Our highest satisfaction must come trom
the increase of the true .spirit of giving,
While we must not undervalue methods and
plaus for gathering the contributions of the
people, we muast expend our best efforts in
endeavoring to awaken and cultivate the
true spirit of liberality by appealing to the
hearts of our people with all seriptural mo-
tives, and by secking the aid of the Holy
Spirit to make the appeals effective. It will
not be difficult to draw out from our people,
constantly increasing gifts, for the advance-
ment of the Lord’s cause if only therr con-
sciences ave alive to the claims hat He
from whow cometh every good and perfect
gift, has upon owr substance, and if only
there is increasing love to Clnist who loved
us and gwve himself for us.

At the risk of being accused of repetition
we present for adoption the recommenda-
tions of last year with but little change, and
urge that persistent efforts be made bv us
all to bring about the general adoption of the
practice of proportienate giving, weekly
storing, and giving as a parc ot sacred wor-
ship.

RECOMMEN DATIONS,

The Synod recommends :—

1. That all the members of our Thurch
be ea.nestly advised to adopt proportimate
giving and weekly storing as a principle of
Christian stewardship.

2. That our congregations adopt the
weekly offering either with or withvut the
envelope. .

3. That every minister faithfully instruct
his people in the scriptural principles of
giving, and use means to keep his people
thoroughly informed concerning the work of
the church and its claims upon their liberal-
ity.

y'.[‘hat those who have the oversight and
instruction of the young use special efforts
to train them to take an interest in and 1o
give to the work of our church,
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5. That the Committee on Systematic
Beneficence in each Presbytery endeavor to
meet under direction of Presbytery, with
ression and managers of congregations where
there is want of system in collecting for
ministers snlaries and schemes of the church
and if possible secure the adoption of an
efficieut working of some plan that will
secure the full and prompt payment of xti-
pend, and contributions to all’ the schemes
of the church,

v Hebrides.
LETTER FROM MR. ANNAWND.

Saxry, New Henrioes,
15th July, 1889,

Dewr Brother Dickie :—

Your epistle of the 9th April came to hand
a cotple of weeks ago, making an exceeding-
ly quick passage here. It came by
steamer to Havanah Harbor and hither by
a vessel coming almost direct, We hope to
have somewhat better mail advantage hence-
forth, at least in the way of despatching
letters. 7The vessel Santa Cruz, thatbronght
your letter, is under charter by the Aus-
tralian New Hebrides Company, and has an
agent on buard with two or three assistants
and is going through the group buying land
and prospecting generally. They promise
to aid the mus<ionarvies in civilizing the
islanders. They wish to get the se.going
work of the mi-sion into their hunds and to
work in part at least under the wing of the
missonaries. Al these anticipations are
not likely to be carvied out  The vessel got
along here at a bad time for receiving aid
from the brethren, as ne.rly all of them
were away from their stations attending the
Synod meeting at Tauna  The company
got two fine blncks of land on Santo, near
us, one on each side ; [ was with them the
greater part of four days as interpreter anl
guide, and without us they would bardly
have secured the lots they did. They pro-
fess to beanxious to put good and trus meun
on their lands, men who will be a help to
the missionaries rather than a hindrance.
Whether or not they will prove helps re-
mains to be seen.

A new copra station has been opened
close by us and is now in charge of a native
from the Loyalty Islands, one of Mr. Jones’
men. You will have read of Mr. John Jones
haviug been taken awar from his station on
Mare, by a French wman of-war, -and pro-
hibited from returning there. The young
man, Frank Wilford, who isopening the
station here, has soue vessel calling for his
copra every six weeks or two months, so we
‘hope to hear something from the world at

large through this channel. I have little
faith in the Australin New Hebrides Com-
pany ever doing much to help us or the
natives, unless they put a man in charge
that has some knowledge of the island
business ; T sincerely hope that our Synod
will not in any way com.nit our mission to
the aid of the company. “The French com.
pany have secured a good deal of the land
about the harbors. They have about four
miles of sen coast on Santo, opposite us, ex-
tending inland a mile or more. In fact they
own nearly all the planting ground and fewmit
trees of the people of Tangoa, Naone and
Namato part of our parigh. They have
done nothing with it yet, having never put
any one here. However, it bas passed out
of the handsof our own people at a merely
nominal price. The french company are
now about insolvent and are doing very
little in the group, but still they have a
great advantage over the new company in
many ways. They can get labor lawfully,
and se!l rifles and atnmunition, which no
British subject can do without violating
law. On Malekula the Roman Cathohe
priests are running around, buying up
stations at all the best openings. ~ Wilford,
our copra trader, has secured a site for a
mission station for our mission on Malekula,
in a good place. We expect Mr. A, H. Me-
Donald to settle hérein & few months.

We do not know yet where the two new
brethren are to be lociied, p -s«ibly on Santo.
I could not teave 10 attend Synod this
vear, having no oue here to carry on the
services in our absence. We have given up
looking to Aneityum for teachers for this
field. They nre entirely useless here. I am
trying Mr. McKcenzie now to see if he can
aid us any, as we hear from some of his
people that several wish to come to Santo.
If we get none from Iirakor we hope to
rec ive oue or more from Br. Milne. Our
work remains wnuch as it was when I last
wrote you.  All our visitors here praise our
people ; but perhans that is only because
they think that we require to be cheered up.
But we are nut discouraged tn our work.

1 am much obliged o you for all the news
given. You seem to fear you might be
writing about she same things as our other
correspondents.  Your letter came aloune
from Canada. so that your fears were not
well founded. Never mind what others
may write, giveus all the little items of
news you van gather,

With our naited love and greetings to all
your funily, I remain,
Yours fraternally

JOSEPH ANNAND.
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LETTER FROM DR. GUNN.

Dr. Gunn, of the Fiee Church of Scot-
land, missionary in Futuna, one of the Now
Hebrides Islands, in his last letter writes
very encouragingly of the work. He says
the interest 1 school and Sabbath services
ig increasing, and the attendance has been
better.  Shortly after the Davspring left
us in December some young scholars came
over the rough Futuna paths from another
district to attend school in the mission
premises. In another district, the chief,
through fear of a supposed diseuse maker,
forbade their attendance. Their super-
stitions regarding wind muking, rein mak-
ing, and disease making,are still very strong.

Ve have the following services among the
natives; morning school , for old avd young,
afternoon school, especially for the young,
evening wurship also, chiefly for the young.
They are taught to sing also at the evening
clasg, as a number of new hymns wete lately
translated. At present as_we have no more
suitable place meet in the co-k . house.
Ou Friday we have the week day mesting
after which we have the candidates class
now reduced innumber as Ihad to forbid
some attending who took part in heathen
fasting. On Sabbath morning we have the
Sabbath School, then the morning service
for all, after which Mrs. Gunnmeets with the
women. In theafternoon, we have another
service for all, and lately I have sometimes
conducted it as a Bible Class, as the number
of readers is increasing. Occasionally, I go
to other distvicts and have services, and
conduct the afternoon service after my re-
turn. The evening worship closes the day.
During my absence, the service is conducted
by one of the Aneityumese teachers,or by one
of the Futunese.

We had a social meeting on the first night
of the year for the natives residing near us,
Besides addressing them -myself, I asiced
three of the natives tospeak who madea
creditable appearance. Besides abundance
to eat, we gave them a small present on re-
tiring from thaschool. One asked what re-
ture they were to make for the foud.

The greatost event of the hot season was a
hurricane, This was the first. we had ex-
perienced, and as there had been noue for
years both natives and ourselves were taken
by surprise. It was the most severe in this
island since the year 1862. After the hurri-
cane was over when moraing dawned we
found that the whole front of the house was
a heap of ruins. 1 The school was in the
same condition ; the backing of the house
was safe but shattered, and the end was
knocked in by the front falling upon it.
What a wreck it was ;in a little time the

whole district turned oui, and, unasked
commenced to clear away the rubbish, and
drag out the broken furniture from under
the fallen beams, extracting hooks and other
articles from the heapsof lime. At noon day
I tried to take a photograph of the ruins aud
the natives at work, but my plates had got
damp. For other three mights in the hut
though we had only the earth for a bed like
the natives themselves, we slept comfortably,
thankful that we had a place of safety pro-
vided for ns, By the end of that time the
remaining part of the house was made habi-
table. Heathens worked very well leaving
their own plantations and premises, until
we kad a roof over onr~heads. ‘They did
not work without pay, they never do tha,
we are glad to pay them if we can do so
without grumbling on their part.

Since the Dayspring left us in December,
1 have translated the Catholic Epistles and I
hope to get them printed by the end of the
year. In the mean time I am getting a new
edition of our catechistn printed, as well
as & few additional hymns, which I hope to
pay for from the proceeds of the arrowroot.

I received a letter by the Dayspring last
December from a native in Queenslaud,
stating that he had been baptized and “* got
mark belong Jesus finish. He intended
soon to return to Futuna, and wanted all
his friends to go to school ; I do not quite
understand what he means by saying got
mark belong Jesus finish, but I suppose,
means either that he has been converted and
is a professing Christina. If his case is real
I trust he may be of use in the work when
he returns. Irom what I have learned re-
garding his character there is reason to be-
lieve his case is real.”

MISSION TOUR IN ERROMANGA NO.IL

For” the Maritime.

Friday the 24th Auguast was the day set
apart by us for starting on our journey to
the northern part of the island. There was
much to be done and much to be thought of,
for Mrs. Robertson and the children were
coming with us part of the way, to Elizabeth
Bay, where we designed to stop uatil Mon-
day. We could not set out this time with
our blankets and some fea and and sugar,
knowing that the natives would provide for
our other wants as we did before, you

would have been astonished if you had been
on top-of thehill to see forty-four people on
the way. We had. forty-four people with us
on the journey and they were much drawn
out on the way, it looked: as if we had
drained the village. ' W
Before we could start, the boat had to: be
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filled with heavy baggage and despuatched so
that the heavy goods would be at Ilizabeth
Bay when we arrived, and all the peuple had
to be separutely told what each one had to
do. Just about the time we should have
started one native and another found that
there was somethivg wanted, so that it was
nearly two hours atter this before we got
farly away. The road is faiv and as Mr.
Robertson has two good horses, Dollie and
‘Tiblte, we did not find the journey so long.
Mrs. Robertson rode Dullie all the way and
Mr. Robertson rode Tibbie half-way and
then I rode her the other half. Annie Rob-
ertson was afraid to ventureon horseback
and walked the whole way. It was a de-
lightful day with a nice cool breeze, such a
one a3 makes walking pleasant.

Last time we set out we took to the hills

on the right of the river but on this occasion
we followed the bank of the river for one
hundred yardsand then struck away up the
hill to the left., Gettingawsy onland means
& very steep climb, but once on top the hills
the path isfairly level. The land oun the top
is{good pasture land with little or uo timber
on it for miles, Here and there, as you pass
along you see a cocoa-nut palm or a sandal-
wood sepling or a fern tree, but it has been
stripped long ago of all other trees. Once up
on the top and you have a strong cool breeze
blowing about you, making you crush your
hat firmly on to your head. As we went
along, on either side the hill the sides sloped
away down, and at the other side ot the val-
ley at some distance we could see ravines
with a few trees running up the side of the
hill. 'The land about here would do well for
a sheep or a cattle station, but just now itis
waste land altogether.

About half way some men came out from
a grove of cocoanut palms. Johnny, a Tan.
nese boy, who was with me at the time, in-
formed me they were not christians and had
no desire just now for a teacher. They
looked very dirty, unkempt and untidy, not
anything iike the mission natives of our es-
tablishment. With no attempt at clothing,
there they stood in the mjddle of the road
to look upon us as we went by. After pass
ing this village we came upon no_other vil-
iage until Elizabeth Bay. The distance Ly
land between the station and Fuiis ten mniles
and I venture to say there is hardly twenty
people on this distance.

It was just getting dark as the last man of
our company appeared at the vesting place.
Here Mr. Robertson has built a cottage
where i the heat of summer the missionary
and his wife can come and spend a week or
two. 1t is a very nice place for a sanatorium
and you can still have your work here. Mrs.
Robertson and the children along with the

women that were her servants sleypt in the
cottage, while Mr. Robertson and myself,
along with the men who were to look after
our comfort on this journey,slept in the grass
house that Mr. Robertscn used to stop in
before he built the present cottage. The
cottage stands on the top of a krell not very
lurge in extent, while just down at its feet
is the sea, and at the back of it we have
steep hills. The soil is very good for coffee
and oranges and lemons, Sandal wood,
guavas, and cotton, grows in abundance.

When everything was put down in its
place Mr. Robertson soon reduced all to
order and in a short time a “billyl’ of water
was merrily boiling on the fire and it was
not long before we had tea. As we were
all very weary we soon had worship and re-
tired to our beds glad to have a nice- roof
over our heads. !

The people about here ars few but they
are as clean and healthy looking as the peo-
ple of Dillion’s Bay are. The <hief isa very
nice old man and the teacher is one of the
best on the island and besides is a chief of
the first raok. One of our men
knows a little English and desiring to learu
more volunteers to show me the wonders of
the place which consists of a cave and a
ragged shore. The shore is a lot of rocks
and it is not a nice place at all for a large
boat. We stopped about the sea shore all
the morning enjoying the fine breeze coming
in from the sea. The tide was low and I was
able, by stepping from one Youlder on to
another to get some distance out. When I
came up I fonnd Mrs Robertson getting din-,
ner ready for us. The chief here appeared
on the scene and arranged that plenty of food
should be got for all the people in our com-
pany.

Early on Sunday morning, after their de-
votions there was a great chattering amongst
the natives about our door. 1 did not
know what was the matter, but Mr. Robert- -
son told me there was some accident to the
boat and that they were holding back from
coming with the news. They were telling
each other to go aud break the news to the
missionary. One man told another to do it,
and that man said i.0 he was not going to do
it, one of the teachers should do it. The
teacher said no but that the man who was
acting as attendant should do it. Each man
tried to shift to some one else the unpleasant
duty ot telling the raissionary, and as each
man commenced to get excited and to shout,
the missionary soon got the news. It ap-
peared that the boat's crew after taking or-
dinary precautions went awsy to the cook-
ing of pigs, and instead of taking the special
care necessary in such a place went to sleep

| hoping no accident would happen. Unfor-




tunately the rope got chaled and the beat
eame on shore in the morning.  If this had
happened at night we would have had no
boat to tukeus turther on our jowrney. ‘The
boats crew were adjudged guilty of careless-
ne«s and agiced to pay the damuge done to
the boat out of their wages.

After breakfast we went down to the
schoolhouse 1 the villiage of Fin. Usue,the
teacher,and chief of Dillon’s Bay people,took
the service and gave them a discourse on the
parable of the *“Pen Virgins”, what with the
people of the village and the people with us
in the house was unpleasantly crowded.

In the afternoon Mr. Ruobertson githered
all the pecple together on the open space in
front of the cottage aud we held service
there. 1t was very pleasant to be out in the
open air looking at the foces of the natives
cagerly drinking in the glad tidings of sal
vation. It was pleasant too to have the
bluc sea in front and the clear sky above
you, while at your back were the hills

covered with grass. T thought at times of |

suine such sceue as this happening in Pales-
tine when the Master was gouing about.
While the uvatives were listening to the
missionary, the contrast of what these peo-
ple were twenty years ago and what they

are now, often rosc up before me.  {lere at |

this meeting we had no heathen, every one
too was dressed and clean. The congrega-
tion sang heartily. All the hymns and the
tones were familiar ones, with names spelt
phouetically ; one rather puzzled me till I
grasped the A B C of the language. I do not
think any of you wonld think that Fxinter
meant the tune to the bymn ¢ There is ¢
fountain filled with bloud.” In Erromangan
alphabet these letters represent the sound
of fountain. This afternoon I was thinking
what a pleasant sight it was to sce the
natives sitting reund the fire reading the
old old story of Jesus and his love.

On Monday morning, after worship, we
went down to the shoie and had the boat
hauled up so that we might see what was
the extent of the damage dune to her. TUp-
on examination we found the pintles and
some of the shoeing torn away and two
planks chafed. YWe were thankiul that this
was all, and that we could with safety con-
tinue our journey in her.

After getting Mrs. Robertson and the
children with her servants away oun their
journey back to Dillon’s Bay, we collected
all our goods and set forth on our journey
to Wariugi. Here they have a good teacher
named Naling, who is very earnest in the
work. When we got on shore the usual
salutations were gone through and then we
were led to the school-house which was to
be our residence for the time being. Soon
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coconnuts were brought and we were able
to relieve onr thirst at on ein a very pleasant
manuer,  The people here are very hospit.
able and provided plenty of yams and pigs
. for the people while for us they prepared a
native pudding, a fow] and some yams.
I Here a great contrast’is at once appavent;
!'in our company we have some women, and
when youn see them alongside of the semi-
heathea women jou are astonished at the
) difference.  The women with us are well
} fed, healthy and pleasant looking, while the
“women of the heathen are coarse, harsh and
degraded Jooking, Our party carrvied a lot
of jews harps with them, so that we had
plenty of music of a sort on our journey.

To-night a great big native oven was
made., The native makes his oven in this
fashiou : A hole is sconped out in the earth
and then a fire is bmlt in it.  After this a
lot of round stones is put in to heat and
when everything is ready the fire is scattered
and fine clean jeaves are put over the hot
embers ; then the yams are put on them,
then sume more leaves, then the pig, then
more leaves, then the hot stones and to
timsh it all, earth is put over it all to keep
the heat in.  This cooks the ford very
nicely, and the yams and fowls and native
puddings cooked in this way are really very
palatable.

While this was going on Mr. Robertson
engaged them in talk about caunnibal times
and some of the men who had been at some
feasts told usthe various proceedings. After
tea cnr hamm cks were slung in the school-
house and we thanked (God that night for
the wondesful mercies displayed to these
people. In the shadow of the bhills, sur-
r.unded by palms, as I lay awake I thought
of theloveof God to ns all and how wondes-
fully he displays his power, and of the
wonderful way God does his work.

The school housc is planted in the shadow
of & sreat bapyan tree and growing all
round are casuarinos.  Ou the other side of
a small braok is the village proper, and there
vou see pigs and fowls running all over the
place. At this vilinge there is no bell to call
the people to church, but they have an
efficient substitnte in a hollow piece of wood,
which they strike with a piece of hard wood
and the noise made therefrom can be heard
at a considerable distauce.

After the opening hymn and prayer, Mr.
Robertson calld upon me to speak to the
people. My theme this day was the love
of God for them, the wondrous love that
was theirs as well a3 owrs. Mr. Robertson
kindly interpreted for me. We had some
evidence here of the teachere work, for after
service. two natives, a girl and a boy, came
forward aud shook hands all round. Ttis a
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custom here that when a native becomes
Christinn he or she stands forward after
service to shake hands with the missionary
and church members. This act to-day must
encournge the missionary greatly and give
him contfidence too in his teacher.

There is a great future in this island surely
for nrace. It seems inciedible that as
vears pass on this 1sland will remnin go
miserably populated. The people here are
very pleased te have us visit them, and
tle cvent of the year tothem isthe mis-
sivnary visit.

Our beats crew consists of the best young
men of the island: and they show out well
against the physique of the heathen. Qur
nen make lard and like to fry their yams,
aund fish, and when they have enough they
make candlesto enable them so read ther
gospel at night. ,This is a great advance on
the gorging of the heathen. [ am asionished
at the wonderful progress made by the na-
tives of the mission statwnand I sppreciate
the more, the more I see of disgnsting habits
of the heathen vatives.  Onec thing that

leased me greatly, aud it interested me for
always thought that it was the contrary,
namely that the natives are not thoroughly
velfish, whenoever the pecple of onr company
had anything nice to eat they called to all
the people to come and shave it with them.

From Waringi we came to Umpanamlas,
and here just now they have no teacher. but
they hope soon to have one. I was forcibly
strack at this spot, with the idea that here
are souls that are spiritnally starving, and
that fecl the paugs ot hunger, and are crying
out to he fed and what can be done by us
unless our fund for native teachers s larzely

the top of the hill and then walk along
through high reeds, and then through under
growth until we get toa village halfway.
At this village we all o balt and have some
cocoanuts to drink and some sugarcane to eat.
We soon completed the journey to Unisian,
and found a gathering there to weet us ; we
desired to press on however, toa village,
and hear service theve, and then come back
to Unlsian, aud sleep, but the villagers said
thas the people had comae from fong distances
to have the service and could not wait over
the might; so we had service here almost
immediately. The school-house was quite
filled and some of the people that were not
Christiang, stopped about ten yards away,
and would not come nearer, piobably think-
ing that, at that range Christinnity could
not attuck them. After the service three
people gave up heathenism, aund the teacher
tells us that he hopes soon to have the whole
district giving up all their heathen practices.

We then ‘wenvonwards to Rumponalevat
bus found the chief who was to meet us was
ill, so we called all the people we could see
around us, indeed, we sang a hymn and
then Usue prayed. Shortly we hope to see
a teacher in this place for there are a lot of
peuvple round about.

This is the furthest point that we intenced
to go to on thix visit, s0 we turned our faces
homewards and came back as far as Unisian.

The chiefs’ son seeing me going about
with a butterily net in my haund, wanted to
kuow what sort of a flag I was earcying. The
chief has shown his good will by giving up
for our usea large new house, and we got
Ohwang to sling owr hammiocks there, At
night Mr. Robertson took the ceusus aad

T

augmented. I hope that we shall never have | some of our teachera gatnered the older peuple
wn any field to stop the natives from getting . of the village ronnd them, and urged them
the bread of life samply on account of wabil- 1 to be Christians. They told them thatat
its to pay the teachers salary. six pounds. | one time they were aypdinst Christinnity, but
The people here are very gencrous and have | now they knew that it was good. In our fol.
inuisted on our stopping here for a night al- | lowing we have twelve chiefs, most of whom
thugh tlis means 1eeding  forty peeple | are teachers and splendid ones they are too.
mght and morming, and villagers are but; After breakfast next moining we com- -
few. The people here ueserve pread credit ) menced preparing for our departure by shak-
for ther kindne#® and they helped us snying hands ail round and then packing up our
every way, the chief vacating his house su y things. After a good deal of talk westarted
that we might sleep m 1. The power of the | back aud got halfway to Umporamlas when
gospel i3:en herein tie way the people | we came tothe village whare we stayed on
eagerly desire to see amd near  the nussivn- | our jonrney to Unisian.  Here we found an
ary. We have been wouaerfully preserved | Albino nearly as white as a European. Mr.
so far and our health is « xcellent. Robertson found that the people here did
The natives buckets are vasdy procurable ; not know mach about Jesus Christ so he
and do the work required. When I ﬁrst} took this opportunity of speaking to them.
saw anative carryiug @ thick bamboo I did | Gatheringthemroin’us we:anga h,m. ,th n
not know what he was doing, but I found | Mr. Robertson told them of the Savioar
afterwards that 1t was full of water for drink- | Jesus Christ-and then Gsuo prayed.
ing, l{.eaving’ the willage behind we came
At tins place we had to leave the boat fur | quickly to Umporamlas where our boat is
the neat village, we go up until we get to i and as the Jday was not very far advanced
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we determined to gail her straight on to BEl-
izabeth Bay. To.day Mr. Robertson gave
the usual ralutation and held out his hand
to shake b:nds with the nativer but the
natives would not as there is an old tradition
which says if ydu shake hands with the mis-
sionary or with christian people you will get
ill and at length die.

Getting a1l the passengers and lugeage in
wo started for Waring1 and there being a
good strong wind we scon got there as it is
not very far away. The natives wanted to
land but as we wished to hury oa Mr. Rob-
ertson would rot land but sent in Ohwang,
Otanto and Helat for the things that we had
left behinu and told them to bring sowme
cocoanuts. Shortly they appeared and swam
out to ug with the things and then we syarted
for Elizabeth Bay, which we reached just
about sundown.

At Fiu we Janded the ecargo and people
and then the boat came on to her anchorage
for the uight, where 1 had a bath and enjoy-
ed it immensely.

Since we .ct out the natives have had
greit feasts for our people : twelve pigs have
been killed for them and abundance of ysms
were gathered. So plentiful has food been
that they have loaded the beat with it to
bring some to their friends. We slept at
pight in the cottage and had a comtortable
mattress to sleep on.  As the boat conld not
Jeave the place where she was anchored until
high tide we waited about till then. When
there was water enough the boat’s crew
brought the boat around and toak in all the
people :nd all their goods and away we
weunt for Dillon’s Ray.

In a way I felt sorry to be nearing the end
of the journey for I was getting to know the
useful men ot Qur company. You cannot go
on such a journey without finding out all the
good points of your men, and I found many
good traits in these people that I had not ex-
pected. Great praise must be given to the
boat’s crew fer their backs were always ready
for the burden, and when the work was
shirke¢ by the people who merely came to
eat,these men came forward and divided the
extra burden ameongst them. The boat’s
crew give their services to the mission free
and look for no reward beyond helping ihe

missionary in hiswork. It is a mistake to

think this is no sacrifite for it isa great one.
These people give up working at their plan.
tation and they know as well as anylody
that they could get ashilling a day if they
went to Noumca. As we got in sight of the
Martygr’s church, the men saw some women
gathering firewood and knowing they would
hurry on to give the news of our arrival they
exerted themselves aud when vear enough
gave one mighty shout to announce their ar-

rival. Soon we were in the viver, and ot the
landing place,and,after getiing ail the people
safely landed with all their gonds, the boat
was taken up on the shore. We were soon
in the mission honse drinking some tea made
by Mrs. Robertson, thankful to be back once
more.

On the journey wmuch was learned, and
personally, Isaw much to admire. and, at
the same tim , much to be sorry for., ‘Chis
journey will do much good to the npatives,
and help many to decide for christianity.
It was very pleasant to see people coming
around and welcoming us, and looking grati-
fied when we announced that we would stop
in the village. May God in his gond time
enable the missionary to plant teachers in
all the places neceding them.and so have
many christians for an offering to God.

A. H. Macpbonawp.

- THE NEW HEBRIDES SYNOD.

AxyvuarL MEETING oF THE NEW HEeBrinks
Misston Sy~Nop.

What a contrast! A Presbyterian Synod
quietly meeting day after day from the 2Sth
of June to the 8th of July, fully occupied
during that long sitting with the affairs of
the different islands of the group, and all
this in one of its own churches in what was
so recently ‘ dark Tanna ! What hath
God wrought !

As will be seen from the numhers many
of the minutes are omitted. Some were
private, and others were occupied with de-
tails of work. On reading the whole, one
is struck with the great amouat of business
transacted. We wish we could give the
minutes in full but our space will not per-
mit.

Misstox CoHURCH, KwamERa, Taxya.
28th Juxk, 1889.

The New Hebrides mission synod met
this day and was duly constituted by the
vetiring moderator Mr. Morton, whe con-
ducted the devotional exercises and deliver-
ed an address takingas .he subject of his
remerks, 3rd John, 2nd verse,

Present Rev. J. G. Paton, W. Watt,
P. Milne, J. W. McKenzie, O Michelsen,
W. Gray, A. Morton, T. W. Leggatt, and
J. D. Landels.

2. Mr. Gray was appointed moderator for
the ensuing year.

3. Messrs Annand, Fraser,McDonald, and
Dr. Gunn, rere absent, but sent reasons for
their absence which were received.

4. Mr, Michelsen-introduced Mr. Banner-
man convener of the Foreign Miscion com-
mittee of the Presbyteridn Church of Otago,

]




e et

—

366 THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

who was present, Mr. Bannerman was re-
ceived ag an associated member of Synod.

5. The Rev. Thomas Smaill B. A. duly
accredited missionary from the Presbyterian
Church of Otago, New Zealand, and Rev:
John Gillan duly ncevedited missionary from
the Presbytevian Church of Yictoria, being
present were received and cordially welcomed
as members of mission Synod, took their
seats aceordingly and their names were add-
ed to the 10oll.

6. The Moderator, clerk, and Mr. McKen-
zic, were appointed a Business Committee to
arrange the order of business and report to
next sederunt.

7. Messers Landels and Gillan, were ap-
pointed to compare the engrossed minutes
with the drafv and certify.

8. It was agreed that the Synod meet
daily from 9 a. m. till 12-30 p. m.

9. It was agreed that the first hour of the
second sederunt be spent in devotional
excrcises to be conducted by the Maderator,
Messrs Bannermar, Paton, and Gillan,

Second Sedderunt, 29th Jexg, 1889,

The first hour of this sederuunt was spent
in devotional exercises. |

10. The Committee appointed, minute 6,to !
arrange the order of business hauded in theiv !
report which was received and aceepted.
2he Committee was further appomted to
continue toact and arrange the order of
business from day to day.

I1. Synod appointed the ardinance of the
Lord’s Supper to be dispensed by the Moder-
ator, Mr. Gray, after Divine service to be
conducted by Mr. BDasnerman  The Servies ¢
to take placa on Sabbath 30th June, at 3-

.y,

12, The members on whom appointments
had been Jaid at last Synos reported that
they had carried ont their iustructions ag
far ag practicable. 'PTheir reports were re. |
ceived and accepted as satisfactory.

13. Departures from the sailing minutes !
of last year, were reported by the clerk, !
Messrs McKenzie, affd McDonald, and ap-
proved by the Synod.

Fourth Scderunt, 1st July 2, p. m.

18. It was movad,  secondul and agreed
to that the Moduator, Messrs Watt, Leg-
gat, and Landels be appointed .« Committece
to draw up a minute un the relation of the
Mission Synod to the churches intcevested in
this Nlisrion, draft standing .orders for the
guwdance of the Syud in its deliberations,
and report to a future sederunt. Mr. Ban-
nerman was associated iwith this committee,
the moderator to be convener.

Fifth Sederunt, 2ud Jony, 9 a. m.

19 Private.

20. Read minute of Fureign Mission
Committee of the Presbyterian church of
Tasmania, requesting Synod: to prevent any
missionary settling teachers on any island
where another migsionary is already at work.
The Synod _appointed the clerk, Messrs.
Paton and Nicholson a comuittee to draw
up a minute on the subj-ct and report at a
future sederunt, *

Stoth Sederunt,  2nd "Jeny, 2 p. m.
> s = |

21.  Read letters irom Rev. A. Hardie,
convener of the Foreign Missions Committee
of the Presbyterian church of Victoria,
anent new mission vessel. The Synod cor-
dially thanked the committee for all the
trouble they have taken in this matter ; and
after the most careful consideration of the
subject remitted the same again to them,
and authorized them to build a steamer for
the mission; auxiliary, if found to Le wost
economical, and having passenver and carry-
ing accomodetivn at lenst a half larger than
the present Dayspring. * * *

Synod further authorized that committee
to communicate with all the other churches
supporting the mission, to whom it has
again forwarded a statement drawn up in
1885 showing the necessity of greater facil-
ities for carrying on the work of the mission
vessel and appeated for the funds needed to

| meet the increased expenditure. Mr. Milne
{ craved leave to enter his dissent, granted.

The following is the statemenmt of 1833
above referred to :—

Burrmsa Cuvxrewr, Eet, 2nd July, 1855,

““Statement of our meed of increased
facility for doing the work devolviog on onr
missi. n vessel.

For several years the Dayspring has had
to leave behind her in Sydney a part of ner
curgo, owing to which several of the nis-

{ siouaries have been put to considerable in-

convenience through goods on which they
depended not having come forward, whilst
at the same time she has had to leave Syduey
deeply if not dangerously laden.

There is now the additional rcason that
the Victorian church is taking active steps
to procure three more 1nissionaries, two of
whom are expected immediately. The Pres-
Ly terian church of New South Wales is also
advertising for a missionary, and the Free
Church of S :otland is at present represented
by two missionaries only. The occupation
of cach new station will add cousiderably

| to the time required to overtake the work.

Owing to the time the present vessel
takes in doing her worlk, it is found im-
possible to do anything in the way of visis-
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ing out stations or heatnen islands with a
view to their occupation,

In order to facilitate the movement of the
present vessel, long aud dangerous boat
voyages have been undertaken; whilst at
the same time theve has been considerable
detentions both in harbours and at sea
through calms and light winds which a
little ~auxiliary steamn power might have
prevented,

For these and other reasons, if the woik
is to be carried on efficiently and extended
s0 as to embrace all the islands of the group,
it wiil be absolutely necessary to make pro-
vision for increased passage and cargo ac-
comodation, aud also an increase of sp.eed ”

Seventh Sederunt, 4th July, 1889, a. m.

23. Read letter from the Rev, A. Hardie,
Convener of theHeathen Missions Committee
of the Federal Assembly, re new mission
vessel. While thanking theFederal Assembly
for its kindly interest in our work, the
Synod would point out, that, as many of its
members are supported by churches not con-
nected with the g‘ederal Assembly, Synod is
as yet in no way directly connected there-
with, and can only have official connection
with it through one of the Federal churches
connected with our mission.

24. Readletter from Burns,Philip & Co.,
Agents of the Australian United Steam Navi-
gation Company, Limited, Sydney, regard-
ing proposals to place one of their steamers
on this group to do the work of our mission.

Synof having carefully considered the
matter, is of opinion that the exigencies of
that work require a vessel entirely under its
own control, and, therefore, does not see its
way to accept tleir proposal at present, at
the same time the Synod recognizes the
benefit to the islands of such steam com-
munication as they propose.
25, The Committee appointed, minute
20, handed in the following report :—That
henceforth at the scttlement of every mis-
sionary in this mission, as far as possible the
- boundaries of his djstrict shall be defined by
the Mission Synod—that no missionary shall
be at liberty to place a native teacher, or
himself to labour on any island, or
in any diswict of an island on which
another  missionary labours,  without
the full authority of the Mission Synod for
so doing. But should any urgent opening
for settling a teacher arise on any island in
the charge of no missionary or in any unoe-
cupied district of an island occupied by two
or more missionaries, any missionary oc-
cupying it shall report to the next Mission
Synod, and be guided as to the future by its
decision. .

It was moved by Mr. Paton, seconded by

Mr. Lundols, that the Report of the Com-
mittee be accopted as the deliverance of this
Court. Motion passed.

§ 26, Rev, T.Smaill, B.A,,duly accredited
missionary from the Presbyterian Church of
Otago, and especinlly allocated by that
chureh, to Jabour in as close proximity as
possible to its other missionaries, Messrs.
Milne & Michelson, wus appointed with his
Qwn conecurrence to o station having his
head-quarters at Sukau, the bounds of the
stution to bo defined by the Synod.

29. Road lotter from Rev. A. H. Maec-
donald and Rev. A. Hardie, anent Mr. Mac-
donald’s settlement. Owing to the difficulty
of making mrrangoments for him being set-
tled this year, vecommended the Presbyte-
rian Church of Vietoria to detain Mr. Mac-
donald in tho colonies till April, 1830, and
rescinded his appointment to the north-east
coast of Malekula, near Port Stanley, it be-
ing very desirable that that station be
speedily occupied. Synod appointed a depu-
tation to secure o sito for a station elsewhere
to which Mr. Macdonald might be appointed.

30 Rev. John Gillan, duly recorded.mis-
sionary from the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria, with his own coneurrence, was ap-
pointed to the station near Port Stanley, to
which Mr, Macdonald was appointed last

ea}? but which has not yet been taken up
im,

31. Rev. Messrs, Macdonald, Iraser,
Morton, Leggat and Landals were ax)pointed
a deputation to assist in Mr. Gillan’s settle-
ment, and to purchuse » site for a station, as
in minute 29.

ighth Sederunt, 4th July, 9, a. m.

34. Read letters from Rev. H. Hardie,
Convenerof theF~athen Missions Committee
of the Federal Assembly, asking, whether in
view of the incrense of native teachers, and
the alleged decreasing population in the is-
lands and the limited ficld for so many white
missionaries, any addition is necessary.

Synod after fully considering the subject,
appointed the Moderator, Messrs, Milne, Me-
Kenzie, and Leggatt & Committee draw up a
minute on the subject to be submitted to a
future sederunt.,

35. Synod having heard the reports from
the various mission stations, and the mem-
bers having expressed their opinions respect-
ing them, appoiated Messrs. Morton, Lan-
dels, and Gillan & Comumittee to draw up a
report based on them to be submitted at a
future sederunt.

36. Synod appointed Mr. McKenzie to
take charge of the native Teachers’ Fund
pro tem,

37. Synod called for reports of passages
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granted to natives, which were submitted
and sanctioned.

38. Synod appointed a committee of the
whole house to arange sailings of Day-.
spring and report at a futare gederuut.

Ninth Sederunt, 5th July 18589, 9 p. m.

41. Agrced that the next annual meeting
of synod be held nt Anelgaubat, Aneityun.
42. Read letter from Mr. Robertson ve-

questing that some one be appointed to dis.

recurning in a year or a year and o half,
Mr. Michelsen was appointed to take the
oversight of lis station during his absence.
The request was granted,

52, Mr. Leggatt was appointed to receive
and take chorge of title-deeds of mission
property with o view to their registration
by H. B. Majesty's vice-consul for the New
Hebrides, at Port Sundwich, Mulikula ; also
to make enquiries as to the registration of
births, ete., and to the legality of marriages

pense the Communion at Frromanga, No! performed by missionaries, to report to
appointment was made as it was found to | next Synod.

be impracticable.

43. Read ‘letter from Captain Braith-
waite, asking instruction as to carrying
heathen natives. Synod instructed the
Captain to carry such natives, whether chris-
tian or heathen as he may be requested by
a missionary to carry. Missionaries to give
the Captain written instructions.

Read letter from Cuptain Braithwaite as
to how long he is to remain at any station.
Agreed, that the Capuain receive the fol-
lowing instructions :—

If on any trips the missionary on the
most northerly station do not detain the
Dayspring the time appointed in the sailing
minute, the next issionary in order, but he
only,nay detain the vessel for a time equal
to that saved by the non-detention at the
most northerly station. The Dayspring
rhall remain at each station until the mis-
sionsry of the station intimate that the
work is done, it being understood that due
care shall be taken that there be no undue
delay.

44. At the request of the Presby-
tevian chureh at Otago, it was agreed that
the Dayspring be appointed to sail from the
New Hebrides on her return from the last
northerly trip this year, for Danedin.

That she remain there not longer than
three weeks, and that if requested to do
s0, and time permit, the missions committee
of the Presbyterian church of Otago are em-
powered to send her to Hyttleton and Wel-
lington, remaining not Jonger than one week
at each of these ports. And that from New
Zealand she proceed to Sydney.

45. Mr. Watt requested permission for
himself and Mrs, Watt. to proceed on fur-
lough to Scotland in December 1889, for the
purpose of carrying the New Testamnent in
one of the dialects spoken on Tanna, through
the press. The request was granted. M.
Gray was appointed to take the oversight
of his station during his absence.

47. Mr. Milne requested permission for
himself and Mrs. Milne and family to pro-
ceed on furlough to New Zealand, for the
purpose of carrying portions of Scripture in
the language of Nguna, through the press,

|

53. Read letter from Dr. Gunn, asking
for advice on the question of orthography.
Synod after considering the subject, approv-
ed of the change proposed,as thereby IFutuna
books, ete., would Be available for use on
Aniwa.

54, Synod appointed the Moderator,
Messrs. Mackenzie and Michelsen & Com-
mittee to consider the subject of a common
orthography for the group and report at a
future sederunt. The Moderator,Convener.

© Penth Sederunt. Gth July, 9 a. m.

55. The Committee appointed, minute 34
reported as follows : —

In reply to the question raised by Mr.
Hardie, Convener of the Foreign Mission
Committee of the Presbyterian Church cf
Victoria, asking whether in view of thein-
crease of capably native teachers, the alleged
decrease of native population, and the limit-
ed field for as many white missionaries as
well as the many larger fields still unoccu-
pied ; any more missionaries are required for
the New Hebrides, the Synod beg to state
the following facts and considerations : —

The nuinber of missionaries already in this
field is not adequate for the complete evan-
gelization of the whole group. A consider-
able number of missionaries is required to
occupy stations on Tanna Paama, Malekula,
Ambrim, and Santo, Distance to some ex-
tent, and  the great variety of languages in
the group, and sometimes on the same
island, often compe® a-myissionary to labour
amongst a smaller aumber of people than he
would otherwise do. Even if it be admitted
to be true that the native population is de-
creasing, an assertion not always conceded,
the Synod does not regard this asa valid
reason for relaxing our efforts for their evan-
gelization. While testifying to the courage
and devoteduess of many of our native
teachers,and whilst still doing the utmost in
our power to increase the number and ef-
ficiercy of these agents, the supply is not
anything like adequate to the necessities of
the field, and their qualifications at present
are not such as to render it desirable that
they should be placed at any great distance
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or where they would not be under the
supervision of & missionary. It is admitted
there are other mission fields larger, and in
some respects more inviting than the New
Hebrides, but from none do we hear more
loudly the ery, ‘“‘come over and help us”
The Synod, therefore, urges the Presbyte-
rian Church of Victoria, and all the other
churches supporting this mission ( especially
those of Australasia) to provide at once more
missionaries, so that the wholegroup may
be speedily ocenpied.

This immediate necessity is rendered all
the more urgent as the R. C. Church is
establishing stations on these very islands
where missionaries are most needed. The
report was adopted. and the clerk instructed
to send copies of the minute to the several
churches.
© 57. Committee appointed minute 35 to
draw up a minute based on reports of stations
submitted the following, which was adopt-
ed :—

The Synod having heard twelve reports
from the sixteen stutions of the group, would
seek to place on record its devout thankful-
ness to our Heavenly Father for his pre-
serving care over the mission as a whole, for
the health and strength granted to each
member of the mission and for the way in
which he has been pleased to bless so
abundantly their labours.

Taking all things into consideration, very-

satisfactory progress has been made during
the past year. The reports from the islands
of Futuna and Tanna, these two fields on
which the work has hitherto met with so
much opposition, are especially interesting
and cheering. It is encburaging also to
note that the violent opposition of the peo-
ple of Mele to the receiving of teachers, or
other attempts to introduce the gospel, is
breaking down. Steady progress hss been
made at Lrakor, Nguna, Tongon and Epi,
and at the last mentioned station, large
numbers have been baptized and received
into the communion of the church. There
are some tokens of encouragement also at
Malekula, where it was anticipated that
the work would be of a peculiarly difficult
nature ; and at the two most northerly
stations, Malo and Santo. the work is en-
couraging and hopeful. It is with peculiar
delight and gratitude to God we place on
record that through the labours of Messrs.
MeKenzie and McDonald the whole oi the
New Testament has been translated into
the Efatese language, being printed by the
British and Foriegn Bible Society and placed
in the hands of the natives.

. 88. The committee on statistics snb-
mitted its report, and made the following
recommendations,which were adopted.

(1.) ‘That new schedules be printed re-
taining only numbers 1, 2, 6, 7 without sub-
division, 8, 9, 10, 11.13, 1418,

t2.) That these queries be printed cn the
first page of a double sheet, 50 as to leave
room for writing the report of station.

(3.) That it be an instruction to the
connnittee on statistics to forward to all
missionaries copies of such schedule in time
for them to be forwarded for publication in
the next “Dayspring” report. Statistics
to be given up to date of despatch.

(4,)  That the secretary of the Dayspring
Board be instructed to publish such statis-
tics at the begining of the report of each
station, the wording of queries to be reduced
as much as possible. ’

59.  The committee appointed minute 18
reported as follows :—

(l.) The New Hebrides mission Synod
shall consist of all missionaries commissioned
by the several Presbyterian churches sup-
porting this mission in the New Hebrides
group, together with any English speaking
elder from each stetion where a session has
been formed.

(2.) That the New Hebrides Mission
Synod may associate with itself any minister
or elder belonging to any Presbyterian
church who may be present

(3.) The officials of the said Synod shall
be a moderator and clerk.

{4.) It shall belong to the New Hebrides
Mission Synod to determine or sanction the
localities where mission stations shall be
opened, to define the boundaries of mis-
sionaries’ spheres of labour or to alter the
same, to reccive and make arrangements
for the settlement of missionaries, to appoing
some cne to oversce and advise in event of
vacancies oceuring, to advise in the event of
a missionary resigning, to sanction furloughs
of missionaries, to grant passages in the
mission vessel, to have full anthority over
the mission vessel and to wrrange the sail-
ing of the same, to recommend the trans-
ference of stations from one church to
another, to advise terms of communion for
native churches, to determine the gualifica-
tions of native teachers, to deal with com-
plaints made against missionaries, to take
evidence and advise in cases where mis-
sionaries may be clmric.*(l with heresy, im-
morality, or other unbecoming conduct, or
otherwise deal with such cases as the
churches affected may instruct, to have con-
trol of ail monies given for any purpose to
the mission as a whole, to receive reports
of stations .and native teachers, to collect
statistics, to make recommendations as to
modes of conducting mission work and
orthography, to make appeals or recom-

mendations to the churches, in reference to

TN
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\
the needs and claims of the mission, to ap- !
point deputations to visit the heathep tribes
within the group, to make, add to, repeal
or alter rules and standing orders, for its
own guidance and the gnidance of mission-
aries within its bounds, to execute special
instructions received frem any of the several
churches, to appoint a general agent for the
Mis sion and to define his daties and regulate
his salary.

(5.) 'There shall be a Court of Appesl to
congist of n representative appointed by
each ot the several churches engaged in this
mission, from their own or any of said
churches, said Court of Appeal to sit where
found most ~onvenient, said representatives
to be appointed when requested by the is-
sion Synod and to remain a standing Court
of Appea , vacancies occuring by resignation
or otherwise to be filled by the churches
affected thereby.

The Committee recommended that the
foregoing constitution and powers of the
New Hebrides Mission Synod be submitted
to all the churches supporting the ission,
requesting the several churches to sanction
the same.

The Committee further recommended that
the Committee be re-appointed and instruct-
ed to draft Standing Orders and Rules to be
submitted to next meeting of Synod.

The recommendation of the Committee
agreed to, and the Convener was appointed
to forward copies of this minute to all the
churches interested in this mission, with an
explanatory letter.

60. The Committee of the whole house
appointed minute 38, regarding the sailing
of the Dayspring submitted the report, which
was adopted. Here follows the regort in
full giving in detail a time table for the Day-
spring for the ensuing year.

FEleventh Sederunt. 6th July, 2 p. m.

67. In view of the decrease in the native
Teachers’ Fund, the Synod would urge upon
all its members the necessity of bringing the
claims of the General Fund under the notice
of their respective churches,

69. The Committée on orthography ap-
pointed, minute 54 submitted the following
alphabet.

a=as in the German language.

bz=b ormb.

c=hard g

d=nd, ndr, ntr.

?= ;_:.s in the German.

=ng in sing.

ﬁ:hgin German ch.

i=as in the German.

j=j tsh.

R=k.

1= L
m=m,
m, accented .- ngm.
n=n.
o=ag in German.
p=p.
p, accented or q =kpu. gbu, kp.
r=r.
8=8.
t=t.
u=as in German. .
v=v,
u=u.
=only as a consonant.
z=ts.
sh=sh.
th==th in English.
DIPHTHONGS.
w= as in German.
aun 6 € (13
ei== ¢ ¢ «
o= € ¢¢ (g

ou not to be used as a diphthong.

The Committee also made the following re
commendation : That missionaries who al-
ready have a literature are recommended to
aim at this orthography in writing other
books.

That new missionaries are nct to depatt
from the above without sanction of Synod.

Tha. no diphthong be répresented by a
single letter.

The Synod adopted the report and recom-
mendation of the Committee.

70.  On the motion of Mr. Paton, the fol-
lowing minute was agrecd to :—Whereas the,
Kanaka labour traffic has, to a large extent
depopulated the New Hebridesand adjoin-
ing islands, upset family relations among the
natives, and has been and is, the cause of
much sorrow, suffering,and bloodshed,among
them and the traffickers there, and of very
excessive mortality among them in Queens-
land and the other colonies, owing to their
altered circumstances in life, food, long
hours and incessant labour on the sugar plan-
tation, etc., which led the humane govern-
ment of Sir Samuel Griffiths to resolve that
the recruiting shall cease in A. D., 1890, and
whereas in the report of the recent
“Sugar Commission” of Queensland it is said
“We declare it our opinion thatif all
coloure labour be withdrawn from the plan-
tations the extinction of the sugar industry
must speedily follow, and we therefore re-
commend that theintroduction of Polynesian
labour be permitted to continue, atall events
for some yenrs longer than the period now
limited, for the purpose of developing tropi-
cal sgriculture and fruit growing in the
northern districts.” As this traffic has been
an unmitigated evil to the islanders, the New
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Hebrides Mission Synod, respectfully, uud!
wrgently, implores the Queensland Govern- 4
ment in the interests of humanity to let the |
traflic terminate as vesolved by the late
Government, and on no cousideration to con-
tinue a traflic so steeped in deception, impr-
ality, bloodshed and suftering, and on which
heaven’s blessing cannot rest.

Mr. Paton  was appointed to forward o .
copy of theis Minute to Sir Saumuel Griffiths, !
with an accompanying letter ; copies also to
be sent to the Conveners of the Foreign Mis- ¢
sion Committees of tie various churches in-
terested in our Mission.

7L Moved by Mr.  Michelsen, and
seconded by Mr. Milne, that whereas, the
Jubilee of missionary effort in the New He- :
brides has occurred this year, which it is |
desirable to signelize in some fitting way :
and whereas, this would be giving to native :
teachers an English education to fit them the
better for their work ; the several churches i
to be requested to raise a Jubilee Fund suffi-
cient to maintain a teacher and support those
ttending the Institution.

« Moved as an amendment by Mr. Paton. |
aud seconded by Mur. Morton, that mean-
tizne Mr. Michelsen's proposal anent a Ju-
bilee Institution for training Teachers is
deemed impracticable, but that the mission-
aries who are training teachers be urged to |
put forth greater effort in the work in which
they are engaged, and give them a know-
ledge of Engiish so as further vo qualify them
for their work.  Five voted for the amend-
ment, and four for the motion. The amend-
ment becawme the finding of the Synod.

Twelfth Sederund, Sth July, 1889, 11 a. m.
{ Y

The New Hebrides Mission Synod met
again pursuant to adjournment and was
duly constituted. Minuates of the two pre.
vious sederunts were read and confirmed.

The Moderator then delivered his closing '
address.  After singing Psalm exxii: 1.9,
reading Scriptures and prayer, the Moder.
ator declarved this segsion closed, and ad-
Journed the Synod to meet about this time
next year at Anelgauhat, Aneitywm.

Closed with the 3enediction.

T W. GRray, Modcrator,
W. Warr, Slerl Synod
of the N. H. Mission,

LETTER FROM REV. K. J. GRANT.

Sax FErNANDO, Oct. 19th, 1859,
This year to date has wrought more
changes in the Presbyteriar labourers in
Trinid-d than we ever witnessed before.

!

- i
Grividad. g
1

' back with reinforcements.

In March, our neighbour, Rev. Mr. Wil-
son, of the Scotch Chureh here, loft for home
in search of health, A month later Mr. and
Mrs, Morton left for the same reason. Mr.

" Morton became afmost unfit for duty.

In Fuly, Mr. Aitken, successor to Mr.
Falconer, Greyfriars, Port of Spain, was
laid down with severe illness, and ouly on
the first of this month gained sifficient
strength to go on board ship for Eugland.
He is not expected back for nino months.

On the 8th of September, Mrs. Macrae
was unexpectedly called away Ly death,

" leavinga little boy of two years to cling to
: his weeping father.

Miss Semple’s health has noc been satis-
factory for some time, but recently it has
becoms more and more apparent to the
members of the Mission and to her friends,
that her strength was rapidly failing, and

. to-day she takes passage in the & S. Belair,

in company with Mr. Frager who has return-
ed ulﬂ,er a very successful season of nission
work,

Miss Copeland too, is now homeward
bound.  She gave up her work on the first
of this month. ~ The gradual thinning of our
ranks has imposed additional labours and
anxieties on such of us as have been allowed
to continue. Valuable workess have been
removed : all loved their work, Hope is
sustained by the intelligence that our old
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Morton will svon be
We sincerely
trust that there may be no hitch.

At Oropouch, Mr. Raghbir suffered zlmost

_ constantly from malurial faver, and on medi-
» ca} advice we removed him to Diamond Vil-

lage six weeks ago, and ever since he has

. been in good healih, His wife tco, has {nken

hold cbeerfully, and her quiet refined Chris-
tian influence, will tell on the crowds that
fill her neighbourhood.

Miss Blackaddar appears, after her severe
attacks of iliness when away, to have ob-
tained now a new lease of lile, and is able to
bring more than ordinary vigour to bear up

1 on the work of her large school,

We have in the changes of this season,
new proof of the importance of maintaining
a vigorous staff of native agents.

Be mindful in prayer of the Church's
work here.

Yours faithfully,
K. J. GrRaxT,

MR. MORTON'S ADDRESS.

AT THE FAREWELL MISSIONARY MEETING AT
HALTFAX.

. It is time we were.getting away from Hal-

ifax, not only because we are wanted in

Trinidad from which island Mr. Fraser, Miss

|
|
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Semple and Miss Copeland have returned ;
but beeanse we ate in dauger of heing de-
moralized ns missionnries by the luxury of
this vefined city. \Warned by the exnmple
of Hunnibal’s voldiers we want to return to
life in the “‘tented ficld” aml soldier’s fare,
as soon ay pussiblo.  But for this it would be
very hard to ray good bye to those who have
been ea kind and ou whiose kindness wo have
drawn ro heavily.  Aw it s we feel that it is
Lest to g lest fur us and Lest for you.

We rcturn with testored health, with a
misgionary for C-uva wham you will hear
presently, and with two teachers to take the
places of thuse who have returned.

Our furlough has been one of unbroken
satisfaction -LEvery day of the six months
has breught abunuding wmercy - sunshive in
the weather, with just enough of 1ain to lay
the dust—sunshine m our friends faces and
sunshine in our own hearts. And now we
want to go bach and carry some «f the re-
freshing to the weary workers in Trinidad.

Let us look back for & mment at former
farewells.

Tho first was in 1867 when we held a_de-
signation service . Kunoa  chureh, New
Grasgow.  The Rev. John Stewart was then
chairman of the B md  all the members of
the board then present hatve passed away ex-
cept two and neither of them are on the
Buard now. Not ouc of the Presbyterian
ministers then 1a I Lfax, Dartmouth, Cruve,
Picton,New Glasgow,Windsor ov Varmouth,
are to be foaud n the same place now ex-
copt Rev. Dr. McCulloch, Such changes the
years bring, .

Our first fwmlou b war asad one asa sister,
very dear to ue, L.y illall summer and diep
a few days alt 1+ we sailed. Sadderstill was
the next, when 1 made a hasty yisit home
and left Mvs. Motton, as the doctor’s all
said, hopelessly th, auwi rcturnad to face a
louely year’s work. On udither of these oc-
casivas was there o Jaconwdl niceting, Well,
despite the doctons, the sich seeovered and
the suusling bicke the agl the douds again,
My ewy sowmcwhat teenl Lealth was the
only diawback to ourdu-t visit and it closed
rdth a fuewel meeting, picasant speeches,
ard a gold wat. h.  Best ol .l has been this
Inst restful refreshing visit, and better than
many gold watches the thee fresh workers
who go with us

I have of late b ¢ resding t' ¢ minutes of
the Foreign  Miron Board,  Perhaps you
weuld hardly belicve ithut I found them
wonderfully intacsting. They show, that
the world moves, and that, so far a¢ the
Trinidad Mission 1s concerned; it has moved

marvelously, Touk at this; the whole ex- |

penditure on the Trinidad Mission in 1868
and 1869 did not exceed $1200 each year,

missicnary’s salary and all, and no more was
spent in 1870 in Trinidad by the church in
Canada,  Something was spent here in ges-
ting u sceond missiownry, aud $320 was
raised and spent in Lrinidad for a school and
buildings. \When the report of $320 having
been contributed in Trimdad, came before
the Board, it was agreed to express gratifi-
cation at the liberality of the contributors,
botl. to the schoul and building fund, in con
seqnence of which the funds of the Board
have not been tonched for either «.f these ob-
jeets. Now things are changed. List year
wo reported an income of over $25,500 of
\{'hlicu over $11,000 had been raised iu Tiini-
dad.

I 1870 I tried and tried in vain to get
help for schools from the government. At
the clore of the yesr they promised some
help, which we gat far oie schuol in 1871,
Well lust year we got $4,600 from gcovern-
ment for uur schools. I hope we have got
nearly 6,000 this year.

When Mr, Graut arrived in November, 18-
70 the staff was one missionary and his wife,
one native teacher, thirty-fivechildren and no
baptisms, Our staffnow is four Canadian
missionaries, two opdaived uatives, seven-
teen Catechists, 40 teacheys, over 4C0 com-
municants, and last year wec baptized ovel
300 persons, and the mnative church con-
tributed over $1,900. We stand to it that
the world does move.

We secmied the salary for our third iwis-
~ionary in Trinidad and a man bemng forth-
coming Couva was taken up in 1873, But
after Mr. Grant came in 1870, the 'Tuna-
puna district bad to wait ten yeavs till Mr.
McLeod was sent in 1880. Our rich good
men should try and get a reading of the
minutes of the Foreign Mission Board from
1873 till 1880. They are very touching—
appeals for a fourth missionary, coustant
and urgent—debt, heavy and crushing—ap-
peals to the church-—rssponses inadequate
and the Board mflexiblein its attitude—*if _-
uo money then noman.” And all the time-
the ficld lay waste, and men were perishing.
That christian men knew it and yet lived so
comfortably is marvellous. Surely _they
did not know it. It could not surely have
come home to them, or it wWould mot have
continued so long. At -length the Rev.
Alexander Falcouer, then of Port-of-Spain,
now of Pictou town; made a wise suggestion,
and backed it up. with substantial deeds.
This blossomed into £150 sterling per annum
for Tunapuna, raised in the Island ; this in
due time ripened into a fourth missionary
for Trinidad.

Bat two years before, i e 1878, we hegan
to ask for a fifth missionary, and now, in
1889, after waiting over 11 years, we are
. v




THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN.

373

. . |
promised that one will be.sent *¢ as soon as

procticable 3 and having waited so long,
we expect, if spared, to see him in Trinidad
at-the close of 1890, Surely in this matter
the world moved but slowly. I did not
realize till 1 read thoso minutes with how
lalrguuahare of patience we were endow
ed.
Meantime the tield has greatly enlarged.
Tho 25,000 of 1867 have become 60,000.
They have spread themselves abroad over
the Island. ‘I'hey have won for themselves
a recognized place in the land. They have
become n large factor in our population,
and an unportant elementin the prosperity
of our Island. So the whole chureh is sum-

moned to go forward at the call of duty and,

do valliantly while the opportunity offers.
Native ministers are to be trained, congre-
gmgons formed .and the-native church crgan-
1zed., ®

Now when we have all this on our hands,
don’t trouble us -about your funds. Surely
all you 1t home can pray for, and give, and
beg enough without laymg any extra cave on
us. .
And now that the women have come to
the rescue, 1t inust, it will be done. At the
present moment two things are pruminent—
the improvement in the funds and the in-
crease of -Women's Foreign Missionary
societies. Lam safe in s.ying that these
two things wre simultancous. If 1 say that
the one aceounts for the other, some obstinate
man will very hkely begin to chop logic in
debating it. I want to raise no debate. It
is enougli for me that the two things are
simultaneous, and tha the ladies when we
came home met us with a glad welcome and
-send us away with so-hearty a- fare yo-well.

RECENT INCID%NT;) IN MADAGAS.
AR.

The persecutions of years ago in Mada-
gascar and the suhsequent triuniph of the

... gospel have lonig been a fimiliar story, but

- 2 missionary there writes in the L, M. S.

“Chionicle, that there is still in many places,
“awayfrom thie capital, ditficulty, opposition,
andjeven persecution, in trying to carry on
Christian~work.
. 'x"\\_-xgggm'r INSTANCES

of the-kind maybehere briefly described :—

(1) About.a year'or fourtcen-months .age
a society of young preachers here. in Auntan-
anativo’ determined to send two of their
number as native missioparies to distant
and heathen parts of the country. One of
theso-was sent to a village called Radgar

anga, among the Betsimisaraka -people, on-
Here.

the faithfal and -earnest work of the evans.

the skirts of the.great belt.of forest,

:aver the country to: brin

clist aud his wife soon began to bear fruit.
Vithin o few months many of the people
lesrned to 1ead, a large number of children
wero gathered together, the people—who
seem to have been of & docile, childlike
disposition -abandoned their heathen prac-
tices, gave up the drinking of toaka (the
native spirits), and put themselves under
the guidance of their friends and teachers.
It seemed as if in a short time heathenism
in that district would be overthrown, and a
Christian congregation be trained in the
knowledge and service of Gol.  But a few
days before last Christmas time a message
came to the evangelist from the governor of
a Hova militury post about three dnys’ dis-
tance away, ordering him to bring the
school children and most of the people up
to the fort ““to ‘keep Christinas.” This,
however, the evangelist, knowing the
temptations to which the people would: be
exposed,.as well as the difficulty of at once
getting together the necessary food for such
an expedition, declined to do immediately,
asking for a little time first. This, how-
ever, was peremptorily refused; soldiers
were sent to apprebend the evaugelist, he
was treated with extreme harshness and
kept in confinement, and eventually was
obliged to retire and his wurk was eatirely
broken np. And the man who acted so
shamefully was ouly a few months before
a fellow-preacher with the evangelist at one
of the churches in the capital ! A

(2) A few wonths ago ouneof the students
at the London Missionary Socicty’s College
an earnest and energetic younz man, on
completing his course of study was appoint-
ed as evangelist to an iwportant ceptral
village about two days' journey west of the
capital, in the Ambohlbeloma distriet, For
a time alt went well ; but for some months
past the cvangelist has been constantly
pressed by the chief man of the place to
Join him in tukiug mouey from the people

_to allow their children to be free from at.

tending school. This, of course, he refused
to do ; and.on his continued refusal to be a
party to breaking the laws referring to school
attendance, as well as tv making money by
taking bribes, the big man has at length
made the place so. uucomfortable that the
evangelist. has been hindered in every way
in.doing his work, and has at length been
withdrawn by the superintending missionary.
In.ways such as these the great enemy of
,sguls, anlcli' of a:l tgogd dwoxﬁk. continually ..
atira, is agents to hinder the adva
ch‘;:'.%&\ Kingdom in Madagascar, ncﬁ‘&i :
‘thank: God, progress is being made. Many
faithful and earness;. ihen are laboringﬁ'""aﬁ
:Gv y t0: their fellow-Taen
ugder the power of ‘the Gospel ; Many-n:':

\) ) . :

.
N
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heing tmined from dairkness to light, and l
from the power of Satun unto God ; and the |
kingdom that cometh not with observation
is being slowly but surely built u‘), and shall
prevail over all the jowers of evil.

THE GLORTOUS RETURN.

In carlierassues we have spoken of the
bi-centennial o 'elpation wt the return of .
the extled Walvenses thut was to bo cele
brated in the *valiys " in the latter part of .
August,  We quote helow from o letter by
the Rev. Donuid Miller of Genoa, to the
I*ree Church Monthly which gives ¢ vivid |
picture of that great and juyful gathering,
He says :

“All the cvangclieal Italian  Churches
were mvited to seud repiesentatives, and I
believe most, 1f vot ail, have responded  cor-
dially to the invitanon . amd there ave del.
egatex from the evangelieal Cliiches and
Societies of Swatzeiland, France, Germany,
Belgium, and Hollavd. The Preshytevian
Churches of Brituin have sent strong depu-
tations, Awong toe fuicizn deputies there
are rome well known wen, cuch as Dr. God-
et of Neuchatel, Dr. Christ of Bale, Profes.
sor Hulsebos of Utiecht, Pastor 1. Mouod, |
who represents the Unien of the Tree,
Churches of France,  And it i2 intevesting to
seo nmenyg the membos of Synod represent. |
atives from the Waldensian eolonies on the
banks of the miara andd La Plata, and also
deputies from the Waldensian  chutches of
Wartemberg winels wers formed by the ex
iles of two hundred yemix ago :

1t has been no vasy task to tind accommo |
dation for all the delegutes and fuends who |
have gathered on this miost iuteresting e
casion at Torve Pellice  Such a multitudeof |
people and such a display of bauners bave
not bieen seen in these rancte aid peaceful |
valleys since the hesiile armies of France
and Savoy marched out of than,  Never be- |
fore, I believe, was such a picat gathering |
seen in Italy € 1+ a Protestant olject, and it ,
has attracted the attentioweof all classes of |
Italians from the throne downwards.

The king of Italy has not only senta letter :
to the Moderator, expressing his good wishes
for his Waldensiun subjects, accompanying -
it with a royal gift of £200, but has sent the
Prefect of Turin, Count Lovera de Maria, to
vepresent him at the inauguration of the |
Casa Valdese, or Memovial Church House,
Along with the represcntative of the king !
there were.members of both houses of - Pais |
liament, among whom w ere some-6f the fore- |
most men of the state, i

The press is well represented, and in all;
parts of Italy long articles on the Waldenses,
written in appreciative and laudatory terms,
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are being read by all classee of the people,
so that their past lustory and their present
work are being most tavourably brought
under public notice. Nothing has  been
wantig to bring out furcibly the contrast
between the present position of the Walden-

- seg in Italy and that of two hundred yeurs
| ago.

'J‘hen,‘ a persecuted and exiled people,
forcing their way inte their native land
agamst fearful odds; now, a respected and

. favoured people, with a magnanimous king,

a fricudly eovermuent, and perfect liberty.
Good cause have they to way, ‘*“I'he Lord
hath done great things fur us; whecof we
are glad.”

Ou the 16th of August the first of the com
memorative meetings was held at Prangins,
near Nyon, where the Wal-lenses assembled
to cruss the Lake of Geneva and hegan their
arduous mauch wver the Alps. At the in-
auguration of the pyramid erected to mark
the sput where they embarked, a large num-
Ler of Swiss fiiends gathered to meet the .
little company of \Waldenses who went to
thank Switzerland for the kindness shown
to their exiled forefathers. The monument
was given over to the municipal authovities

. of the place as a witness to the faithfulness

and goudness of God, as a memorial of
Christiau hospitality, and as a symbol of the
union f the twoe great motive powers which
led tothe heroie deeds of the loricuse Rentree

-love to God and love to native land, Sev-
ceral of the Waldenses wha weie present at
the meeting ctossed to their valleys by the
same route as their forefatheis had “taken,

. and arrived at Balsille on the 27th August,

Leing the sameday of the month and the
same day of the week on which their ances-
tuts had ceached it two bundred years ago.

At Balsille they found between four and
five thousand people gathered to commem-
orate that interesting and important date in
their history.

The day tollowing, anvther meeting was
held at DPrali, where a marble tablet has
Leen placed ou the church wall to commem-.
orate the fact that this was the first of their
own churches in which—or rather in and be-
fore which—the returued exiles worshipped,
Hemy Arnaud, their leader and pastor,
conducting the service from a platform raised
at the door, that all might-hear.

The fourth great open-air gathering was
held on Sunday, 1st September, at Sibaud,
near Bobbio in Val Pellice, where with up-
lifted hand the Waldenses swore fidelity to
God and to one another. From carly morn.
ing a stream of pedestrians and of vehicles
of every description, from a mule-cart to an
omnibus flowed out of ‘Torre Pellice, and
along the road that leads to Col de Croix.
The sun shone brightly, and the scene was
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most picturesque. A journey of frimn two
to three hours broughs the travellers to Sib-
aud, the road b:ing so rough from vecent re-
pairs that those who drove could not pro-
ceed much faster thon those on foot. The
assembly gathered in the very chestnut
grove where the oath was taken, and many
had considerable difficulty in climbing to 1t
from the main road. There must have been
about five thousand present when Dr. Pro-
chet commenced the service. T'wo or three
imembers of the Italian Parliament were
there, and a large number of church dele-
gates, After prayer and praise, Dr. Prochet
gave an eloquent nddress appropriate to the
nccasion, Signor Luzzi of Florence preached
o powerful sermon from the same text—
Luke xvi. 16—from which Pastor Montoux
had preached that day two hundred years
before ; and Signor Pons of Nuples gave a
succinct and interesting account of what the
Waldenses had done ‘since their return to
their native valleys, and especially since
their emancipation in 1848, when the
work of Italian evangelization began. There
were several other speakers, both native
and foreign. : )

Before the service closed Dr. Proched
again addressed the assembly with reference
to the oath their forefathers had taken, and
after reading in their hearing that part of it
which relates to fajthful allegiance to God;
adherence to scriptural truth, efforts to de-
liver those who are stiil in the power of
“Babylon,” and the re.establishment and
maintenance of Christ’s kingdom even unto
death, he solemnly called on all whe felt
that they could conscientiously renew that
oath to Iift their hand to Heaven and do so.
‘I'he great majority of the assembly lifted
their hand and bound themselves by that
oath. 1t was a solemn moment, and maby
wept for joy.

A graceful pyramid has been erected on
the spot, bearing the names of the principal
places associated with the return, and of the
chief mission stations now -flourishing in
Italy.

Bnt I wust hastea to say a few words
about Monday’s proceedings.
hour the-king’s representative arrived. and
was received by the ecclesiastical, civil and
military authorities.”. Flags were flying at
nearly every window, all work seemed to be
suspended, even by Roman Catholics, and
the streets presented a most animated ap-
pearance. At 10 A. 2. o large assembly,
again favored with lovely weather, gathered
just outside of the Casa Valdese. The Mod-

erator of the Table presided, and gave a-

short but admirable address. The speaker
appointed for the occasion, however, was
Rev, Williem Meille, and difficult tkough

At an early |

his task w+  no one conld have acquitted
himself be .or. In the presonce of the
presence of the king's representative and
other state officidls, some of whom were
known to have strong clerieal leanings, thore
was the temptation to say little about “tho
religions aspects of the bi- centenary, and to
dwell mainly on the benefit w enjoyed
under a good king and a liber.. _overnment.
But Signor Mueille did not yield to any such
temptation. His noble «ration brought out
clearly that it-was not merely to ve-establish
themselves in their native land that their
forefathers fought, but that they might re-
kindle in it the lamp of diviue truth; that
they were essenially a .Bible peoplo; and

that, ns General Beckwith once said, they
must now be either missionaries or nothing.
All he said was said with the greatest tact,
the finest feeling, and the most thrilling elo

quence, and made an excellent imnpression on
all preseat. At the cluse the royal commis-
sioner,who had not beeunable to restrain a tear
from hig eye, rose hastily from his seat, seized
Meille’s hand, and thanked him with the ut.
_most cordiality. Some of the senators and
deputies, speaking afterwards said that what
stuck them most in the Waldenses, and in
that day’s proceedings, was that what they
had found impossible with the Roman Cath-
olic faith seemed to be quite natural with
the Evangelical faith— namely, the unity of
piety and patriotism—ifaith in God and love
of country.

T cannot dwell any longer on this point.

 Suffice it is-to say-that many of us are per-

suaded that the occasion marks an importeny
epoch in the history of the Waldenses and cf
Italian evangelization ; and we are hopeful
that our fricnds will have wisdom and grace
to press forward in their work, humbly
trusting not to earthly potentates or any
other arm of flesh, but to Him in whose hand
even the king's heart is, and who can turn
it, like the rwers of water, whithersoever
he will.

The following iacident is related of an old
Alaskan. The day before he died, a missiont
ary saw o Bible tied to the top «f a stick abous
three feet long, set is: the ground near hid
head, aud asked why the book was tie,
therey- The old man said, “‘I can’t ready

. but I.know that is the great Word ; so when
my heart gets: weak I just look up at thab
“book, and say, ¢ Father that is your book ;
no one to teach me to read ; very good you
"helps me ; then my -heart gets stronger, the

bad goes away.””
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NOT ANOTHER CENT.

A mechanic about thirty years of age,
having a wife and four children, was wont
to step into a bheer-saloon close by twice a
day an pay five cents each for two glagses
of beer. [For many months he did this,

under the impression that it was rather!

necegeary fr o hard working-man. Buet one
day, while toiling at his hruch, a new and
Letter idea took possession of his mind.

Y am poor,” he said within himself :
““my family needs every cent I carn ; itis
growing more ¢xpensive every year; soon I
shall want to cducate my children. Ten
cents & day for beer ! Let me see—that is
sixty cents a week, even if I drink no beer
on Sunday. Sixty cents a week ! That is
thirty-one dollars and twenty cents a year!
And it does me no good : and it may do me
harm. Let me see,” and here ie took a
piece of chalk and solved the problem on a
board. *‘I can buy two barrels of flour,
one hundred pounds of sugar, five pouunds
of tea, and six bushels of potatoes for that
sum.” Pausing a moment, as if to allow
the grand idea to take full possession of
him, he then exclaimed, “I will never
waste another cent on beer!” And he
never has.

“\Why stand ye here idle all the day?”
Wy, indeed, when a perishing world claims
your assistance, wheu meun, women, and
little children nre lost, perhaps for want of
the word of sympathy, the touch of kindli-
ness, the prayer of faith, which might come
from vou. The night cometh, the oppor-
tunity for work will soun cease, and then
how shall you, brother and sister, meet the
judgment of a righteous God ?

THE FAMINE IN MANGHURIA,CHINA.

As with gla1hearts weobsers e our Thanks-
giving days rejoiemyg in the plenty of our
bounteous laud, it may make us more grafe-
Jul and more hdpyul to read of some of
China's milliens during the past winter as
told by Rev. James Webster, a missionary
of the U. P. Church of Scotland.

CAUSES OF THE MANCHURIAN FAMINE

The causes at work in bringing it about
were twofold.  Wirat, the long-continued
drought of carly 188S, when for two or
more months, during the most crucial season
of the year, nota drop of ramn fell. And,

second, the disastrons floods of August last,
when for over ten days rain fell with anal.
most unbroken continuity. ‘The drought
rendered the wheat crops an utter failuve ;
in most cases no attempt wasmade to harvest
it, and the millet and other cereals would
have yiclaed at the best only half a erop.
The long-continned rains flooded the rivers
and mountain streams to an altegether un.
precedented extent—the swollen torrents
sweeping over the level lands, and submerg-
ing, in great part at least, the whole of
Southern Manchuria from Moukden to the
seu. The country washed by the three
largest rivers in Central Fengtien, suffered
overwhelming destruction, ahnost every
town and village being demolished—all in
part, most of them entire, so far astheir
habitations were concerned ; while an un.
known number of their inhabitants were
washed away, unever to be seen or heard of
again. The crops, of course, were utterly
wasted—thousands of acres literally buried
out of sight in mud and silt, and what was
not clean gone could never reach ».turity.
Such a calamity had never befallen .fanchu-
ria within the memory of her oldest inhabi-
tant; indeed, inthe aunals of the past three
bundred years, there isno record of a food
so great or 8o far-reaching iu its terrible
destructive effects.

FAMINE DISTRESS : SOUP-KITCHENS.

From an early date it was evident that the
distress of the then fast approaching winter
would be very great. Whele communities
were herding together on little islands, with
broken bits of furniture by their side—all
they had saved from the geueral wreck,—
surrounded by au ocean- like expanse of
water ¢ waiting for the waters to subside.’
Then they had to provide themselves houses
to Jive in, for the wiuter with all its rigour
was fast coming on. Many could not face
the task. and took refuge in the huts built
by others, bringing abous a state of over-
crowding which can be better imagined than
deseribed.  The huts were all of mud, many
of them mere caverns duy out of the ground,
or small sheds about the size of a single dog
kennel or fowl hounse. Befove the mud walls
had time to dry, the frost had set in;and
as the winter advanced the inside walls be-
came coveced with a thick layer of hoar-
frost, so that the rooms rescmbled snow
houses more than anything else.

The Governor-General of the province took
steps to relieve, in some measure, the wide-
spread distress, and soup kitchens were
opeued at various centres, where a bowl of
thin millet gruel was dispensed daily to each
applicant.

Those who were really helped by the
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kitchens were those who lived within o
manageable distance, or were able to trudge
a distance of six or eight miles before sun-
rise to the nearest depot. But what about
those who, from age, ill-health, want of
clothing, or other reasons, were unable to go
to the kitchens? what of those who could
not walk 2 mile to save their lives? Let it
be remembered that they could not send. [f
they went they were fed ; but no provision
was made for themn otherwise.

Through the kindness of friends in Scot-
lard, I was early put in the way of reander-
ing a little help,  Messengers were sent toa
district, where the distress was reported to
be exceptionally severe. They returned,
and submitted their list of names. Having
made arrangements, we started for the
scene of distress. It was our first ‘outing’
of the kind ; we had never secn it before;
and although constant contact with the dis-
tress, in the course of time, hardened us to
a certain degree, it was impossible on tnat
first visit to see the sights and hear the tales
of want unmoved. It was the most trving
piece of work one ever attempted, the bur-
den growing in weight the longer we car-
ried it, and crushing not the body but the
heart. I almost wished I had not sent the
men on before, so that in my personal in-
vestigations an occasional ray of light might
have come across the path; as it wss, the
next house seemed always to be in a more
famentable plight than the previous one.
Almost without exception, the famlies were
living in the mereat keanels, and so confined
that notonly the K'ang bus the floor was
littered with human beings. ‘They had
nothing to eat—that is to say, nothing with
any sustenance. Sometimes we came across
a little beancurd refuse —a luxury as the
mouths wore on : hut the chief article of
diet seemed {0 be u pottage made of the
crushed husks of buckwheat.

‘The weather was intensely cold, and the
task of visiting and relieving the people was
no easy one. With a temperature at zero,
and a biting north wiud, the work of vinit-
ing from house to house was carried on.
But if it was difficult for us to bear who
bad plenty to eat, and abundauce of warm
clothing, what must it have been for those
whose clothing was scant, and who'e food
was practically g ?

One redeening feature in the dark picture
was that in almoest overy case the penple
had a little fuel. Sometimes it was scant
eu ugh—ouly a basin with a few sticks or
millet roots, over which the wome«n and
children, with the merest pretence of cloth-
ing, sat crouchirg. It was quite a common
sight, a mother lifting one child after
aucther, and toastiug its feet aund lower

. B e e S

extremities at the fire, children crying of
hunger and cold, older people sullen, des-
pairing. giving themselves up to the only
fate they saw in store for them, discase in-
duced by want,—all this we met with every
day, and every hour of every day.

In some districts where willows abound,
the dried leaves, saturated with water and
minced small, was all they had in the shape
of food, In other places, a kind of weed,
gathered from the river banks, was much
used. As spring advanced, hurcdreds of
women were to be seen digging in the ground
for roots of the dock-weed; and when the
young willows and eln trees flowered, they
were at once stripped to satisfy the cravings
of hunger.

It is our aim to earry them through until
the kowliang (millet) harvest ; before whien
time there can be little hope of relief.”

This sketch of the Manchurian famine,
dark as it is, is but a faint picture of the
world’s millions crying to us for the Bread
of Life.

WORK IN THE DEEPER DEPTHS.

The experience of 2 London city visitor
as recorded in Service for the King shows
the power truth to change the hardest
heart :

¢ Hearing that the master of 2 comwmnon
lodging-house one of the ¢ slums’ of our_ dis-
trict was ill, I went to see him, and thought
him looking very bad. He spoke, however,
in adefiant kind of way, saying that he
hoped 1o he well agnin soon; but when I
went a few days after he was unconscious and
: ppuvently dyiug. I repeated a few texts
by his bedside, and as I :aid ¢ Though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be a: white as
now,’ a look of inteliigence passed over his
face. The next day, I found him sensible,
and .e eagerly took my hanl and gave me a
warm welcome, saying that he had been so
troubled because he thought he had insulted
me. He had recognized my vuice the day
before, though he could not speak, and the
minister had since been to see him. He was
now quite happy, for his ‘ dirty sins were
washed in the blood of Jesus,” and he was
‘ready to meel his Marker.” He joined me
prayer, and thauxed God that though his
sius were as scarlet, they were now whiter
than snow.

“*The next time I saw him, he had a
large Bible lying on his chest. ‘But you
cannot read,’ I said. ¢ No,” he auswered,
‘but I like to hold the Bible, and my wife
can read to me a bit sometimes.” He was in
rapid consumption, and «ied 10 a few weeks.
He always said it was the drink that killed
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him. ‘T have lived in darkness all my life,
but now I have God in my heart.”

“One of the many foreigners, who have
visited our Mission this winter, has recently
found b= “aciowr, He ir a youngman of
twenty-six, o Kalfl'r froin South Atrica, em-
ployed av the Cape, as translator of Dutch
and Kaffir into English at the police stations.
His parents are Christiang, and he 1an away
because he conld not bear their talking to
him about his soul ! Heariog that London
wasa very wicked place, he thought he
should not be troubled with anything of the
sort here ; but strongely enough he was
brought to our Sunday Bible Class one after-
noou. We had Sankey's hymn, ¢ When
peace like a river,” with the chorus, ¢ It is
well, it is well with my soul;’and I asked
those who could not truthfully sing * J/t ix
we'l’ to ask themselves the question ‘Is it
well 7 This scems to have biought convie-
tion t> the young African’s heart, arrd he
could not get rid of the thought of not being
able to say - It is well.’

“ His conmviction of sin seemed very real,
but he soon found Him by Who.e stripes
we are healed ;5 and the charge was apparent
even in his black face, which just seemed to
shire! Those who lived with him blore
testinony to his consistent life, and he be
came a regular attendant not only at the
Sundas Jass but at the Saturday evening
prayer meeting.  There he publicy thanked
the Lord for what e had done for him, aud

mora than once pomed his heart in prayer !

in 1 ig own tongue ; for though he speaks and
writes English weil, a toreign language does
not seewm to furnish words suflicient to ex
preas his feelimgs  In a letter written to
aonounce his sudden departure for China,
and his intcuti o then to return to hisown
country, he :.dds, * Tf I do not see you again
on earty, T kuow that throagh the mercy of
he Lord we shall meet again U wish you
God spred wh r ver you po.
my best with:s to the ather young lady.
also to the members of oaur, Bible Clase, and
ask them t> pray for me.... [shall never
forget that blessed Sunday in the Bible
Class.... It is well, itis well with my soul.”

¢ Another youn: man, who wasin the
habit of keeping his shop open un Sunday,
was invited to the class by one of the Ch:is-
tian men, who tried hard to persuade him
to close his shop.  Another offerel to pay
him the amount of his Sunday profits for
six weehs if he woald zive up trading on
the Loud’s day and ateml the ciass. The
result was that he closed and came, aud a
arge card i3 now dizp'ayed in his window
with the words, * No business done on Sun-
days*

“Qune of the members has been called to

Kindly give

| his heavenly rest. He was a very energetit
worker, and so earnestin trying to bring
others to the class that he went among them
Ly the name of * the recruiting sergeant.’

“ He left a bright testimony during his
brief illness, «f periect trust in the Saviour,
and the joy of going Home. A night orso
before he died, he asked some friends who
were sitting up with him to sing * Safe in
the arms of Jesus ;” and when they hesitated,
overcome with em«tion, ke stirted it him-
self and sang it through, hisvoice ringing
clear above the others to the end.”— Loadon
City Visitor.

A BELGIAN SYNOD,

The Synod of this church assembl:d in
July, at Liege. It was reported thut 500
new members had been enrolled during the

5N

past year, which made a net gnin of 421.
\When one considers that the whole church
! Las only 22 pastorsin active : arvice, it will
be acknowledgea that these figures indicate
marvellous success. In fact the church is
hampered by its prosperity. On all hand
there 2re open doors, but means are wanting
to pro\'idc men to enter on the gmowing
Now pastors are wanted at Noamur,
At
one of these towns all the people have turn-
e their backs upen Rowme, the Popish church
is deserted, the priest<’ house is uni.ahabited,
while the hastily built evangelical church is
crowded every Sabbath, But the Synoa
cannot employ any more workers without
additivnal help from outside sources. Al-
{ ready its balance sheet shows a deficit of
"aver £800, and its total membership only
amonuts to 4,667 adults and 2,977 children.
We hear a great ceal about the difficulty
cof getting awecess to Romun Catholics in our
i own country. There can ke no doubt of
i there being ample opportunities of :eaching
i them in Belgium.  Fow will our readers
yrespoud to the appeal of the brave Iittle
' missionary church in that land as it cries,
bed Will the Lord rvefuse us the means” of
holding the ground we have gaived and ad-
vancing to other posts that may be occupied?
| Three of the pastors are laid aside through
* overy wx ; and a fcurth, M. Plomp, of Ghent,
died dJduring the meeting of the Synod. At
his funeral one speaker trulv said, ¢ He has
fallen like a hero on th2 battlefield.” His
: premature death at the age of 40, threw
! quite a glonn over what wonld otherwise
have been a joyous meeting.—Jissionary
\ Herald.

waork.
! at Paifve, at Charleroi, and at Calbecy.
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A COMING QUESTIUN.

Happily for the present the question of
public schools is settled in the maritime
provinces, batin other provinces the stinggle
is going on and so soon as itcan be done with
any chance of suceess the elfart will be made
to secure separate schools in our nidsg,

The same question is likely to be forced to
the front in vhe United States and in the
same wav.  The PhiladiIphicc Proshyterian
speaks of it as follows :—

Sooner or later the school question will as-
sume o political aspreet.  Already the signs
point that way. Politicians will try to post-
pone its consuteration as long as possible,
and many Protestants will shut their ¢yes to
its rising importance, but Romanism 1s de-
termined to force it to the front.  When the
time is ripe for decided action she will, to
the surprise of the heedless and to the con-
fusion of the time serving, show her hand.
She secks now by strategy to blind and
hoodwink where policy so dictates, and Ly
agitation to prepare the way for the enforce-
ment by the ballot of her claims for elducat
ional suppore and the overthrow of the pub-
lic schoul system.

Occasionally her journa's give us an ink-
ling of whutshe proposes w effect as soon
as po-sible. Among the more autspoken is
the Catholic Review. In a lave number
that journal thus explicitly sets forth the
programme of the Romish priesthood and its
adherents : “The right of the State 1o foist
upon citizens » schoosl system, without con-
sulting their religious convictious on the one
hand, and their right as citizens on the other
is one that muast be rvejected totally Its
assumption «f the right to tax a powerial
minoiity to support & rchool systean whick
iv will nnt uce must be resisted. No tax-
ation without representation.
will not have the public schools; therefore
the state inust allow them their own system;
and the day must cwmne when parochial
schonl shali draw its suppo.t entirely fiom
the State.”

This bas crtainly has the merit of frank-
ness and clearvess. The issue 1 openly and
unmistakablyraised. Al disguise is thrown
aside, and the people are told what they
may expect. -

Here we arve assured of the determination
of Roman Catholics o wage a resolute war-
fare upon the public schoel system., ** The
right of the Sta.e to mointain it is ¢ reject-
ed tutally,™ because against ¢ their religious
convictiuns on the one hand and their nights

ag citizens on the other.™ Tne same cry is-

heard from their pulpits, in their platform
addresse’, and iu their conversations, as
well as in their press. For years the priests

Catholics |
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have been educating the peopls to regard
our school system as an injustice, an iniqu-
ity, a ecrime.  And in places they are giving
practical demonstration of thew opposition
to it,  This is but the begmning ; the battle
will be upon us in dead earnest by-and by.
Rome ¢ bide her time i general and com-
bined action, but she does not abanaon the
prosecution of her ends. She has entered
upon a crasade agamst the public school,
and she will carry 1t on with persistence to
the bitter end. ”

LITERARY TIPPLING : A WORD TO
CGIRLS.

The man who tipp'es may be seen frequent.
ly dipping bis can in the beer barrel and
drinking, not because he is thirsty,—for
then he would take a good a good draught
and be done with it--hut because he likes
ithe sensational excitement of the beer.
Some years ugo he uced to drink hecause he
was thirsty, but, after a while, the sensation
got hold of him, and, cobra-like it coiled
1tself around him, and now he caunot get rid
of it. A few years hence he will, probably,
be a sot, with brain and uerve unfitted for
the functions of life. “That there are men
who tipple needs no proof. Some women,
too, tipple, in secret, in varions ways.

Bug, pissing from these, I mean now to
accuse many women, and even young girls,
of literry tippling. These girls have not
been ‘trained at an early age 1o find employ-
ment and satisfuction in household daties
and in doing goud to others, although it is
known that the daily practice of such duties
brings health aud happiness a~ad the life-long
charm of a sweet and contented mind. Find-
{ ing no simple pleasure at home, they learn
| to long tor a sensation. and so gad about
from day to day amuong strange faces and
are seldom at nome ; or thiey frequent the
cirenlating library, hotrow in suceession all
its novels, nor for instruction, but for the
mere excitement to be haild in reading them
aud end by becoming book sots—out and-out
tipplers—to whom the atrongest lilerary
beer is acceptable : sueh a book as Emile
Zola’s ** Pot Bumlli,” a buok which fully
justifies its title, for it is a scething pot of
corruption, were nuchastity and unfaithful-
1 ness among bith the married and unmarried
{ are treated as mere mercantile transactions,
jond yet I have seen a young girl calmly
y drinking in this peison. \What can we ex-
{ pect of girls, when they have become women,
if their minds have been instructed and
formed by the sen:ational novel. If I were
2 young man, I would not take one of these
as a gift, even though she had on her back a
bag of gold. labelled £10,000. She would
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be aear at any price, for she could not make :
home huppy. To he: the realities of lite,
when they come, are itksome. She flics
from her homa ard her chiidren to every
new sengation 1 the city, I her huthand
is weary after the doy’s Lusiness and will
not go, she goes alone to the dance, and en-
joys thix tipple all thraugh the n ght.  Next
aay she ig exhausted, irmtable, and snappish,
for she is sufliering a recovery.  In this state
a person is very apt to run te the material
stimulant for relief, and to like it ; and so,
lives and lomes becme  dark  indeed.
which  were begun under fawr weather
and favouring skies. When other and
grosser forms of excitement are not to hand,
the girl, whom f sawa few years before
curled up, all day long, in a large, ecasy
chaw, devouring the contents of a~ yellew.
back, now, asa wife and muther. yields to
the ofd craving, still frequents the libravy
beer berrel, and draws frem it a deceitfu'
kind of pleasure. Sunday isa high day for
this ; aud, ere long, the Day of itest is turn-
ed into a day. of excitement both for Lody
and mind.  And so the flame of lfe, fed tuo
strongly, burus fast Zway, nervous cnergy
fails, and what might bave been a sweet,
and vigorous old age hecomes nothing but
the flickering of a rush-light v hich any puff
* of wind may blow out.

In this article I have specially addressed
myself to givls, for totheir sensitive, nervous
organisation the evil cffectsof this kind of
tippling are specially hurtful, just as tobae-
co-smoking is to young boys. These evil
effects are nut imaginary, for I have seen in- .
stances l-ad to lamentable consequences.
Our medical men could give abundant evi-
deuce in this direction. Whenever I secea
young hoy with a pipe in his mouth, it
would please me mach to have it knocked |
out ; so, if I seea young girl intent on read
ing a trashy movel, 1 waould cheertully ;
snatch it from her and toss it cn the hack of |
the tire. 1 do not profess. 10 he o total ab- 1
stamer in the matter of novelreading ;- |
deed, withmn the last two ycars, 1 haveread :
more novels than m the whole of my previ- ¢

ous life, but I have dene su because I have }
wished 1o be able to form my own opinion of §
them. Forthis reason I have read all eorts |
that came in my way, and have observed !
what style of novel 18 mest favoured, 1
thercfare write these hmes as a caution tol
those concerned, and specially to the young, |
lest a habit should he firmed which may ;
mar the whole of an otherwise fair life, I

Iike pood stories, and would recommend

Sentt’s, Thackeray's, Geo.
Edua Lyall’s and a few others, to be used by
the young for refreshment accasionally ; but
let them avoid all vicious, exaggerated, and
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Alacdonald’s, |

trashy novels asa poison, pleasant to the
taste, Lut trcacherously deadiy in its vffects,
Far better for them to leurn tu love the em-
ployments and enjoyments of home thau to
scek pleaswie in the depthsof the literary
beer banel.—F. J. in the Auwstralian Pres-
byterian.

WHAT 'HEY PRAYED FOR.

One Sunday afternoon we sat down at the
Lord’s table in a greateity church. There were
none present but the regu ar communicants,
and yet the building was packed to the door.
After a most dehghtful hour of meditation
and holy iutercourse with the Savieur, the
pastor arose and addressed us after this mans
ver: *‘“David has exhorted us * taste and
see that the Lord is good." We have to-day
found Him precious unto our sounls. 1o we
not long that our fricuds should also know
this jey ? Let us now have a season of si
lent prayer, and let cach communicant think
of one unconverted friend and make a speci-
al plea for his salvation. Is not the Master
himself present with us to-day and O so
ready to hear and bless us? And His ques.
tion now to each communicant is ¢ What is
thy petition ?”

Theun the great congregation bowed aad
all waas still, so still that each scemed to be
alone. How interesting to have listened to
some of thoge petitions! We knew intim.
ately a number of the worshippers, and
could almost guess for whom each would na.
turally pray.

Mr. A———must have pled for the son he
dedicated to the ministry the morning he
was borp, who was new nearing the end of
his cullege course, but still out of the fold of
Christ, that he might yet decide for Jesus,
and consecrate his high talents tc the Lord’s

| special service.

Miss B———surely prayed for her wordly,
indifferent mother, who hard'y ever cametd
church, and whose highest ambition was to
be a leader in society

Poor M. O ——withant “ouht remem-
bered her drunken husband, who lost his
place last week after beiug repeatedly warn-
ed that the vext time he was found irtoxi-
cated he would be diecharged.

Miss D———most. certainly prayed for
her young brother now away at school, and
who is, according to private reports, asso-
ciating with a wild set of students, and
spending his eveningsm all kinds of ques-
tionable smusements.

Young Charlie E of course sent up
a petivion for his father, who is at times
so kind and geverous at home, and yet so
shockingly profane when things do not
suit him at the place of husiness.
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digsl son now wandering from place to
place in the far West, who not only re

fuses to come home, but will not even, water ina dry place, ard na the sh

write wheve he is or what he is doing.

Miss G for the lover of many years
whom she felt obiiged to reject because of
his bad
promised to reform over and over, yet al-
ways tuiled to keep his word.

Mrs. H-——for her youngest daughter,
now facinated by the glitter and whirl of
fasRonable life, who scemed at one time on
the point of deciding for Chuist, but now so
eold and thoughtless abous all religious
duties, .

So the incense of prayer arose from every
side. Teachers cried to God fur scholars ;
husbands for wives; boys for chums; girls
for schoolmates; and Christian emplovees for
worldly employers. O what pleading was
there ! As the commuuicauts lifted their
faces there were still traces of the struggle
upon their earnest tear stained faces; but
what gracious answers will be recorded in
heaven for the prayers that ascended frowm
that holy communion table ! /1. 1. H. in
New York Evangelist,

AN BARNEST PLEA.

“ Pray for us!” is the cry of all missio-
aries who are facing heathenism.  So uniform
is this request that it may seem to have
logt its force, Mr. Wiachester, of North
China, gives some of the reasons why this
request should be heeded: *“May I be
pernitted to bring this matter of prayer-—
humble supplication from honest, ferveut
hearts on hehalf of the warkers abroad—be
fore ths churches at home? In the midst
of a Sabbathless, idolatrons, superstitious
people, -is it any marvel if the ethereal edge
of Christian life should lose its temper and
keenness when deprivéd of all the aids and
incentives of faith, fervency, and conrige
which the communion and iutercourse of
saints in the home-lands afford?  There is
a popular wisconception, widely spread,
which regards the missionary as one who, as
well by his isolation as by his self renunci-
ation. is far removed from the temptations
which commouly beset the pithway of the
ordinary Cirristiau at home. If he is, it is
only to be subjected to others at least equal
Iy strong and perh ps more deceptive. The
great Temptation was in the depths of the
wilderness.  T'aere are peculiar trials to
which tho foreign wmissionary is exposed,
which surely call tor the earnest petition of
our breshren at home. I believe, on the
otner hand, that the average missionary is

--agsuredly cried for his pro- ' above the average in

?

habits; a brilliant fellow who

i

o —

would be the joyiul testimo .
that Jesus is to them verily o¥

great ruck ina weary land,”  Workers g
work truly need yours prayers.” (Z2'he
Misstonee: y Herald')

TESTIMONY  TO  MIS-
SIONS,

Bane Kesuon ChueNnir Sex, not a Chvis-
tian, but a Hinduo retormer, in a lc‘cbm'o,
said s—

¢TIt is not the Butish army, I s y again, .
that deserves uny eredit for holding Iudia.
If unto any avmy appertatug the nonour of
holding India for Bugland, that army is the
army of Christian missionaries, headed by
their invincible Captain, Jesus Cheist,  Their
devotion, their scli-abnegation, their philan-
throphy. their love of God. thew attachinent
and allegiance to the truth- -all these hLave
found, and will contine to find, a deep place.
in the gratituds of our conntrymen.  There-
fore, it is needless, perfectly superfluous, for
me to bestow any culogium upon such tried
friends= and henetactors of our country. They
have brougzht unto uws Christ.  They have
given us the high code of Christian ethics,
and their teachings and examples lave
secretly influenced and won thousands of
non Christinn Hindovs, Let Bugland kuow
that- thanks to the noble band of Christ’s
ambassadors sent by her—she has aliendy
suceeeled in planting His bauners in the
hesrt «f the nation. God’s blessing and
India’s gratitude will, thervefore, ever belong
to such meon as these--men of character, of
srath—men who in many instances, have
been fonnd ready to sacrifics even their,
lives for the suke of bearing witness unto
the truth.”

A HINDDOS

Not half enough can ever be said of *he im.
portance of every one’s giving something to
the ciuse of Christ.  The smallest child can
save part of its pennies as sonn asit can lisp
the name of Jesus, And, by the way,. if
children were taught to give a portion of
their little store, we would not have so many
grown-up shitkers in the church, It iswmy
beiief thas erery Christinn, who is thorougly
in earnest, canuot fail to give to give ofghis
earnings to Him whou created all things.
Let us think-6f all thix, fellow Christians,
and examine ourselves. Are we working in
the cause of Christ, or are weecasting stumbl-
ing blocks m the way of others? If the
latter, the quicker we are out of the Church
the better for it and for ourselves, —Christ-
ian Observer.
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TATING.”
fact that much of the
g nearly all of the intemper-
o present day is due to the Ameri-
Whabit of * treating.” Tho young man

W'wno smokes or drinks is feemingly not sat

isfied unles he can induce his companion to
do likewise; and so it follows that not only
does a man drink or smoke two or three
ti'nes more than he would if alone, but
many perseus who lack the moral covrage to
say no, are led into places whete they would
not go ifleft to themselves. 1t isa repre-
hensible habit, as well as a {foolish one, as
veu may show by telling the followingtrue
story.

Mr. Perry was a Southern gentleman, ex
ceedingly polite and also a very temperate
man. One day le made an acquaintance,
who called out :—

¢ Hello, Perry ! I wus ju:t going in to get
a drink. Come in and take s.mething ™

“Thank you,™ said Perry ; ¢ I don't care
for auything.”

¢ Bui,” presiated the other, ¢ come in and
talke something just for socinkility’s sake.

+¢ T want to be sociable,” answered Perry

‘I am anxivus to be sociable, but T can’t
driule with you.”

¢ Al right.” growled the friend. *“ If you
won't b socialle, 1'll go without drinking.”
The two men walked silently slog fora
minute or two, the sociable man in a state a
great irritation until Penry suddenly halted
in frout of a drug atore,

I am not feeling very well to-day.” said
he, with a pleasant smile, ** and I thiuk T
0 in here and got o dose of castor-vil.  Will
you join we 7"

 What, " exelaimed the other, “*In a
dose of castor-oil *” »

“ Yes; I'll pay for it,”

* I hem !” cried the sociable man with a
very wry face, ** I hate the stuff!”

¢« But I want you take o glass of oil with
me just to be sociable, you know.”

I won't do it !”

“* Indeed ! My friend,” said Perry, arave.
1y, ¢ your sociable whiskey is just as dis-
tasteful to me as mv sociable oildix fo you,
Don’t you think I have as wmunch veason to be
offended with you as yeu have with me ¥”

The sociable man saw the point, and it
would ha money. health, and morals if the
lesson conld be fivmly iniplanted in the mind
of every young man in the land.—Sderted,
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) ated than conversatiun.
| ed with the spirit of love.

HOMI CONVERSATION,

Nothing in the howe life needs to be more
carefully watched and more diligently cultiv-
1t should be imbu.

N Dbitter word
should ever be spuben. Tae language of
husband ar @ wife, in their intercourse to-
gether, should always Le tender. Anger in
word, ar even in tone, should never be suf-
fered.  Chiding and fauit-finding should

never be permitted to mar the racredness of
theic speech. The warmth and tenderness
of their hearts should flow out in every
word they speak to eachother, As parents,
tao, in their intercourse with the children,
they should never speak save in tones of
Christlike gentleness, It is a'fatal mistake
to suppuse that children’s lives can grow up
in beauty in an atmosphere of strife. Harsh,
angry words are, to their semsitive soul,
what frostsare to flawers, I'o bring them

up as would Christ himself ; and surely that

would be with infinite tenderness. The bless-
ed influence of loving speecli, day after day
aud month after month, it is impossible to es-
timate. It ja like the falling of warm spring
rain un the gurden.  Beauty add sweetness
of character are likely to cetne from such a
home, Bnt home conversation needs mote
than love to give it its influence. It ought
to be enriched Ly thought. The Saviout’s
warning against idle words should he re-
membered. Every wise hearted parert will
seek to train his bousehold t+ converse on
subjects that will yield instruction or tend
toward retinement, The tuble affords an

excellent oppurtanity for this kind of edus
* * Tsisa plnce for cheerful.
uess.  Simply on hygienic groonds, meals *

catim,

should nut be eaten in silence. - Bright,
chees ful conversation is an excellent sauce
and a prime aid to digestion.  1f it prolengs
the meal, and thusappears to take too much
time out of the busy day. it will add to the
years, m the end, by increased healthfulness
and b ngthened life. In any case, however,
somethiug is dys to refinement, and still
wore 1s due to the calture of one’s home
life. ‘The table should be the centre of the
social life of the household.
should appear at their best. Gloomn shounld
be hanished ; conversation should be light
and sparkling. It sheuld cousist of some-
thing besides dall, -threadbare - cuminon-
places, The idle gossip of the street is not
a waorthy theme for such hallowed moments.
Nel.

There all’
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