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“Anr.

T) phus and Typhoid Fever, populaily known at. dif-
“ferent periods, from its prevalence in particular localities,
as Juil, Camp, Hospital, Skip, Road, or Irish Fever,is
unquestionably one of the oldest diseases of which men-
tion is made by historians. From the carliest ages, it
“has been remarked, that the accumulation of ill-fed
people, in situations where ventilation and cleanliness
are neglected, generates fever of a malignant type,
. whicli propagates itself in. a manner more certain than
any other disease. Thueydides ascribes the first great
plague of Athens to the introduction by Pericles of
multitudes of rustics into the city, and who were
~crowded together in huts within -tlie wilis; and Livy
imputed the fivst great plague of Rome to the mumber of
inhabitants pent up within its narrow limits,  Medical
~writers are agreed in attributing to thes¢ causes the great
plagues that devastated the city of London at different
periods. “Defoe, in his History of the Plague, very
~ wisely counsels the authorities,  that ihey would con-
sider of separating the people into smaller bodies, and
removing them in time farther from- one another; and
not let such a comagion as this (plague), which is in-
deed chiefly dangerous to collected bodies of people,
. find a million of people in a body together again.”? The
great fire of London did this for them the following year.
The progress of civilization, the-improvement m;thc
_moral and physical condition of the masses, and the
great and increasing attention paid to cleanliness, venti-

lation, and drainage, orre!her with o move regular dndftltutg 10 seek the route of the British Provinces.’
certain supply of tood, have tendcd to remove many of|

: the causes of fever in Europe. In Ireland we still find
it indigenous ; and though I am'not prepared to go the
length’ of Dr. Lombard, who asserts, that the freize
coat of the Irish labourer is its depository and vehicle,
vetwe have in this country abundant proofs that Typhus
Fever is every year imported by the lrish emigrants, and
by no other. Mr. Faur, the Registrar- General, has also
shown, that in the three great’ «avenues by which the
Trish- Iabotuel enters England, viz., Bristol, Liverpool,
am] (xhwnw their crowding to excess in lodaing-houses.

their loathsome diet and filth, are produchve of fevcx in
these cities.”” And he remalks, at the same time, that
in thus directing attention to a welghty sanatory faci, it
is far from our intention to conve} any reflection upon
the Trish people, as it can be shown thata few;eanb
back the English were as bad. "—-(JIac Cullock’s 6t¢z—
tistics.)

A reference to the Tables annexed to this, will e\In-
hit a yearly importation of fever into Canada by emi-
grants.  The greater or less prevalence of the disease
in !u.land has been observed to depend upon the crop
of the common food of the people, the potato. The
almost total faiture of this esculent for the'last two years,
has produced a scarcity amounting to famine in some
parts, and has thus augmented, to a degree hitherto un.
known, the usual concomitant of faumine, fever. Hence
we witnessed last year the mdancho]y sxgaht of every
passenger vessel, with Lrish emigrants, arriving (reighted
with this disease. The same was seen at all 1.he ports‘
of this continent where emigrants landed. The greater
mortulity in vessels coming to the British Provinces,-
may be attributed principally to three causes: Ist, the.
areater lengih of the voyage ; 2d, the character of the
paasengers; aud 3d, to being more crowded. )

1st, The average length of a passage to Quebec may,
be estimated at one-third more than to Ncw York,’ m:‘
copsequence of the, tcdmu~nc~s of the. Gu]f and River
n'num(lon, and the mﬁ,nm cha: of vu:ds cmp]ox(‘n i’
the tither trade. i

24, The higher rate of paaaa«re, and the’ |e~tnumn'
imposed Ly the system of bondmg in New. York, have:
the effect of driving all the aged, sickly, poor, and dcq-:’
And~
I‘he law Iumts, in the Umted State= thc number o’
ane adult to every fourteen superﬁcnl feet, and cotmtw'
all souls on board. The English Passenger Act ]xrmts
the number to one adult'to every ten feet, and permnts:
infants under twelve months to pass free. T hese causes’
will explain the greater mortality and moalnht/ of" pas-
sengers arriving m the British Provinces.

The chief (,ucumsmncca which tend to render fevers
communicable lmm one person to another awp fouml
to be, ‘ ‘

Ist, Humidity of the atnosphere,
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2d, Deficient supply of food.

3d, Filth and imperfect ventilation.

It would be difficult to find any place where these
thyee circumstances are combined in such a degree asin
the hold of an Irish passenger vessel. Finstly, in addi-
tion to the usual dampness of a ship, you have in an
emigrant vessel the humidity caused by the daily distri-
bution of fresh water in smali quantities to each indi-
vidoal passenger, and which, being kept by them in tins
and pots in and under their sleeping berths, gets capsized
very often by the rolling of the ship, and thus adds to
the general dumpness- and, in ill-regulated vessels, the
passengers are permitted to wash their clothes in the
‘tween decks. The air of the hold is thus always sur-
charged with moisture, while its temperature is kept up
by the heat given off by an accumulation of living
bodies. ) , : i

“'2dly, The supply of food is .2 many cases limited toa{
pound of bread-stufls, or oatmeal, to cach adult per diem,
and this often in a mouldy and damaged state. Thou-
sands of the emigrants who arrived in Canada last
season had no other sustenance on the voyage.

3dly, The peealiar nature of a ship’s hold is such, that

‘ wnu)almn, while the ship is under Wewh, is all but im-
possible, in the only way in which perfect ventilation is
obtained, Vizes Ly passing a current of pure air through
the hold. Wind-sails effect this in a very msuﬂxcxcm
manner ; and when, in rough weather, it becomes ne-
vessary to fasten down the hatches, the fittle supply of
air which enters by them is shut out. Of the passen-
gers a great propomon are women and children, who
are ‘unable, in many instances when the weather is
stormy, to avail themselves of the mxscrable €« cabmcts
r]’azsunccs, (as when these do exist they are trcnerall_s
placed in the bows of the shlp,) am] are consequently
obliged to pass their evacuations in the liold. You have

here combined all that could by an) possibility generate a

foul atmosphere and when to this you have febrile
miasma, the only wondex' is that' any escape the disease,
“as there is no ranning a\\a) fromit. On wsxtmo a pas-

" senger- vesssel such as thua descnbed in a morning be-|.

fore ‘the emigrants héve come on deck I have scen a
stréam of foul air’ nseumv from the hatches as dcnse and
palpable ‘as seen on a. fobg), dav fmm a. dlm;_; heap or
range ofghot«beds, and rarely dld I find it necessary to
inquire”if- fqver pxcvaxied on board that pccuhan and
oharacternst}c odour which belongs to Typhus Fever
patiants ‘was perceptlble to the senses on steppm«r on
the deéck. ‘To. ihe foreoomg causes ‘ought to be ndded
the ‘moral and’ depressmu mﬂuence of fear of bhlp-
wreck and grief at. leavmcr their native land——both

powerﬁﬂ!} predxspo»mg cauees of. fever. ‘

The character of the discase, as witnessed at the
Quarantine Hospitals, did not differ essentially from that
so often and so well described in this country, as well as
in Europe. The three great systems were found aﬂ'ected‘
more or less in all cases. In some instances, the argans
constituting the nervous system were more prominently
affected ; such cases were more frequently reen in the
better fed seaman, or English emigrant, who were occa-
sionally found mixed up, in Liverpool vessels, with the
Irish. In these cases the disease was ushered in with
intense headach, great pain in the back and limbs, Lleod-
shot eye, and early furious delirium. In some rare in-
stances the sensorial facullies were oven\he.med at
once as completely as in apoplexy. A stout healthy
young man of 18, was struck down with such an atinck
on board the barque « Gilmour,” in which vessel he was
an apprentice: he expired in twelve hours. A similar
case was witnessed in the ship ¢ Mail,” from Liver-
pool; a stout seaman was attacked, and death super-
vened with equal rapidity. Both these vessels were un-
usually sickly. These cases are cited to prove the
power of concentrated miasm acting on the nervous
system. ‘

The organs of seeretion and excretion were more
frequently affected than any other; such cases were
invariably found most troublesome to treat, and more
frequently had a fatal termination. Frequent observa-
tion convinced us of the correctness of Dr. Cheyne’s
remark, that dysentery was sometimes converted into
fever, while, vice versu, fever was converted into dysen-
tery. When the symptoms of fever were exchanged
for these of dysentery, it was probably by the jrritation
of the mucous coat of the.small intestines and stomach
extending tothe lurge.  Sydenham expressed the opinion,
that dysentery is a febris introversa, or turned .in upon
the intestines. o

Cases in which duanﬂemwt of the ulcu!ahng system
predominated, were not of such frequent occurrence as
compared with others.

Petechie and macule were found in many casex, but

were not so constant and universal as to ;ustlfy our.
classing Typhus in_the list ‘of cxanthems. Lpnstzmu
was a troublesome accomp'xmmen! and such cases,
where ihey did not terminate fatally, had a long, and;
tedious wnv.ﬂesccnce. ‘Dr. Ben~on, one of the me-

dlcal anend'\nh at the Quarantme ‘Hospitals Jast season,
a «enaeman advanced ‘in years, and for a long period
connected with a large fever hospital in Ireland, fell 2
victim to an attack in which great hemorrhage from the,
nose and fauces was a prominent symptom. On it
advent he rcwned hxmaelf to demh, saying he had:
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never secn such cases do well in elderly people.
died on the fourteemh day, :
Meteorism, or tympanitic s“el'um of tbe belly, was
another unfavourable symptom, occasionally met with
towards the close of fever. A medical assistant in the
Hospitals in 1836, who died from Typhus, had this dis
tressing atlection supervene on the seventeenth day.
In his case it was ascertained, by a subsequent post-
mortem examination, to have been caused by vicera-
tion of the ileo-ceecal valve. Forty-eight hours previous
to his dissolution, there 'was as complete a reversion of
the peristaltic motion, as in the most perfect case of stran-
gulated hernia, as evinced by constant vomiting of fecal
matter. Scvere and protracted cases, especially those
which ran into dysentery, were often complicated with
excoriation and sloughing sores of the hack, sacrum, and
Iips ; the irritation and exhaustion produced by these
frequent'y turned the <cale against the unhappy suflerer.
Various, topical applications were made to these sores,
and means adopted to take off pressure.  Among the
former of these was a weak solution of Mr. Ledoyen’s
disinfecting ftuid (solution of nitrate of lead). Maiked
henefit was obtained by its use in many cases, and in all
it corrected the effluvium which so constamly attends
large sloughs. In two of the eascs whae it was 3o
used, it brought on lead colic.

Inflanunation and swelling of the parotid gland was
an occasional event afler the fifteenth day; it .was
always looked wpun as an unfavourable sywptom, ter-
minating often in gangrene and death with us.

Amoeg the irregular and anomaious cases which oc-
curred, were two or three, in which there existed an
enormous craving for food, chiefly for meat, and any
kind would be swallowed with avidity. This took place
in each instance during the height of the fever, and at
a time when the tongue was dry, cracked and glazed,

. the face flushed, and the pulse over 100, A similar
phenomenon was observed during the progress of the
fever with which Dr. Painchaud, the Senior Physician
of the Marine and Emigrant Hospital of this city was
‘attacked. "In his casé,”duﬁng the ingravescence of the
disease, and at various periods afterwards, he was seized
with an inordinate desire for food, whxch he eat wnh

- avidity, swallowing large picces of beef steak imper-
fectly mamcated His convalescence was tedious, and
accompaniéd by dlanllma. I find that Dr. Sallcr!e) re-

) lates an analogous case, in the Medical Transactions, vol.

" v. Arl. xxii., where the desire for food re-appeared on

. the fifth day, with a craving which it was impossible to

“‘saugfy._ When food was not allowed, various indiges.

- tible -substances were devoured in its stead.” In this

He,

case the disease extended, with numerous variations, to
upwards of thirty days, when the fever unequivocally -
subsided, and the patient gradually recovered, A greater
number of deaths ook placé from relapse after fever
and from dysentery, than from fever itself; inboth in-
stances mduced by errofs o(’ du.t, which the greatest
watchfulness co’d not prevent; or from sudden atnios-
pheric chauges, to which the convalescents were ex-
posed in hospitals built of boards, and construeted with
a view to free ventilation. The trea'ment was neces-
sarily modified in different cases, accerding to the pre-
dominance of diseased action in the different orgaus,
whether in the brain, chest, or abdomen.

‘General bleeding was rarely employed, as few cases
were seen in the very outset, when this remedy, if-
used at all, is alone justifiable. 1 fully concur with
Dr. S. Smith in the opinion, that it isin vain to hope
to terminate fever by a“stroke of art; that when once
the disease is set up, it advaneces with a step as steady
as time, and, like time, it néver retraces a step.’’
Many of the medica! gentlemen in charge of the Hos.
pitals at Grosse Isle Just season, had great faith in emetics
in'arresting the ‘disease, but all sooner or later gave up
their use, from a conviction of their utter ineficacy.
Cleanliness, quietness, cool drinks, gentle aperients of
calomel and rhubarb, or senna and salts, so as to pro-
duce two or threc stools in-the twenty-four hours, with
three half pints of gruei or arrowroot per diem for diet,
were the chiel means resorted to during the progress of
the fever. If head symptoms showed themselves, the
douche was used, and a single fold of linen cloth wet
with cold water was kept applied to the shaved scalp.
If there still existed great restlessness and insomnia not-
withstanding these *:pphcat.ons, recourse was had to
hyosciamus, as loiig experience has taught me, that de-
lirivm, coma, and death, often ensue, where attention to
the important point of obtaining sleep is neglected.
Stimulants were rarely employed in the early stage of
the disease ; towards the close, and when the struggle
came, brandy and wine were freely used, and when
these failed to rouse the ‘ml\mg powers, great benefit
was often derived from the administration of large doses
of gum-camphor; doses of 20 to 30 grains three tines
in the twenty-four hours were given, in substance re-
duced to a powder by means of a drap or two of spirits
of wine. I have witnessed the most astonishing effects

from the use of this drug, in cases where there was

almost total msensxlnht), a thread-like pulse, and com-
plete loss of muscular power, as evinced by the sliding
down in the bed. - In such cases re-action has been
hrought on, and the flagging powers recalled by it, even

when wine and hrandy by the half pint had failed to
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stimulate. ‘Tartar emetic was used with benefit where
the disease showed itself in'the chest.

- In the abdominal affection, where there.was much
purging, starch enemata ,with laudanum were adminis-
‘tered, and a rag wet with turpentine was applied exter-
pally. This form of the disease was always the most
troublesome and unmanageable, frequently baffling all
the curative means'employed. Jlum,the mineral acids
combined with opium, chalk with' ard swithout opinm,
and the whole catalogue of astringents, were tried by the
young medical men, fresh from the schools, and having
great faith in drugs. I did not find one who was not
disgusted sooner or later with his pet remedy.

‘The disease is both contagious and infectious. 1In
proof of which I need only refer to the Table (2) ap-
pended to this, to show how unerringly it was contracted
by those whose duties brought them in contact with the
sick in hospitals or ships. On the other hand, solitary
cases placed’ by themselves, where strict attention was
paid to cleanliness and ventilation, frequent chauge of
the clothes of the person and bed, and the immediate
removal of all gjectu, appeared to be incapabie of gene-
rating-febrile miasm in sufficient quantity to communi-
cate the disease.” I only knew of one person so con-
tracting fever last year in this city among people in easy
circumstances.. Those who have once-had an attack
(with a few exceptions) appear to possess 4 certain im-
munity for years after.. 1 suflered in my own person
from a severe attack, with petechial eruption, delirium,
and other bad symptoms, in 1836, and, though exposed
every .season since, have hitherto escaped a second
attack. ¥hen exposed to concentrated m:iasm in the
holds of sickly ships, or when the hospitals are much
crowded, and the weather calm and sultry, I suffer from
derangement of the bowels, lussitude, and nausea.

‘With respect to the morbid appearances after death,
1 regret'that the waut of Toom, time, and other difficul-
e -prevented advantage being teken of the extensive
;eld of observation presented last year at the Quaran-

ihe Hospitals. - Previous to last season [ niade a point
S PO .. TAB
- Shewing the number and per centage of Discase and of

_from 1833 {0 1817,

of examining all bodies ; on reference to notes then taken
1 find the following morbid appearances more frequently
met with. In the -head, the dura mater was rarely
found disecased, though frequently adherent to the calva-
tium ; the arachnoid and pia wmater were often found
more vaseular than in 2 norma! state; the substance of
the brain itself, on being sliced with a scalpel, presented
more bloody spots than usual; and there was in all cases
effusion more or less into the ventricles, in some in-
stances to the extent of two or three ounces. In the
chest, the lining membrane of the bronchi was inva-
riably found highly vascular and thickened ; and frothy
mucus mixed with pus was found in the smaller tubes,
The pleurze were often found inflamed, and adherent in
all cases at one or more points. The lungs were rarely
found in a normal state, being either engorged with blood
or seruimn, or presenting indications of inflammation,
such as hepatization, &c.  The heart and pericardium
were seldom found to offer any morbid appearance. In
the ahdomen, most of the organs, except the liver, were
generally found deviating from a healthy condition.

The lining membrane of the intestines was (ound in
various states of discave, from simple increased vascu-
larity to positive ulceration. This latter morbid ap-
pearance was wore ofien found in the large intestines,
about the ileo-caccal valve; increased vascularity and
inflammation were rarely met with in the membrane of
the stomach.

~ Where the large intestines were feund in an ulcerated

state, an cnlargement and induration ef the mesemeric
glands were remarked, especially in those attached to
the diseased intestine. - ‘

In the Table of admissions, discharges, and deaths,
herewi.h annexed. no distinction has been wmade be-
tween Typhus, Typhoid or Dysentery, all being indis-
i criminately classed under the head Fever. This arose
lin part from the guarantine iaw, which limits the ad-

mission to the Hospitals to cases. of Cholera, Fever,
i Small-pes, and Scariatina. ‘

LE 1.

Deaths of Emigrants at the Quaerantine Hospital, Grosse Isle,

both years intlusive.
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‘ ... TABLE 2. ]

bxewm«r the number of Clergy, Medical Ven, Hmpltal
Altendanta, and others, who contracted Fever and died
during last season in attendance upon Sick Engrants
-at Giosse Isle. .

“' S i\mmber Number | . |
. who at- [who con-|{ Number j
tended | tracted {whodied. !
Hospital | Fever. i
B g K b
Roman Catholic Priests. . 42 19 4
Clergymen of the’ Church of ‘ ) !
‘England.. .0 00 17 ST R
Medical -Men- 26 P 4
Hospital Stewards......... a9 21 3 |
Nurses, Orderlies, and Cooks 186 *76 2
Policemena.. ............. 10 8 3
Carters employed to remove {
the sick, dying, and dead, 6 5 2
Clerks, Bakers, and Ser- :
“vants of Mr. Ray, sattler, 15 3
Do. of Mr. Bradford. ...... .. 4 L
Deputy Emigrant Agent.. 1 1
Clerk 1o dltto ............. { 1 1 :
Custom House Officers em- i
_ployed to examine bag- i
gage. ... 2 1 :
Servants of Roman Catholic
Clergymen ............. 8 4 1

* Many of the Hospital Orderlics, Nurses, and Covks \scre[
Fmigrants, who were employed after their_convaleseence fiom
fn\c’, otherwise the proportion of sick would have been greater ;!
as nearly. all these who came down from Slontreal and Quebec
tu e engeged, eontracted fever, either at G'ossc Isle. or soon after :
1m\,'nvr i

I

“A-BLE 3.

Retmn of Emigiants Admmed Dnscharged and Died at the
. ‘Quarantine Hospital atGro:se Isle durmwthe season ending
3d Novemher, 1847 co :

T ” Disgasss,

o
‘ s 3 ERARE,

Description. E 2 !Z‘-E RS al .

. h—4 = ‘e -~ = E _ _kg E
RS R e ERLE T
i Men ... .. .|3534/217311361/3534/|3515 15 | -4 (3534
Women ..... 276311794]-969/2763;12730] 20 | 13 2763
Childrer ....]2394/1486 908 2394}i2329| 57 | 8 2394
Total. . ... .18691 5453‘3238 8691] 8574 9" 25 8691

# In consequence of the grcat prevalence of fever and dyser.
tery, it was found nccc<sury Lo restrict, as mach as possiole, the

admiissions to these diseases and Small Pox.

TABLE 4.
Shewing the average daily. number of sick during each
- month of the season :—

May 15t to 31st........... ... 451
June Ist to20th............... 1508 4
July 1stto3Ist. ... ... ..... 1454 &
August Istto 3dst..... ... ... 2021 3
. September Ist to 30th.. ......... 1330 1-30
- QOctober Ist to 2Ist. ... ....... .. 346 9-21

Average daily number of sick during the season 1307 8-159.

Art, XXXIX.—THE IRISH IMMIGRANT FEVER,
By Faavcis Baverey, M. D., Lecturer on the. Theory and Prac-

“lice of Medicine, lncorporated School of Medicine, Munlrcal
&e. &e.

(No. 2.) «

T now enter upon the consideration of the appaliing
ma.lad) which has heen hansported to, and committed
such dreadf’ul ravages on, the American Coantinent, and
especmilv'our own portion of it, during the past year.
For the special purpose of ohviating any quibbling that
may arise in the minds of hypereritical readers or

, uosolomcal sticklers, in consequence of a special name
‘being' aaswned to it, I prefer, for the present, employ-
ing the '1ppe1lauon which lwads this communication.
But if the extraordinary nature of the eruption, extent
rof malurnanc}, rapidity of extens:on, and degree of
lata.ht) wlnch mark lhe three great maladies, (cho.em,
yellow fever, and phgue) mc]udcd by my learned friend ;
Dr. Copland under the generic name of peculcnce,
justify, as they most certam!y do, the application of
lhl§ title to them, if Ro:mu be right in regarding the
cholera ns i La, Poste Onemal(' and the }ellow fever
a3 “La Pestl, Occxdemale,’? becausé of their peculiar-
meq‘, then' pon.ts ofsxmlhtude, ‘and their fatal'ty ; then,

mdeea for the same reasoils, may we claim for this

disease a position among its fellows, and a place in the
same category with them. For, that it has been a
disease sui generis, all reflecting men faust, I think,
admit : that its characteristics have been distinetly and-
broadly set forth ; that its propagation has been rapid
and extensive—no one who has had any experience of

it can for a moment venture to pronounce a doubt ; and

that its mortality has been fearful, the returns of deaths
already published, abundantly prove. T'omyself individu-
ally, having no particular veneration for nosological
systems, it is a matter of the most perfect indifference,
as far as a name is concerned, whether it is styled
typuus, synochus, nervous fever, or anything else ; for
we know, thata rose by any other name will smell
as'sweet ; and we know equally well, that this disease,
whatever designation we give fo it, would bear, did it
admit of Vpeiaoniﬁcalion’,'oxi its front, in bold and forcible
characters, the terrifying warning, dunger and death.

For the same reasons I abstain from arguing.upon the
primitive causes which originated this pestilence in the
beautiful, but sad- country from-which it has reached
us. I shall neither side with Dr. Corrigan, in ‘c@_n'sid-
ering it, as well as' all the epidemic-fevers of Ireland,
as the result of famin€, which he regards as the para.
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mount cause of them, when he says, “if there be no
famine, there will be no fever ; and if active and timely
exertions be made to afford sufficient employment and
wages to our people, I believe there will be neither
‘famine nor fever ;" nor shall I declare myself a dis.
ciple of his opponent, Dr. Kennedy, who argues upon |
what no well educated man will hazard adleaentlent
opinion, that “ epidemic ‘diseases, whatever be their
causes, do not necessanly require famine as one of
them; and that a proportion does not always exist be.
tween the degree of famine and the severity of the
accompanymg or ensuing fever ; and that consequently
the paramount cause and the spreading of this and all
other epidemics are still hidden from our minds.” Every
writer will form, as he has the most unquestionable
right to do, his own opinion in attempting to trace
effects to causes ; and with reference to this particular
epidemic, we may find some w ith strong and apparently
r‘onnucuw arguments attributing it to absolute want of]
food or to a bad quality of it; others again ascribing
it to pcculxar endemic constitations or conditions of
climate, &ec.; and a third class, taking a wider range
as the hhsns of their ratiocination, combining the two,
and addmg m'en thereto, certain inscrutable manifes.
tations_of the w orluncrs of “prov idence, with national
pecuharmes and 1dxos§ ncrasies. The consideration of
this. subject appertama more immediately, it may be
thought, to the members of the Medical Profession in
the sister Isle but the importance of candidly and im-
pamall) weighing all the circumstances, and arriving
at somethmg hke salisfactory results, with a view thag
action may be taken. by the representatives of that
heav:b \'lSlt-‘d c: untry, and the Imperial Government,
attaches 1 the ‘Medical Profession’ generally, inasmuch
as itisa ‘matter mvolvmg the safety or ruinof thousands
of our Irlsh fellow.creaiures, and of millions, perhaps,
of 1nd1v1duals scattered over the earth’s surface. ‘Leav.
ing, however, to others the xllvechgahon of this intri-
c:ue but highly’ mteresung questxon, let us proceed to
examme the disease as fully déveloped and presented
to our vxew H and in reﬁectmv upon it, I propose to
arrange the pomts of i mqmr) under the following heads:
lst, its_nature ‘or enuty 2nd, the manner-of its pro-
pagahon 3rd tbc penod of its-incubation : 4th, the
«,omphcauons mamiested in its. ¢ course : " 5th,  the se-
que] : 6th, the post-mortem appeamnces. and 7th,
x(s treatment and if in‘the course of the observations
whxch ‘ fnm about‘ to make, any expressions or ideas
shall appﬂar to possess an)thmg -of a'dogmatical or.
- peda.nuc charﬁbtér, 1 entreat your readers to bear with
. e, not only patlemly, but also kmdly ; foritis farthest
‘from_my wish to force upon'them the adopuon of any|

visionary hypothesis, or to submit for their assent any
notions, which I will not, at all events, endeavour-to
confirm or prove, either by reference to cases seen by
other physicians. in' this city as well as by myself, by
sober reasoning, or by having recourse to the publish-
ed opinions of men, whose names will be a guarantee
for my security against any charge of original desire
to mislead. o . o
1. What is the'nature of this disease? 'The exter-
nal ‘appearance ; lurid visage, tottering gait, mode.of
action, the low state of the functions of the sensific and
motific nerves, the marked indifference, or apathy,
almest amounting to absence of thought and memory,
produced by the depressed condition of the perceptive
and reasoning faculiies, in these who arrived in this
country, without having undergone an attack: of the
disease while =zt sea; the indifference to food, almost
annihilation of absorption, (ay, of that interstitial kind,.
which we would conceive necessary for the maintain-
ance of even their low organic vitality) and consequent
absence of deposition of new tissues, proved by the
flabbiness of their muscular and integumental coverings ;
(although the volume of these did not appear to be
diminished,) the rapid but weak action of the heart,
the .universal lassitude, exceeding -malaise,. almost
amounting to universal muscular pain, complained o
by nearly every individual to whom I addressed myself,
and of whom hundreds were considered to be in, a
healthy state : all these circumstances forced upon my
mind the reflection, that they were either in a state of
anz:mia, of what Gendrin calls oligemia, or what isso
admirably deseribed by the late learned Simon in his
Organic Chemistry, under the title of spanemia : either
there “was an absolute deficiency in the amount of the
éirculating fluid, or that fluid, which was declared by
the ancients, and afterwards-believed by Harvey and
Hunter, to be “for the life of all flesh,” must be so
deteriorated, disordered, or vitiated in its quality, that
the great:functions appended to organization could ill,
or only very imperfectly be exercised by'it. . In few
words, that the vast process of hmatosis or blood form.
ation was' deranged orinterfered with in some perts
of its wonderful elabomuou, commencing, as we know
it does, at the stomach .and terminating at the lungs.
Whether this arises from. the absence: of one’or more

.of the ‘constituent elements of the blood. in.thé food

taken, or. whether from the introduction of foreign, des.
troying, or ponsonous agents through the ‘medium ‘of the
atmosphere, [.will not venture to hazard an. oplmon )
but that the blood is in a state ofdlsease,l will. vemure
to say, and if so, and sufficiently to affect man’s organic
l;fe, it"cannot be wondered at that this should extondg
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or its influence be conveyed to all the other compo-
nent tissues of the hody. How fur thiscondition of the
“Blood does really exist, will be attempted to be proved,
in the progress-of my remarks upon the complica-
tions, sequel®, and by the post-mortem appearances.
The conclusion at which I arrived, which appears to
be borne out by the results of my private pra-tice, as
well as that of several of my professional friends and
colléagues, whose views as'to the nature of this disedse
aie identical with my own, is, that. the blood in persons
who have been subjected to. the exciting .cause of this.
disense, atded too by intrinsicand extrinsic predisposing
circumstances, is deficient in fibrine, blood corpuscles,
and probubly the saits proper to-it ; thatthe fuult exists
-at first in the hematosis, that the systemic -heart not
being subjected to its preper stimulus, (duly arterialized
blood,) becomes atrophied in its consistence, or mole-
cular coustitution ; that it circulates blood which by
degrees becomes totally unfit for the deposition of new
tissues, and ainong the rest, of course, brain tissue, and
the production in ﬁlla of the proper- vis mervose; that
the functions of the motific' gud sensific ‘nerves are
gradually ‘impaired, the organic contractility of the
tissues over which these exercise their control is
destroyed, and hence, as in the case of the capillaries
and vasa vasorumn, the tendency to local congestions,
and the ‘ineffectual efforts at the establishment of sub-
mﬂammatmn, but ‘which almost  invariably terminate
by exosmosis, either of blood or serum. It these pre-
mises be admitted, there can be but one inference to
draw.: that the disease iz onc of faulty: absorption,
faulty nutrition, faulty assimilation, and faulty sceretion
—a disease of spanmic blaod, an adynamic fever. .

- 2. 'How is this disease disseminated? I answer,
unhesitatingly and uneqiivscally, (nothing fearing the
assertion, that an infinitesimal number of persons have
hecn attacked with the disease, who did not remember
ever - hannu come-in contact with immigrants) ;
repeat it, by contagion, us its direct exciting meons,
aided and abetted by moral- influences evisting in the
7eczpzcnts. It is not my intention to split'a straw upon
'lhe supposed differences between. infection and -con-
tagion'; for I hold that whether the matter of poison
be received intothe mass of blood through the medium of
<the food that enters into the stomach ; of the air that
i3 mspired, or the matter that is absorbed through the
cuticular surface, still, contagion has reference to the
blood, and the effects producad upon this fluid. - In the
‘whole-of my intercourse with persons affected . with
this diséase, on enquiring into its origin, L have received
“but one answer : mediate or immediate connexion

with these already disegsed ;. the same conclysion has!

also been arrived at, by several of my profcssuoml
brothers in this city. It would be more than useiesa
to furnish numerous proofs- of this acbemon. ‘But I
will cite three remarkable cases “which occurred in
my private practice. Early in he season, & very res.
pectable man, an Irlshm'm, ®t. 42, foreman on one of
the pullic works, who had heard of’ the reported arrival
of some people from his own ncxghbourhood in Treland,
by one of the steamers in port, left his duty to ascer:
tain the, fa.ct. - He was,. “and had ever been,_ durmg _lhe.
fourteen war» xhat be had resided in C'Ln'uh, in fvex:-
fect hea]th he reached the boat, bomaed her, made
his enqume: and returned to his post aﬁer an a.ba(’ll('l,
of.less than an hour ; on the third day, he folt 50 ﬁzu-rucd
and achm« that he could not zo to his work ; on’ the
fithday, when I was called in to sec hlm he was macu.
lated. A very de@nt wndow wom:m, et QG @ hou;e~
i\eeper in Bleury “street, admitted, into'oné of her apart-
ments, a female visitor to one of her ll)dﬂ‘el‘a, every
person in the house (herself mcluded) being purfectly
well ; on the «nlh ay after, [ was rcquested to visit
her, and found her l.ud up in de, with all the 'charae-
teristic symptoms of the disease. " Between the period
of the stranger’s visit and her being taken ill, she had
not been out of the hovse. A’ young man, strong and
healthy, a carpenter xt. 26, was taken on by the Board
of Works to assist in, mcre'lamrr the accommod'mon
for the emigrants at the. ol station, in- the month of
June; he had heard a 0’;01 deal of the disease : had
avoided ¢yning in m,mt.dlale ‘contact with the sick’;
had declined to go intc > any of the sheds Lontammﬂ'
them ; but on one occasion Lie was dn’ectod to assist
in making ventilators, upon the roofa of some of the
buildings : ‘he forgot his- prﬂvxous carefulness, was
not sensible of any inconvenience arising from it untll
the next morning, when he was seized wlth rigors,
lassitude, and vomi und. N he. uext da_y T wa.: sent for.
I!he bad the dxarase ; hls coumlwcence wn the Tever
lasted upwards of' five wueLc. His wxfe, el 2'3, three
montks pregnant, took the fover hefore her husband’s

convalescence was complete, a*:d lay ill for upward«
of three weeks. . And how many snmllar cases umld[
not give you, but it is, in my. oplmon, aItorrether un-
necessary, for is it not a rccocmzed fact that the great
majority of all those persons who have been connected
with the immigrants of the past season have suﬁ'ered,
some early, some late. Aml how many va]uable h\'es
have becn, sacrificed_in the service? Cler«} men,
priests, physicians, cmigrant aoenls, medxcal asslstants,
nuns, hospxtal nurses, orderhes, trades-people, laug-
dresses, caxters, &c., &c., m a \vord whoever had
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Government, in forwarding or contributing to the com-
fort, spiritual or bodily, of the great proportion of
98,000 human beings who  passed through our city
during the last nine months of the year just ended ; all
have incurred the same risk, and thankful to God
should those be who have heen permitted to form the
exception in not having been thus called upon to pay
the penalty. ‘

(To Qc continued.}

Art. XL.—~CHLOROFORM IN QUEBEC.

By W. Marspey, M. D.
The last number of your valuable Journal con-
. tains an account of the employment of chloroform
for the first time in your city, or for aught we know
to the contrary at present, in the Province ; and as the
use of any agent that promisds so much for the relief
of suffering humanity, as the one in question, must firm
an era in the medical world, I will” offer no other
apology for claiming a place in your colums for the
following cases :—

They are both in their kind deeply interesting, inde-
peadently of being the first cases * of the usc of chlo-
roform in this city, so far as I know, besides establish-
ing most triumphantly by their results, the paramount
utility of. this ancesthetic agenat. The first case was
that of o paucnt in the Marine Hospital, the removal
of both of whose legs had become necessary, from the
effects of frost ; tbe other, that of a youth in the private
practice of Dr. James Douglas, with chronic enlarge-
‘ment of the tonsils.

Casg 1. Pierre Francois Lamare, ®t. 33, mariner,
2 nutive of Cherbourg, in Normandy, of bilious-ner-
vous, temperament, was admitted into the Marine and
Emmx'mt Ho:pual on the 21st Januar;, with frozen
feet. He had been a seaman on"board the ill-fated
‘vessel, the “ Emi grant,” and had had the Irish cmloram
‘fever last aulumn, at GI'ORsC Isle, from which’ he re-
covered; and, ‘on coming to Quebec, he had the mis.
fortune to ship on board the ¢ .Margaret Pollock,”
‘homeward bound, and was \vreclwd in the River St.
1Lawrence, with that vessel. ' He was afterwards over-
come by cold in the woods, in ende'xvoumw to make
Q hzs way to the sea’ coast on foot, throuvh the American |
V,temtor), whlch led to his admtsswn to the Marme
Hospital as above stated.

The' amputahon of hoth lurs having heen previously
rendered necessqr), and deczded upon, )t was deter.

- Since writing. the foregomg. I have learncd that the: chloro.
.form had been used in hospital practice twice previous to this
cage, and with the most satisfactory results, Dr. Douglas has
since, also, twice used his own chlorofurm: with unexeemmnably
‘sanafaclotty zesylls, - ‘ W. M,

mined to remove them both at the same time. On
Friday, the 4th ins'ant, ke was brought into the operat.
ing room, and placed upon the operating takle about
half past ten A. M., in the presence of a large-number
of medical practitioners, students in medicine, clergy-
men, &e.  Dr. James Douglas amputated the right leg,
and Dr. James A. Sewell the left cue.

A piece of lint having been placed in a funnel-shaped
piece of sheet lead, open at both ends, about a drachm
and a hall’ of chlorsform was poured upon the lint, and
then applied to the mouth and nose of the patient, to he
inhaled or inspired. Tiere was at this time a con.
siderable degree of nervous excitement about the
patieat, with small pulse, about 126.  Soon after the
application of the chlorofurm, (say about 45 scconds,)
the pupils which were before contructed, began to
dilate; and in about & minute and a half’ from the first,
the ball ol the eye was completely surversed, showing
little, excepting the white of the eye ; and the amputa.
tion was commenced by both gentlemen syuchronously,
The breathing of the patient became somewhat labori.
ous and guick svon after applying the chloroform, which
was probably occasioned by the outer aperture of the
leaden funnel being rather swall; and the lody and
arms became slightly convulsed, so as to render
necessaty to secure the latter, The motion or strug-
gling was not that of pain or resistance, hut rather like
epileptic convulsions. From the time the operation
commenced, until the complete removal of both linbs,
which occupied about three minutes, there was total
and entire insensibility on the part of the patient ; and
from the time he begau to feel the effects of the chloro.
form, until this perivd, the pulse gradually diminislied
in velocity, and increased in force, until it became full
and natural, and about 96, at which'it remained-after his
return to. consciousness, which was marked by the
unfolding of the ball of the eye, contraction of the

.pupils, and cessation of spasmodic action ; and, in reply

to the first question put to him, he said, (alluding to the
sutures that were being inserted,) * Les aiguilles sont
dures.”  Oa asking him if he felt pain, or had felt the
removal of his legs, he replied, “ Je n'ai rien, senti du
tout.”  His returning sensibility induced a medical
gentlemen who was- standm" by, to renew the. a')phc'l- ‘
tion of the chloroform ; but it was only continued for a
few. seconds, not bcmu doemcd necessary, so that the
ligatures were apphed and the stumps dressed, whilst
the patient was in a full state of unconsciousness.- In

reply to an enqulry—-What were_his feelings. whilst

under the influence of the chloroform 7 he re lied that
p
“he felt no pain, and was unconscious of what was
oing an about him. and that he felt his head spinning
going : i : d ) g
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round like the handle of a winch.”” ‘T'he time occupied
in the operation was very shott, and the loss of hlood
comparatively trifling. The nervonsshock was scarcely
perceptible, the patient being cheerful, and even lively,
and not evincing the slightest depression or weakness,
as is usual afier similar cperatiens, witheut anes.
thetic agents. I will, Mr, Editor, forthe present, merely

report these cases, reser vm'r for a future time my
remarks and observations on the particular effeets .'md
“advantages of chloroform.

Case II. The next case is that of John Francis
Hammond, 1. 14, and sen ol the keeper of Bic Light.”

house, a native of Jersey. At about six years

he caught cold, when the disease, enlargement of tho'

tonsils, was first perceived.  The enlargeinent was so’
great as almost to fill the msophngus, the uvula lying:
in close proximity with them ; and the heuring had
become obtuse from their ,)w ssure upon, and obstruc.
tion of, the eustachian tube. Other remedial mezns
‘having been resorted to without effect, the removal of
the tonsils was decided on as the only certain mode of
cure ; but the sohstinate and continved refusal of the |
young patient to submit to the pain, was the means of;
preventing its soouer being eflected.

of aga-

- On Friday, the &th instant. atabout halll past twele
P. M., baving related to him the rosult of the case above
veported, he consented to sulmit te the aperation, pro-|
viding ke could be made unconscious of pain. A small
quanh()pfcnloroform. about a drachm, wa- accordingly
used in the manner before described, ard its eﬂ'ecta
were scon apparent in the pupils and eyeballs, but not |
quite so soon as in the former case, perhaps on account
of volition.- With one hand placed upon the head,
{which was also held by an assistant.) and the other
upon the under jaw, I epened the mouth and held it,
whilst Dr, James Douglas secured the toasil, (the right
and largest one,) with the forceps, and removed it.,
which was effected before consciousness or feeling
returned, The muscular power was complutely pas.
sive, and no resistance oflered, insensibiiity being com-
plete ; for on the return of consciousness, which took
place immediately afier the extirpation of the tonsil ;

the most unfeigned incredulity, ¢ £4 bien ! montrez moi
e donc;” and on its being shewn him, his astonish.
ment knew no hounds, and he at once exclaimed,
« Otez moi aulre toul de suite” ‘The chleroform,
however, being expended, his wish could not e grati.
fied at thistime. His last exclamation showed, incon-
testably, that complete insensibility must have been
i produced, since the lapse of a few minutes only had
Lon\erlcd an unwillinguess into desire ; and on being
(old by his father a few days previously, iu my prasence,
_that i be did not submit to the operation, he woald die,
he declared that he would rather die than submit,

Dr. Douglas at once determined, with his character-
istic perseverance, to try to manuficture some chloro.
form, well krowing, that at any future time, he might
:need the article, when it could not be procured for a
iday or two, even with the aid of the Magnetic Tele-
graph; and the reward of his perseverance, afior
several trials, has heen me obmmum the desired article.

On Friday, the 11th instant. at about half-past uine
A ML, the boy was again placed under the influence of
the chloroform, which had been manufactured by Dr.
Deuglas, and the other tonsil was removed, with the
same results as before.  The only difference in the
e . offects were, that he nas longer in coming under its
ansthetiz influence, and longer in recovering from it,
alz0,
coming under

‘The probable reason why be was longer in
the iufluence, on thiz occasion, of the
chlormo"n, than on the former one, was the repeated
and imperfzet trials of the agent between the 4th and
11th instant, by which he had ‘become somewhat
familiarized with its effects, added to his extrema
unwillingness to yield to its influence, and his natural
resistance ; but experience alone can establish the
correctness of this supposition. It was not uatil seve.
ral minutes, (probably ten,) that he was aware that the
operation had been completed; and his delight and
astonishment were uunfeigned, in his exclamation,
“ Quot est 1l pessible que cest oté ?” ‘
The result, then, Mr. Editor, of both these cases,
fully establishes the utility of this invaluable discovery.
In the one case, hoth legs were amputated at the same

‘(and as soon as the hamorrhage would permit him to | g time, without the slightest feeling of pain or conscious-
articulate,) he asked, ¢ What has been doune 1 and on ness; and in the other, both tonsils were extirpated
being told that one of the tumours had been removed, ! from a most unwilling patient, under similar highly
he ﬂhook his head, saying, ** Oh, no!” and on being favourable circumstances.

resas surcd that such was indeed the case, he said, with | Quebec, February 15, 1848,
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Arr. XLL—MEAN RESULTé OF METEOROLOGICAT, OBSERVATIONS—HAMILTON, C. W., 1847,
By Dr. Craiir, Hamilton,
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Azt XLIL.—ON TUE STATE OF EDUCATION IN | of omitting what we may deem important to our purpose,
CANADA. than to any fancied superior ability for discussing the

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

1. Report on a System of Public Elemenlary Instruction
Jor Upper Canada. Montreal, 1847.

2. Special Report of the Measures which have been adopled
Jor the Estoblishment of @ Normal School; and for

carrying inlo ¢ffect generally the Common School Act;

(Jor U. C.y of Yth Victoria, cap. 20; with an Appendic.
- Montreal, 1847. )

3. Annual Report of Common S:chools for Upper Canada
Jor 1847, Montreal, 1847. Ty the Rev. Dr. Rykersox,
Chief Superintendent of Schools for Upper Canada.

4. Letters on Elementary and Practical Education. To
whick is added a French Translation. Montreal, 1841.
By CuarLes MoxpiLeT, Esq. I

5, Annual Reports of Common Schools for Lower Canada
Jor 1845 and 1846. Montreal, 1847.- By Dr. J. B.
MerLLEuR, Chief Superintendent of Education, Lower
Canada. - )

-In resuming the thread of our desultory ohservations
on. the vitally important subject embraced by the above
public documents, we owe an apology to our readers for
the heavy tax already imposed upon. their patient indul-
gence in‘our last article ; but it so happened that while
we felt the necessity of immediate action, our state of
health incapacitated us from taking a more clear and
elaborate, as well as more concise view of our subject;
and ‘we fear that the same excuse will have to be urged
in behalf of our present remarks; ‘which, on that ac-
count,. but for the necessity of the timely redemption of
our promise, we should have preferred postponing till a
later occasion. 'We shall endeavour, however, to be as
brief as possible; and, should we prove unsueccessful,

merits of a most momentous, yet ill-appreciated subject,
to the support of which a simple, straight-forward state-
ment of facts, will ever prove far more conducive, than
the display of” even the most brilliant talents; and to
the former of whicl alone we presume to lay any claim.

It will be in the recollection of our readers, that we
I stated in the outset of our last article, as a remarkable
"fact, that the first really decisive step in behalf of the
education of the people of Upper Canada, through the
medivin of Common schools, was taken by the first re-
united parliament, in 1841, It is equally remarkab!
that the same may be said to have been the case with
regard to the Lower province also; for though an appa-
rently most auspicious movement towards what might
he considered the counterpart of the ill-fated Roysl
Grammar Schools of Upper Canada, took place so for
back as 1801, in the passing of an act for « the estah-
lishment of free schools, and the advancement of learning,
ou a royal foundation,” under the imposing name of
¢ The Royal Institution ;” no effort in behall of far
more necessary common schools was made till so late as
1824, when an act was at last passed, “to fucilitale
the establishment and endowment of elementary schools
in the different parishes of the province.” . But instead
of these two enactments being harmeonizing branches’ of
one well organised educational system, they were alto--
gether independent of each other, and were, therefore,
never productive of the heped for beneficial results j'and
such, it may be stated; was also the fate of the appa-
rently promising Normal school bill of 1832; and all
arising, it might be inferred, from the same latent cause
as the failure in Upper Canada, namely, in the begin.:
ning having been made at the wrong end. ‘

e

In proof of this uncomplimentary remark bebyg bat

we trast it will be charitably ascribed, more to the fear

too well founded, it is sufficient to remyind owr readers
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that though the intentions of ¢ the Royal Institution”
might have been excellent, no suitable royal donation
(such as in Upper Canada) or any other special fund,
having been allotted by law for carrying its provisions
into effect, it would have proved altogether a nullity, but
for .the subsequent successive laudable exertions of the
local legislature, in behalf of education generally. In
fact, as far as royal aid in support of the act alluded to,
is concerned, until the appropriation of the revenues of
the late Jesuits’ estates “ 1o the. purposes of education
alone,” little more appears to have been accomplished
hy the law which created the Royal Institution than the
empowering of the governor te appoint and incorporate
trustees, by that title, ¢ for the establishment and ma-
nagement of one or more free schools in each parish or
township, and of other institutions of royal foundation,
for the advancement of learning,” with power to acquire,
hold, and devise property in favour of the same, and to
form rules and regulations for the guidance of all -such
schools as should be erected ; these schools, however,
heing left to be provided at the expense of the inhabi-
tants ‘of townships and parishes, in the same way as the
erection of churches and parsonages ; butthe nomination
of the masters, and the fixing of the amount of the sala.
ries, to rest with the governor,

The same fate might also have atiended the similarly
inexplicit first Common School Act, passed in 1824, but
for the subsequent laudable action taken by the local
Legislature in behalf. of general education, already
alluded te, no special fund being. set apart by it for
carrying so excellent a measure into effect ; the billy in
fact, only. aiming at « the facilitating of the establish-
ment and endowment of elementary schools, as diffusive
of the principles of a good moral education, and con-
tiibutive to the promotion of industry and agriculture ;
and’in that character simply enabling fabriques, or parish
authorities, to acquire property for the benefit of elemen-
tary education, and to establish schools in-each parish
under their management, in the proportion of one to
every hundred resident families; and to apply a certain
portion of their funds to the maintenance of such insti-
tutions.” - Fortunately for the country, however, full
amends was made for any omission . in this particular
bill, by the rapidly growing interest which ‘about that
time began to be taken by the Provincial Legislature in
the furtherance of education- generally, evinced in con-
tinued yearly: liberal appropriations of various sums for
the -encouragement and support of educafional institu-
tions ‘of every ‘kind, in- all. parts of the country-—from
mere élementary schools and: classical -academies, up to
colleges of a*more enlarged character, including ‘even
schools on- “ the royal institution” foundatien. ' To enu-
merate the particular appropriationsalluded to, would fill
a page ; suffice: it, then, to state, that in this'good work
the Legislature' of Lower Canada far outstript the doings
of the ‘sister Province-—the yearly and other grants in
favour of education continuing rapidly to increase, until
in 1832 they amounted to'upwards of £32,000, and in
18386, in ‘spite of the unfortunate discordant spirit then
prevalent, had advanced beyond £36,000; and'it is be-
lieved that the same liberal provision for the dissemina-
tion of education continuzd to be temporarily made by

Ordinance, during the subsequent disturhed times, until
the dawn of that eventful era, for.weal or woe, the re-
union of the two Provinces. o

Having arrived at a critical period of our public affairs
—when so much was to be expected from cautious and
judicious legislation, by a wmifed Parliament, and so
much.was to be hoped for,.from giving a right direction
to the public mind, in the furtherance of so vitally im-
portant a popular object, it may not he out of place to
revert, a little more in delail, to what had been previ-
ously accomplished in the Lower Province ; and in thig
we shall have little difficulty, with the indefatigable Dr.
Meilleur for our guide; for that gentleman states,:in
his very creditable Report for 1842, that “ under the
influence of the Education Aet which expired in 1836,
there were 1530 schools in operation, at the rate of £20
a year for each, and that £36,406 were paid for the last
year; but that portions of this sum were devoted to half
the cost of the school-houses at the rate of £50 each,
to paying for the teaching of any other language than
that of the majority of the scholars at the rate of £4 to
each master, and to paying 10s:{or-each poor child, and
also 10s. per school in rewarding children who had
made most progress. And, further, that under the in-
fluence of this expired Education Aet, it appears that
the following siuns were annually paid by Government
for this object, viz. :—

In 1832..

Giving an aversge, exclusive of fractions, of £28,277 for each
yeur, . o . R - [P
Such, then, was the encouraging prospect at the pe- -
riod of the Union. Let us now inquire, how. far the
Legislative measures, which have been since adopted,
have tended to advance that promising state of things or
otherwise. ‘ - :
We have more than once attached great importance
to a beginning at the right end ; and it was, therefore,
with lively satisfaction, that we contemplated the auspi-
cious move in that direction made by the framers of -the
Union Education’ Bill of 1841, irthe disposition avow-
edly manifested to_ produce a gradual amalgamation of
feeling between the inhabitants of the two rival Pro-
vinces, by the introduction of a great educational system
that would be likely to prove acceptable and practicable
in both.* Short, however, was the gleam of hope
thercby inspired ; for, unfortunately, the working of‘a
vital part of the details of this important” measure was"
made dependant on the successful introduction’ of that.
grand step towards'self-government— District Munici-
pal Councils ; and so impatient was the nobleman’then
at the head of the government to-carry through' the -
latter favourite object, without reflecting how far it would
prove acceplable to the people of both Provinces, or
otherwise, that the Education Bill was unreflectingly
pushed -through Parliament in connexion withit, with-
out giving time for considering the latter 'so maturely ard
deliberately, per se, as to afford a fair chance of pro-

-* The reader will bear in nund that this auspicious movo was
made by tho Attorney Genefat of Lower Canada, a
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ducing a2 systematic arrangement 'of so well digested a
character as to be likely to require little or no amend-
ment for at least a few years to come. The unfortunate
consequence was, that the Education Bill, instead of
undergoing that patient and dispassionate consideration
in all its details, by both houses, which a matter of such
vast, such paramount, importance to the welfare and
interests of the people demanded, was no sooner carried
“hrough the House of Assembly, than it wvas thrust upon
ti:e Legislative Council on the eve of a prorogation, to
be ‘either unhesitatingly acquiesced in by them, ¢-with
all its-imperfections on its head,” or to have the country
left’ wvithout "any provision for education at all. = In this
embarrassing dilemma, the latter course was deemed
the most advisable ; and the bill was accordingly passed,
although some members had never seen or read it, and
who, therefore, in'giving "their reluctant assent to the
measure, in the sole hope of its proving ut least letter
than none, :protested against such breathless haste in
legislating” upon a question pregnant with such eventtul
results to the people of- both Provinces.

‘That our readers may be aware how far the fore-
going remarks are borne out by facts, we beg'to bring
to their recollection a portion ‘of “the very appropriate
observations made by the Hon. Mr. Day, the minister
who introduced the Bill in the Lower House, as well
as the prophetic feclings expressed by the Hou. Mr.
Morris, in_deprecating the uncalled for premature
adoption of it by the Legislative Council. The former
cf these gentlemen statcd, that « the ohject of the pre-
sent' motion was the repeal of the existing laws on this
subject in the two divisions of the Province, and the
substitdtion, in ‘their place, of a general " system which
should extend to the whole Province, und embrace the
entire population. - The'subject was one of the greatest
importauce, and which threw a° great moral duty on
every man fo lend his aid towards supporting it.
‘Those acquainted with the subject, well knew that tlie
present measure was but a part of the great general
system of national education, which would take place
in, not merely the ‘estublishment of. Common Schools,
bat: also of -Model, and more~especially of  Normal
Schools, which would train up. young men to act as
teachers and ins‘ructors.  Of this system, the establish-
ment of : Common Schools would be the foundation
upon which all :the rest would lie; and if prudence
was only.observed in proceeding, there was' no reason
why:every.thing should not.be done on this basis which
the importance of the subject required: Inorder, how-
ever, to secure success, it was-necessary that thesystem
‘introduced . should . be- ample, -effective, and popular,
and that it:should not interfere with the, prejudices of

" those;for, whose benefit-it was intended.” . * - %  *
After.adyerting to thevarious acts in favour of Govern-

" ment,:which had: been passed_ in ;Upper Canada, and
stating.that theré was but one opinion on the effects of
these measures—that they had failed 10 eflect the impor-.
tantobjectin view—the learned geotleman proceeded to

- observe, that,. ¢ If -these-means for the enconragement’

of-education-were so much required in- Upper Canada,
how much more we ‘
“T'here, no legal estublishment esisted—no provision of
the law—hy which the people could obtain access to

ere they requirgd in Lower Canuda!|:

education. With the exception of a few institutions—

supported by private benevolence, and maintained by

the exertions of a class of men to whom he could not

pay too high a tribute of praise—~he alluded to the

Roman Catholic clergy—no means for public instruc-

tion existed. The total population of that Province

was estimated at 600,000, out of which one-fifth were

without the means of education ; and this young popu-

lation was growing up to the exercise of important

duties, totally iznorant of the nature of those duties.
He would tiot join'in the censure which had been so

abundantly dealt on the Legislature. The truth was,

that there had been'a great deal of legislating on the

subjuet, extending back to the 41st of George IIL,

which attempted the fovadation of a Royal Institution,

but was productive of no eflect. Since then, several
acts had been passed, in 1814, 1818, and lastly, in 1823,

which last was of great importance, and must have pro-

duced the most beneficial results. Its cffect was to

divide the country into (school) distriets ; and so im-
portant was it considered, that it had been extended by
subsequent statutes down to the 2d of Willlam IV,

C. 26, which existed up to the time of the suspension

of the constitution : since when no provision for the

maintenance of schools had been made.” ‘

On the matter being formally taken up in the Upper
House, the Hon. Mr. Morris took an opportunity of
deprecating in strong termns any thing like hasty legis-
lation on so very important a sulject, follawed up by
submitting a series of resolutions, propesing that, in-
stead of hurrying the Bill through that Session, at the’
visk of the adoption of a defective exceptionable mea-
sure, a Parliamentary commission should be appointed,
to remain after the adjournment, composed of members
of both Houses, with a clergyman and layman of the

Teading denominations of Christians, for the purpose of

maturing and prepating a well digested system for the
better education of the youth of the, Provinee in en-
dowed Common and Grammar Schools—as Seminaries,
preparatory of pupils for any University that might
herealter he established. - And on the Bill being at
length suddenly laid before the IHouse by the Select
Commiittee appointed to report upon it, he again spoke
strongly on the subject, and was heartily joined by the
Hon. Mr. De Blaqniere, in earnest protestations against
the inconsiderate manuer in which so. important, yet
imperfect a measure, was hurried through Parliament,
on the very eve. of a prorogation; though they both
declined. oppusing the. passing of the Bill, lest the
country should thereby be altogether deprived of the
benefits:expected to be derived from it.* The con-
sequence was, that the Bill was passed in that defective,.

|and, as regards the feelings of the people, otherwise-

objectionable state which, in spite of the generally
excellent. materials of which it was composed, - and the
vatious subsequent attemnpts at amendment, has not only
atill left an otherwise invaluable boon more or lese'unac-
ceptable to the inhabitants of both Provinces, and.nare:
particularly of Lower Canada, butled lhe,way“ to the in-
troduction of a most impolitic and uncalled for practice

* The Bill was hastily repoited on by the Select Committee,

(tho chairman of which dissented from the measure) the very day
before Parliament was to have been prorogued. '
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of legislating for the two Provinces separately, connec-
ted with.subjects on which there ought to be but one
common amalgamative opinion and law, and in the
promotion of which the mo:t cordial reciprocity of
good feeling and generous emulation among all races
and sects should be encouraged and promoted.

It is true, that.ihe generally suceessful introduction

of those deservedly popular institutions—District Coun-
cils—in Upper Canada, has, there, in a great measure,
removed the chief difficulties in the way of the amended
education. bill; and it may therefore be. reasonably
hoped, that, us far as that part of the proviuce.is con-
serned, time alone is wanting to. allow the beneficial
working, of the present school system to be better
understood, and enable its inhabitants to form a just
appreciation of the inestimable blessing thus placed
within their reach. :But such, alas! as might have
been reasonahly auticipated, has been far from the case
in Lower Canada; and it ought, therefore, to have
"been- provided, from the first, that until such should
take - place, . the successful operation. of whatever
educational s system -might be intended' to be adopted
there, should be-entirely independent of any other
measure whatever. .

Having now rcached a very ecritical stage of our

remarks, as regards the Lower province, it is but justice
"to_the: government and the legislature, as well as to
the friends of intellectual improvement at large, to
endeavour to inquire more distinetly” wherein lies the
still insuperable obstacle to the attainment of so. truly
desirable and invaluable an object as the general
ivstruction: of a people; aad this we hope to be
enabled to discuss in a spirit of candour and good
temper, worthy of so sacred a cause ; and: therefore if]
in giving expression to what we conscientiously believe
to be the truth, our observations should perchance
prove rather unpalatable to a portion of our readers,
we have to beg that they may, at least, be received jn
good part, and reflected on dispassionately, before they
are pronounced either unjustifiable or erroncous.

- In the first place, then, it appears to us, altogether
independent of those two great fundamental errors, as
regards Lower Canada—the unfortunate linking.of the
Education Bill with that for the institution of-Municipal
Couneilé, and'.the unwise. aud even. unequitable at-
tempt to reuder the people’s share of ‘the school *fund
ut ail dependent on uncertaiv voluntary subseriptions,
instead ‘of a uniform general assessment,~—that howevér
meritorious the previous. exertions”of the Legislature
in"behialf of popular instruction may. have been, it may
become a' question whether they bad not.gone beyond

thie proper limits, in making the Government.do' too|

niuch, and leaving.the people to do too little fur them=
selves, and thereby leading the latter 10.infer. that, far
from being taxed for sueh a purpose, education was to
b¢ bestoied upon them almost gratuitonsly—nay, in a’
great.proportion, altogether. so ; for what else could be
inferred, when in a.young and thiuly:peopled agricul-
tural country like Canada,—where such an unfortunate
béing .as & pauper should be almost unknown,—so large
a portion of  the population were thereby placed on a
. degrading ‘eleemosyvary footing, in providing for the
education of their children, while the remainder were

induced to regard the paltry.annual outlay of from ore.
to two dollars, as more. than an equivalent for so in-.
estimable a blessing.* Yet such would.appear to have
been, in a great degree, the humiliating case up to the
period of the union ; and the- natugpl consequence was,
that any- subsequent attempt to provide a. supply of
respectable, well qualified - teachers, by imposing even
the most trifling general tax in addition to the liberal
Pacliamentary bounty, either by the Government direet,
or through the supposed more popular medium of
Municipal Counsels, or.to exact an equally trifling .ad-.
ditional payment from the parents of children attending
school, was, and still is, regarded in some parts of the
country,.as an act of the most oppressive .and tyranni-.
cal character. . 'Of this, however, more hereafter.

In the second place, we are disposed to believe.that,
notwithstanding . the unceasing laudable exertions of
the clergy, instead of due pains having been generally
taken to overcome the people’s unieasonable pr ejudices.
against the new Education Law, on account of the
novel trifling self-taxation thereby imposed, it was
either tuken very little interest in in the most influen-
tial quarters, or lelt altogether at the mercy of what-
ever restless or designing political demagngues chose to
make use of its easily misrepresented principles and
objects for the very worst of purposes; and hence the
popular dislike to the measure has continued to be
strengthened rather than otherwise. . Nay, one might
almost infer from what fell from some of our Legisia-
tors during the debate on the Bill.of 1346; that, instead
of an aunxiety to promote “ the onward march of mind”
aud independent feeling, there was “an indifference, if
not an objection, to the general education of the people,
lest they should become capable of judging, for them-
selves; in place of; as in their present unhappy state of
ignorance, being obliged to pin their faith on the dic-
tum of any discontented or designing demagogue,
among the few who. have benefitted by education,
and having' thereby gained an. ascendancy over their
illiterate neighbours, ave willing to monopolize to them-
selves all the local. influence and other advantages
thereby acquired. . In fact, it must be generally con-
ceded that, notwithstanding the great outcry made by
a certain class of ropular deciaimers aboutthe blessings
of ¢ responsible’ Government,” and more especially the
people's right to self Government, as at once the grand
premum mobile and ulimate test of true “ responsibility
to the people,” there are few countries in the world
where the inhabitants, as yet, less understand, less feel
the want of, or are less prepared to enjoy, the exercise 6f
that noble’right, than the worthy “ habitans” of Lower

. * It would appear from the: manner in which one Hon. member
‘of the Legislative Council allided to the necessity of forcing -the
people to pay half a dollar, or a dollar, 4 year towards the educa~
tion of their children ; and another insisted on &ven a higher rate,
of from one to two dollars, that'a general tax alone - was referred
to, und that it was: considered that that paid, cducation would
cost parents nothing ; an arrangement that,.however plausible
.and Jiberal it may appear, 1s not based on’equitable principles, and
-must strike at the fool of independent feeling ; for even the poorest
man shouldy if possible, be encouraged to put himself under no.
obligation to others for the education of hischild! Besides which,
it has ever been found, that what is'got for nothing is little valued,
whereas what is paid for, be the price ever so trifling, is sure to bg’
sct more store by. -
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Canada ; and that such is the melancholy truth, those
who are loudest in the premature demand, are 'but too
conscious ;—and all arising {from the existence of that
one bar'to proper self-respect and ‘self-dependence, as
well as self-government, which 'the Government are
labouring to removegabut which 2key would perpetuate,
namely, the low standard of education “still prevalent
throughout the country. Whereas, in proportion as
that debasing impedinient is overcome, the people will
be found prepared to think, judge, and act for tnem-
selves'; and the reign of the demagogue will then be at
an end.—A state of things nearly approaching to that
deplored by us is so aptly illustrated in M.” Consins
admirable observations on the nenessity of a more
general diffusion of superior elementary-instraction- in
France, independent of a higher classical or college
education, that, limited though our space be, we are
tempted to adduce the latter in support of our own
humble arguments, for the benefit of vur worthy fellow-
colonists of the same national origin. “In France,”
observes that eminent man, ¢ primary education is but
a scantling ; and between that education and that of our
colleges, there is a blank ; hence it follows that every
father of a' family, even 'in the lower part of the
Bourgeoisie, who has the honourable desire of bestow-
ing a suitable education en- his sons; can only do so by
sending them to college. Serious “inconveniences are
the result. Tu general, these'young men, who are ot
conscious of a lofty destination, prosecute their studies
with little assiduity; and when they return to the pro-
fession and habits of their family, as nothing in the
routine of their ordinary life oceurs to recall and keep
up their college studies, a'few years are sure to oblite-
rate the smattering ‘of "classical. knowledge they pos-
sessed. They al-o frequently contract at college ac-
quaintances and tastes which make it almost impossible
to accommodate themselves again to the humble - con-
dition of their parents; Aence z race of restless men,
discontented with their lot, with others, und with them-
selves,—enemies of a social order] in which they do not
Seel themselves in their pluce,.and: ready, with some
acquirements, a talent more or less sofid, and an unbridled
ambition, to throw themselves into ell the paths either of
servility or revolt 1?1t -0 T

_To these highly apposite rematks we may be .per-
mitted to-add, that instead of the bulk of our Canadian
brethren  being. as ;yet. sensible of a more general ex-
tension of education .among . all ranks being either
necessary ov; desirable, in the ordinary .iptercourse of
vocial Jife,.it_is not unusual——as candidly admitted by
one of our legislators—for “the’ French . Canadian
farmer to be so utteily unconscious of the value of any
education whatever, as t0 be ‘fourldl’saying, « I have
liad ng edueation myself, and’yet T'have cultivated my.
and’; and why, should not my children do'the same?”.
And even:at best, a preposterous-idea’séems to previil,

at i€ aperson inapy ‘station "o ife’ happens to .
all folérably” educated, e mast;‘ay's matter of
pire 16 become. a ‘member of “one of .the.

learned. pcofessions;. instead of 'being ¢ontent to tarn
the” litile extra_knovledge gequired by “bim to_far
Better'aceouat; in'the morg ereditable disoharge of his

‘every. friend of education, as

moral and social duties in the natural sphere of him-
self and family. - ' -
Having dwelt s0 long on the gloomy side of the
prospect, we gladly turn to the more cheering contem-
plation cf. the laudable efforts which have, from time.to
time, been made in behalf of a mare satisfactory. state
of things, preparatory to exhibiting a condensed view
of the existing general results in both provinces, . .
In the first place, then, it becomes a pleasing duty
to express our sense of the continued untiring exertions
of the clergy of all denominations, but more partien-
larly of those of the Catholic church, and of the.bene-
volent-religious ladies of the various charitable orders,
in behalf of the extension of general education, in all
its branches, as evidenced in the many philanthropie
asylums, and elementary schools, as well as in the
higher seminaries and colleges founded and conducted
under their immediate auspices; and, did our space
permit, we could not do them justice more appro-
priately than in the language of the worthy superin-
tendent of education ; but we are compelied to forego
that pleasure, that we may be able to devote more
attention to Dr. Meilleur himself, as an.energetic
labourer in behalf of popular instruction for more than
twelve years, either as a private gentleman, or a mem-
ber of the legislature, or latterly ‘as the Government
Superintendent of Education in the Province.. . .. ..
It is a remarkable fact, as respects Lower Canada,
that it is not for want of. public advocates of .the good
cause, that education is not there in a more advanced
state, compared with the Upper Province ; for various
patriotic individuals, besides the clergy. of all denomi-
nations, appear to have, from time to tixg’xe, devoted
themselves to the duty of zcalous pioneers in the noble
work : and among these, Dr. Meilleur,. as already
alluded to, published a series of letters on, education
abont twelve vears ago, of which it is_sufficient com-
mendation to say, that they attracted the attention. of
Lord Durham, and. that they advocated . the greater
part of the system which has been since introduced.
In 1841, also appeared another able advocate of popular
instruction, in Charles Mondelet, Esq, who published,
on the eve of the meeting of the first united parliament,
# series .of. short, letters. on elementary and, practical
education, noticed at the head of this article, containing
many valuable and appropriate suggestions, with refer-
ence to that particular period, combined with . the
highly laudable and amiable main-object of, if possible,
doing away with all odious national distinctions, induc-
ing a better state of social fecling, aud. founding .an
improved . system of .general education, on a_basis
securing the rights and privileges of. all classes, what-
éver. may be their origin, religion, or politics ; -and
which; - therefore, well merited being. in the hands of
: well ag every well-wisher
to the prosperity. of United Canada.*, - ... = . .

. '® W cannot esisi’ adding that'a fresh 'instance Has ‘occuired
svhile ‘this ‘article was in the handa of the printer. - Mr.;assistant.
Secretary; Parent having, on the:18th of February, delivered, at the
Freneh. Institute, .an_excellent iccture on the existing, state of
Education and the Educational;Law in Canada, in pregence of a
hig Ev”fe’spcgtable_pgdj‘c}qivdgh‘tﬁudie‘x’giﬁél’”We understad that

istourse ia to appcer at' length in the French’joutrfals i b6t

this 3
we~trunt’rha!‘i’twwill)ﬁb! be a]lawed: 1o remnin confined::tb that '
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For our readers to be aware of the general scope and] academies, colleges, and . universities, for the education
merits of this'well-timed little work, it might' be suffi-}of the few ; and, in’ thejr selfish and inhuman career,
cient ta observe, that with some featurcs peculiar to|leaving the bulk of the people in ignorance and degradas
itselly it “advocated 'in a ‘great degree the outline of tion. * *.# let us, therefore, whatever may be
the Bill of 1841—the learned framer of which cordially ! our origin, our religion, our politics, join heart and hand
acknowledged his obligations to its author for consider-:in the noble cause of education: on the success of our
able assistance; and that, as already observed, it eflorts dépends our happiness; but the failure of our
carnestly advocated the adoption of an educaticnal|endeavours must be followed by worse consequences
system that would be acceptable to all races and sects i than the most timid are likely to apprehend.” )
But commou justice to the highly intclligent andj He then proceeds to dbserve, that * as the want of o
patriotic writer, demands something more at our hands. | general and uniform system of elementary and practical
We therefore gladly add, that afier premising that|education is extreme in Lower Canada, no time should
education, elementary and practical, in Canada, is|be lost in adopting such means as are calculated to remedy
necessary to the voung, and through them most in-|so great an evil; and that as national distinctions and.
fluential on those of mature age, and that the results of | prejudices are most formidable obstacles to the carrying
i proper course in that respect are of vital importance; into operation of a unifurm system, means should at

- to all classes in this distracted country, he very justly|once be adopted to surmount them. And, further, that
proceeds to observe: ¢ Common or primary schools|there being a mutual distrust prevailing in a very high
are one of the most interesting institutions in any well | degree in respect to language—the English population
organized socicty: they are regarded as the great|being impressed with the belief that the French Cana-
sources of elementary instruction ; wo community is}dians are_averse to the spreading of the English Jan-
safe without them: no Government is secure if it!guage, and the French Canadians, on the other hand,
neglects or proscribes them. An’ enlightered people|are apprehensive that efforts have been and are being
will, in most cases, guard against the corrupting in-}made to wrest from them their vernacular, and force
fluence of bad rulers. It will be equally free from the| them to speak the English language—let there be estab-
snares of ignorant or of intriguing and unprincipled | lished in each locality, as fur as practicable, a French
demagogues.  Tn either case the goveried will escape|and English school, either in one and the same bd'ﬂd‘mg,
the tyranng of oue, ‘or of the many. The cause ofjor in two distinct houses. 'The result is inevitable.
education is, therefore, the cause of liberty. Indepen-|The English parent seeing, in the midst of the French
dentjdt’ these most imvortant resnlts, the moral charag - settlements, English’ schools, will very naturally say to
ter of the people, taken collectively,—the individual| himsell’: ¢ Surely the French Canadians are not hostile
character-of each member of the community,—is eleva- | to the spread of the English language ; it is better that I
ted by education—man is bettered ; and of course the|should send my children to the French school ; they will
stite of society improved. The duties of man towards|learn both languages, and get on much better in the
his Crearqr, those he owes to his Government, and the| world!” The French Canadian parent also will at once
rules he has to be guided by in his intercourse with bis| find out that he is not forcibly to be robbed of his lan-
fclnl‘oyv men, will be sacrediy or lightly attended to in guage ; he will see the propriety of having his children
proportion to the improved or neglected moral sense.| tayght the English language ; which will enable them to
The prosperity of a country will of course be greater| clear their ivay to usefulness; and he will therefore send
in proportion to the individual, or to the collective in-| hig children to the English school. Thus, the mutual dis-
dustry of those who inhabit it. The success of the| tryst, now prevailing, will vanish, to make way for mu-
husbandinan, the merchant; the trader, the mechavic,|tgal confidence. Both populations will ceasé to fear,
the seaman, in fact, the success of all, must depend on! what they now dread so muich ; their anticipations and
their'knowledge of the art, calling, or trade they are| heir hopes will not be visionary, there being nothing to
engaged in, and conséquently the general and individaal oppose to facts; English and French schools working
prosperity and happiness are essentially dependent on| Gmulianeously wwill be uinansiverable arguments. * *
thé degre¢ of intelligence and practical’ kuowledge| Pogee and happiness being restored; the working of a
prevailing “in" a ‘community.  Common or “primary| soung system of education bécowes easier. In the first
sehgols, in which the elements of a sound and usefulfjysance, it has been the efféct; it mast now become the
ygp;.!‘%f.?d“(?atw"‘ﬂre taught, ‘aré, therefore, of thel caiss of a'state’of things bettering every day=> .
s most Toely 1ate 19 1hy counitry, and should excite) g saime geiierous arailgamative spiri pervading the
" Tiipfessad with' this noble fesling, the saime patriofic| Whole of his patriotic writer’s obscrvations, e are con-
Huthor in subsagient letters tnjs expresses hifnself s (€04 0 vemafk, Jfor the. present, that we cordially

4 Tho' vhited Logislature cannot, ought not,and will| 2cauiesce.in the mast of them, and.in none more thn
e g G AR g | in the moral necessity as well as undenjable justice of a
not, allow the first session to pass by without duly ma- ;.":t J0Fa - MOCGISILY A3 Wil 98 B e S
Pt e AR v . ;| light general tax “for such a purposé—if in addition’to
turing and adopting a systein of elementary and prac LB . § . :

; " : ; e N +4a tifling sum to be paid.by parents who zend children
tical education. Our Legislatare will not, I trust, con- to schoal: but w inclined-to think that the ext

tént thémselves ‘with a servile imitation'of the govern- iﬁx;gs‘}?ign’ 0‘1.‘ a‘j;fn:ri[:::‘ ltnhi;set?vh:ndo n:t ;hz(i‘d‘:i
'xz!gnls of the feudal ages, always bent upon patronising} oo o0 o0 of the schools, be the purpose to which
sriguage alone, at apeculiar junctuge like tho mesent',_c%ﬂlision and that fund will be dey oted what it may, would savout too
omparison of opinions being the alembic of all improvement, | much of the despotic, though otherwise excellent; Prus-
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sian system, to be acceptable, the very praise-worthy
cexamples of our neighbours of Massachusetts and Con-:
necticut to the contrary motwithstanding ;‘and we are
rathier inclined to believe ‘that if would prove, moré benc-
ficial, as well as more popular, for the burthen on those
of small means but farge fanilies to” b ‘alleviated, by 2
progressive diminution in"the monthly school dues in
proportion fo the number of childten’; thus, for the first,
say 1s. 3d., for the second'1s., for the third 6d:; and the
fourth to be gratis.." We also gladly’ subscribe to the
propriety of encouraging a ‘cordial feeling among ‘the
youtl of both' races, by Frénch 'and English schools
being, wherever practicable, placed in kindly juxtaposi-
tion, as pregnant with the most desirable ‘results in the
intercourse of after life; and we mark with equal satis-
faction the importance which ' the writer attaches to the
due promation of female ediication.” All, therefore,
that remains to be added is our hearfy commendation
of his patriotic suggestions, mingled with our déep regret
that they were not attended with betler success.
‘Having s far discussed thé merits of M. Mondelet’s
laudable little work, it is full time to return to the labours
of Dr. Meilleur, R o
In that genfleman’s Report for 1842, while deploring
the existence of that unfortunate stumbling-block in the
way of the first Education Bill—the popular aversion to
the introduction of District Municipal 'Coungils—full
{ustice was done fo the zealous exertions of the clergy {o
give impetus to the Act, as having been so much, the
grealer, i proportion as the obstacles became more in-
vincible, from the want of the effective co-operation of
the Municipal’ Councils; but it was at the same time
candidly admitted, that popular institations, although they
had been asked and cxpected for a number of years,
were, for the people of Lower Canida, things yet nesv ;
and that it was, therefore, not surprising that, where
such institutions were yet in'their infancy, the people
should not at once be able to perceive distincily in the
combined and complicated machinery of these two laws,
.all the advaniages which ‘may result from their respec-
tive operations, though they might be found to work well
separately ; and he, therefore, very properly begged that
till that should be the case, the Canadian Bill should be
altogether independent of the .municipal ordinance, and
entrusted to the entire and exclusive direction of educated
local School Commissioners, under the guidance of the
Provincial Superinténdent, ;¢ the fact being, that. the
granting of municipalities ‘to .the inhabitants of Lower
Canada was premature,” and for this simple reason, that
“ the people are mol yet, in’ general,. sufficiently. in-
structed ¢g be able to take, with advintage, the effective
part assigned them'; and, in consequence, it is impos.
. sible to obtain from the ‘Municipal Councils a prompt,

regular, dnd effective co-operation.” 7", .
. "Such ‘continued {6 'bs the nnsatisfactory statc of, mat-

| fers’up. to. 1845, “the. year in_ which -the”ficét separate

< 7, ¥:We'havo alteady-observed,ithat;we:do not think:the employ-
..ment.of female teachers, andithe formation,of separals girls'
. .schools,. sufficiently encouraged,in .Canada, and, mentioned in.
«atances of, this:being more carefplly aiténded: to’clsewhere, “We:
- may, igre;add, that in tha State of Qliio, the.finmber of-nale and.
' f;r!;;:;e,;qachqm;az ‘well -an of baysiand ‘girls" schogls, 2 noarly

amended Bill for Lower Canada was passed, granting the
impolitic option of voluntary subscriptions, insteag of a
uniform direct general assessment; and, accordinglyy in
forwarding his Report for ‘that year, in 1846, Dr.” Meil-
leur was compelied to avow, in the strongest terms, the
inelancholy fact, that up to that' period 'the School Bill .
had either not workedat‘all, or had in most cases worked
very ‘badly-—notwithstanding ‘'the conitant’ couragéous
efforts made everywhere by the friends of education, ‘anid
especially by the members of the clergy of every cfeed
and origin. to further its opcration: “and' this, for ‘twe
reasons; the one, the cominued existence of the “old
obstacle, its connection with the Manicipal Councils’;
the other, that the law required a small contribation,
cither by voluntary subsciiption, or by asscssment on
their real property, equal to the sum aliowed yearly by
the Legislature; but that the word ¢ Tax’ had unfortu-
nately slipped into the law, and taken the place’of that of
contribution ; and that those who had ‘reasons-—some-
imes inexplicable enough—for opposing the measure,
had scized upon that word as the signal of a general
and irreparable ruin ! and that suddenly, at theirvoice,
the people were seen to rise’ in a body in certain coun-
ties where the Ieaders of the opposition were more influ-
ential and active, arid, guided by their perfidious coun-
sel, had allowed themselves for a moment to .be.draggeji
into opposition ;"~~to what 1—a purely phitanthropit.
law, made for the sole benefit of themselves m)d ¢hil-
dren.  But, ¢ that tlie inhabitants were at length be-
ginning to comprehend better, the true” ends \pf the Taw,
its utility, its importance, and tlie means of aftaining its
objects ; and it might now be said, that notwithstanding
the . efforts of the opposition, and the' defects of the law,
wherever the inhabitants had been well advised, and the
local authoritics well disposcd, and *s0 acted with good
{aith, concord, harmony, and perseverance, in their pro-
ceedings, the_execution of the law tiad ‘been easy, and
followed Ly vesulls most satisfactory to all : from whice
it might be reasonably concluded, that if ‘the oppositiun
had every where left the people to their natural ‘good
sense, free- to follow withiout constraint and hinderance
their own inclination for the instruction of their chil-
dren—free, at Jeast, to follow the well-mcant advice of
their true friends, and, in patticular, of their pastors,—at
all imes so zealous for the public. wellare—the working
of the law" would. have every” where been immediate,
uniform, and most advantageous 1o the rising generation.”
‘Butthen, again, he was forced to confess, that s his
gratifving success is still far from being whatit would
have been; without the efforts of -the opposition ;. there
are localities: where it is pavtial only, athers where ‘it is
vet a nullity. In these latter, the.inhabitants, bowed
beneath the weight of an undue influgnce, incline, as
forimerly; towards the impoisoned” source’ of-prejudice,
‘and abandon’ thewselves to the most deceitful Musions,
in"Epite. of“all the good counsels and good exawples
‘given them by their fellow-citizens.and. friends ;. all-have
N R o N N

“# §4 swonld appear that; independentof the want of eddeation
making. these popular: institutions inappreciuble by the: people,of
Lower Canada, a strobg popular antipatliy prevails against theimn,
from’ the first allempt fo introduce them having been mede by

"« Ordindnée™ Quring tho suspension of the constitation,’” .\
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yet failed to make them sensible of the false position in
which they are placed, by certain individuals more de-
sirous of .a momentary command over men whose mis-
fortune it is to be too confiding, and more ambitious of
acquiring the ephemeral reputation of a day, than of
contributing, with a good grace, to the permanent happi-
ness and welfare of ncarly 200,000 children eager to
divide' the intellectual food! There are also localities,
where the inhabitants, indifferent or apathetie, do no-
thing either to conform to the law, or directly to oppose
it, flattering themselves that it will be repealed or modi-
fied, so as to require nothing at their hands; and thus
sacrifice to doubtful hopes, to improbable results, the
certain and durable advantages which might ba unfail-
ingly secured to their children, by the faith(ul execution
of the existing school law.” ) ‘

In this conflicting and discouraging state of things,
Dr. Meilleur was led to recommend, for consideration,
various amendments in the law, the principal of which
were, the entire separation of the School Act from that
regulating the rural municipalities, and the making of it
permanent ; the placing of the carrying out of its pro-
visions solely in the hands of local Commissioners,
either elected by the inbabitants, or appointed by Go-
vernment in default of none being elected ; the repeal
of that part of the law which exacts 1s. 3d. per month

for each child actually attending scliool, and the exac-.

tion of it for every child of an age to attend school, 7. ¢.,
from 5 to 16 ; making the contribution by asscssment on
real property obligatory in ali cases, -except extreme
poverty—in which case the Commiss'oncrs to have the
. power of exempting the inhabitants of indigent locali-
ties from paying the full amount; and the establishing
of a Board of Examiners lor the admission of teachers.
In addition to which he adverted to several other ob-
Jects, having a reference to public instruction, as, though
of a less pressing nature, not the less important, or re-
quiring the intervention of the Legislature, such as the
establishment of county academies, the institution of
normal and model schools, the necessity of unifermity
in school books ;. the foundation of school librarics ; the
teaching of the elementary principles of agriculture in
the principal schools in each county; and the promo-
tion of a periedical Journal of education.
Leaving our readers at liberly to refer to Dr. Meil-
leur’s Report for the explanatory details connected with
“these amendments, we deem it sufficient to observe, for
the: present, that though we may differ from Dr. Meilleur
in some respects, as cither stated in the immediately
foregoing pages or in the former portion of our remarks,
- we cordially concur in'most of them; and in none more
than in the absolute necessity for the immediate estab-
lishment of efficient normal and model schools, such as

have been lately set on foot in the Upper Province ; and |,

. we regard-as no less indispensable, and, in fact, as a nata-
; 1 ] s !

ral ‘sequence, the appointment of one or more Boards of

Education, or Examiners, such as that instituted in the
sister Province. To which might have been added, the ap-
pointment of well-qualified  Superintendents to each
-gounty, ‘But what will all these improvements amonnt
to, if that all.important and invaluable instrument, the
teacher, is deatined to be Jeft in that utterly degraded

position which he at present oceupies, instead of being
raised to the legitimate respectable status in society
insisted upon in our former article? but which can
only be accomplished by. the unanimous.applauding
voice and liberal helping hand of a grateful people.
And of this, unfortunately, the prospect in Lower
Canada is still gloomy in the extreme ; for on the re-
amended Bill being brought before Parliament in 1836,
such was the discordant feeling on this vitally im-
portant and philanthropic subject, in spite of all the
efforts of the liberal friends of education, civilization,
and humanity, on both sides of the House, that compa-~
ratively little good .was effected, except making the
working of the bill independent of Muntcipal Councils,
and the omission of the objectionable voluntary contri-
butions ; ‘and the consequence was, that a third, con-
flicting effort at amendment was proposed to be attempted.
during the last session of Parliament, reviving the optional
voluntary contribution ; but, so far, fortunately, that was
destined to fall to the ground abortive in the House of
Assembly. And thus, as far as the Legislature is con-
cerned, to the disgrace of the country, stands the matter
at present. Inthe meantime, however, itis somewhat con.
solatory to learn, from different quarters, as well as to per-
ceive from the Superintendent’s Report for 1836, that a
better feeling is gradually gaining ground among the mis-
guided “Aabitans,” in spite of all the insane efforts of cer-

tain unworthy ¢ extinguishers™ in some rem%g"‘ ts of

.

par
the country ; and we are, therefore, led to indulge a confi-
dent hope that such will, after all, continue 16 be the
case.t That our readers, however, may be enabled to
judge for themselves of the plain unvarnished state of
things at present, we beg to refer them to the following
somewhat imperfect abstract view of the truly humili-
ating scale of education at present existing in both divi-
sions of the Province, compared with what ought to be
expected, when contrasted with what is witnessed in
many other countries:—

Abstract Statistical View of the State of the Common Schools

in the Province of Canada for the years 1844, 5, and 6.

: | Es ] £ | £

wmons, | Year.] 8.8 53 ) G

S g2 | 55 | 5 | 5%

- Sw. e 8

=] =3 7oy &<
Upper Canadn, | 1844 | 506,052 | 181,062 | ‘2,945 1 96,756
1845 | 632,070 | 198,434 | ... {110,002
1846%|Unascer- ' 204,580 | .2,925* | 110,318

tained. " ‘ . o

Lower Canada, | 1844 | 690,782 | 186,349 | 1,832 | 61.030
1815 {Unascer- oot | 1,787441.0 59,389

- { tained. BT
1846 | Do. oo 11,830 ) 69,887

* This includes 336 schools unreported, a

t an average of 25
scholars to each. .

+ It is truly gratifying to find the conduct of these unprincipled
men repydieted and stigmatised by every true {ricnd of the coun-
try on"both sides of the floor of the House'of Assembly, as well
as, with few exceptions, by the wholo of the public press, of all
shades of poliica, As onc late instance of whicl may be-men.
tioned, that the Mizerve, of the 31st Déocmber, charasterised the
oppesition shown' {n that pait of the Commot Sehnai*Act; 21
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., . Now,from the above well ascertained data, it would
“appear that in Upper Canada little more than half of the
children between five and sixteen are now attending
.school 5 and , that the. proportion in Lower Canada is
“miserably less, being little more than one-fourth ; where-
as in several of the neighbouring Awerican States—
" from whom, and not from: Prussia, the greater part of
-our school system is derived*—almost évery. child is being
more or less éducated ; and in more than onie of them,
.education i$ literally universal,t ‘ .
. -. This is truly a ‘melancholy comparison, .which every
. - Canadian, whether.of British or French origin, may well
-blush to seerecoided ; biit it exhibits, nevertheless, the

-foreing, taxation . for the benefit of cducation, as @ DiapoLicaL
. ‘dogtrine, not to be entertained by enlightened mnen ; and declared
that-lo advocate its repeal was iinpossible for any respectable
Canadian !, LS
*, We should be duing an injustice to a very influential portion
of the British Empire, wero we.not to remind our readers, that if
they want an zuthorily nearer home for a f¢x on property for the
. purposes of general education, they have only to Jook to the con-
“stitution of the Parochial Schools of Scotland; and if they wish
to have the subject brought altogether home fo Canada, let them
reflect on _the. following. excellent observations of the shrewd and
talented ‘member for Huron, during the debate on the Education
Bill of 1846.- Dr. Dunlop said that he did not expect to have it ar-
gued in the 19th ceniury, whether or no the people should be
- taxed for the -purpose. of ‘education. He thought that the ad.
vancement of the age had established that point. . It was a duty
..incumbent upon that ¥louse to furnish the people with moral and
- religious education.. Without this being done, it was of no use
‘making canals and railroads. The eountry would not prosper if
the people were not better than -the oxen that worked in their
. fields. It had been said, * keep people in ignorance, and you can
- govern them’; instruct them, and ‘they will govern themsclves.”
Now, he wanted to sce them govern themsclves. The léss
- education the people possessed, the less they felt the want of it ;
- and it was, theréfore, the duty of that Houge to feel for them, and
to tax them for -their own benefit, in this particular. e was
"'guilty of frequently referring to his own countrv, and was' about
to do o again: the people of Scotland might be found in every
.- part of the world, but no where were they mere hewers of wood
-and:drawers of water; and the reason was, because the people
- were tazed for the maintenance of good schools in every purish,
;and-the means of education were given to the poorest.  Scotland
_occupied but a small space.in the physical world ; but how great
_was'the space it filled in the moral world, '“The larger countries,
“'France, England; and Germany, might be equal to them in that
- ‘respect, @s they ought to be, considering the ‘greater number of
.inhabitante. .’ In a moral point of view, the literature of Scotland
" etoud conspicuously forth to the world’s eye. The educational
system of Scotland had broken down the ancient monopoly of,
* greatness;:(rank), and opened the door of fame to every compeli.

~itorii” The:small start which the weallby farmer was able to give |’

-his son, was lost and.of no account; when the son of the peasant
was. equally well educated-with the son of .tha -peer. - He. hoped
_ %o see a similar system introduced into this colony : and it would
s be'the greatest blessing ever ‘conferred upon it * - = ..
-4 ‘Though it is.the fashion-to run down the enlightened, thongh
_.arbitrary, Prussian system, wc cannot resist- adding, that so far
. back as 1831,’0ut,0f‘ a population.in that. country of 12,726,823,
./ there'was a proportion’ of 2,043,030 children between the .ages of
“weven‘and fourteen ; and that of these, 2,021,421 actually attended
+ the public schools, leaving only 21,609 without edueation; if such
; Were, the, case. ; but these, in fact, were supposed to be, attending
private schools 5—so, thal it would appéar.that every human being
.:32 that kingdom actually enjoys the benefits of education ! ‘What
' ;ascontrast -this: toithe mortifying scene .exhibited at' the “jate
" Quarter;Bession for-the city and district- of Mentreal,-the prod
+ metropolis, of -British Canada, where- ten.out of eighteeen  grand
', Jurors could:only.make their mork! end- of these; nine .were of
- French origin ! . If this does not show the nccessity of providing

stern truth ! Let us, however, not altogether despair,
but look hopefully forward to better times, when in spite
of all the heartless unchristian efforts of a few ignorant
or des'gning political demagozues, the -mists of prejudice
shall gradually disperse, and the beneficial workings of
our educational system shall become hetter understood
and appreciated 5 for it was a number of years befurc
even our neighbours of New York, after much vexatious
opposition and evasion, began to comprehend the- true
merits and value of, and hecome thoroughly reconciléd
to direct school taxation, wiil: the:ample special fund for
educational purposes provided by the State, as may be
seen from the following :—. ‘ !

Abstract table of the progress of Common Schools in -the Slute
of New York. ‘

Year No. of No. of Children } No. of Children
ar Schools. between 5 & 16. taught.
1815 2755 176,449 | 110,106. -

1820 6332 l 317,633 304,559
1830 9063 497.503 499,424 .
18434 10875 } 670,995 657,732%

" To which may be added, that the amount of public
money received and expended in the several school
districts in 1844, was $660,727.41, of which was ap-
plied to the payment of teachers wages, $565,793.76,
and to the purchase of books and for school libraries,
$94,933.97; and the amount paid by the inhabitants
on rate or assessment bills for teachers wages, was
$509,376.97 ; making an aggregate amount of upwards
of 1,000,000 of dollars applied to .the payment of
teachers wages ! ‘ * '
Having at length, in a great measure, redeemed the
pledge given by us at the outset of our desultory observa-
tions, we would now gladly come to a conclusion of this
already too protracted article; but we trust that our
readers - will- kindly bear with us a little longer on' so
vitally important a subject, at a peculiar crisis like - the
present, while ' we once more earnestly warn our’ fellow
countrymen of both races against the baneful conse-
quences that must resuit from the reckless, unreflecting
desire of constant change, which has of late become
so rife, and appears to be gaining ground in some parts
of the Upper. Province, and entreat that a fair and pa-
tient trial may be given to the existing educational. sys-
tem in all its parts, imperfect thought it may be, before
any attempt at material alteration is forced upon the
Legislature ; and we beg it to be . recollected .that such
cannot possibly be the. case until .the influence of that
powerful .lever, the lately established Normal Schools,
shall be brought into effective operation, and that that
cannot be expected in less than three, years.,. And we
would in particular.most earnestly deprecate all; aftempt’
to.narrow.the sphere of, and far less. dispense with, the
services of so-invaluable a_main-spring as an_efficient
Chief Superintendent for each province,.without which
ithe. whole machinery. must infallibly crumble_to .pieces.
In faet, it may.be recollected that our individual.convic-

-tion goes to the very antipodes of such a-feeling, it.being

our Jong and well weighed, opinion that the head of the
educational department should even be.a, member of the

instruction, we know not what will.

# This is exclusive of the schools in the great city of New York.
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Executive Government, with no other duties to attend

to.*  We would also invite the particular attention of
the Municipal Councils of Upper Canada, as well as of
Goverament, 1o the propriety of great discrimination in
the . selection of those important local oflicers,—well
qualified . District Inspectors, or Superintendents,—
against whom also there existed at one time a consider.
abledegree of prejudicet ; but that, once appointed, they
-should be as little liable to removal as possible.  And
-we would further suggest, that every District Superin-
tendent should, afler appointment, be required to pay a
leisure visit tothe Normal School, so that, hy being a perso.
nal witness of the progress of the whole system, he may
acquire a thorough insight into the proper mode of con-
ducting the Model and Common Schools within his own
Jurisdiction.  Add to which, we would suggest that he
should be, ex-officio, a member of the District Granumar
School Commission.

Thus much with regard to the Upper Province.
With respect to Lower Canada muck more might very
readily . be added; but we content ourselves with ear-
nestly imploring the Government lo persevere in the
Jaudable endeavour to awaken our misguided French
Canadian brethren to the value of education—as a jewel
beyond price—Dby every legitimate legislative means ; and
we would more particularly impress upon the Representa-
tives of the people, that education is a sacred cause, apart
from all mere party or political feeling whatever; and

. ‘that a law once passed in its behalf, however imperfect
it may be, it is the duty of all, without exception, to
give théir best aid towards its successful operation, till a
better can be devised; and we have every confidence
that, if’ the powerful influence of the members among

* It may be added, in proof of the conviction gencrally enter-
tained in other countrics, of the great utility of a weneral superin-
tendent, that the most of the American Slatcs have such an
officer ; and that even al the late installation of the corporation
of the city of Boston, the Mayor, in delivering the annual address,
recommended an application o the Legisiatare for the appoint-
ment of a snperintendent of schools, and also for aid v the estab-
lishment of school libraries, and even for a compulsory enactment
fur sending children to school.  And it has been fureihly remarked
by an able British writer, that ** the first and most striking feature in

" the French and Prussian orzanization is the existence of a minister
of public instruction, distinct from the other parts of the adminis-
tration. Thz dutics of this office belonged formerly, in both

" countrics, to the Secretary of Stats for the Hnme Departinent:
 but a scparation was made in Prussia by the law of 1819, and in
France some time later ; and the result Jias proved the wisdom
‘of the arrangement. ‘T'he entire machinery is thus worked from

4 common -centre, which contributing the first impulse, controls

all the movements, and gives unity of action and character. The

" prime mover of the whole is the responsible minister of the
Crown; and in France he is one of the Cabinet ministers, and
sects with the advice and assistance of a council of twelve.”

*t ‘This unreasonable prejudice has not been altogether confined
- to Canada, for in 1843 the Hon. S, Young, -Secretary of State,

. and.Superintendent of Schoolsof the State of New York, candidly
adwmitied that he had come into office with a decided prepossession
"@gainst county superintendents, and determined to ubolish them
but that after attending the Convention of County Superintendents,
and possessing himse!f of a thorough acquaintance with the pre.
:vious.rdefects and present advantages of that. systent,. he had
arrived -t the conclusion, that depaty superintendents, properly
quilificd'for the discharge of their functions, and earnestly intent
‘on-elevating the condition of the Common Schools, can do much
more to accomplish the desirable results than all the other officers
connected wilh the system.

their respective constituents he zealously added to the
solemn persuasive voice of the ministers of religion, a
reaction of the most cheering character must ere long be
produced, not only in behalf of that first of blessings
education, but, as a natural consequence, in favour of
municipal .institutions aiso. In the ‘meantime, til] the
worthy ¢ halitans’ shall hecome gradually reconciled to
the latter, let the schoolmaster, at all events, be encour-
agad to come abroad among them, altogether unfettered
by, and uncounected with, any other enactment ; and
to accomplish this, all that is at present necessary, is to
leave the whole of the management of the local elemen.
¢nry schools in the hands of intelligent educated Com-
missioners, assisted by respectable school section trustees,
&e.; and to appoint well-selected District Superinten.
dents, to complete the chain of connexion between the
difterent branches of 'the system ; to realise the full in-
tention of the theory of ¢ the Royal Institution,” by
founding, wherever wanting, vespectable County Gram-
mar Schools, or Classical Academies, such as were in-
tended and ought now. to be in operation in the Upper
Province; and to organize eflicient Normal Schools,
such as has been lately instituted at Toronto, to
give a well-regulated unitorm impetus to the whole!
For what will all the schools in the world do without a
body of truly respectable, well qualified, teachers to
direct them ?

Would that our humble, but fervently patriotic, appeal
to our wunited Legislatare could prevail on them to ad-
vance one great step farther, in behalf of “ a consum-
mation devoutly to be wished,” in at once abandoning,
wherever possible, the narrow-minded growing Parlia-
mentary practice of legislating for the two divisions of
the same great British Province separately, instead of as
a harmonious unity-—as if they were inhabited by races
of utterly irreconcilable habits, feelings, and principles—
to the undesirable and impohtic perpetuation of uncalled-
for jealous, if not unfriendly, national feelings and pre-
judices; and uo better begiuning can be made than with
municipal and cducational arrangements, for the benefit
of the whole. In the event, therefore, of any revision
of the School Acts of either Province becoming ere
long necessary, let our Legislature calmly retrace its
steps, and frame whatever law may be brought forward,
on-an extended basis, similar to that of 1841, as appli-
cable to the inhabitants of dotk divisions. But for such
a movement to be productive of the noble results to be
desired, let the course adopted be slow and sure, and,
therefore, the very reversc of the annual tinkering prac-
tice which has hitherto prevailed ; and none can possibly
vield a greater prospect of success than the wars pro-
cedure recommended by the Hon. Mr. Morris in 1841,
in the emphatic words of the following resclutions, then
sahmitted by him to, and unavailingly adopted by, the
Upper House :— / ’

Resoleed—Thut it is most important to the peace and welfare
of the people of this Province, that an eflicient and well organized
system of general education be, without further loss: of’ time,
cstablished upon just and liberal principles ; by which all classes
of Her Mujesty’s subjects shall enjoy equal advantages, and that
the inhabitants of that part of the Provinec formeriy called Upper
Cunada, be forthwith permitted to reap the benefits of that ample
provision which was made by His Majesty King George the Third,

t for the education of his subjects in that part of the Provinee,
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Resolved—Thsat in order to sccure the assistance of those best
qualificd to devise n wise, cfficient, and comprehensive plan for
- the edueation of the people, it is important {o appoint a Commis.
- sipn, which shall fully represent the general interest of the com-
mnmly with power to sit during the recess, and report through
the Governor at the next Session of the Legislature, the resnlt of
their Jabours, and the draft of a law to establish and endow Com-
mon Schoole and District’ Grammar Schools, as Seminarics pre-
paratory to the cducation of pnpils mtcnded for Upper Canada
Colleges, or for any University hereafter cstablished.

Resolved—That a messaze be sent to the Legislative Assembly
eomnunicating the Resolutions of this Housc on the subject of the
appaintment of 1 Commissioner to prepare and report a system of
general education, with a requist that they will unitc with this
House in the necessary measures for that object.

Much more might still readily be added on so inex-
_kaustible . and 1mpoxtant a subject as the spread of|i
_education among a whole people; but we have already
trespassed so, far beyond our limits, that we are con-
strained to bid our readers an '1bmpt farewell, in the
humble hepe that, as we have been unconscious of
having either « nothinh extenuated, or set down aught in
. malice,”. throughout the whole of our desultory observa-
tions thev may not prove altogether in vain ; and thereby
~nmewh‘u conduce “ to lm&ten the great and good Re-
form, when mind shall reign.”” For, to borrow further!

the inspiring langiige of the great Lord Brougham, we |

feel that « tlie schoolmaster ¢s abroad in the Jand ; 5 mind;

begins. to..assume his .place; and .ignorance, with her
handmaid, vice, : nust recede before her ke darkness
Defore tu, ‘morning sun, or clouds before the wind!”
Or, 1 nwrc suited to the i immediate scene of our theme,
Tet “ug,‘in p'nun',', bvu' in mind the'emphatic patnollc;
words of a.son of-our own Canadian soil, the respeeted,
M. Mondelet, to whose Letters we have n.ore than once
had the. pleasure of referring ;- The, prosperity of our
common country—the mor al clevation of its people—the
“happiness of rrmerauons 10 come-—vill essentially be;
dep"ndam on the degree of instruction which is diffused.|
.Let; then, no consideration whatever prevent any m'm!
. from. apenly- advocatmg, supporting, and furthering the
.cause of education ; it is a duty we owe to ourselves
our children, our po~lcm) Liberal institutions we m‘cd‘
_never . e\pect to be able to appreciate and maintain un-
Jimpaired, if the people are not instructed.  Temporary
.and unsettled educational establishments have been pro-
ductive..of such distressing evils in this vamce, that, ¢
there can scarcely be any difierence of opinion as fo the
_necessity of a permanent and fixed system being adopted,
-—a system such, that neither political strife nor “accidents
. may obstruet its operation, and thereby:deprive the rising
- generation of the benefits of education.”
: Montreal; February 15, 1848. '

A

'P.'znuplcs and. Practrce of Dental Surrrcr y, by
Caum A, Hanais, M-D.,, D . Professor.of_the

IR R g Ot

- timore College; Fellow of the American: Society of
_'Dental’ Sumenne, Member of the Medico-Chiturgical
l-acu!ty of Maryland, &e. &e. Third edutum- re-
vised, ‘modified, and greatly enlarged. - With one
“hondred<and fifty-six illustrations. . P}n!adelpl‘m'

Lmdﬁav "% Blackstone, 1848: “Pp. 750,

" In 1839 'the first edition of the -above work was

Principles. and Practice of Dental thger) in the Bal-{ -

ffefed ia the’ public, bat the groat impetus that was then

being given to the profession by the exertions of a few
liberal and devoted minds, in the institution of Colleges
for the education of Dentists, and in the Lshbhshmem
of Societies and Journals, for the interchange of senti-
ment and diffusion of knowledge, so much increased the
demand for the above treatise, that the author was in.
duced, a little more than two years ago, to place before
the profession the second edition of his worl, consider-
ably augmented. The additions that were then. made
consisted of those portions which now form Parts 1sf,
2d, and 5th, with many other valuable acquieitiohs and
improvements, that the advanced state of the dental
science then made requisite. The acknouledged supre-
macy of Dr. Hariis as a contributor to dental literature,
had already created such a desirc to obtain his writings,
that, in a few months, he was again called upon to pre-
pare his work for another edition, which is now before -
us, : ‘ ‘ ‘
The merits of this work, in its second edition particu.
larly, have been so fully apprccmlcd by both the medical
and dental professions, that we decm it necessary 1o
state little else than what the author has already done
in his preface, viz., that he has introduced many prac-
tical details, illustrations, and improvements, not con-
i tained in cither of the former editions.  We shall, there-
fore, content ourselves with noticing a few points which
particularly attract our attention. In the first, place, it
is impossible to read the work, without Leing struck
with the originality and excellence of its arrangement. Dr-
Westcott says, in speaking of the second edition, ¥ We
are well pleased also with the arrangement of subjects
principles are first stated and clucidated, thus making,

.l what would otherwise be arbitrary rules of practice, de-
j ductions from clearly illustrated 1m| well established

laws of the human cconomy.”

Part seventh is entirely new, and cighty-seven new
engravings have alko been introduced into the last edi-
tion, which have increased the volume by 150 pages ; but
this is by no means the extent of the improvements,
for, to prevent incrcasing the work to an inconvenient
size, the author has found it necessary. to exclude from
the present edition considerable matter contained in the
preceding - one which he conceived of minor’ unpml-
ance. ' ‘

Yart first treas of th ‘, an l thsxelozv of

the Mouth. The. dxﬂerent anatomic al elux1ents~and their
functions are ‘considered. together, a plan admirably
adapted to a work of this. description, inasmuch as:it
renders this portion of the treatise more concise, and at
the same time offers the subject matter fo-the mind- of
the student. in a more natural, interesting, and instruc-
twc form Each organ is pca']v 'md dxstmct!y reprcﬂ‘

om
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serited by an appropriate cut, so that the student may
obtdin" from this portion of the work, a correct know-
fedge' of structire ‘and function, which is mdxcpenmbh
necee\ar) as'a basns of "dental education.

 Part second comprehends the physical characteristics
of the teeth, gums, salivary calculus, fluids of the
mouth, lips, and tongue. A knowledge of their distine-
tive” qualities, enables the dentist at once to determine
npon the degree of susceptibility of the teeth to disease
under the various circumstances which they will be placed
by’ certain operations, so that he may decide what remedy
can most safely be employed. An indiscriminate use
of the file, for instance, would most certainly do more
injury in some instances than ‘good in othe's. We have
seen teeth from whose lateral surfaces the enamel had
béeen removed by the use of the file, {or more than fowr-
teen years, without the slightest change having taken
place in the bony structere; and we have seen others
lhdl were entirely ruined by caries, in less than two
vedrs after the same operation had been performed upon
them to the same extent. It is these unfortunate cases
that have established the deep-rooted prejudices that so
generally prevai! aguinst the use of the file.  And it is
useless to deny that these errors are alwa‘,x the result of
ignorance, for the indications which should guide the
opcrétor in the choice of his remedies, mechanical or
surgical, are present in cvery instance, and only need to
be understood, to he emploved successlully.

Parts third and fourth treat of the discases of the teeth,
gums, and alveolar processes, with their causes and
trc1tment S ‘

“Part fifth includes the diseases of the maxillary sinu-
scs, and their treatment.

This portion of the work appeals with great force to
the notice of the medieal, as well as the dental profes-
sion.” There are few medical men, or dentists, of much
experience, who have not at some time met with
discases of this cavity, and notwithstanding they are
often of the most formidable and dangercus character
‘that the practitioner is called upon to treat, they have
received but comparatively- little attention from pathio.
logical and therapeutical writers. Many of the diseases,
howewer to which this cavity is subject, yicld readily to
treatment if promptly and properly instituted during their
.incipient stages; but if neglected, or improperly treated,
assume:a new, and so agaravated a form, a8 to bid defiance
1o every effort to remove them. = The form which the
disease takes on, is determined, to a very great degree,
by the constitutional or specific tendencies of the general
system, so-that simple inflammation and mucous engorge-
ment, in young subjects of good conatijutions, might be
‘g,n_tirely overcome hy the gurative efforts of nature, or

might remain in a chronic state for years, without pro-
ducing any very mischievous effects ;. while, on the
other hand, in a less healthy constitution, the same
affection might, in a few weeks, cause ulceration of the
living membrane, death, and exfoliation of the surround-
ing bone.  Dr. Harris has done lnmselfgre,.. credit in
his efforts to throw light on this hitherto neglectul
subject, and deserves equally the thanks of the gcneml
as well as the dental surgeon. ‘ R
Part sixth comprises the entire field of mechamcal
dentistry, with the exception of the construction of
artificial palates and obturators. . In this portion of-the
work are found those practical details -and illustrations
that are so inlispensably necessary in a treatise on the
dental art, ‘ ‘ ‘ ’;‘ '
To corstruet any piece of dental mechanism properly,
it is necessary to divide the work into.a great many
stages or'steps, and each one particularly ‘must-be done
in the most accurate manner, before the ncit is com-
menced, for neither can be altered ﬁflcxwaxd and the
success of the dental artist depends, not so  much upon
his knowledge of any one great principle, as of scores of
litle ways and means, no one of which, though’scem-
ingly unimportant jn itself, can be omitted’ wnlmul
‘This; 1ccounl~
for the fact, that there are a great many excellent sur-
gical operatars, who, notwithstanding they may possess
good mechanical geniuses, are neverthieless indiflerent
artificial workmen.” To such men, as well as the stu-
dent, a work so rich in practical detaxl as the one undcr
censideration, must be of very great value ; for there
seems to be nothing omitted, from the melting, pun!)mg,
and alloying of the gold, to the placing of lhe \\01]; in
the mouth. ‘ ,
Part the scventh treats of the discases and defeclrss'uf
the palaiinc organs, with the most approved methods . of
remedying the same, both mechanically and surgically.
In cvery part of the volume we see evidences of giéat
practical and theoretical knowledge, the result of many
years of close application and experience ; and the work
is characterised by an originality of thought, and inde-
pendence of opinion, equally calculated to elicit truth
and exposc error. I DR

macring the beanty or utility of the work.

Lctlm to the Plﬂllt Hon. Earl Grey, one qf Her
. Majesty’s Most Honourable. Privy sy . Council, and
Secretary of State Jor, Colonial Afjairs, . bmo;acmo
a Statement of Facts in Relation to Emigration to
Canada during the Summer of 1847, by the ‘Hon.
Apanm. FERRIB, member of .the Lemz,lauve Council,
Chairman of the Executive Lay Commiseion for
Emigration, = Mentreal, Piloi, Pp, 16.’

le year 1847 will be n memorable one in the am:aua



Report on Sir W Burnett’s Dzsenfectmg Flmd - o

af Canadian emigration, from the number of emigrants
shipped from the mother-country, the reckless manner
in-which- they were sent out, and the consequent evils
attendant on it—evi's felt asmuch by the uafortunate
emigrants themselves, as entailed upon the inhabitants
of:this “Province in general, but more particularly ex-
penenced in the cities of Montreal and Quebec.

‘It would be reasonably expected that the philanthropic
and benevolent spirit which excited the landlords of
Great Britain 10 send out their surplus population to
this country, in which means of subsistence are more
easily procured would have prompted to every necessary
arrangement for the health, comfort, and sustenance
of-those thus sent out. Bt never was expectation so
far from being .realized. The fault was, however, less
that of the landlords than of the owners and captains
of vessels, whose avarice prompted to proceedings suc-
ceeded in turn by most distressing consequences.—
"The largest ships, in most' cases, were crowded to ex-
“cess, and ‘only yielded to the slave ships in those dis-
gusting details which distress the mind and thrill the
feelings with, horror. Disease, in its most revolting
form, raged ainong the inmates of these floating charnel
houses. The angel of death hovered over cach cargo
of living souls, and revelled in mortality. The deep
swallowved ap.its share, and, after arrival, the progress
of the remainder to the interior was marked by innu-
merable graves. Our means of information are still
too scanly to permit us to estimate the actual mortality
‘which took place ‘among the “one hundred thousand
who left the. British 1~Iand s, in a state of comparative
health, and certainly under circumstances, if the simplest
precautions had’been adopted, which would have man-
tained them in it; but we do not think ourselves far
wrong ' in presuming that mortahty to have been not
much short of one-filth of the whole number; and, as
the disease under which they chiefly laboured was 1eve|,
in.one of its worst forms, the mortality of which is
rarely less'than one to every ten cases attacked, but the|®
rate of which, as witnessed last _year, was much greater,
we scarceiy consuler oursélves wrong in the asscrtion

that not less than from 80,000.t0 90,000 of these un-
fortunaie creatures were: streiched upon a bed of suf-
fering during some pprmd of their j Journey. This simple
statement may. give ‘'some idea of . the extent to which
disease existed among them, and the fearful moxtahty
whwh thinned their ranks.

“The Hon: Mr Ferrie; in the pamplilet before us, calls
the attention ol the nobleman at the head of colonial
affairs to the circumstances in question and their causes,
briefly alluding to the injurious consequences’ entailed
upon the Province, Pelfeuly familiar from his long
connection with' the emigrant dep'\rtmenlof this Pro-
vince; of ichich he has been fir many years chairman,
' rtamiv one of 'its m&st active, zea]ous, ‘and inde-

although mwhl have made out a stronger case, were
feh needéd, The attenition of the Tmpéarial and Pro-

' vmcml Gov nments, arg now earnesﬂy directed to the

" qucstion, and. it is not too much to hope that ‘measures

- awill.be'speedily ‘adopted (o secureia more healthy ‘immi-
gration for the future,

fafigable 'members, the ‘author” treats. his subjeci waell,}

Reports . on. the Solution of Chloride of . ch, (Sit
William Buraew’s Disinfecting. Fluid,) as an .ﬁgent
for the Destruction of Deleterious Gases,or the E
vie arising from the decomposition of Animal and
Vegetable Substances, for Purifying the Wards of
Hospttals or Stck Chambers, and for- Preserving
Anatomical Preparations. London ; Printed for Her
- Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1847.

In 1838, Sir William Burnett, M.D., first had -the
chloride of zine extensively used for the preaer\'atxon
of canvass, cordage, and timber ; 3 dlld afterwards’ con«
ceived the idea that it might have the effect of prevent-
ing or checking decompmxtlon in other bodies, aid
the results allS\\’elCLi his expectations. The publlcn.
tion before us states :—

¢ It is not intended to claim for the solution uny dlrcct in<
fluence over the ore subtle elements of which the conlagnon of
febrile and exanthematous diseases is supposed to eonsist, although
it yet remains to be proved whether it has or has not some con;.
trolling power over these; were presumptive proof adihissible;
evidence is not w anting to warrant the conclugion, that it has at
leust a modifying influcnce. ¢ *# * It is, moreovor, a- con
sideration of no minor importance to know that the {luid being
innocuous in itsell, no evil vonsequences nved be uppnhendcd
from its mnost abundant usc—a quality not possessed by several
other substances and fluds employed for dlsmfcutm'f or pur.fymg
purposcs:. P—Puage 5.

“Then follow a number of le~umlmlals from sar:
geons, captains of ships, ship-wrights, and others,
cutlf:ym" to the fact, that the solution of the chloride
of zine destroys the disagrecable odour of hxltre—\\ ater,
and of the holds ufslnps. In the second pdrl of the
publication we liave remarks on the uses of the fliiid
for anatomical purposes, and for preserving (ﬂ)JCClS of
natural history ; it prevents, for a considerable time,
decomposmon ; it arrests it when dlrc‘zdv begun, and
it destroys any disagreeable odour arising from this
incipient ducomposmon ; the scalpel of the dissector is
not blunted in consequence of its having ‘beeu used

cither by injection or spolwm"; all these are greut
advantages, and are ‘stated to result from using the
fluid by Professor Sharply, Mr. Bowwan, Mr. Potti.
grew, and My, Partridge, anatomical teachers in Lon-
don, and bn Jumes '\Iurray, lhe, Duhlm Inspec.or 0!
anatomy.

In the third part, arc remarks on the action of the
flnid on the offensive effluvia in hOsptt.tl wards, sick
chambers, &c.. -After noticing various. objecllons to
the use of, chlorine.gas, chlorlde of hme, and vmegal‘.
it is observed that:— . . . -

¢ Considering the dcmed poisonous natureuf scvcmlsubst'mces
with metallic bases, the introduction of seccret chemical com-
pounds for purifying the wards of. hospuals and the dwellings of,
the poor, cannol be too strungly repudiated, at lcast by, medlcaf
men,; yet a preparation of lead, onc of the most obnoxious of “the
mctu!ﬂ. as regards -health; with .which:wo are. ‘acquaintedy but -
which possesses considerable - destructive . power,. over : certajw
mephitic gases, has becn prepared for rrencra use 88 a dmlnfch
ant, Whatever its properiics may be in this respect' and it g8,
sumed they ar nqt great, there are few people 'acquaintad w h_‘
the dunger of sleeping while in sonnd health in & neiwly’ painted:
roont; that would consider the-diffusion of-the vaponr of = solution
of oug ol the salts of that aetal in the wardg of an; hubplml W
thing bt a very danzcmus and wiw arr.«nlable proco( are.

s« A the vapair of the preparations of ‘mercury when dffiscd

in the atmosphere, will speedily produce the specific effects of
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that mineral on those exposed to them ; soatis submitted under
every precaution will those of lead produce its specific cffects,
anmely, obstinate colic, ‘paralysis, and permanent’ decripitude.
The danger attending the application of the solutions of 'lead,
metcury; and arsenic, to even superficial sores, is weil known to
every medical man ;. in an_equal degree should the, community
b advised of the danger of these poisons when applied directly
t6'the body, d.fferent i the foui’ atmosphere of an- ill-ventilited
house, in the wards of a crowded hospital, or between the densely-
pﬁ?])‘lcdjdepyks of a ship”*—Puge 17.

We do not entirely coincide with the author of the
report in the sweeping censure cast upon preparations
of lead, especially of the soluble ones conveyed in this
extract. _ While fully prepared to admit the deleterious
agency exerted by the carhonate under the circumstan-
ces in question, we are not quite prepared to adapt the
sweeping c¢onclusion which the anthor arrivesat. We
admit that analogy furnishes a very strong argument in
his favour ; but the proofis but presumptive in favour of
analogous results flowing from the use of the soluble
salts. of lead, and we appreliend that the profession
generally would desire a direct proof before acqui-
escence .in this verdict. Experiments on this subject
are still o desideratum. -

+ We'have opinions regarding its efficacy in destroy-
ing the disagreeable and unhealthy odours of hospitals,
from a number of medical men, and among others,
from Sir John Richardson, M.D., (the Arctic traveller,
and an Inspector of Naval Hospitals and Fleets, and
who, by the way, will likely be in Montreal this' month,
on his overland journey in search of Sir John Franklin.)

In one hospital in Ireland, it is mentioned, by De.
Lindsay, that tié mortality became less after they be-
gan to use the chloride of zinc solution, and the same
is also stated with regard to another hospital by Dr,
Cronin.—( Page 21.) ‘ -

.We have received a specimen of Sir Wm. Burnett’s
fluid " from Dr. Stratton, Royal Navy, (3, Ostell’s
buildings, Craig Street,) who will he happy to give
some to any medical gentleman or others interested in
the subject.” ‘We hope that Dr. Stratton will soon
piiblish the resuits of his own extensive and varied trials
of, and experiments wit, the floid.

The Journal of Education for Up}ier Canada.. Vol. 1.
No. 1. January, 1848. Pp. 32.

" For'the purpose of disseminating information rela-
tive to'the important object of education, this monthly
jotirnal has been -established. Its chief editor is Dr.
Ryerson, the Superintendent in Canada West. The
joutnal is a- neatly printed octavo, and ‘contains a'va-
riety of valuable information on the subject in question,

.o

addressed iii'an especial manner to the Upper Cana-
didn’ population, but not the less useful and important

the . important _department of education”in the sister
Proyince, Dr. Ryerson moves in a sphere for which his
talents eminently adapt him, and which will be reflected
in;this publication, - The. attempt to diffuse’ informa-
tion'in thie way specified ig' praiséworthy, and we hope
that an undertaking wliich’ promisés to prove of such
arégt utiltg, ill o adequately sustained, for tho sub-

I

oiit of that section ‘of the Proyince.’ In superintending

jectappeals directly to the best feelings of every parent
and philanthropist in the Province. .

v

Agricultural Jowanal, and Transactions of the Lower
Canada Agricultural Society. Vol. 1. . Nos. 1 and
2. : Montreal, 1848. : e
The two first numbers of this periodical have come

to hand. It is published under the direction of the

Lower Canada. Agricultural Society, is to be jssued

monthly, each number containing .32 large, .octavo

pages, filled with matter of a practical nature, and. is
emincntly well calculated to promote the interests of the
agricultural population of the. Province. It is under
able management, the editorials and selected matter
hoth evineing a discriminating and sound judgment.

Although the editor’s name does not appear, we have

no difficuity in detecting the style of our old friend Mr.

Evans, whose writings on this snbject have.acquired

for him an envied reputation. Judging from the ap-~

pearance presented by the two numbers hefore us, we-
have no hesitation in predicting for the journal.a long

and prosperous cureer of useflulness. e

(£

~ PRACTIGE OF MEDICINE AND PATHOLOGY.

.
T-

Onr Nevralyin treated Endermically by Morphia, by Dr. G
TERE.~In a paper read before the Medical Society of Naifiis,
Dr. Gattere reports four cases of neuralgia, cured by the applica-
tion of the acetate, or the mariate, or the sulphate of . morphia, (o

listered surfaces. The first was a case of neuralgic pains of
the breast, the mamn, and over the shoulder.blade, in a female
of 62, Ieft, as often happens, after an attack .of shingles. Three
blistered surfaces. were produced, and about onethird of a grain
of the acetate of morphia was added to the application used at
cach dressing. The cure was rapid, though many meaus of, treaf.
ment had been before resorted to in vain, T'he second case is
that of a female tormented with a very painful hemicranium.
Three blistered surfaces were made on the forehead and temples,
which were dressed cight times with muriate of ‘morphia, the
whole quantity used being between three und four grams of the
salt. On the first dressing, the pain was at once relieved, return-
ing again to be removed at the next dressing, and ‘s finally was
subdued. ‘T'he only inconvenience was a momentary acute pain
at each new application. Tie third case was that of a female,
aged 50, suffering under a scialica, against which, for a month,
many common remedies had been employed.  Blistered surfuces
were made in the coursc of ‘the pain, and dressed - twice a day
with about a sixth purt of a grain of sulphate of morphia. Relief
was oblained from. the first, but was temporary, 2s the pajn re-
turned at the cnd of threc hours, though less'scvere.” The quan..
tity of the sulphate was by degrees -increased to two.thirds of .
grain at each dressing, and the blistered surfuces were successively
made downwards frous -the upper part.of. the thigh to the heel, -
where the pain at last had its principal seat. The treatment alto-
gether extended 1o a month 5 at the end of which time the cure
was compleie, The application of the harcotic caused acute pain .
for ten or fifteen minates, after which tiie neuralgic pain sibsided.
The fourth case was onc of ‘dental.and facial neuralgia, which
yielded to a like treatment.—Braithwaite’s Retrospect. . .

ce g

Connection of fheumatism with Chorea.—Mr. Peacock, of -
Darlington, records three cases of this complication, under the
impression that he is advarcing a nove! observation. -Without
referring to the oft repeated conncction of chorea Wwith pericardi-
tis, and of this latter discase again with rheumati:zm; which to -
our minds is much the same thing as noticing the'immediate con-
nection of chorea and rheumatism, we may remind him that the
direct relationship -of the two' diseases has within the last few
months been insisted upon by  Dr. Begbie, (Munthly Journal,
April, 1847.) - Mr. Peacock’s cagesare aa follows t—r- - 717




L,

304

Periscope.—~Singular Cuse of Cutaneous Disease,

oo

The first case I have to mention is that of a girl, aged 12.}joints were perfectly restored, and the patient gained twenty

When called in, the symptoms were simply those of tebrile ex-
citement, for which saline purgatives were given two days suc-
cessively.  On the third day there was decided chorea, with slight
fever. I gave her a mixture, with Fowler's arsenical solution and
‘Tinctura Opii, (three drops of the first and five of the latter for a
dose,) every six hours. This she took regularly for two days;
on the third day the chorea subsided, and weil.marked rheumatic
symptoms, swelling and pain of the joints, and increase of tever,
came ont. She had then Dover’s powder in sudorific doses every
four hours, with occasional purges. Ina week from that time
the pain had nearty left her, and she soon recovered without any
relapse. .

Cuse 2.—A girl, about nine years of age. On March, 7th,
1840, feverish symptoms, for which calomel purges and saline
mixture, with Vin. Antim., were given. 8th ditto, 9th, every
symptom of acute rheumatism. Dover’s powder, with a mixture
containing Vin. Colchici, to the 26th, when the rheumatism
subsided, and chorea immediatly supervened. For this, pills,
with bismuth and an arsenical mixture, to the 8th of April, when
the chorea began to abate. Quinine was then given to April 1dth,
when, the chorea having disappeared, the rheumatism in a suba-
cute form again came on; the joints swollen and very painful,
but not much fever. The quinine was continued, and Dover’s
powder, twice or three times a day, added to the treatment. This
was pursued without change to May 13th, when palpitation of
the heart, soon followed by cedema of the extremities, be-
came the prominent symptom, for which diuretics in various
forms were given, but without effect, and the case was eventual-
ly removed from under my observation apparently in a hopeless
condition. ]

Case 3~-1 did not see this at the commencement : the subject
was a farmer’s boy, aged 14, From the account which his
friends gave, it appeats he had had acute vheumatism sbout two
months before; it had now passed into the chironic form ; there
was no fever, but great pain in the joiats, especially the ankles
which were not swollen; general debility, want of sleep, &c.,
A mixture with hydriodate of potash, and ten grains of Dovers’
powder at bed-time, gave immediate reliel, and was continued for
some weeks, when a very urgent message came for me Lo visit
him ; he was some miles distant, and 1 was unable to attend im.
mediately, On my arrival I found the boy’s friends and neigh-
bours in great alarm, and perplexity about him, he having been,
as they said, quite suddenly attacked in a moststrange way, and,
as it appeared to them, he was “ going out of his head ” On en.
tering the house 1 found him in the most complete state of cho.
vea I ever saw, both sides heing apparently equally affected ; he
had an anxious and frightened expression, and gave short and
confused answers. 'Lhis, with the strange antics which the dis-
ease occasioned, had, no doubt, impressed the pood people with
the idea that he was deranged, I ordered him a pretty strong
arsenical mixture every six bours, with a d.se of calomel and
opium at bed-time. On the tollowing day [ was glad to find the
violence of the choreca had almost immediately subsided after
the beginning with the medicine. The disease, however, con-
tinued obstinate, and had to be treated with arsenic and sone.
times quinine for upwards of two mouths.— Medical T¥mes, Nov.
27, 1847.

Cold Applications, with Opium and Quinine, in Acute Rheu-
matism.—In a case of acute rheumatism, complicated with nodes
on the shins, and syphilis, an ineffectual attempt to obtain the
specitic effects of mercary had been made in the commence-
ment of the case. When in health the patient weighed 220
pounds. He had been confined to bed four months, and when
admitted was unable to bend the knee, wrist, elbow, or finger.
joints, without great pain, Cold water dressings were kept con-
stantly applied to the painful joints, half diet was allow:d, and
he took at bed-time, every night, two pills, composed of four
grains of opium, and four grains of sulphate of quinine. On the
tenth day of treatment he left his bed. His weight was 136
pounds. ~ At the expiration of twenty days the pain had disap-
peared : the quinine and opium were discontinued. 'Fhere still
remained thickening and stiffness about the joints. For this con-
dition phosphoric acid in syrup of Prunus Virginiana was pre-
seribed, as follows: —R. Sol. Acid. Phosphorici, dv. ij.; Syrup.
Pruni Virg,, q s. ut. tt. oz, viij. M. Capt.oz.ss. in Aq. Font, oz,
iv., quarta quag. hora.  Under this treatment the functions of the

:poands in weight in thirty days, and the nodes disappeared.

| While taking the quinine and opium, the bowels, which- had
tieen previously constipated, were regularly removed once in
twenty-four hours; but under the use of phosphoric ac'd, it was
found necessary to occasionally prescribe castor oil and an ano-
dyne at night.

Dr. Ruschenberger, of the U. S. Navy, who reports the c:se,
has been in the habit of treating acute rheumatism, upwards of
two yeurs, by cold applications to the hotand swollen joints, and
‘administering at night from three to six grains of opium, with an
| equal quantity of sulphate of quinine, regulating the quantity by
the condition of the pupil alone. With a dilated pupil, he found
patients to bear the largest dose without inconvenience, and he
has not yet met a single case in which pain was not completely
removed in from twenty-four to thisity six bours, provided the
attack were recent, or not more than a week’s duration,. Large
doses of opium, especially in combination with sulphate or qui~
nine, do not tend to consiipate, but rather to relax the howels.
After the pain is removed by the opium, he then resorts to the use
of the iodide of potassium, in medinm doses, say from five, in.
creased gradually to ten grains, three or four times daily.

Passed Assistant.Surgeon S. Holmes, who witnessed the result
iof this practice in his hands, has made trial of it on the coast of
{ Africa, and with entive satisfaction.—Amer Jour. Med. Seience.
{
( Remedies for Incontinence of Urine—L. Benzoic acid has
i been employed with success against this complaint ; it is given
lin doses of twelve graips daily, balf in the morning and half in
Ithe evening, and this dose may even be doubled. M. de Fraene,
lot Brussels, records a successful case ina girl between 13 and 14
I years of age, who was attacked with nocturnal incontinence,

after recovering from a sccond attack of acute rheurnatism.. The
1complaint was neglected for several monthxs there was no pain
lin that part, the appetite was good, and the bowels regular, but
the face was pale. Various remedies were employed without
success, after which, two drachms of benzoic acid weré_rade
into forty pills, four of which were taken night and miorning, and
the complaint was completely cured. Co o

2. A woman, aged about forty years, was received into the
Hote!-Dien, under M. Guerard, to be treated for incontineneé of
urine and pulmonary emphysema. The first infirmity appedred
to depend upon a phlogosis of the neck of the bladder. 'The urine
passed involuntarily both night and day. Theasthma was treated
with acetate of ammouia. The emphysema was much ameliora-
ted, the respiration became more easy, and the asthmatic at.
tacksafter a few days ceased. The invontinence of arine, how-
ever, continued, for which enemata were ordered, containing
four grains of camphor dissolved in yolk of egg, and mixzedin a
litile water, so that it might be retained in the rectum.” “This
treatment alone sufficed to remove the incontinencé lof 'some
time. In a few weeks, however, it returned, and was once thore
moved in the same manner. At present the enemata are coli-
tinued as a prophylactic, the cure seems (o be permanent,—vMed.
and Surg. Jowrnal.

Rapid Mode of Producing Vesication.— Apply six dropis of a
mixture of one drachm of lig. ammonie fortissimus, and two
drachms of olive oil, to the woollen side of Markwick’s sposigio-
piline, and press this gently against the skin. In the courseof ten
minutes a perfect blistey is formed.—Pharm. Journ., Febw, 1847,

IR

Singular Case of Cutaneous Disease.~—By Jous.Bagcray,
M.D., Leicester.—Sarah Anne Moss, aged two years and
three months, a very intelligent child, of poor parents, was
first brought to me on the 27th of last September, in a state
of extreme emaciation, suffering from profluse diarthea, the
stools occasionally containing blood and pus, with eczema,
and to a distressing extent. I prescribed warm baths; the
Decoctum Cetiariz, od {ibitum ; small doses of Hydiarg.
cum Creta, and Pulv, Cretz Comp., night and ineining;
with a diet of strong animal broths and jellies. " ' :

On the 5th of October, the eczema was much less intense,
the diarthea continuing. I now prescribed quinine and sul~
phutic acid, with tincture of kino, and a drop of taudanum

. w )
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three times a day ; and sinapisms to the atdomen, with the!

same diet, &c. .

Oa the 8th, the child was decidedly better, and had become
socross as hardly to suffer me to enter the house. The stools
were much more natural, and fewer in number ; while the
eczema ani had quite disappeared. . ‘

On the 14th and 17th, | found her steadily improving,
with a good appetite, and healthy evacuations.

On the 19th, she appeared to droop a little,
doing well till
1ents. .
On the 20:h, I found her worse, and was informed that on
the afternoon of the previous day, a small red spot, ahont the
size of a.sixpence, had appeared under her chin, and had

rapidly spread until it assumed the formidable appearance it
now presented. There was no swelling nor harducss, the
1edness being well defined, and terminating abraptly in the
healthy skin. It was quite continuous, and extended cver
the fore part of the neck, the chin, and the lower part of
both cheeks. The cuticle was entirely separated from the
cutis, and the serwn distended it at the dependent poitions,
When'the cuticle was removed there was a copious clear
discharge from a red and angry surface. It looked precisely
as if a kettle of boiling water had been poured over it, or a
large blister had been applied to the part. The child lay on
her back, dreading mation, with the extremities cold, and
“would take nothing but milk, which I allowed plentifully,
and directed finely-powdered starch to be dusted on the

having been
then, contrary to the expectations of her pa-

eck. - )

On the 21st, I found matters worse, the disease spreading
over the neck, and continuing to present the same appear-,
ances. There was a red spot on the nose, and also on one
of her fingers ; the slools had again become unnatural and
slitny. I directed a Jittle port wine to be given, and as much
milk as she chose to drink. o

"On the ¥2nd, it had spread all over the upper pait of the
back, and over the left scapula, where there were a few
biackish spots like gangrene, and the stench was very un-
pleasant.. The redness appeared to extend ‘in the first in-
stance, serum being then uniformly and rapidiy eflused nnder
the cuticle. . There was no heat ner swelling of the af-
tected parts ; the bowels were more natarai. ‘

She continued peifectly conscicus to the last,and her death,

. on the 23rd, was hailed by her parents as a deliverance from
suffering. ‘The emaciation was extreme, and the body looked
exactly as if the child had been dipped in scalding water,
the culicle being enlirely separated from the nape of the
neck fo the nates. The appearances and smell which I had
thought to indicate gangrenc, were, contrary to my expecta-
tions, gone. ., ‘ ‘

I felt extremely at a loss what diagnosis to make of this.
disease. ‘To erysipelas it bore no resemblance, particularly
in that the entire part affected continued ‘discharging serum
to the last. And I may add, that two practitioners, of ex-
tensive, experience, to whom 1 showed the case, were
equally unable to assist me in forming ai_opinion.—Frov.
Med. Gazelte. ' .

T e

SURGERY.

[

. Ricord’s Operation’ for Phimosis—Ilis method is as fol-
lows':—The penis is allowed to remain in its natural posi-
tion, and_ne traction is used : a circular mark is made with
ink upon the: prepuce, about two lines anterior to the base
of the glans, and. parallel to the corona: a long and strong
needle, its point covered with a wax head, is then “intro-
duced between the glans and. prepuce, and made to pierce
the whole thickness of the latier, on the mesial line, and a
little in front of the circular mark. The mucous membrane
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and skin of the prepuce ave thus fixed, and the needle is
allowed to remain. Behind ity and in a’longitudinal direc~ "
tion, a fensstrated forceps, with notched edges, is then fizmiy .
applied. The fenestrie of the instrument coirespond to . the ..
circular mark and the glans ; at this stage of the operation .
the latter is to be pushed backwards. The nextstep is to
pass sutures, five or six in number, through the fenestra;
aud when all the threads are applied, the prepuce is shaved:
off with a histoury-made to glide- between the needle and -
forceps. The latteris then withdrawn carefully, so as not .
to di-turb the ligatures. The assistant should be desired to
press the forceps very tightly when the prepuce is being
shaved off ; if this be neglected, the prepuce will yield,.and;
{he sutures-will be cut.  VWhen the forceps is removed, the ,
arteries which are noticed to bleed, should be tied or.suf .
jected to torsion ; the threads which pass aliove .and below..
ihe glans are then divided in their centre, and the fespective. .
ends of esch half resuiting from this section are tied, fo.
biing the murous membrane in contact with the-skin,~ Of.
course titere will be twice as ‘many suiures as there were
threads passed. ) . LT
Treaiment.—\Ve should, after this operation, enforce rest,”
low diet, aspersions of cold water, and camphorated pills;
union by first intention rarely tzkes place completely.  The
submucous celinlar tissae will generally be found infiftrated
with serosity on the next day, but it is gradually rezabsoibed. .
The sutures onght to be removed on the fourth day ; they ..
might, if left fonger, lacerate the tissues. The parts are
usuaily healed up by thie tenthor fifteenth day, excepting.
in those cases where the union by first intention takes place -
as early as the fourth or fifth.—Lancet, Nov. 27, 1847. " ** '

A

New Melhod of Reducing Hernia of Iris.—This con
simply in eanterizing a spot, at a distance from the hernia, ..
with nitrate of silver; it is based on:the following data:—..
1. Hernia of the iris through the cornea does not become itis-..
organized for some days. 2. The protiuded iris, irritated by -
the contact of the tears or the air, or by the friction of the’
superiov eyelid, or even the edgesof the ulcerated.cornea’iu,
which it is imprisoned, has a tendency toswell, and the trvi- .
tation and swelling prevent mortification.and arrest cicatri-
zation. ‘The progressive engagements of the iris is proved
hy observation ; if a recent hernia be.touched with awini-.,
tating body, it instantly-acquires three fimes its original
size 3 and if we watch the progress of cicatrization in the.
ulcer of the cornea, the hernia being unreduced, the'-pupil -
is found to diminish by degrees, and even to disappear. Ad-.
hesions are cstablished hetiween the iris and the cornea be- .
fore the iris is disorganized ; for a few days these are vaiy .-
weak and may be destrayced at once by augmenting the vas::
cular action of the parts-which furnish them, or by a;new
inflammation developing itself in. another part of the eye.-
4. The materials of adhesion are.in the first instance.furnish--
ed by the cornea; the cornea isin a morbid:state at the point,
at which the healthy iris protrudes. . 5. These materials are.
derived from ihe divided vessels of the ulcer, the -origin oc.
base of these vessels being at the circumference of- the corr;
nea. .6. By irrilating the patt.in:which the’base of these.
vessels ramify, the secretion at the edges of the ulceration is,
augmenled ; in this way a fluid secretion’ may be induced,
around the hernia, which will destroy the imperfect adhe-
sions, and give freedom fo the iris in the uleer, which latter
is angmented in’ size by-the secretien.. 7. By putling ‘the-
iris ntider the influence of belladonna before preducing such.
an irritation mechanically, we obtain-a power, placed hehind-
the cornea, acling from-before in:a direction backwards, and’
capable of reducing the hernia.. * 0 o0ty

After this beautifal chain of pathological reasoning

‘ 3 Dés-
marres slates :—A portion of the iris having projected

through an ulcer of the cornea, and instillations of belladon-
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na having been used for some days without any beneficial re-
result, it may be inferred that the pupil has been rendered as
large as possible by this agent, the operator proceeds thus :

The upper eyelid being held by an assistant, and the lower
eyelid depressed with the index finger of the left hand, he
applies with the right hand the point of a pencil of nitrate
of silver to the conjunctiva of the bulb, close to the cornea,
and caunterizes it in three or four points as energetically as
possible, without penetrating the mucous membrane toodeeply.
A very active irritation of the vessels which feed the ul-
ceration of the cornea is thus provoked, and the secretion
necessary to set the iris free is the result. Sometimes, in-
stead of points, a line of cauterization is made in the neigh-
bourhood of the hernia, acd in some instances, where the
first cauterization has failed, after an interval of two or three
days, a second, third, or fourth even, on the cornea, but
taking the greatest care that the caustic does not extend to
the iris, otherwise the hernia would at once be increased. In
a rare instance success was not obtained until after the 8th
application ; but the reduction is generally effected after the
first, second, or third. Desmarres bas succeeded in so many
instances by this method, that he has ceased to count the ope-
rations.— Mr. Ancell’s Report on Ophthalmic Surgery, Half-
Yearly Abstract, Vol. VL.

Treatment of Ununited Fractures —Mr. Rynd, after al-
luding to the practices invariably adopted in the above cases,
such as friction of the ununited fragments, cutting down and
romoving the extremities of the bones, and passing a seton
hetween them, as recommended by Dr. Physick, of New-
York, suggests a modification of the latter, as exbibited in
the following cases :—

1. Eliza Kavanagh, had facture of hoth bones of the leg
five inches above the ankle joint. Splints applied, but bony
union not obtained. After eleven weeks, Mr. Rynd intro-
duced a seton in the following manner :—A curved needle
was passed into the inside of the leg opposite the fracture,
throggh the integuments, so deeply as nearly to tonch the
posterior internal edge of the tibia; it was then directed in
a semicircular course anteriorly, over and close {o the per-
manent extremities of the fractured bones, and was brought
out on the outside of the limb, so that the fracture lay be-
tween the parts of its entrance and exit ; it did not touch or
pass between the fractured extremities. Perfect rest was
enjoined, and on the 2Ist day union was established.

9. John Reilly, aged 30, had ununited fracture of the left
humerus, immediately ahove the condyles ; fragments move-
ahle, and produce pain by pressure on the brachial nerves,
when the cervix is raised. On the 10th a seton was intro-
duced with the same precaution as in the former case. The
arm was released from the splints somewhat too soon, but
the union was ultimately perfect.

3. William Archer, aged 13, had oblique fracture of the
femur fifteen mouths since ; motion perfect between the
fragments, but no grating, shewing that there is ligamentous
union. The boy is of a scrofulous habit, On the 14th, a
seton was introduced posteriorly to the bones, and brought
out in front. Dessault’s apparatus was applied, and perfect
rest enjoined. The seton was removed on the 28th, Ina
wmonth’s time the fractured portion appeared to be firm, and in
another week the boy walked without a crutch.— Dublin
Quarterly Journal, 1847,

New Method of Applying Ligalures to Tumours.—Pio-
fessor Ferguson and Mr. Walne have both described this
method. [t consists in passing a double ligature through the
base of the tumour and then dividing it ; a needle with the
eye 1o the point is then threaded with one tail of the ligature,
snd passed also through the base of the tumour at right
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angles to the double thread ; this tail is withdrawn from the
needle, and the eye threaded with the other fail of the double
ligature ; the needle is then drawn backwards, bringing with
it the second ligature, which then passes at right angles to
the original double ligature, and through the same channel
as the first tail.  The end of the ligatures having been left
long enough for tying, there are now two ligatures, forming
two figures of 8, each embracing two opposite segments of
the tumour, and the surgeon has only to tie the ends of each
ligature once, in order to command the base of the tumour.
— Medical Gazelle.
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MIDWIFERY.

Lesions of the Nervous System, in the Puerperal Slale,
connected with Albuminuria.—Dr. Simpson has related some
cases illustrative of the effects of Bright’s disease, as deno-
ted by the appearance of albumen in the urine under the
action of heat and nitric acid. He draws the following
conclusions :— ’

1. Albuminuiia, when present during the last periods of
pregnacy and labour, denotes a great and marked tendency
to puerperal convulsions.

2. Albuminuria, in the pregnant and puerperal state, some-
times give rise to other and more anomnalous deranzement of
the nervous system, without proceeding to convulsions, and
Dr. Simpson has especially observed states of local paralysis
and neuralgia in the extremities, functional lesions of sight
(amaurosiz, &e.,) and hearing, hemiplegia and paraplegia
more or less fully developed.

3. (Edema of the face and hands, going on occasionally to
general anasarca, is one of the most frequent results of al-
buminuria in the pregnant female. -

4. The presence of this edema, or of any of the Jesions of
the nervous system, with or without the edema, should al-
ways make us suspect albuminuria; and il our suspicions
are verified by the state of the urine, we should diligently
guard, by antiphlogistic means, &c., against the superven-
tion of puerperal convulsions.

5. Albuminuria and its effects are far more common in firat
than in later labours, and these constitute a disease which in
general disappears entirely after delivery ; but Dr, Siinpson
has seen one case commencing with slight blindness, but no
®dema, and ending gradually in hemiplegia, where the palsy -
partially remained after delivery, and after the disappear-
ance of the albuminuria. In another patient amaurosis
came on with delivery, and had been present forsix months
when Dr. Simpson first saw her. There was no edema or
other symptom of albuminuria except the amaurosis ; but, on
testing the urine, it was highly albuminous.

6. Albuminuria, with convalsions, &c., oceurring in any
labour later than the first, generally results from fixed grann=-
{ar disease of the kidney, and does not disappear after de~
ivery.

7. In puerperal convulsions, &c., produced by albuminuria,
the immediate pathological cause of the nervous lesion-is
perhaps some unascettained but poisoned state of the biood.
Is there 2 mobid quantity of urea in the blood ? In several
specimens of the blood of patienis suifering under severe -
puerperal convulsions, ‘furnished by Dr. Simpson to Dr.
Christison and Dr. Dougfas Maclagan, these gentlemen had .
been unable to detect any traces of urea, Is the poisoning
material caseine in morbid quantity or quality? The depen-
dence shown by Gluge and others of albuminuria upon stea- .
rosis of the kidney, makes this connection worthy, perhaps,of
some inquiry.

8. In cases of severe puerperal convulsions, &e., from al.
buminuria, the renal secretion is in general greatly diminish~
ed, and Dr. Simpson has found active diuretics apparently of
great use along with or after venesection, antimony, &c.,
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especially where the case was offering to become prolong-
ed. . . ‘ '

9. Sometimes hemiplegia supervenes duting pregnancy
without albuminuria, but this forin does not seem to inteifere
materially, or very dangerously, either with the pregnancy
or labour—the disease running in its own usual course. In
one case Dr. Simpson has seen the patient gradnally but im-
perfectly recover the use of the palsied arm after delivery.
In another no imprevement occurred.— Lransact. of Edin.
Olbstetric Socicty.

Puerperal Convulsions connected with Inflamination of the
Kidney.—Dr. Simpson has peinted out the connectien of
puerperal convulsions with derangement of the kidney, asa
very striking fact in obstetric pathology. He has seen posi-
morlem appearances of nephyitis in some fatal cases of con-
vulsions. . ‘

Case I.—In this case, the patient, a delicate female, was

exbausted by the pains of labour, and complaining of severe |

headache when the convulsions supervened. Dr. Niven
promptly and easily delivered the child, which was dead, hy
turning. The convulsions gradually subsided,but re-appear-
ed several times. In the intervals she was profoundly coma-
tose ; and, in this state she died ahout forty hours after the
first attack.  Post-Mortem appearances.—When the fateral
ventricle of the right side was opened, fluid blood escaped.
The corpus striatum and outer part of the optic thalamus
were broken up, and mixed-with a large qnantity of coagula-
ted blood, forming a clot of larze size.  The fluid blood was
found in the opposite lateral ventiicle, and also in the third
and fourth ventricles. The right kidney was converted into
numerous cysts, of about the size of a walnut, containing
nnhealthy pus, which passed along the ureter and filled the
hladder. The left kidney exhibited an advanced stage of
Bright’s disease, ' . :
Case IL.—Dr. Simpson lately saw, with Dr. Carmichel,
a lady, who had so peifectly recoyired after a labour which
was quite natural, as to have been oat at church, &c. Seven
weeks, however, afier delivery, after some sudden anama-
. lous affections of sight and hearing for thirty or forly hours
previously, she was seized with the most severe couvulsions.
Despite fiec evacutions, &ec., they. continued to recur from
time to time, and proved fatal in threc hours; the patient
during that time never being perfectly sensible. The pelvis
of each kidney was filied with a whitish puralent-like mat-
ter, and its mncous lining membrane coated with large
patches of adherent coagulable lymph, or false memhrane.
‘The ventricles of thie brain were distended with serous fluid.
‘The urine, when tested, presented no sign of alhumen.
Cask IIL—1In a third case, one fit of convulsions came on
a month before delivery, and recorred again in a severe and
fatal form fourteen days after continement. Duaring thie inter-
vening six weeks the patient was free from any symptoms,
and the labour was natural. The last attack came on sud-
denly in the evening, about nine o’clock : the couvulsions
were again and again repeated, and she died comatose in
cight hours. Dr. Maclagan, Dr. Ilandygside, and Dr. Simp-
son, examined the urine duving this last atfack, but found in
it no traces_of albumen. QOn inspecting the body, some
whitish turbid- fluid was found in the renal pelvis, and could
he pressed out abundantly fram the renal papille. Itlooked
like pus.’ -On microscopic examination, it' seemed to’ con-
tain‘merely a very large quantity of epithelial cells,and no
pus-¢lobules, Was this inflammatory ? - There was no effused
filiine or.coagulable lymph.— Prov BMed. and Surg. Journal.

S

.On Relroflezion of the Uterus. From a paperread before
the Medical Society of King®s College, London, November
18, 1847, By Freoratck Jony Hessiey, M.G., Lond.,
Viee-President of the Sogiety,—The diseases of the uterns

{have been hitherto much neglected by the profession, and are
{in general but little studied by the student of medicine: il
| this country, and cansequently, the professionyas a body, are
to a great extent ignorant of their diagnosis and treatment:;
yet, without a knowledge of uterine disease, both functional’
and oreanic, it is impossible satisfactorily to treat the nume-
irous disorders to which the female sex is liable. = =~
! Till within the last few years very litile was known of the
" displacement of the womb, denominated refroflezion. We
{ find in authors verv vague notices of it, as a pure and infer-
‘esting affection. Dr. Denman is the first author who speaks,
cof it in his treatise en Midwifery and Diseases. of Women.
imore partienlaily describing retroversion of the uterus,as it
roccurs in the pregnant state, which is a perfectly distinet
;affection trom that under consideration. He says, ¢ The retro-
i version of the ulerus has generally occurred about the third
mouth of pregnancy, and sometimes after delivery ; it may
likewise happen when the uterus is from any cause enlarged
to the size it acquires about the third month of pregnancy,
but not with such facility as in the pregnant state, because
the enlarzement is then chiefly at the fundus.  1f the uterus.
is but little enlarged, or if it is enlarged beyond a certain
size, it cannot well be retroverted ; for in the first "case,
should the cause of a retroversion exist, the weight at the
fundus would be wanting to produce it, and in the latter the
uterus wonld be raised above the projection of the sacrum,
suppotted by the same. Another complaint similar ‘to that -
which we have been describing, and which has been calied
a retroflexion, has occurred in practice. By this term js
implied sucl aa alteration in the position of the parts of the
uterus, that the fundus is turned downwards and backwatds
between the rectum and vagina, whilst the os uteri remains
in its nataral situation, an alteration which can only be pro-.
duced by the curvature or bending of the uterus in the mid-
die, and in one particular state—i. e., before it is properly
contracted after delivery. A retention of nrine existing’ at
the time of delivery, and continuing unrelieved afterwards,
was the cause of the retroflexion in the single ‘case of that
kind of which T have been informed by Dr. Thomas Cooper,:
and symploms were like those occasiened by the retroversion. ’
When the urine was drawn off by the catheter, which was
introduced withent difficulty, the fundus of ine uterus was
easily replaced by raising it above the projection ‘of the
sacrum, in the mzuner advised in the relroversion, and it
.oceasioned no furiber trouble.”? N
The following historical notice was publiched by Madame _
Buivin, in her ¢ Traité Pratique des Maladies de 1’Uterus et
de ses Annexes.” % Dr. Denman’s case was nearly forgot--
ten, when an ohservation, forwarded by Madame Boivin to-
M. Ameline, and published by that gentleman in his thesis -
on ¢ Anterversion,’ fixed the attention of practitioners of
midwifery ; since that time incurvations of the unimpregnated
uterus have been often recognised, and rationally treated.
We here purposely make use of the epithet unimpregnated,
to distinguish deflléxions of the nterus in that state from an °
rinclination of the same organ during advanced pregnancy,
twhich was known before. Baudelocque had correctly ob-’
served, that in certain obliguities of the uterus, the neck de-
viated from the natural axis of ‘the entire organ, in'the same’
direction as the fundus. The same fact has heen observed
by Madame Lachapelle, Velpeau, and others.?? ** =+ =
Dr. Morean, of Paris, is the only observer who notices the-
fact.of retrofiexion oceurring more frequently in the unim-
pregnated state, than during pregnaney. - Prof. Tiedemann,
of Hiedelherg, published, in 1840, some researches on what
he designated the congenifal obligquily of 'the uterus, an,
obliquity depending on an inequality of the broad ligaments by
which ite fandus is bound down to one side of the pelvis,
Seeing this displacement was but little known, we shall
!not wonder when we find the records of its detection after-
"death to he few. ‘
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«2. In almost all instances of digeases of the uterus, it is

Fetug, in partu,” says, * In a hody which I opened some! only by the physical examination of the organ itself, that we
time ago, in the presence of the first medical men of this!can distinguish the precise nature of the existing affection,

place, I found a virgin uterus, the fundus of which, az a con-
genital formation, was completely bent backwards, and which

\
|

and fix its character, extent, &c. .
¢ 3, The physical examination as formerly practised sel~

if it had even been impregnated, would, on account of its’ dom enables us to ascertain accurately the organic condition

faulty structure, have probably been unequally distended, and
have become oblique.” Dr. Rigby observes, in reference to
this quotation, ¢ The fact is interesting, but the inference
about the obliquity of the uterus is wrong, the old theory on
this suhject, promulgated by Deventer at the beginning of
the last century, having been long since proved to be incor-
rect.”?

Jahn, a German physician, in examining the body of a girl
aged 14, in whom the hymen was uninjured, found the ute-
rus bent to the right side, in the shape of a retort; the cer-

vix uteri, which rose straight from the vagina, took a sharp:

turn to the right, so that the obliquely-formed fundus lay in the
upper and right pait of the pelvic cavity ; at the point where
the curvature took place, the os utert internum, viz., the up-
per part of the canal of the cervix uteri, was so contracted
that it would not even admit the finest probe. The os uteri
externum was of the natural shape, and formed a tranverse
fissure.

Schreger gives the case of a young womeu, aged 20, who
died of consumptien, and in whom the uterus was found re-
tioflected, the fundus being tnrned back to the hollow of the
sacrum, and to the right. The direction of the urethra was
natural, and the patient had never complained of any diffi-
culty in passing her water ; she bad also menstruated regu-
larly up the to the last stage of her illness.

Dr. Simpsou, of Edinburgh, has for some years been carry-
ing on his researches on this subject.®  In 1844, Dr. Prothe-
roe Smith, first made out the existence of this deplacement
in a patient at the Hospital for Women ; and since that
time, both Dr. Protheroe Smith and Dr. Rigby have met
with numerons cases in practice, and have proved that the
disease is of far more frequent occurrence than is generally
supposed, and much more frequent in the unimpregnated
state, than retroversion in the pregnant.

How is it then, we may inquire, that a disease so frequent
in occurrence, and so important in its consequences, has
been so Jong overlooked and not recognised ? It arises from
the defective means of diagnosis. Fven in 1836, Dr. Davie,
in his elahorate work on « Obstetric Medicine,”” very truly

asks in reference to the dingnosis of deflexion of the ute-
TSt

flexion by the finger furnish sufficient evidence to the practi-
tioner of the continuousness and identity of the tissues form-
ing its twosides 2 1f not, it should of course follow that the
tumnour, supposed to be the fundus of the deflected uterus,
might really prove to be of morhid growth, either from the
hody of that viscus itself, or from any other part or organ in
the neighbourhood. Hence the diagnosis of these deflexions,
when of long standing, and become actually chronic in their
essential character, must always, in the author’s apprehen-
sion, present a subject of considerable doubt and difficulty.”
Dr, Davis having no other means of diagnosis, itis no won-
der that he should arrive at the very errencous conclusion
that retroflexion of the uterus was a very rare occurrence.
Dr. Simpson, in introducing his instrument (the uterine
sound,) laid down the four following propesitions, the truth
of which is so obvious, that I deewm it uunnecessary to enter
into further proofs respecting thewm.

« 1. The general and local functional symptoms of dis-
case of the uterus are such as enable us to localize, without

enabling us to specialize, the exact existing affection of the
organ.

* Dr. Rigby has also published some papers on this subject in
the 13th Vol. of the Medical Times.

|

|

of more than the cervix and lower part of the bedy of the
uterus.

¢ 4, It is possible, by the use of a rod or bougie, intro-
duced into the uterine cavity, to ascertain the exact position
and direction of the body and fundus of the organ, to bring
these higher parts of the uterus in most instances within .
the reach of tactile examination, and ascertain various im-
portant circumstances regarding the os, cavity, lining mem-
brane, and wall of the uterus.”

The bougie proposed by Professor Simpson, and called by
him the Uterine Sound, is an instrument provided with a
flat handle, having one surface rougheved,—that correspon-
ding to the concavity of the instrument. lts shaft is about
nine inches long, and terminated by a roundish bulb, about
one-eighth of an inch in diameter ; the shaft is composed of
flexible metal, to enable us to alter its curvatures, it gradual-
ly tapers in its thickest part; it is about one-fifth of an
inch in diameter, corresponding in size {o No. 8 silver
catheter ; in its thinnest about oune-tenth of an inch,
in size, corresponding to No. 3 catheter. This instrument is
graduated and marked at two and a half inches from the
bulb, by a prejection on the convex surface of the curve, to
enable the finger to judge of its having passed to its full ex-
tent. The natural [enath of the cavity of the uterus is two
and a half inches, and it forms a slight curvature forwards
and upwards. The sound is passed with greater ease than
the catheter, and produces less uneasiness than that instry-
ment, certainly much less than the passage of a catheter in
the male subject. The mode of passing it is as follows : —
The patient is placed on the left side, with the knees drawn
up; the forefinger of the left hand is then introduced to find
the os uteri; having done so, the sound is passed, held
lightly between the finger and thumb of the right hand,
along the forefinger, and guided by it, is insinnated into the

"os, and gradually and gently pushed along the cervix into

the cavity of the uterus; in some cases the canal of the
cervix or the os internum is so small as not to allow it ta
pass, it must then be first dila.tcd.

The application of the unterine sound has opened & new era
in the history of the uterine diseases; hy its means, cases

. I'before imacined to he malignant affections of the os and
« Does the supposed pa'pable doubling of the angle of |

cervix uteri have heen proved to be nothing more than
extreme congestion, produced by retroflexion of the fundus,
long standing affectious pronounced by eminent men to be
incurable : tibrous tumours have been demoustrated to be
retroflexions, and removed by restoring the fundus to its
natural situation ; whilst other tumours, of whose connec-
tions it was difficult if not impossible to be ceitain, have
been shown to be ovarian and unconnected with the uterus.
But time will not permit me to enter into the numereus ap+
plications and uses of the uterine sound.

We must now proceed to inguire what are the symptoms
produced by this displacement, and the causes which lead
to it?

In some cases no appreciable symptoms are produced, ex-
cept, perhaps, a greater flow of the menses, and a greater
tendency to abortion in the married female, whilst in others
the symptoms are exceedingly distressing and complicated.
1t is in most cases dificult to trace the first origin of the
affection, but in some instances in which diligent inquiry has
succeeded in doing so, the patient would appear to {ave
been cognizant of some depression or falling dowu of the
body of the womb, sometimes occurring suddenly, in other
instances more gradually progressing, in the former produc~
ing alarming svmpathetic affections, as nausea and vomiting.
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and actual syncope, together with more or less pain referred | uteri in this unnatural position. Nor is this all, by turning
to the groin or sacrum. The retroflexion increasing or be- | the instrament gradually and gently round, so as tobring the
coming permanent, produces some pain and difficulty, or| point upwards and forwards, at the same time assisting the
frequency in micturition, though it never leads mechanically | elevation of the fundus with the forefinger of the left hand,
to retention of urine. The patient complains likewise of a| we shall find that the tumour disappears, it can no longer be
dull, aching, constant painin the sacral region, probably ! felt, the fundus is restored to its natural situation, and re-
arising from the pressure of the fundus on the sacral nerves, | tained there by the sound without it ; the patient will often
since it is often immediately removed cn raising the fundns ;| be immediately relieved from the constant pain and unees’-
the pain often shoots down one of the thighs, there is also a’ ness from which she has previously suffered in the sacral
sense of weight and bearing down towards the rectum, much | region.

increased hy the act of defecation.  Advice not being! In same instances the mere restoration of the fundus to its
sought at this period, or the deplacement being overlooked, | position is sufficiznt; it remains there permanently, even
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other more serious symptoms manifest themselves ; menstrua-
tion becomes highly painful, the discharge is generally in-
creased in quantity, and clots and shreds denoting irritation
are voided—in short, dysmenorrhea is set up.  In the inter-
vals an abundant leucortheeal discharge is usually present.”
‘These symptoms cannot exist without the patient’s general
health suffering more or less ; the stomach, which has an
intimate sympathy with the womb, becomes disordered, the
appetite is capricious and irregular, the tongue loaded, the
howels constipated, the patient’s spirits are depressed and
irritable, and a variety of nervous hysterical aflections are
apt to occur. Such symptoms as these, though they do not
prove the existence of a displacement of the womb, yet
evidently localize the aflection there, and warrant further
examination per vaginam, which alone can enable us to de-
termine with certainty the existence of this displacement,
and to rectily it.

In examining a casc of retroflexion of the uterus during
lite, the finger can frequently reach a finn globular mass,
situatéd behind the cervix uteii, hetween the rectum and
vagina ; this is the fundus uteri, which is bent downwards
and'backwards, the os uteri instead of being forcibly dragged
upwards and forwards behind the symphysis pubis as in Te-
troversion, is little, if at all, removed trom its natural situa-
tion. . At first we may not be able to determine this globular
mass to be connected with the uterus at all ; it may appear|
1o be merely a scybalous collection in the rectum, hence we |

i

should always, if possible, before examining a patient, pre-|

seribe an aperient or an enema to remove this source of error.
In other cases the tumour may be too high up to allow the
finger to trace its continuity with the cervix, whilst in others
again, the point of curvature being low down, the fundus is
much below the os uteri, and its continuity is easily traced
by ‘the experienced finger.

The exact position of the retroflexion varies considerably

in different individuals, and even in the same individual, at!

different times ; the point of curvature may be so hizh «

after the withdiawal of the sound ; in others for a short time
only 1 hut in many cases, especially in those of old standing,
the disposition of the fundus to return to its unnatural position
is 50 areat, that it requires the handle of the sound to be held
pretty firmly to prevent its turning it round, and as soon as
the sound is withdrawn, the fundus again retroflects, and we
can again trace the tumour as before.

The examination and passage of the sound produces in
many instances little or no pain, until we elevate the fundus,
when the instrument, pressing on the ovary, which we shall
afterward see is extremely apt to become congested and in-
flamed in consequence of the displacement, occasions severe
pain, which, however, immediately ceases on our completing
the restoration. In the examination per rectum the pressure
of the tinger on the fundus above occasions no pain, but if
we elevate it, the patient immediately complains, and by
passing the finger beyond the depressed fundus, we can dis-
cover the exact seat of pain to be the posterior and upper
part of the fundus, in the situation of the ovary, which we
ican often feel as an oval body. These last symptoms are
i dependent on the inflammation of the ovary, and cannot,
‘therefore, be vegarded as essential to retroflexion of the

uterus, hut as the consequence of a complication. [t oceurs,

however, sufficiently often, to render it advisable in all cases
L of cophoritis of long standing, to examine carefully into the
position of the uterus.

In some cases the canal of the cervix is so small as to pre-
i vent the passage of the sound; in such a case the dilator
| must first be employed, until a sufficient passage has been
iobtained. Dr. Rigby is of opinion that this extreme narrow-
iiess of the cervix is rather owing to a congenital foimation
Pthan to the hent state of the fundus, which last, however, he
[regards as suficient not only to obstruct the free discharge of
the catamenis, bhut to prevent conception.

! T will here introduce to the notice of the Society the dila-
tor which I am in the habit of employing, and which I be-

that'a very small portion of the fundus is all that is bem{lieve to he the 1nost efficient ; it' is that invented by Dr.
down. On examination per rectum we feel the same globular’ Protheroe .\;mith. The power of the screw is the moving
mass through the anterior wall of the intestine, and being|power, and it is capable of being regulated at the pleasure of

able to reach wmuch higher up in this direction than per
vaginam, we can frequently verify or correct our first impres-
sion,

Itis, however, by the use of the uterine sound, that we
can obtain snre and valuable information of the displacement
of the womb. In a case of retroflexion, on passing the in-
strament in the natural direction upwards and forwards, it
hecomes almost immediately arrested: but on turning its
point in the contrary direction, backwards and downwards,
it will pass readily along the cervix uteri, and then glide
downwards and backwards to its full extent of two inches
and a balf.- The point can now be felt distinctly in the
centre of the tumour, throngh the posterior wall of the vagine,
or the anterior of the rectam, thus proving it to be the fundus

* In cases immediately following abortion, reproduced by a
too early recurrence to ordinary occupations or undue exertions,
} have observed the hxmorihage 1o continue g longer time then
usual, and even become ronstant.

i the operator. After one or two dilations we shall be able to
pass the sound through the cervix, and ascertain the state of
the fundus.

If any of vou are still sceptical of the benefits to be derived
from the employment of the sound, let me quote a passage
from a paper read by Professor Simpson before the Dublin
| Obstetrical Society, shortly after he proposed his instrument
.to the profession. He says, “In one of the first cases in
which T recognized by the uterine bougie, the existence of
retroflexion of the unimpregnated uterus, the patient had
some years previously been doomed by the highest obstetrie
and pathielogical anthorities in England, as suffering under
the first stage of scirrhus uteri, the displaced fundus having
been mistaken for a carcinomatous tumour. The uterine
disp'azement was easily rectitied by the use of a wire pessary,
worn for some months in the uterine cavity, and the patient
is now in the enjoyment of the best of health, I have seen
other cases of the same mistake with the same curious byt
common {orm of uterine displacement.”
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 MATERIA MEDICA AUD CHEMISTRY.

Observations on the . Tincture of Acetate of Iron, with Two
New: Processes for its Preparation, By M. Doxovas, Esq.,
M.R.I.A.—A preparation wus once in medical nse called by an
extracrdinary misnomer, Tinctura Saturnina, although it was
really an alcoholic solution of acetate of iron. 1t was made by
mixing acetate of lead with sulphate of irn and adding spirit of
wine 3 but the nature of the decomposition that takes place when
thicse ingredients are mixed being not then vnderstood, theacetate
of lead was sapposed W ramn-in, as such, in foll energy,  This
hneture was ‘celebrated in the enre of eonsuuption and heetie ;
butma.:f,a fitdde -of _the acetate of lead escaped decomposition, its
exhibitom svas sometimes followed by disugrreeable, corsequences.

Thie process wus iniproved by Glanber, who substituted acetate
of "potush for acctate of leud, and thus removed the objection to
this nsefal medicine.” 7 ‘

\When the first Dublin Phannaeopeia’ was in proparation, many
experinients were made on this tincture by the late Dr. Perceval,
then profeseor of chemistry in the University, It was known
that when equal weights of acetate of patash and snlphate of iron
are uscd, the tincture continually lets full un ochrey precipitate.
and: therefore constuntly loses its power as a chulybeate. Dr.
ngccynl conceiving that the presence of water, in the spirit of
wine. made use of, was the cause of the evil, and explaining the
fact hy a theory which 1 believe was not 'well founded, employed
#leohiol, and found, as he informs us (Transactions of the Royal
I{J{h Academy, vol. ii. p. 1), that a tincture'so made did not pre-
cipitule. - Experience, however, has not confirmed this stateinent.

But as alcohol was at the time an article difficalt of procuring,
Dr. Pereeval made many efforts, as he long afterwards informed
me,. 10 ubtain a tincture of a permanent constitution, with spirit
uf wine, but untuecessfully. o ’

- At length, a, discovery was announced by Mr. Watts, an apo-
thecary of Dublin, that if the acetate of potash be used in douhle
the quaatity of the sulphate of iron, there will be no precipitation,
even when epirit of wine s employed. Dr. Perceval explained
this by eupjiosing that'the water of the spirit was beld engaged by
the excess of ucetate of potash, an explanation which we need
nat investigate, inusmuch as the alleged fact is not well founded,
as will presently be seen. ’ ' ’

3 have made this tinctare under every vaiiety of process that 1
could think of, always adupting the materials and proportions of
the Dublin Phurmacopeia.  Somctimes the trituration of the
tnuterials was continued day after day, to allow a sufficient time
for the absorption of oxygen by tic'protoxide of iron : sametimes
he trituration’ was only continued until the materials had deli-
quesced, ; At other times the drving of the muss was rapid ; at
other times slow ; other timea it was nat dried at all ; an. in Sne.
variations were uscd which it would be in vain to describe. By
uny of thess methods I often succceded in producing a good tine.
ture, and by all of them 1 very frequently fuiled. Either the
tmcture was pale, weak to the slute, or pormancntly muddy, or
itwas cuntinuglly depositing '« Lrown sediment ;' an< all thishup-
pencd whether rectified spinit or alcohol, had been used.  In cases
where 1 succeeded best, a small quantity «f brownish precipitate
would at lepgih appeur, and this would happen as often as *he
forier was -filtered off, so that ufter many months the tincture
became very weak,and in longer time even eolourless. . . - -

. -Lmight attribute these failures to want of skill on mv part, if I
only. had been thus unsuceessful ; but the experience of every une
with whom I have conversed agreee with my own.. I venture to
affirm that in 0o two apothecaries’ establishments in this city will

,'juq:tgqgtu;elbe'foundvgrecisely wlike, if it havé besn made by the
‘mpothecary himselfiin.cach case. A new process then is assured.
lywanted.™ - . .. . L
: But befors [ entcr-on this, it is neccesary to state some partien.

l,al.-a\%gg\ativcﬂ 6 the constitution of the tineture and to the defects

«of the process of. the:pharmacapesia.. The use of the excess of

-ncetate ‘of:pbtash ditected, I'believe,lo be as follows. Peracetate
of wiron, i go’ution, when treated ‘with a'certain quantity of pot.

«uehy. 18 not .decomposed; for the peracetate .always containg an

.excess. of scid, and the cxcess is saturated-by the potash, A,

1iple. peracetate of iron, and potash is the result ; ‘this is soluble
i eitlier aleohio} or wuter; und the solutiun is of a deep brown
poataur, I the phammcnymzul process the pernectute of jron,

‘i formed by douhle decomposition, combines with the excess ‘of

acetate of potash, and the triple salt above.mentioned is produced:-
A tincture of -this triple salt is much less liable to'change than'a-
tincture containing peracetate of iron only; but in process of time
it is decomposed, and oxide of iron is deposited. ‘ o

When this deposition has tuken place, if thetineture be distilled;
acetic ether will come over along with aleohol. The fact puinta
to the nature of the decomposition which time effects in the tincs
ture—n decompnsition so complete-that at length the whole of the
iron is precipitated, and the liquid deprived of all colour. The
acetic acid of the peracetate is withdrawn from the oxide of iron,
und by ite action on the aleohul, seetic cther is slowly produced 3
hence the highly agreeable smell of old tincture of gectate of ivon.*

An excellent tincture of aeetate of iron may be producedin &
few minutes, and’ without risk of failure, by the fullowing- process..
Mix 1wo drachms of red oxide of iron, prepared according 1o the
Dablin Phurmacopoeia, with half an ounce weight of sulphuric
aeid; and expusc the paste to the heat of & spirit famp for a few
minutes; when it will suddenly solidify.  Instantly remove the
lamp ; triturate the rolid mass with nine drachme of acetate of
potash, and add eight ounces of rectified spirit. ‘e tincture is
now ecomplete; and without any digestion, will, by filtering, at
once afford a transparent, beautiful, decp.crimson liguor, which
in ane drachm measure generally confains one grain of peroxide
of iron. . . . L

This process is, as far as [ know, unexceptionable, provided
that the tincture is not to be kept longer than a few months; but,
it ut length begine ta deposit, and then the deeamposition will
slowly proceed, no doubt to the full extent, although I have never
had it on hands long enotigh to prove the fact. If the above
quantity only be prepared at a time, it will uut be impaired uutil,,
in gthe course of business, time will have elapsed for its consump-
tion, ) . ’

A much mors permanent tincture, and which 1 have never
known to change. may be produced in the following manner;
but the method is a little more troublesome, ) .

Tuke two ounces of percipitated carbonate of iron, and six.
teen onnces measare of commercial acetic acid of such
strenoth* that one part of it to seven of water will be

" equal fo dirtilled vinegar. ’ o

Infrodnee them into a glass matrass, and wien the slight efferves.
cence is over, buil the mixture unt} the whole isteduced to twelve
ounces; when eold, filter.

Exposc the blood.red snlution thus obtained in a broad, shal.
low dith for thrie days, and then pour it iulo any glass
vessel large enough to hold three or fvur times the volume
of the liguid. . P

To this add fiftcen drachms of commean carbonate of potash
(s tartari) by degrecs; o that the etfervescence may not
be unmanageable. L

When the effervescense is over, add twenty-four ouncee of
rectified spirit, and filter, . o

This tineture will measure abont thirty-two ounces, and will he
of 4 fine doep red colour, and styptie agreeable taste. - *°7

“The tincture thus produced will not deposit ; at least | have
bad it on one ocecasinn for cighteen wnonths without the elightest
deposition beyond what is necessary for its perfect clearing ; in
most cases, the filter allows a minutely divided, and at first insens
sible oxide of iron, to pass through it. ‘ o

The theory of the process is obvious. The precipitsted.car.
bonate of iron, no matter how long exposed Lo the air in drying,
always coutains n_ quantity of protoxide of iron.  The oxide will,
therefore, when hented i neetic acid, affurd protacefate and per.
ncetate of ‘iron, The former alt, although little soluble in recti.
fied spint; will dissnlve, at” least to a certain extent, in spirit so
rauch dilated; but much of it would separate in some days,-and
form a coating of the sides and bottom of the containing vessel.
T'o prevent this change, the acetic svlution of iron_is to be' cxposed
tothe air; the prolacetate is thus converted into peracctate. -

But this peracetate 1f simply dissolved in rectified spirit would
afford a tineture from which the acid would soon be abstractéd.
and acetic ether formed. 'T'o prevent this, and to give the tiricturs.
periianence, we must convert the peracetate into a'triple salt, by
the addition of potush, and then we aceomplish what the phirma.
copeeial process contemplated, but failed to effeet, -~

*Acctic agid of thir strength cnn be procured from any drnggﬁh
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. There is no use 1 here inuiring why this tineture ie more per-
manent,” more easily prepared, 2nd so much rore certain of sue.
cess - in the preparation than thal of the pharmacopeeia ; the fact
is sufficient for cur purpose. I have been induced to give publi.
city to these observations, believing that the tinctare of acetate of
iron is in hazard of being expunged from the new pharmatope’a
on account of the uncertainty of its compositiun, when prepared
according to the process hitherto employed.

THE ‘
Beitis) Sumszizan Jouzual.

MONTREAL, MARCH 1, 1848.

THE REPEAL ASSOCIATION AGAIN.
' “ Ecce itecram Crispinus,”

"The members of the Repeal Association are wrathy ;
and two of them have been shedding much ink, our
sweet selves being the burthen of their ireful song. And
why 1 because, forsooth, we likened their proceedings
to.the fickle and capricious acting of an infant! The
Association, we learn now, numbers among its members,
« hommes murs sages et ecluirés.” Be it so. It proves
that grey heads are not always heads of wisdom, and
that there is a stage of senescence, the mental endowment
of. which verges rather upon that of puerility, than upon
that which usually appertains to adolescence. We might
in charity have assumed the latter, but facts forbid it, and
w facts, as in duty bound, we pay especial devotion. No
one has greater reverence for them than we have.

We are accused, however, of inconsistency (save the
mark!) ~Inconsistency in strenuously advocating to-day,
what, 1t is alleged, we repudiated in 1846, But how
stands the ca-e? We hLave never uitered one word

" against the principle of un Act of Incorporation for the
profession.  We argued against the delegation of un-
limited power to the Council, as well as against several
other vhjectionable features in the Bill proposed at the
Three Rivers meeting. And was this walimited power
granted: in the present Act? -No. A limited- power,
like a limited monarchy, we approve of. We desired
that the profession, like the people, should speak ;
our desire has been accomplished ; and - their will
shall be fulfilled. OQur opponent, with the queer
title, when giving his text, should have quoted the con-
text, which in this instance would be found most mate-
rially to modify the sense; and would have enabled him,
unless he viewed with jaundiced eyes, to have seen the
drift of the argument at that time adopted, from which,
even at this .moment, we -see_ no reason whatever for
dissenting. There are some people in this world, who
cannot see. There are a greater number who will not,
Among the latter unenviable class, we are constrained
to place our doughty and Quixotic antagonists. No
length of labour would relieve their visual obliquity.
‘To reason with them would be a sacrifice of time, and
valuable space in our columns, which might be much
more profitably occupied. . C

" Let not the valorous champions of the Repeal Asso-
ciation suppose that we are writing under feelings of irrita-
tion. - . Our hreast is full of the milk of human kindness

-} ral practitioners, would, at all

and compassion. We will spare tie rod, even at the
risk of spoiling the child. On the contrary, we have
been highly delighted at their productions. ~ They give
promise of future excellence.. We particularly admire
the ingenuity with which the one with- the queer title;
(he_ styles himsell «“a Licentiate of the Association
of Doctors,and a Member of the Medical Society of Emu-
lation!1””) has exhibited in quoting from our writingsexactly
and toa nicety,as much assuited his own purpose.  Did
we call itingenuity 7 No. Itisthe evidence of decided
talent, and one, too, of @ high and peculiar order. We
particularly recommend him to cultivate it, for he will
considerably enhance his reputation thereby, Anda re-
putation is something. It is certainly more than some-
thing, even if only equal to his to whose professional
avocation the words ¢ by labit and repute” are usually
prefixed, to mark the gentleman’s undeviating rectitude
of conduct, and inflexibility of purpose. S
The gentleman, however, with the queer title, asks
us to republish his valuable letter in our columms. - For
the information of the Profession generally we desire to
remark, that in typification of Minerva’s birl, fsmed for
qualities far less creditable than its wisdom, it-is to-he
found in the ¢ Minerve” newspaper of the 17th ult.
We declire the intended compliment which he confers
on ourselves and our subseribers: and for two reasons
—firstly, that, after our express invitation, he las not
deemed it proper to avail himsell directly of our co-
lumns, although freely offered; ‘and secondly, because
he had not the courtesy to send us @ copy of the paper
in which his article originally and. by preference ap-
peared. Now, we were compelled to pay five ' cop.
pers for his article, or else forfeit "the pleasure we
have derived in perusing it 5 but having perused it, and,
deeming that our subscribers would not equally value a
document which cost us so sinall a sum, and which was
evidently sold at its actual worth, the intrinsic value of an
article of unindefinite character, e have mostunwillingly
come to the conclusion to decline the compliment.. .In
lieu of it, however, we seize the oppor unity to present
to them_the following excellent letter on the subiect,;
with three or four copies. of which we have been po-
litely furnished by mail. ‘ s :

To the Editor of the Quehee

Mereery.

Sir,—The very earnest desire which you have at.all times
evinced in imparting to the medical profession, whatever might
bear connexion with the gencral interests of its numerous mem.
bers—and so recently evidenced, by your judicious and well timed
advocacy of the integrity of the proceedings of the constituted
governing body of the College' of - Physicians and Surgeons, and
in_opposition to a [uctious party, lately organised in_Montreal,

induces me to subroit the following exposition for publicity. -
As a matter which, in some measure; might be restricted to the
profession, 1 ought, perbaps, to content myself with the analysisof
the assumptions of the party in question, by the distinguished and
learned editor of the British American Journal of Medical and
Physical Science ; but that excellent periodical, I-regret, has not
that circulation among the members of the profession which: it
ought necessarily, and T inay sav, indispensably, to" have——and;
althongh the only Medical perivdical in the province of Canada,
1 am almost persuaded to the belief, that a large body of our ru.

times, give preference to one of &

purely political nature!- : . AT A

- As a member of the medical professicn, you are not wthout
the knowledge, that for several years, its most influential and

leading members have strenuously exerted themselves to secure,
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through legislative enactments, such provisions, as might be most |
conducive, not only to the protection of the general interests 011
that profession, but as might also tend to elevate its character to
that position and standard, which its great imnportance and high
moral responsibilities to soeicty so justly and so pre-eminently en- |
title it ; but, I am ashamed {o be compelled to confess, that a:
want of unanimity, originating in unsocial, jcalous, and party
views, have invariably rendered the issue unsuccessful. ;

Without entering at length upon the details of proceedings, |
which, within two years, have gencrated a more active movement |
among the members of the profession n Lower Canada, towards |
the furtherance of an ohject so long claimed and so long desired, I
shall merely, and as condenscly as possible, advert to these few !
particular circumstances which so greatly contribute to advance, |
and ultimately to obtain from the Legislature, the present Act of !
Incorporution—and, thereby placing at the disposal of the body :
(after some amendments) ample power 1o frame its own rulesand |
governizent,

In October, 1846, a numerous body of medical practitioners,
from the several districts of the province, met in general conven.
tion, at Three Rivers, in pursuance to printed circular letters ad.
dressed, but with few exceptions, to every member whose resi-I
dence was known by the Sceretary of Medical Delegates of Dis- |
tricts, assembled under the presidence of Dr. Morrin, at Quebec, ’
on the 5th September, 1816, for the purpose, as detailed i that
circular, of submitting to their consideration a project for incorpo-
rating the Medical profession of Canada East, into a College of
Physicians and Surgeons.

Moved by Dr. Painchaud, seconded by Dr. Valois,—That the
proceedings of this day’s convention be submitted to a Gencral
Convention of the Medical profession of Canada East, and that
the said meeting be summoued by the Secrelary, to be held at
Three-Rivers, on Wednesday, 14th October next.

Moved by Dr. Kimber. Seconded hy Dr. Arnoldi, Jjunr.,—That
a sufficient number of copies of the proposed project be printed,
and circulated with the least possible delay among the Practition.
ers of Canada East.

This general mecting, at which Dr, Wolfred Nelson presided,
and Dre. Fremont and Arnoldi, acted as Secretaries, unanimously
resolved-~¢* That while it decply deplores the inadequacy of the
existing laws, for regulating the Medical professinn in this scction
of the province of Canada, both as regards the education of in.
tending members, or the protection of those lieensed to practice
the same congratulate itself on the fecling manifested on the pre.
#ent occasion, lo devise ways and mcans by which such difficul-
ties may be obviated, and the profession of Medicine made to as.
sume that pogition to which it is entiticd amoug the other learned
professjons.”

Here then was & resolution, at once declaratory of the defection
of the laws, and demonstrative of the tenacity of a large body of
prominent and influential members of the profession to any legis.
lative measure. which might redcem the abuses and gricvances of
more than half a century!

The several clauses, upon which it wasintended to base an act
of incorporation, having becn freely but harmoniously discussed
by the meeting—and so amended and modificd as to seeure the
unqualified acquiesence and sanction of the whole profession, it
was finally and unanimously resolved, on the motion of Dr. Jean
Blanchet, scconded by Dr. Oulet,—* That a permanent commit.
tee of nine be appointed to superintend all matters connected
with the presentation of the petition, by correspondence or other.
wigo, and that it be authorised to use ull necessary means for car.
rying the measure through Parliament; and that the said com.
Inittee consist of Drs. Morrin, Blanchet, and Painchaud for Que.
hee; and Drs. Valows, Arnoidi, and Badgley for Montreal; and
Drs. Vonlfiland, Gilmour, and Beaudry for Three.Rivers.”

From that period the most active means were employed by
those who had taken the initiative, (and whom, T may say, bad
grown grey in the cause v medical reforn) to secnre the con.
summation of a boon, so long, 8o perseveringly, hut so unavailingly
prayed for; and almost cvery member, irrespective of years, or
standing in the profession, or remoteness, or even isolation of resi-
dence, were at considerable labour and expense. invited to an ex-
pression of their views, and to become parties to the contemplated
aet of incorporation. If many, then, have failed to avail them-
solves of the arduous labours of their more zealous brethren, they
have only to pluce the sin of omission to their own door, pre.sap-
pmin‘g, on their own part, an utter disregard or uneconcern on A

matterof 3o much importanece, as one involving thoir best and
moat vital interests. It is, morcover, n well.estublished fact, that
there exists not a single medical practitioner in any rural section
of the Province who is not a subscriher to, or reads, some politi-
cal newspaper or other, and through these, during the sitting of
Parliament, every information touching the presentation, recep-
tion, and progress of all measurcs can always be acquired. 1t is,
therefore, untenable, and even absurd, to complain of the denia!
or want of oppurtunity to become members of the incorporation.
It may not be out of place to observe, that during the progress
of the bill through Parliament, the medical gentlemen in the po-
pular branch of the Legislature, in conjunction with the parma-
nent committee at Montreal, sume of the profeseors of MeGiil
Coltege School of Medicine, and other leading and distinguished
members of the profession, advised the present act of ineorporation
to be so framed s to all intents and purposes to meet the appro-
bation and sanction of the profession in general,—it appeared,
broad, liberal, and comprehensive, comprising an equal amonnt of
Justiee, protecting the rights of all parties, and perfectly divested
of the least exclusive feature —Such then is the bill, which, when
it had passed the three branches of the Legislature was hailed by
the great mass of the medical profession as the most grateful gift
within the power of Parliament fo bestow ; and it was truly so:

! save the temporary disfranchisement to its full benefits of a few

highly deserving wembers, and the introduction of some amend-
ments; but which can only be necessitated, as Dr. Woifred Nel-
son, a gentleman, who, for upwards of thirty years, devoted his
best energies to the interests of that profession, and the represen-
tative in Parliament of one of the largest constituencies in Lower
Canada, very judiciously observed at the General Meeting of the
members, called together by proclamation, for the cleetion of
Governors: * that it was true, that in enaeting laws it was next
to impossible to frame them so perfect as not to render them, by
force of circumstances, susceptible of improvement—the opera-
tions of a law could alone point out its imperfections, and, there-
forc, necessitatc changes or modifications.”

I shall enter now upon the exceution of the mandate of the
head of the Executive Government, intrusting and enjoining to
the first President of the College, (Dr. Arnoldi, serir.,) therein
named, the organization of the members of the lncorporation.
and the election by, and chosen from among themselves of thirty-
six Governors. C

The call of the President was very generally responded to by
the members of the incorporation, and several other gentlemen of
the profession, whose names, from a want of proper personal ac-
tion at the tiwe required, were excluded from the rights-and pri-
vileges of membership, then comprised in eleeting andl being
elected. - G

The Proclamation of His Excelleney the Governor Gétieral,
and the Statute of Incorporation, were duly read, by one ‘of the
Secretaries—not a word was ultered—not a whisper henid,
against section or clause of the law—but the moment & lettér ‘of
counsel from the Attorney General, addressed to the Presidént, in
reply to some doubts entcrtained by the latter to the eligibility. of
admission to the right of Membership of scven gentlemen, whese
names had been inadvertently omitted by the Secretary in -the
Act of Incorporation, was read, then a cry was raised for theip-
discriminate admission to the same rights, of every medical prac-
titioner then present—and followed up with such pertinacity,
and even without reference to the law, but a few moments before
imparted to them, that the President under a proper sense-of the
importance of his position, joined by the more moderatc and calm
solicitations of at least, two thirds of the Members of the Ceorpo.
ration, adjourned the procecdings, for a short. time, in order. to tb-
tain the opinion of the first law Officer of the Crown, on the le-
gality of entertaining the motion proposed by Dr. Coderre, 10 the
effect of, as already stated, indiscriminately admitting. te Mem-
bership every practitioner, who, at considerable trouble, expense
and inconventence ! had thought proper to be present at the ex-'
hibition of the senscless and discreditable pretensions of. this. br.
Coderre and his partizans.—The result of the reference to.the
Attorney General, was, as might have been anticipated—the in
admissbility of such pretensions. ‘This attempt—so palpably:in
contravention to the statute before them-——and, if successful, po-
sitively invalidating the fundamental proceedings of the incorpo- -
ration, was evidently made to eecure an accession of Members;
who, gratified at their new and unexpected position, were pre-
pared in retirn, to subserve the ends of their dictators ~place ‘at
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their diaposal their suffrages, and thereby constitute them, and
them alone, the governing and aduwinistrative body of the Col.
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada 1!

gNot however aatisfied with the given opinion of the Law Offi.
cer of the Crown, they persisted, regnrdless of all considerations,
to force their motion upon the sense of the general meeting, until
the President declared Lis firm determination not to entertain so
illegal a proceeding.

I shall recall here another attempt, as immediately following
the other to exclude from the governing body ef the College a
numerous class of gentlemen, not only of long standing—of emi.
nent acquirements; but of high distinction in the profession, bat,
who have also, for many years, been most unremi tingly indefu-
tigable to promote by every means in their power, the genersl in.
terests and advancement of the medical profission ; and, | may
unhesitatingly state, that if we were that day asscnbled together,
upon one of the most important oceasions of onr professional
lives, we muat attribute it, in a great measure, 1o the zeal and ex
ertions they devoted in the furtherance and realization of long
deferred and long denied claims. 1t is impossible for auy man o1
candour to reflect on this perversion of proper fecling of duty,
without partaking of the astonishment, that it could have origi-
nated in one whose position and elevation of character bught 10
have proved a guarantee to the moral laws aud obligations of
good faith, as well as their standard of action.  TLis attempt, so
invidious in itself, of excluding by a coup d'etar, the ablest and
most distingui-hed men in the profession from seats in the Go.
verning Council, was, however, timely met by Dr. Marsden, then
of Nicolet, and Dr. Archibald Hall, of Montreal, by an amend.
ment to the effect of procecding to the election of gavernors. by
ballot, which was carried by a wmajority of nearly two.thirds of
the members of the College. T'he consequence of this proceed-
ing, was, it is true, the return to seats, as governors, of gentle-
men of the most desirable qualifications, yel, we have to regret
the exclusion of others of equal distinetion, Loth in Qucbee and
Montreal,

In reviewing the cxisting Act of Incorporation, and against
which a certain number of disappointed members of the profession
are arrayed, a very few words will suffice. It is a law which has
been obtained after a perscvering strugglo of upwards of twelve
years—during which long period, we availed ourselves of every
suitable occasion to urge upon the legislature the pressing neces.
sity, on public grounds, of enactments consonant to the general
interests and advancement of the medical prefession. By it, we
are enabled to maintain a permanent collective organization, —
with an authoritative council and officers, to protect the genery)
interests of the Practitioners, and to extend the curriculum of
those who may aspire to take rank in the profession ; and, more.
uver, what is of the greatest importanece, the profession becomes
anited under a representative systein of medical government, and
to which all legally qualified members can be eqnally and unre-
servedly admitted.

‘The members may meet at the stated perinds, for the purpose
of evincing their suﬂ'rageﬂ, and of sglccling from among them.
selves & given number of Governors, in whom are entrasted, for a
limited period, the administration und govermment of Collegiate
affairs. But, as the suffrages to be exercised npon these occasions
are those of educated men, and who ought necessarily to seek the
elevation and indcpendence of their profession, not solely for per
sonal, but for public advantage—thcy s_hon]d be divested of ali
passions and prejudices, and no other feclings should dictate their
sclection of Governors but those of honest conviction in their
scientific acquirements and integrity of character.  Seats in the
Council are among the highest honors to which a certain portion
of the profession can aepire; it therefore becoules a question of
some impertance, whether these qnslmcnvc posts arc to be filled
by men who refleet the respectability and character of the medi.
cal professivn in Lower Canada, or, merely_a numerical cabal of
opposite attributions?  For it must be seriously considered, that
the membere cownposing the council ean only represent the pro-
fession in o far as they ure distinguished by scientific attainments
and capabilities, and, as also, must the profcssion, n some mea-
sure, rise or fall in the estimation of the republic of Science!

This law, then, the operation of which has gone little beyond
the orgunization of the members of the Incorporation and the elec.
tion of Governore, and when even the by.laws and rules for the
guidgnce of the College have yet to be framed, submitted, and

discussed by the whole body of members before their legal institu-
tion and etfect,—yes, this very law, becanse in its primiry opern.
tion it has failed to place, arbitrarily, a few ambitious young men
in its administrative powcrs, is absurdly enough represented s op.
pressive, and totally ineflicient in its applicatiun to the wants and
wishes of the medical profession ! An association is in corsc.
quence established, composed chiefly of the practitioners whose
want of personal exertion excludes them for the time from the
rights and privileges of membership to the College, and of others,
who by the sense of the rightful inembers, have been ecxcluded
from the higher grade of Governors—ihe objeet of which associa-
tion is to petition the approaching parliament for the repeal of the
existing fuw, only passed in the last session, and yet untried, and
the substitution of auother, more liberal and comprehensive
T ils views.

We eertainly live m extraordinary times ; but it is almost impos.
sible to imagine that the Legislature eould entertain for a mmnent
a measure so grossly partaking of selfish ends, and so il calcula.
ted to place in proper estimation the great importanee of ume to
a body presred upon ail sides to the deliberation of matters of more
permanent and urgent necessity, and claimed by the whole Pro.
vinee; and the most belitting answer which can be made to the
authors of the present movement of the association in question is
that Jately made, in reply to theircirenlar letter of invitation, &e.,
by« gentleman of some standing in the profession, - For up-.
wards of lwenty years the profession hus solicited the Provincial
Legisiuture for enactments, approaching, as nearly as pussible, to
those contained tn the statute granted at the last session ; and 1
would certainly decwn the tern of that Liegislature very ill-employ.
ed, when considering the very pressing and momentous measureg
which may be brought before it at its ensning sitling for the ge-
neral interests of the Province, were even an hour wasted in en.
tertaining the petition of your asgoeiation, founded, as it appears,
on views, not to elevate the character and respectability of the
profession, but merely 1o resist by a factious opposition, the consti.
tation of the actual governing body of the Corporation.”

Ax Onp Pracritioner,
3rd Febreary, 1848.

Meeting of the Profession in Quebec.—We quote
the following proceedings Lad at a meeting of the mem-
bers of the College of Physicians and Surgeons in
Quebec, on the repeal question, at present so much agi-
tated by a certain party in this city, We certainly do
not see much difference between the amendment, which
was carried, and the original motion. Some amend-
ments, we think, are required in the Bill, but their nature
and their extent cannot be fully appreciated until the
Bill has been put fairly in operation : —

At & meeting of the members of the Medieal Profession of the
District of Quebce, held on the 10th inst., im the Parliament
Buildings, in order to take into cousiderations matters of impor.
tance for the College and the profession generally, were present :
~—Drs. Morrin, Panchaud, Rowley, Frémont,  Poole, Forticr,
Marsden, Nault, Sewell, Blais, Jackson, Roussean, Hall, Robi.
taille, Bardy, Labrecque, Wolff, Von Iffland, R. H. Russell, J.
R. Russell, J. Douglas, ‘Tourangean, Roy, Rinfret, Hubert,
Wells, Watt, Fitzpatrick, M:Grath, Eastaff,” Moffatt, P, Larue,
Stewart, Stansficld, Landry. '

Dr. Morrin was called o the Chair, and Dr.
to act as Sceretary.

The President having explained the object of the meeting, it
was

Moved by Dr. Bardy, and seconded by Dr. Stansfield,

¢ That it is the opinion of this meeting that the Bl incorpo-
rating the College of Physicians und Surgeons of Lower Canada,
as pussed in the last session of the lagt, Parliament, is sufficient to
regulate the study and practice of medicine and surgery in this
Province without being amended at present, inasmuch as the Biil
cannot bz put in full operation until after the by-laws have been
submitted for the approbation of the members of the College, and
for the sanction of the Governor.in.Chief ; and, inasmuch a8 the

smendments to tho Bill muy be asked for, qp necessity may point’
out, during the working of ‘the Bill,”

Landry requested
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' Moved, in amendment, by Dr. Roussean, and seconded by Dr.
Ray,

* éThat since the passing of the present Bill of Medicine, ex-
perience has shown that the -Bill is nol adeqnate to the general
want of the profession, and that it is urgent to amend it imme-
diutely.” o

‘T'his amendment, heing pat. to the vote, was lost, Dr. Roussean

voting alone in the affirmative. ) .

Then Dr. Sewell, scconded by Dr. Roy, moved in amendment,
« That it is the upinion of this meeting, that since the passing
of the present Bill of Medicine, cxperience has shown that the

Bill is not entirely adequate to the general wants of the profes-
sion, and that it Is advisable to ask such amendments as the work.
ing of the said Bill may prove desirable.” .

‘This amendment was carried, the votes being divided as fol-
nwe :
: “Fur the amendment,—Drs. Nuult, Sewell, Blais, Roussean,

Roy, Hall, Hubert, Jackson, Moffutt, Pfru!c, W?iﬁ', R. 11, Rus.
sell, J. P. Russell, Fortier, P. Larue, Rinfict, Tonrangean, La-
breeque, Wells—19. ) .

* Against the amendment,—Drs. Painchauod, Rubitaiile, Bardy.:
Stansfield, Von 1ffland, Fitzpatrick, M*Grath, Stewart, Wan,
Rowley, Marsden, Frémont, Eastaff, _Landr_\'.‘ Mn.)rrin—-li.

Mr.” President having left the chair, Dr. Furtier was cailed to

it, and .
' "Dr. Painchand moved, secoded by Dr. Tuurangean,

¢ That the thanks of the meéting are due to the President and
to the Secretary.” -
. Jos. Morrin, President.
H J. La~ogy, Sceretary.

v. L.

(Signed)
Quebee, 10th Febraary, 1843,

LIST OF LICENTIATES.— Continved.
The following names were omitted in their proper
places in the Lower Canada list:— :

Thomas Moore... ....... D 1 - < -1821
J. Sarveyor......... ..o LecJduly 4 + 1885
Robert William Evans............ May 13, 1845
Francis Codd........ Ceraetaaas Nov. 3, . 1848

LICENTIATES OF THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS,
S Co CANADA EAST: ‘

Samuel B. Schmidt, M.D.......... . Nov. 27, 1847
P. M. Dease, M.D.. . 1., ... v Nov. 27, 1847
John' Fisher, M.D. ... .v....Nov. 27, 1847
Elie Lacerte, M.D....... . vee....Nov. 27, 1847
Charles.Lafontaine....... " .......Nov. 27, 1847
A.P.Lame,..o.oioiivennean.. ... Nov. 27, -1847
Louis E. Duboid..................Nov. 27, ‘1847
John P. Rottete.vivvvannoen.... Nov. 27, 18471
William, Mayrand, M.D........... . Dec.” 6, 1847
Roger D*Acust’ ..o ivnveenan . Jane 22, 1848

i

" LICENTIATES OF MEDICAL BOARD, CANADA WEST. '

JamesBovell........% «vvues.. .. Jan. 15, 1844,
Godfrey H. Schmutter............ Jan. 15, ‘1848
Geerdaneenas . dane 15, 1818

John Murphy Hardy.

A

Intelligencer. A’ late number of the Boston Journal
“came to hand annotincing the alteration of the Ameri-
can postal arrangements as the cause. Havmgrlately
 requested Messrs. R.and G. S. Wood of New York to
" act for us ag-agents-in receiving and transmitting to us
our exchange journals, our contemporaries with whom,
" we have had for three years uninterrupted and pleasant
intercourse, are requested to send their issues tc their
address, 261, Pearl Street, New York. As our fyles

o s ~ T » | mant Slate,” have come to kand.
© Our “American Exchanges—We are still without] S :

the receipt of any of our American exchanges, with the ¢
exception of the Medical Examiner and the Dentalf

are broken since Dec. 1st L., it would confer on us an
especial favour to be put in possession of the back
numbers.  We cannat forbear hére remarking, that
fearing that some of our exchanges might have leen
detained at Highgate, we addressed the postmaster of
that place a letter requesting information on the
point, and the amount which might bie due, for the pur--
poseof remittance ; but to this Jetter we have recelved
no answer.  We duly appreciate the courtesy of the
postmaster in not answering our letter ; and it is right
that our contemporaries should be made acquainivid
with the circumstance, lest, peradventure, there should
exist a fondness for chenp medical and seiutific lore
on the frontier. :

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

The Argus (Kingstun’, of date Feb. 18, has come to hun !,
containing the copy of a letter, dated Jan, 8, YR4B, from 1) .
Stewart, of Kingston, alleged to harve bren uddressed to u-.
Ehat letter has gorvey veached us. We are, nevertheless, oblige !
o Dr, Stewart for the hiat which he hos furnished us. In th-
Upper Cunada list of Licentintes, the hiatus between Aprit 3,
1839, and Juna 17, 1841, did not escape wanaticed. We did our
utmost o fill wp the void, but we could get no clue, We ad.
dressed u letter fo a medical friend in Toronty alluding to the
eircumsiance, but had 10ceived no ansiser.  Dr. Stewart’s L.
cense is duted October 26, 1839, We have also veceived o letter
from Dr. W.E., Eratt, whose name was amilted from the sume
cai e, and_whose license is duted Sept. 3, 1840, ~ We have vow
not the slightest doubt that the names af o number of others, .
whase. licenses bear date during the intervnl alluded to, huve been
omitted. Dr. Stewart hos referred us to Dr. O'Brien, of To.
ronto, the Secretary of the then existing College of Physicians
and Surgeons of Upper Cunadu, we hnpe that gentleman will
Sfurnish us with the list of the partivs who received their licenses
{0 practise from that source. It is the intercst. nf cvery pragli.
tiuner in the Province, that fhe list of licentiates be correct and
-complete. We have nurselres taken a very great deal of trouble
o ensure accuracy ; and 1we belicve that (e lists now published,
with the exception of the licenses issued during the peried
alliided. to, are cumplete.  We will publish the list in the form
of an'addendwm, as svon as possible ufter Dr. O Brien will kuve
commuiicated with us, which he iy pariicularly reguested 1o dy.

The repart of eases at the Marinz Hospital, Quebec, in whick
chivroform 1aas employed, has been received frum Dr. Douglas,
(Quekec.y  Dv. Waurthington's (Sherbrooke) cases, in which the
suame aneathetic agent wus employed, have also come to hand.
Dr. Melsille’s (Niagara) letter, cantaining the information re.
quested, kas arrived. Dr. Marsden’s paper,-on “ The Use of
Tea as a Beverage” (is unavordably still further postponed.
We hace been so flanded with original matter this monath, that

'{we have considered it our duty to increase the size of the Jour-

naly by an additional eight pages, 1o affurd (o our readers their
‘usual perizcopic intelligence.” ' ) :

‘Since ‘the foregging . was wrilten, @ paper by Dr. Winder,
“ On'the Use of Digitalis in the Cachexzia of Children,” and
anotker by Dr. Reynolds, Brockville, * On Diseases of the Preg-

o BOOKS, ‘&c., RECEIVED. :
- Dpblin Quarterly Journal,  November, 1847, August No. not
receivesd. : L . s
‘Loudox: Medical Gazelte (regularly). : S
*Dublin Medical Press (reguiarly). . . R
Dr. Drake's Introductury Leetare. - - : ;
Dr. Bedford’s ntroductory Lecture. .
Philadelphia Mcdieal.Examiner.  Febraary.
The Dental Intelligencer.  Junuary.
. New York Annalist. - N - P
The attention. of our Smerican contemporaries is respectfully
requested to an erticle addrossed to them in vur Editorial depari~:
ment, . o ‘ o o :

. -



Bxx,x, OF l\IORTALlTY for the Cnuy of MO\'N\EM i~ for the monlh endmg JA\U‘\RY 31, 1848.

T R . ERESE
I 5 ] : Hiaid ;
Dispases o l’s%: i ER N | I s
SHHHEN EXERFS
SR L L0 N AN R R el ekl B el IR 13
( Small Pox, 20 31 5i oLy by ; S
| Searlatina, 441317 1L 2 3, H Sl -
Erinmac on Ixercriovs,........... -( Measles... R O A A ; T
‘ | Fever, wel. l'yph §i16 ;21! 3.3 44 4+ 10 37 2. 11
{ Dysentery,. 3! 41 7 (AR A I E L U
(I)cm:uun 91 716, 12, f - IR I
1 ¢ T mvulsions, ... 2 iy 3. 1, .0 1 TR
Piseages o Hray AND \Pmou‘ !I)drocrp.m usd 4 I AT B T RN
SYSTEMyiiviviniian e, PR Y Cerebritis...... ... B T oo 1y . | .
H)dxr.um 'I‘rumm 3 . a R RN L.
| Puralysis... 420010 30 o S AT -
((Junsumpt’m, ..... 12 : IR T T T I S B 1 N T B
i’ncuu’mn.a, ......... 2 .12 L0 P .. : 1. . I O
s oo Thinn . Bronchitie g 20 B0 Ty oL, N Lo b2 2,
Drskasss or Twmsore Viscknarod Hoping Cough'yd 1| 1§ 2, (1 00 0, .o vy o
\ Croupy.aeeeieenn. . RIEE O S A S TS N A A N S A R A
(Discnse of Hewrtof . 0 20 a0 o b 0 oploalo 0 D P
Diarrhea...... ... 61 410 8 1 L L S R N
b Jaundice. D I T T A N i A
ISEASES UF ASDOMINAL ‘:H(,I:Rs,.{ Worms... P T A 1' 141 i ; : L ; N ;
{ Diopsy, :‘1,2{1£§ B )
: - still-born, CIRNEN I CERAES (5 A S A T L o
Ornen causes axp Diseasts, axn | Debility,... 24060 L0 L L S e 2004
stusxs NOT SPECIALLY DISIG Accidental... 301 4 i HENE I R 1 . . 1
NATED,viveiieinreer cves caennes | Unknown, - F 131 9 L2 | TR aj 1, O T
{ Other Discascs,... . 14 i i35 ’ 2104 2 { 1 ? 5 1 2 i 2, 1 ; 9 P4
R, P e e e e | i | e
Total, ... fto7 197 20t |57 131 13]22) Sl10,16 113, 8121 | 5
g

MONTHLY METEOR OLOuIC \b RD(H\I‘LI» AT MOXNTREAL FOR JANUARY, 1818.

- LT Y Ut i i
LA s s A s =

?3 ThERMOMETER. Banongres. Wisps. - Wearnea.

- .

oo S ——— . :

7“\.\1 ! 3 ru, , 10r . | \fcan 7 A.\{.I 3 po HO P\I! Meanf 7 ax., Noon. | G ey §7 .s..\x..3x-..u. lpm
( { 0 ! :

L, 1 43 .f 412 i 450 ¢ 29,68 | 2‘) 5i "’9 49 120,58 i ' Rain {Rain [Rain

2, w37 | w3y f « 31 51%9.46. ""9 .x1 {"9 63 {29.56 i ‘air Fair  {Fair

3,4 «3 1 “39 g2 29.85 {29.75 123,63 120,74 o ; “wir  {Fair  Jo'ere’st

4 f “d6 5 a7 lwgyg 28,62 {29 99 3009 [29.90 i i Fair  Fair  [Faire -

2N TR S O B X A - 3007 | 29.64 [29.45 {29.72 ' : Fair  [Snow |[tir

6, f —2 1« & | =3 2959 {23.63 | 2981 '29”, ! ' Fair Fair  Vair @

7, —8 4§ 4 20.94 ‘129.217,535)‘0') AR s Fair |Fair {Fair

g —1 | %10 : 413 29.99 {29.70 {29 60 2973 : i - fnow [Smaw. {Fair

9 ) 415 { v12 1 7 29,20 'M:s’ 29.70 ;2941 : Snow Soew. [Sto'my

ta, | ~I8 e po=—1 5 30.08 130 25 | 3040 {30.34' - . Fair _|Pair  [Fair

I, -2 -6, =12 3045 1 30.15 | 30.07 | 30.22 - ) . Fair  jSuow -[Fair .

12, —13 + 7 i -6 - 30.2) ‘?0 35 [30.40 ; 30.35 . Fair’ CloudyFair 7 -

13, -7 « 29 j -+33 30.36 ; JU 23 13015 'I‘J 25 . . © fFair  Jo'cretst (:lu\wy

B, § 435 1 w37 | 34 32011 130,16 | 30.10 ! 30,12 . Rain  Rain o’erc st
S35, 1 4l ] w43 1 w42 29.80 129.6% {29.64 {2969 : . Rain ‘Rain "|Fair’

I6,§ =98 4 w30 | w2l -[3001 {3043 (2097 fsnoa | 1 Fair. _|Iair - {Fair »

I Bl w2905 wib 5120.35 129.92 130.05 ;29.91 o . Falr [Fair Fuir

1g,f «15 | w17 | —1 . 129.69 {20.74 {3013 {2085 o ST 1T dSnow iSnow [Fair

19, p— “ 3 0 i 3046 ‘3015 130.36 §30.42 o B . Fair _jFair | Fair .
C20,F 415 w2 { w21 5130.13 130.05 {29.81 {30.01 ) : Tt *fFair - jolere'st{Fuir -

21, «32 B ) RS 5199.54 120.96 123,67 |29.49 ‘ I CY JRair (Fair [Sto'my
TN R T R L O 512095 199.96 {30.00 (20978 - - - o 0 Miir  S.ow [Fair
Cag e 4 dowg’l w3 30,21 130,29 130,42 130.32 L o - JEair  [Fair |, |Fair
2 a g i« 3.5130.53 | 30.45 | 30.30 |30.44 ‘ “ 7 fFair |Faie  [Faic
o, +1'¢ el ot os27.0130.20 3009 13002 13004 | . ! Fair  Fair - |0cre'st

26, 33 A3 w36 32513004 {2996 199,75 129.95 H Fair  |Rain  [Rain
C27,F “37 D w38 1«36 | w36.5]20.64 12052 [29.35 | 29.51 ‘ Cloudy|Rain {Rain
D28, F %33 0«37 ! w9Y |« 3519931 20,95 199.97 2998 ‘ i Farr =~ [Fair. [Fair .

99,1 w27 | w5 t «3) | «31.5§29.31 {29.50 [2u.75 | 20.52 ‘ 5 . JFair  [Fair  [Cloudy

30,§ 22} 025 1| w2l 425-320.95129.94 |29.91 §29.93 | Fair  {Fair lo’ere’st-

3 “ jq w9t ‘ wad 17552579 12054 129.3Y 129 57 s | Rain  {Fair’ f'\nnw
s Max. Temp., 4-50° on the Tst ‘ : e Maximum, . 32.58 Inches on the: 241h.
Tugrs. gWIm @ 24 ¢ 1lth I Baroverss, gl\lmlmu*n, 12920 e Oy,

“Mean of the Month, --18°9. ) Mean of Month, 20.888 Inches,



MONTHLY METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER AT H.M. MAGNETICAL OBSERVATORY, TORONTO, C. Wyl ANCARY; 1618:
Latitude 43°, 39'.4. N, .Nc:.x\m:% 790, 217.5. W. Nmem&a: abecm hamm 03539 108 .Feet.—(For the Brit. ;Q.SS. .\Sz.. of Med. und Phys. Science.)

4 m?&i&ﬁ at Hw::_. of 32° Temperature of the Air, Terision of .5:5:? ::E::J of the »w:. : . )
Dav.| T \Hﬂmm Mean! | ,Sm? e _,Soa: T T T WE2 d:ux o
T 4. w 3 ravr. _Ho m.z.wom 24 a7 a31.8 P To?zvo?ﬁ__f ..._Ww M §. :i r::E..:wm.z_—c_..‘urcmu&_ T oA _ -8 por W 10 »; M ST -
1,] 29.368} 29.185 29.368) 29.397|46.6°(48.2°; 3. L.... 41.3¢ ucmm 3186 ‘LQ: 2421 97| 95! 783 .ww S.E. by ~.,._ . | V. N. W.]' " [Densely overcas ahtrain til6 prc.
2,1 29.640| 29.607{ -~ — 1813 {354 | — | 1541, um.w_ — *la B8 ﬂL —_— e W. - ‘aw. by Sl © ~ =% JAfew light clds dispersed, Gen. cleas™
3,1 29.7201:29.602 ) 29,5751 26.630}32.3 {37.6 {36.6 _wm.w 630178, L1601 L1651 .90 LTH ST S. WL . W. Wi — [Clear il 10 mn, Rem. overeast.
4] 29.737| 20,956 | 29,981 | 29.898/33.1 {25.3 |18.6 1:13.7 |.182].119; .cwﬁ 13! 97! 851 5] WNW N, by W. i — [oen. qesr. L e
PLIES) 92 83 83) Calm. WS W :/;a« :%2; 3.0 om_.w_:__r.,_._wm_..n.w::_. It m?: E:. Sligao

H

. “alm. - Calm. w.al. Gen, cl’d, Hnlo round sun 10 &1L po
92} Calm. N, B, Sby I L5 0.2 JCld dens. all duy, SI't past.of snov.
.90 S. hy W, Z a< ~ «.,_...«w W. 1 2.0 pous. clouded.  Slight snow oceas,

N.W. 2.0 N. W. 3.0, i 0.5 |Gen. cl’d. Snow dvift, beavily phe.

6

0.0 {94.7 1.127].176, .093
1.0 | 12.1 |.068.076: .070 | .073] .86, .86
5.5 {21.6 |.087].099) 121100
5.2 1 20.6 _&:E_ 118

6,] 29.7121 29.635 ! 29.650| 26.659111.4 [14.2 .90 /Jf.f/
7,1 99.653] 29.594 | 29.510| 29.550114 0 19.8 b
§,| 29.833) 29.354 { 26.298| 29.478130.6 [32.0
9,1 99.4211 29.5841 — — 113.8 | 8.8

H
i
'
i

|
|
5| 29.685| 29.022 | 29.471 | 29.398|25.2 |36:2 |2
m
1
!

10,1 30.003 30.155 | 30.144¢ 30.105} 11.0 | 1.0 | 6.8 4.5 i ; vwﬂv .89 N. *N. hy W Ow_z,.., — JCleur, exvept _c:. pasy, elds, Fine,
11,1 29.940 29,6381 29,7941 29.8u1} 9.8 :22.4 1214 m 18.9 OOW, 109 .Ncmw 044 88 S W, .S W _:. WIW. 8. W.j 0.1 jerd, Suowiny oeeasionunlly .
12,1 29.958° 29,9801 26,918} £9.942 7 27.6 1923, ] i 113 851 Calm. HEE T DR KESELOl £, b_:::.:_:r—.: N. 106 am.
13, och 29,739 99.744! R9.738 0 5.0 135 ; i 87IS.E. by S f S.S. Calin. | fClonded nil dny, . Slightrain al 7 pus
m.f 20,702 | 28.575: 249.633 988 Calm. @ N. B Cahn. |+ jepdaltday, Mod, ‘v nearly all doy .
15, 29.442 29,7641 29.539 891 Calm. ' Calm. | WN W |+ [RoniillSun. Clearing wp fr 6 pic,

. H o_?: exeept & few _:_.;:_.. clouds. Ao~

16,1 29.9861.29.897! — —
17,1 29.815) 29.960: 29.775; 29.805
18,1 29.587-29.987 1 30.148] 29.995
19,] 30.267;30.161 29.952| 30.073
20,1 29.811 ,.vw qom 29,587, 29.665
29,724 am.ch
29.691 | 9.5

TN 2.0 7¢¢< by \V m W. — n. Halo rownd moon 6 1o 10 pra.
TTiWhyN 2.0, .2 W 3.0 LW — dGen; clouded,  Slight snow eccin,
.82 h.;S. R R v _: I, [not apiGen. clear. 4 1 y passing clouds.,
73180 80 WL S by WL Calm. —— Nosty e v perf oo st 11 preg
68l swl s 72 3.0 | NWLs| — : m, Mosiy el
WS2INL NL WL I by E Jnot ap Claudad. Parlivls uf show oceus.

N.W. C SBEw E w ] - Twspm, -
i
i
i
Iy

Q..w“ 29,999 — .WOIMEO — IN K. by Calm, R e ESenerally clowded.

24,1 30.071 29,964 | 30.002 871 N. L. alm. Calm, | — fOva tiltucon A tern. el ?r .Zi Fine-

25,| 29.919 29.860 | 29.864 86| Calin. | Calm. | Calm | — |“homai, " W e Stshorss
3 <) o . 90 AT . h | A_ R h

26,1 29.68 29,383 | 29.470 96| E. by N. | E. N, .1 Calm. & Jsprriwoneardy all Ay, n 1 o 10 P

¢+ JOvereast, ;..:,,«._c.:r?_:;...

961 .97 .9 _ 937 Cabn.
ST 80 T2 S2{W. S WL
911 687 .80 821 N.W.

)\ n ﬁ
..ﬁ 3 Nv sz _. 2 Gen, r::::.... Slight gnow 3107 jme,
8. S, Wy .:JL./ 2.3] — [ Fine, Aurors, S 1o midnight.,
..4 5« _ WN W [ 0.2 frurorsillsum, Dens, cird a: day.,.

29.231| 2928
29,091 28.160

29,1 29.390 29,790 29.584

30| 29.774] ¢ — — SV aebase — | — | 831 89) — 1 — | Calm. !H.hy N — Jpenscly clouded all day, "~ -
31,1 29.8307 29.133] 20,298 29.247 26.0 {31.6 |.173) 214 122" 147 .92} 93| 86| SOJE.N.E.; E wsw.a.s « ferdism. St €3t Wsie
o ia 3¢ : O . o TR 8 I oax H : . » nean temp, of this day wos.
Mean| 29.681] 29 630 | 20.665 |29.6657] 25.69; .w_ 352650, 27.41] .189] 155 152 139 901 . s: S5 851 1 2.5 | T e tavsest omere al H..N.aw:. o 1540
J - Temperature Jununry, Rain, . Wind, . Snavi ..
Baromerer, 30.295at 9a.m, ou 191k, Propurtivn of Wi ffom each Quarter--~ { Y Mean.| Max, (M w::.;.._/c Days,: Inches, | Winds, o.___:m _S 1Dy in
da, 29,021 At pam. on 51k 7. W, é,. 17,7 | 36,30 [—18.6 | 65,371 4 : T I
Highest Temperature, 5121 onlst, 4 pm 169 W 25,5 64 | st 2 Bt Th
Lauwest R § I N1 ::_.. at7un, M R S v Cih. 278 41.9 47,6 | 5 o of
frin., #3.03—Mean Min, Thern., 20,61 : 52 | _m_.f.. ..... 98,756 | +18 | 636 | 6 4§20 12y
a_.u 32 i hie 2::_ 9. 2 b H,S};. fi, § Obser,, s3SI ) 20,65 -1.2 62.6 M 450 18 I
1 : . — from noan BL to 6 am 2241, an 8th. at 5k :: P, oo (1845, .. 26.6S ~0.2 |- 46.9 w N _._::..—% 456 B4~
31° B irom 0 sm to 2 pm Hts [ z._i 1811~ tre, 1,96 s, 1546, .0 26,10 —1,3 | 46.3 © 6 2,335 |, 463 0} e
du, 28th, 0,01 s [ X5 RN aé.,ﬁ —~2.9 | 458 ” .1 n.:a; 498 i A4
1348 11,4 c».c T 2,235 L4390 | 1S5 | o.ua w ¢~ 1.7

I Meveary, or the proportion of the fz.:a::, sure due E:.. u_amn_:.«.
buars to the quuntity the aire is eapable of sustai ting lemperature, sat tion’ _F_:: represented by
—1 he Means enlered are the Means _#. 24 :._:, Uhse s, feom 6, 2,m.;to 6, am.—The quantity of’ z.:s 38:&.:
1 _,: .,-a: u . The two «:_{..a it il on Sunbdays are not incindad hiany ol the means.. -~

ntions of ‘December, DECEMBER, 17th, 4h to 13h, m::; moderute, 33,3 S...Fe 19th,,

Tengion of 5:65.1 i » elastic lovee olthe 1= Vapour i the »._5:,1_2... at eitch Observa

m _E: f lousx .

is noted at §, a,m,~~ O g
_MAGNETIOC DISTURBANCES.—The Mugnetic Disturbunces
13% to 2, 1k, very givat, 37 427,5 of dect 2

+ Ran i

e c: the Iat, Fimc. 2d, 0, 130 ; ::_ 0. ~cc, 15th, 0,530 ; 26th, c Tw 5 294, 0, ecc. syt oflec:ﬂ:u;ﬁm. 1 6th, not apprecinble,



