
THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND FELLOW* 
SHIP WITH CHRIST.

(Sequel to “ Alliances and Confederations'1)

When we examine the word of God as to the 
nature and character of true Christian knowledge 
and of our fellowship with Christ, one is astonished 
to see upon what it is based, and by what means it is 
to be held and maintained. Even this feeling is 
deepened as we inquire further, what must be its 
wonderful subjects, and when, or how, to be ac
complished and realized by us, in the light where 
God dwells. Nor must we forget the fact that this 
knowledge and fellowship come in upon the proved 
insufficiency of that mode of intercourse, which 
nevertheless shone out brightly in one and another 
with whom God walked upon the earth, before the 
flood and since, and to whom He gave testimony 
that they pleased Him,

Whatever the grace and the goodness were on 
God’s part, in such intimacies with the patriarchs, 
or afterwards with the prophets and kings and the 
nation of Israel, still, the ruin and the groaning of 
creation were so identified with sin and death 
man’s side as to offer no fit materials for real fel
lowship with God, either in the righteousness of 
His ways, or, much less, in the holiness of His own 
nature.

Besides all this, there lay things in the mind of 
God which creation and the creature could 
bring to light, so that another ground for lasting 
and true communion with Himself was wanted for 
their display. This has been formed, in the wis
dom of God, bv sending forth His beloved Son into 
the world, and by an accomplished redemption 
through the cross of Christ (available tor everyone, 
but only really known and enjoyed by those who
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take their true place before God as lost sinners and 
believe the record He has given of His Son), which 
has met all such existing deficiencies and antago
nisms, and removed them. And not only so, but 
that same work, in death and resurrection, has 
brought believers to the Father as *• new crea
tures,” in present and everlasting favour, through 
the Son of His love. The foundation of Christian 
fellowship is thus based upon our redemption to 
God by the blood of Christ, and is formed by the 
accension ot our Lord Jesus to the right hand of 
God, in His declared worthiness to become the 
Centre and Depository of all the purposes of God, 
and worthy ot all honour and glory, as having now 
carried them out and made them true in Himself. 
The Second Man in heaven, exalted above all prin
cipalities and powers, and Head overall things to 
the church, must needs have been established 
there for Himself, according to the counsels of God, 
and in His own righteous title, before a fellowship 
with the Father and the Son could be revealed, or 

l e called into the participation of it by grace.
Christian fellowship, whether in its objects or 

subjects, lies, therefore, outside this old creation, 
though announced and designed for those who 
yet amongst its ruins

we

are
It exists in the glorified 

Son of man, in the place where He now sits as 
Head and “ Beginning of the creation of God.” 
Another revelation of and from God was thus re
quired to make Him known in the Son, and has 
been since introduced by the Holy Ghost, accord
ing to the promise of the Father, come down as the 
Glorifier of Christ, the Centre of God’s counsels, 
and, moreover, as the Witness to us that we are 
united to Him, who has there become our life in 
glory. Born of God, created anew in Christ, 
quickened, raised, and seated together in Him in 
the heavenly places, are some of the necessary
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"ee<*ful on our part for this fellowship

S St.VrJSS£
come down to dwell in us, the Witness th»t we 
hev-e not only this life in Christ, but are brought 
into the relationship of children with the Father •
‘5n;^aUfSuyecare-SOnS‘ God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of His Son mto y°Ur hearts, crying, Abba "
(Gal. iv.). This is very blessed for usf because 
realized in the consciousness of life—divine life- 
known and understood in this relationship with 
God, and vital in our hearts, as enjoyed in the 
Father s delight in us. We are one in this with 
His beloved Son, and the Holy Ghost produces in 
us the new-born feelings and affections which re
spond to love like His.
God in us."

earlier account of the communications of 
this life, we may recall how Jesus said to Nico- 
demus, respecting fellowship in the earthly things
it Xe ™.ust be born again," to see or enter into 

the kingdom of God.’* Beyond this, and when 
the time was come—not merely for the heavenly 
things to be told out, but for the hidden mystery 
Of Christ and the church, and the secret purposes 
of God to be brought to light, and made known to 
us in the ascended Son of Man—how could such 
communion be maintained on our part except 
under the anointing of the Holy Ghost ? God 
fnight, and did, in times 
known to Moses, and His 
of Israel, for these

“ We dwell in God, and

past make His ways
acts unto the children 

_ . . were earthly, and therefore
mainly governmental, or dispensational, in their 
accomplishments. But something worthy of the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ remained “ 
in God, till the Son of the bosom 
His marvellous ministries 
first in His

hidden 
came forth in 

to make it manifest, 
own person, and then to lay the foun-
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dations of these counsels in present grace for us by ‘. 
His cross. Jt is the coming glory that must fully 
tell out the secret and display the manner of the 
Father's love tous, bv our being caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air, to see Him, to be like Him, and 
to be with Him where He is. Moreover, this 
eternal life, which was with the Father, was mani
fested to us, and has been seen, and heard, and 
handled, when “the Word was made flesh, and 
tabernacled among us.” This is the life which has 
been imparted to us, that we might be competent 
to understand the things which are freely given to 
us of God. We have also the “ mind of Christ.” 
Our body, too, is the *• temple of the Holy Ghost,”. 
which we have of God, and by this Spirit we are 
anointed for present fellowship with ihe Father 
in unclouded peace, and sealed unto the day of re
demption. How true it is, not only to faith, but 
in our knowledge of ourselves, that •• if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creation, old things are 
passed away, behold all things are become net» ; 
and all things are of God, who hath reconciled US 
to himself by Jesus Christ."

Thus this eternal life is in the Son, and those 
who are united to Him, *' who is our life," are all 
one in this communion of life, and are spiritually 
made one, as having the mind of Christ and the 
unction of the Spirit. The Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost constitute this divine fellowship, in 
their own Person and Godhead, but in a well 
known relation to us in love ; and it is in this, by 
grace and redemption and our new creation, we 
are called and comprehended, as brought to God, 
in the Son of His bosom. “ Thou hast given Him 
power over all flesh, that He should give eternal 
life to as many as Thou hast given Him.” This 
object and comprehensive purpose was thus stated 
in John xvii : “This is life eternal, that they
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might know Thee the only true God. and Jesus 
Christ, whom Ihou hast sent." It is into this
rèai! ÜLaMhm,i°-UCed; 'n ,h.e ,it?ht ï ‘hat so 
rea ly. that the Spirit who writes of it, and estab-
lishes us in this communion, declares these as our
realities (summarily by John), and says, “Truly
our fellowship ,s with the Father, and with His
Son Jesus Christ”; and “these things write we
onto you. that your joy may be/zz/Z.” Blessed por.
tion for us, as known in and by the Holy Ghost !

These Scriptures, and such considerations, may 
determine our first inquiry, viz., upon what Chris- 

• communion is based ; and, likewise, with 
Whom and by what means it is held. There vet 
remains the question in what this fellowship 3

f nd CrlK!fall-V'.in what respects does it 
differ from God s testimony t Himself in this
Adam creation, and likewise fro His intercourse ' 
With Abraham as “ the father of many nations "
Of With David, “ the man after God’s own heart," 
and the royal promises of the throne and kingdom 
in Jerusalem ? These inquiries are of the deepest 
Interest, as opening out the ways of God to men 
on the earth and are profitable to us as displaying 

the manifold wisdom of God,” from first to last, 
so much of which remains yet to be accomplished 
m the mies and the seasons which,” as Jesus 
said on His departure, “ the Father hath put m 
His own power." v

The earliest lessons by which God gave forth 
this knowledge,of Himself to His creatures was 
bv the six days work of creation, and the respon- 
sibihty of mankind consisted in glorifying Him as 
God, in the light and consciousness of His provi-
wnh'?LHare H".d,g00d"eSS’ “fi'lmp‘heir hearts 
w.ihtood n gladness.” Indeed, Paul’s epistle

tth» herR! " sL°Pfns.by the tes‘'mony it bears to 
these facts as the basis of such intercourse, viz. r
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that Nl the ’invisible things of God were clearly* » 
seen from the creation of the world, being under*» 
stood by the things that are made, even His 
eternal power and Godhead." But man changed 
the glory of the incorruptible God into the likeness 
of corruptible man and four-footed beasts, so that 
the ground and material for this intimacy were 
alike lost.

Creation had, nevertheless, its wonders, past 
Andin" out, and its deeper mysteries, which were 
hidden in God. The great external world, or " the 
heavens and the earth,' manifested the former'; 
but, the inclosure out of it, as in Gen. ii.,contained 
the latter. In the beginning “God created the 
heavens and the earth .
moved upon the face of the waters," this is Gen. i.; 
but in the midst of this creation “ the Lord God 
planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He 
put the man whom He had formed." “ Great 
things past finding out, and wonders without num
ber," in the heavens above and in the earth be
neath, as Job said, still occupy the faculties of 
men, as material for speculation or for scientific 
research and for theories by which they become 
great. Would that they were convicted in com 
science by this abiding external testimony to “ the 
power and Godhead," as that very knowledge 
from which they have departed, and on account of 
which sin they will be judged. Such have not yet 
even glimpsed, much less walked with Him in the 
other and deeper mysteries of “ the garden," so 
as to find out the kernel that lay inside this great 
outer shell. Creation “has its mines for silver 
and its place for gold, where they fine it ; iron is 
also taken out of the earth, and brass is molten 
out of the stone but Jehovah employed these 
afterwards, when He wrought in gold and silver 
and precious stones, and in purple and scarlet

and the Spirit of God
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and fine twined linen, to give forth to His people 
*tis intentions about heavenly things, and their 
better sacrifices, which, in. due time, opened 
* new and living way into the holiest."

i here lay hidden, however, in the counsels and 
purposes of (iod, a secret undisclosed, a mystery 
ot which the garden that "the Lord God planted’.’ 
Was to be the special depository. Adam was only 
a . figure of Him that was to come," and of whom 
it is written, •• the Lord possessed me in the be
ginning of His way, before His works of old. I 
. set UP from everlasting, from the beginning, 
or ever the earth w'as." This hidden One, and the 
yet undisclosed mystery of Christ and the church, 
the Hride, the Lamb’s wife, were now to be 
brought forward and put into shape and form. It 
Was m the planted garden of Gen. ii , where God - 
wrought with the man, in the midst of creation, 
that He displayed this masterpiece. It was there 

the Lord (iod caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
Adam, and he slept ; and He took one of His ribs, 
and closed up the flesh instead thereof ; and the rib 
Which the Lord God had taken from man made He 
a woman, and brought her unto tlie man.”

Creation may have, and does hold, its secrets 
and wonders under the power and Godhead, but 
the garden contained this "mystery," hidden in 
God Himself from everlasting, and now set up (in 
time) upon the earth. Nor will this be fully taken 
out of mystery till Christ comes a second time and 
the shout bids us rise up to meet Him ; then to be 
manifested eternally in the new heavens and the 
new earth, to which the visible heavens and earth, 
which are now, become in this view merely provis
ional and introductory.

These formations and foundations for the true 
knowledge of God and of Christ’s glory, and this 
mystery of Christ and the church, which will be

I
out
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for the full manifestation of His wisdom and 
.power, from everlasting to everlasting, have been 
thus introduced in 14 the planted garden,41 and em
bodied in a way and manner with which xve are 
familiu', through scenes in our every-day life: 
44 Therefore shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and cleave unto his wife, and they shall 
be one flesh." The comment and application of 
this by the Holy" Ghost, when the time came to 
make this “ one flesh," a matter of revelation and 
testimony by Paul, recurs with freshness and 
power to our souls : 44 This is a great mystery, 
but ( speak concerning Christ and the church." 
It is passing into its completion in ust by the 
quickening power of the Holy Ghost—we, who are* 
members of His body, who are of His flesh and of 
His bones, and have been baptized by one Spirit 
into this unity. That which was from everlasting, 
before ever the world was—that which was set up 
in Eden, when God rested from all the works 
which He had made—has now ceased to be in 
mystery, through this work of the Holy Ghost in 
uniting ws to Christ as Head.

It is in this innermost circle of His own delights 
that we find our place and portion, who are by 
grace and adoption brought into this oneness with 
Christ, the exalted Head over all things to the 
church, which is His body, 41 the fullness of Him 
who filleth all in all." Our fellowship is thus 
established with the Father and the Son by the 
Holy Ghost, and Christian communion is properly 
comprehended in this, and in the mystery of Christ 
and of God and the church. Before the fall, and 
before sin entered into the world or Satan tempted 
Eve,' we are taught by these Paradisaical symbols 
what the grand result is to which God is working 
for His glory. The first in pattern, and the first in 
an unfallen creation, but the last to be made mani-
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fest is the Bride of the Lamb, when the glory of 
God descends out of heaven, and the new Jerusa
lem is seen to come down as a Bride, adorned for 
her husband. Indeed, we may ask, how could 
this world, when sin had entered into it, and death 
passed upon all men because that all had sinned, 
possibly supply even a type of our great mystery, 
and that mystery “ Christ and the church," His 
body and His Bride?

This may serve in outline as a reply to the in- 
quiry, in what Christian fellowship properly 
sists. It exists in that which the Father’s love 
kept hidden in Himself, for the Son of His bosom, 
till “the fulness of the time was come" for Him 
to send “forth His Son, made of a woman," to 
accomplish all that was given Him to do for the 
glory of God in the heavens above and the earth 
teneath, and to make an atonement for sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself, “ Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone ( 
the words of Jesus at that hour) ; but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit." 
deep sleep, for three days and three nights in “the 
belly of the earth," and out of the side of Him 
xvho lay there, that the woman, the Bride, 
formed : “ He loved the church, and gave Himself 
for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word, that He might 
present it to Himself a glorious church, not hav
ing spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing."

Christian fellowship consists with Christ in “all 
things that the Father hath,” as well as in the 
glory which the Father has given the Son ; and 
beyond this, in a personal communion and 
present enjoyment of that love wherewith He is 
loved—a love which is in itself greater and more 
blessed than all that such love can bestow, 
the Father's love to His Son will and must display
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itself for its own delight and Christ’s glory, and to 
magnify likewise His person, as well as to make 
great His names and titles, in this world, where 
He has been disowned, and before angels and prin- 
Cipalities and powers in the heavenly places, who 
waited upon Him in the days of His humiliation. 
It is into all this coming scene of joy and blessing 
that we are introduced as “heirs of Cod, and joint- 
heirs with Christ,” whatever the height and depth 
of the purposed glory may be. We are to be with 
Him, even when, “in the dispensation of the ful- 

of times, He will gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth, even in Him, in whom we 
have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 
that we should be to the praise of His glory.” 
This is the church’s portion, and marks the differ- 

. between Christ and Christian fellowship, fr 
the intercourse by which the knowledge of God, as 
Almighty and Jehovah, was maintained with the 
patriarchs and the people of Israel, under Moses 
and Joshua, or David and Solomon and the prohets.

Another difference is that all their blessings 
were given out in promises, and under covenant 
to a Seed, for the restitution of all things in the 
earthly places. Let it be observed that if, as we 
have seen, “ the garden ” contained more precious 
deposits and mysteries within its sacred inclosure 
than the great

ness

en ce om

creation possessed, even
—------- ——its lord and head, it yet

remained for God in grace to come forth into this 
groaning creation and proclaim Himself as above 
the ruins of sin, and Satan’s power, and the pen
alty of death which even He had inflicted upon the 
sinner. He who alone could make such a path for 
Himself did so, and brought in His reserves in the 
way of promise and covenant to a Seed, because 
original blessing in Adam was forfeited, and be-
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nuse sin had entered in and man was driven oiiC 
I t was in this character, too, that He trod the path 
of “ the burning hush ” with His redeemed people, 
after the world that then was, being overflowed 
with water, perished ; and in all things God has 
been, and is still, so manifesting Himself. By the 
six day.i work of creation the invisible things were 
and are seen, even His eternal power and God
head î and by the seventh-day rest He discovered 
Himself yet further. The garden inclosed the im- 
age of Him that was to come, and the yet undis
closed mystery of His deep sleep, and then the 
woman pointing to the far off marriage of the 
Lamb. “God brought her to the man.11

The blessing was thus first secured for Christ 
and the church by what “the Lord God planted”' 
and made, and brought and united to Adam in 
Paradise, as it lay with Himself, in counsel, before 
the fall. Besides this, the declaration of judgment 
against sin was afterwards made to Satan, ‘the 
liar and murderer from the beginning,” that the 
Seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head. 
It is here we find the fulness of present and eter
nal blessing grouped together for ultimate and 
everlasting glory, and the curse upon the devil 
pronounced, till the bottomless pit opens its mouth 
for him, and finally the lake of fire. What a way 
God has made for the knowledge of Himself in the 
midst of ruins like these !

The reserves of God are only to be summed up 
in the Seed of the woman and the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. The faith of God’s elect finds its relief and 
resource in this promised Seed, the last Adam. 
The path of one and another, as recorded in Heb.

passed out of the great external creation and 
its groanings (in hope) as they saw Christ’s day, 
and were glad. The “ better thing,” which God 
has reserved “for us,” for which they wait, and all

■I
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creation too, connects them with the hidden pur
poses of the garden in measure, and is become 
their safe and sufficient guarantee of unforfeited 
blessing, that they too may gather up their best 
and brightest hopes in the Seed of the woman. 
Promises and covenants and prophecies of varying 
character and extent are scattered all along by 
God on the pathway of the forlorn and destitute. 
Good things to come are assured to faith in the 
midst of increasing evil and corruption, even after 
«t repented God that He had made man upon the 
earth, and He had destroyed it with a flood. Israel 
will be brought into this knowlege of God here
after, through their fellowship with Christ, as the 
Messiah of this once “cast off people;” “For 
they shall all know me,” etc. Blessings and 
promises and covenants abound further, as we fol
low Noah out ot the ark, and are confirmed by “ the 
bow in the cloud ” to him, and to his seed, and to 
every living creature. If we trace the pathway of 
Ood Almighty with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, 
through the book of Genesis, it is hut to see that 
God has given out to them afresh all created bless- 
ing, of “the heaven above, blessings of the deep 
that lieth under, blessings of the breast and of the 
womb, unto the utmost bound of the everlasting 

ills. Nor is the record of God in His ways with 
•His people only by promises of future blessing, 
for the book of Exodus is replete with deliverances 
and victories over oppressors, and from cruel 
bondage and the iron furnace. The “I AM ” came 
down into their midst and gave forth the know
ledge of Himself in the person of Moses and Aaron, 
as the Jehovah of Israel, and went along with 
them “ to find out a resting-place " for Himself and
His people.

If it be wonderful to see God thus giving over 
again the natural blessings of the heavens and the
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illearth, which were originally connected with Adam, 
and putting all under sure promise and covenant 
to the Seed, how much more marvellous is it to 
Him exalted at the right hand of God, and to 
know now this Second man there and xvho He is ! 
The “appointed Heir” has been born of the 
woman, and, as the true Seed of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, has come into the world with an indisput
able title to all covenanted and promised blessing. 
Still more wondrous will it be when, as the Son of 
man and Seed of David, the Word made flesh, He 
shall come “a second time,” to take every promise 
out of promise into fulfilment, and every covenant, 
from first to last, but of covenant into manifested 
blessing. He has yet to do this.

Besides all this was God’s desire that the Israel 
whom He loved should make Him a sanctuary 
and a tabernacle, according to the pattern shown 
to Moses in the mount of God, that He might 
dwell amongst them, and accompany them by the 
pillar of cloud or of fire, by day and night. To 
these were added in the book of Leviticus sacri
ficial types, and a knowledge ot God in external 
relations, by means of “a ritual,” to be observed in 
their daily, monthly and yearly offerings. Only 
one person could be trusted with patterns which 
were to express these thoughts of God, or show the 
manner in which He was to be worshipped as be
came Him who dwelt in the Holy of Holies, and 
yet in grace had to do with a people in their sins. 
Only two persons, and those endowed by the 
Spirit of God “ in all cunning workmanship,” were 
authorized to construct these vessels and put them 
into their splendid forms of glory and beautiful 
significance, and this they did.

Here, again, we may ask, who could He be 
that in due time
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was to take everything in the 
sanctuary and tabernacle out of figure and form,
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and embody them in Himself ? Who could He be' 
and xvhat is His name, but Him who, “ when He 
cometh into the world, saith, sacrifice and offering 
thou^woiddest not, but a body hast thou prepared 
Me. He who “ taketh away the first, that he 
may establish the second,” declares that He has 
taken all out of shadow into substance 
reality, for Himself and for His and divine

,,,. .. own, and lor God.
the outside world, replete with with all its 

promises and covenants, the nation with its taber
nacle and sanctuary, accompanied by the pillar of 
cloud and the pillar of fire, all pointed on to the
coming One who did but cast all these shadows 
before Him.

Add yet to these, other and more gorgeous dis
plays of God’s thoughts given to David and car
ried out by Solomon, for - the temple of Jehovah’s 
rest ’ m Jerusalem, with the royalties of the throne 
and the glory of the coming kingdom, and xve 
shall see who ffe is that required the tabernacle in 
the wilderness and the temple in the Holy Land to 
pre-figure Him, in such sort as that eyes of flesh 
and blood might catch a glimpse of Him, and hu
man thoughts become familiar with Him. With 
what joy did they say, “We have found Him of 
whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write.*' 

Beyond the Pentateuch and the Chronicles of the 
Kings he the long line of the prophets and their 
prophecies, which spread out over the millennial 
earth and the populations of the world. And who 
is to carry prophecy out into all its fulfilments, 
hotn m the heavens above and the earth be
neath, so that not “ a jot or tittle shall fail,” but 
Him who has already gathered types and patterns, 
promises and covenants, around Himself, to illus
trate the glory of His person who required them 
all, in order to form the basis and supply the 
material of an abiding fellowship with God, and to
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demonstrate that “in Him dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily.1*

Before He comes forth from heaven in His own 
glory and the glory of His Father and the glory of 
His holy angels, He has left the bright witness 
behind Him, at the mount of His transfiguration, 
that all natural and national blessings were His by 
birthright as well as by righteous title, as Son of 
Abraham and Son of David. The Holy Ghost 
adds His witness to this, by Peter; “ For we 
have not followed cunningly devised fables, when 
we made known unto you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses 
of His Majesty, for He received from God the 
Father honour and glory, when there came such a 
voice to Him from the Shekinah, ‘ This is my be
loved Son in whom I am well pleased."*

He has, moreover, left an undeniable witness on 
Mount Calvary, the mount of His crucifixion, that 
every sacrificial type has been taken up and ful
filled in His sufferings and death, and confirmed 
by His resurrection. It was on Mount Calvary 
He cried out of the darkness, “ Eli, Eli, lama 
Sabacthani." He who was greater than all that 
represented Him, and who said, “ Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up," hung 
upon the cross and gave up the ghost. All was 
done that was given Him to do, up to the glory of 
God in the Holiest ; and, “ behold the veil of the 
temple was rent in twain, from the top to the bottom, 
and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent,'* as 
the only but all sufficient answer on the part of 
God the Father, and of creation to its Deliverer, 
that a new and living way was opened into the 
sanctuary by the blood of Jesus. All that He un
dertook has been carried out to perfection below, 
and confirmed for unfailing blessing by His ascen
sion “ to the right hand of the majesty on high.*'
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God is left free, in His own unsullied holiness ‘ 

to act for His own glory ; all hindrances have been 
taken out of the way, and nothing before Him to 
judge, except the enemies of Christ and the wicked, 
who refuse the outlet of the cross as the open 
door into fellowship with God the Father in present 
and eternal blessing.

h belongs to God, how, to make manifest the 
further knowledge of Himself in the heavens above 
and the earth beneath by a visible Christ, when 
He brings in the new character and measure of 
glory which is due to the Last Adam, as a reward 
of the travail of His soul. What a consideration 
is this for the Father's love, and with what delight 
will He open out the glories of the Son in the age» 
to come ! No longer hindered by the unworthi- 
ness and incapacity of the creature, but having 
the worthiness of Him for His only rule who said, 

Glorify thy Son that thy Son also may glorify 
thee,” what must the blessing and the blessedness 
be, when the Lamb once slain is the governing 
Object for the display of the Father's love, as well 
as of His wisdom and power ; and we, by grace, 
partakers in His joy, one with Christ, and intro» 
duced by Him into this fellowship.

The difference between the Old Testament and 
the New, or between the nation and the church, or 
between Judaism and Christianity is that in the 
former God could only give out His intentions of 
blessing till the incarnation of Christ took these 
all into possession in His person, and made them 
yea and amen in Himself and to the joint-heirs by 
His death and resurrection. Christianity is Christ 
known in fulfilment, the Holy Ghost in 
testimony and witness, and God glorified in 
plishment.

Another difference in the ways of God is this, 
that originally He made a responsible man in crea-

present
accom-
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tion the starting point and a typical centre of His 
actings, whereas the Son of man, the last Adam in 
glory above, the beginning of the New Creation of 
God, is now become the glorified Head, the eter- 
rial Centre and Source of unfailing bliss and joy 
In the new order of the Apocalypse, the holy Jeru 
Salem is seen descending out of heaven from God 
having the glory ol God ; whereas in the old order 
of Genesis, everything was committed to Adam in 
responsibility, and was to issue from man to God 
and failed w hen tested on that ascending scale. ' 

Hut to return from these considerations of earth
ly blessing for “the future earthly people” in 
earthly places, to our own proper Christian fellow
ship with Christ, where He now is in the heavenlies 

They and we are alike in this, that we wait for 
the respective manifestation of blessing and glory 
to each, in full result because Christ has “sat 
down on the Father’s throne. The hour of these 
manifestations of accomplished purpose belongs to 
God, and waits upon His will to open out who has 
the times and seasons in His own hand. He will 
gather out the church first, and complete the body 
of Christ, as the Bride, the Lamb's wife, and 
late her into the heavens, w-here we take our 
places as sons likewise in the Father's house. The 
intentions of God, which were given out in mys
tery from the garden which the Lord God planted 
in hden, are the secret things w'hich we carry 
along with us, over and above all the external 
ways of God to Moses, and His dispensational 
acts to the children of Israel, and even His present 
government of the world and the Gentiles, without 
hesitation or reserve. We have another calling 
and destiny, beyond the great outside world or the 
elect nation taken out from the nations in its 
midst ; we are not of the world, 
was not of the world.
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: It is important to see that nothing in the way of. 
mystery, or promise, or covenant, remains unfuU 
filled in the person of Christ, through His work 
upon the cross, in our redemption and His own 
resurrection, for the glory of God the Father. 
Moreover, the Holy Ghost has come down to 
dwell with us, as the witness and seal of this great 
fact. The Son of man has been in the heavens for 
the last eighteen hundred years in no less a char
acter than the Glorifier of the Father, and as “ the 
Forerunner ” of His people, there to appear in the 
presence of God for us. His new and present 
work of priestly intercession for us is near its end. 
How close all must be now upon fulfilment, and 
on His coming forth as the Melchisedec, “ King of 
righteousness, King of peace,” to bless His willing 
nation, and the twelve tribes of Israel in Emanuel’s 
land, after the manifestation of God’s power has 
taken up the church to be with Christ, and in 
glorifying us with His Son.
. What was once hidden in God from before the 
foundation of the world, has been set up m the 
garden in figure, taken out of figure by the appear- 

• ing of Jesus Christ the Son and Heir, and made 
5'ea and amen in Himself, and for the Church by 
His death and resurrection. His entrance into 
heaven itself, where He sits on the right hand of 
God, is witnessed unto us by the Holy Ghost sent 
down from above as the Glorifier of Christ Jesus,
4‘ the Lord of lords, and the King of kings.” What 
remains, but that the last great action of God 
should draw aside the heavens which conceal the 
hidden One, as He aforetime rent the veil which 
concealed Himself, and bring out into manifesta
tion and result by His coming and glorious ap
pearing the world’s deliverance, and the universal 
blessing for which the whole creation is yet 
waiting ?

oo
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The Christ of God is Himself sitting on the 

Father’s throne ; the church on earth is waiting 
for the Lord’s descent and the shout ; the de* 
parted ones who are with Christ are waiting ; cre
ation is waiting in hope for the manifestation of 
the sons of God ; Israel is wailing to be gathered 
from the four corners of the earth at the second 
coming of the Messiah, Jesus-Jehovah ; the Gen
tiles wait for the appearing of the Root of Jesse, 
for Him that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, 
for Him in whom the Gentil ;s shall trust. It be
longs to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to begin this nexv history of “ manifesta
tion of all in glory,” by the “ rising up” of Christ in 
heaven, where He now sits on the right hand of 
the throne of God. The expectation of the re
deemed waits upon the Lord to come forth, and 
put into manifestation in the heavens, and upon 
the earth, the hidden counsels of the Father and 
the Son, as to the body and Bride of the Lamb, 
which were from everlasting, and to substantiate 
the promises, with their covenants to the fathers, 
of permanent peace and blessing on this earth.

The moral power of such revelations as these, 
and especially when connected in the soul with the 
revolutions and judgments of God, which make 
room for their establishment in the heavens and 
upon the earth, is formative of the life and char
acter and walk of the « man in Christ ” now.

He has new
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ideas and other objects, which at

tach him to another order of things, of which the 
glorified “ Son of man ” is the Head and Centre. 
He has other principles of action, which are sup
plied from “ this knowledge of God," and find 
their strength and joy in “ this fellowship with 
Christ ; ’ and, practically, he is separated from 
this present evil world—his “citizenship is in 
heaven.”

;
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Such union on the one hand, and separation on 
the other, is but the proper fruit of Christianity 
by the indwelling Spirit, and marks those who 
walk with God. One and another of our apostles 
have written to us of these things, and lead the 
way, under their varied ministries. Peter would 
have us 44 pass the time of our sojourning here as 
obedient children, calling upon the Father.” and 
exhorts us further, on the behaviour suited to us, 

wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such 
things, be diligent that ye may be found of Him 
in peace, without spot and blameless."

Paul, according to his anointing, carries us into 
“the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God Î How unsearchable are His 
judgments, and His ways past finding out ! For 
who hath known the mind of the Lord ? or who 
hath been His counsellor ? or who hath first given 
to Him, and it shall be recompensed unto him 
again ? For of Him, and through Him, and for 
Him, are all things : to whom be glory for 
Amen."

!

ever.

And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne, and the living 
creatures and the elders, and the number of them 
was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thous
ands of thousands : saying with a loud voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive pow
er, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing. And every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and such as are in the sea, heard 
I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever, 
four living creatures said, Amen.

And the 
And the four 

and twenty elders fell down and worshipped.’ 
(Rev. v. 11-14.)


