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. Yoeur Cowntran have entered upon the daty -
assigied to them, fully convinced that at nojtime have -

. . R . . .
the affuirs of these Provinces becn placed in a condi-
tion demanding a more calm and deliberate considera-

- tion at the hauds of the Representatives of the people, -

than at thi§ moment.; and that a period "has arrived |

wheu it is especiully incombent on them to address
our Gracions Sovereign in terms of the most dutiful,

" yet earnest entreaty; to conéi(}ér the canses which

have led to the recent unnatural revolt in this portion

“of ‘lker Majesty’s Ddomin‘ons; the evils| that have
resulted from it ; and the measures necegsary to guard
‘and protect us from thé recurretice of a like calamity. -

‘Before cntering dpon an investigation of these
deeply important questions, it may be of] advantage,
and assist in elucidating the inquiry, to take a-short

“

review of the political history of these Provinces since

they became a part of the Dominions of the British
Crown. \

. At thetime of the Conquest of Canada, in 1758,
the population of the whole Territory, now" constita-
_ting the Provinces of Uppet and Lower Canada, was

Aesgggq_m_;\bom;ﬁal)% souls. These were gov-
. erned by ah antignated and. almost unintelligible sys-

tem of laws, administered by a Goversior, unrestrained
by any authority within the Province ; and they might,
therefore, be regarded as being completely dependent,

for the possession of their Civil liberty, upon the caprice

ordictatorship of a Military despot:

" 'The cession’of the country to the-British Crown, -

was followed by an immediate amelioration of* the

- political condition of the people, and the improvement

" of their laws and, Govérnment : tliey were rescued,
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with: the least possible delay, from that state of vas--
salage in which they lived, while undex the dominion
of France, and were secured gradually, byt effectually,
in all the privileges and immunities of British Subjects.
The uninterrupted exercise of their religion had been
confirmed to them by the terms of the Capitulation ;

- and in the Roysl Proclamation issued on the 7th Octo-

~

ber, 1763, power was given to the Governor, with the
advice of a Council appointed by the Crown, ¢ ta erect
¢ and constitute Courts of Judicature and Publi¢ Jus-
“ tice within the Colony, for the hearing and deter--
“ mining of causes, as well Criminal as Civil, accord-
“ ing to law and equity, and as near as may be agree-
“ able to the laws of England : with- liberty to all
¢ persons ‘who might think themselycs aggrieved by
« the sentence of such Courts, in all Civil causes, to
« appeal under the usnal.limitations and restrictions,.
“ to the King in- his Privy Council.” The authority
thus given to the Governor was to cease, s0 soon as
the circumstances of the Colony would admit of a

. General Assembly being called and constituted, as in
".+other Colonies. - A

.'The authority thus placed in the hands of British- -
Governors, was exercised by a succession of the most
able and upright men, from the time the Proclamation

‘was promulgated, until the year 1774, when it was

deemed advisable more ‘nearly to sppromionaia the
system of Legislation m the.Colony to that of the

-Mother Country ; and a¢cordingly an Act was passed,

which after, among other things, confirming to the -
inhabitants professing the religion of the Church of

" Rome, the free exercise-of _their religion, and con- .

tirging the Criminal law of ' England, provided for
the appointment of a Council, to be composed of not .
more than twenty-three, nor less than seventeen, of .

_ the residents -of the Province, who were autherised

{under certain restrictions relating to the levying of -

»
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- taxes and rcligious- questions,) to. legislate for the
" peace, welfare and good government of the Colony,
This Act was avowedly p‘aséed, as a preliminary
measure, to the introduction ofjthe representative form -

- of Government, promised by the: Proclamation of

1763; and accordingly, in the year 1791, the Act which
~divided the then Province of Quebce, into the, Provin-
ces of Upper and Lower Canada, and conferred on
each the. Constitution under which they have since -
been governed, was passed. R :

- This Constitution, modelled on that of Great

. Britain, and containing all the clements necessary for

i the most perfect security and enjoyment of Civil and -

Religious Liberty, has enabled these Provinces to '~
- advance in wealth and general prosperity, to an extent

almost without example in any other.country; and .
¢ from the time of its adoption until within.the last few"

' years, was regarded in Lower Canada, as it has always
been in the Upper.Province, as the noblest monument
of love of liberty, and- gencrous policy, ever exbibited
by a nation‘}dwards any of its Colonies. . Lo

The propriety of -the division of the Province, -

was much questioned at the time it was made; and p‘
“is even now thought by many, to have been one of the
‘causes of the évils under which the country is suffer-- -
ing. Itisbut justice however to state, that in this Act, -
as in every. other, the British Government was influ-. -
enced by a desire to consult and advance the social
and domestic happiness of the people, as well as to.

- promote their general prosperity. . Upper Canada was
‘settled by U. E. Loyalists, who were of the Protestant

. religion, and were accust@®ned to be governed accor--

~ ding to the laws of England. . Lower Canada; onthe:
contrary, was chiefly peopled by Roman Catholies,.
who preferred continuing under. the Legal Tribunals
that existed at the time of the Conquest ; and the line
of division \wds so drawn, as to separate these two
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- classes of people, and leave them unembarrassed by
conflicts ‘arising from difference in their Civil.and
- Religions institations, - At the time.the Act last
+ referred to was past (1791,) the population of Lower
- Canada did ‘not, exceed 150,000 : it cannot now be
- estimated at less than 600,000.  Upper Canada con-
tained Jittle more than 10,000 sonls ; ‘they may now
be numbered at 450,000, * The commesce and- agri-
- cnltare of-both Provinces have kept pace with this vast
- _increase in their population ; and the British Nation
“has extended protection to them with that liberal and
generous spirt, for which our Parent State has cver
been “distinguished—added to which, we are blessed.
with a- fertile soil and healthy: climate, and a country
- abounding generally in nataral ddvantages, not excel-
led by wiiy otlier portion of the globe. And all these
blessings are enjoyed without taxation—that deserves
the name of a burthen—and which, trifling as it is, is -
applied. exclusively to- the necessary snpport of the '
Government, and the improvement of internal commu-
‘nication : and lastly, we are protected from foreign
. --invasion, without cost, by the fleets.and armies. of the’
-« United Kingdom. S e
.. Amidst-these blessings, visible as they are'toall
~the world, the Canadas have recently exhibited the
- degrading and gnilty spectacle, of being in open-
- rebellion against the noble and genecrous power to
- which-they ‘are indebted for the enjoyment of ‘them. ..
Your Commitiee will enter into no discussion of the
- possible circumstances, arising from a long eourse of -
. Injustice-or tyranny, that may excuge ‘or justify a peo-
.~ ple in throwing off their allegiance to their Sovereign ;.
. they thinks this the Jess necessary, because they at =
onge assert, that the condition of the Canadas presents . -
‘1o single point-on which to build an argament favour-. ..
A J

able to such a position. They were as éxempt fromy

_tyranny, and as free from oppression on the part of
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i their: Government, as it is possible to suppose any
£ - people to bé, who are subject to' the salutary control
f laws of their own choice; 4nd administered in their = .
~-utmost purity by Judges, above the suspicion of unfair
.~ orimproper biag.” . .~ -~ ' R B
_Nejher can your Committee ascribe the conduct
of the disaffécted to that impatience natural to man, . *
. to befreed evenfrory nominal dependence on an higher |
_power, although that dependence be'evidently to his™
advantage-—Your Committee have no hesitation.in
stating, that in Lower Canada the rebellion proceeded " -
from an inveterate liatred of British rulé and British
;. connection, -on" the part of the Canadians of French
.. origin, to which class disaffection is, in that Province,

- exclusively confined. | PR
* ... Tu Upper Canada the riot or insurrection, (it de-
© serves not the name of rebellion;) confined to less than
- 1,000, .out of 450,000 inhahjtants, proceeded from a .
heedless preference forthe ‘democratic institutions of -

. the” neighbouring Republic, on the part of a. small
¢ number of worthless men,  chiefly of broken fortune, < "
who had contrived by:the most gross and detestable =
system of falsehood and misrepresentation, to.delude . -
a few hundreds of the most ignorant and credulous of
the people, to unite with them in the criminal attempt '
' to-seize upon the Seat of Government and the Public.

Offices, and to subvert the Constitation. -~ . .

2" Yout Committee will-now direct the attention of - .
. your Honorable House to. the .gradual developement
- of the fecling 'of.hatred towards the British- Nation, -
on.the part .of. the Lower Canadians of French de- -
© scent-—thé medsures of the Jeaders of the disaffected”
- paity, having in-view:the destruction of the Constifu- .. +
“tional. power-of the Crown, and separatiorifrom Great' .

a

' the imstak
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© 1At the ¢onclusion’ d im lnte war with the United

- States of America, theséProvinces began to.attract a

larger share of the aitention of the "people of: the -

~ United Kingdom than_they had previously enjoyed,

and many persons of wealth, as'well as great numbers
ﬁ.., of Agriculturists and Mechanics resorted to %, ns a .

country affording favorable opportunities of investing’
their capital, and establishing theit families'in inde-
pendence and comfort; and from emigration alone,
gince the year 1820, .

. 'This influx of our fellow Subj

and views of those of French descent. - The former

saw in it the most certain security for the maintenance -

of the connection with the Mother Country, while they

experienced in common with dll others the immense

advantages arising from ‘incréied commerce and

neral wealth, as ‘well as improvement in the con-

ition of society, and-'social comfort' and happiness.
“The latter at once discovered that nnlegs they ‘conld

check immigration from the. British Isles, or at all

- évents ‘obtain such an ascendancy over ‘the Govern-

t
+

ment gs would place it in a state of dependence upon
the House of Assembly, ‘before ‘they were outnum-
bered by the « Foreigiiers,” as they termed the English, .
Irish and Scotch settlers, their hopes of independence -

o Py ! -

" would be frustrated. '

** With this view the leading Members of the Assem-.

1

the Canadas have more than'doubled their population

_ x of our Subjects was in the
higliest degree satisfactory to the inhabitants of Britigh
‘origin, but most distasteful and repugnant to the'wishes -

Tt A e A

bly of French descent, (those of English origin who-at- ' '

the time united with thém did not probably urderstand
.- theirtrme motives)~demanded: the surrender on the
part-of the Crown,.of the revenues raised under ‘the -

- Beitish Act /14 Geo. 3. chap. 38, and..which by.the

terms of that Jaw:were to-be applied:to the support-of -
the Civil Governmert of .bpgh?mnces:‘;ipden ‘the. .

S~
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~ direction of the Lords of the Treasury, and which,
though inadequate to the pur{)ose‘atuthé time, it was
‘probably foreseen, ‘when added to other sources of
reveuue at the disposal of the Cropn, would in the

- course of a few years amount to'a sum equal to the

- payment of the salaries of the Governor; Judges and
othier Public Officers, and thus rendcr the Government
" independent of any vote of supply. . . .. ¥
. The contest began by representations to the Home -
. Government on the unconstitutionality of any portion -
¢ of the public revénues heing disposed of by any other /-
authority, then the Representatives of the people ; ssmety /7y
‘o reductions in the estimates for the support of the /
Civil Government, by sending -the supply bills to the
. other branches of the Legislature, drawn in such form
~-a8 to prevent their adeption ; and firally, by refusing =~

" to grant & supply onany terms. © . .
- ' This course of conduct-pursned by the House of

Assembly, as might be expected, led to disagreement. " .

; _with the other branches of the Government ; and with--
¢ outentering into any detail of the various acts manifest-
" . itg a total disregard of the ordinary rules of courtesy

and decorum, -exhibited by the Assembly and their

. Speaket, in their.intérconrse with the Earl Dalhousie,. . .

then Governor General of British North America, your
. Committee will ‘proceed at ‘once to the consideration .
- of petitions:purporting to be signed by about 87,000 0f

the- inhabitants of Lower Canada, addressed .to' the - =

© -King, in the year 1828, and purporting to contain'all: -~ -

“and ”tfgé’~}l}lea§qgé§ contingent upon them.

-« ..» Upon; # reference to these petitions it.will be

- appareit, ‘that.their object and design| was to- gain:

concessions.hy which the. cﬁmitutiuﬁak ty. of

. the, Crown ‘wotild ‘be ‘weakened, and thé democratic
hened, . "¢ v ol L. o

power strengthened, .

T
t

.authority, of -,

the grongds of complaint ‘on the part of the Province;. L
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" Your. Committee will not prolong their report by .
+ the'examination of the particutar points which, in their -
‘opinion, justify this asscrtion, as the remarks they have
~ to offer on the-report of the Select Committee of the.
' "House of Commons, to-whom those petitions ‘were
- referted, and upon which the subsequent policy of the
" ‘Home Government ‘appears to have been based, will
“sufficiently prove its correetness, .
~ Before proceeding with their remarks, however, -
. 'your" Committee caniot withhold the ¢xpression of -
their regret, even at this distant'day, that the Colanial
. Minister should have felt it necessary to appeal to the -
"Hamie of Commons, for a Committee to'iuquire intp
. " the subjects complained of. It has been justly resy
_ 'arked, that theye are fow occasions where those who .-
»: administer-public affairs,.are justified in delegating to .
‘others the duties that belong-peculiarly to themselves,
and this was 4. case of all others unfitted, for such de-
legation. . The points in‘dispute weré such as involved -
the great principles of Colonial Governméiit, and the
temedy for the abuses complained of; if they really =
existed, were mostly within the power of the Crown, -
“and i no respect requiting the interference’ of Par-
. 'liament, and those that demandéd sich interference .
".- should have proceeded at oncefrom the Minister, and
" upon, Nis responsibility.” " 0 L o
"~ The evil of the course pursued is apparent from -
the fact, that a report- was drawn up, npon ex-parte state- -
ments, (and in selne-instances) gross-misrepresenta-
_tions, and contains’ recommendations  and’ opinions;
~ destractive-of the just’and-constitutional authority of ;"
" . the Crown, and themaintenance of an efficient adminis-
" tration of the Government. ' R R L
- '+ 'The conseduence; as might have been. foreseen,.. .
has been.to cripple such of our €olonial Ministers'as’
" have, since’ that -day, been desirous of maintaining-a- - -
. firm and consistent conse of policy, and: to afford-a.

B
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.pretext for others to pursue a ‘systemrwhich has'almost
annihilated the Governmeént, and gehich has encou-

" raged the eénemies of British snpremacy to- demand
‘concession after concession, with greater rapidity than
it seenis to have been practicable, or with a due regard
‘to appeardiees, proper to grant, until at length, unable
any longer to restrain their impatience; they have risen

- and attempted ‘to gain their, object by open rébellion.
.~ The most important recommendation of the Com-
mittee of the-Hounse of Commons was, that the receipt
and expenditare of the whole revenues of the Provinge,

> “including’ of course those derivable from the 14 Geo..

+ 3. chap. 88.'and by that Act applicdb!e"to",the\si;ip(fmrt',

* ofthe Civil Government of the Colony, should be .
.- placed under the snperintendence-and control “of the.
~ Honse of Assembly, atthe same time declaring that
. TRy (the Committee) were strongly’impressed with

. -the-adventage of rendering the Governor, the Mem- -
~ bers of the Executive Council, -and the Iudges, inde; .

. pendent of the annual votes of the House of Assembly,

; for their respective salariés.”. .'The Committee pro-

. -ceed to recommend that a:more indepéndent character -

should ‘be. given to the Legislative Councils in both-.__

the- Canadas—that the Judges, with the exception of

. the Chief Justice, should be excluded from them; and
that .all .the Judges should be exclnded from ‘the

Executive Conncil—they recommend thiat the Jesuits’ -

. -estates should be appropriated to purposes of eduea-

‘tion=they. charge the Government with-having ex~ «

.. pended £140,000, withont the consent of the:Repre- .~

¢ .Bentatives: of the people, and conclude théir report: °

.- with'a censure upon Lord:- Dalhousie, the ‘Goyérnor

. General,. whigh ‘censure isevidently fobnded on ez~ - -

* parte,and, & 10 other instances, most inaccurate infor- - 7 -

mation, %, 3 Te . e S0 ST
"o “Without discussing the propriety of some of the’

. recomiendations of ‘this’ celebrated - docament; ‘or.”

%

syt




-

pimig }z

evem donymcr that if camed into effect in particular

instances; thcy not-have been attended with
R beneﬁual effects, it is nevertheless apparent that every. .
one of them has a strong tendency to strengthen and -

'enconrao'e a democratic policy, and in o smgle in-

_ ‘stance can it be discovered, that the Committee felt

‘the least solicitude, for the preservation of those Mo-
" narchical principles which cobstitute 'so important a
,Peature in the. British Constitution. . Indeed, when

" your Committee refers to the names of the Members
of the House of Commons from- whom this report .

emenated, and the raajority of whom concurred in it,
(a bare majority as. it is generally beheved) they can-
not but feel surprise that it did not occurto them, that

. unless the Crown retained within its' hands the means .

of sustaining the' Government of a Colony, indepen-

- dently ‘of the annual vote of the local Legislature, sty
sach Colony became virtually independent ;' and: the
surprise i not a. little increased, when this salntary

power of the - Crown was to be surrendered tothe-

Assembly of'a conquered Colony, inhabited by people,

"a’ great majority of whom were of French descent,
speaking a foreign language, and govérned. by laW& -

_ differing from thow of Grest Britain.

. Whiatever opinions may be entertained of these h

pomts st is perfectly certain, that with the report in’
question commienced that course of policy, which has

in: io”small ‘degree’ ténded to bring about that lamen- -

‘table state of internal d.:xesentmn and revolt, which the

e loyal Subjects of Her Majesty.now so.deeply. deplore. .
.As was to be’ expected -the recommendatlons of
the Comrmtzee of the Honse of Commons, were:

. hailed as a: triumph, by that party.in: Lmr Canada,
__who'have since too. plainly proved their
- dighoyal mc:ples, and by them the report’ +vas
. aﬂﬁaréd ““an-imperi

Jf" -

orous’ afnd ]

hable* momrment of “hum&n ms- o
- - - -
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The British Parlisment and Ilis Majesty’s Minis--
* ters were'led to suppose, that if the concessions recom- -
mended were made, peace and coptentment wotild 4 -,
" prevaij throughoat the country, andthe Representa- 774
- tives pf the people, gratified to.the fullest extent of "~ =
- their Wishes, would cheerfully concur in all such mea-
" . suresjas were npecessary to maintain the Government
.. of th¢ Colony, and perpetuaﬁe"the.éonnectipn with the
Motler Country. . ° - R
' Qonfiding in these delusive promises, the Colonial
- Mipister began by surrendering up to the control of
the House of Assembly, the funds out of which the
. King had bitherto been enabled to pay the Governor, =
the Judges and other Officers, without whose services - =~ -
_ the _,ovefn‘ment'ofthe‘Counirycoulduoibevconductec[; o
' and this measure was sanctioned by Parliament, under -. . i
e/ vain expectation, that the Assembly would hon- -3
dbly redeem the implied.pledge, that they would. . !
jmselves’ make " the necessary provision., "Such, !
§

. ‘:‘,h;&.,‘,, et ann b e S8 e

- however, wass not, atid probably never had beer, the
; - injention of |the majority of the Assembly: the mo- -
~-ment they bpd ‘attained “so important 4 concession, .
which. rendered the Sovereign a. supplicaiit to the - - L
jegislature ¢f one His Colonies, and that a conquered .. !
. 'Golony, for the means of carrying on His Goveroment - -
- Within its linits] they felt the advantage they had .
- gaived,.and they resolved to avail themselves of it. . .
. [+ Uninflugnced by the neble and prompt. exatiple .
s« pf the Representatives of the loyal people.of Upper
- -Canada; who patriotically.-and wisely secured:thie
' independence of the Judges,and the upright discharge
;of ‘the .duties. . of the. Governor,” Executive’ Council- .-
“lors and other high Officers of the Government, by
. voting thewm) reasonable and permanent salaries, the . -
. Assembly of| Lower Catiada refused to voté a shilling. -
/a8, gupply/ for these: objests, and the Judges and

. B .
N et B - o e
c- T o ' ot PUIA
T e e Taaw mal - o g .
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yea;rs past exhlblted the degrading spectacle of bemg
compelled to borrow, and incur debts for: the ordinary

‘ and- necessarywupport-of their families. .~ .

Notwithstanding this vicious and.’ ubgenerous

- course of conduct, the- recommendations of the Com-

mittee of the House of Cgmmons continued to be:
acted upon : * The Chief Justice was removed from

“the Executive Cogncils in both Provinces—the Judges,
by aquestionable ‘exercise of.the Royal influence,

were mduced to absent -themsélves from the Legisla-

_'tive Council in Lowet’ Canadd—the Jesuits’ Estates,

the property of the: Crown, were generally given up—
new Members were added to the Leg;slative Counct
to render it more zndependmt, chiefly taken . from

‘among that class of persons most distinguished for
their opposition to the Government while Members of”-
_the lower House—and the noble minded and patriotic
‘Earl of Delhousie, was recalled. T

Havmfr thus gained all the advantaves pramlsed
by the repart of the Committee of the Pouse of Com-
mons, -the ;Assembly ‘turned ‘their attention, to new,

subjects of complaint, and encreased efforts to annihi-
late British influcrice—they erected. themselves into
. an' inquisitorial tribunal for the trial of such'Officers of -

. . ‘ g‘
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the Gévernment. as- they. desited -to. ~deprive of their .

muatmns, and succeedéd, by a system of attack’ un-

ful, and most tespeetab{e servants: of the Crowri—and

- to render their eagetness to retard ‘and discountenance

thé encrease of populatlon from the British Tsles more -
Jagpamut and effectual, ‘a’capitation tax was imposed
_on all emigrants-from Great Britain andTreland,-and -

" from, thence only,-on Ianthng at Quebec—and strong

o B R o Lo R
. - - . B i t ’

_heard of in any other British Colony, to induce the
ngsGﬁvemme;nt to-dismiss from office,” aud .remove :
from various situations; séveral of the eldest, most faith- -

- “efforts were made (hitherto unsuccessfil) to indrce .
the Hume &&vemment tq amml the egreement Wﬂh the’
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., ' Bntish America Laud Company, which had been
i, sestablished for the settlement of emigrants from the
. United Kingdom, on lands lying waste and oseless in .
- the most fertile part of the Province—they exerted
... themselvés to procure the repeal of the Act passed
* by the Imiperial Parliament, authorisibg persons hold-
ing lands under the aucient Feundal Tenure, to change
. their titles to the British ‘Y'enargof Free and Cou-
" mon Soccage—and iu the most-arbitrary and uncon-
| stitational manner, they from time to tupe expelled
. Members .of British descent from their body,. and
" ‘'maintained in their seats, those of French origin, who
. had been elected in the most palpablyillegal manner—
- and lastly : the Assembly demanded that the Consti- .
- tution of the Province should be so' altered, as to .
admit of the election of the Members of the Legislative
- Council by the people : and ultimately declared their
" determihation no longer to act’in’concert with the
. etherbranches of the Government, unless this demand -
. wag-complied withi. ' I ’

.. Had thig point been conceded,—and from the"
... facility 'with which their previous demands bad been
_granted, the Assembly had reasonable ground3 to sup-
- pose it would be yielded to them,—the last vestige of
- British SBupremacy would as'a matter.of course have .
.- been annihilated. . _ S
- Happily however the British-Minister did not.pes- -
- - sess the power of making this concession.withont the
.. authority of Parliament, and in that august assembly
it was-met likely to meet with much’countenance. *
“% L "Phetime however had arrived when it wasindis-
- pensably necessary, either:to; abandon the Colony.to -
-7 .a-state of -anarchy; or adopt rheasiwes to prevent the = - -
Gwemmem?ﬁ-am fallingto. pieces :-and accordingly, - - .

L AN

-« certain resolutions were proposed by oneof theKing's -
.~ Mimisters, and.ddopted by the Lords and Commons - .~
of :the United Kingdoui, containing a-timid pledge




- salutary -effects.
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"ot to éxtén‘&gihe“ele{:‘tive; principle to-the Eegislative
“Council, and proposing the payment of the Judges -

. .and other public functionaries, the arredrs of their
unjustly and long-withheld -salaries~—they further

proposed certain changes in the system of adminis- -

- tering the' Government ‘in both Provinces, which the
authors doubtless . bélieved would be produetive of

" The leader’s.f the_revolutionary faction: ha’v“ing
‘thus for the first time met an apparently decided refusal
- of their demands, determined, in an evil hour to them-
.gelves, but. as every loyal man hopes and believes,
“auspicious to the future welfare of these Provinces,

on revolt—they earried their design into execution— -

were overthrown—and, as we earnestly pray; for ever
crushed. . * ... . -
Your Committee believe, ‘that the history they

liave thus given will sufficiently prove, that the impell- .

ing motive to rebellion on the part ofsthe Lower .

Canadians, as they (the Committee) have asserted in
a previous part of this Report, was ¢ Hatred to British

" Rule ‘They were not oppressed—they had never .:

i

‘been oppressed, or denied a single. right that British . -

~ Subjects could justly claim—they were prosperous,

and they might have been happy ; it is due to truth
further to remark, that disaffection was confined, with

. exceptions so few as not tc deserve notice, to Cana-~

- dians of French descent—and that it was put down

by soldiersand citizens of British and Irish origin, -

and by them only. . .
=" Your Committee would here gladly close their
observations on the revolt in Lower Canada, and the.
- canses which led-te it, but the due performence of &

' ‘solemn duty requires that they shonld -not omit notice -

“of thé unwise- measures that; for a sefies of years,

_marked the policy of the British Ministry towards that -

, Colony ; and-which, in" the opinion ‘of almost every
R R B CoL B :»,‘ '

.
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koneat and mteﬂx cent man in these l’mvmtes, greatlx
encoumged the disaflected 1 their hope of throwmg
Gﬁ’ British connectiou.

"The concessions made in purshance of the rm.omo :
menéanons of the Committee of the House of Com~- . °

‘mons;- have been.noticed ; and the dismissals from
- office of porsons accused by the popular branch of the

Leglsiature, and against whom the Executive of the .
" Province had preferred no chargo—-—-and whose im-~
peachmeu! was known to be in oppoamon to its wishes -

-—-h&ve been alrcady adverted to.’
Tu consequence of the first, the powerand eﬁclency

of the Government was destroyed andthe effect of the -

second, was to alarm every public servant,and to cause
him to fear that he might  be dismi\ged and dishon-
oured, through the false represen

seemed to be considered necessary, upon almost all
, occasions, to shew a deference to. the wishes of the
d}sioya! faction, and a total disregard to the clmms

. and’ repregentanﬂns of the well-affected. - .
"© The.Earl of Dathousie, a. Nobleman’ pecuﬁaﬂy’ "

. suitéd. by his. talents and firmness of -character, to
adiinister the Governmem, and endeared to the

8. of. mahgnant :
and irresponsible accusers. But this-was not all : it -

" Britishportion of the community by his many generous =

- atts,’and estimable- qualities, was recalled at & mo-
~ment when' hie was resolutely upholding the consti-
: tational. prerogatives-of _the Crown; and v:gorousiy

; m&mtammg fhe authority of the laws.

~His -successor, Sir James Kempt, was: lzhe ﬁa'at |

G&Vemor Genersl who was ‘directed t¢ -fall.in- with - ’
“the-views of the deminant. fmctwn, -and endesvont to

‘conciliate the disafiscted. - He commenced his Gov- -
< ernuient:by thanking: the Assemhly for, and declaring .

‘bis-high ‘satisfaction. at:receiving an-Addveéss. from .
et which ‘o ann@enmmdmnst
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- attack dpon his noble Predecessor. His adiministra-
" tioni‘was, nevertheléss, an entire failure ; and he had
- sagacity -enough to resign the Government at the
moiment when men of -all parties. were ready te con-
- demu his measures. o o
_ Lord Ayliner fullowed, and never did a Governor
- maore assidoously labour tv-"gain the applause of -the
“anti-British party than his Lordship ¢id, for the first
2 two years of his'administration. No single request .
" was ‘made of him by the Assembly, that he did - not
. grant, and in not a few instances he yielded to
demands that deeply compromised the constitutional
_rights of the Crown, and the justice due to individuals:
" Hec sospended from office the able and efficient At-
-torney General e Province, upon eharges, the
~ truth of which'hee¢ never been established (although
. his dismissal was - afterwards confirmed by Lord
" Goderich)—he rendered the Legislative Council
. % more’independent,” by placing in it some of the
mostviclent and ungenerous opponents of the Govern-
ment—aund at'the verytime when the Assembly were
fatiously  withholding "~ from the Judges and other
pablic Officers of the Crown, the salaries aid allow-
fowarces to which they were justlyand constitutionally
entitled; - and for want of which some of them had
- been redueed to poverty and want, His Lordship ad-
vanced them money without legal anthority, from the
. . ‘public funds, to enable-tliem to pension ‘Members of
the British- Parliament, to use their influence in ob-
thining concessions from the Hnperial Government,
that 'wonld when granted, assist them in accotiiplish- -
ing-their tevolutionary desigus. At a subsequent
'~ Session, His Lovdship had the temerity to #sk the
- Assembly for a bill ihdemnifyiig him for having ad-
_ - vanced:money in-compliance with their Address 'only,
" and to pretect frim from the personal Hability hehad -
in -consequence incurred: and be declined making .

i .
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" any farther advance until an Act was passed to that -

- effeet. "This was ‘deemed a viclent. breach of the

" eonstitutional rights and privileges of the House, and
forthwith Nixnery-Two Resolutions were fulminated
~~imperching His Lordship ef -higl. crimes and mis-
demeandurs—denouncing the British:Government as
arbitrary and oppressive-—threatening salelion—and

. containing matter altogether so grossly treasonable

- and seditious, ' that every. Subject of the Crown, who
respected the ‘ancient “institutions of the Realm, and
desired to see the Constitution of the Country main-

" tained;, was led.to expeet, that if the authors were
not.«.thefwise punished, a dissolution-of the Assembly
would take place, if for no other reason than to prove, -
‘that the King’s Government was sensible “of the .
indignity that had been offered it. . Far different how-
‘ever was the result. His Lordship was reecalled froin
his ‘Government, and the aothor of-the resolutions
teferred to, Lwas elevated by his” Successor to a seat
on the Bench of the Superior Court of the Proviuce,

. biord Gosford’s administration now commenced:
and®with him & a8%0ciated two gentlemen as Com- -
missioners, appuinted to inquire into, and repertupon,
the state of the Provinee, and the grievances upder
which its inhabitants were reputed to be suffering. - His .
Lordsbip’s -instructions were, to adoptthe most con-

" .. ciliatory policy towards the people of the Country ; this.
was doneby shewing open faver aud partiality o the, * -
known leade:s of disaffection, gach as the promotion

.of Mr. Bedaid (sbove alladed to) to the Bonch, and
. of Mr. Debartehz 1o the Executive- ‘Council, and -:
_ manifestisg a distrust and want'of confidence in those, ~ i
-.-Who in the duy-of peril, bave cast aside therecollec-
" fion: of .their wrongs—have fushérd.to the snppartof
. -their Sovereigu—aad baye proved, that jn the boge 6f -
need, tothens onlycan ter MajestyTook for the pre- -
. servatien of this. poction of Her Dominions, as.an -
- sppéndage of Her Crown., . .- - 7 .. = .7

TR
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| " 'The first act.of the Assembly upon being called,
 together by Lord Gosford, was to offer an ‘inult. to
our late Gracious and good King, by denying His
 right to appoint Commissioners 1o inquire. into, the
- state of affuirs in the Province, (one-of His cconqtiered
Colonigs) aggd gbntemptuously rejecting an Act, which
was designeild and intended for its.especial benefit,.
Notwithstanding this, (and without requiring agy-bill. |
- of indemnity ‘for. Lord Aylmer) the new Governgr -
General .in obédience to his. instructions, and in pur- -
* suatice of his: conciliatory_ policy, « cheerfully” ad-
~-vanced upwards of, £20,000 of the public revenues,
otr the sole. Address, of the' Assembly, and in defiance
of the solemn. protest of the Legislative Council, %0
‘enable the former body to pay the drrears of ' salary -
due to Mr. Roghuck of the Imperial Parliament, and -
to continue his allowance as-an, Agent; and to reward
his exertions in forwarding’ their reyolutionary designs.

. Having been thus far triumphant in all their con-
flicts with. the Governors of the Colony, and having
been led to believe, that they would .nltimately sues.
ceed in thieir attempt to coerce the Hagie Government’

into granting the next great object for-which they
' were-contending, viz: the subjection of the Legisla-
tive Council. to" the’ populat will, contrplled as the

latter was, by the same influence thathad rendered
the-Assembly a mere revolutionary club; they declar-

ed, as has been already stated, that they would pro-.
ceed no further with public business until this demand
was complied with. ~ -~ .- " e
.| Your Committee will -here close their-observa-

- tions “on-the .political ‘history of Lower Canada,. as -

- -distinct fronribatof'the Upper Province, and will now
. offer .some few remarks on the-progress of the latter,

- to' that'state of . prosperity ‘and contentwent in- which -
it was' peacefully reposing, -and-which it would hiave”

tontinued to enjoy, but for-the unastural and wicked . -

o
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- revolt that broke out in Lower Citnada—-proéeeding

- as it did, from' causes that your Committee have

. detailed..

. 'The advancement, of Upper Canada in popula--
. tion and wealth, -from: the time of the division of the

'Province of Quebee into: Upper and Lower Canada,

in 1791, has already been alluded to; and it is perhaps

not-too much to say, that from that time to the present;

1+

‘no Country in the world has presented a more indus.
triously disposed or devotedly loyal people, than;we‘rq .

. to be foand within its limits,.. - . e
. Ttis of course true, that in the excitement ipci-
dent to all conflicts of domestic political parties, disa-
and'among the electors and people generally, that
hiave. led to refetences to the Home Government for

d-wrongs, and which have been

greements hévé"occur;ed in the Hoase of Assembly, -

_the redress of alled

. seized ‘upon by the adverse parties, as grounds’ for

. dny such state

imputing'to the people, general discontent and dissatig-

-

be sufficient-evidence of the w S n
in ment, to refer to the" history of past

faction with their Govertiment, * Tt wapld” probably

"

x

ant of just groands for

» Hounses of* Assembly, and-the' result of the different = .

lections. *This wonld shew, that since the time our

gggeals that have heen made to the
Ll ::t

. ‘administration‘of ‘the deré‘t‘mr‘iéht';df‘*tbié Proviuce, in.

1792, to the pfesent tite; a period of 45 years, there . \‘
bave been but two Houses of Asseinbly retarnied; who

' can be ‘said to" have, taken

- views' .of the nment; “edch ‘of which was" suc-

- céeded 5‘5?:**1&a=;eié¢tf¢iﬁ:ﬂ?%tﬁiiidr?gk‘msi@fﬁr%@?’:femw ore-
sentatives. of ‘a’ different: political “churacter: ter; and' on’

- 0nly.one: occasion'. has:there been a i
-account o difforerices-with the local ‘ad
- and: when “feft to themselves. in.

“ [ P “ 7
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people at General

- firs G@t@é&ixﬁr@-’-—;f}éneml‘“*Simé‘"de_‘-’-jef‘g-’téred ‘uponthe 1

-8 cotrse hostile 16’ the =~ -

o "-\\3_) u 2 :a‘." ”“i
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. their .constitational” rights, they have ever proved

themsclves-able to-apply the neeéssary remedy to any.
attempt to oppress-or mislead them. Lo
- Witki respect to theloyalty ‘of the Inhabiiants of

Upper Canada, your-Commiitee will not insnlt the '
noble ‘pride ‘and exalted patriotism of . their fellows

subjects, by any sentence or word, that could imply in -
the most distant.degree, that there was a necessity for
defending it: they point'to their'descent—they point to

their deeds in a former war—and they point to their’
attitnde and bearing at this inoment of tened inva-"
‘sion'and revolt,—and they bid, their calomniaters,-be~

they in.the British Senate.or elsewhere, to point out the

stain’or reproach ‘that rests upon their fair fame, as
“loyal men and true” ‘to their Sovereign and their -

- Country." - If -in truth they' desired to. release them-

selves from their allegiance, by traitoronsly conspiring
against the aathority ‘of their Queen, whd‘t;‘prci;‘qﬁts‘ v’
their accomplishing their wishes?. 1tis not many days’

" 'since’there. were ' not fifty Soldiers -of ;the: regular .

Army iii the Provinee, and even now; when the usual

" Military force lias -retarned to our garrisens, there is—

no'man whowill  rot admit, that. the  qaestioh’ of"

" remaining a ‘dependency of the - British Crown' rests. .

eotirely Wwith omrselves.  That- question has' been

- answered :and, the -sincerity. of the. reply has Lven

. "pioved by more the 0,
" should’be.foremost iz aking up arms, and hazarding .

nore than 20,000 men; eagerly striving sho . -

T

“their lives ‘and. fortunes to maintain ' and’ perpetuate . -

' our-conneetinn with our Glorious Parenit State. AT

K} N

[ T however must not"be supposed, . that" Upper

' Canadians are without'. their causes . of complaint .

‘against thie Finpérial Governmeint: - Tho, fact, your— .,

- Comuliiee lament to'say, is-far osherwise.. '

felt; i common - with: théir  fellow-Subjects ovamslt -
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- Colany.. bé'gqns_equencgs of it-have been 1o render
- nugatory some of the great enterprises this Provipce .
. has enguged in, to.improve. its navigation, (especially
" that of the St. Lawrence,) to exiend its commerce and
- increase its revenue-; the dissensions that have solong .
' existed there, have alarmed gad prevented thousands '
of our fellow Subjects in ‘Great Britain and Ireland )
from.coming and settling among’ us: and our inter-
.course with the Mother Coyntry has beenn-imgrrqpted
- and obstructed by oppressive and unjust Legislation,
- countenaiiced in some instaiices by Minjsters of ‘the
__Crown. .- These evils have beén frequently and earnestly -
- Fepresented, but although the remedy has always been
Lim _t’},fe,;han-dsfufgtﬂ.hé British Government, it has never
. been- applied, and . we. are now. left to suffer dnder-

- .them with accumilated foree

-

.. n our own: more immediate and local concerns, -

- wehave attimes been alarmed and embarrassed atthe .
;. upparent-influence ‘gained by the‘enemies“aﬁuB‘;iﬁéh ;
., eonnection, . with the. Colonial Secretaiy  of - Btate,

+* and-the.interference which followed .in matters of . a.

;- 'purely local character i——among the number of these,
. ‘may Jbe ‘mentioned—the  threatened .disallowance -of -
. ; our Bank, Charters, 'a‘f&er\those"inéljmti;ins,:b&dth’een =
. for some, ume in: full 6B¢ta@tion:—in&brferen¢e1,fimliégis- e

. ’h&fvﬁ'«yﬁ?ceﬁdfﬂkstzfqelggi 1g exclusively to questions of *

- -priviloge—and frequent collisions with our Governors
. the’ ,

R

moment they manifested

¢ the: ani "a_ preference for that
. clags of. persons. they: had. learned. to regard: ag best .-
Lutitled..to. the. confidence and protection: af’ their
this last ground. of icomplain)

painful duty to d
xl H n oy ]

1ay the, partica. °
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with the appointment or_Sir James Kempt to thy -

Government .of “Lower ' Canada . snd there is: no

doubt; that the design of the British Ministty was, 1o

infuse 4 larger share of «liberal policy” and * con-
ciliatory measures” into the administration. of public

“affairs, than it wag Supposed previously existed.—

Sir John, accordingly, kepit aloof for a 1ime, from
‘the old and tried: servants of the Crown in the Colony,
.and manifested -a disposition to conciliate the good-

- will and support of those, who were understood tobe -

opposed: to the past_administration of Sir Peregrine:
Maitland. "' In this; .His Excellency, met with: o em-

barrassment from any one’;—the Officers:of Govern-
- ment did their duty cheerfully and steadily—they ,
never intraded themselves upon his notice, or sought -
- to embarrass him in the attempt he was making 10

" reclaim the disaffected, ‘or_to.strengthen the loyalty -

of the wavering ; he conferred offices in a few instan-

N ’

" ' ces withont sufficient

assurance that-they'were degery+ -

edly bestowed, and to a more seriqus extent“he

. -deprived. some- of the bést‘men- of -the Colony ‘of

- emoluments-and appointments they had'long enjoyed, -

- and-to the continvance. of which théir mefis.and long.
’ K ', 7 . r M :‘""1"" AT

«.- services-atnply entitled them,,, - .
- . ”‘l:“"B

kalntalhs

- sures: of this kind were-not the most judicious ; he .
-, diseovered that he-might make enemies; but-that he .

is Exeellency, however, soon fonadithat mea-

© o

- was nok like ‘Ltb' gain friends;; he was-speedily con-. .

- vinced thatt

"—‘mg'm%‘w as therefire compalled
. —rand. he:was therefore compelled .10:with
. them say further marks of his favour. ..,

. RN
N P

ced that the desigus.of the majority. of fhe turba.
leat and: noiay politicians, seltstyled reforphers, who .
is’confidence, aimed at oy og ratrelbm,
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% " selves to theiinvestigation of supposed grievances,
* -and the promulgation of reports from Select Commit-
tees, calculated to inflame the public mind against
the, Lientenant Governor and other Officers of the
local ‘Government, and by false representations, to
. ' render the: people discontented ;—these were in some
~ instances' sent to Downing-street, by order of the
© House—at othertimes by individual-Members, with- =
-~ outthe sanction of the Assembly, ~ . "0
. The consequetice, ‘a8 is now. generally under-
© stood, was, that an ungracious corresporidence sprung
. up between' His Excellency and thé Colonial Secretary

of State, so offensive to Sir John, that he wasinduced. -
! totender his tesigndtion,: which however did not -
. reach England before his recall had beén determined .
. uponggnd in the depth of a'Canadian’ Wiater, this
- ‘venerable -and_gallant. Soldier, ‘with &~ constitation -
" impaited “in the service ‘of his Conntry, and ‘a -body -
. -muotilated” by 'wounds’ received in ‘many a victorious
, field‘of batile; whose ame is identified with the glory
.- of “hig Country, felt himself ubliged to leave, the Seat -
. of ‘Governmient, ‘and Tepair to'the Lower Province,

ey of ‘the weathér, accomips-

 exposed to th inclementy of
» pied by his‘numerous and am
- This was o s

3

Z,ll“.fh“; e’ journey; the
,“,J:) v"}‘*("ﬂfﬂ‘j;: "‘%a:; : ,‘G;W;‘d?“'\‘
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great body of the people, the leaders of this party
‘Jetermined- on making a display of- their fancied.

. political power, and if possible, establish- their ascen-

. dancy.in the Councils-of the Province ; and this they .
~believed-they could the more easily accomplizh, as it .
. was reported, that, the new Governor was a “ tried,
" Reformer” . T o
- Upon assuming the administration, it was
. generally ‘vnderstood, that Sir Francis Ilepd’ was
instructed 1o pursue a policy fur more tiberal than that
of his predecessor, and the apprehensions entprtained, -
that measures ‘might be too . hastily taken,by which.
" the Country would be involved.in lasting digsentions, . -
- were greatly, incrcased: by the appointmént of Dr.
. Rolph, and M¥. Robert Baldwin, to be Menjbers of the
" Executivé Conneil y and to. prove how well-fuunded.
_'were those fears, it is sufficient to state, that the first
. 'named -individual ~has. since fled the [Country 1o
escape the peualties of. Treason, and the latter,Jong’
his most intimate political associate;: hag professedly ' .

- withdrawn. himself :from. all interferefjce -in - publie -
Y R A I

" Rumors.of other appointments;. equally distaste- -

ful to the loyal Sabjeets of His Majesty, were st the

- ssme.time in circalation, . Happily, However, before -

s they could be made, if they were ever fnieiided; events.

-oceurred,. that saved this, Province/from. evils -that.

" “must, inevitably “Havesled, and. thaf within . short

periac : ion.of the autharity of the

tion from the Parent State,

olph sod . Baldwin, (with-

ated. Mr. Dunn, the Receiver .

s.at the'Council Board, than -

d ' sufficient/ influence to-induce

_ theother Members fo. agree 0.the proposal, that they

-+ shonldheageforth; in effect,.be ageoyntable ta thepeo-.

., pleyandaotito the.Crown, for their.acts

e
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they should remain.in office-so long as a majority of
. the Assembly.approved of their conduct, and no longer::
 and that when the Licitenant Governor acted in oppo-
| gition to their advice, they should be at liberty to make
- the circumstance: publicly known. ' "This. preposition,
| 8. contrary to:all Colgnial. usage, and’ destructive of -
BB the Constitntionial authority of the Sovereign, by ren.

B dering every department of the.Government depeident .
| on-the Democratic branch of the Législature, at once
| convinced:-the Lieutenant Governor of . the . real cha-
| racter. of .the ‘men he. had, with-an hosiestdesire to |
 reconcile ‘conflicting parties, admitted to-_his :confi- .
ence, and the extremely delicate and somewhat dan-" ..
| gerous; position. in. whieh hie stoed.” Happily for this ..
* Province, His Exeellency possessed a vigorous, active.
:and intelligent mind,-and was prompt.andresolutein . -
'acting upowits suggestions. He addressed the Couns
‘cibin:terms of mild but firm remonstrance ; he poiited .. -
iout, with ability:and clearness, the error of their opi-,
mions, and’ the.danger that would result from their
~Jdoption—and -in . conclision,. eandidly. stated that .- -
‘anless: they were abandoned, his confidence in:them - -~
smust cease ;. the Couneil adhered to their, opinions,. . -

{j&ﬂdfesigﬁednmﬁﬁﬁic& » el I S PRI "r"‘»“":".", Lol
" i As Was to be expected, the party in the House of -

‘Assembly, whose hopes of establishing their.politieal
vower were thus suddenly frustrated; becamein the . |
Mighest degree exasperated ; and afier adopting seyes® *
ral tesolytions and addresses, in the:hope of regaining | |
the powef which the unwise and hasty conductoftheir
haljlost tothem, they. appointed a SelectCom; ™ -
mpgged.exclusively of Members-of theirown = . -

vith, authority to send. for persons, ..

Pt
16 report the result of theje
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this place, even if it were desirable to do so; itis
enough to say, that inaddition to its containing the most
uffensive atid insulting language towsrds the Represen-
tative ‘of their Sovereign; who had been:but a very few
weeks in the Province, and of whose general character t
and seiitiments they_could ‘scarcely have any know-
~ ledge, itsauthors contemptuansly rejected the offer that
had been made, to submit the question in dispute to the -
- King. They, in effect, insist‘eg'thatithe constraction of |
. thie Constitution rested exclusively with them, and that
- whatever might be ‘the decision of the Housé of
Asgembly, all.other branchies of the Govérnment must
be bound by it; and they demanded adherence;toa
course of policy onthe part of the Executive, which,
.« If granted, it was manifest to every reflecting .han, -
- would utterly destroy-the authority of the Crown, and
. would subject the ‘people to the governiment of the
- - capricious and ever-yarying opinions:of the party that
. might chance to have-the ascendancyin the Honse of -
Assembly; and lastly, it recommended, and the Houss
- resolved,” that ;until the concessiomrs demanded were -
. -made tothem, they would grant no Supply for the sup- *

port of the Government: and the Session accordingly.
closed without any provision having been made for.the -
Pablic Service. " -\ . L e

. - "'At -no’period-siice the:formation of the Govern-
" ment of the Province, had so distinét and open a ‘disa-

- greement “occurred  between’ the Executive and’ il
House of ‘Assembly. . ‘The questions involved were of -

. vital consequence tothe futiire peace, welfare and good

government of the country—and at the same time they-

"« were capable of beirig plainly stated, and clearly under-

. stood. “They were: argired ‘and-disctissed: at: public
- meetings, ‘and' in ‘private circlés. - Misrepresentation -
© - and abuse of the'public authorities, and of the Lieute:
- 1emt Governor ‘ in” particilar; weve: the weapensused
* .- by the advocates of the majority ‘of :the House of
. . \\‘ S ,“; SR ~v”,r._i . A‘y“.\ :3;; 7‘)(:;' ‘.,4 ‘i-‘-:: ;‘\:) s h,_:- .: ,‘_;-‘»\ B
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{ A'saemhiyiwgth and reason were opposed to them—
| the latter were listened to and fully comprehended by a
 oyal -and ‘intelligent people, and. the result was. an
 glmost universal demand for the dismissal of men who
‘bad betrayed their confidence, and under the veil of
patriotism, had endeavoured to destroy the Constitu-
tion they so highly prized. “They became couvinced
that if those persons succeeded in their political views,
{ the country would. soon: be subject to the tyranny of an’ -
ircesponsible faction—and that the cherished connec- .
ition with the Parent State must, ere long, be digsolved.
' The-petitions that were addressed tothe Lieate-

inant Governor,' condemnuatory of the proceedings of

the' House of Assembly, and demanding its dissolution,

and: in the strongest terms approving of the firm and
. ncompromising. coutse - pursued. by the. Licutenant

“avernor, evinced the most unequivoeal attachment .
.2:theé Constitution, as. by law established-—the deter-
winativn-of the people: to. maintaiw it inviolate=—and
Jeir-gragitude 1o 8ir Francis Head, for his resistance

.-the.attemnpts that bad been made to subvertit. ""The. -
issolution of the Assembly, and the General Electioy

2=t.followed. it, resulted in the: rejection of every.pro~ -
minent Meémber of thie majority of the last House,and = .
~egreturn of an overwhelmi ng-preponderance-of those

.-.an opposite. political character, . .« o LT
5 ~Fhie overthrow.-of . the pafty, instead. of being
\ilently. and respeetfully submitted to, as the Constita-.
sedal decision of  the Electors, seived but to.exaspe- .
‘atg them—and .to, lead them: gradually-to the open
Yowal.of. theirtraitorous. designs,” .1t was asserted,,
‘hat the elections were decided- by bribery; corruption;. -
wtwdmmnma%nm and. by, the nnconstitutional.

uterfererice of the, Goveror, in ¢reating a vast.num- - *
18, by the ol ds -

sue of Datents
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. to the party composing the. majority of the last Honse,
and who had ‘been re-elected to the present; had the
_ . singular audacity to embady:theseutterly’ false asser-- |
.tions . in a'petition addresged to the. Hovse of) Com-
mons—which petition was presented by Mv. Joseph
- Hume, then one’ of the Mermbers for Middlesex, and .
the (upon’.all occasious) chosen mouth-piece of the. -
Traitors of this Provinee. . - - & "=

P

-7 A copy of this petition, as an act of justice, was
‘transmitted by the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
. to the Lieutenant' Governor, for bis remarks. ' His -
- . Excellency, before noticing it himself, trapsmitted it -
to the House of Assembly, as the bady best qualified -
© "o jnvestigate the chatges contained in'it. "The Select. -
- Coinmittee to whom it was referred, composed. of the !
mostindepeident, Members of all  parties;. entered -
"‘upow the inquiry, dnd as soon-as'the petitioner, Dr. ;
. Duncombe, took his ‘seat, he was:called uvpon. to ;
_establish his charges, and was informed of.the readi- .
ness of the Committee to:hear ahy evidence he might .
> have. to_offer. in=their support. ~ So ifar from: doing |
. s, and well knowing the antruth-of his stutements, ¢
" “he-Jeft the Huuse on some idle pretence, ‘and never
" made: the Teast attempt to. establish any. one of his'

f M

. assertiops. -

'+ “The Committee, however, were not content fo
©leave the mattef there :—they called: betore them-all
‘the Jeading members of the party to'which the pit-

. tioner beloaged,. "and “questicned “thenr- 83 to “theif
kibwledae of the truth of the charges-made by him.

- Most of these persons disclaimed all connectiomyith

y . -

.- Pr. ‘Duicombe, -and not ong” of them ¢ffered-the:
- slightedt evidence, or intimated ithat’ he -could: give
©any, iw support-of his allegaticns; . o5
4 Phie-Comminteé then proceeded to a more con-

- ,-élimivestep; and eslling before them personis:of the-
7" highest ‘character for. ttuth and-hoaer,” and’requiring
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“conclasive in'its nature, every statement coptainéd jn

. satisfavtion of every honorable mian in the Provmcc,
‘complately disproyed. .. Their Repurr drawn up-at

b of ‘the Lieutenant Gevernor in the most ample arid
satisfactory .manner, and rescues the loynT electors of

} enced i the exercise of their elective franchise, by

* bribery, cwmptmn, mnmndnnon, or any other rmproper |

‘f“means. R \ e
" This addltwnal defeat ot' the revoluuonarg f‘acuou‘

R lf RS

o

. fiithe prm}uction of docmnenmry evidence, the mrm

:the docament. referred to' them, wns ta” the entire
. the conclusion of their labours, vindicates’ the conduct, -

- th: Province, from the calumny of liaving been infli-

. had the effect of urging them forward, to attempt the

* attainment -of . their trmtorous designs by ‘violence,

. egrlier than' othérwise, in alt probability, would have

"'been the case. They saw that the great nmjority of =

! the.people ‘were of stern and_incorruptible. k’YﬂRY‘"

‘ thieir hopex of countenance from their representatives . .

. had- vanished—their- atwmpts to. mislead - the: Bﬂt!sh ‘

Parhamem bad resulted in'their own dl%gmce--nnd
“the Province was governed by « man, who guided by
lhe prmelpiefs of the Consmutwn, ﬁrmfy resolved to

“do ‘his:duty-—and they saw; that -all ‘their -efforts w |

; intimidate him or to draw him aside from: the resolu-

‘tion. i haid - formed, to_concede nothitg to faction, * -

- wonld be fruitless. - Mectings were’ -consequently

“¢alled by thie ehief agitator, Mr. Mackenzie; and werts - -

; attended by seme few. seoids of detuded  wen,: at
" which: the treason i prugress in v Lower Cunada was
&mﬂaa&m ‘and -secrot mensures were taktm o assm
:them )] thexr aﬂempl: at ;emluima. T T

~ Daring ‘these- ‘proceedings,” Sif - Franesa Eleaél
eposed §T pe!sfect ‘Coufidence, i thie tr sied-4o :ahy fff
“th great bodg of the: ‘péople; ¥ whose Govérner ¥

m check. aﬂd xmzrﬁtmw‘ any. m‘;tempt tﬁfaéf A

i halee

-
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" Commander of the Forces, Licutenant General Sir

“John Colborue, desired to'be informed what nuniber
of the 'T¥oaps could be spared fromi Upper Qanada, to
 assigt in putting down rebellion in the Lower Pro.
.. vince—Sir Francis Head promptly and unhesitatiigly .
- replied;, “ALL.” They were aceordingly mdrched
16 Montreal, and soon after, the revult broke out in-
- the vicinity of that place, and for a time fears” were
entertdined, that the struggle would be of long dura-
" tion. The number of Troops in the Conntry, it was
 appreliended, wus too small to afford adequate.pro- .
'~ tection to: all parts of the Province; and: Sir John °
: Colborne in consequence applied for additional assis-
-tance from the Militia of Upper Canada. . ."* -~ ¢
© - Itis now well known, that a correspondénce was.
kept' up between the' léaders of rebellion in both
" - Provinces, and it is not improbable, that those ip . .
- Upper Canada were induced to hasten their meditated
. revolt, with a view of preventing any of the gallant
Higlilanders and other Militia of the Eastern Districts,
being sent to ‘the, assistance; of their loyal fellow
Babjects in Lower Canada. - U
.. It was supposed by the traitors, that nothing
. could withstand the, rebels_there, and if they. were
- successful, it- was assumhed, that as a miatter of course,
Upper Canada must yield also. - Far ‘otherwise, we
- are-now warranted in saying, would bave been the
- Or patriotic Lieuténant Goveriior. had not mis-.
-calculated -the loyal fieling of the inkabitants of -
Upper Canada. - His administrétion bad confirmed -
. them in_the belief, that théy -wonld ‘be protected. by
“the Brigish- Government—hé had, by a generens and
- well-placed™ confidence, ‘awakened their pride,. and.

- _excited the ‘noble| feeling of ‘devotéd patriotism—at
-, hisepll, they thronged in thousands. 1o, the: Seat of
| Peverament, to repel the: attack -of rebelfions -and

SN J
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8 unnatural -traitors, and tens of thousands would in -

L “like uanner have marched at his command, to protect

- and. maintain the aathority of their Soyereign in the

Lower. Province-—to his policy and adherenee to the -

BB principles of the Constitution in the administration of

i the Government, -this deeply affecting: and. gragifying -

' _exhibition of enthusiastic. luyalty is tu_be ascribed—

| o other pulicy than his, and few other men than Sir

- Fraycis Head, could bave called it forth, - - S

© . 'The rebellion.in Lower Canada, was put down -

" by the gallant soldiers and loyal British Subjects of

" Her Majesty—not, however, without a fearful sacrifice -

. of human life, and vast destruction of property. In’

- Upper Canada, it may be said to hiave been put an
‘end to, by the indignant frown of aninsulted people. -

{ Haodreds of the repentant offénders have been for-~
‘given by.the mau who, in the exercise of thé Royal

. clemency with which he waa initrusted, was-empower- .
red to-extend pardom'te them: ' thus proving, in a__ "~
-manner the most grateful to his own' generons natare,
ithat he was' not -the tyrant they had been induced to
‘believe him 10 be, ~ Others more gailty, await that

- justice which the 'laws they would-have overthrown
‘may award them; and the leaders, including Rolph;
Duncombe and: Mackenzie, the landed and cherished
patriots of Mr. Joseph Hume, have fled their Country, - -
and have. found an asylom ‘in the United States,
among the robbers, murderers, pirates and fraitors -
‘who,. in that Republic, bid open defiance to law, and-
are: avowedly. ~protected . in ' their : crimes by -the -
Sovereign Will of the People, - - T

" .. This short -and -necessarily: condenged view of
the causes and_ termination of the recent insurrec- )
tion in Upper Canada, Lias been: introduced by your .
‘Committee for the. purpose of shewing’ by indontro-

vertible facts, the estimation in which His ixcellency
e :, i@ S T a R e R

4

! "‘



- the Lieutenant Governor is held by the people, and the-

- confidence entertained in his administration-of the Gov-
ernment.. Notwithstanding this ‘however, it appears
that His. Excellencys policy has not-harmeuized with
that of his official Superiors, and, as in the case of his
predecessor, he has resigned his office. In.replying to
the announcement of this most unexpected-event, your
Honorable House truly stated, ¢ that this House, and

* ¢ the people of the Province, will fegard Your Excellen-.

“ cy'srelinquishment of its Government asa calamity of”
“ the most serious nature, and which may result in diffi-

« culties and dissensions that cannot be easily repaired .

* & orreconciled. "Wehowever are fully persuaded, that.

“the blame- cannof rest with Your Excellency; and
- “while we singerely and most willingly acknowledge .-
“ the zeal, ability, justice and honerable disinterested~- ..

" “ness, with which you haye conducted the Govern-
11Ch-yo la

~ « ment of this Province; duridg your short but eventfal -
«and: arduous administration of ity affairs, we beg

(R

R

- "« respectfully and afféctionately to express, on behalf -

« of this Province, our earnest hope, that Your Excel-

' «lency’s prosperity in future, life may be commensurate -
“ with the claims, deep and lasting as they are, upon’

s~

“our gratitude-—the -approbation. of our Gracious -

¢

¢ the British Nation.”, .

- % Queen—and the applause and acknowledgment of
- His EXE&H;‘BHQY, ;1; ﬁ-ppéﬁx;s, i‘doés m)t f‘éél*hims‘el‘f: "

_ at Tiberty; to disclpse ‘the canses which have led tohis .

résignation. of the Government, and’ therefore’your
Committee is precladed from making distinet remark:
" dpon them, but if it be troe, as has been rumoured,

- that thise différences of opinion consist,in, an nuwil- .
" lingness or refusal on his part, toemploy:the patron~

=

" age ofthe: Crown, 1 the vain .attempt to: eoticiliate:

‘the disaffected; and thus to outragethe feelin gs

" unguestionably faithful Subjects of Fer Majesty, his

L

.. ¥ condsict vastly increases his claims upon the gratitnde

e
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;' of the. people’ of this Province, and renders it a
! solemn duty on their part, as fai as they.have the = X°
"..power, ‘to vindicate and uphold. him in the gobd e
opinion of ‘our Sovereign, and our fellow Subjects of AT
the United Kingdom. T \
. Your Committee foel that your Honorable Honse * g
~-would ‘not adiraijcérﬂthe interests of our'Country, .or h
~ act in accordance with, the opinions and wishes 6f the "
* loyal Inhabitants of this Province, were you to adopta '~
factious opposition, or manifest an‘unbecoming distrust . i
. in the. justice of the Councils by which ‘the igterests g’;

- of the.great Nation to which we belong isgoverned—

 but it'would not be.in accordance with the dictates of

.~ truth or patriotism, were your Honorable House to .

. forbear honestly and-firmly, . ut most humbly and-.

. respectfully, to.declare to our revered Sovereign; that—- — .
Her Majesty’s devoted Subjects here, Jook for some . 7.

. better proof that. their allegiance is desired, and that .

* their . just clfaixngifor,pro,tgfcbiqnfare respeeted, than is. -

 evinced by, at any time, or ‘under any. circumstances,

*)ielding to the-enemies, of our peace, countenance. or.

i-support. Sach'a course' of pelicy, too long pursued -

; in the Bister Proviice, has been: productive of the

- most. banefa} eﬁ'eéts;;inifechufaging the ‘mercenary

- demagogie to pursue his noigy-and. dishenest conrse

., of sedition, in;the hope of being bribed 1o silence,—.

" arid'by disheartenifig the' loyal ind the Honorable, who :

 capnot h@l,lp,fégl.i@g,Atliatihemve,be:enlsangeneroﬁs}y i

 treated, when they see the power of a party increased; - -

hose timate aim they have- bé.béstla?‘sﬁr'ggpé?? S

s their destraction, .o 5
Iwﬂéa‘mi&g‘aﬁﬁésérbﬁfﬁﬂfﬁs;yomCdiﬁmiﬁee*aw‘" :
mﬁ"#eﬁrfkg:ﬁitw@e%mdé;r%oqdaméﬁ'théymfmV ‘~
Ioa coutseiof policy fornded on conciliation,’ -’

‘ ‘ the dispensing of equal
-Majesty’s:Subjec
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administration of public affairs, having first determined
toadhere with unwavering resolution to the plaiu terms
of the Constitution,, will take care never to do wrong.
for the mere. purpose of af)peasing, clamour,~or i the
.hope that'a paity factiously bent on obtaining unrea-
sonable and unjust concessions, may be appeased by
- granting-that; to which neither redson nor justice give
_them any claim. Your Committee believe, that the
history  of every country and sation whose Govera-.
-ment has for any length of time proceeded on such a
systewms\ in the end fallen into anarchy and ruin.
"’ Your. Committee have nothing to add to what
_they have already set forth iu this report, to prove the
. application of the opinions just expressed, to thie poliey
pursued in these Provinces. =~ - oo
...~ In Lower Canada, u people nurtured in hostility
to British Jaws, bave long beeh indulged in their un-
reasonable, ‘and not ‘unfrequently unconstitutional
-/ demands, to the’ great and manifest injustice of a -
. numerous and loyal class of theirfellow Subjects; and, -
" in the vain hope of “conciliating” them, concessions. .
have been made from tiie te time, alike unwise in .
jpolicy and unjust in prineiple.” . And ‘what 'has been
" thi¢ result?’ General disafféction, insurrection.and re-
bellion against their benefactor. -~ ., " i .
© ."-On the other hand, look to Upper Canadai~<in two
yeais from the time that the people were told that the.
~ Constitation  was to ‘be’the sele rule of Gevernment; -
. and that nndonbted oyalty and general merit.was to
' be-the only passport to the favorand patronage of the
- . Crown, the whole country becamp united, and as.one
. .- man, the’inhabitants ‘declared their determination to, =
.+ . .uphold their Institutions, :and prove their devotion to*

|

Sovereign. . 70 Lo VLR L PP

ir: Committee can only join with their fellow.
-+ . Bobjects In-the.expression of their carnesthopeythat -
;.. ¢ this.noblefeeling, may never be damped oridestroyed,

/
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by want of wisdom or firmness on the part of thoseé
" who may be henceforth appointed-to rule over themy. "
© " Proceeding . now to the second point of their in-
| quiry, namely;.“the evils that have resalted from the’
. recent rebellion,” your Committee will limit their ob- .
" servations to as small a compass as the painful natare

~ of the subject will admit. 1 L
" Of all the calamities which can visit man, a civil =
. war ig assuredly-the most to be deplored, and the -
. horrors that usually aitend it are most repulsive to &
:" humane mind; and it may be -even said'with much =
* appearance of trath, that little value can be attached
. to-human existence in a country visited by such a
. calamity. . That this greatest of miseries has fallen .
+ upon these Provinces through the wickedness of its ., ~ -*
- owi inhabitants, it would be Crithinal as well ‘as vain ™~ #
' todeny. Living in the'positive and undeniable enjoy--" *
* ment of every blessing .that reasonable men ¢ould ..
. desire, thiey have appeared in arms against the lawfal 4
_authority of their Sovcreign, and have -¢ndeavoyred. ", .
: to attain. their evil purposes by the destruction of the - .

< H“‘
TRt

LERY

"libes and properties of their peaceable and unoffendiog. .
" neighbours. . “The injury which this unnaturalstate * " .

' of thirigs attaches to the character ¢f those who were. §p -
; engaged. in it, in a moral pOMY OY VIewW, is most afilict- " <.
¢ ing§-it 'marks them a8 a people not-only forgetful of .

 theif duty £6 their Qucen, but ungrateful to Providerice. .

. for the jnnumetable. blessings extended to them'by -«
* Divine favour, nor'¢an these Provinces hope to escape . -
- from the fatal codsequences of the offences’of its peo= =~ °
.ple bat-through His Almighty protection and mercifal - *

worldly point of view, we'see the‘tide - . .
pan.which: the country- was borne;‘and

Kitigdotm;
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hitherto directed their attention to the Canadas as to

" -a country.in which, retaining their allegiance and liv-
ing under the protection of their natural Sovereign,
they might establish themselves and their families in
security and peace, it is to be feared will now look to
.other countries, as ‘offering. & more fit residence for
loyal British Subjects. Our trade ‘aud commerce

* heretofore encreasing and affording channels for the '

-, accumulation of wealth and independence, will with-
~out. doubt decrease, and for a time at least, be left to
~Janguish and decay. Our revenues, the source of our
means (especially in this Province) for proceeding

-with those vast improvements which, in a few:years
~"'more of uninterrupted prosperity, would have connec-
.'\Rt:d‘thefseapo;tg in every, quarter of the globe with

Lake Superior, by a canal capable of floating vessels -
at ‘mavigate the-Atlantie, will be reduced and ren- .

% . dered -altogether inadequate to the great purposes for
_which - they are required; and inshort, a. country
marked by the haund of nature with the means of ad-

B\ - greatness, until the-stain that now rests ypon its char-
¢ acter is effaced, and ;
- underwhich' it laetieml, . ‘

* * important object can be, best ‘accomplished, and. the
. prosperity of ‘these. rioble’ Provinces. be -once, more
restored, to its-wonted channels, is the next.great ob-

" jeet of inguiry. to ‘which your Commitiee: will ditect

. .their-attention. . T
e T i believed:thiat it wi

P te observers, that't
i, 83, estab]

. vancing in wealth and power beyond any other on
earth, 1 in" danger of being. tayed . in its career-of .

D e w e -

e =

‘remedy is, fonnd- for the evils
gal, . In what mannerthis all "
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.perty. They are further of opinion, that the interests
of Upper Canada imperatively equire that an efficient
Government should be established in Lower Canada ;.
and that it is indispensable to the ‘prosecution .of the

" trade and the general advaucement of the prosperity - \

~ of this Province, thatunderany circumstances jtshould
*have the independent control of one of the séapotts on
the Saint Lawrence, and that this control cannot be

» - refused without the denial of a manifest natutal right. -

. ' Of the numerous projects that have been from
“time to time suggested for the better. Goyernment of
‘these .Colonies,” your Committee will now proceed to
mnotice the most prominent, and' such as seem deserv-

. ing of gerious consideration ; premising that they pass =
go P SHg ey

. over any critical examination'of the resolutions adop-

© areclearly liable to two decided objections-—1st. They
- gontain. a violent infringement. of the existing' Consti-

" and 20d. They are’ without the. merit of containing

- zer

. tion from. the evil conseque
- and disagreements. "~

] Ty

e

o ¢ 1st~~The first project'deserving of notice, is the = .
. repeal of the Constitutional ‘Act 31; 'Geo. 3rd, o far -

. ‘asthe simerelates t6 Lower Canadu; and (with'some
. slight variation-as regards the: imposition..of duties .
t aud/mterconrse with Upper ‘Canada,)-a retori i to the " - -

. provisions-of the'Act 1th; Geo.rd, -chap. 83
% The objections: that: the

: ‘ted- by the British Patliament during its last Session, -
;. as not likely to' be aggin serivusly entertained. - They-

. any final settlement of exis’ti:'cgidiﬁichhi‘ég,",»on protec-

es of future dissentions’,

ght raise to thiv change -
‘congid-

"3

. tiition, for the attainment.of a present purpose only; =

the inbabitants’ of :Lawer




©ture to suao'es,
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ons :in the same mg{rmer, and probaby for the same

reasons, that they how oppose the introduction .of*
Free and Commou; Soccage, instead of the Feudal
Tenure ; and’ sec@ndly, beciuse they have abnsed
this-invaluable pr:v;lege of British Subjects, and have
employed the poWer it gave them, to brmg about
revolt, and the entire overthrow of the Government.
If however.our fellow Subjects of - British ‘descent,
should seriously ;oppose - themselves to this change,

the question would then be, whether such modifica- -

tions mxght not ’be introduced into theqneasure, as
“"would gain their ixcqmescence Your Committee ven-
the following :—Let the number of
Leolslatxve “Cduncillors be constderably encreased .
: beyond the number authorised by the 14th Geo. 3rd :
let these be taken in equal nu‘%ers from ‘the inhabi-.

tants of Britigh, and Irish, andZFrench descent : and
let the Engljsh language be th® only lanrruage used
in legal and/legislative proceedings. - <

In conhection with this measare, let the boun-
dary line between Upper and Lower Canada be so
- altered, ag to give to the Upper Province all the ter-
ritory lyl ' on the south-west side of the River Otta-
wa, and/of the Chambly Canal, including the Island
' of Montreal; -all° of which, should be governed.
:according to: the Constitation now existing.

nd.—The next project deserving notice, is one-
- of a/more important and complex charaeter, vizi—a’

. leglslanve union: of all the. North- American-Colenies. -

Your Comuiittee see much -in this measure: 10

- fecommend it to favorable notice, and as one of the |
' most important advantages that ‘would immediately

result from. n, is the estabhshment of ¢ BriTisH

-+ ASCENDENCY,” without any change in the prmclples .

“.of the. existing Constitution.

There can.be no reason .now for feelmg anyw»

’dellcacy or hesuafuon in speaking of v1sxble and ad-.

~,
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mitted facts, however ungracious or impolitic it might
. be to de.mo, hinder different circnmstances. The
- “Canadians of French descent in Lower Canads,’are -
not. loyal. The inhabitants of all the other North
American Colonies, are loyal : 'as are also those of
‘British descent in Lower Canada ;—and they are so,
. -not-merely from the abstract sentiment.of loyalty, or -
- from interest, but because they glory in being British-
Subjects ; they feel that the safety and security of their
lives and- liberties depend on their  repelling . the
- encroachments of . Democracy, which ‘they . detest;
- and because they see and feel the superiority théy
- -have over the neighbouring Republic in being govern- . .
" ..ed by British laws ; and they are convinced, that the
- gtability. of their institutions ean be best secured, by "
. maiutaining the connection with the Mother Country.
...~ If, then, the whole of these Colonies Wwere sofar
~ united ‘as to be represented in one Legislatare, they .
. wotld be enabled so to encrease and distribnte ‘their

- vesources for the benefit of all, that the abundance -

and. facilities of national wealth would lead to"and
- advance their common interest, -and ‘place. theni at
- once on'a level with many powerful ‘nations; their -

. attitude also would be:snch as: to constitute asalutary

.- check-on that systém of self-government which placed.

.. in the’ hands of:an irresponsible multitade, who dis- =
. «laim obedience to any law that -opposes their-will, is * ..
- tbrowd :él tbasebmmsmthm Bamuf!}mf{mm been-:.
" segarded as necensary to.the security of life, property, ..
. o hat freedomwhich ‘can.only be called < glorions, .

Sclovics, the Tasporiil erhdment .
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sidering, whether it would not be desirable to‘continue
the Provincial Assemblies with powers limited to the
adoption of laws for their local and domestic. govern-
went, separate from questions of Trade ‘2nd Com- |
merce, and such .matters as must necessarily affect
the .interest of all the' Colonies.~ Your Committee
-can only. say, that they entertain a decided feeling in -
favor of retaining local Assemblies, and they urgently’
recommend the expression of a similar opinion on the
part of your Honorable House." .~ .~ -
. In, connection with this point ef - inquiry; your.-
Committee are strongly impressed with the conviction,
that no dct of ounr beloved. Queen would give tocher |
loyal and.devoted Subjects in this remote’part of hef .
Dominions, more grateful evidence of -Her Majesty’s .

_ desireto perpétuate: their allegiance, than incérporas-"
~ ing in her Royal title, the-distinct claim of Sovereignty
over these Her Majesty’s extensive and vatuable pos-
"sessions. - Such- an ‘Act would, your Committee. .
firnily believe; have a.powerful moral:effect thronghont |
 this Continent, and serve more plainly and distinctly .
to draw -the Jine. between, those. sound, substantial,
. and we trust, enduring ‘principles;of Monarchy. which
- may well 'boast. their. pre-eminence. over  the hellow
., and ever-varying fancies;.that. spring from a Demo-’
- cracy that is controlled by, the unsEnglish;, unmaply,
_/immoral and degrading system of vote by ballot,and -
thefpgmi,giq;i}g{%pﬂ&égpa;‘Qﬁﬂnﬁrafsgl,;Silﬁiﬁéigé,,‘é R
"~ Your Committee’ will dismiss this ‘pert of the .
. subject,‘with. .this" one sother-recommendation; iz
. . that'the title of ;the person.who -may-henceforth-be . -
appointed, to the; Government.of these. Colonies, "
that of.# Viek-Roy"—and. that compined

lent; such. as. will at. once. cgm-

[
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. the Kingdom did not consider the appointment of
" Captain General of British North_America unworthy-
- " their acceptance ;. it should be made the object of
. tHeir ambition now. T, o
3rd.—Your Committee next proceed to the ques-
' tion of a union of the-Provinces of Upperand Lower .
;. Canada. Were-it not that the inhabitarts of Lower
.. Canada of British origin regard this prcject with-much
- “favor, and appear’ to consider it as the best measure
"~ for relieving them from the ‘oppression under which
¢ .they have long suffered from the conduct of the domi-
i, nant faction in their House of Assembly, your Com-’
. ‘mittee would at once declare their unqualified dissent ;
. but we feel bound not to overlook or.treat lightly any .
i soggestion that offers.a reasonable hope of relieving -
; .our loyal fellow Subjects'from "their political embar-
_rassments, which now, -1mhore than ever,” claim' our
«. sympathy and': consideration, . Indeed ‘we 'feel that .
. unless a change takes place in the Constifution and -
¢ - gystém of Government.in Lower:Canada; itis next to -
‘~.impossible that either. that Province or this ean ad- . -
i yamce one step in improvement;. and. that: those.who
[ desire 1o continue to live -under the British’ Crown, .
. will be driven to.seek some other place of residence.
o 2 If However the uiiion: should be thatmvasure . .-
.. which the Tmperial Patliament- mdy ultimately ‘deter- .
(. mine upon, care must'be taken that British hscendancy. -
" is securely established in'both branchesiof the Legis-

e 1?.!1051‘3 :apon-.no other terms:can the measure be sanc-
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holdmg lands by conveyanue, from vonng, tmtﬂ their
titles are registered, as in the Upper Province. 'T'he
- ‘introduction ‘of the laws of England, and the use of .
. the English language ‘in all Liegislative and Judicial
proceedings should also be insisted upon ; and lastly,

. 1t-should be stipulated as a sine qua non on-the part -

. of this Province, that the place selected for the Seat of .
' Governfnent should be within its limits, :

. Your Committee are‘ensible that there are many
gerious difficulties in the way of carrying the measure
of the union into effect; in a satisfactory manner, aris-
ing from difference, of religion, laws, language and
general habits, in the two Provinces, but they believe
_these may be overconie, and general satisfaction in

* the end attained, by *rendermg them truly Bl‘ltleh Colo- -

‘nies, by the gradual influence-of the ¢hanges ne(;essary

- in the Iusututtons of LoWer Canada, and the more

gemaral diffusion of educatmn ‘among the in abitants.

. Your Oammxttee in justice to their f; low’ Snb~

Jects in'the Lower Province, who advoca ¢ the union, -

* anmex their petitmfn, addressed; to. you Honor_able
_House, onr the subject, together with some-other docu- .

' mients proceeding from a-body of individuals of great’

- respeciabilityand intelligence, which they deem worthy "
-of attentive w:onstderastmn, and which wiil be. found to’

Iymnans argnments n- fa:yqr of the meastire. '

" 4th.~The next measnre. w}mh yout C‘ommrttee
wnsiéer it necessary to remark upen. is the annexation

. of the Islasd of Mentreal. to Upper ‘Cunsida, which -

ﬁhough dast in their  ehumeration, they regard as far

ey believe, for'the. benefit of the great body
i both Solgmies. /. - ;

- ﬂpper Can&da«m a wapoﬂ, it may be fau'iy Ass
: ibm 0 gmgie a' ‘oF just reason can be ur

the mostta»bb desired for the interests of this vaince; :

,tathe ehnnofﬁgiltm thep;az afk

A "wn ofﬁw Prownces erppe% !
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aod.Lower Canada in 1791, which left this Proviace

- without an independent itlet to the ocean, was wn:
. questionably-a great political error, and has been the
" cause of difficulties. and dissentions between the two
* “Colonies, thaf have led to mich mischief and eveu -
/' estrangement, that would not .otherwise have “hap-
" .pened.. The motive for. the -division, as bas, been -
.. stated in a preceding part of this report, was a gene-
" rous regard for’ he “feelings -and. prejudices. of the
. iuhabjtants of Lower Canada, and. it is probable that-

 as provision had been made for the ultimate payment
i of'the €xpenses of the Civil Government-of both Pro- :
1 'vinces, by the duties'imposed by the Act 14 Geo. 3.
.- chap. 88.that the question of tevenue (always'a delj-
i ‘cate and intricate one,) did not appear likely to create °

the embarrassments- that have sinee ocenrred. . . -
..», ' The period however has arrived, w

i

_ hen. the cop- -
dition of both Provinces imperatively ‘equires,  that

© the error.committed shonld be repaired, and with the

v utmost possible promptness. Upper Canada has now

- attained a. population of. 450,000 souls, ‘and its ip-
+ Crease withi last few, years has been . snch as..
. clearly to_shew; that in.g very short time, it will nom-
ber as many inhabitants as there are “mow ia :the
Lower Province = and that proceeding in & like ratio .
of increase,. it will soon outstrip the Sister. Colony ag

. +greatly in’ population; ag it. already has in commierce .
- and general fmproverient. It will ;iq;i‘be-cbﬁsid’g;édj '
. 83 an exaggérated statement ), assert; that four-fifths
; of the exports-at the Port aebec, are supplied by~ -

ST v e
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* Upper C@é‘fi@*iﬁa&bﬁ:ﬁf%-dn:“e,f.h?ﬁ%‘a‘*i@"
»yessels that atioually enter from sea; nine }
. leastare éi‘rp(?}i@dﬁmfthfﬁqigﬁ from this Provix

ucts constitute the chief a




~ - +Thig statément of the comparative ‘commerce of
- -the two Provinces, founded on data ‘which your Com-
7 mittee believe to be incontrovertible, in itself proves, '
that-it js‘contrary to the plainest rules of justice, that
- all the sea ports thirough which this commerce flows,
should be controlled by another Colony ; but this is
.. not the only evil of which this Province has to com-
. plain. * The, Legistature of Lower Canada has from
‘time: to-time enacted laws and ‘adopted .regulations
©  applying to the commerce of the Country, which have = -
- in-effect greatly embarrassed the trade.of this Province
. —guch  as imposing restraints in:the export- of its
" lumber, flour; potash; &c.—~and insome instances,
. by the levying of ‘a:directtax, as'in the case of emi~
- grants from thq United. Kingdom, (since expired)—
- and. on lumber passing down the Saint Lawrence.—
- The assumption ‘of these-powers has been cbjected
. to, and on different occasions protested against, by
- the Legislature of Upper Oanada, as thie unconstitu-
tional exercise ‘of power by one Coleny to tax the
. productions of -another, especially as in the. instances
- mentioned, where the articles were merely ip transita
to.and from the Mother Country; these remonstrances.
. however have not ‘been heeded by the Imperial Gov- -
“ernment, to whom ‘they were>addressed, and the
Legislature. of Lower Canada having ceased to.exer~
“cise the funetions' for which it was credted, redress
from that quarter can no.longer be expected. - . -
.. Butby far the most painful motive for respectfully
+ but earnestly urging the imniediate copcession of the .
~clain-of this Province to a Seaport, independent of all

~other control, remuins to be stated, " . -

. = Wpper Cavadi confiding in the permaneiéy o
_ cthe lnstitutions of both P’rovinces, and never supposings
it possible that the state-of andrehy into' whieh'Lower
. Canada hav. bicen thrown by the‘revolt of the disaffce-
" tedthere, and which:so seriously affects: évery branch’
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.. of commerce, and all the sources of wealth and pros- =~
¢ perity-in hoth- Provinces, could have occurred, did not
" ' hesitate to incur a heavy debt for the accomplishment
of internal improvements of vast magnitude and:cor~
* responding value and advantage to the country gen--
- erally, folly relying on the continued .increase of its
. revenue from-~imports at Quebec and Montreal, es
- -well as-its own internal revenue, to discharge the
. interest upon the Joans contracted. - It is-now, how-
. . ever, sufficiently. certain from the state of affuirs in
Lower Canada, that revenue from that guarter must -
. be .greatly dimijnished ; 'and in consequence Upper
Canada finds herself reduced tothe inevitable necessity
“of resorting to'direct taxation, for the purpose of
. maiwtaining its faith with the ‘public, unless it-.can
.- bbtain, without delay, the concession of a plain and
* undeniable right; namely; a-Seaport at which,as inall
- other. countries, ‘the means of raising a revenue pre-.
' gentsitself, frée from the appearance of directtaxation, . -
» and where sach a discrimimation in’the selection of
' articles. for the- imposition of duties can'be made, as
' to, cause whatever burdens may be created, to fall on
' parties best able to bear them. . . . .. . 7
- Apart from thécléim of right to a Seaport, which
Upper Canada confidently and earnestly urges, your.
Cominittee conceive that in granting if, no portion of
Her Majesty’s' Subjects will have the slightest reason’
. to complaiir of injustice..~ It is not asked for purposes - .
. of eppression;’ or to-despoil any party:of dny single”
- right that in ‘equity belongs to theni: on the'contrary, -
. every reflécting and dispassfonite myin musi-be oo~ -
.. vinced; that by the ‘ansexation of the Jsldnd. of Mop- -
trealto UpperCanadd, the ship navigatioi of the Saint . -
- Tuatwrénce would be immediately completed tothat " . -
* pliog-Cthat the improvemeit of the Ottavra; and-other” "
oot chaanels of commereo, ould bo fortmith i
- dortaken and cartied into-effect;, znd thatin shorf ot .
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. of the most effectual and certain measures for restor-

ing prosperity aud contentment throughout the coumry,

" would be. the instant complianee with. this ¢laim. .

Your Comshittee have no reasoit to doubt, mdeed o

tiiey have every reasonto helieve, that at leasta large’

majority of the British populdtion, which the- annex-
“ation of Montreal and the country lying south west of

' the Ottawa and the Chambly Canal, to Upper Canada
would bring within the influence of Enghsh ‘Lawsan
English Institutions, would rejoice at the change that
would be effected by. the measure; and it therefore

remains: with the Tmperial Parliament 'to determine, -
. whether_ the’ entreaty of 450,000 loyal Subjects in. -
- Upper (mnada, to . have'a plain and mdlsputable“ -

" patural right conceded to them, and the corresponding

wishes of  petrhiaps 50,000 of their fellow Subjeets of - -

. like characterin: Lewer Canada, should be refused or -
“ «fer & moment. ueglected -upon the single ground. (your.’
. Committee can imagine no othet) that: the -measure. -

. would be displeasingtoa bedy of persons not exceed~

.- ing'one twentieth of the number of those who demand’ .
it—persouis too, who' have grossly and ungratefully. -
 forfeited all claim to- mdulgence, and who have} proved;
" ~themselves unworthy .of retaining :the ascendancy i

, t["gat has too long been mtmsted to-them. - 0

“Your Commitiee have not hesitated, :in remark— s
y\_{‘.mg upon this all. important subject; to’ express. them-
. .selves with firmness and decision:—not'doubting’ but
~ that our Gracions-Sovereign and the Jmperial Patlia-:
7 Qmentmﬁ ‘nat ascribé the language they have emp&oyed'; -
- to any. factions.-or illiberal spmt, bat- to. the. smgie Al
‘desire," wn{wamgsmess\an@ sineerity, to. pomt out, ﬂaev,

uences 129 then fﬁtme
’,,_‘heBm:sh mwn.‘ ,

,,dmﬂ' g dummsh th& mﬁue Of theg& "

PO




ALt LRy ]
({,. O R GE L e L ot
‘ I ;g\,‘ [ . . A . ’1
¥ v . 9 v i
; 49 o |

© . .Having thos suggested their.views upon the lead- ~

' ing questions which they believe require consideration,
inthe adoption of ‘measures for the restoration of these. -
important Colonies, to a situation in which they may~
recover. from the disastrous. effects of recent rebellion,

-+ your Committee will advert to.a very few points, not

.- necessarily: connected ‘with either of the remedial

. . measnres remarked upon, but which, in their opinion,
are of importance in' themselves, as tending to the .
strengthening and.continuing of their connection with .

: the Parent State.: .

» ot Ist—In the first place, it must now be manifest,
. . that whatever,policy ‘may be adopted with respect-to
Lower Canada;, whether by herself or in ‘connection
- with any. other Colony, an: adequate Civil List must -
- be provided, forthe maintenance-of-the Civil Govern<
. ‘ment,. and- the' efficient administration’ of justice.— -
. Your Committeg indeed have little hesitation in say~
. 'ing, 'that the" relinqhishment. by the Crown;.of the .
. power.of: paying, its :publi¢- servants, independently-

- of an annual vote of the-Assembly, is onesand proba- -

" bly the chief cause: to_which: the. recent rebellion in "

. Lower Canada may ‘be gaeribed. . . . s 0T
;- 2ndi-~"The granting of largé sums of monsyuport .
;. the address of :the' Assembly, ‘at'the commencement
. of each sessionof the Liegislature in Lower Candda,
. and which were' asked ‘for under the pretencé, that "~
* they were fequiréd- to-pay the necessary’ contingeti~. *
.- cies for"eatrying ‘on the ‘business of the Houge, when'
o' inifact it-was well known that they were ‘(at Jedst to. .
-+ aslarge extent) loyed in paying sa

- Members: of the Brit

' tate to.prostitute therhi
' ‘promulgation

al g
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but has, #s is now too apparent, been preductive of
the most :pernicious consequences, in corrupting. the-
moral feeling. of the people of that Province, and
in giving encouragement to. that spirit of revolt, which
Las at length exhibited itself in open rebellion. .
- ."The people of Upper Cunada arc little intercsted
“in the-opinions, entertained of ‘them by such men. us
‘Humre and Roeburk, Leadérand Muleswortli, ‘Fhey
* - place-them in the same scale with Rolph; and Mad:
‘ {:Enzie,*and“ﬂu neombe, in morals-anidin politics—~and
-- -~ 1liey consider themselves justified in believing, thay
- the énme party is. as much disposed. to destroy the
. . Monarchy, and, 8o far. as. these Colonies. are. con-
‘gerned, to effect by treason and rebellion, the dismem- |
‘berment of- tbe“;Empi(ié;« as the other ;—(and to shew.
- with what justice they make this assertion, as respects
~Mr. Hume ‘and-Mr. Roebuck, they refer to their. public.
. and avowed correspondence with the leading truitors
of Upper and Lower Canada.)  But. your.Committee
- conceive, that the Representative -of the Sovereiga.in
' .any British: Colony, should never b permited to
advance the révenues. raised under .the. authority. of
", its-Jaws for the . maintenance and support-of jts, Con~
. stitation: and Government,. for the . purpose’of being
mpeﬁgiané avowedly employed, without the sanction
-of Legislative enactment, by the Democratic branch
- of the Assembly, in pensioning the:-Members of: the +
- lmperial, Parliament to. advocaie and - promoie the
- schemes of a party; who traitorously aiw at revolution. .
. [ "Fhe Roprescntatives. of .the people in, this Pro-
have:never:ventured pon'so fagitions; ai
aposi the foclings' of their constisionts

-



forno other redson, and in the expectation of no other
. - service, than to advance the revolutionary. objecta. of
the fiction that employed him,—has undoubted] y Rad
the effuct of creating flse impressions in the minds.
of many persons in the United Kingdom, .of the trye.
staté .of feeling in both Provinces, and of retarding .
' emigration to thiem, to their, serious ‘disadvantage ;..

. and there is little reason to doubt, but that the con-
stant and repeated advice and ‘encouragement given:
by this'revolutionist to his.employers in Lower Capada,,

" (and by lis political associate, Mr. Joseph.. Humb,. to:
the traitors .of Upper Canada,) to persevere in, their’
«cfforts 10 rid themselves of their connection with the, . :

. Parent:Btate, greatly influenced those ‘of weak and .
v, ‘Wayering minds, to Join in a rebellion, -that has re-
8nled in fheir individual ruip, the’ shedding .of the
.. blood of their -fellow:beings, aud - the - distress “and <
;  misery of the Country generally, - ..~ e

S Neit gr”c&ah*ydup‘Gdtﬁmi'ttee"dmi,t‘“ob'sérviu'g;‘ that -

-~ ‘“wi,ﬁi,rtlfa'%‘;&;ﬁ@éﬁtsmiqf}zﬁg;m‘anly and spirited speech
" Mt. Spring Rice; when' Secretary ‘of State for the -

: " Obldnigs, delivered in the Haus’enbffcommoﬁ;‘”iﬁim%;"

o ¢ dllasjon’ to ‘the infumons’ letter of ‘M. Josepn

. Howg, ‘to his APPIOPRIATE Correspondent; Witysanm .~ -

e Lk

¢ o

Maoxenug, the Fuoirive Trarvox from Upper - . -
side-in. which ho openly and traitoroudly arged
of this Province to imitate the éxatipls.

onies in o thirow
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heard_jn.the House of Commons or elsewhere~—it.
might be of signal benefit to the cause of humanity, if

. their power were sometimes let Hoose, even'in-these
days. ..o

+ . 8rd.~Your Committee now beg leave to-draw
the attention of ‘your Honorable House_to a’ snbject,
to which they attach very great importance, and which
is:suggested in.some degree by the observations con- .

- tained in.the preceding paragraph, viz.—the. represen- -
tation of the North Anierican Colonies in the House'
of Commops, by: Members chosen by themselvesi—
'Ehe.conée&ign,o) this important point on the part of
the Parent Staté, would; your Committee are:.con-
.vinced; be-attended with numerous 1aﬁd~‘i‘ncqléﬂl&h&b
advantages. ' In the’ first place, it would sttengthen
‘the link that now binds the loyal inhabitants of these’
Provinces to the Mother Country, by giving to them -

- . a_share in'the deliberations of the Councils: of the
Kingdom—by readeriug more distinct dnd, obgious
the.common interest that unites them-—and byshewing .

- that they-are in reality a part'of that Great Empire in
. ,ehich get centres the hopes of mankind; for the pre- -
" gervatien’ and’ protection of ‘the civil: and: religious -
.- liberties: of ‘the world ;—their. patriotic_and praise~
' worthy. pride would be encouraged;. and théir station
" “would be exalted. in"their'own estimation, as well:as,
- ip-that of the- British Nation, -Tnr the next place; it
~would place,within the reach.of the Tmperial Govern- -
- ment and Parliament, the best and most satisfactc
. means of obtaining information upon -subjects
- nected with the trade and general interests, of |

>
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' blyof the respective Colonies,and afford opportunities
* for repelling the false and gnauthorised Statements of .
such Members of the Houge of Commons, g might
" vefiture upon declaiming upon the character and feel-
ings .of a people, who abhor their political sentiments,
and ‘whose ‘notions of Government _are utterly. at
- variance with those entertained by 'urgﬁuthorisédjahd;
| ignorant intermeddlers in thejr affairs. - e
Bhould this suggostion. be adopted by your Hono-
rable' House, arid, at you r.desire, by the Imperial Parlia. x
. ment-—ag quComvmitteg earnestly hope it maym..’
‘t}fey?”oﬁ’er' itt-as‘i‘_thrgip‘opi‘rilon,‘ that the re resentation
‘of the Colonies shonld be limited to two . rom each.of .
. the Provinces’ of Upper and. Lower Canada, Novg |
© . Scotia, and New Brunswick, and one from each of the
j I’éhﬁ’dsoﬁ‘NéWfép_@@lanQkqnd Cape Breton—that they -
'~ shoald'be elected in jointassembly by the Legislative
Cougcils and Houses. of Asseinbly of .gach Colony, ' -
.at 'iﬁf}:c’zxﬁméﬁgem@t‘ of every new. Assembly, and - .
u)ééfﬁ’*t‘ini;éfgl\iéﬁibersufim;,ix”mbnths@fter the dissolution -
©of the Assembly of the Colony for which they were -
i 4th.—The next 'fsjzggéstidngto}- which your Com- .
 mittee beg to draw the attention of your Honorable . <
‘(qu;se,fi.‘,i;s’,’thﬂﬁiejcesgi’fygﬁnow too’ painfully 33
.o keeping up a tespectabi
- Provinces,’ 7 L
o Tt mUSE be sufficiently
ve, that this ‘desire. 1§
proceed from-any '




. pitates- and’ fugitive .traitors,, and. outlaws;

54
- Unsted States q/’ America, boasung of the supenonty
ofits lnsm"m:ans over those of évery other Country,
~ has. the | power of controuling its citizens within limits
‘essential 1o thesmaintenance of peace, and the hopor-
able performance 9f treaties solemnly entered mm by
it with’ Foreign Powers. The og¢cupation and eén-
quest of Texas in the south, and the assembling of an-
armed force on its western fmnner, openly vecruited
in its principal cities and towus, ‘commanded by its |
citjzens, and by themalso :wpphed thh arms, ammu-
Tition, cloatliing, money and provisions, and transpor-
ted ‘in’‘the “presence .of, and. unrestrained - (if not
- encouraged) by its Magns;rates arid Public Officers; in
‘steam boats and other vessels into ihis Province, and
“Tatided’ in it for the avowed purpose of everthrowing
the ‘Government,:and wresting the. Colony from the
- Crown’of Great Br:tam, sufﬁcuenﬂy proyve, thamf the:
' ‘countties bordering on the United -States desire to’
*protec‘t: ‘themselves from the- inroads ‘of free};thers,

1ey must
~ Took for. secarity to: theirown ﬂeem and armies; and "
_not fo.the hoinorable forbearance- of tﬁe American .
people, or-the eﬁicnency or moral xnﬂuencef of theu: \

Gmamment . 1

" i makmg tbese statements* your OOmmu;tBe db; :

ot £ that before preférring chargesso setiots in
. théir nature agamst a. fore:gn power, they sh ouid h&ve
- ample proof of ihieir m;th It wouﬁd tI '\‘become a'our;\ :

s lgh
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will, if necessary, be collected by the proper authori-
ties; and witl be taken into the calmn consxderatmn of
that Nation that makes no boast of its adherence; w
national faith, or -of its power to pumsh those w}
violate. itemeiShe w0ill do her duty; and require others to

- do-theirs, in every matter that concerns her interest -
or.her honor.. In, the mean time your Committee re-

-iterate, that because. the loyal people. of these Pro=
vinces have no faith either in the ability or inclination
of the Government of the United States, to compel its -
citizens to yield ebedience to the laws of nature emd
of pations, and for no-other reasun, they are driven to
claim the. protection of a mlhtary furce from our Gra*

: clous Queen. o :

. 5th.~=Your Commu.tee feel that the dtity wthat
) has been assigned to, them by your Honorable House,
* would be smperfecﬂ»y performed if they omiitted notice
. of theinefficiency imputéd by a large class of the most .
. intelbigent.of our-fellow Subjects; to that department
. of Her Majesty’s Government in England, to which
;- . ‘the’ administration of the affairs-of the Coleniés. ire:
" emmsted .In the observations. your Committee may
offer on' ﬂm head: of their 4 inquiry, they.cannot 90 dise (
. tinetly.disclaim any desngn to place on recorda word -
. orsentiment;:that is ot dictated by the single feelmg
.. of ‘patrietism,, and .in"that - light  they have no’doubt
. yout Hauamhl& ‘House will receive their opinions,and -
| ifa opted &r smit; them to ‘oHit’ Soverelgn.

ises, fmm a;hecfreqnén }

o ‘ ;fy({f State, 19 whoni: the,"
s!%pmm?éa s ﬂiméad:: ,Smce‘tbe’ 3
s ‘B“u«thur&t« : ‘that chiar,
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difference. from that of his predecessor, This fre- -
quency -of change in itself, almost-inevitably entails -
two evils. First—An imperfect knowledge of the -
affairs of the Colonies, on the part of the Chief Secre-.
tary, and -the consequent neeessity of submitting the
direction of important details to the subordinate Offi-
cers of the Department; and .second—The- want ‘of .
stability and firmness. in the general policy of the
Government, and which: of course creates much un- .
easiness on the part of the Govérnors.and other Officers

~ ofthe Colenies, as to what nicasvres may be approved.

- "But undoubtedly by far the greatést objection to
the ‘system is the imposstbility it occasions, of any .
Colgnial Minister, unaided by persens possessing local -
knowledge, becoming acquainted with the -wants,
" wishes, feelings and prejudices, of the inhabitantsof .
" the" Colonies, during his temporary continiiance 'in .

. office; and: of deciding satisfactorily upon the conflict:
" ingstatements’ and .claims that are brenght'before
~him: " A firm, “unflinehing resclution to adhiere to the

" prineiples of the Constitution; and to mantain-the just
" . and necessary power of the Crown, would do much.

. towards'supplying the want of local information ; but
. itwould be:performing more than can be reasonably . =

. .. expected;from: human ‘sagacity, if-any man or'setof .

en}'should aly ecidé i an wnexceptionable:man- - -
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>* To these. objections it”may be answered, thas
although the €hief Secretary of State retires with a
change of  Ministers, the Under Secretaries, (ot

‘at all events one of them) and the other subordinate -
Officers of the Department, remain and- hold their
offices permanently, and. therefore ipformation upon

all subjects can be readily imparted to the superior by

the gentlemen who are thus retained, and it may be .
admitted, that the knowledge of this fact ought to - -

' lessen. the force of the objections that rest on other

_grounds; but it cannot be disgnised that there isa
- growing . impatience and unwillingness on the part of
Colonists, especially in these extensive Provinces, to-

have the measures of Government, whether connected’

* with.their general system of Government, Legislation

~ or patronage, controled by persons who are utter,

- strangers to them, not responsible in any way to them- - -
selves, or to the British Parliament; and who perhaps
being advanced to. their office’ froi length of service,

" or.other like cause; ‘@re--not ‘regarded as competent
: '(perhaps iunjustly) to manage and direct: measures . -
.. which they.(the Colonies) deem. of  vital importance.. -
M{_xvgiju:pg{tpb\i‘s feeling may be traced to pride~but it is: -
a: pride-that springs from an hoporable and laudable = -
- feeling, -and  always - accompanies self-respeet; true . .
~ ‘patriotism, and Jove (of country, and it therefore ought - -
- not;tobe disregarded, nor should aby attempt’be made "
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.~ . Governors distinguished for emineat abilities and high
character, have not been within a very short time with-.
. drawn, or, who'have:not been compelied 1o resign their -
_affice, in consequence of some disagreement. with the-
"~ Colonial Secretary: but as your Committee ‘are not
Possessed of any official information upon which ‘they -
can yenture to remark, on- the causes 'of these disa-
greeiments in other Colonies, they will confine-them-
selves to o merq. reference ta'the recall of Sig Johg
;. .Colborne, and Bir Francis Head, in this Province,
andgthey lament that there is too much réason to.
. adopt the.sentiments expressed by the other branch of -
the Legislature, that the connection of each of these
- .distinguished Officers . * with the Government of this °
. Colony has scemed incapable of being protracted, with
satisfaction to themselves, beyond the period. when it
beécame evideut ihat - nd. submission would ‘be made
by themto a:spirit of factious discentent, which nothjng
_can apgease but the destraction of British rule.”:. But
.yout. Committeo forbear adding any thing 1. the
. Opinion they have already expressed in a previous part .
. of this report, of the policy and justice «f these renio-

3

.. vals, further:than 1o declare, that the measures Jately -
- .. taken with respect ta this Province, ~and. which have .
- yesalted in the resignation of the Gaverament by Bir

Francis Head, have more than “ever established the: \
. .conviction,

that ‘to ensure, confidence in the.wisdom |
e of Her Majesty’s Government, some,
muist. be effocted in the adwministration of ihe .

be Colonial Department. . "~ %/, .

| ‘uvQf)@gﬁﬁ!{gﬁ!@ﬁh&eiﬁé“thq{*tﬂiéjé,ﬂjmwm' -
éif}igs%"Mu;iﬁédiyyﬁﬁ;zgt,grgmmgr"‘ s -

' portant Coloiesiin|the :
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poae(i of a Preszdvm,&who heing a bubmet Minister
may be removable on.a change of Administration of
. the . Government) assisted by gentlemen of ksown -
probity. and talent, selected; it not altogether, at least, -
in patt, from the Colonies, and who should retain their -
offices_notwithstanding a'change of Ministry: and—.
-~ third, ‘baving selected gentlemen of undoubted abilit
‘and mtegmy, to fill-the office of Governor, to extem{
" to them a liberal and generous share of confidence— .
to rely upon theit horior, and follow their suggestions,
-and- not. deprive-thein of office so: soon as. they are
“found to- differ with;" or arg anreasonably confylained _ 5" »
agamst by the faction that happens to be in the ascen- ;
~ dent in the Assembly, or out of it.. Had this confi-

/- dence been accorded from the time of Lord Dalhousie’s .

" admisistration to’ the present day, your Consriittee -

have nmhesuatmn in-declaring it to be their, ﬁrm be-
lwf, %hal: the hideous mbeﬂ(on ‘that has broken tmtm
. Low ‘ “'7”; ,onld*'aever have occurred. :

- our Cammmee here closé their observatiogs. an S
, tfm “past ‘political history ‘of these Colonjies—“the . -
{ % causeswhich haveled to'the recentunnatural reyolt-—
. ‘“ikieevils that haVe resnlted from it——and the measires =
“nec’ ary- to guard and protect us from the recar- *
.+ *repcetof Vcalamltyh.,/ ‘They have endeavoured
form this important duty 1o the.satisfactiom of
onorable Honse, andthe, beneﬁt of their conntry ;. "~ .
venot hesitated to.state their opinions fenrlessly.
icglly, upon.every ‘question that appenm!
mand investigation, and to employ lan= ' .:
guments which free- fmm aﬂ agmbigaizy,
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. involves farless difficulty than¥y many British States-
meny (some of them of great eminence), appear to.ap- .
~prehend. Recent events have proved how ardently
the 600,000 inhabitants of Upper and Lowsf Candda,
of British descent, desire to continug subject to the
. British Crown; ncither should it be denied, that thete -
. may be many of Frénch origin who are sincere in their -
wish to perpetuate the connection. ~This fact being
-established, it must, your Committee conceive, be ad-
. * mittéd a3 undeniablé, that nothing more is required o
‘ _ condact the Government with-harmony and efficiency,
| ) /&% thanigadhering to established law, and administering .
' justice in the spirit-of benevolence and Kindness, but
. with:unwavering firmuess and resolation. =~ ¢~

-7 77
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"7 'There was a time,—your Committee trust it is,
‘v npw passed—when opinions wers entertained by met
of ‘iﬁggiénce and bigh station in Eingland, that separa- .
tion from. the Parent. State, and cpdnection with the
neighbouring Republic, was desitéd by the people’of
‘the Canadas: and' there is reason to" apprehend that

Sy 040D elie S o B

- thiz'opinion has had a most injurious influence among -
: - those entrusted with the#ffairs of these Colonies.

. """ Tn the year 1828, James. Stephen, Esquire, then
. . Cotmsel, and since advanced to the office of Under
-+ Secretary of Btateto the Colonial Depaitment, in his
- .evidence before the Select Committee, of the House -
_of Comtiions, ‘on the affairs of Canada, advanted the.
following opinions with reference fo these Provinces: -
“Phe ties by  which the ‘people aré bound to their .
s ¢ «Sgvereign, are not of the sime strong ard enduring -
-~ ,#character a§ thé>corresponding obligations between
¢ .t tho Kig and the people of the o1d Kuropssi Stites.
7w Rt is jpossible to ‘sipposé the Canadians dread -
,, ethat L

- A
[P

: ~e
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-
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« asserted in North and South  America, that revolt
.« can scarcely be estéemed in those Continents as crimv-
. tmal or disgraceful. Neither does it seem to me. o
« that the sense of national ‘pride and importance iy
.. ““in your favout.=~It cannot be regarded as an enviable
- “ distinction, to remain the only dependent portion of -
“the mew world.” . T T o
" 'Your Comniittee -readily imagine, that at the
. time Mr. Stephen biazarded the opinions.contained in -
-~ this extraet from his evidence, he did not sufficiently
. advert to-the vicions construction that might be placed
.. upon-them ; and they have no. doubt but that he wilj s
. experience unmized pain and. regret, when he learns
. that the opinions thus iscautiously advaneed by him,
were quoted, by, the leading traitor in this Province, |
and placed at the head of the last paper he: pnblished R
before he-opéaly engaged in rebellion, as a test from,
- whieh_be argued, not only that “revolt in these Pro-
~ “vinces conld not be regarded as criminal or disgrace-
- “ful”. but that such was the recorded and deliberate”
. opinion of Her Majesty’s Under Secretary of State
» “for the Colonies: and moreover, that the same distin- -
. -guishéd gentlemdn bad -declared, that it % cannot be
“considered an enviable distinetion, .(for the N. A.
“ Colonies) to- remdin the only dependent ‘portion of
~“iheinew world”. T T T
L “Your Lommittee pretend not to say, that any
individual was' influeniced. by the use made. of Mr.
- Stephen's -opinions—they. hope ‘ptherwise; but.they K
well know, that their promulgation bas excited a deep .
feeling of regret in the minds.of a very numerous and -~ -

¥espectabls class.of the learned gentleman’s fellow-.

, Subjeets;in- these-Provinges, and has led many tacon- -~ .
- sider whether past_mal-addiisistration ‘of our affaies.
may vot fairly be attributable to the influence, neces- .

sArily exercived by '
i

persoit halding his highly respon- -

' confidential stuntion in Downig: Sirest, -

oo e P A T
- = %, et L
N . ~
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and if so, whether ‘that influence can’be continucd
without-danger to 'our future prosperity. . .- | Ny
'~ When Mr. Sieplien expressed. the opinian, that.
it could mot:be regarded-as“an enviable distirction,
- for these Provinces. to vemain' the only dependoit
- portion ‘of the new'world, lie ‘was cssentially misins .
formed ‘of the true feelings of the people -of : Upper
‘Canada generally, and of thuse of British origin in
the othier Provinces —They have ever considered it as
... an enviable distinction, 10 be deperident on the mighty
~ and enlightened Empire to which they belong.—Titey
. . considér that-dependence as.theirbest seeurity against
. infidelity, ]awless outrage, and corrupt government.~—
© . "Phey. sée in it the broad distinction that, marks a
peoplé who submit to the salutary control of the wisest ~
laws ever enacted by human authority for the benefit
~.of man, and of a nation thatday- by day exhibit proofs -

- -of'its-rapid-approach to a state-of ‘anarchy, arising
froui' the- weaknes. of its Government, and the: turiglt
of.political distraction i which its peo ple:are continu-~
‘ally kept, by those baneful influences 1o which your j

. . Committee has already adverted, viz.—anntial ‘elec-
- tions~—nniversal suffrage—and vote -by. ballot;—and -
" the power that these vicious elements of discord iplace
*_in'the-hands, of the least. cnlightened, ‘to control.the

.+ 'more intelligent and respectable.: . 1 SRR FRTC
/% Your Committee might advert to’ the frigh ful |
. degraditionexhibited by the people.of the Southers’
. Btates, ariging from the existence of Slavery; andithé .
.- nuer disregard ‘of the anthority ‘of. laws continuully
' displayed by the jnbabitants of the west, in thie homi .
[ cides ‘and mirders: conimitted, -under circumetanpes

h




more -sedate and wealthy inhabitants of the States .
lying north and east of the Alleghany mountaius,
“would rejoice to fiad 1hemselves once more under thi
protectmn of a Mumrchy such as England, as thei
only.. certain security from the dévastation of a revolu-
tion; which, whether accomplished by force or other-
‘wise; they plainly see must-at no very dtstant permd
| oVertake them. - :

- If any thing' were wanting to lmnn conviction
: mthe mind of any man,’ of the truth of these opinions;
it,i8 ‘presented in the redent conduet of the peaple of
" the Republic, rind of the Chief Officers of their State
* and’ General Guvernment, with.respect to these Pro-~ .
vinces, ‘and - to’ which- your’ Commitiee have already
‘ ‘aidverwd ~That condact, u ungeperous and perfidious:
- &8 4t is, has establislied -in the minds of the ktyal
. - Bubjects of our gracious Queen, not only.a repugnance
' to,’but an iutenge hatred. of the'institutions of & Coun-
. iy that either.cannot or 'will .not restrain its citizens
" from the most. barbatous. apd. atroclous vwlfanons bf
the laws ‘of God and man: ‘

- "Thete is but'one other pomt to wlm.h your (mm-
_ ',mmee feel it necessary towmakg,ﬁ; aﬂtfsmn, and itis

- . a/deeply interesting one ;—they mean the ¢ opinion that: * -
- haw, baénaﬁsquentiy and cunﬁdem}y advanced in‘this. ;‘
" jGountryand inEngland, that the continuance of the con= * -
nection now-existing botween theNorthAmencan Pro-, ..~ -
»»vx‘nuesc and the Parent tate,1s not desired by thelatter. = .
It unnecessary fur yout Committee to say, that the ', "
. ngzair &itlects«‘ Hér- Mages%y‘ mterly ‘diseredit this*
i tiow, and:believe it to. be akogether nnfons &eﬁ, Y

e. Wberr it is remembered that-although . -
me-it,

3 ~

R
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- Comihittee have Jittl, “doubt:

T
, \gisitiedv its ports from Europe.did not probably pkce@affT —
half & dozen in the course.of the year, it was, never- . -

b

 theless, considered the mast important conquest of the:

Bﬂﬁi;isharmsédun‘i‘ng the then existing war, it cenpet be.
believed, that.after having nourished and maintained it.
until it has attained to the importance of an Empire~—:
its population incréased from less than 70,000 to more:
than one million of souls—consuming the fabrics and.
manufactures of the United Kingdom to the-amonat of
millions—paying for them by the products of its fields, -
and. forests—and - employing .more than a thousand
British- Ships and vessels in its commerce, that &t the,
.very.moment when the vast expenditure and genéraus .

< falan

protéction that has bronght it to this state of maturity, -

. i3 aboat- to be' repaid, by the increased value ol jts,

2 oL

" trade, and exhaustlégs fisheries—and the resourcetit.

_ensures ia the event of 4 foreign war, for the supply. .
“of timber and other indispensable ‘materials required’ -
by tlie Navy of the Empire, and: for other national ob-
.Jeets, that it could enter into the. imagination: of any. .~
Statesman, having the slightest pretensions ’to the,
character ‘of a Patriot, or who wished,to uphold the ~
honor.of the QFQ.’W,'?% * {“Qﬂ\fﬁwnﬁ‘é the wealth and power -

P B '~

of the Kingdom, weel suffor-such @’ medsyre 10 ‘re-

L

ceive: his sanction, as'the voluntary.relinquishinen
:the Sovereignty of Canada, or any pottion.of Bri
Norih'‘America ;. _and in ' the confidence ‘that su

must be:the sentiinents of  the BmlshNntmn, ’

tish

i
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“any people that can justly elaim her protection; and
when it is brought to mind, that ¢ne portion of the vast
.. ~increase"in 'the popalation of’ these Provinces, is by -
* - immigration of our felow Subjects from the Unitell’
Kingdom, who .have been. encouraged to seek an:
asylum here, and jnvest their capital in its commerce,
under - the full agsurance, that ds' British' Subjeéts, -
. they would be maintained in their rights and privi-
leges as such ; and that another portion is composed
-+ of those loyal men and their descendants, who in'the .
contest that ended in the separation of ‘the'now Upited
- States from the' British Crown, adhered to their =
. allegiance—and shed their blood—and forfeited their - . -
estates, rather than unite themselves with traitors— .
there can be no reason—no! not the slightest—for
believing, that we' shall: be ungeneroasly discarded,
"-.".a9 has been desired; and therefore’ asserted, by the
" “enemies of our peace and ‘the honor of England ;— -
- #nd there is the less reason for apprehending, this,
- when proof so undenjable_can be pointed to, as that -
* . which has recently been given, that like their fathers, .
. inthe American Revolution, she inhabitants of Canada: '
- of . British-origin,- are ready, at the;sacrifice of every’
" “earthly possession, to maintain”™*"THE vNITY OF THE | ./
o B T et e T T
© 1. AWl which is respectfully submitted. - . .-
- Commitice Room, House of Assembly,

’

Cx !
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February 8th, 1838,
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. APPENDIX. / . .
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. " A Mowmmz., 26th January, 1888. '
Deag S, o :
e As Mr. Badgley had wot time to answer yout:‘leuer of .
’ the 15th mstant, befone his departure forLondon, I have <ion the -
- honor of transmunng to you certain tables in dlustrauon of the
' pnuted pamphlet, - - \ sy
. . ‘From table A, you will see, that accoxd}ng to the present sub-
xhvrsmn of -the Province -into Counties, consmnencres ‘decidedly -
Enghsh, retura 15 representatwes; and from: table B, you may- /'
discover, that dccardmg to the proposed sub-d:vxs:ou of the prinjed
-, pamphlet, such constituencies would Jmnmdxately return 25 repre- . .
seumtwes.‘ You will also' perceive, that consmuendies decidedl-y
F rench, ot nauonally doubtful,“must return 7, represenmm' 3 in f ‘
" the- former case, and ‘61 in the’ latter. The natmmxﬂy doubtfui
constntubnctes, whxeh of - course ate &mly ’bec(:mmg more anﬂ more LT
Anghﬁed are”- those of the West Ward of Montreal, the Uppe: and . .
- Lower van of Quebec; the Comﬂy of, Beuahamoxs,, and ‘the, - o
e Town of Willjam' Hem'y, and’it may no& ‘bé amiss to menuon, ‘thas. E
. " there s at this moment, an English representative for each division'.
#of Q&ebec. Yow will further. observe, that the grachml enctease af
" representation, as comemplated by the pnnted pamphlet, woul& bq
ubnost exclusxwl by Enghsh ! : g
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appeal to the prmted pumph]et ; and I may add, that 1he proposx-
tion of the prmted pamphlet has been embodxed in the mstrucnons ‘
of our - Agents) Mr. ‘Moffatt and* Mr: Badgley. All thaf'we ask i s,
that you may co-opemle with us in the good cause, and. demaud for
yourselves whatever ‘nay. seem" requisite to the common secunty\of
yoar P.rovmce, and of the Empire. .. . .
_The table ‘B, shews the pumber_of m-embers that mll be
" returned according to the proposed new division of Conties i in lhe
appendxx of- the prmted pamphlet. bemg' " o British & Frensh.’
- LT 25 & 6L, .
. . The Conmles of Hull aud Sheﬂ'ord of this divi- ‘
.+ sion, havmg a population, accondmg to estimation m%" .
March 1886, “of 8, 190 & 8,217, will probab‘y have: 7 .
, .000 each at the .next elecnom and be- entitled to aan T
unothpz member,.-..,..............,............ 2 & ,‘0 x

PR

.

4

o "sg?'-;,,‘ "-‘27&,61 o
Accor&mg to “the prmcxple then‘e Imd dow*n, each Pn;vmce

wmﬂd hava an equal representatmn 5, and ‘the nauonal ongm of’ t.he o

’ consutuencms would be as follows: | " .. .- “British & Freneh,
‘ Upper Canada,.....}..........\;............. 86 & .0,
'LowerCanada,..........‘......a....‘....,.. 25 &. 61

-

o
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‘Feuda] Tenure. When, however, these membe:s are returned by * .

i " APPENDIX. v

Brmsh majormes,_there will be nine toadd to the num,ber of Bmlsb

and to deduct from the French members, with the following reM;. : -

. . \ . . .. Bndsh&:!‘mch. '

Upper Cﬂﬂﬂdd, e2sencescsreininnnne

TR

) Do,  do. expected fiom Hull,. vorenandaiien,

M ) po. B d?- dOo ¢ dOa Sheﬂ'ord,.'......-u"‘

. Y
SR o e 1&sz
‘ Evenmal supposed Brmsh majority, 70 members. ; - )
o : ) I’am, e : ‘ e S
T Dear Sieg '
. W Yourivery obeduanl servant, . ' .-
S e " P.MeGILE, . .
T & Chaarman, Mantafal Com:mwml Anocumm.

T«nuas McKn, Esqmre, M. P,/ L
. . -Ta'mntm o w !

> Fy
R

»
> r. n W-,\
e ,J,.m'g.» ‘:J N

e 86& 0
Lower Canada,...,.......................... 34 & 52
1& 0 %
1& .0 0
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" . STATEMENT, shewingthe wmber of British and French Mombers of t§0 Huuss of Ausembly
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‘RETURN of Members to the.House‘ofAssemb)y accor;iing to the new Division-of Counties, in

. -APPENDIX.
‘MEMEBERS
. CENSUS!_returnable by
. . Square British & Fronch
. ‘{,c' _miles. or Constituencies.
5 1831 =
= [BRITISH. FRENCH.
Number of Members hrouvht forwnrd, o ’- ceseseloresanel 13 63
Upper ToWN,eeee vees Heveasd] 2
City of Quebec, ’ % Lower Town,eive.es. g Veesed] 2
37 CoumyofRnnouskl,................‘.... 8,840 .10,061..,...] 2
. o~ :
38 SUZUEDNF, cervren versrereenee b 2agg|” O3 iien| 2
39 Bnn:lvemure ceesnaresnevenesse| 4,108 8309.,,... 2
40 Gaspe, tesesececasrssanassasssl 3,281 5,003 "2
"40|Counties. 15 75

the Province of Lowsr Canada, contained in the Appendix to “A Representation on the
ngulaxwe Union of the Prov.nces of Upper and Lower Canads, by the Constitutional
Associdtion of the Gity of Montreal, published on ghe 23rd Mai‘ch, 1837."

MEMBERS -
returnablo by-
) British & Freach
L. Square. POPULATION. _Constituencies.
5 miles.
'§ Cm'nu; ot" Census of!i :: 0::11: . ’
< Y625, | 183L. | 1836 BRITISH.|FRENCH.
The Counties of— . : -
1j Ottawa, (besides waste lands,)- | -635 693 1,632|....... 1
2| Hulf, = -do. do. 620 803; 2,543 3,290 1
3 Clarendo'n, do. do. 53410 - 599/ -1,3300 1
4] Chatham, .ecoevvecenenos 728 38,570 6,935l...0a0.] 2
5| Terrebonne,..cvavvroseea.| 563 28,699 29 046 cleaeened 2
6] LTAssomplion,eesceaseans 876! 19,275 20.791|. cesees] 2
7} Berthier,ssucoeeicainnaa..] 8348 15,935,20,--0-..-.‘--...'...‘ ‘2
8! Kitkenny, (besides wostelands,)} - 918 480, 1437.......
9| Chambly, seeveneieeesayn. 400| 27,924] 27.602... ... lc0uven] T 2
10| Laprairie,ceceneesececveas| 488 28,286(-29916\.......{..,...] 2
11} Beauharnois, ceoevevceeeeel” M7 eceescd] 16867 000 iiiee]. 2 -
12! Veaudreuil; . cesenanae 3300 11,144 I3 1 oviiileviene] . 2
13| Richelieu,eneveesee . 473 156896 17,365, eeieesl 2
14‘Rouvtll«,......,...... vees 683 21,010} 22,905 eeeen] 2
15] Missisquol, eoeeees coiannns 421 9,676 13,710, ......] 2
16} Sheflord, .couesccecsoecsea 60Z] 1,438 25634 3317 1. .
17| Brome, vesesieossossacnss 420 2,580 5,69%....00 2
18 Staustead, «vouoveeniioeast . 458] 5,956 8,18M.......0 27 |»
Carried forward,cccesessasssossosssasnssrssvessaoase

18
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Brought forward, ...,
19} County of Montreul, ...,
City of do. West Ward,.;
Do. dv. Bast Waud, ..
Town of William Henvy,, .,
20t County of St. Mauriee,. ..
L Town of Three Rivers,.., §
- { The Counties ofs= -
21| Champlain, coveeavenvona,
29! Youmnska, cveveerenenn .
23} Lotbiniere,ceeesii'ennesnes
24| Drummond, e eeeeerienaes
25| Blandford, ceveeeninneenal
26!‘ SHerbrooke,vsuvey conseans

QU Enfield, cievniiiiansanian.
28] Middlesex, veeeievnennnne.
29 Warcester, ... caes
Town of Sherbrocke,..v...
"The Counties.of—

. 30} Megantic,ceniainnanait,

3}} Devon, v.o0e
32| Dovcchester, o
33{ Beauce,..,. .

B4 Woblrn,e e eeerecaennven.

85| Bellechasse, cevuecvaanaaa,
86 LiIslet, coneainiccrsrnnnes

87 Kamouraskat, coevae aveesn

. 3%{ Ramouski, .. cerens

Y Portneuf, coveeicesnrneren
. ﬁ&?&n MIbOC, .eoeuiiienaiiien,
= T City of do. Upper Town,. ..

Do. do LowerTown,...

including the Island of
Orleans,eceee s 6uiavas
42} Saguenay, cvocsvresinsens

- 7896 .
41} County of Montmorenci %

43! Bonaventure,cveqees sseess|,

4 Gaspe, cesestacrarracensal

i
9510

sesese s

- 783
454
45t
827
%63
BHSH
808

‘828

1,47¢
1776
3,044
4,324
8,840
. 8,640
14,246

csseney

7,465,

72,5700
4,108
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1041

U802 249
1) ORI
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87,085
15679

LR R I

7 5,891
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181
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1,346
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3,457
Cge
16.656

EEAUE R
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10,061,

12,350
36,173
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536
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PETITION,

Of the Presidont and Bacrotary of the Coristitutional Sosisty of Montreal

——

To the Knights,Citizens and Burgesses, of thé Province of Upper .

- Canada, in Provincial Parliament assembled.

The Petition of the undersigned, for themselves, and in behalf of
~ the Constitutipnal Association of Montreal— '

. Rcspcctfull y represents to your Honorable House :—

: ~ 'That anarchy and confusion have set the laws at defiance,
and destroyed the harmony and quiet of social life ; that sedition
and rebellion, fullowed by d(rocmus murder, mbbery and rapine,

" huve loudly ptoclmmed themse!ves in the ‘most popu!ous and pros-
perous portion of Lower Canada ; and that.the rights, the interests
and the property, of the Provineial Inhabitants of British origin,

have been jeopardized, by the desngns of a rcvolut:onary Freuch

faction, madly bent upon their déstructioz.

- That «in order to expose the real views and designs of that
.fuctlon, the Consutuuonal Association of Montrenl have undertaken’
the important duty of explaining to your Honorable House, as suc- |
cienctly as the nature of the subject will admit, the real cause of the
discontent which has. called into being the active dlsturbances at

* - preseiit most ‘unhappily, andat_the. same time most unjustifiably,

existing.in this Province, and of appeali-g to the sympathy of yout
" Honorable House in behalf of the inhabitants of British origin in
Lower Canada—for the protection of their rights as British Sub-
jects—the maintenance of the Provincial connection with the Parent
State—and the dcquirement, from the justice of the Imperial Go-
'vernmem, of -those remedial measures which will prevent a recur-
reuce of existing disorders, and secure the prospernv and improve-
ment of the Colony.
At the conqueslof the Province of Quebec by the Brmsh arms,.
" the greater.proportion of its inhabitants chose 1o temain in the Pro-

vince, trustiog, to the gemerosity of their- Conquerors, rather.than to -

return to the. coumry ‘of their ascestors; they became British Sub-
jects by the mere fict of their Provincial resu]ence, and subsequent” "
- civil and political. benefactions conferred upon them, demonstrated
their well-placed trust in the generosity of the British Government,

.
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“The full exercise of their religious worship—the complete en-
Joyment of their ancient civil laws—and the undisturbed use of their
native language, were among the number of civil and social. privi-
leges guaranteed to them; and political privileges df equal extentto
those enjoyed by the British Provincial mhabltdnts, were, in addi-
mm, subsequem]y ‘bestowed upon them, ‘

The uncongeniality of (e Fiench laws, as a system of Provin~
cial Civil Junspmdenee, with the spirit and feelings of British set-
~tlers, and their.expressed desire for a change, from the petty tyranny
of a Governor and Council to the freedom of a Representative’
" Provincial Government, procured. still” greater advantages for the
French Canadians. - In the year 1791, the division of the Province
of Quebec into the two separate Provinces of Lower “Canada and
: Upper Canada, was carried into effect, and a Constitation similar
to that of the Pareat State was. conferred upon each, whilst at the
‘same time umversal suffrage was, in effect, granted 0 thexr inhabi-
tants, .. o
‘It was concewed that lhxs measure, by whxch one dxvxsxan
should cons:sl, as much as possible, of those who were well inclined
" to the English laws, and the other, of those-who' were attached to
_the French laws, was best.adapted to put an end o all disputes of -
a legal sort—to- reconcile the jarring interests and opposite views
of the Provincial mhabnants—-to prevent a great degree of animosity
“and confusion, from theit roated opposition of interests—and to
ohviate’ dlssausfacuon from a great ascendancy of one party over -
another in a Umted Lemslalure. Two obJectmns to the measure
‘were, however, neglected by the Minister. of the day—that it fostered
a population of forexguels in a British Colony, and that'it contained -
no provision whereby the inhabitants of the British Islands should
be totally” excluded from setiling themselves i in Lower Canada,
*  The experience of fifty years.of separation between - the Pro-
~ vinces, and the present insurrectionary and seditious spirit exhibited
" in Lower Canada, plainly show how far the advantageous results -
anticipated from that impolitic and undesxred measure have been
~ realized. ) : : : :
- The possession of the, nght of almost umversal suﬂ’rage, and of
a numencal popu]ar majority of the Provincial constituency, gavt
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the complete command of the Representative branch of the Legis-
Yature to the Frénch Capadians, who soon exhibited a perfect know-

ledge of their advantage, and of that exclusive spir it which has since
mvauab]y acivated all their proceedings, and grown into a firm

determination to accomplish their final purposes, of the destruction

of the interests and rights of the Proviacial inhabitants of British.

and Irish-origin, and of tke Provincial connection subsisting with
the Parent State. :

'A cursory examination. of the composition of the House of
Assembly, from its establishment, will show, that with scarcely an
_ exception, no individual of British or Trish origin has been returned

" to serve as a-Member of that’ body by -a French Canadian majority,
unless as a pledged supporter of French Canadian principles; with -
scarcely.an €xception, no Provingial lrxw has been passed, how much .

soever required for the support of the mterests, or the protection of
_ the rights of the mhabnants ‘of - British and Irsh origin, and that
even these legal exceptions were invari bly of a temporary nature,

and subject to the capricious pleasure of French Canadian majori- |
ties, The spirit of the legislation of that body- will show, that its
‘temporary cliaracter was adopted to render the Province the more

. 'completely subject to their control,-or to enable them the more
- easily to take advanlage of their expected predommance, for the
abrogation of those very temporary laws which they had been con-
strained to pass. The political principles of that body will show a -
_fixed opposition to British.interests, not only in their aversion 10 or
rejection_of every measure which would tend to the mtrod’ucudn of ..
capital and of a British population into the Province; as; -for exe
‘ample, an effectual system for the registration of morigages, and an _
' abrogation, of the feudal tenure; bat also in their positive ‘introduc=
tion and adoption of every measure likely to tend to the privation

of British and Irish rights, or to the destruction. of British and Irish
interests, ‘such as the- exrsung County division of the Proviace,’ by -
which the British and Irish constituency in the:Seignories has been -
- completely swamped in the greater numbexs of the French Cana- .
_ dians, and tlie defeated attempt to deprive’ their, fellow Sulq)ects of

British and Irish-origin in the Cities, tenants of leasehold piopeaty
in co-parmersh;p, fromar xght of voung for Members of the Assem-

.
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bly. The claim of that body for the so!e management and d:sposal -
of the whole Revenue of the Province, has constantly had in.view
the attraction into their-own hauds of the entire Provincial autho-
rity, and of the subjection of the Executive Government to their
arbitrary will. From their first insidious attempt in 1795, to obtain
‘the repeal of the permanent appropriation contained in the Act of
1774, for the support of the Civil Government and the administra-
tion of Justice, thereby to subject the Executive Government to
their good pleasure; for any further support than the pittance they
then agreed 1o allow, through the whole course of the financial
difficuliies, which they have never allowed to slumber, by means of
their annual Supply Bills—their difficuliies as to the items hat
sppply--theirlrepreseutaliqn's-in 1822, not to grant' pe:ma’nent sup-
plies, or supplies during the Sovereign's life—their delegation to
Eugland in 1828-—411(] the whole category of their agllatlpn upon
this subject down to the year 1831, when the full accomphsbmem
of their Jong sought desires was obtained from. the good faith-of the
- ‘British Government, by the repedl of the permanent approprmlmgs,
their first, laalgreat object, was (o obtain ‘possession of the Provio-"
- cial Revenues, well knowing that by this means the Govemment
would be cast into their hands, Figally, the detail of the grievauces
of that body as representipg the opinions of their constituency, the
50 called great mass of the population, complete the evidence of
their exclusive interests; in them will be found the abrogation of
the ‘Charter granted to the Brm»h American Land Company, by
means of which the JAssémbly souglit to assume ‘the management of
“the Waste Lands in the Townships, and thereby to prevent the set-
“tlement therein of a British and Irish population; the repeal of the
Tenures Act, by which a commatation: of Seignarial tehure may be
tflecied, from their apprehension of its_leading’to the introduction .
into the Province of British capital; their in)ﬁé[aosiliols‘ to encourage
the setilement of the Townships ‘of this Province, because they are -
* prineipally-inhabited by a British, Irishi‘and American population ;
- their unwillingness to co-operate with'Upper Canada in the éxten-
sive improvements in progress in lhat Province, by which its settle~
munt and prosperity might.be augmemed and like advantages might
‘thereby accrue to the Brmsh aga Irish inhabitants of Lower €anada; -
.. and their perunacxous endqa‘vouu to reuder the Legislative Council
,! . - ‘e
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"elective, because in it alone were to be found the means of opposing

the exclusive pretensions, and of protecting British interests, The

luslmv of thé House of Assembly in fts composition, its legislation,

"its spirit and political pnncupfc.s, fully establish-the nim which its

Members have constantly l\cpt in view—the aggrandizement of the
popu]auou of French, aud the oppresswu of that of Lritish origin.

The recorded testimony of a Freuch Canadian leader, and one
of the Delegules to England, in 1828, to represent the giievances
of his fellow countrymen, and since that time their paid Agent for

. similar purposes, corroborate the views taken by the Constittional
Association; he declared in_his examination before the Canada
Committee of the, [ouse of Commons in 1828, that *¢ the establish-
ment of the English laws as applicable to property held in the
téwnships on the tenure of free and common soceage, would be an

infringement of the rights belonging to the French Canadians, if

not done by the Leglstatme of Lower Cdnldd' that lhe French
laws should b allowed to. continge all oyer the cuunhy-tlmt facili-
ties should have, heen given to the I‘wuch Cunadians to setdle. in

~

the lownshlps—that the means of going there should have been".
given to them—that a sysxem of education according 10 the notions .

and ideas of the French Canadians should havé -« e: followed—that

‘the, desue of the French Canadians must necessaiily be'to keep up -

(.thelr own Institutions, and to preserve their laws in every part of
" the country—that the Legislative Council should be composed of
men who would side with the mass of the people, and in effecting
this latter 'u‘rangemeutl thiat its natural effect would be to-secure the
means of extending the French liws and the F rench Canadiun
" system-over Lower Canada. :

- In the full and ¢ mple!e securi'y of their persons and property.

" in the free and unrestricted enjoyment of_their religions ~worship, . |

their ancient _civil laws, their native and beloved ngunge, and of

an equality of rights and privileges in the Provincial Representahve '

Government, with their fellow Subjects of British and Irish origin,

in. possession, moreover, of a numerical majority, the French.

- Canudians could- have no sympathies in common with people of

. another race and speyking. another language, no inducement to .

dlvest themseives of prejudlces dear to them’ ahke from the associa-
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tions of country-and “the recollecuons nf lute, or to ubandnn lmblu»
and customs which they chenshed, and to which tl»ey were firmly
attached, for the questionable advantages to be obtained from

* assimilation with strangers, whom they were taught to disregard ;.
and the natural consequence kas been, that in proportion ‘as the
French Canadian population has incieased, :those evils have like- -
wise increased, until the repugnance to British inferests and British
connection haslﬁnally assumed the form of open and declared
sebellion. .

- The Fr ench. Canadnan populanon were thus not only’ nahonally

* inclined to mark their active opposition 10 their.feilow Subjects of

British and Irish origin, but they have been taught to consider "

them’ as strangers an”d‘lrespassers upoa their soil; they have beeu -
‘taught to feel towards them none. of those l\mdly sympathies which
‘unite togezher sub_,ects of the same country and passessors of the
same rights; they have, i in fiue, been taught to believe themselves.
‘oppressed by their fellow Subjects of British and Irish origin, and

to imagine that they possessed the power of expelling their 0ppres- N

Y. SOrs.. Ovetlooking moral feebleness in physical capability; desper-
ate men, made .an open livelihood by influencing the populanon ‘of
French or igin to acts of violence ; missionaries of insurrection by
jtheir own example,’ osten(auou~ly shewed ‘to- them the' manuer of .
setting’ the Taws at cefiance ; and individuals, loaded with every
species of personul conteinpt, aggravated a local pressure into popu~-
lar tomult, or cmbittered an unimpertant grievance into bloodshed. '
In all cases. the-object. was 'atfained,—active discontent was intro-
duced into the passive population, aud noon~c'lay meetmgs Qaduhajly .
ripéned into seditivn and rebelliom.

-“Tt is this exclusive French spirit alone which has. given rise to

all lhe\dascontent exlsmw in this Province—it is this which has i in. .

fuct made this question one of national ongm, and not of political
" party—in‘it is to be discovered the source.of all the distorbances

which have brought sedmon and rebellion in. their train—aund in .
it alone is jo be found a. fall and complete answer to the enguiry, to

what causes the present uuhappy condmon of this Provigee is to - .

: be ascnbed.

“This conclusion is borne it by 1he text-book of the com= .

plaum of the Ftench Cmadmn R?pyesemames, adopted in 1834,,

-

C .
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‘the famous ninety-two resolutions of the House of Assembly, in
“which will be found a dctail of grievances aud abuses which -that
body kuew to be either ahogelher redressed,. or in active course of
being so ;- reference is therem prmc:pally had to those which: have
already been adverted to, the introduction of the eléétive. principle’
.into the composition of the Legislative Couacil, the abrogauon of
“the Tenures Act,. and the disposal of the whole revenue *of the’
Province ; the two former have been most wisely refused, the lat-
ter as.unwisely granted—while by their own admission, no real -
oppression exists-in the ‘Province, and no real grigvance cousistent
with thie preservation of British supremzcy remains unredxeased

The French Ca sadian leaders have endeavoured to exc:te the -
sympathy of the citizens of the United Siates, and of the professed
Republicans in. Upper Caiada, in behalf of themselves and their
fellow-countrymen, by. constantly appea aling to their assistance for

- thte support of popular institutions and popular rights, as if their
real views were Repubhcan, and as if that form of government,
were favored by the French Cabadian population.. It is-sufficient

" to meet this’ fallacious inference with a direct demal as bemg con-

., trary to the fact, and to the Labiis, feelings and customs, of that

- population, and as being a}tdgethu‘ disproved by the evident prin-

" ciple of all ihe measures whicl have been _proposed or agproved by - .

the Freach Canadian population; or its Representahves in. Provin~

.. cial Parliament assembled, which plainly : show- that their views did .

not extead beyqnd the meaus of securing their own. excluswe de-
‘ stgns und mtentlons. -

. Your peuuoners submlt-—thnt ‘the Provmcxal mhabntmm of
- Brrmh origin have real and substantial grounds ‘of complaint,—they
_have been glmpelled to submit to a: system of Jurlsprudence for-
“eign to their habits.and injurious to their interests, ‘o a feudal law
“ which to the disgrace of the Provincial Legislature finds a home in

.. *
- Lower ‘Canada alone, 16 2 ‘deniul of those Legislative i lmprovements Eae

which would have mtroduced British capital and enterprise into the |

. Province and mcieased therein a Bnuéh population, and-to their’

.« - privalion-of their deanest ‘rights as British subjects, in their virtiak .
’ ""exc{won from a 1ust paruc:pat‘ ion uuhe Provmclal Represenuuwu. ;
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. Ahthough their supplications and petitions for relief have been
unheeded, amidst.thé clamours of an insurreciionary faction, these
"loydl subjects still confidently trust in the mugnanimity of the =~

Mother Country, and still anticipaté from her justice an entn‘e~ :

' redress of* their unmeiited and panemly endured grievances.. . :
At the same time your petmoners conceive that, without a
total abandonme t of the policy now adopled towards this Pro-

“vince, and its Anghﬁcagxon in fact as well as in appearance, by .

“means principally of its re-union’ with Upper Canada, the same -
- evils will exist, the same causes of disorder will continue, and the
same attempi~a » dition and ret ellion w.l again occur, :
Your Petitioners are firmly convinced that,.the re-union of the
_Canadas js ot only the most effectual means of preventing a recur-
ience of the disastirs which have already occurred, but. that it will .

. praduce to- Upper Canada advantages which cannot be anticipated

fnom any other measure,—x.more equal propottion of the General
Revenue, a free outlet to the Ocean, and a pnacucal utility for the, -
ma«mﬁclent lmprovemems in progress at her expense within her
-own limits,—and that it will at the same time promote the prospe-~ .

* rity"of both thé P. vinces—s cure Hn ir just dependance upon the

British Government, and prevent a dismemberment of the Empite,

" Your Petitioneis most respectfully entreat your Honorable
- House, to take the sitaation of the British inhabiants. of Lower
Canada mto your serious consideration, and 1o-advise such mea-‘
sures as will promote lhe objects -which’ vour Petitioners have in
view—the complete Anghﬁcauon of this Province, and its re-umon‘

: ”"i‘ : wuh Upper Can:d -

And your Petmoner», as in duty bound wnll evet pray.
' - PETER McGlLL
Preszdent Canstztutzonal Assoczalum of Manlrcal
W. BADGLEY, -
Sccretary, Ulnstit. twnal Assaczatzon of thtreal
Momnnan, 13th December, 1837. S o~

-
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