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PREFACE

This volume is a compilation of final records (PVs) of
the Conference on Disarmament during its 1991 sessions relating
to the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space. It also
includes plenary working papers (WP) submitted to the Conference
on Disarmament during 1991 relating to the same subject. It has
been compiled and edited to facilitate discussions and research
on the outer space issue.
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CD/PV.582
14

(Mc. 0'Sullivan, Austrelis)
We look forward to the early re-establishment of the Committee on outer
space and we will continue to work fully and co-operatively with that

Committee to consider how outer space can be spared an arms race. I will be

dealirg with this and other matters of the CD's agenda in a subsequent
intervention.

CD/PV.582
18

(Mr. Ngoubeyou. Cameroon)

Other important questions are on the Conference's agenda for the
1991 session. They relate in particular to the prevention of an arms race in
outer space, new types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of such
weapons, radiological weapons and the comprehensive programme of disarmament.
On all these substantive issues, to which the internmational community is quite
rightly giving attention in the quest for general and complete disarmament
under effective international control and in the promotion of peace, security
and development, my delegation will be making its contribution in due course,
either in the form of statements in plenary or during consultations in the
ad hoc committees.

CD/PV.582
35
President: Mr. W. Rasaputram (Sri Lanka)

we shall now deal with agenda item 5. The secretariat has distributed
documer.t CD/WP.L02, containing a draft mandate for a re-established
Ad Koc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in OQuter Space. I now
intend tc put the proposed draft mandate before the Conference for action.

1f there is no objection, I shall consider that the Conference decides to
adopt the draft mandate.

t w

The PRESIDENT: I now turn to the appointment of the Chairman of the
A¢ Hoc Committee. I am informed that consensus exists on the appointment of
Ambassador Garcia Moritan of Argentina as Chairman of that Committee. ‘May I
therefore proceed to register that decision?

1t was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the Conference, I congratulate
Ambassador Carcia Moritan on his appointment as Chairman of the Ad Hoc
Committee under agenda item 5. I extend to him our best wishes for success

in discharging the important responsibilities for which he has now been
appointed.

e i) (Cont'd)



CD/PV.582
41

(The President)

Another priority item on our agenda, the prevention of an arms race
in outer space, will be dealt with under the dynamic leadership of
Ambassador Moritén of Argentina. I am pleased that it was possible to reach
agreement on this important question, since the cumulative work done by the CD
during past years has indicated interesting and productive avenues to explore
on this subject.

CD/PV.582
36

Mr. HYLTENIUS (Sweden)

. I should like to make the following statement
on behalf of the Group of 21 in connection with the re-establishment of the
Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space.

On 4 December 1990, the United Nations General Assembly, by an
overwvhelming majority and only one dissenting vote, adopted resolution 45/55 A
on the prevention of an arms race in outer space. The resolution reiterates
that the Conference on Disarmament, as the single multilateral disarmament
negotiating forum, has the primary role in the negotiation of a multilateral
agreement or agreements, as appropriate, on the prevention of an arms race in
outer space in all its aspects. It requests the Conferenoe on Disarmament to
consider this question as a matter of priority. It also requests the
Conference on Disarmament to intensify its consideration of the question of an
arms race in outer space in all its aspects, building upon areas of
convergence and taking into account relevant proposals and initiatives.

The Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space
has, over the years, accorded extensive consideration to several issues that
haYe been before it. It has already examined and identified the need to
reinforce the legal régime applicable to outer space, as well as the need for
strict compliance with existing agreements. It has also considered further
measures and the need to hold appropriate international negotiations in
accordance with the spirit of the outer space Treaty. In this context the
Group of 21 wishes to recall the large number of proposals from all groups
introduced in the Conference on Disarmament since the inception of the work of
its Ad Hoc Committee in 1985, as demonstrated in documents CD/908/Rev.l and
CD/OS(WP.28/Rev.1. In particular, several of them are, in the view of the
Croup of 21, ready for in-depth and more structured treatment as they have

gathered a substantial degree of support among the majority of the members of
the Committee.

(Ccont'd)



CD/PV.582
36

(Mz, Hyltenius, Sweden)

The Group of 21 has therefore proposed that this year the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space should have a
negotiating mandate. The Committee should thus, in the view of the Group,
focus on concrete proposals to prevent an arms race in outer space, and
continue to build upon areas of convergence with a view to undertaking
negotiations for the conclusion of an agreement or agreements, as appropriate,
to prevent an arms race in outer space in all its aspects. To the regret of
the Group of 21, however, it has not been possible to improve adequately the
mandate of previous years, due to the reluctance of some delegations to accept
such a change. ’

In order to facilitate the speedy resumption of work, the Group of 21
has decided to go along with the same mandate as before. This is a renewed
demonstration of the flexibility and goodwill of the Group. It is our hope
that other delegations will respond constructively to this attitude and agree
to a more focused approach to relevant issues, so that we can move forward in
areas where there are prospects for agreement. The Group holds that any delay
of the work of the Committee should be avoided, given the urgent need to
address this important agenda item. The Group of 21 is of the opinion that
the Ad Hoc Committee should therefore start work immediately in order to
achieve progress and attain positive results, and expects substantial movement
on the mandate issue in the near future.

37

Before concluding, I should like 40 take this opportunity to congratulate

Ambassador Garcia Moritin of Argentina on his appointment as Chairman of the
Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space. His

experience and diplomatic skills guarantee that the Committee will be in very

competent hands, and I am convinced that it will make substantive progress
under his guidance.



CD/PV.582
37

Mr. BESANCENOT (France)

a8 (translated from French): Mr. Presidemt, this
is the first time that I have had the honour of taking the floor in this

forum, and therefore I would like at the outset to congratulate you on my
delegation's behalf on the manner in which you have acted as President of our
Conference during these first important four weeks of the annual session.

On behalf of the Group of Western Countries I would like to express our
satisfaction at the re-establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention
of an Arms Race in Outer Space, and the Conference's adoption of the same
mandate for the Committee as in the past. A reading of the Ad Hoc Committee's
report is sufficient to persuade one that the Committee must continue in-depth
analysis of all questions relevant to the prevention of an arms race in outer
space, in order to reconcile positions on basic concepts, which is essential
in order to envisage negotiations on measures in this area. Experience has
shown that the present mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee was sufficiently broad
and flexible to enable all interested delegations to make their contribution
to this common quest, including the consideration of new proposals. We would
like to thank the other groups and other members of the Conference for their
efforts which led to the adoption of this decision. We hope that this sense
of realism will enable the Committee to embark on its substantive work
without further delay. Lastly, I would like to congratulate His Excellency
Mr. Garcia Moritan, the representative of Argentina, om his election as
Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee. Both his diplomatic skills and his
country's well-known interest in this agenda item make us confident in the
prospects for this session.

Mr. GARCIA MORITAN (Argentina)

o (translated from Spanish): 1Im this
last stage of your presidency, I would like to express my delegation's
appreciation to you for the important task that you have performed at the
start of the 1991 session of the Conference on Disarmament. The decisions
adopted this morning offer a clear demonstration of your diplomatic skills and
the effort made to get our work off to a good start. In that context I wish
to evpress appreciation for the confidence placed in my delegation through the
appointment to lead the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in
Quter Space, and also to thank those who congratulated me. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank Ambassador Shannon of Canada for the work dene
in 1990 as Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee, and the important support
received from the secretariat during his term of office.



CD/PV.582
38

(Mz. Hou. China)

= (translated from Chipnese): .I wish to say a few words
after having listened to many interesting statements today. I shall be very
brief.

I am very happy to speak for the first time this year at the plenary of
the Conference on Disarmament. First of all, please allow me on behalf of the
Chinese delegation to extend our congratulations to you, as the distinguished
representative of friendly Sri Lanka, on being the first President of the
session, and on the excellent way you have accomplished the important task of
starting the session. I would also like to take this opportunity to pay our
tribute to Ambassador Komatina, Secretary-General of the Conference on
Disarmament, and Ambassador Berasategui, Deputy Secretary-General of the
Conference.

(...)

Under your able guidance, Mr. President, steady new progress has been
made in the work of the Conference. In addition to other ad hoc committees,
the ad hoc committees on an NTB, chemical weapons and outer space have been
re-established today. New decisions have been taken on important agenda
items such as nuclear disarmament and the prevention of nuclear war. 1In this
connection, I wish to extend our congratulations to you as well as to the
Conference. Our felicitations also go to Ambassador Chadha of India,

Mr. Batsanov, head of the Soviet delegation, and Ambassador Moritan of
Argentina on their appointment as chairmen of the three committees. We
are convinced that with their outstanding skills and rich experience, they
will guide the committees to new achievements. Here I would like to offer
them as well as the officers of the Conference the close co-operation of
the Chinese delegation. At the same time I would like to express once
again our thanks to Ambassador Donowaki, Ambassador Hyltenius and
Ambassador Shannon, the chairmen of the three ad hoc committees in 1990,
and their officers, for their outstanding work and contributions.

The principled stands of the Chinese delegation on the nuclear test ban,

the cessation of the nuclear arms race, the prevention of nuclear war,
chemical weapons and outer space, including our position on the mandate of

39

those ad hog committees, are consistent and.well kn
own to everyone
therefore I will not elaborate. o o e o



CD/PV.583
3

President: Mr. Carl-Magnus Hyltenius (Sweden)

An increasing number of States will become active in the peaceful uses
of outer space. Some of them may also contemplate military uses which may be
considered threatening to other States. The CD has an opportunity of making
a decisive contribution to the efforts to prevent an arms race in outer space
before it becomes an established fact. There are several examples of similar
agreements in the past, preventing undesirable developments, agreements
which have proved to be extremely useful. The re-establishment of the
Ad Hoc Committee provides this oppyrtunity.

CD/PV.584
3

(Mr. Gros-Espiell, Uruguay)

In the statement I delivered to the General Assembly of the'United Naﬁions
on 4 October 1990 entitled "The vulnerability of peace without d1sarmament'. ¢
said one or two words that with your permission I would like to repeat again:

i
SXV?. Uruguay understands that the
immediate task is to concentrate on further advancing the regulation and
limitation of armaments, whether conventional, nuclear, chemical,
bacteriological, radiological or space weapons."

The other item I wished to refer to is the item relating to the arms race
in space. The mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms
Race in Outer Space and the statement made by Sweden on behalf of the
Group of 21 on 14 February last are major steps to permit progress on this
‘topic. Thus both with regard to chemical weapons and on the arms race in
outer space, two ad hoc committees are in operation and we hope that in both
cases this Conference will be in a position to set an example of swiftness,
calm, thorough and practical analysis, in solving these problems.



CD/PV.585
6

(Mr. Tomic. Chile)

I would not wish to conclude this statement without referring briefly to
the topics at the centre of the Conference's attention at its present

session. I refer to chemical weapons, nuclear testing and the prevention of
an arms race in outer space..

(---) Chile has for many years been urging the need for legal controls

on the peaceful uses of outer space, which should benefit all States. We are
therefore concerned at the arms race in space, since instead of the search for
co-operative aims the inevitable end result will be its continued .
militarization. The Conference should give the Ad Hoc Committee an adequate
mandate to initiate substantive negotiations, without prejudice to the
important task that has been entrusted to COPUOS in this field. Taking into
account the importance of this topic, Chile circulated document CD/915 in 1989.

For all the foregoing reasons, my country attaches special importance to
the Conference on Disarmament. A forum of this type, I repeat, cannot be a
closed circle, when its decisions affect or have a bearing on the
international community as a whole. Objectively speaking, peace, the supreme
objective of the United Nations, is not the desire of just a few, but the
aspiration of all. 1In this context, the Government of Chile feels the moral
obligation to help to outline minimal conditions of justice and security
corresponding to the democratic values that we regard as absolutely
indispensable. Therefore we are ready to carry out measures of solidarity
both regionally as well as internationally to strengthen the stability of
countries and remove the threat of war. The present structure of this
Conference is perhaps not conducive to these noble aims. For that reason we
consider that there is an urgent need to restructure it so that all nations
have an opportunity to join or at least express themselves on an equal footing.



CD/PV.586
5

(Mc. Besancenot, France)

hemical field, the Conference must also continue to devote
due aS:::t::nt:: ihe important questions relating to nuclear weapons and the
prevention of an arms race in outer space, vhich are on igs agenda. The group
of Western countries, for its part, is determ%ned to continue to mgke an
active contribution to the negotiations and discussions under way in the

Conference.

CD/PV.586
9

(Mz._Calovski. Yugoslavia)

As regards the prevention of the arms race in outer space, this issue has
emerged as most topical because of scientific and technological developments
and the reasonable demand of the international community that space should be
used exclusively for peaceful purposes. We should not allow the arms race to
spread into outer space as it is in the interest of all to have scientific and
technological achievements in this endless space mostly used for solving basic
living and developmental needs of man, especially in the developing countries.
So far during the work of the Conference numerous proposals and initiatives
have been submitted on expanding the legal system, on strengthening security,

on greater transparency of space activities and on confidence-building
measures. All of this we see as a valuable contribution to preventing the
arms race in outer space. Since a growing number of countries are acquiring
the technological capability for space activities, the multilateral character
of these issues is becoming ever more significant.

CD/PV.587
6

Mr. ROBERTSON (Canada)

In our delegation we have been encouraged over the years by the
favourable reactions of other delegations to the distribution of our
compendium of statements and working papers on outer space. In the hope that
this will continue to prove useful to the members of the Conference, and in
rarticular to those participating in the Ad Hoc Committee on this item, the
Arms Control and Disarmament Division of the Canadian Department of External
Mffairs has produced a further volume covering the 1990 session of the CD and
2f the Ad Hoc Committee. This has been assigned the number CD/1073 and will
shortly be distributed to delegations. I hope that it may contribute in a
posifive way, to advancing our work on this important subject.



CD/PV.588
3

(The President)

In connection with the fact that the Soviet representative is performing
the duties of President of the Conference from this week onwards, the
Foreign Minister of the USSR, A.A. Bessmertnykh, has requested me to convey to
the Conference on Disarmament and all the delegations taking part in its
proceedings, as well as the Secretary-General of the Conference, his wishes
for success in resolving the tasks of the utmost importance which are on the
agenda of this forum. He also instructed me to underline the unchanging
nature of the Soviet Union's consistent course towards lower levels of
military confrontation, and towards real disarmament. As regards the
Conference on Disarmament, Minister Bessmertnykh asked me to note that this
involves first of all the earliest possible completion of negotiations on the
prohibition of chemical weapons, ensuring a qualitative shift in considering
the problems of the complete prohibition of nuclear tests and the prevention
of an arms race in outer space, and a constructive search for mutually
acceptable solutions on other agenda items of this unique multilateral
negotiating forum.



CD/PV.588
7

(M. Garvalov, Bulgaria)

f measures could be
jc approach is adopted, then a number ©
.grecifu;o:e:iizie fizga of confidence-building and openness in outer space

activities.

CD/PV.588
10

(Mz._Azikiwe, Nigeria)

We cannot help but register our profound regret that the Ad Hoc Committee
on outer space does not have a negotiating mandate. The real question is:
what should we do? We can go on as before, sitting it out and hoping that the
fundamental problems some delegations do have might change. Or we can
undertake constructive and courageous efforts in enriching the work of the
Ad Hoc Committee. In this respect, my delegation welcomes the bold initiative
of the Chairman, Ambassador Garcia Moritdn, in preparing a non-binding list
that will enable us to embark on substantive consideration in a more practical
way. We believe that the present legal régime is inadequate. Rapid
advancement in science and technology has led to the development of new weapon
svstems unforeseen during the negotiation of the outer space Treaty and other
relevant laws. There is so much that we can and must do. It is going to take
z great deal of vision and political will on our part, especially from those
who have the primary responsibility of preventing an arms race in outer
space. The CD needs a breakthrough in real disarmament measures for the sake
of maintaining its credibility as a negotiating forum. I believe that inm thir
vear's session we should avoid a 'business as usual" approach. This is an
approach which diffuses our attention on general discussions on all the
issues, ending with no action on any. Rather, we should make this an
action-oriented session in order to achieve concrete results.



CD/Pv.588
17

(Mx. Arteaga, Vepezuela)

It is ifddisputable that the international community hag agreed to
preserve and conserve outer space for exclusively peaceful purposes and for
the benefit of all mankind. Even though it is recognized that weapons have
not been deployed in space, there are certain weapons or systems of such
weapons that could be placed in that environment. We observe that the talks
or. sivategic nuclear weapons carried out by the United States and the
Scviet Union have not succeeded in reaching a solution to the problem of the
guziitative improvement of nuclear weapons and the creation of new defensive
systems. It seems that the discussion on the relationship between offensive
anl celensive weapons is designed to legitimize the deployment of defensive
sirategic systems, in any environment, including outer space. The 1967 Treaty
on 2rinciples Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of
Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies is in force. We
have all recognized that this instrument plays a very important role in
Tegulating activities related to outer space. What was not foreseen at the
iime when it was negotiated and entered into force was the possibility that
strategic defence weapons and systems might be developed which could operate
it space, from space or towards space. Hence the repeated assertion on
numerous occasions that the legal régime applicable to space is inadequate
tc effectively prevent an arms race in this environment, and it is for
this reason that we have also affirmed the need to negotiate specific
measures designed to prevent an arms race in space. For six years, the

18

Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space has been
operating and has been considering the item. In many respects, over these
years, the Committee has played a useful role which is reflected in the
reports on its work. From the work done by the Committee, it can be concluded
that the stage of general and substantive consideration of the various issues
related to the prevention of an arms race in outer space, as well as the
existing legal régime, has already been passed.

From now on, it is necessary to focus all efforts on the identification
and drawing up of specific measures to achieve the central goal of item 5 of
the agenda of the Conference, which is precisely to prevent an arms race in
outer space. The proposals which have been submitted on specific measures
offer a sound basis for carrying out this work through careful consideration
of them, identifying areas of agreement or convergence and orienting the work
of the Committee towards action. This set of proposals includes a proposal
submitted by Venezuela for an amendment to article IV of the 1967 space Treaty
to change the scope of this Treaty from a partial ban into a total ban. This
is, if you will, a "positive" assessment of the work of the Committee, and
hence we are even more perplexed at the fact that no progress has been

achieved in the consideration of measures designed effectively to prevent an
arms race in outer space.



2

President: . Miss Tessa A.H. Solesby (Uniied Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland)

My turn in this Chair has come in the middle of our spring session.
Thanks to the efficiency of my predecessors, ambassador Batsanov and those who
went before him, the structure of the Conference's work is already well in
place. The ad hoc committees on the nuclear test ban, on chemical weapons,
on prevention of an arms race in outer space, on effective international
arrangements to assure non-nuclear weapon States against the use or threat
of use of nuclear weapons and on radiological weapons are all functioning
smoothly. Informal plenary discussions on the cessation of the nuclear arms
race and nuclear disarmament and on prevention of nuclear war are being held
on a reqular basis. Ambassador Marin Bosch of Mexico has been undertaking
consultations as Special Coordinator on the comprehensive programme of
disarmament and I shall ask him to continue to do that.  Ambassador Kamal
of Pakistan has already held two open-ended consultations on improved and
effective functioning and has announced plans for further such meetings.

I myself shall continue the practice of my predeééégbrs in holding
consultations on proposals for expanding the membership of the Conference.
In other words, this Conference is on automatic control and it is left to
the pilot to make only small adjustments should any become necessary.

CD/PV.594
5

(Mr. Hogg. United Kingdom)

The prevention of an arms race in outer space and the banning of
radiological weapons are also difficult but very desirable objectives. My
Government contributes to the discussions of these subjects, and to the
continuing work on negative security assurances, with the hope that realistic
and substantive progress can be made.



CD/PV.594
16

(Mr. Errera. France)

Hence our aims are clear. Chemical weapons must be eliminated.
Bacteriological weapons must not be produced. Existing nuclear arsenals must
be reduced to the lowest level consistent with the maintenance of deterrence.
The non-dissemination of nuclear weapons remains an imperative, whereas the
use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes is justified. The dissemination
of ballistic technologies must be strictly controlled in so far as they may be
used for aggressive aims. On the other hand, there is no reason to prevent
cooperation in space for civilian and scientific purposes.

(-.-)
18

France further recommends the development of outer-space confidence-
building measures in the form of a "code of conduct" for civilian and military

satellites, as it has already indicated, specifically in the Ad Hoc Committee
on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space. .

(...)

We favour the adoption by the parties concerned of regional
confidence-building and security measures. Information is the prime
condition of confidence. Transparency and confidence-building measures,

i.e. mutual information on force capabilities and strengths, and on the
movements of armed forces, reduce the sense of threat and paves the way for
disarmament proper. For that, a framework is needed, which may be a regional
organization, and means of inspection in situ and by satellite are needed.
France would be willing to disclose information available to it to regional

19

agencies responsible for transparency. It would favour the transmission to
such regional agencies of the means of observation, in particular those in
outer space that may be available to Europe and the United Nations.



CD/PV.596
-a-

The prevention of the arms race in outer space is among the most crucial
issues on which the Conference's effectiveness will one day be determined.
The subject has become more and more important in view of the rapid
development of space exploration technology and especially the increasingly
obvious desire to use space for military purposes. In the face of this
threat, we must do our utmost to safeguard this common heritage of mankind
from the slightest risk of militarizatiom. It is clear that space studies
must be encouraged and programmes for the peaceful use of outer space
supported. The legal void surrounding the use of space must be filled as
rapidly as possible. 3

CD/PV.596
-8 -

(Mr. Hlaing, Myanmar)

The Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space has
been re—established this year with the same mandate as in the past. However,
we find it regrettable that it was not possible to improve the mandate of the
previous years. Our delegation looks with keen interest upon the initiative
of Ambassador Garcia Moritan of Argentina which has enabled the Committee to
dwell on the subject in a more practical way.
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(Mr. Shannon, Canada)

Last year, I had the honour to be appointed Chairman of the
4d Hoc Committee on outer space. It was a difficult task. We are very
pleased that this year, under the able chairmanship of Ambassador Roberto
Garcia Moritdn of Argentina, the Ad Hoc Committee has begun to focus in
greater detail on questions of terminology and definition. It has always been
Canada's view that we can only achieve progress on this item if we have first
been able to agree on the meaning of certain of the basic concepts involved.
Iwo of my predecessors as Canadian Ambassador here had earlier addressed this
issue in this forum and I am delighted now to be able to report to them that,
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however informally, the Committee is tackling the question of terminology and
definitions through a friend of the Chair, Mr. Monkton of the United Kingdom
delegation.

Canada is one among those countries which, without wanting to confuse the
two distinct mandates of this Conference and of the United Nations Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of OQuter Space, believe that there may be areas of
complementarity in which each can learn from the other. The question of
establisring an agreed terminology and definitions is one such area, as has
been pointed out by the friend of the Chair who is coordinating this
particular subject, and I wish him well. I am also pleased that another
friend of the Chair will be exploring the feasibility of ensuring increased
transparency in the use of space, as a first step toward confidence-building
measures. I want to take this opportunity to welcome the Soviet working paper,
tabled as document CD/0S/WP.45, which we consider to be a useful compendium of
existing confidence-building proposals and which we hope may help us to focus
on the most promising avenues which should be followed in this area. Canada's
interest in the peaceful use of space remains very high. Many of you will be
aware that in October 1991 we will host a meeting of the International
Astronomical Federation in Montreal and that, immediately before the IAF
meeting, there will be a workshop for developing countries on space,
co-sponsored by Canada, the United Nations and IAF.
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(Mrs, Theorin, Sweden)

The partial test-ban Treaty, which bans nuclear-weapon test explosions,
and any other nuclear explosions, in the atmosphere, in outer space and under
water, has, for obvious reasons, reduced radiocactive contamination of the
atmosphere. As a disarmament measure, however, it has been of marginal

importance since the Treaty does not contain provisions prohibiting
underground nuclear explosions.

CD/PV. 599
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(Mr. Neagu, Romania)

We support all measures that have been agreed upon bilaterally or
multilaterally to prevent the introduction of weapons and weapons systems
in outer space. We appreciate the fact that the Ad Boc Committee on the
Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space has resumed its activity with a more

targeted orientation. 1In the same spirit we commend the work of the Ad Hoc
Committee on Radiological Weapons,
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(Mx, Errera, France)

I have asked for the floor today in order to introduce a working paper
(distributed under number €D/1092) relating to the prevention of an arms race
in space. In its recent arms control and disarmament plan which I had
occasion to present here on 6 June last, France propogsed the development of a
regime of confidence-building measures in space, in particular in the form of
a "code of conduct in space" applicable to civilian and military satellites.
The subject of course is not a new one. It has already been discussed within
the Conference, and in particular in its Ad Boc Committee on the Prevention of
an Arms Race in Outer Space, where numerous proposals have been put forward
since 1985, in particular by the Federal Republic of Germany, Canada,
Australia, Poland, the Soviet Union and Argentina. This work demonstrated
that this subject was the focus of growing interest and support. Each of us
is aware of the difficulties involved in a total prohibition of the deployment
of arms in space. How does one define these arms, for example, and above all
how does one verify such a prohibition? ;

On the other hand, by means of confidence-building measures - the
development of registration and rules of behaviour - the purpose is to enhance
the security of space activities by preventing any aggressive use of space.
Experience acquired on Earth does indeed demonstrate that the implementation
of confidence-building and security-building measures can constitute a
fundamental stage leading subsequently to disarmament. This action, in our
view, would not only be in keeping with the interests of all space Powers, but
would contribute to ensuring international stability and help to permit
development in space cooperation for civilian and scientific purposes, in
the interests of all States, in conformity with the spirit of the 1967 outer
space Treaty. That is why, among all the topics under discussion in the
Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space, France is
convinced that it is confidence-building measures which offer the best
prospects for the near future.

France also proposed, in its disarmament plan of 3 June, the creation of
regional agencies responsible for transparency, which would benefit from
access to satellite images in the context of regional agreements on confidence
and security. The usefulness of data derived from space observation in the
monitoring of disarmament agreements or crisis management needs no further
demonstration. Moreover, the international community increasingly recognizes
the need for a regional approach to security and disarmament. France is
therefore ready, for its part, to make a contribution to the establishment of
such agencies, in particular through the training of specialists in photo-
interpretation, the definition of reception facilities which could be made
available to such agencies, and cooperation with other producers of space
images to supply the agencies with the data needed for their operations.

The working paper submitted by my delegation provides further details of
these various proposals. It will also be the subject of a more elaborate
presentation by an expert from the National Centre for Space Studies,

Mr. Pierre-Henri Pisani, at the next meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on the
Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space on 6 August next. I hope that this

contribution will make it possible for the Committee to move forward in its
work.
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(Mr. Neagu. Romania)

(translated from French): Two weeks ago, in the
statement which I had the honour to deliver in this important forum, the
Romanian delegation was pleased to note the imminent signature of the Treaty
on the reduction of strategic armaments. Now, my delegation would like to
join all the other delegations in praising the conclusion of this document
by the Presidents of the United States and the USSR, George Bush and
Mikhail Gorbachev. For the record, I would also like to state that Romania
considers this to be one of the greatest achievements on the road to
disarmament. '

{ o000
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Romania welcomes the intention of the United States of America and
the USSR to carry on this process that has just begun in order to undertake
new negotiations in the direction of further strengthening strategic
stability, inter alia, in outer space. It hopes that such efforts will lead
to the conclusion of new substantive agreements which uphold the structural
changes and positive evolutions of our time. This, of course, will also be of
great help for our negotiations in the Conference.

CD/PV.601
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(Mr. Benhima, Morocco)

The arms race in outer space remains a major source of concern for the
international community. If we are not careful the growing trend towards its
militarization would present serious threats to international détente, which
is now being consolidated, and would ruin progress achieved in other areas.
Everything possible must therefore be done to preserve this common heritage of
all of mankind and to devote all mankind's energies to ensuring access to the
peaceful uses of outer space. To realize this ambition and achieve the goal
related to all issues connected with nuclear disarmament, it is imperative for
the Conference to go beyond the stage of general debates and discussions and
initiate substantive work on all issues without further delay. The demand
for negotiations dealing with these fundamental issues is repeated at each
session. As the sole multilateral negotiating forum in this field, the
Conference has vested in it a responsibility that it cannot shirk or mask,
and has a mandate that it must fulfil.
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(Mr. Ledogar, Unjted States)

Let me turn now to an area where our performance has been less than
outstanding - the Conference's annual report-writing process. This process
threatens to get dut of control. I submit that we spend too much time
(approximately 3 of our 24 working weeks) and too much money (well more than
$US 1,000 a page) on report-writing. The time has come for reform.

During my recent CD presidency I made a serious attempt to reduce the CD
report-writing effort in order to allocate more time to our CW negotiations.
I suggested preparing a relatively brief report, based on the requirements of
rule 45. This would have meant dropping the compilation of groups' political
views on each agenda item - the most time-consuming, contentious and wasteful
part of the report-writing effort. It replicates information available
elsewhere, and it generates large quantities of political smoke and fire more
appropriate to the General Assembly than to the more practical negotiating
body we work in. Furthermore, the CD secretriat asked that the CW portion of

the report be shortened by dropping appendix II, thereby saving a significant
amcunt of money.

While these objectives had broad support, some participants insisted
there could be no changes in cherished routines. Only in the case of the
radiological weapons and outer space ad hoc committee reports have we thus far
seen efforts made to shorten reports or eliminate political wrangling.
Everywhere else we see business as usual - or worse.

CD/PV.603
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Mr. ZAHRAN (Egypt)

: Egygt'§ interest in disarmament matters and in our Conference stems from
?as1c pr1§c1p1es that are deeply rooted in our Arab and African identity and
;gherent in our membership of the Organization of the Islamic Conference and
the Non;Allgne? MoYem?nt, ?f which Egypt was one of the founder members and in

e work of which it is still playing an active role, particularly in
condemning the use of force in international relations and in advocating the
settlement of disputes by peaceful means, the prohibition of the arms race in

: :
uter space, the cessation of the nuclear arms race and the elimination of all
weapons of mass destruction.
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President: Mr. Horacio Arteaga (Venezuela)

On the list of speakers for today I have the representatives of Italy,
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, India, who will do so to introduce
the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on a Nuclear Test Ban, Argentina, on behalf
of the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in
Outer Space, and the Republic of Korea. ’

(e50)
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The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I thank the representative of
India for introducing the report that appears in document CD/1106. I should
also like to sincerely congratulate the delegation of India, responsible for
the chairmanship, on the conclusion of the work of that subsidiary body. I
now call on the distinguished representative of Argentina, Mr. Grossi, who, on
behalf of the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms
Race in Outer Space, will introduce the report of that Committee, which is
contained in document CD/1105.

Mr. GROSSI (Argentina) (translated from Spanish): Allow me at the outset
to extend the most cordial welcome on behalf of my Ambassador and my
delegation to the ambassadors of India, Prakash Shah, Egypt, Mounir Zahran,
and Brazil, Celso Amorim, who are joining this Conference at an especially
important time in its negotiations. We are certain that their presence will
give impetus and creativity to this multilateral negotiating body on
disarmament. As of now we pledge our firmest support and cooperation in our
joint efforts.

/

On behalf of the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on item 5 of the
agenda of the Conference on Disarmament, Ambissador Roberto Garcia Moritan,

I have the signal honour this morning to put before the Conference for its
consideration the report of the Ad Hoc Committee entrusted with the
consideration of item 5 on the agenda of our organ, Prevention of an arms race
in outer space, contained in document CD/1105. In so doing my delegation
would briefly like to stress some aspects related to the report we are
introducing today. These pertain to the task we have been accomplishing
during this session in the exercise of the chairmanship of this subsidiary
body. Firstly, we believe that the report we are introducing this morning

(Cont'qd)
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(M. Grossi, Argentina)
containg certain elements enabling us to assert that the Committee has worked
hard in an attempt to find areas of consensus in a field which is not always
easy. A reading of the report will indicate that the members of the Committee
considered it appropriate this year to adopt a more dynamic and practical
methodology which would enable them to tackle the items before the Committee
in a more detailed manner. The Chair thus drew up a series of lists of
topics, for the purpose of bringing some order into the debate and also to
single out those issues which incontestably enjoy the attention of delegations,
leaving aside those which do not seem to awaken such interest. The lists have

been annexed to the report and might perhaps serve to guide future debates
within this Committee.

For the first time since its establishment in 1985, the Committee made
use of the device of friends of the Chair, in order to tackle three specific
subjects. Respectively, these were important terminological issues for the
prevention of an arms race in outer space, aspects connected with verification
of anti-satellite weapons, and confidence-building measures, including
improvements in the existing and future databases in the space field. On
behalf of the Chairman of the Ad Boc Committee, I should like most especially
to express my gratitude for the valuable cooperation extended in their
capacity as friends of the Chair by Mr. Anthony Monckton of the delegation of
the United Kingdom, Mr. Mahmoud Karem of the delegation of Egypt and
Mr. Mikhail Antyukhin the delegation of the Soviet Union, who coordinated the
consultations related to the three items indicated in the order I mentioned.
The results of their efforts can be consulted by delegations in the shape of
the working documents which will contain their respective reports. The work
of the group coordinators, Mr. Christer Elm of the delegation of Sweden for
the Group of 21, Mr. Marc Finaud of the delegation of France for the
Western Group and Mr. Plamen Grozdanov of Bulgaria and Mr. Mikhail Antyukhin
of the Soviet Union for the Group of East European and other States, as well
as the distinguished delegate of China to the Committee, Mr. Zhan Yang, also
deserve all our thanks. We also most warmly thank the Secretary of the
Committee, Mr. Vladimir Bogomolov.

The prevention of an arms race in outer space is a subject of crucial
importance for the security of all States, whether space Powers or not. The
Ad Hoc Committee which this Conference on Disarmament established six years
ago for the first time reflects that interest and attempts to make progress
in conformity with its programme of work towards the definition of areas of
convergence. We hope that the work that we have done this year has
contributed to that lofty goal.
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President: Mr. Horacio Arteaga (Venezuela)
(translated from Spanish): We move on to the report of the
Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms

Race in Outer Space, which

appears in document CD/1105. As there 'are no objections, we will adopt it.

22

We have come to the conclusion of the 1991 session of the Conference on
Disarmament. I may say that this year's work.in'this forum has been
stimulated by the new international climate of dialogue, openness andf
cooperation prevailing among nations, major agreements in the fie%d of arms
control and other initiatives aimed at strengthening the non-proliferation
regime. At the start of what could be an era of new opportunities, at the
beginning of history instead of the end as it has been called, the
international community should encourage a renewed commitment to, and the
strengthening of, the peace and security mechanisms created under the
Charter of the United Nations. Thus, at present, when we speak of a new world
order - when, under unprecedented circumstances, conditions exis? for
promoting understanding, solidarity and just international relations - t?ere
is a need for efforts to replace old approaches aiming at absolute security by
structures based on common security. In this context the Disarmament
Conference has a significant contribution to make. In this Conference we have
noted a considerable shift towards positions that are more constructive and
conciliatory. I think that what could be and I hope will be an auspicious

trend should encourage future progress in achieving agreements on the various
topics on our agenda.
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Another area that will require additional effort by the Conference is
that relating to the prevention of an arms race in outer space. The work of
the Ad Hoc Committee this year has been fairly fruitful, allowing more
appropriate and in-depth analysis of the aspects relating to this topic. A
good number of proposals have been submitted on measures to prevent an arms

race in outer space, and this should encourage the Committee to step up its
efforts to achieve concrete agreements.
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CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT

CD/1045
17 January 1991

Original: ENGLISH

LETTER DATED 14 JANUARY 1991 FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE

UNITED NATIONS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT

TRANSMITTING THE RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS ON DISARMAMENT ADOPTED
BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS FORTY-FIFTH SESSION

I have the honour to transmit herewith the texts of the resolutions
adopted by the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session, which entrus:
specific responsibilities to the Conference on Disarmament in 1991. The
relevant provisions of those resolutions are reproduced in the Annex.

For the information of the Conference, I also have the honour to transmi®
herewith other resolutions and decisions, dealing with or related to

disarmament matters, adopted by the General Assembly at its forty-fifth
session.

(Signed) Javier Pérez de Cuéllar
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- ANNEX

I. Resolutions dealing with disarmament matters

(A) Resolutions that entrust specific responsibilities to the
Conference on Disarmament i

}
At its forty-fifth session, the General Assembly adopted the following

resolutions entrusting specific responsibilities to the Conference on
Disarmament:

(eo0)

45/55 A "Prevention of an arms race in outer space"

page &

(4) 1In resolution 45/55 A, operative paragraph 5 reiterates that the
Conference on Disarmament, as the single multilateral disarmament negotiating
forum, has the primary role in the negotiation of a multilateral agreement or
1greements, as appropriate, on the prevention of an arms race in outer space
in all its aspects; operative paragraph 6 requests the Conference on
disarmament to consider as a matter of priority the question of preventing an
arms race in outer space; operative paragraph 7 also requests the Conference
on Disarmament to intensify its consideration of the question of the
crevention of an arms race in outer space in all its aspects, building upon
areas of convergence and taking into account relevant proposals and
initiatives, including those presented in the Ad Hoc Committee on the
frevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space at the 1990 session of the
tonference and at the forty-fifth session of the GCeneral Assembly; operative
saragraph 8 recognizes, in this regard, the relevance of considering measures
on confidence-building and greater transparency and openness in space as
stated in report of the Ad Hoc Committee; operative paragraph 9 further
requests the Conference on Disarmament to re-establish an ad hoc committee
with an adequate mandate at the beginning of its 1991 session and to continue
building upon areas of convergence with a view to undertaking negotiations for
the conclusion of an agreement or agreements as appropriate, to prevent an
arms race in outer space in all its aspects; and operative paragraph 10 urges
~he Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America to
pursue intensively their bilateral negotiations in a constructive spirit with
a view to reaching early agreement for preventing an arms race in outer space,
and to advise the Conference on Disarmament periodically of the progress of
their bilateral sessions so as to facilitate its work.
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(b) Other resolutions and decisions dealing with disarmament matters

At the forty-fifth session, the General Assembly also adopted the
following resolutions dealing with disarmament matters:

45/50 "Amendment of the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water"

s 2 )

45/55 B "COnfidence-building measures in outer space"

(.o d)

45/58 B "Bilateral nuclear-arms negotiations"

(---)
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45/58 H  "Bilateral nuclear-arms negotiations"
(...)
45/62 A "Declaration of the 1990s as the Third Disarmament Decade"
CD/1045
page 9

II. Resolutions relating to disarmament matters

It should be noted that, at its forty-fifth session, the General Assembly
adopted the following resolutions relating to disarmament matters:

(...)

45/72 “International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space”



UNITED A
NATIONS

General Assembly i

: ' A/RES/45/50
13 December 1990

Forty-fifth session
Agenda item 47

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

[on the report of the First Committee (A745/769)]

45/50. mwwmﬂgax_wgmm
5mm£hma—in_0mx_s.pmm;_wm
Ihe General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 44/106 of 15 December 1989,

that a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty is the
highest-priority measure for the cessation of the nuclear arms race and for the
achievement of the objective of nuclear disarmament,

Recalling also its resolution 1910 (XVIII) of 27 November 1963, in which it
noted with approval the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in
Outer Space and under Water, 4/ signed on S5 August 1963, and requested the
Conference of the EBighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament 2/ to continue with a
sense of urgency its negotiations to achieve the objectives set forth in the
preamble to the Treaty,

Becalling further that more than one third of the parties to the Treaty have
requested the Depositary Governments to convene a conference to consider an

amendment that would convert the Treaty into a comprehensive test-ban treaty,

1/ United Nations, Ireaty Series, vol. 480, No. 6964.

2/ The Committee on Disarmament was redesignated the Conference on
Disarmament as from 7 February 1984.

90-35636 29472 (E) '
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that such a conference will facilitate the
attainment of the objectives set forth in the Treaty and thus serve to streagthen
it,

Noting with satisfaction that the meeting for the organization of the
Amendment Conference of the States Parties to the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon
Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water was beld in New York from
29 May to 8 June 1990, and taking note of the report of that meeting, 3/

1. Notes with satisfaction that the Amendment Conference of the States
Parties to the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer
Space and under Water will be held in New York from 7 to 18 January 1991:

2. Calls upon all parties to the Treaty to participate in, and to contribute
to the success of, the Amendment Conference for the achievement of a comprehensive
puclear-test ban at an early date, as an indispensable measure towards
implementation of their undertakings in the preamble to the Treaty:

3. Reiterates its copnviction that, pending the conclusion of a comprehensive
puclear-test-ban treaty, the nuclear-weapon States should suspend all nuclear-test
explosions through an agreed moratorium or unilateral moratoria;

4. Recommends that arrangements be made to ensure that intensive efforts
continue, under the auspices of the Amendment Conference, until a comprehensive
nuclear-test-ban treaty is achieved;

S. Recommends also that the Amendment Conference establish a working group,
or other means it deems appropriate, to study, jnter alia, the organization of
control, institutional mechanisms and legal aspects of a comprehensive
puclear-test-ban treaty and to report its comclusioas to the Conference:;

6. Stresses the importance of ensuring adequate co-ordination among the
various negotiating forums dealing with a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty;

7. Decides to include in che provisional agenda of its forty-sixth session
the item entitled "Amendment of the Treaty Banniang Nuclear Weapon Tests in the
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water”.

i1/  PTBT/CONF/1.
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General Assembly A

GENERAL

A/RES/45/55
13 December 1990

Forty-fifth session
Agenda item 53

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

[on the report of the FPirst Committee (A7457775))

45/55. Preveption of ap arms race in outer space

A

Prevention of an arms race in outer space
Ihe Geperal Assembly,

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in
vuter space for peaceful purposes,

the exploration and use of

Reaffirming the will of all States that the exploration and use
space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies
furposes, shall be carried out for the benefit and in the interest of all

countries, irrespective of their degree of economic or scientific development, and
shall be the province of all mankind,

Reaffirming also provisions of articles III and IV of the Treaty on Principles

9overning the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,
wcluding the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, 1/

of outer
. shall be for peaceful

Eecalling the obligation of all States to observe the provisions of the

charter of the United Nations regarding the use or threat of use of force in their
international relations, including in their space activities,

1/ Resolution 2222 (XXI), annex.
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Reaffirming further paragraph 80 of the FPinal Document of the Tenth Special
Session of the General Assembly, 2/ in which it is stated that in order to preveat
an arms race in outer space further measures should be taken and appropriate
international negotiations held in accordance with the spirit of the Treaty,

Taxing note of its previous resolutions op this issue and of the Declaration
adopted by the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned
Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989, 3/ and taking note also of
the proposals submitted to the General Assembly at its teath special session and at
" its regular sessions, and of the recommendations made to the competent organs of
the United Nations and to the Conference om Disarmament,

Recognizing the grave danger for internationsl peace and security of an arms
race in outer space and of developmeats contributing to it,

Emphasizing the paramount importance of strict compliance with existing arms
limitation and disarmament agreements relsvant to outer space, including bilateral
agreements, and with the existing legal régime concerning the use of outer space,

Noting that bilateral negotiations between the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America have continued since 1985 with the
declared objective of working out effective agreements aimed, jnter alia, at
preventing an arms race im outer space,

Helcoming the re-establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an
Arms Race in Outer Space at the 1990 session of the Conference on Disarmament, in
the exercise of the negotiating responsibilities of this sole multilateral
negotiating body on disarmament, to continue to examine and identify, through
substantive and general consideration, issues relevant to the prevention of an arms
race in outer space, :

Noting also that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in
Outer Space, taking into account its previous efforts since its establishment in
1985, continued the examination and identification of various jssues, existing
agreements and existing proposals, as well as future initiatives relevant to the
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