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ANNUAL MEETING,

February 21st, 1889,

The Annual Meeting of the Grande Ligne Mission was held
the 21st February, at 3 P.M, in the French Baptist Church,
Montreal.

Rev. A. G. Upham, President, in the Chair.

The Minutes of the last Annual Meeting were read and
approved.

After discussion arising from the Minutes as to the position
of the estate of the late Rev. Louis Roussy, now in the hands of
the Executors, it was moved that a committee, consisting of
Messrs. A. A. Ayer, C. S. J. Phillips and J. Richards be
appointed to confer with the executors of the Roussy Estate, with
the view of offering to pay off the indebtedness of the same in
order that the property may be transferred to the Grande Ligne
Mission, as it is the opinion of the Mission that the farms should
be sold, and the proceeds thereof invested, in order that the
Mission may derive the greatest possible revenue therefrom.

The President read letters from several brethren in Ontario,
who had been invited to attend, expressing warm interest in the
Mission and regretting unavoidable absence.

Mr. Geo. B. Muir read the Amended Act of Incorporation
as passed by the Provincial Legislature in Quebec, July 12, 1888,
which, upon motion, was unanimously accepted. (See Appendix
for Act.)

The amendments to the Constitution proposed at the last
Annual Meeting were then considered clause by clause, and the
Constitution and By-Laws as printed in the Appendix were
adopted. :

The Annual Report was then read by the Secretary, Rev. T.
Lafleur, It was moved, seconded and resolved, that it be made
ready for publication by the Secretary, with the assistance of the
President, and Messrs, Muir and Bentley.




The Report of the 'I'reasurer, Mr. J. Richards, was then
presented and adopted.

The Treasurer of the Building and Endowment Fund, Mr.

]. McKergow, then stated that thus far $18,500 have been

subscribed to this object, which amount includes $2,000 expected

« from the ladies of Ontario. The Brooklyn Ladies Association

have also raised $r,000 to be invested as a separate and special
Scholarship Fund.

It was then resolved, in accordance with the provisions of
the new Act of Incorporation and By-Laws, that the Mission elect
fifteen Directors, and the following brethren were elected by

e ballot :
Rev. A. G. Upham,
Rev. T. Lafleur,
Rev. A. L. Therien,
Mr. G. B. Muir, :
Mr. A. A. Ayer,
Mr. J. Richards.
Mr. J. McKergow,
Mr. D. Bentley,
Mr. L. H. Packard,
Mr. W, D. Stroud,
Rev. G. N. Massé,
Rev. M. B. Parent,

Montreal.

:, Grande Ligne.

Rev. J. Denovan, Toronto. .
Rev. R. S. MacArthur, D.D., New York.
Mr. S. P. Hibbard, Boston.

At a subsequent meeting of the newly elected Board, Rey.
A. G. Upham was elected President ; Rev. T. Lafleur, Secretary,
and Mr. J. Richards, Treasurer.

The Annual Meeting then adjourned until evening, when a
platform meeting was held, at which addresses were delivered by
Revs. M. B. Parent, G. N. Massé, E. K. Cressey, A. J. Lebeau,
A. L. Therrien, and E. DeGruchy, Pastor of the French
Methodist Church, Montreal.

A vote of thanks was cordiaily tendered te th . reasurer,
Mr. J. Richards, for twelve years of faithful and efficient service,
and the meeting adjourned sine die.
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Feller 3Institute, Grande Aigne,

—— ——— .

OFFICERS AND TEACHERS,

Rev. G. N. Massk, B.A., Principal,

And Teaciier of Bible, Classics, French and Mathematics,

Mr. J. H. MARCEAU, B.A,
Bible, Latin,.French, English, History and Elementaries.
Mk. F. RAINVILLE,
Bible, Arithmetic, Book-keeping and Elementarles,
Miss S. Picng,
French, History of Canada, Geography and Elementaries,
Mrs. A. MryEg,
Instrumental Mric and Sewing.
Mes. Masst, Matron,

English.

Mr. L. E. Rivarp,
Singing,
STUDIES.

No fixed course of study is prescribed, but the following
studies are pursued by the pupils arranged in four general classes.

Class 4.—Bible, French, English, Ollendorf, cours de langue
Anglaise, Arithmetic, Writing.
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Class B.—Bible, French, Geography, History of Canada,
Arithmetic, English, Writing, Compositions and Rrcitations in

French and English.

Class C.—Bible, French Grammar and Reading, English
Grammar and Reading, History of Canada, Arithme.ic, Algebra,
Geography, Latin, Book-keeping (elective), Writing and Drawing,

Compositions and Recitations in French ar d English.

Class D.—Bible, French Grammar and Li.crature, English
Graminar and Literature, English History, Algebra, Geometry,
Latin, Greek, Compositions and Recitations in French and

English.

The School opensiearly in October and closes by the first

of May.

Preference is given to French pupils, especially those from
Roman Catholic families. A very limited number of English
pupils is received. When more extensive acconmodations are
provided, and the applications from French pupils can be over-
taken, a liberal course of study may be provided for English

students.
Applications for admission should be made to
Rev. G. N. Massk, B.A., Principal,
GRANDE-LIGNE, P, Q.

REv, T. LAFLEUR,

MONTREFAL.
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FIFTY-SECOND

ANNUAL REPORT

OF

The Grande-Lighe Misscion.

at T

If our Mission enterprise has not made extraordinary progress
during the past year, it is not for want of commotion in the field
in which we labor, for both the Protestant and Catholic mind and
community have been unusuzlly agitated. We have had plenty
of opportunity to fis' in troubled waters. We profess to be
fishers of men, obeying the command of the blessed Lord who
has immortalized the litt = lake on the shores of which He chose
His first disciples.

Not any more than they do we need aught save the inward
calling of the Master to follow a work of evangelization and
reformation. If we have His Spirit in abundance, we shall work
spiritual miracles according to His gracious promise. John 14: 12.

With but small means we have undertiken this great work
in the face of immensely wealthy ecclesiastical corporations ; with
small numbers we have dared to go in the midst of a vast multj-
tude, more or less hostile to our enterprise ; because we have been
obliged to show them that they are mostly deprived of the know-
ledge of the Gospel on which true Christianity must rest. Their
religion is to a great extent traditiona! and superstitious, owing to
the teaching and practice of thei: priests. We cannot possibly
preach the Gospel without showing this.

Those who consider this work of little importance only show
that they have not seriously examined this question ; that they do
not realize the great problems laying at their door, and with which
they must grapple some day. There is such a thing as ignoring
the great issues in the world and society in which one lives.
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That we are just now in troubled waters as to the relations
between Protestants and Catholics, is evident enough even for
obtuse minds. A religious society, which had its origin in the
very principle of opposing the great Reformation, after having
been abolished by the Pope, bereft of its properties by govern-
ments all over the world, finds here shelter under British rule,
succeeds in being reinstated, incorporated, and soon expects to be
indemnified (as it claims) for a large portion of the property once
entrusted to it for educational purposes.

That in this country the degree of Bachelor of Arts of Pro-
testant Universities, and particularly of McGill, should not be
considerzd a sufficient certificate for the study of law, without
passing an inferior examination before Catholic lawyers and
priests, is one of the intolerable things we labor under as Protes-
tants, and nothing but Roman Catholic influence is at the
bottom of the unjust requirement that all law students must be
acquainted with the theological system of Thomas Aquinas.

Is not this enough to induce us to pursue our labors with
still more vigor, as we already know that Jesuitical influence is
widely, and in some places deeply felt, whether acknowledged or

not ?

We have had cheering success in the past; the present is
encouraging, and the future cannot be but the fruition of present
honest and persevering labor.

We know from the best of sources that the Quebec Govern-
ment has gone so far as to take pains to ascertain the number of
French Protestant voters in this Province, and that kesr number
is not less than four thousand. This, taking into account the
generally large French Canadian families, must represent fifteen
or sixteen thousand French Protestants in this country, There
are certainly more than this in the New England States. Putting
it at the lowest figures, more than thirty-five thousand French
Canadians here and in the United States have become the
followers of Christ through the Gospel instead of the followers of
the Pope,—with the Syllabus. And all this is the result of the
small beginning in a log house at Grande Ligne, but a house
where there was a large soul radiating with light, love, wisdom
and untiring devotion to Christ. Is that net enough to encourage
us, to inspire us ?
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:;:lof2§ Our work during the past year has been, to say the lcast,
in the encouraging. Our French Churches met in Association, at St.
having Pie, on the 29th of June, and enjoyed very delightful and profit-

- able meetings. They were presided over by the Rev. T. Laﬂe‘ur,
‘] rule, who gave a discourse on the work of the H.oly Spirit in humam.ty.
46 be : The brethren in attendance seemed to be in deep sympathy with
the subject, for after the letters from the different Churches and
the letter to the Churches had been read, there was a breath
of blessing reminding us of former days, and many of the brethren

y once
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f Pro- who spoke afterwards were certainly under the influence of the : &

ot be Spirit of God. 3

ithout ;

' and As to the result of the work in different stations, we have §

rotes- particularly good news to report from Roxton Pond, where the : /

t the ; congregation and Sunday School increase, and where Bro, Ee

st be Brouillet administered the ordinance of baptism to eleven persons |
during the year, some of whom were recent converts from the

Ol Cthch of Romg. The Grande Ligne Church, for some time

sdeta deprived of a resndf{nt pastor, ext.ended a call to the Rev. M. B.

ol e Parent, of Ste. Marie de Monnoir. Brother Parent has accepted

the call, and came to settle at Grande Ligr. in the month of *
September. We have no doubt that his talent as a preacher, his
well ordered industry, and his improved state of health, will make
him a blessing in this important field, where every winter the con-
gregation is doubled by the pupils of the Institute, and which

ent is
resent

vern- forms a centre where a good many of our families may come to
er of settle in their old age.

umber

1t the The Report of the Montreal Church will speak for itsclf in
ifteen | showing a good record of work and success.

T'here g H :

Wing At the Grande Ligne Institute there have been:.l fe}v chapges.
SRy Mr. and Mrs. Massé have togeth.er assum‘ed thc Prm.upalshlp of
e the School. After a successful winter session in teaching together

in the Institute, Mr. and Mrs, Dalpé left it last summer, especially
£ ke on account of Mrs. Dalpé’s delicate health. We very much regret
the cause of their departure, and the loss of Mrs. Dalpé’s efficient
and affectionate teaching, They are not, however, lost, as an
influence in our work, for Mr. Dalpé has kindly taken the super-

intendence of the Sunday School in the French Church in this
city.

rs of

house
sdom
urage




12

Mr. Herbert Marceau, a graduate of McGill, has been called
to help Mr. Massé in the teaching department, with Mr. Rainville
as assistant teacher for the less advanced classes. Mrs. Miner
teaches Instrumental Music and sewing. Miss S. Piché helps
Mrs. Massé in household management, having assumed in
part the work done by Miss Riendeau the previous winter.
Miss Riendeau has lately accepted a call as teacher in the
Ladies’ School at Compton, in the Eastern Townships.

The School opened in October with a goodly number of
pupils, and now numbers fifty-five boarders and sixteen day pupils.
It is in a prosperous condition ; the details of which will appear
in the Report of the Principal.

The work of collecting for current expenses has been chiefly
done by Mr. Lebeau, Pastor at St. Pie. In the spring he visited
the Lower Provinces and the State of Maine, in the autumn and
winter the Province of Ontario, and met with commendable
success. The Principal of the School, Mr. Massé, visited the
New England States in the spring and beginning of summer,
- Partial collections have been made by Mr. Arthur Massé in the
Ottawa Valley, and by Mr. Lafleur in New York, New Haven,
Hartford, Uplands, Pa., and Montreal.

In addition to the collection for current expenses, some of
the members of the Board and othe: friends of the Mission, have
been actively engaged in the work of canvassing our Canadian
Churches for the Building and Endowment Fund. They were
generally received with favor, and a good beginning of this great
work has been made. $25,000 for buildings and $roo,000 for
endowment is a large sum ; but it would be a comparatively easy
task to raise it if but a few of our wealthy brethren could be made

. to see the importance of a work which in a few years is sure to
assume an immense influence in the development and moulding
of this growing country. We are no longer ignored as a French
protestant factor in this growth, and a short time may bring us to
prominence and influence for good, especially by our teaching
institutions,

As usual, the Ladies’ Brooklyn Association have been untir-
ing in their efforts to sustain their beloved Mission, and have
already raised $1,000 as a special and separate Scholarship Fund.
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We deeply sympathize with them in the loss by death of their
esteemed President, Mrs. S. S. Cutting. The Mission never had
a more faithful and devoted friend. During her latter years
especially she lived in and for it, and lovingly gave of her time,
and strength, and means in its behalf, Many can trace the
beginning or increase of their interest in the Mission to her
influence. May the Lord bless the devoted ones who remain
with a double portion of her spirit.

REPORT OF GRANDE LIGNE AND FELLER INSTITUTES.

It has repeatedly been said that the destiny of a country lies
in the hands of its youth. We believe this to be most true, and
therefore we strive to properly instruct young men and women,
and to put before them a lofty ideal.

What an honor it would be, could ve prepare a detachment
of that army, who will in the near future, we trust, lead the dark
Province of Quebec to recognize Christ as “ the only name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

We shall be accused of being visionary. What is a school
like yours, they say, among so many immense Roman Catholic
Seminaries, Convents and Colleges ; we answer, it is the leaven
that will eventually leaven the entire mass.

The work is already begun, for we see its effect, and the
country too feels it. Education has received a strong impulse in
this Province. Fifty years ago the Roman Catholic clergy were
strongly opposed to the organization of common schools, To-day
they are obliged to yield to the demands of their people, who are
not willing to remain inferior to Protestants in point, of educa-
tion,

The morals of the Roman Catholics,—who have in any way
come in contact with Protestantism,—have improved. How often
have I heard Mr. Roussy say that on his arrival at G ande-Ligne,
the place was a veritable Sodom ! It is no longerso. The people
seek to live uprightly. These two results added to those attendant
upon direct missionary labour are such as to greatly encourage us,

School opened this year on the 16th of October.
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Several of the old pupils came back, and appeared so glad to
return that one would have said they were returning home
after a few months absence.

Our list numbers twenty-seven girls and twenty-eight boys,
besides sixteen day-scholars.

As a rule, the pupils are not quite as advanced as those of
last year, several having left for McGill College, Normal School,
or elsewhere. One, however, is preparing for the University, two
for a theological course, one for Normal School diploma, and one
is fitting herself to teach in an English School.

All are well disposed, though at times the younger ones
display a superabundance of activity and vigor and an over-
whelming lung power.

The course of study is the same as last year, but the staff is
entirely different.  Mrs. Massé has general ct rge of the
household, and acts as assistant teacher.

Mrs. Miner, daughter of Chas. Raymond, Esq., of Guelph,
teaches music and sewing. Miss Piché, a former pupil here and
ceacher of French for several years, has the surveillance of the
girls and also teaches several classes. Mr. Marceau, graduate of
McGill, holds the position of first teacher, and his work is* much
appreciated by us and by all the pupils.

Mr. Rainville, a medical student, and former assistant of
Rev. Chas. Roux, is here as general surveillant of the boys and
teacher of several classes both in English and French.

The teachers are all faithful, devoted, and energetic, and they
work together in perfect harmony.

A work of grace has been going on for some tinie and still
continues. Several of the pupils, even among those who appear-
ed most indifferent, have been led to Christ. We had hardly
hoped to reach them, when God wus pleased to show His power
and our little faith in winning them to Himself. One of ‘the
former pupils, visiting here this winter, could not help remarking
on the great change among some of the boys, and said “What a
change in those boys! How I wish I had come back!” We
trust more will be converted before the term closes.

May the Lord hear and answer prayer,
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Justa word about two of the pupils whose mothers are
Roman Catholics. ~ One, a very intelligent and trustworthy young
girl, who had attended Protestant meetings buta few times previous
to her coming here, has made remarkable progress, She reads
and studies her Bible with great interest, and takes an active part
in the prayer meetings. The other, owing to outside influence as
we believe, cried continually for the first few days, saying she was
so very lonely she could not pussibly remain. Seeing her tears
had no effect, she feigned illness, believing she would surely be
allowed to go. We remained inflexible, however, and the girl is
now one of the happiest of the family. She is very careful in her
work, ready to please ar.d we trust before the spring she may give
her heart to God. .

We are sorry not to be able to record a greater number of
Roman Catholics in gur school. The reason for this is known,
however.

I am told that the priest from this place has written to those
of neighboring parishes, urging them to watch lest some of their
flock be induced to come here. It is even reported that the
illness of a Roman Catholic boy, who was here last winter, was
attributed to his coming here. “ You might have expected that”

the priest said, “ for sending your son amongst the Swiss,” as they
call us.

Two Roman Catholic boys had applied for admission this
Fall and been accepted, when they wrote of their disappointment
in not being able to come. They were not courageous enough to
80 contrary to the advice of their religious leaders.

The carefully prepared and practical sermons of our pastor,
Rev. M. B. Parent, are much enjoyed and appreciated by our
pupils, as well as his course of religious instruction, given regularly
twice a week. This good seed, watered from above, can but
spring up and produce a rich harvest to the glory of God.

. Prayer meetings among the pupils are exceptionally interesting
and blessed. Our monthly temperance meetings are very
instructive, and we hope profitable also.

In closing I must refer to Miss Alexandrine Morissette who
was forced to leave us by her Roman Catholic parents. As her
story may be told at length elsewhere, I need not enter into details.
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She was especially loved by her teachers and school-mates because
of her happy and gentle disposition, exemplary conduct, and true
christian character. Her departure left many aching hearts in
our school, and eyes still fill with tears when her name is
mentioned. Alas ! it is then true that we are living in a country
where a young person of nineteen years of age may not choose
her own religion, and the God whom she will serve. Unless she
be full twenty-one years of age, it would seem that she has no
right to listen to the voice of conscience and follow its promptings.
She must think, will, and believe as her father does. A sad state
of affairs ! However, it takes more than this to discourage us, for
we remember the words of the Master : * they shall deliver you up
to the Councils.”

G. N. MASSE,
- Principad.

MONTREAL STATION.

It is with sincere gratitude to God that we report progress in

our missionary work in this city. It has pleased Him to bestow
His blessing upon our efforts and to cheer our hearts with tokens
of His mercy and approbation.

During the year, thirteen have been added to our Church,
five by letter and ~ight by Lantism. Among these last is an aged
woman recently converted {ro.n Romanism who has had to suffer
considerable persecution on the part of her own children, who,
however, are now disposed to hear the truth themselves. Some
of them have recently and occasionally attended our meetings.
Through Mrs. Scott’s Bible work a few other Roman Catholics
have been drawn to our services. Two women, one of them the
mother of a large tamily, have attended with deep interest and
much concern for the salvation of their souls. We are becoming
more and more confirmed in the opinion that the French Reman
Catholics have a deep-seated desire to know the truth, and that
were they left free to inquire after it as they would fain do, before
many years a general breaking away from the old Romish moor-
ings would take place. The following facts, and others that could
be cited, show the truth of our assertion.
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Last summer, the little band of workers connected with ouy
Church went to hold a meeting in the eastern part of this city,
To our great delight and astonishment, about eighty Roman
Catholics were present and listened to the preaching of the Gospel
most attentively. Not a move was made, not a word spoken that
was not in perfect harmony with the sacredness of the occasion,
After the service such expressions as these were heard :— ¢ Thank
you sir, for your good instructions, we would be glad to hear you
again,”—* Nothing could be better than that discourse, &c., &c.”
By a written request, a week later, we went to hold another meet-
ing in the same place. We were told before-hand, that the priest
had hcard of our first gathering, and had instigated the breaking
up of any future meetings. When we arrived, we found about a
hundred and fifty people in, and around the house. Amidst con-
siderable excitement the service was begun.  When about to speak
the missionary asked for qQuietness. He was answered by a volley
of insults, When he tried to pacify the man from whom they
came, the man leaped on him, while afother kicked over the table
upon which stood the only lamp in the room, and there was utter
darkness, in which the missionary had to struggle with his assailant
to extricate himself the best way he could. A good deal of
noise and confusion followed, and amidst the jeers and taunts of
about a'dozen of characters such as those mentioned, the mission-
ary and his friends were obliged to wend their way homeward.
The great majority present would have been glad to hear, but
their fear of being reported to the priest closed their mouths and
kept most of them outside of the house.

Another instance in support of our assertion is the following :

A young, intelligent woman had bought from our lady
missionary a Bible. After reading it some time this woman ‘said
to the missionary that the book could not be good, for, said she,
it does not accord with the teachings of our Church. With two
members of our church, she went to show her book to a Jesuit
father, They had a conversation with him lasting over two hours.
As they were about to leave, the priest holding the woman’s Bible
in his hand, asked her how much she had paid for it.—“Fifty
cents,” was- the reply. “ Here is your money,” he said, giving her
the amount named, “ I'll keep this book,” he added, The woman

blushed and kept silence. Filled with holy indignation, one of
[ ¢
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our sisters present looked the priest in the face and most earnestly
said : ““ Sir, if you take this book away from this woman, knowing,
as you do, that it is God’s Word and the source of spiritual light,
I shall hold you responsible for your action, on the last day,
before the tribunal of Christ.” He kept the book nevertheless,
and told the woman to come alone some other day to see him.
She has not been seen since, she studiously avoids the Bible
woman,

Among a goodly number of items of interest, of which we
should like to speak more at length did space permit us, are the
following : —

A member of our church, and greatly esteemed and beloved,

has, since his own conversion to the truth, been praying for his
intelligent, amiable, but still Roman Catholic wife. Anxious to
reclaim her husband frbm what she supposed®to be fatal error, she
asked him to come with hgr to see the priest and have a free talk
with him. They went. Our brother maintained his position so
well that his wife expressed her dissatisfaction with the priest’s
arguments and general bearing. She took her husband to another
priest, and to a third, but with the same result. She finally gave
up in despair, and has since manifested a disposition to enquire
into the truth. She has attended several of our meetings, and we
are in hopes the light of truth and grace will soon shine in her
heart.

An English woman, who, on her marriage with a French
Roman Catholic, had embraced her husband’s faith, has lately
come in contact with members of our church, and, through their
influence, has been led to attend some of our services. Her
husband is somewhat disposed to hear the truth, and she has
oxpressed a longing after the faith which, in a moment of weak-
hess, she abandoned. We pray for her conversion to Christ, from
whom she may never wander away.

A French woman in this case, who married an English Pro-
testant, has also attended our meetings. She receives with much
cordiality the visits of the missionary, and seems to be seriously
enquiring after the truth. We have her also on our hearts as a
subject of our sincere prayers.
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Among a goodly number of other Roman Catholics, who
have occasionally attended our meetings, may be mentioned two
young men who give fair hopes of coming to know the truth
as it is in Jesus. »

An intelligent and well read man, with tendencies to skepti-
cisi, has lately greatly delighted us by his assiduity in his attend-
ance upon our services and his deep interest in the teachings of

the Gospel, both from the pulpit and in the Sunday School. He
also is a special object of prayers,

Among the young in our Sunday School ther: are some who
are seeking Christ. Two, we have reason to
found Him, and may be e
baptism.

believe, have already
xpected soon to confess their faith by

The average attendance upon our services h

as been fifty-four
in the morning, forty-four in the evening,

Our Sunday School, under the superintendence of our
esteemed brother, Mr, W, Dalpé, B.A., has held its own : but we
are contemplating its reorganization at an early day, so as to
increase its interest, numbers and efficiency. By providing the
Cote St.. Louis Baptist Mission with an excellent teacher for
one of their French classes, we have lost one upon whose services
We were counting in our own School.

A Temperance Society has heen orgénized in connection
with our Church, and has held already two interesting meetings, at
which quite a number have signed the pledge. It is our desire
to do something to further the temperance reform by enlisting the
young, and by winning those who may be t

ampering with the
poisonous cup.

Our Treasurer’s Report, at the Annual Meeting of the
Church, showed the receipts for the year to be $400. In addition
to this, $15 have been raised by Mrs. Therrien’s S. S. Class for
the Bible work in Montreal. .

Present Membership - . . .
Increase this year - . . .
Decrease . . . . . .

B Ly i i A 5{
- A - [3
= = = - - None.
Average attendance at Sunday School about 35

A. L. THERRIEN,
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GRANDE LIGNE.

It was only in September last that I was invited to take
charge of this Church. It had been without a pastor for about a
year. Although in that condition, it was well cared for, so far as
the preaching was concerned ; for our missionaries in turn regularly
supplied the pulpit. However, in cases of that kind, it is evident
there can never be the same esprit de corps, the same zeal, as
when, through the influence of one man, there is unity of effort,
of thought, and of aim.

When to prepare a report, [ came to look back over this
brief period of time spent here, I find no reason to complain or
be discouraged.

So long as the old apostolic term of warfare is the faithful
image of the life of individual Christians and of local Churches,
we need not be discouraged with our present stats, but rather to
take courage, work and hope. If there are still enemies without
(and they are not lacking), there is comparative peace and har-
mony within. Old divisions seem to be gradually vanishing, and
we pray that nothing may occur to revive them. OQur services are
well attended, even though the roads are not in gnod condition,

or the weather favorable. We have often noticed with pleasure
" a team coming regularly each Sunday a distance of twelve miles
in the muddy roads of autumn.

Interest is shown, not only by service attendance, but by
activity and zeal for the prosperity of the church in every respect.
The Ladies’ Aid Society here deserves special mention, for the
ladies have done all in their power to help us out of our financial
difficulties.

Our Sunday School also has not been without interest during
the fine season. Now it is greatly reduced, as it generally is.in
the winter, and it has, therefore, been thought best to have our
classes unite with those at the Mission.

If the pulpit here has been well supplied, we cannot say as
much of the out-stations connected with this field. They have
been without a missionary for a year or more. I have been able
to visit them only once since I came here. It is very desirable to
have an Evangelist to go to them at least once a month.
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With regard to the Roman Catholics around us there is
nothing particularly interesting. The influence of a priest resid-
ing in the neighborhood cannot but be felt. We see no opening
for the Gospel among them now. We have even seen s'yas of
hostility with some who have received favors at our hands,

Human nature is ungrateful, and Romanism does not improve it
in that respect.

Whatever the surroundings may be, there is a good field
within to be cultivated, upon which we ask the blessing of God,
the abundant outpouring of His Spirit. We earnestly ask the
prayers of all our Christian friends for this 3reat blessing,

The yearly subscriptions show an increase on last year ; they

amount to $200 ; Sunday collections, $45 ; realized by the Ladies’
Aid Society up to date, $5:

M. B. PARENT,

STE. MARIE )E MONNOIR CHURCH.

This year we have to report a few changes in the midst of
us. Among these changes, and certainly not the least, was the
departure of the pasior, Rev. M. B, Parent, who left Marieville,
after spending five years preaching the Gospel of Christ in this

locality, to accept a call to the Pastorate of the Grande Ligne
Church.

He was much loved Lere, and it was not without much sorrow
that the people saw him leaving. For a time it was feared that
this loss would be felt in the church, as he was replaced by a
young man who came here to begin his work in the ministry, but

there is reason to thank our Heavenly Father for what He has
already done through him.

Our meetings have been very wvell attended, altt ough the
weather has been far from favorable, as we had a constant rain
during the fall, and Very severe snow storms since winter- has set
in, so that people who drove five and eight miles, over bad roads,
to meet with their Christian brethren on Sunday morning,

proved
the love they had for their Saviour.

Our young people have manifested a greater interest for the
affairs of the church than they had for a long time before, May
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it please the Lord to bless us more and more to do His will in
all things, and to increase our love for Him, and for His Church,
of which we are members !

During the last year, our congregation saw the-need of
making a few repairs in the interior of our chapel, to make it more
inviting, as well as more comfortable, for those who come to
worship. They weut to work to collect the money required
among themselves, and carried out their plar in a most successful
manner. Now the dark, grey walls have given place to pure
white, and our pews and floor are neatly painted,

We have especially to thank one of our sisters, Madame
Ledoux, of Ste. Marie, who with untiring efforts, wrote to all her
old pupils, who had spent six months or more with her, studying
the French language, to ask them for a subscription of one dollar
each to buy an organ for our little church, and we are happy to
report that her efforts were crowned with success.

With the money received she bought a ver; nice organ,

which she presented to the church, and having some money left
over (for the Lord always gives more than we ask of Flim), she

was enabled to buy some good curtains for our windows, that
were almost curtainless, and also four chairs for our platform.

Since the 2nd of September, when I preached my first ser-
mon, I have tried to preach the Gospel of God every Sunday to
an attentive congregation. I have also visited the families as
often as I could, considering that i was called away from my
field to spend four weeks collecting on behalf of the Mission.
During this time I visited the churches in the valley of the
Ottawa, and as far west as Toronto. The trip proved to be very
profitable to me, as I made the acquaintance of many dear friends
of the Mission, and it was not unprofitable to the cause.

ARTHUR E. MASSE.

ST. PIE.

In the absence of Pastor Lebeau, our young brother evangel-
ist, Jacques Césan, who has occupied that field two or three
months, gives a few facts, together with his own impressions, con-
cerning' it
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The general impression, already expressed in a former
Report, is that the frequent and long absences of the pastor and
his Jevoted wife are detrimental to the continued success of the
work. The field is an interesting one, and such as to insure a
good measure of success, from the fact that Roman Catholics are
singuiarly liberal, and somewhat freely attend Protestant meetings.

On quite a number of accasions, when the state of the roads,
or the great distance from the place of worship makes it a duty
for the missionary to go to private”houses to hold meetings, the
Roman Catholic neighbors frequently drop in and join in family
worship. On a recent occasion, at such a meeting, a Roman
Catholic present, seeming particularly sad and unhappy, the
missionary went to him and said : « My friend, you appear to be
laboring under some anguish,—do not fear to open your heart,
and to commend yourself to the sympathizing Saviour, who has
said : ‘Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest.”” Hearing these words, the man broke out

in sobs, and said : “I know He is good ; T know it, but T am
not.”

At another place, visiting in a house where I found two
women quite sick, I read and prayed with them. There happen d
to be a young Roman Catholic from another parish, who invited

me to visit him at his home, as he wanted to know more of the
Gospel.

At one of the meetings thus held on Sunday evening in
private houses, there were sixteen pérsons, two of them Roman
Catholics. I spoke to them of the work of Christ, and His suffer-
ings for us, the just for the unjust. They both were moved to
tears, knelt down, and evidently under the power of the Spirit,
implored the pardon and blessing of God.

I have had, especially with brother Gendreau, the colporteur,
several occasions to speak to Roman Catholics, who sometimes,

contrary to our hopes, kindly invited us to their homes and to
their meals,

I think that, on the whole, the field is one where a good
deal of good and new. work can be done.

J. CESAN,
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ROXTON POND.

If the harvest was always in proportion to the seed put in
the ground, the husbandman’s revenue would be greater than it
generally is. In like manner, if conversions of sinners were in
proportion to Gospel preaching, every Gospel preacher would
rejoice in seeing many souls pass from darkness to light, and from
the pover of Satan to God. in many places, alas! the results
seem to be in inverse ratio of the labor bestowed and the sacri-
fices made. ¥

For many years the Gospel has been preached enough in
Roxton Pond to convert everybody; and, nevertheless, only a
small number have received the truth savingly. We have at this
time to say with the prophet : “ Who hath received our report ?”

During the past year, the field of Roxton has not been much
extended over Roman Catholic ground. Still something has
been gained, and in the meantime our congregation and church
have increased and have received good. Some have joined the
church by letter, and others by baptism.

During the summer, we have had several baptismal occasions,
witnessed by at least two hundred Roman Catholics. The num-
ber of those who thus publicly professed their faith in the Saviour
I have no doubt that these occasions have been the
means of enlightenment and serious impressions upon Roman
Catholics.

was eleven.

I must state that of the eleven persons that were baptized,
five were over fifty years of age, some of them having recently left
'the Church of Rome. One of the latter was heard to say a
fortnight atter his baptism: “ How different have been those days
since my baptism from those of years past.”

Our prayer meetings have generally been well attended, and
have become more interesting. A large number of those who
come take part, even the sisters who used to think it impossible
for them to do so publicly ; children also venture to mention a
favorite hymn to be sung.

Our Sunday School continues to be interesting, and to draw
adults as well as children, It is divided into three classes. The
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adult class, under the care of Mr. O. Therrien : the children, from

nine to fifteen, are in the pastor’s class, and the younger ones are
‘taught by Mrs. Racicot.

We have also a Temperance Society,
sixty members, Temperance meetings are
and are always well attended.

composed of some
held twice a month,

On those occasions we have recitations, lectures, speeches
and singing, all in the interest of the Society. OQur young people
enjoy those meetings very much, and it is especially

in view of
benefiting them that we have organized this Society.

During the year, the congregation has contributed $133 to

the Mission ; $21 to Baptist Foreign Missions, and $38 for church
CX])C“SGS. =
I cannot but regret to add that the

congregation, if so dis-
posed, could easily double that amount,

T. BROUILLET,

SOUTH ELY.

For another year the seed of the Gospel has been sown in
this quiet little place. A good part of it, no doubt, fell on stony
places and among thorns : but a part, also, has reached good
ground, and brings forth fruit.

This is no place for large evangelical operations. The popu-
lation is very scattered. Outside of our little church the harvest
is not ripe® 3

Our French Canadian peasants, in general very amicable,
good natured and harmless, have not been favored with much
chance of devclopmcnt——intc”cclual, social or moral. The:
appear satisfied, or at least resigned, to creep like the insect, that
has neither instinct nor means to do otherwise,

I believe really, as I always believed, that this is the wrong

Place to attempt to strik

€ great blows, and to do much for the
work of the Mission,

N. GREGOIRE,




ST. JOHNS.

Our venerable missionary stationed here, the Rev. T. Rien=
deau, who, with enfeebled health, has continued to do what he
can to make the Gospel known around him, writes that the cause
in St. Johns has not been as encouraging this year as last year,
though he had better hopes at the first. Last year they could
rejoice in few conversions, in seeing several persons baptized and
join the little flock ; while this year some of these converts were
removed by death, and others had gone west as far as Dakota.
He is, hc =2ver, happy to learn that in this far-off region they
faithfully bear the testimony to the truth they have received ; so
that we send witnesses for the Gospel even there.

Our friend thinks that the cause of the Gospel has sustained
a severe trial in St. Johns, in the fact that the Morissette case was
pleaded and lost here j;thowever, it may prove more favorable than
we now see, as the case is not ended.

Brother Riendeau has felt much encouraged by the kindness
and help of English Protestant friends in St. Johns, and wishes to
acknowledge here his indebtedness to them.

CONCLUSION.

The Report just read is not one that speaks of large increase
in number of conversions, nor of great revival seasons, and still it
is, perhaps, one of the most important ones ever brought to our
Annual Meetings. It shows that the missionariess and their
immediate friends have been hard at work ; that accomplishing
the usual amount of labor rounc them, they have attempted great
things for God in this priest-ricden Province, and that they are
determined to continue and increase the good work. We all
know now by long historical record that the great missionary work
is chiefly accomplished by great souls filled with the Spirit of the
Master, whose ministry was pre-eminently a missionary ministry,
and who taught us to " pray the Lord of the harvest that He will
send forth laborers into His harvest.” Onrly those laborers whom
He sends will properly do His work,

But .
will follow
of fou