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e WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN I i
CBOCKERY GLASSWARE, LAMP GOODS, o
GRANITE IRON WARE,SILVERW ARE, &ec.

We carry a large and \zell assorted Stock of

FURNIT URE, CARPETS, MATTRESSES &e.
| WILLARD:KITCHEN:& CO., FrepericToN, N. B.

JOH N G, ADA'MS‘
-UN DERTAKER,
GPPOSITE EGONTY COURT HOUSE.
i~ Queen Street,
S Fredericton.

[JOHN H. McROBBIE, -

Wholesale and Retall

BOOTS,SHGES

- AND RUBBERS.
English Uppers, Shoe Findings and Leather- -

Lencr orders promptly attended to.
Samples and prices wnton apphmuon

94 King St., - ST. JOHN, N.B.

4i.. CHURCH PEWS,

" Made from any design, in any wood.

Send for cuts-of different Lt) le<

4. SCHOOL DESKS, _

. Made of Hardwood, i sizes as laid down in the School Manual.

Send-for cuts,

- Also,Doors, ‘Windows, Mouldinga, Matched. Sheathing, Flooring, .
) Church Gothic Windows, and all kinds of Circle Work.

. EXPERIENCED WORKMEN.

T A LARGE STOCK OF LUMBER,
Woeﬁistock Wood Working Factory, -

Woodstock, N. B.

R. K. JONES, PROPRIETOR.,

H V. DALLING,
Watchma,kar

P - Jeweller.
" DRALER IN HAMPDEN 17 JEWELS,

- _ Imspector Watohes and czocbs
on theO P. R

i_S()HAlN ST., WOODSTOCK, N. B.

—YOU CAN GET—

HARNESS*

For Carriage or Wagen,

Unexcelled for quality of material, excel-
lence of workmanship, asd: iowness
of price, at

‘WM. ROBBS,

204 unim st.g st-\'Ohﬂ,N.B. :

‘Our Adyvice to any of our Readers« ™
: WHO INTEND PURCHASING

_Pzanos, Organs & Sewing Machmes

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ wrernedS TO WRITE TOwrmeocnmsrorasroe:

McMURRA Y & CO., FREDERICTON, N. B. -

-'Thc\ emnIO) 1o agents, bul ngc the large commission paid agents to their customer.

\Vm‘. for terms and
Lo LYB

Also headquarters for BABBATH SDEQOL
8, a lerge stock alwayson hand at

. MeMURRAY & GO, Fredericton, N. B, ~
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Past and Present.

0Old men nearing the end of their

tife’s journey tanialise those of a

younger generation by continually
asserting that things are not now as
they weie m their carly days. As
we read ancient books we find that
depreciation of the present was a
favourite pastime with all old people,
Books of two or three thousand years
ago tell us how the old men of that
tine asserted that men were neither
S0 strong nor so wise, nor so upright
as in tht:ll' younger days.  Inall suc-
ceeding times some have been found
to maintain the same idea. If our
world lLas been sc cunstantly degen
erating what an aw ful difference must
there be now between what it was
and what it is.

If the fond fancy of

ation has occurred in the external
world except what man has caused
by his own labour. ’

Again, men tell us that in former
times the race was of greater bodily
stature and strength. We now are
puny representatives cf the heroes
and warriors of the golden age.
Bones were found during evcavations
and we were told of the giants of
olden days. Science has now dem-
onstrated that these relics were the
remains of mastodens, megatheriums

! and kindred quadrupeds now long

extinct.  Examination of human
skeletons prove exactly the opposite.
On the whole man’s average stature
has not 1aried to any great extent
The Egyptian mummies of three
thousand vears ago show very little

the aged of our race can be tusted | difference in stature betw een the men

then our object should be to repro-

duce 4 ain the glowing colours of

the happy time and the highest wis-
dom would demdm_i the consenation
of the laws and practices of our fore-
fathers.

But is the assertiun really true?

of that day and our own. People,
however, were said to be stronger
then than now. We are shown arm
our that could hardly be borne, and
swords that cannut be wielded by
men of our times. Yet history tells
how these mailed warriors were often

Some folks assert that the climate is i helpless from the very weight of their
not so genial nor so regular as in | dcfences. and were casily defeated
former times. Some say the average | by troops equipped in a less cum-

W

" temperature i> increasing, others : bersome fashion. The victories of
s, hold it w be diminishing, but all | Bannockburn and Cressy, and the
5 agree that the old weather was bet- | defeat of the French armies by'the
%' ) ter. Yet history does not sustain | Swiss mountaineers, can all be cited
&:.‘:‘

such assertions. No material aiter- | against the uscfulness of the old
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fashioned ironclads. Sometimes a
sword or spear i shown that men

now can hardly use, but the average
of the arms which we are creditably
informed were used by our ancestors
proves that the strength of men in
by-gone generations was not greater
than in our own. Great improve-
ment has been made in regard to the
public health. Plagues such as that
which devastated London are now
of rare occurrence. Men seem to
live longer, and certainly the arts
and sciences have soimproved things
that long life seems to be more de-
sirable than ever it was.

In a material sense man now is no
worse off than he was before, nay he
is decidedly better off. Does this im-
provement extend to his spiritual sur-
roundings? Ancient times are held
up as an example to us in matters
of virtue, very much to the discredit
and disgrace of men of the present
day. Very little foundation really
exists for such statements. Qur an-
cestors must have been in many ways
decidedly inferior tous. They were,
through the natural order of things
less enlightened. The individual
man grows wiser with advancing
vears, and the race increases in wis-
dom in the same degree. Some new
experience is vouchsafed to us every
day. Something new is being in-
vented or discovered.  The son pro-
fits Ly his father's labours, and the
young derive wisdom from -the ex-
periences of the old. James Watt
invented the steam engine.  His suc-
cessors have improved his idea, de-
veloped and added to it till they have

evolved the magnificent machinery
which drives our mercantile navy
through the ocean at a rate greater
than the speed attained by the early
fast express trains. Life is a vast
treasury into which all men cast their
experience and their wisdom. - New
coniributions are continually being
made. Nature’s storehouse is ever
on the increase. In old days per-
sonal courage was the only virtue
essential jn the cnaracter of & man.
Men who «could hew their way
through the ranks of an enemy, or
hold a pass against opposing odds,
were. heroes. War was the only
business of a gentleman. Now,
though gallant deeds are not rare,
and war is still regarded as honour-
able, still other and gentler virtues
are not lessesteemed.  Now honour
is accorded to the missionary who
opens up the dark regions of the
earth to the Gospel of Peace as sin-
cere, as grand and glorious, as that
given to the subduer of a hostile
army. Yea, every man whose life
is of service to his fellowmen receives
his just mead of praise and reward.

While thus we need fear no com-
parison with past ages still we must
remember that we are reaping the
reward of their labours. The mea-
sure of comfort we enjoy is due to
the exertions of the great iaen who
preceded us. In order that we may
truly show our gratitude for the re-
sults they have achieved it is neces-
sary that we be inspired thereby to
rencwed effort, and making cheir
ending our bheginning, advance to
new and greater results. We owe a
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deep debt to our forefathers, angd have
as deep a duty to discharge towards
our posterity. We, if our lives are
to be useful, must look at what is
hefore, not at what lies behind. at
what has still to be done rather than
what has been done. ‘The sacrifices
and carnest devotion which glorify
the pages of history are our heritage,
and they should be an unfailing in-
centive to us to secure the age we

live in, a place in the hearts and ad-
miration of the ages still to come,

P —

PRrAIZE is an important element in
our Church service. Its aim is to
quicken the spirit of devotion. Itis
not an artistic performance by a
choir—its purpose is to elevate the
soul, and not merely to please the
ear. If the music in the sanctuary
fail 1o promote religious feeling it
has fallen short of its aim. This
part of our worship deserves more
attention than it usually receives.
for not only does it serve to excite
holy emotions within us in the hour
of service, but it is a Lappy and
effective mode of instruction. The
words of the preacher may be for-
gotten, but words set to appropriate
music are effectively retained in the
memory. The deeper feelings of
the heart find an utterance in music
beyond the power of ordinary lan.
guage. Catechisms may shape our
doctrinal ideas, but psalns and
hymns minister to the’ life witi .a.
They appeal to our best feelings, and
in the experience of life they provide
solace for care and consgclation un-
der sorrow. °

Congregational singing is to be
desired, but great care should be ex-
ercised in the choiceof hymns. The
tunc is not everything. . Sensational-
ism is not piety. Let us select those
that breathe the spirit of devotion
and worship, that we may be im-
proved, and our life become a song
in praise of Him at whose right

hand there are pleasures for ever-
more.

, .
Auxiliaries of the W..F. M. S.
Attention!

At the last annual meeting of the
*F. M. S. Presbyterial the recommen-
dation of the Presbytery was unani-
mously and enthusiasticaily adopted
—that an effort be made during the
year to raise the sum of $400 for
the support of ordained missionaries
within the Presbytery of St. John,
and that at the same time _there will
be no diminution of the contributions
i to the Foreign Mission Fund. Some
of the auxiliaries have already re-
sponded, and it is to be hoped that
all vill have made a faithful eflort
in this direction before the end of
June. Indeed it is very desirous
that as mauy as can will do so before
the first of Aprii, as the fund is
heavily in debt and the Home Mis.
sion Board is practically borrowing
money to pay the salaries of mission-
aries. Four hundred dollars will
send two missionaries into the field
for a year, and the missionaries can
be had if the money is forthcoming.

Never in the history of our church
in the Maritime Provinces could it
be said that there was a sufficient
number of ministers to supply all
our vacancies, but to.day it can be
said, “Ought we not 16 thank God
and take courage.”
. We have a larger number of stu-
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dents than there is employment for
during the summer months. It is
not so long ago when the Board had
to scek students in Montreal, Prince-
ton and Union seminaries; now Pine
Hill more than meets the demand.
‘This is certainlv 2 rwzr satisfactory
phase of our work.

- ‘The question now is not men, but
money. The C. E. Societies have re-
sponded with commendable alacrity
and hl)er.\llty but even so there will
remain a large debt on the fund at
the clese of the financial year. Some
of our socicties which are weak n
numbers may suppose that their con.
tributions will not make any percep-
tible difference in the sum total, but
it'is the numerons small sums which
gr tv make up the whole, for there
are very few large sums contributed
to any of the funds. It is the cents
which make the dollars, the units the
thousands. - -

Let cvery society make an effort
—a good honest faithful effort, and
the §400 can be raised. Why not
plan for a special collection? Go
out and collect from all who are will-
ing to give. Ask your minister to
mention the matter to the congrega-
tion on Sabbath. Have a social for
this special Home Mission work.
Have a public congregational meet-
ing for Home Missions. Let the
babbath school children prepare
themselves for a concert. \Where
there is a will there is a way. Four
hundred dollars is quite a large sum
for one society to collect, but for
thirty-two societies it is not an im-
possibility.  When the annual meet-
ing comes, and the first of July will
be here all too soon, will it not be a
very great satisfaction 10 have car-
ried out your intentions. It is a
nohle aim, for the aim is to advance
God's kingdom in our midsi.  Let
there be no slacking of effort in
Foreign Mission work and do not
forget " that this Home Mission effort

strengthens the foreign—widens the
field every -station you open—every
field supplied with a missionary will
open another door for the mission- _
ary society and add another contri-
bution to the funds both for Home
and Foreign missions. - Contribu-
tions are to be forwarded t> Mrs.
Sterling Mcleod Pitts, Frederic-
ton, and if possible before the end
of April. ~

_Moncton 'W. H M. S.

.

It is with very great pleasure that
the CHURCH axp HoME announces
that, the Moncton Woman’s Home
Missionary Society has decided to
support an ordained missionary with-
in the bounds. Theamount pledged
by this society is $1~,o per annun,
which means a step in advance.’ We
have no doubt but this decision’on
the part of the Moncton Society is
wise and will be attended with a
deeper interest and a larger blessing
among the several members them-
selves. Ve are pleased to note that
a very liberal contribution was made
last year, and this year, in addition
to what has been pledged for a mis-
sionary, $46 were paid in to the H.
M. Society, St. John.

Carlei;on.

The W. F. M. S. of the Carleton
Presbyterian church organized a
Mission Band on Jan. 16th, with a
membership ¢f 27, since increased
to 51. This Band, named the “Rain-
bow,” gives promise of good work.
Its first regular meeting, held on
Feb. sth, was of a very interesting
pature and largely attended. The
officers elected were: Mrs. Annie
Smith, president; Miss Minnie Dal-
zell, 1st vice-president; Miss Jennie
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Purvis, 2nd vice-president; Miss
Blanch Gregg, secietary ; Miss An-
nie McLellan, treasurer.

Hampton.

On January 11th our people at
Blcomfield met in their first annual
sectional meeting. ‘The report of a
committee appointed to inspect the
«Auld Kirk” at Lower Norton was
received, and it was deemed advisa-
ble to petition Presbytery for per-

mission to take it down and utilize
its material for building purposes. '
1t was also decided as soon as leave !
was granted to go right to work at I
the building of a hali for public wor-

ship. Since the date of the meeting

a site {and there is no better int
Bloomfield) has been secured. It |
only remains for Presbytery to ap- '
prove of it. A subscription of $100 |
from Mr. Duncan Beaton has been ',
already received. A Board of Man- |
agers was appointed including Dun- |
can Beaton, John Floyd, John A.
Campbell. John McVey and Peter t
Campbell. The latter was appointed |
treasurer. »

Hampton section held its annual |
sectional meeting on the 20th Janu- !
ary. The managers of Jast year |
were re-appointed. The treasurer’s |
report showed that after all obliga-
tions had been met, after the debt of |
the church had been virtually wiped
out during the year, a balance of :
$13 still remained in the treasurer’s
hands.

With the first Sunday of February
St Paul’s church, Hampton, enters
upon a new stage in its history.
Hereafter it will have an evening
service every alternate Sunday in
addition to the regular morning ser-
vice. We hope that this advance is
but the beginning of better things.

.

Frederioton. '

The Christian Endeavor Society
of St. Paul's church, Fredericton.
have sustained a loss in the death of
their late president, Mr. Reuben
Blackmer. He died on the 17th
Dec.. 18906, after a short illness of
typhoid fever. The end came sud-
denly, unexpectedly, and was a
shock to the community. Always
bright, earnest, helpful. he will be
much missed, not only in the church
of which he was a member, but in
the Y. M. C. A,, where he held the
office of director. In all movements
for the general good he was ever a
ready helper. His death at the
carly age of 23 years reminds us of
the shortness and uncertainty of life.
May we so profit by the lesson that
when the summons comes we shall
be found ready.

Norton Church.’

Norton congregation is one of our
small congregations—-consisting of
about ten families. The old church

! was built a mile below the railway

station. As a matter of course the

i village was at the station. The

stores were there, the post office, the
doctor, the smith, the carriage builder
and shoemaker. People went up to
the village and came down to the
village and went over the village, so
the habit grew on the people, and it
ended in our church being vacant
and our congregation growing less
and less. Service once in ten weeks
in summer, no Sabbath school, no
prayer meeting, six months no pas-
toral visits, and people wonder why
Home Missions do not succeed. It
was said that our cause in Norton
was done for. Well we admit that
it was a close shave. If we were
going to die, some of us at least were
determined to die hard. Sometimes
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Established 1870.

JOHN H. MARKS,

.... Manufacturer of......

Carriages & Sleighs

Work and Material of the Best Quality.

A CALL SOLICITED.
Send for Catalogue and Prices.

Moncton, N. B.

(Gustom Tailoring.

JOHN A. McKINNON,

48 Prince William Street,
ST. JOHN, N. B.
LARGE STOCK OF FIRST-CLASS
GOODS CARRIED.
Ministerial Work a Specialty.

MOTTO — An endeavour 10 turn out work thar witl |

give entire satsfaction in every order entrusted
o me
A CALL SOLICITED.

it looks as if many of our strong con-
gregations don’t care if we do die.
We will try and believe that they do
care. If they don’t care may the
Lord have mercy on them and make
them care.

What was the use in talking about
church building to people who were
so much neglected, so little cared
for? They were accustomed to do
as they were doing for so long that
they could do no other. An appeal
was made to the churches ; Carleton
C. E. Society responded first, then
Iredericton, next \Woodstock, lastly
the people themselves, and the out-
come is a neat, comfortable little
church, seating 150 people. The
building is finished completely and
tastily.  On the last Sabbath of Jan-
uary the opening service was held,

Rev. James Gray preached in the :
. Y I ;

morning and Rev. James Ross in
the afternoon, Tully 250 people
were present; the building was liter-
ally packed.

It was very pleasant for the older
people t¢ hear the voice of one who
had been their pastor for many years.
Mr. Gray is now beyond four score,
and his eye is not dim, vor is his
natural force much abated. His
voice was clear and strong; and his
sermon was lucid and logical as of
vore. Thirty-seven years ago Mr.
Gray dedicated the first church at
Norton. At that time the congrega-

i

|

tion included Sussex, Hampton,
Hamond River and Golden Grove,
Bloomfield, Waterford, and for some
time Roxbury. We hear to-day of
hard work and large fields and long
journgys. Let us hear some of the
old ministers speak and some of the
young ministers will be quiet for a
long time.

A re-rrangement of congregational
boundaries has been made and Nor-
ton is added to Springfield and Eng-
lish Settlement, and there will be
preaching services throughout the
year in the new church, and our
people are consequently greatly en-
couraged. There is now a prospect
of growth and development. The
promise is to those who toil and
wait.

Our- people in Norton wish to con-
vey through these columns their
thanks and hearty appreciation of
donations in aid of the building fund,
to Carleton, Fredericton and Wood-
stock churches; to St Stephen
church for the pulpit formerly used
in their own church, and to Miss
Campbell, St. John, for a costly pul-
pit Bible.

Greenfield.

On February 14th a collection
was taken at the close of the morn-
ing service in Greenfield Presby-

Public Archive:
| HALIF
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OUR CLOTHING™

Ready to wear, right to wear,

good to wear. Here are the
Clothés you and your boys
. cught to wear for every day.
‘Sunday, workandplay. Write
for what you want. If our

choice isn’t your choice, send
it back at our expense and we
will return the money.

BRANCHES *

Trarar o FRASER,FRASER & Co.

Reow Slasgow, Cheapside, 40 & 42 King Street, St. John, N, B.

Established 1882.

Epps, Dodds & Co.

MANUFACTYURERS OF THE

CELEBRATED ST. GEORGE
Red and Gre/ Granite.

i Monuments, Tablets & Cemetery Work

OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS.
‘ BUILDING COLUMNS & PILASTERS.

SAWN SLABS a specialty.
St. George, N. B, Canada.

Estimates furnished on application.

3 of Nova Scotig
% N S,
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D. MAGEE’'S SONS,
HATS, FURS, GLOYES, ROBES,

63 KING STREET,
St. John, N. B.

Anything you require in the ebove Goods we can supply you.

THE LATEST OF EVERYTHING. omm

Every Article the Best of its kind.

QUALITY NOT PRICE, but

| Prices as Low as the Lowest.

BEY Lctier orders recetve prompt attention.

British American Book & Tract Depository.

RELIGIOUS AND THEOLOGICAL BOOKS.

ALSO, SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES AND REQUISITES.
A Jarze stock carried.  Clergymen, studems and Sunday Schools will find it to their advantage ©
consult the Depository before buying.

ROLAND MELLISH, Business Manager, - - - 115 Granville St., Halifax, K. S.

HALIFAX LADIES’ COLLEGE,

1IN AFFILIATION WITH DALKOUSIE UNIVERSITY.

ART STUDIO AND CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC,

SUBJECTS OF STUDY.

1. Lizukary & saasriry —Englich, Mathe-
matics, Science, French and German, Latin and
Greek, Elocution, Shorthand and Typewriting
Misc Ker, (Mathematical Honors) Cambridge.
Fagland, Principal, with ninc asxsistants, chiefly
Univenity honar graduatcs.

% " 1. Fry® Art—lirawing, Water Colors, (i,

.. China Painting, Modcllingin Clay  Miss Evans
«of Philadclphia, U. 8 A, Hcad Misires<of the
Victoria Schoolof Arz and Idesign.

11, Music —DPizmofiaic playing, Violin, Voice.

Theory of Music,Flute.Clanonct, String-Bass,&c
NB| O. H. Porier, leipxix, Director, withtwelve Ax.
P sistams of first musical rank.
All departments of the College and Conserva-
| o1y arc fully cquipped.  The instructorsare the
best that can be sccured. It ixthe aim of Gover-
{ nors and Faculiy to make this institution of learn:
Jing the firstin every scapect in which execllenee
fin 2 Ladics” College ix dexirable. :\pglicaxions
P o7 admission, for Calendars, aad for other infer-
mation. address
REV. ROBERY LAING, M. A., President,
HALIFAX, N. S.

e , . et
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terian church on behalf of the Indian
Relief Fund  The handsome sum
of 89.03 was contributed.

On the evening of the 16th the
women of W. F. M. Society met at
the residence of Mr. James McCain,
there to present a meme-ial address
cosequent upon the death of his
beloved wife who was also the presi.
dent of their society. It was feel-
ingly replied 1o l)v the bereaved
husband

At the meeting of the Presbytery
on January 1gth a call was presented
from St. Andrews Kirk, Pictoy, in
connection with the Church of Scot-
land, in favor of Rev. Jas. Burgess
of Carleton. It was signed by over
400 members and adherems and
was accompanied with a guarantee
of 81,100 and a2 manse. It was de-
cided to receive and sustain the call
and cite the congregation of Carleton
to appear for their interests at a
gpecial meeting to be held in Carle-
ton church on February gth at 3 p.
m. Rev. W. Rainnie was appointed
to exchange with Mr. Burgess and
cite the congregation.

At the same meeting a call from
Pisarinco in favor of Rev. Andrew
Boyd was presented. It was signed
very unanimously, and in addition
to the former guarantee offered the
use of the manse when finished.
Thz call was sustained and placed in
Mr. Boyds hands, whereupon he
intimated his acceptaace of the same.
The induction was fixed for Febru-
ary 4th at 3 p.m.  Mr Rainnie was
appointed to preside and address the
people. Mr. Fraser to preach and
Mr. Burgess to address the minister.

A meeting of Presbytery was held
in Pisarinco on Thuisday, Icbruary
4th, at 3o'clock. Rev. . J. Fraser
preached an appropriate sermon

from Psalms 73, 16—-17. The edict
was returned certified as having been
duly read. After public worship
Mr. Rainnie put the questions pre-
scribed by the formula and offered
the induction prayer. Mr. Boyd
then received the right hand of fel-
lowship from the memhers of the
Presbytery present.  Mr. Burgess
addressed the minister and Mr.
Rainnie the people on their respec-
tive duties and privileges. Mr.
Boyd received a hearty welcome
from iz veople as they retired at
the close of the services. Onmotion
Mr. Bayd's name was added to the
roll and the Presbytery was closed
with the benediction.

“Ine committee appuinted by Pres-
bytery to visit Springfield. consisting
of Messrs. Ross, Sutherland and
Rainnie, held meetings in Scotch
and FEnglisk Sedtlements, and by
mutval concession of the fields were
cnabled 1o arrange for supply being
given once a fortnight to Norton.
As Bloomfield goes with Hampton
the matter of supply of these fields
has been practicaliv s ttled.

A special meeting of the Presby-
tery was held in Carieton church on
the afternoon of Febraary gth. Rev.
D. J. Fraser occupied the chair in
the absence of the moderator.  The
subject under consideration was the
call extended to Rev. ]. Burgess
from St. Andrew’s Kirk, Pictou.
Representatives from the Carleton
congregation werc heard.  They one
and all spoke of the work done by
Mr. Burgess and expressed the de-
sire of the congregation 1o retain his
services if possible.  They intimated
that an increase of $100 would be
made now: in the salary and another
advance when the debt was cleared
away. Mr. Burgess was then asked
to express his mind on the matter,
when he announced that he had de-
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cided to decline the call, whereupon,
on otion, the Presbytery set the
call aside and heartily congratulated
Carleton congregation on their suc-
cess in retaining Mr. Burgess as their
minister.
Liditors of CHURCH AND HoME.
Sirs,—{n your recent numbers

vou have been dealing with the

qquestion of the trial imposed ou can-

didates seeking a hearing in vacan- !

cies. [ would seek to call attention
to another branch of the subject
under discussion, namely. the pro-
cedure relating to the call. The
system hitherto adopted by Presby-
terian churches for the caliing and
settling of ministers produces some

very curivus scenes which afford a

continual source of amusement to
the non-clerical
churches. Public opinion has long
ago satisfied itsclf that the way of
Church Courts are past finding out,
and this philosophic autitude s
strengthened every time thata call”
is presented to a Presbytery. Inall
these cases commissioners from both
churches descant at length, and in
the usual manner, on the graces and
qualities of the particular minister
in question, who then hasto rise and
deliver himself of a speech, which,
no doubt, he has prepared hefore
these pleadings began.  They are,
therefore, hollow affairs to him, to
which he need pay no attention un-
less he pleases. Very likely he is
conning over in his own mind what
he has prepared at home ail the
while that the office bearers hefore
him are waxing more and more clo-
quent on his popular style of speak-
ing, the saintliness of his character,
his devotion to pastoral duties, mak-
ing out in a general way that he is
indispensable 1o the success of
Christ’s cause in a particular locality.
Now to the uneducated lay mind
this looks very much like a farce.

clement in our |

" The minister has examined the call
before this.  He has get all the in-
. formation regarding it which has
been put before the Presbytery. He
doubtiess knows far more about 1t
than any other man. for deputations
and individuals from both congre-
gations have been interviewing him,
. giving him explanations about many
things which are left unmentioned at
. the public recital. He, therefore,
has had every facility givern him for
" making up his mind, and as a rule
he has managed to perform that
; wonderful feat long hefore the court
meets.  No'doubt it sometimes hap-
pens that oncs in a great while a
weak-kneed brother, unfortunate
enough 10 receive a call, casts him-
self into the arms of the Presbytery
" weeping and wailing out that he has
no mind of his own, and hysterically
beseeching his brethren to thu:k for
him and decide his fate. Would it
not be well to put an end to a sys-
tem which allows men in responsible
positions to do their thinking by
proxy, and others who decide ror
themselves, to sit listening to speeches
f after their mind is made up?
But it may be said by the adher-
ents of the present order of things
_that all this elaborate pleading is
absolutely necessary, because the
. Presbytery decides whether the min-
ister called shall go or stay.  They
nast have the case fully laid before
them, it is said, before they can give
an impartial judgment on its merits.
I acknowledge the force of the pro-
position, but while this is the theory
. af the Presbyterian church, is it the
practice> Unhesitatingly I affim
itis not. The one element which
rules the decision of Preshytery is
the decision arrived at by the minis-
“ter.  Now-a-days no Preshytery
would take upon itself the responsi-
bility of saying to a minister, remain
in your present charge, after hie had
- expressly stated his desire to leave
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it Even if they did, what would
his congregation do if they had any
independency of spirit left? They
would leave the pews if they thought

that it was only by the compulsion |

of an external authority that he

mounted their pulpit steps. On the |
other hand if the minister intimated

that he wished to remain where he
was, no Presbytery would compel
him to go and bhegin work among
strangers. To all practical intents

and purposes the minister has, there- !
fore, the call in his own hands, and |

there it should remain, he intimating
the decision to which he has come
10 all the parties concerned.

In this way a great deal of un-'

necessary speaking would never be
heard and a considerable amount of
money saved, which could be de-
voted to its proper objects. Besides,
congregations would not be kept so
long in suspense, to the weakening
of their work and the diversion of
their cnergies.  Months go past

under the present system during .

which nothing is talked of except
the call, and plans of an aggressive
kind are kept back until it be seen

whether the minister is coming or |
not. Imagine a man preachingtoa
vacant congregation and winning the

confidence and affections of the

people, and from two to five months -

going past before his final decision
is given. What business house would
keep up arrangements which allowed
such a delay as this in the appoint-
ment of any of its servants?  Not
one ; and 3 et the church jogs on in
this old{ashioned way, heedless of
the loud protests of many of its lay-
men who cannnt understand why
the affairs of the most important
socicty in their midst is thus mis-
managed. They ask, and quite
rightly too, why should all ‘his pon-
derous machinery be put in mction
and kept moving so long when a
simple letter would practically gain

the same end? Of course this would
simplify matters and bring calls 10
ministers more on a level with offers
of situations to ordinary people, and
that might be deemed by some a

1
1
i great degredation of the pulpit and
i a worldly innovation. However,
¢ the church has not reached perfec-
I tion yet, and must subject herselfl to
| criticism, and she is not wise if she
| does not take the “most excellent
{ way” when it is pointed out to her.
! She cannot afford to be out of touch
I with public opinion. especially in
| matters where the lay mind is as
i capable of forming a sound judgment
i as those are who are largely respon.
sible for her policy and practice.
| Under paragraph 265 of the Rules
i and Forms of Procedure of our
| church, it is possible to shorten the
{ procedure and have the matter set-
tled in one day at Presbytery instead
of two, as was customary. Buteven
one is onc too many, at least as
presently spent, and if the long
winded orations and that speech
i from the minister called, could be
* avoided, great good would result to
! all concerned. In his speech the
minister usually loses his head and
forgets that he is speaking to the
world at large. He unbosoms him-
self of all his doubts and difficulties
; and tatks long and low of the soul
i exercises he has passed through in
, coming to a decision, and generally
; finishes up in a way that makes
! people laugh at him who don't know
him. He appears as a martyr and
looks for sympathy. Now to the
i Jay mind this is all very absurd, and
| little wonder need lie felt that the
+ worldling rejoices over such a con-
dition of things. Ministers, in such
positions, are not called upoa to give
i the reasons which have influenced
- ther in arrving at their decision,
and why they persist in doing this
and vet keep back the one beanng
on the comparative merits of the
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salaries offered, is passing strange to
wust people.  If they were more
reticent they would gain in general
esteem and do less mjury 1o them-
selves and the profession to which
they belong.  Many worthy  minis-
ters have lost percepubly in influence
and usefulness by the manner in
which they have handled calls, This
has brought out their weaknesses,
which were remarked upon at the
time and remembered long afier- |
wards, to their great disadvantage.
‘The Presbytery of St. Joha have
been foremost i the struggle for
needed reforms, and 1 uust that ¢
they will bend their energies to this
nch needed task, and that through
their instrumentality the day s not
far distant when the evils connected
with calls to munisters, to which [
have tried to direct attention, may
soon be numbered among the things
that were.

Yours respectfully,
Moy musk.

- for its sins.
“the sense of personal sinfulness s

age in which men clamoured more
loudly for their rights, and in which
class more fiercely denounced class
But this is just because

feeble.  Men who do their duty are

_ the Icast clamorous for their rights,

and the most conscious of short.
coming ; therefore they are less cen-
sorious than others. — 7 /e Christian.

The essence of religion from the
human side is a scuse of spuritnal
need. ‘The animal, when well fed.
and all ns instmcts are <atisfied, is a
creature for the ume without a want.
Because man is never satisfied. and
has needs deeper than any carthly
source of satisfaction can reach, he
craves for God ; in other words, he
s religious.  The first sesult of con

Jtact with the Ivine Spanit s that
" this sense of need is quickened and
" deepened.

Before we can receive
the great gift, our cajaaty for il
mu.t be enlarged.  The Gospel 1n

. the answer to this capaaty for God.

In his latest volume of <crmons
Dr. Maclaren makes  the  remark
ance and agam, as if the subject
were much on his nind, that there
arc *few things which the <o called
Christianity of thic dav needs more
than an intenser realization of the
fact. and the gravny of the fact, of
personal  smfulness™  He behoves
this to be the reutof the shallowness
of vo much that calis iteelf Chney
anity n the world to-day. the source
of almost all the cvils under which
the church is groaning. It has a
great deal o db an shapang all the
maimed, imperfect. partial views of
Chnst. His character and naturc.
which afflict the world.”  Of old we
have keown it as the muther of most
of our heresics. The factis a some-
what startling onc, when it is re
membered that ncver was there an |

Its law s, * Blessd are they that
hunger and tharst after nightoousness.
for they shall be alled”  Bowth the
bunger and thirst, and the banquet
that 1s provided for them. arc the
work and gift of Chnst. He wakens
the <ry, - lThou Sun of David, have
wercy upon me,” and He grants the
boun, = Thy faith hath made thee
whole.” — Zae Cliristian.

James Secaton,
BooX ard PRINTER,

85 Germain St., - St.John, N.B.

CHURCH PRINTING A SPECIALTY.

Orderz Uy mail attended ta prompuy  Prices low

.
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FURNITURE,

"Carpets, . Oilcloths,

Window Blinds, &c.,
AT
A.HERNDERSON'S

Quoen Street, Woodstock, N. B.
Undertaking a Specialty.

Established 1791.
A. Chipman Smith Struan Robertson,

A.Chipman Smith & Co.

DRUGGISTS,
No. 1 Gity Market Building, Charlotie St,
SAINT JOHN, N. B.

MAN uHESTE]:‘i,
ROBEBTSON
& ALLISON.

Dry Goods, Furniture;

Furs, Silks, Millinery,
Jackets, Cloths, Dress Goods,
Carpets, House Furnishings.
Men's and Boys' Clothing. i

The largest Dry Goods House in
the Maritime Provinces.

27 & 29 King Street, - SI. JOHN, N. B.

CLIFTON HOUSE,

74 Princess & 141 & 143 Germain Sts.,

ST. JOHN, N. B.
A. N, PETERS, Prop’r.

PROFITS !

PROFITS ! !

N
The profits paid during 1896 on matured endowments-by the
North American Life Assurance Co.

have never been equalled by any British American or Canadian

Life Assurance Companies.

© For full particulars address—

C. S. EVERETT, Inspector, 13 Horsfield Street,

SAINT JGHN, N. B.

JOHN S. SEATON,

Manufacturer and Dealer in——

GRANITE, MARBLE'& FREESTONE

Monuments, Tablets, Gravestones, &
MEMORIAL TABLETS and

BAPTISMAL FONTS = specialty.

Designs drawn and furnished on application.
LOW PRICES. GOOD WOSRK.

74 Charlotte St., St, John, N.'B.
Musical Instruments.

BUYERS OF——,
PIANOS, ORGANS,

or Sewing Machines,
Before purchasing would do welt to call at Mt
CRAWFORD'S 81 GERMAX STREET, where they
will get the best makes, at the lowest prices for
. OF onreasonable terms -Allfully gnarantzed
for » numbder of years,

HUGH CRAWFORD, £1 Germain 3t.,
svd Ruilding South of King. ST, ONN, N. B.

Thorne Bros.,

Manutacturers and il;lportenof

HATS,CAPS & FURS

‘Wholesale and Retal,
93 KixG ST.. - ST.JOHN, N. B,

McARTHUR,
Bookseller, Stationer,

AND DEALER IN - rssnsanss

FANCY GOODS, TOYS, DOLLS,

AND

WALL PAPER.
90 Xiug St., - ST.JOHN, N. B.
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GLASGOW HOUSE. - EsrasLisHep 1855.

HUGH HAY & SON,

~~

IMPORTERS OF —~—r—sermnnr

Dry Goods, Clothing, Hats and Caps, Carpets, and House Furnishings.
FUR GOODS A SPECIALTY,

Be sure and see our Stock before buying.

MAIN STREET, -

Mention this paper.

WOOLSTOCK, N. B.

The St. John;
Business College.

Good Words from 0ld Students.

(No. 7.)
1 recommend anyone desiring a thorouszh know.
ledge of PRACTICAL ROOKKEEPING to

attend your institution,
EUSTACE BARNES,

DO YOU RIDE % ©
A BICYCLE ?

The 1897 Hyslop D
Crescent Wheels.

are the leaders. Weo have them
in all sizes and colors.

If you want a wheel write us for

Head Rookkeeper for Emerson & Fisher. ; prices, or call and examine samples.
. Over 4,000 Crescents sold in 1896.

Have x fine heginning for 18u7. A lotof young
Iadics and sentlemen arc in attendance. Al are
wor king like bees.  Many arc very capable, and
arc going to make their m +rk.

I siness inen wanting Stenographicrs and Booke
kecpers will do well to correspond with ns.

S. KERR & SON,
ST. JOHN BUSINESS COLLEGE,
ODD FELLOWS® HALL.

St. John Sunday School Book Room.
HEADQUARTERS FOR
SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS,

Reward Cards, Scriptwre Text Tickets,

Collection Envelopes, Blackboard Cloth,

Library Cards, Record Bouks,
Class Books, and other
S.-S. REQUISITES.

Bibles, Testaments and Hymnals.
1

Libraries sent 1o Schools on approval.
Write for Catalogunes and Prices.
Peloubet’s Notes on S.-S. Lessons.
Hurlbut's llustrative Notes.
Hurlbut’s Normal Lessons.
Monday Club Sermons on S.-S. Lessons.

23~ We keep the Supply Department of the N, B

Sunday School Astaciation,
E. G. NELSON & CO.,
Cor. Xing and Charlotte Sts.,
SAINT JOHN, N. B.

|

i

A few active agents wanted in un-

i represented districts.

P.S. MACNUTT & CO,,
Corner Al and Union Sireels,
Saixt Joux, N. B.

7. R.EVERETT,

Importer and Dealerin

BRITISH, FOREIGN and DOMESTIC

Hardware,

WHOLESALE and RETAIL,

Queen Street,
Fredericton, N. B.




