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- THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST.

—

The example of Christ isrepeatedly set be-
fore us in the New Testament. This is de-
nied by noc one, whether believer or unbe-
liever. And yet there is a difficuity which
presses alike upon the humble disciple, and
the seornful caviller. How, sighs the former,
con ], weak and frail as I am, hope to_te~
semble that matchless excellence? How,
asks the latter, is Christ an example to.men,
if by his natural powers, or by his miraculous
endowments, or. by both, he was placed in:a
sphere of consciousness far above theirs,—
made in effect, if not absolutely, to belong to
another.order of beings ?

. This difficulty, which is felt by persons of
opposite tempers, deserves consideration. 1
believe it may be satisfactorily removed.
Let :it be presented in the strongest terms
which it will bear ;—admit that our Lord was
alike by natural powers and by miraculous
endowments placed above the sphere of
human conseionsness. It does not follow,
that he is above the reach of our imitation ; as
may be shown, by considering the nature of
example.

. - Example serves a double purpose.. Its ob-
ject.and .effect may be _either instruction or
encouragement ; or both may be, as they
usually are, united. An example of instrue~
tion shows us a standard to which we should
a8 mearly as possible conform ourselves,
though our capacities or circumstances may
‘always cause a perceptible, and even = vast,
difference between ouraims and the result of
our. efforts; " “Thé ' standafd may be ‘un-
changeable and perfect;-we are frail and im-
perfect; still we.may: look {o.our example;
as”thie ‘child” fram’observation of ils ' parent
§ how to wilk or speak and is induced by
a’coliscionsnéss of the “power - of, imitation to
exeért itself, though the. thought may never

arise i) its 'mind, that its parent’s freedom of
motion,or spéech is -an indication of its own
ultimate ability. ' The example of encourage-
ment, on the other hand, awakeus the spirit of
émnlation.” ‘It not only shows what mast be
adopted“as’ a standard, but its very existence
is' & proof and hing-tbat resemblance is practi-
¢able. ~ The child .who enters a school, where
he; finds otheis like bimself, conguering: the
difficilties’ of learning, is taught that he can
achieve the same triumph.. The sentiment
of hopé as well as the principle of daty is ad~
drégsed, and motive is added to instrnction. .-

* Usudlly ‘example partakes of both these
characters.. We perceive what we must try-
to'do, and 'we.ure reminded what we can do.
We' liave’a model to imitate, and we havea
model Which'was wrought and polished amidst

. circumstances’ and. influences like' our own.!
Suchi is the example of good men, of our vir-{.

n‘;qpﬁx_s‘fﬁéi’lﬂds}, ~of "those. who have enjoyed no
supernatutal or 'special. aids., But there are
other exarmples, .which we regard as embra-.
i dse’principles of perfection with which
pe”fo gain”bnt a distant. sympathy.
appedr to us rather as personifications of
:t éxcallence, than, as the names of real
! es; . ‘The fruits of  the inspiration of
geéniug or the most admirable works of art may,
be' ¢ointéemplated as models, withoutany hope
of 'rivalliig ‘theif. perfection. . In the moral
rld . the acter of God is an example of
nd, . ‘The” infinity: of his nature places
beyond a'thought of any, but the most dis-.
and faint resemblance, and we derive no
iiragemeilt to be good from.the pattern-of

i

oodness. . The commands;:to be holy, to

direet us to_ him, -only that we may
ying hig'character, form and rectify our
.of holiness and ‘perfection... His is an
ample‘of infinite instruction, butiof.not the
ledstienconragement. - ., . :
Now i this Divine, Bei

Jivine Being may, be taken.as
tany embarrassment from

he. original endow:
or.was elovated by a
inspiration to a hejight, of.advan-~
o1 earthly, eyils; which,we can, néver
.oceupy j-is, his characler. less instructive?
Are" his  virtugs less resplendent,? . Suppose

ts of his nature;
4 2d

Jtheir only manifestation had been in heaven,

féct as our Fathet in heaven'is holy and |:

and we had been permitted to look into the
spiritual world' and observe their appearance
amidst the scenes of a celestial life ; would
they not still have been models of the several
graces which in the believet’s soul might be
fashioned after them ?

I do not say that the example of Christ was
not one of encouragement; but that if this
quality be denied to it, it retains its character
of instruction.

The distinction should be regarded, not only
as it removes a difficulty, but as it sugazests
the use which we should make of our Lord’s
example. He has gone before us, aud we
should follow his steps No matter at what:
distance, if we butkeep the path and presson
as diligently as our powers will permit. ere
1s a standard by which we may rectify our er-
rars. ~ There are motives enough along the
Christian course and shining forth from its
close, to animate our purpose of obedience.
Experience and hope will encourage us. Let
the "disciple look to Jesus, the. author and
finisher of his faith, and learn what goodness
is, what faith and patience and disinterested
love and devout fidelity ate.  And though he
may never say to himsell,—becanse my
Mastet bore his eross, T can bear- mine; yet
he will say,—as my Master walked, I must
and will try to walk;, for this is the right way.

The question however may arise in some

minds—what then was the need of the'ex-
ample of Christ?_ If it only fulfil the same
office as the character of God, to teach us
what should be our standard and model, with-
out stimulating our eviergies to bring ourselves
to the same torm and measure of excelleiice;
was it hot unnecéssary and even-superfluons ?
Noj" for two impoitant advantages result from
such a’ manifestation ‘of éxample: as Jesus
gave. First, it wus seen amidst the circum-~
stances of human society,  The spirit of
Divine excellence, like *the word? of
Divine power and truth, “because flesh and
dwelt among men,” and they * saw its glory>
as they could never bave seen it, even if the
heavens had been opened and they had looked
into the homes of the celestial spiri‘s. How-
ever just might have been our conceptions of
‘the Divine character,’ it would still have been
difficult for us toimagine how such character
would appear under the trials and changes of
‘mortal " life. : We 'might have excused our-
selves from imitating it by the plea, thatas it
‘did not belong to earth; it could not be copied
on earth. . Jesus has shown how- it could
adapt itself 1o the circumstauces of {riil
humanity, and breathe :the air of mortal-cor-
ruption without imbibing the slightest taint.
He has anticipated and destroyed the excuse’
of the indolent, while he has enlightened the
honest inquirer- after goodness,
Far, the other advantage which should be
noticed in such 2 manifestationof divine ex-
cellence is, that it is this manifestation, which
has given us a knowledge of God. We are
indebted to Jesus for our ideas of the charac-
ter which resides in the Infinite Mind. Ifa
yoice from-the skies haid “proclaimed the
words, ¢ Be ye perfect as your Futher in
heaven is perfeet,” would they have beeu
understood? The life of Christ was wanted
to, explain them.. Men must look on the
image before they can form a just conception
of the Original.: Here then the example of
Christ obtains a new vaiue; since it is not
only a model; but.a copy. It teaches us
‘what we should strive to be, by teaching us'
what God isj and. thus doubly executes'its
office-of instruction, -

While therefore .1 do not exelude the idea
of encouragement from the example of Christ,
I'believe T have shown thut if any one think
this idea is incompatible with such a dif-
ference of powers and conscious state as that
which . distinguished the Son of God from his
diseiples,. he may yet perceive the abundant
reasonableness of the_command to follow in
the .steps of the Lord Jesus. “Look then to
your Master, Christian, as the great example,
1, whom you muy behold what you should
imitate, though yot may never rival nor ap-
proach it.: Learn of himt, whase life was in-
struction, whose character was religion, and
who sealed the teaching of .his -life .not less
than the teaching - of his lips by the death of

ithie crosse- . - . Do
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CHRISITAN COMPREHENSIVENESS. |

—

A comprehensive character is the only really
great character possible among men. And,
being that which holds the fullest agreement
and sympathy with God, it is one, we are per-
suaded, that is specially valued and ‘cherished
by Him. We shall find also, by inspection,
that all the defective modes of character in'
Christian men are due to the fact that some
partial or partizan view of the duly sways their
demonstrations. Sometimes one extreme is
held, sometimes the other, and accordingly we
shall see that, excepling cases where there'is
a fixed design to brave the Jaws of all duty,
the blemished characters go in pairs.

Thus one man abhors -all prejudice; tes ifies
against it night and" day, places all his guards
on the side opposite, and, as prejudgments of
some kind are the necessary- condition of all
judgments, it resultsy. of course, that he falls
into*an error guite.as hurtful and more weak,
ceasing to have any fixed ‘opinion, or to hold
manfully any truth whatever.” Another,’'seeing
no evil but v a’ change of opinions holds his
opinions by his will and not by his understand-
ing. And as no truth can penetrate the will,
he becomes astupid and obstinate bigot—stand-
ing for truth itself, as if it were no better than
falsehood. , )

There is a class of Christians, who specially.
abhor a scrupulous religion. It is uncomforta~
ble, it wears a superstitious look, and therefore
they are moved'to assert 'their dignity, by
veituring out, occasionally, on “acts ot exhibi-
tions that are plainly sinful. - And then when
they return to their duty (which they aré'gnite
certdin finally to omit) they. consent to.obey
God, fiot because of the principle] bul because
of the importance of :the oceasion’ ™ In"expelli-
ing all scruples, they have made an exile of
their conscierices.” A man ‘at the other extreme
will have it for his religion-to be exact in all
the items “of discipline, and will become so
conscientious about “mine, anisé and cuinmin,
that no conscience will be left for judgment, or
mercy, or even for honesty. (

_Some persons are all for charity, meaning by
the term & spirit’ of ‘allowance towards the
faults and crimes of othérs, Christ, they say,
commands us not to judge ; but they do not ob-
serve that there are “things ‘which we can seé
without judging, and which, as they display
their own- iniquity, ought to be ‘condemned in
the severest terms of reprobation.  Charit
will cover a multitude of sins—not all, 'The
dearest and truest charity will uneover many,
Opposite to such, we have a tribe of censorious
Christians, who require us to"be 'bold against

sin, who put’ the harshest constructions’on ‘all

conduct, scorching and denouncing as’ surely
as they speak. If they could not find some sin
to denounce, they would "begin to havé a poor
opinion of their own’ piety, . These could ot
even understand the” Saviour, when he ‘says
“neither do I condemn theé.” = = .
Some Christian professors are'so particularly
pleased with a cheerful’spirit, and so intent on
being cheerful Christian$ themselvés, that they
even forget to be  Christians at all,”” They are
light enough, free enough;—the longitide of
face they so much'dread is effectually displaced.
Indeed ‘the ‘godly life, prayer; sobricty itself,
are dll too sombre for their kind of piety.” ‘Op-
posed to these we have an austere school, who
object to all kinds of relaxation,‘and have even
some scruples about smiling. A’ hearly laugh
is an act of positivé' ungodliness. * They love

‘{o'see tlie Christian ‘serious 4t all {imes.” Their

face is set as critically as'thie surveyor’s needle,
or they carry it asnicely ‘as they would carry’
a full vessél. ‘ But there is'a certain ‘measure

of soursiess in’all human bosoms, which, if it

cannot be'respited by smiles, becomes an active
leaven! - The ‘face' that "was  furst” Serlous
changes o a vinégar‘aspect, and ihis reaéts to
sour the sourness-of nature, till finally it will
be found that'the once- amiablé’pérson has be-

come’ nervous, acrid, caustic “and ‘ thoroughly |'in the most’s
e e ST T | remember, &

disagreeable. . IR
We have a class of ‘disciples who appear to

suri “up’ all dutyin selfzexamination. " They | ¢
examine themselves till they are selfish; dnd |

extingiish ' all ‘the ‘evidences 'for which they:
l0ole;"They inspect and liandle every afféctig
till they have killed'it, and: becom Tit]
at length, that no feeling' of the 'Heért Wwill dar
venturé out; lestit ‘should’ not be ‘ablé to” stand
scrutiny.” "Anothier.¢lasi have it *for a"maxim

ill'd

ous, ignorant’of themselve
no infirmity. But they mi
nothing in the name 'of 'du

very neatly wicked.

the ‘absénce of feelirgs" are the wel
no jealousy" is awake'to suppfeds

joy, love, hopé, 'pity,’ fear:

and audible of the fierce and'devilishih
rages within." This is’ faraticisny,
piety, kindling'its” wralh by p
riles, "How manifes

that which is now its"mise¢
throw'-=Dr. Bushnell. ~ " 7

of Hosts, the Al.ﬂlligh.ty

'yet it was mi

Hpand.
tical, | wh

in it mightier,

Napoleon I—-drchdeacon Hare,

never to doubt  themisélves: ¢ T et s’ da ‘b
duty,’ they say, ¢and'God’ takb "¢

. Us-do_odr
, ‘and ‘God' will ‘take "care’
us.” " So they 'delve bn,"ct')nf‘ide'p”t;:})‘rﬁsﬂ_iﬂ -
s’ guardell'agalnst
ohi o R,
. ’abio- 3::n"n"-
3, they Ko 4o
There'is'a class'of' discigled Wi bapstidlly
love pruderice. It is thé cardinal vitte. ‘The
dread, of course, all ‘manifestations, of feéling,
which i§ the same as to /s:jiy"fthh_t"dlé{”li‘;_e" n
. of the welling Nipof
the soul’s watéts, the kindlinig ‘of itd j}seé,‘ghén
dling of IS Ares,Wie

us awake ‘1o iﬂf If
they are’ watched, they ‘tetieat io" their cell:
Glond s

a spirit so ill regulited, an

7
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brood, that “dare not" move.’ The'p
man beeomes' thus 'a man'of ‘ice, of) sidée’ tle
soul is borne up and away ‘to’God orily oo the
wings of feeling, sinks'ints d stite"of ‘dull ne=
gation, Then'we have anot |
test the tramméls of ' prude;
in their elément, save whei
emotion. ~But as’ the' caj
limited, it ‘comes ‘16 'pass "in ‘4’ fet," day¥ th
what they had Ts wholly ‘burnt'to’ 4 ginder,~-
Then, as they have a sidé of ‘capacity for had
feeling still left, new signs Will begil to 2phedr,
As the taptures abate’and ‘the h_'x§t'1' ‘synptoms
droop, & kirid' of despais ‘begins‘to lower, 'a"faiilt
chiding ‘also fs" heard, thén"d_loud ‘rail,theit
bitter deprecations and "possibly "imi jr_éc'ngtioix:é
too ; charges are leveled it Individuals; arfélvs
are shot at ‘the mark, and the ‘voledfiic erdcta’
tions thrown up at the’ sky* are "prodfs 2‘3{"1’_&1&@
&t
3 'th ;i i us
yer diid holy
o Sanston st Ml esgh or theky
extremes,  embiacing™ its’ oppiosite,’ would 'Test
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duty, and beé itself the wiser'and the holie¥, for
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A GREAT MAN.

 ‘The highest_and nioblest conception which

we_can form of a great and goodiman; *is one-
‘who understands ;the powér of his :own souly
and is continually exérting 'that power for'the’
promation of good ; who'cherishes a‘deepand’
solemri sense,of the sacredniess  of rdutyyrandr

never hesitates to’discharge that dury, be'the;

Y { conséquences_ever su'injurious to his'interést 3°
“who in mattérs of religion’:lendsnought bur:
a deaf ear to the loud voices'of setts; nbught:

but a blind eye to all party eréeddy but séana:
the works of nature, the'revelations of dorip~:
tare, and ; the yearnings of the human: heart:;:

|who gives all truth!awelcome howhogverait!
may conflict: with -his-pride ' whoris, ever:
ready 10 execute: inflexible.ijustice, thow’

muchsoever it may affecthisjust interest 3whot
vebukes all . evil doingd; hoWwever:Highnthe:
transgressor. may -stand’s:'whose: synipathies:
always espouse ‘the cause of:théioppressed,:
the down-trodden: and_thé ‘injited:~Collins.’i

: B 0 I et e TR ey aa=re ) PEA U] 03 M
. Rieut 15, M1caT,—~As sure asGod liveth,.
as sure as'the Holy o Israel isthe;Lond”
of Hosls, ght 18 mightyand
and ever was anil ever shall. be so, 1Holiness.:
is'might ; meekness is;.q . patienge, is’
might;’ humilityis_might 5. self-denia] :and ;
sell-sacifice is might ;:faith ds might; Joreisy
might ; every gift of the Spirit igmight! /The. ;
¢ross was {wo pieces of ({,ead wood, jand.a .,

helpless unresisting: man: wag; nailed tof:i0;

be .

ightier .than,:the world, and...

‘trjumphed, and will ever, trinmph oyer,ite:.
Heaven and’ earth

nand .:8hall,; pass away, but no:{
pure holy deed, or.word, or, thought,: Onthe..
othei hand; might, that which thechildren.of:s

earth call 56, the strong wind, the earthqupke,..;
the fire, perishes ibiough. its .own.violenge,. .,
self-exhausted, and e%f:qaqqnm‘egs;méggm; ‘
age of the world has been-pllowod:to witness .:
in the most signal example, , For many.ofyg.::

gnal exampl
ud they, w.

. .not,haye heard. .
athers, how,

ightiestanan on;;

from thii
h

earth, he Who had ggﬂ.bfifxﬁe! Ewith allmight,
‘except that ofj right,  boyst:;like ;n, temipesti:
‘cloud, burnt himself out like, s conflagrations:

hd'only left the gcars of

: is; ravages.o mark:
he hiad':been,, . Who amongyon cani::
0 an Infant’s face,and notisea aifower.|
thiin all the ammyigs of Attila.er 7.
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THE BIBLE -CHRISTIAN.

RELIGIOUS REST.
ITS NATURE—ITS PEACE.

:-Sfue of our failings, positive -and negative, |.
simulation and dissimulation, our faces |/

T

3:—_" after all} a good indéx of oursoul. Here
axid‘ there, ‘the parents-have interfered too
mueh, and.it is the father’s charaeter that you
see imprinted on the siléit face, the man’s
‘otvii face hot being the man’s own work ; but
as a general rule the face is the index of the
soul, and the simple-hearted, the pure-hearted
man reads us_through. the front from height
to depth. ~ Lodk at the man’s fuce and read
that i ARl {Hen stady the record of his acts;
ask-them the question j and you will find very
few men'who havé attained entire composure,
entire se}f~possession and rest for their sonls.
.This young 1nan is waiting mntil age shall
-somewhat chill the fire in his blood before
‘he aims to settle himself down, calm and
“selfzcollected, to rest. This old man finds
‘the. habit .of unrest growing upon him from
childhood and. maulicod, and he also is dis-
composed ; and though the snows of seventy
“winters hive passed over his head, yet stiil
his face does not tell you of a soul at rest.
:Yet Nature tends everywhere to equili-
brium, There is no ouk tree growing in all
‘thie hill-sides of New England but puts out
.an’arm wpon one side and another just us long
and heavy on the other side, and so it stands
‘erect and in even poise. God has so distri-
buted things in the heavens that the plavets
‘balance one another ; and, though they make
the rnost complicated motions, there is always
‘just #s much weight on the one side of the
Bin“as there is upon the other, and so the
halance is not disturbed. Their centre of
motion is in their centre of magnitude, and
with the smallest expenditure of force, they
move,in groups most beautiful and never miss
their,way. So when the air becomes lizht
in Boston, all the two and thirty winds vush
Hitherward to restore the balance.

" The same thing appears both in the mate-
¥ial aid spiritual world, because they are all
foofed in the same soil and the same God bas
miade the whole. The unconscions planets,
by aitraction, obey the same law which
‘geiitly draws us conscions creatures towards
oodness and towards God. So, looked at
from a point of view that commands the
world of matter and the world of spirit, piety
is only the gravitation of a consclous soul
tending directly to its balance and to God.
‘~He that is not happy in his home, says the
proverb, goes for satisfaction (o his friends.
Atnd so he that has not rest in his own bosom
need not journey for the rewaids of henyen.
He'Walks 'in ‘paradise. . He eats of the tree
of knowledge without sin and without shame,
and hedrs his Father’s voice, not frightencd
atthe call. What a light in the life and re-
ligion of such a man. Religious faith and
love, these are the rest. The ubsence of
these and the presence of sin, is disquietude
of mind. With that in your couscience
there is no rest.  There is 1o peace for the
wicked, because there is no peace in them.
To escape from that, to make that escape, is
regeneration—is to be boru again. To for-
get and to outgraw that estate, that is forgive-
ness. and to return to God. *To obtain this
sest will cost something. [t will cost self-
denial, watcb{ulness,. and toil.  Yet it is
richly worth what it will cost.  You need not
abandon anything manly in man or graceful
in, woman. It is rather man®s manliest man.
hood and- woman’s loveliest gruce.  With
them yoit-shall bear easily the crosses of life.
‘When the blind archer shoots the bolts of
misfortune at.a venture, you are triply anmed
against them. You shall rise fresh from the
grave of sorrow, and bravely confront the
dangers, toils and disappointments of your
life. . You shall not despise nature, but honer
it. You shall not shun the broad way and
greer: of .life, which winds so pleasantly
atnidst the sweet charities of this world,
You shall ‘'walk there with your {ellows in
the heat-of the day, and shali tread down
the dangerous’ shadows which at first sight
lie-as plants in your path. - You shall woo Jor
yourself ‘the spirit of God, which shall come
to your breast and be mairied to your soul for

Y

ever and -ever. - .

‘I-donot say this is.a thing to be done at
once. Iitook longer for God to make a dia-
mond than«the flower that bléssoms in a day.
Ititakes longer for a greut: man to become
balanced and settled. - These strong natures,
capable of so much good and which may be
perverted to-so mueh ill, take longer to be-
come at rest,‘as the strongest wine is the
longest in its fermentation. But1do say this
is possible for- every man, and possible in a
ranch shorter time than is supposed, if men
will devote themselves to-it.” Then, if this
be done, what a superiority it has given him
over- others,' “His “action” is harmonious, in
triple harmony with himself, with his brother,
with-his' God. - He works not only bécause
he'must, but bécause he can and because he
wills' The.free: volition of God attaches 16
him.v" Like: God’s,  his own action is cahu.
Heo'moves- easily, bacatise' his centre is sus~

tained: He acts where, he acts when, and
le acts how he will.  With a Jittle power he

from the tranquility of his weork.

He is come near to God. Christ and the
Father of Cluist dwell in him and work
througly him. Trouble will not easily disturb
this. man. Tearwill not readily make him
afraid.  Nothing can make him despair; not
-sorrow, or suflering, or sin of any kind. "The
great angel of misfortune, with blinded eyes,
draws his bow and deftly shoots bis arvows at
a venture 3 but upon hearts thus fortified the
arrow fixes not.  They leave no raukling
wound.  Such a man’s life is a midswmn-
mer’s day, in which there may be clouds
indeed, Lut they only give pictiresqueness
to the landseape, and in whiclt every storm is
rounded off with a rainbow aut last. The
possession of this rest for the soul is the very
lignest beauty of the soul. As beuauty of
persou consists not merely in beauty of fea~
tures, gomplexion aud expression alone, but
in the general resuit of wll three, so beauty
of soul does not depend whelly upon the
strength of mind, the will, imagination, con-
seicnee, piety, but inthe perfect unicn of all
these. ~ This beanty appears in man’s whole
-}
life.
The Hope of the world, who came to give
us rest in this way, dared to say, Peuce |
leave with you, my peace I give 1o you, for
it is the fairest gift he briugs, and yet how
little prized because soseldom won, and won
so rarely because not oftener sought. Seek
this peace and you shall obtain it. Then
when all youwr winged schemes, hopes and

faneies {ly out from the golden nests of vour
expectations and elude your grasp and vanish
out of sight. then peace shall remain, a
household deity ar your side to charm and
bless you—to transtigure your own soul into
the image of God—1to give yvou His peace
and His tranquility forever.—Theodore Parker,

MAN RESPONSIBLE ¥OR THE USE OF
HIS ORGANS,

given to man all the organs and vital ma-

ations of life. :
and to keep some of these in mation.

upon which these organs are 1o operate.
nothing is wanting for the support of our lives:

paratus, by whicli dead food is to be vonvert

and the manuer of eating, and 10 adapt the
whole te the peculiarities of our individual
constitutions.

We have given us langs to breathe, and
the air fo enter them j but 1t is left to us to see
that air is always pure, and fitted o effect the
due changes in the blood,

* We recelve our skins from the Creator’s

hand, but we are to make and adapt the
clothing and protection to their wants.—We
are to give them_ the needful cleaning and
friction.

is left o our control.
creation of God.
and our volition o determine.
Creator,
to do what he has required of us.
dundant.
ofthe material upon which they are to operate,

ness, whicl we apply to our part of the work.
Seeing then that we are co~workers with

will be our first duty to learn what htas been

opetate.

ness instead of healthw—Juruis,

shall rapidly surpass nien of superior ability,

The gener.us and provident Creator has

chinery necessary for carrying on the oper-
But he has left it to man, tuset

tle has supplied man, or has given to him
the means and the power of supplying him-
self, with all the materials und the elements
All
‘directly- or indirectly are supplied-to us; and

We are supplied with the digestive ap-

ted into bleod and {lesh; and the sane hand
has furnished ws with the elementary princi~
rles out of which that food is to be made.
But it is assigued to us to select that food, to
determine its quantity and quality, the tines

The museles and the rest of the locomotive
apparatus are made to our handsj bat how
much or how little these shall be exercised,

The brain and. the nervous system are the
But how, und to what de-
gree, these shall be worked, to what purpeses
they shall be applied, it is left to our discretion

Thos we see, that in carrying on these
funevions of life, we are co-operators with the
He has done oue part towird this
work, and lelt us to dothe rest; and he has
put inte owr hands the meaus and the powers

What God has ‘done for us is well done.
So far nothing is deficient, and nothing is re-
What we do, is done well or ill
according to the degree of our intelligence, of
our knowledge of the urgans with which, and

and according to the conseientions faithful-

the Creator in the work of sustaining life, it

done, and what s Jefi for us to do; to know
the nature, powers and wants of onr bodily
organs ; the purposes to which they can best
be applied, and their eapaeity of endurance.
We should also ascertain the natore and fit-
ness of the mateérial upon which they are to
Without this knowledge we may
err and stumble ; we may supply our organs
with improper materiuly or apply them to im-
proper parposes ;- we may thus ereate weak-

TIIE WORKING MAN’S DAY-

Man was not made for unceasing labor.—
Neither his bady nor his mind ean stand it .—
We do not need the tostimony of physiologists
and medieal men to prove to us the necessi-
ty of periodical repose from labor, and the
peruicious results flowing from the absence
of it.  Expericuce teaches us that man can
10 mote go ou smoothly for months and yeurs
without the rest of the Sabbath, than he can
wo on day by day without sleep by night—~
Some persons may be able to hold ou fora
few days by taking only oceasionul repose,
| as others may for years by oceasional times
of relaxation ; bat the tone of the constitution,
both of body and mind, will be far best kept
up in the way provided by the God of our na-
ture, by taking regular sleep every night, and
regular rest every Sabbath.

When the curse came upon this carth on
acceount of sin, the Lord, mereifully remem-
bering wan’s frame, suflered not the curse 1o
tall on that seventh day which he had blesed
and sanctified.  For that day, at least, the
sentenco was vepealed, which doomed nau
to toil inthe sweat of his brow 1ill he returned
1o the ground.  Bix days he was to labor, but

action, thought, feeling, inward and outward | to rest on the seventh.

Those who, in the providence of God, are
placed above the neeessity of hard personal
labor, canuot enter into the gracious benefi-
cence of his enactment. The Sabbath is
spacially the poor man’s privilege, the work-
ingman’s day. lsituot a sublime spectacle,
this Subbath in England! More than four
millions of working men over the land sceu-
red in one day’s vest out of every seven ! they
and their families guaranteed a maintainance
on that day, without the toil and care of the
vest of the weelk, and lelt free to recruit their
bodies by rest, und to refresh and purify their
spirits at the fountains of heavenly trnth!—
Blessed is he who secks to enlarge the privi-
leges of the working classes in this hallowed
day! Cursed is he who in any way tries to
remove the old landmark of God*s merciful
ways to the children of men!

During the French Revolution, the Sabbath
was abolished for a time, and one day in ten
was appointed as a national holiday. But it
was soon found that the public health and
the commercial prosperity of the country
were alike injured, and the ancient and di~
vinely appointed day of rest was publicly re-
sumed.

We could ensily prove; by statistical {acts,
that -with nations, as with individuals, the
proceeds of work . during any . lengthened pe-
riod wounld be grearer from six days of the
week, than from the whole seven; that by
due observation of the Sabbath, the amount
of humaun laborwaould be greatly ecconomized,
aud the average length of haman life throngh-
out the conntry materially increased ; and
that by the better economy and application
of lubor, by the diminution of crime and its
coucomitant expenses, by the improvement
of public health and morals, a vast anvaal
expenditure would be saveds or, in other
words, 2 vast revenuoe added to the treasure
of the country.  Verily, even in a comwmer-
cial view, “1n keeping of this commandment,
there is great reward.

Voltaire, toward the end of his life, remurk-
ed to some of his infidel associates, that all
their” labor must be Jost; and that it was ut-
terly vain to try to put down Christianity, so
long as there was the Sabbath; so long as
every seventh day men were compelled,
more or less, to have their thoughts turned to
the things of religion. "P'roly, therefore, even
its enemies being judges, the Lord’s day may
be reckoned one of the chief bulwarks of the
social, as well us of religious, constitution of
this land.— English Presbyleriun  Mess enger.

JUST VIEWS OF HUMAN NATURE-

The low conceptions of human nature that
‘have prevailed are as injurious as they are
fulse, their divect tendency being to destroy
self-respeet, and, along with this, whatever is
worthy in thought, feeling, and conduet,—
Scarcely any thing do men in general more
need, in the {ormation of character, than the
motive farnished by the elevated views of the

capacities, powers; and qnalities, which,
through God’s grace, belong to the nature

whereof they are partakers, From the liberal
doctrine on this subjact, vast multitudes, it is
known, dissent, and some helievers in it secem
to doubt the expediency of making it a frequent
topic of instrnetion.  Bur, for myself, | as
decidedly differ from the lalter elass as from
the former. ‘The doctrine seemns to me not
only true, but of great practical impartance;
and the prevalent modes ol thought and netion
show that there is much need of its being often
inculcated and earnestly enforeed. . Who ean
suppose that mankind would conduct them=
selves so unworthily as they do, but for the
degrading .notions they have been tunght to
entertnin of their nature? llow can they be

‘{elcvated in morals and religion, unless it be

impressed upan thelr minds that they are
eapable of high attainmants, that it is really in
them, as w law and dorce of their natural
constitution, aided by- the- Gospel,: to_ risc to
eminence in virtue and picty'?  As fbr thee,
my brother, my sister,—whaoever thou mayest
be that readest thdse pages,—if thou feelest
within thy sonl uny desire to be und do all that,
and only that, which becomes thee, then, first
and at'onee, know aid wiiderstind ‘what God
hath ¢reated thee, what he hath taught thee to

make thysell, Buch knowledge, gained be-
times, will be to thee one of te bestsafeguards
against vice, und one of the Tost ‘cilicient
quickeners of virtoe,  ‘Pill thou lewrnest some-
ting of thy higher natare, of thy chief end,
and of the grealness of thy moral powers, there
can be little hope that thouw wilt act worthily.
True, indeed, it is to be borne in mind by thee,
that thou hast thy weak points, that thou art
lisble to disobey God’s holy law, and that
detually thouw arta transgrassor of it in thought,
freling, and conduct,  Yes, and more than
this 3 abhor thy sias, cazt thew far from thee;
lament in dust und ushes thy short-cotnings,
and bow in all eontrition and humility before
the throne of divine grace, Bat whatever be
the defects of thine own character, however
undeserving thou mayst at times deem thyself,
uever gast reproach on human nature.  "Think
of Him who made it what it is, and honor the
Creator by respecting his work.  Next to God
and his Son Jesus Christ, reverence thy natore;
stand in awe of it pouard it from error and
pollution more carefully than thou protectest
the safety of thy life. "I'urn away from those
who would rob thee of the conviction that thow
hast within thee, as the gift of un all-wise and
benevelent God, capacities and principles
which ally thee to the ¢pirits on bigh.  Crave
assoeiation  with those who recognize” and
delight to speak of the native greatness, the
immortal growth, of the buman sonl. At all
times and in all places, remember,—or, if thou
chance 1o forgét it,seel to be reminded as soon
as possible,—that @ mere animal thou art not,
but a being of o higher order, made * a little
lower than the angels,” created in the image
of God,” and of ¥ his mwn eternity 3 and with
full compreliension of what that langiage of
Holy Writ means, see to it that thou art up to
all which it implies. -

RELIEF OF TiIE POOR.

If Unitarians have not taken a strong interest
in foreign’ missions, nor furnished as liberal
contributions as we might desire for the spread
of Christian truth in their own land, they bave
never shown an unwillingness to relieve the
necessities of the poor. -In their aitention to
the bodily wants of the destitute avound them,
they have discovered a ready and gendrous
spirit worthy of notice. Nor have they jic—
glected to make provisions for the intellectual
and moral wants of those who came under their
immediate observation  We have ofteh re—
ferred to the Ministry-at-large here, and. thie:
similar institution, under the name of Domestic’
Mission, in England. We have no doubt, that,
in proportion to their numbers, the Eriglish
Unitarians do more, in their Free Day and
Sunday Schools, for the education of the poor,
than any other denomination. [lere, our sys-
tem of public schools rendess private’ eflott Tor
this purpose comparatively needless ; yet' the,
cvening schools for our adult foreign, or native,
population, and the sewing schools for girls,
which are kept in connection with the chapels
of the Ministry-at-large, are very useful, In.
stitutions for the relief of indigence and the
employment of the friendless multiply among
uss{an acquaintance with their condition revéals -
their necessities  T'wo such institations have
gone into successful operation in this city within
the last two years,—the ¢ Temporary Home
for the Destitute,>® where persons  awvithout
money ot friends in the city may find’ comfort~
able accommodation, till, through their own
efforts, or the assistance” of others; they can
procure  permanent employment,—afd ' the '

provides work for females who depend on theit
needle for support, and pays them a fair ptice”
for their labor.: An institution of a similar
character is sustadined - by the members of the
Unitarian societies in New York and in’ St.
Louis, and probably in*other places. "Sewing’

The Massachuselts General Mospital, witl its"
ample endowments and admirable management,’
allests the liberality of Boston. The Jast Re’

Society shuws what a beauty of sentiment may

any praise for their good deeds, but when we
are taunled for not giving evidence of “interest.
in religion, we are tempted to quote the worda

less and widows in their aflfiction”—by which, -
we suppose, he mednt to deseribe a practical

Pigion.g_’;—“—lioston‘C/n'islian Lcaminer, "

aspire after, s what thou canst, wnder himg

“ Needlewoman®’s  Friend Sociely,” " which |

Circles for the benefit of the poor are common -~

port of the Managers of the "Seamen’s Aid °

he thtown around a wise beneficence. -We do
not wish to claim on behalf of our denomination:

ol an apostle, who has said, to ¢ visit the fa{her~

sympathy with those who are in want dnd =~
trouble—is a part of ¢ pure and undefiled yes"
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TR “ UNITARIAN BIBLE.”

Of all the misrepresentations which have
been originated, and kept in motion, concerning
Unitarians and Unitarianism, none is more
gratuitous or absurd thun that which charges
Unitatians with fabricating and using another
Rible to suit their purposes, This is a calumny,
however, which is very pofent in deterring the
more ignorant and unenquiring part of mankind
from any investigation of Unitarian Christianity.
The reverence which all Christians enlertain
for the sacred scriptures makes them shrink
with peculiar hovror from any connivance al
their eorruption, or participation in it. And
when they bear it asserted by these whom they
are accustomed to believe, that the Unitarians
‘do mnot hesitate to alter and interpolate the
‘sériptures to suit their own theological views
they naturally regard them with peculiar dis-
trust, and consider them guilty of great pre-
sumption, and unpardonable wickedness.

“'This story of another Bible is one which not
unfrequently reaches us.  YWe have been asked
if it is really the case that the Unitarians use
other seriptures than those which are relied on
by Christians generally. Of course such a
question is put by those only who are quite
unacquainted with the Unitarian system. Any
one possessing the slightest knowledge of this,
‘wotild no more make such an enquiry than he
would ask whether Unitarians breathed the
same ‘atmosplicric air as.other people. Every
person connected with the Unitarians, and hav-
ing any intercourse with them, knows that in
their public instructions, and private reading
and meditation, they use the common anthor-
ised version of the seriptures.

The fiction of a ¢ Uunitarian Bible?? had its
origin “from- the fact of the cxistence of a
certain book, called an ¢ Improved version of
the New Testament.” . This hook was pub-
lised in London by a sociely there, called the
& Society for.promoting Christian knowledge,”
which was composed of Unitartans. It was
published to meet a want then felt, and sfill,
felt, for a more correct copy of the sacred
writings than that which is in general use.—
Eﬁel{y intelligent reader.of the sacred volume,
with any pretensions to Biblical knowledge, is
dware that there are inaccuracies in’ the com-
moit text and translation. Indeed many of
these are plainly indicated in the popular com-
mentarieson the Bible. Yho will now venture
to say that the text of the * three heaveuly
witnessess® in I John, v. 7, is not & forgery ?
Every one whose opinion is worth any thing,
will admit that the scriptures would be purer
if that passage were omitled. A properrever-
ence for the sacred wrilings should make us
wish to see them freed from all mistranslations
and forgeries, Various efforts have been
directed by. learned men towards this end.—
Many of them have devoted long and laborious
lives to it. When the present veceived text
was edited; and the authorised version made,
the science of Biblical criticism was in a much
less advanced state thaa it is now. A muiti-
fude of ancient manuscripts of the seriplures,
and important fucts connected with them, have
béen brought to light since that time, which
cl‘.lable us to rectify . mistakes in transcription
and the like, and arrive at a closer resemblance
of the original documents of the sacred writers.
It was in the legitimate pursuit of such ecriti-
cism ihat the book just referred fo was pro-
duced, Although issued under the auspices of
certain. Unitarians, it is to he observed that
Archbishop Newcome’s Revision is taken as
the basis, from which, however, [requent de-
partures are made. . It does not make preten-
sion to be'a perfeet work : it oply aims to be
what ifs-tile indicales— an improved ver-
siond? -

But amongst Unitarians no authority what-
ever is given to this book. Taking the Uni-
tariuns of Great Britain; Treland, and Ameriea
together, we will venturé 1o say that not one
in fifty ol thein ever saw it. We have attend-
ed religious services in many places connect-

ed with the Unitarian denomination in all
those countries, and we can say that we do
nol remember ever having seen a copy of it
in any of their pluces of worship.  Ttisvarely
alluded to even in their theological schools,
and then, as far us we know, in terms of dis-
approval,  And it is known tothose who have
paid any proper attention to its history, that
perhaps the most severe and searching eriti-
cism it ever received was {rom the pen of a
Unitarian Reviewer, in a Unilarian periodi-
cal.

Such being the circumstanees of this ease,
how comes it, it may be enquired, that such
a misrepresentation is perpetuated 2 To this
question we can offer no very satisfuctory re-
ply.  Our only explanation should be that it
was repeated from thme to time with the
view of strengthening and increasing the po-
pular odinm against the Unbarians. And
this auswer is not very satisfactory, inwsnruch
as it places some of those who esteem them-
selves more orthodox and pious thau we, in
a questionable pesition.  Not long since a
clergyman of this city made pnblic reference
to the “ Unitariun Bible™ as a most dangerous
and deadly production. We ave in possession
of other circumstances, likewise, counected
with this matter, but we lave no desire 1o
wmake any farther allusion to them, We
simply say to that clergyman, and to all
others, that the propagation of such fictions
from the pulpit can searcely angmoent the
dignity of that sacred place, or permapeutly
increasc their own respectability and useful-
LN
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THE UNIVERSITY QUESTION.

This vexed question still remains tangled
and unsettled.  The hankering after tests still
clings to somme who would desire to have it
free—just free euough to give theinselves
abundaut liberty, and a little to spare. It is
really amazing to perceive how slow some
puople are_in perceiviag that the. only safe
and solid grouud to aceupy is thatof principle.
Our own opinjon on this question has already
beeu given more than ouce. We should have
no theologieal tests in a great national seat of
learning, They are fraught with evil, and
evil only. Really conscienti us men alone
are excluded by them j and these, if compe-
tent to the office to which they aspire, are the
persous whom, dabove zll athers, it is desirable
to have. Men of loose conceptions of duty
will not permut tests to stand in their way to
any olfice which i1s lucrative, or otherwise
dosivable.  Testsuflord diveet encowragement
to insincerity, and in their use and operation
bring religion into disrepute.

The Rev. Dr. Burns, of Toronts, a leading
clergyman of the “ Free Chureh of Scotland??
in this country, has lately addressed a series
of letters 1o His Excellency Lord Elgin on
the University Quustion. By the proposed
measwe of the late Ministers, the ¢ Free
Chureh ?? was one of the proscribed bodies ;
and Dr. B. has a natural repugnance to have
the mark of exelision placed on himself aud
his party. e is in favour of an open Uni-
versity ; but he would attach a spring and
snap-bolt to the door which wonld slam it
close, and keep it so, at the approach of o
Unitarian. The Doctor can only go a certain
length in religious liberty. e is not long
from the “old conntry,’” and the ¢ flesh
pots®? still smell sweet and savory in his
nostrils. Can he not read the sigus of the
times?  Can he not understand the spirit of
the age? Can he not perceive the prevailing
free genius of this great continent of North
America? Bat there are more correct and
liberal views abroad among Trinttarians than

(hose enunciated by Dr. Barns, as the follow-

ing paragraph will testify. This extracl is
taken from the Montreal Register, a papor
condueted by elergymen of the Baptist deno-
mination :—

“ But our present business is to notice what
Dr. Burns proposes as the means of imparting
# religions and Christian charncter to the Uni-
versily. In the Banner of April 1, he pro-
pounds two things for this end, viz, that. all
the Professors should ‘declare their belief in
the inspiration of the Bible, and in the doctrine

of the T'rinity, (which is the test at present
imposed,) and that the President open the
business of every day in some public maunuer,
by asking the blessing of God. These may
appear very reasonable demands 1o parties not
fully enlightened as to religious liberty and
equality, aad we are ready to adinit that the
enforcement of them would be no practica)
grievanee to the great bulk of the people.—
Nearly all religious bedies, nud the Baptists
among them, could ensily put vp with such
demands. Yet for our part we must deprecate
the plan, as it will needlessly and injuriously
affect the consciences of others, though not

our own, On principle we eurnestly protest
againgt any religious test in a public seat of
secular learning.,  Only let this thing be sanc-
tivned in the University, anid we may soon tind
zealots und bigots ealling ont for imposing the
same test (and for the same reasons) on all the
masters in the Government schiools, and all
lectarers in Mechanics’ Institutes, &ec., which
receive aid from Provineiat funds.  Dr. B. and
his friends should reflect, that it a test to ex-
clude an anti-'U'rinitarian gentleman from the
Protessar's chair be good and fair in "Loronta,
s0 the attempt to remave Sir D, Brewster {romn
his pust in St. Andrew’s University, for his
Pree Chureh heresy, was equally faie and ho-
nouruble.  If we Prinitarians were to combine
and shut out our doctrinal opponents, with
what semblance of consisteney could we object
to the lligh Church party’s scheme (as in the
original charier) of excluding all but velicvers
in the Thirty-nine Articles 7 Shall we sane-
tion the very principle which has been the
fruitful sonrce of our own grievances and
wronms?  No ! no; away with religivus tests
as a delusion and a snare. © What we want
is liberty—absolute liberty—just and true li-
barty—equal and impartial libeety.””

——— i ——

NO UNDUERGROUND ROAD T0 HEAVER.

The religion of Christ is a visible religion.—
His church a visible chureh ; its members visi-
ble members. This visibility is an important
feature of Christian piety 3 while its seal is in
the heart, the vital and moving power there,
there must be a profession, a manifestation.—
This grows not out ot any authority or com-
mand, but from the very nature of the princi-
ple. 1iis here, and you cannot hide it; it goes
forth, - and will go forth. Tt is lighty and you.
cannot make it dark: you may, indeed, light
your candie and put it under-a bushel; but it
you putit on 2 candlestick, it will give light
fo all who are in the house. Such is ity nature
—the rays will flow fiom the centre, and it is
folly to expect anything else. It follows, that
if a person is a Christian, the wotld will find it
out ; il'he have true faith in his heart, this faith
will cause him to do something by which he
will be exposed and known. “Lhere is, then,
no such thing as having Christ’s religion to
ourselves~no going masked to heaven—.no
night passage there—no tunneled, underground
road to that place  We are aware that there
are those who love to talk about religion as
something allogether between their own souls
and Ged.” They tellus that they do not put it
on their forcheads, nor write it on their gar-
ments.  And we ask, who does approve of os-
tentation in such matters?  But we say, if it
be so, always and everywhere a bidden thing,
itis a dead thing. If you keeyp it thus a secret,
it is beeause you ave ashamed of it—ashamed
to have it known, We infer thisboth from the
nature of the prineiple, and from the teaching
of the great Author. e thal confesseth me
before wen, him will I confess. Here is the
test : il you have it, you will show it; it you
have it not, you have itnot. If there is noth—
ing seen, there is nothing inside.—7ib. Repos.
Jor dpril.

THE BOOK OI' BOUKXS,

The poor might eujoy the most important
advantages of the rich had they the moral
aud religious cultivation consistent with their
lot. Bouks find their way into every house,
however mean ; and especially that book
which coutains more nutriment for intellect,
imagination and heart, than all others ; Iinean
of course the Bible. "And [ am confident that
among the poor are thuse who find in that
book more enjoyment, more awakening truth,
more lofty and beautiful imagery, more cul-
ture to the whole soul, than thousands of the
educated find in their general studies, and
vastly inore than millions among the rich find
in that superficial, transitory literature which
consumes all their reading hours.—Dr. Chan-
ning.

Tuxr BisLe.—~We are so aceustomed to the
sight of ‘a Bible that it ceasesto be a miracle
o us. Itjs printed just like other books, and
so we forget that it is not just like other books.
But there is nothing in the world like it or
comparable to it. ‘The sun in the firmament
is nothing to it, il jt be really (what it as-
snmes 1o be) an actual, direct cemmunication
from God to man. Take up your Bible swith
this idea, and look at it and wonder at it, It

is a treaswe of unspeakable value lo you, for
)

—

it contains a specinl message of love and ten
der mercy from God to your soul. Do you
wish to converse with god? Open it and
read. And at the same time look to him who
speaks to you in it, and usk him to give you
an understanding heart, that you may not
read in vain, but that the word may be in
you, as good seed in good ground, bringi
forth fruit noto eternal life.  Only take care
not to separate God from the Bible. Read in
the seeret of God’s presence, and raceive it
frows Liis lips, aud feed upon ity and it will be
to you as it was to Jeremiah, the joy and re-
joicing of your heart, The best advice which
any one {riend ean give to another isto advise-
him to consult God; and the best turn that
any book can do its reader is to refer him to
the Bible.—T" Erskine.

Tuemes vor THE Purrir.—In the depart-
ment of Christian morality, [ think many of
those who are distinguisf;ed as evangerical
preachers, greatly and culpably deficient.—
They rarely, if ever, take some one topic of
moral duty, as honesty, veracity, impantiality,
Christian  temper, forgiveness of injuries,
temperance (in any of its branches,) the im~
provement of time—and investigate specifi-
cally its principles, rules, discriminations,
adaptations. There is none of the casuistry
found in many of the divines. Such discus-
sions would have cost far more labor of
thought than dwelling and expatiating on the
general evangelical doctrines; but would
have been eminently useful; and it is very
necessary, in order to set the people’s judg-
ment and consciences to rights. 1t is part!
in consequence of this neglect (very general,
[ believe,) that many religious kind of people
have unfixed and ill-fated apprehensions of
moral discriminations. Hall told Anderson
that in former years, he had often insisted on
subjects of this order.—Foster.

Ox Ebuvcatien.—I think we may assert,
that in a hundred men, there are more than
ninety who are what they are, good or- bad,
wseful or pernicious to society, from the in-
struction they nave received. It is on edu-
cation that depends the great difference ob-
servable among them. ~ The least and most
imperceptible  impressions received in our
infancy, have consequences very irmportant,
and of & long duration. . It with "these first
impressions, as with a river, whose .waters
we caneusily - turn, by different canals,: in
quite opposite courses, so that from the in-
sensible direction the stream receives at its
souree, it takes different directions, and at
last arvives at places far distant from each
other ; and with thesame facility we may, I
think, turn the minds of children to what di-
rection we please.—.Locke.
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IPeetry. _

lg1yE ME THE HAND, .

! Give'mé the band that is warm, kind andready ;
rGive e the'clasp that is calm, trie, and steady ;
1Givé e the hund that will neyer deceive'me: ™
:Give me its grasp that'l aye may believe'thee:
it Soft ig'thépuimiofithe delicate-worhan! 2+ ¢
. wHardiis!the hani of the rough'sturdy yeoman |
7 ..Soft;paim, or hard hand, it matters nol—never '
“"Giverme the grasp that is friendly for ever: ...

G\‘:rc,-. fné_the band that is true as o brothert

‘Give me the hand that has harm’d not another ;

‘Give meithe hand that has never foreswore it;

‘Give ‘me its grasp that T aye may adoreit.

-/ Lovely the palm of the fair blue-vein’d maiden!

- Horny the hand of the workman o’erladen!

Lovely. or ugly, it matters not—ncver! -
Give me the grasp that is friendly for ever.

_Give me the grasp that is honest and hearty,
‘Free.us. the breeze, and unshackled by party ;
Let friendshipgive me the grasp that becomes her,
"Close as. the tyine of the vines of the summer.
" Give me the hand that 1s true as a brother;

" Give me the hand that has wrong’d not anot{xer;

‘Soft:palm, or hard hand, it matters not—never !

" Give'me the grasp 1hat is friendly for ever.
—TIrish Paper. ’

TRUST THOU IN GOD.

Raise on highy with pure devetion,

'On the wings of faith and love,
Raise on high thy soul’s emotion,

"~ 'Waft thy voiceless prayer above;
Riso:and pray when morming dawneth,
" Worship when the moon 1s high -
Humbly, when the day declineth,

" Tell thy wants with fervent cry.

Spread thy grief, thy care, thy sovrow.
P.All befgrg thy’ Fn}:her’s ’thrgne; o
At his footstool come and borrow .
From the fullness of his grace ;
Let thy meek petition ever
Fall with faith upon his ear;
Trust him, Christian, thou shall never
.Go unbless’d, for God is near.

Should temptations sore beset thee,
Raise thy veoiceless prayer above;
 God will hear, and he will guard thee
With the angels of his love;
‘He will shield thee with his presence,
- And his messengers of grace ;
He will grant thy soul deliverance,
“.And provide a hiding-place.’

Go, then, Christian, trust thy Saviour;
Gird thy loins up.with his truth;

Wear a righteous breast plate ever,

.. Carry. too.the shield of faith j:
Take-the helmet of salvation,"

And the spirit’s glittering sword ;

Guard thee with the preparation
' Of the Gospel’s peaceful word.

-Proying always in the spirit,
‘Waitching till the blessing come,

Endless life thou shalt inherit,
‘Aud an everlasting home,

At God’s holy shrine be often,
There remember those ye love;

Pray-for grace;thy heart to soften ;
Ever look with faith above.

LETTERS FROMTIE HON.JOHN QUINCY
. .-ADAMS TO HIS SON, ON THE BIBLE

AND 118 TEACHINGS.
. LETTER 1IV.

We were considering the Bible in its histori-
cal character, and as'the- history ‘of a- family.
From the inoment when the universal history
finishes, that of Abraliam: bégins, and thence-
forth, it1is. the “history.of :a family of which
Abraham'is the first;iand Jesus Christ' the last
person ; and.-from:the first appearance of Abra~
ham, the whole* history appears to have been
ordered, from ageto: age: expressly to prépare
for-the dppearance of Christ upon earth The
history{begins with-the first ‘and “mildest trials
of; Abraham?s:'0bedierice, .and: the' promise, as'a
reward of his fidelity, that in- ¢-him'-all the
families of the earth'should be-blessed.”” - The
second.trial; which: required the sacrifice of his
son, was many yéars afterward, and’ the pro-
mise was more explicit, and more precisely as-
si,gned‘gs;the;te\‘vardotz his obedience.\s: ! 1
.'There,were betweén these periods iwo inter-
mediate occasions, recorded in ithe :15th’ ‘and
18th chapters of:Genesis—on the:first-of which
the word .of .the.Lord: came Lo Abraham "in'a
vision and promised him :he' should: hdve ‘a
child, from :whoni 'a. great: and vmighty nation
sh'qul’(_il Proceed, which;after being In servitude
400 years:in a strange Jand; should become thie:
lgssessors of the land of Canaan from i that:of
eypt to the,river Euphrates. v On the'second,

vife, 18

the Lqrd; appeared io;him:and. his"
peated the.promise ‘that.they:'shouldvhave a
 Abrahum should :surelyibecome:a

childsithat « A
great:nation 2 and.thit ¢ all.the nations-of:the
eartli should be blessed in him,” ¢ for I know-
him, saith the Lord, that-he will .comimani:his
hoitsehold after him;rand that. they willtkeep
the"Wway of “the :Lord, to do. justice ‘and judg=

7

the second—that the great and mighty nation

son of. Jesus Christ, through whom the perfect

'|sacrifice of . atonement for the original trans~

gression of man should be consummated, and
by which ¢« all the fumilies of the earth should
be blessed.”” : :

I am so little versed in coniroversal divinity
that 1 know not whether ihis.18th chapter

the doctrine of Trinity ; there is at least in it

.] an alternation of these divine persons, and one

not a little remarkable, which I know not how
to explain: if taken in connection with the
19th, it would seem that one of the men enter-
tained by Abraham was God himself, and the
other two were angels, sent to destroy Sodom.
Leaving this, however, let me ask your par-
ticular attention fo the reason assigned by God
for bestowing such extraordinary blessings
upon Abraham. It unfolds to us the first and
most important part of the superstructure of
moral principle erected upon the foundation of
obedience to - the will of God. The rigorous
trials of Abraham’s obedience mentioned in

| this, and my last letter, were only tests to as-

certain his character in reference to the single,
and I may say abstract, point of obedience.—
Here we have a precious gleam of light, dis~
closing what the nature of this will of God’s
was, that he should command his children and
his household after him ; by which the parental
authority to instruct and direct his descendants
in the way of the Lord was given him as an
anthority, and enjoined upon him as a duty;
and the lessons which he was then empowered
and required to teach his posterity were, “to
do justice and judgment.”> Thus obedience to
the will of God is the first and all comprehen-
sive virtue taught in the Bible ; so the second
is justice and judgment toward mankind, and
this is exhibited as the result naturally follow-=
ing from the other.

In the same chapler is related the interces-
sion of Abraham with God for the preservation
of Sodom from destruction ; the city was de
stroyed forits crimes, but the Lord promised
Abraham it should be spared if only ten righte-

mercy was therefore sanctioned in immediate
counection with that of justice. ' Abiaham had
several children ; but the great promise of God
was to be performed through Isaac alone, and
of the two sons of Isaac, Jacob, the youngest,
was selected for the foundation of the' second
family ‘and nation : it was from Jacob that the
multiplication “of "the family ‘began, and "lis
twelve sons were all included in the genealogy
of the tribes which- afterward constituted the
Jewish people. Ishmael, the children of Ketu-
rah, and Esau, the eldest son of Isaac, were all
the parents of considerable families, which af-
terward spread into nations; but they formed
no part of the chosen people, and their history,
with that of the neighboring nations, is only
in¢identally noticed in the Bible, so far as they
had relations of intercourse or hostility with
the peaple of God. ‘ :
‘I he history of Abraham and his descendants
to the close of the book of Genesis is a bio-

them are all of ‘the class belonging to domestic
life. Joseph indeed became a-highly distin-
guished public character in the land of Egypt,
and it was through him that his father and all
his brothers were finally settled there—which

their postetity as & nation, and to fulfil the pur-
pose which God bad announced to ‘Abraham,
that they should be four hundred years'dwellers
in a'strange land. In the 'lives of Abraham,
Isaac,” Jacob-and Joseph, many -miraculous
evenfs are recorded; but jall those which are
spoken of as happening in the ordinary course
‘of human affairs have an air of reality about
them which no invention, could imitate.

*In some of the transactions related, the con-

circumstances of- deep depravity are particu-
larly ‘told of Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah,

actions are’never spoken of with approbation,
but'always with strong marks - of censure, and
generally with a minute ‘account of the ‘pun-
ishment which “followed upon their transgres-
sion,’ “The vices and. crimes of the. patriarchs

{are’sometimes alleged as objections against the

belief that persons guilty of them should. ever
have been’ especially favoured of God; but
vicious” as'they’ were, there is every reason to
be convinced that they were less so than their
cotemporaries’; their vices appear to us at this
day ‘gross,” disgusting and atrocious; but the
written Jaw was not then given, the boundaries
between right and wrong were;not defined with

o1 ignorange.,

ment, that the Lord may- bring upon Abraham _ ‘
that which He hath spoken of him 'y fvom all | settled in Egypt uitil the completion of the
which it is obvious that the first of the promises | four hundred years, during which ‘Goid had
was made as subservient and instrumental to

ous should be found in-it: the principle of

graphy of individuals ; the incidents related of

was necessary to prepare for the existence of

duct of the patriarchs is highly. blameable;

upon which it is necessary to remark that.their

" From the time when the sons of Jacob were

foretold to Abraham that his family . should
dwell there, thers is 2  chasm in the sacred

was to be ‘raised as the means in the ways of | history. We are expressly told thax all the
God’s providence for producing the sacred per- | house of Jacob which came into Egi(pt‘ were

three-score and ten; it is said then that
Joseph died, as did all that generalion ; after
which nothing farther is related of their pos-
térity than that “ they were faithful and mul-
tiplied abundantly, and wuxed_exceedingly,
mighty, and the land was filled with them,
until there arose a new- king who knew not

of Genesis bas ever been adduced in support of | Joseph.?>. - On Lis first arrivalin Egypt, Jacob

had obtained a grant from Pharaoh of the
Jand of Goshen, a place patticularly suited
1o the pasturage of flocks; Jacob and his
family were shepherds, and this eircumstance
was, it the first instance, the occasion upou
which that separate spot was assigned to
them, and secondarily, he was the means
provided by God for keeping sepirate two
nations thus residing together; every shep-
herd was an abomination to the Egyptians,
and the Israelites were shepherds, although

Israelites were sojourners and strangers ; and,
by mutual antipathy toward each other, ori-
ginaling from their respective conditions, they
were prevented from intermingling by mar-
riage, and losing their distinctive characters,
This was the eause which had been re-
served by the Supreme Creator, during the
space of three generations and moue than four
centuries, as the oceasion for eventually
bringing them out of the land ; for, in propor-
tion as they muitiplied, it had the tendeucy,
to excite the jealousies and fear of the Egyp-
tian king—as actually happened. These
jealousies and fears, suggested to him a policy
of the most intolerable oppression and the
most execrable cruelty toward the Israelites ;
not content with reducing them to the most
degraded condition of servitnde, and making
therr lives bitter with hard bondage, he con-
ceived the project of destroying the whole
race, by ordering all the male children to be
murdered as soont as they were bom. In the
wisdom of Providence this very command
was the means of preparing this family—
when they had multiplied into a nation—for
their issue from Egypt, and for their conquest
of the fand which had ‘been promised to Abra-
ham ; and it was at the same time the imme-
diate occasion of raising up the. great warrior,
Jegislator and prophet, who was to be their de-
liverer and leader.. Thenceforth, they are to
be considered as a people,’and their history as
that of a nation. s :
:>:During “a period ot more. than a’ thousand
years the Bible gives us a particalar account of
theil destinies—an outline of their constitution,
civil, military and religious, with the code of
laws presented to them by the Deity, is con-
tained in the books of Moses, and will afford
us copious materials for future consideration.
Their subseguent revolutions of government
under Joshua, fifteen successive chiefs denomi-
nated judges, and a succession of kings, until
they were dismembered into twoseparate king-
doms, and after a lapse of some centuries both
conquered by the Assyrians and Babylonians,
and at the end of seventy years partially. re-
stored to their country and their temple, con-
stitute the remaining historical books of the
Old Testament, every part of which is full of
instruction. But my present purpose isonly lo
point your attention to their general historical
character. "My next will contain a few re~
marks on the Bible as a systéem of morals. In
the mean time, ‘
.1 remain your affectionate father,

Jorx QuiNcy ADpaNS.

1 JOHN BUNYAN.
BORN .1628. DIED .1688.

¢ Who would trne valor sed,
Let him come hither;
One here will constant be, .
Come wind, come weather;
There’s no discourageiment
' Shall make him once relent
His first avowed intent :
To be a pilgrim?

BuNvAR.

John Bunyan was one of the most wonder-
ful men of his age. " His name is familiar to
almost every child. ~He wus the son- of ‘a
tinker, and was born at Elstow, near Bedford,
England, in 1628. His parents were poor,
but they guve bim the best education in their
power. He was early’ addicted 'to profanity,
but finally becume religious,and was admitted
as a member of a Baptist congregation. He
travelled for many years in his father’s gecu-
patioii, ‘which was a'repairer of metal utensils.
He, finally, "afier considérible reluctaiice,

the same precision as in the tables given after- | becamne a prescher of the Gospel: . After pur-
ward to Moses ; ‘the Jaw.of nature was the only | suing this calling for about five years, he was
rule of morality by which they could he govern. | apprehended a8 a maintajner and upholder
ed; and the'sing of intemperance, of every kind | of assemblies for religious purposes, which,
iecorded in the Holy Whit; were at that period
less”aggravated than they have been in after|unlawful. He was sentenced to perpétual
ages, 'because they were in great measure sins| banishment, which was commauted to impri=| -

o o sonment in Bedford jail, where he remained {

soon after the Restoration, had been-déclared

dwelling in the land of Egypt; therefore, the |

twelve .years .and..a-half....During. his_long
confinement, his active mind still found ways
of doing good. He employed himself: in
writing pious works; and in providing-for;his
family.  ‘He:had 'a very_strong affection for
his family, especially for one of _Eiq four child-
rér, who was blind. To meet.these wants,
he employed himself in"writing aid in mak-
ing tagged laces. =~ 7T T

An anecdote is related of a certain Quaker,
who visiled Bunyan in his cell, declarin
¢.that the Lord had .sent him, .but thathe ha
been searching all over London to find him.?
To which Bunyan replied, ¢If the Lord had
sent you, be would have dirééted you here,
for he knows I have been in this prison these
iwelve years.’ o e L
. His whole library, in. prison, consisted of
the Bible, and Fox’s Book .of Martyrs. He
was at last liberated, through the benevolent
efforts of Dr. Barlow, Bishop of Lin¢oln. - He
immediately resumed his occupation of itiner~
ant preacher, whieh he continued to exercise
till the proclamation_of  liberty of conscience
by James 1I. Ilis preaching attracted great
numbers. : o T T

While in prison, Bunyan preparéd several
works. Among them was that singular alle~
gorical production, entitled, ¢ The. Pilgrim’s
Progress from, this World to that .\_vhich‘is_ to
come.” This'has acquired the most extensive
celebrity. ' Its popularity is almost unrivalled.
The Awmerican Tract Societly 'alone have cit-
culated, within a few years,.more. than
100,000 copies! It has passed through innu-
merable editious, and been translated into
most of the European languages. Cowper
has borne his testimony to the valie of this
work :— : C

Oh, thou, who, borne on fancy’s enger wing,
Buck to the season of life’s happy spring, .
1, plensed, remember, and while memory yet .
Holds fust her office, here; can ne’er forget.
Ingenious dreamer, in 'whose well-told tale,
Sweet fiction and sweet truth alike prevail: .
Whose hum'rous vein, strong sense, and simple
style, '
Mny teach the gayest, make the gravest smile;
Witty, and well employed, and like thy Lord,
Speaking in parables his slighted word.
I name thee not, lest 50 despised a-name
Should move a sneer at thy deserved. fame;
Yet e’en in transitory life’s late day,
That mingles all my brown wiih sober gray,
Revere the man whose Pilgrim marks the road,
And guides the Progress of the soul to God, :; -

Before me lies the following fact, which
may be interesting 10 all the admirers of this
work :— " : R TOT AR EERTE S T

A Baptist Society in Londen, called; the
¢ Hansard Knolly’s” Sociéty,” are about pub~ -
lishing” an: editionof the Pilgrim’s Progress
exactly as Bunyan published the work origi<
vally—italics, eapitals, cuts.-and-all, &"The
editor of this edition, George. Offery; Secistary,
of the Society, suggests that the Pilgrim Fa-
thers ‘brought with them’ to. New, England
nearly the whole of the first edition; 1678,
which is now sorare in England that hé'says
he should like to give, twentydollars for a good
copy. The editor thinks.there must have.
been handsome editions published, in New
England priof to 1684. He'inters this from
the following stanza.from 'the introduction’ to’
the second part, published in or before 1688

‘7Tis in New England under such advance -
Receives there so much loving countenance,
As 10 be trin’d, new clothed, and decl’d: with
- gems’ . o
That jt may show its featurea and its limbs;
Yet more, 50 comely doth my Pilgrim walk, -
That of him thousands daily sing and talk) ...
At Jast that hour came .to this saint of God:
which must soon come toall.  Worn out with.
sufferings, age and ministerial labours, he
finally closed his eurthly caveer with &’ ra-
morable .act of Cliristian charity.: ‘He “had-
been long known as a pesce-makeri; He:
was desired by a young gentleman to,become:;
a ‘mediator between him ind. his, offended ,
father. * He cheerfully acéomplished his be- .
nevolent mission. | But, 'in returtiing (o Lon
don,. he was . overtaken. by.astorm.>: He "
reached, a. friend’s,.on_Snow, Hill,. and .was,
seized® with “a Violent fever, which he ,bore
with-gredt ‘patience for  ten days,’ when he

‘| breathed out hissoul into " the hands’of-his °
‘| Redeemer, August 12, 1688, aged 60, It is.

a singular circumstances, that «in;collecting.:.
his works, it'was found that, he had written.
just as many treatises as he Had'lived years I °
i -A correspondent from’ Londonj in visiting '
the Dissenters’: burial-ground;, Bunhill-fields, :
met. with the. tomb . of: Bunyan, . whigh.has.,
lately beent raised, 'Near, it is the tomb. of
Dr. Watts. *The’ inséription 'is coneise and -
simple,  No.gorgeous or’-costly “inansoletun '
ddorns the burial: spot :of :this -prince of <alle<::,
gorists, this dreamer. of Bedford jail.. It is.

enongh that he is the author of the. Pilgrims ..

‘Piogress! " This secures”his imrmortality and .

erects for him an imperishable. monumetit,

The following is.all that:has been”cut-upon

his t‘qrn‘l_):}slor}_g'.,—; T e e
... MR. JOHN, BUNYAN, i "\

| AUTHOR OF THE.PILGRIM’S  PROGRESS, .i.:

© Obt, BL.of August, 1688, /B.60 -




