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PASTORAL VISITATION.

AN ESSAY READ AT THE MEETING OF THE CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF NUVA SCOTIA
AND NEW BRUNSWICK, HELD AT MILTON, 13ra SEPTEMBER, 1567,
BY REV. R. K. BLACK.

[ The first part of the following essay was devoted to proofs from the Old and
New Testaments, of the obligation and necessify of pastoral visitation. These
points, as the entire paper is of considerable length, we will omit, regarding
them as adwitted on all sides. The second part, here given, deals with the
denefils of the practice; and the third, which we purpose inserting next month,
with its difficulties.]

We most decidedly place the public preaching of the word in the first rank
‘of ministerial duties, but is it not significant, that while the minister is often
-enjoined to preach the word, and urged by the most solemn consideration to
“excel and abound in this noble department of labour, yet the Secripture
“designation of a minister of Christ is not a preacher, but a pastor, a bishop,
“at elder, all of which names give prominence to the idea of rule, supervision,
-eare, watchfuluess, inspection, and visitation of the flock ?

" The fact is that the Christian minister is not a mere orator, much less is
“he a priest standing between the people and God, to whom they are to come
in their approach to the Divine Being, and who should maintain a diguified
“isolation from the laity, like that of the sacerdotal class in the Romish church,
oi whom, as consistent with their error, celibacy is enjoined, and to whom
free social intercourse with their flock is forbidden ; he is a pastor, an over-
seer, an elder, who goes among the people for thelr good and Christ’s glory.
He is not one of a sacred caste, whom conventional rule or episcopal vrdina-
tion entitles to respect and authority, but one chosen from among the
people by their fre'e suffrages, whom they are to Znow as over them in the
Lord, who is to Zndo them collectively and individually, and who is to be
‘Tespected, not for the mere accidents of office, but for his moral excellence,
'!us ministerial faithfulness, his laboriousness in word and doctrine.

""We now turn to notice some of the benefits resulting from a faithful
observance of the duty of pastoral visitation. These are so marked and so
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many, that wo-can scarcely do more than indicate a few of the wmore prowmi-
nent.

They are moreover reciprocal, they affect both pastor and people, and in
speaking of them, we desire as much as possible to treat them conjointly
rather than respectively.

1st. Pastoral visitation helps the people to live well, uand the pastor to rule
well. What but living well on the part of the people is the great object
contenplated by the institution of the pastor’s office? The great Head of
the Church gave pastors for the perfecting of the saints. Unquestionably,
holy living is one great end of the public preaching of the word ; we should
perhaps say, the grgat end, the ultimate, but still not the direct and imwediate
result.

Tustruction is imparted systematically in the great truths of God’s Word,
with a view, it is true, to holy living, but not less to the correction of ideas, the
refutation of errors, the exp{lanation and illustration of the plaun of salvation, con-
viction, conversion, comfort, edification, doctrinal instruction. On the part
of the preacher, preaching, though not without. heart, is still in the main, an
exercise of the creative intellect; on the part of the hearer, hearing is an
exercise of the receptive understanding. !

In pastoral visitation, on the other hand, the lifz of the people is reached
more directly and immediately. Here the minister deals not so much with
thoughts, and things, and sbstractions, as with individuals themselves, inquir-
ing into their life, their hopes, the state of their affections towards God and
things divine, their faithfulness to duty—personal, family and church. The
teaching is purely practical, affectionately rebuking inconsistencies, stimulat-
ing cffort, suggesting improvements, and urging their conseeration to God.
Thus the visited is taken for the time being out of the regica of speculative
hearing, (and how much hearing goes no further,) and forced to realize his
personal responsibility. Llstemnf' to the sermon of the preacher, he may
only flatter himself that he can appreciate the beauty of the /diction, the
aptness of the illustration, the logic of the argument; but listening to the
plaia speech of the visiting pastor, the aﬂ'ecnonate exhortation to a holy life,
the faithful reproving of sin, the earnest inquiry as to his spiritual state, he
is made to feel, and unless irritated or hardened, will be made a better man.

But so also will visiting aid the pastor in governing. Whether it be the
rule of a kingdom, or a family, or a church, it is most true, that they govern
best who govera least. Iu all well regulated states, the prevention of crimes
and disorders is regarded as a question of higher statemanship than the
question of punishing them. So it will be in the govément of a church.
Much a3 we value-the exercise of strict discipline, we value much more the
wise government that makes the resort to discipline seldom necessary. Aund
in no way can this be better effected, than by a system of judicious pastoral
visitation.
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How many a habit of carelessness that might ultimately lead to an utter
neglect of the means of grace; how wany an error in sentiment, that unde-
tected might lead to confirmed scepticism ; how many an intimacy with
the ungodly, that might prove disastrous to Christian character ; how many
an estrangement among brethren, that might lead to entire alienation of
fecling—how many such things there are, that, unless taken in time, might
lead to frequent and most painful exercises of discipline, which the visit and
counsel of a judicious and faithful pastor might avert.

If we consider further the fact that there are many faults of professing
Christians, such as covetousness, censoriousness, pride, indolence, which as
they are blemishes of Christian character, also hinder the harmonious working
of the church, and which might be much modified, if uot cured, by faithful
personal dealing on the part of the minister—it must be evident that
pastoral visitation contributes much to the holy living of the people, and to
the good government of the pastor.

2nd. Faithful pastoral visitation will have a most important and beneficial
effect, not only on church life and church rule, but also on church work.
Christ gave to his church pastors, for the perfecting of the saints to do work
of service. None more than Congregationalists recognise the duty of every
member of a Christian church to do work for Christ. No system of church
polity affords greater facilities for the employment of individual effort in
connexion with the cause of God, than our own, and it will be found than
none of our churches are so prosperous, as those in which this duty is most
generally recognized, and where all or most are doing active work for Christ.
Now while it i3 quite evident that intelligent practical preaching will tend
much to the production of this desirable Christian industry and effort, and
vill tend to make intelligent, earnest workers, nevertheless very much more
is needed. Qur people do not more need to be told to work for Christ, than
they do-to be put to work, to be told what to do, to have their appropriate
sphere-indicated. And who but the pastor is expected to do this? But ihe
.pulpit is not the place in which to concoct a scheme of church work, and
apportion to eacl their share. This involves a treatment of details as to the
specialities of work and an amount of explanation and instruction in regard
to the means and method of doing it,.and an acquaintance with individual
preferences and ability, and a general supervision-and inspection of the whole
that necessitates pastoral visitation more or less systematic.

3rd. Not one of the least benefits resulting from pastoral visitation, is the
additional moral power thus imparted to the pulpit ministrations of the minister.
To benefit by our pleaching, our people must be made to believe that we are
ia earnest, that.we lové their souls, and sincerely desire their salvation. The
most eloquent appeals from the pulpit, the most convincing arguments, the
most striking presentations of truth, the most felicitous illustrations, will be of
little avail, if there.is even a suspicion on the'part of our hearers, that though
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very clover, we ure only professional men.  And will they not be tempted to
think so; If we seddom or never visit them, if our earnestness is merely that
of the pulpit, expending'itself in public appeals, mere general exhortations,
addressed to the mass?  Whata moral power has that preacher who can reach
the affections of his hearers, who can move them to tears by the tenderncss
of his uppeals. But how much greater the moral power of the minister who
by such an intimate acquaintance with his people, as can only be given by
pastoral visitation, has their consciences on his side and has won their hearts,
The sermon of such an one, though it may contain but little that is striking
and original, and affording no evidence of either great genius or eloquence,
but weriting only the name of a pluin, earnest gospel sermon, is possessed of
a moral power and productive of moral results, far greater and more abiding
than the most brilliant effurt of the mere sensational preacher.

If we further consider that many of the impressions produced by preaching
and that might have ripened into conversion, are lost because not followed up
by personal and private dealing with the individual impressed, and that our
visits to the flock often suggest subjects for discourse and afford us an oppor-
tunity of studying human nature in its exceedingly diversified forms and
phuses; even more valuable than that sfforded by the study of the best book
ou mental and moral science, it will we think be admitted that pastoral visita.
tion contributes to the moral power of the preacher.

4th. The spiritual benefit to be derived by the pastor himself from the
work, is worthy of notice in this connection. How great the apiritual com.
fort and benefit a pastor often derives from fellowship with the more devoted
of his flock. Fearing as he often does, that his preaching is doing iittle or
no good, how is he cheered in his work when some of his people whose
opinion he most values, have the honesty and kindness to tell him that bis
winistrations are most profitable to them. Of not less profit arc those to
him spiritually, in whom he takes less comfort, in whose conduct as inconsis-
tent he has no complacency, whose indolence, or worldliness, or instability, calls
for remonstrance, rebuke, reproof. For do not their faults exercise and,
thereby strengthen his virtues? It is in the rough battle of life, and not in
the cell of the hermit, that the graces and virtues of the private Christian
are developed, strengtiiened and perfected ; and it is not in the seclusion of
the study merely, nor even in the delightful fellowship of the more spiritual
of the flock, that the man of God is perfected, thoroughly furnished unto
every good work, tut in the hand to hand conflict with the unbelief, the pro-
crastination, the indifference of the unconverted in his congregation, and the
waywardness, i ignorance, and apathy of many who name the name of Christ.
‘This is the school in which he not only teaches, but is himself taught,
patience, humility, forbearance, wisdom, gentleness, courage, faith.

The position of the pastor is in some respects like, and in others unlike
one of the ancients, who had many servants, some good and others very
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indifferent, and who on being asked why he did not dismiss the negligent
and retain the good, replied, that as for the good he had need of them, and
as for the bad, they hud need of him. The minister, on the other hand,
though the ruler of the church is also the servant of all.  All need him and
he needs-all and may profit by all.

MISSIONARY DEPUTA? [ONS «“ON STRIKE.”

Tho reports of missionary meetings 1 one of the districts, given in our
4 News of the Churches” last month, contained some pretty loud mutterings
against the arrangewents for such meetings in that quarter. Some of these,
relating to defective notification and double appointmente, pertained to mat-
ters of detail which another year’s expericuce can easily correct. But com-
plaints are also made in relation:to the entire method in which our missionary
services are conducted ; and-that is a questioun of so great and so general im-
portance, a8 to be fairly open to a rewark or two, which we will tuke the
liberty to make,

It scemns to us, that the unusually protracted severity of the cold during the
past winter has not been without its influence in producing the dissatisfaction
now expressed. The deputativns were half-frozen, the congregatiors were
often diminished by the storms, the collections ditto, and in such circumstan-
ces everything looks awry. Wormer grievances pass into the superlative de-
gree, and new ones gather around them. But we need hardly say, that no
such peculiarity of a single season should permanently affect a system of
religious operations.

One correspondent suggests, that missionary mectings be held only in places
where they are desired. To us, it appears that this would throw the whole
matter into uncertaioty, year by year; that it would break up the complete-
ness of the present plen ; and that it would go far to prevent effective depu-
tations being formed. When every place is visited, and every pastor is
expected to take his share in the work, it can be done. We fear that the
other plan would * take the heart out of ” the thing altogether.

There is no doubt some difficulty in securing a good meeting in the towns
and cities, where public meetings are so numerous as to be a perfect drug.
The cause presented is so familiar as to have no romaatic interest, so limited
in its scope as not ¢ strike the imagination by its bulk, and has been so often
presented as to have lost the charm of novelty, while theadvocates are nearly
the same from year to yeur.

Io the rural churches, the missionary meeting is more of an event, and
creates a greater sensation. But even in the towns, we think it would gene-
nlly be a loss to give up the service, even if the pecuniary result is not largely
affected by holding it. If the addresses are at all what they ought to be, the
communication of facts, the awakening of personal sympathy, and the exhi-
bition of the grand principles and motives of missionary work, will be wore
thorough aud effective than what is usually done from the pulpit. By greater
attention to the arrangements on the part of secretaries and pastors, by unfail-
ingly reliable punctuality in the attendance of deputations, and perhaps by
4 more thorough use of the capabilities of the platform, still greater interest
could be excited. If, as one writer suggests, the restoration of resolutions
would work a revolution, by all meaus let us have them.
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So deep is our sense of the value of these services, thut we would earnestly
deprecate the breaking up of the system. We feel satisfied that without
visitation the treasury of the Mission would most grievously suffer. The
visits of a paid agent are out of the question; the present voluntary plan js
fur healthier and more efficient. Nor is it a mere question of money : nothing
would take the place of tho missionary mecting, as a means of keeping up
the fellowship of the churches. Doubtless, thera can be great improvements
made in the actual working of the present plan; and these are well worthy
of the best ferethought of all friends of the cause. The whole subject of
raising missionary funds is under the immediate supervision of the District
Committees; and we would respectfully suggest to these bodies, that, befure
the next annuai meeting of the Society, they consider the subject,afresh, and
bring it before the ‘ collective wisdom > of the body in June.

1t is a trite remark, but it is a very true one in respect to thissubjeet, that
“it is impossible to please every one.” There are some difficulties in the
concilintion of Ireland to Great Britain, and of Nova Scotia to the Dominion
of Canada, and in the reconstruction of the Southern States ; but the statesman
that could solve all these problems would still be baflled in drawing up a mis.
sivnary programme that would exactly suit every pastorand every deputation.

MATERIALS FOR OUR CHURCH HISTGRY.—No. IX.
THE ANCIENT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCII AT SHEFFIELD, N.B.

BY JAMES WOODROW.

The River St. John, from its discovery by De Monts until the latter part
of the cighteenth century, was the scene of many a combat. On its waters
and on its banks the French and Indians met from time to time their Eoglish
foes. Sowmetimes the French flag waved, sometimes the English. At one
time it would seem as if the Roman Catholic faith would predominate, and
in turn the Protestant would have a fair chance. There were settlements
and forts at the mouth of the Gemsec, the Nashwaak, and St. John, and a
village at St. Ann’s (now Fredericton). At length the crisis came. Gover-
nor Cornwallis sent Major Lawrence to Cumberland, now the bor‘r} T coudly
of Nova Scotia, to drive out the French, but he failed. Therd was no
retreating with him, however, and he set to work to keep the French ia
check. Building a fort called Fort Lawrence, he held his ground witha
handful of meu ; until a force, mainly of Massachusetts Puritans, came to
their aid. The French were soon compelled to capitulate, and were allowed
to march away with military honors, A part of the Massachusetts expedi-
tion sailed for the mouth of the St. John, which they captured, and the
French retreated up the river to St. Anns, which they subsequently burnt,
and then went on to Quebec. The demolished fortress at St. John was soon
built and garrisoned by a compauny of Rangers. Major Lawrence having
becqme Governor of Acadia or Nova Scotia, and desiring the settlement of
the country by New England people, issued a proclamation in 1758, announc-
ing his:readiness to receive proposals for the settlement of the vacated lands
or any others within the Province. This proclamation met with a response
among the New England Puritans, a number of whom agreed to settle on
condition that civil and religious liberty would be guaranteed, the Church of
England being then the legally authorized Church in Nova Scotia. The
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intending emigrants having secured the cclebrated  Charter of Nova Scotia,”
proceeded to settle at Minas, Cornwallis, Liverpool, Chebogue, and other
places, and sometime ecither in the yeur 1760 or 1761, u number of persons
from Mssex, Massachusetts, principally parties who bad served in the expedi-
tions against Fort Lawrcuce and St. John, and assisted in capturing those
places from the French, petitioned for a grant of lund twelve miles square,
on any part of the St.John river; and an exploring party of 20 men arrived
oo the 19th of May, 1762, accompanied by two families for the mouth of the
St. John, one of whom brought a frame for a dwelling, which was soon
erected near Fort Frederick, and-inhabited one or two duys after theirarrival,
Not liking the land at the mouth of the river, the party proceeded up the
St. John in a whale boat they brought from New England, and proceeding
to 5t. Anns, commenced their survey. A party of Indians in their war
costume wade their appearance, «od informed them that St. Anns was their
property, and threatened their destruction unless they moved further down
the viver. They, according to arrangements with the Indians, moved their
camp as. far down, it is said, as. the lower end of Oromocto Island on the east
side of the river, from whence they made their survey, and divided the land
off into lots, and called the township, Mangerville. 1n the order of survey
were the following words :—

“ You will reserve four lots in the towhship for public use, one s a glebe for
the Church of England, one for the Dissenting. Protestant, one for the mainten-
anco of a school, and oune for the first settled minister.”

After completing the survey, the party retired to Fort Frederick, from
which place they proceeded to Hulifax to complete their arrangements, bus
owing to the capture of Newfoundland by the French, and the threatened
iovasion of Halifax, they were cowpelied to return without anything being
done, whereupon .the land was occupied, and the settlements made, in expec-
tation of a proper title being obtained. About this time the French who
still remained in the Province became somewhat troublesome, the French
Priest, who had becn 40 years a missionary to the Indians, was ordered to
leave the Province, as well as all the French families then scattered on the
northern side of the Bay, a mandate they obeyed, but the most of them
returned in a few years and became quiet subjects. When it became kuown
in Eugland #hat some of the most eligible lands in Nova Scotia, had been
teken up by Puritan settlers, there was disatisfaction in certain quarters, and
the King was induced to comwunicate to the Governor at Halifax, an order
reserving the lands for the disbanded troops of the regular army; but the
petitions of the settlers and the remoustrance of Governor Belcher, caused
the order to be revoked, and grants issued in 1765. In that year the Indiana
became very troublesome, and threatened war, because the settlers on the
river had killed some beaver, moose,and other animals uear their own houses;
but the difficulty was settled without serious copsequences. The writer has
not been able to obtain the names of all the first settlers; it appears, how-
ever, that between their arrival and the time of the American revolution,
their numbers were increased by mew comers. They were all or nearly all
Cougregationalists, and established worship in 1762; and the lot of land
reserved for the first minister was. occupied. No record can be found of the
organization of the Church, supposed to have been in 1766. Several writers
of history state it was a Church of Presbyterian Seceders, but this is a mis-
take; other denominations having considered it something similar to Presby-
tiianism, slthough its usages wére altogether those of New Eogland
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Jongregationnlism ; and its «-7liest covenant now known of| states (—* And
respeeting Church discipline 1t is our purpose to adhere to the method con-
tained in the Platform for the substance of it agreed upon by the Synod at
Cambridge, in New England, A. D. 1648, as thinking those methods of
Church discipline ncarest the Scriptures, and most likely to maintain and
prowote purity, order and peace, of any.” At present it is difficult to ascer-
tain who first preached at Mangerville. The first settled minister, the Rev.
Seth Noble, was pastor in 1774, He received £65 a ycar, not bad pay for
that period, besides a settlement exceeding two years’ salary to atart with, the
expectation being on the part of the people that he had settled for life. But
Mr. Noble sympathised with the revolutionary party in the old colonies, and
when hostilities commenced he desired the people to leave the Province and
to go back to New England, as many were doing from other-places, and settle
together, and he would continue their minister. The reply he received was
in part as follows :—‘‘ Are we to throw away the fruit of many years, painful
Judustry, and leave with precipitation the place where God in his Providence
hath smiled upon us, both in our spiritual and temporal affairs, and, destitute
of support, cast ourselves into a place where the nccessaries of life are hardly
to be obtained, unless we could find a place where vice and immorality did
uot thrive, or at least where vital piety did not flourish more thar: here 7 He
left his charge irregularly, sométime:dbout 1777, and preached in New Eng-
land, and after the war was over, ‘Wwas Willing to be recognized as their pastor,
and receive pay fur the time of his absence, but the people did not recognise
his claims.

At the commencement of the revolution, the British authorities sent to
Mangerville for provisions, and a brig at the mouth of the river was laden
with stock, poultry, &c., taken down the river in small vessels and gondolas;
but a sloop from Machias captured the brig, made prisoners of the gavrison
at Fort Frederick, and set fire to all the barracks. From 1775 to 1777, the
8t. John was in possession of the Machias party, but in 1777 the Vulture
drove them away, and remained stationed between St. John and Annapolis.
Scveral times the Indians assembled and threatened the settlement on the
river; but their object was mainly to obtain supplies, and they-so manajed
their affairs as to live at the expense of the contending, pasalie-duitis f};

2TRY

v SRR

war. R > &

In May, 1779, that zealous evangelist, Ré%iﬁry'ﬁlline, visited Manger-
ville. In his great zeal for the purity of the church, a zeal not tew:pered
with discretion, he seems to have looked upon those who did not agree with
all his course, as unconverted, and he sets down in his diary some of the
nmembers of the church as those who ¢ did not love the power of religion.”
He speaks of the church as divided, and it appears that he organized a sepa-
rate church; or as he puts it, “I advised them as many as could to rencw
the covenant ; many fell in with the advice,” and others outside were added.
¢ The work of the blessed God increased, and there appeared much love
among them,” but Mr. Alline soon left his newly organised church, and
crossed the bay.

In the records of the Congregational Church at Chebogue, Yarmouth,
there is a letter from Mangerville shortly after this, dated the 17th June,
1779, to the pastor of that ‘church, Rev. Jonathan Scott, stating their desti-
tution of the preached gospel; and asking him to come over for a short time,
for which they would gladly give adequate remuneration. This letter is
sigoed on behalf of the Church, by Samuel Whitney, Daniel Palmer, Jach
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Barker and Peter Mooers. Mr. Scott's church had but two weeks befure
refused a similar application from Cornwallis, then in a similar condition to
that of Sheffield, aud he did not comply. The following is a copy of a
second letter, dated July 29, 1779 :—

“To the Rev, Pastor and Brethren of the Church of Christ at Yarmouth, in
Nova Scotia. The Church in Mangerville, on River St. John, sendeth
greeting—

“Frienps anNp Brerarexn,—We are sorry to acquaint you that after a manifes-
tation of God’s goodness by a visible outpouring of IIis Spirit in this place, there
hath divisions and contention arisen among us, issuing to an open separation and
setting up an independent church on & different system. In this situation, and
being at present without a pastor and teacher, we lately wrote to Mr. Scott,
desiring & visit from him, hoping that his presence might be attended with a
blessing * * * Wa again renew our request, assuring you that we have no
design to deprive a sister church of any of the privileges of the gospel, except
by consent for a time. And we earnestly hope that you will 8o far aympathise
with us a8 not to deny our petition, especially where you may reasonably think
that the cause of Christ suffers. Wishing grace, mercy and peace may attend
you, we subacribe, your frionds and. brethren, Israel Perley, Benjamin Brown,
Moges Coburn, Jonathan Burpee, Daniel Jewatt, Jabez Nevers, Jacob Buarker,
Humphrey Pickard, Poter Mooers, Daniel Palmer.”

The Church in Chebogue replied, declining to comply with the request.
About the lst of September, Henry Alline again visited Mangerville, und
remained between two and three months. The separate church on his arrival
met and made choice of two elders and two deacons, and subsequently gave
him a call to stay with them as much as possibla; but in his letter of reply,
dated October 29, 1779, he says he had no expectation of settling over any
particular flock, but would visit them as often as possible, and think of them.

On the 29th Qctober, 1779, the first church again applied to the church
in Chebogue, urgently renewing their request, asking for Mr. Scoté for two
or three Sabbaths ; but the church in Chebogue had also been rent and torn
by Mr. Alline's preaching, and as the request of Cornwallis had been denied,
and as Mr. Scott had a family of helpless, motherless children, the applica-
tion was declined.

Mr, Alline svon left Masgerville for Aunnapolis, preaching at Fort Howe
on his way. He. visited Mangerville again in May, 1780, ministering to his
flock six or seven weeks; and subsequently returned ovce or twice, previous
to his death in 1784. The separate church probably did not survive long
after Mr. Alline’s death, but it is probable that seeds were sown which led
gsome away to other denominations ia sfter years.

It hus been alrecady mentioned that in the order of survey there wus a lot
reserved for the first settled minister: and at an early day a building was
erected thereon, to answer two purposes—a dwelling for the minister and a
temporary weeting house, a part of the house being reserved for public ser-
vice. Mr. Noble could have had this in fee simple had he continued pastor,
as the Church assured him in its correspondence ; but unfortunately he left
1t vacaut during the revolution. In 1783 the Loyalists arrived. There were
about 30,000 in all of Loyalists and others who came with them, who arrived
in Nova Scotia. It is supposed the greater part of them settled in that part
of Nova Scotia now New Brunswick. A considerable number received lots
at Parr Town, now St. John, and others along the river and elsewhere.
Many of the Loyalists had ranked high in the Church, senate, bar, wilitis,
de.; others were of little or no character whatever. A number of them
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settled in the vicinity of the Puritan settlement at Maugerville, and were on
their first arrival treated with great kindness by the * old inhabitants,”” who
took them into their houses and otherwise assisted then. The Loyalists were
mostly Episcopalians, Methodists, and Quakers; and the former soon dis-
covered the lot for the first settled minister, from which Mr. Noble was fur
several years absent, and it was taken possession of by the Church of England
minister, and is still held by the Episcopalians. Among those who had taken
an active part on the side of the Crown, was one Dr. Johu Calif, a surgeon-
general, who interested himself in the spiritual welfare of the people, and
who it is presumed wrote to England in reference to their religious require-
ments. He was in correspondence with that liberal-minded woman, Lady
Huntingdon, and perbaps through his statements she sent out two niissionaries,
Rev. Messrs. James and Milton ; but no provision was made for their main-
tenance. Notwithstanding the ¢ Charter of Nova Seotia,”” a law was ia
existence making it a penalty for a minister to preach without the Governor's
permission ; and as‘Governor Carleton was absent in Canada in May, 1788,
when they arrived, they were advised to refrain from preaching tiil his
return, atter which they. received permission. They scon found their way
up river, and preached in Mangerville and vicinity, it is said with great
acceptance. The Rev. Mr. Bissett, rector of St. John, had died in the
spring of 1788, and Dr. Calif wrote for Mr. James to cowe to St. John t
preach to the people; but as he had not been ordained by a bishop the use
of the church was devied, which Dr. -Calif thought very hard of], especially
as the Government had granted £3500 for the ercction of an Euglish church
then in course of construction. The few Dissenters in St. John raised ten
or twelve shillings'a week for Mr. James, and it is probable that if there bad
been a society to give assistance, a Congregational Church might carly have
been established; but the opportunity passed, and the field was oceupied by
other-d€nominations. In November, 1788, Mr. James got a call to Manger-
ville, which he accepted. It is stated that in 1739, the house erccted on the
lot for the first settled minister was removed further down the river to Sheflicld,
where Mr. James was preaching, and placed upon the lot set apart for a glehe
for the dissenting Protestant Church in the original order of survey. Not
satisfied with what they already had, the Episcopalians coveted this loi alo,
and memorialized Governor Carleton to have it taken from the Congregation-
alists ; but Governor Carleton would not interfere.

In the year 1789, during the ministry of Mr. James, the church covenan:
was renewed, to which there are 27 names attached, 15 males and 12 females.
In this covenaunt renewal the following words occur: * And having perused
the covenant on which this Church was originally settled, we do firmly aud
cordially adhere to the same both in matters of fuith and discipline.”

It appears Mr. James was a good preacher. Dr. Calif says of his preaching
in St John: “To my understanding he preaches the pure Gospel with
power and cnergy, and the meeting is so thronged that many cannot got
within its walls.” At Sheffield, he preached with acceptance for a time, and
the people were very kind, and contributed towards his snpport heyond the
stipulation. When he was settled almost two years he became dissatisfied,
upon which his salary was increased, and privileges given. Being allowed a
vacaney of three months, he took six, and on his retnrn seemed carclessat
first, and afterwards acted badly. At length, early in the year 1792, he was
charzed before the church with immorality, which he denied, and asked f‘vlr
a dissolution of the postoral reletions, but instead of acting thercow, e



WORSHIP, 399

Church proceeded to investigate the charges. On the Sabbath before the
meeting of the Church, Mr. James announced to his hearers that * after
maoy diligent enquiries I am now fully convinced that it is my duty, and I
mean to throw myself into the Church of England, the most indulgent and
Jeast censorious Church in the world—the Church in which I first drew my
breath ;” and announced that he would perform divine service according to
the rites of the Church of England in that building, of which he had pos-
session. I a letter still extant, written by Mr. Israel Perley, it is said he
was as good as his word, and that on the next sabbath “a few strangers”
were present, ¢ while his own parishioners, to avoid a disagreeable dispute on
that day, took a private house for their meetings.”

{To be continucd.)

WORSHIP.

We call the attention of our readers, especiully pastors, to the painful fact
that, in the non-liturgical churches of our country, worship is very much
negleeted.  We have attended religious servicesin a large number of churches
in different States, and in different parishes in the same States, within the
last few years, ard been greatly surprised to find how common is this neglect.
When the officiating clergyman rises, raises hic hands and says, ¢ let us pray,”
instead of a general response of the congregation, by coming at once to their
feet, or bowing their heads upon the seats before them, or taking any devout
sttitude, often no movement whatever can be observed ; ninetecn twentieths
of the so-called worshipers neither move their bodies nor even close their eyes.
And any person entering during the prayer would hardly suppose from all
he could see, that the Great God was then and there being worshiped.

This condition of neglect has obtained gradually, no one meaning to have
it so, perhaps in part, if not chiefly, from giving up the old Puritan custom of
oli standing, and «lwuys standing during the long, und sometimes the very
long prayer, as well as during the shorter prayer, the invocation and the bene-
diction. A return' to this custom may not be practicable, if it be desirable;
but should there not be something done to preserve the idea, the fact of
worship?

The sitting, upright postare, even with the cyes closed, is not a fitting
posture of worship. It does not so impress an observer, and it is scarcely
pussible that it should so impress the worshiper. And suppose, a change of
of position should subjeet the individual to a little inconvenience, for the few
minutes, aad be not the most comfortable that could be sclected, is not the
importauce of the service great enough, remunerative enough to justify, aye,
1o demand the little sacrifice? Perhaps, in most congregations, as seats are
uaw arranged, the bowing of the head upon the pew before the worshiper,
during the prayers, and the same, or standing with the head bowed during
the invocation and benediction, could be best adopted so as to sccure some-
thing like uniformity of position. Some would prefer knecling, some the
ancicot and good custow of standing; but it is to be more than feared that
ueither of these could be made acceptable and thus geocral, while the
first vawed wight be. This is reverent, and has therefore one essential cle-
ment of worship in it. It is responsive also to the overture from the pulpit,
“let us pray.” ~ Moreover, the whole congregation thus bowed would deeply
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impress the jate comer to the house of God, and notify him unmistakably of
what was going on.

Fellowship would be secured in this way as now it is not, in the devotional
services of the sanctuary, unless indeed it be the fellowship of apparent indif-
ference! In the public exercises of the Lord’s house there should be such a
uniformity, such harmony in feeling, in position, in services, as to unify them;
make them as far as practicable the service of one individual, everything
in unison. And in what part of all these exercises is this uniformity more
essential than in that where all are commended to, or are brought iunto the
presence of the great T AM?

But we intended simply to call the attention of ministers and Christians to
this subject, that this increasing neglect may not be suffered to continue long-
ger. It is not difficult to foresee the most serious evils unless it be arrested.
Already some devout persons have feit compelled to seek those churches where
the forms of worship are more rigidly observed. And those who remain are
in daunger of estiwating our Sabbath public services only for the amount f
cotertainment they afford.  The ceremonial of Congregational churches is
very simple, and so let it ever be. But it has and must have u ceremonial.
Worship expressed or rendered must have a form.  Let that be uni-form:, or
as nearly so as possible to malke it effective, impressive, useful, acceptable to
God.

We arc happy to say that some churches are already taking measures to
avrest this neglect, and others, here and there one, have effectually guarded
against it. It is delightful to participate in, or conduct the worship of such
churches.  “ God is a Spirit ; and they that worship Ilim must worship Him
in spirit and in truth.”— Congregationulist.

REFORM OF THE THEATRE.

The Chicago Adzance having received a request for its opinion on the
question, “ Is it not possible to make the drama a means of elevation and
refineent 2”7 says:

We can not affirm that the millennium will not present the hitherto
uowitoessed spectacle of a virtuous theatre. Such a consummation is casy
to conceive. It may even be said that good men would rejoice in it.  Then
why not before the millennium ? some one will ask. The question is a fair
one, and ought to be candidly answered, in no way of heat or prejudice
What is the practical difficulty in the way of such reform?

It is not that the drama is essentially wrong, as to the poctical compusition,
or the fact of exhibition on a stage. A dramatic poem is simply one form of
history and fiction. Real or supposed events are pictured to the imagination
in blank verse after the manner of life, save =5 a little more of elevation and
dignity naturally attends such method of presentation. Paradise Lost, thaugh
a religious poem, is largely dramatic in character, and could casily be prepared
for the stage. A drawa need not necessarily be acted : Shalespeare is enjoy-
ed by thousands who never visit a theatre. The imagination of the reader
supplies the accessorics of scene. It is even doubtful whether the most cul-
tivated minds receive a decyper impression from witnessing the performance,
at least in ordinary circumstances; simply because the uuavoidable imperfec-
tions of the stage as to scenery and action, fall far short of the ideal perfection
of the imaginztion, and take from the seeming reality of the personages and
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events. Yet probably the wmass of men would be more affected by a drama
acted. Nor is acting inherently wronz. Every good reader becowes to a
certain extent an actor, throwing himself into the characters whose utterances
are before him, and by modulation of toue and varied expression of feature,
and often also by gesture, making the readings life-like. Mr. Dickens’ pub-
lic readings are an illustration of this. Thesame may be said of a good story-
teller. The elocutionary exercises at school and college are another step in
the same direction, and still more so are the tableaux, now so common, and
the various dialogues and exhibitions of our Sunday and secular schools.
What possible sin is there in representations of real or supposed life, acted
on a platform, more than if they are prioted in a book, or painted in a picture ?
A drama witnessed does not necessarily involve wrong any more than a drama
read. Surely there is no sin in members of a family representing and reciting
a play of Shakespeare in their parlor, if there be none when they sit and hear
it read in the same apartment.

But none of these things alone is the theatre, nor is it all of these together.
e must not delude ourselves or othersby such a supposition. The ¢ theatre”
is a long-known, established institution. The word stands for certain patent,
tangible things ; fora perfectly understood combination of facts and influences.
Alike to the worldly and to the Christian mind it presents itself asa unit,
with a definite character, as the definite article commonly prefized indicates;
for we speak of ¢ the theatre” just as we speak of ‘- the family,” “the church,”
“thestate.”” The word represents a permanent playhouse, nightly exhibitions,
professional male and female actors, and a variety of tragic and comic plays
suited to all degrees of intelligence and taste. Almost as invariably it carries
with it, by common association, late hours, fashionable gaiety, frivolity and
dress, profane language, indelicate costumes and allusions, actors and actresses
of loose principles, and audiences that include even the vilest characters.
Therefore the churches have said to their members, * The theatre is no place
in which the disciple of Christ should be seen.” Nor has it been thought
wise and safe to attend occasionally, when the manager,—to please a few of
more selecy taste, and to gain a little respectability for his concern, that the
trap may have a bait,—puts a Shakespearian tragedy on the stage. No alter-
nations of a little good with an immensity of evil make an institution which
Christian men can patronize. Qu the other hand, the members of worldly
and godless households, and the inmates of drinking saloons, gawmbling hells
and brothels, find themselves at home in “ the theatre,” and are its constant
patrons. We contend, therefore, that the drama is one thing, and * the
theatre ”” quite another. .

But now comes the question, why not have a pure, moral, cntertaining,
yet instructive theatre? We will honestly answer, that the main and quite
sufficient reason is, that it could not be supported. The expense is enormous.
There must be an edifice of the largest size, and in a central position. There
must be a host of professional actors and a succession of showy scenery. The
exhibition of each night costs thousauds of dollars, in a firstclass theatre.
Restrict the plays to thase of the highest order, and the necessary expenses
to the few who would habitually attend would be intolerable. There must
be somewhere a pecuniary limit to our pleasures. Auy form of amusement
which involves vast outlay, must appeal for support to the multitude, and
must cater to the popular taste. The sure downward grade is from Hamlet
to Black Crook. However charming, therefore, to the imagination, is a thea-
tre that shall be simply an intellectual treat, or a pure recreation, we see no
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probability of its realization. Perhaps if some philanthropist, whose notions
run in that direction, should build a theatre, endow it with 2 fund suflicient
to pay expenses, and secure the appoinntment of a board of censors of rigid
morals to approve all plays before their performance, there would be a chance
of success. Till then we despair of providing for our fair contributor the
entertainment she desires.

@The BHome Bepurtovent,

THE LITTLE PEOPLE.

A dreary place would be this earth,
‘Were there no little people in it ;
The song of life would lose its mirth,

‘Were there no children to begin it.

No little.forms like buds to grow,

And make the admiring heart surrender ;
No little hands on breast and brow,

To keep the thrilling love chords tender ;

No babe within our arms to leap,

No little feet toward slumber tending ;
No little knees in prayer to bend,

Our lips to those the sweet words lending.

What would the ladies do for work,

Were there no pants nor jackets tearing ?
No tiny dresses to embroider?

Nor eradles for their watchful caring ?

No rosy boys at wintry morn,

With satchel to the schoolhouse hasting ;
No merry shout as home they rush ;

No precious morsel for their tasting ?

Tall, arave, grown people at the door,
Tall, grave, grown people at the table ;
The men on business ali intent,
The dames lugubrious as they’re able ;

The sterner souls would get more stera,
Unfeeling natures more inhuman,

And man to stoic coldness turn,
And woman would be less than woman.

For in that clime toward which ‘we reach ;
Through Time’s mysterious, dim unfolding,
The little ones with cherub smile
Are 8ti}l our Father’s face beholding. ¥

So said His voice in whom we trust,
When in Judea’s realm @ preacher,

He made a child confront the proud,
And be in simple guise their teacher.

# < Their angels do always behiold the face of my Fathier which is in heaven.’—Matt. zuiit. 10.



HOME DEPARTMENT. 403

Life’s song indeed would lose its charm
Were there no babies to begin it;
A duleful place this world would be,
Were there no little people in it.
— Qbserver.

A MOTHER'S LEGACY.

A dearly loved mother—over whose grave the white roses have blossomed
and faded through many a June—very often repeated to her children the old
legend that Jerowe relates of the beloved disciple; how in his last years, when
from his infiricities he was unable to converse connectedly, he continually re-
peated to himself the words, ¢ Little children, love one another’ He
answered, when questioned, that it was his Lord’s command, and “if that
was done, it was enough.”

What a charm was in those words, spoken by her gentle voice, to still the
petty strifes of childhood.

Away in California of old, before it had been drawn nearer to us by magic
iron bands, or linked by flashing wires—the El Dorado upon whose wastes
so many hopes lie shipwrecked—wandered the mother’s ouly boy. v a
seclnded spot stood the log hut of a « prospecter,” patterned after hundreds
of others, many worse, few better.

It consisted of one dim roow, lighted voly by the open door, or a sunbeam
straying through the large chimney flue. A bed of rough blankets, tossed
intv a heap, occupied a corner. Qu the ashes-covered hearth, of rough stones,
stond a kettle that had been used, unwashed, one would not like to think how
long, or questioned whether dogs and men did not have access to it indiseri-
winately.  Upon the table were scattered in dire confusion, dirty plates and
dishes: pieces of dry, gray-looking bread, variegated with yellow stripes of
saleratus ; pork, boiled, fried and raw; candle ends in scooped out potatoes;
lumps of quartz or “blossom rock ; 7’ the whole medley crowned by an old
rusted pan, in which, here and there, glittered a speck of the precious dust
for which all comforts of civilization were bartered.

The rough men who oceupied this cabin—rough because of the ahsence
of those humanizing influences that gather around the fireside where wife and
children wait to meet the father when the day’s work is done—have 1aft this
comfortless abode for their usual labor in the mountains. The evening pre-
vious, in trying their skill upon a deserted “ hole,” they had dug a few feet
and undiscovered a seemingly rich lode. Burning with eagerness, they had
gone out after sunrise to follow up their discovery. There were three of
them, two middle aged men, and a youth of cighteen. They had travelled
across the plains in company, and had formed a sort of partnership, agreeing
to share alike in good or ill fortune.

But the greed of old everywhare fosters the same evil passions and blunts
the best feelings of the heart. The boy Robert—the mother's boy—had really
discovered the indication which had led to the discovery of the lode, and was
willing to share with his companions according to the terms of their partner-
ship. He was but thirteen when his mother died, leaving him to be buffeted
by heartlessness and injustice, and to pick up associates whose influence was
far from bencficial; but the sense of right, the yielding of self for the sake
of others, as early impressed by her, had not been crashed out.

To the two men hardened at the prospect of enriching themselves, he seemed
a character easily influenced. They dared not cheat cach other, but combined
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to cajole the poor boy out of his expected portion of gold hopes. When they
found, however, that day after day he worked on, insensible to all hints to
“go higher up the mountain, and prospect a little,” and quietly insisted, in
spite of their assertions to the contrary, that he had been the first to discover
the Jode, and maintain his right to the share of the gold,—the look of avarice
tempted them to threatening words, and finally to ruffianly blows.

‘Do you s'pose a boy like you’s going to lay down thelaw to us ? take that
for your share,” and the speaker hurled a large piece of quartz at the lad.
The boy dodged it, but in so doing his foot slipped and he fell, striking his
head violently upon the projecting point of a rock. There he lay insensible
und out of their way at lust.

“Good enough for him,” said the man. ¢ He'll hold his tongue now, I
reckon.” .

“ Shut up,” said the other, ““I dido’t come here tobe a murderer. Curse
the gold and you too.” Throwingdown his pick, he hastened to the prostrate
boy and endeavored to bring back consciousness. After a time he was par-
tially successful. Then compelling his companion to assist, they made a
rough hurdle, and laying the boy upon it, took him to the comfortless cabin.

He soon roused out of the stupor following the blow, but not to sanity.
He lay for a few days in the delirium of fever. Inhis gentle, dreamy wander-
ing, his memory carried him back to the home group, gathered about their
mother in the twilight of long years gone by. * Little children love one
another,” he would murmnr, with such a peaceful smile about his lips, that
the rough nurse grew tender-hearted at the sight.

“Don’t quarrel, Ben,” he would say, as a half consciousness of the present
came over him,—¢ forgiving one another in love—she said that, too—Jesus
told her—and when He comes we shall be like Him—Ilove, all love.”” And
at length, as he faintly whispered these words, the Saviour called him away.

They buried him in a shady grove that lay behind the hut, beside a little
stream that came leaping down from the mountain. The man Ben hewed a
sapling for the grave, in a rude resemblance of a cross, cutting upon it in
uneven letters, the word ¢ Love;’” and, when in after years he told the
story with his own children clinging about him, he always added, ¢ And what-
ever else you forget, boys, never let go that verse.”— Watchman and Re-
Jlector.

BUSYBODIES.

Pry is, gencrally speaking, a mean-looking creature. He usually stands
about five feet nothing, and weighs a mere trifle. He may occasivnally reach
a great height; but he is then pretty sure to resemble those giants who are
exhibited in caravans and elsewhere, who are knock-kneed to such an estent,
that they nearly always wear a petticoat or some sort of a skirt reaching down
to the middle of the leg, who are narrow-shouldered, who are weak-voiced,
and whom an ordinary school-boy of sixteen could thrash. Pry’s chiefund
best features are his eyes, of which he has no more than two, but which are
equal to half a dozen of the common kind. They remind you forcibly of
gimblets ; they seem calculated to pierce through a deal door. ~ Pry’s manner
18 brisk and cheerful; he has no hesitation about speaking first to strangers;
and in whatever circumstances you meet him, he will take the greatest interest
io you; will try to getout of you who and what you are ; how much you have
a year; what sort of health you enjoy generally, and whether you are suffer-
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ing from any particular ailment just at present; whether you are married or
single : whether you huve any parents or children, aud how they all are, and
what lines of life they are in; what business you are about just now; what
your politics ; and whether you have a vote. ~If you suub him, as it is likely
you will, he takes it very good-humouredly, and merely sidles off to somebody
else, to ask who you are, and how much you hive a year, and so on. Itis
very rash to ask Pry to do any little piece of business for you. He will doit
with pleasure, but be will make it a means of getting a sight of your skeleton.

Tor Pry has a way of dving far more than you ask him. If you propose
to Pry to walk with you as far as the Bank, and expect to get rid of him at
the Bank, you are a very sanguine person, and will find yourself greatly mis-
taken. Pry will stick to you until he knows all your movements, at least for
that day. Pry being a stranger, will carefully mark your outward appearance,
and from something which strikes him, will begir kis questions. Perhaps
you wear a mourning band upon your hat. Pry will commence with a few
remarks about the prevalence of some epidemie, and will then say, inquiring-
ly: “Lost a relative, sic ?”  Or you may walk lame, and Pry will ask, “ Met
with an accident, sir ?””  You may answer gruffly, ¢ No, I haven’t;”’ but Pry
will continue heartily, ¢ Ah! gout then, I suppose ?”” And he will go on to
# Rheumatism, perhaps?’ or ¢ OQOnly corns, then?” uniil you lose your
patience, and tell him * a piece of your mind ;> when he will reply, quite
affably and cheerfully, ¢ Oh! no offence, I hope, sir; I meant no offence,
sir.”—From Sketciies of Character in the People’s Magazine.

TO YOUNG MARRIED CHRISTIANS.

[An old friend, in sending the following lines, says :—

“In looking over some old papers I found a card containing the enclosed. I send
you & copy for the INpEPENDENT, if you think proper, aud would remark to you that
had I and Mrs.—— adhered to the advice therein contained, during our union of up -
wards of 64 years, our happiness would have been of a higher and holier order.”

We cannot say that the verses come up to our standard as poetry. In fact they
are mere doggerel. Dut their sentiment is so goud, that, as it may slick better
in this form, we overlook that fault.—Ebp.] .

‘The writer here in much affection sends

Sure plain adviee to his young married friends.
Should you the friendly hint receive, it may
Subserve your interest in a futuve day.

Your various duties learn, and always move
By rule, and let your actions spring from love.
Yourselves, your tempers, o each other suir,
And rather yield than carry on dispute.

Be emulous for that exalted sense,

Which fears to give and scorns to take offence,
Should emall disputes arise, in patience wait,
A little time may set the matter straight;

If one speak rashly in an angry fit,

‘The other must be deaf, and silent sit.

Never lose sight of what the Scriptures say,
The man should rule in love, the wife obey.
Let all dissensions in the closet end,

Aud never bring them up before a friend.
Your mutual duties study when aloue,

And when with others, prove your hearts are one.
Your neighbors, visiting, wiil then perceive,



406 HOME DEPARTMENT.

Iow diff 'rent from the world believers live.
Cireful attend God’s worship every day,

Nor suffer trifles to create delay.

Duties performed in proper time and place

Add to religion a superior grace.

Consult each other always, often pray

‘What's best to do, or what to give away.

At meals some subject started might be well,
Of God, or Christ, the soul, of heaven or hell.
Early to sleep retire, and early riso,

Lest you neglect {our morning’s sacrifice.

Be firm and regular, whate’er it cost ;

Good works ill done will prove but labor lost.
Be frugal, prudent, yet not meanly near;

‘T'he Christian show in all you eat and wear.

At home, abroad, keep this in constunt view,
Not what you may, but what you ought to do.
Within the compass live: :he rule uttend,

At first set out as you would wish to end.

If Children be your portion, thankful be ;

They may be blessings for eternity.

Be tender, not indulgent, use the rod,

Yet curb with reason, thus you’re tanght of God ;
1f sickness seem to call them, don’t refuse ;
‘What most we give to God we best may uso.

As friends of Jesus, show the steady friend,

T'o souls and bodies your assistance lend.

Be such throughout the piece, as shall constrain
The world to say your faith is oot in vain,

Muy God who first the baud connubial ty’d,
With providential blessings crown and guide
Your future steps ; and with supplies of grace,
Your souls, your bodies, and vour offspring bless.
When flesh and heart shall fuil, and life shall cease,
May faith in Christ yield glory, joy, and peace.

KITTY'S FIRST SHOES.

Kitty Finnigan went home from Mission Sabbath-School one day witls
good news; so she ran all the way. ¢ Mother!” she ecried all out of breath,
‘“the teachers are going to have a meeting to sew for us; and if we want
shoes, we can go to Miss Linley’s on Saturday morning, and she will give
them to us!”

Poor little Kitty! she had so few clothes, and those were so short aad
50 ragged, that one meecting might have occupied itself with her case alone.
Her dress hardly covered her kaees, and she had neither shoes por stockings,
nor ever had had aoy in all her life. A soiled sun-bonnet hung round her
face and neck—a face that was almost pretty, it was so bright and animated.

“And teacher says I am to have a hood and 2 new dress, and I'm going
for a pair of shoes next Saturday.”

Mrs. Finnigan looked up from the pork she was frying.

“And what do ye want with shoes at all ?”” she said.

Kiity had thought it would he very five to wear shoes, but her mother's
question was hard to answer. DBut she said, after some thought, ¢ They'll
keep my feet warm.”
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“Och, sure! and didn’t ye slide on the ice barefoot ull last winter, and I
couldn’t keep ye in the house ; and what will ye be wanting your feet warm
this winter for?”

Kitty tried again. “1 was thinking my bare feet were not fit to be round
teacher’s beautiful clean dress.”

“And what’s to make your shoes cleaner than your feet?”

Tn despair, Kitty told the truth at last. “Biddy Maloney and Ann
Muginnis and Nora O’Neil bave shoes, and nobody but those Bradishes o
barefoot.”

“ Faith, and is that your reason? Well, I won’t be hindering you; go
and get your shoes and good luck to you.”

That night and every night that week, Kitty counted the days, to sec how
many more must pass befure she could go for the shoes. At last the long
waited for Saturday came. Miss Linley had only just finished breakfast
when she saw Kitty pass the window to knock at the basement door. ¢ Shew
the little girl here,” she said to Ellen, the waiter. The breakfast things were
on the table still when Kitty came in, and she Jooked at them with such
longing eyes than Miss Linley bade Ellen prepare a place for her at the table,
and she sat reading the morning paper while Kitty diank coffee out of a
child’s silver cup, and found out how nice buttered rolls tasted. Meanwhile
Ellen was clearing the table and Kitty thought how delightfil it must be to
be a waiter like Ellen and live in such a handsome house.

After breakfast, Kitty remembered the shoes, but had not thé courage to
say & word till Miss Linley asked, ¢ Did you come for shoés ?” ¢ Yes, please,
ma’am.”  Ellen brought in a large box, from which Miss Linley took several
pairs.  Kitty hardly knew how to try them on; but, with a little help, she
soon found a pair that fitted her, of strong, stout leather shoes. Miss Linley
talked so kindly that at last Kitty bad the courage to say, ¢‘I wish I was old
enough to go out to service. I should like to be a servaiit.”

“You must grow older and stronger, and leirn a good inany things first,
my child. But you know whose servant you can be now, don’t you?’

“ No, ma’am,” said Kitty with wondering eyes.

¢ You know wko the Lord Jesus Christ is, don’t you 7"

«T heard about Him in Sunday-school.”’ .

“You know that He can sce you and hear what yousay. He is our Master,
and a good kind Master He is.  You are not too little to be His servant.”

“Well, I will)” said Kitty. * What are his orders ?”

“There are a great many ; tiiey are written down in the Bible. I will tell
you three things, and you may come here next Satirday, and tell me how
you succeed in the service. Qbey your father and mother ; be kind to your
brothers and sisters; and be clean.” ) .

Kitty blushed as she looked at her dirty dress and unwashed hands, and
thought that there was nothing very clean about her but those new shoes, 1
will go home and wash my face,” she said ; and Miss Linley smiled to see
her proriptness in making a beginning. So, With heér neiv shoes on her feet
Kitty started for home. It was more than a mile, but it had not seemed long
when she came. Now her feet felt so strangely that she could not take a
step without thinking of thein. Onée or tiwice she slipped and fell, ill, guite
out of patience with her shoes, she sat down on a doorstep, took them off, and
cartied them home in her hand. Al the family looked at them, and Kitty
tried them on, then Tom strutteéd round the foom in them, making a.great
noise, and finally Patsy toddled about in them, till they tripped him up, and
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his mother took them off as he lay kicking and screaming in her lap, aud
Kitty hid them under the bed in the next room.

“ Kitty ! Kitty ! come back and mind the baby, while I get dinner ready.”
Kitty was at the open window, on the point of jumping out in the strect,
when her Master’s orders occurred to her mind; ¢ Obey your mother; be
kind to the children.” She turned and went back. She did not think much
about it, this first act of obedience to Christ, but I think the angels in heaven
were glad, for it was her first step in the path which leads home to heaven.

“ Mother,” she said, when the baby was tolerably still, ‘“couldn’t this
dress of mine be washed 7’

¢ Faith, no!” she said ; *“the colors would run out of it, and it would
shrink up to nothing. What put that into your head?”

Kitty made no answer. Imagination failed to picture what the dress might
look like if the colors were more gone than they were, and it became scantier
and shorter. I must wait for my new one,” she thought. But that evening
she brought water from the pump at the corner, and took such a bath as she
had never taken before.

Next morning, early, with clean, bright face, smooth hair, and her new
shoes, she started for Sabbath-school. She had better success in walkiug,
and reached her destination without accident. She looked at the shoes a
great deal, when she ought to have paid attention to the lesson ; but theu
you know some little children do that, even when they are mnot the first
they ever had. And Kitty was satisfied, for Biddy and Aun and Nonh
looked at them, and the Bradishes said, ¢ Let us have new shoes too !”

Before next Sabbath, Kitty’s kind teacher brought her a neat new dress
and a new hood, and when she saw how careful she was to keep these clean,
she gave her a shawl and various other things, until little Kitty’s wardrohe
was quite respectable.

She thought much of the Master’s orders. Miss Linley told her that he
bids us read the Bible to learn his will, and Kitty set herself to learn in good
earnest. Mrs. Finnigan thought she could not spare her to go to school, but
Kitty’s father and her Sabbath-school teacher persuaded her at last, and Kitty
went.

“I am Christ’s little servant, He is my Master,”” she very often thought ;
and she has grown up to be a useful happy Christian woman. With what
gratitude she remembers the kind lady who gave her good and timely counsel
with her first pair of shoes.—Independent.

MINISTERS’ CHILDREN.

I. Nothing ought to be presumed that seems to contradict the Bible. Let
God be true, even if it should follow that all the clergymen in the land have
been remiss in their duty. .

II. Tt does not follow that children are properly trained, because they have
good parents. Of one of David’s sons it is recorded, * His father had not
displeased him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done so ?” And it is
well known that Eli was deficient in his duty as a father.

. '{III. Children are much more likely to follow their mothers than their
athers,

IV. If it were true that ministers’ children were so bad, it might be traced
in some measure to the unreasonable expectations some parishes have with
regard to the minister’s wife. If she must necessarily be much away from
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her little ones in their carly years, the minister’s children will stand but a
poor chaunce of being well trained. If God had intended what some expect,
He would never have caused it to be written in His word, #A bishop must be
the husband of one wife.” Besides the number required for the parish, one
would have been allowed for himself and his children.

V. But, is it a fact that the children of ministers and other good people
do {:equently not turn out well?  Not if there be truth in the adage, “ Figures
do not lie.”” ~ Take the first hundred biographies in Dr! Sprague’s great work,
and it will be found that over 110 of their sons became ministers; and a
very large proportion of the remainder became ornaments and blessings of
society.

Fr(?m reliable statistics gathered in various parts of the United States, it
is found that out of 5,548 children of ministers and deacous, over 15 years
of age only 54, or less than one in a hundred, could be said to have turned out
badly Rev. E. Smith, in his work “ Nine Years among the Convicts,” says :
«Tor the past nine years in which I have had personal acquaintance with several
hundreds of convicts, I have not found a son of a clergyman, deacon, class-
teacher, steward or church-warden among them, except one; aud he was
carly adopted into a wealthy, but wicked family.”’ 1 contend then, that
when children of ministers and other good people do not turn out well, the
cases are taken notice of and spoken much about because they are so singular.

In the whale-fishery it is customary when a whale has been discovered for
aharpoon to be cast at it. It frequently happens that after the fish has been
plerced, it dives into tlie deep, but generally it is at length secured. Aund
sometimes after that godly fathers and pious mothers have done their utmost,
the favored child may seemingly dive into depths of sin. But in many, I
believe in most cases, he is at length secured for God and goodness.—Advance.

DON'T LEAVE THE FARM.
DY CLARA F. BERRY.

Come, boys, 1 have something to tell you,
Come near, I would whisper it low—
You are thinking of leaving the homestead,
Don’t be in a hurry to go!
The city has many attractions,
But think of the vices and sins,
‘When once in the vortex of fashion,
How soon the course downward begins,

You talk of the mines of Australis,
They’re wealthy in gold without doubt,
But ah! there is gold on the farm, boys,
If only you’ll shovel it out.
The mercantile life is a hazard,
The goods are first high and then low,
Better risk the old farm awhile longer,
Dow’s be in a hurry to go!

The great busy West has indncements,
And 5o has the busiest manrt,

But wealth is not made in a day, boys,
Don’t be in a hurry to start!

The bankers and brokers are wealthy,
They take in their thousand or so,

Ah! think of the frauds and deceptions,
Don’t be in a lurry to go!
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The farm is the safest and surest,
The orchards are loaded to-day,
You’re free as the air of tlie motintains,
And monarchs of all you survey.
Better stuy on the farm a while longer,
Though profits come in rather slow,
Remember you’ve nothing to risk, boys,
Dow’t be in a hurry to go! '

@orrespondenee..

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

It is in our hearts to thank the various correspondents by whom our ¢ News
of the Churches”” is made so full and so interesting from mouth to mouth ; not
only those who send us criginal intellizence, but those also who furward a
copy of a local newspaper with an appropriate item. We hope that all such
will continue their services; and that others, who have been negligent, will
follow their example.

Several communications, as well as editoriuls, are again laid over. We
suffer more pangs from this cause than any of our contributors, ten times
over.

Under the new Postal law, manuscript for the press will pass at one cent
per ounce, if put up open at the ends, and containing no letter.

SOUND DOCTRINE.

“ But speak thou the things that become sound doctrine.”—Titus ii. 1.

“iBy grace are ye saved, through Faith: and that not of yourselves.”—Eph. ii. 5.
Dear Sir,—DMy attention hds been drawn by a friend to the 566th hymo
in our-excellent hymn-book, (the New Congregational,} which hymn seems,
in a doctrinal point of view, of a rather questionable character. Our hymn
book comes into the hands not only of well-informed; intelligent, and estab-
lished christians, but into the hands of young converts, and of persons not
so fully indoctrinated in gospel truth; whose knowledge and impressions of
doctrine have been gleaned, perhaps, from preaching, not (from a Congreg-
tional point of view) in accordance with the divine word. The hymn
commences thus, “A charge to keep I have.”” Now, what characters are
supposed to be uttering this hymn? Tt is classéd under the head, © The
christian life—personal dedication.” Tt is, then, the language of one
devoting himself to God, and who kas committed his soul iato the hands of
Jesus, relying not only on the Saviour alone for pardon and acceptance with
God (salvation and eterhal life), but upon His omnipotent grace for strength
and ability to live to and glorify Him. What, then, is the “ckarge” the
hymn speaks of? Is it to glorify God? If so, well: we are eshorted to
glorify God in body and in spirit which are His. But the hymn proceeds,
“A never-dying soul to save, and jit i¢ for the sky.” Is this true? Isnot
that soul safe in the hands of Jesus ?—having believed ; relying on Christ;
aod living to Him? And is it not the work of the Holy Spirit (operating
with the appointed wmeans of grace) to carry on in the renewed soul that
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complete deliverance from sin, and from worldly influence, which must fit it
to join the just “made perfect2” Do not the tone and expression of this
hymw (parts of it) seems to intimate that the keeping and saving (salvation)
of that soul are in the bands of the believer himself? Can a person be
vightly said to be saving his owa soul by glorifying God cs a means of saving
his own soul 2

Then look at the two lust lines of the hymn, “Assured, if I my trust betray,
Ishall forever die.”” What trust ? the soul? Is his soul then committed to
his own keeping?  Was not that soul sufe from the hour when he first
believed and cast himself as a sinner upon the mercy of God or Christ Jesuy;
and placing himself beneath the bauner of the Cross, dedieated his powers to
the constant service of the Most High? Can such a soul possibly ¢ forever
dic?”  Does not the hymn convey this idea—that after a soul has believed
in Christ and has dedicated itself to his service and glory, it is still insecure,
and is contingent upon its own exertions? How does this accord with
Christ's declaration, 1 give unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall never
perish 27’ We know that it is the duty and privilege of the believer to seel:
grace, and improve’ every privilege, for his complete deliverance from sin,
and for preparing him for the region of light and love, and to use all helps
thereto : but surely aZl our sufficiency and safety and salvation is of God in
Christ Jesus. In one seuse, and to some extent, does not the sentiment of
the hymun neutralize the doctrines of the cross? Andis it a safe and suitable.
hymn for general use in our churches? W. B.

D ——

[We honour our good correspondent’s zeal for the truth ; noris he the first
that has objected to the hymn in question ; but we cannot agree with him in
his eriticism. No hymn,*sermon or prayer needs to embrace a whole system
of theology : it may very fairly, and will far more effectually, deal with one
trath, or a few truths, at a time. There are expressions in the Bible itself,
which would be obnoxious to this rigid rule of judgment. Puul says to
Timothy, (1 Tim. iv. 16,) after certaiu directions for fidelity in his work, “In
doing this thow shalt lLoth save thyself, and them that kear thee)’ Now a
strict constructionist, on the ground of this, might bring Paul in ds guilty of
“negative theology,” ignoring the work of Christ, and so on ; yet we rather
think that he held pretty firmly the doctrine of Justification by Faith alone;
and that he regarded Timothy as already a believer in Jesus.  In like manner.
James says, (James v. 20) “ He which converteth a sinuer from the error of
his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.”
Was he, too, unsound? Again, Jud'e, in his epistle, (vs. 20, 21,) speaks of
“building up yourselves on your most holy Faith,” aud ¢ keeping yourselves
in the love of God;”” and Paul, (1 Cor. ix. 27,) “ Ikeep under my body and
bring it into subjection; lest that, by any means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway.” Did these Apostles not depend on
Christ alone ? did they not feel a full assurance of salvation ¥ These illustra-
tions might be pursued at greater length, but are suficient. We do not think
there is any cause of alarm. The writer of the hymn—Charles Wesley—
also wrote the two following ones, which, holding up the other side of the
shield, fully recognise the work of Christ and the Holy Spirit; and another,
(unfortunately not in the New Congregational, No. 384 of Wesley's Iymns,
368 Suldath H. B.,) which contains as good Calvinistic doctrine as we want
to see, as follows :—
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“He wills that I should hoiy be;
What can withstand his will?

The counsel of His grace in me
He surely will fulfil,” .

We often use the hymn objected to; and feel that it helps us to observe
Paul’s injunction, Phil. 1i. 12, ¢ Work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling,” without opposing the reasou he gives for'so doing— {t is Cod
that worketh in you to will and to do of His good pleasure.”

Faterary Hotices.

The Congregational Year Book for 1868, has its usual collection of valu-
uble—or invaluable—denominational material.  But it is still astmy on
Canadian maitess, where we have so often laboured to set it vight. We give
up the attempt. But we ¢hink some of our secretarial bretliren might hare
better saecess.

The Christian ¥Year Book for 1668, edited Ly Rev. B. 8. Ashton, is a
great improvement upon the first volume. It is a most useful manual of
reference in relation to Protestant churches, mission and religious societies,
of all denowinations, and in all coantries. These colonies have their fuir

proportion of space. .

«Pyg Lire of CHRIST.”—Rev. Henry Ward. Beecher is engaged in
writing a life of Christ which is intended as an antidote to the Same Beurve,
the Kcce Homo and the Aleyone theories. Though several bouks are written,
aud mioic are soon 0 be produced, this oue, cowing from snch a source, will
have muny readers. Mr. Beecher himself says of ii—At a time when a chill
mist of doubt is rising over all the sacred records frow an excessive addiction
to material science it would seem thit goud scivice might be rendered to
religion by reasserting, in lunguage and by methods congenial to the wauts of
modern thought, ihe divinity of vur Lord and Savicur Jesus Christ.

A new Hymn and Tuae Book appears now almost cvery week. One of
the lutest is The “Book of Preise” Hymnal, compiled and arranged by Sir
Roundell Palmer, with music by Mir. John Hullah (Macwillan 1Swmo., with

wusic, 3s. 6d.)

Among recent travellers in the countries of Scripture, no one scems to have
brought home more valuable illustrations than Rev. H. B. ‘Cristram, who has
published two volumes entitled, The Land of Irael, and The Natural
History of the Bible (Christian Knowledge Society, 12wo., 7s. 6d.).

Peter Force has recendy died at Washington.  He must have been about
80 years old. He went to Washington as a journeyman printer iu 1815.
In 1820 he commeuced collecting statistics of a uational character, and for
16 ycars published an annual called the « Nationa} Calendar.”  In 1533 ke
cowmenced the publication of the famous “American Archives,” a work of
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nine folio volumes, bringing the documentary history of the American Colonies
from 1774 down to 1779. It was intended to include in this work all the
letters, documents, ete., relative to the settlement and history of the United
States, from 1492 to the establishment of the present Government in 1789.
In the prosecution of this gigantic labor, Mr. Force speat 50 years of his
life, but gave it up for want of means, having accumulated the most perfeet
library of books, manusecripts, engravings and maps relating to American
history anywhere in existence. Among these are two complete manuseript
journals of Gen. Washington, one dated 1755 and one 1787; also, four
volumes of a manuseript History of New Spain, by Las Cusas, ete. No
collection of American autography and early newspapers was so cowplete as
Force’s. His den, as his dusky, dusty house in Washington may be called,
was the resort of the curious in antique literature, and the old man greeted
an appreciative visitor with quiet, good breeding and kindliness.—Ex.

At a booksale in the United States, a copy of John Elliot’s Indian Bible
fetched $300, and a Dublin edition of Milton, $1,500.

A Presbyterian minister in Brooklyn, Dr. C. S. Robinson, has published a
volume of Skort Studies for Sunday School Teachers, (N. Y. Wynkoop &
Sherwood, 81 50,) consisting of fifteen afternoon discourses. Dr. Robinson
is a front rank man among Subbath school workers.

A History of the Free Churches in England, from 1668 fo 1851, by Her-
bert S. Skeats (London : Arthur Miall, ), is a book that ought to be
read not in Eungland only, but wherever the struggle of Christian churches
for freedom has been carried on, and wherever, thaaks to the faithfulness of
the fathers, that struggle has issued in quictness and assurance,—that is,
everywhere.  The author who has already won for himself a high repute in a
kindred field of historical research, has here 2 good story to tell, and tells it
well. The controversies of this time are rooted in those of two eenturies ago,
and we caunot understand our own unless we know those of our fathers, It
is by ignorance of the past that we shall be betrayed into errors that will
work disastrously upon the future.

A Ifistory of the Scttlement of the Bay of Quinte, which has been in course
of preparation by Dr. Cunniff for a few years past, is, we understand, nearly
ready for the press. Those interested in the early history of this section of
Upper Canada (and who is not?) should subscribe for a copy for their own bene-
fit us well as that of their posterity. It is too frequently the case that Cava-
dians are better acquainted with the leading history of other countries than
with that of their own—Christian Guardian.

IrrzraraBre Loss BY Fire.—Science and literature have just sustained
a terrible loss in the destruction by fire of the immense establishment of the
Abbe Migne, at Paris, with its treasures of erudition. There were in it
manuseripts worth their weight in gold, and compilatious, the result of thirty
or forty years’ labor of the best known savaus of France. The stock was
valued at twelve million franes. This was an ecclesiastical library and print-
ing establishment, the largest of the kind in the world ; and manuscripts of
the first ages of the Church have been destroyed in it. The fire began in
the type foundry. Eight bundred persons have been thrown cut of work by
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this catastrophe. The establishment was insured for six willion of francs in
thirty-three insurance companies.

A most valuable work, if well done, is Rev. Dr. Howard Maleolm’s T%eo-
logical Index (Boston, Gould & Lincolu, 8vo, $4). Under 2,000 heads of
topics—not of authors—the editor gives 70,000 citatigns, referring to_books
in which the tepies are dealt with. The work has been forty yeurs under the
anther’s hand, having been begun for bis own use. It cannot fail to be of
great service in answering the questions that often vex a studious man—*I've
read something somewhere on that subject ; what was it? 7 I wounder wiho
has written on this point; where shall I find out?”

Dutish and Forergn Becord.

“ Confusion worse confounded” is brought into the Nutal Bishoprice ¢,
by the recent decision of the Supreme Court of the coluny, uphalding the
validity of the Bishep’s patent from the Crown, on the ground that it was
issued before Nutal had a legislature of its own ; a fuct vf which the Iugiish
Courts were not aware when they gave their decisions. This leaves the new
bishop, that is to be, very little ground to stand upon. What vext ?

Onc of the most disgusting things which the Papacy has dune in the pre-
sence of the whole world, of lute days, has been the sending of the jewd of
% The Golden Rose” to Isabella II. of Spain, in testimony of ¢ her signal ser-
vices toward the Apostolic See,” and of ** the kigh viriues by whick she shines
among women.””  This from the Holy Father, the Vicar of Jesus Christ, to
a woman whose shameless amours have made her the scandal of Spain and the
scorn of Lurope. But she is a ¢ good Catholic !”

Aniong other wonderful feats of Mr. Disraeli, is his bringing his party to
consent to Mr. Gladstone’s measure for the virtual abolition of church rates.
All the compulsoriness that will remain will be the compelling parties who
make voluntary subscriptions to church repairs, to pay those subscriptisns.

Tt scems strange to us to find our American Cengregational brethren
elaborately discussing the question of Female Suffrage in the churches; but
they are doing it, especially in the West, where the ¢ innovation,” as New-
Englanders deem it, of allowing women to vote, is likely to gain gvound.
We know not how far the Pilgrim Fathers took the custom from old Eugland.
We suspect that in those early days, when the wmembers of the Common-
wealth blended sacred and secular things so closely, both being transucted by
the same bodies at the same time, that political voting and chnrch vating went
together, being altugether in the hands of men.  We remember being grenly
struck with finding it mentioned in the Life of Rev. John Angell Jawues,
that his church in Carr’s Lane, Birmingham, practised male suffrage vnly.
Docs such a restriction prevail elsewhere in England, we wonder ; and of how
long standing is it ? .

A kindred question, that of the participation of women in the exercises of
the church prayer-mecting, is ulso agitated over the lines. Boptict and
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Methodist churches invite ¢the sisters” to take part with ¢the brethren ”’
in prayers and addresses us well as singing.  And some Congregational pastors,
who have to follow Paul more closely than they would desire, in going out
to « a place where prayer was wont to be made,” and speaking “to the women
which resort thither,”—are asking why they should not do the same.

—

Revivals are extensively reported in the American churches, of all denomi-
nations, and over a wide arca. They seem to be closely connected with that
putting forth of personal effort on the part of the membership of the churches,
to which so much prominence has been fitly given in the Christian, Sunday
School and Young Men’s Conventions, which have been recently held in so
many places. This fact gives us strong reason to confide in their genuive
and permanent character.

Tue PoLriT 1N GER¥ANY.—The German pulpit could scarcely haveless influence
than it has. Those who visit the services are rarely affected, save for the moment;
and the vast majority of the population never enter a church, save possibly at the
principal festivals, three or four times a year. Personally, too, the clergy have
little or no influence in any direction, save as far as their ofiicial position gives
them power.—ZEnglish Independent.

Ixaveuran oF Lewis Downing, Cuikr or Tie Cnerokees.—The following is an
extract from the inaugural address, delivered by the Hon. Lewis Downing upon
the occdsion of his inauguration as principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, before
the Cherokee Legislature, on the 16th of November, 1867.

“ belong to that class of our people who have been the least provided with
oppurtunities for culture and learning. I am a full Indian—I am one of the
common people. But as one of the people, I bring to the discharge of the grave
duties now before me, a heart in full sympathy with the people—a heart filled
with love to the whole of my nation, northern and southern, full Indian and half-
Dblood, rich and poor, freedmen and all. I love the entire people ; I feel deeply
for their sufferings. for I passed through their sufferings with them. I rejuice
at any prospects of prosperity that open before them, for these only ave prospects.
Aud now, by the help of Illim who took David from the shepherd’s tent and set
bim on the throne of Israel, I hope to succeed in discharging the duties of my
office with fidelity, impartiality and justice to ail.

“Many years ago I learned to lean for help aud guidance on the strong arm of
Istael’s God.  While I direct my own supplications up to Him for strength and
wisdom, let me earnastly ask: those of my countrymen who have the fear of God
before their eyes, to pray also that he will 30 guide and direct me in the dischavge
of my duties, that no interest of my people shall suffer, hut all the interests of
the Nution may be rapidly and permanently advanced.”—Pulpil.

Rev., Dz, Jony Harr—* T. L. C.,” probably the Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler, has
in the Ecangelist the following interesting note :—Rev. Dr. John Iall, the Irish
pastor of the Fifth-Avenue Presbyterian Church—pastor of the wealthy *Old
School ? church which took up $15,000 at a Sabbath morning collection lately
for Foreign Missions—has been over to preach temperance to us in the Lafayette
Avenue Church. It was his first appearance in Brouklyn, and he was greeted by
a great crowd. Two thousand people listened to him with the deepest attention,
as he spoke with great simplicity and tenderness, and with just enough of the
Irish brogue 10 be agreeable. The address was very scriptural and orthodox s
but if sume of us had made it, it wonld have been prunounced pretty ** radical.”
What a difference i3 often made in the sound of truth, by the source it comes
from! Dr. Hall took up the Lord’s Prayer, line by line, and proved that the man
who uttered that prayer sincerely is bound to oppose drunkenness and the drink-
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ing customs of society. The language of the speech was as soft as velvet. il
was unsparing in his rebukes of professing Christians who offer intoxicating
beverages to their guests. In closing Le strongly commended the total absti-
nence pledge and urged his hearers to sign it; and many did so. It was a glo-
rious speech—und strong as the Westminster Catechism. Truly Gud is putting
great honor on the name of Huil in these days.

The Rev. W. T. Wylie, of Newcastle, Pa., & clergyman whose parsunage is on
a beautiful hill, and partially surrounded by a vineyard of his own planting,
recommends grape-culture as an employment suitable and profitable for women,
I believe,” said he to us, a few days ago, “ that an apt and diligent wamen
could earn ten times more money in a year by raising grapes than by plying her
needle.” lis owa vines, to which heattends only as a relaxationfrom the studies
and duties of his ministry, yield him diversion, health, and pecuniary profic.
After working in his own vineyard, he finds bimeelf all the more strengthened
for working in the Lord’s. Even if women do not accept Mr. Wylie’s suggestin,
some of his ministerial brethren who have country parsonages and a good hill
slope may think it worth trying.

Puffing is an American disease, and it is raging with ruinous viulence in the
American church. It is time for every editor who would save his Master’s cause
from disrepute, and the * successors ”” of his Master from reproach, to do what
soever in him lies to stop the ravages of this destructive malady.— ke LPulpit.

A correspondent of the New York Christian Advocate suggests, since the last
General Conference left the word *obey” out of the marriage service, in the
revised liturgy, that it might be advisable to alter those portions of scripture
relating to marriage, so that a revised Bible might agree with the revised liturgy!

Rev. ALpert BarNes.—A correspondent informs us that this distinguished pastor
and divine decidedly refused to accept the annuity which was cheerfully offered
to him by his grateful congregation, when he resigned his charge. This fact is
honorable to Mr, Barnes, as he is able to live without it, but it should not te
used as a precedent to encourage other people to neglect suitable provision for
pastors when providentially laid aside from their office and duties.—dm. FEr.

No RerusarL.—Mr. D. L. Moody, the lay evangelist of Chicago, lately visited
the Catholic bishop of that city to complain that the Irish boys broke the windnws
of his chapel. The bishop said that he did right in coming to him, and that ke
would see that the mischief was put an end to, and he kept his word. ‘the con-
versation was then turned to other topics, and to the efficacy of prayer. * Well,”
says Moody, “I visit a great many kinds of people in Chicago, and I always
pray with them before leaving them. So let us pray.”’ Aund before the bishop
could say nay, he was on his knees pouring out bis soul to Gud, beseeching all
spiritual blessings upon the bishop and his flock.

In a church not five miles from St. Paul’s in London, where * high Ritualistic
services ”” prevuil, the learned preacher, in his sermon on Christmas day, stated
to his congregation, as one reason why there was not room for Juseph and Mary
in the inn at Bethlehem, * that there was an unusual press of travel, it being
then Christmas time 1”

“Pray orR Pav.” — Bishop McTyeire relates an incident of a presiding
elder in Texas. This elder had spent a night with one of his Church members,
and found no place to wedge in prayers with the family. Inthe morning he
offered to the astonished member money to settle his bill. “Imusc pray or
pay,” said he.
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Missionary Accounts.—The District Secretaries and the Churches are
reminded that I received peremptory instructions from the Suciety, at its last
meeting, to close the accounts on the 15th April. Whtever, therefure, is to
appear io them, must be in my bands on or before t.at date. 1 have already
received nearly $400 from the Middle District, and hope to have other considera-
ble remittances soon. Hexry Winges, G. S. 7.

Congregational Missionary Suciery of B. N. A,

Montreal, 19 February, 1868.

Widows’ Fund.—I have now only to acknowledgo as fullows : —

Zion Church, Montreal ..... ..., teetseecessne etnasteoratann e sasesn $40 00
Archibald Duff, subseription ...c.cceeecemcnnicnenncens ver eaeenen 4 00
Montreal, 20th 3arch, 1868. J. C. Barrox, Theasurer.

Hefos of the Churches.

Brantford Donation Visit, 1868 —The Annual * housewarming,” popu-
larly known as a donation visi#, was paid to the home of the Pastur of the
Brantford Church, on the Tth February. Oa such occasions the minister aud his
family being only guests, the usual warm and pleasaut reception was given them
by the people, who entertained them with every hospitality; and after spending
a very social and lively evening, both left a blessing behind them and carried
a blessing away with them. As an effort is just now being made to wipe off all
remaining liobilities on the church by the lst July next, the visit was almost
unluoked for this year, and therefure, although not quite so large as in some
foriner years, the amount (§60) is doubly valued as an espression of kindly
fling,.

Sherbrooki =d T-ennoxville.—The two sections of this Church beld
their pastoral visits .. . :rent times this season. In January last the members
of the Church and Suciety residing in and near Lennoxville invited their Pastor,
his wife and family, to tea with them in the Wesleyan Chapel. After an excel-
lent service of tea and the usual accompaniments, Charles Brooks, Esq. ,presented
o the Pastor a donation of $52 from his friends in Lenuoxville and vicinity.
This meeting, the first of the find attempted here, wac an exceedingly pleasant
we. After the Pastor bad spoken a few words of grateful atknowledgment and
earnest connsel, the friends were addressed by Mr. C. Dyer, of Sherbrovke, Mr.
A. Duff, jun., and Mr. Chas. Brooks, jun., who, in a neat and touching speech,
expressed, in his own name and in the rame of that portion of the Society resid-
ing here, their unabated love and esteem for their Pastor, and their sincere desire
for his increased usefulness among them.

The Sherbrooke friends met on the 10th ult. in the lecture room of their
Church edifice, at the invitation of the ladies of the Church, who had provided
for their entertainment a sumptuous repast. _After tea the orgapist and choir
discoursed some excellent music. The Hon. J. S. Sanborn then, in the name of
the assembled friends and of others-unavoidably absent, presented to the Pastor
a donation of §73, augmented by a liberal gift of $100 from a friend at a dis-
tance, sent for this occasion. After an expression of thanks from tho Pastor,
the meeting was very happily addressed by the Revs. E. J. Sherrill and George
Parkis. All scemed to enjoy themselves in each other’s society, and we trust
Ut the blessing of the great Master was over all. Next day, 4'p.x., the ladies
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entertained the children of the Sunday School. The Superintendent, Mr. TIuh-
bdvd, and Revs. E. J. Sherrill, George Purkis, and the Pastor, spuke to the
young fulks on suljects of lasting interest, and were listened to with marked
attention,  Several Sunday School bymns were sung, and then about seveuty sat
down to a copious supply of cake, fruit, confections, &e. The Sunday School is
at present in & flourishing coundition. We trust that many of our youth may bLe
trained up in this nursery of the Chureh fur g -eat futare x‘xae!.lxlncsx.—(,'nm.

Present to Rev. W. F. Clarke.——Last evening at the Social of the Ladies’
Aid Society in connection with the Congregational Church of this town, sume
vroceedings of a very interesting character weve had.  T'he Pastor of the Churei,
Rev. W, F. Clarke, having been absent for a fortnighs, certain ladies of his fluck
deemed the opportunity a fitting one to carry out a design they have cherished
for sume time past, of presenting him with a token of their esteem and regard.
Accordingly, in his absence, a vigorous, though quiet, canvass was entered on,
and successfully completed by the time of his return. As the result, a handsome
and valuable Gold Hunting Watch and Chain were obtained, and the usual
monthly sociable was chosen as the occasion for presenting the gift. Just ag
order had been called for the closing devotional exercises, Mr. Clarke was request-
ed to delay them for a few moments, when Mrs. Newton stepped forward and
read a brief but feeling address, and Mrs. Oxnard presented a beautiful watch
and chain, Mr. Clarke, in the course of his reply, said: * You, yourselves,
ladies, deserve quite as much, if not more praise than I do. 'T'he undertaking
may be said to have originated in connection with your Aid Society, and your
zeal in the matter from first to last has been untiring, and worthy of the highest
commendation. I have pleasure in reporting to’you that my recent appeal at a
disiance has been most successful, and that so far, about $1,200 have been cun-
tributed by friends outside and abroad. This amount will, I have no doubt, he
somewhat augmented, so that we have the prospect of settling down with a debt
of such moderate dimensions that we may reasonably hope at no distant day te
caneal it by our own exertions. It is through the prospering hand of God that
our eadeavors have bheen so far suceessful, and to Iis name be all the praise.
Ladies, I again thank you for your generous gift. I shall constantly be remind-
el of yoor kindness as I have oceasion to consult iv for the hour, and it is, and
will be. { axsure you, my earnest prayer. that the attachment and friendshin, of
which it is the souvenir, may be measured not by time, but by eternity, aud tha
the Giver of all good may abundantly reward you for this and every other tokes
of regard toward His unworthy servant.” Inside the watch is the fullowing
apprapriate inseription, very delicately and tastefully engraved : ¢ Presented
their esteemed Pastor, the Rev. W. F. Clarke, by the Ladies of his Congregation,
Guelph, March 3, 1868.” Having had the pleasure of being present on the
oceasion ahove described, we can testify to the heartiness, cordiality, and interest
by which the proceedings were characterised, and we sincerely congratulate huth
minister and people on an occurrence which is alike creditable to buth, and
which augurs well for the future prosperity of the Congregational Church in ihis
place.— Guelph Advertiser, March 4.

Present to Rev. Robert Hay.—Writing from Pine Grove, March 18k,
Mr. Hay says,—*I had the pleasure of receiving the other day from the Sabhath
School of Thistleton a beautiful edition of the ¢Congregational Lectuves,” in
fifteen volumes. I believe you are always glad to receive news of this kind.”

Rev. J Elliot, has boen requested by the Church at Ottawa to reconsider
his resignation, but, having done so, has decided to proceed to Llalifax eaily in
the present month. We expect to hear from our brother, from time to time, whe..
his “ house is hard by the seaside.” Services are to begin in ¢ Salem Chapel,
Halifax,”” on the 12th inst. The Eastern Missicnary District secretaryship has
been assigned to Rev. A. McGregor for the remainder of the term.
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Rev. W. Hay’s Farewell.—A correspondent of the Princeton Transcripl,
writing from Burford, March 2nd. says :—Yesterday, Sabbath, was a solemn day
with the members, and congregation of the Congregational Church here, ns «n
that occasion the Rev. W. Hay preached his last sermon bhefore departing to
Belleville, his new field of labor. Before the service commenced every available
ge.t was uccupied, some of the old members coming from Brantford to hear the
parting words of their much estecemed pastor. ILis text wus the second clause of
the 11th verse of the 13th Chapter of 2nd Corinthians: * Be of good comfort.”
During the discourse he notieed that during his pastoral care of Scotland Charch,
he had given the right hand of fellowship to over one hundred -and thirty, and
also one hundred had been added to the Burford Church ; three young meun had
gone from these churches, und were now preaching the unsearchable riches of
Christ in this Dominion or the adjuining States. Many in connection with these
churches had passed away, but had left behind them a good testimony that they
had not believed in vain. At the close of the service two others, one by letter,
the other by profession of faith in Christ, were received into the church, and then
the Church, with many in connection with other churches, sat down and partonk
of the Lord’s Supper, the emblems of Christ’s Dving Love. So finished the inte-
resting service, and the hope of the whole cungregation is that that their esteemed
pastor may meet with still larger success in his new ficld of labor, and that the
church in Belleville may appreciate and love him as much as we do from whom
he is providentially removed.—11. C.”

Rev. W. Hay.—Mr. Robert Eadie, jun., sends us for publieativn the follow-,
ing resvlution adopted by the Congregational Church in Scotland, Ontario.

“Moved by Hamilton Smith, Seconded by Eddy Malcolm, and

¢ Resolved,—That the church has heard with the deepest regret the final decision
of our much beloved and respected Pastor, the Rev. William Hay, to press his
resignation of his pastoral charge amongst us:

“That we feel constrained, in deference to his convictions of duty in the matter,
though with the greatest reluctance, to accept it:

“That we acknowledge with devout gratitude to the Head of the Church, the
grace of God in him as manifest in his extensive usefulness during the twenty
years of his ministry among us, as also onr many obligations to him persunally,
for his uniform kindness and faithfuluess in the discharge of his ministerial
duty: and

“We earnestly pray that the Lord may long spare his life, and bless him and
his family in all his future labours, wherever his lot may be cast, and may at
last give him the reward of those who turn many to righteousness, in his
heavenly kingdom and glory.”

Rev. B. Ebbs.—The Church at Aurora, Illinois, during the two year’s pasto-
rate of Rev. E. Ebbs, bave enlarged their house to a doubling of its previous
accommodations, and witnessed a corresponding increase of congregation. Of
its 114 members, 74 have been received in that time. They sustain a mission
schoul beside their own flourishing home school, and pull with a will in the
harness of Christian work.— ddvance.

The St. Francis Association of Congregational Ministers met in Sher-
braoke at the house of Rev. A, Duff, at 4 p. ., on Tuesday, 10th ult, Owing
to the state of the roads and other unavoidable circumstances, very fow of the
brethren were able to ‘attend. We are sorry that brother Parker was detained
by severo indispusition. The Association Sermon was preached by Rev. George
Purkis, on Wednesday evening, from 2 Cor. v. 21.  During the meeting of Asso-
ciation a popular lecture on Mal. iii. 16, was read by Rev. A. Duff, and an essay
o the formation and dissolution ot the pastoral relationship, with special refe-
Tence to the value of ecclesiastical councils on these oceasions, by Rev. E. d.
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Sherrill.  The reading of this essay elicited a valuable discussion. The positions
of the essayist seemed to be sustained by the brethren. The Association then
adjourned to meet nt Stanstead Plain on the fourth Tuesdny (22nd day) of Sep-
tember. Preacher, Rev. A. Duff, Primary; Rev.J. Campbell, Alternate.— Com.

A Young Men’s Association having been formed in connection with Zion
Church,—of which Prof. Cornish is President; Mr. Miles and Dr. Beers, Vice-
Presidents ; and Mr. N. Jones, Secretary,—it iz intended to hald weeklvy maes.
ings for readings and discussions. The first publiv meeting wiil be held iu 4
chapel, on Thursday evening, at eight o’clock. Over 50 members have already
Jjoined the Association. These societies, which have been formed in the varvious
chuarches, are not intended to supersede or interfere with the Y. M. Christian
Association, but rather to train young men to take an active part in its useful
operatione.  The latter Association forms a kind of religious > Change, where all
can meet un eommon ground and unite in efforts for the general good.—Com
Montreal Witness.

On Thursday evening was held the first public meeting of the Young Men’s
Association, in the chapel of Zion Church, Montreal Mr. Miles and Dr. George
Beers, Vice-Presidents, occupied the platform, The meeting was opeved by
music and prayer ; after which Mr. Miles defined the objects of the Associatiun,
and strongly urged the necessity of churches cultivating more sociability and
intimacy among young men. He mentioned cases of young men who had

. attended churches in Montreal for four years, and had never been shown ary
attention as strangers. Mr. Gurd sang ‘ Nil Desperandum.” Mr. S. Jones
Lyman read a valuable essay of some length upon Longfellow’s poem of ** Evun-
geline ”” and the expulsion of the Acadians, taking the ground that the English
Government were right, as the Acadians never fulfilled their treaties, broke
obligationg, sided with England’s enemies, &e. National prejudice and romance
have had an equal share in forming the opinion in many minds that the banish-
ment of these unfortunate people from their homes in 1775, was a foul stain upon
the British nation. Mr. Lyman vindicated the act ns a necessity for self-preserva-
tion of the colonial government, and as a just retribution for the continued dis
Juyalty and treachery of the-Acadians, and for their having constantly furnished
armis, ammunition and prisoners to the enemy. Many wera in open hostility t
the Kuglish, and at the taking of Fort Bean Sejour, 300 were found in arms.
The Acadians harrassed the Linglish emigrants, retarded the settlement of the
country, and personally refused to take the oath of allegiance according to the
conditions upon which they held their lands by the treaty of Utrecht; auld as
they would not be transported to France, it was resolved to scatter them among
the English colonies. Many authorities on ¢olonial history were quoted in viu-
dication of the English Government in the treatment of the Acadians. The
paper is destined to excite great attention and interest, and will no doubt furm
subject for further investigation and discussion by the Association. It is granty-
ing to find there is some justification fur the expulsion of the Acadians. which i<
50 generally regarded as a disgrace to the British government, and the daihest
pagze of colonial history. The meeting was concluded by singing a verse of “ G
save the Queen” and “ Old Hundred.” It is intended to open these meetings t
the church and congregation once every month. Regular weekly meetings of tie
members every Thursday night, at 8 p. m.—1Ibid.

Another Indian Letter.—The Secretary of the Indian Mission says,—
“ Herewith you have a letter from our Indian teacher, Mr. Barril. 1 understan!
that the difficulty of shaking hands with the chief, there mentioned, arises
the fact, that the R. C. priest has excommunicated the chief, for favouring the
education of the children and reading the Bible, and in order to give greater effect
to this excomnmunication which the priest calls blotting the name out of tic Bu.
of Life, and certain exclusion from Heaven—the people are furbidden tu shake
hands with their own chief.’”
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Suesnecwing Sratron, Dec. 23rd, 1867.

I have much plausare of writing to yoo this evening and let you know how I
am geting along up here ia the Shegwaning. I am teaching school still, and I
had 4 ten meeting at my own house on Christ mass day, and it was well atand,
and after tea we began in sing with my hymn Book. Miself and wife and the
Chief darter and three of his sons were with us in singing, and the Chief and
wife was Presnt and a good meney others were Present, and had been teaching
sing school and they learnt them Prety well, and the Chief is visting us most
every night talking ahoot the high Preist or leder forbiding the Indian not to
shake hands with Chief at tall. He said I don’t care for the leeder and the
Preist. Ilet them say what they Pleage, he said, I am for yoo. I don’t want
yoo to leave this Place, and when ever yoo Master comes again I will talk to
him and never mind what the leader and the Priest tel them say what they
Please. Itold him nether do I. I don’t care Father 1 will not leave this
Place. If Father sould tell me to leave this place I will not, I will do
my work in spite of the Preist and F. to be here after New year; and in
reply you last, that you would know the number of Children I am teaching. I
Lave got 25 to 30 every day, and I have got 4 Familys, those under my Conversa-
sion in religions matters, and expect some more by and by. I am with my bible
and expain to them how Christ died for sinners he is the only one that can Purdon
iniquitys, and he ig the only one that can forgive sinners not men on earth, and
1 all so tell chief there is Catholic religion, there is Purgetory and all sant day,
and som others holy days, and all his rules in the Church, are not right he is
deceiving him self and People, und he will say Protestent will never go to heaven,
he tell lies, there has been People that use to belong to that doctrine gave it up
as soon they get hold of bible they condemn the Preist, when yoo come to read
the bible you will never find Purgetory not any of his rules, Christ is our lord
he sees our thoouhts he sees our hearts before we speak, & hosoever believe in
him might not Parish but have everlasting life.

We are well. You cant expect me to do great deel yet, we might wait o little

T am yours,
Rev’p R. RopinsoN. W. Barrir.

Missionary Meetings, Western District.—In obedience to the march-
ing orders of our worthy Secretary, your correspondent, after being out on our
missionary tour three days, parted with the brethren Macallum, Smith and Snider,
in the county of Huron, 8o as to be in the far west of the Dominion— Tilbury—
on Sabbath, the 9th instant, as announced. It would be long to tell of snow-
drifts, cold and storms, which make travelling by stage so dreary, and even rail-
cars chilly. These are things so common in the experience of missionary depu-
tations, and so certain, that, were it needful, we might safely sit down and write
this part of our reports before we start.

1left London by train for Baptiste Creek. What a dreary place this Baptiste
Creek is! A low plain, half marsh and half prairie, twenty miles square, with &
few houses thinly scattered over it on the dryest parte. Lake St, Clair is in view,
whose waters, for the last six or eight years, have been so high as to flood the
grassy plain and submerge some portions once covered with orchards and culti-
vated with the plough. Happily for me, the train was “ on time;”” and William
and John, the eldest sons of the Rev. W. Burgess, were waiting at the station to
convey me to their hospitable backwoods home. But it is still nine miles distant;
and what o storm! A * Highland welcome,” in the old fatherland north of the
Tweed, is spoken of as something that admits of no improvement. But I ques-
tion if any welcome surpnsses in real kindness that which miesionary deputations
receive on going to Tilbury. The storm continued all night, and greatly affected
the congregation. We had two services, morning and evening, when the people
“heard the word gladly.”” On Monday, Mr. McGill, of Barton, came as Mr.
Pullar’s substitute. At the meeting in the evening, Mr. Richardson, reeve, was
in the chair, and the meeting went off & triumphant success. In the collection
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was one ‘* V,” three “ones,” forty-nine half-dollars, sixteen quarters, two dollars in
dimes, and some smaller pieces, making a total of $38 70. Well might it be
said of the church at Tilbury, in contrast with many wealthier congregations,
¢ She hath cast into the treasury more than they—they of their abundange, but
she of her penury.”

Robinson’s Nettlement, Warwick.—After the meetings at London were ended,
Brother Mncallum drove us—Messrs. Wood and Allworth and myself—in his
catter tv Warwick, Mr. Eccles brought us to Bobinson gemement, one of Bro-
ther Macallum’s stations. The old log school-house was two-thirds full, The
mgeegé)ng was pleasant and profitable, collections and subscriptions amounted to

Forest.—Next day the deputation was brought to Forest, a somewhat interest-
ing village on the Grand Trunk, containing aboat 300 inhabitants. . The pastur
in charge guided the exercises of the evening. The meeting was small. The
brethren Wood, Allworth and Mr. Cameron (Presbyterian student) delivered
addresses highly suitable to the oceasion. One who was present says, ““it was
the best meeting of the kind ever held in this place; even that man’s fun had
something good in it.” The gatherings for the treasury were $14 25,

Plympton (Proctor’s Church) and Bosanquet.—These are stations connected with
Forest. I preach at the former every Thursday evening, and at the latter every
Sabbath afterncon. As the Committee made no provision for missionary meetings
in these places, I got Brother Macallum to juin me in holding special meetings
on the evenings of the 20th and 21st ult, The following are the ** gatherings:”
Plympton, $2 50 ; Bosanquet, subscriptions, $6 50, collection, $3 33.

Forest, Feb. 22ud, 1868. J. B.

Georgian Bay Missionary Meetings.—On the 19th March, Rev. L.
Robinsun wrote :—*‘Hoping to hear something of Colpoy’s Bay Missionary Meet-
ing I have delayed writing till the last moment. learn incidentally that on
account of the late great snow-storm no such meeting could be held.”  Brother
Kribs being quite poorly at the date announced by INDEPENDENT for our Meetings,
we had them postponed until 24th, 25th, and 27th February, when, owing to the
storm, I had alone to make the best of a small meeting here, (Owen Sound,) get
out collectors and try to come up to last year in amount of contribntions. On
Tuesday the 25th, I reached Meaford by mail, 18 miles in about five hours, rvads
and streets blocked up with snow ; spoke against time at a meeting of about 20
people for about an hour, and reached home next day with a small collection, and
a promise that subscription lists would be circulated. On the 27th it was im-
possible for me to reach Colpoy’s Bay, and the people there could not turn out.”

Liberal Gift to Knox College.—With very great pleasure we.aunounce to
the Church that we have received for Knox College the very handsvme gift of
$4000, from W. C. McLeod, Esq., a wealthy and worthy member of Knox Church,
Woodstock. Nine years ago the congregation at Beachville, being engaged in
building a chureh, borrowed from Mr. McLeod the sum of $1370. Unanticipated
reverses disabled the congregation in a short time, and the burden of this debt
fell on. a few who had become jointly bound for the amount.

Mr. McLeod considered that a generous sympathy on the part of tho strung
for the weak, ought to be found in every healthy church; and that asin the
human body, when one member suffers, all the members saffer with it, so should
the congregations of the church at large sympathize with and assiat Beachrill.
Within certain limitations this is certainly the Scriptural idea.

Farther, Mr. McLeod anancunced to the Presbytery of the bounds, thatif his
views in this matter were approved of by the Church, and acted on, he was
desirous to follow up the movement by making a gift of $4000 to Knox College.
The Presbytery reported tho matter to the Synod, a committee was appuointed,
the money was raised for Beachville, and on the 20th inst. the sum of $4000 wss
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paid by Mr. McLeod. The gift is large and liberal, and the thanks of the Church
are due to Mr, McLeod for such a handsome commencement for an Endowment
Fund. Ile has led the way nobly, and we trust the example will be followed by
other wealthy men throughout the Church, and that, in a few years, both Knox
College and our College in Montreal will be amply endowed. Qur Church could
then throw herself with undivided energy into the great work of Home and
Foreign Missions. By takinga noble part in cultivating and watering the distant
moral wastes of heathenism, we ourselves would be watered with rich showers
of blessings.—C. P. Record for February.

Baptists in the Dominion.—In Nova Secotia, New Brunswick, Prinee
Edward Island and Newfoundland, there are 277 churches, with 25,781 members ;
of whom 876 were baptised during the last year. *The number of baptisms (say
the minutes of the Convention) is smaller than last year. In more than half of
the churches there have been no additions. No new churehes have been formed.
Candidates for the ministry are few and many churches are destitute of Pastors.”’
Afier quoting these figures, the Canadian Baplist goes on w0 say :—

“A similar state of things appears to prevail, in some respects, in the provinces
of Quebee and Oatario, where, though the formation of new churches is frequently
reported, the clear increase, as stated in the last returns, is less than in those
provinces, and the number of churches without pastors amounts to ninely-two,
The Canada Baplist Register for 1867 reports 2756 Churches, containing 15,001
members, with 183 pastors.” Aecadia College, at ITorton, Nova Scotia, had 33
students, and had conferred the degrec of B.A. on four during the year. Its
income had been $5,225, of which the churches had given $288, and $433 bad
been granted by the Province, The Maritime Baptists sustain & mission among
the Burmese and Xarens, which is encouragingly reported of. For that purposs,
$4080 had been contributed last year.

Dr. Strachan.—The Bishop, Archdeacon, and others, in the Diocese of
Outario, propose to erect, in the town of Cornwall, o monumental chureh of stone,
to perpetuate the memory of the late venerable Bishop Strachan. The Lord
Bishop of Ontario, who enters most warmly into the project, has selected Corn-
wall 23 the most suitable site for such a memurial because it was there that the
late Bishop commeuced ministerial labours in 1803 ; and it was there that he
established his fame as an instructor of youth. Under his head mastership the
Cornwall Grammar-School acquired a provincial reputation, and from it went
forth those who afterwards became the foremost men of their time in Western
Canada.—ZEx.

Tive Generations.—The Guelph Advertiser says:—At the baptism of Miss
Janet Dodds, Mount Pleasant, the other day, there were present her futher and
mother, her grandfather and grandmother, her great grandfather and great grand-
mother ; and ber great great grandfather, all on her father’s side. Miss Janet’s
great great grandmother, on the mother’s side, is now living in New York. ‘The
ceremony was performed by the Rev. H. Denny, on the birthday of the great
great grandfather. These representatives of five generations live in the Township
of Caledon. within a circuit of two miles, and are all members of the same church

Roman Catholiec Council.—The fourth Provincial Council of the Roman
Catholic diocese of Quebec will be held in Quebec on the 7th of May next, the
feast of the St. Stanislas, The Archbishop, Mgr. Baillargeon, and the ten Bish-
ops of Montreal, Ottawa, Rimouski, Three Rivers, St.” Hyacinthe, Kingston,
Toronto, Hamilton, Sandwich, and St. Boniface, besides many other clergymen,
will agsist, Mgr. Baillargeon will be the presiding prelate. .
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@bituary.

MRS. CITARLES PEDLEY.

On the morning of the Sabbath Feb. 16, Sarah, wife of Rev. Charles Pedley, of
Cold Springs, was suddenly called to her rest in the Lord. She was the eldest
daughter of tho late Rev. W. H. Stowell, D.D, and was born in the year 1823,
at North Shields (England), in which town her father was for fifteen years pastor
of the Congregational church. In 1835, Mr. Stowell removed to take the over-
sight of the church at Masbro’, Yorkshire, and also to assume the position of
Theolpgical Tutor and Principal of Rotherham College.

In comparatively early life, Miss S. was the subject of serious religious im-
pressions, and when still young, became a member of the church at Masbro’.
Her piety was of the quiet, unobtrusive, but withal active kind. It was displayed
in retired habits of meditation on sacred things, in & conscientious attendance on
religious ordinances, in unremitted labours in the Sabbath school, in tract die.
tribution, and in visits to the needy and afflicted. In these latter respects her
memory is still fragrant in the neighbourhood of Masbro’. The students, tao,
passing through the Cullege in these days, and the ministerial visitors of the
family, held her in high esteem for the unpretentious evidences she gave of the
gentle pervading influence of the religion of Jesus on her spirit and her heart.

Her chief work for some years, was to render asgistance to her father in con-
nection with his literary lubours. These were very considerable, and had to be
performed in the intervals snatched from professorial duties in the College and
those involved in the care of a large church. She acted as his amanuensis. In
this capacity she copied for the press most of his writings, and they were not a
few including the Congregational Lecture on the * Work of the Spirit,” the
“Life of Dr. Winter Hamilton,” portions of Nelson’s series of the Puritan
Divines, many tracts for the Religious Tract Society, volumes on ancient history
published for the use of schools by the same institution, also some of its series of
monthly volumes, including the first of that useful series, the ¢ Life of Julius
Caesar,” which in a short time had reached a sale of twenty thousand. Besides
these, there were from the same prolific pen, in the ten years between 1840 and
1850 —many and various contributions to periodical literature—the Eclectic—the
Biblical Review—and the British Quarterly—and nearly all the above were
written out in fair, legible characters for the press, by the daughter of the author.
At the close of 1849, she became the wife of the Rev. Cbat?ea Pedley, and re-
moved to Chester-le-street, Durham, where for nearly eight years she performed,
gracefully and well, the duties of wife, mother, and pastor’s helpmate. The same
functions with the same characteristics she discharged for a period of seven years
in connection with the Congrepgational church, in the city of St. John’s, New-
foundiand. On their departure from both these places, special testimorials ex-
pressed the esteem and affection in which she was held by the people. Ouns.of
the most valuable tributes to her domestic character was furnished in the feeling
with which she was regarded by her servants. On leaving St. John’s, there were
three helping the preparations for removal, one who had been under the necessity
of guing home some time before, one who was married, and the oue still engaged
—all by their assiduity and their tears, shewing their sense that in the departure
of their old mistress, they were losing a friend.

In 1864, she came with her husband and family to Canada, where for some
time after their arrival, they were located in Guelph, C. W. In the spring of
1865, she paid a visit to an old friend, the daughter of Rev. James Parsons, of
York. On her return on the Saturday evening she seemed very cheerful and
well, but about midnight she was suddenly seized with a paralytic attack under
which she lay for some days in perfect helplessness and in great danger. In the
course of a few months, however, she partially recovered, and on removing to the
rural, healthy neighbourhood of Cold Springs, hopes wure enterained of still
greater improvement.
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These hopes were only partially realized. She did so far improve indeed as to
walk short distances, though lamesand feeble—one side of the body being very
torpid. Mentally, too, she was changed from what she had been. This was seen
especially in a comparative failure of memory. She still strove to do some little
good—not only at hcme but elsewhere, She undertook a class in the Subbath
school, though painfully alive to her difficulties and sometimes feeling the work
a burden to her feeble frame. In preparing for the class it was sometimes trying
to her to have to ask her husband answers to biblical questions which she formerly
would have solved for herself. There gradually grew upon her the conviction that
ber interest in this life was small and might soon be broken altogether. She had
fixed on the spot of ground in which she would like to be buried. One character-
istic of her state was her impatient restlessness about the progress of time. She
was frequently asking how the bours went, and generally seemed surprised that
they travelled so slowly. Her chief reading was the Word of God, and her most
sensitive anxiety to obtain increasing assurance of her part in the Saviour whom
for so long she had striven to serve.

The end to this anxious, wistful yearning came with startling suddenness, For
a -k or two previous, she had seemed and thought berself to be stronger and
betier than she bad been for some time. She retired at her usaal hour, evincing
no signs premonitory of what was to happen. But at midnight, she was seized
with a state of paralysis which after the firat shock appeared to have arrested all
the power of volition and sensation. She recognized no oue ; the link of conscious
communion with the outer world was broken ; and just as the Sabbath sun was
rising, the vital force gradually ceased to work in the earthly house of her taber-
nacle, 2nd the spirit escaped to go to its home in * the building of God, the house
not made with hands eternal in the heavens.” So faith interpreted the event in
those who knew her best, as, amidst their own sad feelings at the sudden loss
which had fallen on them, they marked the last earthly end of one, who, cut off in
the noon of days, had for at least thirty years made it her ruling aim—to be a fol-
lower of Christ.

Her decease will awaken sorrowing sympathy in a large circle of accquaint.
ances, friends and kindred in England. She was second cousin to the late Canon
Stowell, of Mauchester, and the Rev. Hugh Stowell Brown, of Liverpool.

At a meeting of the Eastern District Missionary Committeo, held in the house
of the Rev. K. M. Fenwick, Kingston, on Wednesday, Feb. 26, 1868, it was

“ Resolved,—That the committee do hereby express their sympathy with the
Rev. C. Pedley, of Cold Springs and Cobourg, in his late bereavement, in the
death of his beloved wife, who, as his partaer in the service of the Lord, endured
50 meekly the difficulties incident to her lot, and rendered to her excellent father,
Dr. Stowell, of Rotherham College, England, such valuable aid in the work of
the church of Christ.”

RuLes ror TR PRESENT.—Stop grumbling. Get up two hours earlier in the
morning, and begin to do something out of your regular.profession. Mind your
own business, and with all your might let other people’s alone. Live within your
means. Sell your horses. Give away or sell your dog. Smoke your cigar through
a0 airstove. Eat with moderation, and go to bed early. Talk less of your own
peculiar gifts and virtues, and more of those of your friends and neighbors. Be
cheerful. ~ Fulfil your promise. Pay your debts. Be yourself ail yon would see
inothers. Be a good man, and stop grumbling.

'

Here anp Tnere.—There may be just as much formalism in the manner in
which the Quaker takes his seat in meeting as in the bows and genuflexions with
which the robed priest performs the mass,—just as much pride in the Quakeress
when selecting the most subdued mouse-colored for her shawl or Lonuet, as in
Eugenie when ordering a new fashion for the world.—Dr. J. P. Thompson.
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Glenmngs,

PRAYING IN SPIRIT.
BY HARRIET MCEWEN KIMBALL.

I need not leave the jostling world, *
Or wait till daily tasks are o’er,

To fold my palms in secret prayer,
Within the close-shut closet door.

There is a viewless, cloistered room,
As high as Heaven, as fair as day,
Wkere, though my feet may join the throng,
My soul may enter in aund pray.

When I have banished wayward thoughs,
Of sinful works the fraitful seed ;
When folly wing my ear no more,
The closet door is shut, indeed.

No human step approaching breaks
The blissful silence of the place;

No shadow steale across the light
That falls from my Redeemer’s face !

And never through those crystal walls
The clash of life can pierce its way ;
Nor ever can a human ear
Drink in the spirit-words I say.

One hearkening, even, cannot know
When I have crossed the threshold o’er,
For Ile alone who hears my prayer,
Has heard the shutting of the door!

Ir Eeers 1r 1x My Mixp.—It would he hard for most people to give = Letter
reason than this for attending on the social means of grace. A clergymen
writing for the American Messenger says:

Several little girls were in my study, seeKing counsel to aid them in becoming
christians. One of them, a dear child not much more than eleven years old, said :

“I haven’t been to two or three of these meetings lately.”

Desiring to test her I answered, :

« It don’t make make us christians to attend meetings, Lizzie.”

« I knuw that,” she replied at once, “buf i keeps it in mind.”

Aczp MinisTERs.~—On this subject, the Walckman remarks :—It scems little
Jess than ridiculous that the ministry in respect to age should be made an excep-
tion to all the other professions and to all the spheres of political and business
life. Thelawyer, the jurist, the physician, the merchant, the statesman is dcemed
to be, when sixty years old, in the full meridian of his strength, and so the
temporal rewards of his calling are never more promising, usually, than at
that age. But the christian minister, never half rewarded on earth for his slf-
sacrificing labors for the highest good of men, is placed among worn-out anti-
quarians when he reaches what in other vocations is the fulness of intellectual
and moral vigor. The children of this world are in their generation verily wieer
ban the children of light.
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Frurr zersus Liquor. — The late David Thomas often made the remark that,
among all bis acquaiutances, he scarcely knew a person who was fund of good
fruit who was a hard drinker. He considered the two tastes as distinet and an-
tagonistic. There is undoubtedly much truth in this remark. There appears to
be a general demand in the system for fruit, and. this demand not heing always
met, many are tempted to fill this vacancy by drinking alcoholie liquors. One
of the hest things we can do, therefore while we urge the positive influence of
temperance principles, and the prevention of an intemperate appetite by abstain-
ing entirely from the sipping of liquor, is to.endeavor, by the extended culture of
fruit of all kinds, so to extend the circle of supply throughout the year as to
lessen or take away the temptation to supply its deficiency as we have above
stated.

Rarely has so golden a chain of verities been linked together in one short para-
graph as in the following by President Quincy : * The great comprehensive truths
written in letters of living light on every page of our histoty, ave these: Human
happiness has no perfect security bus freedom ; freedom none but virtue ; virtue
noue but knowledge ; and neither freedom nor virtue has any vigour or immortal
hope except in the prineiples of the Christian faith and in the sanctivns of the
Christian religion.”

Reverexce 1N THE PoLpir.— Children are impartial judges, and their judzmeut,
as in the following case, should be heeded. A girl in a neighboring city had
often heard the fame of a popular preacher, and she desired her mother to take
her to his church. The mothor gratified her request, and when the little child
was returning home, she looked up and said:

« Mother, I don’t like the preaching of Mr. 22 ¢ And why do you not ?”’
“ Because, mother, e speaks of God just as if he was His cousin.”’

«For Tnee axp Me.”—There is an old tale, of which, though idle in itself, the
usé may be good. A certain man who would never go to church when he heard
the ssint’s bell, would say to his wife, ** Go thou to church, and pray for thee and
me.” One night he dreamed that both he and his_wife were dead and that they
knocked together at heaven’s gate for entrance. St. Peter (by the legend) is the
porter, and suffered the wife to enter in, but kept the busband out, answering
him, “ She is gone iu both for herself and thee. As thy wife went to church for
thee, 80 must she go to heaveun for thee.”

Turrisa ProvErBs.—A small stone often makes a great noise. A foolish friend
is, at times, a greater annoyance than a wise encmy. You'll not sweeten your
moutl: by saying * honey.” If a man would live in peace he ghould be bling,
deaf, and dumb. Do good and throw it into the sea, if the fish know it not, the
Lird will.  Who fears God need not fear man.  If thy fos be as small as a gnat,
faney him as large as an elephant.  They who know most are the oftenest cheat-
ed. “A man who weeps for every tne will svor have lost his eye-sight. More ia
learued from conversation than from books. A friead is of more worth than a
kinsman. He rides seldom who never rides auy buta barrowed horse. Trusg
to the whiteness of his turban who bought the soap on credit. Death is a black
camel, that kneels before every man’s door.

How ofien do we sigh for opportunities of doing goed, whilst we neglect the
openings of Providence in little things! Dr. Johnson used to say, * He who waita
todo a great deal of good at once will never do any.”” Good is done by degrees.
Huwever small in proportion the benefit which follows individual attempts to do
good, a great deal may thus be accomplished by perseverance, even in the midst
of discouragements and disappointmenta.
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A Pastor’s Ricur-taxp Man.—Borne down by the weight of accumulated work,
Dr. Reed was urged repeatedly to accept the services of an assistaut ; but this
help he as steadily declined. He was confident in his own power, and lnoked fur
help to spring from his church. This help came in the form be must desired i,
in the accessivn to the church of an eminently godly man, Mr. Samuel Plumbe.
‘This gentleman came from Tiverton to reside in London,and he at once took a
prominent position in Dr. Reed’s church. e possessed a cultivated mind, an
amiable character, and ready gifts for Christian usefultess. IIe was a favourite
alike with young and old, rich and poor. Ile had singular quickness and activicy,
both of body and mind. e was in truth a most ready man. He could deliver s
goud religious address, prepare a scieatific lecture, write a capital letter, eompose
an anniversary hymu, utter a good impromptu speech, visit acceptably the sick
and dying, converse well with religious inquirers, bring harmony in the place of
strife by his tact and love, and fill with cheerfulness the dullest and most timid.
Such qualities, crowned with sterling and devout piety, were a rare treasure to
both pastor and church. With all these gifts to win the people, he was no rival
to the minister, was never spoilt, but always to be trusted. This new association
brought Dr. Reed unspeakable relief and invaluable help.—Memoirs of Andrew
Leed, D.D.

Tne Revtcrovs Press.—When so much attention is paid by each denomina
tion of Christians to religious journalism, it is well at times to consider whata
religious newspaper should be. If we lovked in existing journals for an ideal o3
newspaper excellence in this direction, we should fail to give a suitable definition.
They each have such partisan ends to serve, that they come far short of what if
demanded of them by all classes of readers. Admitting, as in the present
divisions of Christendum we must, that newspapers must be denominational, the
first quality in a religious journal should be that it sets forth the standard of
the budy which it professes to serve. This must be its theology. Its next
poiot should be fresh and full news of religious work in its own body. Then,
in our opiniun, it should give considerable space to the work being done
in other religivus bodies, so that its readers, on the supposition that they
each take but this one journal, may be able to make an honest and fair estimate
of what others are doing. This would go far to dissipate the wretched conceit
of each sect that its own banner is alone the true rallying point of Christians.
Bat such a newspaper goes into the family. It is intended as a religious educa-
tional organ. It must, therefore, avoid controversy and contain considerable
general and devotional reading. It must be in part a children’s paper; andthis
1s a strong puint, because if children are taught in the family to read carefully
the weekly paper, they are being educatgd to understand religious subjects. In
its general character it ought to be on® of the best ¢riticg:of the general and
religious literature of the day. It should be so honest.in"swyiig what a book i,
that any person can tell from reading the notice whether he wants the book o
not. It should be mercilessly severe on what is the mere froth and foam of
sensational literature. With such provisions the newspaper would be an indis
pensable help in family education. Ia all its departments it should be fearless,
outspuken, faultlessly honest, and if possible in the vanguard of the communion
which it serves. We have no faith in the combining of religious with political
teachings, or religious with secular news, in the same journal. The union results
like all attempts of religious bodies to work in concert, in giving to the most
absorbing—which i3 usually the secular—element the chief share of attention.
And, finally, it is imperative that men of the best minds and others of the best
business capacity, suppurted by contributors who can use the pen cleverly, should
be at the héad of each journal.—Round Zable, N. Y.

A little boy at one of our Sunday school concerts, recently, after much drilling
at home, recited his verse as follows: * Children, obey your parents, and you'll
come out all right {” It must be confessed that the little fellow gave the sea
ment of the verse, if not the exact language.—Northampton Gazetle.



