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CHRISTIAN BANNER.

*1f any man speak, let him speak ag the oracles of Gol.”?
¢ This is love, that we walk after his commandments.”?
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NEW YEAR'S SALUTE.

On the opening of a new year, as we prepare to go forth agaia with fresh
energy topreach and to plead under the only pure banner beneath the heaveuns
—the banner of the Cross--we have more than a usual desire to salute with chris-
dan greeting the prominent friends of the Lord’s work of reform who are living
laborers in the great ficld of the world to sow the‘ good secd of the king-
dom,” which is the living word of the living God.

Itis currently but erroneously supposed in various parts of these British
Provinees and the United States, that the disciples are only a weak few, with
a very slight and scattered quorum of public advocates. Quite true, the disci-
ples are not so numerous as is desirable, and it is entirely too true thata whole
army of pleaders and teachers is needed to supply the calls and exigencies ofthe
times. Let it be said also, thateven if there were as few disciples as Elijah
thought there were true worshipers in his tie, the principles of truth would
still be the same, and the plea for the gospel of Christ, unadulterated and un-
mized, would be every way asreliable and valuable. Suill, there is with some
meua potent argumentin numbers. We may therefore serve two purposes
while greeting the beloved who are fellow workers in the affairs of the Christinn
government. We may stimulate and cultivate the pure pulsings of spiritual
atfection, and at the same time convince cotemporaries that the brotherhood of
disciples is neither diminutive nor weak,

. Editors, who are personally known, are entitled to salutation ¢ first of'all.’ We
therefore very respectfully greet brethren A. Campbell, R. Richardson, A. W.
Campbell, W. K. Pendleton, R. L. Coleman, W. W, Eaton, C. L. Loos, Dr. S. E.
Sheppard, aud ex-editor Burnet, atl of whom have their dwelling place and the
seat of their labors between the city of New York and the Queen of the West,
Cincinnati. Ifthe cause of reformation had no writers except these, the canse
in America would be ably, discreetly, and zealously maintained. Brother Camp-
bell has occupiod the Writing-Chair some thirty five years. Friend Coleman
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4 THE CERISTIAN BANNER.

and neighbor Eaton have used the pen not far from twenty years, if our arithme-
tic is notastray. A happy New Year to these editorial laborers !

Then there are editors, whowm, * though not having seen, we love.” The oldest
of these, although perhaps not the oldest man, is brother J. M. Mathes, of Indi-
ana; then brother B. Franklin, next our southern neighbor T. Fanning, and our
most southerly friend €. Kendriek, and ex-editor J. 1. Johnson of Kentucky,
who has used a better instrument than a Kentucky rifle to slay the enemics of
the Great King, Side by side with theso veterns, stand up J. 8. Lamar, A. G.
Thomas, R. Milligan, Dr. Walsh, E. 0. Orvis, J. A. Butler, B, F. Manire, ex-cdi-
tor W. Scott, . Lipscomb, D. Bates, D. P. Henderson, J. Boggs, 0. B. Burgess,
aad J. Challen, who live and labor between Pennsylvania and Texas, and be-
tween Georgia and Iowa. Great happiness may cach and all of them enjoy, and
may their happiness be well mixed with usefulness !

Beyond the wide ocean, in England and Wales, we greet the good brethren J.
Wallis and J. B. Rotherham, desiring them a whole load of heaven’s rich bless-
ings during 1857,

As helpers and fellow workers with these ranks ~f editors such correspondents
as Walthal, Ilcushell, Creath, Rowe, Goss, Goodwin, Plattenburg, Joyner,

srrevt, Jones, Rains, Ilall, Shaunon, Fall, Carman, IHayden, Munncl, Hartzeil,
Youuyg, Hoshour, and others are deserving of emphatic rotice and worthy of
earnest christian greeting.  These brethren not ouly labor in word, preaching
and teaching with great constancy, but they feed the Press as they have oppor-
tenity, and thus circulate themselves and extend their labors widely and propi-
tiously. "Heaven swiles upon suchmen. The love and grace of the Lord be

with them.

Thus, without counting the periodical for these Provinces of Iler Majesty, we
bave saluted full fifty editors and contributing writers, who, as the weeks and
tao months roll round, work diligently in the vineyard to destroy the roots as
well as the upper growth of tradition, an™ look after the Lord’s hushandry accor-
disg tothe life models left by vine-dressers who were cntrusted with directions

from\thc Master himself.

Preachers next. And here the grace of charity will permit us to commenee the
work of salution within the regions of home. We sometimes, nay, oftimes,
roclcon how rich we are in brother preachers! Every saint, yea, the least of the
Lord’s little onies, is worth more, in the estimate of the soul of love, than the
brightest and richest diamond that ever glistened on the person of a French
Rueet. A man therefore who is personally acquainted with only a thousand
pure brethren, feels himself immensely wealthy in spiritual stock, for every one
of thewn is not only a refative off the ¥ixalted Prince, a chosen heir of the heavenly
iaheritance, but a divine gem and a spiritual jewel enrichifg every one encircled
ia the holy fraternity. But a preacher, a faithful preacher of the good word of
(iud, who has the trials and the labors of others upon him, and whose zeal is
strred up and whose effort is called out to save himselfand save others,—he is
a religious banker, with a mine of wealth ; and every such workman, whese soal
s flled with the fuluess of God, &8 enriched beyond ull reckoning as he addy
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preacher after preacher on his list of brotherly acquaintances and personal
friends.

With the utmost dispatch we hasten to our religious home in the territory of
Eramosa, saluting, in Christian love, brethren Black, Anderson, Parkinson, But-
chart, Mitchell, and it brother Royee still preaches we fail not to greet him also.
Going overto Erin, ten miles north, we are happy in saluting onc or two of the
brethren McMillens who are valuable preachers, though they have not, we be-
lieve, preached out of their own neighborhood. A joyful New Yeartoall !

Northward, at Creemore, St. Vincent, and Owen Sound, we find brethren
Tood, ‘Trout, and Stephens, all of whom deservea warm salute. Taking a wide
circuit, we halt at Lobo to salute brother Sinclair; at Dorchester to greet brother
Sheppard ; at Berlin to shake hands with brother Bamford ; at Wainfleet to
exchange compliments with brother 7T. Bradt; at Jordan to hail friend Clen-
denan. Religious New Year's gifts to all these brethren !

Passing to other regions, a moment is spent at Esquesing to grect brother Men-
zies ; at Toronto to salute brother Scott ; and somewhere west of Bowmanville
we hail with Christian affection brothers Kilgour and Lister whe labor uninter-
ruptedly in the work of proclaiming the Lord’s gospel. At Brougham we forget
not friend Barclay, and at Darlington the old gentlemam Burke, and at Bow-
manville neighbor Harvy. At Cobourg friend Elvins; at Hillier H. Ainworth ;
and at Athol near Picton J. Dlatt, although not now able to speak for lack of
physical strength.  The Father in heaven crewn all these with his loving kind-
ness.

Next we ought to salute such publie friends of Christ as brethren Layton,
Binclair, Stewart, Motrisou, R. Bentley, A. Holmes, Yager, Overholt, G. Thomp-
son, W. Palmor, H. Wood, Laird, W. Elliot, A. Farewell, Stripp, J. Simpson, 1.
VanCamp, Pomeroy, Trumpeur, Werden, Wells, Whitney, Lambert, Legate,
Densmore, and others, )

In New Brunswick, &¢calito mind four speaking brethren—Hewitt, Barna-
biv, Alien, and Barnes.  Grace and peace be with them, now, hereafter, and
always.

Of Nova Beotia and the Island of Prince Edward, what shall we say? Con-
cerning those seen by us, the list of public speakers and active public brethren,
is, we believe, as follows :—Brethren Crawford, McDonald, Wallace, Pickings,
Sillars, Livingston, Wood, Lang, Minard, Jaekson, Barnaby,’Stevenson, Fuller-
von, Griffith, Harvie, Vaughan, Bailey, Lavers, Stevens. Toall of them we offer
a full measure of Christian salutation.

Crossing the British and American line, we greet by wholesale a host of relig-
fous relatives who are in the habit of delivering the message of heaven to mes.-
Parmley, Benedict, Lowell, Bartlet, Loomis, Chase, Brown, Benton, Cook, John-

- son, Laing, Bush, Rounds, Vineke, Goodrich, McCarty, White, Moody, Birdeel,

8treator, have doue and are doing their part as preachers in the state of New
York jand friends Wilson, Walkup, Cavan, Nearing, Noble, Crandall, Wells,
Yail, Knapp, Rochwell, Allen, Hershey, Drake, Picrce, and brethren of this
"L‘«?:Sp greatly assist in the arduous work. We salute them as beloved e the
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The two preachers we have seen in Pennsylvania, friend McDougal and neigh.
bor Streator, are zealous and worthy—they are remembered in  Christain court-
esy. Yesand brother Church there, must be included asone of the preachers
whom we have seen and heard.

In Ohio we salute a host under the Chiaf Captain : brothers W, Hayden, A. B,
Green, Jones, Cooley, Webb, Regal, Perkey, Bosworth, Adamson Bently, W. Les-
lie, Dearborn, (removed to Kentucky,) Lanphear, Brocket, Robertson, Clapp,
Pow, Stark, Whitaker, Moss, Law, Gaston, (now in Illinois) Ewing, Mellish, and
two or three others, whom we greet in spirit, and without a stop and withous
even noticing state lines we joyfully salute P.S.Fall, McEKenncy, B.F. Iall,
Lard, Lindsay, Christopher, Runyan, Linn, L. Correll, Perry, Langley, Baxter,
Henley, Parish, Crow, Enos Campbell, Stevens, Slosson. Such is a list of preach-
ers whom we number among our personal acquaintance, whose faith and love
are made manifest ; and here we ought to affectionately greet such choice friends
and active members of the pure famnily as W. Bradt, Graybriel, of Williamsville,
Summy, J. A. Campbell, McKeever, Stricker, Slaughter, Hibbard, Craw,
Denslow, Mann, Gotwalt, Waldo, C. Lesslie, J. B. Crane, «c,

Here, then, are over one hundred preachers engaged in pleading the primitive
gospel, whose acquaintance we have formed, besides another hundred of principal
brethren who occupy themselves more or less publicly in ‘he poiitics of the
Qreat Prince. But every editor we have named is, with a single exception, a
preacher also ; and though not personally familiar with all, yet we so frequent-
ly enjoy their company through the Press, that we set them all down asa por-
tion of our riches in the preacher department. We claim, therefore, to know
and tolabor with one hundred and fifty preachers in our effortsto turn men from
traditionary idols to the only living and true God. But we are familiar with the
names and standing of from eighty to one hundred more who plead the Lord’s
truth ; and how cheering to glance over thestate of Ohio and see fifty thousand
disciples— over Kentucky and find forty thousand—over Mississippi and behold
seven thousand—over Indiana and Hlinois and salute seventy thousand—ovey
Texas and observe from three to five thousand—over Pennsylvania and Virginia
and bail from twenty to thirty thousand—over these Provinces and greet from
six to seven thousaud—over England and Scotland and count some four thous-
and. Iowa, Missouri, Georgia, Tennessee, with Maryland, Wisconsin, New York,
and Michigan contain brethern disciples numbering from twenty-five to thirty-
five thousand. The whele of them form a goodly company ; and ifthey areal
active pilgrims along the narrow way, walking in love and led by the Spirit,they
will not only be made kings of priests in the everlasting palace and temple of Gud,
but they will meanwhile have the pleasare of winning over to their ranks from
the rebellious host many a lost wanderer. Hence, then, with heavenly messen-

gers above us, and a delightful company of brethren around us,and the Lord on ;

his throne, let us fight the fight of faith with the vigor and valor of true men.
D. 0.
New Year’s Day, 1857.
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HEAVEX AND THE SAINTS.

That heaven is not & mere figure of spesch as some would seem to
teach, is evident from the things affirmed of it by the Lord. That the
term like others is used in the Bible figuratively and also literally we
admit, and that it has more than one literal meaning may also be true,
but that it means no more than the space occupied by the atmosphere
of this world is not admissible by any one who belives the Bible true.

The figurative meaning we do not design to consider, nor yet all the
literal scnses in which the word is used; but enquire first, is there a
place orlocality called heaven? Without offering any conjecture about
what kind of a place heaven is or where it is located, we say there is a
place called heaven made known which is not connected with this
world, “Thus saith the Lord the heaven is my throne and earthis my
footstool ; where is the house that ye builded me? and where is the
place of my rest?” Isa 66, 1. Here the idea of heaven being a place
is evidently taught very plainly, and carth as a place is contrasted with
it and shown to be as much inferior to it as a footstool is to a throne.
Stephen it is said, in Acts 7 : 55, looked up steadfastly into heaven and
saw the glory of God. Iere something more is intended than a mere
figure of speech or an illusion to the skies. And no man hath ascend-
ed up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven even the Son of
man which isin heaven, John 3 : 1s. And he said unto them, When
ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven so in earth, Luke
11: 2. In both these quotations, the Saviour by'the term heaven,
certainly does not mean our atmosphere nor yet the whole of that end-
less space over which God’s boundless and majestic domain is spread,
but that locality which is affirmed to be God’s throne. Again in He-
brews 9: 24, it is said, For Christ hath not entered into the holy places
made with hands which are the figures of the true ; but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for ns. If heaven is not a
place but merely God’s presence which extends through all space, then
everything whether on this earth or not must be in heaven. In the
last quotation it is not said that the Saviour merely left the world or
went away into boundless space, but that he went « info heaven itself
and in it he will remain till he comes the * second time without a sin-
offering.” Heaven then is God’s throne, and there the Saviour sits
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enthroned in majesty on the Father’s right hand to await the subjuga-
tion of all his encmies. Whether assome have supposed heaven be the
great centro of all things or not, around which “ worlds cternal piled”

in countless millions revolve, yet one thing is certain, mortal vision has

not penetrated its infinite rccesses nor human tongue described the
effulgenco of its radiant glories.

In connection with the above we would present a few thoughts on the
importance of heaven to the saints, as being the piace where their hepe
will be consummated and pleasure endlessly enjoyed. As man is more
prone to walk by sight than by faith, so many are very desirous to find
a home on earth for the rightcous, and make all his anticipations tori »
no higher than the planting of vineyards and olive gardens and ecating
their fruit, and building houses and inhabiting them, in having flocks
and tents ond enjoying the fruits of their labors. True, these say the

carth is to be purified, but does the tilling of land, the harvesting of |

crops, and tending flocks, look like wearing the crown of life clothed in

white robes and singing songs before the throne of God and the Lamb ;

forever. Whatever the employment and enjoyments of the saints shall
be hereafter, we feel warranted in saying that it will be something
more noble and elevated than the tilling of land to gratify appetite by
ite products. In treating on this subject we design to rely only on plain
literal declarations of scripture, and not on oppositions of figurative and
symbolical portions. Will the rightcous dwell hereafter on this ecarth
or in heaven? Whatsaith the Scriptures? Ilear the Saviour answer
this question. When Peter after hearing that the Lord was going
away enquired whither “ gocst thou ;” Jesus answered him, whither I
g0, thou canst not follow me now ; but thou shalt follow me afterwards,”
John 18:86. Where then was the Saviour going? Iear him again,
«Inmy Father’s house are many mansions, if it were not so I would
have told you: I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself ;
that where I am ye may be also.” John 14: 2,8. The Lord does not
say that he will stay with the disciples on carth but that he will come
again to receive them and they shall be where he is.  “Ifor our conver-
sation isin heaven ; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ.” Phil. 3: 20. We observe here that Dr. Macknight
renders this verse thus ; “But we are citizens of heaven, whence also we
-earnestly expeet the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” This rendering
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is not only preferable but expresses clearly the idea intended by the
apostle, for the word rendered conversation does not mean so but citizen-
ship. Ifthen the saints are always to dwell on earth and never to ben
heaven how, can they be said to have a citizenship in heaven. This
plainly agrees with the Saviour’s promise to come again andreceive hig
people to himself to be with him and enjoy their citizenship in heaven.
¢ But Christ being come, an high priest of good things to come, by a
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is toray
not of this building ; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by
his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained
cternal redemption for us.” Heb. 9 : 11, 12.

From this we learn that our Lordand Saviour entered mnot into an
carthly holy place, but into the heavenly; the true tabernacle. In
connexion with this, read again verse 24 where we are assured he en-
tered “into heaven itself” now to “appear in the presence of God for us.”
Since we are told Hebrews 6, 19, 20 that the christian’s hope * ente:-
eth iuto that within the veil” and that Jesus has also entered there as

our forerunner, it is evident that the saints shall enter too and abide for

cver in the enjoyment of this glorious realm where peace and joy shall
blend with their triumphant song of praise to the Lamb for cver and
ever. Let us then seek to have a bright hope that our anchor may have
a firm hold within the veil where storms and tempests and sorrow and
sighing shall be all unknown. Wherelife eternal, glory divine, and
love pure and unceasing shall feast the spirits of the just forever.

dJ. B, jr.

UNION—AN INTERESTING DIALOGUE.

CHUAPTER I.

A MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF THE VARIOUS CHURCHES OF THE TOWN
OF UNITY, DEC. 3, 1856,

The meetmg was called to order by appointing brother A., chairman,
and brother B., secretary.

The chairman arose and stated the object of the meeting, as follows :

Desr Brerurey : Being called to the chair, it becomes my duty to
make a brief statement of the objects of our meeting. This duty I
shall proceed to discharge, though not without some embarrassment,
as I am no public man, Many of us bave lamented for years, the di-
vided state of Christian society in our town and vicinity. We have for
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many years prayed for the union of all the children of God. We have
in our private conversations, most solemnly deplored divisions among
those who love Jesus. Our blessed Lord, just before he suffered, prayed
for the union of those who should believe on him, or that they “might
be one;” and we are commanded in Scripture to “be perfectly joined
together, in the same mind and in the same judgment, and that there
be no divisions among us.”” In our present state, these Scriptures are
wholly disregarded. On last Sabbath, our preacher said he considered
it a wise providence of God that we are thus divided. I could not
think he had the spirit of Christ in this. I never did believe that
division was right.

Other things of the same kind are occurring every week, and I am
greatly distressed on account of them. In conversation with others, I
found them in a similar state of mind. , The objects of the meeting are
to determine the cause of this state of things, and what is to be done.
I hope, therefore, brethren, you will express your minds freely. We
have come to a crisis.

Brother C. arose and said :

Brother Chairman :—T feel the importance of the remarks you have

. just made ; and, though no speaker, I consider it my duty, at this eri-

sis, to give utterance toa few words. Lam in much trouble on account
of our divided state; and I am more convinced of the sinfulness of
divisions among Christians than ever before. I am suffering much on
account of this <vil ; more, perhaps, than you know of. My wife, with
whom I have lived twenty yearsasa Christian, in the utmost peace
and harmony, bas lately been immersed and united with the Baptists.
Being myself a Methodist, I can not now, according to the rules of the
Baptist Church, commune with my own wife, either in her church or
my own. This appears to me to be entirely unlike the spirit of Christ
—that the husband and wife, both Christians, should be debarred from
sitting together at the Lord’s table. There must be something wicked
in such a spirit of disunion, in having somany churches. I would that
1 had never heard of but one church. What is the cause of this evil ?

. Can not wise men devise some means to avoid it? Our preacher says

we are all agreed on the great fundamentals of -religion, and that the
matters upon which we are divided are not essential. If this is the
case, why not let every man have his own opinion on those things not

 essential, and nét make a bar of fellowship of them? T we are only
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divided upon things not essential, but one in essentials, I am in favor
of uniting upon the essentials, upon which we are all agreed, and let
every man think as he pleases upon the non-essentials. ’

Brother D., a Baptist, rose and said :

Brother Chairman :—1I must say with the brother who has just spo-
ken, that being only a private member, I feel some embarrassment in
attempting to make a speech ; but the preachers all say we have the
right of ¢ private judgment” ; and I would add, that I think we have
the right to express our judgment: at all events, I venture to give ut-
terance to my own convictions on the subject in hand. I always, ever
since I knew the love of Christ, have felt distressed on account of divis-
ions among Christians ; but, I have never felt the matter so fully nor
seen the evils of it so clearly, asT have been brought to see them since
one of our daughters joined the Psesbyterian 3hurch, and another joined
the Episcopal church. Since then, George, my son, has become & Uni-
versalist, and my sori Thomas, who, I had hoped would one day make 2
minister, says that we have so many different ways and so little love
and fellowship among us, that he don’t believe in any religion. In the
place of any religious enjoyment, it appears to me that my gray hairs
will be brought down with sorrow to the grave. 'What is the cause of
all this division? Must we continue in such a state? Can anything
be done? As the brother remarked, ¥ have frequently heard the
preachers say that we are all one in the fundamental principles of the
gospel, and that we only differ upon matters not essential. Then why
cannot we unite? Are we not all willing? Surely we are: and there
is no reason why we are not united, only that the preachers dispute
upon non-essentials and keep us separated. In my estimation, there is
one essential we have not got. I believe that union among the children
of God is essential—essential to our domestic and social happiness, to
our Christian enjoyment, the conversion of the world, and the approba-
tion of our heavenly Father. Without it, the great object of the Chris-
tian religion is lost. And I believe that our preachers could, if they
would, unite upon the fundamentals, upon which we are all one in sen-
timent, and make all non-essentials matters of forbearance; and we
ought to require them to do it.

Brother E., a Presbyterian, rose and said :

Brother Chairman :—If I were only a public speaker, I would like to
spesk of the evil under consideration. I had & thought or two arrang-
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ed, but the remarks of the brethren have opened such a field, that I
despair of going over it. Ialways regarded division among Christians
as an evil; but I did not realize what a great evil it was. My wife,
you are aware, was a member of the Methodist church when I married
her. I supposed that we would soon agree upon religion, as we did
upon cverything clse; but in this I found myself mistaken. Every
time the subjeet of religion came up, we fell into argument and disa-
greement, not upon our views of the Seriptures, but the comparative
merits of our creeds, ministers, and churches, which resulted in no very
pleasant feelings, and I feared would destroy our domestic happiness.
To avoid this, we in some way came to a mutual understanding that
each should go to his or her own church, and say nothing about it, not
50 much as to mention any item of news of prosperity or adversity. I
am satisfied that if the preachers of our respective churches saw the
evils of these things as we do, and desired to avoid them, they would
find ground for union, and unite beforc another month; and I believe
they should be required to do so.

Brother I'., a Christian, rose and said :

Brethren :—I have long deplored the evils of which you have spoken.
They are not imaginary evils; nor are your own experiences isolated
cases, such as might be considered exceptions to gencral rules, or such
as rarely oceur; but if the members of churches in every neighborhood
would meet, as we have done, and state their condition, their state-
ments would be similar to yours. But the evils you have mentioned,
though bad, are not a tithe of the evils growing out of divisions among
Christians. In our town we have a population of about one thousand.
Among us we have collected of the people’s money, under th:: plea that
it was for the Lord, sufficient to construct six houses for worship, We
are now rais.ag funds to support six preachers, say at $600 a-year each.
This, too, we tell the people, is for the Lord. To make the matter
worse, these rix preachers spend about two-thirds of their time in de-
fending what they themselves admit to be their sectional peculiarities,
but not essential, and opposing each other. In this way their time is
spent and our money, given in the Lord’s name: and in the place of
the Lord’s cause being built up hy these partizan operations, the bars
of division are made more unrelenting, and infidelity is spreading all
over the land. In this state of things we can never convert the world,
nor bave any real Christian enjoyment and peace in our families, as is
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our privilege under the peaceful reign of ‘Christ. ‘Can we, or shall wo
endute it any longer? 1, for ome, think we are imposed upon; the
cause is imposed upon; and the Tord is disgraced by his professed
friends. What shall we do in this state of things? I consider that
what we freely give, and we ought to give, for the furtherance of the
Lord’s cause, is squandered, and our energies are trifled with, and that
we are not accomplishing the great mission of the Church.

Brother G. said :

Mr. Chairman :—I am no speaker, but I fully concur in what has
been said, and rise not to make a specch, but to offer a resolution. The
main practical point has not been reached, and it is now almost time to
adjourn; I therefore offer the following preamble and resolutions :

Whereas : Division among Christians is ranked among the works of
the flesh, by Paul, and forbidden ; and our Lord prayed that his people
might be one, that the world might belicve ; and, whereas, we have
found from our own experience that division destroys domestic happi-
ness, Christian peace, and fellowship among the members of the same
family, squanders our funds in the crection of six times as many meet-
ing-houses as we need, and the support of six times as many preachers,
who waste their time and talents in opposing each other, and making
bars of fellowship of non-essentials, thus strengthening the hands of in~
Gdelity ; and, whereas, we do not consider oursclves bound by the law
of Christ, to submit to a ministry that either can not or will not deter-
mine the Seriptural ground for the Union of all the people of God, and
unite upon it : therefore,

Resolved, That atter the first day of January, 1857, we will not con-
tribute one farthing to the support of our respective ministers, tiil they
determine the seriptural basis of Christian union, thatthey may unite
upon it themselves, and ourselves with them ; after which, we will sup-
port one of their number as our pastor, and send the other five to preach
Christian union so far as they are able, to all the children of God
throughout the world, and sell the five surplus mecting-houses, and ap-
propriate the proceeds to the support of our poor brethren.

‘When this resolution was read, the house rang with Question!
Question! Question! The question was put, and unaninously car-
ried. ,

Brother B. arose and offered the following, which.was unanimously
adopted :
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Resolved, That we meet three timesa week, from this tim.e to Janu-
ary Ist, 1857, and unite our most fervent prayers to 'Almnghty .God,
that our “preaching brethren may speedily find the scriptural basis for
Christian union ; and when found, that they, with ourselves, may have
50 much of the spirit of Christ a8 to unite upon it.

Adjourned, Prayer by brother A.

RELIGION UNDER THE JEWISH AGE.

The Jewish religion as instituted by Moses, as recorded by Moses in
the five books, has not a single promise, nor a single curse, which looks
beyond time. Whatever previous or subsequent revelations may have
taught—whatever the Patriarchs before Moses, or the Prophets after
him, may have taught, one thing to me, at least, is certain—that Mo-
ses in originating or instituting the Jews’ religion, taught nothing con-
cerning a future state—not a word concerning eternal salvation, or
future and eternal punishment in the Jewish religion. This being a
trath not to be resisted, and if it can, direct me to the chapter and
verse—I say, this being granted, then it must follow that the design
of the Jewish religion and the design of the Christian are not the same.
The former looked exclusively to this present world ; the latter prima-
rily, and almost exclusively, looks to the next.

Long life, health, and abundance of corn, wine, and oil, rivers of milk
and honey, were the blessings which it promised ; and to the disobedi-
ent, wasting and famine, and bitter destruction in their persons, families,
flocks, herds, and property, were the curses which it proposed. A hap-
py nation, enjoying abundance of all earthly good ; victorious and tri-
umphant in war, and secure under the auspices of the Almighty from all
foreign invasion, was the tendency and the consummation of that pecu-
liar constitution under which Israel lived. ¢ How goodly arethy tents
O Jacob! and thy dwellings, O Ysrael ?  *  * % ¥

While they kept the law, or hived agreeably to their institution, they
exhibited to all the world the peculiar happiness of living under the
institutions and protection of the Almighty. And when they trams-
gressed the law, or departed from the divine institutions, the visitations
of Heaven, the judgments and calamities which befel them, taught the
world the awful consequences of departing from the living God.

By the oracles deposited in their sanctuary, by the institutions of
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their religion, by their prosperity and security when obedient, and by
the calamities which befel them as individuals, families, and as a nation
when disobedient, the knowledge of the one only living and true God
was preserved in the world, his meroy and bis justice, his goodness and
his truth were rendered most conspicuous.

They read these records and consider the history of this people, they
study this institution and examine this religion with very little profit,
who do not view it thus, To think that the law of Moses, or the insti-
tation from Mount Sicai, to think that the whole or any part of this
economy had for its object the eternal salvation of the people under it,
is not only to think without reason and contrary to authority, but it is
to confound the whole oracles of God, and to make christianity a mere
continuation of the principle of Jaw amended and improved.

We arc warranted in saying that the enjoyment of eternal salvation
was not derived to the Jews from any thing in their religion but what
was prospective in it; and that it was not instituted for that purpose.
There was a righteousness of law inseparably connected under that
cconomy with the greatest temporal felicity ; and there was a want of
the righteousness of works which superinduced the greatest earthly ca-
lamities. But now ¢ a righteousness without lJaw has been manifested
attested by the law and the prophets”—a rightcousness upon a new
principle, and tending to another inheritance. Under the old constitu-
tion, though a man might be blameless, still he could not relish nor en-
joy the blessings of the life promised under the new institution, unless
born again, unless possessed of a righteousness not revealed but only
attested by the lJaw and the prophets. Yes he might enjoy the life
promised in the old constitution, and he might possess the righteous-
ness required by the law, as Paul boasted he once did ; but except born
of water and of the Spirit, unless he saw, discerned, and relished the '
kingdom of heaven and the righteousness and the life thereof, intothat
kingdom he could not enter. Had Moses himself lived in the time of
Nicodemus, and had they both come to the Messiah at one and the
same tine, he would have told them both what he told this ruler of the
Jews. To Moses the lawgiver, he would have said, * Moses, unless
you are born again, you cannot discern the kingdom of God,and unless
you are born of water and of Spirit, you cannot enter into it.” * *

After the Jewish religion was introduced and established by Moses,
there were no persons set apart to teach it or to preach it. Its genius
being adapted to ose nation cnly, and for temporary and national pur-
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purposes, it looked not for proselytes beyond the commonwealth of “sra-
el : henee it had no preachers, no proclaimers whose business it was to
make proselytes. Congregations were not to assemble to hear discour-
ses, nor was there a single missionary to go out ef the precinets of the
land of promisc to make converts to the institutes of Moscs. This is a
faet of much importance, and ought to be well understood by the judai-

gers of this age, who are now making proselytes from among christian |

disciples to the law of Moses as a rule of life. Noperson was enjoined
to take any steps to extend that religion beyond the children of the

—— s emmm e ety o

flesh of Abraham. Such as wished to become citizensof the common-
wealth, and wished to be incorpozated with the congregation, might, on

their own application and request, be eireumecised and added to the na-

tion as proselytes. But no proselyting institution was set up by the .
suthor of that economy, nor was such a spirit cheriched among the |

people.  The priests were to officiate at the altar, to read the law, and |

to take care of the sacred edifiee and of the autograph of the law and
the constitution, so that if any difficulty should arise among the people
they were to go to the priest for the original and to seck the law at his.
mouth.

How, then, was this religion to be perpetuated? By the instrumen-
tality of parental authority and instruetion. ¥athers and mothers
were to teach the religion to their children. This was the statute of
Moses, (Deut. iv., 9,) ¢ TFeach them to your sons, and your sons’ ons,”
chap. vi. 6. “ And these words which I command you this day, shall
be in your heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk
by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise up; and you
shall bind them for a signupon your band, and they shall be as front-
lots between your eyes. And you shall write them upon the posts of
your house and on your gates.” In this way was the religion of Moses
to be perpetuated and inculeated.

THE DEATI OF CHRIST.

. From Walter Scott's Book.
In his Principia, Book 8, Sir Isaac Newton says, ¢ Nature is pleased
with simplicity and affects not the pomp of superfluous eauses.” The
numerous final causes of the death of the Messiah evinee that, like na-
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ture, religion accompl'shos the greatest possible number of ends by the
fewest possible number of means.

1. Christ died to confirm the doctrine of his own divinity. Math.
xxvi, 26, 34. .

2. As a sacrifice for the sins of the world, Jno. vi, Gal. i, 2.

8. Mo vindicate the divine government and divine character, Rom..

TN

. Asan example of obedience to God, 1 Pet. ii.
. He laid down his life that he might take it again, Jno. x.

6. That he might destroy death and him that had the power of it,
—the Devil-—and deliver those wko through fear of death wore all their
life subject to bondage. kch. iis

7. That he might be the Lord both of the dead and the living,.

Rom, xiii.
8. That he might be a merciful and faithful high-priest in things

pertaining to God, Heb. ii.
9. That he might be perfected through suffering. Heb. ii.
10. That he might bring life and immortality to light by rising

b

¢ from the dead. 2. Tim. i.

11. That being sacrificed on earth he might offer himself in Heav-
en, leb. ix.

12. That he might redecm the transgressions. which were under the
first covenant., Ieh. ix. ‘

13. That he might by his blood purge and perfect the conscience of
the worshipper. Jlkeb. x.

14, That he might open and. consecrate 2 new and living way into
the divine presence. Heb. ix.

15. That being made a curse for the Jews by hanging on a tree, he
might buy them off from the law, and marry them to himself by the
new covenant. Rom. vii.

16. That he might abolish by his flesh the partition wall of Jewish
ordinancds, which had so long separated the two classes of mankind—
the Jews and the Gentiles—slay their mutual enmity, and wake the
twain one new man; vo making peace, and reconciling hoth in one
body to God. Iph. ii.

17. That he might put ancnd to the Law. Heb. x.
I8, Tulfil all the prophecies touching his death, Mat. xxvi, 54.

19. That be might might sacrifice a reality——become its unit—the
antitype of all types—the siguified of all signs—the substance of all
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symbols and shaddows—the miracle of miracles—the wonder of won-
ders—God on the cross and man on the throne. Heb. ii, ; Is. ix.

The reader will thus see that the death of Christ is not a solitary fact,
but a great historical and spiritual cvent, pregnant of purpose. He will
see that, like nature, religion delights in simplicity, economises, hus-
bands resourses, conserves means, and admits no more cuuses than are
necessery to explain the effect. But on the contrary, evolves the great-
est possible number of effects from the smallest possible number of
causes.

There is a point in our globe, naturalists inform us, near the equa-
tor, onthe Andes of Quito, where all the climates of the world are
super-imposed or clevated one above another successively.  From the
bottom of the mountain, where the naturalist begins his ascent, he pass-
esupward through them all in succession, till be reaches the lofty preci-
pice, where eternal winter begins, and the sharply defined cordon of ice
encircles the mountain ; the bell-shaped submit of which, covered with
perpetual snow, shoots, at last, with dazzling splendor, high into the
illimitable heaven.

Here all the climates of the world with their vegetable products are
placed at his feet ; and overhead, he sees at a glance, all the stars that
shine between the North Pole and the Southern Cross,  All the mag-
nificent and brilliant phenomena in heaven and earth are before him
from the Ursa Major to the shining Magellean clouds ; from icy Cape
North to the Cape Horn South.

There is in the religious, as in the natural sphere, a post of elevation
—a point that formsthe equatorial region of revealed religion—the
Audes of Christianity. This post of precedence is where the Son of
God appears to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

THE WORK OF AN EVANGELIST.

There isa work called, in the scriptures,  the work of an evange- .
list.”—2d Tim, 4.5. Evangelists arc numbered among the gifts”
bestowed on the church ; and are placed next in order to apostles and
prophets, and before pastors and teachers. Eph. 4, 8, 15, It is, we be-
lieve, generally agreed among us, that evangelists are a seriptural
order of officers, belonging to the permanent Christian ministry. But
there arc varying and somewhad conflictl. « views as to the dufies and
authority of evangelists. '
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Some, relying on etymology, regard the evangelist simply as a
preacher sent out by the dlwreh to preach in destitute places. Ie has
no authority in churches—must be subject to the elders in every church
he visits ; and can do nothing efficiently to heal disorders in congrega-
tions, or set in order things that may be wanting.

Others regard evangelists as a superior class of officers, whose duties
arc to raise up and orgunize new churches ; correct disorder in existing

' churches, when such disorders are already beyond the control of the

clders ; receive and act on charges against elders ; rebuke the erring and
schismatical, rcject the incorrigible, and restore the church to a
healthy condition.

[t is quite common to meet the avowal of the latter view of the ques-

tion, with an outery about Papal assumptions, departure from primitive
Christianity, organization unknown to the New Testament, &e., &e., &e.
But before brethren decide to raise this clamor, they should pause to
reflect that this is the very question in dispule, whether it be primitive
Christianity ornot. Both parties appeal to the word of the Lord. To
the word of the Lord let us come, then ; and let all this talk about eccle-
siasticnl assumptions, going back to the sects, &e., be hushed until there
has been a calm and searching inquiry into “the mind of the Spirit.”

In behalf of the iatter view the following considerations are urged :

Ist. Timothy and Titus were evangelists,

2d. Epistles were addressed to them by Paul, defining their dutle‘l
and authority.

5d. These Epistles do teach all that isclaimed in the foregoing state-
ment of the duties and authority of evangelists.

_On the other hand, while it is freely admitted that Timothy and

Titus were evangelists, and that Fpistles were addressed to them defin- |

ing their duties and authority ; it is argued that Paul delegated some

of his own apostolical power to Timothy and Titus, which it would be. -

presumption for any evangelist now living to assume; and that these

pistles, therefore, must be restricted in their application to the
persons to whom they were addressed—having no more-general bearing
or application than the Epistles to Philemon, or the 2d and 3d ]‘pxstles
of John. So faras known to me, this embodies the whole of the argu-
mentagainst the authority claimed for evangelists. It is not pretended
that what is now claimed to be the duties and powers of evangelists,
were not the duties and powers of Timothy and Titus; but that these

belonged to them as sub apostles, and not as evangelists.
VCin Xlo—=l,
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To this it is replicd :

1st. That this is mere assumption without proof. True, Titus 1, 5
is appeal to. But what does it prove ? That Paul appointed Titus to
that charge. Who doubts it? But did he appoint him to the work
of an cvangelist, or that of a sub-apostle in the New Testament. As
Dr. Macknight says: © what it is to be the viear of an Apostle, I con-
fess T do not understand.”  Who, then, is creating officers * unknown
to the New Testament ?”

9d. That if these Epistles do not define the duties and powers of
evangelists, they ave nowhere defined ; and we have a class of officers
without scriptural dutics assigned to them.

3d. Admitting their position, we are left without authorily for ap-
pointing elders :—all the directions respecting the appointment of
elders being found in these Epistles. Elders who ery so lustily against
the authority of evangelists, had better be careful lest they destroy their
own authority and power, in the ruins of evangelical authority. Let
any man show authority for the appointment of elders, and instruction
as to their qualification, mode of appointing, &e., &e., outside the Epis-
tles to Timothy and Titus.

4th. Paul enjoins it on Timothy, in fulfilling the dutics assigned him,
to do the work of an cvangelist, to make full proof of his ministry 3 not
because Paul was to be absent for a time at some other place, and need.
cd a vicar in his absence ; but because he was ¢ now ready to be offered,
and the time of his departure was at hand.” The work of an evangelist,
therefore, embracing the work assigned to Timothy, was to be done
after the death of the tpostles. Read the whole passage, 2d Timothy,
4,1, 8.

But it is responded that this clothes evangelists with great power. The
answer is easy. If the word of God teaches it, we are bound to submit.
But let us look at these powers, and see what there is to alarm even the
most cautious and sensitive. I am free to affirm that there was no au-
thority conferved on Timothy and Tilus, which does not need {0 be excr-
cised now.

1. ¢ Preach the word.” Isit ¢ presumption” to preach the word
now ?

2. “Reprove, rebuke, exhort.” Iave not all these duties to be per-
formed now by some one?

8. “To setin order things that are wanting.” Is not this yet fre-
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quently necessary 2 And just because the evangelist’s dutics are mis-
understood, it remains undone in most of our churches.

4. To put the brethren in remembrance of their duties. Is not this
stiil needful?

5. To ordain Elders and Deacons.  Is there no longer a necessity for

this?
6. To rcceive accusations against clders, and rcbuke or entreat as

may be best ; is there never need for this?  DMust elders never be re-

buked 2 Is it ¢ presumption” to rebuke a wicked elder?
7. To expose and denounce false teachers where churches are becom-

ing a prey ; has this work ceased ?

<. 'To reject schismatics. dlust not somebody do it ?

Now, I ask, if it be presamption in an evangelist to exercise this au-
thority—who may do it unpresumptuously 7 It must be done, some-
time, by somebody. Again we ask—Dby whom ?

It is responded— The church must do it. Since the Apostles’ days
—the church is “ the pillar and support of the truth.”

This, Iconfess, is to me very unmeaning., What is meant by the
church?

¢ The assecmbly of believers in a particular locality,” it is answered.

Very well. Can the assembly of believers reprove, rebuke, exhost,
receive accusations, &e., except through her officers? 'We are not o
bair’s breadth in advance of our formerinquiry. If the ehureh teaches,
reproves, rebukes, &c., through her officers, then it is not presumption
in an evangelist to cxcrcise the powers conferred on Timothy and

Titus.
The chureh is the pillar and ground of the truth.- But is it the

church in chaos—the church unofficered ? or is it the church with her
ordinances, her officers, her worship, her ministrations of truth, love
and peace ? It is worthy of remark that this passage, so often trium-
phantly arrayed in carirats, as putting a quietus on all the claims of
evangelists, is a passage declaring to Timothy the evangelist that these
lessons of duty and authority were written to him, that he miyht know
how to deport himsclfin the house of God—vwhich is the church of the
living God, the pillar and support of the truth. If the church be in-
decd the house of God, it is all important that all her officers know how
to bebave themselves. How long will the church inany community be
the pillar and support of the trath, if you strike out from the laws pub-
lished on these pillars all the lessons which teach her officers how to
behave themselves 1
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Still, many good brethren urge that there is much danger of thcse
views running into a system of eeclesiastical tyranny,

To this it is replied, with all respect and affection, that if we wait to
get a system of polity and government which shall forever be free from
danger of abuse, we shall wait until all nesessit, fora church is past:
and if we could find such a system it would not be the Apostolic sys-
tem, for that was abused, and did finally run into tyranny most fearful
and oppressive, in the perversions to which wicked men subjected it.
Destroy all elements of danger, and you destroy all means of good.
| But it is a mistake that any wmere machinery of government is the

source of tyranny. You may have a perfectly seriptural form of govern-

i ment, and have tyranny and oppression. You may havea very defee-
tive system of government, and have peace and prosperity. Because, |

in the latter case the Spirit of Christ is there 5 in the former, it is ab-
sent. ¢ Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty,” is a grand
oracle. Backof all tyranny in the churth, was the loss of the true
spirit, and of reverence for the word of God.—No form of government
will save the church from lyranny. Our safeguard is in chcnshm and

cultivating reverence for the Bible, and in swkmg supplies of the Spn'it '

of Jesus Christ.  As faras any system of government can promote this,
that which is most perfectly scriptural is unquestionably the best.
Moreover, we need to be saved from anarchy quite as much as from
tyranny. And it is worth while to consider which is the more threat-
ening evil, for the present and the future.

In the spirit of honest inquiry, these thoughts are respectfully sub- -

mitted to the brethren.
Isaac Bererr.

Lyons, Mich., Nov., 1856.

° BAPTISTS AND BAPTISM.

[If the following be correct, every man who loves Christ oughtto .

know it. Let the intelligent rcader ponder it. We copy from the
“ Advocate,” of Nashville, Tennessee —1. O.]

We see some difficulty in discussions of the subject of remission with
the Baptists. Indeed, the Baptists and Disciples agree in so many
points connected with the salvation of the soul, that we doubt if there
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is sufficient ground for debates on this matter at least. It may be well
to examine a fow features of the subject in which we agree.

1st. The Baptists and Disciples both teach, that belicvers are proper
subjects of baptism, and that no others ~e entitled to this honor.

9nd. They both maintain, that the “good sced” sown in “ honest
and undersiunding hearts” works cffectually in changing the heart, soul,
mind, feelings, and disposition towards God.

Srd. The Christiaus and Baptists both invite believers only to unite
themselves to Christ in obedience.

4th. The Baptisis and Disciples both say, that baptism “ Is nothing
mére than the line between the church and the world.”

5th. They both agree that by baptism we “put on Christ,” or come
into the body.

6th. The Baptists and Disciples both agree, that believers, who have
repented and been baptized into Christ, are the only persons authorized
to partake of the Lord’s Supper.

Tth. They both teach that the baptism of an infant or person without
the proper seriptural change of heart, has no meaning, and, thercfore
constitutes no part of the obedience to Christ.

8th. They agree that the dogma of «baplismal regeneration,” in
the Romish and Tuaglish churches, is in direet opposition to the teach-
ing of the Bible. We may be told, that we essentially differ still in
reference to remission. We trust this difference is more in word than
in fact, A Baptist may say he does not believe in baptism for the re-
mission of sing; that “ror means oN AcccuNT oF remission of sins.”
We are awars this has been a matter of difficulty with the Baptists,
but we are slow to conelude any of them really believe that the sinners
on pentecost, when Peter told them to “ repent and be baplized,” were
either really or formally pardoned.

But we may be told by our Baptists friends, that they do not believe
the forgiving power is in the water. Neither do the Disciples. God
has the right, however, should he see proper, to make blood the procur-
ing cause of remission, although there isno énkerent power in blood to
forgive sins ; and it is his prerogative to say, “ wash and be healed,” or
¢ repent and be baptized, by the authority of Christ in order to the re-
mission of sins,” with the understanding that the water does not forgive,
but the Son of God alone has the power.

What a world of evil might be removed if we would but examine all
subjects considerately,
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CO-OPERATIVE: EFFORTS, No. I

) Brighton, C. W., 5th Jan., 1857.

My Curisriay Brotngr Loos:—Daly your communication relative
to the Cincinnati  missionary society” arrived at Brighton. T desire
to be, as you are aware, zealously interested and unceasingly active in
christian missions ; and will, in some form, lay the claimsof the soci-
ety” at Cincinnati before the friends who read the Christian Banner.

But, my good brother, suffer me to express with emphatic frankness
my sincere conviction that all such missionary socicticsas theone which
is organized in your city by the disciples are far from being according
to the pattern of heavenly things exhibited in the statutes of our only
Lawgiver. And why it is, brother Loos, that faithful and valiant he-
roes for the truth of God who have in times past armed themselves with
the armor of heaven against the innovations and institutions of wise
and pious men, do now apparently approve, adopt, and prosecute what
they formerly denounced, is a mystery to morc than the writer. Or
are the elements of a “missionary society” shaped and fashioned by
disciples so much superior to the frame work of a Presbyterian or Con-
gregational ¢ missionary society,” that the one is seriptural and the
other unscriptural 2 Or has the past efforts of the brethren against

these partly earthly and partly heavenly institutions been found unwar-

ranted by the only correct test—the Creed of Christ?—and hence are
the chief brethren who have pled for reform discovering their mistake
and retracing their steps?

I know, my zealous brother, the short-metre response to all this. 1t
is affirmed that missionary societies arc expedient. That the object is
right : therefore it is both lawful and expedient to exereise the wisdom
of the brotherhood in making choiee of means to accomplish ascriptural
object—just as though it was according to the orthodoxy of God’s Book
for us to find out the will of Christ relative to objects, and then that he
permitted us to follow our own weak or strong wisdom in carrying out
these objects. O my brother, have we not too much reason to be assur-
ed that a host of strong men are marshalled under Captain Expediency
—an Ecclesiastic Chief of immense power and untold mischief ; and ean
any one, saving the Occupant of the Eternal Throne who sees at onee
the beginning and the end, tell where this Captain will eventually lead
his host ?  This Mr. Expediency is a most flattering, insinuating, and
successful General, wearing more laurcls and showing a greater store of
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trophies than any other—having obtained decided advantages over many
a disciple of Christ even before all the apostles took their departure
from the stage of action—having ruled almost every ecclesiastic body
ever since—and having so far insinuated himself into the graces of some
disciples in thisage that doubtless reformation will henceforth be a very
subordinate plea.

My brother, it is my firm conviction that you are not desirous that
the disciples, ¢ having begun in the Spirit, should now be made perfect
by the flesh,’ and henee my pen communicates to you freely. Nay, I
have cnough evidence to satisfy myself that there are few men living
who have a purer ambition than yourself to be wholly up to the inspir-
ed standard in all that pertains to the gospel of the Xxalted Prince.
Yet isit not possible, nay a little more certain than possible, that you
and T and others, in the past, and perchance at present, bave taken and
do take sundry things for granted that ought to be diligently and de-
voutly examined with the oracles of our Lord spread out wide before
our eyes? .

Please regard this brief communication as prefatory. Should you
consider it of sufficient consequence to publish in the Christian Age, I
will, the Lord enabling me, send you one or two or three more epistles
which will have more or less reference to the great missionary, worship-
ping, benevolent, and reforming society represented by a beautiful
building properly framed together, in which the Spirit of the Lord
dwelt, and wherein the Lord himself reigned, and which was formed
under the immediate direction of unerring workmen, of whom, with all
their great gifts, the rich Prince of Life made o present to the world.

In the best of all pure bonds,
Yours in truth and for the truth,
D. Ouipmant.

THE LABORERS ARE FEW.

A communication came to us not far from the beginning of last
month which wag evidently written by a diseiple who hasa very fair
stock of zeal. He believes we ought to have more evangelists at work.
Not a doubt ofit. We give the following extracts from his communi-
cation :— ) D. O.

¢ Considering our numbers I believe we have less laborers in the
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. field than any other people in the province. How is it therefore that

we are thus behind in this all-important work 2 Let us consider how
wuch responsibility rests upon us in this department of our duty.”

“ As we profess to advoeate the ¢ primitive gospel” which “is the
power of God unto salvation,” why are we not more earncst about it,
when the salvation of all men depends on their acceptance of the gospel
of Christ which they cannot hear without a preacher: why not send
them forth to preach the gospel? In this Province of Canada West
there are over a million of inhabitants; of these there may be 2000
« Disciples ;” or onc for every 500 of the entire population of the Prov-
ince : are we thereforc in any way accountable for their cternal salva-
tion 7 Is it sufficient for the 2000 Disciples of Canada that they send
one or two labourers occasionally into the field. Truly the followers of
Christ do not consider the example which their Leader has left, else
things would not be in this state.”

« Ts it not a startling announcement to the Disciples of Canada, that
we have only two or three evangelists <ent out to publish the gospel to
1,000,000 human beings. Thus it would take six evangelists, (with an
audience of about 350 each time) one year before fhey could preach
one sermon to each grown up person (allowing them to preach one ser-

" mon each day.) Brethren, what does this say

“ What therefore i» wanting? Is it the means to support evangelists?

" No. Is it scarcity of labourers? There are several brethren in Cana-
da who are able and talented enough for the work, and they ought also '
" to be willing, if the brotherhood would furnish them with the means of *
support.  The fault therefore lies with the entire brotherhood of Disci- -
____~-ples. We ought to awaken to our duty. Let us think of the great

!

i

price which it cost to redecm man 5 and then, let us ask what are we

doing towards offering this salvation to men. I might venture to say ;
+ that therc are among us individual brethren, half-a-dozen of which

might do as much toward the spread of the gospel, as the entire broth-
erhood of Disciples are now doing. It is therefore o subject which
every Disciple of Christ ought to ponder, and see whether he is learn-

ing of his Master in this matter.”

D. M. H.
Nov. 27, 1856.

There are in Canada T4 Congregational churches, 65 ministers, 2,805
communicants ; amount contributed Jast year, for religious and mission-
ary objects, £3,492,
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THE WORK AND SPIRIT OF REFORM.

Luther, the bold but not overly polished German who first largely |

. disturbed the reposc of the Romish sanctuary, says :— Too much pru-
p ¥ 82y P

dence is displeasing to God. It is impossible to make 2 stand for the
gospel without ercating some disturbance and offence. The word of
Qod is a sword, waging war, overthrowing and destroying; it is a cast~
ing down, a disturbance, and comes, as the prophet Amos says, asa

" lion in the forest.”

The preceding may be profitably read twice by some amiable men

" who desire to obey the Supreme Captain and use the weapons of his
. warfarc as faithful soldiers without hurting any one. As for us, we

want the Spirit’s well-tempered sword, with the edge as keen as it can

. be made in the armoury of God, to slay every giant or every dwarf
. who refuses loyalty to the King of kings. Yes, and we want the gush-
" ing tide of divine affection— the love of God shed abroad in our

heart”—in order that every candid mind may perceive that every bat-
tle we fight is out of pure reverence for the -statutes of the Heavenly
Prince and out of fervent attachment to the Author of the Redemption
which is ISternal.

But on looking backward upon the page of truthful history, and find-
ing the evidence clear as light that the purest and noblest men have
had their motives impeached, their labors misrepresented, their princi-
ples falsely if not wickedly interpreted, and their character slanderously
assailed, we ought not to expect to escape the frowning storm of human
wrath that in greater or less measure falls upon all who suceessfully
witness for the whole truth of heaven. While then some kindly dis-
posed people in their labors and cfforts are keeping the question su-
premely before them, What will men think of us *—we earnestly pray
to have the question uppermost in our mind and nearest our heart,
What does the God of truth appoint and approve? And asit concerns
manner, we would greatly prefer to speak too bluntly rather than to
speak too smoothly, in these times when there arc so many smooth ways
of leading men to perdition.

D. O.

—_———

A false friend islike a shadow on a dial-plate which appears in fine
weather, but vanishes on the approach of a cloud.
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« TEMPORAL THINGS.”

An carnest sister writes and sends to us a communication from which

we extraet the following portions :

« T have been a reader of the Christian Banner since its commence-
ment, and as a religious periodical I donot find a better conducted
paper 3 it has been enlarged during the past year, which gives us more
reading for the same price than formerly: ®ow *: Weare now just
entering upon a new year, and the question arises, Is brother Oliphant
recciving the necessary encouragement with the periodical in the way
of correspondence and pecuniary aid 7 Can not each brother and sister
act as agent and send at least one new subseriber?  The travelling
speakers in particular will lave an opportunity to obtain many new
readers, therchy do good. # # * Wishing you suceess and a hap-
py new year, I am with christian esteem————M. A. L7

So writes sister L. And a brother asks if we could not put our sub-
seription up to onc dollar and ahalf, and still have as many subscribers ;
and another intimates that every brother should at least send us an ex-
tra quarter of a dollar for the improvement in the monthly by its en-
largement and beautiful cover. To all these suggestions and inquiries
we offer the following responsive hints: 1st. Quite a respectable few of
the friends of this monthly arc becoming as punctual in sending tempo-
ral food for it to live on as could be reasonably expected. It is true
there is a multiplied race of delinquents who were perhaps born under
the star of procrastination. May our lessons to them prove reformato-
ry! 2nd. As it respeets increasing the price of the work, every hearty
friend can regulate this to suit himself, and all therefore may be accom-
modated. We send the Banner gratis to those not able to pay ; friends
who can afford half its fixed subscription rate have it for that amount ;
parties who are able to send us one dollar per year, reccive the work

“welcomely ; and those rich cnough and liberal enough to put into our

i hands a quarter more, or a half, or a whole dollar extra, will enable us

'to devote a greater share of time to enrich the work as wellas to circu-
late it more widely.

The Christian Banner, as it regards temporalities, has beet managed
with serupulous caution and economy, and it is perhaps not stating too
much to observe that there are not more than two periodicals sustained
by the brotherhood of disciples in America which have a better or
stronger physical constitution than the Banrer. Is it thus vigorous on
account of the prineely amount of funds received for its support? Not

-
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by any means. But because we have resolved, in the face of all ad-
verse clements, to keep up the work so long as the friends of it place
cnough funds at our disposal to pay the simple expenses of its publica-
tion.

But onall hands, with almost all religionists, there is abundant
room for emphatic amendment in the publishing department. Hear
what our neighbor the Port Hope ¢ Eeho,” Episcopal paper, affirms :

“We pay our Publisher two thousand four hundred dollars per an-
num. We receive from subscribers (allowing for bad debts) about two
thousand. 1t is evident then, that unless our friends are liberal in
their contributions to the Echo Fund, the Trustees must pay the differ-
cnee. They are willing to do this, and the editor, as one of them, is
willing to subscribe his share, in addition to gratuitous services, but
will the friends of the ¢ Echo’ be willing to permit the burdén thus to
fall upon those to whose disinterested efforts the existence of the ¢ Echo’
is due.”?

Another gentleman who conducts a paper complains that things
spiritual arc not so highly valued as things political. Arguingthe case
he asserts that—

“The members of our several churches do not realize the value of
these papers to the eause of Christ—they do not estimate as they
should, the importance of the press in the great work of saving and
sanctifying men. A religious journal, with a direct, carnest and prayer-
ful endeavour to do good, is to them nothing but a newspaper, after
all ; and a political newspaper—a ¢ Dollar Weekly,” full of silly sto-
ries and sickening details of erime—will be preferred to it.  While this
spirit lasts, while religious men care more for polities than for religion,
while christian parents take papers because they are cheap, without re-
gard to their moral character or poisonous infiuence on their families,
we must abandon our religious papers, or expect to sustain them by a
heavy sacrifice of toil and money.”

Now let us give place to another speaking friend :

¢ The last Lord’s day in every year, I make 1t a point to call the at-
tention of my people to the importance of having a good religious pa-
per. I dwell for a few moments upon the great advantages of such a
paper to themselves and children, and show how useful it is to enable
them to understand and appreciate the wants and efforts of the chureh,
and to qualify them for the discharge of their duties as church mem-
bers. After advising all who have been subscribers to continue their
subscriptions, I exhort all who have not taken the paper to become
subscribers. Knowing the importance of rendering this easy, as many
persons find it inconvenient to write themselves, I induce one of the.
elders to-consent to reccive and forward subseriptions. I also freely
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— _— A

offer to hand to him the names of any who may find it more conveni-
ent to give them tome. By this simple plan, rencwed from year to
year, the number of subscribers among niy people is ten-fold greater, T
belicve, than it would otherwise be.  Suflice it to say that I regard a
religious paper as invaluable, and feel satisfied that I could not employ
2 more useful co-laborer. My expericnee convinces me that if all our
preachers would adopt the plan above mentioned, the circulation of all

© our religious papers might be casily doubled, it not trebled : and sure

e e -~

T am that their wider circulation would be an unspeakable blessing.”

The Lord knows, and very many of those who read this paper know,
that our heart is not set upon lucre 3 and hence we submit these mat-
ters, not for the sake of self, but for the capital purpose of cxeiting
healthful exertion for the advancement of the purest, the noblest, and
greatest cause that mortals were ever honoved to assist in promoting.

g D. 0.

LETTER FROM THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Washington, D. C., Dee. 22, 1856.

Dszar Bromier Ouirnaxt:—Once again I assume the privilege to

+ communicate a few thoughts to you respecting the cause of all causes,

although I must confess that my mind is quite barren, owing to the

. many surrounding influcnees not akin to piety and true holiness. 1
. find that it requires all the means that our heavenly parent has placed

within our reach to kcep aloof and uncontaminated from the cvils of
thig world, ¢the lust of the eye, and the pride of life,’ but amidst all
the counter influences, I rejoice that our kind Ileavenly Father has

. crected a Merey Seat whercunto crring mortals can flee and find rest,
* and that in his wisdom and unbounded philanthropy he has instituted

the Lord’s day and the Lord’s table around which the Lord’s people are
requested not to neglect the assembling of themselves together.  Know-
ing as we do that we are all, more or less, creatures of ecircumstances,
how wise God’s arrangemenis arc in his House, (the c¢hurch, whose
temple ye are) where brethren can often meet together and talk to one
another, admonish one another, and stimulate to love and good works.
Some good meaning brethren donot seem to appreciate the blessings
flowing from atterding to the ordinances of the Lord’s House. Many
plead their unworthiness or unfitness to partake with the brethren, per-
haps not aware or do not realize-thatliving in disobedience is.the cause
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of their unfitness ; for certain it is, that constant obedicnee is the best

method to qualify any person for any duty, especially so in regard to

christian duty. The promised blessing will ensue ; God has said it ; try

it, try long, try to the end of the race—for there is the promise.
Yours in love,

S

-

THINK OF IT!

Even amongst the disciples of Christ, who take the Bible as the only
infallible rule of faith and practice, it is most clear, from the fact that
many are endeavouring to build up Bible, Missionary and Sunday
school societies, ete., to do the work of the church, they do not possess
full confidence in the church and her resources to renovate the werld.
Hence speculative plans take possession of the heartsof the brethren.—
Gospel Advocate.

—_— -

MORE T0O THINK ABOUT.

The first preachers of the Gospel, by their close adherence to the ex-
ample of Christ, in humility, devotion, and complete consceration to
God, with a total disregard of worldly treasures, honors, and powers,
gave great evidence of their confidence in the doctrine they preached,
their Master, and their hope of a resurrection from the dead, and eter-
nal glory in the world to come. They lived and acted under the motto,
“ Wehave no continuing city here;” or in differesit words; ¢ The
things that are scen, are temporal, but the things which are not seen,
are cternal.”  They reccived their great impulse from the cternal, and
not from the temporal. But a worldly ministry reccive their main jm-
pulse from the temporal, and not from the eternal. They are governcd
continually, by worldly influcnces, appliances, and policies. They are
constantly speaking and meditating upon what the world will say, or
think of us, and not how they will please God. We have long discov-
ered that even among good men—the best of men—there is a wonder-
ful proneness to wander from the simplicity of the way of the Lord, to
real innovations, endangering the peace, harmony, and union of the
whole family of God on earth. It is a difficult task to induce men to
fix their minds upon the wisdom of God, admire it, and show by their
practice their full confidence in it. Itis true, almost any man will ad-
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mit the wisdom of God abstractly, exstol it, and show how infinitely
above all human wisdom it is. But the wisdom of God is so unlike the
wisdom of this world, that many of its brightest displays are not noticed
by the mere worldly man, whether in the Church, or out of it.—Chris-

.

tian Review.

FUNDS OF THE CO-OPERATION.

The Treasurer in account with the Provineial Co-operation.

DR CR.
1855. Balleeinhand £42 7 1 E. Sheppard, £25 5 0
13856, J. Berry, 21 0 0
June 5, Eramosa Centre, 16 10 0 J. Black, 1515 0
Oshawa, 1Is 5 0 A. Anderson, 11 6 0
King, 210 0 J. Kilgour, 410 0
Yramosa Bast, 10 18 13| Xxpenses holding a
Wainflect, 300 neeting in Qakville 1 4+ 0
Trafalgar, 515 0 Postage, ¢ 6 1
Toronto, 14 5 0 Travelling expenses 1 0 0
Kramosa West, 0 18 14! Ballance on hand. 3117 44
Erin, 013 1} —_—
Brother in Trafalgar to
defray travelling expenses1 0 0
£1156 3 54 £115 8 5}
Roserr Bover,
Treayurer.

Audited and found correct.

L. Puuixsoy, \uditors
Eramosa, June 2i, 185¢. J. Mirenxir. Aucors.

[The above came to usafter the middle of December~~hence the non-
appearance of it at an earlier date.—~D. 0.]

DIFFICULTIES AMONG ENGLISH INDEPENDENTS.

The question betweer: the parties refers to a book of hymns, the
orthodoxy of which fifteen prominent Independent clergymen have pro-
nounced to be indisputable, and which & very large number of the same
class of public teachers have declared to be deficient in truth, and
marked by various errors.  This little book is published with an avowed
dislike to the ancient and familiar terminology of the Evangelical school,
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derived as it is from the Puritan age, and while marked by some poeti-
cal prettiness exhibits a great deal of the modern tendeney to doctrinal
dilution—to use no severer term. Dr. Campbell has led the attack
upon this new hymn book and its self-published admirers. Mr. Binney
of the Weigh-house Chapel, defends with his accustomed talent the
cause with which he is beecome identified, and trics to sustain the un-
sparing vigor with which the other urges the assault. Newspaper ar-
ticles and letters filling long columns of the leading non-conformist
prints, followed by pamphlets replying to pamphlets, and themselves in
return replied to, have drawn the dissenting world into an arena of
debate, and already broken up some long subsisting fricndships. The
Congregational Union itself has been unfortunately involved in the
controversy, and a motion is almost certain to be made at its next meet-
ing for dismissing Dr. Campbell from his office as editor of the print
which that body recognises as their organ, while this proposal is as sure
in twrn to be met by a counter-motion. The result anticipated is, that
the Union will be broken up, and the body split in two, constituting
themselves severally into an old and new school, From all this possi-
bly truth will gain more than it loses; but alas! in the meantime,
offended charity sits down and weeps.

SISTER PARMELEE GONE.

The esteemed brother Parmelee, of Seneca Falls, N, Y., writes to us
in the following afflictive strain :—

“ The hand of affliction has been laid heavily upon me. Death has
entered my household and taken away my wife, Mary Louisa, leaving
my three children motherless.  She died of consumption on the 2nd of
Dec. in the 26th year of her age, after an illness of about five months ;
during which time she patiently endured her sufferings, calmly await-
ing her dissolution which she realized was about to take place.

“ But her hope was in the Redecmer and therefore did not fear the
great enemy as do those who have not ¢ been begotten again unto a
lively hope hy the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

Lt ir we vxoErsioon that the Dialogue respecting Union was writ-
ten by brother B. Franklin. We have changed a date or two, and in
further copying we shall change a fow terms; but the body and soul
of these chapters pertaining to Christian union have our brother for

their author.
D. O.
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NEWS OF ACCESSIONS.

RS

Thero is much animating news in our Txchange Periodicals, which
we must endeavour to find room for in the February Number. Mean-
time friends will be happy to learn that at a meccting which we held
near Picton in December, two confessed Jesus and were added to the
saved family. If they walk worthy of their high calling, the Lord will
give them an eternal crown. D. O

=% Sundry communications on hand will be permitted honourable
utterance. T'wo essays have been sent to us upon the punishment of
the wicked, both of which will be given to the publis in the order of
their reception—the first in February, the other in March. Brother
Laing, an intelligent and devout brother, will have a hearing next
month. b. 0.

(7%= While inviting every active friend of the Redecmer in the East-
ern Provinces to assist the Christian Banner in its mission, by sending
to us means and funds, may we particularly solicit the hand of help
from the following brethren and friends 1—dJ. Barnes, W. F. ITughes,
J. B. Barnaby, H. Greenlaw, W. I Dunham, A. W. Reidout, J. Em-
erson, G. Boon, J. James, J. A. Woed, J. M. Ruscoe, I. B. Jackson,
W. W. Livingston, D. Cowan, IL Vaughan, A. Minard, W. McDonalds
W. 1L Church, J. Lavers, G. Ilankenson, J. Wallace, M. Wallace, J.
Sillars, A. Fullevton, C. Cameron, A. Pickings, J. McDonald, J. Elliot,
C. Marsh, J. 'W. Powell, C. Irving, A. Woodbury, D. Crawford, A.
Nishet, J. Stevenson, S. Bovyer.

BOOKS.—The following works arc for sale at Bowmanville, by (. J.
Lister, at Bethany prices:— '

Chuistian Iymn Book, Christian Baptist, Christian System, Baptism,
its Antecedents and Consequents, Debate with Owen, Debate with Pur-
cell, New Testament (new translat’on), Trinciples of the Reformation
by Richardson, &e.

" Orders (post paid) attended to promptly.

{%= We learn with solemn, heartfelt regret that the soldierly evan- |.
gelist J. T. Johuson, of Kentucky, is no more among earth’s living sons.
He died suddenly at Lexington, Missouri, while actively engaged in a
continuous meeting.




