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The Synod of the Tnited Presbyterian
Church met at Edinburgh on the 6th May
last, and continued its sittings till the af-
l'ternooa of Tuesday the 14th. The Ses-
sion was remarkably harmonious and de-

“cminently a season of refreshing and re-
viving.” As many of our readers are
particularly interested in its proceedings,
and will have no opportunity of hecoming
acquainted with them otherwise than
through the columns of the Register, we
shall give a summary of those portions of]
the business which are of most general
interest. :
CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.

The Rev. Frederick Monod, deputed
by the union of Evangelical Churches in
France; Rev. Dr. Pennington (colored)
of the Presbyterian Chutch New York;
the Rev. Hugh Geldie, Missionary to Ca-
labar and the Rev. William Me Calloch,
of the Synod of Nova Scotia were admit-
ted 1o sit as corresponding members.

GENERAL STATISTICS.

Dr. Peddie gave in the report on_genc-
ral statistics. It states that in the United
Presbyterian Church there are 28 presby-
teries, including 503 congregations.—
From 26 preshyteries the returns made
are very considerable—one presbytery on-
1y having made no return. Of the 503
congregations of the body, there are 364
which have made returns, leaving 139 de-
faulters. It is remarked that the list of
defaulters includes some of the wealthiest
congregations in the body, while weak
and s;};fgling congregations have been
most ready in complying with the Synod’s
order. -The returns received give the fol-
lowing results in the abstract:—

““The returns of membership from 364
congregations are 102,560, making an
average of full 280 members in every con-
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UNITED PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD age of membership throughout the body,

it will give 149,810 o5 the membership of
the whole 503 congregations. But as'we
have already stated that some of the larg-
est congregations have not reported, and
all the smallest, without exception, have
reported, the average must in all fairness
be estimated higher than-280. We may
therefore, very safely reckon the mem-
bership of the United Presbyterian Church
tohe upwards of 150,000.

Tt will, of course, be understood that
though 364 congregations have sent in re-
turns, many of these returns individually
are not complete; on the contrary, some of
them are very incomplete. us only
328 have reported accessions to theit mem-
bership during the last year, which amount
to 9051, giving an average of 29 .to each,
say therefore, 15,000 for the whole 50
congregations of the body ; 313 congrega-
tions have repoited removals by death and
othewise, which amount 67H. They
average 21, but the average is in some
preshyteries much larger than in others;
for example, in the presbytery of Kelso it
stands so high as 45; in Edinburgh 40;
Berwick 39; Dunfermline 30 ; Glaspow
98; Buchan8; Lancashire 7; Carlisle and
Elgin 5 each.  Say.that, upon the aver-
age of 21 removes to each of the 503 con-
gregations. of the body, these have antount-
ed in all to 10,000; this taken from the
estimated 15,000 of dccessions, leaves a
positive gain of 5000 to the whole church
during the year.

331 congregations have reported their
average attendance, which amounts to 114
569,—the average to these congregations
being thus 347 .nearly, will give for.the
whole congregations of the body an aver-
age attendance of 180,000. What may he
the number of .souls en{oyiggethe Jneans ¢
grace, in a greater or less degree, in con-
nection with the church, we have not at
present the means of caleulating. Butwe
should imagine that it must be dounble the
average attendence, or say, from 350,000,
t0 400,000.

Under the second head of the schedule

gregation.  Assuming this to be an aver-

333 congregations have reported the sums
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drawn by means of scat-rents, to he £29,
224,14s,8d., the average of which to each
congregation is .L87, 16s..1d.; to cach
member is 6s.'3d., to adherents 5s.

343 congregations have reported their
ordinary collections to e £26,616,3s,1d.
the average to cach being thus £77,11s-

165 report subscriptions to the amount!
of £10,252, 17s,7d., the average 1o cach
£62,92s,90.

143 report income from other sourees at
£3885, 15s.1d., the average of which is
£90,3s,7d.

352 congregations report thut they have
expended in ministers’ stipend .£38, 10s.
3d., this is exclusive of supplement from
the Homne Mission Fund of £2200, and;
gives an avevage of L117.  But it in-
cludes a few cases of collegiate charges,!
and preachers’ stipend in vacant congrega-'
tions, which would thercfore go to reduee
the average.  C'onsidering however, on!
the other hand that some of the largest
congregations have not reported, and con-
sequently some of the largest stipends have
not been included, this eircumstance is
probably more than an cquivalent, so that
the average stipend throughout the body
must reasonably be estimated somewhat
higher, say £120.

160 report as expended on sacramental
expenses to the members, L1271, 14s.,
being an average to cach of L7, 19s.
nearly.

208 report interest of debt as amounting
to £4621,13s,6d., being an average of
£922,45,8d.

300 report general and ineidental expen-
ses, such as precentors, and officers, sala-
ries, cleaning, repairs &e. £9034, 19s,1d
the average of which is £30, 2s,3d.

98 report debt liquidated during the year!
to the amount of L9171, Y7s,1d, the wver!
age of which is £97 nearly.

190 report the yearly value of manses
£3569, 5s,4d., average L 19 nearly.

28 report they have no debt.

225 report that they have debt to the
extent of £108,346,1s,10d., giving an
average of L4181, 10s,9d. Supposing that
28 more congregations are without debt,
the debt of the whole church myy be £120,
000. o

Under the third head, 343 congregations
report that they have “in all 518 Sabbath
schools, 4542 Sabbath-school teachars, and
an attendence of 38,569.

263 congregutions report 507 advanced
classes taught by ministers and elders.

tappealed to the Synod for a grunt on he-

53 congregations report 82 new schools.

Under the fourth head, 345 congregn-
tions report C8421,8s,2d., as given to the
missions of the United DPresbyteriun
Church.

50 report £1509, 6s.10d, given 1o «ity
and town missions; 139, L£1467, 3s,8d. to
other missions ; 182, £2742,2s.,5d., us
given to the poor; 231, £4212,3s.,0Ll. 10
other benevolent purposes.

Under the fifth head, 279 libraries are
reported, inclading $6,850 volumes.

215 monihly prayer meetings, attended
by 14,575 persons.

228 congregat
cr mectings.

CHURCH IN NOVA-SCOTIA.
On Wednesday, May &h. the Rev. Wil

ions report 730 other pray- |

liam MeCulloch, deputy fion the Syvad
of the Presbyterian Churelvot Nova Scotiz
addressed the Synod at great length on the ;

present state and prospeets of that church,
especially with regaml to the means of
educating a native ministry.

On otion of the Rev. James Robertson
of Portshurgh, sceonded by the Rev. Br.
Patterson of Kirkwall, it was resolved that
the Synod, much interested by the state-
ment of Mr. McCulloch, agree to return
their thanks te him for the information he
had communicated witk regard to the pre-
sent state and prospecis of the Preshyte-
rian Chureh of Nova Scotia, express their
corldial sympathy with the object at pre-
sent sought to be carried out namely,
raising up a well educated native gespel
mizistry, and commond this object 1o the
liberality of the members and congrega-
tions of the Church.

On the following day Mr. Robertson

half of the object of Mr. McCulloch’s mis-
sion. On motion it wasremitted to the
Alission board to make a grant toMr. Me
Culloch for the Academy in Nova Scotia,
of not less than £100.

On the last day of the meeting of Synod
Alr. MeCulloch thanked the Synod for the
kind manner in which it had used its in-
fluence in furtherance of his mission to
this country, in oblaining assistance fo:y3
the crection and endowment of a Theolo-
gical Seminwy in Nova Scotia,

MISSIONARY MEETING.
01 Wed esday evening the annual Mis-
sionary meeting was held. The Rev. A.
Somerville read an abstract of the Report
of the Mission board for the past year.—
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“The following is a condensed view of the
: Missions_of the Church, and’ their opera-
"tions for the past year.
HOME MISSIONS.,

Ninety-two congregations have, during
ithe vear, teceived assistance f{rom the
fund from supplimenting  stipends, and
‘twenty—one  congregations and stations
"have had grants voted to them, making in
‘all one hundred and thirteen congregations
and stations depeadent to a certain degrec
upon the home mission fund. It appears
that the accessions made to the member-
ship of these congregations during the
year amount to upwards of 1000, and that
the actual gain or increase of numerical
strength is about 460. The sum which
has been expended on home operations is
£3613. The returns obtained from eighty
seven supplemented congregations show
that they have a membership of 9492, an
average attendance of 12,430 ; that they
raised last year for ordinary purposes
£6558, 15s,8d. ; for missions, L3587, 8s.
11d.; and benevolent objects, £130, 13s.
4d. ;—in all £7276, 19s.11d., being an
average yearly contribution for each mem-
ber of 15s.4d

FORFIGN MISSIONS. - )

Canapa.~—We have now in Canada
thirty-seven ordained ministers and three
preachers.  Five have been ordained du-
ring the year, namely, Messrs Duff, Logie
and Ewing, who went from this country;
and Messrs Christie and Ormiston, who
were licensed in Cunada. The communi-
cations that have been received from that
field evince that the iinisters are active
and zealous, that the mission is spreading
its jnfluence in the province, and that the
amount of success. realised continuces to be
encouraging.

Jastarca.—The mission in Jamaica con-
tains twenty—two congregations, which
have a membership of about 4600, and an
average attendanee on Sabbath of 7000.—
In August last the Rev. James Watson
was removed from the congregation of]
Lucea, and inducted into the active and
promising congregation of Kingston ; the
congregations of Mount Pleasant and Hill-
side, only a few miles apart, have been
united under the charge of the Rev. Mr.

'
!
!
b

|bul], Mount Zion, 2 man of very superior
i' qualifications, and whose labours promised
},tobe exceedingly successful, died of de-
| .

Main ; and Mr. H. B. Newhall, late of Old,ut Creck Town, and which will be the
_“alabar, has heen located at Mount Hozeb. |
it is with feclings of deep sorrow that we ship of God in that part of central Affica.

have to st te that the Rev. Weidter Turn-}May it indeed prove a Bethel—a house of

|

hy twe hundred children. of Loth sexes and6

cline on Saturday the 16th March. 'l‘hisH
death, much asit to be deplored, cannot
be ascribed to the influence of elimate, and
slwould not, for that reason, deepen the
alarm which recent breaches in that mis-
sion have caused.

It is with deep regret, also, that we
have to intimate that the health of the Rev
George Blyth, the fither of the Jamaica
Mission has been so shaken by the devoted
labours of twenty—-five years, as to make it
necessary for him to leave the island. He
has, in the favoring providence of Ciod,
reached town this week. and will” this
evening briefly address the meeting.

There arc at present six vacancies in the
mission, viz. Montego Bay, Lucea, Rose-
hill, Mount Olivet, Mount Zion, and
Hampden—all situated in beautiful locali-
ties, and presenting very desirable fields
of usefulness.

Trixmap.~In Trinidad therc are two
congregations, Port of Spain and Arouka.
The Rev. Mr. Kennedy, who has heen
for some time desirous of leaving that field,
resigned his charge in December last, and
the Rev. Mr. Brodie has, since his return
in December, assuimed the care of the con-
gregation in Port of Spain, and will also
give what attention he can to that of Ax-
ouka. Both congregutions are smail.

Oup Canasak.—In Old Calabar there
arc three stations, Creek Town, Duke
Town, and Old Town; and thc mission-
ary force includes ten Turopeans, five per-
sons of colour from Jamaica, a converted
native of Afiica, and a captain with ship’s
crew. ‘The mission ship, so generously
bought and equipped by the children of the
church, sailed from Liverpool on the Gth
June, reached Old Calabar on the 14th of
August, and was welcomed with joy by
all classes.

"Tle reyort speaks of the labours of the
missionaries under four aspeets.  The first
is the preaching of the gospel through the
aid of interpretess on the Lowd’s day, an
instrumentality Ly which much important
truth has beep brought before the minds
of mary. Under this particular itis stated
that @ neat church, made of galvanised
iron, has a few maonths age been sent out
from this country, which is to he put up

first house professedly erected for the wor-

Goad, the birthplace of multitudes cf souls!
The second is school instructicn. Near-
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of ali ranks, are attending our schools.—
They are learning English reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic, discover good abilities
and arc making gratifying progress. A
number of the elder boys are now able to
read the Bible. These schools are’ an
agency of immense value.

The third is the acquisition of the Cala-
bar or Efik iunguage.  Mr. Waddell got
printed, when he was home, a pretty large!
vocabulary, and since his return he has|
made attempts at translation, in reference
to which King Eyo has said, ‘he that does
not know that, does not understand Cala-
bar.”  Mr. Goldie, who bestowed much
attention on the language, hs made scye-
ral little hooks, the chief of which are a
i small catechism in English and Efik, a
' hook containing 2 selection of texts, de-
signed to illustrate the leading doetrines
of the gospel, printed also in English and
:i Bifik; and a geography in Efik, which has
just been printed by Messrs Fullerton, Mé
Nab and Co. of this town, and to which
these gentlemen have kindly contributed a
set of beautital maps. It is stated in the'
report, that the mission press at Calabar,,
wrou~ht by Mr. Edgerley, has thrown off
55,300 pages., !

The fourth is the obtaining of provisions,
a matter of some diffienlty and annoyance.!
The mis..on ship hus here been of great.
service, not only in promcting the heahhi
of our esteemed agents, but in getting
from other markets supplies of food. Af-
ter adverting to the superstitions of the
penple, as presenting a mighty obstacle to
the success of the gospel, the gratitude
due to God that ro. hreach has during the
year been made in the mission band, and to;
the importance of this mission as being
the door to nearly half a continent, the re-;
port thus sums up the tokens of good* that!
have appearcd.—“The missionaries have
!been at work scarcely four years, and al-}
Iready impressions have been produced,
which are distinetly visible. The Sabbath,

ar mome e e e ———— . & - s

is now generally observed at
work is by many suspended on that day,,

-and some have declared their willingness;
Ito suffer rather then to violate its saered

losiug their hold on the people;
'suggestion of Mr. Waddell, who cal
:!them to give « proof that the gospel had-

Creek Town;'
Iper 1o

rest. The emblems of superstition are,m.iSSio g O
for at the|tricts, and to report upon the facilities

led on|Which they present for missionary labour.

hopeful evidenee of @ change of heart, and
several young men meet regularly on Sab-
bath for pmgr and the reading of the
Scriptures. During the bicnmial ceremo-
nies for the expulsion of ghosts, which oc-
curred in the month of November last and
which were wont te eccupy the attentjon,
and to call forth the energies of all per-
sons, men, womer and children, several of)|
Mr. Waddell’s scholars not only abstained
from taking any part in them, but spoke
against them as foolish and absurd ; and
when Mr. Waddell went on Sabbath mor-
ning, ere the turmoil had ceased in the
town, to visit young Eyo, who was sick,
and who said that he had almost prayed to

od to make him so, as his heart wis not
now in these foolerics, he found several of
the hoys seated at the table in his room,
reading the Bible.

Carrraria.—In Caffraria there are
three stations. At Chumie there are an
ordained missionary, a fensle European
teacher, and seven native agents. During
the year thirteen converts have been bap-
tised; and at the dispensation ofthe Lord’s
Supper in Scptember last, there were nine-
ty-eight communicants. Igqibigha is va-
cant. There are here three uative teachers.
The little ehurch consists of twenty-four

ers. Three converts have lately
been added, with regard to whom, Mr.
Niven gives very intercsting notices.—
The third station is Uniondale, which Mr.
Niven has lately opened in the Amatole
Mountains, and which is said to command
equally population and great facilities for
agriculture.  The time of the missionary
has necesearily been much eccupied in
erecting suitable buildings. Fhe latest
accounts represent the numbers atlending
at this statjon, and the prospects of success
as very ineouraging. .'Fhe Rev. George
Brown has been busily engaged in itiner-
ating among the Caffres,and has not yet
fixed upon u station. The Mission Board
have to state that circumstances have oc-
curred in this missicn,which have led them
to the conclusion that it is dutiful and pre-
send out a commissioner from this
country, both to examine the state of the
n and to visit the surrounding dis-

Persia.—Mr. Glen has, during the

done them good, the Ekpongyong, the|winter, distributed at Tehran nearly 200
chief domestic idol which occupied the in-icopies of the Persian Bible. Betwzen
‘iner room in every housc, have been thrown,seven and eighit hundred copies of the en-
“into the river—eastaway as useless things.itire Word of God have been put into cir-;|
Young Eyo, the king's son. has given'culation in Persia, an amount of }E\'ing:g

\
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seed which, it is hoped, will yet furnish aland this deficiency had reduced the fund
glorious harvest.  Mr. Glen intends visit-lon hand from £861,16s. to £687, 38,11d.
ing the cities of Ispahan and Sheeraz inlhut it wus to be remembered, that during
Sonthern Persia ; and to prepare lim forthe preceding vear the receipts had. only
doing so, 150 copies of the Bible have amountedto £3029,3s,2d.; and a deficien-
heen sent out to Bushire, on the Persianley had that year arisen of £653, 11s,1d.,

Hope.  These Bibles have been taken out'in tru.h immproved to the extent of £109,
free of charge by Mr. Mector, a Scotch!13s,4d. In regard to the foreign fund, the

Gulf, by the wuy of the Cape of Good so that during this year the receipts had |

merchant, resident in Bagdad.

'H. Ritchie, Sydney, in connection with
sion fund.

gations, there are in our several foreign
fields ahout cighty European missionaries
ahd chatichists, with a considerable num-
ber of native teachiers and assistants, la-

Christ.

sand persons have last year been added to
our home and foreign missionary congre-
gations. That is, cousidering the wn-
speakable value of the soul, a result which
proves that our funds have been cheaply
and well-bestowed. Oh, surely that agen-
cy which has been the means of inducing
in one year, nearly two thousand persons
1o avow themselves to be on the Lord's
sirfz, is eminently deserving of the cordial
and the continucd support of all who de-

salvation of perishing men; for, even de-
ducting one halffor persons that may have

turning ofa thousand souls to Christ in one
year is an achicvement that shoald fill all
hearts with joy. Happy and honoured
are all those who, by their labours, their
prayers, and their contributions, have had
a share in tne good work. 1 conclude
this sketch with the aspiration—Let the
beauty oftine Lord our Ged be still more
upon us; and establish thou the work of]
our hands wpon us; yea, the work of our
hands establish thou it.

James Peddie, Zsq, the Synod's treasu-
rer, gave a view of the funds for the past
year. In regard to the home fund, the re-
ceipts from congregations, schools, lega-
cies, and individual donations, amounted
to £3438, 16s,6d, and the expenditure was

Ythere was a deficieney of €174, 11s,11d.,

£3613,85,5d., so that during the year

Avstraliv—In .Lustralia we have four,athounted to £10,619,4s.8d., of which
missionaries, the Rev. Messrs R. Drum- £8339, lﬁszzd; is for the general fore!gn
mond, Adelaide ; A. M. Rawsay, Mel-/fiund; £1265,75,11d. for the Calabar mis-
bourne ; T. 1. Richardson, Portiand ; and sion, and £1013, 17s,1d. for the Caffrarian

! our chureh, but fiot dependent on the mis-{t0 £11,728,98,2d., of which £8719, 14s,

“Thus, besides 120 aided home c(,,,gm-'.f:l‘?f).‘i, 5s,3d. to the Calabar mission, and

bouring zealously to promote the cause of; £189, 1737;1}]‘: and_on the Cuffrarian of
S 'Lt appears from the Teturns that| £239,128,7d., or £1108, 45,6d. in al).—
have been obtained, that nearly two thou-|

sire to se~ the divine glory advanced in the congregations and congregational societies

come from other churches, and for thosc:ﬂ*is year excecded those of last year by
whose professions are not sincere, the nearly £100. The whole contributionsto

recipts during the year from all sources

mission; while the expenditure amounts

2d. relates to the general foreign fund,

£1253,9s.8d. to the Caffrarian; and the
'result of the whole is a deficiency on the
'aeneral foreign department ¢f this fund of

‘£379, 118,7d., on the Calabar branch of

iWhile, however, these deficiencies are to
‘be regretted, it is gratifying to observe
that the receipts for the general foreign
branch exceeds those of 1848-49 by £838
15s,7d., and that the shortening of those
for the Calabar mission is chiefly tebe as-
cribed to the circumstance, that that mis-
sion during last year had the advantage of
a considerable amount (£400) contributed
at meevings held by Mr. Waddell when in
this country; and that, notwithstanding
the want of these, the contributiens from

(in which the greater amount of these
contributions were classed last year) have

'our mission funds this year have been
£14,058, 1s,2d. while the expenditure has
been £15,341, 17s,6d.

Before sitting down the treasurer read
a letter he had, before coming to the mcet-
ing, received from the Rev. David Tho-
mas, Mauchline, announcing that the re-
presentatives of the Jate James Stewart,
Esq. of Haughead had authorised his trus-
tees, amongst other payments to pay to the
schemes of the Synod the sum of £775 of
which £650 are for the mission funds.—
This sum will to 2 considerable extent
meetthe deficiency of the past year, and he
expressed a hope that the remainder would
speedily be made up by the influence which
this meeting will originate.

Addresses were then delivered by the

Rev. Dr. King of Glasgow, Mr. Blyth of
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| Jamaica, I*. Monod from Paris, Dr. Ar-
“cher of London, Mr. Goldie of Old Cala-
“har, Mr. Brown of Wislawtown, and Dr.
Peanington of New York. The addresses
were all excellent, but our liuited sp:x,ce,
will not admit even of cxtracts.

DEBT LIQUIDATING FUND.

!
|
i _ Mr. David Anderson, convener of the
‘Debt Liquidating Board, stated that the
procezds of the collection of May 1848, in
i behall of this fund, was £1,049, while the
| collection of 1850 had, up to this date, pro-
_duced only £760. Of that sum there was
tonly in the treasurer's hands £150, while
the Board were under obligasions to the
,amount of £600, and were accordingly at
| present in debt to the amount of £450.—
i Besides this, these were fifteen applications
jon the table, a number of which were very
urgent, and there were more applications
coming, for he had several requests for
; schedules for parties intending to apply to
the fund. It therefore appeared that, to
obtain a supply of funds necessary for the
working of this Board efficiently, annual
collections were not likely to serve the
purpose. Those who had the management
of the fund were placed in very disagreca-
ble circumstances, and they had little mo-
ney to give to the numerous applicants
' goming forward, and had just to exercise
the best of their judgement in giving a lit-
tle to the most urgent cases; but when ex-
pectations were excited and then disap-
pointed, it did the congregations far more
injury than if the application had never
been made. The only way they could
grapple with this evil, which was still an
evil notwithstanding the amount of debt
! paid off, was to make some extraordinary
‘effort by which they might have another
| £100,000 of debt cleared off, as they had
already cleared off a debt altogether of]
about £140,000. It was for the Synod to
say what it would do in raising the money,
but in hi$ opinion, another great and spe-
cial effort was the only mode by which
they could vigorously work out the object
of the Board.

Afier some discussion, the Synod agreed
to receive the report, return their cordial
thanks to the committee for their diligence
in the business entrusted to them, and ap-
pointed thet congregations, which had not
ialready collected for the fund, should im-
' mediately make a collection und rcrit it

SUPPORT OF AGED MINISTERS.

Mr. R.D. Duncan, Edinburgh, intro-
duced an overture {rom the presbytery of |,
Fdinburgh, that the Synod take into con-
sideration the duty of the church, as a
whole, making adequate provision for min-
isters incapacitated for officiating by age
and other causes, and t¢ adopt measurces to
securo this object.  Mr. R. D. Duncan,
also Mr. Duncan, W. 3., supported this
overture at some lengih, exhibiting the
clamant necessity of the case and the prac-
tical nature of the scheme proposed.  Afier
some discussion, in which Mr. Thomas
and Mr. Siiiclair took part, it was agreed
that the overtiire lie on the Synod’s table
till next meeting. !

WIDOWS AND FAMILIES OF MISSIONARIES.

The Mission Secretary called the atten-
tion of the Synod to a scheme submitted at
last meeting, to make provision for the
widows and families of mnissionarics of the
church in tropiccl climates.  The Synod ;
had then decided that there should be a se-
parate fund for this purpose, to which do-
nations and contributions should be invited
and a certain scale of rates was agrecd en
to which missionaries were to bo asked to
contribute, which sums would be supple-
mented from the mission fund. The Sy-
nod remitted this matter to the Mission
Board to consider it farther, take the advice
of practical men, and report to this meet-
ing. Repeated meetings had been held on
this subject, and a scheme drawn up and
unanimously approved of. The scheme
would commcnee on 1st June 1850.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH FOREIGK CHURCHES

Mr. A. Thompson presented the report
of the committee on correspondence with
foreian churches. The report detailed the
Instory of the recent evangelical secession
from the Protestant Established Church
in France, and related an account of the
visit by Dr. Struthers, Mr. Thompson,and
Mr. H}énderson of Park, as deputies of the
committee, on occasion of the formation of
the Evangelical Synod in August last.
Mr. Monod addressed the Synod at some
length, and was listened to with marked
interest and attention by a crowded meet-
ing. He gave an account of the origin of
the Tovangelical secession, the meeting at
Paris in August last, and the organization
of the Union formed on that occasion.—
“Qur constitution,” said he, ‘‘is not strict-
Iy presbyterian, but contains the essential

i to the treasurer.

elements of liberal presbyterianism. We |,

_——
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‘have a general Synod, a central fund, has done all he ean, but when that is
“a charch visitation, and a power vested'Jene, then the church is entitled to.;

iin the Synad to exelude any church ful-leome to other churehas,  Cur vhurch-!
Hling into heresy ar dhsorder. OQurcon-les are doing all they can, aad some
ystitaiion may he compared to the fede-linove thun they can. ™ We nre nota-Y
“ral bond of the Helvetic Union, or to shamed ot heing poor; the Lord Jesus,
, the confederation of the Unired S(atf's;lhimsolf and the apostolie churches
-there is w measure of individual liberty 'were poorer.  Our oljects thus are
" in each church, snd at the smme time althree-fold—first, the maintenance of |
link to hind us together in love andiound doctrine, second the miividual
faith.  Alter twelve days discussion,|profession of fuith by each memhber of -
an the Lst of Septewber this constitu-{the church, and third the distmenon”
“tion was ratfied with imueh prayer and hetween the chureh and the world, |,
“thanksgiving, much shedibing of tears,|  Ou the motion of Dr. Youny of Perth !
Vand with pesfect unanimity.  Siuce seconded by Dr. Beattie, the Synad
“that time twelve churchey have ather- gave thanks to the committee for their |
"ed to our union, and three are asking diligzence, ndopted their rveport, ang
admission, aud many more woald do so particulaly approved of thesr conducr
ij if they were pecuniarily in an indepen-'tn sendiug the deputation to Paris. Ity
1" dent position—the only obstacle to se- was agiced also to record the gratitica-
"veral churches joining us 13 mouey.— tion with which the Synod had listened
! Besides this, we have many other ex-io the statements of’ M, .Monml, to re- i
I' penses to meet; supplementary stipend turn cheir thanks for the information he |-
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!utud pluces of worship.

“titled to any help nntil every member
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE !

i We have much pleasure in announ-
]

cing the arrival of intelligence from our;
Missionaries, up to January 2nd 1830.|
‘T'he older journals seat by the ““John
, Willinms,” have also arrived. We
, publish jn this No. as large an amount
of this interesting matter as wecan find
space for. In addition to the letters
‘and journals, Mr. Geddie hassenta
“long and interesting account of Auneite-
um and the New Hebrides, accompan-
ied by a map of the island andl a sketch
of the wmission premises. “T'his will
probably appear in a future number.

|
}

Lerrer rroM Rev. Jony GEDDIE TO THE

Boarp or Foreiey Missioxs.
Island of Anciteum, New Hebrides
Group, South Pacific Occan—

{ December 25th, 1849.

Dear Brethren, '

T have just heard that a ves-
sel will leave this islund for Sydney in a
few days, and I hasten to prepare this letter

flissign.

to send by her. I have forwarded by the
“John Williams,”” which left here in Sep-
tember last, some communications to youn
which I trust will reach youere the receipt
of this, and which will apprise you of our
welfarc and progress up to that period.—
You will learn from them some important
changes which have taken place in this
mission,—the return of the Rev. Mr. Pow-
eil to Samoa, Mr. Archibald’s contempla-
ted departure, and the removal eof two
native teachers who are succeeded by two
others.

STATIONS OF NATIVE TEACHERS.

As soon as possible afier the departure
of the “John Williams™, I proceeded to
the settlement of the native teachers left in
my charge. I accompanied them to their
scveral stations and made such arrange-
ments with the chiefs about them as seem-
ed desirable. They all appear pleased
with their sphere of labor an§ T trust thet
by the divine blessing they may be enabled
to contribute their mite to the furtherance
of the Redeemer’s cause in this dark isle

1 to our ministers ; schools for the pre-’h:ul comumunicated, and earnestly to
" puration of’ younyg men for the ministry [recommend the case of the evangelical
We hold it anlchurches in France to the liberaluty of
‘a fundamentsl principle that each|the members and congregations of the
"church must do ull itcan, and is not en-jchurch.
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of the sea.  ‘The nwnes of the teachers
and their stations are as follows:—Pita, o
Sumoun, resides av this station ; Amosa, a
I Samoan, at Epege; Munumunw, o Samo-
” an, at Ancito; Peleasala, a Rurotongan, at
.- Annauntsehai ; Wuku, s Ravotongan, ut
iTmeteh. A small map of the island which
[ enclos in this letter, will give you some
. idea of the relative positions of fhwse sta-
,f!ions. T regret to add that sinee the sot-
! tlement of the teachers Peleasala and Ku-
1Heu have been lid aside from duty, by
attack of intermittent fever. 1 have rcmo-
ved one of them to thisstation and the other
lives in tire family of a brother teacher for
present.  The severity of their sick-
sy ness is over T think, and 1 cherish a hope
., that ere Jong they will be able to return to
.| the seenes of their labors.  The other teach-
j ers being acclimated, will in all probabilit
'L escape the disorders peeuliar to the island.
REMOVAL AND ILLNESS OF MR. ARCHIBALD.
Early in October, Mr. Avxchibald left
Epege and cane to this station, where ke
has continued ever since. Soon after his
removal here, he had a severe attack of dy-
sentry, and this was followed by ulcerated
sore throat.  Since his recovery he has
taken churge of our little school and assists
;1 2lso in the printing department.
SABBATII SERVICES.

Tn former letters T have informed you of
the backwardness of the natives to attend
our Sabbath services. A very sudden and
marked change for the better has taken
place. For the last three months our aver-
age attendance on the morning service has
heen from 43 to 50 and about half that
number in the evening. I still keep up the
practice of itinerating on the Sabbath day
and addressing the natives wherever I can
find them. _Jn this department of laber, I
am assisted by Pita, the Samoan teacher.
We usually go out in opposite directions,
and in the course of our jourr eyings we
come in contact with many natives who
from forgetfulness, indolence or prejudice
do not attend public worship. I trust that
the natives wifl erelong attend on the hcuse
of Gpd in such numbers as to warrant a
cessation from this part of duty, which, in
addition to other Sabbath day labor I find
to be very ojppressive in this debilitating
climate. :
FAMILY WORSHIP IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE.

Some months ago I commenced the prac-
tice of conducting family worship every
evening in my own house in the native lan-

e

"I the

M
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semble and unite with us as we present our
evening offerings to God at our domestie
altar.  Tam sure your hearts would be en-
couraged and cheered, could you but take
afook at our little cveamyr meetinga and
hear those who not long since were un-
mersed in the derkness of beathienism, ce-
lebrating the praises of the tue God in
their own tongue.
MALE SCHOOLs,

At thisstation we have a school for males
Our regular attenders do not exceed hatd a;
dozen, of this number two are promising .
boys whom I have taken into my own fa-:

mily with a view to cdueate them, in the!
hope, that at some futnre¥day they may be-!
comne teachers of others. “Our ‘elforts at!|
school-kceping have not hitherto been at-
tended with much success.  Parents, even|
if they were disposed to send their chiulrcxw
to us for instruction, have no authority over
them, for as soon as a child is able to run
about it considers ltself free from all pa-
rental restrnint,  And besides the volatile
disposition and fugitive habits of the na-|
tives arc most unfusourable to their im-|
provement, for when they do come to our
school they will not remain long enough!
to derive any benefit. Add to all this, it;
appears to the natives to be a very profit-,
less thing to learn to read and write.  The ',
general impression scems to be that we, |
and 1ot they are the gainers: and hence’
when we invite them to-stiend our school, |
they wili ask us what we intend to give'
them. T feel assured however that we will
succeed if we do but persevere. Qur re—E
gular schelars ave evidently becoming in- |
terested and hegin to evince an anxiety to!
progress.  If we can but suceeed with a'
few at first, then the force of example, the '
desire of lmowledge and a spirit of emula-
tion will induce them to learn. YLearnipg
however is slow work among a barbarous |
and heathen people. We dare not venture
beyond an hour daily with our natives lest i
we should exhaust their patience ; and to‘
exercise any restraint over them, would be |
to defeat our object—we endeavour to lead |
them on by gentleness and kindness. The |
boys’ school is chiefly under Mr. Archi-|
bald’s charge at present.
FEMALE SCHOOLS.

Siuce our arrival on the island, Mrs.
Geddie has atteupted the formation of a fe- !
male school. It has been broken up seve- |
ral times on account of non-attendance, .

and renewed again. The attendance for |

|
|
i

guage. From 10 to 15 natives usually.as-

some montas has been pretty regular, she |
I
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has about half-a~dozen who come daily for
Vinstruction and they are tanght to read and
SCW.

Besides these, there are no other schools
in operation ¢n the island at present. At
the station formerly occupied by Mr. Ar-
chibald, there is one Jad who can read a
little aud some others who with a little tui-
tion wonld soon be able to read algp. An
effort must be made to bring, them on lest

acquired.

YATIVE AGENCY.

Our native teachers I fear will never he
efficient auxiliaries in the work of schoo)
teaching. T'he structure and soundsof'the
! more Eastern dialects, differ so much from
the languzge spoken by this people, that it
is difficuit for them to acquire it. None
of the teachers are yes able to sound dis-
tinctly all the letters of our alphabet.
Qur R and Dand J are sounds unknown
in the Sammoan and some other of the
eastern dialects, and they fail sadly in
their attempts to express them. In the
Samoan and other dialects of the east also,
every consonant is followed by a vowel,
whereas this language abounds with double
consonants, and when our teachers inserta
vowel after cvery consonant, words often
become so much altered as scarcely to be
recognized. Of what value then are native
agents you may be ready to ask?! Much in-
deed, and their withdrawal would be a se-
vere loss to the work. Whereverthey are
located, there is an open door for the en-
trance of the gospel, and the missionary
finds a home with him during his visita-
tions ; nor arc we 10 suppose that their la-
bors for the good of souls will be in vain.
And if they arc deficient in some things,
yet if mep of the right spirit, they can do
much for the Redeemer's cauac by exhi-
biting a holy life in the eyes of the heathen.
This will always speak with a silent yet
powerful and resistless eloquence to the
heart, when the language of the lips fails
to convince. It has proved a powerful ar-
gument in favour of christianity in all ages

say the naleiakeni must be good hecause
your conduct is good.

PRINTING OF FLEMENTARY BOOKS.

But to return from this perhaps pardon-
able digression on native ageney ; I may
| inform you, that an elementary book has
i lately been issued from our mission press.
| The book number 12 pages, and abont 2000

|

{
|
|
|
|

they should lose what they have already|

andamong all people. Often do the natives!

ded much time and care on thislittle work,
and it has been subjected to so many revi-
sions of my native pmulits, that I hope no
material errors wili be found in it.  In this
little book T have inserted some thoughts
on the following subjects:—God, Jesus
Christ, the Holy Spirit, Angels, Adam
and Eve and the fall, Sin, Salvation hy
Jesus Christ alone, Death and Eternity.—
The printing of this little book has given a
fresh impulse to our «cholars and o]l are
anxiously pressing on, that they may soon
be able to read it.

TRAINING OF NATIVES.

; 1feel very anxious to bring forward a
fow of the hatives of this is and, in the
hope that they may at a future day become
lagents in the work; we must look to this
island for its own teachers—our little
school T regard as the nucleusof 2 future
institution for the training up of 2 native
agency. The work of education aud evan-
gelization =ze so closely allied that the lat~
ter will never go far in advance of the for-
mer. It must be borne in mind that there
is an enemy on the ground ; in these dark
lands the gospel will not probably contend
with heathenism alone, but with heathen-
ism and popery combined. The best, cnd
indecd the only effective weapon that can
be employed against these unholy systeme,
1is the word of God; no time therefre must
he lost in putting portions of the s:cred ve-
‘lume into the hands of tne natives, and
lteaching them to read them.

TRANSLATING INTO NATIVE LANGUAGES.
A Catechism and also detached por-
tions of seripture are in course of prepara-
tion for the press. Ishould hke if possi~
ble to have them printed, before Mr. Ar-
chibald leaves the mission, for the benefit
‘of his aid.  But this is work which gve
icannot hurry. The difficulties of transla-
'tion, espceially in a language which has
‘never before heen reduced to writing, are
known to those only who have experienced
them. New words must he continually
sought out, terms must be found to express ;
ideas altogether new, and native idioms]|,
imust be aequived. The study however is::
one of intense interest and delight; and
those are privileged indeed, whom God ;
permits to prepare the key, which shall un- i
tock the hidden treasures of divine truth,
which makes the soul rich to all eternity. .
GENERAL IMPRESSIONS. i

The foregoing sketch will give you
.some idea of the means, that are beingem- !

]

copies have been struck off. Ihave expen-!ployed for the good of these poor degraded |
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{islanders. It is my prayer to God, und
yours also I trust, that our humble efforts
may be crowned with abundant success.—
All around us is stilf darkness, and death,
yet 1 think that some faint"rays of light are
beginning to arise over the horizon of moral
darkness, in which this people have from
time immemorial been enveloped. T have
heard much about the incapacity, stupidity
and brutishness of these nations, and my
first impressions of them were not of the
most favourable kind, but T feel assured
now that they have minds to comprehend,
I and hearts to feel aswell asothers. Isome-
i times cherish a hope indeed that the Spirit
1 of God hus begun to breathe ‘on the dry
hones,and that the symptoms of animation
willas no distant period, appear in this re-
gion of death. O! it will be a happy day
when the fisst soul is born to Ged in this
durk isle. Itis nottoo much to look forward
with delightful anticipations to that day;
nay, we are wanting in faith if we do not
expe:t 1t, wanting in piety if we do not
pray for it, and wanting in duty if we do
nct use all exertion to hasten it on.
HOPEFUL NATIVES.

Among the natives who evince an inter-
‘e in our instructions, there are a few of!
fi whom Thope well. At present they sus-
;1 tain the character of enquirers, may they
:/svon fe:l the power and saving infinence of
tthe truih in their heans. It might inter-
;est vou to hear something ahout these per-

tocracy of the island and is heir to a chief-
tainship. His attendance on our religions
intructions has bheen punctual for wmany
months past; he manifests a great desire
to know the truth and has already made
some progress. He has thoroughly re-
nounced the superstitions of his fathers and
professes to lean on Jesus alone for his
salvatiom He shows a disposition to sub- |
mit to all the requirements of Christianity,
in so far as he knows them and is enabled
to comply with them.—A few months ago
1 had occasion to speak in his hearing on
the subject of polygamy, an evil that exists
on this isfand, not knowing at the time that
Namurit bad two.wives. .#He said nothing
but returned to his hame and took one of
his wives back to her family, telling them
that he dare not kecp her as the Nafaiaheni
made it unlawful. Her relatives were en-
raged with him and his life was threatened,
But the woman has got another husband,
and the storm is now over.

Waihit, has joined our lite company
about threc monthsago. Heis what the
aatives call a Natimi staup; a sacred man,,
and is one of the most influential men in
the district. Notlong ago he was a wild;*
fierce and savage looking man, and so pas-!
sionate, that when excited he seemed ve-;
aardless of every thing. Though ke livedi
near our premises, he ceuld not be induced
to attend our religious services ; and if we,
met him in the course of our visitations,

Sons.

Liumra, 1s a chef of inferior rank. and
belungs 1o another section of the island.
He went to Samaoa about 3 vears ago, an
was brought back to this island in the John|
Williams on her last vovage. As he can!
rik the Samoean dialect; with w
have som> acquaintance,
hum at this stat:on to assist me in the'study
of the languages. i
! mind, but he is very anxious to learn the,
truth. He has totally renounced his former,

jto he a worshipper of the only True God.

He usually accompanies inc in my visita-}
tions among the natives and sometimes ad-i
dresses them.  This man though upwards
of 40 years of age, has commenced learn-
ing. and though he progresses slowly, yet
from his anxiety o acquire knowledge, T
I hope he will seon beabintoroad.  He has
Ha wife who alse lives here, and who is

1

df

hich also 1,
1 havexie;;x:)ed and the ferocity of the lion has.given place !

Tumra has a dari ' mow of the ways in which he used to azct

| superstitions, and acknowledges himself]
i

our reception was often <old or uneivil.—,
Aboat the time the ““John Williams” was|
here he came to public worship, and has
never missed a Sab' a‘h since; he ajso at-
tends family worship in my house every
evenng with his wife. A marked change
has 1aken place in the conduct of this man, !

10 the gentlencss of the lamb.  Hé tellsme

|
under the impulse of his impetuous and un-l
governable temper, but he says that his!
conduet was very wicked and he endeavours
1o guard against his besctting sin.  An
occurrence took place some time ago cha-,
racterisiic of the man, as he was and as he’
is.  Oncday he returned from a fishing!
.expedition having caught a very large and|
Thighly prized fish: he loft his treasure in|
Ihis canoc at the shore and went off sume
!distance on business.  In his absence an-!
other naiive stole his fish and hid it in the!

il Mrs. Geddie's chief assistant in house-'bush. intending to carry it away. On his
i hold daties ireturn he became enrazed at the loss of his
. ~te H Q - . . "

Namar:i is a young man of a nalumlly'ﬁs}" Som= natives who werc on the shore B
: mild dispesition ; he ranks among the ards--at the time, gave information about the
"

Iy
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thief. Waihit immediately grasped his
spear and went after him,—he found him,
and when in ‘the act of making, perhaps a
deadly aim, ke cume to himself, lis hand
quivered, his arm was powerless, and his
spear fell. ‘I will go to the missionary,””
said he, “‘and ask bim if it is right or
wrong for me to kill this man for stealing
my fish; if he says it is right, Iwill do it,
but i he says it is wrong,'?l will not hurt
him.” As soon as I heard of the affair, I
spoke to him about it; he told me that his
heart was bad and he wished to kill the
man, but then he thought of the Nalaialien:
and that unhinged him. I told him of
course that welmust not injure, but do gaod
to those who do evil to us, and referred him
1o the example of our divine Saviour. '
On the other side of the island there is a|
young man of much interest, whom we call
Pauio. He lived with the teachers before
our arrival in the island and also in Mr.
Archibald’s family. It is long since he
turned his back on the worship of the Nat-
masses. A circumstance occurred some
time ago, which shows that he has risen
above the superstitions of his countrymen.
ie was walking past a sacred place one
day and observed a native presenting an
offering of Taro to the Natmasses ; he ask-
ed the men why he wasted his food, and
told him that the rats would eat it if he left
it there. 'The native answered that it was
Natrmass food now, and he dare not take it
back and eat it, for the consequence would
be death.  Paulo said “‘give me the taro
and I will make the experiment.”” The
other replied that he might take it if he
pleased, but that he would surely die.—
Paulo carried his Zaro home, cooked it, eat
it and is still alive. This young man
meets with the people of his own village
every Sabbath and prays withand exhorts
them. I have lateiy heard that the people
of a neighbouring village have invited him
to meet with them also onthe Sabbath day.
I should like 1o have more confidence in
Paulo, before 1 sec him acting the part of|
an instructor to his countrymen ; but even
with his present attainments, I cannot, 1
dare not tell him to be silent. The joy of
Paulo was very great,when my little book
was printed. He said that he had told the
ple all that he knew about the Naldie-
e 50 often, tiat he scarcely knew what
to say to them now, but he would learn
from the teachiers, what was contained in
the book, and that would keep him againg
for some time to come.

'heathen without a struggle?

sons we have muny attached friendsanwny
the natives, and numbers who have profes- |
sedly renounced their former superstitions,
and wait on our instructions. |
DIFFICULTIES AND TRIALS. i
But though we find in this dark and in-
hospitable land, some who manifest an in-:
terest in our instructions and ourselves, |
you must not suppose that we get quictly!
on. Indeed I should tremble for the safety |
and success of our eause, if it were so.— (
Ever since the deys of Cain and Abel the
seed of the serpent has opposed and perse-
cuted the seed of the woman, and it will be
soto the end of time. Can we suppose that |
Satan will give up his dominion over thei
In 2l suc-!
cessful missionsthe dawnof a glorious day '
has usually been preceded by a night ot'
toil and suffering. ~Qur infant mission has |
not been exempted from its trials. Now !
that our object is becoming urnderstcod, !
there ismuch latent and sometimes develog-,
ed opposition again; us. Ol men frcwn'
because we aim at the destruction of a sys-
tem of sunerstition, under which their an- !
cestors have Jived and died; the sacredf
men feel that their craft is in dunger and
they fear the result if we succeed. Then:-"
tivesat large are now aware that the gosgel !
is hostilec to customs ard practices dear.
to them and that they must be given up.—
But all the discouragements which we,
have cncountered from the natives, beurs:
no comparison with what we have experi- i
enced from our countrymen. Our mission :
has been exposed to 2 most disgracetul op- !
position from them. Tt would not serve,
any good end to enter into particular’s here, !
but those who are acquainted with the his- !
tory of the Sandwich Islands, Samcan ard !
other missions, will know that we are not:
singular in this respect.  We do indeed
meet with persons in this distant region |
who can hid us God speed in our werk, i
but the majority of those who visit these!!
islands, secm to cherish a deep rooted ka- !
tred against missions and those engaged in |
them. He that is for us however is great- j
er than those who are egainst us.  God '}
will take care of his own cause and though |
it may encounter obstacles, which seem 1o i!
retard its onward progress, or at times to.
threaten its ruin, it will surmount them 21
and triumph in the end.

FRENCH ROMAN CATHCGLIC MISSION:.

You are aware of the existenee of =
French Roman Catholic Missien ¢

!

"

In addition to the above mentioned per-

teum.  Their estublishiment
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mile distant from onr mission premises.—
They celebrate mass every morning, at
which a few natives attend, but beyond
this I have never heard of their doing any-
thing to extend their influence; as yet they
have excited very little attention among
the natives. 1 am not aware that they

‘|| have made any attempt, to prevent the na-

tives from attending on our instructions,
and in the meantime I have deemed it pru-
dent to say little about them, as it is far
more important to instruct the natives in
the essential truths of the gospel, then dis-
tract their minds about the errors of Pope-
ry. I amthe more surprised at their silenge,
as the association with whicli they are con-
nected was established, chiefly with a view
to overturn protestant missions in the Is-
lands of the Pacific. At present we have
the advantage of them, inasmuch as we are
far in advance of them with the language

and we have out-stations and teachers al

around the island. But this advantage we
cannot retain long, unless another mission-
ary soon enters the field. There isa de-

lightful opening for another missionary on
, the oppuosite side of the island, and unless
{it is speedily occupied, I do fear that a
watchful enemy will enter. Every day
i that you delay in sending another labourer
i
! our work. 1 may state here that all the
| intercourse, which I have had with the
French Roman Catholic Missionaries, has
been of the most friendly character. Their
Bishop has twice visited me and I have
visited them also. There are about a do-
zen priests on this island at present, but
thewrreatest part of them will Jeave with
their Bishop for New Caledonia in a few
days.
. CONCLUSION.

For the measure of divine protection
and countenance which we have hitherto
enjoyed in our work, ’t becomes us to be
grateful to God.  Let us 1a0re then ever
commit our infant mission to his guardian-
ship and care, and implore from him that
measure of aid, which itso eminentiy needs
at present.  “Finally, brethren, pray for
us, that the word of the Lord may have free
course and be glorified”” in this dark isle
of the sea.

1 Remain, Dear Brethren
Ever Yours &c.
Joux Geppiz.
POSTCRIPT.

Massari+ 1f a Boats crac at Erromanga.
—Abnut three weeks ago a hoats crew

longing to the “Rovers Bride” of this

nto the field will inerease the difficulty of]

lace, was massacred at Erromanga.—
They had gone to purchase Sandal wood,
and it is sup) that the natives upset
the boat, while they were taking in the
wood and thus e the crew an easy
prey. A few hours after the tragedy
occurred, some armed boats went to
the place to learn the fate of their compan- .
ions. ‘The only traces that could he found |
of them were some blood and fragments of
flesh on a log where they had been eut up.
Such affecting casnalties are not uncom-
mor at Erromanga and other islands. O!
when will these poor sasages be brought
under the humanizing apd renovating in-
fluence of the gespel.

LETTER FROX MR ARCHIBALD.
ANerTeun, August 27th,1849.

To the Board of Forcign Missions of the
Secession Church i Nova-Scotia.

REvd. AND DEAR Sirs—

About two months ago I commenced |
writing you, but being taken suddenly ill, |
was obliged to lay aside my paper. The|
complaint with which I was seized proved |
to be the low typhus fever, which confined :
me to my bed for four weeks. This fever,
or pethaps I may more pmlzerly sy, the ;
very powerful medicines I have been
obly to take, have weakened me very
much. 1 am now fast recovering, but am
not yet able to do much, and my hand
trembles so that it is difficult for me to
write legibly. It would be imprudent for
me to delay longer, for the ¢ John Wil-
liams’ is daily expected.

RESIGNATION AND REASONS.

My principal object in addressing you at
present, is toinformn you that I deem itmy
duty toresign my connexion with the mis-
sion. TNave not come to this conclusion |
without serious and calm deliberation. I,
have feltit tobe a solemn question to decide ;
whether I should remain or leave. I will |
lay before you the reasons which have;
weighed on my mind, and caused me to,
come to this conclusion, and leave you to |
decide as to whether I am doing right or,
wrong. i

In the severe affliction with which the.
Almighty in his gracious nd all-wise
providence has been pleased to visit me, I !
have been led to reflect tuuch on_the state |
of my own soul, and the solemnity of the I
work in which ¥ have engaged; and I have |
my fears that I have, without duly consider- |
ing the spirituality and solemnity of the
missionary work, entered into it, and am




[EER U — O e et te crmem  rmem seme s mmewe W

1850] MISSIONARY REGISTER. 109,

- . ) |
as one unsent. Though I have some'of two syllables printed. "These our
comnfort in looking to Christ asmy Saviour, lclasses can manage pretty well, and some

L

I cannot, considering my unworthiness and lof them can write a littfe. For the last
unfitness, comfortably continue in the'two months we huve been able to do but
missionary work, which Inow see requires'little in our school. I'he month previous
the experience and piety of the matured'to this, preparations for feasting absorhed
Christian. My duty therefore appmrs:all attention, and the last menth I have:
plainly to be, to no lunger absorb the been unable to attend to them on account
funds of the Socicty, butto retire fromthe'of my sickness.
work, and make way for another laborer.! ADDRESSES TG TRE PROPLE.
;lhk;e;:i:‘sﬁ:i(;ns;::g)lf“x) u‘;"ﬁ?&gﬁ:}: :_:::’ At the time I commenced my school){
i ) it hegs icly
quests my assistance, 1 shall remain a few nl‘sosf“ﬁ", nlto m:et thg dpoopk; publicly or
months lbnger. i" |;:' Subhat 11,’ .:m.t toln Tess :* li(;l'n m(\] s;rn;e
et ‘religious subject. I say so with a de,
My resignatiom, it appearsto me, 5]'0""‘1;01' gii.ﬁdence; for I am aware that it is not
not be a cause of regret to any one Wholig sivict accordance with the rules of our
:’eﬁeﬁm, that‘ the S“h{‘i}f bf‘ a ll"“mpc‘:z'church for me to do so without license. L
eacher must nocessarily be nearly as MUch aup pot very positive whether you expected
33:}'3‘ ?’h?" "t":{',""ed "““‘s“?";n ""‘“l:} ‘}l‘e me to do 80 or not, but 1 left home unger
luties of hus station arc 50 COMpATalively lthe impression that the case of a teacher,
limited, and while native teachers can belaging 10 a heathen Jand where all is spirit
supported at so ’;‘3“"“ arate. 'The b“!‘“{g jual darkness, is so different from laymen
required ]f(‘)“ ::h ““’Pé’a“ t‘eaeheﬁ' Wwottldipreaching at home that there conld scarce
support ahout thirteen Samoan or 1aroton- Iy be an objection to it. 1 commenced it
gan teachers. under a conviction that it was my duty,
ACCOUNT OF PAST LARORS. and 1 have acted on this conviction ever
It be p f here to e lsince. It has been ourpractice tlo x‘r\wet th:;i
may roper lor me here 10 give|pegple at home about seven o’clock in th
you some b}'iet: account, Qf what h"? taken gneor[r)'ﬁng. Afler this I go alternately
place on this side ‘Zf,' the ‘513“f1 ‘_““’"‘8’ Ourthe different villages, and leave the hom
e e i 1o b arogem. “Wher g
" . Ty iwes ave three places of meetin
on our first landing, assisting Mr Geddie ple, and get abm,‘; 60 in all; but ﬁhe,,,
in getting up a house, and that we then | oo east I get very few. Our number in
went round to Epece, a village on thejatendance at home is irregular; sometimes
other s}:gle, to commence o;{e;at!ons- Our fifty; and sometimes lately as few as ten,
first object here was to build a house foriiheugh rarely. There are a few, however,)
;’k“‘ﬁ:esié‘ ‘a’s we had ‘}}": as;f;mnce oflvery regular in their attendance.
o Rarotongan teachers, who were
stationed heresome twomomh;yreviogsly; CRUELTIES OF HEATHENISM.
and Pitaand wife, Samoans. The natives,! One of the most cruel and barharous
t0o, did what they could. Thjs occupied ipractices to which these people are addict
our time. three moaths, und we d6ak upourled, is that of strangling women. Five,

{

{

L= '~ o —

abode in our new house on the very day, 'women have been thus cruelly put todeath
that ¢ e heavy rains peculiar to the season|within two miles of ussince we came here,)
set in. This being done, and having ac-|and in only one instance at the death of]
quired something of the language, welthe husband has the wife escaped. They,
thought it our duty to open a schoollsaid it was because we disapproved of it.
without delay. At first the novelty at-|But we are not without some hope that
tracted many;and numbers of them learned jthis eruel practice will soon be done away
their letters. Many, however, especially|with: parties of persons are becoming
of the old men, soon grew tired of it, and|opposed to it. In the latest case which
our number became gradually reduced to accurred near us, considerable opposition
seven hoys. These we call attenders, tho’|was manifested to it. As soon as th

none of them are at all regular, and it isiman was dead, 2 number of persons surj;

seldom that we meet them ail at once. Ijrounded the woman with clubsand spears|{
trust that as soon as some sentences areiand declared that no person shouldstrangle
printed, that it will give new life to thether. They there kept their position for a,
schools, and many more will be brought toltime, fighting off all who came for her;
attend.  We have a large sheet of wordsjbut their opponents were at last too nu«i
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retreat.  Of course the woman met ber, to retain me, or at least until us many or-
There hus been no war on the
bad state
It kept up, and at present
little or no intercourse is maintained be-
It is the custom
; in war to eat the budies of their encinies,

sad fate.
island since we cane, but a ver
of feeling is sti

tween the two purtics.

. COMFORTS AND TRIALS.

'

‘Since wa came to Anciteum, we have
enjoycd many comforts, and we have heen
called to endure bhut fow trials in commen-
‘The natives ave all
.very civil; and. though they are thievish,
we have suffcred but little from then ip

dif-

cing a new mission.

this way. Our trials have been of a
ferent kind.
been taken from us.

with diarrheen.
alarm.

merous for them, and they were obliged to as long as it is the pleasure of the Board '
|
i

Qur littleduughter Mary has
About a fortnight|
. hefore her death she began to be troubled
This caused us but little
Afier she had been complaining
-1,about 8 weck, Mrs A. took her round to
: Mr Geddie’s,. that she might obtain me-

" dical attendance; but all was of no avail.
]Symploms of water in the head at length
presented themselvex, and she died in a

=2 stm s e ae s Py

daired, labourers can be obtained as will
abeorb the funds of thc Mission,

REMOVAL TO MR. GEDDIE'S STATION AND
EMPLOYMENT THERE.

Soon after the departure of the John
Williams, J came to the Main Harbour!
where Mr. Geddio resides, and we now
oceupy the teachers® house, left vacant by
Mr. Powel'sreturnto Samoa. A Samoan
teacher has now the charge of the mission

remiscs which we have left. We find
ore so much requiring to be done, and so
many spheres of usefulmess opening up be-
lfore us, that we are entouraged to Yemain.
Texpect soon 10 take charge of the printin
deparunem. This will relieve Mr. G.
from an important department, which
otherwise must draw heavily on his time
and attention.  School teaching necessari- |
ly absorbs a portion of my time every day,
though we have but six buysin attendance.
CALL FOR A HOAT.
It is also considered very desirable,

|

i
|

|
I

 receipt of this.

few hours afterwards.

fect happiness.

Should any one still v':ish to address me,
they can address to the care of Mr Ged-

die, Aneiteum.
1 remain, with sincere affection,
Yours respectfully,
Isarc ArcHIBALD.

‘LerTer ¥rom Mr. ArcHiBaLd To REev.

J. WapbpeLL.
Aneitam, Jan. nd, 1850.-
Rev. & DEearg Six,

I have much pleasure iR acknowledging
, the receipt of your very kind and interesting
“letter of March, 1849, for which I return
I presume that
i the Communication which I sent to the
Board will have reached you before the
And I need but briefly

you my sincere thanks.

refer to anything which it contains.
WITHDRAWAL OF RESIGNATION.

Written as it 'was under a depressed
 state both of body and mind, brought on
‘by the natural tendency of the disease un-
jder which 1 suffered, it scarcely contains

my more calm and deliberate views.

think I erred in supposing that it was my
duty to dissolve my connection with the
i Mission. I have now resolved to remain

This has been a
bittet trial to us; but our sorrows are alle-|
viated by the hope,that shehas exchanged
a world of sin and sorrow for one of per-

that frequent visitsbe mzde to the other
side of the Island to hold meetings with the
people, to superintend the schools and to
strive to increase the numbers. For this
urpose & boat is almost indispensible.
here are two paths leading to the other
side. One follows the seabeach and those
who travel it are obligedto swim sonie rods
through a heavy surf. The other leads
over the mountains along the side of dan-
gerous precipices and over mgged steeps,
so that 1t is not preferred to the former wa~
A boat is the only safe and casy way of
tting along, and the only way by which
uggage can be carried from place to place.
Theboat which Mr.G.got inSamoa has been
of essoritial mryios to the wtission.” We
havebuflta b6af shed to protect it from the
weather, but with all possible care boats
do not last long in this country. I am
sorry to say that two stations are at pre-
sent vacant on account of the sickness of
the two Rarotongan teachers, who were
left here by the Tast visit of the ¢ John
Williams.”
ELEMENTARY BOOKS IN NATIVE LANGUAGE.
‘We have lately issued & small clemen-
tary book in the native language. Besides
a number of easy lessons it contains the
Hymns and also a translation of the Lord’s
Prayer. For the hymns we are indebted |
to Mr. Powell but the rest of the book has §
been prepared since he left. Mr. G. is
preparing a second small book which will

I
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i,cnnsist priucipully of trunglations of such Thieving, too, s very comtnon, though
| passages of Seripture, as will be deemed we pe{wnally have not suffered mueh by
. most usetul in the present stage of the mis-'it.The women ave much abused by ther,
sion. “hushands.  They perforin all the labour w1
PROGRESS OF CRILDREN AT scHooks,  |cultivating the soil and preparing and !
"There wre but few who can be got to ut_'lconk‘mg llhc ioodZ and llle?~.;.;ic hable tu. ] e;
i1 tend our schools, but those few are by no !’f““"'}'. rcatcn !or the sliehtest offerce. :
i means wanting in ability to learn, There' T'he .n..!l\t,‘s,'t. w0, ure alsq g%l}}hy of the .mt |

are a few who will very soon be master of human practice of cannibaiism. A f:w

! 4 ... months ago a whaling boat was upset o a I}
ir elementary book. “They appear quite,’
U o oy y spprar g reef near the shore at the south port cf b

this island, and four of the crew perushed 1
among the breakers.  Searel wasmade for
the bodies by the foreizners here, but they ©*
weke not discovered, buttv.o of them were!)
a%l'léi'wurds fhugdthy the natives aud eaten. il

de'ighted with the idea of reading, an idea;
which they never seemed fully to compre-
hend,until they began to read a little them-}
'_se\\'es; and we hope that as the design of,
‘reading and writing is better understood
that many will be prevailed on to attend.
INDICATIONS OF IMPROVEMENT.

You will be gratified to Jearn that the
aumnber attending Divine service at this
1 place has considerably increased of late and
|1 the good cause appearsto be gaining ground
!tthroughout the Island. Whether “there

!are any really converted, we are not pre-
‘pared to determine, but one thing is
very evident, that idolatry and superstition
arg breaking away. There ave not a fow
who, when we first came to the Island,
would not have dared to speak irreverently
of their objects of worship, who now hold
them up te scorn and ridicule; and grounds
which hpve long been held sacred as the
residcnc)t; of the gods, and consequently not
approached by man arc now carelessly
trampled over without fear. Before my
sickness at the other side we were prepar-
ing timber for a small chapel. 1 objected
10 their going so far for timber when there
was plenty nearat hand. They said that
what T alluded to was sacred to spirits and
that they dare not touch it. 1 replied that
1 would cominence alone. Many old men
‘ywarned meof the danger I incurred, but it
. was resolved that T might do so if Lwould
i, ran the risk. ¥ accordingly worked alone
I+ the nevt day and the peopleseeing no harm
1, COM= ULON ME WeTe Soon p}cvailcd‘on to join
,;me in the work. When I last visited the
-Ispot the natives were digging up the wild

! yams, which were growing luxuriantly on

i e

;inhabitants.

OPFOSING INELUENLGLS. 4
‘There are also influences at work at the ;|
present time, which teud (o retard mission-
ary operations. There are no less than ‘
10 foreigners bere engaged m Capt. Pad-
don’semploy. Mxny of theseare runaway
convicts and others pfthe lowestcharacter.
These are fxcely supplied with spirituovs
liquor. ‘This they barter with the natives
for vegetables, &c., ard it is painful to ace
the desire they manifest to ebtain it. There
have been four French Catholic mission-
aries here ever since we came, but, as far
as we can learn, they are making little ef-
fort to make converts. This appears 10 be
a depot where they remain to waich for'
openings that may occur at other places.
‘This isat present their only station on the
group. They have been frequently re-
pulsed from New Caledonia. ‘They have
yet one station on the main land, but this
1s at a village where there are but twenty
Twenty-three natives from
the former station, whom they have bap-
tized, have been removed to the new sta-
tion. But, though the French arenot pre-
mitted to remain among them, they are not
averse td Englishmen. They have a great
dislike to the French. They say we want
English missionaries, not French. You
will hear all important particuiars by the
report of the deputation, who visited them
lately in the ¢ John Williams.” Since

| ground enriched by their growth and decay!
' on the same spot for ages. {
i LOW STATE OF MORALS. {
'\ But, generaily speaking, it is less diffi-'
, cult 10 pull down a system than to buld

upone. As we become better acquainted
(with the habits and customs of the people,!
* we see much to lament and deplore. Lying
i 13 so common that it is difficult to convinee!
{ithe people that it is an evil custom.—'

that time a sandal wood boat has been
taken at Erromanga, and the five unhappy
sailors cut up and distributed onthe beach.

We are all enjoying a comfurtable de-
gree of health and happiness. Eliza joins
me inkind love to Mrs. W.andtoall those
who tike an interest in our work.

1 remain, dear sir,
Your affectionately,
Isaac ARcCHIBALD.
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& We have deemed it due to our

jreaders to luy before them in full,

the two letters received from Mr. Archi-
bhald, giving his views both at the time
when he felt it his duty to tender his resig-
nation and also when he last wrote. Our
space this month forbids any lengthy re-
marks on this as wellasthe other interest-
ing matters brought before our readers in
the correspondence we have published.
We are sure our readers will be ve-

.| joiced to learn that Mr. Archibald has re-

turned to his labours and the other intelli-
gence so far is highly cheering, and in-
dicates gratifving progress on the part of
our Missionaries. We have now on hand
a variety of int resting matter from which
to select in future Nos. 3

g3 The accounts of monies received
for the Home Missions, Synod Fund, &c.
are unavoidably postponed this month.
Also the proceedings ofthe Boards during
the sittings of the Synod.

g7~ The Synod of our Church is in
Session at the time of the issue of our pre-
sent No. Much important business has
been before it, a summary of which will
appear in ournext. T'he Annual Mis-
sionary Meeting was held on the evening
of Thursday, 27th inst. when the reports of
the Boards of Home and Foreign Missions
were received, and interesting addresses
delivered by the Rev’d Messrs, Baxter,
Mc Gilveray, Sedgwick, Allan, Byers,
and Murdoch. .

g5 The congregation of SalemChurch,
Green Hill, would publicly express
their acknowledgements to Abraham Pat-
terson and James Primrose, Esqrs.. of
Pictou, for the exceeding handsome dona-
tion of an elegant Communion Service
costing £13 5s. currency.

They would also publicly acknowledge
the receipt of the following sums, received
at different times, in aid of the Building
Fund of the Church, from gentlemen not
connected. .

From Wm. Matheson, Esq.,
West River.
“ Alex. Rae Fsq., Speaker
ofthe House of Assembly
P.E. Island.

£5 0 0

Notices, &

0 8 0 |other friends in that locality.

¢ George McCuabe, Lioch

Broom.

¢ James Campbell, 8 Mile
Brook.

¢ John Marshall, New

Glasgow.

0

05
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MONEY RECEIVED FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

June 24.—Miramichi, congregation in-
cluding 158 7d. contents of Missionary
Box of children of G. Kerr, Esq., and
58 trom Mr. G. Joh , Chatham.—

. £6 0 0

26.—St. Mary'scongregation,
viz.: Glenelg, 50s.; Sher-
brook 40s.; Caledonia 30s.
Upper Londonderry,
Collected by Mr. Liddell,
Up. Londondeery, (for Boat,)

27.—Lower Londonderry
Stewiacke, additional making
£10 in all
Nine Mile River,
New Lundon £6 3s 4d..
(P. E. 1. cy.) Cavendish,
£142s 8d (do.); Lot 16,
£6 25 9d, (do.)
Up. Set., E. River, Picton

28.—Shelburne, Rev. James
Byers, {for Boat),
West Poini for do. in P.E.L.
aurrency, 6 7 6
Cascurapeque and
Cove Head, 9 0 7%
Prince Town, 25 0 0
Kildare, (for Boat) 019 1
Bedeque, 10 15 1C
Lot No. 13 forMiss. 5 6 64

do. , for boat, 1 3 ¢,

Lot N6. 11, forboat 1 2 3%

£53 14 10}
N. S.cy. 44 15 8}
Musquodoboit, 3 Prayer meet-

S

10
14

b ] -

18

L

21 19
70

217

ings 3 6
Windsor and Newport, 10 19 9%
A Friend, Shelburne, per Rev.

J. Byers, 010 0

‘Li4 9 4

&F Reccived by the late Treasurer of
the Board of Foreign Missions a ‘Box of
Clothing valued at £20 P. E. I. currency,
from the New London congregation, and




