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* Yes, sir! the boy there,
though but five years old and not
knowing a dash from a dot, stands
upon the company’s pay-roll as
Telegraph Operator, at fifty dollars
per month.  ‘How did it come
about?’ you ask. Just wait a
few wmowents until wy rvelief
comes, and as we walk to the
house for supper, I will give you
the story.”

The speaker was an old school
friend of mine, whoin I had hunt-
cd up after a long absence from
my native city, and found busily
employed in the Train Dispatch-.
er's office of the Railroad,
as chief operator.  Upon his
telegraph instruments rested tho
cabinet photo;imph of a little boy,
and my remarking upon thesn.art
nf)peamnce of the little fecllow
elicited the above reply.

¢ Not much time for conversa-

¢ You must know that
all regular trains upon out
road are run upon schodule
timo, or, in other words,
upon that laid down in the
time-tablea ofthecompany.
But oxtras of any sort, or
regular trains when ofl
thoir schedule time, must
be helpod along by telo-
graphic ordors, 18sued by,
or in the namo of tho tramn
dispatcher. This, upon a
single track road, earryimg
80 much traflic as ours, 18
constantly occurring.

“ An T might weary you
by details, if T ontered mto
too minuto an explanation

tion here,” coutinued my friend, as if in
apology for not commencing at once; ** what
with ondinary messages, train roports, and
the all-unportant orders, we are kept pretty
busy ; the hours are short though, and, by
the way, here comes my relief nove.”

Here followed an introduction to the re-
lief, a pleasant looking young man of
twenty-one or two, whose duty it wasto
stay all night at the post my friend was
just vacating. to whom way given some
general information as to how the trains
were runmng upon lus dwviston, and what
orders had been issued ; and then, with
a pleasant good-might, we were off.

“ Now, for the story !” continned my
friend as we emerged upon the street, and
turned our steps towards lus home.

“One year ago 1 was discharged from
the very positim I now hold, for having,
as was charged, caused the wreck of two
freight trains at C——, a small station
;:pon Sur line about thirty miles cast of

ere.

of how tlus s done, I will
givo you the systom in as
few words as possiblo.

« For example . wo will say the reguiar
crossing point for No. 34 guing west, and
No. 35 gonyg cast is B— -. Now, alltrains
are reported by telegraph from  each
station s they pass. e are on the look-
out for these reports, and bofore us is the
train shect upon which must be noted tho
time of departure of each train from any
station. ‘Thus we can tell, at a glance, tho

wsition of overy train upon the road.
Ve will say theso reports show No. 35,
roing cast, to Do thirty minutes late.
gmco No. 34 would be obliged to wait at
the usual crossing point for the laggard, we
give it an order to procced to C , ten
miles beyond, and cross No. 35 there, thus
keeping it on time whilo causing no further
delay to the delinquent. Of coutsoit iy
necessary to mnotify both tiums of the
change in crossinig points, aud right here
is where my trouble occurred.

“«(ne day, sitting at my instruments,
busily employed as you saw me a few
moments ago, 1 discovered that freight No
102 was losing time. Soon it was thirty
minutes behind, and wishing to help along
freight No. 63, which usually crossed at
B——, 1 concluded to push it along to
C~— for a crossing. Accordingly Tcalled
up D—, the next station beyond the
usual crossing point, and upon recesving tho
responso went ahead with thia order :

¢ « Ty Conduclor and Engincer No. 65.
*Yeu will proceed to C——and cross

No. 102 there.
¢ (Signed) Hosnes,

Dispacther.
‘¢ Tho next move was
to protect him in thus
assing thoir usual cross-
1ng point, by giving tho
gamo order to No. 102 at
A

*¢ Calling up A—, 1
said in the cipher used
on such occasions: ‘14
for No. 102 which
means, ‘Put out lLluc
siznal to hold No. 102.°
This blue signal, a flag
by day and a lantern by
night, conspicuously dis-
plased in front of a
station, mecans tele
graphic orders, and by
this signal no train is
allowed to pass. In-
stantly camo back the
reply from the operator
at A—, 15 for 102.'

“ Now, overy opera-
tor's duty is to put out
the signal before reply-
ing with 15, which
means : * bluo siﬁmﬂ is
displayed and will hold
the train.’ You see the
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use of the cipher figlres is a great saving
of time and space. The most imperative
ordets areissued, émd tle utmost care taken
in moving trains by telegraph ; and to
answer with 15 before the signal is display-
ed, is contrary to all rulg, as in (}01113 50
there is a chance thib some duty will coine
ap in the performance of which the
sienal will be noglected until too late.

" Well ! upon receiving the assurance
that the flag was oub at A , T gave the
order correspouding to the one above, but
addressed to No. 102. Thus T had all
arranged sccording to rule, for a crossing
at C Soon came the answer from No.

e obbs, Dispatcher :

¢ \l{;)e{lihge'r‘st;qnidpii'e are to proceed to C—,
aiid cross No. 102 there.

(Sigued) Bruck, Conductor, } Ro. 65.
CosTER, Hungineer, 1

«To this1 promptly gave O. K., an
they were dispaltched, As No. 102 had not
arrived at A , and no reply could be
received from them untit conduct:_)r and
engineer had signed the order, which, of
course, the blue flag would potlfy them
was there; I turned iy attention to other
duties, and thought no more of that cross-
ing, until some time after, it occurred to me
that No. 102 was slow about replying.

¢t So, calling the operator ab“A—-—-, 1
asked : ¢ Has No. 102 arrived ?

¢ ¢ Arrived and gone,” was the reply.

‘¢ Gone without receiving the orders I
gave you? impossible | Did you not dis-
play the blue flag?’ )

“¢No!’ was the reply. ‘Having ve-
coived no orders to do so, I did not.’

*The operator at A wis compara-
tively a new man, a nephew of an influen-
tial member of our Board of Directors,
trough whom he had obtained his position.
and through whose influence T was soon to
lose mine. His deliberate falsehood
astounded me, as well it might, for allow-
ing the train to proceed without the orders
ment for them to run by C and en-
deavour to réach their usual stopping
vlace at B———, as soou as possible, to save
delay to 65, which was rushing along ex-
pecting to reach them at C . The result
must be a collision. ‘

¢ The thought drove me neatly frantic.
Furtherquestioning only resulted in further
denial from the operator of having received
any orders to hold the train, which he
accused me of having failed to send.

“ With fast beating heart and a teirible
faintness upon me, I dropped my head
upon the instriments and prayed for the
poor fellows upon the trailn, How many
of them would survive the wreck, which
now it was impossible to prevent, for be-
tween the two traius rushing towards each
other so swiftly, no operator was on duty
with busily clicking instruments to warn
them of their fate, )

¢ Noticing niy actiotis the dispatcher
eagerly inguired the trouble. I could not
reply in words, but noticing my instrument
calling, I grasped a pen, and with my
trembling fingers copied this message,
which relieved my mind of the heaviest
load I have ever known. 1t wasaddressed
to the superintendent from the conductor
of No. 60 and ran thus :

¢« ¢ Freights Nos. 65and 102 met in head col-
lision oue mile east of C——, speed of fifteen
miles per hour. Crews of both trains escaped
uninjured.  Fifteen cars derailed, five of
them wrecked completely, badly blocking the
main line. WIill report in person by first
train.’

« My greatest fear had been that loss of
life would result. Now that was passed, I
was ready to explain.

¢ Agis usual in such cases, all the par-
ticipants in the ‘affair were called befoz:e
the superintendent. Each man told his
story. The operator at A firmly ad-
hered to his falsehood and 1 as firmly to
the truth, but to no purpose. The influ-
ence of the director uncle saved for him
his position, the blame was attached to me,
and 1 was discharged, forced to give up my
position and nove. Some time before this,
trusting in the security of my position, 1
had put all our little savings together and
purchased a small house and lot in the

Jeasantest part of our ecity. 1 had
{:orrowed from our savings bank the sum
of two thousand dollars, and placed a
mortgage for that amount upon the place,
believing that with prudence and economy
we should be able to repay and lift the
mortgage in due course of time,

‘“ A pleasant little place it was, and
much pleasure we took in fixing it up with
flowers and vines, until it presented a
most attractive appearance, and to our-
selves at least, was the very perfection of
taste and home comfort. Now it must all
be given up. This made the blow doubly
hard, for where could I obtain a position at
my business, with the knowledge that I
had caused a wreck ?

“No! Tmustgive it all up, and com-
mence at the foot of the ladder again.

“The company, having decided to put
in the wires and open a station at C ,
as a measure for guarding against further
trouble, very kindly offered the situation to
me. I could but accept. Soon we were
moved into our new quarters—I1 cannot
call it a home—-in a modest house near my
station.

“ Day after day came and passed now, so
uneveuntfully, as nearly to destroy all am-
bition. Duties there were none to speak
of. My station was what is termed a * flag
station.”  Trains made no regular stop
there, and when an occasional passenger
wished to take the train, a very unusual
occurrence by the way, my red flag by day,
or red light at night, ‘hauled up’ the de-
gired train. I grew despondent. Fvery
day 1 sat in my little den of an offide, listen-
ing to the business passiug upch the wire,
business in which 1 tock no active part, for
few, indeed, were the opportutities I liad
to open the wite, ;

‘“The little boy Was my alipost constant
companion.  He took great delight in the
rural life which we Wwere vBliged to lead;
grew stout and brown as aiiy little rustie,
and his delight knew no boutids ds he atood
upon the platform when the heavy freighta
went rolling by, or the fast express, with &
rush and scream of the whistle, passed like
a flash ; and he would watch them out of
sight with great round eyes, laughing and
clapping his hands with delight,

““We used to watch him in sllénice, m
wife aud I, for she often came to sit wit
us, and cheer me by her presence ; and
thoughts of the opportunities he would
miss, and the privilege of schooling he
would be debarred from by my misfortune,
were not calculated to make us cheerful.

“One beautiful summer day, when | had
been some three months at my station, sit-
ting as usual watching and Mstening at my
instruments, for want of sowething better
to do, I heard the dispatcher’s office calling
4 , heard him answer, followed Ly an
order from the oflice to *14 for special
freight passing east,” heard the reply ex-
actly as the operator had given it to me on
the day of the wreek--‘15 for special
freight '—then this order ;

“*To Conductor
Freight ;

¢ “ You will not leave A until special

passenger train, Fairfield, conductor, has
arrived.’

and Eugincer Special

**The special passenger train veferred to,
was, as [ knew, for 1 had heard it reported
by wire, composed of an engine, superin-
tendent’s private car, and directors
filled with the officers of the road
their wives, all of whom had been down
the line on a pleasure trip to inspect the
new station and grounds at our eastern
teriminus, and were now returning with all
haste, in order to reach their homes in this
city before dark.

“T had heard the superintendent’s tele-
graplic vequest to the dispatcher to give
them the right of way as far as practicable,
and in accordance with this instruction he
was now holding back the freight.

“L sat idly Watching the approach of
the special, and marking the quick time
they were making, as the telegraphic re-

car,
with

ports, one by one, succeedéd each other, as '

the train passed station after
still bemoaning my hard fate.

**No mistakes this time, I th
for me was the ill-luck reserved ; for surely
the operator at A——would not, could not,
commit the same fault twice. This time
there would be no poor assistant to attach
the blame to but the chief dispatcher.

1 sat there some time filled with these
ungrateful and useless thoughts, until 1
was disturbed by the cntrance of the little
boy, who had been busy at play outside,
He came in in high glee, exclalming : ‘Papa!
bapa ! train cownng !’ -

*“*No, dear, not just yet.  Wait five
minutes and then we shall seeo them go
flying by,” 1 answered him with a smile,

station—and

ought, only

e

knowing how pleased he would be to see
the rushing train.

“¢No! now, papa, now! T.ean see the
smoke-—coiiie out, quick !’ To please him
I complied, and looked up the line in the
direction of the approaching special, which
had passed the last station east of me, and
must now be within five miles of our stution.

‘ *That, that way, papa! Look through
the tree—see !’

“T turned, and saw rising above the

"~ trees the black smoke which denoted the

approach of a train. In an instant | under-
stood the situation.  The freight was ap-
proaching—the freight which was ordered
to remain at A to cross the passenger
train. For a moment 1 was dazed, but
only for a moment, for 1 knew something
must be done, and that quickly, to avert
an awful catastrophe,

¢ Below my station, some hundred yards
or so, round a curve which hid it from
sight, was a switeh which opened upon a.
side track running by the station for an-
other hundred yards, and which would hold
the freight, could T but reach and open it
before the freight arrived there. But I
niust algo stop the passeriger train for fear
the fréight would not get on in time.

*“ Rushing ilito the station I grasped my
signal flags, put the blue in the proper
place, but 1ot daring bo trush to that to stop
thétn, for feak the enginédr, having his
ordérs to run pash ﬁly statign, ahd at the'
high rate of speed lie was coming, might
hot see i, 1 took the réd fistf-and the oy
in iy arms, and placing hini i the middle
of the platform, piit the Bag in his | ands.

“Arthur T said stemly, <do Uikt as

apa says, now, and we will®ave the trajs,
tand right here ! Do not move except to
wave this flag, so !’ giving him the up-and-
dowh motion. * Wave it,
&hd do not stop till papa gets back !’

“His blue eyes filled with tears at my
manner, and giving him a kiss to reassure
Bim, I turned and rax for the awiteh, Could
1 reach it in time? T wmust! T must !
Over the ties T ran for life, for lives ; for if
the trains came into collison

at that high
rate of speed, wmany lives must be sacrificed.
“ 0 God ! permit me to veach it fiust !

T cried.

*“ As I turned the curve I looked b
the statien.  There the little
Just where I had placed him
yos ! the flag was waving,
and down, as fast

ack ab
fellow stood,
» and the flag,
up and down, up
as the stout little arms
could move it, and way down the line ag
far as the eye could reach, I could see the
special pasmenger train coming.  Now for
it! Looking and running ahead again I
saw the freight, b
CtThank God ! T shall reach the switch
fizst,” T eried, and van on, My switch-key
was out of 1wy poeket as I ran. and inm
hand. A moment more and the switch wag
re:lqhed, and the train one thousand feet
behind in the race for life. To insert the
ey, untock and throw the rajls upon the
siding, was the work of an instant,
“Yes ! T was discovered by the engineer
of the train—heard the shrill whistle for
brakes, the danger signal, saw the engine
reversed, the brakemen scrambling over
the tops of the cars setting the hrakes, and
knew all was done that conld ])ossibiy be
done to slacken the speed of the heay
train-—standing at the switel ready tg
throw the rails’ back as soon ag they had
pzm;\‘;d upon the siding,
"In a moment they were within hailing
3lstance, thehﬁr’emany was upOnurrxlx‘;?a;]itltzg,
OWN upon the steps of  his wigs 1
ré}‘t(‘iyst(}))jump. ps of -his engine making
‘Stick to your engine,” { erieg. |
Epon tlfx; lsllch}l:g? and %io y"m!i- m"wm
er.  Tell the engin tick: W Sep
Yer for his life.’ inlr fo stick whay
It is wonderful that
more comprehended my wmvanig: v
the rush and roar of thz t'!‘&in-?ﬁ?&&dmm;
escaping steam, ‘as the T Yoy at

en %"h\e T Yy at
greatly reduced sy jod : .
climb back ‘and o ey Jl::

he Weard ¥, mwch

Cothde. Wik
braékg of d‘ohe tender, m’%ﬁ}x a,?s% %o yoar
and grinding of the brikiss \wmen oy

the train p;;gssed. e NpohTRe hrdels,

Y closed and ldcked ‘W %

main line, and started back
I knew the special yust hav
else, ere this, it would h

Yes ! sure enougl ing in si

es! & Bli,—coming in sight of
'f*sm(;lou,hthgre she stood, safe a.irgld sou;}&e
?n_ Fpon the siding beside it stood the
re‘l‘%l:h, nOw come to g fyll stop.

he platform in front of the little

‘ Wf‘i‘!ehon the
for ‘the station.
o'8topped there,

ave been upon us,

my brave boy,.

depot was filled with people, passengefog‘
tht gpieeinl and train nien” 1 saw the 4
still holding the rég flag, in thg arn}_S”Q o1
superintendent. Crowded about hmﬂ:lxer
the president, Board of Dii‘éé!’ptﬂ and,ovih
notables, invited guests of ﬂ%ﬂ.ro“‘d” .“ﬁve
their ladies, numbering full tweri pot
pecple, who certainly, somo of then oW
all, owed their lves to the little fe 108
Upon reaching the station, T was ab © of
the centre of the excited throng, all _ela‘gas
for an explanation. In as few wort brin'
possible 1 gave, in answer to the su]’fm
tendent’s inquiry, my story ,"h"w.t’he how
had discovered the approaching freight, flag,
Thad instantly placed him with the o
which, it seems, bad been the “‘eimstha
stopping them, how I had hastencd 0 the
switch, arviving just in time to P“‘b
freight upon the siding, and that was® o
“All-no!  This was followed b{ime
impromptu directors’ meeting in MY ting
seven-by-nine station —a directors 1““"‘2
in which ladies took a prominend par nto
was called in with my wife, who had rul'te-
the station, alarmed {)y the unusual “Xc; e
ment--and the boy. Speeches were m,lnd
which brought the blush to my cheeks and
tears to my wife's eyes, tears of Jo¥
pride in the boy. ‘ and
‘“Yes, sir ! They voted me two 'oh(?“s(.mv
dollars ¢ for prompt action and hervie (;re -
duct in time of danger,” and at the sugsul
tion of the ladies—who but a woman WO
have thought of anything so romanti
also voted to place the boy upon the pa
roll as telegraph operator. { gyel-
** A happy household we were that @
ing, and with many a kiss the boy wable
to bed at night. The next day 1 wasc® het
to the general offices, and the dispa€ly
having told his story, how the ()r:d.ersi ¥
“bden promptly given to liold the fregon

e
_there were no doubts now as to the.P

o
who had been vemiss in duty upon both ol
casions. | was reinstated in my © inte
tion, and we immediately moved bac h the
the little house you see yonder, whie from
company’s gift allowed me to free ing
debt ; and, yes, that is the boy T““mup 4
meet us now—a piwud little tellowW P
pay-day, as he goes with me to the O
and stands among the men taking =1
turn to receive their pay—the pet {) thei
My wife fears they will spoil him wit 1'9'
attention, and the preseuts of the lad}
that train,

“The operator ? Oh ! Withiout 55 or e
to learn the result of his second blunkno »
deserted his post, and for aught 1 1 ha¥?
may be running yet ; for, certamly,‘ i
no knowledge of his future cal-‘ee"as
error lay in replying that the blue v{en e
played before putting it out, an g
glecting it.  When he saw the trald L r?
he deliberately tore up the orders, m; "
in his ability o shift the blame UPOT gy
in the firge instance, but the secon N
too nmuch.”

—W. D. Holman i The Foulh LW

panion, '

ing

e o s

Not Yet!

My boy Bert, with daucing eye8
¥lushed and eager, goes from play
Half-a-dozen times a day, .
Straight to where o red book lics

On the lowest library shelf,

Finds the page all by himself,
Where & lion s portrayed id; -
Mrging towsrd  shrinking 109
“Liong e Tooknat this attraceion

ben -reemarks with satisfactions

- Flingiog back his curls of jeb:
g gggo‘nﬁha‘m't got her yet.

Tt wis-years and years 420
Yottt hie ‘b‘m‘bﬁng 1¥ttle maid
Tn'the ved baok is portrayed
“Pasing her terrific fosg
And my boy with dancing eyes,
- Vews them now without surprise ’
Vhen my heart is full of fear,
Fancying there is tronble n- ars
'An'd T drend whiat is to be,
Then he breaks oue laughi“%ly ¢ 6
; hA‘Tﬁe&Sm’t you fuss an 'f,fe :
© lion Was not got hert y;}i de Awakt

i

' ity
. . omli“
et Well, Mr. Bronson,” sail & d

1
hoped you - derived profit ¥ 231\}'“?‘%
services this morning.” ¢ Sir,” T aty -
Bronson, inclining to be indign#? ’Dﬂd

8
assuie you 1 drop business on Sun ay®
attond church with no hope of pro
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The Old Teacher.
BY GEORGE F. HUNTING.

lw
0 ;
4 1:§)E,R if he remembers,
The ¢ us};O'Od old man in heaven,
| o 1n the old red school-house
4 as the noisy seven ?

Iy, .
(;ngel' if he remembers
Or thin;:es“ess we used to 'be ?
L OF Q) 8 we forgot the lesson
» - Atst and Gethsemane ?

Twg
:h LI‘ coald tell that story
am sul.l,ls”d to tell it then,
com(f that, with heaven’s blessing,
T reach the hearts of men.
hat v
, :mng;u{’ 80 toushingly tender,
A Dntlms( OWn to me shtough the years,
i8 ow) which seemed to mingle
I YWH with the Saviour’s tears.
ofte \
’l'h(:x(\rv}:Sh I could tell him,
By oy, o we cansed him so much pain
iy es,‘““ghbles,s’ boyish frolic,
S0U8 wers not in vain.

Iay

T :L(e to tell him how Harry,

From, tllne”“est one of all,

e o Dloody field of Shiloh
1 't home at the Master’s oall, -
’d .

g ,l)“ff;.bo tell him how Swephen,
Now tell{mmmg with mirth and fun,
The 1, 8 the heathen of China
. ale of the crucitied ona.

q 1

Ao o tell him how Joseph
Are 1y, bilip aud Jack and Jay

e ;1011?6(] among the churcives,
Oremost men of their day.

Pq ‘
Wike=yes, L'd like—to toll him
0d Loy i? lessor_m did for me,
hat (o m trying to follow
hrist of Gethsemane.

Pey)

\(l’?“pgl he knows it already,
Thyt wa:'r'y has told, may be,
The are coming, coming,

Ough Christ of Gethscmane.

Ho
. \{';HT*“T.V beside, I know not,
The ¢ &ather at last in heaven,

Bu;‘l:}t of that, faithful sowing,
16 sheaves are surely seven.

T t——————

HUNTED AND HARRIED.
Lale of the Scottish Covenanters.

BY R. M. BALLANTYNE.

Chaprew 1V, —(Continued.)

7’"’@ épa;
Wikl & Iy ;
) Bl g Wty but hearty supper; Will
RNight and " Quentin’ Dick set;.‘ogedl’fthair

thep é])(()gé“ey' They carried nothing with
f"ul({ nat Plt two wallets, filled, as Wallace
Arge ano telp  thinking, with a needlessly
(‘}V‘er “nunlr]lnt of provisions. Of course they
B}llt pea eéi, for they travelled in the capa-
Oulgpy ¢etul drovers, with plaids on their
i One “’,(‘)‘“1‘1 the usual staves in their hands.
t(};r a '"mnhuv d think we were going to travel
\Vg' Weighy In some wilderness, to judge from
i Mo, aft of our haversacks,”  observed
“‘S(ﬂenc,e, er trudging along for ¥omé time
Mayhy e
;ehllr e?b((\)' we'll be langer than a month,”
1ray iy o dentin, ““an’ the wulderness here-
,&(1. higfq arse than the wulderness that Moses
Mony o throngh. Thev had manna there.
18 bae naething here.”
for he ka spoke with cynicism in his
om iV‘?S a stern straightforward man,
s an. Bjustice told with tremendous
by ersity ¢ Who had not yet been taught by
Bingie 0, bow his head to man and restrain
. Be ot.gna‘t‘(’"-
Joip, ,esgvallalcg had time to make any re-
.glf‘}:)u Wething like the appearance of &
h ey ereOTspxxxen in front arrested them.
“(elr ram still so far distant as to render
Lot have P inaudible. Indeed they could
0;“3 for ¢ 06N seen at all in so dark a night
dea hi] ¢ eefa"?t that in passing over the crest
fing ags vere for a moment or two dimly
N @ Dy, galogt. the sky. .
th“elltin.gooe‘s‘fowr o’ them,” muttered
e We'll step aside here an’ let
Iaiai)n by.”
:f th rozf{"ﬁ up the somewhat rugged side
t;nollg the 1, e two men concealed themselves
O0pey. ushes, intending to wait till the
I, b Should pags, .
‘f’Ond:tﬁ:?,‘m they be doihg fn this direction,
W ¢ ¥ fr Wh’wpered Wallace.
o tspep weenq, ’, answered Quentin, * dinna
w;-&ttmcti;’n ye're hidin’. Of &’ the sounds
Per is th attention an’ revealin’ secrets a
© warat. Speak low if ye maun

“there, an’ Jeav

" peeurred which disconcer

likkely y

but sometimes it’s wiser no to speak
ava’. Dootless the sodgers ‘il be gieing
Avdrew Black a ca’, but he kens brawly hoo
to tak’ care o’ himsel.”
When the horseman approached it wasseen
that they were driving before them a boy, or
Jad, on foot. Kvidently they were compelling
lLim to act as their guide.
¢ It's Ramblin’ Peter they’ve gotten haud
o’ as sure as 'm a leevin’ man,” said the
shepherd with a low chuokle ; ‘¢ 1'd ken him
amang a thoosnnd by the way he rins.”
«Shall we not pescue him?” exclaimed
Wallace, starting up.
 \Wheesht ! keep still, man.  Nac fear o
peter. He'll lead them in amang the hogs o’
some peat-mass ov ither, gie them the slip
e them to find their way oot.”
otted past un incident
ted the hiders not a
the soldiers had with
them scented then, stopped, and after =nuff-
ing about for a few seconds, began to bark
furiously. The troop halted at once and
challenged. .
« Tak’ nae notice,” remarked Quentin in a
which went no further than his

speak,

- Just as the troop tr

little. A dog which

low voice,

comrade’s ear.
A bright flash and sharp repovt followed

the ehallenge, and a ball whistled through the
th cket. i )

« Ay, fire away,” soliloquised- Quentin.
¢ Ve seldom hit when ye can see. It’s no
&’ll dae muckle better i’ the dark.”

The ~dog, however, having discovered the
track of the hidden men, rushed up the bank
toward them. The shepherd picked up «
stoue, and, waiting till the animal was near
enough, flung it with such true aim that the
dog went howling back to the road. On this
a volley from the carbines of the troopers cut
up the bushes all around them.

«¢ That'll dae noo. Come awa’, Wull,” said
the shepherd, rising and proceeding farther
into the thicket by a scarce visible footpath.
¢ The horses canna follow us here unless they
hae the legs an’ airms o’ puggies. As for the
men, they'd have to cut a track to let their
big boots pass. Ve may tak’ it easy, for
they're unconimon slow at loadin’.”

In a few minutes the two friends were be-
vond all danger. Returning then to the road
about a mile farther on, they continued to
journey until

they had left the scene of the
reat commuaion far behind them, and when
gav dawned they retired to a dense thicket in
a hollow by the banks of o little burn, and
there rested till near sunset, when the jour-
ney was resumed. That night they experi-

iderable delay owing to the intense

enced consi
darkness. Towards dawu the day following
Quentin Dick led his companion into a wild,

thickly-wooled place which seemed formed
by nature as a place of refuge for a hunted
creature—whether man or beast.

Intering the mouth of what seemed to be a
cavern, he bade his companion wait. ~Pres-
ently a sound, as of the cry of some wild bird,
was heard, It was answered by a similar cry
in the far distance. Soon after the shepherd
returned, and, taking his companion by the
hand, led him into the cave which, a few
paces from its mouth, was profoundly dark.
Almost immediately a glimmering light ap-

A few steps farther, and Wallace

peared.
rdinary

found himself in the midst of an extrao
scene.

The cavern at its inner extremity was an
apartment of considerable size, and the faint
light of a few lanterns showed that the place
was clonded by smoke from a low fire of wood
that burned ai the upper end.  Here, stand-
ing, seated, and reclining, were assembled all
sorts and conditions of men—some in the

rime and vigour of life; some bowed with
the weight of years ; others, both young and
old, gaunt and haggard from the influence of
disease and suffering, and many giving evi-
deunce by their aspect that their days on earth
were numbered. Some, by the stern contrac-
tion of brow and lip, seemed to suggest that
submission was the last thought that would
enter their minds, but not a few of the party
wore that look of patient endurance which is
due to the influence of the Spirit of (iod—not
to mere human strength of mind and will.
All seemed to be famishing for want of food,
while ragged clothes, shaggy beards, hollow
cheeks, and unkempt locks told eloquently of
the long years of Lodily and mental suffering
which had been endured under ruthless perse-

cution.

CuaPTER V.—RISKS AND REFUGES.

ImMMEDIATELY on entering the cave in
which this party of Covenanters had found a
temporary shelter, Will Wallace learned the
reason of the large supply of provisions which
he and his comrade had carried.

«T've brought this for ye frae Andrew
Black,” said Quentin, taking the wallet from
bis shoulder and presenting it to a man in
clerical costume who advanced to welcome
him. ** He thought ye might stand in need o’

victuals.”’

¢ Kver thoughtful of his friends; I thank
him heartily,” said the minister, accepting
the wallet -—-as also that handed to him l;
Wallace. ““ Andrew is a true helper of the
persecuted ; and I thank the Lord who has
put it into his heart to supply us at a time
when our provisions are well-nigh exhausiced,
Our. numbers have been uunexpectedly iu-
creased Ly the arrival of some of the unfortu-
nates recently expelled from Lanark.”

“From Lanark |7 echoed Wallace as he
glanced eagerly round on the forlorn throng.
*Can you tell me, sir, if a Mr. David Spmce
and a Mrs. Wallace bas arrived from that
quarter *”

“] have not heard of them returned the
minister, a8 he emptied the wallets and began
to distribute their conteuts to those around
him. —*¢ Ah, here is milk—I'm glad our friend
Black thought of that, for we have a poor
dying woman here who can eat nothing solid.
Here, Webster, take it to her.”

With a sudden sinking at the heart Wallace
followed the man to whom the milk had been
given. Might not. this dying woman, he
thought, be his own mother? %‘rue, he had
just been told that no one with her name had
yet sought refuge there; but, there was a
bare possibility and—anxiety does not reason!
As he crossed to a spot where several persons
were bending over a couch of straw, a tre-
mendous clap of thunder shook the solid walls
of the cavern. This was immediately followed
by a torrent of rain, the plashing of which
outside suggested that all the windows cf
heaven had been suddenly opened. The inci-
dent was patural enough in itself, but the
anxious youth took it as a bad owen, aud
tremhled as he had never before trembled at
the disturbances of nature. Oue glance, how-
ever, sufficed to relieve his mind. The dying
woman was young. Delicate of constitution by
nature, long exposure'to damp air in caves,
and cold beds oun the grouud, with bad and
insufficient food, had sealed her doom. Lying
there, with hollow cheeks, eyes closed “aud
lips deathly pale, it seemed as if the spirit had
already fled.

¢ Oh, my ain Lizzie !” cried a poor woman
who knelt beside her.

*“ Wheesht, mither,” whispered the dying
wonian, slowly opening her eves; ‘it is the
Lord’s doing—shall not the Judge of &’ the
earth do right? We'll understand it &’ some
day-—forever wi’ the Lord !”

The last words were awdible only to the
mother’s ear. Food for the body, even if iv
could have availed ber, came too late.
Another moment and she was in the land
where hunger and thirst are unknown— where
the wicked cease from troubling, aud the
weary are at rest.

The mourners were still standing in silence
gazing on the dead, when a loud noise and
stamping of fect was heard at the entrance of
the cave. l'urning round they saw several
drenched and haggard persons enter, among
them a man supporting—almost carrying
—a woman whose drooping figure betokeucd
great exhaustion.

“Thank you, O thank you; I—I'm better
now,” said the woman, looking up with a
weary yet grateful expression at her pro-
tector.

Will Wallace sprang forward as he heard
the voice. ¢ Mother! mother!” he cried,
and, next moment, he had her in his arms.

The excitement coupled with extreme
fatigue was almost too much for the poor
woman. She could not speak, but with a
sigh of contentment, allowed her head to fall
upon the broad bosom of her son.

Accustomed as those hunted people were to
scenes of suffering, wild despair, and some-
times, though not often, o bursts of sudden
joy, this incident drew general attention and
sympathy—except, indeed, from the mother
of the dead woman, whose poor heart was for
the moment stunned. Several women—oue of
whom was evidently a lady of some position
—crowded to Will’s assistance, and conveyed
Mrs. Wallace to a recess in the cave which
was curtained off.  Here they gave her food,
and changed her soaking garments. Mean-
while her brother, David Spence—a grand-
looking old man of gentle manners and refined
mind—gave his nephew an account of the
manner in which they had been driven from
their home.

““What is the matter with vour hands,
uucle 7 usked Will, observing that both were
bandaged.

“Tlhey tried the thumbscrews on me,” sald
Spence with a pitiful smile, glancing at his
injured members. “* They wanted to force me
to sign the Bond, which [ declined todo —first,
because it required me to perform impos-
sibilities ; and, second, because is was such as
no Government in the world has a right to
exact or freemen to sign. 'They were going
to put the boot on me at first, but the otficer
in command ordered them to try the thumb-
screws. This was lucky, for a man may get
along with damaged thumbs, but it would

have been hard to travel with crippled legs!
I held out though, until the pain becamc so

great that I couldn’t help giving a tremend
yell. This seemed to touch the officer w?:}f
pity, ‘fnr he ordered his men to let : g
be.  Xoon aficerw;mls your mother uudmi
zfﬂ:lg:(’l’ to give thew the slip, and we came
wml:iub why came yon here, uncle ?” asked
L Beeause I don’t want
Edinburgh and hanged, l?csiﬁ?esbea.ffgrl‘“l:]ea:‘?
ing of your tempcrary settlement with Black
I thought the safest place for your moth ;
would be Leside yourself.” *
When Wallace explained the cause of his
own journey, and the condition of the dis-
trict around Black’s farm, the plans of David
Spence had to be altered. He 1epolved, after
consideration aud prayer, to take t:) the
mountains aud remain in hiding, while Mrs
Wallace should go to Edinburgh, as already
planned, and live with Mrs, Black. Y

(To be continued. )

>

Cause and Bffect.
BY MARGARET VANDEGRIPT,

A LiTTLE dinner part, i :
. party was in progress down
While above stairs, in the vas :
lonely little Fred. purmery, was »
*“There is nothing left to do!” he sighed
““That elock is very slow, ‘
And when nurse does finish supper, she
will put me straight to bed {”

“ Now, if they’d let me play with that ! 7
he Jooked upon the wall, .
And gently pushed u chair along before
hin, as he spoke—

““ I really would not mischief it, or worry it
and"1 o ' "
And eel quite prett i g

mend it, lif it b{x’oke}!,’?srmm ! “’O“N

About five minutes after this, the doer-bell

rang, and low
The servant to the master whispersd, ** Sir
he’s at the door—- '

The messenger you rang for,”

master, ‘““No;
He's made some stupid blunder.”
thought of it nu more.

feplied the

And he

Five minutes passed ; a sound of wheels ; the
_servant came to say :

* The carriage 1s a-waiting, siv,—belike it's

come too early,

Buv the man is very positive you rang for o

cuppay.”’

1 didn't,” said the master, and his iovk
and tone were surly.

In the same mysterious manner u policeman
cams and went,
Aud a doubtful look was growing uow upon
the master’s face ;
An idea had occurred to him of what the
mystery mncant,
And he was just preparing to jollow np the
tr.ce—

When, lo! “ A burst of thunder-sound,” —
the engine drew up proudly, ’
Close foowed by the hose-cart; and dire
confusion grew,

But the master fromn his door-step by shouting
- wildly, loudly, T
Was in time to stap the dels ‘twa

all that he couid do. v, and s

Straightway to the alarm he i cap-

g tured Magter Froddy, went, and cap

Who sobbeil, * Louly gave it such a little

little jerk ! '

I didn’t mean to start it—just to try if it was
ready ; :

I wanted - all I wanted was to sec i it

would work ! '

Wuar Do You Wisu ?—Here is a good
point well made by The Young People’s
Standard @ *‘For the prayer éervicé il;
the Junior meeting it is well to ask the
children some such questien as, * What d(;
you wish to ask God for to-day?’ After a
number of objects of prayer have been
namul, everyone should have an opper-
tunity to offer a scntence prayer. The idea
of definiteness in prayer can be taught in
no better way.”

_ AGREEABLE ALL AROUND !—“T purpose
introducing some new features into t}.1e
service,” said the Rev. Mr. Textual. *‘All
right |7 remarked Foge, ““New features
in that pulpit are just what [ have Been
louging for for the last year or two.”
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PLEASANT HOURS.

A Lullaby.

SLEEP, baby, sleep,
Mother her watch is keeping;

Slowly, slowly fades the light,
Softly, softly falls the night ; ]
Moonbeams tender, round us gleaming,
\Whisper that ’tis time for dreaming,
Hush, my dear, the world is sleeping—

Sleep, baby, sleep.

Rocking—rocking to and {ro,

Off to Slumberland we go,

Where the fairies’ mystic song

Echoes sweetly all night long ;

Rocking—rocking to and fro,

Off to Slumberland we go;
Sleep, baby, sleep.

Sleep, baby, sleep,
mland vespers are ringing,
(I}):fl:ly, gently Iziows.the stream 1, .
Sweetly, sweetly, bright stars gleam ;
Silver dews are softly falling, o
Dreamland sprites are calh’ng, calling :
Visions sweet to thee they’re bringing ;
Sleep, baby, sleep.

Rocking—rocking to and fro,
Off to Slumberland we go;
Down the stream we're floating now,
Mother’s kisses on thy brow.
Rocking—rocking to and fro,
Little one to Dreamland go;

Sleep, baby, sleep.

Sleep, baby, sleep,
Sweet, sunny eyes now closing,
Smiling, smiling in your sleep,
At the fairies’ secret deep ;
Golden curls in wavy splendour
Woo thee now with kisses tender ; .
Naught shall harm thy sweet reposing 3
Sleep, baby, sleep.

leep, baby, sleep,
Rocksingp—rocking to and fro,
Off to Slumbelrla?q Yve’gscgng
Jistening to the fairies’
i?iz‘;etinggtound us all night long ;
Rocking—rocking to and fro,
Off to Slumberland we go,
Off we go! Off we go!
Sleep, baby, sleep.

—————t S ———————

We ought be holy because God con-
mands it.

LESSON NOTES.
THIRD QUARTLER.
LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF OUR LORD.

A.D. 26.] LESSON VI

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS.
Mark 1. 1-11.

[Aug. 5.

Memory verses, 9-11.
GoLpeN TExT. '

Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.—Mark 1. 11,

OUTLINE,

1. The Voice in the Wilderness, v. 1.8, -
2. The Voice from Heaven, v, 9-11.

Tive.—A.D. 26. 'The opening of the year
preliminary to Christ’s most public work,

called the Year of Preparation, or Year of
Obscurity.

PLaces.—The wilderness of Judea. The
banks of the Jordan River, not far north of
the Dead Sea. Nazareth,

Rurrrs. — Tiberius, Emperor of Rome.
Pontius Pilate, Procurator of Judea. Herod
Antipas, Tetrarch of Galilee,

ExpPLANATIONS,

1. “The begiuning of the Gospel ”—The
beginning of the story rather, which ig the
Gospel.  Gospel means good news ; the bhe.
gimiing of the story of how the < good news
came to men.

2. ““In the prophets ”
had been written and
and which were a part
tures.

3. ““The voice of one,” ete,
I am the man who was to ¢
ness, as foretold, ‘* Prepare ye,” ete. ¢ Make
his paths straight ”—Or, make straight the
the paths for his feet ; that is help him o g
about his work with directness and certainty,

4. “‘ Baptisin of repentance P A symbolic
act, announcing the purpose of the one bap-
tized to live a changed life, ‘¢ Remission of
sins*—This remission was to come from
Jesus the Christ, and was not made sare by
John’s baptism.

5. ““ All the land of Judea”
habitauts of the land.
powerfully John preached.

6. ‘“Clothed with camel’
made from stuff woven
which was u coarse material comman among
the peasants. ** A girdle of a skin ”—This is
another evidence of hig poverty. He could
not have the girdles worn by his more forty.

—In the books which
left by the prophets,
of the Jewish Serip-

This means,
ry in the wilder-

—All the in-
This shows how

8 hair ”—Clothin
from camel’s hair,

B

nate countrymen, but cut liis own from the

skins of beasts. ¢ Hag locusts and  wild
houey "—Still another proof’ hiow poor he
was, and that in his fare he was allied to the
wandering Bedouins,

7. * Latchet of whose shoes *'—The thong
by which the sandal was fastened to the foot,
To unloose it was & menial’s office,

Home Reapivgs,
M. The baptism of Jesus,
Tu. Fu.;ﬁl.l;ng all righteousnesa, — Matt, 3.
-17.

W. John’s witness,—John 1, 15.28,
Th. The Spirit's witness,—-J ohn 1, 29.34.
F. ¢ \¥hat ghall we do?”—Acts 9. 36-41.
8. Baptized into Christ. —Rom, 6. 1.1},
Su. Another heavenly voice, —2Peterl. 16.2].
PracricaL TEACHINGS,
Where in this lesson are we
1. The need of repentance ?
2. The duty of baptism ?
3. The divinity of Chrigt?
- Tur Lissoy CaTEcHISM,
1. About what does Mark ‘the

—Mark 1. 1-11,

taught—

s u evangelist
write? ¢“The Gospel of the Son of God.” 9,
How does it begin? “In the preaching of
John.” 3, Wha

t did he preach ¢
tism of repentance.” 4.

his preaching fulfil? ¢ Prepare ye the way,”
ete. 5. In what did his work culminaté?

*“In the baptism of Jesus,” g, What wag
uttered from heaven ?

“The \a)ap-
What prophecy did

Golden Text; «“Th
art my beloved Son,” ete, ot
DocrriNaL SUGGEST]ON.»The divinit
s vinity of

Carecuism Qursrioy.

May these various blessings be lost 2
Yes; Dbelievers m

2y fail to" believe and
watch ; they may cease to he diligent in
duty, and thus may lose these

Slessixl s for.
ever? . g

GIVE THE BOYS A TRADE

Go where you will, you will fing Youths
entering manhood withg 1

for the struggle before the

. grinding poverty,
This ought not to be. Everybodgyli)s just{y

entitled to a trade, and he ought to have
the chance to master one,

l\glanybsons of poor pareuts, and mgap
orphan boys, ar 'd to fore,
Inestimable benefits of ap i g0 the

of poverty ail thejr lives
oys in town and country ! }
trade. Tt will be % ang e

: your surest ang 1,
friend through life, arents ! oS
ever else you come shor

see to this matter, Y,
the happiness and com

u will be ensuring
fort of your sons,

side.

T
—He Searches the Scripture.—p
read the Bible, Waldo 1 it ) ye(; !y:i.)llf
?ost eveé'y da)i,” replied the littla Boston
0y.  ‘“Scarcely g dy HEY i
reading I do n(}:t fin bino refonnt I m

¢ 1 find some reference to it
which requires verification,”

/
Recruiting Song. L

Dedicated to the *“Douglas ” B

E

BY REV. H. A, FISH.

”
TuNE—* Lily of the VQM'H' ol
WE are a band of soldiers, e®

for the King ! - i
Even Josus, our Great CoP ,
4, who vé

gone before ; .
We are every one determmeing’ |
joined the Douglas vl:e fgithf“
Of Christ’s army, to \
evermore. i of ¢hisl
Let no one be discouraged, .
too young ) &
) Wit}:v:h:refoe iny mortal comPb®! ”
CIH . sth U8
For “:ggaﬁord of Hoets Ilﬂ“"l:’: !
we fear no challenge l‘:o p b
By the enemy, malicious
rage.

i , ber®
Our ranks include no traitor®
all are staunch and ﬂ‘;°n for th*
To the pledges they have takel
right ; eady 0 dar?
Each one is brave and loysl, r : »
an Q— rm
In this way our soldiers keep their 8! .
ri ht. ncy
By self-d%nying service, and consta
rayer,
We I;han.ll come off more than cO i
by his power ; od
Though “foes around us gather we né t
once despair. nd might!
For Our Saviour i a strong &
tower,

dor®
»__tfent
*“ Be strong and of good courage, . ,
throughout the fight, papsér 827
This shall be our motto on our mith hapPy
And when others see us marching, ¥
faces bright,
They will wish to s
they may. a victosy
And when the conflict’s over, an: § i
won, it dov',
In heavenly places we shall then i:‘t,‘ Go'*
When, welcomed by our Capte .
well-beloved Son ; the ero¥
We shall lay aside the helmet for the

o 80
_and
join our ranks—¥

+ o
¢ioM

uest?
—*“Ywant to ask one more QU¥t,

said little Frank as he was being an>

- ad
ed. “Well 9’ acquiesced the t{:ix: 3 wha
ma. ‘““When holes come in stoc ﬁat wed

ecomes of the piece of ﬂt‘)ﬁkin g
there before the hole came ? .

—_—
RESCUED |\ T\NE

A TEMPERANCE TALE

By C. WiLsON.

GALT, ONT.

Cloth . . price, $1:9%

jch

This admirable 'story, "h;; o

we have just placed on ole.
market, is worthy of a large

The author strongly depl‘:j
the evils of the drink traffic, ® in
traces the social wreck and ruo
of many to the gllureme“t't o
the glass. He presents als0 .
brighter side, and proves the
grace of God mightier than st
unhallowed spell of sinful
petite,

S
Every Sunday-school llb""'_':th

ahould see that this work |

once placed in the library. -
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