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‘The Theosophical Society, as such, is not responsible for anything contained herein.

MR. W. T, STEAD.

R. STEAD’S Address in the
January ‘‘Review of Re-
views” after five years of
phenomenal and, one he-
lieves, entirely useful suc-
cess, claims attention from
evervone associated with the work of
Humanity and Brotherhood. If we
cannot all recognize ‘‘a comrade in &
Holy War,” at least let us be fellows in
a stiil holier Peuce,
and stand ever for
the ideal ITiverty
that knows no curb
but Reason and no
coercion but the
chain of Love.

H. B. wrote
once-- My dear Mr.
Stead: This may
seem a poor compli-
ment in your eyes.
but in mine it is the
greatest one 1 can
make, when 1 say-—
You are a true The-
osophist in  heart
and soul. whatever
you may cail your-
self.” A concretc
example that 2 theosophist may exist
without having joined the T. 8. isim-
portant, for it must be remembercd
that theosophy is not the faith of a sect,
but that it stands for the united Wis
don: of the human race. Why Madame
Blavatsky recoguized a theosophist in
BMr. Stead may be gathered from his
stutement when in Torontn in 1893:
“It is my lifc message, condensing the
essence of the whole Christian religion
—nof be a Christian—but be a Christ.
Be a Messinh to some man or woinan by
you. Interpret God ¢n those you touch.
Don't preach much. Do a Xindness
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WILLIAM T. STEAD.

when you can.  Be a Christ.”

Mr. Stead’s psychic powers are also of
interest to theosophists, and although
he seems to doubt the possibility ot
such powers having been developed to
even greater degreo in others chan in
himself, to judge by his opinion given
in “*Borderland” that *Mr. Judge de-
ceiv@d himself before he hoodwinked
Mrs. Besant,” yet his independent testi
mony to phenomena of a striking char-
acter is encouraging. Perhaps if he
fully appreciated the issues at stake he
might have been as
anxious to investi-
gate Mr. Judge at
first hand as to get
at, for instance. “‘the
truth about Russia.”
Tho<e who do not
believe Julin’s *
mes:ages to be in-
veuuons  merely,
even when she
speaks of aan “irre-
ducible minimum,”
need not apologize
for faith in Alr
Judge. To be sure
Mr. Indge has not
yel suifered  Hol-
loway martyrdom.
but these of us whoe
know him are witness to greater wrongs
than that. Nor is he least, either, in
*the Union of all who Love in the Sex-
vice of all whe Suffer,”

VWhile the personil equation claims
consideration we wmust not perinit M
Stead's opinion on details to blind us to
the fact that for Gve years the Review
of*Reviews has been working practical-
1y on behalf of the fivst object of the
Theosophical Society, and that Border-
land has been accomplishing much for
the thi*l. Those who like their occult-
ism diluted und who aflect phenomena
have in it an intelligent record.
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Karma,
The tissue of the life to be
We weave with colors all our own,
And in the fleld of Destiny
‘We reap as we have sown.

Still shall the soul around it call

The shadows which it gathered here,
And painted on th’ eternal wall

The past shall reappear.

0, no! Welive our life again;
Or warmly touched, or coldly diia,
The pictures of the Past remain,
Man’s works shall follow him.
—JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER.

LAE RATIONALE OF REINCARNA-
TION,

‘While there seems to be a unanimity
of opinion that buman life is subordin-
ate to a definite purchase, the popular
concepts of what that purpose miay be
are extremely diverse. If predicated
from the motives which actuate the
western mind, it might be mgney-
making, the gratification of ambition,
the induigence of voluptuousness, the
mere perpetuation of the hnman species,
material or mental progress, or @ proba
tion which determines the everlasting
weal or woe of each human soul.

Admitting a purpose, and that an in-
telligent and benevolent one, reincarna-
tion under Karmic law, is postulated
as the only rational hypothesis that is
applicable to every phase of the ques-
tion—Why and for what purpose was I
born ?

In a condensed outline of so momen-
tous a subject, it is only possible
to cite the salient points as a basis of
investigation. To the earnest enquirer,
whbo seclis a more than cursory know-
ledge, an intimation that a voluminous
literature, both elementary and ab
struse, may be consulted, will encour-
age him to go deeper into the matter be-
fore dismissing the subject from his
wmind as insufficiently sustained by con-
clusive argument.

Reasoning by analogy, if one shonld
ask Why and for what purpose did I
awake from sleep this morning? his
commonsense would suggest an auswer
that would be also applicable to the
question, Why and for what purpose
was I born? I was alive yesterday, he
would probably say, and, feeling tired.
I fell asleep, awakening this morning
refreshed in order that I might do some
things that were left undone at the
close of the %)revious day and undertake
others equally important. Wiiere were
you when you were asleep? You really
do not know. Tosay that you were in

bed is to bex the question. There was
nothing toindicate that you were in bed
with your body all the night. What
about respiration and the circulation of
my blood? An engine once started will
run for a certain length of time in the
absence of the engineer. If he does
not come back soon enough the enzine
will stop. Thisis the rationale of Re-
incarnation in a nutshell,

The Theosophical position with re-
gard to Re incarnation is, briefly, this:
The man spiritual is the immortal Ezo,
without beginning and without an end
—an emanation from the Deity, individ-
nalized and identified with a corporeal
body inorder to gain a specific experi-
ence which nothing but actual contact
with gross physical matter can afford.
The man carnal is the human organism,
with its complex functions, appetites
and instinets, up to the hghest point of
dvolution. And evolution is but a con-
scious effort of Nature to adjust itself
to the needs of Spirit involved and active
in all grades of Mutter. In other words,
it is the adaptation of objective en.
vironment to the conditions generated
by the subjective soul of all things.

In the physical boly the involved
Spirit functions. When the body is dis-
carded at death, the Spirit—or Ego—
withdraws successively to higher planes
of consciousness, where it assimilated
all the experience gained in earth-life
that it can. As it retires to its native
sphere the bodies or vehicles which it -
discards disintegrate on their several
planes of being.  After the Ego has had
sufficient repose it enters again into a
body exactly preparel to suit its re-
quirements; and this process continues
until it has outgrown the necessity of
Reincarnation.

But the proof—ygive me the proof. say
you. I cannet give you the proof; this
journal is not large enough to contiin
the matter that wight be written to
prove the truth of so far-reaching and
intricate a subject. If youare at all
solicitous or even carious to know what
may be sail to substansiate the fore-
going and the following statements,
you sheuld, m fairness to yourself and
the question at issue, be willing to in-
vestigate to the extent of the means
provided—und they are nmple.

If these seventeen statemeats are true
then Reincaraation can be ignored only
at the expense of the stultification of
one's reason:—~

1, Bight hundrel wmillions of people
believe in Reincarnatim. :
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2 Jesus, Buddha, Plato, Pythagoras
and most of the world’s teachers and
alvanced philosophers and poets of
every age have taught it.

3. The Bible contains numerous allu-
sions to it, which the discerning student
will readily discover: but, unfortunate-
Iy, theologians have endeavored to di-
vorce these from their orginal and most
apparent meanings by indirect inter-
pretation or subversive interpolation.

4. The eminent Fathers of the Chris-
tian Church believed and strenuously
advocated it; but dogmatic authority
and the concentration of the age on
material progress have, on the one
hand, thrust it into obscurity, and, on
the other, allowed it to lapse from our
ethics without protest and without
question.

5. Most of the other sacerdotal litera-
tures of the world abound with its
teachings and doctrines deduced from
it. and wrodern philosophy has frequent
recourse 1o it for fundamental hypo-
theses.

6, It ensures equal chances to all.

7. Apart from it there can be no im-
mortulity for man.

8. Recourse to analogy confirms it.

9. 1t is strictly scientific—is, in fact,
the only scientific hypothesis which
solves every problem of human life.

10. It alone affords a satisfactory ex-
planation of human misery and inequal-
ity.

)11. It is agreeable to & rational con
cept of the sounl.

12. It explains wmany ¢ vperiences that
were heretofore as unaccountable as
mysterious.

13. It explains what heredityis unable
to acconnt {vr—the seeming divergences
from its cecognized laws, and the ve-
marksVyly difference occasionally ob-
served between twins born under pre-
asely the same conditions,

14 It shows a reason for our likes
and dislikes, our drenms and the mental
pictures of persons and places unrelated
to our experience of this preseut life, as
well as the innumerable other phenom-
ena continually cropping up.

16. It is more in harmony with reason
than the generally received docirines of
predestination, original sin and future
punishment.

16. It proves that man is the maker
of his own destiny, and that he alone is
responsible for bis suifering and enjoy
ments. —

17. It offers the most potent induce-

went to honesty, morality, religious
aspiration. humanitarianism and & just
regard for the rights of others.

And yet some people, who scarcely
know the meaning of the term, say that
Reincarnation is & pagan doctrine, un-
worthy of the credence of sensible men,
Truth is ever defamed by those who
know her the least.

WiLniaM T. JamEs,

THE MUSIC OF INDXA.

If music is not natural, it is no musics
because nature itself is musical at least
to those wio have eyes to see it and ears
to hear it. The ancient Indian music ig
in harmony with nature, so much so
that each tune is assigned an appropri-
ate name after the seasons and other
phenomena of nature. Let us heara
piece of music composed on the tune
Prabhat (dawn) before the break of day,
aud the same piece in the afterncon.
It will not sound so sweet in the after-
noon as it did in the early morning.
In the same way take a piece of music
composed on Basant (spring) and sing it
in the spring. It will be found as sweet
as the spring itself. But the same piece
sung in autumn or in any other season
will not sound so sweetly as it did
in the spring, Malhar, likewise, is
mora sweet in Malhar (rainy sea-
son) than in eany other season.
Take again the song sung by the Parsi
ladies on auspicious occasions—a wel
come to the rising sun—and others ac-
companied by this They have acharm-
ing effect on the hearers early in the
morning; while the same songs, if sung
at odd times, will not have that effect
on the minds of the hearers which if
had before sunrise The girbis, again,
which are sung in & circle with clap-
ping of hands would not appear har-
monious to nature. Why? Because
theso tunes are based on the keynotes of
Nature by the first poets who heard the
divine music, and then conld copy it for
the instruction of mankind. The Indian
wmusic is naturalif sung on proper oc-
casions. It is charming, soul eievating,
and makes theanind more peacefnl and
tranquil if properly perforined, though
to the western ear. trained to western
harmony, it way appear as ‘nasal va-
garies of anative singer.” The vibra-
tions of the sound of wusic must be in
harmony with Nature, the vibrations
of which are not always the same, bub

‘ever changing. It is not necessary,

therefore, that certain f{unes sung now
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should be as sweet if sung at odd_inter-
vals. This was well known to the In-
dian poets, who had comnosed their
music on this principle,. We do not
know whether such is the case with
western music. What we see in the
western music is mostly emotion if not
kama (desire); it makes a man dance in
his heart if not in body; while the In
dian music has tunes more of a tran-
quillizing nature which makes the mind
more peaceful than emotional or kamic.
It is to be reasretted, nowever, that a
mania is raging among certain class of
native poetasses (sic). who do not know
even the a b-¢ of higher music, to write
songs in English tunes. I1say poetasses
advisedly because these composers can-
net be classed among Kalidasas and
such others, These songs are snnzx by
younyg people on various occasions. in
season and out of season, on Eurnpean
instruments, and the pure Indian mas e
has been gradually dying out. People
do mnot k*ow what effect the former
music world have on the surronnding
men and nature: and so far as the so-
called *'leaders” and ‘-yuides” are con-
cerned, everything goe: on with their
sanction and anproval. None knows
whay colors these sound vibrations pro
duce, anl what harumony they bear in
relation to the higher nature. While
the Western science of Sound is ap-
proaching nearer Occuliism, it is neces-
savy to examnine this question from that
standpoint.  Sounds can be seen, it is
said, and colors heard.  Siv Isare New-
ton's theory was that the impulse upon
the nerves of the eye prodnced by color
is similar in kind or degree to that pro-
duced upon the ear by sounds, It is the
assimilation of sound and colov which
produces impressions while a man can
see svund and hear color, s in the case
of the hlind man, who, on being asked
for his idea of scarlet,replied that it was
ike the sound of a trumpet. Such
peoplo can see colors in the svunds of
musical instruments, tew of which are
said to be as follows:—

Wind instruments; Trombone, deep
red; trumpet, scarlet; clarionet, orange,
oboc, yellow; bassoon (alto), deep yel-
low; flute, sky ULlue; diapasou. deeper
blue; double diapason, purple; horn,
violet.

String  instruments: Violin, pink,
viola, rose; violoncello, red; double
bass, deep crimson red,

Tho instruments mostly used by the
native followers of the Wastern music
are generally violins, pianos, harioni-

cas, pianettes, ete., and it is to be inves-
tizated whether the colors correlated
with the sonnds of these instruments
are in hamnony with the color of mnan's
higher nature.

Again the tunes preferred ave goner-
allyofa low nature, mostly dauces,
which produce discordant vibratious—
atleast discordant to a refined ear.
Many might have observed that this
sort of low music leads men gradually
into the sphere of emotion and passion.
If we require a hizher :usic we must
cultivate it, and develop it to the
height of hizher Nature; but to culti-
vate it we must have knowledwe of real
music and its bearing on a higher Na-
ture than we know of. We have to find
out the true keynote of Natme It is
a well-known fact in physical science,
as well as 1 Qccultism,” says H. P. B,
“‘that the agzvegate sound of Nature—
snch asheard in the voar of great vivers,
the noise proinced by the waving tops
of trees in large fovests, or that of a city
heard at o distance—is a definite single
tone of quite an appreciable pitch.”
Prof. Rice ccusiders this tone to be the
actual tonic of Nature corresponding
with the Fa, and Prof. B. Sillinan also
held it to be the middle ¥a of the piano;
which may be taken. therefora. as the
keynote of Nature. It now rests with
the composers and singers of songs to
carry on their work further on this line,
But there is another greac fault. And
itis the trade wihich tuey carry oit of
this nusic, which is also one of the rea-
sons of lowering the art of music. The
art of music is one of the noblest in the
world; and in musie, asinall other arts,
bargaining is a curse  The art should
be ¢nltivated for the arts’ sake only.
Untortunately, however, sinxing parties
are engaged for the trifle of a dinuer,
and itis not wide of the ark tosay
that in the near fature these parties
will have to work on rennneration.
Thisis most deplorable, —N. F B. in The
Thevsophiv Gleaner for November.

Non-resistance on the physical plane
is the only solution to our social and
other troubles.  Generation after gener-
ation has tried force and coercion, and
men have died gladly in battle for
liberty. Ave they prepared to die in
the bloodless batile of noa-resistanco?
Hunger death is harder thaun sword or
bullet-deash. Can we die that way for

liberty, it necessary?
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February 24. Johm ix: 1-11.

In spite of the direct testimony con-
veved in this passage vo the fact of ve
incarnation and the recogunition of Kar-
mic law by the disciples as the alterna
tive to the theory of heredity, many
readers seemito think that Jesus’ veply
ignores both principles. What Jesus
says is simply that the man did not sin
in previous lives s0 as to merit Qn-ectly
this disadvantage, neither did his par-
ents sin so that by heredity the defect
of blindness in their child becowmes a
burden and punishwent to them, bLut
for another reason of still greater im-
portance. To one blind from Dbirth,
blindness s not a hardship as in the
case of one stricken blind; thisman was
a type of the race in its evolution; he
had attained a certain stage of develop-
ment; still another faculty has to be
added “that the works of God may be
manifested in him.” We are all born
Iacking some important faculty, and its
development is the continual miracle of
life. Ho who is the Light of the Kos-
mos, the lifs, the health or salvation
(Ps. Ixvii: 2; Luke ii: 30) of the ruce,
and who dwells potenially in every
wan must be permitted toshine in our
henrts and give ihis iight. The night
cometly, when all growth is arrested.

March 3. John xi: 30-45 .

The auchor of ~Supernatural Reli
gion,” an English Churchmaa, declines
to characterise “the artistic narrative
of the raising of Lazarns, the greatest
wmiracle ascribed to Jesus, yet so sing
nlarly unknown to the other three
Evangelists. who. s0 readily repeating
the accounts of trifling cures, would
most certainly not have neglected this
had they ever heard of it.” (p. 177. 6th
Bd.) Lazarus, from Eleazar, Helped
of God, is evieuntly a typeof the buried
soul, and the interpretation must be
gpiritual, as verse 26, declaring that the
believer shall never die, cannot refer to
the body of Lazarus, else he were still
alive. Note the parallel between this
panative and that of the Crucifixion.
The Christ c:ies with a loud voice and
the stone is rolled away from the tomb
and he that heareth is unloosed from the
grave-bands forever.

Mavrch 10, Marlk x: 17-27,
The incident is related in Matt. xix.
and Luke xviii., also where the phrase,

verse 21, *“Take up thy cross,” as iu the
Revised Version is omitted, affording a

wood example of the additions frequent-
ly made. The idea of crucifixion had
nol, then been broached amonyg the dis.
ciples, and the young man, a stranger,
could not have understood the modern
iuterpretation. The phrase was sugges-
tive, however, in conuection with the
Egyvptian and other mysteries where the
jnitiation of the tau or cross was the
cousmmmation of the life of the disci-
ple-ascetic, who had sold everything and
given to the poor. It is significant that
on this one occasion upon which Jesus
is directly asked about the way tv salva-
tion he dees not give an answer at all
approaching the usual modern western
one, He disclaims any imerit in Him.
self, and enjoins not only strict obser-
vance of the whole law, but a further
sacrifice which would be looked
upon in the present day as good grounds
for cominital to aninsane asylum. But
no compromiseis permitted, and *«ough
Peter was aware of it and had so acted
the disciples ‘‘were astonished out of
measure.” Our astonishinent assnmes
the form of dispelief and disregard.
March 1Y Luke xix, 1-10,

The sycomore tree into which Zacchs-
us climbed was the Egyptian fig. and the
fig has ever been the symbol of mater-
ial, as the vine of spiritual things.
Adam after the Fall was clad with fig
leaves. Having climbed up to see the
Master, He who has coiue to seek and
to save that which was lost recogunizes
Zucensmus and otfers to abide with him.
Truly, the pressure is great when the
Master passes.

THE LOCAL BRANCH,

On 80th January a rcsolution was
adopted nem con., acquiescing in the
resolutions of Aryan T. S., expressive
of confidence in Mr. W. Q. dJudge, and
requesting him toretain his office. Vol-
awminous circul.:s, ete., from Mrs. Be-
sant, Mr. Keighticy, Col. Olcott. and
various branches have been read and
considered with respecs to this action.

On 20th January Mr. F, E. Titus was
by invitation at Hamilton and address-
ed a meeting in the Unitarian Church
there on *‘Theosophy.” Discussion en-
sued andmuch interest was aroused,
which, it is hoped, may result later in
the establishment of a DBraanch, Mr.
Titus was entertained at the house of
» .s. E. Rogers, of the Minneapolis

Branch, who read a paper on ‘Reiucar-
nation” in the same church on 2nd Feb-
rary.
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FRIDAY FRAGMENTS.

I say unto you: Resist not evil. Over-
corae evil with good.

There are no murmurs nor complaints
to be heard from those who are work-
ing with all their might. Those who
strain every effort in action have no
force to waste in grumbling. The work-
ers are silently satisfied.

Some peaple complain of the doctrine
of Karma, that it is unjust to be
punished or to have to suffer for acts of
which you have no recollection, Would
it not be a great deal more unjust to
have to suffer for nothing, or for acts
which another committed?

It is a mistake to classify all so-called
poor people, those of the lower
classes, and so-forth, as alike.
Three classes will occur to everyone on
amoment’s reflection.  First, the great
mass of beings who have evolved to that
apparently low plane which is in reality
a relatively high one compared with
the opportunities of various savage
geoples. Second, those whose Karma

as reduced them justly enough to that

sition, as in the possible case of ml-

ionaires, slave-drivers and the like,

who inflicted upon others in past lives
the wrongs which_they are now being
visited with. And, thirdly, those egos
who from choice have embraced the
opportunity of such humbla experiences
for the purpose of developing certain
phases of character not to be acquired
otherwise. Just as a person well-to-do
and with ample food at command might
choose to fast for certain versonal rea-
50n8.

—

The only objection to the orthodox
idea of freo will and predestination lies
in the contention that the predestinat-
ing power is outside of oneself. Ifit be
realised that the predestinator is one-
gelf, and that one has free will to pre
destine any course one chooses, but that
one must abide absolutely by the result
of that choice, once it is made, the dif-
ficulties of this vexed question will
vanish. God worketh in us both our
willing and our working, and we are
God. Godislaw. God1s love. God is
justice. Godis Karma.

For the LAnp.
SEEKETH NOT HER OWN,

. Theosophical axioms are often seem-
ing paradoxes. Torinstance, when two
peoble who are closely united in the
bonds of mutual love and comradeship
are told ‘‘not to thinlk of each other,” it
would seem an impossibility from the
very nature of the love and friendship
involved. But what is really meant is
principally that each should leave the
other his or her mental freedom, that
neither should think of the other with
the desire to forc: any particular line
of thought, feeling, or action upon him,
True love canuot forget; it malkes con-
stant presence of the beloved, and seeks
ever to give out all that it has to the
latt_er, insthe way of Lelpful thought and
feeling. But it will always respect the
mentai and spiritual freedom of friend
and comrade, Todo otherwise is, in
fact, to practice a very subtle and harm-
fulsort of hypnotism on the psychic
plane—and one of which Karma, as a
rule, speedily takes note.—A.

SEVEN AND TEN.

1t is & very remarkable fact which I
accidentally discovered in ithe prepara-
tion of my work that formerly the
seventh day of the week was dedicated
to the sun, hence called Sunday, and
that the seventh letter of our alphabset
is @&, which is solin music, and 8ol in
Latin signifies the sun. And if you
reckon backwards, commencing at the
end of the alphabet, you will find that
thie seventh letter is T, which is the ini-
tial of ten: and the third letter from the
end is X, which is the symhol of ten,
and three and seven added together con-
stitute ten, and both these letters are a
symbol of the tross, and also of Christ
who is the Sun of Righteousness.—John
‘W. Adam’s “Bible, Astronomy and the
Pyramid.”

“P G_ ﬂ G 93 Lyrics, Son-
nets, etc,,

0BTS GrTaVe a0l ray, mots " sies
Peanut Ballads, by Albert E. 8. Smythe, 184 pp,
cloth, with portrait, post freo $l1, from Toe
LaAaxte Oftice, and at all Booksellers.

“Unusually smooth and musical."—Buffalo
Express.

“Light, easy and graceful."—London Gra-
nhic.

“Finely artistic."—New York Independent.

“With a vein of simple, unobtrusive piety.”
~Bellaville Intelligencer.
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THE FROSTUD PANES,

One night came Winter noiselessly, and leaned
Aginst my window pano.

In the deep stillness of his heart convened
'The ghosts of all his slain.

Leaves and ephemera, and stars of carth,
And fugitives of grass—
White spirits loosed from bonds of mortal
irth.
He drew thdm on the glass.
—C. G. D. Roberts in Atlantic Monthly.

The intuition of the poet frequently
outruns the investigations of the scien
tist, and the above stanzas illustrate
this, as well as Mr, Bliss Carman's pro-
position, noted last month, that the
Canadian school of poztry stands for the
pew-old philosophy. The Astral Light.
the Akasa or Ether, the Book of Judg-
ment, as it is variously termed,in which
everything is recorded that ever existed,
“‘convenes the ghosts” of all the past,
and the proper conditions being afforded
they reapvear, waterialized on the
plane of physical existence. A
correct understanding of the pro-
cess by which these ancient forms
are reproduced would afford a clue to
the comprehension of many other phe-
nomena closely akin, though apparently
not related. The much disputed pro
cess of the precipitation of writtien
seript on blank paper is closely ailiea Lo
the method by whichnature precipitates
her floral forms on aporopriate surfaces.
A Master, writing in “The Occult
World” (page 144, 6th Amer. Ed.), says
“When science will have learned more
about the mystery of the lithuphyl (or
litho-biblion), and how the impress of
leaves cowe originally to take place on
stones, then I will be able to make you
better understand the vprocess.” This
connects the operations of fossilization
with that of the frosted pane, and crys-
tallisations, and even photography will
be perceived to be all different applica-
tions of an important natural law by
which noumenal form under favorable
conditions is manifested physically.
Thevery growth of our bodies, the pro-
cess of incarnation, is the crowning
triumph on our plane of this work of
embodying the hidden thought or
word. The beautiful forms of the
frozen window are Ii:nited by their con-
ditions to the lower kingdoms, but it
is of great interest to note the variations
that occur indifferent localities, affected
by floral and other environment, by lati-
tude and longitude aud so forth. The
different. kinds of stone in flag-pave-

ments exhibit different forms, the
wood composing window-frames appears
to have its influence. the floral contents
of a greenhouse modify considerably the
frost pictures, and other conditions
give results which should be noted.
Many observations suggest that aquatic
and marine forms are as probably re-
produced as those of terrestrial flora.
If amateur photographers in different
parts of the world would perpetuate for
us the designs of their winter morning
windows we might get some interesting
evidence concerning lost continents and
past ages. THER Laxp will be glad to
receive communications on the subject.

LIFE TO LIFE AS DAY TO DAY,

If one believes in that inexpressibly
vast and wonderful idea of reincarna-
tion, the sadness of such a story as that
of the woman who ‘‘Lived in New
York” 1is intensified into a dozen
tragedies. For through what ages of
torment and toil and self-denial and
pain must that tarnished soul struggle
up into purity againl And how in-
finitely awful does each careless. reck-
less, downward step become, when one
helioves that it must be retraced, though
ages be consumed in the retracing and
whips of many thongs be woven for the
scourging, and tears like fire fall, and
griefs that to the unbelieving seem un-
just and cruel are laid upon the suffer-
ing heart. That is the only explanation
thai iives me the sense of many a Bible
verse, glibly rattled off iaand out of
sense and season by many a stupid
ggnfue.—La(ly Gay in Saturday Night

an,

WOMEN SPEAXING IN CHURCH.

I have always felt astonished that re-
spectable and reverent men should have
so long allowed a hazy translation of
certain expressions of St. Paul to pass
as quite cuthoritative, and so influence
‘in a very important direction the whole
:of human rules and conduct. The
Apostle says, ‘It is a shame for wowmen
to speak in the church,” and this has
been enforced in its literai sense by a
large body of ecclesiastics. Judge the
surprise of & modern intelligent woman
.when in looking up the word rendered
“speak,” in Liddell and Scott’s Greek-
English Lexicon—of which no one will
dispute the authority—she finds it tran-
glated *to chatter like monkeys, to

twitter like birdsl”— Mrs. Josephine
‘Batler. - .
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EDITORIAL NOTES,

Do you know where you are at?
* ¥
*
Our “‘Scripture Class Notes” have
been unavoidably crowded out this

month.

* %
*

‘We have some interesting first-hand
notes from the wife of a Christian mis-
sionary in India for next month's issue,
concerning the attitude of the natives
towards Christianity, theosophy, and

other matters.

* ¥
*

In spite of the severe weather of the
past month the attendance at the vari-
ous meetings of the Society has been
maintained. Thereports at the annual
meeting on the 27th inst., will present
the record of a good year's work. Itis
hoped that all members will make an
offort to be present.

* %
*

The Sunday evening weetings at 365
8padina Ave., wers inteaded originally

to elucidate the Society’s second object,
the study of Aryan and other Eastern
religicns, sciences, and philosophies.
This is frequently lost sight of, and the
restriction in the length of readings is
repeatedly ignored. The first reading
should not exceed twenty minutes, say
2000 words, and thasecond five minutes,
or 500 words.
***

Mr. W. A. Bulmer, of the *“Northern
Theosophisl.” is prepared, if everybody
leaves the Society but himself, to con-
tinue to run it on the original lines.
Bro. Bulmer does himself proud. buy
we fear he won’t have this splendid
privilege yot, There are still a few of
us left.

*x*

The ‘Christian Guardiar.” of 23rd
January, considers “heathenism” is re-
ceiving too much attention, and in-
weighs against the translation of the
Sacred Books of the East. The partial
publication of these scriptures in Eng-
lish is giving the native Hindoo popula-
tion the impression that they are entire-
ly pure and moral, says the Guardian,
and as nothing could be further from
the fact the cause of truth suffers ac-
cordingly. This sounds well in a com-
munity which published a Ross Bible,
and whose prudery is such that if Tag
LanP quoted verbatim certain passages
in the Old Testament its publication
would be suppressed. The Guardian
speaks of the “Yagur Vega,” as it calls
what it considers one of the most im-
moral of these scriptures, and yet it is
in this same Yajur Veda that occurs
the Glayatri, the most sacred verse of the
Hindus.

* 0%

Will church people never get it into
their heads that sacred books were not
written for the sake of being obscens,
and that the obscenity of the Christian
Bible is as justifiable or as unjustifiable,
and for the same reasons, as the Bibles
of other faiths? From the point of view
of the modern church or the ‘ Christian
Guardian,” the Hon. G. W. Rcss is in-
contestably a better editor than Ezra
the Scribe or the compilerof the Vedas,
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anc the Ross Bible is all right for the
general public and for children, and
equally so are the tranelations of Sacred
Books of the East in their ..xpurgated
form. But when the Kabalist, the Oc¢-
cultist, the Esotericist. leaving the dirt
of the letter to minds open only to such
suggestions, ;approaches the study of
these recorded mysteries, he desires to
have the allegory unmutilated and as it
was written, Every jot and tittle, every
dot and dash must have ita fulfilment.
But only what is written in the heart
can be read in the Volume.

AS NEAR AS HE CAN COME,

I cannot help seeing order, law, rea-
son, or Logos in the world, and I can-
not account for it by merely ex-post
events, call them what you like—sur-
vival of the fittest, natural selection, or
anything else. Anyhow, this Gnosis is
to me irresistible, and I dare not there-
fore enter the camp of the Agnostic
under false colors. Iam not aware that
on my way to this Gnosis I have availed
myself of anything but the facts of our
direct consciousness, and the conclu
sions that caw be logically deduced from
them. Witl . - these two authorities I
do not feel bound to accept any testi-
mony, whether revealed or anrevealed

If Agnosticism excludes a recognition
of eternal reason pervading the natural
and the moral world, if to postulate a
rational cause for a rational universe is
called Gnosticism, then I am a Gnostic,
and a humble follower of the greatest
tainkers of our race from Plato and the
author of the Fourth Gospel to Kant
and Hegel. —Max Muller in Nineteenth
Century.

THE RAINIBOW—MANY IN ONE,

Did you ever watch a sunbeam as it
shone through a drop of water, or a
piece of glass with many sides? Have
you seen the band of bright colours, the
tiny rainbow dancing upon the wall, or
in the air, and which is made by that
sunray passing through the drop or the
glass? Did you ever think what asun-
beam really is, and how that beam be
comes seven? A sunbeam is not just
one beam all by itself; not a bit of it—
it isa loving band of seven big sprites,
whom we all know, and ever and ever
80 w~ny little onesthat we donot know;
at least we do not know them very well,

But the big ones, oh! that is different.
Lvery little girl and boy should know
about them, and will, thanks to rain
drops, and crystals, and prisms, yes,
and the garden gprinklers that throw
out such pretty showers. Seven beauti
ful sprites: There is Heart-Life, red in
its color; this is the angel of Love,
loving thoughts for everybody and
everything.

Breath-Life comes next. Breath-Life
delights to robe himself in orange: it is
the angel of the voice, of speech, and
loves soft gentle words, kind words,
earnest words—words that help one to
grow better, stronger and wiser.

Sun-Life, a beautiful yellow, is the
angel of Light. Light is Knowledge; so
you must learn all you can to win the
bright Light-Life of the sunbeam.

Earth-Life now cowmes; the cheerful,
industrious sprite of grass and leaf, of
plant and tree. How softly, how cease-
lessly it works! This sprite is green,
who will follow it, and make the world
glad with little deeds well done.

Air Life, arrayed in heaven's own
blus, is the fifth. Air-Life is the angel
of truth, of purity, of agspiration. It
loves the children who want to grow
into great and good men and women,

Thought-Life is of & darker hue—In-
digo, as you see Thought-Life i3 the
genius of the boys and girls who think,
who pay attention to the inside more
than to the outside of things.

Blectric-Life, in dainty violet, comes
last; but it is not the least by any
means. This is the augel of swift enex-
gy: it darts into the dark earth and
kisses the little seeds; immediately thoy
waken and begin to grow. It makesour
bright eyed children quick to obey
mother and father, to help eack other,
to do good to all. :

The beautiful sunshine never says, “L
did that,” ete. *“Wedo. We, theseven,
with our mnany, many children, work
and do all together.” And the blue
never looks angry at the red; neither
does the indigo think itself better than
the green; nor the yellow say to the
orange. ‘‘You gaudy thing”—but they
shine aa one, equal, yet each one differ-
ent; each one giving of its gift, and the
differences, all together, make theliving
sunshine. Were one ray to forget to
work, or to say, “I won't shine,” the
earth would die for lack of the suun life,

Someone says, “why is the rainbow
round?’ Now there is a nice little
puzzle for you all to think about, —Mer-
cury.
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OTHER MEN'S BIBLES.

Resist Not Evil.

Hatred towards those who do no evil
and who do not hate, this is the sign of
the sinner in this world and in the
other.

After having bronght misery on him-
self, he would afterwards bring trouble
to others, like unto the hunting hawk,
who, captive himself, dces injury to
others

He who smites will be smitten; he
who shows rancour will find rancour;
so likewise from reviling comes revil-
ing, and to him who is augered comes
anger.

Those foolish shramanas who know
not the holy law, though this life be
brief, in the foolishness of their hearts
they give themselves to wrangling.

“This is the best man,” they think,
being thus at variauce with the nnani-
mous opinion: **Why do the clergw
choose this man? he is without strength
and without mind.”

If a bone is broken, (they advise)
killing, carrying off horses, cattle, and
riches, subduing Kingdoms, and then
afterwards to become fricnds again.

But the wise man, who knows what
js (right), says: “Why do you not learn
this law, which teaches the real way to
live?” Y~u who have not the conduct
of sages, watch carefully over the words
of your mouth: guard those of your
neighbors who do not know (the danger
they may run): they who know (this
law), speak soft-toned, pleasing words.”

**He abused me, he reviled me, ke
beat e, he subdned me;” he who keeps
this in his mind, and who feels resent-
ment, will ind no peace.

*He abused me, he revilel me, he
beat me, he snbdued wme;” he who keeys
this not in his mind, and is not resent-
ful, will find peace.

He who shows hatred to those who
hate will never be at peace; he who is
patient with those who hate will ind
peace, this is the spirit of religivn.

He who bears ill-will to thuse who
bear i11-will can never become pure; but
he who feels no ill-will, pacifies them
who hate; as hatred lrings misery to
mankind, the sage knows no hatred

If a man find a wise companion who is
oth steadfast and pure, let him, having
yvaivome all corruntion, assuciate with
him, thoughtinl aud glad.

If a man find not a wise companion,
who is both steadfast and pare, like a
king abandoning his broad kingdom,

let biv: live alone and comnmit no sin.

If a man find not a good friend who
leads a life like unto his own, let him
resolutely keep a solitary life, and not
associate with a fool.

1t is better to live a lonely life than to
have companionship with the fool;
casting off all taxation of mind, one
lives alone, like the elephant of the
Matanga forest.

From the Udanavarga or Tibetan
version of the Dhammapada. the Book
of the teachings of the Lord Buddha
(B C. 573) translated by "W. Woodville
Rockhill,

SPARKS.

The_ “Star’s” meekfaced gentlemsn.

nurse has another engagement.
*

“What'll I do with all this snow?”
asked the new hired man as he gazed on
twelve inches of the beautiful deposited
evenly along fifty feet of frontage.
“Take it away and use it for fuel,” re-
plied the willionaire, who had bought
more wheat than he could sell again.
Could our scientiets not act upon the
hint and discover the inflammable qual-
ities of srow. If some of us had been
inventing a world we would have ar-
ranged to have this abundant material
of the cold weather possess combustible
properties on reaching the zero point,
just as water beginsto grow lighter at
30 degrees.

***

Sowre time ago THE Laxp compared
i:self to a jackal in its relation towards
those lions, The Path, Lucifer and The
Theosophist. An anonymouas friend,
(Why are all our brilliant critics anony-
mous?) suggests jackass instead of jac-
kal. Beitso. The humbleanimal has
the Cross marked oa its back, and once
bore a royal burden. And we can only
hope that we may rival the effect pro-
duced upon Balaam o auother occasion.
It is just possible that we way hear and
see angels where others cannot, and if
our bray be not melodious, it might be
accounted for, as Mark Twain sagrests,
by the bad grammar. Dr. Lewis Rob-
inson recently celled attention in the
North American Review to the “mag-
nificent voice” by which the primeval
ass was wont to comwunicate with his
conra les awong the mouat «ins whence
i:e evolved, Hee baw! Brother Nawme-

ess!
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RAYS.

Those who can to any extent assimi-
late the Master, to that extent they are
the representatives of the Master, and
have the help of the Lodge in their work.
—W. Q. Judge.

* *

He who plays truant in one thing will
be faithless in, another. No real genuine
MASTER will accept a child who sacri-
fices anyone except himself to go tothat
Master.-—H. P. B.

* *

The time has come when class can no
longer stand aloof from class, and that
man does his duty Lest who works most
earnestly in bridging over the gulf be-
tween different classes, which it is the
tendency of increased wealth and in-
creased civilization to widen.—Prince
of Wales. . %

Modern respectability is so utterly
without God, faith, heart; it shows so
singular ingenuity in assailing and in-
juring everything that is noble and
good, and so systematic a preference for
what is mean and paltry, that I amu not
surprised at a8 young fellow dashing his
heels into theface of it. —James Anthony
Froude. . o«

England can never have a home in
India until the English are as high in
morals as the natives. English missionis-
ing means too often the infroduction of
flesh eating, beer-drinking, and fortune-
making, at all costs; and so long as this
exists the English will ever be outcasts
and aliens among the chaste and holy
fribes of India.—Col. Wintle

* *

Speak not evil one of another, breth-
ren. He that speaketh evil of his
brother, and judgeth his brother, speak-
eth evil of the Law, and judgeth the
Law: but if thoujudge the Law, thou
art not a doer of the Law, but a judge.
There i3 one law giver who is able to
save and destroy:. who art thon that
judgest another?—Jamesiy, 11-13.

* *

T care not for this worlds treasures;
they cannot bring contentinent. 'Tis
hard to cross the swamps of lwuman pas-
sions; they ave the root of feaur, of sor
row, of despair. I seek to conquer, not
to indulge desires; happy, free from sor-
row, is he who bas cast thera far away.
The treasure I am seeking is that wis.
dom which knoweth no superior.—Gua
tama, the Lord Buddha.

PRALER OF A BENGALI DIEVOTEE.

1. Like a drop of water in the hot
sand desert of the society of children,
friends and women,

I forgot theeand was devoted to them
and now of what use are they to me?

2. Madhava (Lord)! thou art the last
place of my refuge: thou art the savior
of the world, merciful to the iziserable;
I lose all fear when I believe in thee.

8. Half the days since 1oy birth have
been lost in sleep. how many morsin in-
fancy and disease!

Enchanted with the pleasure of the
company of the fair sex I have found no
time to devote myself to thee,

4 How many Brahmas (Creators)
die! But thou hast neither beginning
nor end. ’

Like the waves of an ocean, they come
from theeand they again enter into thoe.

5. Vidyapati says, I have no refuge
but thee when Death calls me at last.

Lord! thon art the origin of every-
thing; thyself without an origin; be
kind to me, Irely on thee to take me
across the sea of physical existence.
—Vidyapati.

TO READERS AND SUBSCRIBERS,

Weissue 5000 copres of ToE Laup,
and intend to distribute thew menthly
in one of several districts into which we
have divided Torounto.

* * ¥

If you get & Lamp this montk it may
be some months before you see one
again, as we will go over all the other
sections before we return to yours.

* ¥ *

If you would like to have THE Laup
delivered to youn every month send
your name and address with 25 cents to
our office and you will be supplied regu-
larly for a year.

* * *

Subscriptions will be reckoned from
the first nowbe: issued after receipt of
subseription. Only a few copies of the
early numbers romain and may be had
at five cents cach.

* W ¥

Subscribers at & distance may remit
in postage stamps for sums less than
one dollar, Bills or postal orders ars
preferred for lavger amounts.

= % ®*

Tap Lawe, 25cents & year.
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“ALL IN ALL OR NOT AT ALL.”
When Othello went to Cyprus Iago

had an opportunity to give verisimili-

tude to a number of apparencies which

in the familiar surroundings of Venice.

would not have been entertained for a
moment. Othello’s big heart, his ‘rank
nature, his very eloquence, served but
to more fully enslave him to suspicion
once aroused. A handkerchief is suffi-
cient to seal the truth of a slander which
he would have spilt his heart's blood at
another time to confute. And the big
honest fellow soliloquises.and slaughters
and suicides. and we of *‘the gods” look
on, and wonder how he can be so sim-.
ple. What worlds we sacrifice for the
certainty of seeming!

*_ %

*

In “The Path” for April, 1890, the
somewhat prophetical utterance follow-
ing appears: “Let us press forward
with new eneray in the work of the
next fourvears, for when the second
fifth is reached an important era for
Theosophists and the world will be at
hand, when the result of again being
weighed in the balance of events will be
more serious than it is now.” The stress
and strain of the crisis, initiated last
year, has not yet passed away, and, in
familiar language, ‘‘the test is upon us”
still. In Section xii of H. P. B.’s “Key
to Theosophy,” which everybody should
study at this juacture, the whole situa-
tion isdealt with very fully. “No mem-
ber, whether prominent or insignificant,
has ever left us withont becoming our
bitter enemy. . . . Having been, in
must cases, intensely devoted to the So-
ciety at first and having lavished upon it
the most exaggerated praises, the only
possible excuse such a backslider can
malke for his subsequent behavior and
past short-sightedness, is TO POSE As AN
INNOCENT AND DECEIVED YICTIM, thus
casting the blame from his own shoul-
ders on to those of the Society in gen-
eral and its leaders especially.” On page
272 there are some valuable hints,

*_

Ix the pamphlet' ‘The Nentrality of the
T, S.,” Mrs. Besant says of her action
in formulating charges against Mr.
Judge. *Itisvery possible I made g mis-
take—for I have made many mistakes in
judgment in my life. And now
I must reduce these charges to their
proper propoxtions, as they have been

enormously exaggerated. . 1 be-
lieved that the messages he gave we in
the well known. script were messagzes
directly precipitated or directly written
by the Master. I know now that
they were not written or precipitated by
the Master, and that they were dong by
M. Judge, but I also believe that the
gist of these messages was psychically
received. The source of messages
can only be divined by direct spiritual
knowledge or intellectually, by the
nature of their contents, and each
person must use his own powers
and act on his own responsibility.
in  accepting or rejecting them.”
1f Mrs. Besant would say apon what
grounds, from d.rect spiritual know-
ledge or intellectually, "she, iun the first
place agcepted these messages, and in
tho second place whether it was from
direct spiritual knowledge or intellectu-
ally, she rejected them, some obscare
points would be elucidated. Many are
unable to decide whether she is cor-
recting direct spiritual impressions with
later ones, or previous inteliectual im-
pressions with subsequent spiritual
{psychic) knowledge, or whether the
whole matter is simply a weighing of
primarily inadequate and of luter inore
complete intellectual testinony.

* ¥
*

The five cardinal points of Theosonhy
are, Universal Brotherhood, Karmns,
Re-Incarnation, Masters, and the Sep-
tenary division. Nothing has been said
by auybody yet to affect these solid
facts, and the issue is merely whether
the people are to be taugiht farther, or
whether the teachers are to be dis-
credited.

***

Just as THE LaMp goes to press Mr,
G. R. S. Mead’s manifesto has come to
hand repudiating Mr. Judge and alt his
works. This affords another gos1 man
an apportunity to subsequently see the
error of his ways.

***

Among prominent English Theoso-
phists who want an explanation fromn
Alr. Judge are Herbert Burrows, Laura
M. Cooper, Miss Muller, Dr. Wynn
Westcott, W. Kingsland, Hon. O Cuffe,
Dr. Carter Blake, M. U. Moore, Oliver
Firth, Thoma: Williams, and Sydney
Old. Of those who cousider an explana.
tion uunecessary Dr. Archibald Keight-
ley, Mra. J. C. Keightley, Dr. HA. W,

o
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Coryn, F. J. Dick, G. W. Russell, W.
A. ‘Bulmer, E. T. Hargrove, Basil
Crump, T. Green, H. T. Edge, and Alice
Cleather are well-known. Others await
the acrobatic feline.

THE “ROW?” IN THE T. 8.

| J—

The present “row” in the T. S. will
prove invaluable as a means of winnow-
ing out the substantial from the evanes
cent element in that body, and has
doubtless been arranged by the Master
for that very purpose. The evil forces,
which sought to destroy the T. S., have
been chosen as the means of purifica-
tion; for Satan. though ke thinks him-
self the enemy of God, is in reality only
God’s scavenger, Great must be his
chagrin when walking abroad on the
earth to seek whom he may devour, he
is sent back to the lower regions with a
bundle of refuse to burn. We have
preached toa materialistic world spirit
ual law, and set intuition above mater-
jalistic ‘‘common gense”; now we shail
see whether we have imbibed enough
of our own teaching to guide
our conduct in this crisis. Many
of the bhold assertors of the spirit-
aal soul in man will deny their Lord
thrice, and hail their teachers before the
tribunal of that saine dull, deubting in-
telleet they have =o long decried before
the world. O, my Masters, who have
taught mo to despi-¢ my lower mind, I
cannot believe in thy servant, because
my Jower mind says he is a cheat! Ye
send me 2 teacher to teach me how to
craush my lower nature, but I cannotac-
cept him because my lower nature ob-
jects.”

There are some who suspend their
judgment and declare that they have no
means of knowing whether Mr. Judge
js innocent or guilty. In plain words,
they are not able to Jdiscern who is their
teocher and who is not.  Such a pliche,
while cxcusable in o man of (he multy-
tude, is not creditable to o stadent of
occullism, I have not the least doulbt
that the chief ol ject of this probation is
{0 sort out those members who can tell
tbeir teachers from thuse who cannot.

O, thou mighty Lower Manas, great
is thy day, for many shall leave the T. &
at thy command! AMany have asked to
be tested, and now their pray €r is grant-
ed. Tho Sphinx lasx propounded her
riddle, but they want to have the answer
tol:l them.—H.T E. in the Irish Theoso
phist.

PERSONAL NOTES,

*Blavatsky T. S. has a new hall at 419
Tenth street, "Washington, D.C.

*Mr. W. Q. Judge visited Chicago,
Fort Wayne and Cincinnati in January.

*Annie Besant and Bertram Xeightley
have closed the H.P.B. Printing Press,
at London.

_*Dr Jercme A. Anderson has pub-
lished a volume of verses, ““Driftings in
Dreamland.”

*Claude Falls Wright is still en route
for Denver. He has visited Kansas City
and Omaha,

*A life-size photograph of the General
Secretary has been placed at Headquar-
ters by a xnumber of the American
Branches,

*Theosophists should read Rudyard
Kipling's “‘Finest Story in the World”
and “One View of the Question” in his
volume *Many Inventions.”

*Mrs. Mercie M. Thirds has conclud-
ed her very useful visit to Honolula,
The work in the Hawaiian Islands is
increasing.

*Madame Blavatsky is th. subject of
two new books, Walter Leaf's “A
Modern Priestess of Isis,” and Arthur
Lillie’s “Mdme. 3Blavatsky and Her
“Theosophy’” Both are hostile in their
attitude.

*Aliss Louisa A. Off, one of the most
active of Californian Theosophists and
editor of “The New Culifornian,” died
6th January, and was cremated on the
following day.

*New Zeaiand orthodoxy was much
stirred up by the incident of Mrs. Bes-
ant having hreakfast with the Bishop of
Anckland.  “A stumbling-block and a
scandaal” one Christian considered it.

*Dr. Benjamin Ward Richardson,
F.R.S., at the Grindelwald Conference,
endeavored on materialistic grounds to
account fox what he styles the *‘curious
phenomena of sv-called pre existence.”
It is quite an advance to adinit the
*curious phenomena.”

*:The Dawn of Reformation.” & poem
on Theosophical hnes by Mr. W, T,
James appeared in “Fronk Leslied
Weekly™” for 17th Jan. and o»as been re-
publizhed Ly “‘Saturday Nigat” in a re-
vised and enlarged form under the title
“The Dawn of a N-~w Era.”

SR L et oo ez B fe o A o
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EARTH'S FOUL. POLES,

In the year 1811 the Royal Danish
Acadenmy offered a prize for the settle-
ment of the question of the variation of
the magnetic needle, and M. Hanstein
nndertook are-examination of thewhole
subject. The resunlts confirm, accord-
ing to Hanstein, the existence of four
poles as taught by Halley. These four
poles are of unequal force, and are con-
tinually shifting their places; they have
& regular obligue circular motion about
the poles of the earth—the two north
poies from west to eust, the scuth poles
from vast to west, and in the following
periods;—The strongest north pole in
1740 years, the weaker in 860 years; the
strongest south pole in 4,609 years, the
weaker onein 1.304 years. Sir W. Snow
Harris, .R.S.. in his wwork on magnet-
ism mwakes the following remark: “By
& curivus coincidence these periods in-
volve a number, 432, sacred to the In-
dians, Babylonians, Greeks, Egyptians
as being dependent on great combina
tions of natural events, thusthe periods
860, 1304, 1740, 4609 become by a slight
meodification 864, 1296, 1728, 4320, which
are not inadmissible considering the
complicated nature of the observations
from which the first numbers are de-
rived. These numbers are each equal
to 432 multiplied by 2, 3, 4 and 10 suc-
cessively. According to the Brahmin
mythology the world is divided into
four periods, the first being 432,000 years,
the second 2x432,000, the third 4x432,-
000, the fourth 10x432,000 years. It is
also, according to Hanstein, not un-
worthy of remark that the sun’s mean
distancefrom the earth is 432 half radii
of the sun; the moon’s mean distance
432 half radii of the moon; but what is
more especially striking is the circum-
stance that the number 23,920,432x60 is
the smallest number divisible at once
by all the four periods and hence the
shortest time in which the four poles
canaccomplish a cycle, Now, thistime
coincides exactly with the jeriod in
which the precessions of tae equinoxes
complete their circle, certainly a curi
ous and remarkable series of coinci-
dences.”"—C. H. A.

M. Notovitch, author of “The Un-
known Lafe of Christ™is proceeding to
Thibet to precure the original M.S. from
which he derived his information. He
has replied to Max Mualler's criticism.
and dotbts the existence of the Profes
sor's English lady correspondent at
either Leh or Ladak.

THE TREGSOPHICAL SOCIETY

The Theosophical Society is not &
gecret or political organization. It was
was founded in New York in November,
1875. Its objects are:

1. To form a nucleus of a Universal
Brotherhood of Humanity, without dis-
tinction of race, creced, sex, caste or
color.

2. To promote thestudy of Aryan and
other Eastern literatures, religions and
sciences, and demonstrate the impor-
tance of that study.

3. To investizate unexplained laws or
nature and the psychical powers latent
in man.

The only essential requisite to become
a member of the Society is ““To believe
in Universal Brotherhood as a Principle,
and to endeavor to practice it consis-
tently.”

: No person’s religious opinions are
ask-3 upon his joining, nor is interfer-
ence with them permitted; buteveryone
is required, before adnission, to promise
to show towards his fellow-members
the same tolerance in this respect as he
claims for himself.

Attendance at the following meetings
of the Toronto Theosophical Society,
365 Snadina Avenue, is invited:

*

Suxpay, 9.45 a. m. to 10.45 a. m., Scripture
Class.

SUNDAY. 4 p. m., Pablic Mceting for students
of Theosophy. Address and answering
questions,

SuxpaY. 7 {) m.. Public Meeting, at which
Theosophical Addresses and Readings are
given by members.

Soxbvay, 8 p. m,, Class for the study of “The
>ecret Doctrine.™

Fripay, Sp m. to 10 p. m., Public Mecting for
the informal discussion nf the World's Re-
ligions, Scieucrs and Philosophies. This
Meetingis specially intended for those who
are ubacquainted with Theosophical ideas,
and who seck information.

*

A meeting for the members of the
Society is held Wednesday evenings.
Persons desiring to join the Society
should apply to one of the officers or
members. The entrance fee is $1.38.
Annual subscription, $1.00.

Books way be had from the Society's
Library on application to the Librarian.

The programme for the ensning month
will be found on another page.

The down town office of the Society
will be found in the Medical Council
Building, 157 Bay street, and is usually
open between the hours of 10 and §
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A UNIVERSAL RELIGI1ON,

There are only eight great lnstorical
religions which can claim that name on
the strength of their possessing sacred
books. All these religions came from
the East; three from an Aryan, three
from a Semitic source, Tand two from
China, ‘lhe three Aryan religions are
the Vedic, with its modern off shoots in
India, the Avestic of Zoroaster in Per
sia, and the religion of Buddha, like-
wise the offspring of Brahmanism in
India. The three great religions of
Semitic origin are the Jewish, the
Christiun and the Mohammedan. There
are besides the two Chinese religions,
that of Confucius and that of Lao-Tze,
and that is all, unless we assign a separ
ate place to such creeds as Juainism, a
near relative of Buddhism, which was
ably represented at Chicago, or there-
ligion of the Sikhs, which is after all
‘but a compromise between Brahmanism
and Mohammedanism. The Chicagodele-
gates have declared that “'in every nation
he that feaveth God and worketh right-
eousness is acceptable unto Him.” They
bave seen with their own eyes that God
is not far from each one of those who
seek God, if haply they may feel after
Him. Let theologians pile up volume
apon volume of what they call theology;
religionis & very siinple matter, and
that which is so simple and yet so all-
mmportant to us, the living Kernel of
religion, can be found, I believe, in al.
most every creed, however much the
husk way vary. And think what that
means! It mcans that above and bLe-
neath and behind all religions there is
one eternal, o.'e wuniversal religion, a
religion to which every man, whether
black or white or yellow or red, belongs
or may belong.

I believe it would have been possible,
even at Chicago, to draw up a small
number of articles of faith, not, of
course, thirty nine, to which all who
were present could have honestly sub-
scribed. And think what that would
have meant! It rests with us to carry
forth the torch that nas been lighted in
Aanerica, and not to allow it to be ex-
tinguished again, till a beacon has been
raised lighting up the whole world and
drawing towards it the eyes and hearts
of all the sons of men in brotherly love,
and in reverence for that God who has
heen worshiped since the world began,
albeit in different langaages and under
different names, but never before in

harmony and love, as at the great Reli-
gious Council at Chicago.~ Max Muller,
in December Arana.

THE MONTH TO COME,

Wednesdav, Feb. 20, 8 p.m., “Letters
That Have Helped Me,” pp. 23 27

Friday, Feb. 22, 8 p.n.. “Why Theos
ophy is True.”

Sunday, Feb. 24, 9.45 s.m., Ephesiang

iv.

Sunday, Feb. 24, 4 p.m.. “God’s Ga.
mutb.”

Sunday, Feb. 24, 7 p.m., “Privacy.”
Mr. James.

Sunday, Feb. 24, 8 p.m., “Life, Force
or Gravity.”

Wednesday, IFeb. 27, 8 p.m., Annua’
Business Mesting. <Letters,” pp.

7 to 34.

Friday, March 1, 8 p.m., “Spirituality.”
Mr. Titus,

Sunday, March 8, 9.45 a.m., Ephesians

v.
Sunday, March 3, 4 p.m., *The Sacred

Square.”

Sunday, March3, 7 p.m., “Who Are
the Gods?’ Mr. Port.

Sunday, March 3, 8 p.m., “The Solar
Theory.”

Wednesday, March 6, Sp.z  *Leitexs,’

P. ox-00. .
Friday, March 8, 8 p.m.. ‘“What is a
Mahatma?”

Sund'(_zy, March 10, 9.45 a.m., Ephesians

vi.

Sunday, March 10, 4 p.m., “The Suacred
Triangle.”

Sunday, March 10. 7p.m., *“‘How to Get
Out of Hell.” Mr. Smythe.

Sunday, March 10, 8 p.m., “The Com-
ing Force.”

‘Wednesday, March 13, Sp.m., *Letters,”
D. 55-46.

Friday, March 15, 8§ p.m., ‘‘Alchemy in
the XIX Century.” .
Sunday, March 17, 9.45 a.m., “Phile
mon.”

Sunday, March 17, 4 p.m., “What the
Brain Does.”

Sunday, March 17, 7 p.m., “Ireland Be
fore the Flood.” Mr. Titus.
Sanday, March 17, 8 p.m., *‘The Ele
ments and Atoms.”

These meetings are held in the Socie-
ty’s Hall, 365 Spadina avenue, and the
public are cordially invited to attend on
Fridays and Sundays. The Sunday
meetinge are in charge of Mr. Port in
the morning, Mr. Smythe in the after-

such unison, in such world-embracing

noon, and Mr. Titus at 8 o'clock.

4 A Y . Wit
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NOTES ON THE MAGAZINES.

“Mercury’s” seventh number is ap-
propriately good. *The Energetic Ego”
and “What the Symbols Say” are fit
and proper items for that Theosophical
child’s reading book we hope to see some
dey. We who were brought up on
Kingsley’s *'Madam How and Lady
Why,” and such sterling stuff find here
the missing links of law and life whose
absence then subdued enthusiasm and
gave Art a chance to rob Nature

“The Path” continues H.P.B.’s Let-
ters. It appearsthe English Freemasons
bestowed a diploma and decoration up
on herin 1877. ‘*‘Testimony as to Ma-
hatmas” might be fuller if the injunc
tion “See thou tell no man” were not so
pinding. *‘Conversations on Occultisin”
deseribes Black Magicians and their
methods. Mz, Wright points the moral
“Do not desire to tell people how much
you know or how wise you are, but
rather instruct them so that they also
may acquire the knowledge and the
wisdom for themselves,” Mr. Fuller-
ton breaks a butterfly in “Projected
Hari-Kari,” the last paragraph of which
is almost sardonic.

“Scribner’s Magazine” recently had a
tale illustrating the alleged existence of
a metal named Osiris—why not orichal
cum?—whose value depended on iis
opacity to the force of gravity, all ob-
jects losing their weight on having a
sheet of the metal interposed between
them and the earth. In this way the
Pyramids and other great-stoned struct-
ures were easily erected, says the
romancer. DBut what if it be true?
February Scribner has an interesting
article on “Giants and Giantism” in
which overgrowth is descri®ed as a dis-
ease—acromegaly—due to a degenera-
tion of the pituitary body, a gland
which Dr. Dana believes to be ‘“‘an
organ which separates from the blood
some substance that has an important
ause in the economy.”

*The JIrish Theosophist” has Jasper
Niemand's third *Letter.” *Heed now
the danger of this spiritusl current to
those amongst you whose thought.
forms, whether of creedor plan. or what
not else, are fixed. Reactiva
awakens the pictures of erroneous im-
ages to fresh life, and casts their vivid
images anew upon the brain: bewilder
ment results.” Mr. Judge is positive
about H. P. B's teaching on the clusing
of the cycle in 1897, The door to the

Lodge will shut—religious effort vill go
on as usual—*but at the striking of the
hour the door will shut, and not all
your p' adings and cryings will open it
to you.”

“The Vahan” for Jaruary is a joust-
ing tournament. “‘Lucifer” also blows
the herald’s trumpet. Dr. Hartmanu
cousiders the disturbance an immense
joke—which it is, only the Englisnh are
weak of perception. Mr. Green sweeps
the arena with H, P. B.’s letters to the
Atmerican conventions of 1888 and 1889.
Dr. Coryn's fine article on '*The Heaven-
world,” and Basil Crump’s equally ex
cellent one on ** Theosophy and Criwme”
are concluded. James Nissim ha- a
most_interesting paper on “The Will
and Reincarnation,” dealing with the
question of whether we must go to
heaven or not.

. *‘Book Notes” announces the publica-
tion of “The Mahatma; a story of Mod-
ern Theosophy.” at 6s, and **The Dream
of Ravan” at 2s.

“The Theosophic Gleaner” (Bombay)
begins an article on *“How to Begin the
Study of Theosophy,” and says: “Pol-
itically the vaiue of Theosophy is in the
scientific and true basis it furnishes for
the good government of countries and
nations, without resorting to forcible
and violent means as we now-a-days find
to be the case in the west.”

“The Journal of the Maha Bodhi
Society” supplies just that information
regarding Buddhisin which we heartily
covet respecting the other great reli-
gions. *““What is Buddhism?” in the
December nwmber, the translations of
Buddhist scriptures, etc.,and the sketch
of “Ruddhism in Ceylon” and criticism
of Sir Monier Williams’ misleading lec-
tures on Hinduism1 and Buddhism are
exceedingly instructive, and we hope to
reprint the summary of *“Buddha's
Teachings” next month from the Janu-
ary number.
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