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E PRESBYTERITAN.

OCTCBER, 1867.

38 NE of the first steps tahen
by our reformning fore-
fathers in Scotland was
the originating of a plan of
general education for the whole
people left in ignorance by the
Romish Church, which was
displaced by the entrance of a
purer light. In the first Book
of Policy, published in 1560, it was laid

cates of the severance of secular from relic
gions teaching was sometimes met with, but
so little sympathy did thdir opinlons mect
with from the people of Scotland, that,
practically, it mnight be said thorough unani-
mity existed. After that period, however,
the more violent of the seceders, and who it
may be said in passing had been most violent
in support of the claims of the church of Scot-
land befure they withdrew from communion
with her, insistcd that the control and

down that ‘‘cvery several Kirk, should | oversight of these schools should be taken

have one schovlmaster appointed™ and in
the second Bouk of Policy or Discipline in
© 1578, the matter was again urged. Many
schools were erected in consequence, but it
was not till 1616 that an act was passed by
the Privy Council directing that a schuol
should be established in every parish, with
a schoolmaster to be paid by the parishion-
ers. Tkis act was ratified by the Scotch
Parliament in 1633. In 1646 provision
was made for the maintenance of school-
masters, an act rescinded at the Restoration,
but ewbodicd after the Revolution in the
act of 1696, the proper Parochial School
Act, by which heritors were bound to esta-
blish a school and provide for a school
master where that had not been =already
done. In 1803 a supplementary act was
passed for dividing large and straguling
parishes, and for appointing two or more
schoolmasters. Besides these parochialschool
there were schools of the Education Com-
mittee and of the Socicty for propagating
Christian Knowledge, connccted with the
Church of Scotland, and burgh, private and
denominational schouls, many of the prisate
schools being partly endowed, and undcr
the direct supervision of the Presbytery
within whose buunds they were situated.
Up to the time of the sccession in 1843
no complaint was made of any hardship
being experienced by any class, from the
fact of the schouls beiny largely under the

l

out uf the hands of Presbyterics and the gros-
sest exageerations were mude use of to shew
the necessity for this step being taken.
Tlese misstatements bave not been without
their «ffect, and in spite of the undoubted
pruofs of the general diffusion of a sound
and uscful education threughout Scotland,
figures, based on the most erronevus data,
have been employed to prove that the cre-
dit hitherto claimed by the Scotch has been
founded upon illusion. One method em

pluyed, is tv assume the age at which chil-
dren should be at school, as being from five
1o fiftcen—ten years, the schools meant being
the parish and clementary schouvls. The
shghtest reflection will show the fallacy of
this caleulation, asin these schools,the atten-
dance in which is mainly composed of those
whose purents are of the least wealthy part
of the populution, itis evidently entirely
out of the question that pupis can
remain for ten years, those who intend
to pursuc their studies farther being
removed to more advanced schools, and the
children of the more wealthy are many of
them sent to boarding schools and institu-
tions not included in the returns of the
schools now under review. Taking this
into cunsideration, then, itis satisfactory to
find by the Report of the “ Commissioners
appointed to inquire iwto the schools in
Scotland™ a synopeis 0 which is gives in
the North British Review for June last, that

supervision of the Church of Scutland.  An | there is 1 in every 6. 5 of the whole popula-

occasivnal murmur from ome of the advo-

tion un the roll of some school and1in 7.9
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in actual attendance. The proportion in
some districts is much larger,being 1 in 4, the
great deficiency being in the Highland dis-
tricts, a fact easily accounted for when it is
considercd how widely scattered the popu-
lation is, and how poor the people are, so
much so that many of the schools would
require tosupply food to the scholars as well
as education.

The report, which it must be remem-
bered is drawn up by commissioners com-
posed of different religivus denominations,
three belonging to the Free Church (one
being the procurator) and three to the
United Presbyterians, contains a striking
confirmation of the truth of statistics lately
published, which showed that the Church
of Scotland had at least 300,000 adherents
more in Scotland than all the other Pres-
byterian bodies added together.

In the different elementary schools, out
of the total number of scholars those of the
Church of Scotland .nd the two leading
seceding bodies of Presbyterians are thus
given in the Commissioners’ Report.

Ch. of Scot. F.C. v.P.

Parish Schools......... 47,161 14,486 7,462
Gen. Assembly Schools.. 18,000 5,000 2,700
Free Church Schools.... 10,000 28,000 3,000
Other Schools.........39,000 19,000 12,000
114,161 69,486 25,162

The proportion in these schools is thus
seen to be 114 belonging to the Church
of Scotland, as compared with 94 for the
other two bodies. The same proportion
holding good in the higher grades of
Schools and superior institutions of learn-
ing, the number stated, which was arrived
at by a perfectly independent process, will
be more than confirmed.

That the Parochial, and indeed all the
Presbyterian, schools in Scotland have been
practically undenominatiopal, is evident
from a further cxamination of the statis-
tics furnished in the Report. In the dif
ferent Presbyterian schools there are 12,215
Roman Catholic children, and the right
of the parent to determine the character
of his children’s relizious instruction has
always been fully admitted, this fact being
sufficiently apparent from the attendance
of Roman Catholic children. .

Notwithstandinz the advantages attend-
ing the Presbyterian scheols in Scotland,
the Commissioners conceive that there are
certain grave defects in the whole system
which call for a complete revision. It
would occupy tuo much of our space to
go into these in detail, and to such as
desire further information on the subject
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we would refer to the article from which
the figures we have givenare derived * But
we may briefly refer w0 some of the les-
sons to be drawn from the conclusions
of the Commissioners with respect to the
future government of schools in Scotland,
and apply them to the school system in
Lower Canada. In Scotland the people
are essentially Presbyterian iu, at least, a8
great proportion as the inhabitants of Lower
Canada are Roman Catholic. There is
this marked difference, that there all sects
and creeds can associate in one school,
without the slightest uncasiness being felt
that the religious convictions of any oue
will be tampered with, On the other hand
it is impossible for a Protestant to send
his children to a Roman Catholic school,
uniess he is prepared to have them trained
in the peculiar creed and dogmas of a
church against which the very name he
bears shows he protests. Yet by this re-
port it is recommended that all schools to
be entitled to a grant of public money must
become National Schogls, from which the
denominationa! clement is to be completely
climinated: To these alone is it recom-
mended to give a share of the school funds,
whether these are derived from imperial or
local taxation. Ali other schools are sim-
ply to be considercd as denominational
schools, to be supported by the sccts to
which they belong. The National Schools
are to be inspected by any inspector duly
appointed, whatever may be has religion,
and every teacher must hold some certifi-
cate of competency. By referring to for-
mer articles in the Presbyterian on the
subject of Kducation in Lower Canada, it
will be seen that the views we have re-
peatedly expressed arc substantially em-
budied 'in the suggestions of the Commis-
sioners. We pointed out that the Roman
Catholic schools, entitled Common schools
asa blind.are merely denominational schools
and ought to be treated as such. That a
complete change of the law, if necessary,
should be made to sccure a proper national
system, with the right of admission to every
child into theschools, the right of conscicoee
being respected.  That no teacher, male or
female, pricst, ornun, or laic. should be al-
lowed to take charge of a school without a
proper diploma, and that no grant should
be made to any clementary schoolin which
these conditions are not complied with. Un-

* Report on Scotch Education, pages 263 to
282,  American Reprint of the North British
Reviac for Juno 1867,
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til changes analogous to those proposed to } as that which will be found elsewhere iu

be made in Scutland are brought into ope-

this month’s issue; and as the subject has

ration here, we can look for no improve- | been brought so prominently under notice,
ment. There, according even to the Com- | we feel called upon to offer two or three

missioners, they are asked for only for the :
|
|
!

purpose of producing uniformity and, as a
consequence, greater efficiency. Here they
are absolutely required to enable us to de-
rive the slightest benefit from the lurge
amount yearly spent without any apprecia-
ble resuit. ‘That Roman Catholic parents |
themselves feel the evils of the preseut mis- |
management is well known to all who hav |
an opportunity of becoming acqyuainted

with their real sentiments, and were it not
for the thraldomin which sv many of them
are held, the namber of those attending
the non Catholic schuuls, large as it is
proportionately, would be indefinitely in-
creased. The movement for the promotion
of Protestant education in Lower Canada,
against which we argued at the time the
Association was formed, has already borne
the only fruits that could have been espect-

observations both on the case itself and on
“ Presbyter’s” remarks on the subject.

As  Renfrew " observes, it was scarcely
safe for * Presbyter” to make a couple of
“ Memoranda ” from the Synod’s Minutes

' the ground of so sweeping a censure as he

pronounced upon the Presbytery’s action.
- Presbyter ” must know that these memo-
randa are not part of the church’s record
at all - they are just notes or jottings of
events furnished to the Synod Clerk by
Presbytery Clerks upon their own respon-
sibility. and without any attestation;
and it is as absurd to found an accusation
upon one of these memoranda as it would
be for a judge to pronounce an opinion upow
a law by merely reading the marginal refe-
rences and provisos. These memoranda are
headings or résumés, but they do not pretend
toexhibit the full bearings of the points sum-

ed. The name was taken advantage of to | wed up. From what “Renfrew” says, we

urge claims on behalf'of the Roman Catho- |
lics in Upper Canada, which would have
been otherwise untenable, and to gain
privileges which they had no right to de-
mand. The duty of all who seek by means
of education, to raisc the population of
Lower Canada to a higher level than that
on which it now stands, is to demand from
the Legislature a National System of Com-

mon Schools and to be satisfied with noth- |

ing short of this.

A E think it unfortunate that
% our correspondent * Presby-
ter * should have brought,
in the last number, the
Presbytery of Renfrew case
to the light of day. It is
indeed remarkable that it
should not have been pub-
licly commented upon be-
fore, but we conceive that
a proper and delicate regard to the feel-
ings of some who werc decply affected by
the case prompted silence. It is a pity
the same silence has not continued to be
observed ; the public discussion of it can
do no good now but will only awaken
painful feclings that by this time were
probably nigh lulled to slecp, and open
afresh wounds that had beguu to heal. It
could nut be Lut that the caustic remarks

of  Presbyter " should call forth a rejoin- |

s

!

learn that Mr. McMorine's defection from
the ministry in our Church wasbased upon
far stronger and more important grouuds
than merely doubts as to the Secriptural
authority and validity of the Presbyterian
form of church government. We know
from other sources that he has renounced
some of the more prominent doctrines, we
shall not say of Presbyteriun belief, but
also of the xxxix Articles, and has espoused
views regarding them which are held in
abomination even by great multitudes of

1 Evangelical Episcopalians.

Instead of presuming, in the absence of
full information on the subject, everything
to be in favour of the young minister who
has seceded, and everything to be against
the Presbytery, he might have presumed
from the fact that no appeal had been taken
from or dissent recorded against the action
of the Presbytery that they had good grounds
for taking the course they did; as it is
hardly couceivable that any Presbytery as
a whole should be carried away by senti-
ments of high churchism or any other feel-
ing adverse to calm justice. The unani-
mity of the Presbyteryin the matter shows
that they felt the case to be a grave one,
dewanding a grave remedy.

But above all « Presbyter ™ should have
been satisfied at least as to the reg=7~-ity
of the Presbytery’s action from the fact
that the Synod as a Court of Review saw
nothing to blome in what had been done.

de- from the Presbytery of Renfrew, such . Thelynx-cyed “Committec on Records” is
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20t wont to be so slow to pounce on any ir- |
regularities in procedure that Presbyteries

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

ment given to the Ministers who seceded
from the Church of Scotland in 1843, un-

are guilty of, as that they should have let | fairly into the controversy. The cascs are

slip so fine an opportunity for fuult-finding,
if the Presbytery of Renfrew had tripped,

not parallel. We know what deplorable
silly vapourings many of these disruption

yet here is their deliverance—* that the = Ministers uttered against the church of

Records of the Presbyteries of Ottawa,

their fathers, that church that had bred

Kingston, Renfrac, and Montreal have | and educated them; but wealso know that

Leen carefully and correctly kept.” If the

the whole movement was political rather

Synod, whicl is supposed tv converge iuto , than religious, and that it involved no dif-
a focus all the learning aud prudence of | ference us to doctrine or theory of govern-
our church, was satisied, thee “Presby- | ment, but only as to adwministration.

ter " as a gowd Presbyter, should be silent.

Besides, ** Presbyter " hasfurnished luwe

for the case himself, when he tells us that
the Presbytery of Toronto once did the
same thing. It is true the Presbytery of
Edinburgh in the case of Marshall took a
different course, but, when there were two
precedents each pointing in a different di-
rection, the Presbytery could only follow
that one which seemed most in accordance
with their vwn views of right and espe
diency. And according to one of our regu-
laritions a precedent in the Colonial Church
is of more value fur us than a precedent in
the Church of Scotland, as we follow the
practice of the church at home only in
those things for which we have no rules or
precedents of our own; and “ Presbyter "
has assigned no reuson other than his own
aseertion why the precedent of the action
of the Toronto Presbytery in a somewhat
similar case “ is vpe which it became them
to shun, rather than imitate.” .
Moreover it is unfair for * Presbyter”
to drag the Church of Iingland into the
controversy at all. The Presbytery of
Renfrew had nothing to do with the
Church of England. They were called
upon to deal with one of their owa number
for certain views he pronvunced inconsis-
tent, as they thought, with his contioning
to be recugnised by them as entitled to con-
tinue to hold the position he had held, and
as they had given him that position, they
had no difficulty in thinking they could
take it from him. It was nothing to them
whut he might think of becoming after-
wards: he might become a Mormon or
a Buddbist, and they had no right to make
any remarks. They cannot be therefore
justly charged with desiring to unchurch
the Church of England by their action,
because it happens that after his deposition
he has been admitted to orders in that
Church. Iustead of the inference being
fair that they wished to unchurch that

church, it was be who desired to unchurch
them. * Presbyter” also brings the treat-

" Neither could the Free Church Ministers

accuse the cstablished Church Ministers of
departure from the doctrines of the pure
church, nor could the established church
Miaisters retort upon them—and Ministers
and people passing from one section to the
other were admitted ad cundum statum, 8o
that there was really both ministerial and

i church communion between them, although
i as in all family feuds they were bitter in

proportion as they were nearly related.

The case of Dawson is still less to the
point; for the Presbytery of Guelph, not
London, had no official notice that he was
going into the mnistry of the Canada Pres-
byterian Church, and when he resigued the
charge of Kincardine, he asked for a Pres-
byterial certificate, which was granted in
due form, and there is nothing to hinder
his presenting himself yet to any of our
Presbyteries to be reccived. If he has
joined another Presbyterian body he has
not dishonoured cither his ordination or his
license, let alone his baptism. :

As to the effect the action of the Pres-
bytery had upon the health of the late
venerable father of the seceding miuister,
it was scarcely safe for ““Presbyter” to spec-
ulate, in the absence of information, merely
from the proximity of the two cvents he
allades to. So sensible a man as he would
naturally thiok that since his son virtually
deposed hiwmself, the greater misfortune, it
was of little consequence that he should be
deposed by the Presbytery, which was a
smaller calamity. And we can casily con-
ceive what ¢ Renfrew’ says to be true,
that Mr. J. K. McMorine himself felt it
no such hardship, as part of * Presbyter's”
letter would lead us to suppose, to  have
been deposed by his guondam brethres.
Inasmuch as in his view they had no power
to confer ordination, it would naturally ap-
pear to him a small matter that they should
seck to withdraw what they never had
given.

Butwhilst we think “Presbyter” hasbeen
more screre than just towards the Presby-



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

tery, the tone of his communication almost
pointing to the belief that they are to be
held responsible for Mr. McMoriuce's defee-
tion, and whilst we think their action can
be defended on every ground, as perfectly
legitimate, and as showing a refreshing
confidence in our own standards at a time
when there is so much recreancy to thum
amongzst our people, we nevertheless agree
with ¢ Presbyter " to the extent of believ-
ing that the Presbytery of Renfrew would
have acted cqually as wiscly in merely de-
claring their seceding Lrother no longer a
minister of our Church. We have seen
that the Synod expressed no disapproval of
the course taken; but we believe if they
had taken that suzeested by Presbyter it
would have cqually passed unchallenged.
We regre’. their action, chicfly for the reason
that whet they did was the very thing that
wus likely not only tv be most agrecable to
the young man hiwself. as is eviduoi frow.
the fact that he took, us is reported, the
unprecedentedly bold  course of being
present to hear sentence of deposition ; but
also to admivister to the morbid state of
view and feeling he was inat the time, very
much to his injury. Ile would naturally
cxperience somcthing of the feelings of a
martyr in submitting to pass through
what secmed to others a trying ordeal.
We know the nature of Mr. McMorine's
mind well, and we give him credit for
wreat honesty. We feel satisfied that no
unworthy motive led him to take the step
he did take. But we regret the course he
has taken all the more on this account, be-
cause, we believe that under different cir-
cumstances his mind would never have
taken the dircetion it did. Depressingsocial
and ecclesiastical circumstances guided his
wind into chaunels unuvatur.? to it ; but
had 1t been his fortune to be placed in cir-
cumstances more favourable tv the develop-
ment of his mental and social tendencices,
we feel satisfied that Mr. McMorine would
still have been a minister of our Church,
and toat his devotion, piety and zcal would
have reflected much honour upon her. But
thrown much inty the sceiety of one better
skilled in the literatare of the prelatical
side of the question than he was in that
of his own, 3 mind so ingenucus as his
could not do otherwise than adopt opin-
ions and argumeats he could nct refute.
When we say that Colenso, baffied by a
Zulu chicf, did the same, and that a
Christian Baptist Missionary in India,

when outdone in controversy bya Brahmin, |

felt called upon to become a Hindoo, we do
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not wish to disparage the new views Mr,
McMorine has adepted, nor to reflect upon
cither his character or his intellectual
l capacity, both of which we hold in high es-

teem. What we have to regret is the fact
; stated by * Renfrew ™ that Mr. McMorine

did not sce fit to consult with any of his
old friends, but took it for granted that he
{ was sufficiently acyuainted with the merits
. of the Presbyterian side of the question to
decide for himself.  This was his fatal er-
ror, but it is the error every such defaulter
commits from the Plymouth brother up-
wards : instead of consulting with those who
should naturally guide them, they hold
parley only with these secking to under-
wine their attachment to their church and
creed. It is true he consulted with his
father, than whom no one was better quali-
Jvd to give good advice, and who was a
Presbyterian from honest conviction as well
as from being born of a Cameronian mo-
ther. But it would appear as if he had
been almost committed to the course he
afterwards took before opening his mind
to his father, and besides a certain degree
of ubstinucy, shall we call it, in his nature.
which he may have mistaken for truthful
independence, would lead him to be jealous
of any show of authority in the matter of
relicivus belief) his father might exercise.
So that, perhaps. it had been better if he
had consulted any other competent person
than one of whose authority he would be
suspicivus, as if it might interfere with his
finding the truth.

Besides he, like others, may have expected
fron. the thurch more than it promises.
Instead of secking spiritual satisfaction and
joy in a nearer individual relation to the
Saviour, they seek it in the social aspect
of Christianity, and the church which does
not satisfy their longings is set down as lach-
ing in the qualitics of a true church. Every
church in succession is tried by them until
like Newman, who is the very type of the
class, they have to land where he landed,
as their dernicr ressort, but only to be dis-
appointed in it as they had been in all the
other ceelesiastical refuges in which they had
at different times .custed.  3Ie who on the
other hand derives Lis spiritual life and joy
frum an individual and personal commuunion
with Jesus, will not he moved or dismayed
by blemishes in the working of churches,
Knowing that the Lord hath decreed that for
the present, the tares and the wheat are to be
allowed to grow together.

In conclusion, we have so much faith
, both in the supcriority of our own creed
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and forms, as tried both by seripture and

common scnse, and in the ingenuousness of

Mr. McMorine's mind, that we believe if he
had read and studied such books as Shield's
«« Book of Common Prayer Revised,” and
Dr. Crawford's little work on the compara-
tive merits of Episcopacy and Presbytery,
he would not have taken the position he oc-
cupies to day. These are both liberal and
liberaliziag books, making every reasonable
concession to episcopacy, candour that is
never reciprocated by writers on the other
side. Now what we want is intelligent ad-
herents, not merely those that inherit a
reverence for the traditional zloriesof the
Scottish Reformation. Superadded to this re-
verence we should like to sce a firm attach-
ment based upon a thorough consideration of
both systems. When this is don¢ we have no
fear for the result; and men like Mr. McMor-
ine,whose mind isintenselyreal but narrosw in
proportion as it is deeply real, would be saved
tous., Very likely he had been before too se-
vereaPresbyterian. But anarrow foundation
is dangerous : it is no matter how deep the
wall runs into the ground if it is too narrow
for the superstructure that is to be raised
upon it, it will topple and fall when a suffi-
cient blast comes to try it; but a wider
foundation, though not so deep, will give
greater sceurity. We commend the fore-
mentioned volumes to all, both ministers
and people, and we are persuaded that they
will arise from the perusal more confirmed
Presbyterians than they were before read-
ing them, as they will learn that everything
in the service of the Church of- England
of which the adherents of that church are
proud, owes its origin to Presbyteriun
sources.

HILE injunctions of Sy-
nods and Presbyteries
are too often treated

cavalicrly by those to whom
they arc addressed, itisto be
feared that recommenda-
tions may be entirely lost
sight of. From the minutes
of the last meeting of Synod we extract
the following, and ask for it the serious
attention of all the ministers and office-
bearers of the Church :

# The Synod recommend congregations in all
cases, where practicable, to adopt the calendar
year in computing their financial accounts,
urge congregations to prepare and print annual
reports ; and sanction the introduction of print-
ed schedules, and visitation from house to house
in making collections for the several Schemes.”

THE PRESBYTERIAN,

We have a word to say about the last-
named suggestion—the schedule system
Some years experien e of it inScotland has
proved it to be a vist improvement over
the old plan of sim)ly annovncing collec-
tions from the pulpit. We sympathise
with ministers who object to converting
their pulpits into * begging boxes,” and we
feel satizfied that the result sought for will
be more eusily and fully accorplished by
adopting a uniform and systematic piun
worked by the lay members of the Church.
We have not seen the schedules in use in
Scotland. A form, however, which appears
very suitable for our Church was brought
under the notice of Synod at its last meet-
ing. On one side of a small slip of paper
is given a short statement of the nature
and object of the several Schemes. The
other side is divided into columns for dol-
lars and cents, under headings for the diffe-
reat Schemes with this statement—* The
undersigned desires to contribute for the
Schemes the sums herein specified, and au-
thorizes the duly appointed collector to
call quarterly for the sum mentioned in
the last column.” To those who are at zll
impressed with the duty and privilege of
contributing, as God has blessed them for
Christian work, this mode of doing it must
seemn reasonable, There is no special plead-
ing; no reference to what others may have
given; no hint as to how much one ought
to give; no insinuations follow that what
is given is too small. The system only im-
plics that this little slip of paper be put
into the hands of each member of a congre-
gation, with a kind request that it receive
the prayerful consideration of the recipient,
and when filled up, that it be returned to
the officer appointed to receive it.  Oncea
year only the ministers need speak from
the pulpit about the Schemes of the Church:
once in three months members of the Lay
Association —for the system hnplics such an
agency—would call upoen subscribers for
their voluntary offering. We are glad to
learn that several congregations bave al-
ready determined to give this method a fair
trial. We are desired to state that sche-
dules will be forwarded, post free, on ap-
plication to the Church Agent, or to Jobhn
Creighton, Esq., printer, Kingston, at the
rate of 25 cents per 100.

We insert with pleasure the following ¢x-
tractsfroma letter recently received by Prin-
cipal Snodgrasfrom Rev. C.I. Cameron,
who it will be remembered, studied at
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Queen's College, and having been ordained
in Scotland reccived an appointment from
the Church of Scotland’s Indian Mission
Committece. The letter is dated Malabar
Hill, Bombay, 24th July, 1867.

My Canadian friends sometimes woader, I
suppose, why I don’t send, if not glowing ac-
couats, at least tolerably interesting missionary
letters. The fact is, that while there i3 an
overwhelming amount of work to be doune in
Tndia, there i3 very little to be said ahout it.
We could take all the missionaries that Europe
and America c.n spare, and find abundance of
work for them all. But I don’t suppose many of
them would have much to say for a long time.
The pres»nt process seems to me like the works
that are going on just ouw in reclaiming Black
Bay from the sea. A vastamuvuntof material is
throwa into the Bay before any effectis visible.
Themission work, as it i3 now pursued in India,
i3 bzcoming more and more . work of preparation:
than of conversion. Isolated cases of conver-
sion are lost to the missionaryand to the funds
of missions, as showing that the wisdom of man
is foolishness, but the Gospel of Jesus Christ
is the power of God unto salvation as it was in
days of old. But such conversions have very
little effect in India upon the mass of the peo-
ple. Humaoly judgiong, they rather retard thao
hasten the period of general or universal con-
version of the people, by frightening away the
people, at least, for a time, from the means of
conversion. When a native bacomes a convert
he i3 at once cut off from any friends, even the
dearest. Heis outcast and looked upon even
with greater aversion than a European is. [
have known converts whose mothers conld see
them only by steaith. Converts are thus cut
off entirely from all influences in the conversion
of their countrymen except what is open to
strangers. There are some exceptions of course,
where nsatural affection prevails over this terri-
ble blind fanaticism, but this truly represents
the general position of the icolatel convert.

Itis now widely felt among wmissionaries that
the system which is best calcalated to succeed,
with God's blessing, i3 not that of taking out
individuals from the great mass,—breaking off
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crowds here and there—but 8o influenciag the
people as a whole, or in large communities, that
their prejudices mnay be broken down, their
minds enlightened, aud thus their hearts pre-
pared to receive the Gospel. If this be first
accomplished, individunl cuses of conversion
will have a wider influence, and individual
converts exert & more powerful personal influ-
ence.

This i3 what we are trying to do in Mission
Schools,nnd you will understand thatitis a long,
tedious process, more calculated to bear fruit
in the future than in the present, and trying
severely the faith of all who cume to Jadia with
the expectation that they are to see many con-
verts. Thank God, I have perfect confidence 1n
this work, I would be willing and happy to
work all my life, without secing much fruit of
my labour, if God so pleased. But I dunt think
we are juastified, from present appearances, to
put the end so fur off.

You will understand then how there i3 nothing
romantic, nothing even very interesting to the
generality of people in the kind of work that |
am engaged iu.

I cawe here from Madras in the beginning of
January, to take the place of dr. Forbes who
bad to return to Scotland on account of ill
health, and I havesince been ploddiog on, every
day but the repetition of the last. We harve
now a large school with more than 400 on the
Roll. There has been a steady increase for the
last few months. The boys are in different
stages, from the class learniag the alphabet to
that preparing for matriculating in the Bombay
University. We have a staff of eleven teachers,
the teacher of the matriculation class being a
trained Normal School student from Edinburgh.

A great deal of time is devoted every day to
purely sccular teaching, Arithmetic, Grammar,
Geography, Writing, Mathematics. But a por-
tion of tite is set apart every day at the open-
ing of the schoul for devotional exercises, and
a3 & generai rule every class has one hour daily
given t) religious instruction. The result of
this is most manifest, not only in the gradual
Jndermining of the fuith of the boys in their
own hideous system, but also in impressing
theic minds with Christian truths.®

Hetos of our Chure.

HE following circular has
been issued by the Tem-
poralitics Board, aud we
commend it to the carnest
attention of iministers and
members.  This is the great
scheme of our Church, and we
hope to hear that the appeal
here made has been liberally
responded to:
Montreal, 1st Scptember, 1867,
Revp. Sir,—As instructed by the Synod of

our Church, I beg to remind you that the An-
nual Collection fur the Home Mission Scheme

is appointed to be taken up in all the Churches
on the first Sabbath of October. As it very
much depends on the success of this collection,
whetlier the Board .or the management of the
Fuad will be able to meet in full the Deccmber
pavment of all the ministers, ag they carnestly
desire to dou, you will please to bring to the
notice of your congregation, the importance
aud nccessity of thuar cootinued Jiberality in
aid of this Scheme.

The amount of the collection will be consi-
dered as absolutely at the disposal of the Board,
towaids the general Fund, and in no way con-
nected with the aunual payment to the ™ ind
enj ined by Synud, so that in making remit-
ta s at this time, with the intention of hav-
ing the same credited to the congregation, as
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part, or in whole, of the Fifty Dollars enjoined
by Synod, you will please to make special inti-
mation thereof, that there may be no misunder-
standing.

Leave of absence having been granted to the
Secretary, Mr. William R. Croil, en acconnt of
hig health, you are requested until further wo-
tice, to address letters and remittances to

Jaxes Crou, Esq.,

Morrisburgh, P. of Ontario.
Huch Autay,

Chairman Temporalilies' Buard

PRressYTERY OF O1Tawa.—The Presbytery of
Ottawa met, according to adjournment, in St.
Andrew’s Church, on Wednesday, the 1%th
July, and having appointed Dr. Spence Modera-
tion pro tem., was duly constituted.

Sederuat—.\. Spence, D.D., Moderator, pro
tem., James Sioclair, James Seiveright, J B.
Mullan, and J. C. Smith, Ministers,

Mr. Elias Mullan having compeared was exa-
mined on the same subjects presented at last
wecting. The Presbytery having heard his
trial, and having taken a conjunct view of the
whole, declared themselves satisfied with the
qualifications of Mr. Mullan, and agreed that
he should be licensed accordingly to preach the
gospel.

The questions appoioted to be put to such as
are to be licensed were put to him, and he gave
satisfuctory answers to the same. Also,
the Act against Simoniacal praciices was
read to him, and he judicially subscribed the
Formula to the forementioned Act. By all
which he came under the engagements to the
doctrine. worship, discipline, and Presby-
terian form of Church government of this
Church contained in the said Act, gquestions
and Formula. Whereupon the Presbytery did
license Mr. Mullan to preach the gospel and
exercise his gifts as probationer for the holy
ninistry, and instructed their clertk to grant
him an extract of License when called for.

The Presbytery held its regular quarterly
meeting in St. Andrew’s Church, Otlawa, ou
Wednesday,the 11th day of September. The Rev.
Jas. Sievenght, B. A.. was ¢lected Moderator
for the currentyear.

Commissions from L'Orignal and Hawkesbury,
Buckingham and Cumberland, were read and
sustained.

The Moderstor asked whether the Presbytery
had met 1n Richmond, pro te nata, according to
advertisement. In reply to this question, Mr.
Smith stated, that in consequence of there being
only Mr. Sieverightand bimsclf present he could
not constitute.

The Preshytery having agreed to take np the

unfinished business of the pro re nata meeting, it |

was moved by J. C. Swith, scconded by Dr.

Spence, and agreed to.—* That in consequence -

of there not being a quoram of Presbytery ap-
pointed to be held in Richmond, on the evening

e e e e e —— e e~

of the 13th August, the Presbytery do meet .

there on the evening of Tuesday, the 19th inst.,
for the purpose of hearing Mr. J. Mullan's trials,
preparatory to ordination.”

Mr. Dobbin, being present, read a report of
bis labours as a Catechist, during the summer

l
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months, in South Gower and Mountain, which
was received and approved of.

Dr. Spence lLaving made some statements
anent church extension in the City of Ottawa.
It was moved by Mr. Ferguson, seconded by
Mr. Sinclair, and agreed to.—That inasmuch
as it is very desirable that a congregation
should be formed in the castern part of the city
of Ottawa, the clerk is hereby instructed to
communicate with the Colonial Com. regarding
the appointnent of a licentate to act as inis-
sionary in this locality, and that in the event of
this appointment heing successful, the congre-
gution (o be formed he urged to contribute as
much as possible towards refunding the money
expended, in this case, by the Colonial Com-
mittee.”

PuespyTERY 0f REaprzw-—The Presbytery of
Reutrew met ia Aroprior on the 10th instant.
The principal business before the court was
bearing the report of Nininn B. Renick, the cate-
chist empleyed in Douglas, and providing for
the future of that charge.

This congregation consists mainly of three
stations : Admaston, Douglas and Scotch Bush.
In Admaston are 20, in Douglas 15, and in
Scot~h Bush 8 0ld Kirk Presbyterian families,
but this number might be largely increased. At
one station, Admaston, one of the memoers of
Presbytery on the first Subbath in September,
dispensed the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to
75 communicants. Admaston is distaut from
Scotch Bush 11 miles, from Douglas 8, while
Donglas and Scotch Bush are seven miles apart,
the three forming a triaugle. When Mr. Renick
left, the ordinary Subbath attendance was, in
Adwaston 175 to 200, in Scoteh Bush 59 to 60,
and in Douglas 50 to 70.

This is a good ticld for @ young man whe
wishes to do good work for the master. In this
field he will find a warm hearted, generous,
carnest people.  The field hitherto has not
been worked judiciously, ar d. until this summer,
it has not appeared what it is capable of beine
made,  The Catechist employed last summer,
did much to consolidate the congregation, un
it is now in & much healthier state than it has
cver been.  As a proof that they appreciated his
Inbours, the congregation paid him at a rate con-
siderably abov. the ordinary rate of $100 per
annum paid 1o catechists. He has left, but let
& pastor be now found to occupy the ficld, and
soon there would be found & numerous, infinen-
tial and warmly attached congregation, and no
matter what our church agent may say, he
would not be left to starve in any Upper
Ottawa Courty. Who will come to the help
of the Lord against the mighty ?

ForuaTioN oF A New CoNGREGATION.—In an-
swer to the prayer of a Pctition numerously
signed, and accompanied by a subscription list
amounting to one hundred and fifty dollurs, the
Presbytery of Ottawa at its mecting in May
last, tormed the Presbyterians ot [ronside into a
Cougregation to be in conunection with Chelsea.

In less than two years, owing to the discos-
cry of the inexhaustible Hull lIron Mines, and
the erection of a smelting furn:ce for the man-
ufacture of iron, the solitary place on the banks
of the Gatineau has become a village of consi-
derable importance. Mir. Sieveright's charge is
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known now as the United Congregations of
Chelsea and Ironside. He officiates in the
moroing and e¢vening at Chelses, and in the
afternvon at Irouside, and also superintends a
Sabbath School at cach place. Messrs. Gilmour
& Co, actuated by a praiseworthy liberality,
not only built a few years ago,fur the benefit of
the Chelsen Congregativn, a handsume Church
and Manse on a site which cannot be surpassed

fur its romantic beauty, bat have since the first !

settlement of o Mimster contributed towards
lus support, the sum of 3200 aunually. There
1s no Church yet at Ironside, but we are
happy to learn that a movement i> now being
made towards the etection of a suitable one.
And judging from the past success wluch has
attended the present Incumbent especially in
that line of labour, from
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addressed by the Rev Messrz Hardin, Dobbin,
Fraser,Youher,Morton and Swith. The addresses
were short and sweet—They were both amu-
sing and interesting. During the intervals
some of the finest authems snd chaunts were
sung most tastefully by Coates’ Choir from
Prescott, who hindly volunteered their services
for the oceasion.  They also ~anyg, during the
course of the day. several uf the choicest glees.

The treasurer announces. that the committee
Liad realized f om the collections of last Sab-
bath, aud the « ntributions of to-day, the hand-

© some sum of about S50, winch, if applied to

the Liberality of

many in connection with the fron Cumpany, .

from Messrs. Gilmour & Co.s ready helping
hand, and frow God's willingness tu bless such
efforts, we are sure thit the Church wili be
carried forward toa speedy and sucvessful com-
pletion,

New Cnuicn AT Manv's Corsgrs —The new
Church at Main's Coruers, Edwardsburgh, in
connection with the Chureh of Scotland, the
corner stone of which was laid on the 15th of
August, 1865, was Jedicated to the worship of
Almighty God on Sabbath the 18th inst,

The Rev. 3 Frasie, Bo AL of St. Mathews,
Montreal, preached at 11 a. m, from -t Kings
Vil 63— No the King and all the Children of
lsracl dedicated the house of the Lord”
The Rev. T. Dobbin, B. A, of South Gower
and Mountain, at 3 p. m, tromn Romans i.1¢
—¢ For T am not azshamed of the Gospel of
Christ,”
of Cumberland and Buckingham, at 7 p.m,
from Genesis xxvii. 17— How dreadful is
this place.”

Mr. Fraser compared the twodedications, and
showed wherein they agreed and wherein they
differed. Mr. Dobbia showed why the Gospel
of Christ should be the grand theme for the
pulpit. and M. Smith closed by giviug several
forcible reasons why we should cherish a
sacred regard for the House of God.

The discourses wers most appropriate for
the occasion, and were delivered in an carnest
and eloguent manner.

The day being fine, the congregation, as might
be expected. was very lurge: the church was
crowded tc overflowing, and many bad to stand
or it outside. The feeling which evidently
pervaded the crowded audicnce was that of
Peter on one occasion when he exclamed—
#Lord, it is good for us to be here,” or like
that of Jacob in the land of Luz—Surely the
Lord is in this place, and I knew it not. And
he was afraid and said, How dreadful is this
place! this is none other but the house of God,
and this i3 the gate of Heaven.

The collections amounted to about $30.

In conncction with the opening of the new
church, as announced by the haad-bills, u
grand Pic-Nic was held in H. Wylie's Grove
on Tuesdey the 20th, for the uencfit of the
building fund.

Refreshments having been served, the au-
dience, amounting to about five hundred, were

And the Rev. J. C. Smith, M. A

| completed.

the debt, will leave only fifty or sixty doliars.
“Gud Save the Queen™ was then sung, after
which Mr. Saith pronounced the bewediction.

St. Asprew’'s Mavse, East WitLiaws.—This
mwo-~t buatiful Manse, than which there is not
# better Parzonage in Canada West, iz now
The several parts of the works
have been remarkably well executed,—the
papering Leing done in a superior style, by Mr.
R. Lewis, of Londou. The building stands in
a good und cheerful ~ituation, and i3 supplied
with abundance of water of the best quality,
while the glebe. under careful cuitivation and
good management, is well adapted to produce
excellent crops of every description. The
manse is really & credit to the congregation of
East Willtumns, and shows that the adherents of
the Church of Scotland there have the right
idea of what a manse ought to be. The cor-
gregation s most willingly snd liberally re-
sponding 1o the call to meet the expenses,
and this shews the very cordial feeling which
exists amoug  the people, and proves their
earnest  desire to make cvery provision for
the comfort of the minister

The Chureh of Scotlaind congregation in East
Williams. is Inrge, respectable, and intclligent,
and is both able and willing to maintain their
minster in a manner suitable to Lis position and
calling.  The plau of the new part of the manse
was drawn by the Rev.J. M. Macleod, and very
creditably executed by Mr. Hioctor Munroe, of
East Williamns.  The total cost of material and
work, incluling painting and papering, and
outhouses, is $51,050. Mr. Macleod heads the
subscription list with $300, all paid up.

PeesesTaTioN—MELROTRNE—The members of
the St. Andrew’s Church biere lately presented
their Minister, the Rer. James McCaul, with a
valuable and very handsowme c. v, in token of
their growing esteem aud attachment for him-
sclf and family.

WINDS0R, A STATION OF THE A, OVE CHARGE.—
The Sabbath School Scholars of this Charch at
their annnal pic-nic, surprised their Superin-
tenient, Mr. Rankin, by presenting him with a
most elegant family Bible, in appreciation of
his long services in that capacity.

Larratin.—Qur people in Montreal are be-
ing called on to aid the St. Andrew's Cougre-
gation of Laprairie in pux."c}msmga house. The
securing of this object will greatly conduce to
hold tugether the scattered Presbyterians in
that Jocality, and it meets with the unanimous
sanction and recommendation of the Presby-

tery.
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The following sums have already been con-
tributed in Montreal:

James S. Hunter, $10, John Frothingham,
$19; Robert Esdaile, $5; Cash, A. C,, $2, J.
L. Morris, $5; A. W. Ogilvie, $3: D. P. Beat-
tie, $1 ; Hugh Allan, $5; Henry McKay, $5;
Andrew Law, $3, Wm. Dow, §5; Mrs. Cowan,
$1; Mrs. Colin Campbell, $2, Charles A. Low,
$5; Afriend, G, S1; Jamos Jack, $2: W. D,
B. Janes, $2; Cash, A. M, $1; J.M. $1; W.
R.C..$1; A. C,, $1:J. Wardlaw, $2. Total,
$735.

IN MEMORIAM-
DEATH OF DUNCAN McPHERSON, ESQ.,
WESTMINSTER, C. W.

From a Correspondent in Scotlan.d,

This gentleman, over whose head the grave
has so recently closed, was anative of Argyle-
shire, Scotland. He was born in the year
1791. Even at an early period of bis life, he
dispiayed greatenergy and vigour of character,
an unusual clearness of intellect, as well asa
singular aptitude for the proper performance
of every duty that devolved upon him. By
strong determination, and firm, active, manly
conduct, he speedily raised himselffroma com-
paratively humble position to a foremost rank
among the men of his own occupation. His
affable manner, his cxcellent sense, his upright
behaviour, no less than his untiring diligence,
rapidly gainced for him the affectionate regard
of the many geztlemen with whom he came in
contact. Not a few leading men still remain
in this country, wi.o take delight inrecounting
the numerous traits of excellence pertaining to
Mr. McPherson s character, in bearing testimony
10 his friendlinesss and genunine warmth of
heart. and in commending the honourable, con-
sistent and gentlemanly bearing which he in-
variably manifested. The intelligence, just
reccived, that hic has finished his earthly career,
has carried sorrow to many a beart; for his
memory is held in grateful remembrance by
all who had the pleasure of being acquainted
with him. Though his great skill and sound
judgment qualificd him in an cminent degree
for giving counscl, for acting the part of arbi-
trator in many a difficult matter, and discharg-
ing oncrous dutics in the interests of the public,
yet his cnergics were not directed inte this
channel alone. He was well versed in the
history of the Church of Scotland, and at all
times exerted himself with zeal in ber behalfl
He was ruling clder in the parish in which he
resided, and among his persenal friends were
numbered some of the ablest and most influcn-
tial Ministers in the Church; whe, when he
left his native land, gave clear evidence of the
respect they entertained for him,

In the year 1847, Mr McPherson, accom-
panicd by a large and highly respectable
family, emigrated to Canada, and seltled in
Westminster, C. W. In consequeace of the
important services which his rare quatifications
cnabied him to render, his departure from the
Jand of bis birth was regarded as a public loss,
Nor in bis new sphere of actien, surrounded as
he was by habits and institulions in many res-
pects unlike thase with which he had been from

his youth familiar. did hia wonted usefolness -
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and activity forsake him. His generous nature,
his strict adherence to truth, his real sympathy
for everything that tended to enhance the wel-
farc of the commr nity, soon secured for him s
large measure of public esteem.

The Presbyterian Church of Canada had in
Mr. McPherson one of hier sincerest and noblest
sapporters in the entire West. Through his
instrumentality the Church of Westminster
was erected, and the congregation organized
that worships in it. In the attainment of this
laud %le object, he, after waniag patiently for
a fitung opportunity, had to surmount difficul-
ties of no ordinary kind. But his ardentlove
for the church of his fathers, so discernible in
his devoted and unwavering attachment to her,
lent him strength to persevere in his undertak-
ing; until, at last, he saw his long-cherished
hopes realized. He likewise lent a willing
heart and band to persons in other parts of the
West, who, actuated by similar motives with
himself, countenanced the claims of the Pres-
byterian Church of Canada, and warmly iden-
tified themselves with herinterests.  Well were
it for the Church of which Mr. McPherson was
so great an ornament, if all her members were
characterized by such purity of life, such self-
sacrificing ecarnestness, and such unfeigned
devotedness to her!

For some time previous to his decease, the
health of this gentleman, whese loss is now so
deeply lamented, began seriously to decline.
Hepes, however, were entertained that, by care-
ful treatment, he might recover his wonted
strength, but the clouds of death were already
gathering. It soon became apparent that the
carthly sojourn of him whose head was white
with the snow of well-spent years, was fast
approaching its end; nor was any onc more
conscious of this solemn truth than himself;
with a calmness, 2 resigaation and a forlitude
rarcly exampled did he await the final summons.
As hie called to mind the years of his carthly
pilgrimage, and took a hurried glance at the
tale they had severally to ¢ as he reflected
on the labours he had done, :ad the successes
he had expericaced he could truly exclaim that
he had not lived in vain, that he had to the ut-
most of his ability improved the talents and
advantages God had given him, and that goed-
ness and merey had surcly followed hitm all the
days of his life. On the 3rd Juae, this worthy
man and exemplary Christian breathed his last.
“ Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from
henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they
may rest fram their Iabours, and their works do
follow them.”

QUEENS UNIVERSITY.

BoarDd oF TRUSTERS.—An adjourned meeting
was held in the Mathematical Room of the Col-
lege on the 4th ult. The scceretary tead min-
utes of former mectings which were sustained.
These contained, among other matters, 8 num-
ber of changes in the Statntes. chicfly such as
were rendered advisable by the altered relation
of the Medical Dejartment. the clection of
Rev Ds.Jenkinsof St. Paul’s, Montreal, inroom
of the late Dr. MacMarine, and James Michic
Esq.. of Toronto. in reom of the late Edward
Malloch Beq., to serve as memters of the Board,
2lso the following minute.
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TWith deep sorrow the members of this Board
find themseives called upon to record the re-
moval of another of their number by death—
aamely the Rev. John McMorine, D.D., of Ram-
say. Dr. McMoriae was clected by the Synod
8 Trustee of Queen's University in 1332,
Having held his seat ever since by re-election,
ue had many opportunities of taking part in
the proceedings of this Board. ‘These oppor-
tunities he embraced with excuplary fidelity,
sbowing great interest in the prosperity of the
Institution, as he brought to bear on the deli-
berations of the Board the weight of his ma-
tared wisdom, excelient christian character,
and high scholarly atininments.

lamenting his death and in symp=thizing with
his bereaved widow and family —and instruct
their sceretary to send an extract of this min-
ute to Mrs. McMorince.

The Principal read a report of the falfilment
by him and Mr. Crui! of theirappointment to
attend the Synods of Nosa Scatia and New
Lronswick, aud confer wath them on the subject
of the Theological Education of Candidaies for
the ministry. Mention was made of the condia
reception they had met with. and the action of
the Synods, which was stated at length, was re-
poried to be veny favourable.

The Principal 1.1 upon the table a printed
copy of the report of tiie Colunial Commattee 10
ke last General Assembly and of 1he deliver-
ance of the Assembly thereon, and called par-
ticular atlcation 10 those portions which reiate
1o the application of tire B:rard fur an additionxl
grAal to assist in the cstablishment of a ne™
yrofessorship in the Theological Department-
The Board. having found that the Committe®
aathorized and the \ssembiy sanctioned an in-
crease of £300 str. to the present grant, on
caadition that £200 stg. per annum be provid-
cd by the College authorities, agreed 10 a
miante acknoewledging thiz liberality and re-
Guested the Principal swhen transmittiag acopr
to the Convencr toinform him as to the present
siate and prospecis of the Scheme.

The Trustees |
:0in with the many fricnds of the deceased in
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Mr. Croil preseated to the Board a letter of
credit from James Donaldson, Esq., Keppoch,
1 Scotland, for £90 stg. = §438, being 2 dona-
. tion ia aid of the ¢ndowment of the proposed
| prof=ssorskip in Theolegs This being the first
i and also » very liberal contribution for that
, Object received by the Trustees. the Board
| ordered a suitable nckmowledgement to be
+ entered on their records.
]
1

UreNING oF 26TH Sssston.—The ensuing se3-
sion will be opened 1n the Convocation Hall on
the 20d inst.  Professor Murray will deliveran
address on the cceasion. Tue Matriculation
Exzminations will begin the followiag day.

Dosatioss To 7 Lizgarv.—Rev. A. Ma-
Lean, Beifast, P. E. L, 2 vols.; Rev. Thos.
" Duncan, Charlottetoswn. 3 vols . the Secretars’s
" affice. do, 3 vols., aud pamphlets; Rev. A Pol-
{ ok, New Glasgow, N.S., 9 vols.: the Secreta-
| ¥ s oflice. Halifax, N. S, 1 vol., John Costley,
E.q. lalifax  pamphlets, Iinmigration Office,
N.B., ! vol.ind pamphlets; James Porteous
_ Esy. Richibucto, N.E.. 1 vol.. Friends in Scot-
land 59 vuls.. W. Ireland Es3, Kingiton, 32
vols

CROIL TESTIMONIAL FUND

The wvretars acknowesiges the peceipt from the
reabistery of Rentrew. per the Rev. Peler Lindsay,
B.\ . cderk, of Tea doliars
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: $M.9)
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Monioeai. 28th Sept. 1597

Arficdes Communeata.

DEFENCE OF THE PRESRYTERY OF
RENFREW.

N the September nambder of
the PPreshrterian appearts an
article varulently attacking the
Presbrtesy of Reafrew for depos-
iag John K. McMonae from th
mimistry of this Ctarch. Inre-
piy == wozld premise two things
—uuthk is alwars chasitable and
seeds not haxgh iangmage. and in the second
place, ¢ Presbyter’ shoald bave made himself ac-
Saiated with the facts of the case, Wxfore
baagmiag such ckarges against a Presbrtery of

. 037 Chereh  Oxe whase wisdom nowc may
doabisays, * He that answereth a matter before
ke heaseth it, it is foliy and shame unto him.*

Rat it may be s2id, that the Memaranda jus-
tifr the severe striciares made on the Renfrew
Presbyters. The memoranda we admil to be
trac, bzt only a partof the nth.  Halfz trath
mar be cxsily made to assame the form of adie.
The Memomanda are not a history of the case.
Tefore passing scateace oa the Presbylery of
Reafrew, ¥ Preshyter” shocld have leamaed, oot
oaly, wha! was done, dbut koan,

The first nolice that the Preshytery had of
J. K. McMoriat's chaage of views, w3 in the
moath of Decemmber last.  The matler did not

— - o

con—- me

¢ ewam
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come before it, till 8th January.
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Mr. McMorine ¢ did ycu not consult some of the ministers of

then gave in his resignation of his charge for | our Church, and not ash counsel of Episcopal

the reasons stated. The Presbytery adjourned
till 31st January, when Rev. Mr. McMorine
gave in, in wriling, reasons for his change of
views. These reasons were a violent attack
upon the Presbyterian and all other Pro-
testant churches, but the Church of Eugland,
According to Mr. McMorine the Church of Eng-
land, is not only « church but the only church of
Christ and Episcopal ordinatiun the only ordi-
nation. )

The Presbytery appointed a committec to
meet with Mr. McMorine, and conver:e with bim,
on his change of views, =nd meanwhile enjoin-
ed him to act with due deliberation, take arca-
sonable time to consider the siep he waj about
to take, and put himself in correspondr nee with
those who might be able to guide him to a de-
cision that might be for his own good and the
glory of God.

The Committec thus appointed, met Mr.
McMorine on the 4th of March, when questions
were put to bim by the Convener, of which the
fullowing is the substance, the replies we give
in full.

Have you consulted any of your brethren in
regard to your change of scntiments in refer-
ence to Episcopacy and Presbyterianism. ?

.Ias. 1 consulted my father, and nv one clse.

Have you prayed earnestly for the influence
of the Holy Spirit to direct you in this maticr ?

-gas. I have prayed to be guided to the tru.h.

Have you satisfactory evidence that your re-
nunciation of vows which at one time you be-

liecvew you were incited to take by the infallble
Spirit of God, wiil be approved of by the greal *

Head of the Chureh ?

Zns. Tbelieve that my renunciation of votws
once takea, as I thea belicved, under the ia-
flaence of the Spirit of God, will be approved
of by the great head of the Church.

Have yoa taken sicps tewards jounang the
Episcopal Charch and becoming oac of its min-
isters?

-das. 1 have taken sicps to hecome ~ nember
of the Episcopal Church and have beea baptiz.
ed into it.

Do rou still persist in opj.csiting 1o your or-
dination vows, ‘o follow divisise courses and
10 act under the impression that thes are not
binding, in the belief that, ia that selemn trans-
action, you had nnt beea under the discciion
of the Holy Spinit.

Aas. 1 decline to answer,

Sceing that for tvo yeass you hase had
doabis regarding the validity of sour licenee
252 preacher, aad ordinalon a8 a minsics, shy

clergymen only ?

Ans. 1 did not sec it necessary to consultany
but my father.

Why did you dispense scaling ordinances.
after you were cunvinced that you had no Scrip-
tural authority 10 do so ?

~Ins. T had beard that certain denominations,
Presbyterinn and others, beiieved in laymen
administering the sacraments.

The Convener of the Committee then address-
ed Mr. McMorine at cunsiderable leugth, concla-
ding in these words, * The members of the
Presbytery of Renfrew arc of onc mind in de”
siring that you may repent of what yoa base
either ignurantly or hnowingly done wrong .o
this business, that for the time to cume youo
may be enabled 10 act cunsistently with whas-
ever engagements you may furm, and thnt yo
may be instrumental in advancing the interests
of the Redeemer's kingdom, and the spiritual
good of suuls, in any appuintment to which .o
the prosidence of God you may be called.”

The replies given above call for one or two
remarks. The Presbytery of Renfrew thought
it strange that during the two years in whica
he was wavering, Mr. McMorine never consult-
cd any of his brethren with whom he was on
termas of the most friendiy intimacy. An hoaes?
inquirer after truth will look to buth sides of
a question.

But it will be objected, Mr. McMurine cazn-
salted his xcnerable father; was not Uas
cnougi T Mr. McMorine's statement that be
consulied hic father is only haif true, and con-
vexs a falst impressien.  Even before h.s ozd.-
nation, Mr. McMorine expressed to his fathes
doubts in regard ta the validity of Preshz-
tctizn ordination and the Scriptaral authoriis
of I'resbyicriancsm. At the time of his seltie-

_ ment in Douglas, a correspondence was carnicl
; o7 between father and son on this subject, arnl

his father was aware of his Episcopal tenden:
cics.  But it is not true that his fathier was con-
sulied at the time of his change. Az late as
the month of Qctober last, h.s father. so far from
suspecling any change in his son, was looking

; oul fur 2 charge for hun :a the West, and was

taking steps to get hiscon tocome forward as a
candidale for & vacanl charge since filled,

* About the same time, Ur. Jobn Rerr McMenrn-

i
|
{

had taken communian a1 an Episcopal Charcl.,
and eagraped an Episcopal minister to bring his
case before the bishop, and ascertain an whst
terms ke wonld be received into the FEpiscopal
Church. Simangely inconsistent! A miaiste:
of the Charch of Scotland \necling at an Bpis
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copal communion altar, employing an Episco-
pal clergyman to apply in his behalf for admis-
sion into the Episcopal Churceb, while his fa-
ther is looking fur a more eligible charge for
bim, with the kuuwledge and approval of the
fon.

Mr. McMorine's statement to the Presbyterr,
tl:at he thought that Presbyterians believed in
Laymen administering the sacraments seems
strange. We have given his ipsisama verba
and mahe nu comment. His rebaptism scemed
10 us more than strange. e had been baptised
by the venerable minister of Quebec. Was kis
baptism no baptism? “ Presbyter * holds upto
the Presbytery of Renfrew, the example of the
Presbytery of London, in dealing with one
who left our Church for the Canada Presby-
terian Church. Had the person referred to,
while yet a minister of the Church of Scotland,
been re-baplised by i Free Church minister, it
might hasve influenced their conduct. Mr.
McMorine's re-baptism showed conclusively
that he believed qur Charch, no Church, and the
minister of Quebec, no minister. All  this
took place while iu his father's house.

In these circumstances what was the Presby-
tery of Renfrew to do? They felt that they
must cat him off from the Church. It will be
said, why not simply declare him no longer o
minister of this Church? We reply what is
the difference between this, and deposing him
from the office of e Holy ministry of this
Charch. In the one case, as much as in the
other, he ceased to be a minister, and becamea
lagman. Of the two modes, dcposition
sounds the more scvere, but practically, they
are the same, and the onc no more damaging
1o Mz, J. K. & Morine's future prospects than
the other. The conduct of Mr. McMorine
seemed to us to justify the severer mode, © Pres-
brter " refers to the conduct of a Presbriery in
Scotland, in dealing with & minister of Edin-
burgh, saying that they dismissed bim, bidding
him God speed. The Presbyters of Renfrew,
firstdeposed Mr. McMoriac from the office of the
Holy ministry in this Church, and then dis-
wieced him, wishing * that e may beanstramen-’
tal in advancing the interests of the Redeemer’s
kingdom, and ike spiritual good of souls in
any appointment to which, in the prosidence
of God, he max bhe called.”

We fail to scc any point in ** Preshyier’s
komiiy upon high Churchism as applied to the
Preshytery of Renfrew. We feel guiltless of
undue sevenily towards Mr. McMornine, and he
himself declared that we had follewed the only
consistent course. In parting from him, we
did bid hem God speed. ¥ Preshyter ™ with a
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: sneer, 3ays it is fortunate for Mr. McMorine that
! be did not live in the days of the Inquisition.

How far this language i3 justifiable weo leave
, to others to judge. The Presbytery of Ren-
! frew may have erred, if so, the error was in
| judgment. We were 2ctuated by no vindictive
: feelings , kindness and courtesy characterized
; all our proceedings. calwmly, deliberatels.
- prayerfully, we perfurmed a paitful and delicate
!duty, and we trust that the great head of the
! Church will approve our acts, inthatday when

;all accounts will be rendered.
. ReExFrzw.

IPERSONAL RELIGION.

N these days of external eccle-
siastical activity, would it not
be well somiclimes to caquire
whether the internal life of the
Chiristian Church, as exhibited
by her members, iskeeping pace
with such outward commend-

able zeal? It would be a happy thing

for the Church and the world, were
this indication ol life the result of
personal and family picty ; but asad
thing if only a substitute for that
virtue neglected. I3 there not

1 tendeney in poor hutnan aature to sink personal

i eelzion in the general observance of rcligious

- ordinances—to merge family ohbligations iato

, the public ordinance of God's House, to com-

. mit the religions instruction of the young to

i the Sabbath School ? Is itnot the tendency

- of our day, to make our picty consistin those

tuxternal exhibitions so popular in the estima-

"tiun of the great budy of professing Christians ?
We are led to make these inter-agatory obser-
<ations, from the deep iaterest wetake in those
Tarious movements just now going on in the
Christian Church, in our owa and other lands.
In reading the many weil-got-up religious

i pertodicals of the day, we are much pleased at

I tie signs of rencwed actizity manifesied by the

, diferent scctions of the Church: bat at the
same ume we cannot suppress the fear thatread,

, heartfelt picty, is rather on the wanc than
otherwise. HBusiness and amusement seem te

" receive an unusual share of atteation from tke

. Christian world. Obscrsation and expesience
prove that while this is the casc. religion is
considered more as an accomplishment than a
necessity of our nature, * luxury in which we

"are to indulge. or which we are to deny our-

.sclzes just as time and opjortunity prove

, favourable or the contrars, and geaerally the

, unfavourable side of Life, scoms to be set aparni
for indulging in this supposed lusury? Toat-

, tend on the public ordinances of the gespel is

! a Divine command, and no oac has a right 1o

: the name Chrnistian, of the blessings it confers
who haltaalls neglects to attend 20 them, as

! rell as the relative duties flowing from them,

! but all this without the personal clement isbul
cxternal show. .

Hotw, then, =te we to ascertain whether this
cxternal activity is the restlt of true religion

&
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or a substitute for its felt want? Activity is
not always asigno of life in order, Lut frequently
of life in disorder. Death itgelf, not unfre-
quently manifests its approach by an unusual
acuvity. Great exertions simply indicate a
corresponding change, but what that change is
10 be depends on the moving agent producing
it. Let us therefore divert our attention from,
the great movements of the Church to the cou-
stituent clements furming it, disintegrate these
and then analyse their primary and simple
units so as to arrive at a more satisfactory so-
lution of the present state of things than from
merely looking on external appearance. The
family is the unit, the Church is made up of
« Households ' “as for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord,” and according to Paul,
to have the house in spiritual subjection is a
prominent qualification for official standing in
the Church. It is, thercfore, through the family
that we are to ascertain what the real life of
the Church is. There are twa things by which
the family is tobe judged in this respect, which
constitute the very foundation of practical r¢
ligion in cvers age, namely fumily woiship,
and the Religrous Instruction of Children and
Domestics.  If these two classes of duties are
attended to then we hase cvery reason for con-
cluding that the activity found iz the Church
is good and of the right stamp; but if thesc
be neglected there is reason to fear that the
external activity, observed in the present day,
rather indicates the want of true pictsy than
overflowing abundance of it.

Family Worship is a daty which the family
in its corporate capacity o« es the Father of all.
It cannot be ignored or neglected without in-
funmng upon thusc peculiar and sacred ties
which constitute the domestic circle, at unce a
Yingdom and a Church. Here the character of
the individual as well as that of the Church,
is moulded and receives its future bias. By
Divine appointment the hiead of the family is a
king and a pricst, to rule and to offer sacnfice
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of praise. Now should he neglect those duties
he dishonours his position in the Church and in
the fumily, falls from his sacred dignity asa
Christian and a parent, and forfeits, not ounly
his own rights, but those of his family to
Divine favour. and even the dutiful regard of
those who are Divinely commanded to honour
and obey him in the Lord, and the Church must
correspondingly saffer. Religion i3 misunder-
stood #nd practically ignured and its oLliga-
tions sadly neglected where the family altar is
unkno¥n or temporarily set up when a minister
makes his pastoral visit. Let the outward
observances be what they maj ifthis first duty
to the Church be overlooked, religion in its
power is not felt and enjuyed. Inscparably con-
nected with family worship is that of religious
parental instructivn of the young. The example
of AbraLam is sufficient tu point this out. Sab-
Lath School instruction isof the greatest value,
and has been signally honoured of God, but it
should ever be held as an adjanct, but never
asa substitute for home training. Experience
pruves that the Sabbath School has been most
valuable when combined with home teaching

It is tobe feared, indeed it is known, that family
worship is net 50 gencrally observed in the
Church as the external interest manifested
would lead us to expect, and as regards the
other duty, we do fear, that many parents feel,
or rather act as if they felt that they were re-
Jeased from instructing their children because
they were attending the Sabbath Schocl. Now
in the view of this we fear, too real, waning of
vital religion in the family, it becomres the duty
of the pulpit and the religious press to be
faithfal in pointing out what ought to be the
coadition of the Chuarch, and point out the first
requisiles to cxiernal success. Religiondn its
heavenly power cannot ! ng flourish in the
Church if its ordinances and observances su; -
plant or lead away its primary obligations ani
dutics from the family circle. Jercniah ri-1s.

Hofices and Rebietos.

Ercuoiociox, orR Book oF PRAVERS;
# being forms of worship issued by the
Church Service Socicty:” Blackwood
and Sons, Edinburgh.

Qur abject in describing this admirable
volume is to induce our people and espe
cially our ministers to procure copies of it,
for we consider it well adapted to the wants
of the Churchin Canada. We understand
that the agents of Blackwood and Sons,

Toronto, | we are sorry that we cannot grive .
. celebration of marriage, the burial of the

their address with greaer exactness) have
s sapply on hand for sale.

The society by which it is issued. and
which, according to its last annual report
lately received, has 12 membors in Canada,
had its origin in a mecting of a few minis-

~dead, &¢.”'

iers in Glaszow, carly in 1865, held for the
purpose of considering the improvement of
the service of the Church. A constitution
was shortly afterwards adopted in which it
was declared - that the object of the S

cicty shall be the study of the liturgics,
ancient and modern, of the Christian
Charch, with a view to the preparation an i
ultimate publication of ccrtain forns of
prayer for public worship. and services f-r
the administration of the Sacraments, th-

That the Socicty should so
soon after its formation be in 2 position to
issue the volume before us, indicates an
carnest devotion to the attainment of its

" object in the highest degree creditable.
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The compilers of these forms not only re-, ship take rank with what are called “ Mi-
cognize the fact thut the Church of Scot-, nisters’ Directories " issued from time to
land has an excellent * Dircetory for the, time by individual clergymen and others,
public worship of God,” but show a cont- | without any questicn being raised as to
mendable desire that it be rescued from the, the right thereby exercised, but with this
oblivion into which to a lamentable extent; important difference, that while these Di-
it has fallen, and be treated with the respect | rectories make but little use of the ancient
to which it is entitled from all true church-| devotional litcrature of the Church, the
men. What they have produced may be; socicty freely enters into that rich and
described as an attempt to supply the; noble heritage. Their work is partly con-
Church with an order of service and with, structive and partly eclectic. Inother words
forms of worship which the Dircctory in, it embraces a compilation or comsposition of
seneral terms declares to be the must proper | furms for special serices, those attended
for use. Shortly after the furmation of the, to in the book before us being forms for
Society an erroncous idea respecting its, the administration of the two sacruments,

object had got abroad. It was rcprcscntcd;
to be the direct design of the members to,
introduce a liturgy into the Church. In!
the first report, published in March, 1865, |
the Society disclaiined this design, very per-
tinently observing that the introduction of
a liturgy, if ever desirable, is a measure that
can be carried only * by the public, official.
and constitutional action of the Church,
itself.”  In the preface to ** Euchologivn,”

immediately following a reiteration of this

disclaimer, the Society puints out its proper
and chosen sphere of usefulness in the con-

cession generally made ** that between the

bondage of a pusitive liturgy, and the pov-,
erty of an absolutely extemporancous ser-|
vice, there 1s a wide chasm which itisa,
most legitimate and pious design to attempt
to fill up with the best materizl that can be,
found.” What the Society aims at is not
the changing but the improving of the.
established order of worship— on the,
whole, our plain service is suited to the,
constitution of our Church and to the!
senius of our people, and may not be radical- |
ly departed from; ™ “ and,” continues the |
preface, ** although our cluser acquaintance,
with England, and our readier opportuni-
ties of studying the ritual of the Anglican,
Church, are apt to lead us, in any =ltern-
ation, to approximate to what we consider
cxcellent in  that ritual—yet (however,
desirable such an approximatien may ap-.
pear to somc) our truer model is to be’
found in the Reformed Churches of the
continent, with which in all matters of
historical position, of crecd, of worship, and;
of government, we have, aud ought te have,
a much cleser affinity than with the Epis. |
copal communion cstablished in the south-

ern part of this island.”

The position and purpose of the seciety,; .
after such cxplicit declarations as these,
cannot be otherwise than wilfully misun-l
derstoed.  Their published foring of wor-

the celebration of marriage, and the burial
of the dead ; and it contzins a selection
“from the accumulated treasures of the
“ Chureh’s own prayers,” such as every
Presbyterian clergyman, as 2 minister of
the Church Catholic, is at liberty to use
whenever he finds them most suitable to
his congregation’s nced. With regard to
special services the propriety of having
models is obvious to all who have any taste
or judgment. An observation in the pre-
face to © Eucbologion™ respecting Baptism
is cqually applicable to the others—< At
present not only do the clergy in their
modes of performing it differ very much
from onc another, but they diverge. often
very widely, from the recommendations of
the Directory.” The remarks made in re-
fere. e tothe Lord's Supper we are induced
to quote in full—" The solemnity, nay,
even the spiritual value, of the ordinance
could not but be cnhanced to every devout
communicant, were the form and length
and gencral character of the service left
less entirely to the individual discretion
and fecling of the minister, and moulded
more according to once general and uniform
desizn—so that wherever the worshipper
might sit down at the Lord's table, he
might know that the Churchk and not the
mere individual minister, was addressing
to him the samc warnings, eahortations,
and invitztions which she is addressing
cverywhere to all her members, and that
through her the Head of the Church was
scaling to him the same promises and im-
parting the sume grace.”  With regard to
prayer, which forms so important a part of
public worship, the privilege of what is
called free prayer is very highly esteemed,
but it is legitimately represented as includ-
ing the liberty of using the recorded devo-
iions of the church ; and the society's aim
has been, **to scarch for, and to disen-
tangle from all superstitious accretions, or
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sectional peculiarities, the prayers of the
faithful in all divisions of the Catholic
Church, and to gather these, not into a fur-
mal Munual of devotion, but into a Hugu-
-ine of prayer, to which everv minister might
have aceess, from which each might drass,
even as from a living fountain.”  In this
section of the work under each part of
prayer—introduction, confessivn of sin,
thanksgiving, &c.,—ecight forms are given
separately, so that they can be juined at
discretion. There are also collects, canticles,
and benedictions. A very serviceable por-
tion of the volume consists of tables of
Psals and Lessuns of Holy Seripture for
each Lord’s day in the year.

BinLe Teacuixgs 1x NaTURE. By the
Rev. Hugh Macmillan. New York:
D. Appleton & Co.; Montreal; Dawson
Brothers. 1867.

‘The papers contained in this volume

were written at intervals, and the subjects |

rathered from different realms of the
sciences. Astronomy, mejevroloyy, geoluzy,
mineralogy, and botany have been laid un-
der contribution, and with much eloquence
the councction between the teachings of
the Bible and the teachings of Nature have
been traced and proved. Much of the in-
formation is given in a clear and carnest
style, and new thoughts are suggested even
from the facts familiar to many readers,
but ncver befure so happily applied. The
work is one which will meet with favour
from thoughtful Christizns, and will act as

an antidote to writings which sech by insinu-

ation to break down and weaken the au-
thority of God's Word.

Tie Hemaxy ELEMENT IN THE INsPIRA-
TION OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES. By
T. F. Curtis, D.D.  New York: D). Ap-
pleton & Co.  Montreal: Dawson Bros.

The author belongs to the school of
Scriptural interpreters who discover in
the Scriptures more marks of the human
instrumentality than the Scripture itself
gives warrant for. The authorprofesses

to haic been only the more confirmed |

in lis beliel of the gencral inspiration
of the Bibie, while he considers it to
be mixed up with the fallibility attaching te
the wmedium by which it has been revealed.
For this very reason, it is all the more
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dang.roas to those whose minds have not
been trained to the pursuit of the truth,
and to facility in detecting the fallacies
which lurk in an argument, and on this
account it cannot be recommended for
general perusal, although it would be well
for those who have the oversight in our
Churches to study it, that they may be
enabled to see the various forms which ob-
jections to Bible truth assume. Of the
sincerity of Dr. Curtis, he has given assur-
ance by his resignativn of the Chair of
Theology in the University of Lewisburg,
feeling that with his altered views he could
not conscientiously teach opinions contrary
to those which he now holds.

Hoxe LiFe; A Journal. By Elizabeth
M. Sewell.  New York: D. Appleton &
Co. Montreal : Dawson Bros.

A tale ably written to illustrate a few
fundamental principles of cducation.  The
authoress is well known for her writings,
which have enjoyed great popularity, not
likely tv be diminished by the present.

Wit axp Wisnom oF Do QuixoTr.
New York : D. Appleton & Co.  Mon-
treal: Dawson Bros. .

Tbe popularity of Don Quixote has been
so continued that it takes its place as a
standard in the English language, as much
s0 as the original.  The sparkling wit of
some authorsis not the forte of Cervantes,
but he has a fund of humour and sound
sense, and this is an attempt to exhibit
specimens of his wit and wisdow to thosc
who may have no chance to obtain the
whole. Like too many warks of that time,
Don Quixote is deformed with blemishes
and coarseness which offend the more rigor-
ous taste of the present day, and justly so.
The extracts hefore us are free from these
defects, and the co'lection will be found
admirable.

Loxnox Sociery for September.  Mon-

treal : Dawson Bros.

With a good deal of the frivolous, there
are to be found in alniost every number va
luable papers which can be read with profit.
The present number is remarkably good,
and there is an article on dress which may
be studicd by parents and zuardians with
great advantage.
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@he Chueches wndy thear Llissions.

Scorraxp—There has been, as usual, after the
(ieneral Assemblies, & lull in Scottish ecclesius-
tcal affairs during the past month.  There is,

|

thercfore, but little to repurt. Pruaching in the
open mir and other evangelistic agencies Lave |
swegun, and will be pursued vigurously dur- |

g the month of August. The admirable
<oacluding address of Dr. Crawfourd, mouderator
of the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-
jand. has been circulated far and wide. It is

reported that Dr. Nourman Macleod will go tu

india, as requested, in the winter.

Escrasn.—The Ritualistic Commission has
continued to excite interest. A discussion has
taken place in the House of Lords in connection
with it, bearing on the poswers of Convocation.
The Archbishop of Canterbury had pledged
samself, in 2 letter, that no change should be
icade in the Services without consultation with

inevocations. The Earlof Shaftesbury disputed ;
ile power of the Counvocativn to interfere with |

‘cgislation affecting the Church.
Derby signified that the vocations would be
consulted s a matter only of courtesy. The
Lishop of London clearly showed that the

Yaving any legal authority.
«f York istaking a most decided partin oppo-
~ition to the Ritualists, and has reccived and
zcknuwledged several memorials thanking him-
In one of Lis acknowledgments he says, —“The

The Earl of |

Church,” and it adds that amongst all ranks of
suciety, “ what Protostants are pleased to call
¢ the movement towards Run.e, never was more
guneral than at present, nor the individual gaing
wemahe in uuwbers more satisfactory in every
way—not cven in the old days when the
¢ cuming over” of the baud of goud men of Little-
more created & panic throughout the ranks of
society.”

L.ast vear a few rich men subzceribed 15.0000,
to the Wesleyan Methodist Mutropolitan Chapel
Building Suciety, makiug the whole income -0,
000!/. This year Mr. Sheriff Lycett has headed a
new subscription list with the noble gift of
6,100/ 1o which the brothers M:Arthur have add-
ed 3,000/, the whole of this one list amounting
to 17,000/. The Sheriffoffers, besides, 5004 each
to ten new chapels, pavable on their individual
completion. . The Rev. W. Arthur gives 1,0001.,
and seven other gentlemen 509/, each.

IxrLasp.—~If discussion may help to a better
understanding of the ecclezinstical prublems of
Ireland the public will soun be well infermed ,
and fur the welfure of the people and the n-

: f 1 ; tereats of religion, it is desirable that the in-
Convocations had never been recognised as .

The Archbishop '

crisis is indeed most important, and in my

humble judgment the time Las fully come whean
the clergy and laity who wish to see the doc-
wine an i worship of our Church preserved in

safety, should express their opinion of the .

recent attempls to change, without authority,
the oae and the other™ A public mecting,
which was numerously attcuded by persons of
the Evangelical sclioul of the Church, lias been
Leld in St. James's Hall | speeches were deli-
vered by Dr. M-Neile and others; and the pro-
ceedings were enthusiastic.

Londun has not been behind the provin-
ces qu proiesting axainst the innovations of
ihe Ritualist party. A great weeling of the
sty was held i St James's-hall towards the
ciose of last month, to protest against the spread
of Rutualisin, and te support the EAri of Shaftes-
brr s Clerical Vestinents Ball. Mr. Colqaboun, of
Kallermoat, was on the chair, and he was support-
cd by a guudly array of members of bath Houses
of Parhiament. as well as by geatlemen of all
ranks and professwons. At tus wecting the com-
pusitton of the Ritualist Commnsion was sceere-
I cnticised, and the chaioman pretiy plaioly
sntimated his opinion that the good-nature and
siclding temper of Mr. Walpole had been prac-
tsed cpon by the Bishop of Osfurd in selecting
:ts members.  The duts of the laity in this crisis
was put by bun 1 a plain and steaightforward
manaer, which chicited a cordial response frown
the meeting.

The Weckly Register (Rowman Catholic) re-
curds that witlun the last three months four
Enghish ladics of the highest rank—a duchess, »
coantess, a dowager countess, and the wife of a
baron—hare all been *“reccived into the

formation shuald be wide-spread. It cannot be
too often repeated, that fur years the extreme
and bigoted faction of the Roman Catholic
Church have worhed with a hearty unity for
ends nhich would not be to the ndvantage of
the Country. By moderate statements of their
aim, by dwelling on measures that are only

: prehinunary, amd by concealing or disguising

their real objects, they have enlisted a support
that their ultrantontanisin might have repellod,
whlle the pictures they have drawn of a vast
people meehly endusing wrongs and intole-
rance, and punished for conscience sake, has
culisted sympathy and lent an indulgenco to
their views on the plea of toleration.  On the

. ground of cunscicuce, they claimed the full

support of the States to all monastic schools,
on the same ground they now claim the control
of the education of their chilldren , and as soon
as an unsectarian university drew the Protes-
tant and Roman Catholic youth together, they
claimed on the ground of cunscience a univer-
sity of thei. own. The result of these conces-
sions woald be that the cdiucation of four-
fifths of the couniry would be in the hands of
a determined, rigid, and retrograde faction of
the Church of Rome. Their consciences admit
no more Government interference than the
distribation of Government ecndowment. For the
lessons, the books, the examinations, the entire
education, they must hold themselves respons-
ible. This is the real issuc: whether the
Ruman Catholic ultramontanes of Ircland are
to educate the catire Roman Catholic popula-.
tion in school ané college as they please, draw-
ing at the same time on the Siate for their
schools and university. Up till now they bave
not carricd the good sense of the laity with
them. In a correspondence that has passed
between Dr. Woodlack, the Rector of the Ca-
tholic University, and Mr. Lowe, itis clicited
that, in spitc of the hostility of the Church and
the most violent denancintion, 220 students
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braved ecclesiastical censure last year to at-
tend the Queen’s colleges, and 152 only were
found contented with a college of their own.

Nor has any real charge been brought against
the Queen’s colleges,—nothing but that they
were not controlled by a bench of Romish bis-
hops. It is a matter vitally affecting the con-
dition of Ireland. To concede the demands
that are made will destroy the best hopes
that have been entertained of the Country, and
propare the way for a reign of bigotry as
intense as in Spain. Meanwhile, three projects
of university reform are suggested ; the throw-
ing open of the fellowsbhips and other dignities
of Trinity College; the creativn of a third, or
Romish, university by charter of the State;
and theestablishment of a university to include
the various denominational and undenomina-
tional colleges of Ircland.

The Sabbath School Society of the Presby-
terian Church has held its second Conference
in Belfast. About a thousand teachers and
more thau a bundred ministers ct, and, during
two days, discussed sume of the mustimportant
practical details of Sunday Schvel work., [t
was rccomwmended a class should bein every
schoo! fur the training of teachers. The lite-
rature of the Sablath Schuols was cxplained
with great clearness inan admirable paper, aud
suggestions were thrown out in councctivn
with the teachere books and the scholars, that,
if adopted, would wonderfully heip and clevate
Sabbath School work. Attention was turned
to infant classes, and the necessity of baving
them in onc room, and not subdivided among
many teachers. Irom the paper on the Govern-
ment and discipline of a school, it appears that
there was nced of muchreformn, ofbetter rooms
and more punctuality, and the building of
rooms for Sunday schools alone was suggested.
 Let the scholars come five minutes betore the
hour, the teachers tive minutes before the
schulars, and the superiotendents five minutes
before the teachers,” was the frequent hint
thrown out. Prayer and praise were dwelt
upon as peculiarly the expression of the child-
Ten’s minds, and that they should be manifestly
that, and not, as often bappened, the cxpres-
sion of the thoughts of men and women; while
the propriety of a common hymnbovk and of
singing lively tunes and chants was also consi-
dered. Adult classes and teachers’ meetings
were brought forward, childrens giving, and
Hands of Hope. It was incutioned that the
Wesleyans in Ircland have relatively cight or
ten times the amount for inissions from their
Sunday schools ; and the hope was expressed of
a4 missionary museum accessible to children,
and from which nussionary objects could be
borrowed, to interest particularly schools. Dr.
M!Cosh, who was appointed to answer the ques-
tion why is there not greatersuccess attending
our Sunday schools. laid the want of it on the
unskilful and nsuflicient use of means, and also,
as it might be, their unbelief. They wanted
such a time of revival and vivifying as they
had in 1859. Why not agree to ask God to
give itto them? The importance of mission
schools was affirmed, and statements of the vast
numbers that were untouched by the Sunday
School made a sad and deep impression. During
the Conferences which were held during the
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days and evenings, there was a breakfast, at-
tended by all the members; and there were
meetings of the children, of 5U0U in one, where
addresses were delivered, and the children sang
their hymns to one of the finest of wmudern
organs. The interest taken was very wide-
spread. The meetings were presided over
cither by clergymen, sowell-hnown s the Mude-
rator ur Dr. Couke, or by eataest laymen from
various parts of the province, and deputies
were present from the Sunday School Unions,
and from Awerica.

In this aud many other movements the Pres-
byterian Church is at present tahing an sctive
and bunourable part. The movement to in-
crease her new church and mause fund, and, it
pussible, to double it, so as completely to extin-
guish the debu on the church buildings, is fa-
vourably met by the people; while it is sug-
gested that churches cummenced after the fund
is dispen_ed, =huuld be allowed to share .n an
annual fund in aid, and so the debt be extin-
guished asit arose. The prubalility of a dis-
solution of the present relations between
Church and Staie atfects this Church as well
as others , and, while some members are laying
duwn the theoretical right of the State to sup-
port the Church, and their duty tu yield that
suppurt mure liberally, othiers are leavening the
Cliurch with the idea of a Sustentation Fund.

The Irish Presby terian Cliurch have jast com-
pleted the scheme whereby the sum of 20,000,
has Leen provided to Luilt additional churche:
and schools, and also houses for all their cler-
gy. They have further resulved to append tv it
the clearing away the debt from all their eccle-
siastical fabries ,and in order to sccuie this an.d
the other objects, a resvlutivn haa been passed
to the effect that another sum of 20,000/, shoull
be raised, making the total 40,0001,

Fraxce—Among the prizes given at the Ex-
hibition were silver medals to the Society fvr
Promoting Christian Knowledge, and to the
Sunday School Socicty of Londou. Honouralle
mentions to the Bible Society of Wurtemberg
for its books for the blind, the Dresden Mora-
vian Brethren's School, for their samples ol
writing, and to the Bible Society of Florence.

GenrMaxy.—In the province of Brsndeniuryg
277 Catholics have gone over to tie Protestant
Church, and 719 Catholic children have leer
baptized by Protestant clergymen. On the other
hand, 14 Protestants have joined the Cathoiic
Church, 35 Jews have been baptized into th-
Protestant faith, but 11 Christians have becem
perverts to Judaism, 8§ Protestants have joined
the Baptists, 35 haveassociated themselves with
free (infidel) socicties.  Unhappily, 238 persens
have, without any assigned cause or object, for-
saken the Protestant Church, aud are living
without church, or altar, or forgivencss of sins<,
“without God and without hope in the worid '’
May God, in bhismercy, seck and save these losi
sheep !

Svria.—~The walls of the ncw church edities
in Beyrout are now about half finished. Thw
tuilding will hold not far from GO0 persons, v+
g.+¢ great relief to the present crowded congr--
gation. It erection is a pleasent ilustzation o
the principle of Christian union. It is the pro-
perty of the American board of Missions, ar'?
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yet is built by the joint contributions of that
Board, the Scotch Kirk Jewish Committee, the
native Church in Beyrout, and the English and
American residents in Beyrout, who represent at
least seven different Evangelical denominations.
Few in numbers, they are thus cnabled to pre-
sent a united and harmonious front to the many
encmies to  the Gospel faith in Syrin.  The cor-
ner-stone of this edifice was laid a short time
since. Among the documents placed within it
were an Arabic Bible, a list of all the members
of the native Protestant Church from the begin-
ning, and of all the American missionaries since
1820, as well as a list of the Anglo-American
congregation, the publications of the American
ress, and copies of the Arabic newspavers of
Beyrout and Bteddin. At least 250l will yet
oe needed to complete the edifice.

STIPENDS OF CLERGYMEN.
(From the Toronto Glohe.)

ERHAPS sumce may be ready
to think that the subject of
stipends of Clerg,ymen does
not exactly L in our way, and
that we should teave its discussion
10 pruiessedly religious and deno-
minativnal organs. We ure not
inclined to believe this or to act
upon it. Eversthing that con-
cerns the well beiug of the com-
munity lies in our way, and, as such, furms a
fair subyect for discassion in our columns.  We
suppose it is scarcely a matter of dispute
among intelligent men, whether or not, in this
country, mimsters of the gospel arc adequately
paid. It is universally acknowledged that
they are not, that, in fact, there is not a class
of mer wmore inadequately remunerated, con-
nidering the social position they are required
10 occupy, and the dutics they are cxpected to
discharge. In saying this, we refer not to
:solated cases, where such is not the fact, or
where it is ouly what, from the whule circum-
stances of the people, was to be expected, but
10 the country in general, and to clergymen of
atl densminations without distinctiou. Whether
it may be right or wrong to make such a de-
mand upon clergymen, yet it is the fact thatas
they are expected to be gentlemen in education,
and {eeling and taste, so they are required to
maint.tin the outward position of such, and if
they do uot, very specdily find that their min-
1sterial usefulness is greatly impaired if not in
daager of being altogether destroyed. Wkat
would be thonght quite becoming in a labour-

er s family arrangements, would, by many, be ,

regarded as quite out of the question in those of
acigrgyman : and what might pass without re-
wark in the dress of many with far larger in-
comes, would be thought quite derogatory to
the ¢ cloth,” in the man that wears a white
reck-cloth. It would be thought certainly not
the thing if our clergyner: were not examples
of every good work, leaders in benevoleat en-
werpnizes, ‘¢ given to hospitality,” and ¢ con-
siderate to the poor.” Still further, it is not to
be thought that any man can occupy the posi-
tion of a minister cither with comfort to

t
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himself or with anything like the cspected
benefit to his people, swithout so far, at
any rate trying to keep somewhat ¢ abreast
of the age,” having himself posted on what is
transpiring in the world around, especially so
far as that may have a bearing on his own posi-
tion and work. With mind every where in a
ferment, with speculations of all kinds rife,
with questions of every description starting up
on cvery side, the clergyman who would hold
his pesition with any measure of self respect,
must make himself so fir scquainted with their
movements—and that implies a yearly expen-
diture, just as absolutely professional and quite
as necessary as are his tools to any ordinary
tradesman. In these days of discussion on
religious subjects, when objections of every
kind are being urged against the very funda-
mentals of Christianity, when old errors are
receiving new and attractive dresses, and sent
forth persistently, and with a great deal of
plausibility, fora clergyman not to k: ow what
may be thus urged, and not to be in a position
to give wise and intelligent counsel to all who
may come under his influence, isa degradation
of the most offensive hind. Is he te say to
young men of his congregation who way be
puzzled, nusettled and dissatisfied, who may be
m.t by acquaintances with objectious they can-
not auswer, ¢ Uh, never trouble your head with
“ these things. I never do, and [ would :.dvise
“ you just to do the same ?”  Such a proceed-
ing would never answer.  Ie could never hope
to retain his hold on such minds; and more
than that, he could never maintain ordinary
respect for himself in the position he occupied,
aml conscious of, in this way, discharging, or
rather not discharging, the duties which, among
wihers, necessarily devolved upon him.  Well,
then, w hat are the religious people of the coun-
try doing in order to make all this, to go no
turther, on the part of clergymen possible?
To maintain the outward social position they
are expected tu occupy, to give the expected
cxampie of readiness to every good work, and
to maintain such a vigorous course of study,
and. of course, furnish themselves with the re-
quisite implements to this in the way of books,
&c., as to be really and truly spiritual leaders
and guides, able to interest and instruct, from
week to week, congregations made up, more or
less, of thoughtful and well read persons; and
to couns:l and direct those who may be greatly
perplexed on religic s watters, and apt to be
led greatly, if not altogether, astray? There
is no usc of talking of the general community,
for witn the professedly religious portion, and
with it alone, this rests. They believe that it
is right and dutiful to have such a class of men
appointed for this work—that their individual
interests, and the interests of their children,
and the interests of the community, require it

They have got such a class of men.  They are
continually clamouring for morc—continually
complainiug that so few young men are offer-
ing themsclwes for this work: and the question
comes, how are they treating those they bave?
We fear the answer must be. ¢ Well, but very
sc-50."  Celibacy is not made a law for Pro-
testant ministers—nay, as an ordinary thing,
Protestant congregations rather like that their
ministers should be married. It is very cvident
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that, however spiritual a clergyman majy be, he
can't live on air, and we suppose his wife and
children can just as little manag.. that feat.
Such being the case, what do we find! With-
out particularizing one denominativi more than
another, we find this: that, with living sueh as
it is at p1caent, and such as it 13 likely to be in
the future, we have educated men, expected to
mintuin themselves and their fumilicsin some-
thing like outward “gentility,” give their
boys and girls a respectable education ; shuw
an example of cheerful liberality in contribut-
ing to missionary and benevolent purposes, be
kind to the poor; be given to hospitality, bo
vigorous and interesting and instructive
preachers; be fairly acquainted with the litera-
ture of the day, especially in their own depart-
ment ; be entirely given to their work, so tuat
the idea of secular employment, by way of sup-
plement, would be quite hourrible—and all on
the modest allowance of trom three to perhaps
seven or eight hundred dullars per annum!
aye, and greatly more tending towards the
lower figure, rather thsn the ligher, at that.
There is surely something in this that ought
not to be. A merchant hires a clerk, and he
gives him from $600 up to perh:.ps $2,000, and
even more. Ile says, “I find it necessary. It
i just u part of my necessary expenses.”  That
same merchant sends away his daugnter ton
boarding school, and will pay four or five
hundred dollars a-year for her education, Itis
necessary. He cannot get her education as he
wishes for less. Very well, that same merchant
places himself and a1l bis family for religious
instruction, which he professediy believes to be
the mostimportant of all,under a certain clergy-
map, who is expected to give himsclf exclusively
10 such work, a.ud he will, perhaps, in the course
of the year, give for the remuneration of such
a teacher, and the maintenance of all the ma-

chinery of religious cducation, thirty or forty |

dollars or so, and reckon himself liberal perhaps
at that. There is no proportion in such procecd-
ings. The same thing .3 truc, proportionately,
with farmers, or #ny class one likes to mention.
The result of all is that a large numbcr of the
clergy of the country—hard working and de-
serving men—are kept in a position of genteel
‘“ pinchbery,” worricd with this miscrable but
most fretting question as tv huw *¢ to makeends
meet,” their clasticity of mind in 2 great mea-
sure impaired, and the best interests of their
congregationsin this very way greatly injured.
What mockery to expect men to supply them-
selves with periodicals and new publications,

who scarcely know how they are to meet their \

baker’s bill ; and, as to their butchers! that's
past thinking of as a thing possible ! for butch-
ers would not trust them. We are told that

clergymen, when they are too well paid, get .

lazy and neglectful. We don’t know. They
are not likely to be tricd that way in this west-
ern world.

sentleman would not think of offering to his—

In the meantime, it is manifest |
that when put off with incomes that many a
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we shall not say butler, but  flunky"—clergy -
men get disheartened, the wheels of life dray
heavily, care crushes the spirit to the dust, an1
the youth of promise is succeeded by a life of
comparative inefficiency, and an age of dis-
appuintment, privation and gloom. iowmauy
worn-vut ministers are turned off far more re-
morselessly  than  old  horses! They muay
Lave the run of their owners field in memory,
and in repaymeut of former services; or, if the
worst come to the worst, they get o quiet cuny
de grace it a knackers yard, Lat, the minister,
after toiling on u pittance, from which by no
possibility could he save any thing as a prov.-
sion for old age, gets Lis notice to leave, or s
Lis resignativn most thanhfully accepted, lLi:
farcwell sermon duly talked of) in cases,of ea-
traordinary liberality 2 handred or & hundred
and fifty dollars bestowed as a parting gift, the
same fully trumpeted in the newspapers, ani
then—why, what then? If he has the assur-
ance to survive after the gift hus been speu:, Le
may bey, if necessary. He has reccived whut
was bargained for, and that's an end of it.
Now we believe a good deal of this arises,
not from heathen men, but from inconsidera-
tion, from a very great number of very exce.-
lent people nut deliberately lovking at what s
necessary, if not for their minister’'s comfort, at
least fur his being their cflicient instructor.
We are glad to see increasing attention being
turned to this subject. The Canada Presby-
terian Synod, for instance, at its last meeting.
appuinted o committee to make arrangemeut-
for visiting all the congregations of the body,
in order to sacure for each scttled pastor no.
less than six hundred dollars a-year and amause.
We should think, that with thie hearty co-ope-
ration of tlic wealthier congregations, tii-
could be easily reached. We are convince:
that many congregativns which don’t doit nuw
cuuld easily cume up to this without any helj.
and we hope that the result of the labours !
this Comumittee and their indefatigable cor-
vener, the Rev. Alex. Topp of this city, will e,
that they shall be able to report to next Syn «.
that the olject contemplated has been reali. 2.
. We are sometimes told that if ministers were .
; preach better, they would bLe paid better.
| Whether this is true or not, we shall notsay .
, Lut the converse of it most certainly is, that i
|
1
|
]

they were paid better, there would be le:-
reason of complaining of their preaching.
When the country is prospering.as it is, we
trust that Canadians of all denominations w.l
not allow it to be said that they give the..
spiritaal instructurs, vn an average, absolutely
028 than they pay skilled operatives, and tha
little, from the different social pusition that th.
former must occupy, rcally commanding far
less positive comfort than the latter actually
, enjoy. Even-handed justice, ordinary fu:
, play, and also enlightened selfishness, if there
is such a thing, alike call for a change—* for &
scandalously supp rted ministry, soun makes &
! seandalous mimistry.”

- —
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Autickes  Selected.

JESSICA’S MOTHER.
CHAPTER V.

Daxien was very anxious that Jessica should
not be exnosed to her motber's violence at any
time during his absence, when he would not be
there to protect ber from any ill-usage; and as
he was almost constantly engaged with the
chapel affairs for the next two or threc days,
be and Jessica were never at home until late in
the evening.  But upon Thursday night as they
turned into the court, Jessicu's quick eye saw
a woman's figure leaning against the dvor-post
of their house. She stood still for an instant,
clasping Daniel's hand with close and timid
grasp, and then, quitting him, she ran forward,
and stretching out both her hands almust as if
she wished to throw herself into her mother's
arms she cried , ** Mother ! mother!?

The woman laughed loudly aud sbrilly, and
flung her shrivelled anns abuut Jessica, fund-
ling her with a2 maudlin fondness; but Jessica
drew back sorrowfully, and lifted herself on
tip-toe to whisper into Danicl’s ear.

4 She's a little drunk, you know,” she said,
“ but she isu't very bad yet. She ist t furivus.
What shall we do 77

It was precisely the question Daniel was ask-
ing of himself, fur he could not bear the ides of
takiog a drunken woman into his respectable
and orderly Louse; and yet, how could he turn
out Jessica's mother before Jessica's cyes? e
paused for some minutes before unlucking the
door, while the woman coutinued to talk ina
fuolish strain to her child, but at last he felt
«ompelled to open it, and she was the first to
push her way in.  She took possesion again of
Lis arm-chuir, and tossed her old, tattered hat
iito a corner of the room, while hie looked on
in helpless and deep dismay.

“ Mother, " said Jessica, speaking to her in
gentle but steady tones, ¢ this isn't your house
at all, and you can't stay here.  [U's Mr. Daniel's
house , but [ dare-say he'll letme give you some
supper, and then you'd belter gv away, and
come to see me again when yonw're quite
yourself.”

The woman fastetied her red and sunken ey es
upon Jessica, and then burst into atit of passion-
ate lamenting, while she drew the child closer
to her.

# Qh! 1 wish I was a better woman!” she
cried, % I've been driven to it, Jessica. But I'm
coming to live here with you now, and be de-
cent like the rest of you. I'm going to turn over
2 new leaf, and you'll see how steady I'll be. I'll
be no disgrace to any of ye.”

“ But, mother,” said Jessica,'* you can't live
here because it's Mr, Danicl's house, and he only
took me out of charity, when [ was ill, and you
left me. We can't lovk for him to take you.”

% If you stay, I stay,” said her mother, in a
tone of obstinacy, sctting her clbows firmly up-
on the arms of the chair, and planting her feet
on the floor, “or, if I go, you go. I'dlike to
know who'd have the heart to separate a muther
frow her own child!”?

Jessica stood for a minute or two looking at
her mother with eyes full of sadness and pity,
and then she crept to Daniel’s side, and whis-
pered to him with an air of pleading.

“ I don’t think she ever knew that God is our
Father,” she said.

Daniel fuund himself at a complete 1oss as
what he ought to do. The miscrable creature
Lefore him shucked every sense of decency and
propriety, which had been firmly and rigidly
rooted in his nature , and the very sight of her,
drunken and disorderly, upon his hearth, was
an abumination to him. Since she had last
spoken, she had fallen into a brivfslumbur, and
her grey, uncovered head was shaking and nod-
ding with an imbecile aspect. Jessica was
goue up-stairs, for what he did not know, ualess
it was to make some arrangement for her mo-
ther's accommodation , and he remained motion-
less, staring at the wretched weman with a feel-
ing of abhorrence and disgust, which increased
every muttient. But presently be heard Jessica's
hight step duscending the stairs, and he started
with surprise when she came into the room.
She had changed her tidy dress for the poorest
and oldest clothing in her pussession, and she
approached him with a sorrowful but patient
look upon her face.

Mz, Daniel,” she said, unconsciously falling
back into speakiog the vld name by which she
hiad first called him, “you mustn't go to take
muther in out of charity, as well as me.  That
‘ud neverdo. SoI'll go away with her to-night,
and in the morning when shes sober, Il tell
her ali about God, and Jesus Chirist, and hieaven.
She doesn't know it yet, but may-be when she
hears everything, shell be a different womam ;
I'ke me, you know . and then we can all help
her to be guod. Ouly I must go away with her
to-night, or shell get into a raging fury, like
she used to do.”

““No, no, no!”’ cried Daniel, vehemently.

“ [ conldu't let you go, dear. Why, Jessica,
I love you more than my mencey, don'tI? God
knows I love you better. I'd rather losc sll
oy moncy, ay, and my place as chapel-keeper,
than losc you.”

# You aren’t going to lose me,” said Jessica,
with the same patient but sorrowful light in
her eyes, * I'm only going away for a little
while with my wothet.  She’s my mother, and
I want to tetl her all [ know ; that she may go
to heaven as well as us. I'll come back
to-morrow.”

- She shall stay here,” said Daniel, hesita-
tingly.

“t Nn, no, ~answered Jessica, “that ‘ud never
do. She'll be for stopping always if yon gise
inonce. Youd better let me go with her this
one night ; and to-morrow morning when she's
all right, I'll tell her everything.  She'll be very
low then, and she'll bearken to me.  Mother!
I'm ready to go with you.”

The woman opened her gwollen cyelids, and
staggered to her fect, laying her band heavily up-
on the slight shounlder of Jessica, who looked
frow Ler to Daniel, with a clear, sad, brave smile,
as she bent her childigh shoulders a little under
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her mother's hand, as if they felt already the |
heavy burden that was fulling upon ber life.
It was a bard moment for Daniel, and he was
yet doubtful whether he should let them both
go, or keep them both; but Jessica had led her
mother to the door, and already her hand was
upon the latch.

“Stop a minute, Jessica,” he said, ¢ T'll let
vou go with her this once; only there's a lod-
ging-house not far off, and I'll come with you,
and see you sufe for the night, and pay your
iodgings.”

« Al right! " answered Jeosica, with aquick,
sagacious nod ; and ina few minutes they were ‘
walking along the streets, Jessica between her
1nother and Daniel,allof them very silent, except |
when the woman broke out into a stave or two
of some old, long-forgotten song. Before long
they reached the lodging-house of which Daniel
had spoken, and he saw them safely into the ‘
attle, close, dark closer, which was to be their
pedroom.

“ Good night,” said Danicl, kissing Jessica
with more than usual tenderness, © you don’t
feel as if youd like to come back with me now
we've seen your mother comfortable, do you?”

# No,” answered Jessica, with a wistful look
from him to her mother, who bad thrown her-
self upon the bed and was fast asleep already:,
«+ 1 think I'm doing what God wouldlike me to
do; aren't 1? le knows she is my mother.”

% Ay, God bless you, my dear,” said Daniel,
turning away quickly, and closing the door
behind him. Iestumbled down the dark stairs
into the street, and rcturned to his desolate
home, saying to himself, “ I'm surc I don’t know
now a Christian man onglt to act in this case;
and there's nobody to go and ask now.”

CHAPTER VI.

The two following days, Friday and Saturday,
were always a busy time at the chapel, for the
whole place liad to be swept and dusied in pre-
paration for the coming Sunday. Never had
Daaniel felt so depressed and down-hearted, as
when he entered the chilly and empty chapel
carly in the morning, and alone, for Jessica
was to follow him by-and-by when her mother
had strolled away for theday toher old haunts.
Unly a weck ago he and Jessica had gone cheer-
fully about their work togetber, Jessica’s blithe,
clear young voice echoing through the place as
she sang to herself, or called to bim from some
Zar-off pew, or down from the gallery. Butnow
eserything was upset, and in confusion. He
mounted the palpit steps, and after shaking the
cushions, and dusting every ledgeand crevice, he
stood upright in a strange and solemn reverie,
as be looked round upon the empty pews,which
were wont to be so crowded on a Sunday.
It would make & wonderful difference to the
place, he thought, if anything worse should
happen to his master. for even to himself Daa-
iel coald not bear to say the sad word, death.
They could never find his like again. Never!
he repeated, laying his hand reverently upon
the crimson cushion, where the minister's grey
head bad sunk in sudden dumbness before God ,
and two large solemn tears forced themselves
into Daniel's eyes, and rollcd slowly down his
cheehs. He did not know whoever would fill |
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the pulpit even on the coming sabbath ; but he
felt that he could never bear to stay at the chapel
after its glory was departed, and sec the congre-
gation dwindling down, and growing more
and more scanly every week, until only a few
drowsy hearers came to listen sleepily to a life-
less preacher. No!no! that would go a2 good
way towards breaking his Leart. Besides all
this, how he longed to be able to ask the minis-
ter what he ought to do about Jessica’s mother;
But whether for instruction in the pulpit, or for
coungel in private, the minister’s voice was hush-
ed; and Daniel's heart was not a whit lighter
as he slowly and heavily descended the pulpit
steps.

It was getting on for noon before Jessica
followed him, bringing bis dinner with her in 2
little basket. Her eyes were red with tears, and
she was very quiet while he ate with a noor appe-
tite the food she set before him. He felt reluc-
tant to ask after her mother; but when the
meal wasfinished, Jessica drew near to him, and
took hold of his hand in both her own.

¢ Mr. Daniel,” she said, very sorrowfully,
t when mother awoke thiz morning, [ told ber
everything about Jesus Christ, and God, and
heaven ; and she knew it all before! Before 1
was born, she said!”

“ Ah!" ¢jaculated Daniel, but not ina tone
of surprise ; only because Jessica paused, and
looked mournfully into his face;

“Yes,” continued Jessica, shaking her head
hopelessly, ¢she knew about it, and she never
told me, never! She never spoke of God at all
only when she was cursing. I dor’t know now
anything that ’ill make her a good woman. |
thought that if she only heard what I said
she'd love God, but she only laughed at me,
and said it's an old story. [ don't know what
can be done for her now.”

Jessica’s tears were falling fast again, and
Danicl did not know how to comfort her
There was little hope he knew of a woman
so enslaved by drunkenness being brought back
again to religion and God.

“]f the minister could only see her!" said
Jessica, “he speaks as if he had seen God,
and talked to Him sometimes; and she'd be
sure to believe him. I don't know how to say
the right things.”

# No, no!" answered Daniel, ¢ she saw him
on Sunday before Le had the stroke, and he
talhed a long timeto her. No!she won't be chan-
ged by him.”

«She's my mother, you know,” repeated Jesz-
sica, anxiously.

«Ay!” said Daniel, “and that puzzles me,
Jessica. I dont know what to do.”

“Couldn't we pray to God,” suggested Jes-
sica, again, ¢ now, before we¢ go on any
farther 77

«May be it would be the best thing to do.’
agreed Danicl, rising from his chair, and knee'-
ing down with Jessica beside him. At first
he attempted to pray like some of the church
members at the weekly prayer-meeting, in get
and formal phrases , but he felt thatif he wisn-
cd to obtain any real blessing he must ask for
it in simple childlike words, as if speaking face
to face with his Heavenly Father; and this
was the prayer he made, after freeing bimself from
the ceremonious ctiquetto of the prayer-meeting
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t‘Lord, thou knowest that Jessica's mother is
come back, and what a drunken and disorderly
woman she is, and we don’t know what to do
with her ; and the minister canrot give us his
advice. Sometimes I'm afraid I love my money
too much yet, bat, if it's that, or any thing else
that's hard in my heart, so astohinder me from
doing what the Saviour, Jesus Christ, would do
if he was in my place, I pray thee to take it
away, and make me see clearly what my Chris-
tian duty is. Dear Lord, I bescech thee keep
both me and Jessica from evil.?

Daniel rose from his knees a gooddealreliev-
ed and lightened .n spirit. He had simply,
with the heartof a child, laid his petition before
God ; and now he felt that it was God's part
to direct him. Jessica berself scemed brighter,
for if the matter had been laid in God's hands,
she felt that it was certain to come out all right
in theend. They went back to their work in
the chapel, and though itwas melanchioly to re-
member that their own minister would be ab-
sent from the pulpit on the Sunday which was
drawing near,they felt satisfied with the thought
that God knew all, and was making all things
work togetler for the good of those whu luved
him.

CHAPTER VII.

Daniel went home with Jessica, still disturbed
alittle with the dread of finding his unwclcome
visitor awaiting their arrival : but she was not
there, and there was no interruption to their
quiet evening together, though both of them
started, and looked towards the door, at every
sound of a footstep in the conrt. After they
bad their tea, and while Jessica was putting
away the tea things in the kitchen, Daniel un-
locked his desk, and took out bis receipta for |
the money he had out on interest. Since be
had adopted Jessica be had not added much to
his savings ; for besides the cust of her mainten-
ance, there bad also been the expenses of house-
keeping.® In former times be had scarcely
cared how uncomfortable his lodgings were
provided that they were cheap ; and he had
found that to have a tidy and comfurtable
house of Lis own involved a great outlay of
money. Sometimes a thought had crossed his
mind, of which he was sccretly ashamed, that
the minister who seemed so fond of Jessica, ur
at least some of the rich members of the congre-
gation, might bave borne part of the charge of
her living ; but no one had ever offered tv do
anything for her. He had spent his money
with a half grudge ; and now the question upon
his mind was, did God require him to waste—
be said # waste " to hirself—his hardly carned
savings upon a drunken and wicked woman ?
It wasa hard trial. He loved Jessica, as he
had said, more than his money, and he had ne-.
ver really regretted taking her into his hume;
she was like a daughter to him, and he was a |
happier and a better man for ber companion- i
ship. But this woman was an abhorrence to

him, & disgust and disgrace. She had no more I
dlaim upon him tban any other of the thousands i

of lost men and women, who thronged the
streets of London. Surcly God did not require
him to take this money, which was the sole pro-
vigion for Lis uld age, and now that the minis-
ter was so strichen there would be no new cha-
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pel built fur Lim, and no house for the cha-
pel-keeper, and no increase of salary. That
was already a settled puint, fur the physicians,
who were attending the minister; declared po-
sitively that never again would his overworked
brain be capable of sustaining any long strain
of thought, such as bad drawn together his
cager and attentive congrzagations. It was
gcarcely even & question whether he would be
able to resure lis pusition as pastor uf this old
church; and under a new minister it was prob-
able the place might be halt emptied, and his
evolutions a3 chapel-keeper be considerably
lessened. He was getting older too, and there
wis nut more than ten jears’ work in him.
He luoked at his treasurced receipts, and asked
himself, could it Le pussible that God reguired
him to sacritice his past gaius, and risk his fu-
ture comforts upon Jessica's mother?

Then anvther question, in the very depths of
his conscivnce, was whispered to his heart,
which at first was willing tu remain deaf to the
small and quiet voice, but it grew louder
and more clamorous, until Daniel found that it
must be heard and answered.
¢ What think you Christ would have done with
this woman?” it asked. If God had brought
her to that door where he dwelt as a carpenter,
would he have thrust her back upon the misery
of the life which drove her again and again to
the vilestof her sins?  Would Jesus, who came
tu seck as well as to save those who are lost,
have balanced a Luok of savings against the
hope, faint though it wag, of rescuing the wo-
mans soul ? “ Daniel, Danicl,” answered the
quiet voice to his inmost heart, - what would
thy Lord have done?’ He tried toset it aside,
and hush it up, while he turned the key upon
Lis receipts, telling himself that he had done all
that his dutyas a Christian demanded of him,
when hie rescued and adopted Jessica.  But the
Spirit of God has a gracivus tyranny which re-
quires more and more from the sou! which be-
gins to sacrifice itself. He had mastered Lis
luve of money for the sake of a child whom he
Joved ; now he must conquer it to rescue a
wretched woman whom he shrank from.

The struggle scemed to last long, but it was
ended before Jessica came back to the fireside.
Danis I's prayer in the afternoon had been tou
sincere for him to be left in darkness to gropc
along a wrong path. His face wore a smile as
Jessica took her sewing, and sat down opposite
to him, such asmile as rarciy lit up his rigid
features.

* Jessica,” he said, *“ Gud has shown me what
to do.”

“Perhaps it be better than the minister him- -
self,” answered Jessica. .

“ Ay "answered Dantel, ¢ T don't think the
minister could have told me plainer. Why,
Jessica, suppose the Lord had been living bere,
and your mother had come to bis door, would'nt
he have cared for ber, and grieved over her,
and done everything hie could to prevent hber
going un in sm? Well, dear, it scems 10 me
it wouldn't be altogether right to take her to
live with us all at once, because you arce 2
young gitl, and ought not to sce such.wa).rs,
and T might get angry with her; but I'll hire
a room for her somewhere, that shall be alwaye
hept for her, and whenever she comes to it there
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will be a bed, and a mea) for her; and we'll
be very kind to her,and sce if by any 1eans we
cen help to make her goad.”

Jessica had dropped her sening, and drawn
near to Daniel; and now she flung her arms
round bis neck, and hid her fuce upon his breast,
crying.

“\Why, now, now, my dear?’ said I 1niel,
- what ails you, Jessica? Wouldnt the Lord
Jesus have made 2 plan somettung like that?
Come, come, we'll pray to him to make her a
good womau ; and then, who knows? she may
come here to live with us.

«She's my own mother, you know,” sobbed
Jessica, as if those words alone were clue
enough to all the thoughts in her heart.

«Yes! answered Danicl, ¢ and we must do
our best for her. Jessica, I know now that ]
love God more than aught clsc in this world or
the next.”

It was a knowledge worth more than all the
riches of earth; and as Daniel sat’in his chimney-
corner, he could hardly realize his own happi-
ness. To be sure that heloved God supremely.
and to have the witness in himself that he did
so! He felt asif he could take nil the world of
Jost and ruined sinners 10 his heart; and, like
Christ himself, lay down his life for them. There
was only onc shadow, if it could be called a
shadew. upon his joy unspeakable and full of
comfort—it was that he could not gladden the
heart of the minister by telling him of this
change in his nature.

The next day was a very husy one for Daniel
for besides his ordinary dutics. he charged him-
self with finding a suitable place for Jessica's
mother. le act with a room at last in the
dwelling of a poor widow, who was glad to let
him have it on condition that he paid the rent
of the house. He and Jessica bought a bed.
and a chair, and a table. and put eversthing in
readiness for their expected visitor.  Scaniy as
was the furniture, it was a warm and certain
shelter for the poor sagrant, whospeat half her
nights shivering under archways..t in unfinish-
cd buildings; and never had Danicl felt so pure
a gratification as whea he gave a last look at
the roem, and taking Jessica by the hand, went
back to to Lhis ewn home, no longer afraid of
mecting the woman on his threshold.

CHAPTER YL

1t was a happr Sundayx for Danicl, in spite of
the minisler s absence and the downcast looks
of tLe congregation as they occupicd their ac-
customed seats. The chapters read out of the
Bible had new meaning for him, aud the singing
brought happy tears lo bis cyes. It seemed as
if he had never truly knowa God hefore , and
though the scrmon, by a studenlmerely, Wasg
one twhich he would i.ave crititased with con-
1empt 2 week ago, now it was picasant only to
hear the names of his God and Saviour ; just
asone is pleased to hear even a Stammering
tonguc speak the praiscs of those we love.

Duzing the evening fervice Jegssica went to
stay with the minister’s children.  Jane came
down 10 her o the hall, aad told Ler they were to
sitin their father s room while the strange nurse
and thur own nurse were haviag e toge-
ther in an adjeining room.
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“ Nurse thinks.” said Jane, ¢ that if poy3a
knew, he would like us tosit with him this
Sunday evening, apd sometimes we think be
does know, though he never speaks, and he
seems to be asleep all the time.  We are going
to read our chapter and say our hymns, just as
if he could hear. And nurse says he told your
mother only last Sunday that he loves you al-
most like one of Lis own lhitile girls. So we
said we should lihe you to come and read with
us: for you are not a bit afraid, Jessica.”

They had mounted the stairs while Jane was
whispering these sentences ; and now, hand in
hand, they enter.d the minister's room. There
was a fire burning, and 2 lamp 1it upon a table,
so that the minister's face could be plainly seen,
as they stole with tender caution to his side.
It had been a pale face always, but it was very
colourless now ; the lids were closed lightly
over the evchalls, which seerned almost to burn
and shine through them - and the lips, which
might have been speaking words that scemed
to bring his listencrs almost into the presence
of God, were locked in silence. Yet the face
was full of life, which rippled underneath =5 it
were, as if the colourless cheeks, and thin cye-
lids, and furrowed forchead were only a light
mask : and while the children gazed upon i,
the iips moved slowly, but soundlesly.

# He is talking to God.” whispered Jessica,
in a tone of awe.

# Jessica,” said Winny, pressing ciose to her,
] caun't help thinking about Paul, when he
was caught up into the third heavens, and
heard unspeakable works. 1 think perhaps be
looked like my father.”

She had never called him father before, and
she uttered it in a strangely solemn voice, as if
it was a more fitting title than the familiar onc
they bhad called lum by on ordinary days.
Thev stood beside him for a few minutes, and
then ther crent on tintoe across to the hearth.
The children read their chapters, and said their
hymns. and sang a favourile one of their fa-
ther's in soft, low tones, which could scarcely
have been heard outside the roam ; and . the lit-
tle time-picce over the fire-place chimed seven
as they finished. .

1 I was just this time last Sanday,” said Jane.
© when papa had the stroke. He was just
going to pray whea the chapel-clock struck
seven.”

4] wonder what he was going to say.” said
Winuy, sorrowfully.

®Qur Father™ murmured a voice behind
them, very low and weak, like the voice of onc
wha hias only strength to ulter a siagle oy :
and turning quickly, with a fecling of fear, ey
saw their fatker's cves opened, and looking
towards them with incxpressible tenderness
Jessica 1aid her finger on her lips, as a siga to
them to be still, and with timid courage she
went to the minisier's side

#{)a you know us again ?” she asked, trem-
Wling betweea fear and joy,—* do you knew
who we are, minister 77

" Jessica, and my children,” ke whispered,
with a feehle smile fiattering upon his face

e is come back ™ cricd Jessica, returning
with swift but noiscless steps to Jane and Wia-
ny. * Lot us make haste and tell the others
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May be he is hungry and weak and faint. }‘lut
he knows us,—~he is come back to us again.”

In a few minutes the joyful news was known
throughout the house, and was carried to the
chapel before the evening service was over:
and the congregation, as they dispersed, spuke
of their minister's recovery hopefully. 1t was
the crowning gladness of the day to Danicl, and
he lingered at the minister's house, to which he
hastened ag soon as he bai closed the chapel,
until it was getting on for midnight; and then
he left Jessica with the children, and started
off for his home, with a heart in which joy was
fail.

CHAPTER IX.

Danien had a good way to go, for the minis-
ter's house was in an opposite direction to his
own from the chapel. The November fogs stil
bung about London, and the lamps gave only
a dim light through the gloom. Those who
were yet walking about the streets marched
quickly, as if anxious to reach whatever shelter
they called their home. Daniel himself was
making his way as fast as he could along the
muddy pavement, when he came to a part of
the streets where the drainage was being repair-
ed, and when charcoal fires were burning in
braziers here and there, at once to give warn-
ing to the passers by, and to afford warmth
to the watchmen who stayed beside them all
night. One of the watchmen had brought an
old door, and reared it up against 2 rude wall
of stone and bricks, so ag to form some protec-
tion from the rain, which now and then feltin
short showers.

He had quitted his shed for some reason or
other, and, as Daniel drew near, arrested his
steps ; for crouching underneath it, and stretch-
ing out her shrivclled arms over the brazier
full of charcoal, was Jessica s mother.  The fit-
ful light was shining strongly upon her face,
and showed the deep lines which misery and
degradation had ploughed upon it. and the sul-
lenncess and stupiaity which were stamped upon
her features. He stood still; gazing at her
with his instinetise abhorrence ; but very foon
afecling of profound pity took its place. He
had been twondering what had become of her
since Friday morning, and had even felt a kind
of aaxicty about her: and now, as he thought
of the room with its comfortable bed twhich
was waiting for her, instead of the brief shelter
of the shed, he climbed over the heaps of rub-
bish which lay between them, calling o her,
for he did not know her name, ¥ Jessica's mo-
ther °

The waman started to her fectat the sound
of his voice, and looked him full in the face,
with an cxpression of ulter wretchedness,
Her eyes were inflamed and swollen swith tears,
and cvery feature was quvenag asif she had
no confrol over them. She was so miserable
a creature, that Daniel did ot know in what
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wards< to speak to her: but hig heart was mo- |

ved with an unutienable compassion, unknown
to him till now, e even feit a sympathy for
fier, ac af he had once been in the same depths
of degradation, as hie looked dowa shuddering-
Iv wto the decp ahyes where she had fallen
by her sins; and the sense of her misers touch-
ed him so closcly, that ke would have given
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his life for her salvation. He stretched out his

! hapd towards her but she pushed it away, and

with & groan of despair she fled from the light®
and sought to hide herself in the darkness of
the foggy streets.

But Daniel was not easily turned aside from
Lis desire to bring some help to Jessica’s mo-
ther, even if it were po more than to rescue
her from the chillness of the November night.
He followed her with steps as rapid us her own,
and,only that sl.e had had the first start, he would
have been quickly at her side.  She fled swifil>
along the streets to escape from bhim, and "o
pursued Ler, hoping that she would soon weary
and would turn to speak to him. Butshe kept
on until Daniel found himself ant the entrance
of one of the old bridges of the city which span
the wide waters of theriver. Side by side with
it a new bridge was being constructed, with
massive beams of timber, and huge blocks of
stone, and vast girders of iron, lying like some
giznt skeleton enveloped in the fog, yet show-
ing dimly through it by the giare of red lights
and blazing torches. which were hindled here
and there, and cast flickering gleams upon the
black waters beneath, into which Daniel look-
ed down with a shiver, as he pansed fora mo-
ment in his pursuit.  Bat he had lost sight of
the woman when he lifted up his eves again,
unless the strange dark figure on onc of the
great beams stretching over the river was the
form of Jessica’s mother. He pressed towards
it, quitting the safety of the old bridge: bug,
as a wild and very mournful cry smote upon
his car, he missed bis footing, and fell heavily
upon a pile of masonry at some distance below
him

It could only have becna minute that he was
unconscions, tor the deep-toned clock of St
Paul’s had chimed the first stroke of midnight
as he lost his footing, and the boam of the last
stroke was still ringing through the =zir, when
he tried to raise himself. and look again for the
dark figure which hic had seen hanging over the
river ; bat he caunld not move, and he tay quict-
Iy, without making a second cffort, and think-
ing clearly over what had happened. There
was little doubt that the wretched woman,
whom he had songht to save, had hurried away
from all salvation, whether of Gad or man:
and yet how was it that, instead of the shock
of horror, a perfect prace possessed his soul ?
For a moment it scemed to him that he could
hear & voice speaking, through the duil and
monotonous splashing of the cold water against
the arches below him, and it said to him, “Be-
canse thou hast been faithful unto death, 1
will give thee a crown of life®

Was he going to die ? he asked himself, as a
pang of cxtreme agony ran through all his
frame, and cxtoried nmaan from his lips. Ho
was ready and willing if it was the will of God ;
but be would like to see hic little Jescica again,
and tell her geatly with hisona lips that her
moather wag dead. and gone—he could say
nothing  gentler—to her owa place. which
God knew of.

The midnight hanr was quieter than nsual in
the huey aity, for i wae Sunday, and the night
was damp : so Daniel lay for some time before
he heard the tread of a pacser by upon the
bridge above him.  He coald hear many sounds
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at a little distance; but he could not raise his
voice loudly enough to be audible through the
splash of the waters. But as soon as he heard
footsteps upon the bridge, he cried with a
strong cffort, “lelp me; or I shall die before
morning !’

It secemed a long time, and one of great suf-
fering to him, before he wasraised up, and laid
upon the smooth pathway of the bridge. But
he did not cry out or groan, and as the little
crowd which gathered around him spuke in
tones of commiscration and kindness, he
<hanked them calmly, and with a cheerfulness
which deceived them. They bore him to the
nearest hospital, but as they would have laid
him on ¢ bed there, he stopped them great ener-
£y and earnestness.

“Let the doctor see me first,” he said, “and |
tell me whether I am likely to dic or live.” }

The doctor’s hand touched him, and there ;
wvere a few questions put to him, which he
answered calmly; and then, as the doctor
Jooked dowa upon him with 2 grave face, he
looked back with perfect composure.

“I'm a Christian man,” said Daniel, “aad I'a
not afraid to die. But if you think there’s no
chance for me, I'd rather go home.  1've alittle
girl at home who'd like to be with me all the
time till I'm taken away from her. The key
of my house is in my pocket.  Letme be taken
home."”

They could not refuse his request; bul the
doc:or told him he might live yet for some
days, though the injurics he had received gave
no hope of his lifc; to which Daniel replicd
only by a solemn smile. It was nearly morn-
ing before he reached his house, under the
care of a nurse and 2 stndent from the hospi- l
1al; and thus he entered for the last time the i
home where he had spent the three happiest |
Fears of his life with Jessica. i

CHAMTRER X.

For several days Daniel saffered great pain,
hut with such perfect peace and joy iahisheart
that it seemed as if he could searcely realize or
feel his bodily angaish. Jestica was swith bum |
constanily : and when he was free from pawmn |
she read aload to him, or talked with him of -
the heaven to which he was going, and which
seemed to lic open o lus gaze already, as one
catches a glimpse fram afar off of some beau-
tiful country basking in the glory of a full
noontide sunshine. The chapel people came to
see lum, fome of them in the carniages which
of old used to set him pondering upon their
riches. and thes left lam. marvething that ther
had kaown so lutic of the religiousness of the |
1aaa who had cshered them to ther pews San-
daz after Sunday. Batas vet the mmister had ,
not sisited lum, thoagh ke had sent ham ward
that as 2007 as it was possible he would come |

¥
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to sec him.

The last day had arriced; bath Daniel and
Jessica kaew thal it was the Iast day, and she
had ol susred from hus side sance marmiag;
and sull the minister had nol came—3s2d not
been abic lo come to the drath-bed of his oid
friend.  For they were old fnends, baviag met
many limes 3 week for a dozea yearsan the
@ame chapel ; aad since Jessica kad drawn s
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them closer altogether, the learned and cloquent
peacher bad cared for Daniel's illiterate soul;
and the chapel-keeper had learncd to pick up
some crumbs of nourishment from the great
feast which the minister prepared weck after
week for his intcllectual congregation. He had
not been, but Daniel was undisturbed, and so,
patient and peaceful, with a smile upon his lips
when hie met Jessica's wistful cyes, he waited
for the last hour and the last moment to come.

Yet before it was too late, and before his eyes
grew dim, and his tongue numbed with the
chillness of death, the minister arrived, pale
i face, and bowed down with weakness,and with
a trembling voice which faltered cften as he
spoke. They clasped one another’s hands, and
looked into one another’s faces with a strange
recognition, as if both had seen further into
the other world than they had ever done be-
fore, and then the minister sank feebly into the
chair beside Daniel's pillow.

“I will rest here, 2and stay with you for an
hour,” he said.

“It is the last hour,” answered Danicl.

* Be it so,” replied the minister. ¢ too have
looked death in the face.”

Thejy were silent for a while, while the minis-
ter rallied bis strength, and then he bent his
head, his head only, for he was too feeble yet
to kneel beside the dying man, and he poured
forth a prayer to God fromn his inmost heart,
but with hesitating lips, which no longer uttered
with ready speech the thoughts which thronged
to kis brain.  The Amen with which he cnded
was almost a groan.

“My povwer is taken from me,” he said ; “the
Almighty has stricken me in the pride of my
heart. 1 shall ncver more speak as I used to
do, of his glory and majesty, and the greatness
of his salvation.”

. l“ You can speak of his love, ” murmured Dan-
iel.

“Ycs,' he answered, despondently, * but only
as a child speaks. I shall never stir the hearts
of the congregation again. My speech will be
contenpiible.”

“Jessien, tell him what you and I have been
taiking abouty saud Daniel.

Jessica hifted up her face from the milow, and
turiied it lowards the minister, = smile strug-
ghizg through her tears; and though her voice
was unsteady o begin, it rew calm and clear
before she kad spoken many words.

“We were talking how hed never be the
chapel-keeper any more, and go up inte the
pulpit o carry the books hefore you; and then
we thought it was true, maybe, whal the doc-
tar says, that voud never be well enongh agan
to preach 12 sach a bag chapel: and so we went
on alkiag about the time we shall all be n
heaven. We sud perhaps Lod wounld give you
more beasufal thoughis} there, nnd grander
words, and youd sull be our minisler; and the
angels ud zome thronging upin crowds all abour
you and us 1o hearken 1o what you thought about
Jdesus Chnist, and about God ; and thered be 2
great congregation agam.  Ualy wheaever you
were silent for & minste, we caunld look up,
ard sce the Savioar mselfl histening o us
all.”

Thea the minister bowed his paic face upon
lus bands : but ke did not answer a word.
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“ There’s one thing still I want to say,” said
Daniel. “ I'vemade my will, and left all I had
to Jessica; but I don't know where she’ll find a
home. If youd look out for her—"

 Jessica shall come home to me,” interrupt-
ed the minister, laying his band upon hers
and Daniel’s, and clasping them both warmly.

“ Um a Christian man,” whispered Daniel.
¢ Tknow that I love God, and that he hasmade
me something like himself. There's & verse
about it in the Bible.”

‘ Beloved,” said the minister, “now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be; but we know that when he
shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall
sce him as he is.”

There was no stammering of the minister's
speech as he pronounced these words, andibis face
grew bright, as did the face of the dying man.
Danicl's mind wandered a little, and he groped
about, asin the dark, for the Bible, which lay
upon the bed ; and he murmured, < It's time to
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take up the books, for the congregation is wait-
ing, and the ministeris ready. I will take
them up to heaven.”

e spoke no more; but the Bible after s while
fell from his band , and Jessica, and the mi-
nister, looking upon hisface saw thatin beaver
he was beholding the face of the Father.,

It pro~ed true that the minister could never
again preach a scrmon such as in former times,
when the people listened with strained attention,
and he was to them as a very lovely song
of one that hath a pleasant voice, and playeth
well on an instrument; but they heard bis
words and did them not. Yet he was a man.
of calmer happiness than before ; and in i
quict country home, where sometimes of a Sun-
day he mounted the pulpit-steps of = little cha-
pel, and taught a simple congregation simple
truths, he drew nearer day by day in spirit to
the great congegation who were wuiting for
him, 2nd before whom his lips should neves
more be silenced.

Sabbat) Beadings.

SELT DEDICATION TO GOD.

BY CAARLES J.

RROWN,

D. D., EDINBURGH.

O Lotd, truly I am thy servant. I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. thou hast loosed my
bo

nds.”—1's exvi.

OO0SED my bonds™ What-
ever reference the psalmist
may have had in that expres-

sion to delivernnce from the

grave—irom impending bodily

Z death, we gather, 1 think.

sufficicntly from the twhole
strain and spirit of the psalm,
that he points in it over and
above, to the anguish of 2 more
inward, soul bondage, the cifect

from the lising God, out of the

(24

of departure
depths of which he had called on the name of
the Lord, as he speaks at the third verse,
“ The sorrows of death compassed me, and the
pains of hell gat hold upon me . I found trouble

and sorrow. Then called I upon the name of
the Lord: O Lord, I besecech thee, deliver my
soal.” In answer to his cry, the Lord had not
only preserved his temporal life, but loesed his
spinit from its bonds,—restored to him the joy
of his salvation,—brought him btack again in-
to the Llessed liberty of His children. And so
—just as he thus opeans the psalm, 1 love thoe
Lozd, becaase ke hath krard my voice and my
supplicntipns. Becau.. be bath iaclined his
car unto me, therefore will T call upon him as
long as I live.” and as, at the scventh verse,
he says, @ Return unto thy vest, O my soul;
for the Lord hath dealt bauntifally with thee.
For thon hast delivered my soul from death,
mine exeas from tears, and my feet frem falling.
T wiil walk befare the Lord in the land of the
living "—sn now, in oar e\t he renews, reiter-
ales, his everlasting self-dedication to God say-
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g, Y0 Lord, truly 1 am thy servant, fam |

1A,

thy servant, and the son of thine bandmaid:
thou hast loosed my bonds.” The particular
occasion of the psalm is uncertain. If David,
as I think cvery way probable, was the penman
of it, would not the occasion of the rebellion
of his son Absalom—that fruit of his terrible
sin in the matter of Urinh—together with his
resteration at length to Jerusalem and to his
kingdom in peace, fulfil somewhat remarkably
the whole conditions of the psalm?  Buu aow-
cver this mar be, I mean to take the words
more at large and in general, even as the Holy
Gliost cvidently designed them to cmbedy the
feclings and the exercise of God's children in
cvery age, remembering and realizing their re-
demption from the bands of sin and death and
the curse, and, again and again, thus thank-
fully desoting themselves to the God of their
salvation, O Lord, truly [ am thy servant;
am thy scrvany and the son of thine band-
maid : thou hast loosed my bonds.”

Notive two things here—fh¢ old doads, and
{i¢ nacie. First, the old bonds loosed, and
sccond, the new and blessed bonds that have
come in the place of them for cver, “ 0O Lord,
truly [ am thy servant ; | am thy servant, and
tiic son of thine handmaid. thou hast loosed
my bonds.”

1. First, the old brnds loosed—tke old doads.
This psalm is bat one of many places of scrip-
tare, where a deep tesemblanes or analogy is
traced between the bondage of the soul, and
the death of the tvdr,~between the condition
of a sin-bound, sin imprisoned soul, and the
sireag datk bondage of the grave. For, frst,
the bondage 15, in both cases alike, desperatn
as to all human power of loosing from il Aad
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second, it is, in both cases alike, uoknown and
unfelt by them that are held the fastest bound
init.  And this, beeause, thirdly, it i3 death—
death in both cases, soul and body alike. 1
<an conceive some one here saying within him-
self, ¢ So you tell us, but I cannot understand
it well. Itis casy, of course, to see what the
strong dark bondage of the grave is—not so
casy to see what that death, death-bondage, of
souls is of which you speak.” Dear friends,
muay not that just be what I have said, that the
boudage is, in both cases alike, unknown and
unfeit by those who are held the fastest bound
in 1t ? However—there is at least thisdifference
between the two cases, that we caunot even
speak t0 2 body dead and in the grave. But
we can speah to a sin-bound, death-bound soul.
And I would fam speak a little to you, whoare
thus silently speaking to me, about this matter.

Supposc some man to have been guilty of a
capital crime—say, murder—tohave been con-
victed of it on the fullest evidence, and to have
been sentenced to dic in a fortnight.  You can
easily understand how that unhappy person is
already dead in the ¢y¢ of the law—already as
good as dead, because held in the bonds of a
death-sentence,—of a sentence of death.  Abl
1t is your case—it is you Ispeak of. For every
sin is, in the government of the adorable God,
capital—*® the wages of sin s death "—the
punishment annexed to it is death. You have
sinned. The sentence has gune out already
against yvou,  The soul that sinneth, it shall
die.” You are held, at tlus hour, in the bonds
—1 speak to those who have not beenin Christ
loosed from them—the bonds of a death-
sentence,—a  seotence  of  ciernal death,
«-Cursed is every onc that continueth not inall
thirgs which are written in the book of the
law to do them.”

But this is not all. You are not only held
in the bonds of a scatence of death, but you
are already dead in sin.  So the Holy Ghost de-
clares, when, speaking of some who had been
for ever loosed from their bonds, he says.  You
hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses
eadsins. Oh, we bave grown so familiar with
these words that we fail to realise the fearful im-
port of them. * Dead ia sins "—a0t only charge-
able with tcn thousand thousand iniquitics, but
dead in them—as thoroughly, that is 1o say,
esttanged from, and incapable of, 21l rightcous-
ness, as & body dead and in the gmve is in-
capablc of all activity. Donot misunderstand
me. Itis notthat we are incapabic of activity,
intense activity n mia. ¢ Dead in trespasses
and sins,” are the words, “ wherein in time
past yc¢ walked "— walked.  Alast we are
desd only to God,—too fully alive to sin—
sidead in trespasses and sing whercin in
time past y¢ walked according to the course
of this world, according to the prince of
the power of the air” Thusare you in the
bonds, also, of Sstan, and of the world.
Saffice it for my purpose, howerer, to say—the
bondage of & manifold, terrible death. 1 said
a little ago, that the bondage is, in both cascs,
body and soul alike, desperale as 1o all human
powes of loosiag from it. Buy, in the casc of
1he soul. the Londage is unspeakably more
dreadfal for this reason, to which I crave your
Atteolion, that the power of God, at 1cast,
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though not the "power of man, can loose fror
the bondage of the grave. It needed but the
simple word and will of the Lord Jesus to bring
Lazarus from his tomb—¢ Lazarus come forth -
and be that was dead came forth.” But the
power even of omnipotence (to speak rever-
ently) cannot loose from the boudage of adead
soul, consisting, as it partly does, in that
sentence of death in the law of which I just
now spoke. For to that sentence, power, simple
power, can have no kind of application. God
no more can loose the sentence of his law by
any mere act of will or power, than he can
deny Himself, or falsify his whole character
and perfections.

But, strange to say, it is just at this poiat,
where the Londage of the soul has reached its
strongest and deadliest—for, ¢ the strength of
sin is the law 7 (1 Cor. xv HG)—that we are
ready to hear of the loosing of all the bonds
together—the old bonds loesed. For, that
sentence of the law which the power of God
could not loose, the blood of the Lamb of God
could. ¢ God" couldand doth loose it ¢ with
bis own blood.” *God sent forth his Sen,
made of & woman. made under the law, to re-
deem them that were under the law.” The
everlasting Son of the Father took our nature
upon him, and, with it, andin it our very bonds
—our very sentence,—girt himself round with
it, bore it,—exhausted it. And now, no sooner
is a sinner united to the Crucified On¢ by true
and living faith, than the sentence, borne by
the Surety, falls from off him, as it is written,
« Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for us "—and, with
the sentence, all the other bonds together—sin,
Satan, the world. None of them can survive
that sentence. For, “ the strength of sin is the
law ;" and, as it is written, *sinshall not have
dominion over you, for ¥¢ are not under the
latw, but vnder grace.”

11, But thus you will perceive that we are
already in our sccond head, namely, lhe new
bonds wchich hare come in plae of the old
Sfor cter. For “sin shall not have dominion
over you." RBut to be free from the dominion
of sin is but another word for the serving of
God—and that is the nac bonds—as Paul again
and again speaks of * being made free from sin,
and becoming the servants of righteousaess,”—
“ being madc free from sin, and becoming ser-
vants of God.” # 0 Lord," says David, ¢ traly
I am thy sereant ; 1 am thy s+rvant, and the
son of thinc handmaid: thou hast loosed my
bonds.” Thus, sccondly, I speak to you of the
new bonds of the sercice of God which have come
in placc of the old for ever. First here, Toffer
o general remark.  1tis, necessarily, an alter-
native for us all—=a choice for us of bonds—of
the old or the new, For we cannot possibly
be free from bonds of cvery kind. We are
creaturcs, and must nceds be under Some
master,—God o7 Satan. Itis a choice foz us,
I repeat, betweea the old bonds of sin, Satar,
the world, bicll; and the new and biessed
honds of the service of the adorable Ged, of
which now I spesk alittle to you Tiwo re-
marks, will suficc on the new bonds of the
service of God, as presented in the text—the
one having respect o the naturs of them, the
othier to the spring and source of them.
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1. First as to the nature of the new bonds,
we are taught here that, as they consist gener-
ally in the service of God, so that service is,
ia jthe kind and character of it, first, true;
second, entire ; and. third, hearty and free.

(1.) It is true—* O Lord, truly 1 nm thy ser-
vant.” It is no such holiow, simulated, false-
hearted service of God, as men 100 ofwen vow
at communion tables, leaving them only to
serve their own lusts, and the world, and the
devil. See how David is speaking here to God,
the Searcher of hearts.” “ 0 Lord,” says he—
0 Lord, truly I xm thy servant.” Just as, at
the nioth verse, he had said, “1 will walk be-
fore the Lord "—as under the ¢ye, and in the
immediate presence, of the Lord, *in the land
of the living,” so here, “Q Lord, truly I am
iby servant.” The truth is, that those self-
deceivers at communion tables do not speak
to God at all. If they would but observe with
care their own feelings, they would find that
ihey either speak to no one, or; at best, speak
to the outer world, but do not speak at all to
t;od. ¢ O Jchovah,” David says, “truly I am
thy servant.”

(2.) And, as the service is true, so it is
eatire—not a half, divided service, shared de-
liberately between God and mnammon, sin and
righteousness, Christand Belial. The Psaimist,
by a beautiful figure, tells the entireness of his
service, < O Lord,” be says, “truly I am thy
servant, and fAc son of thine handmaid.,” For,
as a slave borr in the house,—born of a bond-
maid in the family, was ecstcemed more
1horoughly and unquestionably a slave, than
onc reduced for the first time to servitude, so
says David, 1 am thy servant, and tke son of
tkine handmaiden "—although 1 do not see why
he may notinclude, over and above. the idea
of a godly mother—since the two thoughtsare
:n fullest harmony—*1 am thy servant, and
the son of thine handmaid: thou bast looscd
my bonds.”

(3.) And as the service is true and entire, so
also it is hearty and frec. Sec how the sponta-
ncousness of it comes out in cvery word, ¢ 0
Lord, troly 1 am thy servant ; I am thy servant
and the son of thine handmaid: thou hast
loosed my bonds.” David, in fact, does not
call it bonds at all. ¢ Thou hast loosed my
bonds,” he says. And yetit is bonds, though
very strange ones—bonds of liberty, the very
defence and safegaard of liberty, yea, liberty
itself, as he clsewhere speaks, ** 1 will walk at
liberty, for T seck thy precepts.” O yes, the
service of (od is the very freedom and bappi-
ness of the creature—* Man's chief end,” and
highest good also, “is to glorify God, and to
enjoy him for cver.” Thus much, shortly, ot
ihe new bonds in the nature of them.

2. Then, my second remark has respect to
‘he spring and source of the new bonds. It is
taught hiere as to this, that (Ac loosing of the
old bonds, is the source and spriag of the rew.
“Q Lord, traiy I om thy servant, I am th,
servant, and the son of thine handmaid. thou
hast loosed my bonds.™ It is so in different
ways. Thus—

(1) First, the loosing of the old bonds is the
source and spring of the new, in that it is in-
dispensable to the whole forming of the new.
So long as the old are unloosed, the nesww can-
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not possibly exist. If we cannot be free from
both old and new—as I said—no more can we
be under Loth at the same time. A man who
is under sentence of death cannot serve his
country. His country can take no serrice at
his hands. The sinner under senteace of death
in the divire law cannot serve God.  God can
aceept no service from him.  And, besides, he
is serving sin, the devil, the world, and cannot
serve both masters—Goud and sin—together.
Fiest, 1 say, the loosing of the ofd bondsis the
indispensable cordition of the whole existence
of the new.

(2.) Sccond, the loosing of the old bonds is
the source and spring of the new, inzsmuch as
it fixes the new, many ways, sw.cily and
strongly on the soul—epbances, many ways,
the obligation of God's service on the sou!.
True, the believer is said to be - deliveredfrom
the law.” But only, of course, in the curse and
penalty of it—from the law as the condition
of cternal life ard death—from the law as
covenant of works. Considered as the rule
and standard of the soul's service, not only
docs the law abide unchanged, but the obliga-
tion of it is in many ways enbanced. Foritis
not now the will of a Master only, a Lawgiver,
a Sovercign, bui of a Father also, & Husbsnd,
a God in covenant—* O Lord, truly I am thy
servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine
handmaid : thou hast loosed my bonds.”

(3.) Third, the loosing of the old bonds is
the svurce and spring of the new, in that God s
cxpress purpose and design, in the loosing of
the old, was to fix the new upon the soul,—to
set the soul free to serve and glorify him for
ever—as it is written, ¢ Now we are delivered
from the law, being dead to that® émargin)
** wherein we were hield, that we should serce in
newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the
letter,” and again, ** What the law could not
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God,
sending his own Son in the likencss of sinful
flesh, and for sin, condemned sia in the flesh;
that the righteousness of the law might be ful-
filled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit.” The purpose of God, I say,
in the loosing of the old bonds was to fix the
new upon the soul for ever—* Blessed be the
Lord God of Isracl, for hie hath visited and re-
decmed his people. ... (&at wce, being dehivered
out of the hand of our cnemies, night serve
him without fear, in holiness and righteousacss
before him, all the days of oar life.”

(4.) Fourth, the loosing of the oid bonds is
the source and spring of the new, in thatit
brings into the soul an almighty power and
strengih, cven the strength of the Holy Ghost
to cflcctually persuade, enable, and constrain
the soul to the service of Ged. Q ¥es, in the
same hour in which the carse falls from off the
soi... the Holy Ghost enters it—4 Christ hath
redeemed us from the carse of the law, being

ade a curse for us, that the blessing of Abra-
ham might come on the Gentiles throughJesus
Clrist, that we might receive the promise of the
Spirt through faith.”™ “Sin shall not hare
dominion over you : for ye arc not under the
laf, but under grace "—the grace of the Holy
Ghost, the Spirit of holiness, of whom it is
weitlen in the new covenant, “1 will put my
spisit within 3ou, and cause you to walk inmy
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statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and
do them."”

¢5.) But yet again, the loosing of the old
bonds is the source and spring of the new, in
that, along with power, it brings to bear ou the
soul all manner cf inducements, persuasives,
arguments, considerations, Iotives, to the
service of God; and, specially, nmong these
the motive of an overpowering gratitude and
love, under the influence of which it comes to
pass thut, whereas we could not before serve
God, now we cannot duf serve him, as David
sings in this psalm, * What shail I render unto
the Lord for all his beuefits towards me 7"—
¢ Return unto thy rest, Omy soul ; for the Lord
hath dealt bountifully with thee, for thou hast
delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from
tears, and my fect from falling. 1 will walk
before the Lord in the land of the living.” ¢ A
certain creditor,” said Jesus, “had two debt-
ors ; the one owed five hundred pence, and the
other fifty; and wken they had nothing to pay
he frankly forgave them both. Tellme, there-
fore, which of them will love him most? Simon
apswered, I suppose that he to whom bhe for-
gave most "—* The love of Christ constraineth
ua.” We love him, because he first loved us.”
In one of the Southern States of America, in
the old days of slavery, there was a slave girl
whom a noble-hearted Christian man purchased
at 2 large price, for the purpose of bestvwing
her freedom upon her. Whea the writing of
liberty was placed in her hand, she did not at
first understand it. Hut when it was explained
to hber, she refused toleave her benefactor—in-
sisted on following him, and serving him all
her days. And when afterwards, strangers,
visiting at the house of her master, marked ber
untiring, devoted, eager, service of him, and
would learn the secret of it—* he redeemed
me !" was her one answer—*¢ he redeemed me!
he redcemed me!”™ The song of heaven is,
“ Thou art worthy, for thou wast slain, and
bast redeemed us to Ged by thy blood.” * Unto
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins
in his own blood, and hath made us kings aud
priests unto God and his Father; to him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

Thus of the old bonds Joosed; and of the
ncw, which have comein the place of them for
ever. I would address a closing word or two,
first, to those who arc strangers altogether to
the new bonds ; and sccond, to those that are
»ot strangers to them, but have exchanged for
them the oid for ever.

First [speak a word to you who are strangers
altogether to the new bonds. You are not
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strangers to londs, however. Yonare in the old
bonds—-¢ Know ye¢ not, that to whom ye yield:
yoursclves servants to obey, his servants ye
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto
death, or of obedience unto righteousnpess 7"
The Apostle goes on to ask of those to whom
he wrote, and who had been loosed from their
bonds, ‘ What fruit bad ye thenin those things
whereof ye are now ashamed?” Ah! it may
be that you arc not ashamed. But will you
just read the text thus, ¢ O Satan, world, self,
gin—truly I am your servant.” You gbriok
from that. Well; you cannot be loosed from
the old bonds save by exchanging them for the
new. And the Lord Jesus bids you welcome
to make that exchange : * Come unto me,” he
says, “all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you’—I will give you rest from your own
Yoke, from the old bonds—then *take my yoke
upon you,” the new bonds, “and learn of me,
for I am meek and lowly in heart ; and ve shall
find rest unto your souls ; for my yoke is easy,
and my burden islight.” ¢ Ah! [ can speak
to you. But God can speak after anotherman-
ner, * When I passed by thee, and saw thee
polluted in thice own blood, I said unto thee
when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said
unto thee, when thou wast in thy blood, Live.”
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy luden, and I will give ycu rest.”
Sccond, those who are not strangers to the
new bouds, but have exchanged for them tbe
old for ever, [ would simply say, Happy, thrice
bappy servants of the Lord! When the Queen
of Sheba visited Sclomon, and witnessed the
grandeur of his court, she exclaimed, * Happy
are thy men, happy are these thy servants,
which stand continually before thee” Ch,
poor, poor Sulomon! Happy servants, I repea,
of our Solomon—of the King of kings, the
blessed and only Potentate! What a service’
What a Master! Wlat a reward (though, in-
deed, this service is its own reward), “ Come,
¥e blessed of my Father, inherit the kiugdom

prepared for you from the foundation of the
world!™  # There shall be no more curse; but
the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be
in it: and his sereants shall serve him; and
they shall see his face ; and his name shall he
in their foreheads.” What remains, but that
you remember weli, and meditate often on the
old bonds looscd—the bonds, and the wondrous
loosing of them ; that you may again and again
rencw your sclf-dedication to the Lord, saying,
“Q Lord truly I am thy servant; I am thy
servant, and the son of thinc handmaid: thou

hast loosed my bonds.”

Hliscedlancons,

——

CHRISTIAN WORK IN LODGING-HOUSES
AND WORRHOQUSES.

Is walking throngh somc of the lowest dis-
tricts of the metropolis,—to take, for example,
the Mint, Spitalficlds, or the courts and alleys
around Bald-wins Gardens,—the reader’s at-

tention may perhaps have been directed to | night in either Jocality, and watch the travel-

the number of houses in which the an-

nouncement is made of “ Lodgings for
single men,” ¢ Lodgings for travellers,” Good
beds at twopence a night.”  In the Mint andin
llhc neighbourhood of Spitalficlds there are
; groups of houses occupicd by lodgers from base
 ment to attic: and it is onc of the sights of
« London to spend an hour or tiwo any winter'’s

lers who repair thither in quest of shelter. Ie
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some instances the houses are so ricketty, the
cellarage beneath thera so suggestive of rats
and other vermin, and the general appearance
of the lodgings su uninviting, that pedestriaus,
after & hasty look at the wretched tenements,
will hurry away, preferring the cold blast of
night to the questionable accommodation to be
obtained witlnn. Other?, not so particular,
will knock at the door; and as it opens, an
vdour of tobacco, onions, and of all kinds of
cookery, will come steaming forth, and the ear
will catch the din of laughter, loud talking,
and perhaps singing, combined. If we follow
the traveller who has just entered and paid toll
on the threshold, we should find that he has
passed through a dingy pussage out into a
courtyard on his way to the common kitchen
of the establishment, whence came the smell of
¢ onions and cookery aud the noise of many
voices. The Kitchen i5 a room which will per-
haps hold twenty or thirty people comfortably,
and it is more than half filled. A good fire is
blazing in the grate, and half-a-dozen people
are cooking their supper by it. One is toasting
a sausage, auother a piece of bacon; another
has a bit of steak, the gravy of which, asit
drops in the process of cooking, he does not
hegrudge to a neighbour's heap of thick dry
toast. Ifit were not that the smell arising
from the bad tobacco which two unwashed
(Germans are smoking is well nigh suffocating,
and that, notwithstanding laughter and sing-
ing, every one seems half-suspicious of his fel-
low, there might be many worse piaces in Lon-
Gon on a cheerless night than this common
kitchen. Supper over, the lodgers linger over
the fire, or go to one of twenty beds in an
adjoining room, and there repose until the in-
exorable dawn proclaims that they have hadas
much sleep as any landlord cun reasonably
ailow for twopence.

Many strange stories might be wri.ten about
those who from time 1o time seck the shelter of
these lodging-houses. lere has been found
¢ the university man,” telling in half-sober
mood anccdotes of his college days to coster-
mongers and street beggars, and boasting of
the position he might even now take if he were
not too proud to accept the patronage of the
wealthy ! Here, too, has been that prodigal
son for whom rewards bave becn offered in
vain, and who, having spent ali in riotous
living, has had no other means of obtaining a
lodging than by selling his attire bit by bit.
QOccasionally, the criminal has tried to be lost
ia such places from the eye of the police, and
has been awakened ia the dead of night by the
glarc of the officer’s lantern flashing in his
eyes.  While the poor of the district in which
lodging-houses are situate use them to a large
cxteat, they arc also places of shelter for hosts
of casuals who have scen better days, and who,
while they can scrape a few pence together,
will pay for the poor accommodation afforded
tather than go into the * House.”

It need scarcely be said that such personsare
scldom to bie found attending any place of wor-
ship, and that, unless the Gospel is taken 1o
them, they will be out of its reach while they
continue inmates of the cheap lodging-house.
We are glad to knosw, however, that they are
not forgotten, and that well-sustained cfforts
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are put forth week by week to interest them in
the truths which make for their everlasting
peace. By the consent of the landlords of maany
of the lodging-houses, both in the Mint and in
Spitalfields, services are held in the common
kitchens of the houses every Sunday evening
by devoted Christian labonrers, who have every
reason to be encouraged by the atiention paid
to their addresses and to the several parts of
the service.

In company with one who kaew every hole
and corner of the Mint, we not long ago took x
survey of the work done in the lodging-houses
in the course of one Sabbath eveniny. ¢ The
Minty,” as the reader may be aware, is a narrow
lane leading out of the Borough, about 300
yards in length. It is frequented both night
and day by tribes of the dirtiest men and women
imaginable; and at almost ecvery step the
passer-by may see upon the window-blinds the
agnouncement “ Lodgings for single men, 3d.
anight” In this Mint Strect and the courts
belonging to it hundreds of the poor congregate
as naturally as the surgeons do in Finsbury
Square, or as lawyers in the Terple and Lin-
coln's Inn. The houses are of all kinds, and
lodgings are let to those who cun only afforda
cellar, or a part of ong, as well as to those who
can tike a bed on the first floor. 1n the kitch-
ens of scveral of these houses religious
services are conducted every Sabbath evening
by the Christian Instruction Society of Surrey
Chapel, under the active superintendence of
the Rev. Newman Hall. This society bas
gained access 1o no less than twelve houses in
Kent Street and the Mint, and in some cases
they are even warmly welcomed by the lodging-
house keeper. In the first kitchen we eantered,
when we made our survey, we saw a strange
scene indeed. It was a low-roofed room, with
a good fire blazing in the grate, and receiving
additiona! light from two flaring gas-burners.
There were two or three rows of tables in the
place, around which abouc¢ forty men were
seated; they were of all ages, and in cvery
kind of working dress—Suunday dress there was
none. Some were smoking, some were cating
or cooking their supper, some were reading
Lloyd's newspaper ; a few here and there had
the New Testament before them, which the
Surrey Chapel Christian Instruction Sosiety
supplies to all the lodging-houses under their
visitation. A few stragglers lounged about
the door, and would neither come in nor go
out. This was the Kind of audicuce to whom
the Christian visitor had that cvening to
declare the Word of Life.  Nothing daunted by
the scene before him, be gave out a simple
hymu of praise, and commenzed a well-known
tune. e had the singing nearly all to himself;
but as he proceeded to read the Scriptures, it
was good to sce that the newspaper in one
instance was furtively laid aside, and that
although smoking was still continucd, talking
ceased.  He bhad no reason to complain o f the
attention paid to the fervent exhoriation he
delivered, ana at the close of his address the
tracts which he distributed were respectfully
received. A\ Similar audicnce, though perhaps
a0t so numierous, assembled that cvening in
cach of the houses in the Mint disirict.  One of
the kitciens we found to be underground, and



320

there wag a very treacherous look about the
place; but the voice of sacred song ascending
from the depths gave one courage to venture
down, and there we saw about a dozen of the
most woc-begone looking persons wo ever saw
taking part in an evening service. It is en-
couraging to know that these religious services
“have not been without good result, Even in
such nbodes of poverty, and perhaps of orime,
sone souls have been born agaiun, and have
Llessed God that the Gospel was ever taken to
them. In one year, by means of this Christian
Instruction Society, upwards of 23,000 religious
publications have been distributed among the
lodgers ; and it bas been computed that every
Sunday cvening there is an aggregate attend-
ance of about 300 persons in the kitchens of
the Mint lodging-houses listening to the preach-
ingr of the Gospel.

The lodging-bouses of Spitalfields are regu-
larly visited by members of the Christian Com-
munity. This Society bas bad this district
under its charge for upwards of fiftecen years,
and twenty members are at work every Sab-
bath evening. In a very small areain this
vicinity may be found forty-five lodging-houses,
accommodating more than 2000 lodgers of
every grade. The deseription given of some of
them s mwost saddening. One who has had
this field of work under his care for years, says

that it i3 next to hnpossible to give a correct !

moral picture of the district; vice in every
conceivable form is prevalent, and poverty in
every degree goes hand in hand with it. As
hand-maid to vice and poverty, there is ignor-
ance of everything good, nobly, and true ; but
a full acquaintance with crime and profligacy,
excess and sclfishness, idleness and lust, hatred,
revenge, murder, blasphemy, and sins too foul
to name. It isencouraging to know, however,
after this fearful picture, that a great change
for the better has taken place in this district,
into the lodging-houses of which Evangelists
go Sunday after Sunday and dispense the Word
of Truth, very often with as much attention as
could be secured in the ward of a workhouse.
The following is the testimony of the Secre-
tary in regard to the recepiion of the brethren ;
—4 The evidence of several of our brethren is
that s great improvement has been manifest of
Jate. As a rule, we are respected, and our
visitg readily permitted, and now and then
earnestly solicited in some of the houses. On
entering o house our brethren, who invariably
go two and two together, Kindly salute them
“ (Good evening,' and intimate their intention to
speak for a short time. The salutation is
returned, and a gencral hush goes round for
silence, coupled with ¢ We are glad to sce you ;
go on, go on!' The service then proceeds with
reading the Scriptures, praying, and often sing-
ing, which many bearlily join in; an address
foll >5ws—for scrmons arc not of much use
amongst such people—then & closing prayer.
Afterwards the visitor goes round with tracts,
and speaks kindly to eachas he hends him one;
aod now he is brsieged with a host who begin
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to tell their troubles and misfortunes, and,
finally, beg for the price of a night’s lodging,
or something more urgent still. After a kindly
¢ Good night,’ the visitors proceed to the next
house, as they generally take two, sometimes
three, in the course of the evening.”

Several cases of conversion, and other good
results, are among the fruits of these simpie
ministrations. During the past year, through
the kindness of several well-known friends or
the poor, a number ¢f frec tea meetings have
been organized specially for the inmates of the
lodging-houses in Spitalfields, These meetings
have been greatly prized by the poor pecple ;
and it has been a most affecting sight to wit-
ness the mass of poverty and wretchedness thus
brought together. The number of fallen women
who have atteaded has been remarkable; and
to these words of Christian kindness and coua-
sel have been addressed by those of their own
sex. Throngh the kindness of Mr. George
Moore, many of those who were desirous of
quitting their life of shame were enrabled to
enter Homes, and thus to find a place for re-
pentance.  Such, then, is a glimpse of the
Ohristian work which i3 being carried on in
some of the lodging-houses of London ; and,
had we space, we could give additional illus.
irations of its usefulness in several other locali-
ties than those to which we have directed at-
tention.

“ Some wseks ago,” a visitor writes, [
‘went to & small sick ward in Bethnal Green
Workhouse, I spoke to the inmates from the
words, ¢ He i3 despised and rejected of men.’
Having finished my address, [ wag about leav-

- ing, when one of the patients called me to his

bed, and, with tears in his eyes, excleimed,
¢ After that word I can trust my soul with
Christ. T eatered into conversation with him,

» and urged the importance of trusting Jesus

without delay, and then left the ward, thank-
ful in the belief that God had fulfilled bis pro-
mise, ‘ My word shall not return unto me void.’
I visited this poor man about three weeks sub-
sequent to this, and was rejoiced to find thathe
was still ¢ looking unto Jesus, and resting his

- all on Him. I may add that I have been deeply

l
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. impressed and much cheered in my Lumble

ministrations in connection with this work.
Although [ have come in contact with those
whomw the world treats as the very outcasts of”
society, I have never reccived one harsh, or
unkind word ; but the Gospel has been uni-
formly received with the most reverent and
grateful attention.” We might multiply ins-
tances of the good accomplished in the various
workhouses of the metropolis, through tho ins-
trumentality of members of the Christian Com-
munity and other friends. It is very encouvrag-
ing to know that in these asylums, where a
word of Christian sympathy is so valnablz, and
in lodging-houses, into twhich the broken-
hearted sometimes creep, only to be forgoticn,
that the glorions words are still true, ¢ To the
poor the QGospel is preached.”



