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“Whon preacliers of tha Gospel become parties in party
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disputes agitale oven the fathiol of the lind. Such preachen,
o matter which oide they take, ura no Jasger the mosseagars
ef ziad liditgx, bat the geedauen of canfus un, And wastess of
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TORONLO, JANUARY, 1845.

PROSPECTUS
OF ANEW WESLEYAN METHODIST

PERIODICAL, to be pubhshed in Toron-

to, on the 1st day of cvery month, till the

next Scs§i0n of Conference, or longer, if
necessary.

A brief Prospectus, or rather a natification,
merely, having beenalready pblished, of the
intention to circulate a journal with the above
title; it is now thought praper to lay before
the public a Prospectus of a more definite
character,declaring the principles and grounds
ou which subscriptions are invited to the un-
dertaking, from every class of inhabitants in
the Province.

It is unnecessary to conceal thatthe oceasion
which calls this journal into existence, is that
of the recent interference of the Rev. Eger-
ton Ryerson. a prominent member of the
Methodist Conference, in political contro-
versy tosuch an extent asto raisc the greatest
apprehensions of a divisien in the church, as
well as of an immediate separation in affec-
tion, of thike who have been so long happily
united in the doctrines dnd discipline of that
church: whe if undisturbed by theirMinisters
inrelation to their diverse political opinions,
would undoubtedly remain united, holding
their vatious opinions as private individuals,
without a diminution of Brotherly love, ora
violation of the integrity of the church. It is
contended by the persons intreducing this
Jouraul, that it i impossible to maincain unity
and Brotherly love, while any Minister of the
Body is allowed to take an active part in the
politics of the day. It being impossible for
Minisiprs, any more than for the people, to
think alike on these subjects; it is equally
impossible to avoid the division-into parties

of the members of the church, who in every
stution and circuit of the Province, from the
affection entertained by the people for their
Ministers, would consequently be arrayed on
cither side agreeable to the opinions of their
Ministers.

When this is considered in connection with
the itinerant system, it i3 impossible not to
foresce that the Members of the church in
their several Jocalities would be exposed to
incessant political agitation, destructive of
persunal piety,and tending to a certainty, to
adissolution, of the whole church. For one,
or two years, 2 majority in a particular place
wauld cordially accept of their ministers’ la-
bours, in consequence of affinity in political
opinions,and the wminority in that place would
be grieved and dissatistied. On the removal
of that minister in accordance with the itin-
-grant plan, the tables wuu}d be turned,—the
minarity would-be pleased, and the majority
dissutisfied. Or, # no change of political
opinion should accompany the change of
ministry, the state of things would be no bet-
ter on that account, asthe same two parties iu
the church would remuin.

It requires, surely, no more words to prove,
that the peace, prosperity and integrity of the
churgh, is incompatible withthe public inter-
ference of the Clergy in the politics of the
country.

We may also say, that if one be allowed to
interfere, because of some peculiar circum-
stances seeming to countenance such inter-
ference, there always will be such circum-
stances, inthe judgment of those whose minds
are excited on political afiairs. It follows,
that if one were zllowed to interfere, there
ave no reasons for objecting to the interfer-
cnce of any or all of them; nor any means
of preventing it.  Aud if Ministers of one
denomination may publicly interfercin politi-
czl controvarsy, so may the Ministers of all
denominatious, with a view of influencing the
votes of their people.  Inte the effects politi-
cally we shall not enter at present.  But,any
one must know the unhappy results in the
progress of religion.

If in the next session of Conference some
declaration on this subject, satisfactory to all
the members of the church, be not made,
disappointment and dissatisfaction will ensug
of the most perniciols conzequences, and
which must result in the organization of
another Methodist church, entirely neuter as
to politics. A result exceedingly disastrous,

-a0d: which. our-most strcauous cfforts shall.be

made 1 prevent,

The uge in which we live is a remarkable
age, and when we look at the extraordinary
movement made by the consolidation of the
Free church in Scotland, and the agitation
going on in other churchies, it is impossiblo
to resist the conclusion, thut the visible church
is about to assume a better position in the
world. Tt is about to be sepurated from all
state influence, and state protection, and to
be made to rely on the Worp or Gob only,—
that great instrument which is destined to
bring the church to perfection in the world,
and to realize the sublime languago of pro-
pheey to the very letter.  Theso events, and
prospects, affect the minds aud stie up the
piety of thousands of the members of the
Mcthodist church, and they anxiousiy look to
their Ministers to tzke the lead in all move-
ments of improvement and preparation for the
approaching states of the church, both as o
being suffiring witaesses, and happy and
prosperous partakers of its glorious success.

But the orzanization of the Methodist church
prevents the people taking the initiative in
any aiteration of their system of government,
that by @ majority of the members may be
thought incompatible with the improvement
required by the age.  Late events, to which
we have referred, have shown that they. have
not been able to ebtain the atiention of the
bndy of Ministers officially, or even to have
their views discussed in the Christian Guar-
dian—the journul that gnrs the namo of the
organ of the Methadist church; more strictly,
we thivk. it ought not to be considered any
other than the organ of the Confereuce.  To
this we mako no objection, so lung as itis
fully understood. 1t is impussible thut it can
be the organ of the people, unless it admits
the discussion of subjects in which all are in-
terested, whose object is the general good of
the bady.

The prajectors of the Wesleyan Mcthodist,
consider there are sufficient reesons for it
establishment, and good grounds on which w
hope for general civeulation among the mem-
bers of the Mcthodist church, and of the at-
tendantson the Methodist Ministry, whose
numbers form an important portion of the
population ; atarandom estimate, we suppo.e
their number not to be under 120,000,

The menagers of the Wesleyan MMothodist,
have no objeet of persomal gain in view in
esieblishing the journal in question; as before
notified, the profit,if any, will be appropriated
for the bencfit of the church. And as they
have no personal object, they have no antag-
onistfeclings oftany-kind,-as.a motive for the
undertaking. The Journal may circulate in
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harmony with the Christian Guardiam in

every family. Improvement, and the friendly
discussion of the means thereto, istheir object,
N0t np,msition of any kind, Tho two Jjour-
nals will support a common fund, and with
mutual good-will, will support a common
cause in allits important interests.  Thoy
way benefit the common cause by mutuat la-
bour, and check or encourage cuch other for
the commun good ; thut as it is written—as
Iron sharpeneth Tron so doth the countenanco
of a man his friend.

It is well known, snd has beeu before al-
luded to, that the lnity in the Methodist church
have no interfereuce in the government of the
church; it is equally evident, that the minis-
tera are no more infallible than they; indeed,
the former bave never pretended that all ca-
pacity of improvement exclusively originated
with themselves.

If primitive christianity isto be restored to
the carth, ministers and people will be equal
in wisdom and in gifts, in purity sud zeal;
and the logitimate, and true voice of the
church will be a3 inthe enliest days, asmen-
tioned in the decision of the church, declared
by 8t. James : —* It scemed good to the Holy
Ghost, and to us, ta lay upon you no other
burthien.”

To realize this desirable consummation,
the puinciple object for issuingthe * Wesleyan
Methodist,” is to discus: "o propriety of a
loy-representation in the Conference, If
this and other subjects conld be discussed in
the Christian Guardian there would be no
occasion for the Wedeyan Methodist. The
advacates of iinprovement are vow excluded
from this benefit, and also excluded from be-
ing heoard in the Conferenco, and there re-
mains to them no other course then the
presentone.  Surely there is no ono so ex-
clusively attachcd to the Methodist system of
Church Government os to deny the possibility
of improvement; but to object to the discus-
sion is equal to, such denial.

Tho managers of the Wesleyan AMethodist
are of opinion that the time is not distant
when the word of God will be the supreme
Jaw in overy Church of Christ on carth, and
the exccutivo portion of Church Government
be in the Councils of the members, solcly
regarding that word, and led by the spirit
therein,

An important step has been taken in the
recent disenthralment of the Free Church in
Scotland, which seems to place that Church
in advance of all others for usefulness at pre-
sent, and toindicate divine approbation of its
proceedings and position.

Tho History of the Christian Church seems
to exhibit a series of revivals and declensions;
the advance position being occupied by one
portion for a time, and which has been occu-
pied by anather on the declension in energy,
zeal, and faithfulness of their predecessor to
their day of visitation.

At one time, the Waldenses had this dis-
tinction, then the Lutherans and Reformed
Churchces, then the Puritans, afterwards the
Methodists, Each Church seems to have
hiad its-peculiar call and daty, comesponding
1 that of the Judges of Isreel, who arose

indiscriminately from all the tribes. Ench'

Church bas unfortunately considered its own
systemand progress perfectaud consummated,
leaving no room for improvement ; forgetting
the well known tendency to moral and apiri-
tual stagnation, inseparable from buman na-
ture, aud overlooking the necessity for some
now modification, of the same aystem, to
rouse the people to their duty again. We
believe no Christian Chureh will attain the
eminence of perfection, till the times of the
restitution of all things ; but that every pe-
riodical rovivel will bring the whole visible
Church nearar to that State,

Mr. Robinson, the pastor of tho Puritan
Flock, sojourning iu Holland, on parting with
them, before they sailed for New Eugland,
cnjnined this principle strongly, urging them
not to consider that they had arrived ut per-
fection as n Church of Christ, norto think
that others more zealous and faithful might
not go beyond them, or that they had sounded
the whole depth of the holy Scriptures, so as
to have arvived at perfection,

fle was right, other Churches have since
made greater advances, and thoe Methodist
Church among the number; but the latter is
only in a similar situatien to that of the Puri-
tan Flock, on its spiling for New England,
except they may be nearer to perfection.
There are thousands of Methodistsin Canada
lovers of Methodism, who would not wish to
sce their Church retrogade, and will nodoubt
agree with the projectors of the Wesleyan
DMetkodist that a discussion of these princi-
ples will be favourable to the progress of
Mecthodism in the Province. On this ground
their subscription to this paper is cenfidently
expected.

Itis not certain that the object intended
by advocating a lay-representation iu the
Conference, may not be fully accomplished
by the circulation of the Werleyan Methodist,
The Managers will be satisfied by accomplish-
ingtheirobject either way, which they take the
opportunity aguin to assert, is purely the pros-
perity of tho Church—the advancement of
religion and the Glory of God, in the preve-
lence of truth. That the circulation of the

Wesleyan Methodist may sccomplish the
object in view, will furtlier appear from the
following considerations.

The Clristian Guardian is the avowed
organ of the Confercuce, therefore it would
not be blameable that the Christian Guardian
should exclude from its columns the discus-
sion of all subjects on which the Conference
had-not made up their mind, 23 in most cases,
an impression would be made that whatever
appcared there, had previously been digested
and concurred in by them. Therefore, in
tho Wesleyan Methodist, the Methodist h}in-
isters, themselves, will find a suitable channel
for communicating their views on all subjects
connected with the interests of Methodism,
on which the Conference have not decided,
and with regard towhich they canuot be comn-
mitted 1« any particular course.

On this ground the potronage of the
Methodist Ministry is invited, supported
by the consideration that they are sustaining
their own causeboth in a pecuniary and spiri-

tual and moral sense.

The Wesleyen Methodist will be conducted
in a spirit of kindness and courtesy to all
without exception. Its pages will not be
employed to provoke or itritate any portion
of the Canadian population, of any denomina-
tion of Christiaus, It will opposc immorality
wherever it is exhibited, but edmit within the
pale of the visible Church, oll who take the
name of Christiun, leaving every one to be
his own master, to stand or full ; and remem-
bering him who hath said, * judge not,” and,
“vengeance is mine.”

It will alsv employ its columns in giving
Missionary Intelligence, as extensively as
possible. The timo i3 come, that requires
professing Christians to look at the state of’
the whole world, os well as on the condition
of their own particular community. To en-
courage o Catholic-spirit and a laudable rival-
ry in doing good ; attention will be specially
paid tothe statistics of the Christian Religion
throughout the world ; as cvents which seem
to bo creeping are indced rapidly edvancing,
the prospect of which is caleulated to inspire
with renewed energy every sincere possessor
of Christianity and to rouse the sleeping
world. The Wesleyan Mcthodist will not
commit itself to party politics at all, but will,
when thought proper, give fuithful reports,
from the other portions of the Canadian
Press.

All denominationg of Christians in the
Province may be interested in the suceess of
the TVesleyan Muthodist, for though, of ne-
cessity, it bears a sectarianname, its columns
will so yegard the general interest of all de-
nominations us to render it acceptable to
them ali.

Members of the Methodist Church, and in-
deed, all persons wishing to make communi-
cations will be placed on the usual footing of
correspondents.  Their names must be given
in confidence with all communications, which
the managers will claim the right to reveal,
in cases of extreme necessity, and or ordinary
occasions they will take the responsibility of
them, provided proper testimonials of authen-
ticity accompany suchcommupications. Noth-
ing will be received havinga tendency to re-
flect on individual chat .cter,—ta degrado the
Ministry of the Methedist, or any other
Church. Xindness and courtesy to all will
be the rule, the veglect of which; we bope,
neither love of truth nor devation to thecause
of religion will justify.

RECAPITULATION.

It may be very necessary on the issuc of
the first number of this paper, to explain the
plan of its contonts, with reference to the ob-
Jject of i1 publication.

Thereis, fint, the Prospectus explaining
the cause of its appearance, anddeclaring the
principles on which the journal will be con-
ducted. This is followed by 2 series of let-
ters, numbered from one to twelve—which
are nearly all the documents which bave ap-
peared in various portions of the Provincial
Press, and which bave issued in consequence
of *ho public political writings of the Rev’d
Egerton Ryerson. This is fullowed by an
Editorial article analysing briefly iho doco-
mehts 1eferred to, cxhibiting their principal
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points caleulated to show the necasvity for
the discussion of the bost moans of averting
the evil consequence to the Methodist church
of a public interference in political contro-
vorsy on the part of its Ministers.

In pursuance of our promise in tho Pro-
spectus, we have adied the article entitled
Tastoral faithfulness, with a view of reviving
the zeal aud energy of all who love Metho-
dism as it was found under the management
of its venerated TFather, in refereuce to its
spiritual prosperity. Other articles are add-
cd, subordinately, in accordance with our
intended plan,

Having, in the Prospectus and other ar-
ticles herein referred to, made out a case
Justifying, demanding and encouraging the
issue of the * Wesleyan Methodist,” wo send
it forth with a pure and fervent desire that it
may assist in advancing the prosperity of the
church, by discussingin perfect harmony with
all its other agencies, the general intevest.

Wo have further to notice, thatthe present
number is an experimental one as to periods
of publication,—viz., whether monthly, twice
a month, or weekly in future ; and also as to
the size of the paper. Both will depend on
the direction of public opinion, and the de-
mands of subscribers. Al that is fixed in *he
matter is, that it will at all events be issued
monthly for six months from January 1st,
1845, on the terms herein stated.

PASTORAL FAITHFULNESS.

“ How I kept back nothing that was pro-
fitable unto you, but have showed you and
have taught you publicly, and from house to
house. Wherefore 1 take you to record thiz
day, that I am pure from the blood of all
men, For I have not shunued to declare unto
you the whole counsel of God.?—Acts xx.
0, 26, 27.

* Such was the pastoral character of St. Pav, |
such, perhaps, to an equel extent was thet
of the Rev. John Wesley, the founder ol
Methodism. His successors in the Ministry ¢
aspire, it is to be haped, to the sume perfec-!
tion. 'We do not hesitate to assert the im-!
possibility of success, unless the same plan:

e
the counsel of God, in matters essentinl to
lioliness and salvation, And, after years of
labour, perl:aps honoured by thousands, as a
profitable and popular preacher, when etor
nity bursts upon him, he is condemned by
these very scriptures, and porishes, through
gome besetting sin.  Failing ina perfect ex-
ample, ho is convicted of having encouraged
sin, while he preached the Gospel. How
awful then is the Pastoral office! What
dreadful responsibility rests on tho head of
cvery man that enters a pulpit, and reccives
pay for taking the oversight of souls! To
illustrate a little, a loitering, gossipping min-
ister, cannot cffectively exhort his chargeto
redeem their time, and avoid unprofitable and
ncedless conversation,—a practice as destruc-
tive of holiness, us drunkenness. He cunnot
reprove cffectively the excessive use of to-
buceo, wines and spirituous liquors, if he
touches them at all himself.  1f he does not
visit all his charge, vich and poor, without re-
spect of persons, or unfettered by any other
circun atance whatever, he caunot enforce
pastoral duties by teaching. These are only
hiuts of the nature of the illustration this sub-
ject bears, Lut the application of it to all du- |
ties is easy. A\s we cannct pretend to teach !
the deep lessons this subject requires, we re-
fer to the following specimon of the Reverend }
John Wesley's teaching, for which purpose’
alone we raako the present introductory re-
marks. Would to God he had more follow-
ers in every denomination of christians ; buti
if any are under more obligation than others, i
to respond to his faithful call, it is the Wes-
leyan Methodist Ministry :

From the Minules of the English Conference in 1766, fj

Mr. Wesley snys: « All hitherto is com- |

paratively little, T come now tospeak of grea-
ter things.

I do not depend on secing another Confer-
ence.  Therefore, I will now speak once fori
all, as taking my leave of you.

I cannot but know more of the state, both
of the Methodist Pireachers and people, than

moral honesty ! To instance only in & fow
particulars,

‘What scrvants, journeymen,labourers, car-
penters, bricklayers, do as they would be
done by} Which of them does as much work
ushecan? Set him down for a knave that
does not.

‘Who does as ho would be done by in buy-
ing and solling horses 7 Wiite him knave
that docs not.  And the Methodist kuave is
the worst of all knaves.

2. Family religion is shamefully wanting,
and almost in cvery branch.

And the Methodists in general will be littlo
better till we take quite another course with
them, TFor what avails public Preacking
alone, though wo would preach like Angels?

‘W must instruct them from Louse to house:
till this is done, and that in good earnest, the
Methodists will be little Letter than other
people.

But wo shell find many difficulties both in
ourselves and the people.

1. In oursclves thero is much dulness
and laziness; so that there will be much ado
to get us to be fuithful in the work,

2. We have akso a base man-pleasing tem-
per, which makes us let men perish, rather
than Jose their love; and let them go quietly
to hell, lest we should anger them,

3. Some of us have also a foolish bashful-
ncss. We know not how to begin, or to speak
plainly. We blush to speak for Christ, or to
contradict the devil, or to save o soul.

4. Our interest stops our mouths, and
makes us unfaithful in the work of Christ.

5. But the great hindrance is weakness of
faith: so our whole motion is weuk, because
the spring of it is weak.

6. Lastly, we are unskilful in the work.

How few know how to deal with men, so
as to get within them, and suit all our dis-
course to their several conditions and tempers,
to choose the fittest subject and follow them,
with a holy mixture of seriousness, and tenior,

Jbe pursued,and the individuals have obtained | any other person ; because 1see more of the g;‘"d love, and meekness, and evangelical al-
that entire Christian liberty, to be ablo to say, | Preachers, and more of the People in every | lurements?
I have kept nothing buck that was profitable | part of the Kingdom, Therefore I can give: And wehuve as many difficultiesto grapple

unto you, and can make the snme appeal to
Gad, of being pure from the blood of all
men, and say also, 1 have declared unto you
the whole counsel of God ; that is, enforced,
with every moral-and christian duty without
exception, by precept and by oxample.
Where the latter is deficient, the former
is, aud wmust always be withheld. We
do not say that an unholy Minister may ndt
preach the principal truths of the Gospel.
But, in accordance with that deep sentiment
of our Lord, “ If thine cye is single thy whole
bodyshall e full of light.” We assert that no
man can perceive clearly, and feel strongly
on subjects relative to which his practico is
deficient. Ho may preach many good ser-
mons, and edify many ; but he cannot com-
mand and ensure the effect of his labours, as
men full of faith and the Holy Ghost must
always do. "With any less qualification than
this, he will kcep something back, ho- will'be
defiled with.the blood of souls, and-withhold

you such an account, bath of *he Prcnchcw!
and the people, as no body clse can. Andi
you are Tully assured that Lamnot prejudiced |
agatnst either the Preachers or the people.

To begin with the latter. The world says:
the Methodists are no betier than any other |
people.  Thisis not true.  Yet it is nearer:
the truth, than we are willing to imagine. §

For 1st. Personal religion, cither toward |
God or man, is amazngly superficial among
us.

I can but just touch on 2 few generals.

How little faith is there among us, how
little communion with Ged! How little liv-
ing in heaven,—walking in cteinity, deadness
to every creature !

How much love of tho world: desire of
pleasure, of case, of praise, of gettingmoney.

How little brotherly love!  "What contin-
usl judgingono:another! "What gossiping,
evil speaking, tale bearing! ‘What want of

s
b
¢
i
i

with in our people.

1. Too wany of them will be unwilling
to be taught, till we conquer their perverse-
ness by the force of reason and the power of
love.

2. And many arc so dull that they will
shun being taught for fear of showing their
dulness.  And, indecd, you will find it ex-
tremely hard to make them understand the
very plainest points.

3. And itis still harder to fix things in
their heart, without which.all our labour is
lost. If you huve not, therefore, great seo-
rviousness and fervency what good can you
expect? And when all is done, itis the
Spirit of Grace, he alone, who must do the
work.

4. And when we have made some impres-
sions upon their hearts, if we look not after
them, they will soon dic away.

But.as.great asthislabonr of private in-
struction is, it is absolutely necessary; for,
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after ell our preaching, many of our people
arc almost as ignorant as if they had never
heard the Gospel. 1 study to speak as plain
as I can; yet I frequently mect with those
who have been my hearers many years, who
know not wheth.r Christ bo God or man, or
that infants have any original sin.  And how
few are there, that know the nature of re-
pentance, fuith, *nd holiness?  Most of them
have n sort of confidence that Christ will
Justify and save them, while the world has
their hearts, und they live to themselves.
And I bave found by experience that one of
them has learned more from an hout's close
discourse, than from ten year's public preach-
ing,

And, undoubtedly, this private application
is implied in those solemn words of the
Apostle: = I charge thee before God and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick
and the dead at his appearing, preach the
word, be tnstant in scasen and out of season ;
reprove, rebuke, cxhort with all long suffering
and doctrine.”

This is likewise ncceseary to the greater
glory of God, and the fuller success of the
Gospel O Brethren, if we could genorally
set this work on foot, in all our socicties, and
prosecute it skilfully and zealously, what
glory would redoundto God thereby ! If the
common ignorance were thus  banished, and
our vanity and idleness turned into the study
of the way of life, and every shup, and every
house busied in speaking of the word and
works of Gad; surely God would dwell
in our habitations and nake them his delight.

And this is necessary to the welfare of our
people, many of whom neither believe nor
repent to this day  Look round about, and
see how muny of them are still in apparent
danger of damnntion! And how can you
walk, and talk, and be merry with such peo-
ple, when you know their case 1 Methinks
whan you look them in the face, you sheuld
bregk forth in tears, as the prophiet did when
he looked upon Ifazacl, aud theu set on
then with the maxtyehement and importunate
expostulstions, O, then, for God's szke, and
for the sake of poot suuls, bestic yourselves,
and spare no pains that may conduce to their
salvation

What cause have we to Lleed before the
Lord this day, thut hase so Jong neglected
this great and good wawih? that have been
nreachers sn many years, and have dose sv
tirtle, by perconal istructions, for the saving
of men's soulst If we had but sct on this
wark snaner.ho'y many more might have been
broyght to Christ !

And buw much holier and happier might
w2 have made our secicties before now!
4nd why might we not have done it sooner
There were many hindrances in the way.
and so there ore still and always will be.
But the greater hindrauce was in oursclves,
in our dulness and litticness of faith and love,
O that God would thoroughly humble us, and
rause us ta bewail our own neglects; that we
-ny not think it erough tu lament the sins of
othery, widle we overlook our own?

But it is objected, 1st. This coarse will
take up so much time, that we shall hava no
time to follow our studies,

t

!

i
|

:
!

I auswer, to gain knowledge is a good just so, said George Bell. And what is the
thing, but saving sowss isbetter. 2, By this  fruit? Why now, he nether reads the Bible
very thing you will gain the most excellent | nor any thing clse.
knowledge of God and eternity. 3. But you; This is rank enthusiasm.  If you nced no
will have abundant time for gaining othcr‘book but the Bible, you are got above St,
knowledge too, if you spend all your mourn-| Paul, he wanted otherstoo, Bring the books,
ings theivin,  Unly sleep not more than you ian)‘s he, ut especally the parchments; those

need.  And never be idle or triflingly em-
ployed.  But, 4. If you can do but one,
cithor follow yourstudics or instruct the igno-
raut; let your studies alone; I would throw
by all tho librgries in the world, rather than
be guilty of the perdition of one soul.

It is objected, 2. The people will not sub-
mit to it.  If some do not, athers will gladly.
And the success with them may be so much
as to repay all our labour.

O, let us herein follow the example of St.
Paul: 1, For our general business, serving
the Lord with all kumility of mind. 2. Our|
special work, foke keed to yourselvesand to all |
the flock, 3. Our doctrine, repeataure to-
wards God, and faith s our Lord Jetus Christ.
4. The place and manner of teaching, 1 Zare
taught you publicly and from house to house.
6. Tho object and internal manner, I ccasced
not to warn cvery one night and day with tears,
This it is, that must win souls and preserve
them, 6. Iis innocency, and self-denial for
the advantage of the Gospel, I kave corcted |
no man's silver or gold. 7. His patience, nei- |
ther do 1 count my life dear unto myself.  And
amone all our motives these should ever be
before our eyes:—1. The Church of God
which ke hath purchused with lis owwn blood.
2. Gricrous VWolves shall enter <n; yea, o
your own selves shall men arise. speaking per-
verce things.  'Write all this upon yourhearts,
and it will do you more good than twenty |
years study of lower things.” Here follows |,
minute directions for the conduct of the|
Preachers in visiting from house to house,
which are omitted because of their length.

The faithful servant of God then proceeds. |
Let us in every town, and wherever it is
practicable set up this method in good car-
nest, and we shall soon find why the people !
are not better, viz., “because we are not more
kuowing and more holy.”

!

!
2 Q. Why are we not more knowing? A. |

written on parchment.

But I have no taste for reading. Contract
u tasto for it by use, or return to your trade.

But different men have different tustee.
Therefore some may read less thanothers, but
none should read less then this :—

“ The sum is, go into crery Louse in cour. e,
and teach every one therein, young and old,
if they belong to us, to be Christiansinwardly
and outwardly.”

The above is taken from Miles’ History, a
fuithful Chronological record of Methodism,
by onc of the carly Preackiers. The Histo-
rian adds, “This faithful description of the
Preachers and the people, proved o blessing.
Ior gince that timo, they have increased in
knowledge und holiness.  'What a blessing to
have a fuithful Poster!  And whata comfort
to labour amoung a people that will endure
sound doctrine!  Such was Mr. Wesley, and
such were the Methodists.”

Will our brethren in the Canadian Ministry
permit us to ask, who amobgst them will
strive for the mantle of Elijah, and obtain a
double portion ot his spirit? Who among
them will at once adopt the plan of visiting
from house to house, ou the model set be-
fore themr Dy their venerable Father in the
Gospel?  We say, on his model, for we have
little hope of success if this is disregarded.

The foregoing extractfrom ancient minutes
of Conference might bave been extended. 1f
these very prufituble reminiscences of Me-
thodism should prove acceptable to our read-
crs they will be 1epeated.

THE REV. E. RYERSON AND
TOLITICS.

In the commencement of the present un-
dertaking, we find it necessary to give all the
documents which have, in varions portions of,
the Proviucial Press, been lnid before the
public, on the subject of the Rov. Egerton

Because we are idle, we furget the very fint | Ryenson's pulilic interfercuce in defence of
rule, * Be diligent, never be unemployed a | one side of the great coititativnal dispute
moment. Never be triflingly employed., with which the couni, has been agitated.
Never while away time ; neither spending , Qur object, in su . g, istu place befure tho
more time at any place than is strictly neces- , readers of the Tesl yan Methodist the whole
sulject in histurical order, ss it affects the
olject for which this journal is published. It
is necessary to say, that we only refer to them
fur this purpose, and not with a view of ex-
pressing any opinion, or drawing attention to
theiv political character.

‘We shall not enter into political questions
on any account, but it was thought impossible
to make out a clear case, without inserting

sary.”
I fear there isoltogether a fault in this wmat- |
ter, and that few of us are clear.  Which of |
you spends as mony hours a day in Gad s|
work, as you formerly did w man’s work 1
We talk, talk or read history or what comes |
next w hand  We must, absolutely must.
cure thisevil or give up the whole work.

But how? TRead the most useful books, them.
ond that regularly and constantly. Steadily |y, 150 premise, with reference to these
spend oll the morning in this employ. or at! . yLications, that inasmch as partics on oue
least five hoursin twenty four. side of the present controversy, have made

But I read enly the Bible. Then you  stztemeuts as facts, which are contradicted by
ought to teach others to read-unly the Bible, ; the other side; and, these, offer their denial
and by paiity of reason to bear only the «f thase alledged facts. in langusge consides:
Bible. Duiif so, you need preach no more, { ed to be unbecoming the station and cffice of
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the authors.  We shall not defend theformer,
or oppose the latter.  This Journal ossumes
no responsibihity for those past transactions,
though they are referred to for the purpose
already stated.

The first document marked No. 1, is the
announcement froni-Mr Ryerson himself, of
his intention to defend the position of Sir C.
Metcalfe. Our readers are well aware of the
position of the Rev. Egerton Ryerson, of the
solemn consecration of himeelf-his time,
talents, and influcnce; to the spiritunl work in
connection with the Wesleyan Methadist
Church. They are aware, ulso, that
he held an jwmportant office in  that
Church, being the Principal of Victoria Col-
lege, as well a8 o Preacher of the Gospel;
yet these obligations, it appears, did not deter
him frem the undertakng,

Woe direct the reader to the fact of his in-
terference as bewg voluntary, as he says,
«unsolicited by any human being” which
makes his interference less excusable, if he
really had Ligherubligations.  We also vefer
to the tone of language m which he devotes
himself to a work wferior to the obligations
alrecady Jaid upop him: that, ~he is ready
to relinquish any situation he now fills, rather
than not accomplish this imperative under-
taking,” which is in our apinion cqual to a
rvevocation of his Ordination vows. We
think that the Rev. Gentleman has made a
misteke in comparing tumself with Leonidas.
His enthusiasm and devotion to politics re-
minds us more of the celebrated, Maid of Or-
leans, Joan of Arc. Inanother place, if we
have space, we shall insert the twelve rules
from the discipline of the Muthodist Church.
Dr. Adam Clarke’s opinon of the public in-
terference of Ministers in polites, and the
opinions and decisivns of the British Confer-
ence on the same subject.

We ask our readers in reference to these
documents, as well as by appeal to their own
unbiassed judgment, whether Mr. Eyerton
Ryerson has conformed to the discipline of
the Church and the spirit and object of the
institutions of Methodism? In the event of
vur not haviug space 1 the first number, for
all the above mentioned documents, we in-
sert the following from the Book of Disci-
pline, of the Wesleyan Methodist Church,
“on the duty of Preackers.”

e 1.
i pot presented, and consequently, that portion

of the Church represented by those ofticial
members, were deprived of their just right of
communicating with tho Conference, on the
only occasion which, nccording to the insti-
tutions of Methodism, is afforded them. Weo
only state facts on this part of the subject, by
no means blaming the Minister referred to.
He. doubtless, took the course e thought
best, but the result is undeniable—the mem-
bers of the Church iu their Official Quarterly
Mecting can have noco:amunication with the
Conference, and no influence on their deli-
berations, unless the Minister at tho head of
each Station pleases. This alone, justifiesan
appeal to our brethren throughout the Pro-
vince, through the medium of the Press ; and
that no more offenco maoy be given, by em-
ploying the Provincial Prass generally; it
has been resolved to bave a Piess solely ap-

unpardengble eutroge ou the civil vights and
privileges of the members of the Ci ~ch
Such eanduct must lead to a decision of 10
impartant question, whether it isto be repeat-
ed ngain or not ; this not being the first in-
stance ofit.  Tho decision cannot be ¢nsured
in the uegative, till the voico of the people is
heard in the Conference, ov through the
Press, as a temporary substitute, we hope,
for the former.

Our next subject, No. 3,is the letter of
“Juniug,” which appenved in the Globe,
Muy 21, Itis preceded by editorinl remarks
which will assist in couviueing the public
generally of the impropriety of tho public
interference of the Minnsters of Religion, in
the politics of the day.

By the impression made on the public
mind generally, the Methodist body may per-

ceive how they are rendered an object of in-

propriated to the purpose ; to which we invite | tenso p.ublic interest, throughthe imcrﬁ.:rcncc
the support of the membors of the Church | of their preachers. It .\\'ouH not be dlfﬁﬂ-ﬂt
throughout the pravince. ) im refer to other portions of the Provincinl
The Memoriul, in question, contained a | Press representing other Churches, to show
respectful intimtion thut the public interfer-, the anxicty with which the effect of Mr, Ry-
ence in political controversy of the Rev.;erson’s writings on the members of the Me-
Egerton Ryerson, was in opposition to the | thodist Chutch, waslovhed for. It is impos-
epirit and oljject of the Methadist system, and  sible, under such circumstances, that the
prejudicial to religion generally ; and its ten- | members can avoid mohing themselves objec-
dency was, to draw from the Confuicnco a | ti .nable to one pulitical party, in preportion
declaration to that effect.  No motive caun be | us they give satisfaction to the other,

conceived for the suppression of the Memo-
rial, but the existence of an influence in the
Conference favoursble to Mr. Ryerson on
sume grounds, which even his ovident depar-
ture from Methodist principles, could not
weaken.

We hero see the necessity of having re-
course to some expedient in oppusing the in-
fluence of a few leading men in the Confer-
euce—ar influence which is exercised to the
exclusion of all just and reasonable opposi-
tion, on the part of the overruled majority in
that body. It appears to us, that oniy the
P1ess can do this, and that, by insitting onthe
practice of the first priociples of Methodism,
and by pointing to the wunsequence of the
supremacy of un ecclesiastical aristocracy,

which appears to have been facilitated, and

confirmed, by excluding the interfurence of

the laity in the affairs of the Church.
Though there may be particular affairs of

| The consequence of the enerc’se of such
an instrumentality would be really frightful
'in a religious point of view, and demands

now the setious attention of the 1ulers of all
the Churches in the Piovince.  If they shoult
run the race for political influence with the
government, in which one Minister, has ut-
tempted more than oncoto start the Wesleyan
Methodist Chureh, there would not only be
an end to practical 1¢ligion in the Provinae,
but such a contention among the various de-
nominations of Christians, as would result in
the suppression of all but the strongest.

We ask the whole membership of the pro-.
vince, whatevor their political apinions
may be, whetler, in conteroplation of such
results, they will eubmit to the direction of
Conference, or the Christian Guerdian, or to-
any individual Minister in the eaercise of
theivcivil privileges?  We ash, also, is there

any Juubt that the uch\.t of the Rev. Loyl

Rule II,-lthe Church, which we shall hereaficr po.int ton Ryerson’s defence of Sir Chathe> dact-

* You have nothing to do but to save svuls ; yout, that would be better 1cgulated by ad-ycalfe Was nutso to influence e 7 Is ot
“ therefre spend and be spent 1n this work.” | mitting some of the leading members of the | such intuficuce un the part of cither of the

We also reyuest attention to two uther ; Chiurch into the Conference, it is nut on this | parties abuse mentivudd, ndicatise of a pre-
points,—viz., the date of the announcement, , account alone, that a Press is tesorted to. It ference in puint of immediate importance, of

and the declaration that he Jhad dechined theis chiefly in view of the iminent danger to
office of Deputy Superintendant of Educa- | religion itself, and to Methodism in particu-
tion. These two circumstances involve Mr. Jar,~the natural consequenco of the conduct
Ryerson in a difficulty mentivned hereafter. | of the Rev. Egerton Ryerson, from hLis pre-
The next event in the history of the pre- sumed motive, and the obvivus means resort-
sent agitation in the Methodist Church, was, ed to by him to accomplish the objec be had
the preparatiorof s memorial to the approach-| in view.
ing Conference, on the part of the official; The motive we belicve to bave been, to

politics to redigion? Tsit not destructive of
the spiritual life, energy,aud usefulness of the
Ministry 1. If these questions van be satisfac-
torily answered in fuvour of e course of the
Rev. Egertun Ryersun we shall be the first to
igjuice that all vur apprehensions ere without
~undation.

Wecome nuw to the letter signed Junius,

members of the Clinrch in Toronto. This{obtain pecuniary government assistance to
Memorial was put wnto the hauds of the Su- the Chureh, and to Victoria Cuilege, and the
perintending Minister on the Station, who not | means  of obtaining the support of the mera-
only readily undestovk to present it to the bers of the body to the political party sup-
Conference, but so participated in the mea- | purting the Governer-General, in the recent
sure, .that he requested.to. be sent strong toyconstitutional dispuie in-the-Lrovince,  That
Confetence,” in ordor to give effect to the this was the instrumentslity to be employed,

Memozial, The Memorial in question was, thure can be Be doubt, and it constitutea an. sume cxient provaient in goncsal, thatno otper

The rumoured appointment of the Rev. L.
Ryersonto the uffice of Deputy Superinten-
dant of Educatiun, was the occasiun.of calling
forththe letter. It curruliorates formerstate~
ments, with reference to the widely extended
-und-decpiy tovted convicuon, in the.minds of
the whule Mcthodist community,—and to
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motive dictatod the appointment of the Rev.
Daoctor to that office, than that of wishing to
influence the members of tho Methodist
Church in the general election, then to fol-
low, Itcould nat be forthe want of anothor
Deputy Superintendant, for Mr. Murray gave
gencral satisfaction. It could not be that the
office was vacant, when Mr. Ryerson began
his defenco; for if heis acompetent witness,
he declares that he nover heard till August
that tho officc was likely to be vacant.  How-
ever this may be, he wrute in May, thathe de-
clined the office, and the letter of Junius is o
proof of the prevatency of the rumor of the
approaching vacaney. This letter was pub-
lishied May 31, and Mr. Rycrson’s declaration
of a refusal of the office, was published May
27, We douot point out this discrepancy

with @ view of reflecting peisonally on the |
individual, but toshow thatas the acceptance

agninst him of endeavouring to push his de-
fenco of the Governor-General into the
columns of the Christian Gunrdian, It must
bo observed that by his words s*my defence”
he rofers to the long serics of letters inserted
in tho Colonist. 'Wo do not think he everin-
tendod lo insert thesein the Guardian 5 for ho
must have known of the existing rulo and
pledge of tho Conference against such a pro-
ceeding.  Besides, it might not answer his
purposo so well. [t would havo led to more
resistance on the part of the Methodist Body,
and have turned them unanimously oguinst
him. But the words * my defencoe” huve n
genoral meaning, when spoken of by others,
and referred to us Ais defence—they may refer
to any other articlo in defonco of Sir Chyprles
Metcalfe, which ho might have wished to have
inserted in the. Christian Guardian.

To the definite meaning of the words * my

CAL JOURNAL;

to that portion of Mr. Ryerson's letter which
teferred to tho nddress.  This part we have
already disposed of,

The next document, No. 7, is a letier
to the Prosident of the Conference. |t
treats of the political bias of Mr. Ryerson’s
mind and his inconsistency, and proves his un.
fitness for the important offico of a Preacher
of tho Gospel. It is not waterially connec.
ted with tho prescut article 3 wo recommend
however, an altentive perusal,

Tho letter No, 7, is replied 10 by the Rev.
[I. Wilkinson, in aletter to the Editor of tho
{Globe, Sep. 2lst, in cousequence, as the
{ writer sa3 8, of its containing to use his own
words, * avile slander” sgainst himself, Mr.
i Wilkinsen’s Jetter gives a contradiction to that
i part of the letter to the President ol the Con-
‘ ference, which States that & memoriul was de-
f livered to him for prescutation to the Coufer-

of the office by Mx. Ryerson would naturally | dofence,” ns referring to the publications in I ence which wassuppressed by Mr. Wilkinson,
lead the public to conclude, thathe hadenter- 1o British Colonist—tho cxpressions in the | it also includes that ho took part in that me-
ed into the desiga buputed to Sir Charles Met | Jeiers of 'tho Rev. Mr. John Ryerson, and' morinl, and wished to ¢ sent strong to Con-
calfe’s Government, it was not guod policy 1o, the Rev. A. McNab, No. 6, will fully npply’?ﬁ:rcnce. and suggests that fear of Mr. Ry-
accopt the office at that time. The appoint- | S, also, the denial in Mr. Ryerson’s letter of | erson’s influence thero directed the suppres-
ment could not be dictated by a reference to’spp, 13, No. 5, and tho letter contained ;nision of the memorial. This portion of the
the ability and general cligibitity of the indi- | paper No. 6, clears Mr. Ryerson with refer- | letter is called a vile slander.

vidual s fur as tu schulastic qualiﬁca:ion. he ence to any such intention as to that dofeucc,' Whether this churge refers to all the facts
was evidently defivient ; as to peculiar fitness, and also, with refeience o cortain papers ' therein siated, or part of them, or to the

10 W tove he . . o .
tlu..ro was no ground to belicve he had any | rend ata meetng of the Rook Committee, held , conjecture os to the suppression being caused
clim on that account; and as to the policy of i in Toronto, in April last; and also, with

- *by fear of Mr. Ryerson’s influence, we
uppointing u person to the office, ot of the | referenco ta the private correspondence of Mr. | cannot say. ‘This he ought to have explained,

f‘!"""_:“ of Englnnd'. it was very ‘1“‘-‘51;0"3"‘0', Ryerson, which camo into the hands of Mr. unless he means to characterizs the whole as
It l’“f"g e to d'{!“"“‘“‘ a large portion of ) AfcNab, But, there is also n letter from Mr. | g vile slander. In that case, the pasties will
the Goretnment’s "'“"'i-“ suppurters, who, Scott, the former Editor of the Guardian, | no doubt fecl it necessary to prove this part off
are tuw, 8s appeatsin the Cubourg Church,: who had better opportunities than Mr, McNab, | their case.

only suffering the appumtiment, ull a fo- . of knowing what communications wore inten- | Mr. Wilkinson’s letter of the 21st Sept., is

:;(.)!H“'.tbh‘l uppurmmt:,- arrives to procure hisf ded for 'nser(ion in the Gunrdian. Thc i rU“OWCd bv a Tﬁ‘p!y in the Globe of the same
ismissal, <

N, .  former two witnesses, can only say as to what | dute, which we regret to say, places the issuo
Nor was it the known adhesion of Mr. Ry~ had not como to their knowledgo as proceed- , on the veracity of the parties. The final de-

erson to the political principles avowed by, g frum Mr. Ryerson, with that view; but! cision waits the response of Mr. Wilkinson,
Sir Charles Metenlfe's Government, that led| Wr. Scott, can say what had. We refer 10; which if hodoes not give, the decision ia easy
to the appointment, On the contrary, Mr. | his letter, No. 9, herewith inserted. Here ' 1o those who will read the documents. The
Ryerson oppused those prnciples up to the | we have positive evidence from Mr. Scolt,  readers attcntion is now directed to o letter
ume ot cominencing hus defeace. The ouly | that he had received an article from Mr. Ry- marked No. 8, from tho Rev. R. Jones, Pre-
ratwonul way of accounting for the appomt- | erson, which he declined publishing, bccnuse:sidcm of the Conference, in veply toa letter
ment was, his reputation as an influential t favoured one of the parties in the political | addressed to him by *a memberof the Wes-
member of the Methodist Conference, with | dispute prevailing in the Province, or to speak | leynn Methodist Church.”

the additional ground, that as his influence ’ plainly, it was in defence of SirCharles Met !
had been suceesstutly exerted m the tme ot caife.  The negative cvidence of Mr. John '
Sir F. B. Head's ot was presumed the effect; Ry erson, andof Mr. McNab, must be entircly
would be the same in favour of Sie Charlq:s! disregarded, in the presence of the positive
Metealfe'sGovernment,  Theletter of Junius  evidence of Mer. Scotr,

o fully explams this part of the sulject that ;

We think Mr. Jones's reply, asitis called,
; s no reply tu the facts of his opponent. ts
| blusterng formaiity reminds us of the orthe-
1 doxy of the Town Clerk of Bphesus, whe
! confidently appenled to the people, that they
The next _ducument in rolation, is n letter all knew that the Ephosians were worshippers

1L 33 unavesary o moke turther remaths; signed ©* an OBicial Membes” macked No. 4x. ! of the great guddess Diann, and of the image
"“' . i'n"s 1 on the general subject of Mr. .RY‘"" which fell down from Jupiter, stating, that
The next document we refer to, is the - i fon's pubitc character. It shows by his lns-I these things could not be spoken ageinst.
dress of the oficial members in the Tunamto - tory the habitual tendency of his mind fo! \jih the oxception that thewriterof the lelter
Uity Station.  1he sole reason tor Isumnyg | engnge i politics, the versatility of his mind, " marked No. 7, is pot answered  The Presi-
Tins address was, to protest aganst tiie mem- , haviag been Republican, Radienl, Whig, and’ goue's letter is calenlated 0 nssuro the mem-
bers of the Church being identified with Mr.; Tory, by turns and often, and the fact of hus f bers of the Church of his desire, 1o confine
Ryerson’sprocecdings in pulizicalcomm\'crsy.! influence in tho Covference, baving causcdimo labours of the Ministry to the essontinl
Tlus hus been ~ufficiently circulated to be al- | the withdrawal of many from that body. On olject of their calling, ¢¢to spread scriptural

H .
rcady tes well hnown, to require nsertion | this letter, no further remarks are necessary. poliness through thu land”  As we insert the
on the present oceasion.  There was nothing | 5 rejoinder to letter No. 4, follows from | whole letter, furthor remarksare unnecessery.

;)" A st and lm}:g:xguiu “PP“‘*iti““ to the | (he official members of the Toronte Station.|{ ‘The letter marked No. 10, from Mr. Ry-
3 ST Ao H ’ - - . . .« :
est interests of the Methodist Church. | Wi reforenco to this rcjoinder, we thought | erson, to the Editor of the Examiner, is the

Wo next draw attention to two lettersnum- | proper to omit a great portion of Mr. Ryer-
bered dxx and 5, from the Rev. E. Rycrson ;| son’s professed xeply as being altogother irre-,
the first. in reply to the Toronto Station Ad-|levanl. We make a corresponding omisston.
dress, and the othor on tho samo subject, They !in the rejoinder, in which these wrelevant
contain a denial of tho intention charged, mauers are veplied to, and only inserta reply

uext in rotation. In it there are many things
not essentinlly connected with our objuct,
viz: his dofence of himsell agninst the Pro-
vincial Press.  Wo refer to thelotter for these
malters; wo shall only fix attention to one or
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two poiuts. Ha saye his defonce of Sir
Charles Motcalfe, was as voluntary aod as
spontanceus as his own breathing, [tis the
first time that wo cver leard of our own
breathing being voluntary.  If it were so,
many would lose their breath when they least
desired or expreted it.  owevor, with the
author it means spontancous, 11t were spon-
taueous, thoro is less exceusy lor a volativa of
previous spiritual ebligations, 1€ it wers not,
hie must huve been hired, nnd his present as-
sertions would bo false. Such a conclusion
wo dare not come to. Thorefure, at present
we peefar his own declaration, which is quite
sufficient for tho purpose for which this paper
Is published. It iy our opinion that the Me.
thodist Church will neither suffer a Preacher
spontaneously to onter into public cantroversy,
or to do so under nny other influence. We
must not omit to notice, that it is 1n this letter
that Mr. Ryerson says, that he had not the
lenst idea of +¢Mr. Murray, being appointed
sto a Professorship in King’s College, or
*¢ censing to perform the duties of Superinten-
“ dontof Education,” unul, as he there says,
somotime after I hud completed my defence”

Wo remind the reader, that the defence wae
completed in August, butthe office was known
to be at his acceptance, and (npparenily) re-
fused by him in May previous.

Again, in the same letter he states, that he
learned in August for the first time, that the
office in question was abaut to become vacant.
‘Weo would willingly. accountfor thisdiscrepancy
of facts, but it is not in our power. The
subject next calling our autention, is & letter
marked No. 11, signed *A Wesloyan Me-
thodist,”” and addrossed 1o the President of the
Conference in reply to his letterof Sep. 26th,
published in the Globe. In this letter, there
are some points worthy of attention bearing on
the leading object of this journal, viz. To
obtain a lny representation in the Conference.
Whether it is a breach of Church discipline,
to discuss the civil privileges of the members
of the Methodist Church, we shail not enter
into at present, as we scarcely expect 1o meet
with any one, who will presumo to deny it.
At present, wo have only met with private
opinions, which we are not called upon to
eppose. The writer justly says, « The purity,
wmdependence, and prosperity of Sdeieties,
demand the open and free discussion of prin-
ciples’” and the **candid and fearless expo-
sure of errors, without respect to party, or
ndividual interest.” We ask, who can deny
this? 'Will, any person who may think it
proper to oppose tho object for which this
journal is published, undertake to deny the
negossity of oper and freo discussion 1 If so,
our-courso is triumphant at the first onset.
and wo stand before the world as the admitted
advacates of the purity, prosperity and inde-
pendence of the Methodist Church,

We sk again, will any such persons un-
dertake to say, that auch is the practice in
the Methodist Conference, relative to subjects
which involve tho civil rights and privileges

of the members of the Church, much less
those of a strictly religious nature. Who

does not know that the Conlerence has abso-
lute aushonity relative to the former, that it
site with closed-doors, thatmota Jayman c&n

———

know what is doing, any morc than thoy
know the Councils of the Autocrat of Russia,
and that there is no power within rcach of the
communily to call thet to account,  *

"These things aro nat only true, rolative to
the former, but the Confoerence have now
begun to encronch on the latter also,  Itis ne-
"cassary to check this enormous evil, or thedis-

porsion of the wholo Mathodist Church Ganfer-
vnce too, isinevilable. Weshalluot further an-
i ticipate thisimporinnt letter, as wo believe, such
[is the interest now awankeuned in the whole
L membership on the subject that tho whole
!of the documents herein referred to, will bo
attontively read.

We Lave now concluded our commeonts on
thoso productions of the Press, on the ques-
tion that has arisen out of the proceedings of
the Rev, Egerton Ryerson, up“to No. 1t, and
weurgently and seriously invite every lover
of Methodism in Canada, to read the whole
attentively, and assist us in advocating the
; purity, integrity, independence, and prosperity
of the Church, as far as they conscicnliously
can, while in roference to others, we shall not
object to honorable, and conscientious opposi-
tion,

|

[No. 1.]
From the Supplement to the British Colonist,
of Tuesday, May 28, 1844,

SIR CHAS. METCALFE DEFENDED
AGAINST THE ATTACKS OF HIS
LATE COUNSELLORS.

The Hev. Egerion Ryerson takes this
method of informing the public, that he pro-
poses to offer sorge remarks in defence of Sir
Charles Metcalfe against the auacks of his
lato Advisers, and to prove dy their own
tesiimony, given on different occasions, thut
His Excellency is entitled to the verdict of
the country, on every count of the indictment
got up ngainst him,

Sir Charles Metcalfe may say to the people
of Canada as Themistocles said to the Athe-
nizns, who were incensed ngainst him—
¢ Strike but hear me.” And if the Public
have heard six or seven hundred puges of
| accusations agamnst Sir Charles, in the form
of specches, addresses, editorinls and com-
munications—it is believed they will do his
Excellency the justice of hosaring one hund.ed
and filty pages of calm reasoning in his
defence.

jbeing) has been prompted to this course by
the recent ** Address of the Toronto Reform
Association to the people of Canada” If
that address. (sound in general principles)
be true in fact and in insinuation, theo 1s Sir
Charles Metealfe all that is tyrannical and
base, and the British Government is a cum-
pound of despotism and treachery: Sir
Charles should be dethroned and the British
Government should be hated and despised;
and no general declarations of respect for the
onc or the other, can prevent such feolings
from possessing the mind of every reader wheo
imbibes the spirit of that nost insidious and
calumnious address. The people of Canada
and their government may remain; but the
moral connexion—the connexion of coufidence
s and affection, the only connexion of strength
and happiness—must cease 1o exist.

Mr. Ryerson’s reply to the accusers of
His Excellency, will be cootained in ten or
twelve numbers—to be first published in the
British  Colonist, afterwards n pamphlet
form, occupying (rom 100 to 150 pages.
The first number will appear in the Colonis:
of Friday next, the SXst instans, preceded by
& prefaratory nddress to tho inhabitants of

Mr. Ryerson, (unsolicited by any human,

—

Canndo. \West, on the present crisis, and
stating the circumstances aud considerations
undec which the author comes beforo the
ublic on this momentous occasion,

Mr. Ryerson avails himself of this occasion
to suy, that tho distinguished title which was
conferred upon him some timo since, hns
never been adopted by him, nor used in his
hiouschold—thnt ho thivks the old nume is
better known and mora appropriate than the
now onc—that he likes now names no bolter
than ho likes novel doetrines,

Mr, Ryerson has not thought proper. under

prescat circumstances, to aceept tho office of
Superintendent of Education § nor has any
political offico evor beon offered to him.  And
he is ready to relinquish any slwation rather
than not accomplish this jmperative underta-
king. Forifa Leonidas aud three hundred
Spartang could throw themselves into tho
‘I'hormopolie of death for the salvation of their
country, it would ill become ono humble
Canadian to hesitate at any sacrifice, or
shrink from any responsibility, or oven dan-
ger, in order to prevent his own countrymen
{rom rushing into tho vortex, which lie is most
certainly persuaded, will involve many of
them 1 calamitics more serious than thoso
| which followed the events of 1837,
‘Those editors of Canndn West, who wish
poth sides of tho difforences between Siv
Charles Metcalfe and his late Advisers, to bo
fully understuod by tho Canadinn public, are
respectlully requested to insert this notice.

Should any edstors ho.our Mr. Ryorson or
his productions with notices, ho requests as u
favor, that they will have the goodness to
forwurd, at his expense, to his address at
Cobourg, tho papers in which these notices
may be inserted, us he may have occasion to
refer to them.

Cobourg, May 27, 1844.

*.* We are nuthonised to say that Dr.
Ryerson has not aceept-®the office of Assis-
tant Superintendent of Education for Canada
West.—Ed. Colonist.

[Neo. 3.3
From the Globe.
REV. EGERTON RYERSON.

The following letter has been 4 our pose
session some weeks.  We decling. to publish
i1, because, although there existed sirong
rumors of the Rev. gentleman being abunt to
receive the appointment of Assistant Superin-
tendent of schools, we did not conccive our~
selves warranted to do so upon less than
positive information.

Mr. Ryerson has now admitted in the docu-
men. bearing his nome, which we n.w pub
lish, that the situation has been offered to h'm,
and it is only under present circumstunces.
that he declines to accept it, and te. there-
fore, no longer hesitate to publizh the letter
of *Junws.” 1t is the wok of a distin-
guished member of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church in Canada. Mr. Ryerson has nn.
nounced his vesolution to publish, in ten or
twelve numbers, a defence of Sir Churles
Metcalfe.  Wo shall examine with 1ho utinost
caro whatever can possibly be said by the
tarenis of the Rev. author in defonce of tho
present Government.  If a ministerinl dnser-
regnum of six months enn be jusufied without
entircly destroying tho very principles of
Brtish constitutional Government, we shall
frankly go to school again and take Jessons
from dr. Ryerson.

The Roverend gentleman says§that as “six
or seven hundred pages of accusations ” haveo
been brought against the Governor-Gieneral,
1t is believed that they will do His Exeelleney
the justice of hearihg one hundreed and firty
pages of calm reason:ng in his defince.” Wo
cordinlly agree with this,—aye, a thovsand
poges if they can be writien. But renlly we
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must call the reverend champion to order.
116 leads us to beliove that nothing has ever
been snid in behalf of the Governmant, or that
it ft has, it must havo been so coatemplible
ny to be unworthy ol nolice Now wo do
think that lie has made a bad poiat at starting

iu throws the whole Tory press of Mon-
treal, of Kingston, Teronta, and overy other

TORONTO P

Genérnle and Ministors wers T'urenne, Conde,
Luxembourg, nnd Colbert. The appreciation
which this monarch displayed of viriue, learn-
ing and abilitvs, affords a criterion by which
w judBe of the motves’ which actusted him.
It wa upply 1his criterion of ’Alembert to
the [Sxecutive of s Provinee, wo certainly
shall not infor that Responsible Government

ENRIODICAL JOURNAL

place into ono boat.  Ho tosses in along witl | isa fuvorite of ”l? Excellency,  Why, during
them ull the hall’ and balf polincians, whose | the interim of a Cabivet, arv those the conli

pxurtions 1 behalt of the Governor resounded | dants of the Executive, who were not the.
Trom Gaspe to Snudwich, and wers wm‘,,_.d}ndv_ocmes ot Rcs[_mnsnblg Government { ftis
atruss the Atlantic in numerous publicanons, ‘ a circumsiuncs o smull import, what opimons
Al are bondlod in, the Governae’s ruswers | OF intentions may have been expressed, * the
are nothing—(whut will Mr. Higginson say 1) criterion by which ta judge of kings it the
In he tumblos with the resty and Oh! horrtdile | 10 1D whom they pluce confidence.’” If His
dictu—tho Culonist, whish has so nobly Excellency has not declured with sumc'ncm
fuught tho batde, is not apared.—[is columns | dishinetness s secret vpinions nnd determined
ure wado to announce the fuct, that all thejcourse, what more unetring index do we

mattor, heavy and important as ho may have
thaught ity with wluch they have bron londed
was nothing, Into the same boat he must

require than the men ja whom he has pluced
confidence? 11 a Draper nnd a Sherwood ure
u niuclous, around which n future Council is

tumble, und bo regularly scuttled with the | t0 be gathered, the complexion of that Coun-
yeat, that o clenr ship muv be afforded for the | ¢il as well as their acts, can be rend and
Admieal, who ts 1o bring out his hundred und | known of all mon us well before as after thoir
:\'x:t)y g‘;:u‘nt gun ship to butter down the British "’n-‘("f,“;:c‘:‘;ho :‘ h(l)’l:r;:?:gonpll:c(?:n::?nl;ldst;;:(lah’(’,
Jonstitution ! " : ;
‘Ihis is all verv valorous, but thoro roems ' It is manifest that a strugglo will arise at the
o sud misgiving with the reverend nuthor hyn. | coming clection, and Mr. Ryerson has been
nulf that the effurt will end Lke ** ‘Thermopy-| presented  with an gﬂicu for the purpose of
ke Afas! at will bo to hin n Thormopyla: | §2ning over to the Governinent tho influcnce
’;"d‘h]o c?m]e of ?crxcs. lé”o“i(x;" ilt{is true, | "ll'll‘n:\ ['::Eg?;?;\?rlx‘tmc';ol casual incident
ed the {orlorn hope—=<o docs Mr, Ryereon.! a ! 13 not a ca A
I'heir fates mny bo alike, but their fame will | unconnected ;v‘uh political mlovumg‘nlsi) rtcs}ung
ho widely different.  "The bright visions of ; Upon personud cavour or real merity bul 13 a
Leonmidas, when ho fell with bis face to the | 110k in a political chain, reaching forward to
encmy, will bo'far from him who bites the 1 tho momentous interests of the future, de-
dust in suppressing the fiberties of his conntry, | 9gned to feiter with indissoluble bands the
“Tho rc\'n-'rcnd gratloman requests oditorial ,plrmc;plu of Mxecutive responsibility. hRm
molices.  We have have theught it our duty to | thus far unfavorable to the ndvecntes of Re-

do so thuy enrly, and we doubt not in due
timo ho will be quite satisliud on that head,

DR. RYERSON—ZIIE GOVERNMENT
—~AND THE LATE MINISTRY.
T the Editor of the Globe.
, Torento.

Sia,— What value the Guvernment may be
dipused to attach 1o the wflus nee supposed oy
ha brought 1o 1t by the appointment of Dr. |
Ryerson, ns Assistant to the Chef’ Superin-
wudent of Commnn Schools, | shall wot pre-
tend o suy 3 but the circumstances coaneeted
with that appowntment, the mutives of the Go-
vernor Geacral moollering, nnd of Dr. Ryer-
son in accepting the office anght not to by for-
gotten. 1 da not protend w diviaa the scerets
of Government, nor the molves which actuam
any man or cinss of men § but there are ever
m public transactions some praminent features
ponting sa d-reetly to the more aclive causes
o theer exisienen, that it ts impossivle to avord
uggactauing those causes wuh her effucts.
The Goveroment is certamly Jusufinble m
oudeavouring 1 steengthen ats cause by every
lawful wonns inits puwer; and men for ac-
cepung office 80 long as they act consistently
with their acknawledged political views, or
having consciehtusly changed thoto views,
they frankly confess nnd renuunce their pro-
vious errors 3 Lut that man t« justly obinoxious
to tho expressod indignanon of tns couniry-
mrn, who, by ntaching himself to the Go-.
vernment. condemns & Muvstey whom ha has
supported, and supports & Government which
ho hus cundemned, winle that Government,
from 3 avowed intentions, or at least overt
acts, remains unchanged;

D Meobert hne well remarked, that ©the
criterion by which 10 judge of kings, iz the
men 1 whom they placs confidence,” and
enumorates, in prool of the correctnesa of his
statement, those most trusted and favored by
Louis XIV. Bossuet and €enclon wero pre-
coptors of his son and grandson 3 under these
two dissinguished divincs were Huet and

Picury, men of learaing nad raro merit.  His

sponsible Government 3 and may be regarded
a3 an implied reproach of the stability of the
members ol the Methodist community. I
this amplica ion, the incumbent of the office
to which wo have referred, is more concerned
than the Government ; for he has bartered him-
seif s the product of the entiro body. Inthat
boldy there ure many who have always rauked
amongst the most mident of the Conservatives.
Lhese will rernin as they were; and so also,
wu may predict, wil the advocates of Respon-
sible Govermnent, who constitute an over-
whelming mujority. "T'he declaration that the
oflice of Superiniendent of Common Schools
13 not pohwal, will avail nothing. 'I'he com-
munity will give it no credity, when given
ander such circumstances, to a violent politi-
cal partizan,

The counry is fully acquainted with Mr.
R’s devoled attdchment 1o the principles
mauntained by the late Ministry at and siace
therr resignation, and his unreserved condem-
mtion of the Guvernment, to intense were

s feehings, thathe even con emplated writing

an appeal to the country, for tho purpose ol
popular excitement for which his abilities ex-
clusively qualily him. This he doubtless
would have done had ho not accidentally met
with or rode with [his Excellency. e is
known to have declared that the policy of the
Governor General arose from a  well-lad
schemo beiween himsell and the Colonial
Secrolary, to prevent the favorable applica-
ton of Responsible Government—that varioux
methods had been adopted to ensnare the late
Minisicy, and oither to compel them to resign
or to rnsort 1o measures which would divide
thuir supperters.  First, the question for the
removal of the Secat of Government was a
welldaid plan of the Colonial Secretery to
cembarrass the Afinistry, and render their
reaignation necessary 3 or should they continve
the advisers of His Ixcellency, they must
give offenco to onc-hall of their partly. For
should they advise the removal of tho Seat of
Govarnment {rom this portion of the United
Provinee, thoy would lose their adherents in

this Province § but should they advise its con-
tiauance hero thoy must lose the mfuence of
the Freach.  Upon 1he tilure of this scheme
the Sceret Sovieties® Bill was intioduced, ae
a Government weasmg, directed principally
ngainst the Urangemen, that the Ministey
might give offunce tv that large and influential
poriton of the communnty.  ‘Thess and other
deeply concerted plnns of the Home Govern-
ment, fuled according o the reprcscntulions
ol the reverend gentioman, 10 thuse facts
were nut kaowa  (hiongh the length aad
brendth of the land, 1 shogld not speak of
them thus freely.  But they are iaatters of
history, ' '
Not a word is uttured now ngainst the Go-
vernment,  They are hiberul—they ure con
sistent.  The late Minwtiry aro in (nult,
Why this reverse of feeling?  Why did the
reverend gentleman weate 1o his brethren in
this city to put tho Hen, Mr. Baldwin ount of
the chuir, ns President or Chmirman of the An-
niversury ol'the Wesleyan Missionary Society,
to which be lnd been iuvited T Wiy did not
that Commitice comply with the request
‘I'hey were consistent men, and of o hxghcn:
price than to be boughit by tho nromises of
Guvernment,  Where then is consistency ?
I'he whole secrat may by told in one line:
—The Governor-General had been visited,
and the promise of un office received. The
interests of the couniry wny take care of
themselves, ns [ have of mine! His Excel-
lency doubtless understood the strong and
weuk poiufg, of his wisitant, proposes ride
in a coach and lour, places the kaees of his
guest between his own, as Juhp Toronto hod
done before him, and the conquest is achieved.
But it will be necessary belore the story ends,
lor each Methodist to be suljecied to the snmo
process, as they are now becoming quito inde-
pcndent thinkers, and  wish imlividually a
ittle honor. His Excellency may imngine,
that by gaining Mr. R. to his cause, he has
also guned the icflucnce of the Methodist
Church, but T regret thut he should have.
allowed humself to bu thus deceived, Mr, R.
may have made what pledges, or promises,
orinsinuctions he fuund necessary to gnin his
points, and to peravade the Governor that _hls
influence wouid biing over the Muthodiss
with kim.  But it isall a delusion.  We know
this gentleman far better than s Excellency.
Wo aic acquninted witn the whole game, from
the notorious impressions innde on that indivi-
dual’s plinnt mind from his first visit to Lng-
Inud down 1o the present time, both in Church
and State.  And most advisedly do wo state
that his Excellency will receive less suppart
from the great bedy of Methodism by the ad-
mission of Mr. R. to his train. We under-
stand pugleeity well why he was iransformed
from ¢ Whig ten Tory, on his visit to Eug-
land. Then “the moderate Torirs possessed
the grentest influence, munificent wealth, and
chiel intelligence of the miion.”  We know
why he co-operated with Mackenzie,—why
he-supported the la'e Ministry in power, but
forsouk them when out.  We understand why
the head of the vane turns townrd that part
of the heavens whence the strongest hreezd
omanates. Itis sufficiently evident that His
Excellency expects thus to gain the influence
of the Methodists, Should hg not now bo
supported by them; the Superintendent ol
Common Schools will be a cumbrous, useless
burden, clogging the wheels of:Government.
It is quite certain that the members of his own
eommunion will not be influenced in the smai-
lest degree by nny of the successive phuses gf
one who desires to be regarded as tneir
spokesmon and the very repre_senlallm‘of
their creed ; and who doubtiers made the im-
pression on the mind of his Excellency thas
their politicai (aith could be shaped by his.
single fiat. Should the expectations of the
[ Céntinwed iz February Nommber.]



