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CANADA.
Present, Past and Future.

On the 20th of IFebruary, just as we had finished
our labors in preparing your paper for March, we
stepped on the cars for Clinton, in Huron Co.

The last Wednesday in February was the day
appointed for the great annual agricultural dinner
of the Dominion.

This, the Hallet Branch Agricultural Society, is
the only agricultural society that has adopted the
plan of having an annual agricnltural dinner, and
has kept it up for 14 years. It was commenced
and is kept up by some whole-souled John Bulls,
and people of all nations may now join with them.
The dinner takes place at 7 o’clock in the evening;
this allows all to attend to their daily labors, and
affords an opportunity for more to attend than by
holding it at an earlier hour. " The time of the
yeavis well chosen, being the time of greatest
leieure, as the last §ear’s crops are marketed, and
no important farm operations are pressing on our
time. A sumptuous repast was provided ; the
loyal toasts were proposed and appropriately re-
plied to; short speeches were delivered ; political
and religious subjects were avoided ; agricultural
subjects were discussed, and a most enjoyable,
social, pleasing and useful evening was passed ; all
met and parted on good terms, and all must have
been improved, as people cannot have friendly dis-
cussions without being improved ; it takes off the
dull rust, mould and mildew that accumulates on
pcrisons that confine themselves to their own
thoughts.

Space will not permit us to report all the speeches;
even were we to do so we could not impart the life,
joy and merriment that the speeches reflected and
the songs inspired.

We hope this society may continue to hold such
meetings, and that the rising gencration will not
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through any fastidious scruples allow such to flag,
but that the spirit of social progress may spread
to every county and township in our Dominion.
There are many featurcs in the association that
make it freer and more beneficial than any agricul-
tural meetings we have yet attended.

The farmers in this locality are quite as prosper-
ous as in any part of (‘anada, and much more so
than in most parts.  The farmers here have de-
voted more attention to gnod, heavy, useful horses,
and a more valuable class of horses, taking them
on an average, are t be found there than in most
parts of Canada. There are a few good farmers here
who are raising hierds of Durham eattle that are
of great benefit to this part of the country. The
goil in this locality is unsurpassed in fertility, and
improvements are heing rapidly mades in fact, this
comparatively new ccuntry is far surpassing many
of the older settled parts of (‘anada. No one will
have a correct knowledgee of the richness and fer-
tility of Canada so well impressed upon them as
by sceing this locality and the country about it.

Messrs. MePherson have a good foundry at this
place.  Their principal Dhusiness is constructing
threshing machines of a large size.  Independent
of their local trade, they shipped nine threshing
machines to Manitoba last year, three of which
were accompanied hy steam engines to drive them.

The Past.

In the foregoing portion we have touched brietly
on the present. Mro o WL Bigging was the first
mover in establishing this old English enstom—an
agricultural dinmer.  Mr. H. Snell, the Huron-
Durham man, has been his right wing.  Of the
left wing, we now introduce the present President
of the Association,

MR, RILAS ANDREWS,

Mr. Haskett Andrews came to Canada in the
year 1500, and scttled a few miles north of where
Prescott now stands. He was one of the old UL K.
Loyalists. He had a little monéy to hegin with.
In 1805 Silas Andrews was born.  In 1816 a most
foarful calamity befell the pioneers of our country
on the 16th day of June: o frost swept over the
country such as has mnever been heard of since.
The corn, wheat, potatoes, &c., were totally de-
stroyed; starvation swept off many of the first
settlers, This may have been a blessing sent to
our country, as nonc but the most hardy could ex-
ist. The weakly, sickly and shiftless class perished

from starvation.

Wherever you meet one of the ol UL E. oyal-
ists now, they are \_(l'lll'l‘:L]l:\' more hardy than many
of the newly imported stock.  In the spring of
1817 Mr. H. Andrews, sr., seut his son Silag on

horseback to Port Weellington, near where Prescott

now stands, to their store-keeper, who had becn

furnished with money to procure tlour from Ogdens-

burg,  Silas, or Mro Andrews, as we shall termn
"him, returned with 20 Ihs., with  the message that
| this was all that conld be had, His father sat
Cdown and cried. and s il W hall all be
Fstarved, His mother — We sladl ey o live,

And from that time for many weeks they had
nothing but basswood twigs to eat.  One farmer
some miles away had a piece of rye; it ripened be-
fore any other grain.  While it stood in the field,
the settlers wanted to get some to boil. He would
not let any one have a handful.  Some of the set-
tlers got together, with their reap-hooks, and
threatened to bind the old erab, and each took some
to keep their wives and children, that were left,
alive.

There were no white settlers known to exist for
thousands of miles to the north or north-west of
Mr. A.’s birth-place at that time. His father used
to haul the fire-wood into the house in logging
lengths, and roll the logs up with hand-spikes, two
doors being opposite each other for that purpese.
The family did their own spinning, weaving, dye-
ing, &c. His sisters wore linen dresses made en-
tirely by themselves; the dresses looked to Mr.
Andrews just as good and handsome as any of the
fashionable dresses now worn, Up to the age of
eighteen, he never wore anything but home-made
clothes; the first pair of made or fine hoots he wore
was a pair he got to get marriedin,  Subsequently
Mr. Andrews moved to near Ottawa, and went in-
to the lumbering business. He madea lot of
money, then lost $400,000, and concluded to try
his luck in the West.  He went on an exploring
expedition for five months, thought ('linton to be
the best place to settle, and purchased a grood farm
there.  He considers he made the best choice, and
would not exchange for any locality or any busi-
ness; he has every comfort and luxury he requires,
To show the profits that can be realized from a
small piece of ground in his garden, he has two
rows of plum trees which have realized him an
average of $150 per annum, besides supplying hisg
house and his friends.

-

Mr. Andrews is now 72 years old, stout, active
and happy, without ache or pain. He appears now
a better man than one-fourth of the men we now
see at 30-years of age. et some of your fantastic
epicures compare their food with his; perhaps a
few weeks' feed on browse or basswood twigs
would be a good dose for someof our grumblers
who make such a fearful howl because the wheat
crop has not been over half a crop the first year.

Phe Future.

The time is coming when the present destruction
of timber in this locality will cease ; flowers and
vines will be trained in the fronts of the houses in
the town or city of Clinton, without fences to pro-
tect thems the rail fences, or fences of any kind,
will not be required to fence the farms, but only to
enclose stock where they are wanted.  Avenpes of
fruit and ornamental trees will flank the /public
roads; trees will be planted to protect the crops
and increase the yield of grain and grass; flowers
will be found on every table and in every fair
dame’s hand in Clinton and many other parts of
(‘anada.  We have seen fruit an® flowers in towns,
cities and villages within hand’s reach of the passer-
Ly, without being touched:  we have also s enfthe
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waving grain touch a vehicle on the public high-
way. Time will bring these improvements here.
In regard to tree planting, read the article on the

Larch in this number. Perhaps some of you may

inerease the value of your land eight-fold, and the
value of the crop a hundred-fold. Money judici-
ously expended in planting, draining and improv-
ing farms will be found more profitable thj(m
entrusting itin the hands of some banks, societies
and bubbles that will burst and leave but an aching,
staring void.
Planting Fruit Trees.

What is the best season for planting fruit trees?
is still an undecided question. With some plant-
ers, trees planted in the fall have thriven well,
without one failure, while with others there have
been failures, and those planted in the spring have
done well. We are inclined to the opinion that
success generally awaits those who do their work
well, and that the failures have been caused, notso
much from planting at the wrong season, as from
doing the work in a hurried, careless manner.
Each season of planting has its advantages and
disadvantages. Trees, when properly planted in
the fall, are prepared to profit by the earliest
spring weather, having been already rooted in the
ground, and their long roots established in the soil
and extending all round the stem, imbibing the
necessary foed. By this means they arenot forced
to be wholly dormant at any time, and before
the drought of summer they are prepared to resist
it, especially if they get the aid of ascasonable
mulching.

On the contrary, if the planting be net properly
done, the transplanted trees have more to contend
with than those planted in spring. The storms of
wmter may loosen and disturb them if not well
planted, or planted and secured to stakes; and if
go loosened they are apt to perish.  Frost may
penetrate the open earth and freeze the rootlets to
death, or the spring thaws may make the earth
about ‘them a mass of slush.  Either ice or slush
proves fatal.

To those who have not already planted fruit
trees, we would say: do not put it off till the fall
or another season. A year's delay in planting, isa
year later in gathering fruit; and no owner of a
farm in Conada, no proprictor of one rcod of land,
should be without his own fruit.  In selecting the
site for an orchard, avoid a low damp situation.
Spring frosts, so much to be guarded against,
especially in this climate, are always more destrue-
tive on such situation. A high ground, if well
sheltcred by shade trees, is as good a site for a
fruit garden as you can sclect.  'There the spring
and June frosts will be less destructive and the
soil will be less linble to retain stagnant water than
if it were [lat and lying low; and the free current
of air, only broken off by the trees sheltering the
ground on the points of the most injurious winds,
will have a most salutary intluence on the fruit
trees, producing well-ripened wood and retarding
premature blossoming in spring.

PREPARING THE SOIL.

In selecting the site for your fruit garden be
sure that the soil is naturally dry; if not, its drain-
age should be the first thing attended to.  Trees
will not long flourish with their roots in cold, stag-
nant water. By draining the soil the air will have
free access to the soil, its temperature will be
thereby raised, the feeding and growing propertics
of the roots will be stimulated to greater activity.
The drains in an orchard should not he less than
four feet if a fall of that depth can be sccured.
If the depth be less, the roots will be likely in a
short time to choke them. Drainage is not all that
is necessary in the preparation of the ground for

the orchard. 1t should he thoroughly cultivated
the year hefore planting—it should be plowed deeps

and, if possible, subsoiled. It should also be well
manured with a root crop, that it may be mellow,
fertile and free from weeds. Belgian carrots, or,
better still, parsnips, are a good preparatory crop,
their long roots penetrating deep into the earth,
separating its compact particles and quickening the
inert elements of fertility. The value of these
crops gives sufficient remuneration for the expen-
ses of improvement; and their culture and growth
always tend to the improvement of the soil—not

merely the surface, but a depth of from one to two
feet.
PROTECTING THE FRUIT TREES,

The protecting of the trees when planted, is as
esseatial to success as care in preparing the soil and
planting. It is necessary to protect them by
screens or forest trees on those sides that are ex-
posed to the prevailing winds. A good screen of
evergreens will often prevent the entire or partial
loss of the fruit of a whole season. The sharp,
keen winds deprive the branches of the moisture
needed for health and growth faster than it can be
supplied by the ascending sap, and so they are
killed—frozen to death.

The soil in which they are planted should be
mulched, not only in winter against the frost, but
also that it may retain the necessary moisture.
Mulching not only prevents the rapid evaporation
of moisture, but also serves to increasethe fertility
of the soil, and keeps down the growth of weeds,

~—

The New Forage Plant — Prickly
Comfrey,

Never was the attention of Canadian farmers
directed so earnestly to stock feeding as it is at
the present time. The increased demand in Fng-
land for meat and the products of the dairy, added
to the success of the attempts to transport '

‘ ana-
dian beeves to European markets, has 1

een pro-
ductive of a change in the object and mode of
agriculture with our best farmers. Beef, not
wheat, is now to be the great (‘anadian staple ;
and the enquiry tow is, how hest to increase the
produce of food for our stock by the improvement
of culture, and introduction of new forage plants.
The prickly comfrey is not a new forage plant
to the farmers of Great Britain. It was intro-
duced into England in 1790, but it was not used as
a forage plant until 18S30. It was then recom.
mended in the Farmers’ Journal: Shortly after-
wards we made trial of it, but not having obtained
the Caucasian species, it did not fully realize our
expectations.  The solid-stemmed variety has but
lately been introduced, and it is said to be much
more valuable than the hollow-stemmed sorts pre-
viously grown, producing more food.  This is full
of gum and mucilage. The leaves have a rich,
mucilaginous character, and grow to a great Sizc;
sometimes three feet long, the plant rising threc or
five feet from the ground before it comes into
flower; that is, at the time when the leaves should
becut.  The yield is estimated at from 60 to 100
tons of green fodder per annum. No animals take
to feeding on it at once, but the taste for it is soon
acquired, and, when once accustomed to it, they
are very fond of it and thrive well on it, l
The mode of propagation is by cuttings hoth
from stem and roots, as the seed produced in Eng-
land does not germinate. ' This makes the exponéo
of planting more costly than if grown from seed,
but the permanent character of the crop, being
well nigh perennial, and its capability of onormon;
increase by division of the roots, ensures a rapid
and easy extension of the crop-when once we have
established a plot. Propagation can take place
from the stem as well as the root: all that is neces-
sary is to plant portions of the stem with two e

withstands both heat and cold, growing in the
hottest climates and in as high latitudes as St,
Petersburg. We would recommend that some
of the roots be procured and experiments carefully
made. It is a subject that should emgage the at.
tention of the Agricultural Deﬂrtmeut. If it
merits half what is said in its favor, the introduc-
tion of it into the country would be a means of
adding no little to the agricultural resources of the
Dominion. ‘

An analysis of the plant by Dr. Voelcker hag
demonstrated its great richness in flesh-forming
substances and heat and fat-producing matters,
Highly as this comfrey is spoken of as a forage
plant, we recommend its introduction into (‘anada
only as an experiment, and that experiment to be
made by the Department of Agriculture.

—_— e

The Potato Bug on Its March.

The potato bug, now so well and unfavorably
known in this Western Peninsula, has made but
brief halt in his onward march. Eastward he
still pursues his way, and it is evident that the
whole of North America will be subject to his rava.
ages. Itisreported that they have reached the
Ottawa Valley. Any attempt to arrest their pro-
gress would be futile, and farmers must be content
to tight them in every part of the Dominion.

us to contend with them successfully, and though
we cannot wholly prevent their ravages we can
mitigate them in a great measure. Every precau-
tion that could be devised has been taken in Europe
to keep them away. Trading vessels between
Europe and America have been carcfully examined
lest they might be concealed among the freight,
and some of them were actually discovered among
the hales of goods.  The people of Bremen were
in a state of consternation when one of the vora-
cious horde was found in a package abaut to be de-
livered on the wharf. In England and Ircland,
where the potato crop is no mean item of agricul-
tural produce, every possible precaution is taken to
prevent the potato buy efiecting an cutrance.
N
Spring Crops- ¢ats.

A great advantage of oats as one of our spring
crops is its great hardiness and its adaptability to
every variety of soil. Tt yields well on light or
heavy soil, if in fair condition and properly culti-
vated.  Wehave grown good crops of oats on stiff
clay, on light gravel, and on drained peat soils.
This, by itself, would be one point in its favor.
And the farmer can never dispense with
CI'()IJ.

the oat
Barley, corn and beans are, cach in their
turn, good for horses, but none of them can take
the place of oats; none of them imparts the same
high mettle and power of endurance.

Oats, phough taking a place among exhausting

crops, is not so much so as wheat. \We have had

clover and grass seeds, when sown with oats or

barley broadcast, to succeed very well and produce

heavy succeeding crops of grass for soiling or hay,
as well as pasture.  This cereal is generally sown
broadcast on ground in good tilth, though for it, as
well as wheat, drill culture is now preferred. We
never had better oat crops than from sced sown on
the surface of land th

at had borne root crops the
preceding year;

the seed was then plowed under
with a light furrow.
than barley.

the grain crops,

Oats may be sown earlier
In Britain it is the earliest sown of

We have sown them in January
to prevent too great luxuriance of the straw, and
had a heavy crop. 1In seeding about two and a
half Dushels per acre are sown here,

but English
farmers sow from three to four bushels.
think less than that is s/« reing the soil,

They

B ack oats

ves

and take care that the ground is kept moist, It

are best suited to moist soils. and
white oats are hetter adapted.

to dry soils

Happily our familiarity with their habits enables....
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The covering of any cereal with the harrow is
now condemned by some agriculturists. They ad-
mit that the harrow pulverizes the soil for a depth
of two or three inches, thus benefiting it for the
germination of the seed and the earliest stage of
the growth of plants. They say, however, that
owing to the shape of the teeth its action is very
deficient, continually packing the soil, and there-
fore not benefiting the plant later in its growth
when the roots require a considerable depth of soil.
The cultivator is considered an improvement on
the harrow, as the teeth from their peculiar form
raise up instead of crushing and compacting the

Oats are sown mixed with peas for soiling, and
for that purpose there is no better erop. The yield
is abundant. Sown together they yield the heavier
produce, each of them requiring somewhat differ-
ent plant food, and the pea drawing from the at-
mosphere a greater portion of its nutriment than
from the soil. This greater amount of ammonia
and of moisture aids the growth of the oat plants,
which, growing strong and upright, afford a sup-
port for the pea vines that catch with their ten-
drils anything they can lay hold of. Itis said that
one acre sown with oats and peas, sown together,
will produce nearly as heavy a crop as two acres
sown separately, one with each. They are also a
much better food for stock than either would be if
fed by itself. When cut early a second cutting
may be had. Tt is good food for all farm stock,
and for milch cows especially it is very valuable,

——— e D
Spring Crops—Peas.

This is usually the first sown of our spring crops,
as it is less liable to be injuriously affected by
carly sowing than any other cercal.

And there is
an advantage in sowing peas early—early sowing
as a general rule implies early harvesting, and the
plough may be started at once in the pea-stubbles
when the crop is removed —sometimes in time for
a crop of late turnips, or, if not, to prepare the land
by an andumn fallow for a succeeding crop. Let
us not forget, however, in the haste of our spring
sowing that all secds, even peas, are liable to per-
ish in the soil if they be sown bheforeit has acquired
some degree of warmth.  Peas are often sown on
lJand that has been quite exhausted by growing
grain, and then has been merely scratched over.
Fven with this treatment they sometimes yicld
good crops.  But 1f it he worth the farmer’s while,
by such haphazard cultivation, to take the chance
of poor crops, it would surely be better to ensure,
as far as in his power, heavier yield of a better
quality. Pea soil should be mellow, and moder-
ately fertile. Tf it be not so naturally, it can be
made so by cultivation. Though generally sown
broadcast in Canada, the drilling of peas would,
we have no doubt, be as profitable as the drilling
of wheat. It has been found so in England. There
the land for pea crop is ploughed lightly in autumn,
then in spring made loose and mellow by the culti-
vator, and the peas sown in drills from fifteen to
eighteen inches apart, permitting the subsequent
use of a partial summer fallow, and weeds, the
farmer’s great foes, are conquered. Besides, the
crop itself is benefitted by the hoeing, and by the
greater influence of the atmosphere on the growing
and maturing crop. The difficulty of covering the
geed properly is known to all who have sown peas
broadcast. This difticulty is obviated by drill-sow-
ing; by this the seed is all sown at an equal depth
and covered evezly. This in itself isno little ad-
vantage. As the frequent hocing of the soil be-
tween the rows of peas is a means of attract-
ing atmospheric nutriment more than the soil
“would receive otherwise, drill culture must add to
the improvement of the soil more still than would
be derived from the pea crop sown broadcast.
Another advantage of drill-culturc is the destruc-

-

tion of weeds. The weevil has of late years been
80 injurious to the pea as to prevent many from
sowing this very beneficial crop. To save peas
from the bugs it is well to feed them to the fat-
tening hogs early in the autumn before they have
begun their ravages.

+ @D

Seeding Clover.

There is no crop of which there are more fre-
quent complaints of failure than the clover. When
to sow it, and in what manner so as to obtain a
good stand, is a subject of constant enquiry. Some-
times a cafch has not been obtained; at other times,
after it had germinated well and given good prom-
ise, the young plants have been killed by the spring
frosts. This is frequently the case when the old
method has been followed of sowing clover seed on
fall wheat before the last snow melts. This method
of seeding with clover may succeed ; it sometimes
does, but it is very uncertain. If the season suit
it, we may expect a good return ; with an unpro-
pitious season it is a dead failure. The English
method of sowing with spring grain is attended

with less risk of a failure. The spring frosts are
less apt to injure the tender plants, the soil being
in better condition to nourish them.: The plan we
adopted was to sow the clover seed after the barley
had been covered with the harrow ; then cover it
lightly with a seed harrow having short fine pins,
and then to roll the ground. We sowed a field of
clover seed year after year without any failures.
The soil had always been prepared for the barley
seeding—enriched and well cultivated, and conse-
quently in prime condition for the clover seed.
Some farmers sow too little secd to the acre. They
geem not to be fully aware of the real importance
of thick sowing of clover seed. We would not
think of sowing less than ten pounds of clover seed
to the acre, with Timothy seed or other small
seeds—say five pounds. With that seeding we
would expect plants enough to keep down the
weeds, to bear a large cutting for soiling or hay,
and to enrich the ground highly with the abun-
dance of taproots. Remember—the farmer who
sows sparingly reccives corresponding returns.
e
Onions—Their Culture.

The culture of onions differs materially from
that of most other crops, and especially of such
‘pl.’mts as are tap-rooted.

While for nearly all
other plants a deeply cultivated soil is desirable,
and, for some, necessary, no such deep cultivation
is needed for a good onion crop, as it takes its
nourishment from the surfacesoil.  This, however,
requires to be rich, ag the plant is a great feeder,
its many roots branching out on every side and
feeding on every particle of soil within their reach.
Dig the ground as early in the spring as its state
will permit.  Manure it heavily with good, well-
rotted manure; with spade and hoo make it quite
mellow and fine; level it smooth; then draw shal-
low drills about 15 inches apart, leaving after every
thirdror fourth drill an alley in which you can walk
when hoeing and weeding.
the seed carefully.
the cultivation.
to the inch.

In these drills drop
Hoeing and weeding complete
In thmning leave about one onion

Harvesting takes place in August, somctimes a
couple of weeks later.  As soon as the tops fall
and become brown, pull and put into windrows,
three rows ineach.  In a few days they will be
dry enough to take into a barn floor or loft.

The following varieties, from which a good sclec-
tion can be made, are all recommended :—Large

Red Wetherfield, a heavy cropper and good keeper,
| zood for general use, though not so mild in lavour
as some others.

producer and excellent keeper. Is in demand for
the late season.

White Portugal or Silver-Skinned, a large onion,
ripening early, of mild flavour and handsome ap-
pearance. It is not, however, a good keeper.

Besides the above, there are some new varieties
highly spoken of—the Bedfordshire Champion,
Nuneham Park, New Queen, Giant Rocca of Naples,
and Large Red Italian.  From 200 to 600 bushels
per acre have been raised of onions. The English
potato onion is an excellent variety ; it- matures
early, yields a heavy produce, and is of a mild
flavor. The onion —bulb, not seed—is planted in
rows 3 inches deep, the bulbs further apart than
bulbs from seed would be, and clustered around
the bulbs ‘grow out a number of yeung onions,
Hoe between the rows and keep free from weeds,

Top Onion or Tree Onion.  This variety shoots
up a stem, on it grows small seeds or buds. These
small bulbs or seeds are saved 'till the following
spring, when they are planted; ds other onion seed,
but slightly deeper. ~ They produce large onions.
They are not so much estéémed as other onions, as
they are said not to keep so well, though we have
kept top onions, the white variety, good during
the whole season.
—— -

Canada at the Exhibition in New
South Wales.

In the Report of the Department of Agriculture
there is reference to the expected representation of
Canada at the Exhibition to be held in April in
New South Wales. The goods sent were in all
890 cubic tons from the Dominion. These exhibits
are not to be returned, but will be sold for what
they will bring.

e o D o
Iints to Dairymen, No. 14.
Written for the Farmers' Advocate, by J. Seabury.

There are several pretty strong arguments in
favor of butter-making on the factory principle
which it would be no harm to discuss; for every
patron and factory-man should give these things
his carcful consideration and study, and he able
to give his opinion on the subject. In the first
place butter made in that way will be very much
enhanced in value, and will command the atten-
tion of direct shippers, and will go directly into
their hands (just as cheese now does), and the
patrons would receive their returns direct and in
cash. I would ask anyonc to consider for a mo-
ment how much per pound his cheese would have
realized him the past season, or, in fact, any sea-
son, provided it was made up in the same way that
the butter is now made in private dairies, with
every man his own cheese-maker. I venture to
say that he would not get on an average more than
five to six cents per pound.

In the second place the dairy-woman who sends
her milk to a first-class butter factory would re-
ceive her returns (about once a month) directly in
cash, much more than she could get from the
grocer in trade. For instance, when ordinary but-
ter is worth 15 to 16 cents in trade, that same but-
ter, made up on the factory system, would be
worth 19 to 20c¢ and perhaps 22c, thus leaving 5
to Gc¢ in favor of the butter factory, which, after
paying all expenses for manufacturing, drawing
milk, &c., would leave a good margin in favor of
the factory system, to say nothing of the hard,
laborious work which the farmér’s wife and family
would be relieved of, for sctting, skimming, churn-
ing and marketing arc no light task, especially in
She would receive the cash at-
her door, and be relieved of all trouble and
milking and

the summer scason.
anxiety, save the cleaning  of

cans and pails. If the factory system  has

Danver's Yellow, an, early onion, an abundant

enhanced the value of cheese, which every one




e

76 THRE

FARMERS ADVOCATE.

April, 1877

must admit it has done, the same system will in
time enhance the value of butter quite as much if
not more,

Then the milk, properly handled and sent to the
butter factory, would yield a much larger amount
of butter than when made up at home, for the
simple reason that the factory has all the proper
appliances for setting, cooling, &c., which the
great majority of the private dairies throughout
the country have not; in fact, in a host of cases
the milk is as good as wasted, for where you have
not a good, cool cellar, it is almost fruitless work
to attempt to make good hutter during tlre hot
weather.  Another trouble with the hulk of the
dairy butter is that a great deal of the packing
and filling of tennets and firkins is spread over too
long a space of time, so that in some packages
there are two and three shades of color in one
package, to say nothing of the quality. No tennet
should be more than ten days in filling, for when
longer it is almost invariably of more than one
shade of color. If the grocers in giving out ten-
nets would not allow any one who cannot fll in
that time to take one, but would have their butter
brought in to them in rolls, or crocks, and then
shaded and packed carefully by themselves,

The great trouble is, we have too much poor hut-
ter. Good butter is the (‘\L't‘l’ti““ and not the
rule, although T must say that there is a great im-
provement within the last few years, hut there is
still great room for improvement.  There never
was yet too much good butter made, and we never

hear of the market |

overstocked with finest
butter or cheese,
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[ they be planted apart, Or will they

height, sound and young, with good dispositions :
also price? How do they answer for farm pur-
poses ” As W, €
We have known mules to do all the work on the
farm as well as horses, though they are not so gen-
erally used for that purpose. They are slower,

though at least as strong, and much hardier, and
they are kept at much less expense. We have
known an instance of a pair of mules driven by a
gentleman in his carriage. They were from an
imported Spanish sire.  They were tall and hand-
some, and were good travellers. Mules are much
used in the Nouthern States for all purposes. For
work in the cities they prefer them to horses, their
hoofs not being so liable to be injured by the mac-
adamized streets. Throughout the entire South,
on plantations their use is almost universal. Ken-
tucky and Indiana have been their great breeding
places.  They are mostly from Spanish sires, and
bring high prices.  The mule, like the ox, being
slower than the horse, and more patient in endur-
ance, 1s especially adapted forplowing and cultiva-
ting newly cleared land. We can see no ohjections
to the raising of mules in (anada, not only for
work on our farms, but also for sale. To do this
We have
often asked how it is that while many are import-
ing Durham and Ayrshire bulls no enterprising
farmer or breeder has thought of importing a
Spanish donkey, as there would be a fair prospect
of breeding large mules with good protit.  The de-
mand for mules is not confined to the Western and
Southern Ntates,

1t would be necessary to import sires,

We see there 1s a demand for
them even in that new wvountry, Manitoba, the
price being $300 per span.
—————
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The Royal Agricultural Society of Eng.
land. as Reviewed by an Ameri-
can Agriculturist.

The following comparison of *“The Royal”
with the Agricultural Associations of Am'erica
has led the writer to appreciate the thorough-
ness of the work done hy the Ol1 Country
Societies. Here, too, we have something

to learn
from that old society of the Ol Country. Thus
the Prairie Farmer writes -
In looking over the report of the annual meeting
of this society in the Agricultura! (a1t

_ , we have
been struck with the quantity and character of it
work as compared with our American societies of g
similar character.

The Royal Agricultural ~oci of England was
organized about forty vears ago. ” The area of its
work is a country not much ditferent in size from
Hlinois, but containing many times its population
and wealth. It isa country in which the land-
holders and landlords are a”very w hy and in-
fluential class. and take a proprictary interest in
the advance of agriculture. ‘
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soiling food. Timothy (Phleum pratense) is worthy
to be placed at the head of the grasses. Itis
adopted to perhaps a wider range of soils than any
other, and yields bountiful crops. The large or
pea-vine (7'rifolivm pratense) does not materially
differ from medium clover in nutritive qualities,
but yields a larger crop, and matures with timothy.

MULLET AND HUNGARTAN GRAss.—Millet (Pani-
camn milleacewm), on a dry, rich, and light soil, will
furnish an abundant yield of green food of the best
quality.  But it is not adapted to heavy soils,
which do not easily pulverize. It can be sown
from the middle of May to the first of July, boad-
cast, one bushel to the acre. For soiling, sheuld
be cut in bloom. Hungarian millet or grass (Pani-
cum Germanicum) belongs to the same family as
millet, and has been raised quite extensively in
some sections for winter fodder. But on the proper
soil, deep, rich, and in fine tilth, it produces a
most abundant green crop for soiling, and is a well-
balanced food. Its quality as a soiling crop is uite
similar to millet, and both have a value, when
grown in perfection, equal to that of any other soil-
mg crop. Ixcellent milk is produced from cither,
when in blossom.

Fooper Corx.—1 mention this last, though not
least in value. 1 regard the different varieties of
corn as standing highest in the list of soiling crops,
not that its nutriment is highest, but because it is
adapted to a wider range of soils than any other
crop, save, perhaps, oats. 1 regard sweet corn as
the best variety for this purpose—first, the early
kinds of sweet corn, then the early evergreen to be
followed by the late evergreen. Three pecks of
good seed, planted with a drill, 24 to 32 inches
apart, and cultivated two or three times, without
hoeing, on good land, will give a crop of great value.
Of the common kinds of corn, the small eight-rowed
variety is as profitable as any in the Northern,
Fastern, and Middle States. This should be planted
in the siune manner as sweet corn. If corn is sown
thick (which I de not regard as the hest plan), then
youmay properly commence feeding when in Hower.,
But if planted so far apart that a large portion of
the cars form, then commence feeding when in the
milk. If one has a good power cutter, it will pay
to cut the stalks, cars and all togethor.  1In this
condition there will be no complaint of the milk or
flesh-production of fodder corn,

Produce the Be

Let every farmer who is laying his plans for the
coming scason resolve to produce the hest of the
sort or kind he is growing or making, be it vege-
tables or fruits, grains or grasses, hops or tobacco,
butter or cheese, hay or straw, or whatever clse it
may chance to be, whether cattle or sheep, pigs or
poultry.  On looking over the market reports of
the present week, we find, in reference to hops,
that it is hecause of their inferior quality that ex-
porters refuse them.  With regard to this crop, we
have often scen it stated that the hops grown in
the United States arc not well grown, nor well
picked, nor well cured, every one of which defects
1& preventable.  Will hop growers, in planning tor
the coming crop, sce to it that so far as it is possi-
ble for them to do =0, all the causes named above,
tending to render the goods iuferiorin the market,
shall be prevented ¥ Keep 1n mind that it'is the

production of good, well cured hops, that makes:

this department of hushandry profitable. ' Resolve
to grow none but the best, and be sure that no con-
dition nccessary to prodyfice this result shall be
neglected on your part.

The same is true of pothtoes, apples, cranberrics,
ete.  The prices of potatoes last week were re-
ported as follows : The Pavis Scedlings, eighty to
cighty-five cents a bushiel; Garnets at eighty-five
to minety cents;  ProJfics at ninety-five cents to
one dollar, and Jgeksons at ninety-five cents to one
dollar; Farly Rgse sold at one dollar and five cents
to one dollar apd fifteen cents per bushel.  The
difference hetween the labar and cost for producing
a bushel of th¢ Davis Seediing and a bushel of the
Tlarly Rose weuld not be perceptible; yet the dif-
ference in the [price of a bushel of these varieties
is thirty-five cents.  New England apples are sell-
ing as low as one dollar ana seventy-five cents a
barrel, and Western apples are selling at two dol-
lars and a half and upwards (wholesale prices).
Ordinary cranberries sold for six dollars a barrel,
and tine Cape cranberrics from nine to ten dollars
a barrel.

Of butter, the prices ranged last week from
fifteen to thirty cents a pound, the latter figure be
iy for a choiee article, of which description there
is but little in the market, while of the inferior

overstocked. Of cheese, fine factory was quoted
from fourteen and a half to fifteen and a half cents
a pound and-upwards; common, or what is called
fair, twelve and a half to thirteen cents a pound.
Such is the state of prices with regard to dairy
products.  Who can tell how much more dairy-
men would annually realize if they produced none
but the best quality of goods?

Look at the reports of the live-stock markets,
the wool markets, etc., and the same tendency to
overstock the market with inferior products pre-
vails, Would that we could persuade farmers to
put forth renewed efforts, with the opening of the
season for 1877, to produce none but the best of
everything that they grow or make to sell. Thus
might they make farming a good paying business,
as 1t is when skilfully conducted. —Am. Cultivator.

Wuar 15 THE MosT PROFITABLE ?—Enquiries are
freqently made as to which is the most profitable
branch of farming. It depends on contingencies. In
some places corn-growing and pork-raising, in others
wool-growing, and in others dairying are steadily
profitable one year with another. Where circum-
stances, such as rich corn land, healthful dry pas-
tures, or abundant grass, with pure water, favor
onc or the other of these specialties, it is best to
fall into them, and keep to them. But for gen-
eral purposes, special crops or employments are
rarely suitable, and mixed farming is the best re-
liance. This implies the culture of roots, grass,
and grain, chietly for feeding to the stock, and only
partly for sale. The aim must be to distribute the
produce so that a good portion come back as soil
manure, and the soil is kept improving constantly
i fertility and freedom from weeds. Then im-
mediate advantage can be taken of any exceptional
condition of things, and if grain does not pay,
meat and wool may be made, and if grain happens
to be high, it may be sold, and some other cheaper
feed be bought to replace it. A sharp farmer, who
has some capital, and can turnabout at short notice,
will never be caught in o poor year without at
least average profit from  his business, —Aman
Agriculturist.

Selecting S

red.

Races of plants, however good, may, like cattle,
be either stunted and starved by poor food and
want of care, or have their properties of size, (ual-
ity of flesh, and carly maturity, still developed by
generous feeding, continued throughout successive
generations.  Thus the “nursed” root not only
shows the ideal towards which all aim in degree,
but represents in simply & somewhat exaggerated
degree what has really been accomplished by the
most eminent seed-growers, and so accomplished
quite as much by judicious nursing—or, in other
words, feeding—as by any other process. Now, it
cannot yet be said that the exhibition of such re-
sults is needless.  The time is not yet come when
such developed and well nourished seed is com-
monly used throughout the kingdom, any more
than it is yet come for every farmer to use, as he
should do, a pure-bred bull.  Countless numbers
still buy their seed -we will not say of a local
scedsman, since many such select their seed with
as much care as the leviatham houses, and are by
such means gradually making a reputation of their
own - but of vendors who take no eflicient care
that the uality is any better than ordinary. The
results are of a corresponding character ; and such
men need to be shown that by such procedure they
incur a startling loss. -

With all that is said about ‘‘nursing,” on the
other hand, itis quite certain that while no nurs-
ing in the world will produce the mammoth roots
we see at every show from such poor seed as yet
forms the supply of more than half England, so the
““nursing’’ processes themselves tend more and
more every day to translate themselves into ordin-
ary farming. Nearly all the great improvements
in agriculture have been first worked out in small
and special plots ; and only by degrees is it dis-
covercd in what manner and degree similar means
may be employed in the open field. The heavy
root-crops already raised by the employment of ex-
pensive manures, were in the first instance raised
by the special nursing of experimentalists ; but it
was rapidly discovered similar treatment evien paid,
when applied with knowledge and skill. Tt is
more than doubtful if those limits of the forcing
process which yicld profitable results have yet heen
rcached 5 and we need not point out how much
every consideration of this kind is enhanced, when

the problem is hound up with the other onc of

kinds the market, as it almost always is, is greatly j raising aud developing new and fine varieties,

It has sometimes occurred to us that root compe-
tition on a new system would be beneficial. Sup-
pose farmers were invited to compete for prizes
awarded to the heaviest crops off a given measured
area, full particulars of seed, treatment and cost
being required ; such would not supersede the old
root shows, but in our opinion would be very use-
ful. The obvious difficulty as to ascertaining the
exact facts might, we think, be got rid of by some
system of certificates from eithey the clergyman of
the parish, who is usually willing to co-operate
with his farming parishioners, or some of the
county officers. We have a strong conviction that
such defined contest would have a much better
effect than the present vague competitions of
.6 }l)rize farms ;” but whether or not this be so, we
believe root showing has much life in it yet, in
spite of the rascality of a few, and much work yet

to do, in spite of the good work it is admitted to
have already done.

Salt as a Manure.

A correspondent of the Country Gentleman, re-

siding in Brant County, Ontario, writes as follows
concerning the usc of salt as a manure :
. “‘Having seen a communication in your last
issue upon the application of salt as a manure, I
fully endorse the good results from its use, as ex-
pressed by your correspondent. In Brant county,
where I reside, its non-application will soon be the
exception and not the rule, as a material benefit ace
cruing to those who have used it, is such as to make
us feel that our success in growing good crops, par-
ticularly barley, depends to a considerable extent
upon its application, ‘xperiments have been
tried, such as leaving strips in a tield without any
salt, resulting in such a contrast as to cause any
one not knowing the facts to wonder at it.  But
the most- noticeable difference within my know-
ledge is where a farmer sowed the salt with an at-
tachment on a grain drill for that purpose, by
which, not working properly, some’ drills were
sulted and others not, making the barley field at
harvest time present a rather [udicrous a ypearance
as the salted drills were of a brighter c()inr, taller
and ripened fully a weck earlier than the others.

“ We find we receive the most. benetit from an
application of about 240 pounds per acre. We sow
broadcast on the ground after ploughing or before
cultivation, as the case may e, working it in with
the grain.  There is no question with us whether
we shall apply it or not.  Of course last season
barley was generally a pretty light sample, yet in
this vicinity we grew a considerable quantity up
to the standard, and which I may say almost in-
variably received the aid of salt; bringing the
highest market price, while the lighter grades
could hardly find a purchaser,

““So far as the cost is concerned, we can got
good, clean salt at $3 per ton, costing at our rate
of application about 48 cents per acre, surely a
very cheap manurial agent. 1t is considered that
salt very generously absorbs ammonia, yet it is not
thought to be a permauent henetit, as” in the de-
composition the ammonia is liberated freely, al-
though it is retaindd long enough to be of benofit
to growing plants. At all events, our cxperience
is where it has been applied to grain, the straw is
stiffer and brighter ; heads larger and better filled ;
weighs heavier, proving it to be by practice as well
as by theory a very valuable manure.”’

Foreign Farm and Stock Notes.

In the following correspondence of the Western
Farm Journal there are some useful hints for us.
We arc always increasing our own knowledge by
adding to it the experience of others,

Saxony posscsses a soil much reeembling that of
Belgium, and barley and vye are the chiof crops
cultivated, the climate being dry.  To keep up the
fertility of their soil; the Saxon farmers employ
much bone dust, guano, superphosphates, &e., but
in a specially associated manner, When tlu,: rye
is in tlower, yellow lupine is sown 3 at reaping time
the lupine has well taken root, and grows vigor-
ously after the rye has heen removed, . When the
plants arc in flower, generally about August, they
arc plowed in, the connnercial manures distributed
and the sol thus prepared is re-sown with ryc. In
dry climates and for light lands, this mode of
nmanuring is to bhe recommended,

In ,\‘l.;||||) Al OX O i COW  consumes :lllllll:l“\’ GO
pounds of salt; a horse 30, and a pig 16, The
Swiss say, it s impossible to have good meat or
milk, without salt.  The latter is ehe aper in Swit-
zevland than in France, and yet it 1y France sup-
plics the Swiss markcets with salt,
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Garden, Orvchowd ad Sorest,

Planting Forest Trees.

The work of cutting down the old forests goes
on uninterruptedly, and some farms in many parts
of the country are becoming as bare of trees as the
most densely populated countries, There the
necessity of converting all the land into tillage
farms, cleared the land long since of their indi-
genous forests, but the work of planting trees in
every available space has been going on mean time.
Here we have been clearing without a thought of
planting. Were every farmer, in clearing his
farm, to leave belts of timber till young trees
planted at the time would have grown sufficiently
to form the needed shelter for his stock, he would
find the profits of his farming greatly increased,
and the value of his farm enhanced far above what
it would if without timber. In some parts of the
Northwestern States they have formed Forestry
Associations for promoting tree planting, being
fully convinced of its profits in dollars and cents.
They say that it is well worth the cost in ready
money to surround the stock-yard and farm build-
ings with a windbreak that will, in five years, pro-
tect them effectually from the winds; and that a
crop of trees can be grown with far less expense,
in proportion to its value, than a crop of corn.
Timber sufficient for fuel for a family and for fenc-
ing can be had in five years from tenacres properly
planted. The Association say that ‘‘the net pro-
fits of a (uarter section of prairie properly prepared
and planted with forest trees, will within ten
years exceed the net profits of tem sections of
wheat;” and ‘‘a single cotton sced oan, by intelli-
gent culture, be developed into a cord of firewood
within twenty ycars.”

Any one who has experienced the difference of
the temperaturc in our rigorous winter on unshel-
tered lands and that within the woods or in places
enjoying their sheltering influence, must admit the
great effect treeplanting must eventually have in
modifying the rigors of our Canadian winter,
This, by itself, without taking into consideration
the pecuniary results, should induce ud to plant
trees for shade, if for nothing else. There is no
tree will, in the same time, repay the planter
greater profits than the Furopean larch.  From an
American writer we reprint an article on this
tree:—

“There is no tree capable of producing so large
an amount of such valuable timber in so short a
time as the European larch (Larie Kuropea D.C.)
in countrics where its cpltivation is possible. A
native of high elevations in northern and cenbral
Europe, and always growing on poor, gravelly,
and well drained-soil, it is not saurprising that
when planted under exactly opposite conditions,
as 1s often the case, it does not become a valuable
trec. Therocky, well-drained hillsides so common
1 Massachusetts are admirably suited to the
cultivation of the larch; and there is but little
land within the limits of the State too poor or too
exposed to produce a valuable crop of timber, if
planted with this tree.
~ The Furopean larch has always been a favorite
for ornamental planting here, and has shown itself
well adapted to our elimate.

In Europe, larch is preferred to all other woods
for railroad slecpers, and it is probably superior
for this purpose to the wood of any North Ameri-
can tree.  Larch fence posts are also in great de-
mand at high prices, and instances are abundant
of its great durability when thus employed. A
practical forester, speaking of this tree, says, “For
out-door work it 1s considered the most durable
of all descriptions of wood.  The lengthencd pe-
riod that some larch posts have stood is uite sur-
prising, some of which are known to the writer
to have stood nearly fifty yvears, than which there
can be no better proof of its durability.” For
posts, it will probably equal in durability our red
ceder, while in the power to hold mnails it is
greatly its superior,

The European must not be confounded with
the American larch, which, although a valuable
tree for many purposes, does not make durable
fence-posts.

Timber of the Eurepean larch is admirably
adapted for rafters, joists and the main timbers in
large buildings. When sawn into boards, how-
ever, it has the serious drawback of excessive
shrinkage, and a tendency to warp in seasoning,
and is therefore rarely used in this form. Its
prineipal uses in this couutry would be for railroad
sleepers, fence-posts, telegraph posts, hop and
bean poles, and other rustic work, and for piles
in bridges, wharves, and similar structures, where
the rising and falling of the tide require the
employment of the most durable timber possible.
White oak is generally thus employed, but it is
probably less durable than larch and far too ex-
pensive.

According to a writer in the Highland Society’s
Transactions, quoted by Loudon, the pasturage
under a plantation of larches thirty years old, and
which had been thinned to four hundred trees to
the acre, produced in Scotland an annual rental of
eight or ten shillings the acre, while the same land,
previous to the introduction of the larch, was let
for one shilling the acre. Grigor calls attention to
the same good result of planting the larch. ““No
tree,” he says, ‘‘is so valuable as the larch in its
utilizing effects, arising from the richness of the
foliage which it sheds annually. In a healthy
wood the yearly deposit is very great; the leaves
remain, and are consumed on the spot where
they drop, and when the influence of the air is
admitted, the space becomes clothed in a vivid
green, with many of the finest kinds of natural
grasses, the pasture of which is highly reputed in
dairy management. And in cases where woodland
has been brought under grdin crops, the roots have
been found less difficult to remove than those of
other trees, and the soil has been rendered more
fertile than that which follows any other descrip-
tion of timber. Already, in some of the Western
States, great interest is taken in the cultivation of
the European larch, owing principally, I believe, to
the efforts of Mr. Robert Douglas, of Waukegan,
Illinois, and large numbers are planted annually
with every prospect of success.

“Judging from the growth made by the larchesin
Mr. Fay’s plantation, which are the only ones I
know in this State offering any valuable statistics
in regard to the rapidity of the growth of this
tree, I think we can feel confident that on the
ordinary soil suited to their culture, larch, planted
when about one foot high and three years old,
will in twenty years average twenty-two fect in
Leight, and seven inches in diameter, three feet
from the greund; and that in thirty years these
will be from thirty-five to forty feet high, and
twelve inches in diameter; and if the plantations
arc thinned to four hundred trees to the acre, that
at the end of twenty years more, or fifty years
from the time of planting, the trces will reach
from sixty to seventy feet in height, and at least
twenty inches in diameter. This is also the aver-
age growth of this tree in the Highlands of Scot-
land, under nearly similar conditions.”

Plum Growing,

Can plums he successfully grown in the older

portions of the country notwithstanding the
strongly intrenched curculio? My success in this
direction has far exceeded my expectations ; but
1t extends over so few years that-1 am not ready to
give an emphatic atlirmative to the
Upon my farm was standing a 1
which was annually clothed in a
whiteness, whicn soon gave place to numerous
small plums. At this stage I was always doomed
to disappointment, for the saucy little turk was
always ready to nip my hopes—ii not in the hud:
in the unripe fruit.  Nature scemed to struggle s0
against such odds in her vain efforts to give us a
crop of fruit, that I determined to help her.
_ T know well that fruit growers would tell me to
jar the trees and destroy the curculio as they were
caught upon a sheet spread beneath the trec; hut
one who has a large farm to atte
likely negleet it just in the ¢
thus lose the crop.

foregoing query.
arge plum tree
robe of snowy

nick of time,” and

1 therefore decided “to make a trial in another
direction.  Ahout eight years ago 1 set an orchard
of 25 plum trees, cultivated them well for two
years, and then put a fence about them and

‘ a hen
house among them,

About fifty liens were con-

fined within the enclo

. . . sure, and from that time no
i cultivation has

been required, as the hens allow no

nd to would (uite [

vegetation to grow among the trees. And now for
the result: Two years ago, one tree gave a good
crop of plums; last year two of them did the same;

dueed crops that entirely beggar description.
Many people came to look at them as the fruit
covered the trees, and ’twas the unanimous ex-.
clamation: ‘‘Never saw such a sight before.”
Branches a foot in length were packed with plums,
like grapes in clusters. I greatly fear that my in-
discretion in allowing so large an amount to remain
and mature has jeopardized my prospects for a
crop the coming year, for I think the trees must
be much exhausted after such an effort at produc-
tion, the crop being not only numerically large,
but the fruit was individually large, at least, so it
looked to me, as my cyes had never looked upon
such a sight before. In size, all the way from that
of an ordinary Damson to a fair sized hen’s egg.
Color, from nearly white to green, red, pink, light
and dark purple. Time of ripening, August 20th
to October 20th.

Should any one be at a loss to know what kinds
to plant, I will say that I sent to Ellwanger &
Bairy, Rochester, N. Y., for fruit catalogue; from
that I selected those kinds, all things considered,
that I thought best suited for my purpose, then
sent my order as above.

In production of eggs the hens pay a good profit;
in cultivation they save hand work; in destruction
of curculio they have saved the plums, and thus
have fulfilled their mission. I think it would not
be wise to attempt to utilize hen labor unless they
were confined, as they are not particularly fond of
curculio, and probably would not destroy them if
allowed to roam where more palatable insects were
to be had. I have thrown the curculio to a lot of
hens; the first picked it up and dropped it, the
second did likewise, but the third came along and
put the little fellow beyond the reach of plums.

But for this one obstacle no fruit is more easily
grown than the plum, and if a little further trial
shall confirm my opinion of the feasibility of plum
growing, 1 shall be richly repaid for the experi-
ence.

Any one who keeps a dozen hens can easily have
plums for family use, for hens will do quite as well
for the shade of the trees, and at the same time
keap the trees well fertilized.—G. 1. I1. in Scien-
tific Farmer,

The Garden Pea,

BY J. H. GARNIER, M, D,, LUCKNOW,

The varieties of the garden pea are now so nu-
merous, and the qualities so much improved dur-
ing the last quarter of a century, that cvery one
should have at least three varieties planted for
table use, on the same day of the month. Tt is a
well established fact that peas of no sort grow to
advantage on too rich a soil, and we have proved
this to our cost in our own garden. The ground
should be trenched over in the fall and allowed to
remain in furrows all winter, by which means as
much frost as possible should be introduced into it,
and at the earliest moment in spring as practicable
it should be dng over carefully and raked level.
No occasion for manure of any” kind for the crop,
for if the ground be too rich the plants will grow
to any length in bushy straw and produce very few
peas.  All that is required is to keep down vermin
and weods, and proper hocing up.

In sclecting the three varicties, we "get the earli-
est, the sccond earliest and the late, and plant
them all on the same day, and we have them com-
g i due suceession and producing one of the most
delicious dishes that is found among vegetables,
In the earliest sorts we find none superior to Nub-
ting’s No. 1, and consider it the hest, as it is a
dwarf, and we strongly recommend dwarfs as the
best and cleanest for a cottage or private garden.
MceLean's Little Gem and Tom Thumb are also
very superior and fine bearing dwarfs, as we have
proved for many years.

X For sccond early we sow Blue Peter or McLean's
Princess Royal, and for the latest Yorkshire Hero
or Dwarf Waterloo Marrowfat.  We can recom-
mend these dwarfs, as we have tried them and
speak not from hearsay.

Having sclected seed and prepared ground, we
proceed to sow.  Make hroad dvills four or live feet
apart, and sow thickly and evenly about three
mches deep. We make our drills the full hreadth
of the hoe, or seven nclies, and as level as possible
in the bottom, placing a tally at cach end. ~ Not a
woment should be lost in planting peas; the carlier
Ithe better, in March if possible. Do not let wet,
‘h'ust‘\' or bleak weather interfere, It makes no
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difference to the pea.  Dow’t let ignorant neigh-
hors trouble you with the idea that there must be
“growth” 1in the ground, whatever * growth”
means in this case. Try my recommendation for
once, and I guarantee you will do so always.

Now, it may justly be asked—But why plant
dwarf peas that seldom exceed fifteen inches in the
haulm, four or five feet apart? We answer, for
cconomy, as in the intermediate spaces, exactly
half way between the peas, we intend planting our
corn in proper scason.  This will not interfere
the least with its neighbor, as the peas will he all
cleared off long before the tall corn stalk interferes
with them. We have had large dishes of Nutting’s
No. 1 as carly as the 14th of June, and then as
often as requisite for six weeks, the later sorts sup-
plying all demands.  All the hoeing the corn and
peas get, the better for the soil, and in fact it may
be considered as giving the land rest to raise these
crops, as they are not exhausters and require little
manure. We remember not long ago making a bed
some two feet broad, very rich with old hot-bed
manure, and sowing a dvill of swect peas.  There
was no mistake that they did come up magni-
ficently.  We rodded them four feet and used
guano water frequently — They grew, and grew,
and grew, overtopped the brush and fell back al-
most to the ground in grand luxuriance, but we
scarcely got a bloom, and these werc very large,
flabby and inferior in perfume.  On another occa-
sion we planted the Champion of England, Black-
cyed Marrowfat and Tom Thumb, and used guano
water, plaster of Paris and soakage from a pig pen
freely, and had the satisfaction of astonishing our
neighbors at the ““ monstrous fine peas,” in fact,
the tallest they ever saw, and ¢ some new and
grand variety, ’as we often heard.  But we had a
mighty small quantity for table use, and I don’t
intend to cultivate in that “ pains-taking”” manner
again.  Any lady or gentleman who wishes to have
nothing but straw can casily try, for over-feeding
the roots of the pea prevents the crop and makes
““magnitficent plants.”

It has heen said that peas do not do well on the
same ground for two years in succession, and we
generally plant them on some pateh that has been
used for potatoes or cabbage the previous summer.
We prefer dwarfs for the reason that they are far
less troublesome, requiring no support, are almost
or quite as productive, quite equal in flavor, and
far more casily managed.  But by all mecans se-
cure good seed, and let it be well remembered by
all your rcaders that dear sced, if fresh and sound,
is onc hundred fold. cheaper for production than
stale trash for nothing.  No one should grumble to
pay for good seed, and make it a point to get it
from reliable scedsmen, avoiding what is generally
sold in villages and country shops.  There is no
money in it, remember that.

Among the taller growing sorts of carly peas we
may mention the following, which having formerly
grown, we know to he good, but for the table think
them inferior to the first mentioned dwarfs 1 —
Carter’s First ('rop, Daniel O'Rourke, Kentish In-
victa and Caractacus.  These are about three feet
]1ig]1 and good. For seeond t:m‘ly we f()l‘lllcl‘ly
grew Saxton's Early Long Pod, which certainly is
very good, hut it does not in our garden come up
“to the mark, as stated in the eatalogues, as we got
as many as 8 or 9 peas in a pod, not 11 or 12, The
Tmperor Napoleon and the Empress FEugenie are
also excellent, the former light green and wrinkled,
the latter white and wrinkled.  The late varietics
comprise Champion of England, Black eyed Mar-
rowfat, Blue Imperial and the Sugar Peas, which
arce skinless and cooked pod and all, and the late
crop is, if anything, the best flavored,

The pea IS o very ]hLIlI\_'\ 'lvlc.llt. and all ];l';i"“(‘.{]
men know perfectly that spring frosts don’t injure
it in the least.  To sum up, then: Don’t give rich
goils to the peas plant as carly as possible, cven if
a flurry of snow is on the grownd, or o vin of frost;
plant about three inches deep, thickly, in abroad
Arill: and as soon as they come up cover them with
a thin coat of earth, and subsequently hoe two or
three times. 1f this be done, we can ensure success,

Lilinm Brownii.

Written for the Faruers' Advocate, /',J,' John 1II.
Cloarwicr, M. -D., Luclnow,

Japan is cwinently the Tand of lilics, and we
have there obtained formany years thosc exquisite
gems that nover fall to excite admiration at their
heauty, or please by their surpassing delicacy of
odor.” The longitlorum varicties are comparatively

new to Amcrica, reminding us of the Amaryllis,

yet their contour is so peculiarly their own that
this stands forward as if the nationality of Japan
were in her lilies. The Brownii blooms that ap-
pear in our beds were introduced about twenty
years ago. Lily bulbs are all intricated or in
scales, whether more or less thickened, and that of
this species is of average size, from six.to eight
ounces in weight, and of a dirty yellow color. It
is perfectly hardy, having withstood the winters
of (‘anada with me fer seven years and blooming
well. In Ontario snow generally falls before the
ground is frozen, which, acting as the blanket of
nature, both fall crops and bulbs suffer little harm.
Early in May the shoots of the Brownii are seen,
and gradually rise to the height of three or four
feet, producing on the summit from one to four

charming blossoms. Dark green on the outside at
first, these change to a chocolate brown, and
lengthen to about nine inches. It then expands in
atrumpetshape, the edgesof the petalsarerecurved,
displaying internally a pure pearly white, which
occasionally inclines to creamy. The anthers are
deep chocolate brown, and the pollen very copious,
freely leaving a mark on the cheek of any fair ad-
mirer who approaches too closely to inhale its
fragrance. Its scent,r which is powerful, but not
heavy, reminds you of the orange blossom mixed
with the hyacinth and vanilla, and add to this a
flavor of honey. When a bed is in bloom it per-
fumes all its vicinity. It is a rare lily here, as we
never saw it except in our own garden. In Hol-
land it can be obtained for about $2 per bulb, and
we know of no florists who keep it on hand for
sale. It is a slow producer, requiring four years
to mature, hgt once in bloom it is yearly a source
of delight, and we look forward with more pleas-
ure to see this than any of our other 130 varieties
of lily. The first season of blooming only one is
found, the next two, and along with it likely a
second stalk without flower, the third three or
four are displayed. This bulb is” very impatient
of removal, and should be transplanted in October,
but the less troubled the better for the bulbs.

We shall now consider the culture of lilies gen-
erally. The bed should be excavated thirty
inches deep, and, if requisite, well drained, be-
cause water lying on the bulb rots it and the per-
manent roots. In the bottom eight or ten inches
of old hotbed or cow dnng manure should be
trampled firmly and the bed filled in with the re-
moved surface earth, which must be well incorpor-
ated with old manure and raked over. This should
be left a fortnight to settle. Hot manure must bhe
avoided, as it would force the bulb and likely des-
troy the roots and the plant during the follow-
ing winter. All stones, tree roots, and the like,
should be carefully removed. It must be remem-
bered that lilies are a permanent plant, and like a
rose bush are a fixture. Once planted lilies should
remain at least four years, and then ouly lifted to
be thinned, as  they might be too thick or over-
crowded. Plant them five or six inches deep and
two feet apart. The ground must be thoroughly
drained, and no water remain to rot the roots.

In the warm, dry days of May we scatter thickly
old manure round the coming sprouts, and water
freely with lime water to destroy vermin. The
next day we give a good soaking to the bed with
weak guano water and use it once or twice a month.
The effect is wonderful, and we are amply repaid
by the grateful bulbs giving us grand, beautiful
and fragrant blossoms.  When the frost kills the
stem, carefully scrape away the earth around it to
the crown of the bulb, and cut it closely, and you
will find two or three hulblets adhering. Remove
these and plant the same depth as the parent bulb,
and treat exactly alike; in three years you will
have a bloom in general.

The Lilivn Brownii blooms in July and remains
abhout ten days, and one opening after another, we
have the pleasure of their company for nearly a
month.

All lilies have two series of roots, the perman-
ent, lasting for the life of the bhulb, and the annual.
They thercfore require a deeper planting than is
venerally supposed.  The permanent roots descend
from the base of the bulb and the stem rising in
spring, sends from the sides of it those roots that
feed the flowers, and are close to the surface of the
«oils and among them the bulblets are produced.
A bed Tor lilies must, thercfore, he carcfully pre-

{ and allowed  to remain for a munber of

1t looks well in o lily bed to have inter-
vening rows of tulips, hyaciths or erocus, and
a wood eduing of crdeus in our garden vives an cle-
sant appearance.  Thesce carly Blooms come and
are cone ere the more graceful and comnanding

lilies are scen, and their leaves act as a covering to |

- s

the ground, and keep in the moisture and keep it
cool at the same time. Hyacinths and crocus can
remain for three or four years, till growing too
thick, and the tulip can be taken up for its summer
sleep and replanted in the month of October. We
grow many beds in this way, and find the effect
elegant and a saving of our scrimp space.

Lilies flourish in almost any soil.  In clay soils
a good supply of sharp sand and old cow manure
is absolutely requisite; but of course a deep loamy
and sandy soil is best. In a wild state they some-
times grow amazingly deep; sometimes we have
dug up L. Canadense as much as eighteen inches
from the surface, and the Philadelphicum, which is
a very small and delicate bulb, we have seen from
seven to twelve deep.  There are no plants in na.
ture that better repay the anxiety of the amateur
than lilies, and we have in our garden one hundred
and thirty species and varieties, and are yearly
adding fresh sorts, as they can be procured. There
are now some elegant varieties from Japan, quite
new, and as soon as they bloom we intend to send
you photographs and descriptions, as they will be
mteresting to a large and intelligent portion of your
readers.

Grapes as a Wholesome Luxury.

Those who have failed to give attention to the
subject, would be surprised at the great amount of
delicious, wholesome food that can be grown on a
small piece properly cultivated in grapes. Leavin
out the question of profit as a market crop, it wi
pay every farmer to devote more or less ground,
according to the size of his family, to grapes for
home consumption. There can be but few who do
not relish a good, well-ripened grape, and we be-
lieve that it is conceded by every well-informed
physican that they are quite wholesome, and well
adapted to the wants of the system.

There is scarcely any other way in which you
can derive so much luxury from a small piece of
ground, as to plant it to thebest varieties otpgmpes,
and give them clean, thorough culture. Suppose
we appropriate one-eighth of an acre to a family
vineyard, and dccide to plant the vines eight by
ten feet apart; then it would require sixty-eight
plants to fill the plot. If started right, kept clean
from the beginning, and systematically trained u
to trellises, it would require but little labor to cul-
tivate it as it shonld be, and the amount of gusta-
tory enjoyment it would afford to a family, for
several weeks, or for several months, if proper
varieties are sclected, is beyond computation.

If good, strong roots are planted, we do not have
to wait long for fruit. 'T'wo-year-old plants, set in
the spring, will gencrally make a little show of
fruit the second year, and bear a number of bunches
to each plant the third year. In a few years, if
well managed, the product may reach from three
to five tons to an acre. The higher amount would
be at the rate of twelve hundred and fifty pounds to
the size of plot we are contemplating, which would
afford a family twelve pounds, ora half bushel
basket full every day for sixty-two days. What
luxuries for the palate the farmer might enjoy, by
taking a little pains. \We would sooner consent to
banish meat than fruit from our tables.

Pear Blight.

It is a good time to study blind and dark sub-
jects with which we have to deal. So I pen a few
lines on pear-blight. I have just been reading A,
L. Hatch's article on ¢ IMire-Blight,” and conclude
that, althongh his statcinent as to the direction
taken by the circulating sap through the tree is
correct, yet that it does not follow that it is not
spoliation  of sap that produces blight. A, L.
Hateh's statements as to the general conditions ate
tending fire-blight, we regard in the main correct,
Is there any record of its taking place, however
hot the wecather, during the continuance of a
drought 7 So, in the words of Mr. Hatch, it oc-
curs when ““heat and weather stimulates to a rapid
or excessive growth.” At such times there is a
superabundance of sap flowing in the tree, which
has to be elaborated in coming in contact with
fresh air through the leaves, and perhaps in a slight
degree, through the bark When is this most
rapidly brought in contact with fresh (or unused
for the purpose) air? It is when air is in active
motion.  When times of still air take place, at
times of rapid growth, then the circulating sap
may not he fully claborated. Let much heat ac-
company such still times of the atmosphere, and
we have the very conditions which it secms would

spoil the sap and make it poison instead of health
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to the tree. But let a change come; let the atmos-
phere bestir itself, and the spoliation of sap,alrcady
commenced, is immeditely arrested, and health is
secured to thetree. When even the spoliation of
sap has not so far advanced as to have become an
active poison to the trees, the poison may concen-
trate in smaller or larger amounts, which would |
account for the occurring of dead spots, smaller or
larger, locating themselves here and there about
the trecs.  This reasoning might be extended to |
account for the gradual destruction of many trees |
after first being affected, and why some scetions
are so subject to it; while others are seldom if cver |
visted by it; but I will not pursue if further at pre- |
sent, only adding another theory to its prevention |
to the numerous ones gone before, and not as my |
own, but as that of another. It is, that plenty of |

- . |
Pinus Austriaca—The Austrian Pine.
. warranty is not worth the paper itis written upon,

This is one of the most ornamental of this class
of trees that will thrive in Canada.  The long,
thick, dark-green foliage makes this tree sought
after by every one who plants an ornamental
ground,  The contrast of the rich appearance of

the folinge, when growing near the other varieties

of pine, is so pleasing that cvery one who sees them
is sure to admire then

All varictics of pine may be suceesstully planted

e

dealers who have but little responsibility, whose

who are continually roving through our country

"and taking hundreds of thousands of dollars a

. farmers.

year out of the farmers’ pockets that they should
not have.  There is always a lot of cheap surplus
stock of some varieties to be worked off in every
nursery, and such stock is too often palmed off on
1t is far better to pay a fair price and

get something you want than to be disappointed

later than fruit or common trees. The present

illustration is from onc of Messrs. Ellwanger &
Barry's specimen trees, They have a very fine

supply of specimen trees on their grounds at

charcoal mixed in the soil about the roots of fruit | gochiostar, N, Y. they have the Larcest stock of

trees, has a very great in-

fluence to counteract the

tendency of blight, or to

prevent it. — Garmantown

TLelegraplh.

Fir Teces and Rain-
fall.

I'he influence of the pres-
cnce or absence of luxuri-
antly leafy woods and for-
ests on the raintall of
country has long been re-
copnised.  Wenow read
Bredermann’s Centralblatt
ol sonie experients  that
have been undertaken to
Lo ascertain to what exteut
the same ellect may he pro-
duced by s and pie
Two obscrvilions were es-
tablished = tor purposes ol
cotpartson - the oncover a
climp of pinus sylvestres
e 40 teet hughy and the
other over a bare sady
Pl 300 metres (528 yards)
ot tant trom the wood, and
at the swne haght ahove
the level ot the grouned,
Twelve months™ abserva-
tions showed that ot the
total  vaandtall within that
pervtod, L0 per cents o
tell over the trevs tiarov el
the tiore =aind H00 wmetres
di-tant trome then, Ths
pestults reginded as all the
HIOrC U PEISIG SHee e
i s ol Loprect II‘\

mlar nature e the case
of ondk oo e hwood s el
givenan e eesaal Dpereent,
only e tavor ol the woodaod
~ite o observation, - Fuor-
ther, tie mean state ol sat
Uiactton ot the e aver ta
woodl was townd to be do
poer vent, hicher than ol
that over the harg et
ol s, the Tormde holdameg
much move water
prision thive the atter,

'he crownd, too, winder the

RIS

trees retamed tar anore
water than the exposed
carth, the evaporation o
the surtace, thanks to it
shadde ot trees aoed o
betng only once-sixth of that
outside their friendly shel
Ler. Al these points fore
ihly suggest the utility  of
planting pime forests in
sanedy and chalky plains, which
renue unproductive for want of
In tinees of icavy saimnfall suelas we have o
coently expevicneed, thenr value can scearcely he
over estimated, ;xlnu]'lnll;_g as they do, much \\‘lt(‘l
und retarding llnw\w;\l,.- i m“]ft.‘ which, \>11{, )

must otherwise
water,

for
such checks must uevitably have assumed the forn
ol devasting imundations,

\ .

W quote the above from the Faroer, |»\\\»1i~l|\.|
i London, I'AH;‘I.IIHI, The facts descerve the con-
wderation ot all farmers and others interested in
o actionad prosperity,

Orcnarn s Cementing over the joints ol
the tile with water-lime and sand will prevent
clogging frow the roots of trees,

PINUS AUSTRIACA, = AUSTRIAN, OR BLACK PINE

trees we have seen. When you wish for trees that

are not procurable in Canada— and it ix o well

known fact that there are not near cnouch trees
yet raised i Canada to supply aur v qltil'v;m»nts
the hest way to procure your stoclk, H‘I{lt 1s, if you
want trees that you can depend on, is to send \‘ulll‘
erynien, We
Know of no better cstahli hients than (hose of

. .
Ellwanger & Barey Rochiester, NV G

order direet to the most reliable nuy

|,L>]H \\'

V\YYII“ Forento, 1l llwlw‘\:‘\ \ vl.l_\l““. London,
hiere ar many Taee wholesal,

y nurseries m e
States Lhat

e tor suwel men as Ellwaneer o

AN

Larr {
rey ad ton our ( .l'llll'“dil tl‘lk\lkk l‘l‘AL‘I'C e
it

and vexced all the rest of your life by having in-
ferior trees or unsaleable fruit.

We can speak from experience about this plant,
Have more ornamental trees about your dwelling,
more shade trees on your farm, and more fruit
trees, if you can take care
of them and of the fruit.
Spend once day, before the
ground 1s dry enough to
begin your spring work, in
planting maple and other
trees on your farm. C'ut off
a good part of the tops;
they will grow the better
for 1t.

Praveoses. The Prim-
rose likes o shady horder.
Sone of the finest samples
we have over seen of the
doublevarictios were on the
foot of 18-inch spaces, so
cotnmon hetween wall trees
and alleyvs, Here the white,
the lilac, the yellow, and
the purple, or champague,
as it was then ealled, were

never saw them so tine nor
so-many of the purple or
yellow or primrose double
varicty  before nor sinee.
Whiat i< rather unexpected
by amany is that primroses
m such cool quarters flower
as carly as those inowarmer
and dricr sites, We have
also noticed thefsanie thing
m regarvd to the carlier vari-
ctics of the common single
primrose.  ‘I'he purple and
the white are far carlier
than the yellow strains, and
the former on north and
cast horders are as carly
this year as the smne sorts
on southern and  western
ones. The purple is; how-
cever, considerably carlier
I vases raised about four
feet from the cround than
on the tlat, thus givingfresh
‘!)]'KHIII that the 1‘()111(‘&!,
stratwm of air is found on
the surface, or within a few
mches of it.

Viora Preoay (Bied's
foot Violet), Perhaps we
woulll be more willing to
decorate our horders with
some of our native flowers

some, cven, which we
exterminate from our
grounds as common  weeds
—if we realized how high-
. ly prized many of them
'he Viola Pedala, for instance, is
e great 11('.111.111‘1 in ]‘:ng];uu]_ while in this country
1ts l’“;“‘vt)’ 1s rarcly appreciated. It is one of the
nest of our violets, with handsome flowers, an
e across, in color ranging through all the shades
of Tavender and violet, — The leaves are deeply di-
\'|<lwl., like the foot of a bhird, and the ]yl;mt‘\'ery
‘1““":' and compact in hahit. It is a lwrclmi:t],
and found growing wild in masses in the woods and
dry smls of our Northern States. It hlossoms
about the beginning of June, at which time the
!IU\‘"(‘I'H may be picked by the hushel if the locality
15 favorable to their growth, It may, however, be

ave in Burape,

casily cultivated in owr Hower gardens, if planted
moadry sandy soil, and in the shade,—Zhe Flower

| Gardd,

m all thene glory, and we

ﬁ——*
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1sibility, whose . [ . : . . I, L X
- 't{’ Root Pruning. | 2 time into an over-luxuriant habit. In such a ! Grogory's Catalogue, of Marblehead, Massachusetts.
131 iken. pon, case it is customary to check them by root prun- Mur. Gregory, we consider, has as good a reputation
th our countr o B . ing, simn by diggrine round one side of the tree | as any scedsman in the States on vegetables
y y pruning is an operation now gencrally resorted to. “5’ > ]‘)ly %’d tgg ng 11(1‘ nd 0 'E“ to' or and i t) o ‘l iy ooy, Moo, o A : ‘.lj‘]'tl"ll‘l‘“ and
ds of dollars a If vr Qv carried out, it is perhaps ti t cer 1is year, and cutting off some of the stronger and | potatoes 3 he ntroduced some: good cabbages and
) properly carried out, 1t 15 perhaps the most cer-) oo nendicular roots, #nd treating the other | squash, lettuces, &e., &e
hat they should tain way to reduce a luxuriant tree to a fruitful | 'tiI il t ’i‘ n" B il elf llé(;\\'in , vear BMAIR, ™ R
s§ cheay surgl state.  We wish to emphasize the word properly, | portion in the same manner the following year.
i plus Y St ng e . P garly antumn, while there is yet some heat in the
hecause it is quite as possible by root pruning | - 1 is the boet & for “root pruning as the
. g | ground. i s Thy . ak
to reduce a tree to a state of permanent sterility as \ fOl_“‘tl’ 18 11‘13) 05 ime 121 : ,O] “!L)l ]i}i,l o
:n palmed off on to make it fruitful,  Fruitfulness in trees of luxu- | Warmsa cnables the wounds to heal quickly, aly

For promoting the fertility of fruit trees, roow

BURBANK'S SEEDLING
Is a seedling of Early Rose, butis of Massachu-
sctts origin. Unlike its parent, it is white skinned.
The remarkable productiveness of this new seedling

ked off in every

a fair price and riant habit, such as apples, pears, and plums, and, al‘z“]tl(? tlhrlo“i 0;‘13 fl'c:]h‘fecdtc.r? SU' a8 1“']’ h“;““‘ﬁ.i‘:' will be scen in the fact that the first year from the
ba dist : in fact, iall other trees, depends upon that balance established betore the active growih ol 8} g [ sced ball the yield was . three pounds three
e disappointed | commences. Trees thus managed, with bi-annual

of force between the roots and hranches which, i ¢ ! | 1y kevt i ounces, all large sized potatoes ! Sincethen it has
while it insures suflicient force in the beanch, at the | atte [;tml} “fm(')tfwlumt“;‘;' nny] 'Lf( ALY fflj ']“ & | yiclded 36 pounds to a rod of row, has averaged a
same time promotes the complete maturation of the constantly fruitful state, and for small gardens j,ushicl to nine hills, and 435 bushels to the acre.

fe by having in-

: wood, and thus the formation of tlower buds.  To | nothing looks so neat as bush or pyramidal treos 80 planted side by side with Early Rose, New York

wbout this plant. i ll A4 ) managed. — 2., in Garden Tabe Rosc. 1'eciless and Browirell's, Dot :
. Twelli hit the happy medium, to so balance the forces of \ agods " : ate Rose, Peerless and Brownell's Beauty, it has
‘ }()lm tiwieLling, the tree that fertility shall be attained without | S exceelled them in )'ml‘.l- In _l»c:ulty of formitigun-
alid Miore Irutb merging either into Juxuriance or weakness, consti- | Potatoes. _ cexcelled, the proportions being all that can be de-
u can take care tutes the success of the careful cultivator. 1f,  The question has heen asked by more than one of sired, and 1s never h«_»llmy hearted. 1t has the
ond of the fruit however, trees are planted and, asis frequently the | our subscribers, what are the best kinds of potatoes | good characteristic of yielding almost no small pota-

case with the amateur cultivator, are allowed to | to plant.  We are unable to answer this to suit | toes;  while butj, five-sixths of the Larly Rose,
grow on and on for years, with the ex- growing sulc‘ by side, were of market
pectation that they will grow mto fruit, size; of the Burbank forty-nine tiftieths

- day, before the
dry enough to

spring work, in ‘ the cultivator must not be surprised, if were marketable. - Hardly a rotten po-
saple and other root pruning is resorted to, and not very tato has been found thus far in its his-

5 i ; f carefully carried out, to find his trec tory, while standard varietics growing
et el thrown into @ state of unfruitfulness side by side under preceisely similar cir-
rt of the tops cterne, in fact, until such time as sufli- cumstances ]““'“_ rotted badly. It has
arow the better cient foree is again aceumulated to form but few ceyces, which are sunk but a little

healthy growth,  Fortunately, however,
owr Teadings nurserymen ave so particular
in the stocks theymake use of, and re-

below the surface. o guality it is fine
grained, of excellent flavor cither boiled
or baked, is dry and {loury; in fine, is all

. The Prime- sort so systematically to root pruning that can be desired. It ranks hetween
v oshady horder. and transplanting, thatit is only by bad the very carly and very late varietics.

¢ finest samples management after the plant leaves the In brief, “IL" argument forsending outb
ver seen of the | nursery that the balanee of foree will he the new scedling 1s as follows:  Ist, its
ctics were on the distwrhed, Suceh disappointments, how- exceptionally great productiveness; 2nd,
Anch spaces, so ever, do oceur, and generally result from the first-class quality of the potato; 3rd,

the capital trait for market, that it pro-
duces almost none of unmarketable size;
Jth, its hardy vigor; 5th, it does not

Here the white, manures. When the luxuriant habit is

tween wall trees mistaken kindness i using rich oils and
“1\' \'l-”u\\Y ;11141 ' Il]wlllcw]‘ tlu-- \\nlnl !HI'I)I('II il\‘ too \hwllg

, or champagne, 1 and sappy to Y’n1nv| flower ]\iltlh‘,':'lll” vrow hollow-hearted cven when \\'Ui.;;ll-
hen called, were hence barrenness ix the result. This meovera pound to a single potato; 6th,
[ :I()I‘\'7 ;1]111 we Ill;ly :ll‘i<t' from over l'iv‘]) \Hil.u!‘ fl.'ulll one “lu Irl‘(Arlml.i I‘m.w .".!ltl “l’]”'(‘”"“l\'() ;.“.c KO
v so ffd e or nmore root=rushing away deep into the SATIAE GITIG. ut,hiu.t” c it will draw the attention of
f the purple or athsoil, where they sueke up such ('!'u«hr _ _ ‘ marketmen.
primrose double matterthat growth is promoted Late mto the antionm every  person :\ntl‘ every locality. lt‘, IHm) we T —

e er Sinee instead of heing hronght into the maturing state not | thought the Late Rose I»_(-tt(-l' than the lu:u-l_\j |w\4f; \ Uit of our Canadinn seod _ ' .

dher unexpeeted later than the middle of August. With the uxu- \w_pl:mtwl‘mnrv extensively the llltv‘t«‘l' \:l,l'll‘t)‘ in | Mg ”V'” 4 t.lll‘-“}]-‘l?ll <' |I'I'>I"|“|}">:J',>|”-\\(.l‘h‘ has -
< that primroses piant tree, and when the luxriance i the result | 1876, and found t,h“w that had the Early Rose had \ ‘“ o ‘t‘“ Ll]‘ "f ,;(l!\ hllll'“t ' l.l*.' iy Ohio much
1 quarters flower of over-feeding for a sevies of JLALS, the best |a !"'Hﬁl‘ crop. No ‘1"’”]'t t]“f ‘7‘“,‘.1'%“,"““"""[ this. }l)‘wl'x‘nt ’ M '(( ” Y ‘}"' : At \<“.\|‘. or the Vermont
those in warmer plan will be found to lift it out earefully from the | O the much-landed Compton's Surprisc that were : :l l f\; . Alui. ,1”.( ﬂ"l"‘.\ ‘li - ‘l‘llll!m “”I‘I. l‘llm potato,
sites. W have place in which it has heen growiny, to sl_mrtcn in | to hranch and grow again, we think l»n_t littlo, 1t ‘H' . f‘;‘“‘“i ”‘ \“‘ i l,‘ VIr‘vﬁ I]”“v |:1‘;‘g it superiority.

d thefsame thing the strongest roots, :.«wl to plant it again alnoss thay crow too near the surface they often hecone e Tollowing we quote from n.s. .Ll;lltp‘%jll(‘: '

o the carlier vari- upon the surface of the ground, 4 o I have  received  from kind

o o, sl i using a little freg]a xoil around the IW'H'L\', onan average, about
The purple S i roots, and mulching the surface of lifty new seedlings a year. To all of
are far carlier the gu_nlnxl with some spent dung these have given a civeful and con-

low strains, and or leaf mould. arcfully staked to scicntious trialof theirmerits, onmy

v e erkl prevent  wind - waving, and the experimental crounds, planting them

branches judiciously thinned out in
carly spring, and those retained
shortened hack, such a tree wil be
moderated in its growth the follow-
ing season, and will almost invari-
ably produce abundance of fruit
huds, But il the check is too great,
sterility may be the result fora year

with wote-hook 1 hand, and follow-
g their growth and development,
with note-hook, throughout the sea-
son. Among such a multitude  of
varietios, [ have found many that
woere ahmost  decided .‘lwlllixil,iunﬁ,
but were either similar to varictics
already well known,  yielded too

S are as L‘;l"ly
s the same sorts
rnoand western
Cpurple is; how-
rlerably  carlier
usced about four
he ground than
thus giving fresh

b L onlilest or 't\\'n, which sterihity will he more nlmny hi»ll.l” polatock, or potatdes
S e Tumiid b quickly overcome hy lilicral troat- 1 mt_\\{ u»vlmv»u‘;;y_, r:»'n to too sharp
or within o few ment. o .Itllnllinvn:,! A.rl ,\\1( Ir(' .ln .k’ul.if( (fl,h({r way
{ i So far, the treatment of unfruitful Buly sheped, bor mun <ot had too
' | trees may be said to he contined to many or too 11!‘('_]»',\ sunken eyes;
those only recently planted.  When . were of poor quality or too prone to
Proaia (Bird's: i trees of more matire vears are har- HURBANK'S SEEDLING rot. | Iun’:‘:m ly I have found but
). Perhaps we ren, then more cautious treatment R LB : . . three out of over two hundred uf-(-«l-
more willing to ; must be resortad to. For example, nothing s hare and turn green ; tll(“(,'.\'(;\‘:ll‘i"tHH‘l"'lv‘]rl) inden- | lings that llLL\’(:. 1)1!)\'(‘«1 t}l‘l‘lll“é“l\(‘h to be (l(-«'l_dml
ur horders with more common  than for pear or plum trees, of ted; they waste too much in cooking, Phe quality - acquisitions. .] I is one of the numerous scedlings
i native flowers f larue size, when trained against a wall, to be ix excellent, but we would not conmme nd them. ol the Barly Rose, hut while almost all of thesc are
ven,  which we i entirely fruitless.  To take up such trees and  Thg Alpha are commended hy many, bt we think  so like their parent as to be undistinguishable from
ate from our replant them would 1ot generally he the right  but little of them from 1]]1"]1L:-'L two yeirs” experi- H:, t]w_}(‘fw'/.‘/ Ohin, while in color ke the Iu.’u:ly
s common  weeds shing to do, hecause heing of mature growth, ~cnce. The mlu:h-lmnlx:d Ixcelsior we found Lo Bose, is, in shape, distinet, \‘urm'l_' l‘ﬂlllnlw?»]wllg in-
alized how high- the check of complete removal might be too great. excel all others for 1“'lt'11n,‘1, although they had been \‘,«':\11' of oy :xi-wzl.!nﬂ. . so that side by xhll{ it 1s
many of them In such cascs the best thing is to comnence at the much 1'|;(-unnngwlw-«l. I'he last-named three were the readily distingu dhable, Onthe Targest specimens,
L for instance, is extreme point of the roots, and to lift them, ac-: leading varietics of the mm"t noted American potato the ll‘l'L' rof cyes at the i o f:n‘l(n.\ 'ltl.f‘u’uwl slightly
¢ in this country cording to the size of the tree, to within two, four dealers. There 13 ditficulty ulmut‘ all new varie-  one side of the Jonger axis,Ghia [t) (~\..‘-(:l]'-nt,.
It is one of the or six fect of the main stem, and then to re-lay the  ties of sced 3 they are generally Tiude A too highly. - Grown ulr.» Ly wide with Yll/w Farly Roge, it proved
ome Howers, an roots near to the surface of the ground; or, v case . It is difhicult to tell, \\'ltll‘r!lt.‘u‘tll:l] trial, which are o ,y,/‘ raplior, il ’,’l.f '/'u/ 'Irw iz ’/w/'rl.f/."fr/f./ r
oh all the shades of wall trees, half the roots may he taken up one  bost.  We by all means advise you o plant your e 1 H!t]u: acareful '”“A'v"l its ““‘r”}th'sl-lhv by
s are deeply di- season, following them to the very base of the main crop of whatever variety has yielded ')"' tin side with all the e “ ) “'v“]“"r‘, ""'\'vl M'?rm:t the
[ the plant very gtem, and the remaining portion, if necessary, the youri I,{M»(n'_lmm\ cand if for \in]w. II.“l varicty that « public, b .wlv‘-; s er t m(\'. H"\I\‘ T."Jllwlv,vﬁ ‘1\llln‘]]]H|U
[t is a |>(‘I‘t‘llllill], following season Sl treatment cautiously car-  will sell hest i ybur market, Huv‘ Faoly Bose will  from vadoms Jou alitics in New ,llu .(]mtl , the Middle
in the woodsand ried out will generally restore the balance of Torce,  be most generally plante d, ;l][}lwll“_“ﬂ many that have | and W »:'4 rn States, 1‘ b of which ',l I{n:: sent as
. It hlossoms | and with it fruitfuliness will onsue.  Now come we tried the Farly Vermont w U1 prefer them,  Brow. - a now < cdlime of special promi 1',]‘%]&\'11» the Ohio
which time the {o the ordinary trees—suclh as are prepared by root 1I's DBeauty ‘is a good ll"lxlt‘yu Many hike the in "1.-- s l‘w “,,""“'.'/H’ |rr'/."lw.‘"y ;lr-‘l | 1st, ax
hel if the locality pruning Lhefore they are sent out from the nursery, Sowi] |1w.‘ "| here are many other varietie ll:‘-'"- ’/""'/"""" K / BT SIS 2 /‘ Al _/'/“v. "" .'_7”-
nay, however, be and may be =aid to have heen reduced to a moder-  duced by 41-1Hn rent secdsmien MY UG SO0 abiin- / hatically u ///]/] /l l'”v I"H*MC{’\I;, ’ tr t/l irluut_:/‘
rdens, if 1\)]{llltC(1 ate and healthy state of growth.  These, some- donel. ~Of the new varietios advertived ths year | dgually roeig, alid cyuaiie Wy hut ) of the latter
e, —T e Flower times, if transferred to a rich soil, may start atter we give the following deseription from M, J. 1L varieties,
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navigation. At this village there are plenty of
stores and good hotels. A stage leaves Bracebridge
three time weekly, by which persons in search of
land can reach any of the Free Grant townships
now open for location. The Crown Lands Agent
for the District resides in Brackbridge. This gen-
tleman will supply lists of the unlocated lots in
each township. :

In conclusion, T hope that the few plain facts I
have laid before the readers of the ADVOCATE may
be of some service, and that particulars of the dis-
trict which I have adopted as my home may result
in leading some families to settle on a Free Grant
lot in Muskoka. I may say that I shall at all
times be pleased to answer any inquiries through
the ADVOCATE, or otherwise, providing a stamp is
enclosed for reply.

James AsppiN, Aspdin P. O., Muskoka, Ont.
March 12th, 1877,

Poultry Raising.

DEAR SIR,—According to promise, I now give
you a short account of my experience in poultry
raising.

I have been for the last fifteen years trying to
find out which is the best fowls, and the most
profitable for a farmer to raise. I have tried some
four or five diffcrent breeds, viz.:—The Black
Spanish, which I found excellent layers in summer,
but very tender, and, unless kept in a warm place,
no winter egys to be got from them, the very time
we enjoy such a luxury The White Leghorn are
very similar. The (awe is a fine fowl, both to
look at and on the table, but I found them so
given to fighting that sometimes before well out of
the shell they were at it.

I imported, some four or five years ago, from
Mr. Loyd’s stock of Brahmas, ¢ Coldstream Poul-
try Yards,” Baltimore, U. S., one pair lig' -~d
6me pair dark Brahmas, and I find 1t the )
vestment I ever made, as I never wan
winter now ; 1 have not been a fortnigh

plenty of fresh eggs since I got them. er
the Light to the Dark, and some of our ling

breeders with whom 1 have been conversing say
the same.  In speaking of the Light Brahmas the
editor of the Poultry Chronicle says :—*“ It should
be a large, weighty fowl, of a free, majestic bear-
ing, alike removed from the waddle of the Cochin
China and the upright carriage of the Malay;
short in the leg and neck, wide and full in the
breast, and wide and deep in make; legs yellow
and well feathered ; tail short, but otherwise full
in size and spread, that of the cock opening into a
fan ; comb small, and it may be divided and sep-
arated almost like three combs, or nearly united
into one, but its triple form is always evident.”
He sums up by saying, what are they then? They
are Brahma Pootras, large, heavy birds, symmetri-
cal, prolific, good layers in winter, and hardy, liv-
ing where Cochins would starve. I showed a pair
of L. Brahma Cockerels, dressed rcady for table,
at our Guelph Xmas poultry show, weighing 18 Ihs.
A cross between the Brahma and B. Spanish makes
an excellent layer and gives hardiness, which the
Spanish has not got.  They are certainly the most
profitable fowls for a farmer that I have yet met,
and do not eat more than other fowls ; and when
the grain comes off will wander in search of food
all over the farm.

In speaking to Mr. Thomas and Mr. Butterfield
at our show here recently, they both recommended
the Light Brahmas as being the best and hardiest
fowl for a farmer’s use.

I sec the Plymouth Rocks are highly spoken of
by those who have tried them, and 1 believe are
good layers ; but | intend to stick principally to
Light Brahmas, as being far ahead of anything I
have yet tried.

We had one of the finest shows ever held in
Canada here recently, and I am only sorry to sece
my brother farmers patronize it so poorly.  They
stand in their own light, as nothing pays better
than poultry when properly attended to. T sold
some 350 worth of poultry last year besides 100
dozen eggs, and had all we wanted for our own use
in a family of twelve, and started in spring with
some thiity hens, principally of the L. Brahma
breed.

I might give you a description of our show here,
but as [ have no doubt you have got full accounts
elsewhere I will not trouble you; suffice it to say
there were over 1,000 entries—41 pairs of geese
and turkeys exhibited alone, some of the turkeys
weighing over 10 1hs,

I hope you will try and encourage the farm.crs,
at any rate the farners’ wives and daughters, to

f take a greater interest in poultry, as well-bred
poultry, I am convinced, pays as well in proportion
as well-bred stock. I think we ought to offer more
prizes at our Central and Provincial Shows for
‘¢ farmers’ fowls only,” as it is almost impossible
for them to compete with such breeders as Messrs.
Thomas, Butterfield, Allen, Sturdy, Bogue, &c.,
and if they once took an interest in competing
with each other you would soon see as good breeds
shown by farmers as by professionals.

I would suggest that a class ought to be made
at our Provincial Show at least for a few of our
leading poultry breeders ‘‘for farmers only.” 1
hope some of our leading poultry men will take
this matter up. I hope some others will give their
experience in your valuable journal soon again.

Springfield Farm, 13th March, 1877. J. A,

[We entirely agree with the suggestion of our
correspondent. There should be special prizes for
farmers’ poultry. And for the proBassionals proper
precautions should be taken that the prizes be for
poultry bred and actually ‘owned by the exhibitors,
not bought for the occasion, or borrowed, as it is
said has been done at former Exhibitions. —Ebp.]

Sir,—The ApvocATE for March has just reached
me, and I am sorry to find you have lost a sub-
scriber, merely because you stated the truth re-
specting the Red Chaff wheat. A farmer in this
township told me he tried it, and although it
yielded well, yet it makes bad flour. The grain
dealers, I believe, generally ship it off to England,
when it lowers the standard of wheat in the ling-
lish market, and, consequently, dealers should re-
fuse to buy it even when mixed with
other wheat, except at a reduction of 20 cents
per bushel. I am sorry to find thatso many of our
farmers after having robbed their farms of its fer-
tility by repeated cropping with wheat, and selling
their wheat at good prices, are so stingy that in-
stead of using their profits in underdraining their
farms, wherever necessary, purchasing artificial
manures, making home comfortable, and educating
their children properly, prefer to deposit their
money in the banks, so that if a panic is imminent
they will make a rush to draw it out, and so make
bad matters worse. Ina legal point of view a man
has a right to do what he will with his own ; but
no man has any moral right to use his property in
such a manner as to injure the community. The
hard times for this Province have only just begun,
and must becowe worse yet before business can be
again settled on a sure foundation. Whenever
the weakest bank in the Province fails, a panic is
sure to set in, and those stingy, narrow-minded
farmers I have alluded to, will immediately make
a rush on the banks, to withdraw their funds. In
the Daily Globe of the 24th ult., 1 noticed a de-
tailed statement of the liabilities and assets of
all the banks in the country, and on looking over
it I found that the amount of specie and
Dominion notes put together held by some of them
was not equal to the amount of notes in circula-
tion, and deposits, payable on'demand, for which
they are liable; consequently, when a panic does
come, they would soon have tosuspend specie pay-
ments, although many of them appear to have
abundance of assets, and only require time to
utilize them; but this would involve a general panic
similar to that in 1866, but even worse, as we have
now more banks and many more stores than ex-
isted then. Although all classes seem to he posssesed
with such a rage for gambling and fast living, that
the Province must be reduced to the verge of bank-
ruptey before they can be induced to economizc.
1 have noticed your remarks concerning the wheat
supply from India. A supply of cheap wheat is
an absolute necessity for England, and from no
other country can such a cheap supply be obtained.
Considering the disorganisedcondition of the labor-
ingclasses in England, even amongst agricultural la-
borers, dear bread will be the signal forasocialrevo-
lution and consequent anarchy for a time, and con-
soquently the English Government will make every
exertion to stave off such a calamity as long as pos-
sible, but a few yecars may elapse first, and till
then a good market will be found in the United
Kingdom for all the butcher meat,alive or dead,and
horses that we can export. As you have observed,
we must look more for a market at home, and in
other foreign countries, than we have hitherto
done.  In conclusion, I would only observe that
those who may this season experiment on different
kinds of wheat should never sow two varieties in
oue field as they would be surc to hybridize, so
that the crop can not well be pure.  SARAWAK.

[Thanks for your communication. We will be
pleased to hear you at any time, and your lctters

(

shall receive due attention. In the article on lime
in the last number there was an unintentional
omission. To spread the lime evenly on the
ground, it was first wheeled out in heaps, and
then spread evenly with a shovel. This was
necessary in order to spread the fifty bushels even-
ly over half an acre.

We fully agree with your remarks as to the
wrong done by farmers in hoarding the profits from
their farms instead of investing them in needed
improvements on their lands. Money expended
judiciously on the farm is placed in the safest as
well as the most profitable baiitk. The increased
value of the land amounts to far more than bank
interest, and it is there a deposit that cannot be
affected by any panic. Still we do not think that
deposits in our banks arc unsafe; if there be at any
time a loss, it will be to the stockholders, not to
depositors; nor do we think the prospect in the
Province quite so gloomy.

Concerning the condition of the laboring classes
in England we have no fear for the future. Eng-
land has passed in safety and triumph through
many storms. Powerful enemies without, and
false friends within the camp, have been powerless
to shake her throne as Ruler of the Nations, and
we have no doubt that she will maintain her proud
position.

The hybridizing of wheat is at any time attended
with such difliculty that there need be no dread of
casual occurrence from two or more varieties being
sown in the same field. Even when seed is sown,
as it frequently-is, the varieties grow quite distinet,
and the distinction in the sheaf and bin is appar-
ent to any one.—LEDb. ] :

Borers—Western
Gypsum,

Sik,—As a farmer I find every No. of the Ap-
vocATE instructive and interesting, although I do
not spend much time on ““Minnie May’s Depart-
ment;” the boys and girls attend to that part of
the paper with much amusement and delight.  So
much of the contents being written by practical
farmers, makes it, in my opinion, of so much the
more value to us as a class, than it would be if
filled up with long learned disquisitions by pro-
fessors of agricultural chemistry, &c., from the {)E‘,Ht
schools on the continent.

1 cannot admire the letter of A, . 1 donot sec
how he will mend the matter by ¢ stopping the
paper,” unless he can stop the whole future issues
of the Apvocare ; the farmers of Canada need
such a paper-—onc that will tell the truth indepen-
dently of private interests, and while the Apvo-
cAtE 18 conducted on such honorable principles it
cannot but succeed, for be it remembered the
farmers of Canada are the bone and sinews of the
Dominion.

Apple-Tree Corn

The Red Fern wheat has been tried by me, and
others near, and appears to be the leading variety
since the Fife wheat has failed ; it makes good
flour and a very good yield.

“ Hints to Dairymen; by J. Seabury,” are amon
the best 1 have ever recad on the subject, mls
should be read by cvery cheesemaker in Ontario.
As a farmer | feel much interested in the produc-
tion of butter and cheese as the only stronghold
for many of the farmers in the old “grain-worn
lands ; my farm is onc of them, therefore, for the
last two years, I have encouraged cheese factories,
to the best of my ability, as more remunerative
than raising grain, and cven now L am not satisfied
with eheese factories alone, but am trying to get
butter factories united with cheese factories, wher-
ever around me sufticient water can be found to
make a good article of both,

When at the Centennial in Oct. (where every in-
telligent farmer of Ont. should have gone), my
comrade and myself formed an acquaintance with a
gentleman from Little Valley, Cattarangus (‘ounty,
N. Y., who had much experience in butter and
cheese making, and who proposed to came to Ont.
and conduct a factory on the system adopted there.
He is here now, and has contracted to conduct a
“(Creanery,” as he calls it, on the system for
which he and his partner, Mr. Larabee, have a
U. S. patent,

If success attend our efforts in that line, several
other creamerys will he put inoperation next year in
the Old Leeds Co., Ont.

Your correspondent W, K., speaks highly of
gypsum, I have ],ru\ul it on ]i"ﬂ'h{ so1ls to be an
cxeellent dressing formeadows, cspecially if clover
has been sown and failed, it will restore clover., 1
have mixcd it with unleached ashes, equal parts,
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Gorvespondence,

The Free Grant Lands of Muskoka.
(Continued.)

ROADS.

Large sums of money have been annually laid
out by the Ontario Government in building eol-
onization roads through this district, and now 1t is
intersected in almost every direction by them.
The principal one is that from Washago to Gra-
venhurst, which was the first made in Muskoka ;
it was then extended to Bracebridge. Then thc{
Bracebridge and Huntsville Road was built, from
which diverges the Parry Sound, the Port Carling,
the Brunel and the Stisted Road, each having
branches of minor importance, all tending to open
up the surrounding lands, which have been sur-
veyed for settlement. ‘

During the sumnier months stcamboats ply upon
the Lakes Rosseau, Muskoka, Joseph, Mary and
Vernon, which are a great accommodation to
settlers located in the vicinity of these waters.
The railway, too, has been extended to Graven-
hurst, which is its present terminus at the foot of
navigation of Muskoka Lake; it is, however, ex-
pected that a further extension of the line will be
made northward, passing through several town-
ships, to tap the Pacific line now under-construc-
tion from Lake Nipissing to the Georgian Bay ;
with this line completed, cvery portion of the dis-
trict will be within casy and direct access of To-
ronto and Ottawa.

DEVELOPMENT.

The progress of development and improvement
in the district has been very rapid indeed. In this
immediate neighborhood, on my first settling here,
neither roads, churches, schools, post offices or
stores existed, but now we have all within casy
distance; lincs of telegraph have also heen con-
structed. Persons who visited Muskoka five years
ago would scarcely recognize it now, so great have
been the improvements in a short time.  Ministers
of almost every Protestant denomination are sta-
tioned in the district, and a Roman Catholic Bishop
now resides in Bracebridge.  Two newspapers are
published, viz, the Free (rant Gazette and the
Liberal, the former at Bracebridge and the latter
at Huntsville.  Saw mills and grist mills are nu-
merous, and liberal encouragement is given to
manufacturers of all kinds.  The municipality of
Bracebridge has just voted a bonus of 2,000 for a
tannery, and has also granted bonuses to other
descriptions of manufactures. The unlimited water
power throughout the district oflers rare facilities
for manufacturing enterprise, not to be surpassed
in the province.

MARKETS.

The continual influx of new scttlers creates a
demand for produce of all kinds at paying prices.
Store-keepers, too, will take in trade or pay cash
for any quantity of grain, &c., or furs. The opera-
tions of lumbermen Lave improved the market for
hay, grain, and such supplics as are required by
these parties.  Hay sells at about $10 a ton, and
oats for 50 cents per bushel at the present time,
and when the lumbering husiness is an;way brisk
these prices are doubled.  Fvery scttler coming in
goes farther back to the unsettled lands.  He, in
turn, wants supplics, which, until e grows
enough for his own consumption, he purchases
from older settlers, who thereby secure a ready
market for what they have to dispose of. The home
demand will thus be good for some years, and as
the means of communication (now pretty good) is
always improving, there is no danger of the local
market becoming glutted heforea railwayis opened
through the district, a misfortune which has been
felt by settlers in some of the more remote town-
ships in Western Ontario.

THE FREE GRANT ACT,

Jy this Act heads of families obtain a of
200 acres of land : single adults, of either sex, or
those who are 18 ycears of age, get 100 acres, or
if more is required they are at liberty to purchase
100 acres at 50 cents an acre cash. The conditions
of settlement are, that there shall he cleared in
five years, at least least 15 acres, which must be
fenced and under crop ; a habitable Tiouse must be
built, the dimensions of which must not be less
than 16 x 20 feet. These conditions being com
plicd with, at the end of five years, the deed will
be issued.  Fhe Homestead Law provides that if a
locatee or his Ticir remain on the land it cannot be
seized for debt for twenty years,  The Free Grant

Act has, undoubtedly, proved a great stimulus to
the settlements to which it extends, and has
proved a great boon to many families, who, under
its provisions, have been enabled to secure good
farm lands, which they could not otherwise have
hoped to possess. Of the several Free (irant Dis-
tricts of Ontario, Muskoka has far surpassed the
others in progress of settlement. During the year
1876, in this township (Stisted), 68 persons located,
the number of acres located for being 7,566. Dur-
ing the same period seven patents were issued for
those locations upon which the regulation duties
had been performed.
THE SETTLERS.

The present inhabitants are perhaps as good a
class of pioncers as cver invaded a new district.
Certainly, the classes and nationality of them are
of great variety. We find here some rich, and
some poor ; many intelligent and well (;ducatm_l,
as well as unlearned; but all are throwing their

energies into the same channel and vie
with  each other in hewing out for them-
sclves independent homes in the new sct-

tlements. Doing this now in 1877 is easy,
compared with what it was a few years ago, when
there were no colonization roads running through
the district in all directions, as we have now.
There is little trouble experienced by new comers
now to reach their locations, whereas settlers in
days gone by had no such advantages, but rather
many trying privations and drawbacks to contend
with. Many of those settlers are now living in
comparative ease and comfort, and enjoying the
results of their many years of toil, and they de-
ligh to recall the thrilling incidents connected with
the early history of settlement.

INTENDING SETTLERS,

Those who are likely to succeed in Muskoka are
men who have been accustomed to work. A
strong, hardy man, who has courage and persever-
ance, with powers of endurance, and has some lit-
tle means to commence with, cannot fail to get
along. There are, however, other classes who also
do well here; I refer to those who have lived on
rented farms, and who possess suflicient means to
enable them to employ labor and to snpport their
families until they can raise crops from the land
they take up ; others, too, who, though they may
not have been accustomed to farmer’s life, are de-
sirous to adopt agriculture as their profession, and
who have means Lo support them until they become
acquainted ‘with the work, and get some land
cleared. Many men even with families have come
here without money, and have succeeded, but these
experience many hardships and privations; therc-
fore the experiment is not one that I would recom-
mend, as the man who takes up bush land wihtout
the necessary means to give him a start, has a poor
chance. At least two hundred dollars would be
requisite for a married man to haveat command to
expect to succeed on a bush lot. It is a common
practice for those of limited means to hire out, and
get employment from home, either upon the roads
or with the lumbermen, but this way of working
can only succeed for a short time at first, as their
abecnce from home only leads to their farms being
neglected.  Some have adopted a plan which has
been found to succeed well in cases where persons
of limited means wish to make farms for them-
selves here ; the mode of operation is this :—The
person locating being in steady work in some city,
or older settled district, visits the Iree Grant
Lands, and after making a selection of land for
location, engages with some reliable and trust-
worthy settler in the neighborhood to clear a few
acres for him as his means will allow, while
he himself steadily works away at his accus-
tomed employment (at which he can carn good
wages), until he can sce his way clear to
finally settle upon his land. T would not recom-
mend any one to follow this plan who did not wish
toreside on their land aftery say, one or two years,
as o longer period ef- absence might result in the
loss of their land.  Those who mtend goine into
tire hush to make a farme should consider well he-
fore they make @ move that way; if they can doas
well elsewhere  they should not come here, hut
those who can henetit themselves by leaving, should
lose no time in doing so.  Some  have come who
never should have come, and there are al:o many
who are not here who should e here. There are
nany on small Tarms, on rented farms; or onomort-
caged farms, with families growing up, who coulid
here seeure homes both for themselves pud their
Families; many are Liived out and won s Teand,
w o, 1l they would come here aund wark as |

J i
for themselves; would soon be independent [t is

surprising that there are so many able-bodied men

living in cities, paying high rents, paying high
prices for provisions and fire-wood, and losing their
health into the bargain, whereas, if they were
here, they would get land of their own for nothing,
a house of their own for raising, lire-wood for chop-
ping, and very soon they would be able to raise
their own provisions. Many spend their winters
loafing round, not being able to obtain a day’s
work, and consuming what little means they have
acquired during the summer, besides often running
into debt before the spring opens.  To the atten-
tion of this class in particular I would recommend
the advantages which the Free Grant Lands pre-
sent. Many, doubtless, there are who would wil-
lingly come here if they knew more about the
country, and were to seek the information they
require.
HOW TO SEE THE LANDS, .

The best time to look for land is in the spring,
before the leaves are fully out, or in the autumn,
after they have fallen;  at these times the flies are
not troublesome, nor does the snow prevent a thor-
ough examination of the land.  New arrivals can-
not too closely examine the land before locating;
there being an abundance to select from, they
should not hegrudge a few days in search of good
lots, so that if they do not get them, the fault is
their own. It is to be regretted that through care-
lessness or a too hasty decision in this matter,
sometimes settlers become  dissatislied after resid-
ing a while on their land, a state of aflairs which
they might avoid by exercising a little more dis-
cretion 1 their choice.

ADVANTAGES OF MUSKOKA,

The advantages which Muskoka presents are both
varied and substantial.  Being within easy access
of Toronto, almost in the Iime of the shortest route
from the Atlantic to the Pacitic, and forming the
intervening space between the northern extension
line and the Canada Pacific Railway, 1t must, at
no distant date, be intersected by a line which will
be its main artery of communication; such a line
is the projected Muskoka Junction and Canada Pa-
citic Railway, which 'is to connect the two lines.
This line completed, Muskoka will e placed in a
l,nmltill'u l'llll.&“y as favorable as any district Ul'l‘ullgh
which the Grand Trunk or any of our principal
lincs of railway pass, for bheing linked by raillway
with Toronto, the market will be little inferior to
that busy centre of commerce.

The advautaces, too, which the ample water-
power of the district presents is unsurpassed and
is practically unlimited, and enough some day to
cause this to be an important manufacturing coun-
try.  Mincrals have been found here in suflicient
(uantitics to pay for working as soon as more ecffi-
cient means of communication are completed, in
order that they may be transported to a distance.
Besides the pine, the hardwood timber in several
localities will become an article of commerce with
increased facilitics for exporting it.  Much of the
fine birch found throughout the district will be
very valnable.  IHemlock bark, too, will be in de-
mand for tanning purposes.  As a stock-raising
country, Muskoka possesses advantages which sur-
pass every other portion of the Province. It will
doubtless become the nursery for sheep and cattle,
and will eventually be the district from whence
the older settled portions of the Province will draw
their supply.  The land is high and rolling, is well
watered, and as a grazing country it will always
be famous.  In no portion of Canada will be found
for the family of the emigrant so many advantages
combined as Muskoka presents, providing that
they have but sullicient means to gain a footing in
it.  This, when not possessed by those when ar-
riving in the country, can scon be acquired by in-
dustry and thrift, while working for wages for a
year or two after their arrival, — Indeed, 1 would
not advise newly arrived emigrants, cxcepting
those with some means, to scttle here, until they
have been i Canada a year or two, and until they
have acquired some knowledge of the mode of
working, and the ways of the country, which are
i most instances so totally ditterend to what they
have been accustomed to in the Old Country.
Such persons will find the climate of Muskoka
preferable to that of Great Britain, the scasons be-
mz more regular, and although the winters are
colder, we have warm, bright, sunny days, the sky
heing bright and clear. '

ROUTE.

Muskolka is reached from Torouto by the North-
crn Railway, which extends as far as Ciravenhurst,
pow a thriving village in the Free Grant District.
The next paint is Dracebridge, distance 11 miles,
by stage in winter, or by boat during the scagon of
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navigation. At this village there are plenty of
stores and good hotels. A stage leaves Bracebridge
three time weekly, by which persons in search of
land can reach any of the Free Grant townships
now open for location. The Crown Lands Agent
for the District resides in Brackbridge. This gen-
tleman will supply lists of the unlocated lots in
each township. :

In conclusion, I hope that the few plain facts I
have laid before the readers of the ADVoCATE may
be of some service, and that particulars of the dis-
trict which I have adopted as my home may result
in leading some families to settle on a Free Grant
lot in Muskoka. I may say that I shall at all
times be pleased to answer any inquiries through
the ADVOCATE, or otherwise, providing a stamp is
enclosed for reply.

James Asppiv, Aspdin P. 0., Muskoka, Ont.
March 12th, 1877, |

Poultry Raising.

DeAr SiR,—According to promise, I now give
you a short account of my experience in poultry
raising.

I have been for the last fifteen years trying to
find out which is the best fowls, and the most
profitable for a farmer to raise. 1 have tried some
four or five different breeds, viz.:—The Black
Spanish, which I found excellent layers in summer,
but very tender, and, unless kept in a warm place,
no winter eggs to be got from them, the very time
we enjoy such a luxury.  The White Leghorn are
very similar. The (GGame is a fine fowl, both to
look at and on the table, but I found them so
given to fighting that sometimes before well out of
the shell they were at it.

I imported, some four or five years ago, from
Mr. Loyd’s stock of Brahmas, ** Coldstream Poul-
try Yards,” Baltimore, U. S., one pair light and
one pair dark Brahmas, and I find it the best in-
vestment I ever made, as I never want eggs in
winter now ; 1 have not been a fortnight without
plenty of fresh eggs since I got them. I prefer
the Light to the Dark, and some of our leading
breeders with whom 1 have been conversing say
the same. In speaking of the Light Brahmas the
editor of the Poultry Chronicle says :—*“ It should
be a large, weighty fowl, of a free, majestic bear-
ing, alike removed from the waddle of the Cochin
China and the upright carriage of the Malay ;
short in the leg and neck, wide and full in the
breast, and wide and deep in make; legs yellow
and well feathered ; tail short, but otherwise full
in size and spread, that of the cock opening into a
fan ; comb small, and it may be divided and sep-
arated almost like three combs, ‘or nearly united
into one, hiit its triple form is always evident.”
He sums up by saying, what are they then? They
are Brahma Pootras, large, heavy birds, symmetri-
cal, prolitic, good layers in winter, and hardy, liv-
ing where Cochins would starve. I showed a pair
of L. Brahma Cockerels, dressed ready for table,
at our Guelph Xmas poultry show, weighing 18 Ibs.
A cross between the Brahma and B. Spanish makes
an excellent layer and gives hardiness, which the
Spanish has not got. They are certainly the most
profitable fowls for a farmer that I have yet met,
and do not eat more than other fowls ; and when
the grain comes off will wander in search of food
all over the farm.

In speaking to Mr. Thomas and Mr. Butterfield
at our show here recently, they both recommended
the Light Brahmas as being the best and hardiest
fowl for a farmer’s use.

I see the Plymouth Rocks are highly spoken of
by those who have tried them, and 1 believe are
good layers; but | interid to stick principally to
Light Brahmas, as being far ahead of anything I
have yet tried.

We had one of the finest shows ever®held. in
Canada here recently, and I am only sorry to sece
my brother farmers patronize it so poorly.  They
stand in their own light, as nothing pays better
than poultry when properly attended to. T sold
some %50 worth of poultry last year besides 100
dozen eggs, and had all we wanted for our ‘own use
in a family of twelve, and started in spring with
some thirty hens, principally of the L. Brahma
breed.

I might give you a description of our show here,
but as I have no doubt you have got full accounts
elsewhere I will not trouble you; suffice it to say
there were over 1,000 entries—41 pairs of geese
and turkeys cxhibited alone, some of the turkeys
weighing over 40 s,

I hope you will try and encourage the farmcers,
at any ratc the farmers’ wives and daughters, to

3

take a greater interest in poultry, as well-bred
poultry, I am convinced, pays as well in proportion
as well-bred stock. I think we ought to offer more
prizes at our Central and Provincial Shows for
¢ farmers’ fowls only,” as it is almost impossible
for them to compete with such breeders as Messrs.
Thomas, Butterfield, Allen, Sturdy, Bogue, &c.,
and if they once took an interest in competing
with each other you would soon see as good breeds
shown by farmers as by professionals.

I would suggest that a class ought to be made
at our Provincial Show at least for a few of our
leading poultry breeders ‘‘for farmers only.” 1
hope some of our leading poultry men will take
this matter up. I hope some others will give their
experience in your valuable journal soon again.

Springfield Farm, 13th March, 1877. J. A,

[We entirely agree with the suggestion of our
correspondent. There should be special prizes for
farmers’ poultry. And for the professionals proper
precautions should be taken that the prizes be for
poultry bred and actually owned by the exhibitors,
not bought for the occasion, or borrowed, as it is
said has been done at former Exhibitions.—Eb. ]

Sir,—The ApvocaTe for March has just reached
me, and I am sorry to find you have lost a sub-
scriber, merely because you stated the truth re-
specting the Red Chaff wheat. A farmer in this
township told me he tried it, and although it
yielded well, yet it makes bad flour. The grain
dealers, I believe, generally ship it off to England,
when it lowers the standard of wheat in the kng-
lish market, and, consequently, dealers should re-
fuse to buy it even when mixed with
other wheat, except at a reduction of 20 cents
per bushel. I am sorry to find that so many of our
farmers after having robbed their farms of its fer-
tility by repeated cropping with wheat, and selling
their wheat at good prices, are so stingy that in-
stead of using their profits in underdraining their
farms, wherever necessary, purchasing artificial
manures, making home comfortable, and educating
their children properly, prefer to deposit their
money in the banks, so that if a‘panic is imminent
they will make a rush to draw it out, and so make
bad matters worse. Ina legal point of view a man
has a right to do what he will with his own ; but
no man has any moral right to use his property in
such a manner ag to injure the community. The
hard times for this Province have only just begun,
.and must become worse yet before business can be
again settled on a sure foundation. Whenecver
the weakest bank in the Province fails, a panic is
sure to set in, and those stingy, narrow-minded
farmers I have alluded to, will immediately make
a rush on the banks, to withdraw their funds. In
the Daily Globe of the 24th ult., 1 noticed a de-
tailed statement of the liabilities and assets of
all the banks in the country, and on looking over
it I found that the amount of specie and
Dominion notes put together held by some of them
was not equal to the amount of notes in circula-
tion, and deposits, payable on demand, for which
they are liable; consequently, when a panic does
come, they would soon have tosuspend specie pay-
ments, although many of them appear to have
abundance of assets, and only require time to
utilize them; but this would involve a general panic
similar to that in 1866, but even worse, as we have
now more banks and many more stores than ex-
isted then. Although all classes seem to heposssesed
with such a rage for gambling and fast living, that
the Province must be reduced to the verge of bank-
ruptey before they can be induced to economizc,
1 have noticed your remarks concerning the wheat
supply from India. A sup})ly of cheap wheat is
an absolute necessity for England, and from no
other country can such a cheap supply be obtained.
Considering the disorganisedcondition of the labor-
ingclasses in England, even amongst agricultural la-
borers, dear bread will be the signal forasocialrevo-
lution and consequent anarchy for a time, and con-
soquently the English Government will make every
exertion to stave off such a calamity as long as pos-
sible, but a few years may elapse first, and till
then a good market will be found in the United
Kingdom for all the butcher meat, alive or dead,and
horses that we can export. As you have observed,
we must look more for a market at home, and in
other foreign countries, than we have hitherto
done. In conclusion, I would only observe that
those who may this season experiment on different
kinds of wheat should never sow two varicties in
one tield as they would be surc to hybridize, so
that the crop can not well be pure.  SARAWAK,

[Thanks for your communication. We will be
pleased to hear you at any time, and your lctters
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shall receive due attention. In the article on lime
in the last number there was an unintentional
omission. To spread the lime evenly on the
ground, it was first wheeled out in heaps, and
then spread evenly with a shovel. This was
necessary in order to spread the fifty bushels even-
ly over half an acre.

We fully agrée with your remarks as to the
wrong done by farmers in hoarding the profits from
their farms instead of investing them in needed
improvements on their lagds. Money expended
judiciously on the farm is ;ﬁaced in the safest as
well as the most profitable bank. The increased
value of the land amounts to far more than bank
interest, and it is there a deposit that cannot be
affected by any panic. Still we do not think that
deposits in our banks arc unsafe; if there be at any
time a loss, it will be to the stockholders, not to
depositors; nor do we think the prospect in the
Province quite so gloomy.

Concerning the condition of the laboring classcs
in England we have no fear for the future. Eng-
land has passed in safcty and triumph through
many storms. Powerful enemies without, and
false friends within the camp, have been powerless
to shake her throne as Ruler of the Nations, and
we have no doubt that she will maintain her proud
position.

The hybridizing of wheat is at any time attended
with such difliculty that there need be no dread of
casual occurrence from two or more varieties being
sown in the same field. lven when seed is sown,
as it frequently-is, the varieties grow quite distinct,
and the distinction in the sheaf and bin is appar-
ent to any one.—Eb. |

Borers—Western Corn

Gypsum,.

Sik,—As a farmer I find every No. of the Ap-
vocarTk instructive and interesting, although I do
not spend much time on ““Minnie May’s Depart-
ment;” the boys and girly attend to that part of
the paper with much amustment and delight.  So
much of the contents being written by practical
farmers, makes it, in my opinion, of so much the
more value to us as a class, than it would be if
fited up with long learned disquisitions by pro-
fessors of agricultural chemistry, &ec., from the })est
schools on the continent.

1 cannot admire the Ictter of A, . I donot see
how he will mend the matter by ¢ stopping tho
paper,” unless ho can stop the whole future 1ssues
of the Abvocatk ; the farmers of Canada need
such a paper-—onc that will tell the truth indepen-
dently of private interests, and while the Apvo-
caTE 1s conducted on such honorable principles it
canmot but succeed, for be it remembered the
farmers of Canada are the bone and sinews of the
Dominion. .

The Red Fern wheat has been tried by me, and
others near, and appears to be the leading variety
since the Fife wheat has failed ; it makes good
flour and a very good yield.

¢ Hints to Dairymen, by J. Seabury,” are amon
the best I have ever rcad on the subject, :mﬁ
should be read by c¢very cheesemaker in Ontario.
As a farmer 1 feel much interested in the produc-
tion of butter and cheese as the only stronghold
for many of the farmers in the old grain-worn
lands ; my farm is onc of them, therefore, for the
last two years, I have encouraged cheese factories,
to the best of my ability, as more remunerative
than raising grain, and cven now I am not satisfied
with cheese factorias alone, but am trying to get
Lutter factorics united with gheese factories, wher-
ever around me sutlicient water can he found to
make a good article of both.

Apple-Tree

When at the Centennial in Oct. (where every in-
teiligent farmer of Ont. should have gone), my
comrade and myself formed an acqjuaintance witha
gentleman from Little Valley, Cattarangus (‘ounty,
N. Y., who had much experience in butter and
cheese making, and who proposed to came to Ont.
and conduct a factory on the system adopted there.
He is here now, and has contracted to conduct a
« (reamery,” as he calls it, on the system for
which he and his partner,. Mr. Larabee, have a
U. S. patent.

If success attend our efforts in that line, several
other creanerys will e put in operation next year in
the Old Leeds Co., Ont.

Your correspondent W. K., speaks highly of
Ly psum. [ have proved it on light .-_:uilx to be an
‘excellent dressing for meadows, « specially if clover
has been sown and failed, it will restore clover. 1
have mixed it with unleached ashes, cqual parts,
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with equal good sucoess ; also tried it on corn with

good results.

For apple trees I prefer unleached ashes, especi-
ally close around the stem. My trees were badly
affected with the borer, so much so that I lost
several large and thrifty trees before 1 was aware
of the cause. I then examined the trees with the
knife and wire, and applied ashes, and the result
is I can keep the insect in check ; and by con-
stantly attending to the trees in spring I have no
trouble.with worms’ nests. I do not sell ashes
since the ashman refused to purchase ashes mea-
sured in my half-bushel —although stamped with
V.R. my measure was only about one-third as
large as his iron tub.

To your correspondent from Meaford, I would
say that Western corn, sowed in June, at the rate
of 130 Ihs. to the acre, in drills 18 inches apart, in
good clean land, will produce one of the most
valuable substitutes for grass that can be raised at
such a trifling expense. ~ Cut in the latter part of
July, August or gcpt(:mbcr as required, about 24
hours before being fed, will be a good feed for
milch cows ; what is not needed to feed out then,
cut before frosts injure it, bind it in small bundles
and set up about 8 bundles together for a few
weeks, then drive a long stake into the ground and
bind 40 or 50 small bundles around the stake near
the top, use in winter as you need it.  Some farm-
ers will mow and cure it as hay and mix it with
straw in the mow or stack.  If properly cured I
consider it worth more than ripe thimothy hay for
cows, and an acre will produce an immense lot.
Sow Western corn, if not too far morth, and 1
think you will not regret 15, A slight cultivation
may be necded unless the land is clean and mellow.

If you can find anything in what I have written
worth copying, wge it as you think proper and
oblige CANADENSIS,

Guano.

Sir,--As I imported a quantity of guano from
England, and intend to apply it to the land this
spring, would you be so kind as to inform mé of
the best mode of applying it on light soil, and
what crops it i1s best adapted for?

Do you consider it would pay to import it at the
rate of $80 per ton ? Please answer in the FArM-
ER'S ADVOCATE,

A Susscriser, Lower Montague, . T 1.

[Giuano is applied as a fertilizer to grass lands as
well as to root and grain crops.  Peruvian guano
is one of the best artificial manures for grass land;
when used alone, it may be employed at the rate
of from one and a half to two and a half cwts. per
acre. A very generally useful top-dressing for the
hay crop may be made of three parts Peruvian
guano, one part nitrate of soda, and onc part sul-
phate of ammonia.  Of this mixture, two to two
and a half ewts. per acro may be employed.

IFor root crops the following practice has heen
found very heneficial on light soils: Give barely
half a dressing of dung in the spring to all the
land for turnips, along with three cewts. of super-
phosphate of lime peracre.  Give a full dressing
of farm-yard dung in autumn to the land for the
mangold wurzel erop, along with two or three cwts.
of gunano and two or three ewts. of common salt
per acre i spring. — (ive a fair dressing of duog
in autumm, if possible, to land intended for pota-
toes, along with two or three cwts. of guano as a
top-dressing in spring, at planting time.  Give a
fair dressing of dung to the clover in autumn for
the wheat crop. This is the practice of good Eng-
lish farmers.

We have employed gnano, without any addi-
tional manure, for mangold crops.  Having opened
drills at 30 inches distant, we sowed guano in the
drills, then covered the drills With the plow and
dribbled in the seed.  We had a very heavy yield.
We may add, the ground had been manured for a
root crop the previous year,

“ Would it pay to import guano at 880 per ton””
We think the experiment would be one of con-
siderable risk.  The prolits of any crop depend so
much on seasons and other circumstances that any
opinion would be merely a probable estimate. We
would advise any such experiment to be made on
a small scale. Besides, the value of guano is
wholly according to its richness in ammonia., The
simplest test that can be applied to guano is weight.
A bushel of good guano, tilled in, without pres-
sure, should not exceed scventy-three pounds in
weight.  The best substitute for guano, available
to all, is fowls’ manure, —En. ]

SIr,—The Red Fern spring wheat has done very
well this year; again it yielded 27 bushels to the
acre. I fancy I sowed it a little too thin—one
bushel to the acre, broadcast—the consequence
was it had to stool out a great deal, and did not
ripen as soon as it should, but for all that it did
better than any other I have heard of. )

Cherry Creek, Mar., 1877. R. F.

Prorrr or Cows.—Sir,—I would like to inform
you how my cows paid me during the past year,
having kept four cows, two new milch cows and
two farrow cows ; from which I made one thousand
weight of butter, having sold $134.90 worth be-
sides that required for our own use. Total amount
made amounts to $175. Gro. A. COOPER.

Clinton.

Can you or any of your readers inform me
through the ApvocaTe how to prevent turnips and
carrots from running to seed or long stock, if so
you will much oblige a constant reader.

BLUENOSE,

Upp Stewicke, Colchester Co,, N. S. )

[The principal cause is the sowing of inferior
seed raised by people who do not understand the
business. Roots planted out of the proper season
will produce bad seed. In England too carly sow-
ing has been known to result in weakly and seedy
crops. Turnip seed one year old is not so liable to
become weakly as new seed.  Your best way to
avoid this is to get your sced direct from some
good seedsman.  Often a lot of cheap and inferior
seed is packed and sent to the small groceries

throughout the country. The cost of good seed is$

nothing in comparison to the loss of a crop.—kKun.]

Sir,—I sowed three bushels of Red Fern wheat
lagt year. I sowed Fife wheat along side of it. 1
had threshed 20 bushels of Red Fern. 1 sowed
them about the same juantity on the ground. The
land was the same. The Fife wheat was shrunken
poor stuff, fit for hen feed. The Red Fern would
have yielded double if the season had not been so
dry. The midge injured the Fife badly, but it
did not affect the Red Fern. The Minnesota wheat
did very well with a neighbor of mine.

Danien FErctrson, Wilton Grove.

Frozex Arries,—It may be of value to some to
know that frozen apples, if taken from the tree
before they thaw, and put in a cool cellar, will he
very little injured. We put some down in that
way last fall, and the frost came out inlarge shells
on the outside, and left the apples very little
worse, while others left on the trees were ruined.
A plan which a neighbor took last fall to preserve
apples for family use, and which I thought so well
of that I will mention it. Instead of barrels he
took cheese boxes into the orchard, and carefully
picked the fruit into them, put on the lids, and
then piled them on top of each other in a cool cel-
lar.  The different kinds might be marked on the
side of the boxes, and they so p'aced that this
could be seen most readily. The advantages of
this plan are—The boxes will keep for future use
much better than barrels, and wiil, conscquently,
be cheaper in the end. They are more convenient
to handle and fill, and it will be much casicr get-
ting at the apples when wanted. 1 iotend order-
ing a quantity of boxes next fall, to he made strong
and good, and to hold about a bushel cach for my
ownuse. In this part of the country they will
cost probably about 15 or 16 cents each.

Innerkip, March Sth, 1877. Jo M.

I. Please to tell us in the Abvocare what the
clover seed that is shipped to the old country
is used for? Is it used for dyes ; if so, what to
color ?

2. T enclose you a sample of worms that arc
found this year in clover seed. I do not remem-
ber to have seen them before, nor to have heard of
them, cither through the papers or otherwise,
They seem to be most prevalent in poor sced. Do
you know anything about them: have they any-
thing to do with the quality of the secd ? i

I B M.

[1. We have several times heatd here of clover
seed being used for dyes. We have made enquiries
onthe subject, and to ensure greater certainty we
Wwrote to most reliable houses in Fngland, and we
are assured the seed is not used for dying at all,
but selely for seed. )

2. Wi Saunders, well known as an entomolo-
gist, kindly gives ns the following information to
the second query : i

Sti, ~The insect mentioned in your COTTCSPOLL-
dent’s letter, as affecting clover, is, | believe, whas

isknown as the clover worm (asopia costalis). The
specimens contained in the letter were so dried up
as to be difficult to recognize, still I think the de-
termination is correct. ” The moth produced from
this caterpillar is a very pretty little thing, and
very quick in its movements., WM. SAUNDERS,

Wire Fence—Caterpillars.

I propose building a wire fence, or part wire at
least; that is, I intend putting in two cedar posts
per rod and then putting a %umrd twelve inches
wide in the bottom and a two by four scantlon on
top ; then fill in the intervening space with as
many wires as I think necessary.

I would be very much obliged for your opinion
of such a fence in your next issue, and what thick-
ness of wires and where best obtained, &ec.

As it will be coming on toward the time when
we may expect to see the caterpillars on our fruit
trees (hy the time of your next issue), I will here
give you my plan (which 1 discovered several years
ago and again called into practice last year when
they were so bad throughout this part of the
country) of destroying them.  If you deem it
worthy, publish it for the henetit of others.

When the sun is warm place a ring of coal tar
about one inch wide around the trunk of the tree,
up pretty near the hranches.  Then jar all the
branches that have any caterpillars on them, and
they will immediately fall to the ground.  Break
the web by which they let themselves down, and
Pin less than half an hour they will all be gathered
on the trunk up as far as the tar, where they can
casily be killed with an old broom or something of
that sort.

Once ha'f day of your time, and a gallon of tar
(costing about lifty cents) will make your orchard
an ornament instead of an eyesore to your farm,
to say nothing of profit.  But here the want of
space compe’'s me to discontinue, T. M. L.

Porter Hill, March 6th, 1877.

[REriy 10 T. M. B.- -We have had little ox-
perience with wire fences, The galvanized wive is
the best, and will be found cheapest cventually.
Apply to the nearest wholesale hardware merchant.
The method you have given is, we believe, a very
good one; the twelve-ineh board at the bottom
and scantling on top would seenre the feuce, —Iip. ]

Send Postage Stamps.

Nince the insertion of my letter on Mus-
koka in the February number of the Abvocars, [
have received numerous letters of enquiry, asking
for further information, none of which contained
stamps for reply. Wil you kindly insert a line in
the April number to the cffeet that 1 will w illingly
supply information, to those that require it by
mail, if the party who writes will enclose a stamp
for reply; but, unless this rule is complied with, 1
cannot undertake to answer communications by
mail. By inserting this in the next number you
will confer a favor on Janmes Asroix, '

Aspdin P, O, Ont.

[Other correspondents have made similar conm-
plaints,  Persons desirous of obtaiing information
should consider that stationery and time are of
value. The least thing they can respectfully do i
to send stanmps for return postage, —Ep.]

SIR,

Unclean Milk.

Can youor any of your subseribers inform
me why cows sive unclean milk out " of some of
theiv teats. We have a fresh milk cow that gives
bad milk from one of her teats;

was quite bloddy, hut not lanpy.  The cow is six
yearsold, Kept in a warm stable, and fed boiled
harley once a day. We had a heifer last year that
had two teats the same way all last summer. L
would like to know the cause, and if there is a cure,

Nin,

A NUBSCRIBER.

[This is a trouble which every dairyman has to
contend with more or less, aind we Hink conmes
frvnn several causes, But the most potent one 1s a
feverishness in the cow's bag or in a portion of it.
Some cooling food and medicine should he giver,
A tablespoonful of saltpetre given once a 'T:ly n
her food will e found heneticial, Many: use }n;’ku-
root —asmall picce cut up fine and given in a bran
mash,  1If it proves troublesome or incurable, the
best plan is to fatten and sell to the butcher, and

UL her place with another, <7, )
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A LirrLE ABOUT THE RED FERN OR EMPORIUM. —
Two yearsago I got 10 lbs. and I likeit better than
any spring wheat I ever had before. I leta neigh-
bor have five pounds, and from my five pounds I
raised the first year 175 lbs, of good wheat, and
last spring I sowed 140 lbs. and I cleared up 32
bushels of very good wheat. This season I have
sold 12 bushels at $3 per bushel. 1 intend to sow
20 bushels myself if all is well. I also got 10 1bs.
of your Kmporium oats which also did very well.
I believe the Red Fernisboth midgeandrust proof.

E. H., Brampton P. O.

Protection of Insectivorous Birds.

Sir,—The Society for the Protection of Wish,
(iame, and Insectivorous Birds are doing a good
work ; their endeavors to induce farmers to pro-
tect, instead of ruthlessly destroying our birds, es-
pecially those known by the name insectivorous,
gshould meet with hearty approval. The number
of injurious insects are mncreasing, and agricultur-
ists require all the allies they can get to keep them
in check. It isnot enough to cease killing birds,
but every facility should be afiorded them for
breeding. This can he done to a large extent by
persons surrounding their homes with ornamental
trees, shrubberies, hedges, &c., at the samne time
beautifying and adding to the value of their prop-
erties. The bareness of the grounds around the
majority of our farm houses is a frequent subject
of comment.

The necessity for planting trees, bhoth with a
view to shelter and profit, (at the same time atford-
ing cover for our game birds, ) might also be urged
in connection with this subject.  The claims of
the Kuropean larch have been presented to land-
owners of late, and not without good reason. [t
is a deciduous tree, belonging to the fir tribe
(Coniferic), very hardy, and a rapid grower.  The
following extract is from Chambers’ Information
for the People :—* Of this valuable genus there
are several species grown in Britain, the more com-
mon is the larix Iuropwa. The larch is the most
beautiful in figure of any of this class of trees,
shooting straight up, its elegant stem tapering to
a point, is furnished with pendulous branches, or-
namented with delicious drooping spray. lts qual-
ities are rapid growth, flexibility and durability in

situations between wet and dry —a circumstance,
perhaps, attributable to the guantity of resinin
1ts tibre. [t possesses a great superiority over the
common fir in point of ornamental cllect.”

The larch is not without value from a medical
point of view. 1t yields Venice turpentine, and a
gweetish substance called Briancon Manna, which
exudes spontancously and  cencretes upon its
bark. The bark possessed estringent properties,
and has been found eflicacious in hemorrhage from
the lungs, and is also employed in otlwrldisezmscs.

JANTM,

Loultry  Alard.

On Breeding Poultry,

The all prevailing topic now with the farmer,
Lis wife and daughters, as they are making their
pluns for the spring and summer, is fancy poultry,
and which breed is the best, and how many can |
get for the fewest dollars. In the lattér they are
‘whu]ly wrong. [t should not be the aim to get the
ost for the least money. To get the best is ap-
plicable to fine fowls as it is to all other stock. Do
we want to buy a so-called Berkshire hog, or
Short-horn bull, for almost as much money as we
would have t6 pay for an animal, which we know
to be better, and when we examine its or their
progeny, to find it sadly lz)l.cking in all the Il()i}lt.‘!,
which go to make up the fine show animal ¥ ] ['he
same rule is applicable to fine ])<)lll|1.l'y that is to
fine horses, cows, sheep, or anything glm-. In the
tirst place, decide on the breed you wish to keep,
whether for size or cgus.  Next send to a reliable
Lreeder of the variety, and ascertain his prices, 1f
too high for your slender purse, buy eggs and I(::n"n
the wants of your fowl day by day, and by this
means learn your poultry as you would a book (hy
constant study). o those who are not posted in
the fancy or high-bred poultry, I would say, buy
egus and subscribe for a good poultry journal,
There is nothing about the farm which pays as
handsomely and requires as little attention as poul-
try. A few dollars laid out in the spring, will
bring you returns you little drcam of by fall, I am
an old breeder, and have paid highly for all T have

learned, but nothing cost me as dear as my early
poultry experience. I wouldstudy the papers, and
find*where I could buy cheap fowls or eggs—send
my money, and when the stock came—then the
disappointment. My eggs would not hatch, and
if they would, after months of care and anxiety, I
would find my birds (bought cheap) sadly lacking
in all the essential points, which go to make a.birﬁ
what it should be. The cheapest eggs I ever
bought were those I paid the most money for.
They always hatched well, and the birds proved
to be all the breeder claimed for his stock.

In conclusion, allow me to say, get the best, and
when you go to the fall shows or fairs, you can
say with pride, as I have heard farmers in the
east say, ‘“$20, why I have just as good at home!”
And they have, for why should not the farmer
make as good a breeder as any one.

Eggs—How Increased.

If an increase of eggs be desired in the poultry
yard, before large sums of money are expended in
the purchase of everlasting layers, we would re-
commend the system of keeping no hens after the
first, or at the most, their second year. Karly pul-
lets give the increase, and the only wonder is that
people persist, as they do, in keeping up a stock of
old hens, which lay one day and stopping one. In
some parts of Europe it is the invariable rule to
keep the pullets only one year. Feeding will do a
great tlcall»-—n surprising work indeed—in the pro-
duction of eggs, but not when old hens are con-
cerned; they may put on fat, but they cannot put
down eggs. Their tale is told, their work is over;
nothing remains to be done with them but to give
them a smell of the kitchen fire, and the sooyer
they get that the better.  Of course, there aregfme
old favorites whose lives ought to be spared as Ittg
as they can send forth their representatives. Ju-
dicious mating- by which we mean the advantage
of a comparatively youthful cockerel-—may be the
means of even exhibition poultry making their ap-
pearance from the eggs 0} the good old hen, and
licre we have the exception to the rule upon which
we insist. —London A gricultural Gazétte.

Poultry for Farmers.

We fear that farmers are allowing the fancy

oultry men to carry off not only all the honors,
{;nt the profits as well.  Farmers seem to think
poultry very well for the women, and keep a few
to please them ; but they do not regard them as
part of their farming operations, and worthy of the
same attention as they give to their sheep, cattle
and swine.  They have not, evidently, examined
the economical question with due attention.  Sup-
pose we make a little estimate of the comparative
capacity for profitable production between the sheep
and the hen.  Farmers have no doubt of the profits
of sheep husbandry, and therefore we take the
sheep as a standard of comparison.

In the first place, the farmer expects to make
definite provision for sheep; to give them good
Pasture in summer, good food and shelter in winter,
and he studies their wants, and provides for them
as a necessity in his farm economy, with contidence
in an adequate return.  But how does he treat his
poultry * ~ Why, he lets them take care of them-
sclves. He makes no provision for them.  Somec-
times they get an abundance in their lawless forag-
ing expeditions about his premises, and again they
get little or nothing for days ; yet he speaks of his
poultry as worthless, in point of income, when he
has made no certain provision for their wants

1f we go into a calculation of the profite of poul-
try, we find, as a starting point, that a good breed
will lay, on an average, from 100 to 150 eggs per
year, to each hen. If we estimate the general
average at 125 eggs per hen, and the average price
at two cents each, we have $2.50 as the income
per hen for eggs ; and besides this, the hen will
raise at least one brood of chickens—say an aver-
age of eight chickens, and should dress, on an av-
erage, three pounds, and bring in market, on an
average, in any of our large citigs, three shillings
each, or 83 for each brood.  Suppose it costs $1.50
to raise each brood, then we have $1.50 profit,
which, added to the eggs, makes $4 as the income
from each hen. We know instances where, on
small Hocks of thirty or forty hens, the average has
been more than this, and yet $4 is a fair average
for cach sheep in respectable flocks 5 and one sheep
will eat ax much, in value, as six heng.

Poultry ha¥e a pigher degree of animal heat, and
a more rapid pulg: than sheep, and thus eat more
in proportion to seedght; but after making this
proper allowance, stll six hens can he kept as
cheap as one sheepd and it ix easy to sec, that if

t
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you reduce one-half the estimated income from a
hen, still, hens are more profitable than sheep.
The reason is (iuite obvious. The flesh of poultry
brings nearly double in market that of mutton.
As long as the taste of people prizes poultry so
much higher than other kinds of flesh, the farmer
should find his profit in raising it. ~ All it requires
is, that the farmer should study the wants'of poul-
try as he does his other stock, and be as assiduous
in their care, and he will find that nothing on the
farm pays him a better proportional profit.

Care of Sitting Hens.

The sitting hen, to be under favorable circum
stances, should have a room by herself in which a
supply of pure water and grain is constantly kept,
and the all-important *“ dust bath ” of coal ashes,
road dust, or sand mixed with flour of sulphur,
must be furnished for the healthful condition of
her ladyship.  When the hen cannot have the ad-
zL(l\'alltaFes of a separate room, she must, at all
events, be allowed to leave the nest once or twice
daily for food and exercise.  If she is not fed she
will be very apt to eat her eggs to appease the de-
mands of appetite, and unless she is allowed space
for exercise her bowels will beeome deranged so
that constipation will set ini, to be followed, very
likely, by a violent diarrhwa. In order to thrive,
a sitting hen must have space to run, flap her
wings and shake herself up generally, and if she is
made to search for her grain and scratch it oat,
kernel by kernel, from under leaves and straw, all
the better, provided the weather is not cold, in
which place do not tempt her to stay away from
her nest too long.

Laying hens now need a variety of grain and fat
and lean meat once a week. They cannot make
eggs without a varied diet, Wheat screanings,
oats, buckwheat, and corn are good.

Aetevinury.

Ringbone.

Sir,—In looking over the columns of the Apvo-
cATE my attention was drawn to an article con-
demning the treatment practised by the veterinary
profession for the cure of ringbone-—that of firing
and blistering.  Your correspondent surcly cannot
understand the nature of a ringbone, or he would
never have recommended such an erroneous treat-
meat as that of removing from the posterior part
of the festlock a membrane that grows around
the muscles, as 1. M. terms it. This, I suppose, is
what is termed “‘cuttingout the feeder,’” a treatment
too absurd to require remark. This so called
feeder is a small bursal, or synovial sack, placed
there for the protection of the tendoans in those
parts, and has nothing to do in any way with ring-
{mne, We cannot say too much against such cruel
treatment. Several cases have come under our
notice where the animal was rendered entirely use-
less by this brutal treatment. It is the duty of
every veterinary surgeon to condemn such cruel
practices, to open the eyes of the public against
such impiricism, that the poor dumb animals may
he savm{ from the cruelties of (uackery. Ring-
bone is an osseous deposit around the head of the
small postern bone and lower end of the large one,
interfering with the preper action of the joint,
consequently causing lameness. We make no hesi
tation in saying that, if properly dore, firing and
blistering will remove the lameness in nine cases
out of ten. Hoping, Mr. Editor, T have not tres-
passed too much upon your valuable space.

A: VETERINARY SURGEON,
Gormley, March 9th, 1877.

[Doctors differ.—Ep. |

Value of Horse Feed.

< N

From an exchange we take the™following table
upon this subject:  The comparative value of horse
feed is found by experiment to be as follows :—100
1bs. of good hay is equal in value to 59 1bs. of oats,
57 1hs. of corn, 275 1bs. of carrots, 54 1bs. of rye or
barley, and 105 1bs. of wheat bran.  Such tables,
however carefully prepared, are too indifinite to
be of any practical value, and, besides, they are
too liable to be affected by attendant circumstances
to be accurate. It cannot be meant that either of
the varicties of oats valued incomparison with hay

wonld be an equivalent substitute for it,




it
if
1
B
it
It
{
1
{

—— =

s

S

A==

86 TH®

FARMERS ADVOCATH,

April, 1877

T

Stock and Duir,

Potatoes for Horses.

L. T. Scott writes in the Country Gentleman :—
Nearly every winter when Ihave my horses up in
stable, I think I will call the attention of your
readers to the practice of feeding potatoes to their
horses. I once came very near losing a very valu-
able horse from feeding him dry hay and oats,
with nothing loosening. I have never believed in
dosing a horse with medicine, but something 1s
actually necessary to keep the horse in the right,
condition. Many use powders, but potatoes are
better, and safer, and cheaper, if fed judiciously. |
If those who are not in the habit of feeding pota-
toes to horses will try them, they will be aston-
ished at the result. I have known a horse to

change from a lazy, dumpish one, to a quick, active,
headstrong animal in five days, by simply adding
two quarts of potatoes to his feed daily. If very
much clear corn meal is fed, they do not need so
many potatoes. Too many potatoes are weakening,
and so are too many apples. When I was a lad I
was away from home at school one winter, and
had the care of one horse, one yoke of oxen, and
one cow, everyone of which I had to card or curry
every day. The horse had three pails of water,
four quarts of oats, two (uarts small potatoes, and
two quarts of corn extra cvery day he worked,
with what hay he wanted, and a stronger, and
more active horse of his inches, I have never yet
geen.

Judging Wool.

Many farmers have been annoyed, when selling
their wool, to find that the acute and practised eye
of the wool buyer had detected the fact that his
sheep had been allowed to run down in condition
at some time during the growth of the flecce.
They are half inclined to think that the buyer is
merely trying to depreciate the price.  As a mat-
ter of fact, there is nothing which renders wool so
useless for certain kinds of manufacture as uneven-
ness or break in continuity of the thickness of

fibre; and there is no defeet more common, and
nothing that yecar by vear touches the sheep-grower
more severely an that tender part of his anatomy
— the pocket.  Iowever good the wool in all other
respects, the keen eye of the buyer singles out the
defective wool, and down goes the price of it. And
it is not mere fancy that reculates the prices, for
the uneven wool will Toeak at the weak places
during the fivst process of manufacture.  Some
persons suppose that this uncevenness of fleece is
hereditary in certain animals, and perhaps uneven-
ness might be made hereditary by generations of
ill-usage and neglect. But as the wool of an en-
tire flock is found to be uneven one year, and not
so in another, it shows that management has more
to do with it than descent. If sheep are allowed
to get into a low condition, are neglected, under-
fed, or not sheltered properly, tlie pores of the
skin will contract, and the wool that issues will be
of very fine fibre.  As soon as the animal recovers
a vigorous condition the pores again open, and a
longer and stronger fibre grows.  The wool is thus
weaker in one place than in places at cach side of
it, and breaks at the weak place on the slight-
est  strain. Nothing indueces unevenness more
casily and surcly than want of = water. It
is a common notion that sheep ean do without
water or a very little. If supplicd with roots daily
they will not want much water : but it'is well and
humane, too, that water should be always within
their reach.  Not only is it important that the
fibres should be even, hut the tleeces thronghout
should be even as recards length, softness, \IL\‘llSit\'
and firmness. A practiced wool huyer gives the
following deseription of the way in which an ex-
pert examines a flecce : - Always assuminge that
the wool to be inspected is really a tine wool, we
first examine the shoulder at the point whe'e the
finest anl best wool is usually found. This
we take as the siandard, and compare it in turn
with the wool from the ribs, the thivh, the rump
and the hinder parts, and the nearer the wool from
these various portions of the animal approaches
the standard the better.  First, we serutinize the
fineness, and, if the result be satisfactory we pro-
nounce the fleece in respeet to fineness, very
““even;” next, we inguire into the length of the
staple 5 and, if we find that the wool on the ribs,
thigh and back, approximates reasonably in leneih
to that of our standard, we again declare the
sheep as regards Iencth of the staple, true and
even, We next desive to satisfy ourselves of the

fy. VS

density of the fleecé ; and we do this by closing
the hand upon a portion of the rump and of the
lion wools, the fleece at these points being usually
the thinnest and most faulty, and, if this again
give satisfaction, we signify the fact by designating
the wool ““even’ as respects density. Now, to
summarize these separate examinations, if you
find the fleece of nearly equal fineness from the
shoulder, rib, thigh and back, and of equal density
at the shoulder and across the loins, you may con-
clude that you have a perfect sheep.—English E.-
change.

Practical YViews of Practical Breeders.

Mr. Wise, of Prescott, writes as follows to the
Twrf, Field and Farm :

In the first place, I would say my first purchase
was the brood mare Lady Patchen, by George M.
Patchen, dam Long Island Maid, by Montauk, son
of Cassius M. Clay, bought of W. H. Pick, ksq.,
Hartford, Conn. The next one, Belle, by Rysdyk’s
Hambletonian, dam Rhoda, by Ames’ Cassius M.
Clay, jr., bought of . M. Pond, Esq., also of
Hartford, Conn. My third purchase was Rysdyk,
also of Mr. Pond. These three purchases were
made in the spring and summer of 1874; and vou
will say they have been very productive when I
tell you I have to-day something over sixty head
of stock. The two mares‘named were in foal when
I bought them—Lady Patchen to Peck’s 1dol, and
Belle to Rysdyk. Lady Patchen’s produce was a
bay filly, now 32 months old, 15.3 hands high, and
weighs 975 pounds.  She is a right good one, has
been handled a little, and can show a 2.40 gait very
handily ~ Produce of Belle: a bay colt, 31 months
old, 15.3% hands high, and weighs 1,105 pounds.
He has not been worked as much as the above filly,
but is well broken, and can show a 3 minute gait.
T have kept him a stallion, and think him a very
promising young one.  Now, as to how they were
fed, &c. At 5 months they were weancd, put into
a box-stall 16 to 20 feet, run out doors daytimes,
and shut up nights ; were turned out every day ;
don’t think they missed a day all winter. I com-
menced by giving them two quarts each per day,
and kept increasing it up to six quarts daily; was
changed to ground oats, then back to oats again.
(“urrots twice a week in place of oats, and in addi-
tion to this, about four quarts of milk ecach night
and morning all winter, together with all the good
hay they can eat. I have treated all my colts in
this manner till this winter, whcn 1 have added
one-quarter corn to threc-quarters oats, and I like
it hetter than the clear oats. For the two (this is
the third) years I have been breeding, I have not
had a sick co't for an hour—always well and ready
for their three meals a day. As T have said above,
as I fed my two first colts, soI have fed them all,
and I think successfully. One of my yearlings,
Lonige, by Rysdyk, dam Minnie Day (grandam Old
Nate, dam of Orient), she by Green’s Hambleto-
nian Hull brother, as you know, of Volunteer);
this {illy is fifteen hands high, as handsome as a
picture, and can pull a man in a road cutter in one
minute, and has done 1t. Then T have two wean-
linus that stand 14,23 hands, good ones, and show
good promise of speed.

The stallions— Rysdyk, Phil Sheridan, (‘hestnut
Hill, Wm. B. Smithand North America—are given
cight to ten miles daily.  Chestnut Hill, by Rys-
dyk, is a slick one; trotted a quarter for us the
other day in 37 seconds. The brood mares are
never worked ; run out days and stabled nights.
They are fed four (uarts of oats daily, carrots
twice a week, and all the hay they want. They
all Jeok well, and, notwithstanding it has been
thought by some our winters are so severe, we
could not breed and raise the trotting horse suc-
cessfully, I am very much inclined to think we
can, and hope in a few years to be able to prove 1t.
I am satisfied myself that we can, and am well
pleased with my stock so far. T am told by those
who have seen Eastern and Kentucky stock that
mine enmpares very favorable with their stock ;
that they have seen no better ones than mine, and
I need not be ashamed of my efforts thus far. 1
consider this very flattering, indeed, for the re-
marks are made by those having no interest in one
section more than another.  If there is any differ-
enee, it is rather against Canadathan for it.

Ayrshire Cows.

The report of the Ayrshire Agrienltural Associ-
ation gives the following points as the standing of
superiority in Ayrshire dairy cows : h

Head short, forchead wide, nose fine between
the muzzle and eyes, muzzle moderately larce, eyes
full and lively, horns wide set on, inclining il].-
ward and curving slightly inward. )

Neck long aid straight from the head to the top
of the shoulder, free from loose skin on the under
side, fine at its junction with the head, and the
muscles symmetrically enlarging towards the shoul-
ders.

Shoulders thin at the top, brisket light, the
whole forequarters thin in front, and gradually in-
creasing in depth and width backward.

Back short and straight, spine well defined, es-
pecially at the shoulder, the short ribs arched, the
body deep at the flanks and the milk veins well
developed.

Pelvis long, broad and straight, hock Dbones (il-
lium) wide apart and not much overlaid with fat,
thighs deep and broad, tail long and slender, and
set on level with the back.

Milk vessels capacious and extending wellj for-
ward, hinder part broad and firmly attached to
the body, the sole or under surface necarly level,
the teats from two to two and a half inches in
length, equal in thickness, and hanging perpendicu-
larly; their distance apart at the sides should be
equal to about one-third of the length of the ves-
sel, and across to about one-half of the hreadth.

Legs short, the bones fine and the joints firm.,

Skin soft and elastic, and covered with soft,
close, woolly hair.

The colors preferred are brown, or brown and
white, the colors being distinctly defined.

Great value is attached to the above form and
points by the dairy farmer, and he quickly takes
them in when effecting a purchase, so that a mis-
take is rarely made.

Value of Cattle Food.

There is an enormous difference in the value of
cattle foods used in this country, both for fattening
and for labor sustentation. This difference is
mainly due to the varying amounts of water and
nitrogen substances they contain. Take the dif-
ference in the manurial value for illustration, be-
tween two kinds of meal.  The worth of the ma-
nure from a ton of linseed and cake is about %17.50
in the New Iingland markets; that from a ton of
cotton seed cake is worth nearly §24. This value
is based upon its use when fed to fattening animals.
If feed to working oxen and milch cows, it falls to
about half this value. The amount of labor and
milk obtained will he in propoirtion to the relative
manurial value of the experiment.  All foods that
hold a large amount of water, like roots, potatoes,
&c., have comparatively a small value as fattening
or working foods. The percentage of nitrogen or
phosphatic substances is so small that large (uan-
tities must be consumed to produce desirable re-
sults. The percentage of water in several of our
most ordinary foods is as follows :—

Per cent.

Meadow and clover hay.... ......... 14.3 to 1.6
P AW 05 om0 6 8§ 605 5 59 55 5 o v w s s 0 s o5t 14.3

Dry grains of cereals, &c............. . 14.4

Green fodder..........................76 to 80.
Mangle-wurzle............ ... .. .. 88  to 90.
LIPS e vs w565 56 005 5 5 508 6 o e 0ns s 0o w s 90  to 91.
Potatoes................. .. .. ... ... 75

Cattle food should be sclected with reference to
the ends desired in their use, and rclative cost of
the same. Toods for work, for milk, for fattening,
should be better understood among farmers. The
time will come when science will be applied to the
use of cattle foods, and it will be of immense ser-
vice to the industry of the country.— Boston Jour-
nal of Chemistry.

Not all the green and juicy plants which the
animal relishes are nutricious or unprefitable for
food. The richest varieties of grasses and stalks
of cereal grains, are not those which have the
largest growth. The product of a field of clover
or timothy grown in deficient sunlight, or under
the influence of excessive moisture, is much less
valuable than that grown under different conditions
of light and moisture. It is a common practice in
many localities to grow the corn plant in drills, or
from broadcast sowing, as feed for the milch cows,
late in the season. But it is maintained that this
kind of food is not the best to produce milk, be-
cause the conditions under which it is grown are
unfavorable to its perfect and healthy develop-

ment.  1f grown in hills in open space, witha full
‘ i\u}»ply of air.aml light, the plant is richly szu-lmr;-
‘ e thE 11111?111'1@\}; but where grown in 1moss this

principal is almost entirely wanting. The sweet
mlllct, green oats, and clover, are much to ke pre-
ferred to corn, as fodder for milch cows in summer.

——
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The Short-Horns for the Dairy.

BY H. LEWIS 1IN AMERICAN FARMER.

If any one doubts the value of short-horns for |

milk, I will refer him to the great dairy show

held in October last, at London, where they are |

best known as milkers and where they have been
longest and most carefully bred for milk.  The
short-horns at that show -carried off the great prize
of one hundred guineas offered forthe best milkers,

and, in fact, every prize but one offered for dairy |

cows, except those offered for Jerseys.

[Mr. Harris gives an extract from the report,
showing that at the show the prizes for cows for
“‘dairy purposes” were carried off by the short-
horns, over Yorkshires and Ayrshires, and all
others but the Jerseys. The report includes the
following : The London Ficld says of sixteen
groups entered to compete for the magnificent
prizes, fourteen groups were short-horns or crosses,
and two groups were Ayrshires. In class four, the
one hundred guinea cup for the best Channel Island
cows, there were six competitors. The Jerseys
took the first honors; the second prize went to
Guernseys, and the second on a single cow was
awarded to an Alderney.”]

I could present a great many records of enor-
mous yields of milk by short-horns and their grades,
but will say that the best dairy cows I ever owned
or milked, were short-horns ov grades, possessing
from one-half to seven-cighths short-horn blood.

To sum their milking qualities up in a nut-shell,
I will declare them capable of giving from one
pound of milk per day to. one hundred, if the re-
cords here be true; and that the quantity of milk
they produce is in exact
proportion, as a rule, to

CarTLE Foop.—Experience teaches us that cat-
tle thrive best on a mixed diet. All hay or all
grain will produce less beef than hay and grain.
The animal striucture of the ox also demands bulk
in food, as well as richness ; the feeding of concen-
trated food being only profitable so far as the ani-
mal assimilates it—beyond that of simply increas-
ing the manure heap, at a cost far beyond its value.
The ox has approximately eleven and one-half
pounds of stomach with only two and one-half
pounds of intestines, to each one hundred pounds
of live weight ; the sheep has less stomach and
more intestines, giving a smaller per centage of
digestive apparatus ; while the pig for every one
hundred pounds of his live weight has only oneland
one third pounds of stomach to six pounds of intes-
tines. A steer would thrive on a bulk of straw,
with a little oil meal, that would shrink a sheep
and starve a pig. Pork can be produced from clear
corn-meal, while mutton requires a greater variety
of food, and beef cattle would become cloyed and
diseased with its exclusive use. A thoughtful at-
tention to these broad facts will change much in-
judicious feeding into cheaper meat production. —

I Cultirator.

“NMagie,” or ‘“Poland China” Hogs.

Sir,—As the subject of hog raising is being so
generally discussed by the farming community of
your country, as well as in the United States, I
trust and hope that a few lines from my pen may
prove interesting if not instructive to those of your
numerous readers who are especially interested and
devoted to the raising and improvement of that

their breeding, food and

the other most noted breeds, has invariably termi-
nated in favor of the *“ Magie ” or “Poland China "
m Q e b 1 1
hogs. These hogs are unquestionably the favorite
hogs for the farmer. D. M. MacIk

Seoiling Cattle.

On our own farm soiling has been practiced quite
extensively for more than twenty-five years. At
first we were net inclined to recommend the prac-
tice to farmers in general, but only to those who
might, like ourselves, be located where good pas-
tures all the summer long are entirely out of l;;he
question ; but as our reading and observation has
been extended we are inclined to believe that par-
tial soiling, at least, is a practice that might well
be adopted on nearly all, or quite all, dairy farms.

Feeding green food to cattle in their stalls in
summer was formerly advisable only in villages, or
near cities where grazing lands were held at prices
too high for ordinary farming purposes, and those
writers who treated the subject through the news-
paper press almost spoke (lispumgingly of the soil-
Ing system, except under such circumstances as
we have named.  On comparatively cheap lands
away from the cities, and ospecially at the West,
it was believed that the expenses of soiling cows
would always far exceed the advantage that might
accrue.  But within the past few yec:,mrs since the
dairy interest has assumed such an impn,rtnnt posi-
tion among the agricultural industries of our coun-
try, it has been discovered by hundreds of enter-
prising farmers in all the Northern and W
Ntates, that feeding cows at the stall
tions of the summer scason,

estern
during por-
for the purpose of

keeping up a regular
) » anduniform flow of milk,

is not only a commend-

care.  And this very
quality possessed by
them 1 a greater degree
than by any other breed
of cows adds vastly to
their  value as dairy
stock.

For certain reasons of
my own, I prefer tho-
roughbred short - horn
cows of the Princess i
family, to amy others for W
the dairy.  Yet I om
willing to admit that
the calves raised from
our best native cows,
sired by a thoroughhred
short-hornbullof amilk-
ing family, if properly
managed 1 rearing, will
insure cows of cqual
value to the thorough-
bred for dairy purposes
only. In conclusion I
will give my reasons for
the choice I have made

RN
W
ALY

uble, but almost an in-
dispensible practice,
During the past year

for my dairy as follows: MG

First. The short-horn
cows have good teats and nice square bags.

Second.

Third.
sumed of any breed.

Fourth. If not giving milk will lay on flesh.

Fifth,  If not good for the dairy they can be
cheaply turned into good beef.

Sixth.  They yicdd a large quantity and good
quality of milk, well adapted for the manufacture
of both hutter and cheese, and also well adapted
for the market.

Seventh. The well-hred short-horn cow is de-
cidedly good looking. Now if any man in this as-
sociation objects to heanty in thedairy cow, I hope
he will arise and remain standing until he can be
counted.

Eighth. I prefer the short horn cow for the
dairy becanse she will produce the maost milk, the
most butter, the most cheese, and the most heef,
for the food conswmed, of any breed of cows we
have. e

They are very quiet and docile,

In Bretagne horses are fed on parsnips instead of
oats, and no complaints are registered as to falling
off in condition, M. Le Bian feeds his carriage
horses exclusively on parsnips, and the animals
that he now cxhibits in Paiis are superh.  He
gives each horse forty pounds of the roots daily,
distributed in threc feeds ; the expensce of culti-
vating one hundred weight of parsyipsis one frane,
so_that the daily ration of each horse is about
seven sous, or four times dearer. |

They make the best use of the food con-

" OR CYTOLAND ClINA T

department of rural pursuit which yiclds such an
extensive remuneration for the capital invested.

I am frequently asked :—¢ When did you origi-
nate the breed of swine known as ¢ Magie ™ or ¢ Po-
land China,” and what bloods did you use in their
production *7 &e. 1 originated this breed of swine
from the years 1837 to 1840 inclusive.  The breeds
I wsed to establish the ‘“Magie,” or ““Poland
China 7 hog were four, namely, < Poland,” ¢ Big
China,” ““Irish Grazier,” and ““Byfield.”  The
“Magie 7 or “Poland China” hog is of fine bone,
but large size, combining more eminently than any
other  the excellencies of both large and small
breeds, being docile, very good feeders, breeders
and sucklers, fattening readily at any age and
yet attaining great weight at maturity.  They
sometimes dress 350 pounds at from ten to twelve
nionths old—from eighteen to twenty months old,
500 to 600 pounds.  They have long bodies, short

o
=}

legs, broad straight backs, deep sides, with square, !

heavy shoulders.  They are dark colored, drooping
cars, and arc of very superior style generally.
These hogs have heen growing in public favor every
year, and the more they are known the better they
are liked.

In the Middle, Western, North-Western and
South-Western States they are more extensively
and universally bred and raised than all other
breeds of swine combined.  The result of the ex-
pericnee of many of the bhest. breeders of hows i
the U. N, who have tested the merits of  the
““Magie " or ** Poland China ™ swine with that of

HOGS, THE PROPERTY OF D. M. MAGIE, ESQ.
['In winter

| COWS In

we have seen urgent
appeals  from  leading
Western  dairymen  to
the farmers of Wiscon-
sin, Michigan, Minneso-
ta, andotherfar Western
States to raise special
forage crops for feeding
to cows it summer, and
we no longer feel diffi-
dent about urging farm-
crs everywhere to prac-
tice this system of sum-
nier feeding to such an
extent as cach may find
profitable in  his* own
particular case.
Npring rye, #Sowed
very thick, iy four
bushels  to #he acre,
and cut as soon as it
hegins to blossom, or a
little before, will, if well
cured, make hay that
will be eaten by horses
fair relish, but we should

with a
not recommend its use on a large scale for

milk  without further trial. We
raised a field of it last yecar, and intend to re-
peat the experiment this scason, although it was
not fully successful last year as a substitute for
cows. It probably stood a little too late.  What
is true of spring rye is cqually true of the
winter varicty. 3oth make cv-ellent green feed
for cows if cut early enough, but v are in per-
fect condition hut a short time.  We ~casider both
indispensable on all farms where soiling  carried
on, or one wishes to keep a heavy stock of cattle
in proportion to the number of acres.

We should not mix oats and rye together, as they
do not ripen at the same time.  The spring rye
will be several days carlier than the oats, and if
allowed to stand till the oats were grown would be
almost or quite worthless as feed.  Better sow them
separately and cut of cach what will be needed
for feeding green, and cut the remainder at. the
right time for winter fodder.  Oats, we think, will
be liked rather better by your cattle than rye,
although much depends on the age at which they
are cut and the quantity of sced to the acre.  The
tiner the fodder, other things being equal, the bet-
ter it will be, and the carlier it is cut the hetter it
will be if it has nearly reached its full height and
tlx-»xviu-_'hJ\ Crne ll. - A\vz " /Ll/f;//"/u‘/ /'V'/I'il/' ()%

Manitoba, as a grazing country, has few if any
equals in' America; a man can have hay in abun-
dance for the cutting alone,

&
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As advocates of the matchless merits of the great
Shorthorn race of cattle, we have controverted t_he
claims set up on behalf of these few fancy strans
of being superior to all other strains of the breed
in useful or profitable qualities.  This we have done
in the interest of the great mass of the breeders and
farmers of America, who are resorting to the Short-
horn blood for tlic improvement of their herds as
beef and milk producers. In this discussion we
have done nothing more than we deemed essential
and necessdry to truth and justice. That we have
been right in insisting that the few fancy strains
did not possess the superiority claimed for them
over well-bred Shorthorns in useful qualities we
are quite confident we should be able to establish
by the testimony of at least nine-tenths of the
practical breeders of America, if we had authority
to examine them under oath! We have no hos-
tility whatever to fashionable familicsof shorthorns.
Indeed, we are always glad to get a fashionable
pedigree, when we can get a good animal with it.
It was only the other day that we were enquicing
of one of the most zealous advocates of the fancy
strains 1f he could inform us where we could
find a bull that was in all essential points a first-
class animal, and had besides a fashionable pedi-
gree. His answer was : ““ Why, my dear sir, you
expect too much ; to Hll your bill will require at
least two bulls !"'—-National Live Stock Jowrnal.

Cavadiae Agriculiural Notres.

Quebec.

The resources of this provinoe that are available
to agricultural labors are not suthiciently known.
The following remarks on this subject, by Mr. €%
Lesage, D. M.

Mr. (' Les:

, Deputy Minister of - Agricultur

v

insects can not get under, .and smeared with cheap
printer’s ink or tar, is as simple and cheap as any-
thing. But the ink, tar, or whatever adhesive
barrier be used, must be looked after every few
days. Dust, dead insects, or something clse may
form a bridge by which the live insccts can cross
the barrier, when the work will have heen in vain.

Jno. B, Miller, in American Farmer says :—I do
not think orchard-grass sced ever ought to he sown
without clover, as the first year the growth of or-
chard-grass is small and even the growth of clover
will be fine; the second year the crop of orchard-
arass will be good and the clover will not interfere
in saving the sced, as the orchard-grass will get
aliead of the clover sufficient to top it for sced, and
the pasture is so much better with clover mixed,
as is also the hay if you should want to mow it.

My plan fer sowing my orchard-grass sced is,
mix six pounds of clover seed, place them in a mix-
ing or feed-trough, mixing thetwo seedsthoroughly,
and then pourin about one and a-half or two gal-
lons of water, making them thoroughly wet, and
then T put plaster in until each seed separates,
stirring as T put the plaster in.  Any one who has
orchard-grass to sow that will try this plan, will be
convineed at once that this is the only true way to
sow it. It will only need to be sown one way.
The plaster, cloverseed and water will give so much
weight to the orchard-grass seed that there will
he no trouble in spreading it, almost equal to wheat.

EFrEcTS OF SOIL oN AN ORCHARD. —The Gard-
wers'” Chronicle once related a case of an orchard of
apples and pears, plums and cherries, which was
planted in heavy elay, trenched down to an iron
pan on which it rested.  For a few years the trees

A. for Quebee, are welllto the point: grew very well, that is to say, as long as their

.| roots were near the surface and got the warmth

and Public Works for the Province of Quehee, was of the summer’s sun; but as they advanced down-
then examined.  He stated that in his opinion the ward the growth hecame small, and by degrees
Province of Quebee had room for a large number of less, till at last the trees ceased to grow, and
immigrants, but he would not reccommend any class nothing tlourished except gray lichens, with which
except agricultural immigrants, who had means to the branches soon became covered.

settle on their wild lads. e had kuown e
migrants who had come out here and done remark-

C'rose Poexivg or Rasenerries, Crreass, &o.

ably well.  Tn the County of Suffolk there was We are more and more becoming  converted to

Belgian settlement  people who had come without | the practice of close pruning

f the above. Take

money and been assisted to build their log huts, | for instance, black raspberries, or blackberries ;
and who had heen very successful. Intwo years | crow them close in the row, and like a hedge, by
they were as prosperous as our farmers.  There | keeping well cut back as they grow.  This makes

were 5,000,000 acres of surveyed land, 60 per cent

| branclies stif' so that they do not get down in the

of which was suitable {or scttlement.  The pine | divt, and are easily passed among to get the fruit,

timber on all of the water courses was more or less | and too, by mulehing the entipe

wface, the same

exhausted, but there was still a good deal of spruce | amount of muleh mulehes a much Targer number of
timber on the surveyed lots not disposed of yet. | vines. The roots of all kinds of plants run meh
In regard to the country i the vieimty of Lakes | further than few people have any idea of, and

St. Johm and St Mauriee, he could not give mucl

information in vegard to the latter district, but | answer the purpose.

was well acquainted with the former.  He believe
the Naginay district would hecome the hest portio
of the Province for settlement, but the want o

| simply mulehing elose around the plant does not
The roots of a plantation of
L | vaspherries and blackberries, or currants, or even
| strawherries, ran through the entire surface, and
] henee to he properly benefitted, the entire surface

communication was against 1t at present. The [ must he mulched, or kept worked by hoe or eulti-

climate at Lake St John was muceh malder tha

that of Quebee; the neawrest market was Chicoutine:

the average yield per hushel of seed was tiftec

tf vator and the part that most needs this. is the
df extremitiog of the root. Currants and  goose-
V| Derries must have accool, moist place to do well,

Bushels: the rock  was mostly  Tinestone and the | andaf planted on dry’soil, this is hest secured hy a

clay a bluish gray; the cliy was not stiff, and the [ heaving mulehing of the entire surface.  So
. ; : . )

farmers were able to plough with one horse,

Ontario.

WESTERN ONTARTO FRUTT-GROWING PRosPRECTS

Large preparations for fruir coiture arve mm‘:(
wade m Kent county, along the Talbot or lake

Shore road, as during the tornado last fall a num

ber of orchards were blown down cotupletely. This

district is the finest fruit bearing section in Canada
One of the farms has a hundred acres of orchards

and, notwithstanding the low price of fruit this

fall, handsome returns have been made.  The ma
jority of the large growers shipped their owr
apples to Montreal, and realized 52.50 per barrel

when the price in local markets was only 1. "The
Northern Spy s the favorite in this section and

brings 50 cents a harrel more than other kinds i
the Montreal market.  Farmers i the vieinity o
Leamington have tried some tropieal productions
Peanuts last year were raised in small quantitics

if
fruit, and that of the hest quality is what is sought
for, plant close, prune cloge, and mulch heaving is
our advied,— Fruit Recorder.

) 7 made throughv 4. W,
Buriows' general land office, were 4 section 22 and
3 section 23 in township 11, range 5 east, 640 acres,
| to . Roberts, at 83 per acre ; whole section 21 in
> | same township to John MeGoffin, London town-
ship, Ontario, at 22 000. Scrip investments are
not so much in demand lately, the price having
cone so hich that naproved farms near the city are
’ pl't-l‘('l'l'w]. ’

1

Tue Coovare axn ProspECTs oF  MANTTORA, —
V| Tetter written by Meo David MeConnell, who
] hves at Woodside, Golden Stream,  Manitoba, to
S s brother, at Eden Mills,  contaims-sinformation
S that will prove of interest t3 the farming com-

and did well.” Grapes did not pay in comparison | munity of this Provinee, ind will enable them to
with other fruits, and the ditferent vineries have | mstitute acomparison hetween one Provinee and

gone to waste, and are new beine planted with | the other

:llvlllu.\‘, «lllillr(u\'. Qe

Go ror e Cavker Worst S Now ! - Whateve
18 used to prevent the aseent of the trunks of th
trees by the female twinglessy insect, should be pu

on early, as they come out after a fow warm days

Heavy hrown paper. applicd closely, so that the

In answer toa number of guestions

submnitted to him the writer says —
Lo The elimate i« mueh the same as in Ontario,
Ul exeornt theat the winter s steady, We seldom have
elany chanse inowinter, and althoueh the frost is a
t |.1t11‘~ niore severe than i Ontarioga person does not
< feel the colil any geeater. The spring, summer

nd ] ave mneh the same in this respect

2. As an agricultural country it is better than
Ontario. Cereals of all kinds fully mature and re-
turn a better average.

3. Land can be obtained in different ways ; but
the manner the most of hona fide settlers do is by
making affidavit that they are taking the land to
make it their home, and thereby they are entitled
to 160 acres of land any place they choose, except
on reserves. You can also preempt 160 acres more,
which merely gives you three ycars to pay for it,
and then you pay one dollar per acre.  You can
also get land by buying half-breed scrip, volun-
teers’ warrants, or for cash, which you will bear in
mind is the one thing needful here as well as other
places. | -

4. You wanted to know if we got any fresh fish,
Lake Manitoba, as well as all the lakes, are full of
the very best of whitetish and pickerel, and in the
spring when the streams are flooded, the "pickerel
and suckers go up the streams in millions.  We
can fill a wagon-box in two hours on such occasions.
Flour-mills and saw-mills are getting plentiful and
casy of access.  Tmplements of all kinds can be
procured at reasonable prices.

Back Acary.—Mr. Thos. West, who has been
visiting the States and Ontario the past few months,
his many friends will be glad to learn, has returned
home. He distributed a large number of the Free
Press crop reports in Missouri, and feels confident
that he has placed them where they will do the
most good. A number of Missourians, disgusted
with that State, intend emigrating, and some will
come to Manitoba.

Farm Notes

CorRECTION, —=air, T, MeC'rac and Mr. W, Mec-
Crae were the principal purchasers of  Mr. Hood's
hord of Galloways.  Many of the animals brought
between %70 and $80.  We think they were sold at
such low prices hecause the sale was not generally
known.

EarLy Sowina.—Several farwers residing in
the Township of Amcliasburg, Prince Kdward
County, sowed spring wheat on their farm on
Tuesday and Friday of last week. This week the
work of sowing has became general.  What is this
country coming to when spring wheat can be sown
in the month of February.

The Belgian Government has organized measures
for still further extending the plan of agricultural
conferences in the rural districts, as well as calling
upon the teachers of primary schools to impart in-
struction in natural history i its bearings on agri-
culture. Belgium has this advantage over many
countries, that those interested in teaching agri-
culture are qualificd by study and training for the
tmportant work,  Comte Belrupt, in his pamphlet,
sets forth that Belgium expends on agricultural
education 232 francs per 1,000 : Austria, 249 francs;
France, 310 francs ; and Prussia, 452 franes, It
would not be too much to add, that Belgium re-
ceives the most value for her money.

The arrangements for the agricultural section at
the 1878 Universal Exhibition, are very complete,
and at the same time simple. The display will be
magniticent; there will e two shows for butter and
cheese—at the close of May and September, re-
spectively.,

Dr. Schneider still maintains the superiority of
leguminous over meadow hays; on -dried clover, he
adds, a horse can work well, without receiving
oats, while he would siuk under fatigue, if supplied
exclusively with meadow hay.

A bill has been reported in the Maine legislature
looking to the encouragement of manufacturing
sugar from beets in that State. A capital idea.

Tobacco growers and dealers say that it is a fact,
that tobacco furnishes employment to more people
than any other crop produced on the farm.

A local paper in Minnesota in making up the
aggregated amount of wheat in hand, speaks of
the average yield of that Stateas eight bushels per
acre.  We should call that a very small and insig-
niticant result in New Lngland.

Sheep owners should bear in mind that the
United States imports annually £50,000,000 worth
of woollen goods and  $11,000,000 worth of wool.
Wehught to prodace wool to a profit with a heavy
proteotive taril on foreizm wools.

Lnglish farmers give their breeding ewes a pint
per head per day of a mixture of ocats and whole

Indian corn, with a full allowance of well-cured
straw.
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The Stovy.

Scenes from my School Life.
BY HENRY FRITH.
LiLLIE CAMERON.

“Only her love I ask'd for,
Only her Love—and yet

”

It is very true, if a very trite, observation, that little causes
produce great events. Thus, if at the age of fifteen I had
not been possessed of a piece of chalk, I should never have
been sent to Dr. Canfiillan’s as a private pupil. You may, per-
haps, say that as T in ranner chalked out my own destiny
1 need not complain. “¥do not complain, although I think 1
was rather to be pitied} and Lillie—but wait.

My grandmother prophecied that, as an unluckly wight, 1
(not the chalk) had made my mark in the world, and should
come to no good. As it happened,I went througha good deal,
but it didn’t adhere, and my fortune is not yet made.

But I had best relate the cause of my sudden departure from
home to Dr. Cameron’s Private Establishiment for Young
Gentlemen, which combined every educational advantage,
with the unlimited motherly care of the doctor’s wife. See
advertisement.

At this time my family lived in a terrace, at No. 1. In the
same terrace, at No. 14, lived an elderly lady named Smith.
Mrs. Smith had become decidedly obnoxious to us—that is, to
me and my school friends—because she objected to our leaping
over the railings which divided her front garden from the next
wherein we played at ‘‘prisoner’s base.” She alleged that in
jumping over we spoiled her flowerbeds. We admitted the
jumping—who could deny it;—but demurred when the injurv
was attributed to us. She sent for a policeman to watch our
movements; we mocked the constable from our own side,
whereat he laughed, and Mrs. Smith was wroth. This was
the state of things when the laday issued invitations to a
dinner party. My family were not personally acquainted with
Mrs. Smith, but our cook’s sister was ‘‘keeping company”
with Mrs. Smith’s parlourmaid’s brother, so the party was
known to us so soon as the notes of invitation were issued.
Of course, I mentioned the news to my ‘‘chums” during our
weekly study of the *‘Use of the Globes;” but what use the
globes were to us I never ascertained. T question if the earth
ever revolved with half the rapidity it did when our master’s
back was turned, yet the (mis)use of the globes went on. It
was that afternoon decided that we should play Mrs. Smith a
trick, and we did it in this wise. After the carriage had set
down the gnests, and the road became quiet, we brought out
my largest lumv of white chalk, and, uperceived, drew a broad
band across the dry, hard road. Thenight was dark but clear,
and the white band csuld be distinguishdd at some little dis
tance. Ten o’clock approached, and we strolled along the
terrace as usual. At last one of the expected carriages came
dashingaloug. Suddenly the coachman perceived the whiteline
just ahead,and checked hishorses. e might havesaved him
self the trouble; the horses would not passthe chalk line. There
they stood and pawed the ground, but cross the white streak
they would not.  To make it more unpleasant, there was no
other way by which No. 14 could be approached, and g0 in
halfan hour we had the happiness to perceive all Mis. Smith's
guests walk to their carriages. We heard afterwards that
they were very angry with their hostess, and she was simply
” mad,” as the cook said ; but somehow suspicion attached it-
sclf to me, and I was questioned. I confessed to supplying
the chalk, and also to being a spectator of the result of the
chalking. This was, of course, enough. I was told that my
conduct was ungentlemanly (so it was), and that arrangement
had been made for my removal to Dr. Cameron’s ‘ private ”
school. At Midsummer I left home for thefirst time, amid the
well-remembered advice of my father, the tears of my mother,
and the Cassandra-like prophecies of my dear old Granny.

¢“ Never forget you are a gentleman,” said my father; ““al-
ways have money in your vocket, and never owe, borrow, or
lend it to any one.”

““Take care of your clothes,” was my mother’s parting sug-
gestion, ““and write when you get there.”

¢ Good-hye, Frank,” said my grandmother, and here’s a
sovereign for you. Mind you behave yourself, and don’t fall
in love with the young ladies.”

So I left home, these vood counsels ringing in my ears, and
after asomewhat tedious railway journey, I found myself at
Ruxhorough station.

“Be you the new pupil, sir?’ said an elderly man, half
butler, half groom, as I stood gazing aboutin dire uncertainty
as to my future movements,

““ Are you from Dr. Cameron's?’ I replied, in Irish fashion,
by another question.

“Yes, sir ; you be Master ITardy, T suppose, ¢h ?” T con-
fessed to the fact. “Then please, sir, jump up yonder while
I fetch your hox.”

This feat he accomplished a 1 few minutes, and then
mounting the trap heside me, he took the reins from my un-
willing hands, and we started.

““What'’s your name ?’ [ asked, as a commencement.

“Job,” he replied, ““and T ought to have his paticnce as
well as his name among you younyg gents.”

“Job,” I said, ““you're a Briton, I can see; we shall be
friends in no time.”

My companion shook his head, muttering something about
Brivons never being slaves ; while [ involuntarily hummed
‘“ Rule Britannia.”

In about twenty minutes we entered a narrow lane at the
end of which was a gate.

““There's the house,” said Job, “and Lerc’s the pupils.” In
a moment we met them.

“Ilullo, Job, whom have you there? Mr Chalker, your
most obedient.”

I now learnt that the reason of my being sent to the doctor’s
had leaked out : but I took no notice of the remark, merely

Ying Job to proceed, which he did amid some sarcastic
“to ““limekilng " and “mortar.”

v received by the doctor, and introduced to his

o Lillian.. She was 4 pretty dark-haired dam-

reabouts, with soft grey eyes and a very

I no sisters, and perhaps for that reason

“more than hoys of my age usually do.

respecting the journey, I was shn\{M

my dormitory, in which I perceived two other beds, and was
left to find my companions, if I chose, after I had unpacked
and put away my clothes.

I was wandering rather disconsolately about the extensive
garden, when I perceived Lillie Cameron approaching.

“Tea is waiting,” she said, ‘“ will you not come in?’ Of
course I accompanied her, and as 1 entered the room I was
the *“ observed of all observers.”

¢ This is Frank Hardy, ’said Dr. Cameron; ‘‘I hope you
will do your utmost to make his sojourn with us agreeable.”

Mrs. Cameron bowed to me; two of the pupils did likewise ;
two others looked at the biggest boy, who, without looking
at me, replied—

“ Certainly, sir, we'll treat him as you wish in all respects,”
and then he plunged into his tea.

I did not enjoy the meal, and was glad to escape with the
rest into the open air. The evening was lovely, and I already
felt the influence of the sweet country air and scene.

‘‘Well, Chalker, what do you think of this, eh?” said the big
boy I have mentioned, whose name was Fleming; ‘‘better

than Dubstone, isn’t it?
““Yeg,” I replied, ‘‘but my name isn't Chalker.”

«8till if I choose to call you ‘Chalker,” you must be called
80; you’ve no choice.”

«T ghall not answer to such a name,” I said; ‘‘so I tell you
once for all.”

“Then,” said Fleming, calmly, ‘“‘we mustput you in theriver,
I’m sory to do it 80 soon, Chalker ; but we must duck you.”
So saying, he called the others, and by his directions I was
carried to the river close by.

It was neither a very deep nor a very rapid stream, still it
was sufficiently formidable to me. I could swim, however,
and somehow didn’t feel afraid, but I had to learn that swim-
ming with and without clothing are two very different things.

“Now, Coster, catch his heels; tightly, you muff.”

1 here made such a violent demonstration that the ‘‘Barrow-
Knight,” as Mr. Coster was usually termed, was nearly pre-
cipitated into the water.

“Now Chalker are you ready ?” inquired Fleming.

I made no reply.

“Well, then, here goes, One, two, three, and go,” he
shouted, and I found myself flying through the air, and, in
andther second, plash I fell into the river. Quickly rising to
the surface I struck out for the opposite bank; now I began
to feel the weight of my clothes tell.  True, I had denuded
myself of my coat and waistcoat in my struggles, but the cur-
rent was pretty strong, and, worse than all, the mill sluice

yas open.

“Look out for the mill,” shouted the frightened Fleming,
who had run along the bank, and now fer the first time per-
ceived my danger. “Get across, Hardy, slant over.”

These cries fell upon my ears but indistinctly, asthe roar of
the “lasher” began to assert itself cruelly above other sounds.
Still 1 swam oun and battled with all my strength against the
increasing swiftness of the current. My heart gave one big
jump as I'looked and perceived that the mill-wheel was re-
volving, and that the sluice was gradually dragging me be-
neath its influence. I dared not cry out. The horrible sluice
kept sucking me down, but I made one mighty effort, and in
my despair plunged headlong over the ‘‘lasher” in front, 1
wasg congcious of being heating on stones, and then I remem-
ber nothing until I found myself lying on the grass by the
side of the river. A gentleman was supporting me, and to
my faint inquiry as to where I was, told me I was safe, and
that T was to keep quite quiet until his carriage should arrive
to convey me home. As it did not immediately appear, and
ag [ felt sufficently recovered to walk, I was assisted to the
mill, where I was packed between blankets until my clothes
wete dried. My companions evinced by their sympathy and
ready assistance, the remorse which had taken possession of
them. It scarcely needed the stern prophecy of the miller as
to their being one and all shortly executed for murder, tomake
them penitently beg my pardon and forgiveness, added to the
expressed hope that I would say nothing of the *‘accident,”
as they cheerfully termed the affair.

My preserver was Mr. Cunningham, the medical practitioner
of this district. Ile had been fishing below the weir, and as
[ came headlong down, he loosed his punt-pole and picked me
up. To his fortunate love of sport I owe my life, and I ex-
pressed my gratitude in a befitting manner as we drove back
to Dr. Cameron’s house. My appearance in company with
the surgeon caused some astonishment, and the subsequent
arrival of the other boys gave rise toinquiries, when we parted
effectually for that cvening, and I retired with the others at
the, usual hour.

Next mornig, however, [ was ob'iged to’see’Mr. Cunningham
professionally, as I felt quite unable to rise. Mrs. Cameron
was most kind, but my gentle littde nurse Lillie quite won my
boyish heart. All through the long we:ks during which 1
was constantly visited by my parents, no presence gave me
half the pleasure that Lillie’s imparted. Carefully, and un-
selfishly as a sister, she tended me, unwearied by my petul-
ance and restlessness. One evening when I was very ill in-
deed, I asked her if she should be sorry were I to die?  Burst
ing into tears she repied, “Dear Frank, you make me un-
happy when you speak so, pray don't.” Thisdecided the mat
ter, and I resolved that should I ever get well I wonld marry
Lilliec Cameron. Well, perhaps it was ‘“nonsense,” but I
meant it then and afterwards, as you shall hear.

Long before T had fully recovered I loved Lillie with all the
first fervour of boyish affection. IHer sweet kind eyes secemed
to beam upon me even during the weary waking nights, and
morning was indced worth living for, for it brought her to my
side. The convalescent period was the happiest time I can
recall even now. The friendship of my school-mates and the
kindness I received from the Doctor and his family deserve a
word of special remembrance. Mr. Cunningham took me out
in his brougham daily, and at length, after an absence of five
weeks, I re-enitered the class-room,

All were unfeignedly glad at my appearance, and the ““Bar-
row-Knight,” to my surprise, began to “feel my muscle,” as
he termed it.  “‘He'll do, Fleming,” said he.

“Da,” T exclaimed, releasing my attenuated limb; ‘‘do for
what 7*

“Why," replied | Fleming, “you sec we have been just chal-
lenged by Dormet’s ‘Four’ to pull from Howden to Bramebing
up stream, and we want you to be No. 2, :

“Ifear that's impossible,” Tsaid; © 1've no strength for
rowing,” -

]

“But it's not for two months yet,; Miss Cameron is working
us a flag, and wants you to10w.”

’Il‘lhrtt's different,” I said; *‘if Lillie wishes it, of course I'll
pull.’

My glib manner of speaking of ““Lillie” excited somesuprise,
but the Doctor entering, to put me through ‘“my facings” in
clagsics, postponed the discussion. He was apparently satis-
fied, for in half an hour he dismissed me upstairs, saying he
had letters to write, and bade me go to the drawing-room. I
hurried up hoping to find Lillie; nor was I disappointed.

“‘Here's a letter for you,” she said as I entered: ‘‘you had
better read it at once,” and she turned away to search for
something in the next room. The letter was from my mother,
bidding me return as soon as possible to accompany her and
my father to Wales, whither they intended to proceed for a
few months’ change. I communicated the contents to Lillie.
“I suppose I had better go,” I said.

‘“Of course,” she replied, ‘‘are you not bidden? Besides,
this is school; with your parents you will be at home.””

“Ah ! Lillie,” I said, “I had much rather remain where you
are, you know I love you better than anyone elge.” I confess
I was sentimental, but had I not an excuse ?

“Frank, now you are talking nonsense; the idea of your
speaking to me in that way! Of course, you cannot care for
me as you do for your home; besideg——""

“Well, Lillie, besides what 7

“It’s absurd, Frank, There, I didn’t mean to say it; but °
it is, of course, absurd to talk of loving me now you are well.
While you were ill, you know I didn’t mind; but now you have
recovered your senses, it s absurd—isn’t it 7°

The sweet earnest eyes came so close to mine as she put the
question that I forgot my manners, and, drawing her close to
me, gently kissed her cheek.

©No dear, it is not absurd,” I rePlied, ‘1 shall always love
you. Why, I am now past sixteen,” I added, proudly.

“But I am now seventeen,” she said demurely, ‘“‘and,
Frank, you mustn’t kiss me again. You won’t try, will you 2

Her innocent pleading face was close to mine, and I mut-
tered, “‘Never, dear, if you will forgive me.”

“T will forgive you,” said Lillie; “‘there !" and, pressing her
lips upon my forehead and ran out of the room.

When she appeared at luncheon, I fancied I could detect .
tears; but she was gentle and winning as ever, and took great
interest in the forthcoming race. I took the opportunity of
mentioning the letter I had received; but'it appeared that the
Doctor had already written to my father on the subject, and I
was to leave at the end of the week.

The Saturday came all too quickly for me, and at 8 o’clock
the trap was ordered to convey me to the station; but Mr.
Cunningham, who had called to see the Doctor, offered to
drive me over, and, as the delay would give me the oppor-
tunity of bidding good-bye to Lillie, I gladly accepted the offer,
and ran out te:find her in the gardem. I soon descried her
dark dress near the hedge bordering the croquet-g round, and
hastenéd m that direction. She was listlessly swinging a piece
of honeysuckle as I met her. She blushed slightly as I ad-
dressed her.

“I've come to say good-bye, Miss Cameron,” I began in a
constrained tone; “I'm going home,"

“Oh, Frank, are you angry with me for what I said the
other day? You know I was right.”

“Yes,” I replied; **but I mustn’t call you Lillie any more, of
course 7’

““Yes, you may,” she cried. ““We are friends, great friends,
are we not ? and my best friends always call me by my Christ-
ian name. You may then, Frank, you see.”

“Dear, dear Lillie,” I burst out, ‘“you know how much I

»

like you. Can you like me when I am away—say 7

“Hush ! Frank, indeed you mustn’t talk like that; there's
papa and Mr. Cunningham waiting for you. Good-bye. Here,
take this, I plucked it for you.”

I half drew back, but as I looked up I met her dear, honest
eyes, and hesitated no longer.

“Dearest Lillie, good-bye,” I cried, and ran off.

She was down at the gate by a short cut as we drove out,
and waved me a farewell. T saw that tears stood in her eyes ;
I turned, kissed my hand to her, and we parted—I feeling as
though I had left home instead of being on my way thither,
and that Lillie Cameron was the world to me then.

Yes, my boy readers, long ago as it is since I saw Lillie, 1
still ¢ladly recall her image as she stood at the gate while the
dog-cart drove rapialy away. Remember, I had no sister, and
had scarcely ever associated with young ladies. Lillie’s ten-
derness and kindness sticred up all my hitherto latent feel-
ings, and, boy as [ was, [ loved her dearly and truely, as I do
still.

I pass rapidly over the six weeks which intervened betwecn
my departwre from and my return to Dr, Cameron’s. 1 em
ployed this interval in practising rowing, and, if the old fisher-
men were to be credited, got on capitally, Of course I was
aware that my style must be somewhat modified when T came
out on the Ruxborough river, but this daily practice put me
in capital trim. I gained strength and flesh daily; I grew
rapidly, and, before I returned to school, I began to pay some
attention to my personal appearance. Indeed, I got rather
particular in the matter of gloves and boots, greatly to the
amusement of my father and to the intense gratification of my
mother, who said [ wag now “quite a man.” At any rate I
was a very different hoy when the station fly deposite me at
the well-known entrance, and my friends recognized the
change.

“How you have grown, and T may, perhaps, be permitted to
gay, improved,” said Lillie demurely.

“Not really changed, Lillie,” I whispered ag | wént upstairs
to dress for dinner.

The forthcoming boat-race was the all absorbing topic that
evening.  Strange reports were rife concermng Dormer’s crew.
y were pulling splendidly, and steered to a marvel. Stroke
was powerful ag an clephant and a8 enduring as the camel,
and a fecling of despair pervaded us, [ am afraid, when we re-
tired for the night.

During the following week I had little leisure to think of
Lillie, yet she was really never absent from my mind. She
secmed to he so wrapped up in my “daily work and practice,
that it required no effort of thought on my part to recall her
every tone and feature. I accepted her as part of creation, as
the sun on the river, without stopping to analyze the feeling
or thinking it strange, 1 was quite happy and worked hard in
and out of school; and the improvement in our rowing became
cvery day more marked.,

TO BE CONTINUED,
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Winnie Baw's Depariment,

DEAR NiEcEs,—Knowing of the busy life of
farmers’ wives and daughters, particularly in the
spring and summer seasons, I think probably a few
hints concerning the spring fashions may be of use
and interest, as many of my nieces will be availing
themselves of the opportunity of making their
summer dresses before the approaching hurrid
season.

The graceful Princesse polonaise will be worn for

house and street dresses alike. This pattern is
useful for making over old dresses. Use the long-
est widths of the skirt for the pieces, beginning on
the shoulders and extending over the hips as far
down as the cloth allows; then join other pieces to
fill out the length, and trim across with scarf drap-
ery to hide the joints. Knife pleating still pre-
vails on the neyest dresses. The polonaises are
worn so long thédit very little of the under skirt is
seen, hence they are made very narrow and cling-
ing, Janares bows will fasten the front, and many
long looped bows trim the pockets "and ornament
the back of polonaise. Box pleatings and gathered
flowers are also worn with knife pleating. Basques
and over-skirts are worn much the same as last

, winter.

The Princesse dress is being made up for little
girls’ summer wear in gray and buff linens, white
repped pique, and in dark Dblue linens, trimmed
with white embroidery or Smyrna lace. It is fas-
tened in front, is ouly half fitting, and therefore
cool, and sometimes has box pleats down the front.
These pretty dresses hang all the weight from the
ghoulders, are in one single piece, and are as suit-
able for the strect as the house, all of which are
desirable things in children’s dresses.

MinNTE Mav.

Perhaps some of our readers who live in the
country are notaware of the extensive floral trade
carried on in New York and other large cities.

How elevating, pleasing and refining is the study
and care of these little beauties, though many
farmers are too apt to look upon the cultivation of
flowers as an expense, and not a pleasure or protfit;
and though they are all ableto admire a nice bou-
(uet, or the few flowers which we inthe house may
have.

There is no other branch of trade in which sen-
timent and the hard practical duties of husiness
are so closely blended as in this traftic in nature’s
Joveliest and most fragile handiwork  foliage and
bloom.  Large as is the sceming discrepancy be-
tween the wholesale prices of tlowers paid to the
growers and the retail prices demanded from the
public, it is in reality small when the incevitable
losses, expenses and risks of the business are taken
into account.  The fluctuations of supply and de-
mand arc unequalled in any other business.

On Broadway, fth and Sixth Avenues, and the
up-town cross streets near them, hetween Third and
Forty-seventh, there are 30 large florists” establish-
ments, each of which pays a rent of from =1,000 to
%4,500 per annum, and does a businessof froms6,000
t0 %40,000 yearly in ordinarily good times. Outside
these there are probably A0 small shops and parts
of shops in which the the sale of Howers is carried
on in qifferent parts of the city.

From 1860 to 1870 were the lorists’ good days.
The European style of ornamenting both our homes
and public places with the transitory beauty of
blossom and leaf upon all public vecasions, With-
out doubt, too, the lavish expenditures of the ill-
gotten gains of the old Tweed ““ring’ gave an
lmpetus to the florist’s trade. - Thousands upon
thousands of dollars were often lavished upon single
events, as, for instance, at the wedding of Tweed's
daughter, when the tloral designs, hoquets and par-
lor decorations are said to have cost nearly §4,000.
Weddings, christenings, balls, banquets, funerals,
receptions, wd all other occasions of public as-
semblage are deemed  incomplete unless graced
with tlowers,

Few if any citics possess greater varicties of
IMirst upon the list natur-

flowers than New Yorl,

ally seems to come the rose, of which there are
many varieties. There are four varieties of cam-
ellias shown.  One man alone raises 50,000 choice
camellias each winter, Of carnations there are 150
varieties, but only two or three are grown to any
extent.

Violets are cultivated in abundance; they are
worth a cent each. A great many ladies have
developed a passion for growing violets. They
impart a delicious fragrance to the breath, and
even at a cent apiece are cheaper for the purpose
by comparison with the candiedones imported from
France, and sold at the rate of about $16 a pound.

Of the 20 or more known varieties of heliotrope,
only three or four are commonly cultivated here.
The lillies of the valley seem to gain popularity
constantly; so high have they become in favor
that their price is always good. Moehrs, of Union
Hill, grows 150,000 sprays of them annually. He
sent one day last year, by one man, 10,000 sprays
for which he received 15 cents each. Few persons
would be likely to imagine that one man could
carry $1,500 worth of market flowers, but let them
undertake to buy a ““back load” of these choice
little sprays, and they will soon be convinced of
its entire practicability. ~ Orchids are difficult to
procure and very costly; sometimes $2, $3, or even
%5 has been paid for single flowers. Large and
strong orchids are sold from $25 as high as $300.
They belong only to the conservatories of the rich.
Peter Henderson, Elliott Wilson, and others of the
best informed of the large tlower growers, estimate
that there are in the vicinity of New York not less
than $10,000,000 invested in the wholesale florists’
business, in land, green-houses and stock. There
are over 45 acres under glass in one establishment.
In the matter of permanent house decorations,
grasses, immortelles and pressed leaves are coming
into great favor.

Incidentally, before concluding, it may be con-
fidentially mentioned to the young man of the
period, as_a matter of contemporaneous interest,
that it -will be safe for him to view with grave sus-
picion elegant baskets andbouquets of lowers which
~hance to be received by his charmer—just when
he happens to be making a call upon her.

Young wonien are becoming terribly sharp in
these days, and they have taken a wrinkle from
the old dodge of the actresses who buy flowers to
be thrown to them on the stage. It is now by mno
means an uncommon thing trip into a tlorists store,
order a €10 basket of tlowers, and be very precise
in directing that it may be sent, with a card bear-
ing lier name, to her residence, exactly at 4.30
p. m., or 830 p.m., or some other especially
chosen moment.  Why so particular 2 Simply be-
cause she knows that at that precise moment some
one will be with her, whose jealousy she hopes to
stimulate with fantastic vision of arival flower-
sending adorer to such a height that he may rashly
propose, and receive the acceptance which has heen
hanging like the sword of Damocles over his head
for perhaps a twelve month. Ah, that cunning
device has proved fatal to the guidance of many a
nice young man. There was one girl, well known
last summer in a certain Broadway flower store
who kept it up for seven months, and conquered at
lagt. Tt is, indeed, not every one who love tlowers
for their own sakes, like the poet who, with de-
vout tenderness, born of true love, sung :

ONeath cloistered houghs each floral bell that
swingeth,
And torls its perfume in the passing air,
Makes Sabbath in the fields, and ever ringeth
A call to prayer.’

Recipes.

PARSNIPS,

Boil them till gender, in salt water 5 remove the
skin and mash them ; for every cup of parsnips add
half a cup of hread crumbs, and one egg, with pep-
per and salt to taste. Form them into cakes, and
fry till brown in butter; serve hot. Or, when
boiled tender, pour oft the water, cut into pieces
lengthwise, add butter and milk, and boil a few
minutes ; then stir in a little flour mixed smoothly
with water. Nerve hot. '

A NOVEL WAY OF MAKING JELLY. CAKE.

Take the whites of six cggs, one cup of white
sugar, same of tlour, one teaspoonful of butter
two tablespoonfuls of swecet milk, two teaspuun’-
fuls cream tartar and one of soda. Bakeina large
oblong dvipping pan, so the cake will be very thin;
meanwhile stir another batch, making just the
same, with the exception of using the yolks instead

of the wh.tes ; when both are done, spread while
warm with jelly, or preserves of any kind ; put
together, bring the largest gide of the cake to-
ward you, and roll immediately ; or cut in four or
eight parts, put together alternately, putting jelly
between each layer, and frost lightly over the top.
Another method is to make three pans, making
the third layer of one-third red sand sugar, pro-
ceeding the same as for the other layers; in put-
ting together let the first layer be the yellow,
made ot the yolks, then. the red, and lastly the
whites, Nicely frost the top, and you have a
beautiful as well as a delicious party cake. They
are very pretty made into rolls.

TO CLEAN BRUSHES.

Hair brushes, orany other brushes which be-
come oily, dirty or greasy, may be cleéaned in a few
minutes by washing in moderately warm water,
into which a few drops of spirits of ammonia have
been dropped ; after washing, shake out the water,
and leave the brush in the sun to dry. The am-
monia is not only very cleansing, but the bristles
will not be softened as when washed in soap and
water.

ICING THAT WILL NOT BREAK.

The whites of three eggs beaten very stiff, add
one pound white sugar, with one tablespoonful
corn starch, flour the top of the cake as soon as
taken from the oven, put on the icing with a steal
knife web in warm water.

BAKED INDIAN MEAL PUDDING.

One quart sweet milk, boil and stir into it one
teacup meal ; let it cool, and add four eggs, one-
half cup butter, one cup sugar; bake three quarters
of an hour ; eat with sauce; very nice.

DELICIOUS  BROWN PUDDING.

One cup Graham, one of meal, one of sugar, one
of cream, one of raisins, one-half of sweet milk,
one egg, one teaspoonful soda; stir all together
and bake one hour ; with sauce thisis a delicious
pudding.

BLACK SILK.

Do not iron black silk. Peel about two potatoes,
glice them thin, and pour one pint of hoiling water
on them. Leave it standing four hours. ‘When
ready for immediate use, put in about a quarter of
a teacupful of alcohol. Sponge the silk well on
the worn side, rubbing any shiny spots with care.
Then roll it tightly around a thick pole. This re-
news its freshness, and cleans it well.

HOME-MADE CREAM CANDY. &£

To a coffee-cupful of white sugar, add two table-
spoonfuls of water to dissolve it, and boil, without
stirring, in a bright tin pan, until it will crisp in
water Like molasses candy. Just before it is done
put in a teaspoonful of extract of vanilla, or lemcn
or peppermint essence, and a (uarter of a teaspoon-
ful of cream tartar ; when done, pour out into a
buttered pan, and when cool enough to handle
work it as you would molasses candy, until it is
perfectly white, then stretch and lay on a marble
slab or moulding board; with a chopping knife
cut into mouthfuls and lay it on buttered
paper on a plate. When children want candy, by
all means let them have that made at home, and
they will not eat plaster of Paris, chalk, starch,
and poisonous compounds, which derange their
stomachs and ruin their teeth.

A RECIPE FOR SORE LIPS AND EYER.

One teaspoon level full of sulphate of zine, Or
white vitriol, dissolved in one pint of rain water.
Moisten your finger with the liquid and apply it to
the part affected, two or three times a day, until &
cure is effected.

The above recipe I know tobe a good one for
sore eyes. 1t cured me of sore lips after Leing
badly troubled with the same for eighteen years
during warm weather.

T would not be without this simple remedy for
$10 per year. It is now one year since I have been
cured of sore lips. T still occasionally use the
remedy to prevent my lips getting sore.~—FE.x.

BLANC-MANGE,

Put on to boil a quart of new milk, adding four
table-spoonfuls of eand sugar. As soon as it b
up once, remove from the fire, and when
cold, stir into it one ounce of gelatine, °
heen dissolved in as small a quantity
possible.  Flavor with almond or v
into a mould to stiffen.
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Don’t Forget the 0lq Folks.

Don’t forget the old folks, i
Love them more and more,

As they with unshrinking feet
Near the ‘‘shining shore.”

Let your words be tender,
Loving, soft and slow;

Let their last days be the best
They have known below.

Don’t forget poor father,
With his failing sight,
With his locks once thick and brown,
Scanty now and white.
Though he may be childish,
Still do you be kind—
Think of him as years ago,
With his master mind.

Don’t forget dear mother
With her furrowed brow,

Once as fair and smoothe and white
As the driven snow.

Are her steps uncertain?
Is her hearing poor?

Guide her gently till she stand
Safe at heaven’s door.

Don’t forget the old folks,
Love them more and more,
As they with unshrinking feet
Near the ¢‘shining shore.”

Let your words be tender,
Loving, soft and slow;

Let their last days be the best
They have known below.

Love Letters.
FROM A LADY'S NOTE-BOOK.

This is an age of reform, moral and political ; and
asreform is needed in this matter as much as any
other, I wish I could say a few words that would
sink deep in the heart, and never be forgotten by
every unmarried man, in reference to this so often
miscalled romance of love-letters. They are almost
always, indeed, universally, held in derision as
nonsensical, love-sick trash, but it is an egregious
blunder, for they are most eminently practical ; and
whenever we hear them so spoken of, especially by
our poor old bachelor friend, we long to whisper in
his ear that we have not yet forgotten the time, al-
though it has been a score of years ago, when he
offered all his heart and half his kingdom to pretty
Nelly Bly, and only missed having a happy home
and family because Miss Nelly, perverse creature,
would marry Tom Brown on his return from sea,
and start out with him on a voyage for life—as first
mate, for which reason our friend the old bachelor
has had a general antipathy to water cver since,
and a strong dislike to captains and first mates in
particular,  We would like to remind him of the
valentine, with tender verses attached, that he
80 adroitly had handed to her without ‘‘anybody’s
knowing.”

Truly, love-letters are foolish and nonsensical ; a
little nonsense, now and then, is relished by the
wisest men. But I must come to my reform, for,
as T have said before, there is need of it.

Let ““dear John,” the object of argirl’s affections,
be separated from her by time and space, and what
are the results ? Let us follow them. The brave
Apollo leaves, vowing eternal love and fidelity,
with promise to write every day, if not oftencr.
He feels gay and buoyant, with the prospects of a
fair business life ahecad : the weeping maiden is left
behind to solace herself from ““ past blessings,” and
wait for news from the absent one, obliged to learn
the hardest of lessons that ““ They also scrve ‘who
only stand and wait.”

Now the practical part of lifc commences as the
correspondence begins, For a while the letters
come and go regularly, and everything is nice ; but
suddenly the letter comes not: several anxious
days and sleepless nights, imagining of all sorts of
diseases and disasters. When the truant letter is
handed her, quickly is it torn open, to see ‘“ What
can be the matter, that he has not written before 77
when she finds, to her great relief of mind, that
“ owing to press of business, I carried thisletter in
my pocket for several days, entirely forgetting I
had not posted it ; hope the delay caused you no
uneasiness of mind.” The bare possibility of such
an idea, when he must have known it caused
her the greatest anxiety ; and does he not always
close his letters with, ¢ Don’t fail to write me on
Sunday, or I shall think you are ill " But she
forgives the ¢“dear fellow,” and sighs, “Shall we
cver meet again?”’

For a few weeks the letters reach her regulaily ;
so she takes courage, and presses forward to the
mark of the prize of her high calling, which is to be
“John’s” wife. But it is only for a short season.
““Sorrow cometh in the morning.” After a weari-
some delay, the ‘‘long looked for comes at last,”
which, after reading, makes her feel that ‘life is
all a fickle dream,” for if there was anything she
was unlawfully proud of, it was John’s voice, his
beautiful tenor voice. Now he tells her ‘‘he un-
fortunately took a heavy cold ; was confined to his
bed for several days ; there was no danger, but a
great inconvenience, as it has settled in his throat,
and in all probability would entirely lose his
voice.”

The time has now arrived when ‘¢ the girl I left
behind me” tries to have her mind prepared for
anything or everything in or out of season; but,
at last, <‘forbearance ceases to be a virtue,” as she
reads in his last :—¢‘ On Monday morning, in pass-
ing down High street, I barely escaped death,
having just passed a building in the course of
erection, when it fell, killing one |workman, and
wounding several others.” \ :

She quickly folds the letter up, puts it away»
feeling thankful that there is a Providence espe-
cially provided to take care of absent lovers who
can’t take care of themselves. Now, can you tell
me of any more trying period in the existence of
a woman’s life than this very time I have been
talking about ?

Her, letters I will venture to say, are as regular
as clock-work ; and, if she did fall and sprain her
ankle, or barely recover from a serious attack of
the diptheria, she will be careful not to mention it
until the worst is over, for fear of worrying
““ John;” while as to accidents and hair breadth
escapes that ‘‘might have been,” they are never
mentioned. All of the foregoing contribute to the
romance of courtship ; but we think it is the most
trying period in a girl’s experience ; for, ‘‘as dis-
tance lends enchantment to the view,” under such
circumstances, so it is that imaginary or slight ills
are harder to bear, when the loved one is absent
from us, than real trouble is if encouraged by each
other’s presence. But then we should not, for “‘all
the world beside,” be without these dear old lovers
and husbands, for, ‘‘ with all their faults, we love
them still.”

Vegetables in the Farmer’s Family.

In years past some English and Scotch gardeners
have been experimenting in the growth of the pea,
with marvellous success. Varieties have been pro-
duced that should never be absent from the daily
board of the farmer’s meals. The tomato is equally
good as a toothsome condiment. The onion, also,
although in many farmers’ families considered a
luxury, is, according to eminent physicians, a great
corrective and alterative of the human system
when freely consumed, and a preventative, as well
as a remedy, for some affections of the kidneys
that are becoming so alarmingly frequent among
our active men of middle life. The sameintluence
upon the liver is attributed to the free use of the
tomato. Equally effective is the celery plant upon
the nervous system.  But the great questions of
food and economy are the ones which come nearest
home. It is of no use to talk of the heart and the
moral senses until the stomach is right. To have
that right it must be well filled, anfif the farmers
cannot see their way clear to grow more of these
articles on their farms, they must eat more and
better vegetables. The list is large, succulent and
healthy. They cen be grown successiully not only
for summer, but for winter consumption. Let our
wives and daughters devote a little time to prepar-
ing them for winter use in the family.  We have
so burdened ourselves with business and super-
{luities that a goodly portion of our vital torces is
expended in taking care of things, instcad of pro-
curing food and raiment.  But, as we must work
or starve, why not accept the situation, and wheil
spring opens begin at the garden, and let our tables
groan, if need be, with the fullness thereof ?

When Not to Laugh.

Unless you would be set down as vulgar, don’t
laugh at people’s mistakes or misfortunes. There’s
a time to laugh ; but when your schoolmatc has
slipped down on the ice, and is hurt, perhaps; or
by accident the fruit stand at the corner is over-
turned, and the poor old man’s oranges and apples

are scattered in the mud ; or some lover of a very
low quality of fun has pinned a ticket for sale on a
person’s back as he walks the street jor an absent-
minded lady, thinking more of the poor she is

going to visit than herself, has gone out with one
boot and one slipper on ; or a near-sighted person,
whom you never saw before, addresses you asJane
or John, and cordially inquires after your grandma,
when you haven't any ; or the new boarder next
door, in a block of a dozen houses all precisely
alike, walks familiarly into your hall and comes to
a dead stop on the stairs ; or the bashful student
comes awkwardly upon the platform and breaks
down in an attempt to declaim ; or the same sort
of sensitive youth, through extreme diffidence,
commits in company the very error he was trying
to avoid ; or whenever anything trying or humble
happens to any person—that 18 not the time to
laugh, if you do by others as you would be done
by. 1If you are the person laughed at in such a
case, consider that, at least, you are a great deal
better than those who laugh at you. The too
bashful girl or boy almost always turns out better
than the too bold. The people whoare always
right side out in looks and dress and style, are not
necessarily by any means the best or the brightest.
Nothing more surely indicates good breeding and &
large heart than not seeming to notice a bEmder,
whether of friend or stranger—unless it is by a
word or simple act of kindness to show sympath
or render assistance, when this can spare the feel-
ings or lighten a misfortune.—Christian Era.

A Plea for Boys.

Every boy, if he isin sound health, has an excess
of energy which must find an outlet. The mother
is alarmed and worried at what she calls his mis-
chievous proclivities. He is always breaking things,
is never still, is always in the way, wanting to act
outside of household law. He keeps the mother
and sister in a constant fever. T'heir bete noir is a
rainy day, when Charley can’t go out doors to
*)hy; a school vacation is a burden hard to be
yorne; and theresultis Charley must be packed offto
a distant boarding school, not so much for his edu-
cation, but to get rid of him.

If, as we hold, the interests of husband and wife
are one, and it is essential to train the girl for wife-
hood in all household duties, it is equally so to
train the boy for his part in the same direction.
He should be under the law of home order; tought
to be as neat and tidy as the girl; to arrange his

bed-clothing and furniture instead of leav-
ing it to his sister to do. He should
have provided Lim needles, thread and

buttons, and be taught their use, that he may not
be subjected in manhood to that terror of nervous
men, a buttonless shirt. He should take lessons
from the cook, and be capable of preparinga whole-
some dinfier.  He should learn how to do the mul-
titude of little things that are constantly demand-
ing attention in the house. There is no know-
ledge, however trivial, that will not at some time
come into service.

It is said that a ‘“Jack of all trades is master of
none,”” but he need not make himself master He
may know enough of the general principles of me-
chanics to be able to repair wastes and to keep
things in order. If aswollen door sticks, he should
know how to ease it.  If a hinge creaks, how to get
at and stop its music. If a lock or clock is out of
repair, how to take it to pieces and arrange it pro-
perly. Ifa pipe or a pan leaks, how to use iron
and solder for its benetit.  If the seams of a tub
are open, how to cooper it. If a glass is broken
in a sash, how to set another. How to hang pa-
peron walls, and usc brush and paint and putty.
How to make a firc and lay a carpet and }mng a
curtain.  Everybody may learn enough of these
things to do away with the necessity of calling in
a cobbling mechanic to his house when he is a
man.

We say, then, teach the boys, or put themin a
position to learn how to do for themselves what
your expericnee tells you they will need to know
when they are housckeepers, Let them have access
to your kitchen, and be friendly with its goddess.
Receive with approbation the cup of coffee or steak
they have prepared for you. %nitiatc them into
the mysteries of marketing, trust them to make
purchases on their own discretion, and don’t be
hasty to condemn their first ventures. Teach them
as to quantity and quality and value. Wink at
their failures, and make them feel that they are
helping you.  Give them tools, carpenters’ and
plumbers’ especially.  Give them some little corner
for a workshop all to themselves, and you will not
only make them useful but happy.  You will keep
them near you. They will not feel that home is so
dull that they must seck entertainment away from
your cye, hut will délight to be where you ghould
have them, near you, doing  you good,
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Why and When Lamps Explode.

All explosions of coal-oil lamps are caused by
the vapor or gas that collects in the space above
the oil.. When full of oil, of course alamp con-
tains no gas, but immediately on lighting the lamp,
consumption of oil begins, soon leaving a
space for gas, which commences to form as the
lamp warms up, and, after burning a short time,
sufficient gas will accumulate to form an explos-
sion. The gasin alamp will explode only when
ignited. In this respect it is like gunpowder.

heap or inferior oil is always the most dangerous.

The flame is communicated to the gas in the
following manner :—The wick tubein all lamp
burners is made larger than the wick which is to
pass through it. It would not do to have the wick
work tightly in the burner ; on the contrary, it is
essential that it move up and down with perfegt
ease : 1n this way it is unavoidable that space in
the tube is left along the sides of the wick sufficient
for the flame from the burner to pass down into
the lamp and explode the gas.

Many things may occur to cause the flame to
pass down the wick and explode the lamp.

1. A lamp may be standing on a table or mantel,
and a slight puff of air from the open window, or
the sudden opening of a door, cause an explosion.

2. Alamp may be taken up quickly from a
table or mantel and instantly explode.

3. Alamp is taken into an entry where there is
a draft, or out of doors, and an explosion ensues.

4. A lighted lamp is taken up a flight of stairs,
or is raised quickly to place it on the mantel, re-
sulting in an explosion. In all these cases the mis-
chief is done by the air movement—either by
suddenly checking the draft, or forcing air down
the chimney against the flame.

5. Blowing down the chimney to extinguish
the light is a frequent cause of explosion.

6. Lamp explosions have been caused by using
a chimney broken off at the top, or one that had a
piece broken out, whereby the draft is variable and
the flame unsteady.

7. Sometimes a thoughtless person puts a small-
gized wick in a larger burner, thus leaving con-
siderable S})_:\.CC along the edges of the wick.

8. An old burner, with its air-drafts clogged up,
which rightfully should be thrown away, is some-
times continued in use, and the final result is an
explosion,—=Sci. American.

Family Matters.

The best friends are those who stimulate cach
other to do good.

If you give love to others, they will return it
with interest, and, if you hate you will be paid in
the same coin,

No truc artist ever yet worked for ambition. He
does the thing that is in him to do by a force far
stronger than himself. The first fruits of a man’s
genuis are always free from grecd.

It is a secret known but to few, yet of no small
use in the conduct of life, that, when you fall into a
man’s conversation, the first thing you should con-
sider is whether he has a greater inclination to hear
you, or that you should hear him,—STEELE,

The woman who has no sense of beauty, and who
lives only for herself —the woman who has no sense
of love, and who cannot compass its divine sacrifice,
its exquisite sclf abnegation 5 and she who has no
sense of modesty -not one of these is woman pure
womanly-—the woman by whom men are cnnobled
and the world kept pure.

There is 1o soil for the roots of a true man which
is better than the soil that trouble makes—when it
is trouble 5 for that which other folk think to be
trouble is not necesdarily trouble to you; and that
which in you is trouble may not be necessarily he
trouble to other people.  Fach man, in his own
nature and civcumstances, finds what trouble is to
him ; and it is the thing which you cannot bear
that you must hear to make yourself a man,

Mex Wrrnovr Ocerparion,—The man who has
nothing to do is the most miscrable of beings.  No
matter how much wealth a man possesses, he can
neither he contented nor happy without occupa-
tion. - We can find a field for usefulness almost
anywhere,  In occupations we forget our cares,
worldly trials, and our sorrows. It keeps us from
constantly worrying and broodmg over what 11 in
evitable, ” If we have enough for ourselves, we can
Iabor for the good of others; and such a task 1s one
of the most delightful dutics a worthy and good
man can possibly engage in,

Mucle Tow's Depaiment.

My Dear NepHEWS AND NiEcs,—Here it is
April again. What if it is April? Sure enough
what. Well, we all know that a quarter of another
year has passed and gone, and our beautiful spring
is again with us, When we look out and see the
sun shining so brilliant and warm, it reminds us
that we can soon prepare our gardens, for the sea-
son of flowers and sweet perfumes is close at hand,
though we must expect to have cold winds yet.
How are your house plants after our cold winter ?
I have been very unfortunate with mine, having
forgotten to remove them from the window,; conse-
quently, had them frozen, and was obliged to cut
them down. Fresh shoots have sprung up again,
and are now looking fresh and beautiful. 1 let
them get all the sunshine that is possible and wash
them frequently with water, forifin a room where
you are constantly in, a great deal of dust adheres
to them, which must prevent them from breathing
freely. I also find it is a good plan to put a few
drops of ammonia in the water used for watering.
Some of my nephews and nieces are, no doubt,
thinking of their Easter holidays, or, probably, ere
this reaches you, will be at home enjoying them,
no doubt, devising all manner of plans for making an
¢ April fool” of some of your companions. One of
my little nephews says his father has given him an
acre of land to cultivate, and plant and sow as he
pleases. He says he intends to plant some corns
and beans, also some potatoes, cabbage and cauli-
flower. He thinks he will also try a few melons,
cucumbers, and a bed or two of onions. He is
going to see how much he can make from his acre,
and buy a calf and sheep, which his father says he
will furnish food for. I think this a good plan,
and would suggest that many fathers encourage
their boys in some similar manner. 1t not only
furnishes them with a little private money, but
teaches them to calculate and take the responsi-
bility of their miniature farm upon themsclves. 1
hope to hear from many of my little nephews, and
of their different modes of cultivating the little
corner that their father may allow them to have.

Uxcre Tom.

Puzzles.
52—NUMERICAL ENIGMA.

1 consist of 20 letters.

My 17, 14, 9, is a month;

My 2, 19, 4, is a house for travellers ;

My 1, 5, 3, 16, is a place for stamping coin;

My. 7, 8, 15, 20, is a kind of sale ;

My 12, 11,11, 9, 1s a whirlpool ;

My 13, 18, 8, 10, 6, is a kind of grain colectively.

My whole may be seen in the FARMERS® ADpvo-
CATE every morning. Arcuy G. Tavvor.

53— DIAMOND PUZZLE.

A consonant ; the whole ; a color: fragile ; broken;
name of a race of Kings of England ; a species of
antelope ; currents ; o coin; a number; a conso-
nant. Eoxa CLirrorn.

54— SQUARE WORD,
Not soft ; extent of territory ; true; a valley.
HH-—SQUARE WORD.

To increase ; hoar frost; a sign; part of the vest;

to go. Krrry Love.
HO—NUMERICAL PUZZLE,

1 am composed of 15 letters.

My 4, 13, 5, 13, 11, is good feed for animals ;

My 8, 1, 14, 15, is a troublesome insect

My 9, 7, 2, 3, is a kind of grain;

My 9, 1, 6, 10, is a place of \1)1‘0\'('1‘])1211 mdustry.

My whole is what every farmer should do.

Hexky ProLemy,

57— THREE CONUNDRUMS;
1. Why is a man who has had Lis eye put out
like the majority of schoolmasters? ’
2. When is iron most ironical?
‘» 3. What chémical instrament is like a written
freply ? Mary Lk,

i B8—ENIGMA.

If you would my nature know,

Seek for me in frost and snow ;

On the slope of the lofty mountain,

In the cool and flowing fountain.

On Norway's coast I have been found,
But in Sweden ne’er have been;

In populous towns you hear my sound,
But ne’er in peaceful village green.

In Russia you might seek in vain,

It would only give yon needless pain ;

But where the mighty ocean rolls,

You'll find me, and at both the poles.

Lucy Miiis.

59—CHARADE.

My first I must confess to you,

Is contrary to being true;

My third a number is, I ween,

A1Ld you I think will do between;

My fourth an insect may be reckoned.
In rank my whole is termed the second.

If ever you my final see,

You'll say five hundred it must be ;
And second reference has to me.
My third a portion of our dress;
And if my whole you wish to gucss,
It means to trip or dispossess.

My first is great without a doubt ;
A ring you’ll find my second ;
You must do third to make me out,

If I have rightly reckoned.
Now in my total when combined,
Blind zeal or superstitution find.

60 —ANAGRAMS —EUROPEAN TOWNS,
1. Ten marches.

2. Mad retort. A noble car.
Said to men. A, I can’t stir.

Sell a miser.

61 —FLOWERS.

Waste them Willie. Eat coal Charley. Cath-
erine’s hat. The King’s a victor. Cannot hear it.
Ha, love till T fly.

Make names of flowers from the above letters.
62—LOGOGRIPIL,

Complete, a noblc river
In England I will name ;
Curtail me and transposc me,
I am of Irish fame ;

Cut off the final letter,
Behold I'm used for food ;
Transpose, I draw the wagon,

A heavy load of wood;
Again if you transpose me,
You'll own I am not wild ;
Another trangposition
Discloses man or child ;
But whether man or child it be,
It always goes in company.

63— I am a pretty Hower’s name;
1f you in two divide the same,
And take the latter half away,
A color I then display.

Names of Those Who Have Sent Cor-
rect Answers to March Puzzles.

Edna Clifford, Henry Ptolemy*, Archy J. Taylor, Harry W.
Iuband, John Bunyan, Kitty Love, J. l)rum‘umn’(l Dickson,
Janet Hartley, Jane Dixon, Ada Gibbons, Laura Gemley, Wil-
liam Ford, James Carruthers, Harriet Cox, Fred Baird, Helen
Anderson, Mary Jane Flock, Minnie Morris, Dora McPherson,
S}ls:m Jones, Lucy Priddis, John Jones, Nanie Henderson,
Eleanor North, Frank Luce, Mary Lee, John Wright, Samucl
Gunn, A. J. Smithe, Nora Hooper, Jane- Shore, Maggie John-
ston, Sarah Lemon, Rosie McNorton, William Dyson, Oliver
(‘:'udfrc_\, Arnold MeNeil, Maude Lynn, Jennie Godson, J.
Simpson, Louie Fairbrother, Jacob Leach, Tabitha Doust,
Kittic Lowe, B. Stewart, Ida May.

We place a star asa mark of honorat the name of the one
who answers the greatest number of puzzles.

Answers to March Puzzles.
36,— K
ONE
MO ON:S
ANSWERS
KNOWLEDGE
STREETS
LADLE
AGE
E
37.— A pair of spurs. 35.—A blush.  39.—Thames, Tyne,
Severn, Dee, Wye, Ouse. 40.-The moon. -11.—L‘:11>L:LinMzu'l')“t‘
42.—The sleeping fox catches no poultry.  43.—Sir John
Franklin, 44.—Dairymen’s Convention,
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46,—Johnston’s Dictionary.  47.—Cromwell. 48.—Daily
News: thus, Dorset, Arklow, Iona, Longford, Yeddo, Navan,
Endor, Warsaw, Sidon. 49.—Sweet-meat. 50.—Cowper, Mil-

ton, Dryden. Thus :(—
Clu Mpe D
Off Ice R
Wea Lth Y
Por Ten D
El  Op E
Ro Na N

51.—Shakespeare ; Robert Burns ; ShelteR, HerO, AdverB,
KinE, EaR, ScotT, PaolB (Pablo), EmU, AltaR, RaiN, ElveS

How to Get Along.

Pay as you go.

Never fool in business matters.

Do not kick every one in your path.

Learn to think and act for yourself.

Kee? ahead rather than behind the times.

Don’t stop to tell stories in business hours.
Have order, system, regularity and promptness.
Use your own brains rather than those of others.
fI)o not meddle with business you know nothing
o

A man of honor respects his word as he does his
bond.

No man can get vich by sitting around stores
and saloons.

If you have a place of business, be found there
when wanted.

More miles can be made in one day by going
steadily than by stopping.

Help others when you can, but never give what
you cannot afford because it is fashionable.

Learn to say No. No necessity of snapping it
out dog-fashion, but say it firmly and respectfully.

HUMOROUS.

Tune CuipMuNK.—The chipmunk iz the smallest
ov the squirrell tribe. They are striped goods,
having three blak lines wove into them, running
the same way the squirrell duz. Az a spekulator
in corn the chipmunk stands at the hed ov all the
small operators, beating the blujay, in hiz yearly
opershuns, about a quart.  The chipmunk carrys
hiz corn in hiz mouth, and when he cums out ov a
cornfield loaded with the cereal, hiz cheeks stik
out like a duch baby’s.  Sumtimes the chipmunk
iz kaught and kept 1n a kage, and iz made to turn
a wheel for a living, this iz the only useful work
they hav ever been known to du. I hav ofen
lookt at them at work in their wheels, and dont
kno which i pitty the most, the chipmunk, or the
party who has to tend them, both ov them mit be
in better bizzness. They are the only insekt who
dig their holes and sho no pile ov dirt-at the en-
trance, I hav asked sevral smart men what be-
kums ov the dirt, but they all shook their heds
and lookt awfull wize.  When i waz a boy i used
to ketch chipmunks bi running away from.skool,
and the day that i brot in two ov them waz a big
day for me.

They tell this story of a Maine greenhorn, who
recently made a visit to the Hub :—Sceing a hotel
sign, he entered and inquired the price of lodging.
“One dollar,” said the obliging clerk, handing him
a pen and pointing to the register. *“What am 1
to do with this here pen ?” said the rustic. “‘Why,
put your name on the book,” said the clerk, “and
I will assign you a room at once.”  ‘Not as you
know on,’” said the young man from Maine ; ‘‘you
don’t catch me. My father signed his name once
into a book, such as those ’ere patent-right fellows
carry round—not nigh so big as that—and he had
to pay $1,000. No, siree, I can pay my way, but
I don’t sign no note, you bet !”

"

Tuey Dipx’t GEr Marriep.—A few days ago
a Detroit widower, who was engaged to a Detroit

~ widow, each having two or three children, and

both being well off, determined to test her love
for him, and at the same time discover if she was
actuated by mercenary motives, as some of his
friends had asserted. = He called upon her at the
usual evening hour, and, after a while, remarked ;

My dear, you know I have two children, and
to-day I had my life insurance policy, amounting
to £25,000, changed to their sole benefit in case of
my death.”

“You did quite right, my darling,” she promptly
replied,  ““I have three children, as youare awarc.

As soon as we were engaged, I had every dollar’s
worth of my property so secured that they alone
can have the benefit of it.”

He looked.

She looked.

The marriage didn’t come off at the time last
week, and it may never occur.

We have taken wood, potatoes, corn, eggs,
butter, onions, cabbages, chicken, stone, lumber,
labor, sand, calico, sauer-kraut, second-hand
clothing, coon skins, and bug juice on subscription,
in our time, and now a man writes us to know if
we would send the paper six months for a large
owl. There are few things an editor would refuse
on subscription, and if we come across any fellow
who is out of owl, and inneed of one, we’ll doit.—
Osborne (Kan.) Farmer.

There has been a separation between an uptown
lover and his sweetheart. She presented him with
her photograph, which, on his bended knees, he
swore he would always wear next to his heart.
Last Sunday he pulled his handkerchief from his
back pocket, when lo ! the photograph fell at the
lady’s feet. She says-he is either a liar or else his
heart does not lie in the right place.

It was a rich old widow who wondered that the
handsome young man had fallen in love with her.
“Yes, it is wonderful,” said Mr. Sprucup ; “but I
do love you to destraction ; why, I even love the
ground you walk on.” ‘I thought 80,” observed
the widow ; ‘‘but I am not in want of a landlord
at present.”

Tug MizEr.—The mizer digs hiz heart out hol-
low to stow away hiz munny in. He akumulates
bi littles, and never opens hiz harte, only on a
krak, to let another shiling in. An old mizer iz a
sad sight enuff, but next to an idiot, a young mizer
iz the most revolting thing on earth. Mizers en-
joy what they don’t use, looze what they save, and
die possessed ov the only treasure that 1z of no use
to them. The most terrible sarkasm iz a mizer’s
phuneral, the heir often makes it gorgeous, a.x'xd
expensiv, and then pitches hedlong into the pile
the old phool haz left.

A Scotch Story.

A certain minister having become much addicted
to drink, his presbytery had to interfere, and get
the minister to sign the pledge. The result was
that the sudden reaction proved too much for him,
and he became so ill that the doctor had to be sent
for. The doctor said he must begin to take his
toddy again. This the minister said he could not
do, as he had taken the pledge. ~The doctor re-
plied that he might get a bottle or two quietly,
and that nobody but their two selves and the
housekeeper would know it.

¢Man,” said the minister, ‘‘my housekeeper is
worse than all the presbyters put together, so that
would not do.”

However, it was arranged that the doctor should
bring in the whisky and sugar, and that the min-
ister was to make up the toddy in the bed room
with the hot water he got for shaving purposes in
the morning. The result was the minister got
speadily well, and one day on going out, the doc-
tor said to the minister’s housekeeper :

¢ Well, Margaret, your minister is quite him-
self again.”

«There’s nae doubt of that, sir,” she replied,
“he’s quite well in the body, but there issome-
thing gane far wrang wi’ his upper story.”

«What's wrong there, Margaret?” asked the
doctor.

““Weel, sir, 1 dinna ken, but he asks for shavin’
water six or seven times a day.”

The Past Winter.

We have just passed the most pleasant winter
ever experienced in Canada, as far as the weather
has been concerned in making it so—just sufficient
frost to keep the atmosphere clear and dry, and
snow sufficient to give us excellent sleighing, with-
out inconvenience. Stock have thriven betterthan
they would have done if the w eather had been
more variable. The winter wheat has been well
protected; if we do not have thawing aud freezing
weather for the next two weeks, we may expect a

\
l

good crop of winter wheat. The clover i8 also in
a healthy state at present. The prices of all agri-
cultural products have been good, except for hops
and barley. It is our impression that the prices of
both these products must risc. ~ The exporting of
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live stock to England will give us a stimulus to
raise large cattle and better horses. - The dairy-
men, on account of the low price of cheese in the
early part of the season, were rather discouraged,
but the prices improved; the prospects are that
good prices will be realized for new cheese this
year.

Correspondence.—Continued.

Some time ago I noticed in the ADVOCATE some
remarks re€pecting the different varieties of spruce,
in which you express a doubt as to whether the
black and white spruce are really different varieties.
Seen from a little distance they are very similar,
but, nevertheless, they are two distinct species.
The black spruce, abies nigea, has the leaves needle-
shaped, four-sided, not two-ranked, uniforml
green, cenes ovate, 1 inch to 1} inches long, wit
thin-edged scales. The white spruce, abies alba,
has the cones oblong cylindrical, 1 or 2 inches long,
the scales with thickish edges, otherwise nearfy
like the white spruce.  In both varieties the cones
hang from the ends of the branches and do not fall
to pieces. In this respect the¥l differ from the
balsam fir, abies balsamea, which has the cones up-
right on short side shoots, falling into pieces when
ripe, the scales separating from the axis, leaves
flat, becoming more or less two-ranked, whitish
beneath—but is too well known to require further
description. The bark of the black spruce is of a
darker color than that of the white spruce, but the
wood is whiter and harder, so that in the Old
Country, whenever it can be procured, it is ‘used
for the floors of ball-rooms. In Canada East the
essence of spruce is distilled from the branches,
which is used in making spruce beer, a very refresh-
ing summer beverage a.n(I{ not intoxicating ; for-
merly much used by the French Canadians. As
ornamental trees there is nearly no difference be-
tween the white and black spruce, but for this pur-
pose the balsam fir excels them both, as it natur-
ally forms a pyramid, as I have ofthe seen it grow-
ing wild where it had room to spread. Growing in
the woods amongst other trees it shoots up to a
good height and size. In Canada East it is always
used by the French Canadians for the purpose of
making sugar troughs. It is easily split and hol-
lowed out, and does not communicate any unpleas-
and flavor to the sap. It is also used for making
butter tubs, or tinnettes, as they are called. The
gum, which issues from the bark in small bladders,
is collected in the spring by tlie French Canadians
and Indians, generally in the swamps to the north
of Quebec, and is sent to Englam{ as Balsam of
Canada. Mixed with grease it is applied to the
1ace and hands by men when at work 1n the woods
durin% the summer to kec‘) off the musquitoes and
sand-flies. It is of a healing nature when applied
to the chaps in the hands, or slight-cuts ; for deep

is also used in making a varnish for water-color or
pencil drawings. I have seen it applied to water-
colored prints, when the colors were faded, and
they were brought out in their pristine brightness.
For this purpose the pictures must first be stretched
in a frame, then sized with a clear solution of ising-
glass, and when that is dried in, varnish with a
mixture of one-third balsam of Canada and two-
thirds spirits of turpentine.  This would form a
cheap and excellent varnish for the picture of the
¢ Offer” which you have given as a premium for
new subscribers this year. SARAWAK.

Try It.

I find the best thing to clean a horse with is a
broom corn scrubbing brush. There is nothing
like it, as it never can scratch his legs, as the
curry comb of tin does, while it does more work
in the same time than cnrry comb and brush put
together, S. G., Wolfe Island P, O.

Seeing in your last number of the ApvocATE an
enquiry from ‘‘ Farmer,” asking if you knew any
cure for hard lumps on horses. A neighbor of
mine had a colt hooked by a cow. It had a lump
on its side as large as a peck measure and as hard
as a stone. 1 told-him to rub it with geese grease.
He did so, and there was about a bucketful of
matter ran out of it, and in about six weeks it had
entirely disappeared. Last year I had an ox with
a lump on his jawbone, about as large as a hen’s
egg, and as hard as a stone. 1began rubbingit with
warm goose grease. In about a' week it became
very soft, broke open and disappeared. If 1 had
not seen hoth cases myself, I could hardly have
beleived it, and 1 can reconmend it as a sure cure,

C. M., Windsor, N, S,

cuts it is better mixed with a little turpentine. 1t -
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Sir,—Could your ' correspondent ~ ‘‘Windy
Knowes ” kindly inform me through the medium
of your pgper what was the nature of the soil in
his experiments with gypsum? R. McE.

Byron P. 0., March 23rd, 1877.

Would you inform me if the Lnglish cob nuts
will thrive in any part of Canada.
W., Napanee.

[We have never seen any grown here. OUne per-
son raised a peck of filberts near this city. They
have generally failed to produce fruit when tried
here. Perhaps some of our readers might give us
their experience in the nut question. . We have no
doubt but many varieties of nut will prove very
remunerative here to the enterprising who plant
suitable varieties.—ED.]

COLLARD’S HARROW.

To J. S. Picton, N. S.—The Collard’s Iron Harrow, manufac-
tured by G. Gillies, of Gananoque, is an excellent implement.
There are a great many of them used in Ontario—more than
of any other iron harrow. They give good satisfaction. You
will be safe in getting one,

Our dairymen, manufacturers and farmers should
read the advertisement of the Royal Agricultural
Society of England. Some of our subscribers, no
doubt, will attend it ; we should like to be there.
Our Government should encourage Canadians to
exhibit. A good display, obliging attendants, and
a few suitable circhars, might tend to open up
more direct trade with our fatherland, and might
induce a better class of emigrants to our country
than have been sent here by emigration agents.

NAotes on the Gavden and Favw,

Those who live near blacksmith and machine
shops, and can get iron filings and rusty chips of
iron, and working them into their flower beds,
will add greatly to the rich and bright coloring of
their flowers. )

TraiNniNe ViNes OvErR Winpows.—A lady
writer in the Rural New Yorker says :—‘ What
more beautiful than green leaves falling around
the casement in graceful festoons? If agrape vine
is out of the question, the next best thing is a hop
vine. I have aluxurious hop vinenow, that shades
two of my kitchen windows; and the cold tendrils
clinging so closely to the house, with the aid of a
friendly nail and string here and there, that it
makes closing the windows, cven in a storm or
shower, wholly unnecessary, securing a capital
ventilation of the room. And there is such a
silky, sociable rustle of the leaves all day that I
like to sit close up to them and listen to what they
say. Then fill a few vases with roses, and place
out on the window sill, and the green background
malkes a delightful receiving picture.”

Grasshopper fighting is the order of the day in
many of the Western States, and grasshopper clubs
are being formed for the purpose of destroying the
eggs of the pests.  Deep plowing is strongly re-
commended, and roadways are being harrowed
and overturned with a view to eradicate them in
the State of Nebraska. The Minnesota Senate
has passed a bill appropriating $100,000 for the
destruction of grasshopper eggs, and the raising
of more turkeys and chickens than he etofore to
extirpate them is strongly urged upon the farmers,
many of whom cannot retain possession of their
farms if their crops are again caten up by the
locusts.

FATTENING ANIMALS.—-A very common ecrror
among farmers, which necds correction, is the
opinion that animals may be fattened in a few
weeks, and fitted for market, by heavy feeding,
or, as it is termed, by pushing. Many farmers
do not think of beginning to fatten their hogs or
cattle for early winter market until autumn has
actually commenced. Their food is then suddenly
changed, and they are dosed with large quantities
of grain or meal. This sudden change often de-
ranges the system, and it is frequently some time
before they recover from it. Krom observation
and enquiry we find that the most successtul pork-
raiser that we have met with commences the fat-
tening of his swine for the winter market early in
the preceding spring. In fact, he keeps his young
swine in a good growing condition all through the
winter. He begins moderately, and increases the
amount gradually, never placing before the ani-
mal more than it will freely eat.  With this treat-
ment and striet attention to the comfort and clean
liness of the animal, his'spring pigs at ten months
usually exceed three hindred pounds, and have
sometimes gone as high as four hundred and fifty
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pounds ; and pigs wintered over reached a weight
of five or six hundred. The corn, which is ground
and scalded before feeding, nets him on an aver-
age, not less than one dollar per bushel when the
market price of pork is five cents per pound.

Tue HATCHET IN PRUNING.—A writer to the
Gardeners Monthly says :—Of all the blunders that
the common farmers, and some others, make with
trees, none is so common, or so hurtful and which
he is so long in finding out, and of which he might
know so certainly, as the practice of cutting off
lower limbs. All over the country nothing is more
common than to see mutilated trees on almost
every farm. Big limbs cut off near the body of
the tree, and of course rotting to the heart. This
is a heart sin against nature. The very limbs
necessary to protect the trees from wind and sun,
and just where the limbs are needed most, they
are cut away. But the greatest injur{ is the rot-
ting that always takes place when a big limb is
sawed off—too big to heal over it must rot, and be-
ing kept moist by the growing tree, it is in the
right condition to rot, and being on the body, the
rotting goes to the heart and hurts the whole tree.
It is common all over the country to see large orch-
ards mutilated in this way. @ We often see holes
in the trees where big limbs have been cut away,
where squirrels and even racoons could crawl in.
Perhaps the only reason these trimmers would
give is, that the lowest limbs are the easiest got
at ; and some would say, they wanted to raise a
crop under the tree.

Take every precaution to prevent the accumula-
tion of dust upon plants, and above all protect

| them from that terrible infliction, carpet sweep-

ing. It may be well enough to kill the old people
by compelling them to breathe clouds of dust, but
send the children into the fresh air to skate, or to
snowball, and screen the plant if possible. The
essentials of success in p'ant culture are, suitable
soil, air, light, moderate and regular heat, a moist
atmosphere, regular and moderate watering, and
freedom from foul gas.

The celebrated farmer, John Johnston, of Gen-
eva, N. Y., says he has used plaster every year
since he came on his farm, now fifty-four years;
and it has done wonderg, for him on corn, soaking
the corn in water, then mixing it with plaster
when wet.  He planted the plastered corn, and a
hired man planted the corn that was not plastered.
When the corn was up, that which was plastered
was stronger and better colored than the other. It
kept ahead throughout the season, and when ripe
a blind man could have told the difference by feel-
ing the stalks and ears.

OnN10N SETs.—A Mr. Fellows, of Kentacky,
grows onion sets as follows :—He selects a dry
piece of ground. His ground is rick alluvial loam,
but the character of the“soil is of no special im-
portance. Beds are formed two feet wide, with a
path of one foot between. The beds are excavated
to the depth of two inches, or, in other words, the
path or alley between is two inches higher than
the beds; the bottom of the beds are nicely
smoothed with the back of a spade, so as to pre-
sent a level surface whereon to sow the seed. The
seed is sown so that from fifteen to twenty seeds
will cover a square inch. If the surface of tho
beds were sprinkled with plaster or white sand, the
seeds, which are black, could be sown more evenly.
After sowing, the seeds are covered with two
inches of clear, pure sand, which brings the beds
and paths to the same level. The whole is then
rolled with a light roller, or patted down with a
spade. The advantages of this plan are, that there
being no seeds of weeds in the sand, the labor of
weeding is entirely saved, and the sets when ma-
tured are far more easily gathered.

CELERY As A CURE-ALL.—The habitual daily
use of this vegetable is much more heneticial to
man than most people are aware of. A writer
who is familiar with its virtues says:—‘“I have
known many men and women who, from various
causes, had become so much affected by nervous- '
ness that when they stretched out their hands
they shook like aspen leaves on a windy day, and
by a moderate daily use of the blanched footstalks
of celery as a salad they became strong and steady
in limb as other people. 1 have known others so
nervous that the least annoyance put them in a
state of agitation and they were in constant per-
plexity and fear, who were also cffectually cured
by a moderate daily use of celery as a salad at
meal time. I have known others to be cured of
palpitation of the heart.  Everybody engaged in
labor weakening to the nerves ‘should use celery

d;ul).' in the season and onions in its stead when
not in scason.”

P
&

e

PruNING RosEs.—The time to prune rose bushes
de%ends entirely upon the class or family of roses
to

e pruned. Without going into a systematic
consideration of the different species of the rose,
for which we have no time just now, we will merely
say that there are three grand divisions of the rose
genus, each of which requires a mode of pruning
peculiar to itself. For the first class, or those
roses that bloom but once a year—summer roses,
as they are called—we have always found it best to
{:rune them pretty severely as soon as the period of

looming is over, unless it should be very dry, in
which case we defer the pruning until just as the
fall growth begins. By this course we get an
abundance of young spurs or shoots for flowering
the next season.— 7'he Household.

THE AMERICAN PoMOLOGICAL SocIETY.—The
sixteenth annual meeting of this Society will be
held this year in Boston. It will commence on
Wednesday, the 11th of September, and will last
three days.

%

Messrs. Gibson, Taylor & Hope are to have a
short-horn sale in London, Ont., on the 16th of
June.

MANITOBA AND THE CANADIAN NORTH-WEST.—
We would direct the attention of our readers, in-
terested in Manitoba and the Canadian North-
West, to the advertisement of the ¢ Manitoba
Free Press,” in another column.

The International Exhibition, at Philadelphia, is
to be re-opened this year in the main building, in
Fairmont Park.

The examination of scholars at the Government
Farm, at Guelph, took place on Thursday, the
29th of March. There is a marked improvement
in the management; it was much needed. We
shall give more particulars in our next issue, a8
time or space will not allow it in this issue.

?atrnus of Fusbandey.

Subordinate Granges Newly Organized

561, Glenelg - Jno. Weir, M., Durham ; James Edge, 8.,
Durham. 565, Queen of the West—James Pollock, M., Blyth;
Jno. Wilford, S., Blyth. 566, Mt. Hope—J. W. Whealy, M.,
Lakeside; Alex. D, Sutherland, S., Bennington. 567, Sidney

Sam’l . Knight, M., Belleville; C. W. Huffman, 8., Wall-
bridge. 568, Progress - Jeremiah House, M., Straffordville ;
S. G. Marshall, 8., Straffordville, 569, Cambray—Robt. Ir-
win, M., Lindsay; A. B. Coots, S., Cambray. 570, Royal—
Sam’l E. Pegg, M., Stevensville; F. Morningstar, 8., Stevens-
ville. 571, Thurlow—Wm. Van Cleek, M., Philipston; J. W.
Sills, S., Philipston. 572, Pioneer—Luke Sidwell, M., Claver-
ing; C. D. Jarvis, 8., Wiarton. 573, Moria—James Salsbury,
M,. Moria; J. G, Foster, 5., Moria. 574, Clyde— Robt. Young,
M., Galt; Arch. Fergusson, S., Clyde. 575, Stanstead—E. B.
Gustin, M., Beebe Plain, Que.; E. G Miller, S., Beebe Plain,
Que. 576, Learteen-—R. J.S. Drinkwater, M., Price’s Cor-
ners; Wm. 8. Gibbon, 8., Price’s Corners. 577, Sutton- A.
J. Dyer, M., Sutton, Que.; C. E. C. Brown, S., Sutton, Que.
578, Newboro—G. Knowlton, M., Newboro; D. K. Preston,
S., Newboro, 579, Saugeen— Matthew Mearns, M., Durham ;
Henry Byers, S., Allen Park.

Division Granges.

35, Northumberland—J. T. Mallory, M., Cobourg; D. Ewing,
S., Dartford. 36, Essex—Jno. Hooker, M., Blytheswood; G.
W. Johnson, S., North Ridge.

As will be seen by the above list, Granges have increased in
the past month quite rapidly, many being formed in counties
where but little interest La,s been shown before, proving con-
clusively that it only requires a knowledge of the true princi-
ples of the Order to insure its introduction amongst our
farmers in cvery part of Canada.

Born of a necessity, consequent upon the unorganized con-
dition and natural isolation of the agriculturists, it is fast as-
suming a position of respect in the minds of all classes, and
fulfilling an important duty, by supplying us with a suitable
means for social and intellectual improvement, and by intelli-
gent efforts in a co-operative way, offering an opportunity for
financial benefits. Our brother farmers in the Province of
Qucbec are actively arousing to the situation, flocking into the
Grange by hundreds. Through the commendable and valuable
efforts of Deputy Levi R. Whitman, a number of large Granges
h'm'c been formed there this winter. One Grange, Stanstead
(in the Co. of Stanstead), enrolled 41 names as charter mem-
bers, being the largest organization from which application
has been received this winter. The people of that secticn are
alive to their own welfare, and with prudent management and
harmonious action, will undoubtedly soon be able to reap the
ripened fruits of their efforts.

W. PEMBERTON PAGE.
Sec. Dom. Grange.

At the last mecting of Glacarn Grange No. 76, Mr. John
Watters moved that the surplus money in the treasury be ex-
pended for numbers of the FarMErs’ Apvocarts, Thirty-eight
numbers were ordered for the year. This is a step in the
right direction.  The farmers of Canada require all the agri-
cultural information they can obtain.

. A Grange picnic is to be licld in Strathroy on the ond of
une.
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Gommercind.

of prices. e
one car 0T No. 2 at 56¢ on the track, and three cars of choice
No.3at 50cf. o. c.; No. 1 has sold during the week almost
daily at 76c f. o. c.

Beerbohm’s London telegram of March 28th stated :—

Floating cargoes wheat at ogening the turn dearer; corn
quiet. Cargoes on passage and for shipment—Wheat at open-
ing the turn dearer; corn quiet. Quotations of good cargoes
No. 2 spring wheat off coast, per 480 1bs., 51s to 518 6d. Quo-
tations of good cargoes Californian wheat off coast, per quar-
ter of 600 1bs., 528 6d. London quotations of fair average
quality spring wheat for prompt shipment per gailing vessel
to ‘Queenstown for orders, per 480 lbs., American terms, 49s.
Quotations of good cargoes mixed American corn off coast,
per 480 1bs., 24s. Liverpovl wheat on the spot at opening
firmer; corn steady. Californian White Wheat—Range of
fair shipping to choice shipping, per cental, 10s 11d to 11s 2d.
Californian White Wheat—Range of fair shipping to choice
shipping club, per cental, 10s 8d to 11s. Red American spring
wheat, 108 2d to 11s 1d; range of No. 2 to No. 1, per cental,
9s 2d to 108 1d. American western mixed corn, per quarter of
480 1bs , 28s.  Canadian peas, per quarter of 504 1bs., 37s 6d.
London quotations of good shipping Californian wheat for
Queenst,own for orders, per quarter of 500 1bs.. 528 to 528 6d.
English country markets the turn dearer. French country
markets the turn dearer. .

In New York wheat was quiet, but firm, sales amounting to
10,000 bushels. This afternoon the West was unchanged.
The ordinary telegrams from Liverpool this evening stated an
advance of 3d on white wheat and 1d on red. In flour and |
wheat former prices were fully maintained  Barley showed
wide ranges, and sales included one car of No. 2 at 65¢c f. o. c.,
one car ot No. 2 at 56c on the track, and three cars of choice
No. 3 at 50c f. 0. ¢. In peas one car sold at 75¢ f. 0. ¢, and in ‘
oats one car of Canadian sold at 47c on the track. |

A cable despatch states that the receipts of wheat at Liver-
pool for the prsb three days has been 10,000 quarters, of which
2,000 are American. ‘i

Toronto.

Produce of all kinds keeps firm, but the movement drags. |
The American markets have risen geveral cents within the
week, and Liverpool has advanced in some particulars. The
correspondent of the Financial Chronicle, writing from Lon- |
don under date of 10th inst., says :—

The trade for wheat has been exceedingly quiet during the
week. Millers have shown no desire to purchase in excess of

actual requirements, and, though there is no prospeot of what |

may be termed abundance, holders have in some instances
submitted to a slight reduction in prices. 'The weather is
more seasonable, but a protracted period of cold, dry weather

is necessary in order to keep vegetation in check and enable |

the farmers to prepare a good, healthy bed for the seed about
$0 be sown. In most parts of the country the effects of the
late rains are very perceptible, and it will be some time, in
several localities, before seed can be sown under favorab'e con-
ditions. English farmers have recently been delivering some-
what larger supplies, the sales in the 150 (g}rincipal markets of
England and Wales during the week ended March 3rd having
amounted to 46,268 quarters, against 38,020 quarters last year.
In the who'e kingdom it is estimated that there were 185,000
quarters, against 156,000 quarters. It is estimated that, with-
out reckoning the supplies furnished ex granary, the follow-
quantities of wheat and flour have been placed upon the

ing
British markets since harvest :—
1876-7. 1875-6. 1874-5.
cwt, cwt. cwt.
Tmports of wheat. ......18,861,627 31,109,767 19,443,346
Imports of flour........... 3,039,916 3,585,023 3,802,602
Sales of home-grown pro-

ANOD: cisvsv sron wn siaie wwens 23,261,800 22,407,300 29,350,000
Total........ o e s TSR 45,162,743 57,102,190 52,655,948
cxports of wheat and flour. 616,539 128,697 198,864
REHULE, . sois oy s © wwonm soiunsd 44,546,204 56,973,404 52,462,091
Average price of English

WHeat .. .o eeeernreea . 498 0d 458 10d 448 3d

FLOUR.

The number of barrels in store on the 26th inst. was 8,705, |

against 8,755 last week and 21,548 on this date last year. The
sales during the week were trifling, as there was little de-
mand, and holders were generally firm.
ruled quiet at $6.80 f. 0. ¢.  There have been sales of extra at
$6.40 f. 0. c., and fancy in 100 barrel lots have changed hands
at $6.20 f. 0. ¢,

made yesterday at the latter figure,

GRAIN.

The number of bushels of grain in store on the 26th inst.

was as follows :—Fall wheat, 80,473 bush.; spring wheat, 162,- |

339 bush,; oats, 25,415 bush.; barley, 197,960 bush. ; peas, 52,-
360 bush.; rye, nil; corn, 3,000 bush. Against fall wheat,
321,008 bush.; spring wheat, 523,984 bush.; oats, 5,910 bush.;
barley, 171,624 bush.; peas, 119,079 bush.; rye, 1,338 bush. ;
corn, 600 bush., on the corresponding date last year.
Wheat—Trade drags slowly. Vo. 2 fall has been nominal
all week at $1.48 f. 0. c. There were gales of No. 1 spring dur-
ing the week at $1.39, and No. 2 at $1.37 f. 0. ¢, in car lots.
The same prices rule to-day, with no reported transactions.

Produces Muscle, Nerve, Blood and Fat. Itfatt
feeding which animal nature requires for promot
tip-top order. Evéry farmer should use it.
be persuaded b, take any other preparation,

de-4

ig 47c on the track; American in a similar position are wort
C,
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Superior extra has |

Spring extra is worth $5.90 to §6; sales were |

(Guarante
only the ‘‘Derby.”
JOSEPE DILWORTEL, rinary Dt

e — e et

Oats—The market is steady; Canadian sold in car lots to-da{l

Barley—Has been more active at about the same wide range
Sales to-day included one car of No. 1 at 66c f. o.c.,

o
reliable.

TEHE FARMBRS ADVCCATH,
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4% We would call the attention of our readers to the new,

early grape ‘‘ LADY,”

advertised by Mr. GEo. W. CAMPBELL,

f Delaware, Ohio. Both the advertiser and the grape are

Yezl\.s—Are steady, one car of No. 1 selling to-day at 75¢
o. b,

London Market.

Grain generally steady, with a degree of firmness principally

arising from the small supplies coming forward. There was a
slight advance the last week in the Liverpool and Western

markets, but we now perceive a slight deoline in quotations.

Grain—Wheat, Deihl, per 100 1bs., $2.30 to $2.40; Treadwell,
$2.20 to $2.35; Red Winter, $2.10 to $2.15; Spring wheat, $2.10
to $2.30. Barley, 90c to $1.10. Peas, $1.20 to $1.35. Oats,
31.25 to $1.30. Corn, 90c to $1.10. Beans, $1 to $1.37. Rye,
€1 to $1.10. Buckwheat, 80c to $1.10.

Fotatoes— Not mony offering, $1.25 to $1.50 per bag.

Apples—Plentiful and cheap, 45¢ to 55¢ per bag.

Turnips—256¢ per bush. Carrots, 250. Onions, 75¢ to 90c.

Butter—Roll, 20c to 30c per 1b.; keg, 18c to 20c. Cheese,
10c to 1lc. Lard, 10c to 12}c.

Cattle—Per 100 1bs. live weight, $3 to 4.  Sheep, each, $4
to 85. Lambs, each, $2 to $3. Milch cows, each, $30 to $40.

Lamb, per lb., 7c to 80. Beef, per 100 1bs., $4 to $6. Mut-
ton, per lb., 6¢c to 7c, Dressed hogs, $6 to $7 per cwt.
Turkeys, each, 50c. to $1.50. Geese, 40c¢ to b0c, Ducks per

brace, 50¢ to 60c. Chickens per pair, 45¢ to 75c.
Cordwood—Dry, $3.60 to $3.70; green, $3.50.
Bran, per ton, $14; per cwt., 80c.

SPEGIAL PRIZES FOR APRIL

FOR SENDING IN ONE NEW SUB-
SCRIBER TO THE FARMER’S
ADVOCATE.

TiAT HANDSOME AND PLEASING LITHOGRAPH

“THE OFFER.

This picture we guarantee to please every one.

We have made arrangements with reliable seedsmen to
enable us to send the following choice seeds.

packages 5 varieties of wheat, 3 of which are
for trial. Either of them may prove most valuable, or
they may all prove failures. They are all most highly
spoken of, namely : Mainstay, Lost Nation and Egyptain
or Eldorado. Two of the above are white wheat ; all are
Spring wheats. The other two varieties have been tried,
and have succeeded better with us than any of the old
varieties—namely, the Red Fern and the Odessa—it has
yielded better than other wheat in three townships in
this County last year. Total 11b.

New varieties of potatoes. Burbanks Seed-

| or)
ling. Early Ohio and Snow-Flake Total 1 1b.

T

de-2

Three Catalogues Free. 234 Year.
STORRS, HARRISON & CO., ParvgsviiLs, Laxs Couxry, O

400 Acres.

SEEDS

of Field, Garden

My Catalogue
: i fSeeds, etc., etc., for

and Flower

1877, is now_ready, and will be mailed FREE to all
applicants.

WM. RENNIE, Toronto,

db-1

The Spring Term of the Summer Session will commence on

the 18th day of April

twenty resident pupils.
For partic lars as to

. when there will be accommodation for

terms of admission, subjects of nudﬁ,
p -

&e., send for circulars to the undersigned. An early ap
cation will be advisable.

Guelph, Feb. 26, 1877.

de-1 WM. JOHNSTON, Pres.

is the most beautiful

wark of the kind in the world. It con-

tains nearly 160 pages, hunderds of fine illustrations, and six
Chromo Plates of Flowers, beautifully drawn and colored from

nature.
Printed in German at

Price 60 cents in paper cove:s; $1.00 in elegant cloth.

d English.

Viek's Floral Guide, Quarter'y, 25 cents a year.

Vick's Catalogu
Address,

| .

| (or) Oats : Imported Black Tarter and Australian.

[ Total 1 lb.

(or) 5 Bc packages of flower seeds, and one 3 seeds
of the new anud beautiful double everlasting Prince Bis-
marck.

HORSE RAKE

| THE BRANTFORD SELF-DUMPING RAKE
| has the best established reputation of any

| Rake manufactured.

| The teeth raise 12 inches ahove the winrow.

It will make a larger winrow than any other rake.

The hay will not scatter out at the ends.

It can be dumped by hand.

| The whedis running on any elevation will not raise the teeth
| from the ground. For circulars address—

A. BOWELL, Brantford P.0.

Agents wanted where not yet established. de-3

' Important to Cattle Breeders & Farmers

FOR THE FINEST
Permanent

PASTURE GRASS SEED MIXTURE,

Apply to
C. & A. SHARPE,

Seed Establishment, GUELPH, ONT.

dd-1

ens in a reasonably short time.

ing a good, healthy action of the general system.

Ask your storekeeper for it.

It is ‘Tonic and Stomachic.
Tt will bring out your Horses and C'attle in Spring in

ed by hundreds that have used it to give satisfaction.

"DERBY CATTLE FOOD

It supplies that nourishment for winter

A Collar box contains 300 feeds.

©—300 Illustrations, only 2 cents.
JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y.

MITCHELL'S
PERFECTED CARROT.

The accompanying cut is the trueshape
of my new Carrot. Yield the past sea-
gon 2,000 bushels per acre. Quality,
the very best, either for table or stock.

Algo a choice lot of my
New Canada

VIGTOR TOMATO,

and a quantity of

Select D nvers Onion Seed

to be sold at Wholesale Prices.

77 Price List of all hinds of Seeds,
Plants, &c., FREE.

S. . MITCHELL,

Market Gardener, Seed Grower & Florist,
dd ST. MARYS, ONT.

Don't

Toronto, Ontario.
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Improved Union Churns.

(Pat. 1876.)

1st Prize at Hamilton, Provincial Exhibition, 1876.
1st Prize at London, Western Fair, 1876.
18t Prize at Guelph, Central Fair, 1876,

The above Churn forwarded to any reliable farmer in On
tario on thred-weeks' trial. Satisfaction guaranteed, or no
sale. Sendfor Catalogue and Price List. Agents wanted in
every county in Canada.

McMURRAY & FULLER,
DBt 31 Front St. East, TORONTO.

55 [ 7 % Week to Agents. $10 Qutfit Free.—
- P. O. VICKERY, Augusta, Maine. di-12

We offer for:Spri
stock in the U.

Fruit Trees, Standard and Dwarf.

Ornamentat Trees & Slirnbs, deciduous and evergreen

Roses a specialty—all the finest sorts. .

Green & Hot fWouse Plants, including best Novelties,

customers, free, to others on receipt of stamps as follows
No. 1. Fruits, with colored plate, 15c.; plain, 10c.
No. 2. Ornamental Trees, colored plate, 25¢.; plain, 15c.
No. 3. Greenhouse, Free. No. 4, Wholesale, Free..
No. 5. Listof New Roses, Free.
g7 Small parcels forwarded by mail when desired.
Address,

ELLWA“GER & BARR‘ Rochester, N. Y.

My annual Catalogue of Vegetable and Flower Seed
for 1877 will be ready by January, and sent free to
all who apply. Customers of last season need not
write for it. I offer one of the largest collections of
vegetable seed ever sent out by any seed house in
America, a large portion of which were grown on my
six seed farms. Printed directions for cultivation
on every package. Al seed sold from my establish-
ment warranted to be both fresh and true to name;
80 far, that should it prove otherwise, I will refill the
order gratis. As the original introducer of the
Hubbard and Marblehead Squashes, the Marblehead
Cabbages, and a score of other new vegetables, I
invite the patronage of all who are anxious to have
their seed fresh, true, and of the very best strain.
New Vegetables a speciality,

JAMES J. H. GREGORY, Marblehead, Mass.

HEATH & FINNEVORE,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

SEED MERCHANTS.

Sole Agents for

McMaster & Hodgson’s Celebrated
Liquid Annatto Renmnets.

ScALE BoarDps, CHEESE BANDAGES, AND
ALL OrHER CHEESE Facrory REQUI-
sITES CONSTANTLY ON HAND,

KING ST., MARKET SQUARE

ONTARIO.
=t

LONDON, . -

Deseriptfve and Tlustrated priced Catalogues sent prepaid to

TO COLORBUTTER

) Every Dairyman should use

Wells, Richardson & Co.’s

PERFECTED BUTTER COLOR

It adds five cents per pound tothe value,
It gives a pure rich dandelion color.
Tt imparts no taste or smell.
It is as harmless as salt.
It is better than Carrots.
1t is better than Annatto.
Tt is better than any other coloring,
Foreign or domestic, liquid or solid.

455 A sample sufficient to color fifty pounds of butter will
be sent to any addreds, postpaid, on receipt of ten cents.
Every dairyman who wishes to realize the highest price should
give it a trial NOW.

£7F An energetic man wanted t0 act as agent in every town.
Liberal terms to the right man. For terms and territory,
address at once— EILLS, RICHARDSON & Co.,

de-2 Burlington, Vermont.

General Land Office,

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.

Farms, improved and unimproved ; Half Breed Scrip, 160
acres each ; Allotments of Half Breed Minors, 240 acres each,
those of age only, 4 of the whole ; Winnipeg City Property,
&e., &c., bought and sold. Investments procured and man-
aged ; Businees Transacted with the Dominion Land Office ;
Taxes Paid and Property Managed for Absentees. Inform-
ation respecting Investments, Locations and Values given,and

"g g: 1877, the largest and most complet | o)) ¢he departments of a General Land Office attended to.

A. W. BURROWS, Main St., Winnipeg.

P. §.—All communications requiring answers must enclose
post. ge stamp. de-tf

: Manitoba.

Half-breed lands, near reilroads and city
bought for investors or settlers at from 30 to 52
cents. INVESTMENTS made on undoubted real
estate security at 12 per cent. Send one stamp
for circular, and eight for map.

ARCHIBALD YOUNG,

dh-tf 37 Colborne street, Toronto.
SALT! SALTI
BALT FOR

AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES
can be obtained in car lots from
GRAY, YOUNG & SPAULDING,
de-3 Salt Works, Seaforth P. O.

- '”/4_," :\
7. LAWN
¥ Screens. Wino BREAKS. Y

Catalogue and Price List, Free, on appllcatlon.:(

As sample of prices, we quote, Norway Spruce,
lonce to three times transplanted. 20 to 30 inches,not
{)runed, each 15c., 10 for $1.00, 100 for $8.00. Same, 3
o 4 ft., each 20c., 10 for $1.50, 100 for $12.00. Same,
runed stocky, 2 to 2% ft., each 25c., 10 for $2.00,100
or $15.00. Same, 4 ff., fine specimens, each 40c., 10
for $3.00, 100 for $25.00. Arborvits American

4 to 6 inches, 10 for 3ic., 100 for §2.50. Same,6 to )
inches, 10 for 50c., 100 for §4.00. Same, 3 ft.,each 30c.,
10 for !&.50, 100 for $20.00. All sizes of this and spruce
as per trade list. The new splendid Arborvitme
Pyramidalis, hardy as an oak, erect as a juniper,
ust the thing for lawns and cemeteries, 12 to 15
nches, each 25¢., 10 for $2.00. Same, 2 ft., very fine,
each 50c., 10 for $4.00. Over 60 varieties of i“ver-
greens. Largest and best stock in America.
Extra fine 1ot of Kilmarnock Weeping Wil-
1ow, each 60c., 10 for $5.00. Beautiful Cut Leaved
Weeping Birch, each §1.00. Osage Orange,
half a million, 1 yr., $2.00, 2 yrs., $2.50, per M. Splen-
didly-rooted Concord Vines, each 10c., 10 for 40c.

100 for $3.00. Martha, hardiest white, great bearer,
each 15¢., 10 for ﬁmo. 100 for $10.00. Agawam (Rog-
ers, No. 15), each 20c,, 10 for $1.50, 100 for §12.00. "50
other sorts, cheap. 500,000 fruit trees, 500,000 green -
house plants.

KRTORRS, HARRISON & CO., Painesville, Lake Co.0*

vitoa

ROYAL
Agrienltural Soclety

ENGLAND.

‘GREAT SHOW AT LIVERPOOL

July 11th to 16th, 1877,

SPECIAL GOLD MEDAL offered for an efficient SHEAF-
BINDER.

TEN SILVER MEDALS for NEW AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.
PRIZES for horses, cattle, sheep, pigs, butter, cheese,
bacon and hams, amounting to upwards of £6,000.

All Open to General Competition.

DETAILED LISTS OF PRIZES obtainable at the offices of
the Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Company.

FORMS OF ENTRY may be obtained on written applica-
tion to H. M. JENKINs, Esq., 12 Hanover Square, London,

England.

LAST DAY OF ENTRY for implements, May 1st, for stock

and provisions, JuNe 1st—botb in London, to H. M. Jenkins,
as above.
Only one entry can be made on each form, and applicants
for forms must state the breed of animal or nature of proposed
exhibit, and the number of animals, &c , in each class which
they wish to enter.

THOMAS RIGBY, Secretary,

Liverpool Local Executive Committee,
Townhall, Liverpool, 24th February, 1877. de-tt

HAMILTON AGRICULTURAL WORKS!

Awarded the only International Prize Meda!, and also Silver
Medal at the Centennial, given to Canada for
Mowers and Reapers.

“IRON-CLAD ” MOWER. .
Warranted First-Class. Has no superior in the World

7 P ¢ .
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CANADIAN HARVESTER.

Adapted to all kinds and conditions of grain. TiguT DRAFT

ApJusTABLE TRACK, instantly adapted to LODGED GRAIN.
Guaranteed as represented, or money refunded.

“GRAIN-SAVER 7 THRESHER,
Warranted Superior to any in the Market.

&7 Send for Illustrated Catalogue. Address—

L. D. SAWYER & CO., Hamilton, Ont.

" YOU WANT A “LADY”

to make you happy ! The ¢ LADY’’ is the finest large,
extra earlyW HITE GRAPE known. Ripens middle of August.
Hardy, healthy, productive and everywhere reliabe. Nine
years tested, and approved by the best horticulturists in the
Union, Strong one year plants, £1 50 single ; $16 dz.; $100
per 100. 2-years plants, $2 single ; $20 doz.; $160 per 100,ypre-
paid, by mail or'express. Circulars and price-list of 6 Var-
ities of Grapes free. :
de-2 GEO. W. CAMPBELL, Delaware, Obio
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