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MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT

OF THE

RT. HON. SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD, G.CB,

AT THE OPENING OF THE 3rd SESSION OF THE SIXTH PARLIAMENT,

1889.

-

President of the Council (Premier) - - - Right Hon. Sir Jory A. MaopoNaLD, G.C.B, &eo.
Minister of Public Works . - . - Sir Heoror Louts Lanaeviy, K.C.M.G., C.B.
Minister of Railways and Canals Hon. Joun Henry Pope.*

Minister of Customs - - . - - Hon. MackENZIE BowELL.,

Minister of Militia and Defence Sir ApoLpHE P. CARON, K.C. MG

Minister of Agricultare - - - . . Hon. JouN CArLING,

Minister of Inland Revenue - . - - - Hon, Joun CosTigaN.

Without Portfulio - - . - - - Hon. FRaANK SMITH.

Becretary of State - -« - « - - Hon, JoserH ADoLPHE CPAPLEAU,

Minister of Justice - . - - - - Sir Jorn Sparrow Davip THoMpsoN, K.C\M G,

Minister of Finance . - . - - - Hon. Grorage Euras FosTER.

Without Portfolio - - - - - - Bon. Jor~ Josxpe CALDWELL ABBOTT.
Minister of Marine und Fisheries - - « - Hon. CaARLES HIBBERT TUPPEBE.
Postmaster-General - . - . - - Hon, Joux GrarAM HAGGART.
Minister of the Interior - . . . - Hon. Epaar DEwDNEY.

Clerk of the Privy Council - - - - - JonN JosxpH MoGzE, Esq.

OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Hon, Joserr ALbDRIo OUIMET « - = = - Bpeaker,
JonN G, Bourivor, Bsq. - - - - - - Clerk of the House.
DonaLp W. MacpoNeLL, Eeq. - - « = - Bergeant-at-Arms.

Frangors ForTuNAT RouLmau, Esq. - - - - Clerk Assistant.

OFFICIAL REPORTERS.

Gzorax B. BrapLEY -« <« - « = <« - Chief Reporter.
SrxpEEN A.ABBOTT - - <« - - - =

E. Josxrr_DuagaN - e e e e e
ALpgeTHopTON - - « .« .« . . .
F. R, MARORAT - « « « + « < \Reporters.

J,O.MaRoRAY - - .+ .+« . . . .
Tros. JNo. RICHARDSON - - . - . . .

Tuos, P, OweExs - e & e e e = s
Jno. CHas. Boyox - - - - - - -« Assistant to Chief Reporter.

= *Died Ist Aprl, 1889,






ALPHABETICAL LIST

OF THE

CONSTITUENCIES AND MEMBERS

OF THE

HOUSE OF COMMONS,

THIRD SESSION or tEE S1XTH PARLIAMENT or ras DOMINION OF QANADA,

18809.

ApringroN—John W, Beil. CHaTEAUGUAY—Edward Holton,

ALBERT—Richard Chapman Weldon. CrroouTiMr and SAauENAY— Paul Coutute.

AvLseaTa— Donald Watson Davis, CoLcrEsTER —Hon. Sir Adams G. Archibaid, K.C M, &;
AvrgoMa—Simon J, Dawson. ComproN—Hon. John Henry Pope.*
AxNaroris—John B. Miils. CornwALL and SToRMONT— Darby Bergin,
Antigoxisa—Hon. 8ir John S, D. Thompson, E.C.M.G. CuMBERLAND—Arthur R, Dickey.
ARGENTEUIL—James C. Wilson. Diaey—Herbert Ladd Jones,

Assinisoia, East—Hon. Edgar Dewdney. DorcresTER—Honoré J. J. B. Chouinard.

Assinisora, West—Nicholas Flood Davin. DrumMonp and ArTHABASKA—Jo0seph Laverguoe.

Dunpas—Charles Erastus Hickey.
Durnawm, E. Riding—Henry Alfred Ward,
Durnau, W. Riding—Hon, Edward Blake,

Bagor—Flavien Duapont.
Bxavor—Joseph Godbout.
BrauvnarNors—Joseph Gédéon Horace Bergeron.

BxLLECHAssE—Guillaume Amyot, Brary, E. Riding—Jobn H. Wilson,

BeaTHIER —-Cléophas Beausoleil. Erein, W, Riding—George Eilliott Casey.
BoNAVENTURE —Louis Joseph Riopel, Essex, N. Riding—James Colebrooke Patterson.
BorawerL—Hon. David Mills. Essex, 8 Riding—James Brien,

Braxt, N. Riding—James Somerville. FronTENac—Hon. George Airey Kirkpatriok.

Brant, 8. Riding—William Paterson,
BrookvitLE—John Fisher Wood.
Brome—Sydoey Arthur Fisher.
Bruor, E. Riding—Henry Catgill,
Bruos, N, Riding—Alexander McoNeill,
Bauok, W. Riding—James Rowahd.

Gaspf ~Louis Z. Joncas,
GLENgarRY—P. Parcell,
GLouoestze—Kennedy F. Burns,
GreyviLLe, 8. Riding—Walter Shanly.
Grey, E. Riding—Thonas 8. Sproule,
Grzy, N. Riding—James Masson.
o urn—{ B e o e T

CarpweLL—Robert Smeaton White,
Carreron (N.B.)—Frederick Harding Hale. Hazontaxp —Charles Wesley Colter.f

CarLETON (O.)—George Demuel Dickimson, Harrax— { gﬁaﬁ%‘,’d‘z& nJ;?“'

CARIBoO—Frank S, Barnard, Havron—John Waldie.

CHaMBLY—Raymond Ptéfoﬂﬂi_ﬁd. HamiLton — § Adam Browfi.

CnampraIN—Hippblyte Montplatste; { Alexander McKay.

CHARLEvVOLK 4-Bimosr Ofidon; * Died, 1st April, 1889,

CuanLorrs —Arthur Hill Gilimor, “m 30th January ; took seat 14th February, aad sst for balanos

»



vi LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Hanrs —Alfied Putnam, MontMaGNY—P. Aug. Choguette.

Hasminas, E, Riding—Samuel Barion Burdett. MontMoreEnoY—Charles Langelier.

Hasrings, N. Riding—Hon, Mackenzie Bowell. MoNTREAL, Centre—John Joseph Curran,
Hasrings, W, Riding—Henry Corby. MonTREAL, East—Alphonse Télesphore Lépine.
HocreLaga—Alphonse Desjardins. MoNTREAL, West—Sir Donald A. Smith, K. C.M.G.
Hu~ntiNgpoN—Julius Seriver, Muskora —William Edward O’Brien.

Huron, E. Riding—Peter Macdonald.
Huron, 8. Riding—John McMillan,
Huron, W. Riding—Robert Porter,

NarIERVILLE—Lonis St. Marie.

NEw WestMINsTER—Donald Chisholm,
NiooLer—Fabien Boisvert.

Norroug, N. Riding—John Charlton.

NorroLg, S. Riding—David Tisdale.
NortEUMBERLAND (N.B.)—Hon. Peter Mitchell,

InserviLLE—Frangois Béchard,
InvERNESs—Hugh Cameron.

Jacques Cartiee—Désiré Girouard. NortuumBerLaND (0.} E. R—Edward Cochrane,
JoLrerre—Hilsire Neveu. NoeTrUMBERLAND (0.) W.R.—George Guillet.
Kauousasxa—Alexis Deseaint., Onzago, N. Riding—Frank Madill,
Kxnr (N.B.)—Pxe.erre Amard Landry. ORTARIO, 8. Riding —William Smith,
i“" (Oﬁ)'i;‘;mgb“ld Campbell. - OxraRio, W. Riding—James David Edgar.
iNg’s (N.B.) —Hon, George E. Foster, William Goodhue Perle
. — y.
Kine's (N.8,)—Frederick W. Borden, Orrawa (City) { Honoré Robillard.
. Peter Adolphus McIntyre, Orrawa (County) —Alonzo Wright.
Kive's (P.EL —{ P ¥ 3 g
¢ —u ames Eawiu Robertson. Oxrorp, N. Riding—James Sutherland.
Kivasron—Rt, Hon. Sir J. A, Macdonald, @.C.B. Oxzogp, 8. Riding—Hon. Sir R. J. Cartwright, K.C. M.G.
Lauzron, E. Riding—George Moncrieff, PreL—William A. McCulla,
Lamsron, W. Riding—James Frederick Lister. PsrrH, N. Riding—Samuel Rollin Hesson.
Lanazk, N, Riding—Jcseph Jamieson, PerrH, S. Riding—James Trow.
Lanaeg, 8. Riding—Hon. John Graham Haggart, PETERBOROUGH, B. Riding—John Lang.
Larrarrie—Cyrille Doyon. PeTERBoROUGH, W. Riding—James Stevenson,
L’ AssomprION—J08eph Gauthier. p Hon. Charles Hibbert Tupper,
LavaL—Hon. Jcseph Aldric Onimet. 10T00— { John, McDougald.
Lerps and GRENVILLE, N. Riding—Charles Frederick | PonTiaAc—John Bryson.
Fergusoa. Portneur —Joseph E. A. De St, Georges.
Lxxeps, S. Riding—George Taylor, Prescorr—Simon Labrosse,
Lesxox—Uriah Wilson, Stauvislaus F. Perry.
Prince (P.EL)— { James Yeo.

Ltvis—Pierre Malcolm Guay.
LincoLN aod N1acira—John Ch.rles Ry kert.
Lisgar—A, thur Wellington Roes,

Prince Epwarp—John Milton Piatt.
ProvenNoHER—Alphonse A.C, La Riviére,

L'teLEr—Philippe Baby Casgraiu. Queeko, Centre—Frangois Langelier.
Loxpon—Hon. Jobn Carling. Queskc, Rast—Hon, Wilfred Laurier.
LorsiNiErE—Cdme [saie Rinfret, Questo, West—Hon. Thos. McGreevy.
Lunsxsurg—Jumes Duniel Bisenhuuer. Qoesec (County)—Hon. Sir Adolphe P, Caron, K.C.M.G.

QueeN's (N.B.)—George F. Baird,

M arQUETTE— Robert Watson.
QuzEen’s (N.S.)—Joshua Newton Freeman,

MaskiNorGE—Charles Jé1é6mie Coulombe.

MgaanTic - George Turcot. Quexn's (P.E.L)— | Louis Henry Davies.
> William Welsh,

MiopLeseX, E. Riding—Joseph Henry Marshall,

MippLEsEX, N, Riding—Timothy Coughlin, Renreew, N, Riding—Peter White.

MippLesex, S. Riding—James Armstrong. RenrrEw, S. Riding—John Ferguson,

MippLesex, W. Riding—-William Frederick Roome, ResTIGOoUCHE —George Moffat,

Miserequor - David Bishop Meigs. RicaeLIEU—Jean Baptiste Liabelle,

MoNck —Arthur Boyle. Ricamoxnp (N.S.)—Edmund Power Flynn.

MonrcaLM—Olafs Thérien, : Rioamoxp and WoLrs (Q.)—William Bullock Ives,




LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

-

Rmouski—J. B. Romuald Fiset,
RouviLLe—George Auguste Giganit.
RusseLL—William Cameron Edwards.

Sr. HyaoInTHE, Michel E Bernier,
Sr. Jorn (N.B.) City—John V. Kllis,

. Cha I N. Skinn .
ST. JOEN (N.B.) Clty and County { Cha:‘:: Weﬁlelyn‘veerldon.

St. JorN's (Q.)—Frangois Bourassa.

Sr. MaURIOE—Frangois Sévére L. Desaulniers.
Sasxa1cEEWAN—D, H. Macdowall.
SzLriRK—Thomas Mayne Daly.
SHEFFORD—Antoine Audet.

SHELBURNE -Lieut.-Generai J. Wimbarn Laurie.
SEERBROOKE —Robert Newton Hall,

SmMoox, E. Riding—Herman Henry Cook.
Simoox, N. Riding—Dalton McCarthy,
SiMoox, 8. Riding—Richard Tyrwhitt.
SourLANGEs—James William Bain,

StansTEAD —Charles C. Colby.
SunBurY—Robert Duncan Wilmot, jun,

TiMis00UATA — Panl Etienne Grandbois.
TerrxBONNE— Hon. J. A. Chaplesau.

Taree Rrvers—Hon. Sir H. L. Langevin, K.C.M.G.
ToronT0, Centre—George Ralph R, Cockburn,
Toroxnto, East—John Small,

ToxronTo, West—Frederick Charles Denison, C.M.G.
Two Mounrains—Jean Baptiste Daoust,

: VANooUvER IsLAND —David William Gordon.
| VavpreviL—Hugh MoMillan,
Vercakaes—Hon, Félix Geoffrion.

Edgar Crow Baker.
Viororia (B.C.)— { Edward Gawler Prior,

Viororia (N.B.)—Hon, Jobn Costigan.

Viororia (N.S.)—John Arochibald McDorald.
Viororia (O.) N, Riding—John Augustus Barron,
Viororia (O.) S. Riding—Adam Hudepeth,

‘W arertoo, N, Riding—Isaac Erb Bowman,

WartEeRLoo, S. Riding-—~James Livingston,

WELLAND ~John Ferguson.

WEeLLiNgToN, C. Riding—Andrew Semple,

WxLLingToN, N. Riding— James McMallen.
WeLLINgTON, 8. Riding—James Innes.

WenTworTH, N, Riding—Thomas Bain,

WenTworTH, 8. Riding-—~Franklin Wentworth Carpenter,
WEsTMORELAND —Josiah Wood.

Winnipea—William Bain Scarth.

Yare—John Andrew Mara.

Yamaska—Fabien Vanasse,

YarmouTHE—John Lovitt.

York (N.B.)—~Thomas Temple.

Yoek (0.) E. Riding—Hon. Alexander Mackenzie,
York (0.) N. Riding—William Mulock.
York (0.) W. Riding—N, Clarke Wallace.

SELECT COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO SUPERVISE

THE PUBLICATION OF THE OFFICIAL REPORTS

OF THE DEBATES OF THE HOUSE.

Bforagp, Mr. Frargois (Iberville).
CHARLTON, Mr. John (North Norfolk).
CoLBY, Mr. Charles C. (Stanstead).
DavVIN, Mr. N, F. ( West Assiniboia).
-DE8JsRDINS, Mr. Alphonse (Hochelaga).
Evrvis, Mr. John V. (St. Jokn, N.B., City).
Inngzs, Mr. James (South Wellington).

Prior, Mr. Edward Gawler ( Victoria, B.C.)
Sorrver, Mr. Jules (Huntingdon).
SoMERVILLE, Mr. James ( West Bruce).
Tayrom, Mr, George (South Leeds),
Tuprer, Mr, Charles H. (Pictou).

VaNassE, Mr, Fabien (Yamaska).

WxLpoN, Mr. R. Chapman (4lbert),

Chairman ; Mr. ALprONSE DEsJARDINS (Hochelaga),



Li9T OF PAIRS DURING THE SHSRION.

——————

LIST OF PAIRS DURING THE SESSION.

-

On Mr, Mulock’s proposed resolution (Removal of Duty on

Artificial Fertilisers) 13th February:—

Ministerial.
Sz A. ARCBIBALD.
Mr. JONCAS.
Mz. FERGUSON (Leeds).
Mz. PRIOR.
Hox. Mr, KIRKP ATRIOK.
MR, MoOARTHY.
Mr. LABELLE.

On Mr, Landerkin’s proposed resolution (Rebate of Dut$ on

Opposition.
Hox. Mz. MACKENZIE.
Mz. GODBOUT.
Mz, BORIVER.
Mz. FISHER.
Mr. WALDIE.
Mz, PURORLL.
Mz. PREFONTAINE.

——

Corn) 14th Febraary :—

Sk A. ARCHIBALD.
Hox. Mz. POPE.

Mr. FERGUSON.

Mz. OURRAN.

Mr JONCAS,

Mr. MoOARTHY.

Sz D. A. SMITH.
Hox. Mz. DEWDNEY.

On Sir Richard Cartwright's proposed resolution (Address
to Her Majisty re Commerocial Treaties) 18th Feb-

Tuary ;—

S A. ARCHIBALD,
Hox. Mz. POPE,

Mz. MoMILLAN.

Me. STEVENSON.
Mz. WILMOT.

Ms. SHANLY.

Mz. LEPINE.

M. FERGUSON (Welland).
Mg. RYKERT.

Me. COOKBURN,
Me. DAOUST.

Mz. JAMIESON.

Mz. COLBY.

Mr. KENNY.

On Mr. Jamieson’s propossd tresolution (Prohibition of

Hox. Mr. MA ORKENZIE.
Howx. MB. BL AKR.

Mz. BERNIER.

Mz, WELSH.

Me. PREFONTAING.
Mz. MULOOK.

Ms. HOLTON.

Mz. CHARLTON.

Hon. Mr. MAOKENZIE,
Hox. Me. BLAKE.,

M:. LAVERGNE.

Mz. CQOK.

Mg. McYULLEN,

Mr BEAUSOLEIL.

Mz, TORCOT.

Mz. WELSH.

Mz. MULOOK.

Mz. OHOQUETTE.

Me. LANGELIER (Montmorency).
Mz. SORIVER.

M. BURDETT.

Hox. Mz. JOKES (Hslifax).

slinginachuini

Intoxicating Liquors) 21st February :—

Mz. BROWN,
Hon. Mz. TOPPER.
Me. MARSHALL.

Mz. SUTHERLAND.
Mz. DAVIES.
Mz. WBLDON (8¢ Jonn).

On Mr. Watson’s amendment (Maximum Rate on Coal)
to Mr, Shanly’s motion for third reading of Bill 14,
incorporating the Alberta Railway and Coal Com-

pany, 25th Febroary :—

Mz. MoGREEVY.

Mz. STEVENSION.

Mz. OORBY,

Mz. WILSON (Argenteutl).
‘Mz BPROTLB.

Mz. LANGELIER (Quebec).
Mz. BARRON,

Mz, WALDIE.

Mz. DESSAINT,

Mz. QUAY,

Mz

Ministerial,
MASSON.

Mr, HICKEY.

Mz
Mz,
Mz,
Mz,
M=
Mz
MR,

. DAOUST.

. WOOD (Brockrille).

. FERGUSON (Leeds).

. FERGUSON (Welland).
. PRIOR.

. GIROUARD.

. MoOARTHY.

Opposition.
Me. BEAUSOLEIL.
Mz. RINFRET.
Mzr. DOYON.
Hox. Ma. JONES (H.lifat).
81 R J. CARTWRIGHT.
Me. LANGELIER (Montmorency).
Mz. PREFON PAINE.
Mz. BEOHARD.
Mz. WELSH.

On Mr. Laurier's proposed resolution (Fisheries), inh ametd-
ment to motion for Committee of SBupply, Ist

March : —

Hon. Mr. POPE,

Mz,
MR,
Mg,
Mz,
Mz,
Mz,
Me.
MR,
Mr.
Mz,
Ma.

Mr
Mg,
M=,
Mg,

ME.

TISDALE.
MoKEEN.
MONCRIEPR.
STEVENSON
CARPENTER.
WARD.
BOYLE.
BERGIN.
BRYSON.
PUTNAM.
¥E1GS.

. MOFFAT,

CAMERON.
CORBY.
LABROSS3E,
; BUARTH.

How. Mr. BLAKE,
Mg, EDWARDS.
Mz. MULOOK.

Mr SUTIERLAND.
Mz COOK.

Mz. LISTER.

M:. LAVERGNE.
Mz. McMILLAN.
Mz. SCRIVER.

Mg. BERN(ER.

Mz. ROBERTSON. -
Mz, HUDSPETH.
Me. HADL.,

Mr. HOLTON.

Mz. OABEY.

Mg. LIVING3TON.
Mz, AMYOT.

On Sir Richard Cartwright's proposed resolution (Uare-
stricted Reciprocity) in amendment to motion for

Committee of Supply, 19th March :—
Hox. Mz. POPE,

Me.
Sz
S

Mz,

MoKAY.

D. A. SBMITH,

A. ARCHIBALD.
TISDALE.

Gzx. LAURIE.

THERIEN.

Hox. Mr BLAKE.

Mz. LAVERGNE,

Mz. GEOFFRION.

Hox. Mz. MACKENZIE,
Mz. COLTER.

Mz. AMYOT.

M=, FISET.

On Mr, Laurier's amendment (Repeal) to Sir John Thom-
son’s motion for second reading of Bill 4, respecting
the Rlectora] Mthohise, 3rd April :—

Mz, HALL.

Mz. GIROUARD.

Mz,
Mz,

8=

IVES.
DAVIS.
A. AROCHIBALD.

Hox. M2 DEWDNEY.

Mz,
Mz,

RYKERT.
COLBY.

Gax.LAURIE.

8=

D. A. SMITH.

Hoxs. Ms. COSTIGAN,
Mz, MoOARTHY,

Mz. AUDET.

Mz. BEAUSOLEIL.
Mz. GEOFFRION.
Mz EDWARDS.
Hox. Mz. MA OKENZIR,
M. MoINTYRE.
Mz. WEL3H.

Mz. COULOMBE,
‘Mg. BERGEROY.
Mz. YEO.

Mz. OOOK.

Mz. BARRON,



LT 0F PAIRS DURING THE SESSION.

g

On Mr. Ellis’ amendment (s'x months’ hosit) to Mr. Tupper’s | On Mr, Holton's praposed reselation (Oustoms Seizures) in

motion for third reading of Bill 129, to amend the
Fisheries Aet, 8th April:—

Mr. WOOD (Brockville). Me. WALDIE,

Me. MOGREEVY. Mz. GEQFFRION.
Mr. GORBY. Mz. FI3HER.

Mz. OHISHOLM. Mz. PUROCELL.

Mz. TISDALBE. Me. LIVINGSPON.
Gax. LAURIE. Mz. WILSON (Elgin).

On Sir Richard Cartwright'a proposed resolation (Loaa of
1888) in amendment to Committee of Supply, 10th

Agril t—
Siz A. ARCHIBALD. Hox. M. MAOKENZEE.
Mz. JONCAS. Mz. EDWARDS.
Mz. PRIOR Me. HALE.

Me. WOOD (Brockrille).
Hox. Ms. KIRKP ATRIOK.,
Mz, CHISHOLV. i

Mr EISENHAUER.
Mze. LIVINGSTON.
Me. GEOFFRION,

On Mr. Jones’ (Halifax) amendment (Reduotion of Salaries)
to Sir Jobn A. Maedonald’s motion for seeord read-
ing of Bill 118, respecting Pensions to Mounted Police
Foroe, 16th April :—

8 A. ARCHIBALD. Hox Mz MAORENZIE.

8= D. A. SMITH. Mz. EDGAR.

Mz. MOKAY. Ms. LAVERGNE.
Mz. SCARTH. Mr. YEO.

Mr. MONCRIEFPF. Mz. MULOOK,

Mz, OHISHOLY, Mz. PREFONTAINR.
Mz. STEVENSON. Mz, OOOK.

Mg. DALY, Mz, LAN'GELIEB-

On Mr, Charlton's amendment to Sir John Thompson’s
motion for third reading of Bill 4, respesting the
Electoral Franchise, 15th April :—

8z A. ARCHIBALD. Hox. Ma. MACKENZIE,

Sm D. A. SMITA. Mz. EDGAR.

Mz, MoEAY. Mz. LAVBR@NR.
Me. SCARTH. Mz. YEO. :
Mz. MONCREIFF. Mz MULOOK.

Mz. OHISHOLM. Mz. PREFONTAINE.
Mz, STEVENSON. Mz. 000K |
Mz.DALY. Mz. LANGELIRR.
Mz. JONCAS. Mz. DESSAINT.

Mz. RIOPEL. Mz. Dz 8r. GEORGES.
Mz. WRIGHT. Hox. Ma. M]TOHELL,
Mz, SKINNER. ¥a. HALE.

On Mr, Davies’ (P.E.l.) amendment :—
(Bame ag 1ast) with the addition of
Mz, DAWSON, Mz. SORIVER,

On Mr. White’s (Renfrew) amendment (Registration Fee on
Letters) to Mr, Haggart's motion for third reading
of Bill 93, to amend the Post Office Act, 15th April :—

(Same as last) with the addition of
Mz, ¥cKEEN. Mz. WELSH.

amendment to Committee of Bupply, 16th Aprnil:—

8 A. ARCHIBALD. Hox. Mz. MAQKENZIB.

Mz. MoKAY. Mz. LAVERGNE.

Mz, SOARTH. M. YEO.

Mz. FERGUSON (Wallaad). M=. BURDRTP,

Mz. OHISHOLM. Ms MULOOK.

Ms. COUGHLIN. Mx. BECHARD,

Mz. TISDALE. Mz EDGAR.

Mz. WRIGHT. Ms. 000K,

SmD. A. SMITH, Mz, GROFFRION,
—r—

On Mr. Fisher's proposed resolution (Intosicating Liquers in
North-West Territorieg) in amendment to C('_)mgit-
tee of Supply, 17uh April :—

Sz A. AROHIBALD. Hox. Mz. MAGKRYAIB,

Mz SCARTH. Mz. YEO.

Mz. RYKERT. Mz EDWARDS.
Mz PERGUSON (Welland). Ms. BURDETT,
Mz BOISVERT. M:. TUROOT,
Mz. LABELLE. Mz GOUTURE.
Mz. DESJARDINS. Mz. LAVERGNE,
Mz. TAYLOR. Mz. TROW.

M:. HIOKEY. M=. LANDEREIN,
Mz. MADILL. Mz INNIS.

Hox. Mz, FOSTER. Mz OHARLTON,
Mz. LANDRY. M=. CHOUINARD.

Mz. CHISHOLM. Mz. GEOFFRIQN,

Oa Mr. Laurier's amendment (re Steamship Service, B,C.
and Australig) to Mr. Foster's motion to ggnonp in
resolution reported fram Committee of Whole, 22nd

Aprily—
M=. MOKAY. Mz. LAVERGNE.
Mz, SOARTH. Mz YEO.
Mz. RYEBRT. Mz. EDWARDS.
Mz. PRRGUSON (Welland). Ms. BURDETT.
Mr BCISVERT. Mz TUROOTTE.
Ma. HUDSPRTH. Mz. BARRON.
Mg. JAMIRSON, Ms. FISHER.
Ma. WHITE (Renfrew). Me. WALDIE.
Ma. RIOPEL. M. CHOQGEITE.
Ma. LEPINE. Mz. LANGELIER (Quebec).
Mz. PFERGU3OYN (Renfrew). Me MEIGS.
Mz. BOYLE. Mz BORIVER.
Mz DENISQN. Mz. PUROEL.
Me. STEVEN3ON. Mz COOK.

8m JOHN A. MAQQONALD. Sz R.J. QARTWRIGHT.

Ma. WILSON (Argenteuil). Mas. OHARLTON,

Mg, OOUGHLIN. ’ Mz GEOFFRION.

Mgr. WOOD (Brockvillg). Mz BERNIER.

Me. OSISHOLM, Mg D= Br.

Mz. HICKEY. Mz, LANGELIER(MWW.

On Mr. Barron’s proposed resolution (Sale of Timber on
Indian Reserves) in amendment to Committee of

Supply, 23rd April :—
8ir A. ARCHIBALD. Hox. Mz. MAOKENZIE,
Mz. SCARTH. Mz. YEO.
Mz. FERGUSON (Welland). Mz. BURDETT.
Mz. BAIN Mz, Ds BT. GEORGES.
Mz. LANDRY. Mz. OHOUINARD.
Mz. WOOD (Brockville), Mz. EDWARDS.
Sm JOHN A, MACDONALD. Mz. ROWAND.’
Mz. HALL. Mz, SORIVER.
Mz. CHISHOLM. Mz. KIRK.
Mz. COUGHLIN. Mz. FLYNN.
Mz. SPROULE, Hz MoINTYRE.
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On Mr, Mulock’s proposed resolution (Militia Clothing) in
amendment t» Committee of Supply, 25th April:—

S A. ARCHIBALD.

Me. MoK AY.

Me.SOARTH.

Mz. FERGUSON (Welland).
Mg, MONORIEFPF.

Mz. OHISHOLNM.

Mz. O'BRIE V.

Hox. Mr. OOSTIGAN.

S JOHEN A. MAODONALD,
Mr. OORBY.

Hox. Mz, TUPPER.

Mz. ROOME.

Mz. HALL.

Mz. WRIGHT.

Hox. Mr CHAPLEATU.

Mn. MAODOWALL.

8 D. A. SYITH.

Hox. Me. MACKENZIE.
Mg. LAVERGNE.

Mz. YEO.

Mz. BURDETT.

Mz. LISTER,

Mza. Dz ST. GEORGES.
Mz. MEIGS.

Hox. M. BLAKE.
Hox. Mr. LAURIER.
M. BOWMAN.

Mz EDGAR.

Me. McDONALD (Huron).
Mz. SQRIVER.

Mg, OASGRAIN.

Ma. AMYOT.

Me. OHOQUETTE.

Mg. GILLMOR.

On Mr. Barron’s proposed resolution (Duty on Saw Logs)
in amendment to Committee of Supply, 26th April :—

Sz A. ARCHIBALD.
Me. MoKAY.

Mr. SOARTH.

Me. FERGUSON (Welland).
Mzr. MONCRIEFF.

Mr. OHISHOLM,

M=z. O’BRIEN.

Hox. Mr. COSTIGAN.
Mz. OORBY.

Mgz, TUPPER.

Mgr. ROOYE.

Mz, WILSON (Lennox).
Me.JONCAS.

Mr. WHITH (Renfrew).
M. HIOKEY.

Mz. WRIGHT.

Mz. WHITE (Oardwell).

Hox. ¥r. YAOKENZIE,
Mz. LAVERGNE.

Mz. YEO.

Mz. BUROETT.

Mz. LISTER.

Mz. De St. GEORGES.
M=z. MEIGS.

Hox. Me. BLAKE.

Mr. BOWMAN.

Mr. EDG AR,

Me. MoDON ALD (Huron).
Me. OOUTDRE.

Me. LAVERGNE.

Mr. SORIVER.

Mg, LANGELIER (Quebec).
Mz. HALE.

Hoxn. Me, MITCHELL.

Oo 8ir Richard Cartwright's amendment (re Manitoba
Penitentiary) to motion to concur in resolution
reported from Committee of Supply, 26th April :—

S A. ARCHIBALD.
N=. SOARTH.

Mz, FERUUSON (Welland).
Mz. MONORIEFF.

Mz, OHISHOLM.

Ms. O'BRIEN.

Hox. Ms. OOSTIGAN.

Mz. CORBY.

Hox. Mr. MAQCKENZIE.
Mz. YEO.
Mz. BURDETT.

Ms. LISTER.

Mgz. D B1. GEORGES.
Mg. MEIGS.

Hox. Mn. BLAKE,

Mz. BOWMAN.

Hox. Mz. TUP2ER.

Ma. ROOME.

Mr WILSON (liennox).
M. JONOAS.

Ma. WHITE (Renfrew).
Mz. WOOD (Brockville)
Mz. HICKEY.

Mr WRIGHT.

Me. WHITE (Cardwell).
Me. HESSON.

Mz. PERLEY.

Me. SKINNER.

Mg. OARGILL.

Mz. EDGAR.

Mz. MoDONALD (Haron).
Mr. COUTURE.

Mz. LAVERGNE.

Mz. MOLOOK,

Mz. CHOUINARD.

Me. LANGELIER (Quebec).
Me, HALE.

Hox. Mz, MITOHELL.
Mz. LIVINGSTON.,

Mg, EDWARDS.

M=z. BORIVER.

Me. LANDERKIN,

The following paired on all Sabjeots for balauce of Session,

29th April :—
Mze. MoDOUG ALD (Picton).
Mr. VANASSE.
Mz. THERIEN.
Mz. DESAULNIERS.
Mg. JAMIESON.
Ma. WILSON (Argenteuil).
Me. FREEMAN.
M. NEVEU.
Bz A. AROHIBALD.
Mr. AUDET.
Mg. DALY,
Mz. WQQD (3rockrville).
Mg. BELL.
Mz. GRANDBOIS.
Mr BAIRD.
Me. CARPENTER.
Mz. HESSON.
M SMITH (Ontario).
Mr. COULOMBE.
Mr. BOYLE.
Mg. FERGU3ON (Welland).
Me. SCARTH.
Mg. MON JRIEFF,
Mr. OHISHAOLY.
Mr O'BRIEN.
Mz. CORBY.
Mz. ROOME.
Mz, WILSON (Lennox).
Mr. CARGILL.
Me. TISDALE.
Mz. MASSON.
Mz. FERGUSON (Renfrew).
Mz MARSTJALL.
Mz. HUDSPETH.
Mz. MILLS (Annapolis).
Mz. PUTNAM or LANDRY.

Mz FLYNN.

Mg, BOURASSA.

Mg, GAUTHIER.

Mr. BEAUSOLEIL.

Mz, BEOHARD.

Mr. GUOAY.

Mr LANGELIER (Montmorency)
Mz GIGAULT.

Hox Mr. MACKENZIE.
Me TURCOT.

Mz. WELSAH.

Mr. LANGELUIER (Quebec).
Mz BERNIER.

Mgz. FISET.

M. HALE.

Mr. AMYOT.

Mz, LIVINGSTON.

Me. BEMPLE.

Mz, RINFRET.

Mz. DESSAINT.

Mz, BURDETT.

Me YEO.

Mr LISTER.

MR. Da 8r. GEORGES.
Me. MEIGS.

Mgr. BOWMAN,

Mz. MoDONALD (Huron).
Mz. COUTURE.

Mr LANDERKIN,

Mr. LANG.

Mr. ROWAND.

Mz, GODBOUT.

Mr. McMILLAN (Huron).
Mg. BARRON.

‘Me. ROBERTSON.

Mz. EISENHAUER.
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THIRD SESSION, SIXTH PARLIAMENT.—52 VIC.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TrURSDAY, 318t January, 1889,

Tage PArRLIAMENT, which had been prorogued from time to
time, was now commanded to assemble on the 31st day of
January, 1889, for the Despatch of Business, '

The SPEAKER took the Chair at fifteen minutes before
Three o’clock,

PravyErs,

A Message was delivered by Réné Edouard Kimber,
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod :

Mg. SPeAKER,

His Excellancy the Governor General desires the immediate attendance
of this Honorable House in the Senate Chamber.

Accordingly the House went up to the Senate Chamber,
And the House being returned,

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS.

Mr, SPEAKER informed the House, that he had received
from the Judges selevted for the trial of Election petitions,
pursuant to the Dominion Controverted Elections Act, cer-
tificates and reports relating to the Elections,~—

For the Electoral District of Halton.

For the Electoral District of Shelburne.

For the Electoral District of Northumberland, East.
For the Electoral District of Haldimand.

For the Electoral District of Joliette,

For the Electoral District of Hastings, East.

For the Electoral District of Laprairie.

For the Electoral District of Maskinongé.

For the Elestoral District of Simcoe, East.

For the Electoral District of Cumberland.

VACANCIES.

Mr. SPEAKER also informed the House that, during the
recess, he had recoived communications from several Mem-
bers, notifying him that the following vacancies had oc-
curred in the representation :—

Of Cauas. Hizserr TuppEr, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District
of Pictuu, by acceptance of office of emolument under the Crowa.

Of the Hou. Sir Ouas. Turesg, G. O. M. G., Member for the Electoral
District of Cumberland, by acceptance of office of High Cowmissioner
for Canada in London, G.'B.

Of Araawase Gauper, Esquire, Member for the Elector al Distriet of
Nicolet, by decease.

Of the Hon. A.W. MoLxLAN, Member for the Electoral District of Col-
chester, by acceptance of office of Lieutenant-Governor of the Province
of Nova Scotia.

Of Wu. Drrr Prriey, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of
Aseiniboia Kast, by being summoned to the Senate.

Of Jonn Granau Haaaarr, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District
81; lg;!lxluk, Bouth Riding, by acceptance of office of emolument under the

Of Mionas Jossen C. Coussow, Esquire, Member for the Electoral
Dlstnit of Montreal East, by deceage.

Of the Hon. Tromas WaiTE, Member for the Electoral District of
Cardwell, by decease,

Of Jamms Rem, Esquire, Member for the Klectoral District of Cariboo,
by being summoned to the Senate.

Of the Hon. Joserr Rovar, Member for the Electoral District of Prov-
encher, by the acceptance of the office of Lieutenant-Governor of the
North-West Territories.

He also informed the House, that he had issned the several
Warrants to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery to make
out new Writs of Election for the said Electoral Districts
respectively.

NEW MEMBERS.

Mr. SPEAKER further informed the House, that during
the recess the Clerk of the House had received from the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, certificatos of the election
and return of tue following Members :—

Of the Hon. Cmas. HirsgrT TurpER, for the Electoral District of Picton.

Of Arraur R. Diokgy, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Cum-
berland.

Of Fasex Boisvert, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Nicolet.

Of the Hon. Sir Apaus G. AgomsaLp, K.0.M.G., for the Electoral
District of Colchester.

Of Jonx Wawrpis, Bsquire, for the Electoral District of Halton.

Of the Hon. JomN Gramam Haccart, for the Electoral District of
the South Riding of the Qounty of Lanark.

Of the Hon. Epgaz Drxwpnxy, for the Electoral District of East
Assiniboia.

Of Avpuoxnss Télesphore Lfring, Esquire, for the Klectoral District of
Montreal East.

Of RoerrT Smparox Waite, Esquire, for the Electoral District of
Cardwell.

Ot Lieut -Gen. J. WinsurN Laun1g, for the Electoral District of SBhel-
burne.

Of Fraxe StiLLman Barxarp, Esquire, for the Electoral District of
Oariboo.

Of Epwarp Cocrrang, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Northum-
berlend (Ont.) Esst.

Of HiLaez Nxviu, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Joliette.

MEMBERS INTRODUCED.

Hon. Cuas. H. Torregr, Member for the Electoral District of Pictou,
introduced by Sir John A. Macdonald and Hon. Bir John 8. D. Thomp-
son.

FapieN BoisverT, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of Nicolet,
introduced by Bir Hector Langevin and Mr. Vanasse.

Hon, JorN G.HagaarT, Member for the Electoral District of North Lan-
ark, introduced by Sir John A. Macdonald and Hon. Mackenzie Bowell.

Hon. Epaar Dewbpxgy, Member for the Electoral District of East As-
giniboin, introduced by Sir John A. Macdonald and Hon. Mr. Foster.

Sir ApaMs G. ArcHIBALD, Member for the Blectoral District of Oolches-
ter, introduced by Sir Jobn A. Macdonald and 8ir John S. D. Thompsos.

ArpHoNsB TRusarnork LEriNs, Eaquire, Member for the Electoral Dis-
trict of Montreal East, introduced by Sir Hector Langevin and Mr. J. J.
Cuarran.

Roemer SBuxatox Wairs, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of
Oardwell, introduced by 8ir John A. Macdonsld and Mr. N. C. Wallace.

Anrraor R Dicery, Eequire, Member for the Electoral District of
Oumberland, introduced by Sir John A. Macdocald and 8ir John 8. D.
Thompson.

Hiaes Nevevu, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of Joliette,
ntroduced by the Hoan. Wilfrid Laorier and Mr. Beausoleil.
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DEBATES. FEBRUARY 1,

FIRST READING.

Bill (No. 1) respecting the administration of oaths of
office.—(Sir John A. Macdonald.)

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honor to inform the House
that when the House did attend His Excellency the
Governor General this day in the Senate Chamber, His
Excellency was pleased to make a Speech to both Houses
of Parliament. To prevent mistakes, I have obtained a
copy, which is as follows :—

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate ;
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

In addressing the Parliament of Canada for the first time, in fulfil-
ment of the important trust which hag been committed to me as Her
Majesty's Representative, I desire to express the satisfaction with which
I resort to your advice and assistance.

1 afh conscious of the honor which attends my association with your
labors for the welfare of the Duminion, and it will be my earnest en-
deavor to co-operate with you, to the ntmost of my power, in all that may
promote the prosperity of the people of this eountry, the development of
her material resources, and the maintenance of the constitutional ties
which unite her provinces.

It is to be regretted that the treaty concluded between Her Majesty
and the President of the United States, for the adjustment of the ques-
tions which havearisen with reference to ‘* The Fisheries,”’ has not been
eanctioned by the United States Senate, in whom the power of ratifica-
tlon is vested; and that our legislation of last year on the subject is
therefore in & great measure inoperative.

It now only remains for Oanada to continue to maintain her rights
a8 prescribed by the Convention of 1818, until some satisfactory re-
adjustment is arranged by treaty between the two nations.

A measure will again be submitted to you to amend the Acts respect-
ing the Electoral Franchise, for the purpose of simplifying the law and
leesening the cost of its operation.

It is expedient, in the interests of commerce, to assimilate, and in
some particulars to amend, the laws which now obtain in the several
Provinces of the Dominion relating to Bills of Exchange, Cheques and
Promissory Notes; and & Bill with this object will be 1aid before you.

A Bill will also be provided for making uniform throughout the Do-
wiinion the lawa relating to Bills of Lading.

During the recess my Government has carefally considered the subject
of Ocean Steam Service, and you will be asked to provide subsidies for
the improvement of the Atlantic Mail Service, and for the establishgent,
in concert with Her Majesty’s Government, of a line of fast steamers
between British Columbia and China and Japsn. Your atiention will
also be invited to the best mode of developing our trade, and securing
direct communication by steam with Australasia, the West Indies and
South America.

A Bill will be submitted for your consideration for the prevention of
certain offences in connection with Municipal Oouncils, and to give
greater facilities for making ecquiries as to such matters.

Several measures will also be presented to you for improving the Law
of Procedure in Oriminal Cases. Among these will be & Bill to permit
the release on probation of persons convicted of first offences, a Bill
authorising regulations to be made for the practice in cases partaking
of the nature of criminal proceedings, and & Bill to make the Speedy
Trials Act applicable throughout Oanada.

Bills relating to the inspection of timber and lumber, for the improve-
ment of the Postal System, and for increasing the efficiency of the
North-West Mounted Police, will also be submitted for your considera-
tion.

The Royal Commissioners on Labor having concluded their enquiries,
I hope to be able to lay before you at an early day their report with the
important evidence collected by them in various parts of Canada.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The Accounts for the past and the Estimates for the ensuing year will
be 1aid before you. These Estimates have been prepared with a due
regard to economy and the efficiency of the public service.

Honorable GQentlem:n of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I now commend thege several subjects and the others which may be
brought before you to your earnest consideration, and I trnst that the
result of your deliberations may, under the Divine Blessing, tend to
promote the well-being and prosperity of Canada.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That the Speech of Hig Exceliency the Governor General be taken
into consideration to-morrow.

Motion agreed to.
REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House,—The Report of the
Joint Librarians of Parliament.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That Select Standing Committees of this House, for the present Ses-

sion, be appointed for the following purposes:—I1. On Privileges and
; pp 831{ Opn Railways, Capals and Tele-

Elections. 2. On Expiring Laws. ¥ :
raprh Lines. 4. On Miscellaneous Private Bills. 5. On S!.andmg
8rders. 6. On Printing. 7. On Public Accounts. 8. OnBanking an

Commerce. 9. On Agriculture and Colonisation; which said Com-
mittees shall severally be empowered to examine and enquire into all
such matters and things as may be referred to them by the House ; and
to report from time to time their observations and opinions thereon ;
with power to send for persons, papers and records.

Motion agreed to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House,.

Motion agreed to; and House adiourned at 3.45 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Fripay, 1st February, 1889,
The, SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock.

PrAYERS.
CONTROVERTED ELECTION.

Mr. SPEAKER ioformed the House that he had received
from the Registrar of the Supreme Court of Canads, s
certified copy of the judgment of the said court in the
election appeal of Poirier vs. Fiset, said judgment dismiss-.
ing the appeal.

NEW MEMBER,

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that the Clerk of the
House had received from the Clerk of the Crown in Chan-
cery, a certificate of the election and return of Alphonse A.
C. LaRiviére as Member tor Provencher,

REPORTS.

Annual Report of the Department of Public Works for the
year ending 30th June, 1888.—(Sir Hector Langevin.)

The Public Accounts for the fiscal year ending 30th June,
1888.—(Mr. Foster,)

Apnusl Report of the De&artment of Marine for the year
ending 30th June, 1888.—(Mr. Tupper.)
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Report of the Commissioner, Dominion Police, under
Revised Statues of Canada, Chapter 184, section 5.—(Sir
John Thompson.)

Tables of the Trade and Navigation of the Dominion of
Canada for the year ending 30th June, 1888.—(Mr. Bowell,)

Report, Returns and Statistics of the Inland Revenues
of the Dominion of Canada, for the fiscal year ending 30th
June, 1888.,—(Mr, Costigan.)

DEBATES COMMITTEE.

Mr. BOWELL. Mer. Speaker, before calling the Orders
of the Day, I wish, with the consent of the House, to make
the usual motion for the appointment of the Hansard
Committee., The motion is as follows :~—=

That a Select Committee be appointed to supervise the Official Report

of the Debates of this House during the present Session, with power to re-
port from time to time ; to be composed of Messrs. Baker, Béchard, Charl-
ton, Colby, Davin, Degsrdins, Ellis, Innes, Seriver, Somerville, Taylor,
Tupper, Vanasse and Weldon (Albert).
The names are the same as those which have been on the
committee for the last two years, with the exception of Mr,
Royal. It is proposed to substitute Mr. Vanasse for Mr.
Royal.

Mr. LAURIER, With regard to this motion, I wish to
- ask will the hon. gentleman tell the House that this is sub-
stantially the same committee as was appointed last year ?

Mr. BOWELL. The names of the committee are pre-
cisely the same with the exception of the substitution of
Mr. Vanasse for Mr. Royal, who is now Lieut. Governor of
the North-West Territories. .

Motion agreed to.
MEMBER INTRODUCED.

Epwarp CocrraNg, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of East
Northumberland, introduced by Bir John A. Macdonald and Mr. Taylor.

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCELLENCY'S
SPEECH,

The House proceeded to the consideration of H's Excel.
lency’s Speech at the opening of the Seesion.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). Mr. Speaker, in rising to move
the Address in reply to the Speech from the Throne, I have
to ask from this House that indulgence and kindly consi-
deration which have always been generously accorded to
young and inexperienced members—an indulgence and a
oonsideration the more needed in my case, because I cannot
stand on the floor of-this House without having pressed
home upon me the recollection of the circumstances under
which 1 came to have the honor to be here. When this
House met a year ago another voice spoke as the represen-
tative of Cardwell, the voice of one whose public services
were deemed by bis constituency, by a generous and loyal
people, to merit the election of myself as his successor in
this House. Since Parliament prorvogued we have speeded
a parting Governor General and welcomed a coming one;
and I am sure I but echo the sentiments of every gentleman
in this House when I say that Lord Stanley, the present
Governor General, since his advent to Canada, has manifested
his appreciation of the importance of the Dominion, the
magniticence of her resources, and the splendid opportunities
afforded her of building up a powerful and prosperous coun-
try in alliance with Great Britain, He has done, Sir, more
than that; he has shown himself to possess a hearty sympatlry
with the aspirations of the people of this Dominion ; he has,
in the speeches he hes made throughout the country, urged
them to cultivate a national sentiment, and to rally round
the Dominion as the central power; and I think I can con-
fidently express the oconviction that when Lord Stanley,
having served his term, comes to say. farewell to this coun-

try, be will receive the unanimous testimony of the Canadian
people to his earnest endeavors to co-operate with them in
all that tends to promote the prosperity of the people of this
country, the development of her material resources, and the
maintenance of the constitutional ties which unite her Pro-
vinces. The first question touched upon in the Speech of His
Excellency is one of very considerable importance, that of the
fisheries It must bs a matter of regret to every gentieman
in this House that the work of the Joint High Commission,
which met at Washington a little over a year ago, has been
rendered inoperative by the action of the Senate of the
United States. Sir, since Parliament prorogued, since the
very thorough discussion of that question which was had
on the floor of this House, it has passed through several
phases, It will bo remembered that President Cleveland
consented to the appointment of & Joint High Commission,
and no doubt he had an accurate knowledge of the proceed-
ings of that Commission from time to time; and in submit-
ting to the Senate the treaty which was agreed upon, he
used this language:

‘The treaty meets my approval, because I believe that it suppliesa
satisfactory, practical and final adjustment upon a basis honorable
::]d t:ie\:‘st;’to both parties, of the difficult and vexed question to whieh it

a8 .

Well, Sir, after a discussion continming through some
months, the Senate of the United States, by a strict Burty
vote, rejected the convention, and two days afterwards Presi-
dent Cleveland sent down to Congress what is known as his
retaliatory message. Everybody must regret most sincerely
that that message was sent down, and 1 think [ do not
exaggerate when I say that the position taken by the Presi-
dent of the United Statesin that document was an illogical
and inconsistent one, directly opposed to his whole anterior
course in relation tothe question. Sir, it seems to me I am
justified in holding that that message was prompted by the
exigencies of party politics in the United States, and that
Canada was made,on the eve of a general election, the foot-
ball of both parties, to be kicked about for the amusement
of the Anglephobes in the United States. Now, Sir, may
I be permitted for & moment to refer to that retaliatory
message ? It began by reiterating the President’s approval
of the convention that had been shortly before concluded
between Great Britain and the United States. In it the
President declared :

1 fully believe that this treaty just rejected by the Senate was well

guited to the exigency, and that its provisions were adequate for our
gecurity in the future from vexatious incidents, and for the promotion
of friendly neighborhood and intimacy without sacrificing in the least
our national pride and dignity.”’
So that, you will observe, he repeated in express terms his
approval of the treaty which bad been concluded between
the two nations. Then he went on to propound his retalia-
tory policy, the ostensible pretext for which was, to guote
his language, that:

“Tn forbidding the transitof the catch of our fishermen over their
territory in bond and free of duty, the Canadian authorities deprived
us of the only facility dependent on their concession, and for which we
could gupply no substitute.”

That is to say, the Canadian people were threatened with a
measure of commercial non-intercourse, not because they
had declined to treat, not because they had refused to accept
a new convention covering the fisheries, but because the
Republican majority in the Senate had rejected the work of
the Joint High Commission. Canada did, it is true, and
does yet, as I understand, deny the privilege of tranship-
ment of catch, and what is her warrant for that course ?
The Treaty of 18182 Yes, no doubt; but not the British and
Canadian interpretation of that instrument alone. There is
yeot another, and, perhaps, a higher justification of Canada’s
course, namely, the full and absolute recognition by the
United States Government of the right of such refusal. The
treaty concluded in February last year, the treaty to which
President Cleveland gave his consent, upheld every material
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and substantial claim made by Canada under the Conven-
tion of 1818. By that treaty United States fishermen were
excluded from the purchase of provisions, bait, ice, seines,
lines, and all other supplies and outfits; transhipment of
catch, for transport by any means of conveyance, and ship-
ping of crews, until and only when Congress abolished the
duty on Canadian fish imported into the United States.
1f that convention, to which President Cleveland had given
his assent, kad been adopted by the Senate of the United
States, American fishermen would still have been debarred
from the privilege of trans-shipping their catch in bond
through Canada, and from enjoying commercial rights in
our ports. So that you will observe the inconsistency of
Mr. Cleveland’s course in first of all recommending to the
Congress of the United States the adoption of this very
treaty, which provided for the exclusion of American fish-
ermen from the right of trane-shipping their catch, and
then, when the Senate rejected that treaty, turning round
upon Canada and menacing us with the threat of commer-
cial non-intercourse because we declined to allow, in con-
travention ‘of the Treaty of 1818, American fishermen to
trans-ship their catch to eur country in bond. It must, I
am sure, have been a matter of gratification to every mem-
ber of this House, to observe the admirable temper in which
that threat of retaliation was received by the people of
Canada. The press of both parties, I think, almost
without distinction, declared that the course of the
Canadian Government was the right one, and that
we should not, in the face of a threat, recede from
the position we had assumed. There was, indeed, one voice
~ and I presume that during this Session the subject will be
referred to—raised, if not in support of the position of
the United States, at least in opposition to the course of
Canada, I refer to the hon. member for Quebec (Mr.
Laurier), who declared at St. Thomas, some two or three
days after the retaliation message was sent down to Con-
gress, that the policy of the Canadian Government was a
vicions policy, that it was an unfriendly, injudicious and a
harsh policy, and that it ought to be reversed. Why?
Because it was said that Canada, in the enforcement of her
interpretation of the Treaty of 1818, had pursued an illiberal,
vieious course towards the United States; and yet, within
a few days after that statement was made, President Cleve-
land sent down to Congress & message, in which he declared
that since March 3rd, 1887—tbat is to say, through two
whole fishing seasons—*' No case has been reported to the
Department of State wherein complaint has been made of
unfriendly or unlawful treatment of American fishing
vessels on the part of the Canadian authorities, in which
reparation was not promptly and satisfactorily obtained by
the United States.” It seems lo me that that statement
affords sufficient answer to the contention that the course
of Canada, in the enforcement of her rights under the Treaty
of 1818, has been harsh and illiberal. What has been the
course of Canada? She has pressed for the last thirty-five
years for an arrangement with the United States which
would suspend the operation of the Treaty of 1818 and
supplant that by a new arrangement based upon mutual
concession and mutual advantages. The Treaty of 1854
was concluded with that object in view, and so was the
subsequent Treaty of 1871. Both treaties were terminated
by the United States. The latest effort to settle the question
has also been rejected by the United States; and if to-day
the provisions of the treaty of seventy years ago are deemed
oppressive, if to-day they are found to be harsh towards the
United States fishermen and to operate to their injury and
disadvantage, the fanlt rests, not with Ottawa, not with
London, but with Washington and the Congress of the
United States. There is, therefore, no other course now
open to the Parliament of Canada than that of firmly
maintaining the rights solemnly covenanted between the
two countries in 1818; and I am in hopes that the incoming
Mr, WaIre (Cardwell.)

Administration in the United States, controlling both Houses:
a Republican Administration, which, both in 1854 and
1871, concluded treaties that have beem in force,
will regard the position in another light than
that in which they have regarded it during recent months,
and will be able to devise such a basis of settlement as will
be satisfactory to the two countries and promote those
friendly relations we all desire should exist between them,
Had that threat of retaliation been listened to, had the
recommendation of President Cleveland been acceeded to by
ths Congress of the United States, Canada would undoubt-
edly have suffered for a time more or less seriously ; but I
may point out this fact, that while the transit trade of
Canada across the territory of the United States, in 1832
and 1883, averaged about $66,000,000 annually, in 1586 and
1887 that trade had fallen to an average of only $32,000,000,
or to one-half, showing the growing indepsndence of Canada
with regard to her channels of communication with foreign
countries. His Excellency, in the Speech from the Throne,
has intimated that a measure will be introduced this Session
for the purpose of amending, in some particulars, the Fran-
chise Act. That Act has undoubtedly enlarged the elector-
ate by broadening the basis of the suffrage, and has secured
the advantage of practical uniformity the country over.
The subject of the franchise has been debated more
or less since 1885, in the press, on the platform, and
on the floor of this House, and I think it is a fair inter-
pretation of the discussions to say that the current of
opinion has favored the principle of the Dominion law,
and that the only objections advanced to the measare
have had relation to the expense of the revision and prepar-
ation of the lists and the somewhat complex character
of the law. The House has, therefore, 1 am sure,
heard with pleasure the intention of the Government to
simplify the law and lessen the cost of its operation, These
reforms effected, there should be Jittle to cavil at in the
Franchise, for its character is already so liberal as virtually
to confer the suffrage on every citizen who is not a
confirmed pauper, who, in a word, has a stake in the
country’s progress and prosperity and is interested in the
maintenance of law and order. But by far the most import-
ant subject alluded to in the Speech from the Throne is that
in which we are promised measures looking to the improve-
ment of the Atlantic mail service and to the establishment
of steam communication between British Columbia and
China and Japan. There can be no doubt of the importance
of perfecting the chain of communication via Canada between
England and the East, and of making the Canadian route the
principal avenue of the inter and transcontinental trade.
If there could be any cause for hesitation in the adoption of

‘this policy, I imagine it would be based upon the consider-

ation of the expense involved, because it is presumable that
in the establishment of a line of stsamships on the Pacific,
and in the improvement of the Atlantic mail service, some
additional expenditure will have to be made by Parliament;
but I may recall to the House this fact, that, thirty five
years ago, the old Province of Canada thought the estabiish-
ment ot direct communication between Canada and Great
Britain of so much consequence as to warrant the granting
of a subsidy of no less than $220,000 a year for that pur-
pose; and it seems to me that the Dominion, with the im-
mense development which has taken place in the past
thirty-five years, with the vastly increased wealth and re-
sources of the country, is quite well able to stand any
expense which the establishment of this service may entail.
As evidencing the improved financial condition of Canada
in recent years, let me quote this fact, that between Con-
federation and 1879, in the first twelve years after 1867, of
the total ingrease of $67,200,000 in the debt of the country,
every dollar but $6,000,000 was obtained from London by
means of loans, whereas in the last nine years of the totalin-
crease in the net debt of $91,500,000, no less than §13,200,-
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000 has boen obtained from the Canadian people alone.
And of the interest payable on our debt in London between
1867 and 1879, the first twelve years after Confederation,
the amount of that interest increased $2,178,600, whereas
in the last nine years the increase has only been $1,084,100.
That is-to say, our people, through their increised wealth, are
able to carry a larger proportion of the debt of the country
than over before, and to make a larger contribution to capital
account for works of general utility., It is true that we have
spent a good deal of money in the past, largely in conhec-
tion with the Pacific Railway, but, while, when these ex-
penditures were first contemplated, it was stated that the
result would be bankruptcy and ruin to Canada, we find in
the last year that the Government has been able to effect a
loan in Englatd on the best terms ever obtained by this
country, that is, at 95 1-10 for a 3 per cent. loan, thus
placing the credit of Canada on a parity with that of
India and very nearly as high as that of the mother
country herself. This is due to the material development
of Canada which has resulted from the policy of the present
Government. In the Speech from the Throne, attention
is also called to the best mode of developiny our trade, and
securing direct communication by steam with Australasia,
the West Indies and South America. These are countries
which afford markets of exchange and not markets of com-
politibn. Canada has already made some progress in the
development of its trade with these countries, the aggregate
trade of Canada with the West Indies, South America and
China and Japan, havingincreased in the last nine years from
$6,000,G00 to $10,518,640. In order to show the possibili-
. ties of that trade, let me mention that in 1387 the United

States traded with these countries to the extent of $234,437-
000, as against an amount of $10,518,540 for Canada; and I
cannot better illustrate the promise of that trade than by
making such & contrast as this between the two countries.
The trade of the United States, in 1887, with South America.
was §1.56 per head of the population, while the trade ot
Canada with South America was 48 cents per head. The
trade of the United States with the West Indies was $1.50
per hoad of the population, while the trade of Canada was
$1.17 per head. The trade of the United States with China
and Japan was 85 cents per head, and thut of Canada was
only 45 cents per head. The aggregate trade of Canada
with these different countries amounted to only $2.10, while
the trade of the United States was nearly double, being
$3.90 per head. 1t is known to you that we possess the
materials of trade to the same extent, or nearly so, as the
United States. If we lack anything in the way of
natural products it is in respect of raw cotton, but our
facilities for the manufacture of cotton are quite as good
a8 those on the other side, and an instance of this is the
fact that during the past year there have been exported
from the product of the Capadian cotton mills to China and
Japan no less than 12,000 bales of manufactured cotton,
As another illustration of the ability of Canada to carry on
successfully commerce with foreign nations if sufficient
facilities are provided, I may mention that Capada's trade
with Great Britain last year was $17.90 per head, while the
trade of the United States with Great Br.tain was $885
per head, only half that of Canada. That is to say, our
trade with the mother country is double that of the United
States, while with South America, China and Japan, and
the West Indies, it is only half that of the United States.
What we require is improved facilities of communication,
and these improved facilities of communication cannot be
obtained without some expenditure on the part of the Govern-
ment, but the results to ke achieved will fully justify such
an expenditure in the future, as they have justitied the ex-
penditures in the past, in relation to which I cannot state a
better instance than thay the cost of transportation has
been so largely decreased on railroads which have been
agsisted by the Dominion of Canada, We find that

the cost of transportation on these railways is lower
than the cost of transportation over the railway system of
any other country in the world, and the credit of tho coun-
try has at the same time been enhanced by its enterprise
in material development. Various other measures are indi-
eated in the Speech from the Throne, all of them designed
to promote the welfare of the people, to perfect the
machinery of administration, and to provide for the uni-
formity of the laws. If there is not much legislation pro-
posed, we may remember that it has been said to be good
policy not to make many laws, because many laws occasion
much transgression, Finally, we have the usual reference
to the estimates and the aocounts, and it will be learned
with pleasure by the House that the financial results of the
last six months have assured a large and sabstantial surplus
during the present year. The trade of the past year has
been generally favorable. Tbe crops, which contribate so
largely to the revenues of the country, have not been
notably prosperous, I grant yon, but the harvest has been
a fair one, and the prices for nearly all eereal products have
been higher than usual. I quote only one fact in order to
show the steady progress the country is making, and that
is, that the assessed valuation of real property in the cities
of Toronto, Moatreal, Ottawa, Sherbrooke, London, Hamilton
and Halifax, which are the only returns I have been able to
obtain, has increased last year by no less than $26,191,000,
or more than $10,000,000 over the total increase of the
assessment from 1873 to 1878. I have to thank the House
for the patience, courtesy and kindly consideration which
it has given to me, and, in conclusion, I bog to move:

That a humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor
General, to thank His Excellency for his gracioue S8peech at the opening
of the present Session ; and further to assure His Excellency that we
are grateful to bim for intimating to us that, in addressing the Parlia-
ment of Canada for the first time, in fulfilment of the important trust
which has been committed to him, as Her Majesty’'s Representative, he
desires to express the satisfaction with which he resorts to ouradvice and
agsistance.

That we thank His Excellency for informing us that he is conscious of
the honor which attends his association with our labors for the welfare
of the Dominion, and that it will be his earnest endeavor to co-operate
with us, to the utmost of his power, in all that may promote the pros-
perity of the people of this country, the development of her material
resources, and the maintenance of the constitutional ties which unite
her provinces.

That with His Excellency we agree that it is to be regretted that the
treaty concluded between Her Majesty and the President of the United
States for the adjustment of the questions which have arisen with refer-
ence to ‘‘ The Fisheries,”” has not been sanctioned by the United States
Senate, in whom the power of ratification is vested, and that our legisla-
tion of last year on the subject is thercfore in & great measure inop-
erative.

That we concur with His Excellency in the view that it now only
remains for Oanada to continue to maintain her rights as prescribed by
the Convention of 1818, until some satisfactory re-adjustment is arranged
by treaty between the two nations. .

That we learn with satisfaction that a measure will again be submit-
ted to us to amend the Acts respecting the Electoral Franchise, for the
purﬁose of simplifying the law and lessening the cost of its operation.

That, having been informed by His Excellency that it is expedient, in
the interests of commerce, to assimilate, and in some particulars to
amend, the laws which now obtain in zhe several Provinces of the
Dominion relating to Bills of Exchange, Cheques and Promigsory Notes,
any Bill with this obj>ct will receive our earnest consideration.

That we will carefully consider any Bill provided for making uniform
throughout the Dominion the laws relating to Bills of Lading.

That we thank His Excellency tor informing us that during the recess
his Government has carefully considered the subject of Ocean Steam
Bervice, and that we will willingly enter upon ihe consideration of a
measure to provide subsidies for the improvement of the Atlantic Mail
Service, and for the establishment, in concert with Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment, of a line of fast steamers between British Columbia and China
acd Japan; and that we are grateful to His Excellency for the intima-
tion that our attention will also be invited to the best mode ot develop-
ing oar trade, aud securing direct communication by steam with Austral-
asia, the West Indies and South America.

That His Excellency may rest assured that any Bill submitted for our
consideration for the prevention of certain offences in connection with
Municipal Councils, and to give greater facilities for making inquiries
a8 to such matsers, will receive our thoughtful attention.

That we learn with interest that several measures will also be pre-
gented to us for improving the law of procedure in criminal cases, and
that among these will be & Bill to permit the release on probation of
persons convicted of first offences, & Bill authorising regulations to be
made for the practice in cases partaking of the nature of criminal pro-
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ceedings, and a Bill to make the Speedy Trials Act applicable through-
out Canada, and that all sncb measures will be willingly considered by

ua'l‘hrzt. wo assure His Excellency that any Bills relating to the inspec-
tion of timber and lumber, fir the improvement of the Postal S8ystem,
and for increasing the efficiency of the North-West Mounted Police,
which are submitted for our consideration, will receive our earnest
attention.

That we thank His Excellency for inf:rming us that the Royal Com-
migsioners on Labor having concluded th ir inquiries, be hopes to be
able to lay before us at an early day their report with the important evi-
dence collected by them in various parts of Uanada.

That our thanks are due to His Excellency for informing us that the
accounts for the past and the Estimates for the ensuing year will be
laid before us, and that we will respectfully consider these Estimates.
which will, we trust, be found to have been prepared with a due regard
to economy and the efficiency of the public service.

That His Excellency may rest assured that these several subjects and
any others which may be brought bef.re us will receive our earnest con-
sideration, and that with him we trust that the rssult of our delibera-
tions may, uander the Divine Blessing, tend to promote the well-being
and prosperity of Canada.

Mr, LEPINE. (Translation.) It is with afeeling of grati-
tude, Mr. Speaker, but at thexame time with much diffidence,
that [ rise to support the resolution, which has just been
moved in such eloquent language by the hon. member for
Cardwell (Mr, White). With much hesitancy, I say, be-
cause I feel that I am incapable of accomplishing satisfac-
torily the task which has been set me. Nevertheless,
without desiring to occupy the attention of the House for
apy great length of time, I will presume to muke some re-
marks on the matters which bave been laid before Parlia.
ment in the Speech from the Throne. Allow me to premise
by saying that I experienced a lively. pleasure in hearing
the representative of our Sovereign cxpress himself in the
French language with as much ease, with as much eloguence
as an academician could have done. French Canadians
ought to bs proud to see the representative of our Sove-
reign speaking so fluently our beautiful language. He has
sot a noble example which all Canadians ought to follow, no
matter 1o what nativnality they may belong, ip becoming
conversant with the Freuch and English languages, in or-
der that all may work together, with a common agreement,
for the prosperity, the increase, the wealth, and the future
of our magnificent and extensive country. His Excellency
regrets that the Fishery Treaty has not been ratified by the
American Senate. As a fact it is much to be regretted, Mr.
Speaker, that this Fishery Treaty has been attacked, that it
has beeu fought against with so much ferocity, not only in
the Senate of the United States but during the entire pres-
idential election campaign. It was alleged that the
Fishery Treaty had been drawn up in the exclusive
interest of those in Canada, that the rights of the Americans
had been absolutely sacrificed.  Notwithstandiong this,
however, Mr. Speaker, if reference is made to the Debates
of this House, it will be found that our Government was also
found fault with in the matter of this Fisheries Treaty; it
will be found that this treaty was vigorously attacked ; that
the Government was accused of having been too generous
towards the United States, of having disregarded the
interests of Canada, of having sacrificed her rights, and of
having surrendered a property which was one of the chief
resources of the country. Does not such conduct on the
part of the Americans show that the action of our Govern-
ment, at this junctute, was most praiseworthy ? Future
events showed that those who prepared this treaty, Mr.
Speaker, had done so while inspived with & most profound
love of their native country; that they had been most
jealous for the intcrests of Canada This question of the
tisheries is, in fact, one of the most important, and deserves
the most undivided attention on the part of this honorable
House. This branch of industry is carried on to a very
conriderable extent; it gives employment to an immense
population, to thousands of workingmen engaged in an em-
ployment arduous and exposed to many dangers. I am
happy to see that the SGovernment 18 endeavoring to enact
measures t0 protect this vast number of people, by causing
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the treaties signed in the past to be respected. The Gov-
ernor General tells us also that there will be submitted a
measure having for its effect the amendment of the Elec-
toral Franchise Act. This is a very important measure.
I am sure that both sides of this House will give it equal
attention, and that the members on the Government
side will approve of its conduct in thus endeavoring
to improve the law of elections by making it as in-
clusive as possible, while at the same time keeping
out all p-rsons who are not worthy to enjoy the
privilege of the suffrage. During the recess, the Govern-
ment has considered the subject of ocean steamship service.
[he result demands that we should place ourselves in more
direct communication with the countries with which we
have already established relations, Such a course has also
in view the opening of new outlets and new markets, by
means of which ' he trade and industries of Canada will be
greatly benefited, A Bill will be submitted for the.prevention
of cortain offences in connection with municipal councils,
and to give greater facilities for making inquiries as to such
matters, Most certainly such a proposed law will be well
received, for it will ensure a better administration of muni-
cipal matters, and will re-establish |public confidence. For
several years nothing has been heard of but inquiries aud
boodle, and never as yet has a law been suggested to resder
more effective these inquiries, and to allow of the arm of
the law being placed on those municipal representatives
who engage in dishonest practices. Several measures will
also be presented for improving the law of procedure in
criminal cases. Among these will be & Bill to permit the
release on probation of persons convisted of first offences.
For a long time back Canada ought to have possessed such
a law. Many persons who have been convicted of a
first offance and who have been committed to prison, have,
in consequence, become irreclaimable criminals; while we
see in other countries where such a law exists, persons con-
victed of a first offence and set at liberty on probation,make ex-
cellent citizens. I doubt not but that this measure will produce
the same results in Canada. It will not cause you surprise,
Mr. Speaker, if I attach much importance to that portion
of the Speech referring to the Labor Commission. The
laborious and very lengthy inquiry made by this commis-
sirn, is the most convincing answer that can be made to
those who persist in regarding this commission to bsa
political engine. By the creation of this commission, the
Government hasshown itself to be a staunch friend of the
working classes; it has given substantial proof of the in-
terest with which it regards the working olasses, and of its
determination to render justice to all ranks in the com-
munity, without distinction. Before this inquiry, open as
it was to all persons, and daring which masters as well as
workmen came forward to make their respective griev-
ances heard, to pronounce their opinions and express their
hopes, no one in the country had an exact kuowledge, a
positive konowledge, of the labor question. The revela-
tions made betore this commission have excitcd the indig-
pation of all men of feeling, and voices of men of more
woight than myself, have, even in this House, denounced
in forcible terms the guilty employers. It is in great part
owing to this inquiry that I have the honor of sitting in
this House; and I believe it to be my duty to set forth
plainly and honestly the object aimed at by the electors
who have given me their trust. The population of the
electoral division of Mintreal East, the largest division in
the Dominion of Canada, which has been represented
of late years by a very intelligent man, by a dis-
tinguished legislator, by an upright citizen, by a
good patriot,—had no object of an aggressive nature,
when it selected its candidate, Those who are ac-
quainted with our noble workingmen know that they are
absolutely devoid of all revolationary ideas; they only
desire one thing, to live peacefully and honestly on the
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fruits of their labors, under the protection of just and
equitable laws. The workingmen of Montreal Hast, in
choosing one of themselves, had but one object—that of
representing themselves in the council of the nation when
the question of their interests was being discussed. By
their interests, Mr. Speaker, I do not mean their material
interests, 1 do not refer to the question of wages, for
Parliaments are powerless to regulate such matters, but I
mean thbir much dearer interests—their self respect, their
future and the future of their families. It is to put an end
to monstrous abuses, to iniquitous regulations, which have
been complained of for a long time past, that the Labor
Commission hss been appointed, and that the electors of
Montreal East have elected me as their member in the
House of Commons. If is to explain in a public manner,
in the face of the whole country, the barshness of the
laws which affect them in the matters of debts or contraots.
It is to publish to the representatives of the country
the unknown sufferings, the injustice submitted to, the
thousand and one difficulties which the workmen have
to overcome, and which they cannot even oppose. It
is to unmask all these things to the House that the
electors of Montreal East have chosen me as their
representative, I am aware that the task which
has been imposed upon me, on me an inexperienced workman,
is a difficultone; sodifficult that, to come out well, I rely more
than ever upon the powerful assistance, nupon the generous
support of a great number of the members of this House, who
have already yielded me their confidence and have given me
their support. Bat I reckon above all upon the assistance
and co-operation of the hon. Ministers who form the
Government. In fine, I reckon on the good-will of all;
because, Mr Speaker, I represent here not only the work-
ingmen; but, further,all the electors who daring the last
campaign have magnanimously abandoned their former
notions respecting the labor question, I represent all the
large-hearted men who think that the laboring classes
should be represented in Parliament. Workingmen—
and I can say it emphatically, Mr, Speaker —do not demand
any exceptional laws in their favor; they do not ask for
any special legislation which may be antagonistic to capital.
Workingmen only ask for one thing: that is, justice; and
from justice they expect but one thing,—sufficient protec-
tion to place them on a footing of equality with the capital
which purchases their labor. At the present moment,
Mr. Speaker, I shall refrain from speaking about the laws
respecting the protection of the lives of workmen; or
respecting the laws having reference to the regulation of
employment of women and children; or about the doing
away with assisted immigration, which flows naturally
and strongly from the principles of the National Policy.
I think it useless to take up the time of the House in
setting forth my views at greater length on the labor
question ; especially as a discussion will soon take place on
the presenting of the Report of the Labor Commission to
the House. Let me be permitted to say, however, that the
constitntion of the country renders the solution of the
problem raised in the labor question all the more difficult
of solution, as unfirtanately there exists in the minds of our
legislators a doubt about the powers bestowed on the Pro-
vincial Legislatures by the British North America Act, in
all matters respecting the relations betwuen capital and
labor. I hope that daring the present Session this diffi-
culty will be removed and each will obiain the privileges
belonging to it, Mr, Speaker, the Speech from the Throne
acknowledges that it is absoiutely necessary that eertain
questions ia commercial matters should be regunlated by a
uniform law applicable to all the Provinces. [ would wish
that the same thing could be done as respects all questions
bearing on the labor question. If a practical solution can
be arrived at for the first named cases, I see no reason
preventing us from proceeding to obtain the same advan-

tages in all things respecting work and labor. I should,
however, add, Mr. Speaker, that uniformity which I
desire, I do not wish to secure at the expense of the rights
recognised as belonging to the Provinces by virtue
of the Act of Confederation. I will fight against any
measure which might injuriously affect the autonomy
of the Provinces; whereas, on the contrary, I will
support any scheme which might bring the Provinces
to an understanding, either by means of an interpro-
vincial conference, or by any other means which
the House might adopt, for the establishment of a system of
legislation common to all the Provinces and acceptable to
all the Legislatares. The Speech from the Throne, Mr.
Speaker, announces that the Government will present Bills
relating to the inspection of timber and Iumber, and also
for the improvement of the postal system, and for increas
ing the efficiency of the North-West Mounted Police force,
The increase in the efficiency of the Mounted Police will
doubtless prevent the Americans from committing on our
borders depredations, which have been long a subject of eom-
plaint. Besides, we cannot pay too much attention tosuch a
territory as that known as the North-West, which is almost
as large as Europe, and which is destined to give a renewed
prosperity to all the other Provinces of the Dominion,
which, thanks to the National Policy, are already very pros-
perous and very contentel. I conclule, Mr. Speaker, in
thanking you, as woll as the other hon. members of
this House, for the attention which they have given to my
few remarks, and 1 repeat that it is with pleasure that I
second the resolution which has been moved by the hon,
member for Cardwell (Mr. White).

Mr. LAURIER. Mr. Speaker, it is, I am sare, with
more than ordinary pleasure that the House has listened
to the speech of the hon. mover of the Address, and to
that of the seconder. Those hon, gentlemen had charged
themselves with a task ever difficult, under any circum-
stances, and perbaps especially so under present circum-
stances, in & manner most creditable to themselves; and
I am sure it will ba a pleasure to their colleagues to
extend to them their hearty congratulations. The mover
of the Addross has furnished addtional evidence that the
aptitude and inclination for pablic life which are so com-
mon among young men in the mother country, are not de-
ficient with us. The name which the hon. gentleman
80 worthily bears, and to which he so feelingly alluded, is,
I can tell him, & name still fresh and green in the memory
of all the members of the Houso, on acocount of the great
ability and genial gualities of him whom a promature death
has removed from the service of his country. I am sure
that it was with special gratification on this occasion
that the House cheered the hon. member when he
rose, and checred him again as he proceeded and gave
unmistakeable e¢vidence that he was n° chip of the
old block. As to myselt, if I may bo pardoned
a personal reference, 1 was not at all sarprised
at the maoner in which the hon. gentieman ac-
quitted himself. He alluded to me a moment ago in
his speech, and his allusion reminded me that this was not
the first time 1 had met his steel, It was my alvantage, or,
perhaps, my disadvantage—at all events, my pleasare—a
few years ago, to meet the hon. gentleman on the
stamp, in the good old Province of Quebec; and [ have
ever since carried & recollection of the value of his steel,
and this recollection adds to my individual pleasure in con-
gratulating him on his entry to this House., Well, Sir,
although I have listened to the hon. gentleman with
intense pleasure, as I have also listened to the speech of the
hon. member for Montreal East (Mr. Lepine), there is but
very little indeed in what they said in which I can agree;
but I can most cordially agree, and on this side we all most
cordially agree, in the genial compliment which the bon,
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gentleman who moved the Address paid to His Hzcellency
the Governor General. Sir, it is 8 pleasure to state that
ever since Confederation Canada has been eminently for-
tunate in the selection made by the Imperial Goverament
ot those who were to represent in this IHouse the Maujesty
of the Throne, and to preside over our destinies. One and
all of our Governors have been men of distinguished though
different merits; and one and all have left this country
and carricd with them into their new spheres of
usefulness, the respect of the Canadian people, and, in
some instances, the affection, I may say, the deep affection
of the Canadian people. Lord Lisgar, our first Governor,
was a2 man of sound jndgment and econciliatory disposition,
and, therefore, well fitted to render, as he did render, valuable
services at a most critical period of our history. Of his
successor, Liord Daufferin, it is useless to speak. His name
is fawmiliar, not only in this country, not only throughout
the British Empire, but throughout the world wherever the
Enpglish language is spoken. His successor, Lord Lorne,
was algo very popular among us; and it is impossible to
mention the name of Lord Lorne without at the same time
mentioning the name of his gracious consort, the Princess
Louise, to whose presence among us, no doubt, Lord Lorne
himself would admit, was due a good deal of his popularity.
Her Royal Highnees, while she was a resident of Canada,
exhibited very many of those womanly virtues and qualities
which have made the name of her Royal mother dear, not
only to her subjects, but to all those in any quarter of the
globe who appreciate womanly qualities and virtues, ap-
preciable everywhere indeed, and especially so when found
in 80 exalted a station. The course of Lord Lans-
downe was mnot only popular, not only wunimpeach-
able, but marked, it is only fair to him to say, with
qualities of the higher order, Now, His Excellency Lord
Stanley of Preston comes to us, bearing one of the greatest
historical names of England. The name of Stanley is to be
found on almost every page of English history amongst war-
riors and statesmen, and nowhere shining more conspicuously
than in our own day, when proudly borne by the great
Earl of Derby, whose eloguence has long held sovereign
sway over both Houses of Parliament, It has been the
privilege of His Excellency to be engaged from early life
in the public service, and it is therefore an easy task for
him to adapt himself to any position to which he may be
called by the choice of Her Majesty; and it is in no spirit
ot fulsome flattery, but with entire truthfulpess, that I
cheerfully say that in the fow months that His Excellency
has been with us, he has already exhibited qualities of mind
and heart which have won for him the respect and the
sympathy of the Canadian people of all classes, nationalities
and religions. Bat now, Sir, having said so much, it is my
sad daty, I must say, and my unpleasant duty, to leave
these topics and to come to the hard and dry matter of the
Speech. I am sure the right hon. gentleman will agree
with me when I repeat the usual expression that he has
presented us with a very ¢ meagre bill of fare.” I have
heard the expression before; but it is, perhaps, even more
meagre than usual. Of this, however, I do not complain,
beoause I believe that Canada to-day is in a position where
she requires very few reforms of immediate application,
save the great reform of the extension of our trade with the
great and powerful nation to the south of us. In all candor,
Sir, 1 must say that I did not expect even that measure of
reform in the Speech, but I do not despair—and I say this
in all candor also—1 do not despair of seeing the right hon.
gentleman some day & convert to that idea. It is not ex-
pecting too much either, that some day or other he will see
more clearly, and that this great reform will press itself
upon his attention, and that he will relieve us from the duty
and the pleasure of putting it upon the Statute-book. Bat,
Mr. Speaker, if I did not expect that reform to be announced
in the Speeoh from the Throne, I did expect to see other
Mr, Lavgizk.

reforms announced, and I am disappointed on account of
their absence. I expected to see some of that long promised
legislation in favor of the workingmen. We have been
looking for it, not one year, not two yesars, but three years.
It has been put off from to-day until to-morrow, and from
to-morrow until the next day; and this year again it is
put off until to-morrow. We had reason to expect spme-
thing better. It is true that in the Speech tltere is an
allusion made to a commission which has been investigat-
ing the wrongs of the workingmen—which, indeed, are
visible to the naked eye, and which we, on this side of the
House, could remedy, I am sure, withoutany commission, if
we had the power. Reference has been made to that com-
mission, and we are led to expect a report at no distant day.
But, Sir, is it possible that this commission is also
affected with the disease of procrastination, too
prevalent in the present Government of Canada? Is
it possible that the report of the commission which was
to be ready to-day is to be postponed till to-morrow ? The
remarks which fell from the hon. member for Montreal Hast
(Mr, Lepire), would lead us almost to infer something of
the kind, because, from a remark that fell from his lips, I
find that the Gowernment are overwhelmed with the great
constitutional difficulties which attend legislating for the
workingman. MWell, Sir, I say we had reason to expect
something better; and from a special circumstance which
took place lately in the province to which I belong, I had
reason, when I came here —I have such implicit confidence
in the press of hon. gentlemen opposite, which is under-
stood to epeak the truth, and of course always the views of
hon. gentiemon opposite—to expect that we should have
such legislation. Sir, some time ago—not very remote, not
two weeks ago —there was an election in the good county of
Joliette, and one of the organs of the Government, Le
Canada, published in Quebec, under the heading * Joliette
Election,” stated as follows on 19th September :—

‘*The two parties in this county are in the field, the county having

been opened by the unseating of Mr. Guilbault, the Federal member.
Mr. Guitbault s the Government candidate again, and his old opponent,
Mr. Neveu, is the Liberal candidate. The election will take placeatan
early date. The contest will be sharp on both sides, Mr. Guilbault
having been elected at the last election only by the casting vote of the
returning officer. It is, however, said that the chances of Mr. Guilbault
are much more favorable now that the Federal Government have favored
this county with several important works—namely, a post office.”
Bat, Mr, Speaker, was there not also a post office in Haldi-
mand ? It is astonishing the importance which the instita-
tion of post offices has assumed at the present time. Then
this paper goes on to say:

¢“Mr. Lepine is to address a meeting of the workingmen of Joliette
on Thursday next, and it is probable that all the workingmen will
support the candidate of the Conservative party as they did in Montreal
East. As the Goverumentis to propose at the next Session several

measures in the interest of the working classes, it is reasonable to sup-
pose that the workingmen will support the Conservative candidate.”’

I took it for granted, Mr. Speaker, when I saw this an-
nouncement in the organ of the Government that we would
have such measures proposed this Session in favor of the
workingmen, Bat the wily workingmen of Joliette saw, and
had good reason to believe, as the event now shows, that
promises made to-day would be violated to-morrow, and
they decided not to wait till to-morrow to vote against
the Government, but voted against them at once. There is
another measnre, and the reform which I expected to find
announced in the Speech from the Throne. I am sure the
mercantile community at large will be disappointed to ob-
serve that no measure is to be introduced this Session by
the Government to amend the Customs Act. The manner
in which the Customs Act has been administered, not, 1 am
sure through any fault of the Minister in charge, but on
account of the provisions of that Act, is such as to incite
revolt in the commercial community, What do wesee?
We find that, last year, almost $100,000—to be precise, spme-
thing over $98,000—were levied upon the commer-
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cial community in the shape of seizures, fines and
forfeitures, and this amount was distributed almost
wholly, with the bare exception of something like
$5,000, among the officers of the Cust)ms Department.
At present what do we see? Officers with salaries of
$1,000 and 81,600 respectively added to their salaries, one
81,200, the other $2,000, and other officials obtained as high
as $5,000. The truth is these men are making for them-
selves princely incomes out of spoils derived from the
mercantile community, What did we see last year and
the year previous? Merchants had their books seized,
their stores clused, their business stopped at the will of
revenue officers without any prceess of law, and those mer-
chants were forced to defend their busivess and their honor
in the courts of law, at tremendous expeuse. Itissaid that
the firm of Ayer & Co. spent $30,000 in order to
obtain justice in the courts at the hands of the Canadian
Government., And yet these outrages which have been
dcnounced again and agaic, and 1o which the attention of
the Government has becn called, are to be left unredressed.
Well, Mr. Speaker, I do hope that this Session will not
pass without some measure being introduced to alleviate
the position in which this class of our population is placed.
But if the Customs Act is to remain the same —

Mr. BOWELL. It is all the same.

Mr. LAURIER. It is all the same in the way of re.
medial legislation. If this Act,Isay, is to remain the same,
there is an Act which is more privileged. It is the Fran-
chise Act. Every man must admit, even hou. gentlemen
on the Government side of the House must admit, that the
career of the Franchice Act has not been a glorious one. It
would seem almost as if the Government had been ashamed
from the first of their progeny, They had provided that
the Aot should be enforced year after year, and yet, having
put the light of the Act under a bushel for one year, now
they are prepared to amend it. I do not know what is the
nature of the messure which is to be proposed, but I am
quite sure it will be merely patchwork. The hon. member
for Cardwell (Mr. White), who proposed the Address, stated
that the criticism which had been applied to the Act was
simply with regard to the preparation of the lists. It appears
to me, astonishing as the fact may be, that the hon. gentle-
man does rot read the Montreal Gazette; for, if he did &0,
he would be aware that not later than last Monday it con-
tained the opinions of the Hamilton Spectator, of the St.
John, N, B, Sun, and I believe another leading Conscrvative
organ, to the effsct that the Act should be amended—in
what manper? Not in regard to the preparation of the
lists, no, but in the direction of an extension of the
franchise. Still I am confident that the reform which is
asked by the whole of the Conservative press, by the whole
of the Conservative party, and by hon. gentlemen sitting on
the other side of the House, a reform in the direction of an
extension of the franchise will not be proposed, and the
Government will not dare to bring in & measure to extend
the franchise. What is asked by the Conservative press

-and by the Conservative party of all the Provinces except
one, is manhood suffrage ; and I believe the hon, leader of
the Goverrmient, him: elf, would not be averse to manhood
suffrage, because we know he is in favor of womanhood
suffrage. Though he is prepared to grant womanhood
suffrage, yet he will not grant manhood suffrage. Why ?
Becauss of the very reason why we on this side of the
House voted for that Act, because it is & measure of legis-
lation which thould be left to the Provinces and not to the
Dominion Government. Why is it that the hon. gentle-
man does not answer to the cail of the press which
supports him in Ontario and in the Maritime Provinces ?
Why is it that he does not granit manhood suffrage? Be-
cause, Sir, the condition is imposed that it must be regulated
in ao;ordanoe with all sound principles, according to the

views, the methods, the manners and the social habits of
the people in the different Provinces. Those are the views
which were held in 1885, when this Aot was introduced,
Those are the views which all aathors who have treated
that question have developed, and in that respect let me
quote here the opinion ot Judge Story upon the American
Constitution. Speaking on this very guestion he said :

“8o that we have the most abundant proofs that among a free and
enlightened people, convened fir the puroose of establishing their own
forms of government and the rights of their owa voters, the question a3
to the due regulation of the qualifications has been deemed a matter of
mere Btate policy, and varied to meet the wants, to suit the prejudices,
and to foster the interests of the majority. An absolute, indefeasible
right to elect or be elected, seems never to have been asserted on ome
side or denied on the other ; but the subject has been freel{ canvasged
as one of mere civil polity, to be arranged upon such a basis as the
majority may deem expedient, with reference to the moral, physical and
intellectual condition of the particular State.”

Those reasons apply, Sir, not ouly to the regulation of the
franchise, but they are the very reasons which are the basis
of the federative form of government. Why is it we have
a federative form of government? It is simply bevause
the manners, and the habits, and the interests of the people
will vary from one State to another State, or from one
Province to another Province And in all reason, since we
have a federative government, it should also be left to the
Provinces to determine in what manner the franchise in
each Province shull be exercised. No groater evidence of
the statement which I now make is to be found than in the
conduct of the Government which resists the will of the
majority of their organs who are asking for an extension of
the franchise, who are asking for manhood suffrage; aod
though some of them are in favor of that system, y.t the
Government will not grant it, because there are some Prov-
inces—amongst others, the Province to which I belong—
which would not look upon an extension of the franchise to
that extent favored. I am quite sure, Mr. Speaker, that,
whatever may happen, the Conservative press, which
have been asking for an extension of the fianchise
to the extent of manhood suffrage, is doomed again
upon this occasion to bitter disappointment. There
are other measures, Mr, Speaker, which are mentioned in
the Speech; one relatiog to biils of exchange, cheques and
promissory notes and bills of lading, offences in connection
with munieipal councils, improvement of criminal pro-
cedure, inspection of lumber and timber, improving the
postal system, and increasing the efficieucy ot the Mounted
Police, But of all these I bave ouly to say that none of
them will set the world on fire. Toey may bs good or they
may be bad, bat we do not know, and I will not pronounce
upon ihem until they are brought down. They are with-
out importance most of them, and I do not know that they
will have any effect but that of tinkering with the recently
Revised Statutes, and of making up a big volume of statutes
for this year. Now, among the only other measures which
are announced i3 a measure for promoting our trade with
Australasia by means of a subsidy. As to the subsidy
itself I have nothing to say at this present moment, and
we had better wuait until the details of the measure are
brought down, in order tu cee what they are with regard
to the general idea which they are supposed to involve,
viz. : extension of trade with Australasia. [ need only say
that, on this side of the House, we shall ever be disposed
to favor an extension of trade with any part of the
world. It is the basis of our system; it is our very
policy to extend trade. When the hon, gentlemen want to
go to the Antipodes in order to get a trade, 1 am only sorry
that they canuot see the advautage of knocking at the ddor
of our neighbors where they would be sure to find & better
and more extended trade. But, Sir, in the Speech to which
we listened yesterday there is a very novel feature,
As far as my memory goes, for the last ten years we have
never fournd the feature which we see to-day in the Speech.

There is not the slightest self.congratulations which hon,
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gentlemen generally indulge in, as to the happy econdition
of the country, due primarily to their own efforts, and then
to Providence. There is not the slightest reference to the
prosperity of the country, due in the first place to the Na-
tional Policy and then to the good crops, the benefit of Pro-
vidence. Neither the hon. gentleman who proposed the
Address, nor the hon. gentleman who seconded it, indulged,
a8 was usual in former years, in congratulations as to the
benefactions which had been bestowed upon this country by
the hon. gentleman and his colleagues. Well, Sir, I want
ever to be a generous foe.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. Hear, hear.

Mr. LAURIER. Nay, more, I claim to be an admirer
of the hon, gentleman for many camses; and for many
other causes also, if I were to scan his career, I wonld find
reason for blame and censure. Today, however, since his
followers have failed to bestow upon him the praise to
which he is entitled for his policy, 1 will doso. How s it,
Mr. Speaker, that no reference has been made to-day—or
only very slight reference, which was not coupled with any
congratulations at all—to the increase in the price of
cereals ? The hon. gentleman who moved the Address stated
that though the crop had not been a very good one, still
the prices of cereals had largely increased since last season,
Can it be, Mr, Speaker, that the hon, gertlemen shall not
receive their due meed of praise because the price of cereals
has been increased. They have forgotten that the induce-
ments given to the farmers of Ontario in 1878 was that
they could regulate the price of wheat and other cereals by
Act of Parliament, They were not flies on the whee) ; they
knew all the resources of legislation, and if only they bad
the power in hand what would they not do? The price of
cervals would always be kept up, it would never go down.
In fact, after a few years that the National Policy had
been in force, when the boom was prevalent from
one end of the country to the other, their followers
could stump the country and ask the people to vote for
the Government because, as they said, the Government had
increased the price of wheat from 79 centsto $1,40 a bushel.
It is true that afterwards the price fell, and the hon. gentle-
man no doubt was applied to again and again, to resort to
those powers of legislation of which he had boasted while
in Opposition, and to restore the price. Bat still for many
years the hon. gentleman was obdurate; he put it off from
to-morrow until to-morrow, but now at last we have the price
of cereals gone up again. And why, I ask again, ro
mention has been made of this? The hon. gentlemen have
not been accustomed in the past to so much modesty, and 1
want to give them the dne praise to which they are entitled.
Baut, Sir, if no mention of it is made to-day it is because the
farmers of Ontario who at one time believed in those pro-
mises, have seen their utter folly, The farmers have now un-
derstood that the duty on wheat and cereals, though it is an
impediment to trade, though it is an injury to those in the
Maritime Provinces and the Province of Quebec, who have
to buy wheat, and though it is fatal taxatlon, still that duty
is no benefit to them, and they now understand that
the National Policy so-called, in so far as they
are oconcerned, is & mockery, a delusion and & snare.
Snare, I say, and the word is not too strong. It has been
the habit, one -of those little habits which we can always
for%ive, of the hon. gentleman and his colleagues, not ex-
aotly to say that they were the dispensers of the favors of
Providence, but jocosely to refer to them; and a few days
ago, while hunting for some other material, I happened to
fall upon & speech delivered by my honb. friend at St. An-
drews in New Brunswick, on the 8th of August, 1587, and
which it may, perhaps, give him some pleasure for me to
recall to the Honse. He then said:

¢t It is & great pleasure to me, wherever I go, to find signs of good
Oonservative Government. I find & first-rate orop in every p%.rt ot 5?;1-
Mr, LAGRIER.

ada, and of course this great boon ia due to & good, strong, honest avd
patriotie Government We have always tried to show the Grits the
great mistake they made in not supporting us. With Grit rule first came
the Hessian fly, next the weevil, and later on when the Mackenzie
Government was in power, came the Colorado bug Now we have
smiling crops, a contented people and a prosperous country.”’

Well, Sir, by parity of reasoning, if the hon, gentleman had
gone to the vicinity of the city which he has the honor to
represent in this House, the good city of Kingston, last
summer, he would have seen there some evidences of a good,
strong, honest Conservative Government; he would have
found places where every vestige of vegetation was des-
troyed by the sun,

An hon. MEMBER. He was away from here then.

Mr., LAURIER. Well, in the Eastern Provinces and
sbout the Lower St. Lawrence, he could have found other
evidences of a good, strong, honest Conservative Goverr-
ment, in fields devastated by rains. Now, it seems to me
that Providence has forsaken the hon. gentleman, for the
country is visited by fire and water at the same time. I
understand that this unfortunate region about the city the
bon, gentleman represents, which is a dairyirg region, is
now almost in a state of famine, The papers were telling
only a few days ago of a farmer who had to sell two year-
ling cows and a spring calf for $25, and I under-
stand, from neighbors there, that this is not an
isolated case; and if it were not for the railway facilities
we have, there would actually be a state of faminoe in that
section of the country. If the people of that section are
compelled to sacrifice their cattle because there is not soffi-
cient market in that Province, would it not be to their ad-
vantage 10 be able to sell their cattle on the other side of
the line, if we had reciprocily of trade? 1 am told, how-
ever, that this is a bargain which cannot be made by one
party alone, but which requires, not only the consent of our
Government, but that of the American Government as well,
But there is & thing that might be done by our own Gov-
ernment— it could remove the duty on coarse grains; and
since this is & dairying country there cannot be a shadow
of doubt that the removal of that daty would be a benefit
to those people. But as that is part and parcel of the
National Policy, it must be left intact even if it impov-
erishes the farmers still more than they have been impov-
eriched already by the hand »f nature. Bul be this as it
may, the policy of the Opposition has received the
strongest illustration which it could rcceive by those
unfortunate events of last summer, I believe I can
say at least for some sgections of the couniry that
that policy is gaining ground. All the growers of
natural products—the fi-hermen, the farmers, the lumter-
men—now see the utter hollowness of the promises msde
to them in 1878. The voice of the tempter is always sw.et,
and it was the mistake of the farmers in 1878 to listen to
that voice. But as our foremother, Eve, yielded to the
voice of the tempter, we can forgive the farmers if they
did the same thing. But now, after an experience of ten
years, they see that the true policy does » 't lie in the re-
striction of trade, but in the extension of trade as far as
possible I say we have the producers of natural products
with us. The manufacturers are still against us,

An hon. MEMBER. Not all.

Mr. LAURIER. Not all, I am glad to say, and the day
is not far distant, I have no doubt, when all manufacturers
will come to a better understanding of the true prineiples
of political economy, Last summer there was & meeting
of cotton manufactarers in the city of Montreal. I find a
report of that meeting in the good Conservative organ, the
Gazette, and among other things in it I see the following
statement, not made editorially, but by the reporter who
attended the meeting :

“By actual comparison, good farmers’ shirting can be obtained in
Oanada to-day at & lower figure than the same material can be pur-
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chased for in the United States. This is oue effect of the National
Policy and is a great boon to the agricultural community. The country,
however, requires about 600,000 more people in it to maintain the pre-
gent number of cotton mills, but these are quickly coming, as 100,000
1anded on our shores last year.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, that statement has to be tuken with
more than one granum salis. 600,000 is a big figure, but we
have been accustomed in the past to big figures. Year by
year we were told that hundreds of thousands of people
were coming into Manitoba and the North-West Territories;
but these figures, wien they came to be investigated,
dwindled to very small proportions. But leaving that
aside, it is now stated that good shirtings can be manufac-
tured in this country at a lower figare than in the United
States. Why, then, should the cotton manufacturers be
afraid to throw down the barrier which is keeping the
American market from them? Their advantage would be
to have, not only an increased market of 600,000 souls, bat
of 60,000,000, Therefore I have every reason to hope that
not merely a few manufacturers, but all the manufac
turers of the country, will before long be convinced of
the truth of the policy we have offered them. The
most important feature of His Excellency’s Speech is
the paragraph referring to the Fisheries Treaties. The
statement is not as clear and as simple as I would have
desired, and I suppose we shall have occasion before long
to revert to it, when we shall have a more precise commu-
nication from the Government. The only thing I would
say at present is this: It now only remains for Canada to
continue to maintain her rights, as prescribed in the Treaty
of 1818, until some satisfactory re-adjustment is arranged
by treaty between the two Governments. This is & matter
which should be approsched with a great deal of caution
and deliberation. For my part, at this moment, I am not
disposed to enter critically into the announcement which
is here made, but will content myself with offering my
suggestion as to what, in my estimation, should be the true
policy to be followed, As I understand, the Government
Lave determined to fall back upon the Convention of 1818,
and to assert all the rights claimed as belonging to Canada
under that convention., Before going further 1 would say
sincerely I agree in this with the mover of the Address,
that it is to be deprecated that the ireaty of last year was
not ratified by the Senate of the United States. Not that
it was o satisfactory trealy ; on the contrary, it was a very
unsatisfactory treaty. It forced upon Canada concessions
without giving any adequate return, but, in my opinion,
the worst feature of the treaty was that it left open many
of the canses of irritation which in the past had disturbed
the cordiality of our relations with our neighbors. Still, it
was & step in the right direction towards closer relations,
and, though a feeble step, it wounld have met, as it did
meet, with our approval as far as it went, Now, however,
that treaty has been abandoned, and it is proposed to
revert to the enforcement of the Convention of 1818, The
only suggestion 1 would offer to the Government, approach-
ing this question, not critically, not in any partisan spirit,
would be that the Government should not be too hasty in
adopting such a policy, but that perhaps it would be
prudent on their part to wait until the month of March,
when the new Administration is to come into power, and
then ascertain how far they are prepared to meet our views.
We must remember this, also, that although we have con-
tended for a certain interpretation of the treaty, and al-
though we have claimed to enforce rights under that
ireaty, we have also to a certain extent admitted,
by the fact that we became party to the nego-
tiatton of a new treaty, that there were causes
for considering the possibility of entering into new arrange-
ments as far as our rights were concerned. We have thus
admitted that the contention of the Americans that our
views of the treaty are antiquated is, to some extent, true.
The American statesmen say that our interpretation of the

treaty is antiquated. That may or may not be the case,
but, if it be antiquated, it would be more logical, and more
friendly as well, on their part, to make that representation
when it can be coupled with an offer to negotiate a new
treaty., I know that the position of our Government in
that respect is not a facile one; I know that it is full of
difficulties, and I recognise all those difficulties, but it would
be, in my judgment, the part of prandence to enforoe our
rights, when our rights are to be enforced, with as gentle a
hand as possible. I have stated elsewhere that the rela- -
tions between the two countries have not been satisfactory.
The hon. gentleman who moved the Address stated that I
had taken an exceptional position on that question. Nay,
the position which I took was the position always held by
the Liberal party, that it was fair, right and just that our
views of the treaty should be enforced; still, there were
some acts which had been done by us which could not be
condoned. Whatever you may say, when men are sent
back in distress to sea and refused provisions, there are no
mere technicalities which would force me to approve such an
act. Isay that this treatment cannot be condoned, and
it was this treatment which I denounoced last summer, As
I said & moment ago, those were my views then and they
are mine now, but I do not intend to enter oritically upon
that question to-day. We shall have occasion to do so at &
later day when we will have more complete communication
from the Government on the subject. The ounly thing I
have to say at present is this, that the whole subject, in my
judgment, should be approached in as friendly a spirit as
possible. There are those among us who believe that a
triendly act towards the American nation is an unfriendly
act to Canada and to England. Such is not my view, My
view, on the contrary, is that every act of friendship done
by Canada to the United States is a good service to Eng-
land. My hon, friend from Oxford (Sir Richard Cart.
wright), in the most admirable speech which he delivered
some time ago in Ingersell, elaborated the idea, at great
length, that England would never have any better aily
than the great Republic to the south of ue, and it must
strike everybody that if to-day or to-morrow England were
entangled, as she may be any moment, in a continental war,
ber strength would be ten-fold, if she could depend upon
the moral sympathy—I say, moral sympathy alone—not
only of her colonies but even of the great American Re-
public; and if I were to speak my whole mind on the sub-
jeot, I would say that any act done anywhere which wouid
increase the friendship among the branches of the Anglo-
Saxon family the world over is a step forward in the
civilisation of the world. Further, I will not say to-day.
We are not many on this side of the House, not as many as
we should be for the good of the country, but few as we are
we intend to do the best we can for the country ; and though
we shall exercise in a perfectly free spirit our right to criti-
cise the acts of the Government, we shall at the same time
do our best to accelerate the business of the country.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I can congratulate the
House and the country on the very kindly and good-natared
manner in which my hon. friend, the leader of the Opposi-
tion, has addressed the House. That has always, however,
I am free to admit, been his course both before aud since
he assumed the responsible position which he now holds,
and I hope and believe the tone which he has adopted will
be followed not only by his own friends, but by those who
are opposed to him politically, and that while we may agree
to disagree on many points of public policy, we will forget
all the old acerbities and continue, during this Session, the
kindly, the parliamentary tone which my hon. friend bhas
adopted. I can heartily agree with my hon. friend in the
cordial and graceful compliments which he has paid to the
mover and seconder of this Address. I shall say no more,

leaving it to this House and the readers of the Debates, to
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consider the compliment given by my hon. friend a3 jast
and well deserved. My hon. friend has, in a very good-
natured manner criticised the speech. He says it will not
set thv world on fire, Well, we do not want to set the world
on fire; and I do not believe my hon. friend, although he
raises that objection, is much of a fire-eater except, perhaps, in
the far North-West, so that I do not think this objection will
be taken to heart by the hon. gentlemen who sit behind me
My hon. friend, however, complains that there is a vory
meagre bill of fare, but I, as leader of the Government,
considered myself in a delicate position, and in settling this
meagre bill of fare, I considered the weak digestion of hon.
gentlémen opposite. Milk for babes and strong meat for
men, you know. My hon, friend opposite isstill in the infancy
of his political position, and consequently we have kept the
diet down so as suit his digestion. My hon. friend is very
much pleased to observe in the Speech that there is an
announcement of the extension of trade to all parts of the
world, even to the Antipodes. He says he is willing that
we should extend our trade to Australasia, to South America,
or to New Zealand, but he says, why do you not extend your
trade to the near south ? The hon, gentleman knows why
we do not extend our trade to the south. He knows full
well that the reason is that they will not allow us to do so.
We wonld be willing 10 do 80 ; we have been always anxious
todoso. From 1854 to the present moment Canada has
shown her readiness to enter into the most friendly rela-
tions—into the most friendly commercial and social rela-
tions—with the United States; but they will not have us,
except, perhaps, at a price that we do not choose to give.
The hor. gentleman himself, T think, would not cffer to
give that price if he stood where I do. It has been avnoun-
ced by leading men in the United States, by men who will
in the future, perhaps in the near tuture, govern the politi-
oal course of the United Siates, that we shall have no
extension of intercourse with the United States unless we
are content Lo sell our heritage for a mess of pottage, unless
wo choose we give up our allegiance to our Sovereign and
to change our proud position as a member of the greatest
Empire the world ever saw, and to become a mere outskirt
of the neighboring Republic. I know that the hon, gentle-
man himself would not pay that price, and, unless we do
psy that price, our hopes of the exiemsion of trade
to the south cannot ba satisfied, and the project of
commercial union, I think, must be dropped in silence.
The hon. gentleman ssid that, although I have been hope-
lersly wrong in my political economy, he hopes to see that,
by-and-bye, I may change my opinion. Well, I like power;
Llike place; 1 like my present position, AllI can say is
that I believe that moment I adopted the hon. gentleman’s
advice and changed my opinions and my course in regard to
the commerocial and fiscal policy of Canada, I would have
to give up all I like, and assume the position of the hon
gentieman opposite, I am in no hurry to do that, and uatil
he and his friends, with all their ability, can induce the
electors of Canada to change their fixed opiniors on
that point, I am not likely to change mine, or to change
my course. The hon. gentleman deplored that, among the
many omissions in the Speech, there is not a single word
about the protection of the rights of the workingman., Mr.
Speaker, if we had introduced measures such as he would
indicate, the course of the hon. gentlemen opposite would
at once be to declare that we were treading on the jurisdic-
tion of the Provincial Legislatures. We have heard that
ory before in this House, We have heard, when measures
relating to the position of the workingmen and the laws
affecting them were introduced, that the different Provinces
could deal with these subjects and had full power to deal
with them. However, 1 believe that we have certain powers
here in regard to that matter, and that the Provincial
Legislatures have certain powers also; and, whenever the
tequga is_obtained from this Commission which the hon.
ir JouN A. MaopoNALD,

gentleman spoke of in rather a disparaging tome—1
really do not know why—I tihink tkis House will
receive sufficient instruction as to the subjects dealt
with by that Commission, .in regard to the maurer
in which the position and states of the working-
men can be immroved, to enable it to tske up the
subject with full knowledge of all the grievances, or alleged
grievances, of the workingmen, and will be able with that
information to do whatever is necessary by legislation to
improve their position. The hon. gentleman also complains
that there is no announcement that there is going to be an
alteration in the Customs laws and he specially complains
of the sufferings of the mercantile community. Well, 1
think the commercial commaunity can take care of them-
selves, and if the law relating to the Customs or to the~
administration of the Customs presses unduly on the com-
mercial body, they will let this House and the country
know it. But where do we find any complaint from the
commercial people in regard to this matter ? Where do
we find any petitions from Boards of Trade ar Chambers of
Commerce laying their grievances on this Table and calling
the attention of Parliament to the wrongs which they
suffer under the Customs law? Of course, that law is
a stringent law. It would be no law at ail fit for tke
purpose if it were mnot stringent, The wiles of the
smuggler and the dishonest trader are dark, and those men
have to be watched clorely. When we adopted the system of
protecting the manufactares of this country, we were obliged
to make the law under which that protection was given effi.
cient, and in order to do that we had to pass & stringent
Customs law, or the whole policy would be nugatory, We
know what false invoices are, we know what the devices of
dishonest trader are. We know the Protean changes of
action which the dishonest trader adopts for the purpose of
evading the law, and, notwithstanding our protective
system, of making this practically a free trade country. Sir,
whenever the commercial men of this country feel that the
law is doing them wrong, they will let us know it, but the
law is for the protection of the honest trader, of the honest
man who pays tho full duty according to an honest invoice
on the articles which he imports, and he is to be protected
against the smuggler and the dishonest tradesman who
make false statements, false affidavits, and undersell the
honest trader, and so prevent his having the fair protection
which is afforded by the strict enforcement of the law.
Oh, yes, the honest men of the country, the honest com-
mercial men, do not complain of this law. The smuggler
does, the dishonest man does; the man into whose ware-
house the Custom house officer walks and finds the smug:
gled article, finds out the frand and finds out the double
invoice on looking at the books of the dishonest
trader— all such men complain ; but the honest trader recog-
nizes the necessity of a stringent law, and I believe among
the commercial community of Canada, there is no man
standing higher than my hon. friend the Miuister of Customs,
for the manner in which he has carried out the law and
protected the hounest man against the smuggler and the
swindler, The hon.gentleman says that there is one other
omission in the Speech, that we have not congratmlated
ourselves upon the happy state of the country, and that we
have not inserted into His Excellency’s Speech a clause
which may be laudatory of ourselves and of our adminis-
tration. There is no necessity, Mr. Speaker, to praise
ourselves —the country does that for us. The hon, gentle-
man says of his following: *“ We are a small boly.” Why
are they a small body ? Because the country does not give
them the same complimentary confidence that it does to us,
The hon, gentleman knows that under the dome of St. Paul’s
in London, there is a celebrated epitaph to Sir Christopher
Wren: Si monumentum requiris, circumspice—* if you seek
for » monument, look around youn”—at this magnificent
building. We say the same thing in a humble spirit:
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Look around at the prosperity of this country, look at the
undiminished confidence in us of the people of Canada from
one end to the other. That is our best monument, aud I
expect by-and-bye 1o see something of that kind inscribed
on my tombstope, ‘

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). He will see his own tomb-
stone.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I will be locking down
upon my tombstone; [ will be looking dewn upon the Con-
servative msjority, which I shall leave in such gool heart
and spirit that they will carry on the traditions that have
guided them since 1854, and especially since 1878.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell), In the same grave yard.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. My hon. friend is rather
inconsistent in his remarks about the Fishery question. I
quite agree with him that we must be exceedingly cautious
in all that is said in this House or in Parliament at present.
In the present.state of the relations between the United
States and Canada, and England, as the paramount power, it
will be exceedingly unwise if, by any hurried or false step,
we shoul i intensify the critical position of that question. I
think my hon. friend will admit that on that question, at all
events, “ to-morrow " is a good cry. My hon. friend regrets
greatly that that trcaty was not ratified. To be sure, it was
declared last Session to be a very unsatisfactory treaty. Yes;
I do not remember whether he himself spoke against it, but
those who are surrounding him spoke very strongly against
tha treaty as giving up everything— giving up a great deal
too much, at all events, wiihout gelling apy concessions
whatever, 1 think the hon. gentleman took that line when
the Bill for ratifying the treaty was before the House. Now
the hon. gentleman says, unsatisfactory as it was, becanse it
gave up Canadian rights which onght not to be given np, and
without sufficient compensation—now, he says, we must be
very oautious, and that we must not adhere to these anti.
quated claims, that we must deal with this subject denovo, asit
were ; that the true way, in fact, to settle with the United
States is to forget the old Convention of 1818, and with the
spirit of amity, and the spirit of increased friendship, and
with the spirit of further concession, we should endeavor to
settle this question. The hon, gentleman has just said that
the trealy conceded too much, but hLe advises us now to be
very caatious, to go slow, and by new concessions, by new
«xhibitions of friendship, to try to induce the United States
to make some treaty with us. Mr. Speaker, we ought not to
be drawn, and I am giad to see tbat the houn. gentleman
does not desire that we should be drawn, into a discussion
of that subject now., The fishing season is over, it i«
mid-winter now ; and when the spring season commences,
a8 the hon. gentleman said, there will be a new President
in the United States, a new government; and I am very
bhappy to krnow that in any arrangement which may
be made wich the United States in the near {future
the question will not be embarrassed in the fact of
the President, the head of the executive, being unsup-
ported by the Senate, the paramount branch of that
execulive. We have no right or reason to suppose that
ithe Government, when it comes in, will be less friendly
1o England or Canada than the outgoing one; we have
no reason to suppose that they will not be as anxious or
desirous of entering into negotiations for removing any
cause that may exist of disturbing the amity between
Canada and the United States. We have the satisfaction
of knowing and believing that if any arrangement is come
to between the President of the United States and England,
on this question, it will in all probability receive the sup-
port of the Senate of the United States, which is politically
iu accord with the incoming President, Mr. Spesaker, I
shall say no more. I again repeat my congratulations to
my hon. friend on the tone he has adopted, and my hope

and belief that we will get on very well doring the Session,
and although we may not set the world on fire, that, with
his assistance, and with bis candid criticism, we will pass a
number of useful Bills which will tend to the development
and the progress of our beloved Canada,

Paragraphs one to fourteen agreed to.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONAULD moved:

That the said resolutions be referred to a Sele ct Committee composed
of Sir Hector Langevin. Mr. White, Mr. Lépine and the mover, to pre-
g:sre and report the draft of an Address in answer to the Speech of His

xcellency the Governor (eneral to both Houses of Parliament.

Motion agreed to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, from the Committee, re-
ported the draft of an Address. which was read the first and
second time and ordered to be engrossed, aud to be pre-
sented to His Excellency by such members of the House as
are of the honorable the Privy Counoil. ‘

SUPPLY.
Mr. FOSTER moved :

That this House will, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into 8 Qommit
tee to consider of a Supply to be granted to Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to.
WAYS AND MEANS.
Mr. FOSTER moved :

That this House will, on Tueaday next, resolve itself into a Committee
to consider of the Ways and Means for raising a Sapply to be grant.d to
Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and House adjourned at 5.25 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Monpay, 4th Febroary, 1889,
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PraYERs.
MEMBERS INTRODUCED.

JorN WarLpie, Eequire, Member for the Electoral District of Halton,
introduced by Sir Richard Cartwright and Mr. Paterson (Brant).

ArpaONs® A. O. LaRIvikre, Member for the Electoral District of
Provencher, introduced by Mr. McDowall and Mr. Joncas.

REPORTS,
Report of the Department of Militia and Defence for the
year ending 31st December, 1888.—(Sir Adolphe Caron.)
Annual Report of the Auditor General for the fiscal year
ending 20th June, 1888.— (Mr. Foster.)
FIRST READINGS,
Bill (No.2) to permit foreign vessels to aid vessels
wrecked ordisabled in Canadian waters.—(Mr.Kirkpatrick.)

Bill (No. 6) to prevent the practice of fraud by tree
eddlers ard commission men in the sale of nursery stock.
—(Mr, Boyle)

PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS,

Mr. BROWN moved for leave to introduce Bill (No. 3)
to make further provision as to the prevention of cruelty to
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animals, and to amend chapter 172 of the Revised Statutes
of Canada, intituled “An Act respecting Cruelty to
Animals.”

Some hon. MEMBERS Explain.

Mr. BROWN. Iam prepared to explain the nature of
the Bill, but perhaps it would be more convenient to the
House to explain at a later stage.

Some hon, MEMBERS. Now.

Mr, BROWN. As it seems to be the desire of some hon.
members that I should explain the nature of the Bill, 1
dosire, in very few words, 1o say that the object is to prevent
cruelty to animals, not already provided for by law, such as
cock-fighting and dog-fighting, but mainly the eruel sport of
trap-shooting, where pigeons and small birds are often con-
fined in boxes in cold weather for the sake of enabling men
to engage in this sport, ostensibly for practice in shooting,
when they could have every opportunity of distinguishing
themselves in that partioular by the use of clay pigeons
without cruelty to innoceut birds. I am wsure I have the
sympathy and support of a large majority of the members
of this House in introducing this measare, I know that
I am sustained by all the humane societies of the Dominion
of Canada, and I hope that when this measure comes to be
discussed, as it will be at a later stage of its progress, the
strong sympathy of this Hoase will be given inits support
I am certain that there is no education so demoralising for
the young as that which leads them to treat with indiffer-
ence any kind of cruelty to dumb animals,

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

ELECTORAL FRANCHISE,

Sir JOHN THOMPSON moved for leave to introduce Bill
(No.4) farther to amerd the Revised Statutes, chapter 5, re-
specting the Electoral Franchise, He said: I will merely call
attention to a few of the features of this measure, and will
explain it more fully at a later stage. It is eubstantially
the same Bill as was introduced last Session at an advanced
period and deferred until this year, partly because the time
at the disposal of the House did not warrant the taking up
of the Bill, and partly because the printing of the lists was
being proceeded with in the Government Bureau; and the
Bill was unnecessary until this year in so far as it would
apply to the lists being printed. The scheme proposed by
this Bill for the revision of the lists is that, immediately after
the 1st of June, the revising officer, availing himself of the
sources of information to which he is directed to rcfer by
the present statute—the electoral lists, the assessment rolls,
and information of that kind—is to proceed with his re-
vision, and he is to make supplementary lists of voters and
of the names to be struck off the voters’ lists—the supple-
mentary lists giving the corrections—the additions to, and
the subtractions from the list as sent to him from the Gov-
ernment printing office, These supplementary lists are to
be sent to the Queen’s Printer and printed and returned to
the revising officer. The officer is then to post them
up and fix a day when all parties interested shall be
heard. Then the revision is to take place by inserting
the corrections which are made in the list in the Govern-
ment printing office. The supplementary lists having in
that way been fixed by the revising officer, are to be sent
to the Queen’s Printer, and the whole list is finally to
be struck off and distributed in the manuer provided by the
present Act. Amnother provieion of the Bill is that the
list, as then established, is to be final as to the qualification
of voters, and & further provision is that thepolling districts
shall be sub-divided, so that from time to time they shall
not exceed 250 voters in all. The present statute says 300.
In addition to that, the form of the list of voters is simpli-
fied very materially, so as to curtail expense, ‘

Motion agreed to,and Bill read the first time,
Mr, Browx,

BILLS OF EXCHANGE. CHEQUES AND PROMIS-
SORY NOTES.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON moved for leave to introduce
Bill (No. 5) relating to bills of exchange, cheques and
promissory notes. He said: The object of this Bill is to
render uniform ‘in almost every particular the laws
throuzhout the Dominion with respect to these contracts.
The law under this Bill will be uniform in every par.
ticular, except as regards statutory holidays, in
respect of which special provision is to be made as re-
guards the Province of Quebec. I may say that the Bill is
principally the codification of the existing law relating to
bills, cheques and promissory notes, and that the changes
which are made in our law on these snbjeots are in the direc-
tion of making it unitorm with the English Statute law. The
changes thus made will render our law similar to the Eng-
lish law, excepting in two or three unimportant particulars,
and the principal one of these is the preservation of the
present system of payment when the last day of grace falls
on a Sunday or statutory holiday. Our existing provision
is that in such a case, the bill or note shall be payable on the
following day, while under the English statute it is payable
the preceding day. In that respect, this Bill proposes to
cortinue our present system. I may mention, briefly, for
the information of the House, the alterations in the common
law which the Bill proposes to make, The firstis that:

‘*Unless the contrary appear on the face of the bill, the holder may
treat it as an inland bill.’

T presume it will be more convenient to the House that I
should merely mention the changes without making any
comments or entering into any explanations. The next is
that :

‘% A bill may be made payable to two or more payees jointly, or it
may be made payable in the alternative to one of two, or one or some ot
several payees. A bill may also be made payable to the holder of an
office for the time being.”’

The next feature of that kind in the Bill is that: -

‘% When a bill contains words prohibiting tranafer, or indicating an
intention that it should not be transferable, it is valid as between the
parties thereto, but is not negotiable.

¢“A bill is payable to bearer which is expressed to be so payable, or
on which the only or last endorsement is an endorsement in blank.

‘“ A bill is payable to order which is expressed to be 8o payable, or
which is expressed to be payable to a particular persoa, and does not
contain words prohibiting transfer or indicating an intention that it
should not be transferable.”’

Further changes are:

* Where a bill expressed to be payable at a fixed period after date is
issued undated, or where the acceptance of a bill payable at a fixed
period after sight is undated, any holder may insert therein the true
date of issue, or acceptance, and the bill shall be payable accordingly.

‘Provided that where the holder in good faith and by mistake ingerts
a wrong date, and in every case where a wrong date is inserted if the
bill subsequently comes into the haunds of & holder in due course, the
bill shall not be voided thereby, but shall operate and be payable as if
the date so inserted had been the true date.

¢ The drawer of & bill and any endorser may insert therein the name
of a person to whom the holder may resort in case of need, that is to
say, in case the bill is dishonored by non-acceptance or non-payment.
Such person is called the referee in case of need. It is in the option of
the holder to resort to the referee in case of need or not, as he may think

fit.

‘‘ When a bill payable after sight is dishonored by non-acceptance and
a drawee subsequently accepts it, the holder, in the absence of any
different agreement, is entitled to have the bill accepted as of the date
of first presentment to the drawee for acceptance.

“ Where a bill purports to be endorsed conditionally, the condition
may be disregarded by the payer, and payment to the endorsee is valid
whether the coudition has been fulfilled or not.

“A bill payable on demand is deemed to be overdue within the
meaning and for the purposes of this section, when it appears on the
face of it to have been in circulation for an unreasonable length of time.
Wf’.l;at is an unreasonable length of time for this purpose is & gquestion
of fact.

* Where the holder of a bill, drawn payable elsewhere than at the
place of business or residence of the drawee, has not time with the exer-
cise of reasonable diligence, to present the bill for acceptance before
presenting it for payment on the day that it falls due, the delay caused

N
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by presenting the bill for aceeptance before preaenting it for payment is
excused, and does not discharge the drawer and endorsers

« Pregentment in accordance with these rules is excused, and a bill
may be treated as dishonored by non-acceptance, where the drawee is
dead or bankrupt or insolvent, or is s fictitious person, or a person not
having eapacity to eontract by bill ; or where, after the exercise of
reasonable diligence, such presentment cannot be effected ; or where,
although the presentment has been irregular, acceptance has been
refused on some other ground.”

There is a further provision that:

“ Where a qualified acceptance is taken, and the drawer or an
endorser has not explicitly or impliedly authorised the holder to take
a qualified acceptance, or does not subsequently assent thereto, such
drawer or endorser is discharged from his liability on the bill. The
provisions of this sub-section do not apply to a partial acceptance
whereof due notice has been given. Where a foreign bill has been
accepted a8 to part, it must be protested as to the baiance. When the
drawer or endorser of a bill receives notice of a qualified acceptance and
does not within a reasonable time express his disseat to the holder, he
shall be deemed to have assented thereto.”’

There are also the following provisions :—

¢ The return of a dishonored bill to the drawer or an endorser is, in
point of form, deemed a sufficient notice of dishonor.

* When the acceptor of a bill is or becomes the holder of it, at or after
its matnrity, in his own right, the bill is discharged.

‘ Whea the holder of & bill, at or afier its matarity, absolutely or un-
conditionally renounnces his rights ngainst the acceptor, the bill is dis-
charged The renunciation must be in writing unless the bill is deliver-
ed up to the acceptor.

¢ Where a bill or acceptance is materially altered without the assent
of all parties liable on the bill, the bill is avoided excopt as against a
party who has himself made. authorised or assented to the alteration,
and subsequent endorsers; provided that, where a bill has been materi-
ally altered, but the alteration is not apparent, and the bill is in the
hands of & holder ia due course, such hol ter may avail himself of the
bill #8 if it had not been altered, and mey e¢nforce payment of it accord-
ing to its original tenor.

¢ Subject to the provisions of this Act, where a cheque is not pre-
sented for payment within a reasonable time of 1ts issue, and the drawer
or the person on whose account it is drawn had the right at the time of
such presentment, as bstween him and the banker, to have the cheque
paid, and suffers actaal damage through the delay, he is diecharged to
the extent of such damage, that iz to say, to the extent to which such
drawer or person is a creditor of such banker to a larger amount than
he would have been had such cheque been paid.

“ Where, by this Act, any isstrument or writing is required to be
signed by any geraon, it is not necessary that he should sign it with
his own hand, but it is sufficient if his signature is written thereon by
some other person by or under his authority.”

And in the case of & corporation it is provided that it is
sufficient if the instrument is sealed wiih the corporate seal,
but it is not required that the seal of the corporation should
be uffized, Itisfurther provided that:

‘¢ Where a bill or note is required to be protested within a specified
time or before some further proceeding is taken, it is sufficient that the
Bill has been noted for protest before the expiration of the specified time,
or the taking of the proceeding; and the formal protest may be ex-
tended at any time thereafter as of the date of the noting. Where a dis-
honored bill or note is authorised or required to be protested, and the
services of 8 notary cannot be obtained at the place where the bill is
dishenored, any justice of the peace, resident ot the place, msy present
and protest such bill or note and give all necessary notices, having ull
the necessary powers of a notary in respect thereto.”

It is also provided that this Act shall not come into force
until the 1st September next, in ordcr that its provisions
may be fully known by time being given for the publication
of the statute, as well as for the information which will at
once be desired as to the changes in the present law.
These are the changes which it is proposed to make in the
law. Some of them, as the House will have observed, are
either declaratory of the common law, or partially so, or
they ratify the practice of the mercantile community in
respect to these matters. One of the changes which it is
necessary to make in the direction of uaniformity is in rela-
tion to the Province of Quebec, and this Bill will require a
Protest in the case of foreign bills only, making the Quebec
aw uniform with that of the other Provinces. I may far-
ther observe that the Bill proposes to establish in Canada
the English provisions in respect to crossed cheques,

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

WRECKING AND COASTING PRIVILEGES TO
UNITED STATES VESSELS.

Mr. PATTERSON (Essex) moved for leave to introduce
Bill (No. 7) to admit United States vessels to wrecking,
towing and couasting privileges in Capnadian waters, He
said: In the first clause of the Bill, provision is made for
vessels belonging to the United States of America being
allowed to assist vessels wrecked or disabled in Canadian
waters. In the second claure, it in provided that vessels
belonging to the U ited S.utes of Awewiica may tow vesrels
belonging to the United States from one port to another as
well a8 vessels of any other nationality. The third claure
provides that vessels belonging to the United S:iates of
America may erjoy the priviloges of the coasting trade of
Cunada, by coasting from oBe port to another, subject only
to the same regulations as Canadian vessels are subject to.
The fourth clause provides that the Act shall go into effect
when the Government ot the United States have paseed a
similar law giving like privileges to the vessels of Canada
in the waters of the United States.

Motion agreed to, and Biil read the first time.

VOTERS' LISTS.

Mr. EDGAR asked, 1. Has the Government caused to
be printed the lists of voters as revised in 18867 2. What
pumbers of such lists have been struck off, or are to bestruck
off, for each electoral district? 3 What number of such
lists will be sent to each revising officer, and when? 4.
Aro such lists to be rupplied to any other per~ons than re.
vising officers; or have they been supplied to, or obtained
by any other persons ? 5. If it be permitted to any per~on,
other than revising officers, to obtain copies of ~vch lists,
to whom should spplica‘ion be made for them ; and is the
price thereofto be regulated by anulogy to the prices under
section seventeen of the Franchise Act, or what price is
fixed? 6, What number of cop:es of the lists as prelimin-
arily revised is it propused to print off for the revising offi-
cers to enable them to meel the demands of perrons apply-
ing for such lists, under section seventeen, sub section one,
of the Franchi-e Aot ?

Mr. BOWELL. 1. The electoral lists prepared after those
revised in 1836, have all been put in type. 2. Fifly copics
or proofs of each have been struck off. 3. This will neces-
sarily depend on the siz> of the constituency, snd may de-
pend to some extent on the legislation which may take
place during the present Session. The lists will be fur-
pished in sufficient time to enable the revising officers to
proceed with their revision at the prop'r time 4. Lists
have been issued to several parties when elections to the
House of Commons, or under the Canada Temporance Act
were going on, or about to be entercd on, and only then.
5 and 6. No regulations have yet been made upon these
points,

SUBSIDY TO PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

Mr. PERRY asked, Has the Governinent of Prince Edward
Island drawn any sum of money from the Government of
Canada, from the 1st day of January, 1888, to the lst day of
February, 1589, from capital or other than usual subsidy ?

Mr. FOSTER. The Government of Prince Edward
Island withdrew & sum of money from its capital account
on the 14th of January, 1589, for local improvements., The
sum was $200,000,

PREVENTIVE OFFICERS IN PRINCE EDWARD
ISLAND.

Mr. PERRY asked, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to appoint preventive officers for Tignish and Nail
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Pond, Prince Edward Island, in room of James Phee and
Benjamin D. Waite, who were both dismissed in 18887

Mr. BOWELL. Tt is not the intention of the Govern-
ment to appoint preventive officers for Tignish and Nail
Pond, until, in the opinion of the Government, such officers
are necessary for the protection of the revenue,

BUBWAY ACROSS THE STRAITS OF NORTH-
UMBERLAND.

Mr. PERRY saked, Ts it the intention of the Govern-
ment to place in the Estimates, during the prescnt Session,
a som sufficient to build the subway across the Straits of
Northumberland, connecting Prince Edward Island with
the mainland, in acenrdanc with the terms of Confederation,
and as promised by Sir John A, Macdonald in a letter to
Senator Howlan, dated January 28th, 1887 ?

Mr. FOSTER. The final clauses of the question are
roaroely in order, as containing a statement of alleged facts.
If my hon. friend will consent to the withdrawal of those, I
will answer the question by saying that the intention of
the Government will be shown in the Estimates which will
shortly be laid before the House.

THE BROTHERS LEBOURDAIS,

Mr. CASGRAIN ackel Whother the Government has
bad any correspondence respecting the trial of the two
brothers, Lebourdais, from the Chunty of L’Islet, which
took place in Liverpool, England, in December last; and if
80, whether the Government has taken, or will take, any
action in the matter ?

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I find that the Government
hashad no correapondence on the subject, but a memorial
was presented within the last few days, and in that memor-
ial the wish was expressed that the case should be travs.
mitted to Her Majesty. The conviction referred to in the
question tonk place in Scotland, and His Excellency the
Governor General bas been moved to transmit the memorial
for the consideration of Her Majesty’s ministers.

FRAUDS UPON FARMERS.

Mr, BROWN moved :

That a Bpecial Committee be appointed to enquire into the fraudulent
practices which have prevailed, and still prevail, in various parts of
the Dominion, by which farmersa and others have been and are induced
to give their promissory notes and secarities to a very large amount in
the aggregate, for seed, agricultural imolements, grape vines, and other
goods and merchandise, by various false pretexts ; the goods in some
cases never beirg delivered, ani in other cases being comparatively
worthless, the makers of such promissory notes being obliged to make
payment, while the perpetrators of these wronga evade justice; with
power to send for persons, papers and records, and examine on oath or
afirmation, where affirmsation is allowed by law, such wi nesses as_may
appear before the said committee, and to report what remedies exist in
puch cases, or what further remedies should be provided ; said committee
also be empowered to employ a shorthand writer to take down such
evidenoce as it may deem necessary, and to consist of Messrs. Amyot,
Barron, Brown, Carpenter, Cochrane, Deejardins, Fisher, Ferguson
(Welland), Hale, McMullen. Marshall, Mills (Aunapolis), Moncrieff,
Rowand, Smith (Ontario), Welsh, and Wood (Brockville).

He said : In making this motion, I desire to say that the
committee appointed last Session prosecuted their labors
with all diligence during the limited time they bad, and the
work they did has borne very good fruit. Daring the
recess the members of the committes, from the various
parts of the country, in their several constituencies, have
received farther information as to the frauds committed
and especially in that part of the country from which I
coms, vine-growers have been swindled, and desire to give
evidence before the committee:
Mr, PxBry.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I think, before the House consents
to this motion, we ought to have some information as tu
what the probable cost will be, and also what has been the
cost of the enquiry that was gone into last Session. You
are aware, Mr. Speaker, that a large committee was ap-
pointed last Session; & large number of witnes:es were
brought here, no doubt, at great expense, from a great dis-
tance; & large amount of evidence was collected, which
wus printed and distributed. Now, I submit that all
that must involve & large cost to the country, and the
question comes up, whether the results to be obtained are
sufficiently important to justify the additional cost. These
are points on which the House should be satisfied before
they commit themselves to further expenditure in this
matter, It seems to me that the evidence taken last year,
voluminous as it was and costly as it was, was certainly
soffisient to form a basis for the Government and the
House to judge whether such legislation was neces-

sary or not, and on what line such legislation
should be enacted. I am one of those who have not
much faith in that kind of enquiry and that sort

of legislation, The fact of the matter ir, thatthe great
mass of the farmers of this Dominion and others, to whom
retercnce i8 made, are not fools. It is true that here and
there are found a few who can be gulled by such practices
as those referred to, but they form a very small minority,
and I submit that the great bulk of the farmers and traders
in the Dominion are perfectly ocapable of taking care of
themselves, and, so far as that sma!l minority is concerned,

-committces might sit from now till doomsday, and enact as

many laws as they jlease, and yet fuil to save them from
being tuken advantage of. I hold that sufficient enquiry
has becn made to enable the House to judge whether
such legislation is nccessary or not, and what that legisla-
tion should be, and there is no necessity to burden the
country with further cost for procuring evidence.

Mr. McMULLEN. Iuo regard to the remarks of the hon,
member, 1 may say that I happsned to be a member of the
committce in quostion, The committee got to work very
late in the Scssiown, and the opportunity to gather informa-
tion of the kind necessary to enable them to form an
opinion as to whether legislation was needed or not, was
very limited. The information secured was of decided
advuntage to those who possibly might, from limited infor-
mation and oxperience, be taken advantage of by those who
are always waiting to take advantage of simple-minded men.
I endorse to some extent the remarks made by the hon.
member for Middlerex (Mr, Armstrong); still I contend
that there is a very respectable percentage of the farming
community and the trading public who, {rom time to time,
are victimised by men who make it a business to go from
door to door and take advantage of these people. If we
can, by any investigation or by any legislation enacted by
this Houve, give those people information or pass such legis-
lation as will prevent repetition of the frauds perpétrated,
I think it will be wise and prudent on the part of this
House to aid in any possible way the hon. gentleman who
is asking for this committee. I am willing (o consent
that the expenditure should be incurred, and I krow the
expense last year was very limited. I oan say for the ohiair-
man of the committee that e was exgeedingly careful in re-
gard to the expenditure, and that, when any person Wwas
asked to be brought before the committee, it was only when
it appeared that he would be able to give good evidence,
and, after an idea of the expense had been obtained, the
chairman ordered the witness to be subpceuaed. I have
no doubt he will follow the same prudent course this year,
and, if he does so, I believe the committee will be of decided
advantage to the simple-minded people in this country who
are taken advantage of from time to time,

Motion agreed to.
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SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHEN A, MACDONALD moved :

That a Special Committee of seven Members be appointed to prepare
and report with all convenient s(})eed lists of Members to compose the
Select Standing Committees, ordered by the House on 'l‘hm-uch{‘,l the
3ist ult.,, and that Sir John A Macdonald, Sir Hector Langevin, Sir
Richard Oartwright, 8ir Joha Thompson, and Messrs. Bowell, Laurier
and Mills, do compose said Committee.

Motion agreed to.
INLAND REVENUE REPORT—CUORRECTION.

Mr. COSTIGAN. I desire to call the attention of the
House to an error which has ocourred in one of the appen-
dices to the report of the Inland Revenue Department, just
published. I need not say that it is to be regretted that such
an error should have occurred ; but my attention having been
called to the faot, instructions were immediately given to
take measures to have it corrected, so that those to whom
the reports were sent should be in possession of the correct
figures. It has been insinuated that the commissioner was
guilty of gross dereliction of duty in this matter, and it has
also been insinuated that the error was purposely made in
order to prejudice the case of the Scott Act, and that the
statement of the great consnmption per head of the popula.
tion was in fact made against the Scott Act by those who
were opposed to it. In reply, I need only call the attention
of the House, after having admitted that a very serious
blunder has been made, and one which is to be regretted,
to the fact that the commissioner in his report himself states
at page 19, paragraph 21:

¢“Jt may be remarked that after reducing all spirituous and malt
liguors and wines, domestic and foreign, to the basis of alcohol, the
allowance per head of the po*mlntion for the past decade does not ex-

ceed three-quarters of a gallon per annum, barely one-third of the
quantity per head consumed throughout Europe.’’

The compilation of the appendix has for some years past
been entrusted to Mr, Campeau, an old officer, and one of
the most careful and industrious officers in the service. He
is absent at present, or I would have procured from him a
statement as to how the error occurred. I may state fur-
ther that this paper was one of the last returned by the
printers, and the schedule was not prepared betore the last
day for the report to be handed in. The House will no
doubt be eatisfied that this error must have accidentally
crept into the table, it having been prepared by an officer of
the standing of Mr. Campeau, whose work has always been
fourd correct, and who has discharged his duty with great
faithfulness. The House will no doubt also be satisfied that
there was no intention to mislead, and I can assure hon,
members that every means will be taken to place the cor-

- rect figures into the hands of those who have received the
report,

Mr. EDGAR. 1 did not catch the correction made by
the Minister, if he made one.

Mr. COSTIGAN. The correction will be given. I have
instructed the preparation of a corrected table, which will
be ready in a day or two, to be supplied to members, to take
the place of that which is incorrect.

Mr. EDGAR, The Minister does not know yet what
the correct figures are ?

Mr. COSTIGAN. I know the pcrcentage arrived at
l}:e;g in this report. 1t is three quarters of & gallon per
ead.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjourn-
ment of the House.

Motion agreed to ; and House adjourned at 4 p.m.
3

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Tusspay, 5th February, 1889,
The SpeaxzR took the Chair at Threo o’clock.
PrAYzRs,

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN presented the report of the
Special Comtittee appointed to prepare and report Lists
of the Select Standing Committees for the present Session.
Heo moved that the portion of the report relating to the
Committee on Standing Orders be adopted, as follows :—

ON SBTANDING ORDERS.

Messieurs

Bain (Wentworth), Gillmor, Paterson (Brant).
ge.rgemn, ?ordo?!,) igby) gnneuon (Easex),

rien, ones ort
Burdett, Landerkia, " Portef,
Oaagrain, Langelier(Montmor'cy),Rinfret,
Coughlin, Lavergne, Robertson,
Coulombe, Maocdowall, Smith (8ir Donald),
Penison, McKeen, Stevenson,
De St Georges, Marshall, Sutherland,
Dessaint, Meigs, Thérien,
Dupont, Mills (Annapolis), Tureot,
Ferguson (Leeds & Gr.), Moffat, Wilmot,

Ferguson (Renfrew),

Ferguson (Welland),

Gigault,

b And that the Quorum of the said Committee do consist of Seven Mem-
ers.

Montplaisir,

Wilson (Lennox), and
O'Brien,

Wood (Brockville).—44.

Motion agreed to.

LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT,

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN moved:

That a Belect Jommittee composed of Bir Adolphe Oaron, Messrs.
Blake, Amyot, Choninard, Oolby, Davies, Davin, Desjardins, Kirk-
patrick, O'Brien, Scriver, Thérien, Weldon (Albert), Weldon (8t. John),
and Wright, be appointoé to assist the Speaker in the direction of tho
Library of Parliament, ir 80 far as the interests of this House are con-
cerned, and to act as members of a joint committee of both Houses of
the Library, and that a mesgage be sent to the Senate to acquaint their
Honors therewith.

He said: This Committee is the tame as last year, except
ti.at Mr, Edgar has been replaced by Mr. Blake, by consent

of the Committee,
Motion agreed to.

REPORT.

Report of the Postmaster General for the year ending
30th June, 1888.—(Mr, Haggart.)

FIRST READING,

Bill (No. &) to provide for the examination and licens-
ing of all persons employed as stationary engineers, and all
persons having charge of steam boilers and other devices
under pressure.—(Mr. Cook.)

RAILWAY ACT AMENDMENT.

Mr. COOK moved for leave to introduce Bill (No. 9)
further to amend the Railway Act. He said: This is &
similar Bill to the one I introduced last year. It has
reference, in the first place, to the landing of passengers on
the platform. It is the custom of the railway companies
throughout this country to drop passengers wherever they
see fit, and 1 think the travelling public shouald be protected
against this., Another question dealt with by the Bill is
the manner of hapdling baggage, It is well known that
the baggage of passengers on railways has been smashed
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and destroyed by railway officials to a great extent, and
this Bill proposes to prevent these two actions which are
against the public interest,

Motion agreed to; nd Bill read the first time.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to, and House adjourned at 3:20 p.m.

HOU:E OF COMMONS.
W .DNESDAY, 6th February, 1869.
1 he SPeaRER tcok the Chair at Three o'clock.

PrayvkRrs.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.
Sir JOHN A. MA-'DONALD moved :

That the report of the Special Committee appointed to report Lists of
Members who compose the Select Standing Committees of this House,
in -0 fu« u8 relates to the fillowing . mmittees—on Privileges and
Elections, on Expiring Laws, on Railway-, Canals and Telegraph
Lines, on Miscelinne us Private Bills, on Printing, on Public accounts,
on Banking and Cummerce, and on Agriculture and Colunizstion—be
concurred in, as fulivws :—

ON PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS.
Mes:ieurs
Amyot, Girouard, McDonald (Victoria),
Barron, Hall, Melntyre,
Beausoleil, Hudspeth, Mills (Bothwell),
Blake, Ives, Moncri-ff,
Qaron (3ir Adolphe), Kirkpatrick, Mulock,
OCasgrain, Laadry, Patterson (Essex),
Chaplean, Langehier(Montmor’' cy), Préfontaine,
Culby, Lapgelier (Quebec), Prior,
Oostigan, Langevin (3ir Hector), Riopel,
O-:rran, Laurier, Temple,
Davies, Lister, Thompson (Sir John),
Desaulniers, Macdonald (8ir John), Tupper,
Desjuardins, Mackenzie, Weldon (Albert), and
Dickey, McOarthy, Weldon (St. Jobn).—43.
Edgar,
ON EXPIRING LAWS.
Messieurs

Armstrong, Doyon, Lariviére,
Audet, Ferguson (Renfrew), Livingston,

11, Freeman, Melntyre,
Cameron, Guillet, Putnam,
Coughlin, Hale, Ste. Marie,
Oouture, Hesson, Tyrwhitt,
Daly, Labrosse, Ward, and
Daoust, Lang, Yeo.—25.

De 8Bt. Georges,

beAnd that the Quorum of the said Committee do consist of Seven Mem-
rs.

ON RAILWAYS, CANALB AND TELEGRAPH LINES.
Messieurs
Archibald, Edgar, Mills (Annapolis),
Amyot, Ferguson (Leeds&Gren)Mills (Bothwell),
Ar_matron%, Ferguion (Welland), Mitchell,
Bain (Soulanges), Fisher, Mulock,
Bain (Wentworth), Foster, Patterson (Essex),
Baird, Geoffrion, Perley,
Barron, Gillmor, Perry,
Beausoleil, Girouard, Platt,
Béchard, Godbout, Pope,
Bergeron, Gordon, Porter,
Bergin, Grandbois, Préfontaine,
Bernier, Guay, Prior,
Blake, Guillet, Pareell,
Boisvert, Haggart, Rinfret,
Borden, Hale, Riopel,
Bourases, Hall, Robillard,
Bowell, Hesson, Roome,

Mr, Cook,

Bowman, Hickey, Ross,
Boyle, Holton, Rykert,
Brien, Hudspeth, Scarth,
Brown, Innes, Seriver,
Bryson Ives, Sheaaly,
Burdett, Joneas, Skinner,
Burns, Jones (Halifax), Small,
Oameron, Kenny, Bmith (8ir Donald),
Campbell, Kirkpatrick, Smith (Ontario),
- argill, lmbelle, 8proule,
Cariing, Landerkin, Btevenson,
Caron (Sir Adolphe), Landry, Butherland,
Cartwright (Sir Rich.), Langelier (Quebec), Taylor,
Uasey, Langevin (3ir Hector), Temple,
Casgrain, Lariviére, Thérien,
Chaplean, Laurie, ThomFson (8ir John),
Charlton, Laurier, Ticdale,
€he quette, Lavergne, Trow,
Chouinard, Lépine, Tarcot,
Cimon, Lister, Tyrwhitt,
Cockburn, Livingston, Vanasse,
Colby, Macdonald (Sir John), Waldie,
Cook, Mackenzie, Walleace,
Corby, McOarthy, Ward,
Costigan, McCulla, Watson,
(oulombe, MeDougald (Pictou), Weldon (Albert),
¢ outure, McDougall (C. Breton), Weldon (St. John),
Curran, McGreevy, White (Cardwell),
Daly, Mclntyre, White (Renfrew),
Davies, McKay, Wilmot,
Davis, McKeen, Wilgon (Argentexil),
Dawson, McMillan (Vaudreuil), Wilson (Elgin),
D~ St. Geerges, McMullen, Wilson (uennox),
Desjardins, Madill, Wood (Brockville),
Dessaint, Mara, Wood (Westmoreland),
Dewdney, Maasson, ‘Wright, and
Dickinson, Meigs, Yeo.—162.

ON MISCELLANEOUS PRIVATE BILLS.

Messieurs

Amyot, Edwards, MaDougall (C. Breton),
Armstrong, Eisenbauer, McGreevy,
Audet, Ellis, Mclutyre,
Barnard, Geoffrion, «Kay,
Barron, Gillmor, McMillan (Huron),
Beil, Girouard, McMillan (Vaudreuil),
Borden, Hale, Madill,
Bourasza, Hickey, Marshall,
Brien, Holton, Moffat,
Burdett, Hudspeth, Moncrieff,
Campbell, Ives, Montplaisir,
Oarpenter, Jamiegon, Majock,
Caron (Sir Adolphe), Joucas, Robillard,
Casey, Joues (Digby), Rowand,
Chisholm, Kenny, Seriver,
Choquette, Labelle, Small,
Chouinard, Lsbrosse, Sproule,
Cochrane, Landry, ADASES,
Costigan, Langelier(Montmor’cy), Ward,
Daly, Langelier (Quebec), Watson,
Daoust, Laarie, Weldon (Albert),
Davin, Lavargne, Weldon (St. John),
Denison, Lepine, Wilson (Argent'il), and
Dickey, Lovitt, Wright.—74.
Dickinson, McCulla,

And that the Quoram of the said Committee do congist of Neven Mem-
bers.

ON PRINTING.

Messieurs
Amyot, Desjardins, Somerville,
Bergin, Foster, Tayior,
Bourasga, Grandbois, Tisdale,
Bowell, Innes, Trow, and
Charlton, McMaullen, Vanaase.—17.
Davin, Putnam,

ON PUBLIC ACOOUNTS.

Megsieurs
Bain (Sounlanges), Gillmor, Moncrieff,
Baird, Grandbois, Mulock,
Baker, Baggsrt, Perley,
Béchard, Hesson, Rinfret,
Bergeron, Hickey, Riopel,
Bergin, Holton, Rykert,
Blake, Jones (Halifax), Scarth,
Bowell, Landerkin, Scriver,
Cameron, Langelier (Quebec), Bmith (Ontario),
Carling, i Somerville,

1ster,
cmn?sn Adolphe), Macdonald (8ir John),Taylor,
Oanwright (Sir Rich.),Macdooald (Huron),  Tupper,
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Chapleau, Mackenzie, Wallace,

Charlton, McOarthy, Welsh,

Colby, MoDougald (Picton), White (Cardwell),

Ooat: gan, McMullen, White (Renfrew),
Davies, Madill Wilmot,

Ellis, Mills (Annapolis),  Wood (Brockville), and
Foster, Mitchell, Wood(Westm’l'd).—57.

beAud thit the Quorum of the said Committee do corsist of Nine Mem-
5. .

ON BANKING AND COMMERCE.

Messieurs
Archibald, Foster, Mills (Bothwell),
Baird, Freeman, Mitchell,
Baker, Gigaault, Moncrieff,
Barnard, Girouard, O’ Brien,
Beaunsoleil, Guillet, Paterson (Brant),
Béchard, Haggart, Perley,
Bernier, Ball, Préfontaine,
Blake, Hesson, Purcell,
Borden, Holton, Putnam,
Bowell, Ives, Riopel,
Bowman, Jamieson, Robillard,
Boyle, oness, Rykert,
Brown, Jones (Halifax), Scarth,
Bryson, enny, Scriver,
Burns, Kirk, Semple,
Oameron, Kirkpatrick, Shanly,
Oargill, L Labelle, Skinner,
Cartwright (Sir Rich.), Landerkin, 8mith (Sir Donald),
Qasgrain, Landry, Butherland,
Oimen, Lang, Temple,
Cochrane, Langelier (Quebec), Thérien,
Cockburn, Langevin (8ir Hector), Thompson (Sir John),
Qolby, Lister, Tisdale,
COook, Lovitt, Turcot,
Carran, Macdonald (Sir John), Vanasse,
Davies, Macdonald (Huron),  Waldie,
Dawson, Macdowall, Wallace,
D?s ardins, Mackenzie, Weldon (Albert),
Dickey, McCarthy, Weldon (3t. John),
Dckinson, McDonald (Victoria), Welsh,
Dupont, McDougald (Pictou), White (Cardwell),
Edgar, McGreevy, White (Renfrew),
Eisenhauer, McNeill, Wilson (argeateuil),
Ellis, Mara, Wood (Westmoreland),
Fiset, Masson, Wright, and
Flynn, Meigs, Yeo—108.

And that the Quorum of the said Committee do consist of Nine
Members,

ON AGRICULTURE AND COLOYNISATION.

Messieurs

Armstrong, Dessaint, McNeill,
Audet, Dewdney, Mars,
Bain (Soulanges), Dickingon, Marshall,
Bain (Wentworth), Doyon, Masson,

aker, Edwards, Mitchell,
Béchard, Eisenhauer, Montplaisir,
Bell,' Fergusou(Leeds& Gren),Neveu,
Bex.'mer, Ferguson (Renfrew), Paterson (Brant),
Boisvert, Ferguson (Welland), Perley,
Bouraassa, Fiset, Perry,
Bowman, Fisher, Platt,
Brien, Flyon, Pope,
Bryson, Gauthier, Putnam,
Burdett, Gigault, Robertson,
Bu ns, Godbout, Roome,
Cameron, Gordon, Ross,
Carling, Grandbois, Rowand,
Carpenter, Gﬂl{, Ste Marie,
Ohaplean, Guillet, Semple,
Chisholm, Hesson, Smith (Ontario),
Choquette, Innes, Sproule,
Cimoa, Joncas, Stevenson,
Cochrane, Jones (Digby), Sutherland,
Colby, Kirk, Taylor,
Coughlin, Labroase, Trow,
Goulombe, Landry, Tyrwhitt,
Couture, Lang, atson,
Daly, Laurie, White (Renfrew),
Daoust, Lépine, Wilson (Elgin),
Davia, Livingston, Wilson (Lennox),
Davis, Macdonald (Horon), Wright, and
Dawson, McMillan (Huron), Yeo—96.
Desaulniers, McMillan (Vaudreuil),

And that the Quorum of the said Committee do consist of Nine
Members.

Motion agreed to, and report concurred in.

JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved:

That a Message be sent to the Senate, requesting that their Honors
will unite with this House in the formation of & Joint Committee of both
Houses on the subject of the Printing of Parliament, and that the mem-
bers of the Select Standing Committee on Printing of this House, namely,
Messrs. Amyot, Bergin, Bourassa, Bowell Charlton. Davin, Desjardins,
Foster, Granibois. Innes, McMullen, Putnam, Somerville, Taylor,
Tisdale, Trow and Vanasse, compose the committee.

Motion agreed to.

INTEREST ACT AMENDMENT,

Mr. LANDRY moved for leave to introduce Bill (No. 10)
to amend chapter 127 of the Revised Statutes of Canada,
entitled *“ An Act respecting interest.” He said: The Bill
requires very little explanation beyond this, that it recks to
fix the amount of interest charged on any contract.

An hon. MEMBER. To limit it ?

Mr. LANDRY. Of course, if you fix it, it is limited.
Of course I bave my own ideas as to what it should be; but
I should like to know the opinion of the House as to the
amount at which it shou!d be fixed, if it is thonght reason-
able to limit the interest.

Mr. EDGAR. Isit the same Bill the hon, member in-
troduced last Session?

Mr. LANDRY. It is the same Bill.
Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time,

COMBINATIONS IN RESTRAINT OF TRADE.

Mr. WALLACE moved for leave to introduce Bill
(No.11) for the prevention and suppression of combinations
tormed in restraint of trade. He said: [ think the neces-
sity of this Bill is conclusively shown by the inve-tigation
that was held during last Session. The object of tre Billis
to prevent any persons or corporations or companies from
granting exclusive privileges to any person; to prevent
them from denying privileges to any person that are granted
to other persons in similar capacities and under similar con-
ditions ; also for preventing an undue restraint of traffic in
certain acticles of merchandise, and to make it impossible
to prevent or restrain the manufacture, or pro!uction, or
supply of articles that are either produced in this country
or imported into it. The penalties provided by the Bill for
infraction of these provisions may be either a fine or im-
nrisonment, or both. There are three clanses io the Bili.
The last clause provides that the Bill shall not interfere
with chapter 131 of the Revised Statutes, relating to Trades

Unions,
Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

BONSECOURS MARKET HALL, MONTREAL.

Mr. CURRAN asked, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to compensate the corporation of the city of Montreal
for deterioration of the Bonsecours Market Hall during ite
occupancy by the volunteer corps ?

8ir ADOLPHE CARON. Itis not the intention of the
Government to compensate the corporation of the city of
Montreal for alleged deterioration of the Bonsecours Market
Hall doriog its occupancy by the volunteer corps. A
positive engagement existed, on bebalf of the corporation of
Montreal, to furnish to the Department of Militia drill
accommodation. From reports received by the department
from the Deputy Adjatant General, the bailding is shown to
have been returned in as good order as when it was placed
at the disposal of the militia.
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"~ BRIDGE OVER THE LACHINE CANAL.

Mr. CURRAN asked, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to provide a new bridge over the Lachine Canal, to
afford adequate facility for traffic between the city of
Montreal and Point St Charles? - ‘

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The Government has not
yet come to any decision on this matter.

CROSSING THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY
IN MANITOBA. ' ’

Mr. EDGAR asked, Whether, in view of the decision of the
Supreme Court, given on 22nd of December last, in the case
submitted to them respeoting theé validity of tbe statute
of the Provivce of Manitoba authorising the construction of
& railway crossing tbe Canadian Pacific Railway, it is the
intention of the Government to propose legielation this
Session to repeal or amend the provisions of the Railway
Act upon which the question was 1aised by the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company, or to pass a declaratory Aot
affirming the construction put apon those provisions by the
Supreme Court, in order to avoid nncertainty as to the state
of the law in other oases 7

8ir JOHN THOMPSON. It is not at present the inten-
tion of the Government to do this.

PINE TIMBER UPON INDIAN RESERVES.

Mr. BARRON asked, At what date was the sale com-
pleted of the pine timber upon Indian Reserve No. 6, under
the Robinson Treaty, known in the Treaties as Shawana-
kiskic's Reserve? To whom was the eaid pine timber sold ?
What was the cach bonus paid by the purchaser to the
Government ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. In answer to the first part of the
question, I beg to state that the sale of the timber was
completed on the 30th September, 1886, and the license
issued on the 14th October, 1886. The timber was sold to
Mr, Robillard. The cash bonus paid was $316.

TRENT VALLEY CANAL.

Mr. BARRON asked, Have the Trent Valley Canal
Commissioners, appointed to take evidence and report as to
the further progress of the work, yet sent in their report to
the Government? If yes, do they report for or against
farther progress of the work ?

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The report has not yet
been sent in. ~

COST OF ISSUING BUDGET SPEECHES.

Mr, LANDERKIN moved for:

Return giving the total cost of issuing the Budget Speech each year
since 1880, together with a statement showing the number of copies
issued yearly during said period. :

Mr. FOSTER. ‘There is no objection to the adoption of
the motion, but I would like my bon. friend to amend it by
having the return brought down for each yesr from 1867,
8o that we may have the information complete, -

Mr. LANDERKIN. I had already thought it would be
desirab'e to have it extended back to the beginning of Con-
federation, o -

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

THE GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY,

Mr. RINFRET (translation) moved for:

Copies of all petitions, reports and other documents respecting the
graating of ubni‘:leiu by the Y
Sir ApoLPHE CARON,

inion Government - to:the proposed line | the

1 of railway between Montreal and Lévis, known as the Great Eastern
| Railway.
i He gaid : In making this motion, Mr. Speaker, I desire to
draw the attention of the Government to the groat import-
ance, keeping in view the general interests of the country,
that will be derived from the construction of the ** Great
Eastern Railway.” This line will he the shortest and the
most diroct between the city of Montreal and the last
station of the Inteicolonial Railway at Lévis. It will be,
without doubt, especially during the winter season, the
route over which will pass a great portion of the freight
from the west and the north-west, coming by way of the great
Pacific Road to its destination in the Maritime Provinces.
Those who are acquainted with the blocked up condition of
affairs on the Grand Trunk Railway between Montreal and
Lévis, and especially between Montreal and Richmond,
cannot bat admit that a second line on the south side of the
St. Lawrence would greatly facilitate the moving of freight
between the two points I have named, atd would give the
Intercolonisl & very appreciable increase in its receipts.
The policy of the Government, Mr. Speaker, has been, in
later years especially, directed towards the building of
railways. At the present day they are to be f und run.
ping all over the country, Several of these lines less useful,
doubtless, than the Great Eastern line, only looked to the
satisfaction of local interests, without any thought of future
revenue to the public treasury. The Great Eastern line, it
is true, wou'd cost several thousands of dollars paid as Fed.
eral and local subsidies, but the result would be in a few
yomrs to pay back to the public treasury both interest and
capital, by way of the considerable surplus of revenue which
it would earn for the Intercolonial. I will at this point
presume to cite a short extract from an article in the Monde,
the organ of the Minister of Pablic Works, besring date the
2od February last, in support of thestatement which I have
just made:

¢ There is a gpecial reason which pleads in favor of a liberal grant
from the Federal Government to thie line, namely, that it is really s
continuation of the Intercolonial Railway, and will be the latter's most
important branch. The increase in freight to the Intercolonial which
will be the result of its completion, will be an ample recompense to the
Government for any subsidy which it might grant.”
But there is another reason for which the Government
should give its attention to the building of this line, and
that is the reason afforded by the justice of the act. Upon
the south side of the St. Lawrence, between Montreal and
Quebeu, are found the oldest parishes in Canada. These
parishes are, generally speaking, prosperous, in spite of the
enormous public burdens which rest upon their shoulders,
during the past twenty-five or thirty years, for the construc-
tion of railways in all parts of Canada. These parishes have
contributed their share in the building of the Gracd Trunk,
the Pacific and the Intercolonial, which have eost the counn-
try millions and millions—not to mention & host of other
lines of less importance. 1f I make mentior: of these facts,
it is not by way of criticism on the acts or the conduct of
the Government. I desire simply to remind it—and espe-
cially to secure the attention of the Minister of Pablic
Works, the acknowledged chief of his party in the Province
of Quebec—I wish to remind the Government that these
parishes have not received their share in the distribution of
the public expenditure. In the Counties of Lotbiniére,
Nicolet and Yamaska, railways are conspicuous by their
almost entire absence. All that has been spent so far in
the parishes of these counties—with the exception of two
parishes of the county which I represent and which are tra-
versed by the Grand Trunk—may be summed up as follows.
I quote from the last Report of Railways (1888):—

¢ By the Aot 49 Victoria, chap. 10 authority was given for the grant
of a subsidy to an extent not exceeding $32,000, on an estimai2d distance
of 10 miles, towards the construction of a line from Yamaska to the
River 8t Francis, P Q.; and the Great Eastern Railway Company

having applied, aud having satisfactorily ehowa their ability to perform
work, & contract was made with them on the 12th October, 1886,
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under the authorgt.y of an Order in Council of the 9th of that month, the
time for completion being fixed as the 18t of Ootober, 1887.”

«The road having been completed and inspected, the whole of the
subsidy due for ita actual distance, 6 miles, namely, $19,200, has been
paid under an Order in Qouncil of the 27th March, 1887.”

Aud further on, under the heading * Montreal and Sorel

Railway Company,” this is what I read:

¢ By the Act 48-49 Victoria, chapter 59, a subsidy not exceeding $73,-
00 was authorised to be granted to this company for a line from St.
Lambert to Sorel. Under an OQrder in Council of the 3nd October, 1836,
a contract was made with the company on the l4th and under the au-
thority of Orders in Oouncil, the last dated 10th November, 1886, pay-
ments have been made, amounting in all to $69,9232, the road, 44.67 miles
long, having been completed, with the exception of a small quantity of
work, to secure the finishing of which $1,560 was retained.’’

Perbaps altogether, nearly §90,000 was spent on the road up
to date. There was another rum of $96,000 voted, but of
this but & very small sum has been paid. There was, how-
ever, no lack of demands made, Mr, gpeaker. I know that a
great number of petitions were forwarded to the Governor
General. The electors of these various parishes have, by
returning to the matter on various oceasions and in many
ways, shown their lively desire to have this railway. The
Hon. the Minister of Pablic Works knows something about
this. We know that on the 6th September last, a political
pionic was gotten up in honor of the hon. the Ministers of
the Province of Quebec. According to the Monde's re
port,the greatest enthusiasm reigned without ceasing among
the political friends of the hon. Ministers. I had not the
pleasure of being present at the meeting, but I think I
am in & position to state that we must paint somewhat of a
shadow over the smiling picture a3 executed by the Monde,
and that at least some of the electors were slightly disap-
pointed when they found that the hon. Ministers made no
allusion whatever to the building of the ¢ Great Eastern
Railway.” I have just said that [ was not present, and I
only spesk from what I read in Le Monde newspaper,
the organ of the hon, the Minister of Public Works. Was
it through forgetfulness that these hon. Ministers made no
allusion to the most important subject that they could,
under the ciroumstances, have touched npon? It could not
have been through forgetfulness, if the fact is considered
that on the very day the Minister of Public Works received,
from the Bishop ot Nicolet, a very flattering letter; and one
which allowed him to see between the lines that the con-
struction of the “ Great Eaistern Railway” was not a thing
t0 be treated as entirely foreign to the invitation which had
been extended. I will ventare to quote the following few
words from this letter :—

 Qur towa has not mach to offer that is attractive to a visitor of your
jmportance ; it has only just begun to receive tue favors of fortune
On its behalf one must discount the future in order to answer satisfac-
torily the requirements of the present day. A harbor of refuge for
the humbler vesseis navigating the 3t. Lawrence, and the needs of our
traffic in firewood ; a railway in the direction of the interior parishes ;
and, above all the rest, the important project of a railway on the south
shore, which, by affording a new outlet for the Iutercolonial, will place
Nicolet on the grand chain of communication binding Halifax to Vic-
toria, and of which your opportuae arrival places the first link in our
soil of Nicolet.”

So pretty & letter ought to have deserved, I think, some re-
ference in the speech of the Minister of Jablic Works.
The construction of this railway will be costly enough, Mr.
Speaker ; if I can rely upon ocertain information which I
have received, it will cost nearly $20,000 per mile. There
must be added to this the cost of three or four very impor-
tant bridges. One of them will cost more than one quarter
of a million of dollars. The total cost of this railway will
not be much less than three millions and a-half or foar
millions of dollars. Daring last Session a delegation waited
on the hon. the First Minister, with reference to the bridges
which I bave just referred to, I do not recollect all the
gersons who composed this delegation, but [ think that the

on. member for Yamaska (Mr. Vanasse) formed part of it.
We were cordially received by the hon. Minister, bat up to

the present time we have received no answer. Townrds
this immense undertaking, which will contribate so greatly
to the prosperity of Canada a8 a whole, all the subsidies
paid 8o far, if I have been well informed, amount to from
$30,000 to $100,000 from the Dominion Government, and
about $145,000 from the present Government of the Pro-
vinoe of Quebec. This sum bears no proportion to the im-
portance of this undertaking. Io conclusion, I trust that
the hon, the Miunister of Pablic Works, who is especially
charged with the interests of the Province of Quebeo, will
take this matter into his serious ocousideration, and that,
with the assistance of the two Governments, the expecta-
tions of the Bishop of Nicolet will be realised, and at the
same time justioe will be rendered to the electors of three
or four counties on the south shore of the St, Lawrenoe.

Mzn. BOISVERT. (Translation.) It is with pleasure that
I rise, Mr, Speaker ut this time, to second the motion
which has just been presenied by the hon. the member for
Lotbiniére (Mr. Rinfret). It is also with pleasure that I
find the hon. gentleman take such a lively interest in this
railway, in order to hasten its completion at the earliest
date; and this in the interests of the population on the
south shore through whose country this railway must pass,
You are doubtless aware, Mr, Speaker, how greatly the
people in the parishes of the sonth shore are isoluted on
account of the want of railway communication. And this
is especially irksome to us, the inhabitants of the town of
Nicolet, who have the great advantage and blessing of pos-
sessing in the heart of our town the episcopal residence
of the Diocese ot Nicolet; who have in addition a vast
seminary to which a8 great namber of students from the
surrounding parishes, and even from the United States,
come, in order to prosecute their classical studies,— with-
out counting several other religions schools at which
the students receive, to their advaotage, a careful train-
ing. In fact, for the town of Niocolet, which preesses
a great number of mills and manufacturing establishments,
affording employment to a great number of workmen, this
question of a railway is one of the gravest importance.
On account of the above ¢numerated attractions, and by
reason of several others which it would be a too great loss
of time to enumersate at this moment, & great number of
persons are compelled to come to Nicolet at all seasons and
days of the year, aund it is hardly necessary for me to state
that they reach the place with difficulty whether by water
or land. Besides, the hou, the Ministers of Pablic Works
(Sir Hector Langevin) and of Militia (Sir Adolphe Caron)
know something about this, owing to the visit 1hat they
wmade us on the 6th September last, when Nicolet had the
honor of receiving them. They must recollect very well
that they narrowly escaped destruction in the mouth of
the River Nicolet. Well, Mr. Speaker, for these various
reasons, I hope that the Government will do sll in its power
to complete at an early date this railway, which will prove
most advantageous for the people on the south shore, along-
side of whom the railway must pass—for commerce in
geueral—and also for the Government. In fact thie rail-
way must unite with the Intercolonisl Railway, and by
such an union increase the freight, and the receipts of the
latter railway. I conclude these fow words by expressing
the flattering hope that I will soon see the opening for
traffic of this Great Eastern Railway.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. (Trauslation,) It is not
my desire, Mr, Speaker, to leave unanswered the remarks
which have just been made by the two members who have
moved and seconded this motion. I will take this ocoasion
to congratulate my hon. friend the member for Nicolet
(Mr. Boisvert) upon his maiden speech. I am convinced
that we shall hear from bim more than once during the
Session* The hon. member for Lotbinidre (Mr. Rinfret)
allnded in his speech to an address delivered by me last
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autumn when I went to Nicolet. The hon. member koows
perfectly well that the speeches as reported in the newspapers
are never complete, and that, therefore, he should not place
to my credit or discredit the address as reported. As to the
very flattering letter which the Bishop of Nicolet sent me
about this time, there is no doubt but that prelate referred
not only to the Nicolet R:ver, that is to say, to the work
done in and about it, but also to the railway ; aod in the
remarks made by me I alluded to the two undertakings.
The hon. member knows that for several years past grants
have been made by the Government, and at the request of
the Government,—in order to carry outworks on the River
Nicolet, more especially to make a harbor of refuge of it.
When this harbor is completed we shall possess a work of
greatl usefulness. As to the railway, the hon. member can-
not be ignorant that there have been several grants made
towards that portion of the raiilway already built. He
knows, besides, that there still remain, at the present
moment, grants to be disposed of,—to be used for the pur-
pose of driving therailway as far as St. Grégoire, on the
Arthabasks Braoch. These are now drawn on by con-
tractors to push on the works. In proportion as these
works are completed conformably to law, the grants will be
experded, The hon. member has alluded to the continuation
of this live. He ought to know that Liyndon was not built
in & day, and that a little time must be given in order to
build the railway throughont its whole length; probably as
far as the Chaudiare or to the Intercolonial station at Lévis.
Bat, as regards this portion, I cannot pledge the faith of the
Government, because this question will be brought before
Council st the proper tims. However, the hon. member
should perceive that the Government has not lost sight of
the opportunity for endowing with public works and rail-
ways such portions of the country which never possessed
them, as, for examply, the counties of Yamaska and Nicolet.
The hon, member is perfeotly right in wishing to have this
portion of the country opened up by railways; and I am
certain that in & short time the terminus of the road wili
be reached. I have no objection to this motion being
carried.

Mr.PREFONTAINE. (Translation.) With the permission
of the House, Mr. Speaker, I will add a few words to the re-
marks which have alresdy beeu mude reapecting theconstruc-
tion ot the “Great Eastern Railway ' by the hon. members for
Lotbiniére (Mr, [Rinfret) and for Nicolet (Mr. Boisvert).
I myseli roprerent & county which is as much interosted as
it is possible for a county to be in the extension of this rail-
way, that is to say, 1n the junction of the two terminal sec-
tions which are now either built or under construction, It
must be stated that there are already 45 miles of this rail-
way nearly completed, that is, the railway from Montreal
to Sorel, which extends from St. Lambert to Sorel. These 45
miles are not at the present moment in actnal running order,
because the company has not received the assistance from the
Dominion Government which it ought to have received. [
do pot say this to criticize in any manner the proceedings ot
the Government, jbut it is & certainty that this company
has only eobtained, up to date, from the Government of
Canada, the sum of $70,000, whereas at the last seesion ot
the Local Legislature that Government gave agrant of $112,-
000. I am satisfied that if the Federal Ministry would
keep its promise,—because it appears to me that a promise
was given at the time,—if an additional sum of $70,000 was
givern, & great portion of the “Great Histern’ would now
be in actual operation. Now the importance of con-
tinuing this line of railway is plaio to the eyes of
the whole world. This portion of the country has cer-
tainly been negloeted. As I said a moment agy, I have
no intention of oriticieing the Government, but the time
has come for putting this region in communication with
the great centres. There lie there seven very rich

Sir Heoror LANGEVIN.

agricultural counties, each of which contains quite populous
villages and even towuns, such as Sorel, Nicolet, St. Oars,
and others whose names I forget; and all these small
centires are deprived, during the winter, of communication
with the great centres of Montreal and Quebec. The ad-
vantages that the building of this railway would give to the
Intercolonial are evident to everybody. The Intercolonial
costs us considerable sums of money every year, and I am
persuaded that if this road could take s short line to reach
Montreal the receipts would be increased, or at least the
deficits would be lessened. I cannot allow this question to
pass, Mr. Speaker, without insisting upon immediate action
on the part of the Government, and upon the granting of &
subsidy this Session for that portion of the railway which
is actually boilt—I mean the railway from Montreal to
Sorel. 1 am convinced that if the Government would grant
a fair subsidy to assist in the extemsion of the road, the
Provincial Government would do its duty in turn and would
give sach money assistance as would result in the con-
straction of the whole line. I venture to hope, Mr. Spaaker,
that the Government will take the matter into serious consi-
deration this Session,or at latest during the coming Session,
on the eve of the Dominion elections, say : this would be a
good way of pleasing the seven counties which are interest-
ed in the building of this railway, Some of them returned
Opposition members—the county of Chambly, for example ;
but if the Government would do what we ask of it, there is
no knowing what might happen.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. (Translation) I will say
but one word, Mr. Speaker, in answer to the hon. member
for Chambly (Mr. Préfontaine). I will not discuss the
question whether sufficient grants have been made by one
Government or the other; but I do not wish to leave the
House under the improssion that it is because the grant was
not large enough that the railway from Montreal to Sorel
was not in opsration this winter. It is useless to re-open
discussion on this point, but I will not admit that it is on
account of the insufficiency of the grants from the Dominion
Government that this railway is not now in running order,

Motion agreed to.

SOUNDINGS IN THE RICHELIEU RIVER.

Mr. GIGAULT asked, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to complete the surveying and sounding
operations still required on the Richelieu River in order to
permit of the preparation of a chart for the guidance of
masters of vessels navigating that river between the Inter-
national boundary line and the St. Lawrence ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, (Translation.) In answer
to the hon. member, I must say that the Department of
Pablic Works has not made an examination of this river
with the view of preparing a chart to be placed in the hands
of the public. The Department of Railways has made a
survey from the boundary, as far as St. Johu’s, for the pur-
poses of the canal. From Chambly procesdiag downwards
to Sorel there are buoys which mark the channel,

HOMESTEAD INSPECTORS IN MANITOBA AND
: THE NORIH -WEST.

Mr. McMULLEN moved for :

Return of copies of all inspections and reports made by Homestead
Inspectors in Msnitoba and the North-West Territories, from the ist day
of January, 1837, to the lst day of Janusry, 1889, the dates of the
several inspections aad reports, and the name of the inspector.

Mr. DEWDNREY. I think, when the hon, gentleman has
heard from me the amount it will cost to furnish the par-
ticulars covered by his motion, he will probably not press
it. I may state, for the information of the hon. gentleman,
that the number of reports made in 1887 by homestead inspec-
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tors was, 88 shown in the return presented to the House by
Sir John Macdonald on the 19th May, 1888, 2,487 ; and 3,898
reports were made by them from 1st January, 1888, to 31st
October, 1888 ; so that 6,385 reports wers made during those
21 months, The cost of copying each report, at five cents
per folio, would amount to at least one dollar; many of
them would cost two dollars each, but my officers have
averaged them at one dollar, which was considered a
very low average. The hon. gentleman also asks for copies
of the reports made during the three remaining months of
1888; so that the return would cost, according to informa-
tion I have received from my officers, 87,500, if it were pre-
pared. I thonght I had better mention this fact to the hon.
gentloman, and ask him what course he proposes to follow
under the circumstances.

Mr. LAURIER. Perbaps it would be preferable, under
all the circumstances mentioned by the Minister, that the
motion be allowed to stand till another day, so that the
hon. gentléman would have time to consider what course to
adopt.

Motion allowed to stand.

HIDE AND LEATHER INSPECTOR IN MONTREAL.
Mr. CURRAN moved for:

Copies of all papers an1 documents furnished the Government by the
Board of Examiners in connection with the recent examinations of can-
tti:;igltes for the office of Hide and Leather Inspector in the city of Mon-
He said : Mr, Speaker, I desire to make this motion on
account of the sarprise that was created in the city of Mon-
treal at the result of the action of the board by which so
many of the candidates who presented themselves for
examination, and who were supposed in the public estima-
tion to be men of qualification, some for the inspection of
leather, and others for the inspection of hides, were not
provided with certificates by this board of examiners, The
tacts are pretty well known that amongst those who had
applied were men who carried on the leather business in
various forms for a grest many years. In one case there
was Mr. Donovan, an old and experienced tanner, very well
versed in the leather business, and there were also a num-
ber of French Canadian gentlemen who also had been
engaged in this business, all of them oecupying a very
high position in the trade. 1 may say thatone candidate was
formerly a member of the board of examiners himself, and oo
a not remote occasion he issued a certificate to the inspector
for the county of Hochelaga. He found himself placked, or
set aside; at all events, he did not get a certificate. There
was a feeling of very considerable surprise that only two
or three out of all these gentlemen who applied, should
bave been furnished with certificates by this board of
examiuers, This state of affairs caused us to look into the
law as it now exists, and we find that in a number of cities
in Canada the Board of Trade is authorised to appoint a
board of examiners :

% Pive fit and ekilful persons, any three of whom shall be a8 quorum,

for each class of articles to be inspected, in each such locality or county,
to examine and test the ability and fitness of applicanta for the office of
inspector or deputy inspector of such articles.”’
This leads us to believe that the board has something more
than the power to investigate the actual capability of any
candidate aspiring to a eertificate enabling him to fill such
office ; that is to say, that the board has also to judge of
the fitness ; and that, despite the second clause of the same
section, which says:

¢ Every such board shall grant such certificates, and such only a8 to
the qualification of the candidates who present themselves for examina-
tion, as the knowladge and proficiendy of such candidates require or
Jjustify,”

I think that, under those circumstances the board, or rather
those who represent the board of examiners, and who are

anthorised to call in skilled persons to assist them, are, to
some extent, assuming a responsibility which ought to de-
volve on the Government, as to the fitness of the persons
who may apply for the certificates or for appointment to
the office that may happen to be opened. The mode in
which those examinations have been conducted will be ex-
plained, I trust, by the documents that will be laid before
the House, and that some substantial reason will be given
why persons who are supposed to be so thoroughly compet-
ent have been set aside and the number of those who re-
ceived certificates reduced to the number required to fill
the offices that happened to be vacant. I think that there
is another very objsctionable feature in the state of the pre-
sent law, If these inspectors are to be appointed, they are
supposed to be skilful persons, thoroughly versed in their
art; and I cannot see why they should not be enbjscted to
the samo test of examination as any other person requiring
special skill, I think it would be far preferable if the Gov-
ernment would take the power into their own hands;
and where an inspector is required for any of the
articles enumerated in the statute, that say: The
three senior inspectors of the Dominion should
be a board, that wounld pronounce upon the capabil-
ity of the candidates who would present themselves,
This board would then be composed of persons out-
gide of the trade, and persons who are not callel upon to
be in direct commuuication with those who are seeking a
certifi ate at their hands. In almost all those cases, in
fact, in every one of them, whether it be for inspector of
leather, potueh, flour, or anything else, the very men who
are on the board of examiners are linble to have business
connections with the gentleman appointed the very day
after ho receives his commission. I think that an indepen-
dent board of examiners should exist, composed of persons
skilled themselves, and who would not require to call on
experts in order to assist them in their examinations.
Above all, the board should not pronounce on anything but
the ability of the persons who seek for a certificate, leav-
ing the question of fitness to the respousibility of the Gov-
ernment itself. I direct the attention of the Government,
and erpecially of the hon. Minister in charge of this par-
ticular department, to what 1 conceive to be a state of the
Iaw that is not calculated to promote the best interests of
the trade and commerce of the Dominion. 1 trust that
not only shall we have somo light thrown upon the mode
of conducting these examinations in the recent past, but
also some explanation as to why men who were supposed
to be thoroughly competent were set aside. I trust, also,
that we shall have from the hon. Minister a statement that
the Government intends to amend the law, in some way, 80
as to arrive at a more desirable result in the fature,

Mr. COSTIGAN. Ido not propose to enter into a dis-
cussion on this question before the papers are brought
down. 1 may say, however, in view of some of the re-
marks which fell from the hon. gentleman who moved
the resolution, that it may be necessary, after consul-
tation with the Minister of Justice, to make some amend-
ment to the Act which would remove all doubt, if
any doubt exists, under that law. The ruggestion that
these examinations should be held by the three senior in-
spectors of our department would involve considerable cost.
This service is different from the service under any other
department. It is not a compulsory act; it is an optional
law, which the people can have at their request put into
operation in any district. The officers are not yaid by
fixed salaries, but by fees. The choice of the board of ex-
aminers is left to the boards of trede in large cities, which
I think are properly considered to be well qualified to
make a selection of suitable examiners to examine candi-
dates for the different inspectorships under that Act. The
only question that arises in my mind is as to whether
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some doubt has not arisen on account of the inconsistency,
if I may use the term, of the two sections just read by
the hon, member. That, as I bave said, 1 will bring to the
notice of the Minister of Justice. I may say, however, that
the law itself, with regard to sach appointments, clearly
limits the choice to the persons who hold those certificates.
The Government cannot appoint a man who does not hold
a certificate; we have no right to go behind the reports of
the examiners. All we have to be satisfied about is that
the persons have passed the examination and obtained cer-
tificates. )

Motion agreed to,

DISMISSAL OF THE HON. WM. ROSS,
Mr. LAURIER moved for:

Copies of all Orders in Oouncil, reports, correspondence and papers

relating to the dismissal of the Hon. Williain Ross from the Collector-
ship of Oustoms at the port of Halifax.
He eaid: It has been rumored that the Hon. Mr. Ross has
been dismissed for an act of courtesy which he extended to
a foreign versel. If this rumor is true, it is an action which
ought to invite the scrutiny of the House. But I do not
desire to judge of the question; I simply move for the
papers, to-day, hoping that they will be brought down at the
earliest poesible date.

Motion agreed to,

RETURNS ORDERED.

Return of the Receipts and Expenditures, in detail, chargeable to the
Consolidated Fund, trom the 1st day of July, 1888, to 1st February,
1889, with a comparative statement of the same from lst July, 1887, 1o
1st February, 1888.—(Sir Richard Oartwright.)

Return in the form used in the statements usually published in the
Gazette, of the Exports and lmports from the st day of July, 1888, to the
1st day of January, 1889, distinguishing the products of Canada and
those of other countries.—(3ir Richard Cartwright.)

Return of the names of all chaplains of public institautions under
appointment of the Governoment, together with the dates of their
appointment, the amount of iheir salaries, and the religious denomina-
tions to which they belong —(Mr. Innes.)

Return ghowing —1st. A list of all the present shareholders of the
Témiscouata Railway Company ; 3nd. The number of shares held by
each ghareholder; 3rd. The amount paid by each of them on their re-
speciive shares. —(Mr. Dessaint.)

PATENT BALLOT BOX.
Mr. BROWN moved :

That a Select Committee, composed of Messrs. Edgar, Girouard,

Hudspeth, Kenny, Lépine, Madill, 8kinner and Ward, be appointed %o
examine and report en a ballot or voting box invented by John Waddell,
of Harriston, and constructed, by order of the House, under the super-
intendence of Mr. John R. Arnoldi, chief mechanical engineer of the
Department of Public Works.
He gaid: It will be in the recollection of the House that the
Select Committee appointed by the House to examine this
box reported very favorably upon it, but desired that one
should be made under the saupervision of the chief mechani-
cal engineer of the Public Works Department. That box
has been made, and the object now in having this committee
appointed is to examine the box, and report to the House
upon it.

Motion agreed to.

MINISTERIAL CHANGEKS.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman
opposite made some enquiries about the ministerial changes,
when I was not in the House, yesterday. They are as fol-
lows: It was thought well that Sir Charles Tupper, the
Minister of Finance, should resume his position as High
Commissicner in London, and he, therefore, resigned the
position of Minister of Finance, and the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, Mr. Foster, was appointed in his stead and

Mr, CosT1GAN,

now holds that office. Instead of Mr. Foster as Minister of
Marine and Fisberies, Mr. C. H. Tupper was appointed.
In place of Mr. McoLelan, who was appointed Lieuntenant
Governor of his native Province, Nuva Scot:a, Mr. Haggart,
the member for North Lanark, was appointed Postmaster
General ; ard in place of the lamented Mr, White, Minister
of the Interior, Mr. Dewdney, the member for West Assini-
boia, was appointed to that office,

Mr, LAURIER. No one certainly would complain that
the explanations, or rather the recitation, of the hor,
gentleman has not been perfectly lucid. If anybody amongst
us has failed to read the Canada Gazette for the last seven
or eight months, and to notice what was going on with re-
gard to the offices in the Cabinet, he cannot now have any
doubt as to the changes that have taken placo. But, Mr.
Speaker, it seems to me that the occasion wou!d have been
right for some comments on the part of the hon. gentleman
rather than the very meagre, bare statement of fact which
he gave; and, perhaps, such comments will not be omt of
place at this moment, In the first place, I desire at
once to tender my congratulations to the present in-
cumbent of the portfolio of the Minister of Finance.
He is one of the young members of this House, his pro-
motion has been very rapid, and he has a very ardurus
task to perform. My hon. friend, the First Minister, can
be congratulated also upon the fact that he has at last
found a Minister of Finance for this country. It was, if I
remember rightly, Diogencs who, in the street at Athens,
went along with a lantern in the day-time seeking to find a
man. The hon. gentleman, very much in the rame way,
went through the ranks of his party seeking to fina a
Minister of Finance. He went from one constituency to
another, until at last he came upon the county of King’s,
N.B. still, all [ can say to my hon, friend, the pre ent in-
cumbent of the office, is that I wish him, with all my heart,
the strength, the courage, and the patience to re ist the
many applicatioos which will come to him, from day to day,
from the many friends of the National Policy, who, ever
praising that instrument as being everything that is gond,
right and fair, still are never satisfied with it, but always
want it tinkered at, and, like Oliver Twist, are always beg-
ging for more. As to the hon. the Postmaster General—woall,
from what his record has been in the House in the past, I can
only say 1 believe he will bs a very efficient Postmasier
General, And now, as to my hon. friend, the precent
Minister of Marine and Fisheries. My hon. friend is 8 young
man, which is an advantage. I think he is ambitious, which
is not at all a fault, and he has been placed at the head of
one of the most onerous departments in the service of his
country. 1 have no advice to tender him, and perbaps
if I were to do so, he would accept it; but all I can say
is that if he will realise, and realice early, that restric-
tion, obstruction and hardship are not the t ue Jins to
be acted on in his department, but that bre.dth of
thought and action, generosity in thought and deed, are
the best attributes that can be applied, not only to dcm3st.c
affairs, but to international affairs as well, he will huve the
opportunity of being most useful to his country. As to the
hon. the Minister of the Interior, I am sorry to say—'rdeed
I am very sorry to say—that in my conception of public
duty and of the discharge of what I conceive to be my daty,
not only to the House, but to my own conscience, I cannot
say otherwise than that his appointment to the office he
now occupies cannot be met but in terms of the most grave
censure, Against the hon. gentlemen personally, as a man,
I have not the slightest feeling, nor would I do him the
slightest injury, but I cannot be indifforent, and am
not indifferent to the fact which must stare every
man in the face who has followed the history of
his country for the last few years, that the appoint-
ment of the hon. gentleman to the onerous post he
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now occupies cannot be viewed in any other manner
than as an unfortunate one. He has been called to what
is, in my jundgment, the most important of all the depart-
ments of the state. The importance of that department is
derived from the fact that its execntive sphere extends over
those vast territories which only a few years ago were
added to the Dominion of Canads, and in which advancing
civilisation and receding savagery are every day coming
more and more into eontact and are exposed every day to
come into conflict; where the various interests, rights,
wants, passions and prejudices of the active and enter-
prising white man, and of the indolent, shiftless, diffident
and jealous Indian, and of the only half-tutored half-breed,
are always to be met, some to be cheecked, others to be
advanced, all to be kept in hand in order to prevent
possible collision, and therefore require an ever.watchful
eye and an ever ready hand. The hon. gentleman has been
for more than seven years up to a recent date, from the fall
of the year 1881 up to the early months of this year, in the
capacity of Lieutenant Governor of these territories, in the
capacity of official responsibility to the department of which
he is now the head, and who has in charge the destinies
of those territories ; and now, for the services which he has
rendered, I suppose, for the zeal and efficiency with which
he has discharged the duties which were incumbent upon
him, he is promoted to be head of the department to which
be was lately responsible. What has been his services?
What has been the discharge of his duty? When the hon.
gentleman took office, an important body of the population
of that country, the half-breeds on the Saskatchewan, were
petitioning, and had been petitioning for some time, the
Government for what they conceived to be their just rights,
arising out of the rew condition that was imposed upon
them by the transfer of their territory to the Government
of Canada. That was, after all, a very simple matter. They
asked simply that the same treatment which had been
meted out to the half-breeds of Manitoba should be meted
out to them. It has been the policy of England, wherever
ehe has taken up & new country, to deal fairly with the
aborigines. It has been her policy never to take possession
of their lands without giving compensation. That treatment
was allotted to the Indians and half-breeds of Manitoba as
well a8 to the first white occupants. The half-breed titles
were extinguished as well as the Indian titles, the latter,
though not in the same manner, in a manner peculiar to itself,
In Manitoba the Indian title was replaced by free grants of
land to heads of families and to minors, and the same
rights were asked for the population in the territory of the
Saskatchewan. In Manitoba all the holdings which the
half-breeds had taken, after the manner of their own fore-
fathers of the French race, were granted to the half-breeds
without any difficulty. The half breeds on the Saskatche-
wan asked for the same privileges. The propriety, the
fairpess, the justice of those demands were more than once
not only acknowledged, but recommended to the Govern-
ment by the North-West Council, over which the hon. gen-
tleman presided, and over which his predecessor, Governor
Laird, had also presided. ~Yet, those demands, just, fair
and equitable as they were, stipulated as they were, not
only by the North-West Council, but by all men in author-
ity in the North-West, were disregarded and never listened
to. An agitation grew among the half-breeds to obtain
what was refused to them, an agitation just, constitutional,
right and legitimate, but growing gradually unconstitu-
tional, tarbulent, violent and dangerous, ever growing more
dangerous, until at last it broke out into civil war and rebel-
lion ; and for the horrors of that civil war, for the millions of
treasure spent, for the property destroyed, for the blood
shed, for the lives lost, for the scaffold and prison, the men
responsible are not the poor half-breeds who one day,
goaded to madness, driven to despair by the silent contempi
thhiwhich all their demands had been met, took their

lives in their hands and risked everything dear to man—
life, limb and freedom—in order to get justice, and finally
gotit. No, they are the men who now sit on the Treasury
benches, who never listened to the demands of the half
breeds, but who, deaf to their entreaties, their prayers, at
once fell down on their knees the moment the rights of
those men were enforced by the bullets at Duck Lake; and
of all the men who now stand on the Treasury beuches, I
say that the man who is most responsible is the hon,
the Minister of Interior. The hon. gentleman had a duty
to perform, not only to those over whose destinies he had
been appointed to preside, but to the Government also who
had appointed him. And what was it? It was to present
the case of those people. 1t was to call the attention of
the Governmeut to what was going on, and as that agita-
tion became more and more dangerous, it was to endeavor
to do everything in his power in order to rouse the Govern.
ment out of its lethargy. What did he do? I charge
against the hon, gentleman that for the long time he was in
offige, though that agitation was going on in the territory,
he never once called the attention of the Government to
the claims of the half-breeds on the Saskatchewan.
I have here the blue-book brought down by the Govern-
ment in reference to this matter. I have here all the ocor-
respondence which was exchanged on that subject, and I
fail to see in any of these documents a single line written
by the hon, gentleman in reference to the condition of the
half-breeds of the Saskatchewan River,in referenoce to their
claims, or in reference to the dangerous character of the
agitation which was going on there. This is a very volum-
inous document. It extends to 113 pages, and I find four
commaunications from the hon. gentleman, one enclosing the
memorial of the North-West Council, recommending special
surveys and grants to land occupied by half breeds. That
is dated the 19th Ootober, 1883. Another is dated the 22nd
March, 1882, enclosing the resolutions adopted at a public
meeting held at Prince Albert. Then there is a letter of
the 19th March, 1883, setting forth that the lands occupied
by the half-breeds should be sold, and the price distri-
buted among them. The last communication is dated
29th August, 1852, which is a letter on the same sabject.
In reference to the state of the half-breeds of the Saskatch-
ewan River, there was never a word sent to the Govern-
ment by the hon, gentleman, There is more than this.
We have it in evidence from the letter addressed by Bishop
Grandin to the Minister of Public Works, which was intro-
duced in this House by the hon. member for Bellechasse
(Mr. Amyot) in 1884, that the hon. gentleman visited the
Saskatchewan district and was met not only with coolness,
but with discourtesy, on account of the long delays which
the half-breeds had met with in the settlement of their
rights,
Mr. DEWDNEY., No.

Mr, LAURIER. The hon. gentleman says “ No.” This
is what the bishop says, under date of 13th June, 1884 :

“ I take the liberty of addressing to your honor the accompanying
letter to the hon. premier, containing the cause of complaint communi-
cated to me by the half-breeds of the district of Lorne oa the occasion
of my journey to Prince Albert. I cannotexpress to you the pain [ felt
on learning that they had sent a message to Louis Riel, and that they
had given 8o uabefitting a reception to the hon. Governor of the North-
West. OUn geeing their state of excitement and discontent, almost
amounting to revolt, I perceived them to be under some painful, hostile
influence. I was even convinced of thig by communications made to me
by ceriain most respectable persons of Priace albert- They detailed
their sources of discontent and grievauces to me. Whilst not approv-
ing some, I must acknowledge that there are many with which I heart~
ily sympathise. I deeply deplore the scornful way in which the Gove.
ernment hag & fashion of treating the native half-breeds. The gentle-~
men of the Government cannot be ignorant of the fuct that the half-
breeds, as well as the Indians, have their national piide; they like to
meet with a.ttexni?n, and are greatly irritated by the contleu.pt with
which they, rightly or wroagly, believe themselves 10 be treated.”

1t appears, therefore, from this letter, that the hon, gentle-
man visited the district of the Saskatchewan, that he met
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with no courteous treatment on the part of the half-breeds,
some of them presented their claims, some of which were
not entertained while some were afterwards allowed ; but it
does not appear that the hon. gentleman communicated
these facts to the Government of which at that time he was
an officer. I ask the House if such an offence as that can
be condoned, and if there was ever such an offence in any
part of the world, followed by such results, which could be
condoned. It was the duty of the hon, gentleman then and
there to report to the Government the dangerous condition
of the North-West ; it was his duty, and it should have been
his pride to be the protector of these people, because they
had no other protector there ; it should have been his pride
to be their friend, because they had no other friend; and it
should have been his pride to speak on their behalf. He
never did, he never gave any warning, and the consequences
we know ; we know the storm which was raised, and which
reached himself in his gubernatorial home in 1884, and
afterwards swept over the prairies of the North-West,
Under the circumstances, I say thatthere was & time in the
history of England, and perhaps in the history of this doun-
try, when such an offenee would bave brought the hon. gen-
tleman to the Bar ot this Iicuso. In these days, perhaps such
a course could not be sdoptcd here; but, though the hon.
gentleman’s action may Le condoned elsewhere, it cannot
be properly condoned on the floor of Parliament.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman
opposite cannot get over the events of some years ago. It
will be remembered that, in one of his works, Dickens re-
fers to & man who, though ordinarily in the enjoyment of
a reasonable amount of intellect, always had the bead of
Charles I coming in between him and any conversation or
employment in which he might be engaged. My hon.
friend opposite, though rational, and more than rational
on general subjects, cannot forget that he sympathised
with those battles on the banks of the Saskatchewan.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Hon. gentlemen do not
like to hear that statement, but it is true; and the hon.
ﬁenﬂeman finds himself unable to forget the views which

e expressed, perhaps more warmly than loyally, and he
now throws across the floor of the House these accusa-
tions against my hon. friend who is in every way his equal,
and in some respects I would not compare them, The hon.
gentleman says that he holds my hon. friend behind me
primarily responsible for the events in the North-West.
My hon, friend had just as much to do with those events as
the hon. gentleman who attacks him. The half-breeds
were not Indians. They stood in the position of white men
with Indian mothers, with a little more or less of the bow
and arrow in their strain, but their cases were to be judged
just thé same as those of any settler in the country, just the
same a8 the case of auy man who was altogether white,
They had their claims, and they made their claims, and
through whom did they make them? Nout through
my hon. friend as Indian Commissioner, because as
Indian Commissioner he had nothing to do with
the half-breeds; rmot throngh my hon. friend as
Lieutenant Governor of the North-West, because in that
capacity he had nothing to do with the land grant-
ing department. He could not influence the officers
of the Dominion Government as to the granting of a single
quarter-section in the North-West. His duties were alto-
gether limited by the Act of Parliament which was passed
in reference to the North-West, which did not give any
oontrol of the land or the settlement of the claims of any
man—red or white or half breed—as to lands or compensa-
tion for lands, or anything of that kind, My hob, friend
had nothing in the world to do either with the half-breed
question or the half-breed claims, no more than any hon.
gentleman in this House.

Mr, LaugiEs.

An hon, MEMBER. Who had ?

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. The Government of the
day; and having been a member of the Government of
those days, I desire to take the whole responsibility. If
there is any blame to be thrown it is on the Government of
those days, or of this day, and not upon my hon. friend. I
think it was an ungenerous and unfounded -attack of the
hon. gentleman on my hon. friend. It was altogether un-
warranted, it was altogether baseless. No matter what my
hon. triend’s sympathies may have been, no matter whether
he thought the halfbrecds had a good case or a bad case,
he counld not in any way decide those claims or adjudioate
upon them. These went to the different land agencies
in the North-West, and from the land agency to the chief
officer at Winnipeg, and from the chief officer at Winnipeg
to the Government at Ottawa. As to our responsibility,
as to the responsibility of the Government of those days,
we have had that discussed ad nausem. We have had it
from year to year, and this House, and a previous House,
and the people of the country, have declared upon
the conduct of the Government with respect to what
is called the North-West disturbance. &e are quite
willing to rest our case upon the facts as laid before Parlia-
ment; we are quite willing to rest upon the decision of
Parliament; we are quite willing to rest upon the decision
of the people with respect to the unhappy events to which
the hon. gentleman has allnded. But I declare in my place
that in BO way whatever can the hon. member from East
Assiniboia (Mr. Dewdney) be charged with neglect. He
was not & member of the Government, he had no control
over the Government in any respect, and he cannot be
charged with complicity or with neglect, with sins of com-
mission or omission of any kind, with respect to the
events in the North-West. If there was wrong done, it
wag the Government of the day who did the wrong, If
there were any evil consequences arising from the policy
of the Government, they must be held responsible for them ;
but the hon. gentleman, having no power, having no
commission given him to act in any of these matters,
having no means to influence in any respect any of those
matters—I say the attack upon him was undeserved, alto-
gether uncalled for, I mustsay altogether hasty and uncon-
sidered ; and my hon, friend has not acted with his usual
sense of justice in making this attack. The hon, gentle-
man says that he does not find there was any correspon-
dence brought down between the Government and my hon,
friend when he was Lieutenant Governor of the North-West.
Mr. Speaker, what would be the value of any correspon-
dence? In those days, with trouble impending, with
threats of all kinds held out to the Govern ment, with claims
pressed unduly and disloyally, and with the whole country
in a state of disturbance—what would have been the value
of official reports made by the hon. gentleman? The
whole value of any such reports lies in their confidential
nature; and I can state in my place, a8 having been First
Minister in those days, that an active, and a constant, and
a continual confidential correspondence was conducted be-
tween the Government at Ottawa and my hon, friend be-
hind me.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, Isayso—thathe expressed
his views, If he received any information he conveyed
that information, and he did not hestitate to write contina-
ally, to commanicate everything that he considered of value
to the Government; and not only that, but we had still
more important communications from the officers who were
responsible—from the Indian agencies, from the Indian jo-
spectors, from the land agenis, from the land inspectors.
Those men were responsible, those men did report, those
men spoke with authority, My hon. friend, in any com-
munications to the Government, made them confidentially,
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a8 being & high officer in the Government and anxious to
convey all the information within his power. But, Mr.
Speaker, he had no authority, he had nothing to do
with the land grants, he had nothing to do with the
claims of the Indians, he was not called upon to make a
single report, and he could not have the means of making
a report, a8 to the justice or injustice of the claims of these
half-breeds, or any of them; and, therefore, I say again, that
1 regret the attack made upon my hon. friend. Now, a8
the debate has gone on, I may state the reason of the ap-
pointment. My hon. friend was selected to take his pre-
sent position from his loog acquaintance with that great
country west of the Province of Ontario, Those hon. gen-
tlemen who have sat in Parliament for some time remember
my hon. friend as a British Columbian, representing a Brit-
ish Columbia constituency. He represented that country
for some time, and he was resident in that Province for
many years, and held a very high professional position as
civil engineer and surveyor before he came here. He knew
that Province thoroughly. He had been appointed by the
Government, of which I was the head, as Indian Commis-
sioner, and he had been in the North-West for some
time. He knew the Indian tribes, he knew the
Indian habits, he knew the best mode of dealing
with }hq Indiaps, from his long experience as Indian
Commissioner; and if any hon. gentleman will make
enquiries, from the great chief of the Blackfeet, Crow
Foot, down to the smallest chief in the North-West, these
will answer without a single exception that they look up
to him, and did look up to him, as their father and as their
chief, I say this, that from every one, from one end of the
N orth-V_Vest to the other, there have been unanimous
expressions from the Indians of their confidence in him as
the head of the Indian Department, and as Indian Coramis-
sioner. Then, with respect to his conduct as Lieutenant
Governor of the North-West. Sir, he has been, I was going
to say, smothered with roses. All kinds of compliments
have been paid to him by those who knew what his conduct
was 28 Lieutenant Governor of the North-West, from Bishop
Grandin, whom the hon. gentleman quoted, from Archbishop
Taché, and Father Lacombe, and all those who knew what
his conduct had been—they all, without exception, con-
gratulated him on his appointment to the office he now
holds, and which I believe he holds to the satisfaction_ of
the country. Every one knows the straightforward, clear,
single-mindedness of the apostle to the Blackfeet, Father
Lacombe, and in his letter he says to him :
“I 7

the & ;ﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁu‘i:t:h?x‘}igﬁ’: lgle:gxer'xg your present office because you are
And so did Bishop Grandin say ; so did the Catholic clergy
say; and they were men who st first, before they knew
the value of my hon. friend, might have raised an objection
to his appointmint. They have as one man stated that he
was the right man in the right place, In the first place,
my hon. friend was thoroughly acquainted with British
Columbia, he was thoroughly acquainted with the North-
Weat, he was thoroughly, and is thoroughly, acquainted with
the Indian character, and the Indian wants, and the Indian
fral-ltnes, and the best mode of managing the Indians; and,
besides that, he is a man that I, who am responsible
for the choice of my colleagues, have every con-
fidence in, atd I am quite satisfied that he will
justify—aye, and more than jastify—his selection.
It was ot very great importance that there should
be a selection made from those portionsof the Dominion
]ylng west of the four old Provinces. A feeling of dissatis-
faction had arisen, and was being rather loudly expressed,
that the four old Provinces should control the whole of this
vast continent, and there was no representative man from
west of the western boundary of Ontario; and in the selec-
tion of my hon. friend, beside his personal qualifications,
which, I think, as I have stated, fully justify his appoint-

ment—the faot of his being a British Columbian, the fact of
his having had a long experience in Manitoba and British
Colambia, and the fact of his coming here as a representa-
tive of a North-West constituency—went far to allay that
dissatisfaction and to introduce the practice of having all
portions of this vast Dominion represented in the govern-
ment of the country.

Mr. SPEAKER. I may mention that, in my opinion, this
debate is somewhat irregular, because there is no motion
before the House. Although this is a very important dis-
cussion, it would be better to have a formal motion to ad-
journ so that the debate could be regularly continued.

Mr. MITCHELL moved the adjournment of the House.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Although, Mr. Speaker,
I am not going to question your ruling, I may remark that,
on all oceasions on which [ have been present, debates aris-
ing on ministerial explanations, have proceeded without the
necessity of a formal motion being made; still, I daresay,
you, Sir, are correct, technically at all events, in deciding
that a motion should be before the Chair, Now, with re-
spect to the question, I am bound to say that I think if the
First Minister had taken the trouble to examine the nows-
paper criticisms made on the appointment at the time, he
would have noticed one thing at all events, that a very
large percentage of the newspapers on both sides of politics
regarded the present appointment as a very extraordinary
one indeed. But I do not myself regard the appointment
as half 80 extraordinary as some of the propositions that
have been put forward by the right hon. gentleman
in defence thereof. The right hon. gentleman was
good enough to tell us that all we have to do is
to look to the Government of the day. No doubt
he is right this far, that they are primarily respon-
gible beyond all question for the good government and
good administration of this country. But 1 take it that
this House and this country, too, have a right to examine
and to criticise, with the utmost possible freedom. the con-
duct of the agents, whomsoever they may be, who may
be employed by the Government of the day, and 1 think I
am most strictly in accord, not only with Canadian but
with British precedent, in saying that on all occasions, on
every occasion, the House of Commons here and elsewhere
has reserved to itself the very fullest right to oriticise the
conduct of agents of the Government, even when, for rea-
gons which have very little to do with the merits of the
case, it may have appeared fit to a majority of the Govern-
ment supporters in the House or out of it to sustain, on the
whole, the Government of the day. There is but one point
on which I disagree a little with my hon, friend, the leader
of the Opposition, and that is this: the hon. gentleman, if
I took down his words correctly, declared he held the pre-
sent Minister of the Interior to be the man of all others in
Canada who was most responsible for the rebellion, for the
civil war which lately broke oat in the North-West.
I differ from my hon. friend. I think the First Minister,
for once in his life, was correct: he, and not the
Minister of the Interior, was the man who before heaven
was most responsible for the lives that were lost, who was
most responsible for the mischief done to this country, who
was most responsible for the irritation between the two
races inhabiting this country which was created. To his
negligence, to his scandalous malfeasance of office, to his
criminal negligence of the plainest duties which appertain
to his offise—to those more than to any other thing else
was due the late rebellion, and he was right in taking on
his own shoulders the chief burden and responsibility for
that event. But it does not at all follow that the man
appointed by the Government of the day,who was paid a large
salary out of the funds of the people of this country to watch
over the events occurring in that region, to report to the
Government what was going on in the district which he
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had in charge, that he is to go scathless becanse we may
hold the Government primarily responsible, Sir, it is
altogether beside the question to say that the present Min-
ister of the Interior had no means whatever forseeingthat the
wrongs said 1o be inflicted upon the half breeds of the Sas-
katchewan or elsewhere were bronght to light and righted.
It was his bounden duty, whether he had authority or not,
on his own proper motion, to recognise those events, to make
himself acquainted with the state of feeling from one
end of that country to another; it was his bounden duty,
if there was any wrong and iojustice inflicted on those
people, to call the attention of the Government of the day
to those wrongs, and to do all that in him lay to have them
righted. Some of the statements made by the First Minis.
ter do indeed go to show that it is possible—we have no
means of judging of that at presant—that the conduct of
the Government, bad as we know it to have been, was in-
finitely worse than we had cupposed it. If the present
Minister of the Interior did his duty as he ought to have
done ; if the present Minister of the Interior kept the First
Minister and the Government of which he was the chief,
duly advised of the state of things and of the feeling exist-
ing on the banks of the Saskatchewaun, if he warned them
in good time of the risks they ran, of the danger of a revolt
there, if he did his duty ss the Premier appeared to imply
he did, then these gentlemen opposite were ten times more
guilty than any one has supposed them to be. We know
they had warnings sufficient, that men of all sorts and con-
ditions had, time after time, times without number, address-
ed appeals to these hon. gentlemen. Probably it is
fair for us to suppose that when they received those
appeals they applied to the officer in charge of that
territory, that they asked him what he thought about
it, what really was the state of the case. Up to the

resent statement, judging from the evidence laid on the

able of the House, we had a right to suppose, that the hon.
gentleman pooh-poohed those reports, that he contributed
to deceive and to blind the eyes of the Government, If it
was otherwise, if he did his duty, it he warned them,
if he corroborated those statements, then I say that the
guilt of the Government is very great indeed on that ac-
count. 8ir, how stands the case ? We koow this much :
that a rebellion broke out three years ago on the banks of
the Saskatchewan. We know that to suppress that rebel-
lion we expended $8,000,000 and, what was very much
more important, sacrificed valuable lives, and to-day our
pension list is there reminding us that there are many men
maimed and disabled from one end of Canada to the other
who rue the consequences of the neglect of the present
Government. We know, Sir, that the Government had
ample warning. But so0 far as the evidence before us goes,
8o far as the reports laid on the Table of the House by the
Government in reply to the repeated demands made
for information go to show, it appears, save only for the
statement made by the Premier to-day, that the present
Minister of the Interior, the Governor in charge of the terri-
tory, sent no warning, gave no notice, did nothing for bis
part to open the eyes of the Government to the dangers they
were incurring. Here we find that after the rebellion had
arisen under circumstauces which, as I have said, amply
warranted us in believing, up to the present moment at
least, that the present Minister of the Interior had entirely
failed in the discharge of his duties, we find that the
man who next to the Premier of this Dominion was
responsible in virtue of his office of Governor of that terri-
tory, that that man in whose time and under whose eye
this rebellion sprung up is especially selected for reward.
Sir, one of two things is perfectly clear: either the Minister
of the Interior knew the state of the country and knew
what was coming, or else the Minister did not know. 1f
he knew it and if he failed to give information to the
Government, then, Sir, there is no man here who will 8ay

Sir RioHARD CARTWRIGHT,

that he was not guilty of a very great breach of duty. If,
on the other hand, he was deceived, if with all the appliances
and means for obtaining knowledge at his disposal, if with
every opportunity for information, he failed to understand
the state of things immediately under his own eye, I say
from that fact alone, he is manifestly and evidently utterly
unfit for the important position he now holds. And, S, in
that case the appointment would be an insult, not only to
the intelligence of the House, but an insult to every hon.
gentleman who follows the First Minister on the other side.

Mr. MITCHELL. Perhapg there was a third reason.
May be it was his reward for keeping his mouth closed.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. My hon, friend sug-
gests there may be an explanation for all this, and nv doubt
not a few parties have suggested the same; that the Minis-
ter of the Interior had it in his power at the time, and has it
in his power at the present momeut, to prove that what we
suspect is correct, aud what the First Minister has almost
admitted is correct, to prove that he gave ample warning,
and to prove that the Government sinned against light and
knowledge. To prove also, that the Government with
wilful deliberation, almost I will say of set malice, brought
about that unfortunate insurrection in the North-West.
Sir, that is about the only explanation that can be given
consistent with the circumstances of the extraordinary step
that the hon. gentleman has taken. The ome thing, Sir,
that is perfectly elear in this matter is, that if the hom
gentleman deserves the enconiums which the Frst Minister
has paid him, and if the hon. gentleman is really thoroughly
fitted in all respects for his office, then, Sir, I repeat.that it
is impossible to over-estimate the misconduct of which the
First Minister and his eolleagues were guilty, after being
warned by that autherity, in allowing the rebellion to take
place at all. 8ir, I would like to know, are we to under
stand for the fature, that tho avenue on the part-
of governors for high promotion is that they
should permit a rebellion to spring up in their
territory ? Are these rebellions the fruit of spontaneous
combustion, or do they come from causes pretty
well understood in this House? Do they come from
the negligence, do they come from the corruption, do they
come from the misconduct of the officials who receive our
money and are responsible for the administration of the
government of the couutry ? Possibly it may be found that
there is another lesson which is to be drawn from this
remarkable appointment, and from some of the appointments
that followed it, and I present it fairly to hon. gentlemen
on the other side, Finding appoictments of this kind made
I wounld advise them all—and I think they have seen very
good illustrations of the wisdom of the advice I am about to
give them—I would advise them all to assert themselves,
and not to sit down dumbly, and tamely, and allow such
things to be perpetrated without expressing their opinions
foreibly. I think, Sir, some of those hon. gentlemen bave
profited by the lesson, and I do think that others in the
future will not be found slow to mark, and follow, and
profit by it also, Under those circumstances I say this: 1
say that the Government, by their own act, are condemned ;
that the hon. gentleman who now sits in the position of the
Minister of the Interior, if he be fit for his office, and if pe
did discharge his duty, if he did give warning, then, Sir,
the severest things that have been said by my hon. friend,
or any of his supporters as to the misconduct of the Govera-
ment, are more than justified by the act of the Government
itself.

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, if there is any doubt
about who moved the adjournment of the House I beg to
say that I did, and for harmony’s sake I would withdraw
the motion, as I consider quite enough has been said abous
it. I will say, before doing so, that I rather sympathise

lwith the views expressed by the hon, gentleman on my
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right here, than I do with the conclusions the hon. gentle-
man, the leader of the Opposition, propounded; mnot that I
disagree generally with his views, but in putting so much
blame on the Minister of the Interior as he has done I think
that he has made a little mistake. I think the suggestion
I made to the right hon. gentleman (Sir Richard Cart-
wright) is correct, that the appointment of the present oo-
cupant of the Minister of the Interior is a just reward for
his silence.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjour nment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and House adjourned at 5:10 p.m,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
TaURSDAY, 7th February, 1889.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PRAYERS.
MEMBER INTRODUCED.

Lieut.-Gen. JouN WiMBURN LavURrir, Member for the Electoral District
of Shelburne, introdaced by Sir John A. Macdonald and Sir John
Thompson.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD presented a Message from
His Excellency the Governor General.

Mr. SPEAKER read the Message, as follows :—

STANLEY OF PRESTON.

The Governor General transmits to the House of Commons, an ap-
proved Minute of OCouncil, appointing the Right Honorable Sir John
Macdonald, G.C.B , President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada,
the Honorable Sir Hector Langevin, K.C.M.G. Mmister of Public
Works, the Honorable John Costigan, Minister of Lnland Revenue,
and the Honorable George Eulas Foster, Minister of Finance, to act
with the Speaker of the House of Commons, a8 Commissioners for the
gnrposes and under the provisions of the 13th Chapter of the Revised

mtn,t,es ot Uanada, intituled : ¢ An Act respecting the House of Com-
mons.

Governyext Housz,
UTTaWA, 6th February, 1889.

FIRST READINGS.

_Bill (No. 12) to provide for a regular Ferry between the
city of Quebec and the town of Lévis.— (Mr. Choguette.)

Bill (No. 13) to require the owners of elevators and
hoists to guard against accidents.—(Mr. Madill.)

THE FRENCH LANGUAGE ON THE INTERCOLO-
NIAL RAILWAY.

Mr. CHOQUETTE asked, Whether any petitions, letters
or other documents have been forwarded to the Govern-
ment, or to the Department of Railways, respecting the
appointment of a superintendent, able to speak and write
the French language, for that gection of the Intercolonial
Railway which traverses the Provinece of Quebec; and if
80, by whom were such documents or petitions forwarded,
when they were received, and what answer was made
thereto ?

Mr. BOWELL. No such letters, petitions or documents
lm.vet been received by the Government or by the depart-
ment,

RIVER RICHELIEU SURVEY.

Mr. GIGAULT asked, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to complete the surveying and sounding oper-

ations still required on the River Richelieu, {0 permit of a
chart being prepared for the guidance of masters of vessels
navigating that river between the International Boundary
line and the St. Lawrence ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. In answer to the hon. mem-
ber, I may say that the Department of Public Works has
made no survey of the river with the view of preparing a
chart to be put in the hands of the public. The Department
of Railways has made a survey from the frontier line to St,
Johos, with the view of building & canal From Chawmbly
down to Sorel there are bnoys indicating the channel.

REPORTS OF HOMESTEAD INSPECTORS IN MANI-
TOBA AND THE NORTH-WEST.

Mr. MoMULLEN. When my motion for copies of all
inspections and reports made by homestead inspectors in
Manitoba and North-West Territories from 1st January,
1887, to 1st Janvary, 1889, was before the House yesterday,
the Minister of Interior made a statement with regard to
the probable cost of bringing decwn such return. In the
face of that statement I am quite willing to withdraw the
motion ; but I would ask the hon. Minister whether it

would be possible for me to be permitted the privilego of
examining these returns in the Department of the Lnterior.
It I were permitted that privilege I could gather the infor-
mation I require.

Mr. DEWDNEY. Of course I have no objection to that
being done by the hon, gentleman. I shall be glad to give
him all information in the office. Some of the reports may
be at Winnipeg, but any information we possess I shall be
glad to give to the hon. gentleman,

Motion withdrawn.
THE QUEBEC CONFERENCE,
Mr, EDGAR moved for :

Oopies of the resolutions passed at the conference held in 1887, at the
city of Quebec, of delegates from the several Provinces of Untario,
Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Manitoba, and of all papers
and correspondence relating thereto.

He said : In October, 1887, a conference was held at the city
of Quebec, composed of delegates from all Provinces of the
Dominion, except Prince Edward Island and British Colum-
bia. The matters which were chiefly discussed by the de-
legates on that occasion were the relations between the
Dominion and the Provinces, more especially with regard
to their legal powers, their executive functions and their
provincial affaire. They arrived at the conolusion, I be
lieve, that our written constitution, embodied in the British
North America Act, after 20 years of trial, could be improv-
ed in several particnlars by amendment. The result of
their deliberations was embodied in a series of resolutions,
which, I understand, have been forwarded to the Govern-
ment of the Dominion. The Government have not, 1 think,
yet chosen to lay those resolutions before the House; but
they are so important that the House ought to be placed at
the earliest possible moment in & position to judge of them,
by being placed in possession of ihe same information as
was in the hands of the Executive. If the motion is adopt-
ed, I hope the Government will lay the papers on the Table

without delay.
Motion agreed to.
RETURN ORDERED.

Return showing the receipts by the Trustees of the various town sites
in the North-West Territories, from sales of lands and otherwise ; and,
also, of all expenditures in connection therewith, since the year 1882.—

(Mr. Davin.) .

REPORT.

Annual Report of the Department of Indian Affairs, for
the year ending 30th June, 1888,~(Mr, Dewdney.)
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Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the Hoase.

Motion agreed to ; and House adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Farpay, 8th February, 1889,
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.
PrAYERs.

FIRST READINGS.

Bill (No. 14) to incorporate the Alberta Railway and
Coal Company . —(Mr. Shanly.)

Bill (No. 15) respecting the Kootenay and Athabasca
Railway Company.—(Mr. Mara.)

Bill (No. 16) to provide against frauds in supplying milk
to cheese and butter factories,—(Mr. Burdett.)

PRIVATE BILLS.
Mr. WOOD (Brockville) moved :

That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Seleet Standing
Committee on Standing Orders, the time for receiving petitions for
Private Billa be extended to Friday, 22nd instant, and the time for pre-
senting Private Bills to Thursday, 28th instant.

Motion agreed to.

TRADE COMMISSIONER TO SOUTH AMERICA,

Mr. MoMULLEN asked, 1. What has been paid to
Simeon Jones, Esq., of St. John, New Brunswick, on account
of remuneration or expenses as Trade Commissioner to
South America? 2, Is any further sum claimed by or pay-
able to him, or on account of expenses or services rendered
by bim in connection with said commission ?

Mr.FOSTER. Mr.Jones has been paid $1,000 on account.
This is not the total amount of his expenses. His bill, I
think, is in, and is before the Auditor General, Neither does
that include any remuneration for services outside of
expenses, on account of which nothing has as yet been paid.

THE FISHERIES QUESTION.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) asked, Is it the intention of the
Government to treat the temporary offer made by the
British Plenipotentiaries to those of the United States at
the time of the signing of the Fishery Treaty in Washing-
ton, November, 1888, and known as_the Modus Vivendi, as
still in force, and to issue licenses as therein provided to
Anmerican fishermen for the fishing season of 1889 ?

Mr. TUPPER. That subject is now under the consider-
ation of the Government.

THE ELECTORAL LISTS.

Mr., CHOQUETTE asked, What is the iotal amount
expended up to date on the preparation, revision, printing,
&c., of the electoral lists, in pursuance of the Klectoral
Franchise Act ?

Mr, BOWELL. I will have to ask the hon. gentleman to
be kind enough to let that stand, as I have not yet been
supplied with the figures, I hope to have them on Monday.

THE DREDGE PRINCE EDWARD.

Mr. PERRY asked, Is the Government paying Captain
Doyle, of the dredge Prince Edward, wages or salary darin
the time said dredge is laid up ? If so, what is the amount

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. Yes. In saccordance with
the rule which obtains on the spoon dredges of the depart-
ment in the Maritime Provinces, the master and engineer
of the dredges are retained in the employment of the de-
partment, and are employed in looking after and superin-
tending the repairs which have to be made annually., Mr.
Doyle receives $90 per month,

PINE TIMBER ON INDIAN RESERVE.

Mr. BARRON asked, Whether the pine timber on the
Indian Reserve No. 6, under the Robinson Treaty, known
a8 Shawanakiskic's Reserve, was sold in 1886 to a Mr.
Robillard ? Is the said Robillard the same as Henoré Robil-
lard? s the said Honoré Robillard a member of the House
of Commons of Canada; and, if so, what constituency does
he represent ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. Timber was sold to Mr. Robillard in
September, 1886. Honoré Robillard is the licensee, Mr.
Robillard was not then & member of the House of Commons.
He is now member for Ottawa city.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY,

Mr. FOSTER preeented a Message from His Excellency
the Governor General,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER read the Message, as follows:—

STANLEY oF PRESTON.

The Governor General transmits to the House of Commons, Estimates
of saums required for the service of the Dominion for the year ending
30th June, 1890, and in accordance with the provisions of ** The British
North America Aot, 1867,’” the Governor General recommends these
Estimates to the House of Commons.

GoveErNMENT HoUsE,
QOrTaWA, Tth February, 1889.

THE ESTIMATES.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I would like to take
this opportunity to enquire of the Government, whether
they intend to pursme the practice introduced by Sir
Charles Tupper last year, of proceeding forthwith with the
consideration of the Estimates before the annual financial
statement is made, or whether it is their intention to have
the financial statement made before the items are considered
in detail ?

Mr. FOSTER. It is the intention of the Government to
follow the practice introduced last year in this House for
the first time, I believe, and which is followed in England —
that is, to go on with the Estimates without waiting for the
financial statement. I hope there will be no objection to
taking up the Estimates on, say, Tuesday next.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I always thought that
the English practice was a very good one, and I have no
objection in the world on my part to offer to the suggestion
of the Minister.

THE RECENT LOAN.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT moved for:

Return showing amounts received on account of loan recently nego-
tiated, together with a statement of the sums (forming portions of the
same) placed on deposit with Canadian or other banks since the 1st day
of July, 1888, and the rate of interest agreed to be paid on the game.

Mr. FOSTER. I see the hon. gentleman has asked for
¢ statement of sums placed with Canadian or other banks
since the lst of July.” That, if I interpreted it literally,
would not give him what he wishes. Probably he had
befter amend it by saying ¢ 30th of June, 1888.”

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. YVery well, Sir, ¢ 30th
of June, 1888.”

Motion agreed to.
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ACCOUNT OF D. O'CONNOR.
Mr. McMULLEN moved for :

Retarn showing, in detail, the account of D, O’Connor for law

cases, counsel feed, &c, amounting in all to $18,880.02, as shown on
page A 11 of Auditor General's Account for fiscal year ending 30th
June, 1888.
He said: Since placing this notice on the paper, I have
decided that I can reach the object I have in view better and
more quickly by moving for the return in the Public
Accounts Committee. I will, therefore, with the permission
of the House, withdraw the motion,

Motion withdrawn.
THE DREDGE PRINCE EDWARD,
Mr, PERRY moved fer :

Return showing what repairs have been done to the dredge Prince

Edward during the year 1888, the date of commencement of work,
and when finished, with cost of said work ; also the amount of work
done by said dredge during the year 1888.
He said: I desire to say, in connection with this motion,
that I cannot understand the reason why the dredge
Prince Edward has been kept idle for nearly two years, at
any rate more than a year and a-half. It is well known
that there are several harbors about Prince Edward Island
that require to be dredged ; and why the Government are so
delinquent in their duty in this respect I do not understand,
It appears that, whenever any work is asked for Prince
Edward Island, the Government look upon it as part of
New Zealand, Newfoundland, England, [reland, Scotland or
some other country, instead of part of the Dominion of
Canada. I maintain that Prince Edward Island is part
and parcel of the Dominion of Canada, and that whatever
work is required there is not for Prince Edward Island
alone, but for the whole Dominion. In 1887 the dredge
Prince Edward was at work dredging out Tignish Harbor,
where she continued at work until the 27th of August,
when she was brought to Charlottetown and put on the
stocks for repairs. I was under the impression that on the
1st June last that boat would have been fit for work, and
would have been sent to Cascumpec, Victoria, Summerside,
or some other harbor, for there are so many harbors
requiring dredging abont Prince Edward Island that it
would take a long time to enumerate them all. I believe
it took the whole of the summer of 1858 to repair that
boat. Why, Sir, it took four times a3 long to repair her as
it took to build the new steamer Stamley, which cost
$150,000. Why the harbors of Prince Edward Island are
neglected in this way, I do not understand. I presume the
hon. Minister of Public Works will be able to explain why
this dredge was left at Charlottetown all winter. I suppose
some friend of the Government had to be accommodated
with the opportunity to import stuff from the other side, and
could not import it in the fall, and the boat had to be left
there all winter, while the captain was receiving $30 a
month for walking about with his hands in his pockets
doing nothing. I do not know how the Government are
going to justify themselves for having done such an
injustice to Prince Edward Island, We may be able to see
by this return how long it took the Government and their
agents in Charlottetown to expend a few thousand dollars
to repair that dredge.

Mr. WELSH. I wish to say a few words on this matter.
The dredge was laid up for repairs, I believe, in August,
1887, when she was brought down from the north end of
the Island to Charlottetown, and ordered to be hauled up in
the marine slip there. She remained there all the follow-
ing fall and winter, and during that time there was not &
hand’s tarn done to that boat, although the captain and the
engineer have been kept on full pay from the time she was
laid up for repairs until the present time. When the

Northern Light was laid up for the summer, her captain was
sent off on half pay. It is now going on three years since
this dredge was laid up for repairs; and I venture to say
that if a commission were appointed to examine into the
matter, it wounld find that four times as much has been
expended for the work as was necessary, taking into con-
sideration the time which has been lost while she has been
doing nothing ; for I consider the loss of that time to be
more serious than the amount of money expended on the
re{)airs. Instead of having one dredge for Prince Edward
Island, we ought to have four or five, considering the num-
ber of harbors requiring to be dredged. If we go on in
this way, we shall not have one harbor completed in twenty
years, Lf that boat had been taken to Pictou and put in the
marine slip there, I conld have had all the repairs done in
six weeks, and 1 venture to say for one-half the money,
and the country would have been $30,000 better off than it
is to-day. Hon. gentlemen may clap and make as much
noise as they like, but it is the trauth, and the trauth will
stand when your jeering will not stand. I think it is time
for the Government to look into these matters. The
amount of money that has been expended on this dredge,
I am bound to say, reaches three times the amount that has
been laid out on Prince Edward Island for all the harbors
and piers on the Island this year. I will have something
more to say on this subject later on, Indeed I have been
waiting to see the hon, Minister and have a conversation
with him on this subject before bringing up some matters
connected with this dredge, and I do not intend just now to
deal with it fully. However, as the hon. member for Prince
(Mr. Perry) bas brought the matter forward, I thought it
my duty to say a few words. 1 would earnestly urge on
the Government to see that some man of practical experi-
ence is consulted in the future with regard to the repairs
made to this dredge. The Government have a very com-
petent man in St. John’s, N.B., who looks after the dredging,
and if the matter were left in his hands 1 have no doubt
things would be different, It is a serious matter to the
people of the Island to see their harbors neglected and their
dredge lying idle. The dredge has not done a stroke of
work since August, 1887. The balance of 1887 has gone
by, and 1888 has gone by without anything being done. I
hope the Government will see that this matter is looked after
and the deficiencies supplied.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. Iam very sorry the mover
of this motion did not let me know he was about to attack
my department on this point, as I would then have been
ready to answer him. Bat I will take another opportunity
of replying to his strictures. It would have been as well
to let the papers come down, and then take up the subject.
I do not find fault with the hon. gentleman, for, of course, he
was within his right in making the strictares he did, but I
reserve my right to answer him later on.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) A great deal of dissatisfaction
exists as to the manner in which this enormous expense
has been made. I would suggest that the motion of my
hon. friend should be amended by adding to it & return for
the names of the officers and the amount paid to each of

them during the period,

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I answered that on a ques-
tion. I said the captain and the engineer were the only
two offizers.

Motion agreed to.

LOBSTER FACTORIES.
Mr. PERRY moved for:

Return of the number of Lobater Factories round the coast of Prince
Edward Island, the number of fines imposed during the season of 1888,
the amount of each fine, the names of parties who have paid the fines,
and the names of parties who have not paid the same ; also, the matare
of offence in each case.
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He reaid: I desire to say that, as far as I can judge,
the regulations of the department do not give satis-
faction. I am well aware that, last year, application
was made to have the close season changed as regards
the south shore of Prince Edward Island, Now the
close season all around the Island begins the 15th July;
that is the time the fishermen must take up their traps,
otherwise they are liable to a penalty. I believe there
ought to be regulations protecting the lobster fisheries
around the coast of Prince Edward Island as well as else-
where; but I find that when the lobster fisheries are closed
on the south side on the 156th of July, there is not a suffi-
cient quantity of lobsters then caught to warrant any man
investing capital in carrying on that industry. 1 have a
statement from & lobster packer on the south side, for the
summer of 1887, which shows that—though he had a thous-
and trapsout, from the time he commenced to fish for lobsters,
on the 26th of May, to the 15th of July —he only obtained 175
boxes of canned lobsters, although he employed 1,000 traps
and several boats manned by ten men each, besides a lot of
men employed on the shore. Now, from that date to the
17th of Auguet, the same traps and the same number of men
yielded 835 boxes, which goes to show that if the close
season on the south side of the Island be the same as
on the north side, the catch will not be sufficient
to warrant the investment of any amount of cap-
ital in the business., The reason why the lobsters do
not make their appearance early on the south side I
do not know, but there must be a reason, I find that
lobster fishing from the I1st of May to the 15th of
July does not reeult satisfactorily. Several packers in my
neighborhood have been fived becaute, unfortunsately, they
allowed lobsters under the regulation size to be boiled, I
would ask particularly the hon. Minister of Marine and
Figheries to understand that on the Gulf shore it is impos-
sible for fishermen or packers to see that the lobsters are
all up to the size required. It is impossible, where
the sea is heavy—and these men have to get the lobsters
out of the trap as soon as possible—for them to avoid
occasionally bringing three or four small lobsters ashore ;
and the overseers and wardens, should they detect this, cause
these men to be fined. Let me tell you that the imposition
of one or two fines on a lobster packer will amount to more
than the profit he makes the whole year round. I have
also to complain that it appears to me these wardens wear
two kinds of spectacles, so that when they approach a fac-
tory carried on by a poor unfortunate Grit, the Jobsters ap-
pear very small, while when they come to other factories
the lobstere are magnified in size. I do not blame the de-
partment for this gross injustice, but I say that the officers
who bave charge of the coast—and I speak from experi-
ence—are not dealing fairly and justly with the packers.
I am sorry to say that they allow politieal prejudices to
creep into their dealings, and I am desirous to find out the
amounts which have been paid under the regulations. I
know parties in my own neighborhood who have had to pay
the full amount of the fines, and [ know other persons,
belonging~t6 the Tory party, who have not paid the fines
yet, and I doubt if they ever will. I know one pet of the
Government who has been fined time and again for fishing
out of season, and has not paid a cent. I may be wrong, but
that is my information, and I have been told that he has
appealed. I want to know if the authorities have carried
out the regulations in regard to the lobster fisheries on the
coast, fairly. 1 may also say that, although it is wise for
the department to have certain regulations in regard to
that matter, as they exist they cannot be complied with
by the fishermen along the shore of Prince Edward Island ;
and [ believe that it is not right or prudent in any case to
make regulations which the people cannot comply with,
Such a course tends to make bad subjects. With reference
to this regulation as to small lobsters, it may happen that
Mr. Pegny,

‘avidence of such actions

a fisherman may bring to the shore a few small lobsters of
83 inches, and for that reason he must be fined. How
counld he help it? If those lobsters brought to the shore are
to be put back in the water, they might as well be boiled,
because they will not live, What we want to see is that
there shall be officers who will see that these small lobsters
shall be put back out of the trap, and then they will live.
I hope the department will take these grievances into con.-
sideration and see that these regulations are carried out so
well and fairly that they will not injuriously affect the
trade. It would be betier to close the factories than to
allow men to try to make a living in them, with this fine
hanging over their heads. It would be better to close the
factories than to make regulations which the people are not
able to comply with,

Mr. TUPPER. Of course there is no objection to bring-
ing down the return which the hon., gentleman has just
moved for. I may say, however, in regard to the remarks
he has made as to the regulations in reference to the lobster
fishery, particularly in Prince Edward Island, that the
regulations of last year were to some extent experimental,
and were made for that year only. The regulations for
this year have yet to be settled, and 1 was very much
pleased to have the views of the hon, gentleman as to how
these regulations might be settled for one of the districts in
Prince Edward Island. In reference to the remarks which
the hon, gentleman made as to the enforcement of these
regulations, I have a word or two to say. He is somewhat
vague in the charges, and the very serious charges, which
be brings against the officers of the department in that
part of the country. I have not heard any charges of that
kind before, No specific charges of any sort have been
made to the department in reference to any of the fishery
boards or other officers engaged in enforcing the regula-
tions in Prince Edward Island; but I may assure the hon.
gentleman that if any specific case is known to him, I
would be most happy to take it up and deal with it in the
most impartial manner, Of course it wonld be most im-
proper and most reprehensible for any officer to be guilty of
the acts which the hon, gentleman states some officers have
been guilty of, and I can assure him that if any proper
were brought before me,
sach an officer would no longer hold a place
under the department. Of course the fines are
fixed by the magistrate who tries the case, but
there is an appeal, and if any party feels aggrieved, he has
the opportunity of preseunting a petition to the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries in reference to the matter of fines, or
in reference to any other matter, as to whether the fine
should be reduced or not imposed. I have never enquired
about nor known—though I have had several matters of
that kind brought to my attention since I oceupied the posi-
tion I now hold—the political views or opinions of either
the magistrate or the party fined, and I never intend to do
80. I do not agree with the hon. gentleman that the regu-
lations are too severe, I am strongly of the opinion that
these fines are not nearly so severe as they should be, nor as
the corresponding penalties are which are enforced in the
United States, particularly in the State of Maine. The hon.
gentleman has referred to a warden who allowed political
friends to violate the law, and has prosecuted political
opponents, who are opponents of the present Government,
As I said before, if the hon. gentleman will give me the
name of the officer to whom he refers, I will have atrict
enquiry made into the cuse. Iwill have the papers brought
down at the earliest possible moment.

Mr. KIRK. The Minister has stated with regard to the
regulations for lobster fishing in Prince Edward Island, that
they were experimental for last year. The Minister is
aware that regulations were also made last year for other
parts of the %Dominion as well. I would like to know
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whether he intends to say that there are to be new regula-
tions for other parts of the Dominion as well as for Prince
Edward Island, or whether his remarks apply only to
Prince Edward Island.

Mr. TUPPER. I merely referred to Prince Edward
Island, because that was the Province to which the hon,
gentleman (Mr. Perry) referred, but the regulations were
experimental in regard to all the Provinces. Those for
Prince Edward Island were included in the regulations for
the other Provinces. Those regulations terminated at the
end of 1888, and at present there are, practically, no regula-
tions.

Mr. KIRK, Are there to be new regulations for Nova
Scotia ?

Mr. TUPPER. There are to be new regulations for all
the Provinces.

Mr. KIRK, That is, for next year ?

Mr. TUPPER. This year.

Mr. KIRK. Will the hon gentleman be kind enough to
lay a copy of those regulations on the Table ?

Mr. TUPPER. Of course, 80 soon as the regulations are
made, the hon. gentleman will have an opportunity of
seeing them.

Motion agreed to.

HARBOR AT NAUFRAGE, P.E.L
Mr. MoINTYRE moved for :

Copy of Engineer’s last report on the feasibility of constructing s
harbor at Naufrage, King’s County, Prince Edward Island.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. There is no objection to the
motion being adopted, but the report has not yet been re-
ceived, consequently the hon. gentleman cannot complain if
some delay occars,

Motion agreed to.
IMPORTATION OF SAWLOGS,
Mr. CHARLTON moved for :

Return showing the amount of importation of pine and spruce sawlogs,
board measure, from the State of Maine into the Province of New Bruns-
wick, tor the purpose of convergion into lumber in Oanadian mills,
and subsequent shipment to the United States under the provisions of
the American tariff admitting such Iumber free of duty, for each year
from 1867 to June 30th, 1888, said return to designate the respective
amounts of pine and spruce, if possible; otherwise to give the total im-
portation of pine and spruce from Maine without such respective desig-
nations.

Mr. BOWELL. There is no objection to the motion, but
I fear much of the information asked for by the hon. gentle-
men will be difficult to obtain; but as far as the information
which he desires can be obtained, I will see that the returns
are made out. I may state that I have made enquiry as to
the feasibility of obtaining the information asked for, and 1
was told that it was very doubtful whether the statistics
would give the information which the hon. gentleman de-
sires, but so far as it can be obtained, it will be produced.

Motion agreed to.
RETURNS ORDERED.

Oorrespondence between the Minister of the Interior and any officials
of hig DeEnrtment, and Thomas Sioni, and others, Indians of the Huron
Tribe of Lorette.—(Mr. Langelier, Montmorency.)

Return showing: 1st. The full amount of legal and other expenses
Elud in connection with the suit, *The St. Catbarines Milling and

umbering Company vs. the Queen,” from the commencement of the
8uit up to the lst January, 1889. 3nd. The party or parties to whom paid,
the amounts paid, and the date of payment.—(Mr. McMullen.)

Return showing the quantity of wheat and flour im orted into the
Domugxn of Canada from the 6nitad States, and entered for consump-

tion, during the six months ending 31st Deeember, 1888 ; also the quan-
tity of flour remaining in bond in Canada on the 3lst boeembet. 1888,
Mr. Bmith, Ontario.)

Return showing the amount, respeotively, of pine and spruce sawlo
board measure, exported in each year from 1867 to 30th ﬂme, 1888 ; the
amount of exoort duty collected in each zesr from each class of logs;
the rate of duty in each yea- upon each kind of logs, and the amount
export of each kind of logs, and amounat of duty ocollected upon the
same, by Provinces.—(Mr. Charlion.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House.

Motion agreed to; and House adjournod at 4.5 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Monpay, 11th February, 1889,
The SpraxEr took the Chair at Three o'clock.

PraveRs.
MEMBER INTRODUCED.

FrANE B. Barnarp, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Cariboo,
introduced by Mr. Dewdney and Mr. Mara.

REPORT.

Report of the Secretary of State for Canada, for the
year ending 31st December, 1888.—(Sir Hector Langevin.)

SPEEDY TRIALS ACT AMENDMENT.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON moved for leave to introduce
Bill (No. 17) to make further provision respeotinf the
speedy trial of certain indictable offences. Hesaid: I may
explain that the char'i‘ges which the Bill proposes are simply
to bring the Speedy Trials Aot into effect in the Province
of Nova Scotia. That Province is now the only Province
to which the Act is not extended.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

INCOMES OF CIVIL SERVANTS.

Mr, ELLIS moved for leave to introduce Bill {No, 18) to
authorise the assessment of the salaries or incomes of per-
sons in the service of Canada. Hesaid : I'be object of the
Bill is to provide that where assessments are levied for
maunicipal or school purposes on incomes or salaries, the
law shall apply to the civil service.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

SECOND READINGS.

Bill (No. 14) to incorporate the Alberta Railway and
Coal Company.—(Mr. Shanly.)

Bill (No. 15) respecting the Kootenay and Athabasca
Railway Company.—(Mr. Mara.)

EXPENDITURE ON ELECTORAL LISTS.

Mr. CHOQUETTE asked, What is the total amount
expended up to date on the preparation, revision, printing,
&c., of the electoral lists, in pursunance of the Klectoral
Franchise Act ?

Mr, BOWELL. The total amount experded on the first
revision, printing, &c., of the electoral lists, before the
Government assumed the work, was $414,5674.39. Since
the Government assumed the work by the dprinting burean,
not including plant, the amount expended has been $21,-
502.79. The amount of plant required for the printing of
these lists, for the present and for the future, is $63,849.80.
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INVITATION TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES.

Mr. CHOQUETTE asked, Has the Goverpment, directly
or indirectly, received from any person or company, an invi-
tation to be presented to this House, to visit the principal
oities of the United States ? If such invitation has been
received,—when and from what person or company ? And
what has been the answer of the Government ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The Government has
not, directly or indirectly, received from any person or
company an invitation to be presented to this House to
visit the principal cities of the United States. I may say
that I got & private note from an American gentleman say-
ing that it would be a very good thing if this arrangement
could be made.

PACIFIC MAIL SUBSIDY.

Mr. PRIOR asked, Whether, in the event of the Govern-
ment granting a subsidy, inconjunction with the Imperial
Government, to the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, or
any other company, for carrying the mails between Vancou-
ver, British Columbia, and China and Japan, they will insist
upon the vessels carrying said mails calling on both the in-
ward and outward trips at Victoria, British Columbia, the
eapital of British Columbia?

Mr.FOSTER. The arrangements for mail service be-
tween British Columbia and China and Japan have not yet
been concluded with the Imperial Post Office authorities,
and will depend to a great extent upon the conditions
which may be imposed by Her Majesty’s Government,

ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE—HOUSE FOR COM-
: MANDANT.

Mr. PLATT asked, Have the Government agreed to
purchase & house in the city of Kingston for the use of
the commandant of the Royal Military College? If so,
what amount do they propose to pay for said house, and at
what distance, or about what distance, is said house from the
Royal Military College ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. The Government have agreed
to purchase a house in the city of Kingston for the
use of the commandant of the Royal Military College, for
which they propose to pay $12,500, The house is about
2,000 yards from the college.

PUBLIC WORKS IN YARMOUTH COUNTY, N.S.

Mr. LOVITT asked, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to provide a sum in the Estimates for repair-
ing and rebuilding the abutments washed out of Port
Maitland breakwater, county of Yarmouth ; also a sum for
removing the gravel from the inside of Cranberry Head
breakwater, in the gaid county ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I am sorry I cannot answer
that just now. The hon. gentleman will have to wait, I
think, until the Supplementary Estimates come down.

RATES OF POSTAGE.

Mr, THERIEN asked, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to reduce the rate of ?postage on letters in the
Dominion of Canada to two cents

Mr. HAGGART. Itis not at present the intention ot
the Government to reduce the rate,

DOMINION LANDS ACT AMENDMENT.

Mr, DAVIN asked, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to bring in a Bill, this Session, amending the
Dominion Lands Act?

Mr. BowkLL-

Mr. DEWDNEY. That matter is under the considers-
tion of the Government.

RIVER ST. LOUIS IMPROVEMENTS.

Mr. BERGERON asked, Whether it is the intention of
the Government 1o continue, this year, the works com-
menced at River St. Lonis ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. Yes,

BEAUHARNOIS CANAL IMPROVEMENTS.

Mr. BERGERON asked, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to commence this year the deepening and
widening of the Beanharnois Canal ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. That maiteris under con-
sideration.

ISLANDS IN THE ST. LAWRENCE.

Mr, TAYLOR asked, Whether any petitions have been
presented by the township councils of the front of Leeds
and Lansdowne, front of Escott and the front of Young,
praying that the islands in the River St. Lawrence, opposite
these townships in the county of L ed~, Ontario, be sold ?
It so, what action the Government have decided on with
reference to the same ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. BSome representations have been made
in the direction stated in the hon. gentleman’s question.
The Government have taken no action. I propose myself
next spring visiting the islands, after which I shall be in &
better position to make representations to the Government.

DUNDAS AND WATERLOO ROADS.
Mr. BAIN (Wentworth) moved for:

Return of copies of all correspondence, reports, petitions or other

apers respecting the sale, owx}ershitﬁ or condition of the Dundas and

aterloo macadamised road. since the return brought down under an
Order of the House dated 17th February, 1885.
Hesaid: I should apologise to the House, perhaps, for
speaking for a few moments on a question of this kind. It
is & matter of purely local interest to my own county ; but
I may say that it has always puzzled me to understand in
what respect the road in question could be ocalled & work
for the gemeral advantage of the Dominion of Canada,
and thus coustituted a Dominion public work. It is a
local highway, built away back, in the early days before
the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada were united,
as & Local Government work, and is confined to the county
of Wentworth and one adjoining county. It happens to
be one of the two main outlets for the travel of thatand
the adjoining counties to the two main markets of the
locality, the town of Dundas and the city of Hamilton. The
larger proportion of the travel in this county is forced,
whether or not from local circamstances, to go over one or
the other of these two means of access to the city of Hamil-
ton; because those who know the locality, know that Bur-
lington Bay and the canal together give access to vessels
going up the valley, past the city of Hamilton, to the town of
Dundas, and crossed only at oue point on Burlington Heights
by a bridge. A few years ago—the Desjardins Canal Co. being
involved in financial troubles—we found ourselves suddenly
face to face with a difficulty that threatened to be most
serious to those who travelled over the only other source
of access to the city of Hamilton. Those who know the
influences which a large city having two representatives
in this House, and which a corporation such as the Great
Western Railway and which the Desjardins Canal could
wield, know they were much greater than any one repre.
sentative in this House could hope to control. And these
gentlemen, either tacitly or actively, made the endeavor
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to shift the expense of the maintenance of the bridge on
Burlington Heights, from the shoulders that always bore,
and properly boreit, the canal company or the railway,
to the eg;tors of that county who were obliged to travel
over that road; and the result was they smuggied a clause
into the Act, providing that by an Order in Council the Gov-
ernment might at some future time impose & toll for the
maintenance of the bridge crossing the Desjardins Canal.
With the aid of the hon. member for West Durham (Mr.
Blake), we at that time induced the House to set aside that
legislation. In fact my hon. friend (Mr. Blake) had no
difficulty in convincing the then Minister of Justice that
the whole thing was illegal and unfair, and we were
relieved of the difficulty that then threatened us. Since
then other legislation was obtained, and this road and
bridge passed to a company who kept them in bad re-
pair, but looked after the tolls. After patience had
ceased to be a virtue, and they bad endured too long the
tax which they were forced to pay in the shape of tolls
for bad roads and bridges, they finally combined their
forces and took the case into court, with the result
that they got the parties within the purview of
the Ontario Act which regvlates road ecompanies,
and latterly the road company has been forced to aban-
don collecting toll over that road to the city until they
shall put it properly in repair. The Waterloo road, un-
fortunately, is in a different position. Being a Dominion
work, the powers that control that road cannot be brought
under the operation of the Ontario Joint Stock Companies’
Act, and there is no other means of redress except by bring-
ing the question before the Department of Public Works
here. To enable the House to realise the position in which we
are placed, it will be necessary for me to state, briefly, the
circumstances under which this work was originated, and
how we have remained in a dead-lock for the Iast three or
four years. As far back as the year 1839, the road was built
under commissioners appointed by the old Government of
Upper Canada, Debentures were then issued to the extent of
£25,000 and placed at the disposal of these commissioners to
build the road through the county of Wentworth, from the
town of Dundas, up through a portion of Waterloo, to the
town of Galt. The original road projected was some 25 miles
in length. The commissioners, after expending a little over
£25,000, found themselves, in August, 1839, in a pcsition
to place two tolls on this road, and commenced
to collect revenne. In subsequent years, by means
of additional aid, the road was completed, and
connections made through to the town of Galt. From that
time down, whether the road was in good order or in bad
order, they have always managed to persictently col-
lect the tolls. The Government of the day, shortly after
the road was completed, saw fit to offer it at public
sale, and it was transferred into private hands, with the
result that, after a few years, it fell back into the hands
of the Government, the plea of the purchaser being that
the Government having subsequently chartered the Great
Western Railway, that railway, when it was opened, took
the travel entirely away from this highway, and made
it comparatively valueless to the owners, and they also used
that plea as an excuse for allowing the road to get ont of
repair. It was subsequently leased to the two corporations
of the towns of Dundas and Galt for a period, in two leases
together, of twenty years, expiring in April, 1885.
Then the Government, believing, 1 suppose, thas there was
no neoessity to the Dominion at large for longer retaining
this work, put it up for sale at public auction, after duly
advertising it and imposing certain restrictions upon the
purchaser,
ernment, the road was 20 miles long—17% miles with three
toll gates being inside the county of Wentworth, and 2% miles
with one toll gate being inside the county of Waterloo.
It was sold to Dr. Walker, of the town of Dundas, for

At the time it was offered for sale by the Gov-|ga

$21,300, a deposit of 83,000 being required from the pur
chaser at the date of sale, an1 a few months after one-half
of the balance, making altogether $12,160 paid by the
purchaser. It was assumed, at the time the sale was
made under the Public Works Act, that this road would
be transferred to a company, and would be subject to the
ordinary rules and regulations affecting road companies,
passed by the Ontario Provincial Legislatare. But it was
found that the Public Works Act, while making provision
for the sale of abandoned or unused public works that were
no longer intended to be maintained as public works, to
private individuals, contained no provision to enable the
Government to convey any public work, to be maintained
88 8 public work, to a private individual, and the hon, the
Minister of Justice, to whom the matter was referred by
the Goverpment, stated : .

. ‘It is where a public work is transferred as & work, and with the
intention that it should be maintained as such, that section 54 and the
following sections of ¢ The Public Works Act’ apply, and in such cases
a transfer to an individual is not authorised by the statute.’’

I may say, with respect to Dr, Walker’s purchase, that the
difficnlty in the way of a transfer to him would be over-
come by his procuring incorporation as & road vompany ;
aud a few days after this information was conveyed to Dr.
Walker by the Government in the following very mild
terms :—

It will benecessary thatyou obtainincorporation as & road company

under the Oatario Act, when the transfer can be made to the company,
ag otherwise it would be necessary for the Dominion Government to
obtain special legislation in the matter. It appears to this department
that the course suggested by the Department of Justice is the more de-
sirable one to pursue.’’
I need not say that, so far as the public interests are con-
cerned, we ail feel that the line that was suggested by the
Minister of Justice was the desirable one to adopt. The
House can realise the difficulty that obtains the moment a
public highway is vested in a private individual. His
finances may become embarrassed, and the public interests
may suffer in consequence; or the road may pass into the
hands of minors and may be involved in trusts, and, in the
meantime, unless the public look sharply after the matter,
the result will be that the people will have to pay tolls
over & road that is not in such a condition that tolls should
be collected for it. However, for reasons which will ap-
pear, Dr. Walker declined to become incorporated as & road
company. On the 6th February the firm of McCarthy, Osler
& Co., solicitors for Dr. Walker, replied :

“Dr. Walker has informed us that you euggested to him that he

should incorporate under the statute, and transfer the road which he
urchagsed to thig incorporated company. He instructs us to say that
or two reasons it is impossible for him to do so. Tho first ia that the
property belongs to him solely, and that it takes at least five persons to
obtain an Act of incorporation under the Ontario statute; and the
second is that, if he did incorporate, he would subject himself to serions

loss owing to certain provisions of the Ontario law and to the situation
of the road, intersecting as it does with the Brock road.’’

And with a further eye to Dr. Walker's interest they add :

“We have again to ask that you will permit Dr. Walker to erect the
check gates for which we on his behalf have formerly applied.”
On the 10th March, 1885, the hon. the Minister of Public
Works introduced an Act providing for the transfer of this
pablic work to Dr, Walker, as suggested in the communica-
from the Minister of Justice, At that time 1 waited upon
the Minister and suggested to him that, as there had been
considerable difficulty between Dr, Walker and the people
on the question of check gates and changes in the loca-
tion of the gates on this road, and as the provisions
under which the road was sold simply required that
notices of application for changing the location of the
tes or erecting check gates should be published only
in the Canada Gazette, the Minister, if he would not
place the road under the provisions of the Ontario Aot,
should require that, when the proprietor of the road made
application to the Government for these extended powers,
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he should publish his application for thirty days in at least
one local newspaper in Galt and in Dundas, where the people
resided who paid the tolls and who were interested 1 the
highway, so that they might know that the application
against their interest was being made. The Minister de-
clined to take my view of the matter then, and said he
thought this might safely be left in the harde of the Govern-
ment, I told him tiat, under the circumstances, I feltI
would have to oppose the paseage of the Act in the House
in its existing form. The result was that, in consequence of
that statemewt, in consequence of the long tummer Session
which those who were in the House at that time will
remember we had in 1885, and for various other causes, the
Bill was laid over from time to time until, on the 9th June,
the Minister withdrcw the Bill from the House, intimating
that in the interim the Premier of the Province of Ontario
had written to him on the subject, putting in a claim
to the work as being exclusively within the jurisdic-
tion of the Province of Ontario; and the Minister stated
that, until such time a8 the Government had the opportun-
ity to investigate the original construction of the work and
the circumstances surrounding it, he proposed to withdraw
legislation on that question. The result was that the Bill
was withdrawn from the House in June, 1885, and it has
remained in that position ever since. I want to call the
attention of the Houte very briefly to a fow other circum-
stances, so that the Minister of Public Works and this
House may realise the difficulties under which the people
are laboring in consequence of this extended delay. I am
not attaching apy blame to the Department of Public
‘Works in this maiter, but sometimes the public interests
suffer from these very prolonged delays. At the time this
road was sold by public anction, the provisions under which
it was sold were to this effect:
¢ That the tolls to be collected on the said road shall not exceed the
maximum amount of tolls now imposed and which the present lessees
bave the right to receiveand collect. No toll gate or bar shall, without
consent of the Governor in Council, be erected or placed on the road
nearer to the towns of Galt and Dundas than the site of the first gate from
8aid towns now erected on said road, nor shall the number of toll gates
or bars now standing on said road be increased without such consent.
The purchaser and his heirs, &c., shall at all times keep the works in
ﬁsood condition, the efficiency of such order aud condition to be estab-
hed by the ingpection of an Engineer of the Department of Public
‘Works.’
It will occur to anyone who has had experience in toll
roads, that, if this highway had been brought under the
operations of the Ontario Joint Stock Road Companies
Act, the public would have had much better facilities
for reaching the msanagement of the road, if it was
unsatisfactory, than they could have ir being required to
appear before the department at Ottawa in order to have
an engineer sent from Ottawa for the purpose of inspecting
that road, Butthe public interest in that road was awaken-
ed by another movement which was inangurated by Dr.
Walker as soon as he acquired possession of those roads.
The road was sold in March, 1884, and Dr. Walker entered
into possession on or about the 25th April, 1884. On the
9th May, although he had been only a few days in possession,
we find the road decorated with three check gates tor the pur-
- pose of enabling the doctor better to collect the tolls on this
road. One of these was erected within half a mile of
the first gate out from the town of Dundas, and within 200
yards of where another leading macadamised road branched
off from this road and led up through the county in an-
other direction. The result was that those who travelled
for 200 yards on this road for any other business were re-
uired to pay full tolls for travelling that short distance,
hen the House realises that one of the largest flouring
mills in that locality, doing a very large gristing and mer-
chant trade, and having a large number of consumers and
purchasers, was wedged in between the two gates, and that
its truffic bad to be carried on between the two leading
highways from which the wheat of the county reached the
Mr, Bain (Wentworth).

mill on one side, and the flour was sent to market on
the other, and that this condition of things was imposed un-
der circumstances, which, by evading the Ontario Act, en-
abled Dr. Walker to impose full tolls in these cases, it will
realise how great the disadvantage was and why he so eoon
was anxious to be outside of the Ontario Act and have
all the privileges of a road built and owned by the
Dominion Government. One of the results of it was that
Dr. Walker asserted that the Minister of Public Works
bad authorised him to put up these check gates; but
the late Mr. Webster, the gentleman that owned this
mill, an active and energetic supporter of the Government
of the day, by the way, and one of that class of Englishmen
that does not allow himself to be sat upon without a good
and sufficient reasonm, cited one of Dr. Walker's toll-gate
keepers before the authorities to give an account of the
ways and means by which he proceeded to collect this
additional toll, I think, perhaps, I cannot more concisely
put the facts than by reading two short extracts from
Mr. Webster's correspondence with the Minister of Public
Works, a8 it states them in this own words and from his
own standpoint. It is dated May !, 1884, scarcely two
weeks after the road had passed under the new management.
It is addressed to Sir Hector Langevin, Minister of Public
Works, Ottawa, and states :

‘ At the late sale of the Dundas and Waterloo macadamised road, Dr.
Walker of Dundas became the purchaser from the Government. He is
now erecting a check gate at Bullock’s Qorners, about half a mile above
the present toll gate No. 1, near Dundas, claiming to have permission
from the Governor in Council to do so. [ write thisto enquire whether
such permission has been obtained. The only object to be obtained by
the erection of the check gate, would be to compel all ‘fersons coming
to my mill to pay toll, and it is the only interest affected. Situated as
my mill is, between the two proposed gates, it would be extremely dis-
astrous to my business and unjust to the public. I trustsuch permission
has not been given. I feel assured that if the circumstances of the case
were fully known, that such consent would never be obtained. Such a
departur. from the conditions under whieh the road was sold, the in-
convenience to the whole agricultural community for miles round, the
serious, I may say ruinous effects upon my private buginess, and the
absence of any reasonable claim that the road proprietor can have for
such an extension of his privileges. I can gearcely fancy that the Gov-
ernment would consent to such a meagure.”

Again on the 15th June he writes, because this matter was
not settled in a day or two; it was subject to several delays
in adjudieation : :

‘¢ When I wrote my last letter I was a good deal troubled to believe
that the Dominion Government would commit so at an error, and
also from my point of view, so great an injustice. Dr. Walker seems de-
termined to ocarry things with & pretty high hand. Two of his check
gates on the Galt end of the road have been burned, and itis said that
his proceedings have not only been overbearing but positively dishonest.
The feelings of the people are just now under restraint, not knowin
how far the Government are justifying him in his high-handed proceed-
ings. 1 think I may be pardoned in saying that any concessions in his
favor would be at the expense and to the inconvenience of the public.
After purchasing the privileges of the road at public auction, he can
have no right to claim further advantages, and for the Government to
concede further privileges would be at the expense of public justice and
their own popularity.”

This trouble finally culminated in & lawsuit, in which Dr,
Walker's gate-kecper was fined, on the 9th of July, But he
still kept up the war with the proprietor of thig mill; he
abandoned collecting toll at the main gate and collected the
whole toll at the check gate; and that continued for some
time with the result that the public travelling over one of
the highways was obliged to pay full toll for travelling on
this road, less than 200 yards. You may say that the in-
Jjustice conld be easily remedied, but sush was not the case,
for the simple reason that the Ontario Joint Stock Road
Companies’ Act does not apply, and the road being under the
contro} of the Dominion Government is outside of the ordin-
ary Ontario laws that regulate these roads. The corres-
pondence went on between Dr. Walker and the Department
of Public Works, and he made repeated applications for
an Order in Council to enable him to place the
check gates upon the road, But the department refused
to take any further action, and the result of the applica-
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tion of the Ontario Government claiming the ownership
was that it brought the whole question to a standstili, and
the Government declining to grant Dr. Walker power to
erect check gates, he finally abandoned this check gate, and
the other two check gates disappeared in the night—it is
supposed by spontaneous combustion. Anyway, they were
there at night, and were not there in the morning. ~ Now,
with respect to this matter of check gates, one strong rea-
son that I had at the time for opposing the action of the
Government and asking them to give notice to the public
before even an application could be made for check gates,
was s8imply this, that I find, appended to & memoradum of
the Department of Public Works, recommending legisla-
tion, a short notice from the chief engineer of the depart-
ment, couched in this somewhat significant language :

“ With reference to check gates, the chief engineer recommends that
no action be taken till after the required special legislation has been

obtained.”
Now, in these numerous applications that had been made
to the Department of Public Works for this much coveted
Order in Council, and from this recommendation of delay,
and from the fact, which every member of this Houso knows,
that there are not half a dozen people in the county who
ever see the Canada Gazette with notices of appli-
cations, I felt that it was doubly essential to the interests
of the people who use this road, that some provision
should be made by which they would be made aware that
application was being made for the purpose of having these
check gates imposed. I have no hesitation in saying that,
from my personal knowledge of the location at which this
check gate, above gate No. 1, near Dundas, was proposed to be
placed, that it was simply, in effect, imposing a second toll
upon the large olass of the community who are helpless to
avoid it. The locality is such that people have to go over
this bighway, because there is no other alternative. By even
going around several miles there is no other road by which
they could reach the town of Dundas or the city of Hamilton,
without going through some other toll gate, and even if con-
siderable expense was incurred, the position was such that
no other road could be conveniently opened, and the
people were placed in this position that they had to travel
this road and the community felt that it was an im-
position on the travelling community that used this high-
way; and it was for that reason there was such astrong feeling
in connection with this matter. Under these circumstances
I felt it was only fair they should have notice. 1 am not
finding any fault with the action of the Governor in Council ;
but everyone knows the influences which can be brought
to bear, in the abssnce of representations on the other side,
that may secure a coveted advantage, in & case like
this, without the public being aware of it until sach
advantage is granted. I desire to draw the attention ot
the House, for a few moments, to the condition in which
this road has been kept. Away back in 1882, while the
towns of Dundas and Galt were lessees of the road,the public
felt that it was not being maintained in a condition such as
was required, and after asking the mayor of the town of
Dundas to take steps to have it placed in a good condition,
but without success and without notice being taken of the
application, the people petitioned the county judge, in
conformity with the provisions of the Ontario Aot, with
the result that they found that the road was beyond the
control of the county judge, the case being dismissed
because the judge had no jurisdiction. I find in Dr.
Walke:’s correspondence that, when asking for powsr to
erect check gates, he says:

¢ I have so far spent double the receipts on repairs of the road and
shall have to continue to do so until the end of the season. This year

the road has not returned any interest on the investmert, a8 it was in
such very bad repair.”

Perk!:{ls the dootor put his case strongly in asking for this
special privilege from the Government ; but this House will

easily realise that when the Government were not in a
position to convey this road to Dr. Walker, he naturally
spent no more money in maintaining it than was absolutely
necessary, and so it has continued from 1885 to the present
time, with this result, that the people have been required
to pay toll over the road, and, as I have said, if they had
the opportunity to choose another highway it would not
have mattered so much, but from the contour of the country
and the way in which the locality is placed, this road is the
great outlet for travel from the north riding of Wentworth,
and whether the people desire it or not, they are obliged
to use it, in good or in bad condition, in order to reach
their market. Ihave to apologite to the House for ocoupy-
ing the time of hon. members with & purely local matter,
but it happens that this road, which is purely a local road,
is under the control of the Dominion Government. Whether
the fact that the Great Western Railway crosses the
road makes this a matter of general interest to Canada
I do pot know, but we have this result, that there
is & bad road which the people are obliged to travel
over and pay toll or stay at home, I desire to urge
on the Minister of Pablic Works that this matter should
be pressed forward, and the question of the ownership
of this road settled, so that we may be in a position to
enforce the proper maintenance of the road. At the pre-
sent moment the coundition of the road is so bad that the
county council, in its session in January, passed a reso-
lution asking the Government to ascertasin who the real
owners of this highway are; and since I came to the
House I have received & memorial from the reeves of the
two townships of West Flamboro’ and Beverly, through
which the road runs, which I have forwarded to the
Minister of Public Works, asking that an engineer be sent
to inspeot the road in the early spring and ascertain
the condition of the road-bed. I have to ask the M:nister
to press this matter to a conclusion withoat delay. Person-
ally, I suppose, if there is to be a general election before
the questions involved in this road matter are settled,
no great harm will be done to me individually by having
the question left open, because I can place the respon-
sibility upon the shoulders of the Minister of Public Works,
and it may weaken the hands of some of his friends -in
that locality ; but I say, in the interest of the community
there, that this controversy which has existed for three or
foar years as to who are the owners of this road should
be settled, and the fact that in the meantime the road has
been aliowed to run down, to the great disadvantago of the
people of the locality, it is but right that some steps should
be taken to remove this grievance at an early day.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I have no objection to the
adoption of the motion, and the paﬁers will be brought
down. I have listened to the remarks of the hon. gentle-
man, and in the last portion of them he certainly brought
out the point at issue, namely, the ownership of the road.
That point iz being investigated, and my attention was
called to it by the docament the hon, gentleman sent to me

the other day.
Motion agreed to.

ARTIFICIAL FERTILISERS.

Mr. MULOCK moved :

That the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to consider
the following Resolution: *‘ That it is expedient to remove the duty on
Anificial Fertilisers and to place them on the Free List.”

He said : I may briefly inform the House, and especially
those members who are not familiar with the tariff regula-
tions on the subject covered by my motion, that at the
present time there is a duty of 20 per cent.on artificial
fertilisers. The matter was brought before the House in
1487, coming up on & motion by the then Minister of
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Firance to change the duty trom the ad valorem one of 20 |

per cent. to a specific duty of $6 per ton. A dis-
cussion took place upon that motion, and a motion was
made that, in lieu of the specific duty of $6 per tonm,
artificial fertilisers should be placed on the free list. I had
the honor of seconding the motion on that occasion, but the
Miuister of Finance postponed the farther consideration of
the whole subject by withdrawing his original motion to
change the dunty from an ad valorem to a specific daty.
Accordingly, the law is to-day as it was in 1887, and there
is an ad valorem duty of 20 per cent. upon all artificial fer-
tilisers coming into Canada. Under the circumstances, I
think it is worthy of the consideration of this House
whether that duty is in the interest of the most important
class in Canada, the Canadian farmer, For my part I con-
sider the tax, for it is nothing more than almost a direct
tax on the farmer, is wholly indefensible. It is not sound
as a matter of political economy, it is not fair as & matter
of justice to an already overtaxzed people. It issaid that
we have plenty of phosphates in Canada, that they can be
manufactured at home, and are being manufactured here to-
day, and, therefore, some will urge perhaps that the tax
through the custom house is no tax at all, that it
simply excludes foreign competition. I am unable
to agree with that conclusion, The Government have in
many ways rendered it impossible for the Canadian farmer
to obtain cheap artificial fertilisers, They have increased
enormously the cost of production. I understand that cer-
tain acids enter very largely into the manufacture of super-
phosphates—sulphuric acid for one—and are necessary in
the production of artificial fertilisers. ~The Government
has placed a duty on sulpharic acid necessary for the manu-
factare of superphosphates and fertilisers,;amounting to 25
per cent., or a specific duty of one-half per cent. per pound,
which is about one-quarter of the selling wholesale price of
sulphuric acid. I am informed that the selling price of
sulphurie acid is about two cents per pound, and if so, the
custom house duty of one-half cent per pound is one quar-
ter of the actual wholesale price. Of course, not mach of
this acid will come into the country under those circam-
stances, but the Canadian manufactured article, which is a
by-product of some of our mineral resources, is sold at a
necessarily enhanced value., The result is that the
cost of production is increased by the cost of protection
given to acids. Whatever may be the argument, or
whatever may be the reason for this, I hope that the time
has come when this duty shall be swept away, in so far as
it increases the cost to the farmer, on the agricultural ferti-
liser, When this matter was before the House in 1847,
some hon, gentlemen said we should wnot make a
motion of this kind because there was such a small quantity
of artificial fertilisers introduced into Canada. 1t was
stated, and stated correctly, I believe, by gentlemen who
opposed the motion, that, in 1886, only some $1,400 worth of
fertilisers came into Canada. That only proves that the
protective tariff has become a prohibitory tariff and has
placed the cost of the imported article beyond the reach of
the farmer. There is no doubt in my mind—and I do not
venture to speak for others than myself—that if the Cana-
dian farmers are to keep pace with their great rivals in the
United States and in England they must every year, in in-
creasing quantities, resort to artificial fertilisers, The lands
have become impoverished in the older districts in Ontario
and some of the other Provinces, and they are not now so
fertile as they were in years gone by in the production of
wheat and other cereals, The farmers have, therefore, to
resort to the use of artificial fertilisers to improve
their exhausted lands, Every year, in Kngland and
in the United States, a rapidly increasing quantity of
these fortilisers is used by the advanced farmers of
those countries, It is the ocustom on all occasions in
this House, when my hon. friends seek to defend the high
Mr. MuLooOK.

tariff which this Government has established, to point to the
United States and to adopt its practiee as a model. In this
case Lthey cannot find any such consolation or defence for
their course. According to the law of the United States,
fertilisers are admi:ted daty free, and not only fertilisers
but sulphuric acid, also, which enters so largely into the
manufactare of fertilisers. Permit me to quote a few items
from the American Tariff of 1883, which, I believe, is the
last Act of the United States Congress amending the Tariff.
On reference to the Aect, page 515 of the United States Sta-
tutes, Vol. 22, you find the schedule of the articles placed on
the free list. These were not on the free list of 1883 for the
first time, but although some very considerable changes
were made in the United S:ates Tariff in 1883 (some of
thsm nominally in the direction of reduction, but which
were rather in the direction of increasing the duties), yet
in regard to the importint subject of duty on fertilisers the
United States Congress in 1883 re-affirmed their former
attitude, and held that the class of manufactares to which I
refer shall continne on the free list. On the free list of the
United States we find the following articles of import shall
be exempt from duty :—

‘‘Bones, crude, not manufactured, burned, calcined, ground or

steamed. Bone-dust and bone-ash for manufacture of phosphate and
tertilisers. Carbon, animal, fit for fertilising only. Guano, manures,
and all substances expressly used for manure.”
Thus our American neighbors have adopted free trade in
regard to articles of this kind ; and I think that, in this re-
gard at all events, they have shown a very wise discretion,
The result of the policy of the Administration in Canuda, in
taxing the manufacture of superphosphates (because that
is what they have done by making it expensive to the manu-
facturer to manufacture by putting a high tariff upon the
imported acid), has enabled the manufactarer to increase
the cost to the consumer of the manufactured article
here, and by doing this the Administration has practically
placed superphosphates beyond the reach of the Canadian
farmers. What is the result of this? A large portion
of the natural wealth of OCanada which is to be
found in the great phosphate deposits of this Ottawa
distriot, and in other parts§ of the Dominion, instead
of being .made valuable to the Canadian farmer is
being exported in increasing quantities every year for the
benefit of farmers beyond Canada. Our natural deposits of
phosphates are now being imported to the United States
and into England duty free, thus enabling the farmers there
to raise grain so as to compete with our grain and at a less
cost than we ourselves can produce it. We are preventing
our Canadian farmers from using the fertilisers at their own
doors and enabling their rivals in the markets beyond
Canada to undersell our Canadian farmers, or at all events
to make their products so much less in value. Under those
oircumstances, Mr, Speaker, I think the time has arrived
when we should place those fertilisers upon the free list.
If it be neceasary that the Canadian farmer shall in any way
bear this burden, let the Government, if they choose, take the
tax off all the raw material, and then the Canadian manu-
facturer can manufacture at the cheapest price, Let them
take down the barrier against the importation of super-
phosphates from foreign countries, and then, and not till then
will our farmers be on a fair footing to compete with their
competitors beyond our Dominion,

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, if this motion were an attack
upon the general principles of the National Policy, I shoald
leave it to be answered by others more experienced, but as
it refers to a special industry in which my constituency is
largely interested (an industry which owes its existence there
to the National Policy), I feel it is my duty to make a re-
ference to the facts of the case, so that hon. members, before
deciding on this guestion, shall have facts on one side a8
against the theories advanced by my hon. friend on the other.
There is at Capelton, within a fow miles from Sherbrooke, a
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de‘posit of copper pyrites, which, next to the Rio Tinto
mines in in, is the largest in the world. The ore car-
ries about three per cent. of copper, and between forty and
fifty per cent. of sulphur. Their existence has been known
and the mines have been worked for the last twenty-five

8, For the first few years they were worked for the
ocopper alone, and to obtain this product the ore was roasted
on the surface of the ground, not only wasting the sulphur,
but destroying vegetation for many miles around. These
deposits attracted the attention, about ten years ago,
of an enterprising firm in New York, G, H Nicholls &
Co., large manufacturers of all the ingredients used in
fertilisers, principally sulphuric acid. They bought an
extensive property, and have worked it vigorously from
that time to this. Until within the last year, they took
out the ore and sent it in the raw state to New York.
As it was from this firm that the principal ingredients
for manufacturing fertilisers were imported into this
country, I used what influence I could to induce them
to place their works in Canada. Their answer was
that it was more economical, they thought, for the Cana-
dian farmer to have the fertilirers produced, as they were
producing them, on a large scale in the United States, and
that it would be more in the interest of the Canadian
oconsumer that the duty should be removed—in fact,
just the same argument as that which has been
used by my hon. friend in support of his motion. Bat find-
ing that the Government were firm in maintaining the duty,
these gentlemen changed their policy, and during last year
they have erected works at Capelton on a large scale, where
they are not only making fertilisers for the Canadian market,
and shipping them in iron tunk cars—manulactured, 1 am
happy to say, at Sherbrooke—but to their own surprise
they are receiving orders from and sending their salphuric
acid to New England. Their intention has been from
the first to take up the mannfacture of superphosphates in
this country, and for that purpose they have expended over
$100,000 in the purchase of phosphate deposits at Bucking-
ham, within twenty miles of this city; and the only cause
of delay, is the question of the location—whether they will
erect works at Montreal, where they could obtain the use
of the albumen and other products of the abattoirs, or in
the neighborhood of the mines. With thisillustration before
it, the House has, on the one hand, to consider the actusl
fact of foreign capital invested in the country in this
industry under the policy of protection, and, on the other,
the theory of my hon. friend of what the result would be if
the duty were removed. Agreeing as I do with my hon.
friend on almost all questions of a social nature, it is with
regret that I have to differ with him on so many questions
of a public character. If he and his friends would give
to the National Policy a support as consistent and per-
sistent as both political parties in the United States have
given to their tariff, I believe we should soon see in Canada
similar results, and a commercial union would be brought
about such as we could all agree with—~-a commercial union,
resulting from the application of foreign capital to our
native products, on Canadian soil. KEnptertaining these
views, and feeling that the motion of my hon. friend is in
direct contradiction ard contravention of that policy, it
gems to me that it is not entitled to the support of this

ouse.

Mr. CASEY. Ido not wish to speak at any length, be-
cause my own part of the country 18 not interested in this
question of artificial fertilisers to any great extent at pre-
sent, whatever may be the case in the future when our land
becomes more exhausted. Bat in this matter, as in others,
I feel that we should consider not only the interest of our
own neighborhood, but the interest of the farming commun-
ity throughout the Dominion. It is undoubtedly the case
that a large number of Canadian farmers do require to use

artificial fertilisers on their land, I have often heard that,
in the Province of Quebec particularly, the use of such fer-
tilisers would be of great advantage and profit to the farm-
ors, a great deal of whose land is in need of those super-
phosphates which come under the head of artificial fertilisers,
and 1 feel called upon to say something on their behalf. It
is quite olear that the existing duty on fertilisers, and on
the materials for making them, does increase the cost of
those articles in this country else there would be no object
in maintaining those duties. My hon. friend from Sher-
brooke (Mr. Hall) has arguned that the duty should be main-
tained for the purpose of stimulating the investment of for-
eign capital in Canada. The only way that it can be stim-
ulated is to increase the cost of the fertilisers, Therefore,
my hon, friend’s argument is that the price of these fertili-
sers to a large number of Canadian farmers should be main-
tained at a higher than the normal price to encourage a
few capitalists to come in and make money by manufactur-
ing them. His argument was for the profits of the maou-
facturers at Capelton, against the interests of the farmers
who use their product. His argument was that any re-
duction of the duty would be subversive of tho National
Policy, and that, therefore, this motion should be thrown
out We remember that when the National Policy was
intrc duced it was urged that it was as much for the benefit
of the farmer as anybody else ; but now it would seem that,
although the name of the Nationa! Policy has remained the
same, the object of the National Policy has changed. I1twould
appear that it is for the benefit of the manufacturers at the
expense of the farmer. [ cannot call such a policy a
national policy. I will call it a policy of protection to
manufacturers; but under these ciroumstances when the
interests of the farmers are held tu be naught as against
those of the manufacturers, I cannot call it a national
policy, seeing that the farmers constitute the largest num-
ber of our people, produce the greatest part of our wealth,
and pay the largest amount of duties of any class in the
Dominion. If my hon. friend’s (Mr. Hall's) friends, the
manufacturers, bave told him correctly about their business
dealings, they need not be afraid of the competition which
the motion of my hon. friend from North York (Mr. Mulock)
would induce. My hon. friend from Sherbroke (Mr. Hall)
has said that these manufacturers are able to sell sulphuric
acid in New England in competition with the manufac-
turers there. If that is the case, why are they afraid
to compete with them in Canada? He has knocked
the bottom out of his own argument in this one admission.
Those who send sulpburic acid to New England
must pay the American duty on the article, and if they can
do that, why could they not compete in an open market
here where neither side would have any duty to pay? The
hon, gentleman has told us that §100,000 of capital has been
invested in phosphate lands at Buvkingham, and [ do not
know how much in the manufacture at Capelton ; and his
argument is that because of the investment of these, perhaps
$200,000 or $300,000, the monopoly should be kept up for
the benefit of the foreign capitalists who have invested ibis
money—for the benetit of these Yankees, against whom all
loyal men must now feel so strongly. For the benefit of
these the farmers of Canada are to be taxed. The hon.
gentleman’s argument is not sound. The only possible
argument which could be made against the motion would
be that the owners of the phosphate lands might be
injured, Ido not know how that would be; I donot know
how far they would be injured. I believe that if suiphuric
acid was allowed to be imported treely, the manutfactare of
superphosphates would be largely increased, and the value
of phosphate lands be augmented ; and that with our
cheaper labor in Canada, notwithstanding the admission of
fertilisers free, the motion of the hon. member for York
(Mr. Mulock) would involve a greater manufacture of
superphosphates in Canada and an increased value to phos-
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hate lands. Even if there was a choice to be made

tween the two, we should look to the interests of the
majority, the interests of the farmer, as against the interest
of the comparitively tew who are concerned in this
industry,

Mr. ARMSTRONG. [ am sorry to have to differ with my
hon. friend from Sherbrooke (Mr. Hall). 1 have always
admired the candor with which he has always discussed the
questions that come before the House, but in my opinion
this is the same old story over again—the protection
of the few brought about by the taxation of the many.
The hon. member for West Elgin (Mr. Casey) has put
the whole matter in a nutshell when he says what is
now miscalled the National Policy means the protection
of the few by the taxation of the many. This fact is
beginning to be realised by the country. The people
are beginning to realise that the farmers, who form seven-
tenths of the people of this country, and who pay the great
bulk of the taxes, are not protected in any way in any one
item. The only thing that the National Policy does for the
farmer is to tax him. Now the farmers, in asking for this
little concession, are not asking very much, I am a prac-
tical farmer myself. I live by it and have obtained all 1
have by it, What I have to say with regard to the farmers
is that they ask for no protection. All they ask is to be
let severely alone and be allowed a fair chapee in the
struggle for wealth and position. Thatis all they want, and
with less they will not be satisfied. So far as this matter
of fertilisers is concerned, though apparently a very small
matter, it iz, when you come to probe it, found to be a very
important matter. Every hon. gentleman knows that you
cannot protect anything which the farmer produces while
you tax everything he uses. The taxation commences with
the necessaries on his table, and everything thereon, except
what he raises on his farm, is taxed to the very highest
point. Take one item, an article in general use and a
necessity on the table, the article of sugar. The duties
upon sugar are prohibitory. Sugar never was cheaper
in the markets of the world than it is at present,
and one-half what the farmer pays for what he uses is paid
in the shape of taxes. The clothes that he wesdrs are
taxed from 30 to 50 per cent. for the benefit of the manu-
facturers, and for their benefit alone. The implements which
he uses are taxed even in a greater degree. Those who
know anything about farming know that iron is a large
component part in farm implements, and any one who will
look over the tariff will see that a prohibitory tax is placed
on this raw material—a tax which is paid by the farmer.
Is it then too much to ask that this small matter of ferti-
lisers be allowed in free ? I need not tell you, Sir, that the
great source of the income of this country is the produocts
of the farm, next to which come the produots of
the forest. First of all the industries of the country is
the farming industry, and vpon it mainly the country has
to depend for the increase of its wealth and the Govern-
ment for the taxes they collect. How is the high standard
of fertility, the high standard of production in farming to
be kept up? It is only by correct methods of farming,
by scientific methods of farming, and in every successful
method of farming the price of fertilisers plays an impor-
tant part. It is the most important of all considerations in
connection with farming, 1 found out many years ago
that the simple question whether farming is to prove a
success or & failure depends, not-so much on the methods
used, not so much on the capital employed, as upon the
increased quantity produced from a given surface. If 15
bushels of wheat to an acre will pay all expenses and
enable the farmer to live, 20 bushels to the acre will
give him & clear profit of five bushels. If he is to obtain
that he can onl{ do 8o by a judicious system of farming
and by a liberal use of fertilisers, 1 may remark that this

Mr, Caszy.

question is assuming gigantic proportions. I need not
tell hon, gentlemen that the system we have been pursuing,
of exporting 50 much from the conntry, has a deteriorating
influence upon the soil, that it is gradually exhausting
the fertility of the soil. You cannot raise or feed an
animal and export it without taking away a portion of the
fertility of the soil, That exhaustion is accelerated in &
very large ratio when we export in the shape of cereals.
You are then rapidly deteriorating the fertility of the soil,
and unless that loss is supplied in some way or other rapid
deterioration must result. Let me point out how one
item affects the farmers, Why is it that Britain is, not-
withstanding her comparatively barren soil, the richest and
most productive country in the world ? The reason is simply
that she has largely imported coarse grains and turned them
into fertilisers of the soil, in fact has made Britain the feeding
ground for the coarse grains of the world. Many years ago,
before the year 1879, we had the privilege of importing coarse
grains free of duty into this country for that very purpose,
and that is the policy that ought to have been pursued in
the interests of our farming community. Our farmers im-
ported western grain, fed it to their cattle, shipped the
cattle to Great Britain, and made a profit, and were
becoming richer all the time. But the farmer had to be
taxed, and & tax was laid on these coarse grains, and that
trade was completely knocked on the head. If fertility is
to be kept up in the soil, we have to employ some other
means than merely the products of the soil. Just so long
as the produce of the soil is exported, so long will
this process of deterioration go on. Some years
ago, I went throngh the Island of Prince Edward, one of the
finest farming sections, as far as I can see, in this Domioion
of ours. I never saw finer land to work upon. They export
from that Island a large quantity of oats and potatees, and
of living animals. What enables them to doit? If it were
not for the use of artificial manunres and fertilizers,
such as musrel mud, that Island would be one barren
waste, unless it were for the fertilisers which they scatter
over their lands and which keep up the fertility of the soil.
The motion now before the House asks for a very small
matter, and the parts of the country which import ferti-
lisers the most are those which need it the most. In the
Provinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia they have
not such a rich soil as we have in the West and as they have
in the North-West, Their soil is comparatively unproduo-
tive, when placed in competition with oars, and it is neces-
sary that they should have some facilities afforded them,
that they should have some cheap means of keeping up the
fertility of the soil. If you want to assist the farming com-
munity and to enable them to compete in the markets of the
world, you must remove the duty from the fertilisers and
give the farmers a chance. My friend from North York
(Mr, Mulock) has alluded to the fact that as yet only small
quantities of these fertilisers are imported, and he pointed out
correctly that the fact results from the existence of a pro-
hibitory duty upon these fertilisers amounting to no less
than one-fifth of the price. I have much pleasure in second-
ing the motion of my hon, friend, the member for North
York.

Mr. MoOMILLAN (Huron). Iam compelled to consider
this motion in the interest of the agricultural community.
The National Policy was brought into existence, as it was
stated, for the particular benefit of the farmers as well as
the industrial classes, and yet, notwithstanding all the im-
provements in machinery and the cheapening of the cost of
production in every line, excepting in that of farming, not-
withstanding all the improvements which have been made
in agricultural machinery, the farmer is not able to produce
a single acre of grain cheaper than he was before agricul-
tural machinery was improved. The cost is just as great
now as it was before. Allow me to give astatement which is
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taken from the returns of the Bureau of Industries of the
Provinoe of Ontario, as to the cost of producing an acre of
the principal grains which are exported from that Province.
This is taken from the report of the Bureau of Industries
for the year 1887, and is compiled from the reports of 197
farmers representing all parts of the Province of Ontario.
This report shows that the cost of producing an acre of fall
wheat was $19.63. The whole value of the acre of wheat
proouced was $17.18, so that it cost $2.356 more to produce
an acre of wheat than the farmer realised from its growth,
Barley cost $14.83 to produce per acre, and the farmer
realised $18.63, making & profit of $3.80 per acre on barley.
To produce an acre of oats it cost $14.73, and the value
of the growth was $16.95, or $2.17 more than
the ocost of production. Peas ocost 815.47 to
produce, while the value of the product was $13.87, or
$1.60 less than the cost of production. So, if a farmer hav-
ing 100 acres had 40 acres laid out in this way—10 acres
of tall wheat, 10 acres of barley, 10 acres of oats and 10
of peas, he wounld only have a net profit of $20.20 on those
40 acres above the cost of production. Hon. gentlemen
will say that the only satety for the farmer is to increase
the product, as the amount of msanual labor cannot be re-
duced, and this must be done by the increased elements of
fertility which it is possible to send back into the soil. I
believe that the farmersin Ontario, and all over Canada, will
not long continue to farm under the old system of raising
coarse grains and cattle in order to send them to a foreign
market. They must keep cattle athome, and keep and fatten
them on the farm, becanse my experience as a farmer tells
me that one of the great wants which we feel in this coun-
try now is a sufficient quantity of fertilisers, either natural
or artificial, and no farmers who continue to follow the old
system can possibly hold their position unless the Govern-
ment chooses to give them relief in some direction.
From the statement of my hon. friend from Middle-
sex, the result of protection to the farmer has been that it
has increased the price of almost every article we sell, and
has also narrowed the markets for our products, Between
the two we are in a very peculiar position, Since the
Government, in their wisdom, have seen fit to follow the
example of most other countries by establishing experi-
mental farms, there is no doubt that at the farms they
will experiment on fertilisers and artificial manares,
a8 well as on other matters; but it is an im-
poseibility for any farmer to tell by the experi-
ment made on the experimental farm, what the
effect of the fertiliser would be on his own farm or on
his fields, without msaking an actual experiment for him-
self. At one time it was attempted to show by agrical-
tural chemistry what was necessary to use in order that a
good crop might be raised, but now it is admitted that it
capnot tell the amount of plant-food the soil contains
in an available condition. Thus, although the experi-
mental farm may show what may be done there, and
what the different parts of the fertilisers may be, still
every farmer must experiment for himself on his own farm,
and it is only the fertiliser which suits that land which will
be beneficial to him. I hold that it is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to give, as far as possible, every facility to the
farmer for obtaining cheap production, and that can only
be done in regurd to fertilisers by removing the duty upon
them. Some people may say that the only fertiliser to be
depended upon is what the farmer produces on his own
farm. It must be remembered, however, that a large
number of the products of the farm are sent to foreign
countries, and it is necessary that we should supply the
want of those by the use «f artificial manures.
hold that the Government should give this relief to the
farmer by taking this one duty off. It may be said that
& small amount is used. So long as we had prac-
tlclﬂz 8 virgin soil, artificial manures were not

required; but now, in many older parts of the
Dominion, it is found an actual necessity for the farmer to
use every means in his power to bring the fertility of the
soil back as nearly as possible to its original coudition, and
that can only be done by using all the manare he can make
upon his own farm, and getting in addition all the artificial
manures that he can afford to pay for. I was astonished
to hear the hon, member from Sherbrooke (Mr. Hall) pro-
posing to keep on these duties, particularly when he said
that these manufacturers could compete successfully with
manufacturers of artificial manures in the United
States. If they can compete succesefully with the manu-
facturers of the artificial fertilisers in the United States,
why impose a duty? Why compel the farmer to pay
an increased price? I hold that it is the duty of the
Government in this matter to do everything they poassibl
can to lessen the cost of the production to the farmer.
have been very much astonished at certain members in this
Honse who have been interesting themselves in behalf ot the
farmer; they have been doing everything they can to
relieve the farmer and protect him. 1 am sorry the hon,
member for Hamilton (Mr. Brown) is rot in his seat,
because I notice that he made a motion the other day for &
committee to be renewed to enquire into the frauds perpe-
trated upon the farmers of this country by ocertain individ-
uals. Vyell, Sir, I saw a little item in the Mail to-day
stating that this hon, gentieman was one of a deputation
who went before the Minister of Customs to see that the
duty on fertilisers is not taken off. I think he has been run-
ning with the hare and hunting with the hounds, because all
the other benefits that he asked extend to but a very small
portion of the agricultural community, There may be a
very few farmers who have been imposed upon by these
individuals, bat they are a small minority, The majority
of the farmers of the Dominion of Canada are well able to
take care of themselves anl to protect themselves from
frauds. Now, when it comes to & matter of imposing &
duty upon one of the principal elements of success for the
agriculturists, we find that hon. gentleman supporting the
duty ; he is doing everything that he can to have the com-
mittee continued, but he is not willing to give the farmer
that relief he is entitled to. I like to see consistency,
and I hope hon. gentlemen opposite who have been
getting up committees to enquire into the combines that
eXist throughout the country and into the frands perpetra-
ted upon the farmers, will see their way to assist us in get-
ting the duty on fertilisers removed, believing, as I do, that
the success of Canada depends upon the saccess of the agri-
ocultural community, and the success of the agricultural
community to day depends on cheapening as far as possible
the cost of production, and that can only be done by making
an acre of land produce & greater amount. We cannot in
any shape reduce the amount of labor that we have got to
give to an acre of land ; for the longer land continues to be
worked, and continues to yield, the more labor you have
to put upon it in order to put it into proper eondition, and
the only way to do that is by increasing its fertility.

Mr. SPROULE. I have no doubt that the hon. gentle-
man who has just taken his seat feels that he has been doing
a great good to the interests of the farmer, and I believe that
the farming community in general will come to the same
conclusion to which he has arrived, providing they accept
his reasoning as correct and conclusive, But, unfortunately,
there is something even behind this that is of more import-
ance to the farmer than taking the duty off. At present
we have upon our statute-books a law passed in 1834 that

I| compels the analysis of artificial fertilisers offered for sale

in Canada, asa guarantee that they must contain a sufficient
percentage of those elements which are necessary to re~
plenish an exhausted eoil: That is, to-day, & guarsntoee that
when & farmer buys a fertiliser it shall contain in itself
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something of absolute value. If the duty were taken off
many people would buy their fertilisers in the United
States, they would bring them here, and after wasting the
money they had paid out for them, and the labor expended
in cultivating the soil upon which they were to be put,
they would only find by experience that the money was
virtually thrown away, and they had received no value for
it in return. Now, that would be the condition of the
Canadian farmer were the duty taken off to-day, because 1
know of my own personal knowledge that fertilisers
of this character have been brought from the other
side. I know that they are manufactured very exten-
sively and were sold to the farmer here as being valuable,
before the duty was imposed which now keeps them out,
when in reality they contain no value for the purpose
for which they are intended. If the duty is kept up
no person will offer these inferior articles for sale,
because, before doing 8o, he must have an analysis;
but if the duty is taken off the Canadian farmer will make
his purchases on the other side and will find these fer-
tilisers to be of little or no value. It is & fact to-day that the
Americans are importing leached ashes from Canada, are
taking them over to the States and sending them back to
Canadian farmers as valuable fertilisers, when in reality we
have them at bome aud would not use them at all. Now,
were it not for the fact that this Act was upon our statute-
book which compels the analysis of these fertilisers, I be-
lieve a much more extensive fraud would be perpetrated
upon the agrioculturists of this country. We have in our
own country all the chemical elements that are necessary
to make up the most beneficial fertilisers for our farmers,
and I believe with the hon. member for Sherbrooke (Mr.
Hall) that it only requires this protection to bring capital
into the country to start up these manufacturing establish-
ments, and to have made in our own country valuable fer-
tilisers that will be a benefit to our farmers, who, when
they purchase them, will find that they have re-
ceived some value for the money expended on them.
Until we have some means of stopping fraunds it would be a
detriment to the Canadian farmer if we allowed these fer-
tilisers to come in free. I think if we could devise some
means to increase the value of fertilisers that are being
sold, and some means of bringing into operation manufac-
turing establishments that would use the material in our
own country, we would be doing that good which the far-
mer is 80 anxiously looking for much more effectually by
extending the duty than by taking it off these fertilisers,
I can only say, from the knowledge I have of the use of
these articles—because they have been used in our country
and found to be practicably worthless—that I believe it
would not be in the interest of the Canadian farmer that
this duty should be taken off, It is true that exhausted
farms require something to recuperate them and brieg
them up to their former ocondition. The agriculturists of
the country are raising more stock and by that means
they are bringing back to themselves some practical return ;
but if the duty is taken off fertilisers, every dollar expended
on them, in nine cases out of ten, would squandered for
& worthless commodity, and they would be wasting their
money upon something that would bring them back nothing
in return,

Mr. FISHER. Iam sorry to see that the Minister of
Agriculture is not in his seat this afternoon, in order that
he may give the views of the Government on this question.
I bave no doubt, however, that the hon. member for Sher-
brooke (Mr. Hall) has practically given the official view
upon this point, and that the supporters of the Government
are conducting this discussion on the ‘principle that it is

. meceseary to build up the manufacture of artificial manures
in this country, and that therefore we must retain the duty
on these manures in order to prevent outside competition

Mr, SpROULE.

with this home industry. The hon. member for Sher-
brooke, in the argument he made, as my hon.
friend from Elgin (Mr. Casey) said, has practically given
away his whole case. Already allusion has been made to
the fact, which he himself stated, that the firm manufactur-
ing sulphuric acid in his neighborhood have been able to sell
it in the Dominion and the United States, to be used for the
manufacture of fertilisers. It is very evident that one of
two things must be the case: either that the firm does not
need protection against the manufacturers of sulphuric acid
in the United States, or else that they are making of the
Unrited States what is commonly called & slaughter-market
for goods which we help them to make in this country at
our expense. It has been stated, not very long ago, that
when our manufacturers exported articles to other countries
they sold them to foreigners at lower prices than they sold
them to our own people, and that, practically, we were
called upon to aid and support them in manufacturing
goods in this country, while at the same time they sold
them abroad to foreigners at lower prices. I can hardl

believe that the hon. member for Sherbrooke (Mr. Hall

can be so unpatriotic as to maintain and support a firm
which would adopt that course, but at the same time I can
hardly conceive any other satisfactory explanation of the
fact that those gentlemen alladed to require protection
against the manufacturers of sulphuric acid in the United
States, in order to be able to manufacture sulphuric acid in
this country, and at the same time are able to send it into
the United States and pay the duty imposed by the Ameri-
can Government apon it.

Mr. HALL. Thereis none,

Mr. FISHER. Still they would have to pay the freight
to the United States and other charges. And yet they are
asking protection in their own market on the ground that
without it they cannot carry on the manufacture of sulphuric
acid in this country against the competition of manufacturers
in the United States. It seems to be a most unreasonable
proposition and one I cannot understand. But I believe
the true facts are that, at the present time, sulphuricacid is
not so cheaply manufactured here as in the United States,
and were it not for the duty placed on sulphuric acid the
farmers of this country would be able to obtain artificial
manares at & much cheaper rate than they do to-day, and
that is the real reason why the hon. member for North
York (Mr, Mulock) has made this motion and why I sup-
port it, Even supposing for & moment that the abolition
of the duty would hurt the manufacturers of sulphuric acid
or of artificial manure made here, I contend that ultimately,
in the interests of the manufacturers of such manures, it
would be of great advantage to them to have the duty re
moved, and 1 will explain my reasons. In this country,and
especially in the Province of Quebec, the use of artificial
manures is not widespread. In fact there is very little used,
because our farmers'are unacquainted with their merits and
have not made the experiments which the hon. member for
South Huron (Mr, MoMillan) alluded to as being necessary.
Such experiments are expensive, and it is almost impossible
for the poorer farmers to make the experiments which would
lead to the use of artificial manures, and it will be only at
such time as they can be made more cheaply than
at present that it will be possible for our farmers to
make them., I contend, although I advocate the use of
artificial manures under certain circumstances, and I
know well that the use of artificial manures to a large
extent, without previous experiments having been made by
a farmer on his own land, is a dangerous and risky under-
taking. It is an experiment, and I would not advocate it
to be tried on a large scale ; but the farmer must make ex-
periments himself, and accordingly if each farmer was able
to buy manure as cheaply as sible, he would be called

-

upon to incur no greater risk than was necessary. Iregret
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to know that, in consequence of certain regulations made
by the Customs Department, the importation of artificial
manures has been rendered more difficult than the duty
alone would lead one to suppose it would be, and that prac-
tically to-day the duty, taken in connection with the customs
regulations, renders prohibitory the importation of artificial
manures. But, were the duty removed, and were artificial
manures allowed to come in from the United States and
other countries, I believe such an effort would be made by
the great manufacturers of the United States to extend the
gale of their wares here, that farmers would be able to make
those experiments to which I have alluded, and would be en-
abled to purchase artificial manures almost too cheap I might
say, that is, obtaining the manure at 8 lower price than the
manufacturers would be justified in exporting it with a profit
for the purpose of encouraging experiment, and in that
way our farmers, especially in the Province of Quebec,
would be led to utilise artificial manure and would be
induced to rush into the market for artificial manures and
go greatly increase the market which the manufacturars of
this country have at their disposal. The Government also
are responsible, to a large extent, for the need of these
manures ; and I say this advisedly, because to-day the
Government are imposing a heavy duty on feeds which the
farmers formerly imported for the purpose of stock-feeding
and for improving their barnyard manure. Instead of buy-
ing artificial manures our farmers prefer to buy feed and
thus obtain a double profit, not only the profit obtainable
from making beef, milk or cheese which the feed would
produce, but the greater profit lying in the improvement
in the manure made by the cattle thus fed. But, in conse-
queuce of the higher duty placed upon corn and other feeds,
which were formerly imported from the United States, our
farmers are debarred irom buying them and consequently
are not able to improve their manure heaps, The result
is that under the gresent condition of our farming, which
must necessarily be at the present stage of our progress
more and more scientific, and more and more carried on
under a thorough system, our farmers are driven into
the experiment to which I have alluded, of using artificial
manures, and, eventually, the widespread use of them. The
hon, gentleman who spoke from the other sideof the Hoase,
in alluding to this question, spoke of the protection we have
given to our farmers with regard to the testing of artificial
manure manufactured here, The same test and analysis could
very ecasily be made, as they areto-day, if theduiy wereremov-
ed. The duty does not analyse the manure, a8 my hon. friend
beside me ruggests. The analysis has to be placed on every
Y)ackage imported, and the analysis is tested by our Customs

epartment or by our Inland Revenue Department, as the
case may be, and every such package imported is analysed.
That is one of the difficulties I pointed to, and one of the
troubles which importers have had to contend with, and to
which I alluded when I spoke of the Customs regulations.
But the fact of the matter is that our farmers have got to-
day that protection under the Fertilisers Act and under the
Customs regulations, This motion does not pretend or in-
tend, in any way whatever, to do away with that protec-
tion, but it is introduced with a view to enable the farmer to
obtain those artificial manures more cheaply than they
are able to obtain them to-day, and anyone who
knows anything about the principle of protection
knows that the duty is imposed simply for the pur-
pose of enabling those parties who could not otherwise
manufacture them to be able to manufacture them. I do
not wonder that members of the Government and members
on that side of the House consider this is a blow against
their protective policy, knowing that such an action as this,
if it were adopted by this House, would be a condemnation
of the whole protective policy. I do not wonder that they
object to it, and that, knowing the weakness of the argu-
ments which they would have to lay before this House,

they prefer to meet this motion bya vote instead of answer-
ing it by argnment or by showing that they are right on
the question. I know very well that they cannot answer
it by argument, and I also know very well that they will
not attempt to do so; but I fear greatly that by their party
discipline they will be able to vote the motion down, not-
withstanding that I and others on this side of the House
haze supported it by argament and will endorse it by our
vote. .

Mr. FERGUSON (Welland). Mr. Speaker, as the
authar of the notorious Fertiliser Bill of 1884, it may be
perhaps necessary that [ should say a few words on this
subject. I may say that my object in introducing that Bill
was not to protect the manufacturer of either super-
phosphates or fertilisers, but to protect the farmers of the
country from imposition and robbery atthe hands of their
American neighbors, If those gentlemen who have spoken
on the other side desire to protect the farmer thoy must
protect him by either prohibiting the importation of artifi-
cial manures which are entirely valueless, or by analysing
all those imported. This is the only protection you can
give the farmer. In my own county, which is situated
close to Buffalo, the farmers were in the habit of buying a
great many kinds of manure from manufacturers in the
States, After investigation I found that the laws in each
one of the States imposed an analysis on the manures which
were sold in the State, but manures intended for expor-
tation were not to be analysed at all, so that all the refuse
from American factories was imported iato this country.
I found that the law to analyse fertilisers was passed in South
Carolina, Georgia, and other States, and that nearly every
State of the Union, for its own protection, passed the same
law to prevent and prohibit the importation of worthless
fertilisers from an adjoining State. It is important for this
House to know that by the laws of each State of the Union
an examination by a chemist is imposed on all those ferti-
lisers, and the article is made to answer to a certain stand-
ard. The fertilisers manufactured in the United States and
which is intended for exportation, has not to be analysed at
all. This was my object in introducing the Fertiliser Bill,
and it was also the object of an import duty upon such com-
modities. I may say that fertilisers which cannot be manu-
factured in this country, such as guano and some others,
are now allowed to come in free of duty.

Mr. MoMULLEN. How is that? Why is duty imposed ?

Mr. FERGUSON (Welland). You will find that a great
many fertilisers are allowed in duty free. I am not pre-
pared to name them now, but I think the Minister of Cus-
toms will be able to give tha list.

An hon. MEMBER. Why do they collect duty then?
Mr. BOWELL. They don’t,

Mr. FERGUSON (Welland). Those fertilisers which are
exempted are known to be pure and of good quality. In
support of the position which I hold here, I may say thav
not one of the American fertilisers examined by our
analysts came up to thestandard. They were all of inferior
quality and unfit for use by the farmers of this country.
Permit me to say again (and I do not intend to prolong the
discussion) that the object of every member of this House
who is interested in the welfare of the farming industry—
the most important industry in this country—ought to be
to protect our farmers against imposition and fraud at the
hands of his neighbors of the United States. This is the
objeot of the daty upon fertilisers. And if we had not that
duty upon fertilisers we would have ali kinds of inferior
stuff sent over to be purchased by our Canadian farmers,

Mr. MULOCKE. Does not your Act apply to the imported
articles ?
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Mr. FERGUSON (Welland). Analysis might be had of
those imported articles.

Mr. MULOCK. It must be had.

Mr. FERGUSON (Welland). You might apply analysis
to those fertilisers, but until some further legislation is had
to prevent imposition and fraud upon the farmers of this
country by our neighbors across the line, and to prevent
them sending spurioas stuff over here, I do not think we
can do any better than we are doing now in the interest of
the farmer.

Mr. MULOCK. Would the hon. gentleman say whether
the Act of 1884, which he had passed, does not require the
imported article to be analysed the same as the manufac-
tured article ?

Mr. HAGGART. Mr. Speaker, it is not my intention
to discuss whether the protective policy is for the benefit
of the country or not, or whether the system of protection
is, or is not, for the benefit of people engaged in commerce,
in manufactures, or for the benefit of the agriculturists.
That question has been imported into this debute, and I may
remark that it has been decided long ago by this country
that the policy of protection is for the benefit of all classes.

An hon. MEMBER. No.

Mr. HAGGART. Well, it is acknowledged to be, at any
rate, and it will for a number of years, I venture to say, be
the policy of this country. One of the hon. gentlemen
opposite has introduced a motion by which he points out
that it bears particularly hard upon a certain class of the
community to impose & duty on manufactured manures
coming into this country. What are mineral manures?
They are principally composed of two ingredients. Phos-
phate of lime and sulphuric acid. The whole value of them
to the agricultural community deperds upon the quantity
of the superphosphate of lime in them, In this country,
strange to say, we have the largest deposits of phosphate
of lime in any part of the world, and that in its purest and
best form. It has been exported continuously from this
country to Great Britain and Germany and other parts,
We have the material for the manufacture of such an article,
with the greatest percentage of phosphate of lime lying at
our very doors. The other ingredient necesssry to make
superphosphate of lime (as is known to every individual
who has studied the question) is sulphuric acid, We were
in the habit of importing that and manufacturing it out of
the sulphur found in Sicily and in the southern part of Italy,
It has been found that we have lots of material in our
own country—iron pyrites and copper pyrites, which con-
tain sulphuric acids—which can be extracted cheaper than
by bringing the sulphuric acid from Sicily to this country. So
much is this the case that American capitalists have invested
largely in the copper mines which abound in the neighbor-
hood of Capelton. They had been in the habit of working
those mines and carrying the ore to New York, there ex-
tracting the sulphuric acid and returning it back to this
country. By the policy of the Government we have com-
pelled them to erect sulphuric acids works in Canada, The
sulphuric acid is now being manufactured here out of mate-
rial found in the country, and it can be manufactured cheaper
than any imported from a foreign country. We have, then,
all the materials in this country necessary for the manu-
facture of the commodity. We have the raw phosphates
and the sulphuric acids in our country in abundance. We
send them to foreign countries—to Germany and Great
Britain, Is not the policy which would develop that trade
ard cause the manufacture of that article in ihis country
not one for the benefit of the country ? Is it one that would
increase the value of the article to agriculturists ? It is the
£ame as any article manufactured in this ecuntry whicbh is
native to the country, and which it would be to the benefit
of the countiy tostart the manufacture of. The consequence

Mr. Fzrauson (Welland),

of this policy will be that in & few years we can manufac-
ture superphosphate cheaper than it is possible for it to be
imported from any foreign country. We can supply not
only our own demand, but we can send superphosphates to
other countries. The result will be another illustration of
what again and again hes been repeated, of the benefits
which the system of protection will confer on this country.

Mr, WELSH. The question of fertilisers is a guestion in
which I have always taken a deep interest, and it is one
which I consider to be of great importance to the farmers
of this country. Looking over the Hansard for 1887, I find
that the Minister of Finance introduced an item imposing
a duty of $6 per ton on artificial manures. I objected to it
at once, and made a motion to have it taken off, and, after
considerable debate on the question, it was tuken off. I see
that that motion was seconded by my hon. friend from
North York (Mr. Mulock) who has brought up a motion
to-day to remove the duty of 20 per cent. altogether. I
have much pleasure in supporting that motion. The agri-
cultural interests of this country are, I suppose, of greater
importance than auny other interests in the country. My
hon. friend from North Lanark (Mr. Haggart) has said
that the manufacturers are able to manufacture these ferti-
lisers in this country more cheaply than they can be manu-
factured in any foreign country. Ifso, what is the use of keep-
ing on a duty of 20 per cent. a ton ? The people of this country
are not fools enough to import fertilisers and pay 20 per cent.
8 ton more for them than they could get them at their own
door. My hon, friend from Welland (Mr. Ferguson) speaks of
the quality of the imported fertilisers. Well, I do not see what
that has to do with the duty. You can analyse these ferti-
lisers if you like, and see that no inferior quality comes
into the country; but that is no argument for the duty.
My hon. friend from Woellington said that he had visited
Prince Edward Isiand, and he had never seen a finer farm-
ing country, but that if we had not the resource of the
mussel-muck to apply to our land, we would have been in a
very poor condition, I quite agree with him, and I ho
those decayed oyster-beds, commonly called mussel-muck,
will continue to provide the farmers of Prince Edward
Island with a fertiliser. There is no doubt that as time
goes on, we shall need to import fertilisers more largely for
the improvement of our land; and I do hope that as the
late hon. Finance Minister thought proper to withdraw his
proposition to place a duty of $6 & ton on fertilisers in
1887, the Government will see their way clear to removing
the duty altogether in the interest of the farming commu- -
nity of this Dominion. I hardly know what amount of
revenne has been received from this duty, but I decidedly
recommend the Government to take it off. I have not
stadied the subject very much, but when the subject comes
up in committee we shall be able to bring further proof of
the necessity of removing the duty.

Mr, BAIN (Wentworth). To those who are interested
in the farmer’s occupation, I think one thing must be patent
in listening to the discussions from the other side of the
House, that is, that hon. gentlemen opposite think that the
farmers are a class of people who specially want to be taken
care of, If there is a patent agent, or a seed wheat agent
to be looked after, there is a committee appointed to look
after the farmer’s interest to see that he is not imposed on.
My hon. friend from Welland (Mr, Ferguson) comes out on
another line. He says the farmers in his neighborhood are
80 innocent and green that they buy those bad superphos-
phates made in Buffalo which are below the grade made in
Canada, and he supports the Government in keeping the
duty on, because those farmers do not know enough to buy
the better article; and when my hon, friend the Postmaster
General took the fieid, I was reminded of the ancient his-
tory of the early discussions on the National Policy. Again
we had golden promises of what was going to happen in the
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future, how we were going to manufacture sulphuric acid
more cheaply than it could be manufactured in Sicily or
anywhere else, and how we were going to develop our
resources and send it all over the world. In the meantime,
the farmer has to pay the price that a few manufaoturers
impose, and wait 8 little longer for the good time that is
said to be coming. Now, Sir, I think it is time we faced
this question on a different basis. If we have these great
undeveloped natural resources in this country, as I am
Brond to think we have—and I agree with the hon. the

ostmaster General in every statement he has made with
respect to the value of our beds of phosphates, and
our pyrites from which we manufacture sulphuric acid so
cheaply—1I wish to ask the House where the distinct protec-
tion of the National Policy to the farmer comes in ? When
this subject was discussed in the early days, we found that al-
most every product of agriculture was placed in a schedule,
in which we invited a free exchange with the United States ;
and we have left that invitation there, so that if the United
States allowed our products to enter that country duty free,
we should be bound to do the same with respect to their
preducts. Is that the protection the National Policy gives
to the farmer ? We, on this side, have said that that wounld
be good for the farmer; but we ask the principle to be ex-
tended & little further, We say, if the farmer is to sell in
competition with all the world on even terms, give us a
chance to buy on even terms, and then we will ask no favor,
but take an open field. It struck me, when the hon, mem-
ber for Sherbrooke (Mr, Hall) spoke on this question, that
he gave away the whole case of the manufacturers of sul-

huric acid, and I will tell you why. He says that their

usiness has so developed that, to their own surprise, they
were able to send the sulphurie acid into the United States,
to compete with the article manufactured there, Would it
not be better for the Government to place that article
in the list of free exchange with the Americans with
the products of the farmers, and let us have compe-
tition? The Americans are talking about retaliation
pretty lively just now, and suppose they just clap a duty on
that sulphuri¢ acid going into the United States, what
would be the result? These manufacturers in my hon,
friend’s county, who, I am glad to hear, are manufacturing
sulphuric acid so cheaply, would suddenly find their Ameri-
can market gone, and the result would be that their market
would be limited to Canada. Everyone knows that the
initial difficulty is that when you place the
cost of these manures parallel with the price the
farmer gets for his products, their cost is too
high to enable him to use them successfully and
profitably in his general agricultural crops. But if
you will give him a chance to get those artificial
manures at the lower rate, but still containing a fair and
honest percentage of valuable manurial agent, they will
immediately go into general consumption, but this waiting
upon and protecting the manufacture of superphospbates or
anything else, and keeping up prices is, in the meantime, an
obstruction to the general consumption of those articles.
EBveryone knows that the farmers of this country have
to take the advantage of every conceivable mode of cheapen-
ing production, as they cannot Jook forward to a continued
range of the high prices which heretofore have existed
in the markets ot the world, and they will have to bring
their ingenuity to bear in the production of every article,
both to cheapen the cost of production and increase the
production per acre, There are only two ways of doing
that. With the advantages of labor-saving agricultural
machinery they are able on that side to reduce the cost of
production, but every farmer knows that the protection
given by labor-saving machinery is a limited pro-
tection. If, by any means, you can supplement that
by the use of cheap agricultural fertilisers, with & fair
share of fertilising ingredient in them, you place with-

in reach of the farmer another means by which he can
increase the income from his farm, because if you can in-
crease the production per acre from i5 bushels, which may
be just a paying quantity, to 20 bushels, that means & clear
profit of b bushels to the farmer. I ask the Guvernment
to take these matters into consideration. 1 ask them:
Where is the protection to the farmer to come in, assuming,
as the hon. the Postmaster General has said, that the
National Policy bas come to stay ? If it has come to stay,
give the farmers & fair chance along with other people. Do
not make them the field upon which every man who
has a partioular interes: to advance shall march to the
Government and ask that another 20 per cent. be added to
the farmer’s taxation, and so much more money be taken
out of his hard earnings. Let the blessings of the National
Policy be extended to the farmer as well as to those whoin-
vest their oapital in manufactures. So far as1am personally
conoerned, I deny the charge that we, on this side of the
House, are hostile to the manufacturers. But I say that there
are other interests that deserve a fair share of protection at
the hands of the Government, and I ask the Government, in
the interests of four-fifths of our population, that
they should not be arked to dpay tribute exclusively
to the other fifth, but should have a fair chance
to share in tke benefits of the National Policy.
Do not ask us to wait for a good time to-morrow. The
artificial fertiliser busincss may bo a small one at present,
and I am free to say it is & rmall one, but we know that
the farmers are slow to change their ways; and supposing
you took off the duty to-morrow, I do not say that the con.
sumption of fertilisers would go ahead by bounds, or that
they would immediately become to the farmers all that
some parties claim they would. But 1 say that if the
Government persistently continues this course of repression
towards the farmers and leaves him at the meroy of every
individual who thinks he has an interest to advance, and
which can only be advanced to his exclusive benefit and
their detriment, the farmers cannot be expected always to
wait, and that the position of the agricultural interests to-
day is such in this country and everywhere over the broad
face of the world that we are face to face with an era of
low prices without the probability of any immediate change;
that the markets of the old country, though they are tree
to everybody, are not so favorable to us as they were ten
years ago, because to-day the facilitics for distributing
supplies are such that the mother country draws her
supplies from the ends of the earth. [ ask the Government
whether it is not pushing the National Policy too far, and
whether it might not be wise and fair for them to take into
account the position of our agricultural population and do
something to show that their vaunted policy is not worked
exclusively in the interest of the manufacturer, and to the
detriment of our agricultural population.

Mr. FOSTER. The debate has taken a wide range, far
wider than the specific subject which called it forth would
warrant. The question has been very exhsustively treated
on both sides, and I imagine those who are in favor of the
resolution have brought forward their best arguments and
put them in their best manner. I cannot help saying that,
80 far as their presentment of the case is concerned, I co
pot think it has been strong enough to induce the Govern-
ment to change its policy with regard to this matter. ln the
first place, a great deal has been said with reterence to the
large amount of duty which the furmer has to pay. Well,
I find in looking over the returns that the whole amount of
duty paid last year was the immense sum of $2,491. That
certainly is not a very large burthen. Bat hon. gentle-
men say that the import would be greater if the daty
were taken off. Yet in the next breath they say, and itis
a strong argument, that artificial manure is a thing which
it is dangerous to experiment with, that it should be experi-
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mented with in very small quantities and upon a very
limited area, and that of all manures, the natural manures,
80 to speak, are by far the best, and are most largely con-
sumed. It has also been shown upon this side of the House,
and shown very conclusively, and I think it will be patent
to the experience of those who are practical men in the
matter, that the fertilisers which come from the other side
have been of a poorer quality than the excellent material
we have here, and which is now about to be worked up in
large quantities, gives warrant of being produced here.
Then again, I think it has been shown conclusively that there
are few countries in the world, if there are any, which have
such magnificent deposits of the natural raw material for
the making of artificial fertilisers as the Dominion
has, Not only is that known in this country, not
only is that being utilised in this country, but I
find that last year we éxported of phosphates alone to the
value of about $400,000. My hon. friend from North York
(Mr. Mulock) read a list of the articles which were allowed
in free by the United States. If he will turn to our tariff he
will find that those sume articles, with almost no exception,
are let free into this country, which go into the manufacture
of artificial fertilisers. Sulphuric acid is not admitted free ;
but, on the other hand, as was conclusively shown, salphuric
acid is being more largely manufactared in this country.
The facilities for manufacturing it are of a very superior
kind, and we are manufacturing it now so as not only to
supply our own market but also to export to our neighbors,
Hon. gentlemen gay if sulphnric acid can be made here and
sent to the New England States, why is it necessary to have
aduty upon it? And why not, on the same argument, take
away the duty upon fertilisers? There is a great differ-
ence between the starting of an industry and the industry
after it has had years to grow to a large state of develop-
ment, and the whole argument in favor of the protection of
industries is based very largely upon the recognition of that
distinction. Therefore, taking these things into consider-
ation, I do not think, as far as the case has been made ap-
parent to the House, that any ground has been made for the
passage of this resolution or for any change in the tariff law
in accordance with this resolution. I am not going to take
up the time of the House in debating the matter further.
I thought it had been debated thoroughly before I arose to
suggest these few considerations.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). The position taken by the hon.
the Minister of Finance is precise{)y what we would have
expected he would take on this question. The hon. gentle-
man is & pronounced protectionist, and, as a pronounced
protectionist, he finds it necessary to extend the same pro-
tection to those who are undertaking to engage in this bus-
iness as has been extended to others, altogether apart from
the interest of the consumer. The hon. gentleman has, in
this question, done precisely what hon. gentlemen on that
side have for a series of years. They have altogether over-
looked the interests of the consuming population of this
eountry, and have confined their attention exclusively to
the interests of those who have been engaged in initiating
these enterprises. The hon, gentleman tells us that the pro-
ducers of sulpburic acid and of other things which enter
into the production of these artificial fertilisers are the pro-
moters of infant industries, and that it is necessary to ex-
tend to them now a protection which will not be necessary
when they cease to be infant industries, It is a remarkable
fact that, in this country as well as elsewhere, all the in-
dustries which are tostered as infant industries remain fos-
tered whether they are infant industries or not; and, if the
hon, gentleman should remain Finance Minister for a long
time to come, 1 have no doabt that he would find at the end
of his time the same necessity for the care of the Govern-
ment being exercised over these infant industries as at the
presentday. The hon. gentleman has repeated here, as
Mr. Fosrzs.

the Postmaster General did, an argument used by Mr,
Mills in the first place, but misused by the hon. gentle-
man, and misused by bis ocolleagne—that such in-
dustries may be entitled or may require to re-
ceive from the Government consideration which,
after they have been established, after the experi-
ments have been performed, after the parties who are em-
ployed in them have acquired the necessary skill, they
would not be entitled to claim. Well, the hon. gentleman
has not shown that there is any special skill, that there is
any long series of experiments, that there is any necessary
knowledge to scquive here that has mot been already ac-
quired wherever these manufacturing industries have been
carried on. The hon. gentleman has not taken the first
step to satisfy the House that in this country, in order that
these industries may be properly established by securing
persons of the necessary skill in their employment, they
should be supported in the way which the hon gentleman
mentions. I think that all the information the House has
had before it on this question, and the information given by
the press in relation to these manufacturing establishments,
show that they are as competent to carry on, with due
economy, industry and capi.al, these manufacturing works
to-day as they will be in a quarter of a century henoe, alto-
gother apart from any further discovery or improvement
which may be made in the appliances of the manufacture,
These people have not to provide any new kind of mashine-
ry—that is, any new process of manufacturing the particu-
lar articles from which these fertilisers are obtained. The

have all the necessary information to-day, as well as the
results of what has been accomplished elsewhere, as if they
had a quarter of a century for their experiments. It seems
to me that the hon. gentleman overlooks altogether the in-
terest of the farming population. In the interest of
the manufacturers, he permits the raw material to be
brought into the country free of duty; he permits
the cotton manufacturer to import raw cotton free of
duty ; he permits the woollen manufacturer to import
the wool free of duty; but he will not permit the farmer
to have the same opportunities; he will not allow him to
import what he vequires, in order that he may obtain the
largest return from the smallest expenditure of money.
No; he imposes a protective tariff on the raw materials,
which are pecessary to the farmer for the production of
his crop. The farmer’s crop is & manufacture as far as the
farmer is concerned, The fertilisers which he uses, the
agricultural machinery and so on which he employs are
the appliances by which that manufactured article is pro-
duced. And yet the hon. gentleman will not permit the
farmer to have the same opportunities as he grants to other
classes, He will not apply to the farmer the same policy
which he applies to the manufacturer. He aﬁplies to the.
manufacturer a wholly different policy from that which he
applies to the farmer, and, that being so, I say he is not.
consistent in his policy when he undertakes to impose on
these articles duties which he would not impose if the same
articles were being imported in the interest of the manu-
facturer, The hon. gentleman overlooks the fact that the
farmer has something to learn, that he does not always
adopt what is immediately best in his own interest, that it
is in the interest of the Government not to put impediments
in the way of the improvement of agricultural methods,
that it is againet the interests of the comntry that the
Government should adopt such a policy. Yet, whenever
the Government imposes & duty on anything which tends
to make the farm more productive and more fertile, it must
be aware that it is discouraging the use of fertilisers to that
extent, and that in that manner it is injuring the advanced
style of farming, Look at the number of persons who are
engaged in agriculture in this country. Look at the amount
of capital in real estate which is represented by the agricul-
uriste of this country; and yet the hon. gentleman proposes,
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in the interest of the smallest fractional part of the popula-
tion, to put burdens on all the farmers and to rgnt impedi-
ments in the way of improved agriculture in order that one
or two manufacturing establishments should represent larger
jprofits to their shareholders than they wounld otherwise do.

he fair amount which they should derive is that which
they would obtain by the sale of their products in a free
market. If you, by the interference of the Government,
increase the price which they have to pay, you take from
those who oconsume the article some portion of that
additional price, and you hand that over to those who
never earned it. That is what the Government are doing
to-day; and it is in the interest of agrioulture, and
in the interest of every man who sits either on
this side or that, representing an agricultural constituency,
to defend the people against any one who undertakes to
do this, in the interest of a few men about -whom we know
nothing, who do not belong to this country, whose interests
we are not speocially concerned in promoting. If the
Government and the supporters of the Government adopt &
policy of that sort to increase the price of the production of
these manufacturing establishments at the expense of the
farming population, there is not a representative of a farm-
ing constituency in this House who supports that policy
'who will not be a marked man at the next election. The
farming population are becoming awake to this. Their
lands have been diminished in value, and they have been
impoverished by the operation of this policy. Their farms
have not increased in value in consequence of the policy
which they accepted. In fact, there is no portion of the
country with which I am acquainted in which farming lands
have not diminished in value since the adoption of the
National Policy. They havediminished in value during the
past five years at least 30 per cent.——

An hon. MEMBER. No.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I challenge the hon. gentleman
to appoint a committee and to bring before this House re-
presentatives of the various loan companies of this country,
and I can establish toa demonstration the fact that agri-
oultural lands during the past five years have diminished
at least 30 per cent,in value, They have diminished in
eonsequence of the policy whick the Government has pur-
sued, & policy that has been inimical to the interests of the
agriculturists of this country, and it is of the first import-
ance to the people of this country that these men should be
unburdened so far as it is possible to unburden them. I see
before me the Minister of Agriculture; the hon. gentleman
knows well that what I state is & fact with regard to the
value of real estate. Why, Sir, let him consult the Erie
Company, let him consult the Dominion Loans and Saving
Society, let him consult any one of the large loaning com-
panies of the city in which he resides, he will receive but
one answer from them, and that answer will be in accord-
ance with the statement I have made. Then, I say, that
being the case, it is of the first importance to the interests
of the farming population that whatever enters into the
consumption of the agriculturists should have the duty
diminished. To take the duty off these fertilisers is the first
step towards the relief of the farmer, and it will be
the first step towards securing a better system of agricul-
tare, and encouraging a better system of farming than has
hitherto prevailed. And if we have those natural ferti-
lisers in this country, and if they can be produced as cheaply
as has been said, they do not require the interference of the
Government in order to secure their protection. Capital
will be attracted in that direction, capital will be invested
In working these phosphate mines, and in the preparation
of the material for the use of the farming population of this
country. Men will devote their money to that which will
P2y best if they are let alone ; all the Government has to do
18 1o leave these parties alone, and they will invest their

money wisely, if the hon. gentleman is correoct, it will be a
wise investment, Let them manage their business economi-
oally, but let not the Government impose a burder upon the
farming population in order that the manufacturers may
reap & profit which they could not obtain otherwise on
acoount of extravagant and improvident management.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the dvbate.

Motion agreed to, and debate adjourned.

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House.

Motion agreed to ; and House adjourned at 5:56 p, m,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Turspay, 12th February, 1889.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PrayERS.

FIRST READINGS.

Bill (No. 19) to incorporate the Asginiboia, Edmonton and
Unjiga Railway Company.— (Mr. Dawson.)

Bill (No. 20) toincorporate the Hawkesbury Lumber
Company.—(Mr, Labrosse,)

8ill (No. 21) respeoting the New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Railway Company, and to change the name of the
Company to the New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island
Railway Company.—(Mr. Wood, Westmoreland. )

Bill (No. 22) to incorporate the Assets and Debenture
Company of Canada.—(Mr. Edgar.)

Bill (No, 24) to ineorporate the Dominion Life Assurance
Company .—(Mr. Trow.)

Bill (No. 2b) to amend the Act to incorporate the Boiler
Inspootion and Insurance Company of Canada.—(Mr.
Brown.)

OTTAWA AND MONTREAL BOOM COMPANY.

Mr. GIROUARD moved for leave to introduce Bill (No.
23) to incorporate the Ottawa and Montreal Boom Company.

Buﬁl; MITCHELL. Will the hon. gentleman explain that

Mr. GIROUARD. Certain gentlemen ask for power to
purchase or acquire any wharves, piers, elides, dams,
booms, or other improvements in the River Ottawa, from
the Chaundiére Falls to the north-western end of the Island
of Montreal, and to construct any dam, slide, wharf, pier or
other work necessary to facilitate the transmission and
towing of rafts, timber, railway ties,cedars and sawlogs, down
the Ottawa River, and to blast rocks, dredge, or remove,
shoals or other impediments, or otherwise improve the
navigation of the said river, upon payment of compenaation
to any individual injured thereby.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

Mr. RYKERT moved :

That the Public Accounts for the flscal year ending 30th June, 1888,
the report of the Auditor General on Appropriation Accounts for the
same year, the statement of the Governor General’s warrants issned
and expenditure made on the same since last Bession of Parliament
and a statement of the expenditure on account of miscellaneons an
unforeseen expenses from lst July, 1888, to 3lst Janunary, 1889, be re-
ferred to the Select Standing Committee on Public Accounts.

Motion agreed to,
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SUPPLY.

Mr. FOSTER moved that the House resolve itself into
Committee of Supply.

Mr, MILLS (Bothwell). I donot think that the hon.
gentleman can make that motion. When the hon. gentle-
man read the Message from His Excellency the Governor
General on the Estimates the other day, he did not give any
notice that he would move the House into Committee, or
that these Estimates should be referred to the Committee of
Supply. Without such motion it is quite impossible for the
hon. gentleman to now move that the House go into Com-
nittee of Supply. The hon. gentleman will see, on looking
at Hansard, that no such motion was made,

Mr, FOSTER. 1 think I made that motion. I remember
that it was agreed upon by the hon. member for Soutbh
Oxford (Sir Richard Cartwright), that there would be no
objection to our going into Supply to-day.

Mr, MILLS (Bothwell). There would be no objection if
the hon. gentleman had made the necessary motion, but he
did not. I was giving special attention to the hon. gentle-
men’s statement at the time, and I heard no such motion
made,

Mr. LAURIER. This question involves a point of pro-
cedure which should be at once settled. It must be ad-
mitted, as a matter of fact, that no such motion was made
at the time, though it is entered in the Votes and Proceed-
ings as having been made. I understand that the Clerk of
the House entered the motion as having been made as a
matter of course, taking it for granted that it was made. I
do not know how far the Clerk will be justified, thongh I do
not wish st all to censure him, in entering such motion.
As a matter of fact it was not made,

Mr, MILLS (Bothwell). The rule is laid down in Mr.
Bourinot’s work as follows : —

i The answer to the Speech having been agreed to, a Minister of the
Orown—always the Minister of Finance when he is present—will propose
the two following resolutions in accordance with the Order of 1874 :
¢That the House will in future appoint the Gommittees of Supply and of
Ways and Means at the commencement of every Session.’

1. “That this House will on ......... next resolve itself into a Com-
mittee to consider of the supply to be granted to Her Majesty ;

2. “ That this House will on ......... next resolve itself into a Com-
mittee to consider of the ways and means for raising the supply to be
granted to Her Majesty.

‘¢ Before the House goes actually into Committee of Sup)Ply, the
Finance Minister will bring down the Estimates by Measage from the
Governor General, and when the Message has been read in English and
French by Mr. Speaker, or by a clerk at the Table, the Minister will
move ‘that the said Message, together with the Estimates accompanying
the same, be referred to the Oommittee of Supply.’ ¥

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I find by the records of
this House that, on Friday last,

¢ On motion of Mr. Foster, the said Message and Estimates were
referred to the Committee of Supply.”’
This appears in the Votes and Proceedings, and, if any
objection is taken, it should be taken the next day. The
Votes and Proceedings are furnished to every member for
the purpose of enabling him to make objections if he de-
sires, and, if no objection is taken, the Votes and Proceed-
ings of the preceding day are taken as being read and ap-
proved of. That is the usual practice, and it seems to me
necessary to ask what object the hon. gentleman has in
interrupting the proceedings in the manner he is doing.
The hon. gentleman knows that the Clerk of the House, for
the convenience of the House, prepares a series of motions
which are intended to put the House in working order. I
oannot recollect, myself, whether this particular motion
was made or not, but 1 find here on the records that it was
made, and 1 think the House will accept the report laid
before it and not objected to at the time on the ground of
inacouracy. '

Mr. LAURIER. T am sure my hon. friend (Mr. Mills)
has no object in this matter other than to see tbat the law
is perfectly observed, and for that, of course he must have
an authority greater even than that of the Prime Minister
himself. But the Clerk informs me that he has followed
the practice who has been adopted for five years past; that
the motion has never been made, but that it has been taken
for granted that it has been made. That is a sign that the
Government has been falling into very loose habits, and, if
we have referred to this matter, it is not to interrupt the
business, but to see that the law is properly carried out for
all parties, including even the Government.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I am glad to learn that
the Opgosition have been able to find one fault on the part
of the Government, and I am sure the House will agree that
it is a very small fault, if it be a fault at all. It was
understood, however, that this was according to the ordinary
ru_l;, and that we would go on with the Committee of Supply
to-day.

Mr. LAURIER. We are quite willing to go on to-day;
but I would call the attention of the Minister of Finance to
this point before we go into Committee of Supply. As we
are following the English practice in this matter of going
into Committee of Supply before the Budget Speech is
delivered, we should also follow the English practice and go
into such items only which are matters of administration,
and leave all those items which entail principles or
policy until after the Budget Speech has been delivered.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Any very important item
which does not immediately affect the administration of
affairs will stand over, not of necessity, but as s matter of
convenience, and because it is expedient that it should be
80,

Mr. LAURIER. I am sure the hon. gentleman will ad-
mit that it would be very inconvenient, before the Budget
Speech is delivered, to go into matters involving general
policy.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. Yes, that is quite true.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). My point of order was that the
Rules of the House required this motion to be made first,

Mr, SPEAKER. Do I understand that the point of order
is withdrawn ?

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). No.

Mr, SPREAKER. If the hon. gentleman wants a deci-
sion, it places me in a very awkward position. I must
take as correct the proces verbal which is laid before the
House. It was laid before the House as early as yesterday,
and the attention of the Speaker or of the House not having
been called to this irregularity, I must take it that the
proces verbal is correct, It is now alleged that the motion
was not proposed or put, although entered by the clerk pro
formd, as it has been done for four or five years past. I
do not think it advisable to stop the proceedings of the
House on this alleged irregularity. In the meantime I
hope that this incident will be taken notice of, and that in
fature members will be more careful in following the strict
rales laid down in the Rules and Orders of the House.

Motion agreed to, and House resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Sapply:

(In the Committee.)
Obarges of Management....:.cesss woset casonse roeees $184,283 18

Mr. LAURIER. In the absence of the hon. member
for Sonuth Oxford (Sir Richard Cartwright), I would ask
the Minister of Finance to allow this item to stand:
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Governor General’s Secretary’s Office. e sese cossss vonee. $9,950

Mr, FOSTER. With reference to this item, there is
nothing but four statutory increases of $50 each, making a
total increase of $200,

Mr. LAURIER. Is there any change in the staff of the
office? _
Mr. FOSTER. There is no change in the staff,

Privy Oouncil Office...cccn seeissens rasee vesoss sesniee e $26,492 50

Mr. FOSTER. There is a decrease in this to the amount
of $100. There are eleven statutory increases at $50,
making $5560; one statutory increase at $30 ; and & promo-
tion provided for, making an increase of $300, or, in all,
$880 in increases. The decreases are shown in the
difference between Mr, McBride's salary and the vote of
last year, making a difference of $180, and the transfer of
one messenger, making the total decreases $380, or a net
decrease of $100,

Mr. LAURIER. I suppose that is the effect of the
change in the management of the finances of the country.

Mr, FOSTER. We will take it so.

Department of Justicew.sens « cees sovaeses seaces sanse $20,707 50

Mr. FOSTER. In this item there is an increase of
$652.50—three statutory increases at $50, $150; one at
$37.50, a broken term ; one at $15, broken term; a promo-
tion from first class to chief, that of Mr. Fraser, from $1,650
to $1,850; and one from the third to second class, Mr.
Blakader, $1,700, making in all the sum I stated. In the
Penitentiaries Branch there is one statutory increase of $50.

Mr. McMULLEN, I would like some information in
regard to the expenses under this item in connection with
the suit with the St. Catharines Milling and Lumbering Co.
I notice that a considerable amount has been spent upon
that suit, and I would like to have some information on that
point,

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. The hon. gentleman has moved
for a return on that subject. It is nearly prepared, and I
suppose it will be down to-morrow. It has nothing what-
ever to do with the business of the department. It is
outside litigation, not conducted by the department, and is
Placed in the hands of counsel,

Mr. LAURIER. I cannot help remarking that we are
getting to be a very litigious country. We are here eharged
with something over $80,000 in legal fees and expenses. In
the Province of Quebec we are called a litigatious people
because we are descendants of the Normans.  We have the
reputation in the Old Country of being fond of litigation;
and, to my personal knowledge, I am satitfied we have not
gone back upon the tradition of our ancestors. ButIam
afraid that spirit is becoming contagious, and is extending
to other parts of the Dominion, because 0,000 in one year
for fees and legal expenses is certainly an enormous amount,
1 suppose the largest part of the money went into the
pockets of the lawyers, and, therefore, being one, I can-
not complain ; but perhaps the ratepayers of this country
will find that it wonld be advantageous to the country if
somehow or other these expenses were curtaiied.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. No doubt there has been a
good deal of litigation within the last few years in the con-
duct of the Government, arising mainly from the expro-
priations necessary for public works, and defending claims
arising therefrom. The whole amount, however, has been
saved geven times over by the defence of the single suit that
has been mentioned, that of the St. Catharines Milling and
Lumbering Co.

Mr. MITCHELL, I would like to make one remark in
relation to these legal expenses which the country has had
K4

to pay. There1s a litigatious spirit growing up in the Depart-
ment of Justice. In the good old days of Colonel Bernard
we never had any appeals taken out of the highest oourts of
Canada und decided adversely to the Government. But in
the presort days I find the Government are not satisfied
with judgments given by the highest court in Canada; and
if the newepapers are to be believed, they do tell the trath
sometimes,

Mr. LAURIER. The Herald, especially,

Mr. MITCEELL. Yes, it tells more truth than some
people like. But what I would observe is this : that there is a
tendency to appeal almost everything after the courts have
decided against the Administratiun of the day. Now, it strikes
me that the people’s money should not be used to tost the
people’srights after ithe highest court in the land has decided
that the individual should get his money. I simply call
attention now to the growing tendency. It grew under the
deputy-headship of Mr, Lash; it had been growing under
the deputy-headship of M. Burbidge; and [ am very much
afraid it is not going to fall off in its character for litigation
under the present deputy-heai. They are all clever men ;
I do not Eretend to speak in the slighest manner disrespect~
fully of them, but it seems that a policy of litigation is per-
vading the department which I thirk 18 unfair to the people
of the country. I think an individual bringing & case
against the Government, or if the Government brings an
action, and parties have been put to a great expense—as
in a case that I could name, if necessary—and to a great
deal of delay, I think, whon the highest courts in the
country, like the Supreme Court, has decided in favor of
the people, that it is a gross injustice to the people—
except in case of fraud—for the Government to resist,
I think the individual should get his money without
any further litigation, because, when itis carzied to the
Privy Council, when the country is put to an enormous
expenso, the Government is found to be fighting the people
with the very money of the people themselves. Now, there
is another feature about this. f do not know whether any
hon. gentleman referred, while 1 was out, to the S8t.
Catharines M.l.ing and Lumbering Co, It appears to me there
is a case that the Goverument ought not to have taken up,
of which they ought not to piy the expenses, and that in a
case like that we should let the litigants fight it out thom-

gelves.

Sir JOHN THOMPS3ON, Asregards the past year, I may
explain that only one case has been taken to appeal by the
Government from the decision of the Snpreme Court of
Canada—that is the case which the hon. gentloman men-
tioned—and the appeal has resulted in establishing the
right of Canada to be recouped a sum of money at least
seven times as large as the cost of the whole litigation of

the year.

Mr. MITCHELL. 1 have no hesitation in telling the
hon. gentleman that the case to which I referred was one
that I saw mentioned the other day in the papers, a case in
which a claim has been made against the Government for
years past. The hon. gentleman will have it in his mind’s
eye; 1 do not care to name it here—although I can name
it, if required—but in that case [ know, for a certain fact
—it was a case arising out of the Intercolonial Railway
affairs—Mr, Frank Shanly was appointed arbitrator, and he
decided against the Government. The Government refused
to pay it, as they refused to pay & great many other cases,
under similar circumstances. Then the person, after some
years, got a fiat, and within the last two or three months,
the Supreme Court of Canada—Mr. Justice Fournier, I
believe, was the jadge—decided against the Government,
and gave the litigant a verdict of $120,000. Now the
papers say that that case also is going to be appealed. I
do not know that it is different from any other case, but
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unless there issome grave injustice in if, I do think that,
a8 a matter of principle, the money of the people onght not
to be used to litigate individual claims that are made
against the Government when the courts of the country
have decided against the Administration.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. The case to which the hon,
gontleman has referred, if I am right ir understanding his
reference, has not yet been decided by the Supreme
Court of Canada, It came before one judge sitting as an
Exchequer Judge; there has been an appeal from him
to the Sugreme Court itself. The appeal has been taken
not only because the amount involved was a very large
one, but because it depended entirely upon the construction
of a stalute; it was a question of law, and it involves not
merely the sum in litigation in that suit, but millions
besides. In a matter like that I thivk I am bound to advise
the Government, as I would a private suitor, to appeal, if the
Government has a fair prospect of success and large amounts
depend upon the litigation. We have decided to test the
question in the highest court in the country, before submit-
ting to the decision,

Mr. MITCHELL. I take exception to the illustration
that the hon, gentleman has given, He says that he would
feel bound to advise the Government in the same way that
he would advise & private suitor., Now, there is a distinction
between the two. In a matter in which the Government
is involved the Government are fighting individuals with
the people’s money which they contribute in tazes; but in
the case of a private suitor he can take any course he likes,
a8 he has to 1isk his own money, ard that is the distinction.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON, We use the money of the
people simply to defend the people’s rights,

Mr. LAURIER. I donotfully comprehend the answer to
the objectisn raised by my Lou. t:iend from Northumberland
(Mr. Mitcheli). It is understood that any party who has a
case against the Goverrment is placed at a great disadvan-
tage. In the first place, Le hasto obtain the consent of the
Government to the appeal be.ng taken. In the next place,
when the case is adjudicated upon by the first tribunsl, it is
very often t:ken by the Government to the Supreme Court.
The hon. gentleman said that only one appeal was taken to
the Supreme Court. That may be true, but I believe there
have been several appeals taken, not only last year but in
several years previously, from the Exchequer Court to the
Supreme Court, In nine cases out of ten, almost invariably,
the Government have not been successful, and the awards
granted by the Exchequer Court have been maintained, It
seems to me that when a suitor bas the misfortune to be
compelled to go to law with the Government, when he has
had to undergo the ordeal of obtaining from the Govern-
ment the right to proceed, and when the court of first in-
stance has decided in his favor, unless there is a clear and
manifest error,no appeal should be taken; infact, if there is
only an error which can be waived, pro and con, as to whether
the decision should be maintained or reversed, there shonld
not be an appeal from the decision of the court, aud if the
decision is in favor of the litigant it should be acquiesced
in by the Government,

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. There is no ordeal nndergone
by any citizen in obtaining a petition of right. He has simply
to file his petition, stating the cause of action, and, if he is en-
titled to a fiat, according to principles perfectly well recog-
nised and established in all parts of the Empire, be gets his fiat
asa debt of justice from the Crown to him; it has never been
refused, and there has never been any difficulty in getting
it undess it has been in consequence of some previous litiga-
tion in which the party’s right has already been exhausted.
As regards appeals from the Excbequer Judge, the hon.
gentleman is entirely misinformed, if he is informed that

Mr, MiToHELL.

almost invariably the decisions of the Exchequer Judge have
been affirmed on appeal ;—more especially during last year,
in regard to which I suppose this discussion is taking place.
In a number of the cases the appeals have been successful,
and I say it without any disrespect whatever to the gentle-
man now exercising the functions of Exchequer Judge, or
to any one who exercised them in times past. Errorisa
thing of which any human being may be capable, no matter
how high his skill or how eminent his attainments in his
profession. As regards what the hon. gentleman said with
respect to cases nicely balanced, and where the decision
may be one way or the other, I may say that in such cases
we generally advise against appeal; but to limit appeals
solely to cases of manifest error would be impossible, be-
cause it would be presumptuous in us to say that a manifest
error existed after trial by & tribunal such as the Exehequer
Court, and judgment there given. We exercise in that
regard precisely the same judgment that a private counsel
would do in considering the interests of his suitor.

Mr. MITCHELL, That is where you do wrong, I think.

Mr. LAURIER. I am glad to learn that no ordeal bas
now to be passed through by a suitor in seeking his fiat.
It was not so in former times, for, to my personal knowledge,
a party would be kept waiting six or seven months in
order to get it. I am glad to hear that such is not the ca:e
now,

Mr McoMULLEN, This item of law costs is annually
increasing. I have been watching it ever since I took my
seat in the House, and it is quite evident that the lawyers
are exercising too much influence on the Miuister of Justice,
and that, whenever there is a little matter of litigation to
be attended to in the interests of the country, the lawyers
of that particular section exercise influence in order to get
a job and then charge an enormous fee. It is time a atop
was put to this state of things. It is not in the interest of
the country that every law firm should look upon itself as a
barnacle on the State, prepared to suck what advantage it
can out of the people and draw upon the resources of the
country from time to time for payment for legal services.
In looking over the list of legal oxpenses I notico that there
are sixteen law firms which drew last year $38,488, or equal
to $3,6u6 each. I cannot believe that litigation to such an
extent is necessary in the interest of the country, or that
the Minister of Justice is s0 overcrowded with his duties as
to make it necessary to employ sixteen law firms at a cost
of nearly $60,000 a year. Last year the situation was not
quite 50 bad ; the year before it was not so bad as last year;
this year is the worst yet. Then I rotice that there were .
employed 179 other law firms, ihroughout the country, to
do petty work, for which they drew sums from 82,000 down.
Altogether, the country paid $32,000 for law expenses. If
the M:nister of Justice and the Government were disposed
to consider the interests of the people, they wonld be satisfied
that we have reached a time in our history when it devolves
upon us to cut these items down seriously. 1 hope we will
not have any more such cases as that of the St. Catharir.es
Milling Co., or any more such quarrels to fight. We are
tired of that kind of thing. It has been hanging on our
hands for three or four years, and a very large sum has
been paid under that head. Iam glad to know we have
reached the last court; it there wasanother court of appeal
open it would, no doubt, be taken there, but we have reached
the summit and can go no farther. Let us hope this item
will now be dropped from our annual report. I earnestly
hope, too, the Government will quit the present system. 1t
is absurd to have sixteen law firms drawing nearly $60,000
and 179 other small firms drawing the balance of the $83,-
000. I am not a lawyer, but I begin to think that the law-
yers on the other side of the House are exercising alto-
gether too much influence on the Government,
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" Mr. MITCHELL. They are infant industries.

Mr. McMULLEN. If they are infant industries, they
are growing up very rapidly, and last year assumed vast
proportions.

Mr. MITCHELL. They are young lawyers.

Mr. McMULLEN. No doubt; we are paying very
highly for brains employed, perhaps far more than would
be paid under ordinary circumstances. But, joking aside,
this has become a very serious matter, and it is the daty of
every hon. member tc set his face against the influence
exercised by lawyers on the Government to obtain suits,
and I hope, if hon. members on this side of the House get
into power, they will put a stop to the practice.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I do not exactly agree with the
sentiment expressed by the hon. member for glorthumber]and
(Mr. Mitchell), who censured the Deputy Minister of Justice
for these very large and increasing expenses. My opinion is
that the responsibility rests elsewhere, The Minister of
Justice has referred to the justification for the suit against
the Province of Ontario, incidentally raised in the St.
Catharines Milling Co.'s case, and the hon. gentleman said
they were amply justified in the appeal because they are
entitled to be recouped by the Province for the moneys
expended in connection with the treaties made within the
limits of the Province of Ontario. The hon. gentleman
made one important admission when he gave utterance to
that statement, namely, that the Province of Ontario, as
representied Ly its Government, always expressed willing-
ness to pay that sum. In everyinstance when the question
was before the courts, the Province of Ontario informed hon,
gentlemen opposite, or their counsel, that they were not dis-
posed todispute theright of the Dominion to compensation for
the moneys expended in extinguishment of the Indian title.
But that is not the question, The hon, gentleman who
leads the Government, the Prime Minister of Canada, is the
gentleman who is primarily responsible for all the expenses
which arise in connection with that case, The hon, gentle-
man, in 1882, I think it was, informed the people of York,
and informed the people of the city of Toronto, that there
was not one pound of mineral, there was not a stick of tim-
ber, there was not a Jump of earth north of the watershed
that did not belong to the Dominion of Carada, and that it
was not the property of Ontario. If the bon. gentleman
had always entertained that view there might have been
some justification for the position taken by him; but, Sir, at
the time that British Columbia was admitted into this
Union, the question as to the right of property in the soil.
whether it was in the Crown or whether it was in the
Indian’s in occupation, was raised, and the hon, the First
Minister, who was then responsible for the negotiations with
British Columbia, recognised the right of the Province of
British Columbia to the soil. He recognised the fact that the
property in the soil was in the Crown and not in the Indian oc-
cupants, and he dealt with the Province of British Columbia
upon that assumption. Now, the hon, gentleman sold the
right to cut timber over a very large ares, and for a very
small sum of money, to the St. Catharines Milling and
Lumbering Co. The Province of Ontario enjoined the
Milling Co. from cutting this timber, and the com-
pany, rightfully I think, under these circumstances, called
upon this Government to defend the title which they had
given. The Government did defend the title, and they did
not only defend that title before the Chancellor of the
Province of Ontario, but before the Court of Appeals there,
before the Supreme Court, and before the Judicial Commit-
lee of the Privy Counecil in England. In every instance
jndgment was given against this Government. I suppose
that the Minister of Justice looked into this matter and that
he formed an opinion upon the subject. I dare “ﬁ he
knew what the Indian title was in the Provinoe of Nova

Bootia, and he knew that the Indian title would be in every
Province of precisely the same character, We all recognise
the Minister of Justice as an able lawyer, and as one who
is thoroughly conversant with the law of the country and
the principles of jurisprudence, and as one not likely to
make & mistake in forming an opinion. I am inclined to
think that if the Minister of Justice would deal frankly
with us in the committee here, and tell us the conclusions
at which he arrived, that we would discover that the
Minister of Justice himself was mnot individually
responsible for those appeals, but that he was
overborne and governed in the matter by his ohicf,
the First Minister, who insisted upon the Province of On-
tario being fought in every court before which it was
possible to put this olaim in isste. But, Sir, the hon.
gentleman has referred to a case in which he says they
have been recouped, or will be recouped in cousequence of
the judgment that was given by the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council. The hon. gentleman will see that there
are a number of other items in connection with these legal
expenses which it is importaut that we should have ex-
plained. For instance, here we find Mr. Ferguson, during
the past year, receiving upwardsof $3,000, I am not aware
that there were any important matters in litigation which
Mr. Ferguson was called upon to conduct on behalf of the
department. Was Mr. Ferguson engaged in doing work
that properly falls upon the Liaw Clerk and upon the clerks
of the department or the Deputy Minister of Justice ? The
hon. gentleman can tell us what Mr, Ferguson has done for
this sum of money. Then, again, we find that D. O’Connor
has received nearly $19,000 for law expenses, What im-
portant services has Mr. D. O’Connor, or his firm, rendered
to the Government and to the EQOKIO of this country for
this large sum of money which he has received? I think,
Sir, in looking over these legal expenses, we will find that
there are many large items that require explanation. As
regards the item for the case of the St. Catharines Milling
and Lumbering Co., we understand that, The question
has been before the House and the country, and it has
been discussed in the newspapers, but that large sum
of money which has been paid Mr. O’Connor
has not yet been explained. The large sum of money
paid Mr, Ferguson has not been explained ; and the very
large sum of money that was paid to the partner of the
hon. the Minister of Marine aud Fisheries has not been
explained. We find that Mr. Wallace Graham has received,
during the past year, $7,360 odd. I think, looking at the
relation which that hon, gentleman stands to the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, that we are entitlel to a very full
explanation for this expenditure. We are entitled to know
what important services he has readered the country for
those moneys. Is this expenditure in connection with that
unfortunate American vessel that was tied up so long for
violation of our fishery regulations and which was not
judicially dealt with, I think, up to the time that we parted
here last Session. The hon, gentleman, the Minister of Jus-
tice, will be able to tell us about this matter, and what the
hon, gentleman cannot say upon the subject I am sure the
Minister of Finance can. Really, when we look, Mr, Chair-
man, at these legal expenses one will see how gigantic the
character of the Department of Justice has become, Why
ought not a number of those gentlemen be taken into the
Department of Justice. If the Depariment of Justice were
really discharging the duty that pertains to it in the same
way a8 every other department of the Government does,
instead of letting out by contract those professional duties,
what would be the character of that department? The
hon. the Minister of Justice knows that he cannot defend
his department on the floor of this House, even though it
be constituted as it is through the agency of the Franchise
and the Gerrymander Aocts, Isay that the committee

is entitled to full explanation from the Minister of
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Justice with reference to each of those large items
that are found in the report of the Auditor General.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I am sure that the hon. member
for Bothwell (Mr. Mills) does not expect me to follow him
in the attack which he has made, from a political point of
view, or to answer his criticisms in this respect, e does
not expect that I shonld quite agree with him in the
observations of that character which he has made, and I
shall only attempt to answer him in so far as the business
of the vote is concerned, and in regard to the observations
he has made in reference to the expenses, The hon.
gontleman has again alluded to the case of the St.
Catharines Lumber and Milling Co. for the purpose of
telling the House that the Government had not the justifi-
cation for appealing to the Privy Courcil which I thought
it had, because the Ontario Government had signified its
willingness to refund the amounts which the decision of the
Privy Couucil decided the dovernment of Canada were to
have. I canonly say to tho hon. gentleman, without dispa-
ragement to the sources of his information, that there is no
such information in the possession of the Government or of
any of its members, I have heard to-day for the first time,
the statement that the Ontario Government was ever will-
ing to repay the Government of Canada a dollar of the
money paid in relation to the expenditure to which he
referred. The hon. gentleman has desired that I should
state frankly whether I hsd formed an opinion as to
the probable result.of this litigation, and state to the
House what that opinion was, He has been good enough
to intimate that I might be gnided by my knowledge of
the Indian title in Nova Scotia—my own Province. I did
not require any such source of information as that to
indace me to make up my mind that an appeal to the Privy
Council was an expedient course, because I found that two
of the most eminent judges on the bench of the Saupreme
Court decided that question, as far as they were able
to decide it, in favor of the view put forward on behalf of
the Federal Government. This was decided by two
judges, more eminent than whom do not exist in this coun-
try, and who come from the Province of Ontario themselves.
The hon. gentleman will, I am sure, acquit me of any wart
of candor as to expressing an opinion formed on the state of
the Indian title in Nova Scotia, which never existed, when 1
had such eminent authority as to what the law of Ontario
war, and it was the law of Ontario that was under considera.
tion. I submit to the hon, gentleman, that while I am per-
fectly willing to give him at all times, as regards any matter
in my department, the fullest information in my power, it
would be unreasonable for him, in the discuseion of the vote
for Civil Government to ask me to go into an explanation of
the thousands of items which appear in connection with the
litigation of the various departmentsof the Government and
which are very incidentally only under my control. The
hon. member for Wellington (Mr. McMullen), the other
day, in relation to the account of Mr. O’Conner, moved for
a return, and with perfect propriety he stated afterwards
that it was inexpedient to press the motion because he
would have an opportunity in the Publio Accounts Com-
mittee to make a fuller investigation than he would get by
a return. For this reason I laid aside the preparation of any
memorandum upon that subject, Let me tell the hon. gentle-
man, and the hon. member for Wellington (Mr. McMullen)
aleo, what the practice is as regards the employment of coun-
sel, for they both seem to think that counsel are em-
ployed under pressure from themselves, either as professional
men or political friends. Such is not the case. I have no com-
munication whatever from professional men as to an
litigation which is likely to take place on bebhalf of
the Government. The information that litigation is
desirable, or that defence is desirable, comes from the
departments immediately concerned, and all that devolves

Mr, MiLLs (Bothwell).

Y | there should be & stop to this thing.

upon me is the task of taking the instructions from
the department as I would from & client, and instructing
our agent in the Province where the litigation takes place,
and entrusting the case to him under such supervision as
is possible at headquarters. I do not remember the items of
Mr, Ferguson’s account. I do not remember the services
which he rendered, excepting services in connection with a
protracted arbitration which took place for the purpose of
settling the amount which should be paid for the expropria-
tion of several pieces of property for the Experimental
Farm. If the hon. gentleman desires to know the other
items, they will be 1aid before him as soon as possible,

Mr. MoMULLEN, While there may, perhaps, be some
reasonable ground for employing porsons to attend to liti.
gation at a distance from Ottawa, I cannot see how the
Minister of Justive can justity the expenditure of such a
large amount of money as has been expended in Ottawa
itself. If the hon, Minister, with the aid of his deputy-head
and other officers in the department, attended to these
duties in Ottawa, and relieved the country of the enormous
expenses that have been incurred during the last year, we
might reasonably expect that some little expenses would be
incurred at distant points where the hon, Minister or his
assistants could not conveniently attend. Bat we find that
here, in the city of Ottawa, right under the nose of the
Minister, the firm of O’Connor & Hogg drew $18,800 for
legal expenses—$60 & day. Why, Mr. Chairman, the
Minister of Justice himself does not draw §50 a day for the
eminent servicos he renders to the country. If it is neces-
sary for the Minister of Justice to increase his staff, the
country woulid certainly save money by employing a lawyer
with as much legal ability as Mr. O’Connor for less than
$60 a day. We have not only paid Mr. O'Connor that
amount, but other firms in the vity of Ottawa-—Mr. Ferguson,
Pinhey & Christie, and several others—have been employ-
ed and paid large amounts. If the Minister of Justice finds
that the duties devolving upon his departmant in the city
of Ottawa are so larpge that he or any of his assistants cannot
attend to them, let him increase his staff, and save the country
a great deal of this money. With regard to the suit of the St.
Catharines Milling and Lumbering Co., very large fees have
been paid out in connection with that suit. The objectionable
featare of it is not altogether that it was defended by the
Dominion, and that large law fees have been paid out to
lawyers outside of the Dopartment of Justico, but the fict,
which I think will not be denied, that an hon. gentleman
who occupies a distingnished position on the other side of
this House has been drawing, no doubt through his firm,
large fees in connection with this snit. The hon. member
for Simcoe (Mr. McCarthy) may be, I have no doubt he ir,
a very eminent lawyer, but I say it i3 decidedly objection-
able that a msn occupying that position should be allowed
to use the influence which it affords him to draw from this
Dominion enormous fees for litigation services. 1 think it
should not be permitted ; I think the people of this country
are not prepared to endorse a course of this kind, I hope
the discussion which has taken place at this time will have
& beneficial effect. If the Minister of Justice feels that the
daties devolving upon his department in the city of Ottawa
are 80 enormous that he has to parcel the work out among
the legal firms of this city, he will have any number of law
firms in this city. When the Conservative friends of hon.
gentlemen opposite see these accounts in the Auditor Gen-
eral’s Report, they will say that Ottawa is a good place to
come to and open a law office in ; the hon. gentleman will
have them hanging around the department like leeches,
and the fees will continue to increase year by year, I think
I think the Minister
of Justice, if left to himself, would stop it, but I think the
influences exercised to get the work for these law firms are
perhaps too much for him. Baut this course will cause con-
siderable trouble in the future if it is persisted in,
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Mr. CASEY. The explanations of the hon. Minister of
Justice, I think, will prove rather astonishing to the larger
portion of the public; I mean his explanations as to his
duties 88 Minister of Justice. It has been generally undor-
stood that he stood in the position of legal adviser to every
department in the Government, and to the Government as
a whole in regard to all legal action they might take, and
that he had supreme control of the management of all liti-
gation directly conducted on behalf of the Government.
Now, his statement is differeat from that. He says that in
regard to official litigation, he is not in direct communication
with the lawyers employed to conduct the suits; that he is
merely advised by this or that department that certain
litigation is necessary on its behalf, and he takes instrue-
tions from that department as he would from any private
client, and in turn instructs the provincial agents.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. It is entirely different in
every particular.

Mr. CASEY., My hon, friend hazards the statement that
his explspation is entirely different in every particalar as
I have given it, from the one he has already made. I will
leave that question to be decided by reference to Hansard
tc-morrow, and I think it will be found that what I have said
expresses, though perhaps in different words, exactly the
bon, gentleman’s statement. I remember perfectly, the hon.
gentleman said he was advised by the department whether
Litigation was required or not, and that he in turn advised
the provincial agents as to the conduct of the suit,and that
he had no personal communioation with the lawyers who
actually condncted the case. I am positive that that is the
statement conveyed by the hon. gentleman’s remarks,
Everyone has hitherto supposed that when litigation was
proposed to any department, that department must first
consult the Minister of Justice as to whether it was judicious
and proper to take action, as to whether it wounld pay to
go into litigation or not; and everyone supposed that the
hon. Minister would go over the case with the head of the
department in question and come to a decision. That is
what was always supposed to be his daty. Now, if the
hon. gentleman’s interpretation of his duties as Minister of
Justice be applied to other Ministers, let us see how it
would work., If the Minister of Public Works was to say :
I merely act as the mouth-piece of other departments, and
when any department says they want something done I give
instractions to have an item put in the Estimates for that
work, without consulting whether we can afford it or not;
if the Minister of Finance said he merely responded to the
calls of the other departments without considering the pros
and cons of each proposal, such a system would soon lead
to a state of chaos. We certainly must think it very
strange that the Minister of Justice should assert
he is merely a solicitor to instrmct some lawyer
who actually conducts the case. Our understanding

of his duties and rights is different, and the hon.|(

gentleman will be held responsible for any litigation
unw:sely entered into, for any costs unnecessarily incurred,
and for any distribution of patronage in connection with
litigation that seems to us to be contrary to public interest
or contrary to the Act concerning the Independence of
Parliament. My hon. friend beside me (Mr. McMullen) has
already called attention to the peculiar position of the hon,
member for North Simcoe (Mr. McCarthy), who is at the

same time 8 member of this Liouse supporting the Govern-
ment, and a lawyer employed under the directions of the
Minister of Justice—or rather not employed under the |
direction of the Minister of Justice, but employed by a'

company whose legal expenses in this matter are borne by
the Government,
lawyer—I am not speaking of him now as the member of
Parliament—to dictate what steps

It is in the hands of Mr. McCarthy, the
shall be taken aund

The Dominion Government is obliged to pay whatever
costs Mr, McCarthy the lawyer incurs, to Mr. McCarthy
the member of Parliament and his firm. This places
thgt hon. gentleman in a peculiar position. I do not
mean to insinuate anything against his character, but I
say his position as & member of this House would be
improved if he were not connected with Government
patronage, if he had not s double who is 8 member of a law
firm which is paid so heavily by the Government. The
firm of Mr. McCarthy the [awyer does not appear in this list,
but the entries are made again-t the St. Catharines Millin
and Lumbering Co., under the head of legal expenses an
taxed costs. I do not see the object, except to leave out
the name of the hon, gentleman, because no legal expenses
can bo paid to a company which is not composed of lawyers ;
and it would be better to enter the name of the lawyer who
conducted tbe case for them as the recipient of Lhose legal
expenses, Another gentlemsn’s name appears here, Mr.,
Graham, of Halifax, who is also so nearly oonnected with
an hon. member of this House, being the law partner of the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, that we can hardly sup-
pose that political considerations were not taken into account
in appointing him as Government lawyer in these cases. All
these matters of patronage justly come up for considersation
under this head. I quite agree with the hon. the Minister
that he could not be fairly called upon to give all the details
of the legal expenditure under the head of the present dis-
cussion, but his exercise of patronage in retaining this or that
lawyer or in instituting suits does, I contend, come up under
the head of Civil Government, I think the hon, gentleman’s
explanations have bsen in tho highest degree unsatisfactory
to thy House, and will bo so to the country,

Sir JOEN THOMPSON. The hon, gentleman must have
very much misuaderstood what I said, or I must have been
very unfortunate in expressing mysolf, if I gave him to
understand at all that I was not bound to exercise my
jadgment upon matters of litigation which pass through my
hands.

Mr. CASEY. That is the impression I had.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I did not intend to give the
hon, gentleman to understand that I was only & medium
of communication. I was distinguishing between taking
ins‘ructions from & department as I would from a client,
and taking instructions, as the hon., member for
Woellington (Mr. McMullen) has put it, from professional
men. In taking instructions from the departments, I mean
instruotions with reference to the facts of the cases which
come before us. True, in every matter that passes
through my department I am bound to exercise judgment,
and give the other department advice as t» the propriety
of litigation before giving instructions. As regards the

bservations made with reference to Mr, O’'Connor’s account,
as | said before, [ think the hon. member for Wellington
Mr. McMallen) will have more light on that subjsct when
he has the account in detail, and I wounld have been happy
to give it to him if he had not dispensed with its production.
Bat he will find it includes services in other places besides
Ottawa, and, besides very considerable amouats for'disburse-
ments which Mr. O’Connor had incarred, and his reward
for professional services is nothing like the sum the hon. gen-
tleman has mentioned, The hon. gentleman is mistaken
also as to the number of firms employed. IHo has been
misled in that particular by taking it for granted that all the
names of firms which appear in the Aaditor General’s Re-
port are firms employed by the Department of Justice. In
many cases they are firms employed by private clients
against the Crown. For instance, an expropriation of land
for a public work takes place in a distant part of Canada,
and the Department of Railways and Canals, or whatever
department may be conocerned, is sdvised by its valuators

what costs shall be inourred in connection with the suit. ' on the spot as to the amount which should be tendered as
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compensation for the property. A tender is made and re-
fused. Litigation results, necessarily, either before the
arbitrators as referees or before the Exchequer Court, or
perhaps before the court on appeal; and if the amount is in-
creased to any considerable extent, the costs of both stdes
are paid by the Crown, and such charges appearing in the
Auditor General’s Report, have been mistaken for items
of expenditure by the department in the exercise
of patropage. That accounts for the number of firms
to “which the bon., gentleman bas called attention.
The hon. gentleman is entirely mistaken as to the nature
of the duties which devolve on the department and the
extent of thege duties when he supposes that either the
Minister or the Deputy Minister can undertake to manage
the litigation which takes place even in the city of Ottawa.
To do that would employ the whole time of the Minister
and his deputy, and they would be fortunate if they were
able to accomplish that work, even by expending their whole
time upon it. In any case, that would involve an entire
neglect of the duties required to be performed for Parlia.
ment, of the necessary attendance at Council, and of the
necessary discharge of the duties of the department and
the advice which has to be given to other departments. As
to my conducting litigation, I will submit to be put in the
wrong if any member of the House will investigate the
duties 1 have to perform, and will then say that I have time
to attend to litigation as well; bat I think that I discharge,
and that my deputy discharges, the duties of the depart-
ment by the expenditure of all the time that any two men
can give to them; and tho woik done outside must neces-
sarily be given, as it always has been given, to others, even
when the work of the department was not more than one-
fifth of what it is to-day.

Mr. MoOMULLEN. The explanation which the Minister
has given shows very clearly the way in which the $32,000
has been spent. It is quite clear that the Department of
Justice is not reforred to in regard to all matte:s of litiga-
tion, but that the several departments carry on their own
expenditure in connoction with litigation, and then the
Department of Justice is supposed to account to the House
and the country for the expenditure of this money. I do
not thiuk it is right that the Minister of Justice should be
held directly responsible for all these items, if they are
expended by the different departments, The Minister of
the department should be prepared to offer expianations
as to the grounds on which he felt it necescary to expend
that money. The Minister of Juatice, however, appears to
assume the responsibility, and we ask for the information
from him as the head of the Department of Justice, and we
are entitled to that information. Now, the hon. gentleman
evades the point and does not give us the information asked,
on the ground that he does not superintend the expenditure
of all the items, but that the different heads of departments
expend money for litigation where they find it neceseary,
and then it is all presented to us under the head of the
Department of Justice. With regard to this item in conneo-
tion with D. O’Connor of Ottawa, I cannot but affirm, ae
I have already stated, that, if litigation is to be conducted
from year to year and it is necessary to have
men to discharge the duties of counsel in the interests
of the Dominion, it would be better to extend the
Department of Justice and to secure the best services
that can be possibly had in the Dominion, and to pay the
men 80 employed a respectable salary. We would save
money by the adoption of that course, because I do not
believe there is any other firm in this Dominion, or any
man in the legal profession except the most eminent coun-
gel that we have—and I have never heard that Mr. O'Con-
por was an eminent counsel—who has an income of $19,000
a year in one line and from one clients The Minister says
{ am mistaken as to the number of firms employed by the

Sir JomN THoMP#ON,

Minister of Justice, which I have shown by the Auditor
General’s account. We cannot come to any other concla-
sion than that which I bave stated, from the manner in
which the statement is brought before us. I must still
insist that there should bs a method adopted by which a
very large amount of this money could be eaved. I think,
if the Government would alter the system entirely and have
all the daties that can possibly be performed in Ottawa
discharged by the department hers, even if it is necessary
to increase the staff, it would be very much better. I quite
agree with the Minister of Justice that the dnties devolv-
ing upon him in his position are very onerous and require
all his time, withont his undertaking any duties outside.
At the same time, he has a number of assistants, and if
necessary they could be added to so that the duties required
in the city of Ottawa could bs discharged by himself and
his subs ; and, if any were required outside of Ottawa in
places which his assistants could not reach, the bills should
be subjected to rigid taxation: and that is all we shonld
be asked to pay.

Justice Department, Penitentiaries Branch ... neeee $6,300

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) I shounld like to ack how much
expense was incarred by the Department of Justice for law
costs in reference to the protection of fisheries. I see that
a very large sum was paid to the gentleman who repre-
sents the Minister of Justice in Halifax, and I presume it
must have been largely in connection with the services
which he rendered in regard to the fisheries, becanse the
amount paid to him is disproportionately large as compared
to that which was paid to the representative of the Minister
in New Brunswick,

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I am not prepared to state the
amount at this moment. No doubt there was some expense
in connection with the fisheries in Mr, Graham’s account,
bat that does not amount to a very large sum, because in
the detail he will see that the total amount for legal ex-
peuses in reference to the fi-heries is only $3831. A large
part, no doubt, of Mr. Graham’s account is in reference to
the extension of the railway in Cape Breton,

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I) Does that $3,831 mean all the
legal expenses in connection with the seizires of vessels
during the year?

S8ir JOHN THOMPSON. All payments made, certainly.
There may be others which have not boen paid.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I) There may be a large amount
outstanding, as far as the Minister knows ?

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. Not a large amount. It wonld
be a very inconsiderable amount, but I cannot say at pre-
sent how much,

Mr. DAVIES (P E.L) The Minister cannot say how
much was ivcurred in reference to the detention of the
David J Adams, which was subsequently released ?

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I cannot say how much that
came to.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.1.) Perhaps before
Supply the hon. gentleman will tell me,

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. Yes.

Department of Militis ....ouee eorsenss corencnn s cereas . ovene $42,500

Mr, FOSTER In this there is a net decrease of $100.
The increases are occasioned by nine statutory increases at
$50, two new clerks at $1,0u0, the promotion of two third
olass clerks, and one second class, making in all $2,750.
The decreases are made by a difference between the salary
estimated to be paid for a third class clerk, $150; the
difference in the salary of a second class clerk, $300; and a
gliaeg olerk off, $2,400: making $2,850, or a net decrease of

gett.ingd through
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Mr, MOMULLEN. We desire to present our sincere con-
gratulations to the hon. gentleman for having reached a
turning point in this department. There have been enor-
mous increases in the past, and now we are happy to learn
that the pruning knife has been applied to the extent of
$100.

Mr. WILSON (Elgin). Perhaps the Minister will explain
to us the very large item for travelling expenses which I
gee charged hexe, between $1,100 and $1,600.

Mr. FOSTER. I would suggest that we discuss these
items under their appropriatc heads. We are now dealing
simply with salaries ; we will come afterwards to deal with
contingencies, ard the hon, gentleman will have full oppor-
tunity at that time.

Mr. LAURIER. There is a new appointment I see here.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. The new appointment is that
of Mr. Ardouin, who has been transferred from the Depart-
ment of the Interior to my department. I can tell the
hor. gentleman that the work of the department has in-
creased very largely for the last eight or nine years, and
from the report of the deputy and the heads of the verious
branches, it was considered indispensable to increase the
staff by the appointment of cne extra clerk. However, I
am glad to say that that increase was made without
increasing the iotal for salaries—indeed it was made with a
decrease of $100, in so far as the general estimate is
conocerned,

“Mr. LAURIER. There can be no great fault found when
you increage the staff by diminizhing the expenres. DBat
I am astonished to know, and to know for the first time,
ibat the work of the department has been increasing very
much of late. I hope we are not following in the track of
Germany and Russia, and the continental powers, who are
always adding to their army; I hope we are keeping our
army on & peace footing. I am ustonished thai the work
can have so much increused,

Sir ADOLPHE CARON, I fully concur in the hon. gen-
tleman’s peaceful disposition. I know that, as a rule, he is
not anxious to embroil himself in a foreign war. The in-
crease in the department has not been caused at all, as the
hop. gentleman seems to think, by the peace footing of the
Canadian army having been enlarged ; and if the hon. gen-
tleman had given a liitle of his valuable attention to mat-
ters connected with the Department of Militia, he might
have known that whereas eight years ago there were only
two permanent corps in the whole Dominion of Canada, to-
day we have in the various Provinces: Infantry Schools, &
Cavalry School, a Mounted Infantry Corps, each of which,
quoad the work of the department, take as much time as a full
regiment would do in the regular army. The correspon-
dence, the clothing, looking after the discipline of the corps,
involve & great desl of hard work. The hon. gentlemau
must consider that whereas we had at one time only “A”
and “B” Batteries, numbering about 300 men, we have to-
day 1,180 composing the permanent corps. Now, in various
other ways the work of the department has greatly in-
oreased. A portion of the repairs which were carried out
by the department so ably presided over by my colleague,
the Minister of Public Works, have been transterred to the
Department of Mulitia ; and 1 think, it the hon. gentleman
will look into the matter, he will agree with his friend be-
hind him in congratulating the Minister of Militia in having
been able to carry out those reforms without increasing the
expense.

Mr. LAURIER. AsI understand, the Canadian army at
present numbers 1,150 men.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON, Yes, the permanent corps.

Mr. LAURIER. Well, the peace of Europe will not
be disturbed by that. But I am surprised that it requires

such a large amount of money as is here asked for from
the Canadian taxpayers to maintain an army of 1,150 men
only. It is & warning to us to keep as far e8 we can from
building up a standing ermy, and I hope my bon. friend,
as long as he remains at the head of the department, will
seqthat the army is not increased bayond its present number.

Mr. CASEY. I suppose that the increase of work arises
from the fact that the battery in British Columbia, compnsed,
at one time, of Sergeant Kinsella and one man, has now its
fall complement of men, and therefore the services of an
extra chief clerk is necessary to correspond with the battery,
I would like to ask one question about this chief olerk.
What was his rank in the departmeunt from which he came ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. My hon. friend calls my atten-
tion to the fact that the question put by the hon. gentleman
across the floor was in reference to a chief clerk. I understood
that it was a second class clcrk. I explained by saying
that Mr. Ardouin had been transferred from the Department
of the Interior to my department. The chief clerk who is
now created, is Mr. Sulte, who has been made chief clerk in
lien of Mr. Wright, whom it is contemplated to superan-
noate. Mr. Sulte will take the position which Mr. Wright
now occupies in the military branch of the department.

Mr, MITCHELL. 1 do not quite see thatthe hon gen'le-
man at the head of the Militia Departmert is entitled to
tho credit which he takes to himeelf for increasing the
standing army of this country from 300 men to 1,150. I
do not see the necessity for that. I think we ought not to
encourage the establishment of a standing army—firitis a
standing army. 1 can understand euncoursging voluateer
corps throughout the country, and giving them every aid
and assistance. It is said that my hon. friend does not
give them the aid and assistance which they claim they are
entitled to; 1 know nothing ubout the merits of these
complaints. But I do protest against a standing army in
this country. The hon. gentleman, in eight years, has
increased it from 300 to 1,160, and if he goes on in the
game ratio, increasing it in the future, we shall be in the
position deseribed by the hon leader of the Opposition, in
which to-day we see Germany, Austria, Italy and France
—a world in arms. Does he propose to do the same thing
on this side of the Atlantic?

Mr. CASEY. It is an infant industry as yet.

Mr. MITCBELL. Seriously speaking, I wish to protest
against this inorease of a standing army. Wo do not need
it, We ought to give every encouragement to the volun-
teers, give them every aid and keep up their skeleton organi-
sations, or their practical organisations—whatever you like
to call them-—but 1 protest against the increase of a standing
army in this country; I protest against a standing army
at all.

Mr. CHARLTON. Ishould like to ask the Minister how
many appointments have been made to the Imperial service
from our Military school ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. The Imperial Government give
four commissions to the successful candidates; those who
oblain the highest number of points receive commissions
in the different branches of the lmperial service. If the
hon. gentleman wishes to know the number of those who
have accepted commissions in the Lmperial service, I shall
have to refer to the records of the department to give him
that information, but I can do 8o at any time when the hoo.
gentleman wishes to have it.

Mr. LAURIER, Is the number of commissions allotted
by the Imperial Goveroment only four? Has it been re-
duced from that of former years ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. No,
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Mr. CHARLTON. Have the ap{:ointments heen made
strictly upon the conditions named by the Imperial Govern-
ment, as rewards of merit given to the candidates having
the highest number of marks ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Yes; altogether. The com-
missions are given after the examinations are passed. The
commandant of the Military Coliege makes his recommen-
dation, and the names aresent to the Imperial Government,

Mr. CHARLTON. The hon. gentleman’s statement is not
in accord with the information I have received and with
representations made to me, which are that the appoint.
ments have not been made with regard to merit at all but
with regard to favoritism. I should like the hon. Minister
to submit to this House, for its information, the standing of
the various parties who have been appointed, as compared
with the standing of other parties who have been passed
over. I understand that those who would be entitled by
merit to appointment have not received appointment, and
that the hon. gentleman has recommanded for commissions
those who were barely able to pass their examinations ;
that those who stood at the very bottom of the lists in the
examinations are among those who have reeceived commis-
sions, while those who were entitled to them from the
manner in which they passed their examinations, have not
received them.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I saw the statement. I can tell
the hon. gentleman that those commissions have been given
absolutely according to merit. In no way as Minister
of Militia can 1 interfere in the granting of those
coramissions, I am prepared to bring down, if the hon
gentleman wishes it, the report of the commandant of the
Royal Military College upon whose recommendation every
commission was given, and, I repeat, I never interfered in
any case,

Mr. LAURIER. I think the hon. Minister should not
wait for any expression or desire on the part of the House
to be made before bringing down the reports referred to.
An impression has gone abroad, although of course it may
have becn erroneous, and I hope it was, that there has been
favoritism, and that favoritism and not merit formed the
basis for the appointments. I hope that impression is
wrong, and the hor. Minister would do himself justice by
bringing down all the ivfo mation in his possession with
regard to there appointments.

Mr. CASEY. I would sugzest that the Minister bring
down a list of those who have been appointed, showing
whether they have been graduates or not, because it has
been asserted that some were not graduates———

Sir ADOLPHE CARON, Some were not.

Mr. CASEY—and their position in the classes, in what-
ever year they were.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Yes.

Mr. LISTER. I understand that the four cadets passing
the highest examination are entitled to receive the Im-
perial Government’s commissions,

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Yes,

Mr. LISTER. Suppose they do not accept the positions,
are there still four cadets appointed ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Yes.

Mr. LISTER. The next highest take the commissions ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Yes.

Mr. CASEY. There was one year when there were more
than four appointed.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. One year, just about the

breaking out ot the Soudan war, or shortly afterwards, the
Sir ApoLpHE CARON,

Imperial Government, requiring a larger number of offlcers
than they had at their disposal at that particular moment,
gave us 8ix more commissions, or ten—I am speaking merely
from memory and I am certain of six and think there were
ten more-—and asked us to recommend some men, not men
who were graduated, but men who had been in the Royal
Military College. In that case I followed the same rule in so
far as the cadets were concerned. I asked the commandant
of the Royal Military College to make out his list, according
to what he considered to be the merits of those cadets. It
was sent over to England and was accepted. The Order in
Council was passed, and the gentlemen who had been
recommended received their commissions; but, in regard to
that matter again, I am quite prepared to bring down a
statement and give all the names.

Mr, MULOCK. I guite sympathise with any effort made
to prevent any unfairness in regard to dealing with can-
didates who may be graduates of the Royal Military
College. I think it is exceedingly important in the intere:t
of that institution that the Minister of Militia shonld be
particularly careful to see thatin no way favoritism creeps
in, A short time ago it was publicly stated in the press of
Canada, in a certain portion of the press, that a special
examination was held in the Kingston College for the pur-
pose of enabling a formerly unsuccessfal pupil to pass an
examination and thus obtain promotion. I dare say the
Minister knows quite well the case to which I refer; it
would not be fair to the parties concerned to more clearly
indicate it on the floor of Parliament. I believe there can
be no doubt of this, that a candidate—l am not saying he
shall be prejudiced by it, but he bas the political tavor of
the Administration—being ubnsuccessful in passing the
regular examination at the Military College and being
extremely desirous to obtain & commission in the Imperial
army, aspecial examination was held for him. He succeeded
in that second examination, pasging, and received his com-
mission, Is that the case?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. No; Iam not aware of any
such case,

Mr. MULOCK. If the hon. gentleman is not aware of
it he is probably the only person of the five millions of in-
habitants of Canada who is not aware of it. That can be
readily understood, eonsidering he is presiding over the de-
partment. If he is not aware ot it perhaps he will be good
enough to ask the first person he meets on the street if it
is so or not, I had an opportunity of discussing the matter
with a person who is aware of it—a person who took a part
in passing the gentleman at that examination—I will not
say unfairly, It is, however, a fact, if the Minister is not
aware of it.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I am not aware of it.

Mr. MULOCK, I can understand the hon. gentleman
not being aware of it. It is convenient sometimes for
people not to know things, That has taken place, however.
I will not say the Minister is wilfully innocent of the fact,
for I must accept his explanation. I regret that it is im-
possible for the hon. gentleman to give that attention to the
service for which he i3 engaged. If that is the case, if the
fact is 0, 8 very serious injury has been done to the repu-
tation of the institution; anyone can see that. Anyone
can understand that if the public lose confidence in the fair-
ness of the examination and consider that the rewards are
to depend, not upon merit, but upon influence or favor, we
had better close up the Military College, or, at sall events,
let us not hold out to the youth of Canada the idea that pre-
ferment goes with merit. Lot us state that, as in the Civil
Service and many other branches of the service at the pre-
sent time, rules are to be made to exclude objectionable ap-
plicants, but they areabandoned when it may suit those who
have the control of those rules,
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Mr. LANGELIER (Quebec). I would like to know
whether the reports current in Quebec, that the Deputy
Minister of Militia and Defence is going to be superannuated
this year, to be replaced by a gentleman of most dis-
tinguished position in the Local Legislature of Quebec, have
any foundation ? Those reports have been in circulation and
they have not been contradicted even in the ministerial
papers. I suppose the Minister would not tell me as to the
appointment, but he might say whether it is the intention
to superannuate the present Deputy Minister or not ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I am very happy to be able to
tell the hon. gentleman that this question of superannuat.
ing the Deputy Minister of Militia has not yet even been
considered. He has fulfilled all the duties of his office
remarkably well, and I see no reason why he should be
superannuated even to be replaced by a distinguished
member of the Local Legislature.

Mr. MULOCK, I would like to ask the Minister of
Militia, are there any fized periods for holding examina-
tions at the Military College, and if 80, by what authority
are they fixed ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Does the hon. gentleman
mean the graduating examinations ?

Mr. MULOCK. Or the examinations for promotion to
the regular service? Take the regular examination, for
example,

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Yes, there are fixed periods for
holding them.

Mr. MULOCK. By what authority are they fixed ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. By the commandant, who
makes his report. It is approved of by the Minister of
Militia, and the period has never been changed.

Mr. MULOCK. Cab an additional examination be held
in one year without the consent of the Minister of Militia
or the Government ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. The examinations are yearly.

Mr. MULOCK. Yes, but has the commandant authority
to hold a special examination without the authority of the
Minister of Militia?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. 1 repeat again that I am not
aware of any such case.

. Mr. MULOCK, If an examination was held at an
irregular period it must have been with the sanction of the
department, :

Sir ADOLPHE CARON, It must have been, of course.

Mr. LAURIER. Iam delighted to hear from the Minister
that the country appreciates the services of the deputy
Lead of his department, and that it is not the intention of
the Government to superannuate him., This statement
refers only to the action of the Government, and I suppose
the Minister would hesitate to say that the appointment of
a distinguished member of the Local Legislature has not
been discussed elsewhere. As this is not a public matter
we can afford to let it stand for the present. I will ask if
the hon. gentleman will, in the papers which he will bring
down, include also the correspondence which must have
taken place with the Imperial Government in regard to
those appointmeunts ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Yes.

Mr. LAURIER. Could the hon. gentleman give infor-
mation to the House as to the statement made & few days
ago with regard to the purchase of a house for the superin-
tendent of the Military College at Kingston ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON, I answered the question yes-
terday which was put to me in reference to this very matter
of which the hon. gentleman now speaks., I stated that a

8

house had been bought, that the price paid was $12,500,
and that the distance between the house and the college
was 2,000 yards.

Mr. LAURLER, It seems to me that the hon. gentleman
must agree that this is a very bad feature of the bargain
that the house should be at such a distance from the depart-
ment. The rules of discipline would require that the
superintendent should be within easy distance of com-
muniocation with the college. Being at such a distance as
2,000 yards it would be hardly possible for him to have
over the students confined there that care and that exaoct
supervision whioh is 80 very necessary.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I have acted in this direction.
The present house ismuch closer than the house occupied by
previous commandants. The other commandants of ths
college lived at a greater distance than the present one does
in the new house,

Mr. COOK. Does the hon. gentleman propose to buy
another building next year ? He says he is working in the
direotion of bringing the house nearer the college.

Department of the Secretary of Btate ..... ..., $34,972 50

Mr. FOSTER. In this department there are 17 statu.
tory increases of 860, one statutory increase of $50 not
estimated in 1888-89, two statutory increases at $30, a
messenger, transferred, at $450, estimated at $300 last
year ; making a total inorease of $1,110.

Mr. McMULLEN. 1 would just like to call attention to
an item in the Auditor General's Report, page C 32, in con-
nection with this department. 1 notice that arrears for
eight years, amounting to §400, have been paid to one man.,
Now, [ cannot understand how it is that we have arrears
to pay to some of our officials.

Mr, FOSTER. What is his name ?
Mr. McMULLEN. Mr. Brousseau.

Mr, FOSTER. I will enquire into the matter.

Mr. McMULLEN. I cannot understand how it is that
these arrearages are brought up from time to time. Once
the principle is aimitted that & man, after serving a num-
ber of years, can go back and trump up accounts for the
purpose of making claims like this, we shall have no end of
them,

Mr. MITCHELL. I see acharge on page C 32 of the
Auditor General’s Report, *“ P. Pelletier, from March 1,
$600.” Can the hon. gentleman say what he is appointed
for, and whether he went through the Civil Service exami-
nations ? I am instructed, if he is the man, that the chief
gervice he rendered was at the Hull election here, in which
a slight row occurred. Will the hon. gentleman get that
information too ?

Mr, FOSTER. Yes,

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) I would ack the hon, gentleman
to what class Mr. Morgan was degraded last year, and
whether he has received his statutory increase during the
past year ?

Mr, FOSTER. He was a chief clerk at 82,400, and was
made & first-ciass clerk at a maximum salary of $1,800, a
reduction of $600. He has not received any statutory
increase,

Department of Public Printing and Stationery. $21,310

Mr, FOSTER. The increases are seven statutory increases
at $50, one at $62.50, estimated short in 1888-89, and two
at $30; making a total increase of $472.50. The decreases
are caused by the difference between Mr. Young's salary of
$2,100, and the salary of Mr. Bronskill, which is $1,850 ;
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two third-class clerkships not filled, and now dropped,
$1,300 ; one promotion provided for in 1888-89, but dropped,
8100; a packer and messenger dropped, $900; a first class
clerkship for eight months, not filled, $933.32 ; making the
total decreases $3,483.32, leaving the net decrease $3,010.

Department of Interior $128,512 50

Mr, FOSTER., The increases are caumsed by 31 statu-
tories at $50, -one at $37.50, one at $25, one at $30, an in-
orease to Mr. Hall of $400, an increase to Mr. Deville of
$225, a promotion of Mr. King from first-class clerk to
chief clerk, $50 ; a promotion from second to first, $25 ; two
other seconds to first, $100 and $125 respectively; five thirds
to seconds, $1,012 ; an additional messenger, $500 ; and two
new third olass clerks, $1,050; making the total, $4,930.
The decreases are $1,650, consequent on the transfer of Mr.
Pope from that Department to the Privy Council; and
$1,276 from one death, Tho total decreases are $2,925, the
net decrease being §1,905,

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I would like to ask the hon,
gentleman whether the Department of Indian Affairs is
embraced now in the Department of the Interior ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. Yes, they are under the same Min-
ister,

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). And the Geological Branch?
Mr. DEWDNEY. Yes.

Mr, CASEY. I see there are two officials of & new kind
in the Department of the Interior, one called geographer
of the Department. of the Interior, and the other astronomer,
at $1,800 each. I would like to have some explanation of
who they are and what they are needed for, because it
seems to me the business of the Department of the Interior
must be much less now than it was a few years ago, when
the real estate boom was in progiess in the North-West,
and vast tracts of territory were being surveyed.

Mr, DEWDNEY. On the recommendation of my deputy,
Mr. Johnston, who is the chief draftsman of the depart-
ment, who has been in the service since 1874, and who was
originally selected by Col, Dennis for his admitted skill as
& draftsman and geographer, was appointed a technical
officer with the title of geographer of the department of the
Interior, without any increase of salary. It was Mr. John-
ston who prepared the standard map of Canada which, I
have no doubt, hon. members have all seen,

Mr, CASEY. The Estimates show an increase.

Mr. DEWDNEY. A trapsfer from the first class.
was a first class clerk at the mazimum.

Mr. CASEY. Hisduties are as draftsman todraw maps ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. Yes; entirely.

Mr. CASEY. Then it is merely a change of name ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. A change of name,

Mr. CASEY. Is the same true with regard to the astro-
nomer ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. Mr. King, who is one of our best
astronomers, is transferred in the same way. He is a very
able man and has been doing good work, We are carrying
out trigonometrical surveys, and he havieg been recom-
mended by the deputy to be put in the same position, I
8aw no objection to it.

Mr. CASEY. Ido not see the object of changing the
name unless it was with the view of establishing a position
in which these men would be better paid afterwards.

Mr. LISTER. Were any additional appointments made
at all 7

Mr. DEWDNEY. One messenger,
Mr, FosTzz.

.........

He

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I would call the attention of
the hon, Minister to page 9 of the Estimates, where the
expenses of the Department of the Interior are estimated
at $128,512.50, That, I presume, includes what he calls
Department of the Interior on page 13, and also the Geolog-
ical Branch on page 14. Then the estimates of the Depart-
ment of Indian Affairs are entered on page 9 as a separate
item, amounting to $42,415. Will the hon. gentleman tell
why these are put as two separate items on page 9, and
why they are three separate items on pages 13 and 147

Mr. DEWDNEY. The only reason I know of might be
that the Geological Survey and the Interior Department
may be nominally connected with each other under one
deputy.

Mr. FOSTER. These two, I believe, have always been
under the one Minister, while the Department of Indian
Affairs has been under a different Minister, the Minister of
the Interior; and I followed the same order, in making the
Estimates, that bhas been followed before. They are ail
virtually one department now.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). The hon. gentleman has dealt
with them as if they were three in the one case and two in
the other. This is confusing and calculated to deceive the
House, I do not say intentionally, The hon. gentleman
says there is but ope deputy of the Department of the
Interior and the Geologigal Branch taken together. Does
the hon, gentleman mean to say that the director of the
Geological Survey is continued in the rank of deputy head,
and is obliged to have all his affairs supervised by the deputy
head of the Department of the Interior, properly so-called ?
Is it the case that in sending out his exchanges and in doing
everything he is obliged to coneult the deputy and cannot act
directly—that he cannot consult directly the Minister, but
must consult the depnty ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. There is really only one deputy;
and Dr. Selwyn, the director, is deputy head. When I
took charge of the Department I found that such had been
the practice, and there was considerable friction, and I
have been endeavoring, for some time, to bring about
an arrangsment to correct it. The practice. his been
that the work of the deputy head has been done
directly through the deputy of the Department of the
Interior.

Mr. MULOCK. 1 would like to make a suggestion for
the hon. gentleman’s consideration, regarding parties that
go on surveys in connection with the Geological Survey. I
understand this branch is never able to make up parties
or to enter on surveys until after the House has
voted the moneys, and it sometimes happens that the vote
takes place at a late period of the spring, so that these
surveying parties are all the summer getting started. It
would be very much better if you could know at the
earliest possible moment at the beginning of the year how
many you are going to put into the field, and that they
should be able to take the field at the earliest possibie
moment. In some parts of the Dominion they could be in
the field the whole year round, but in other parts, where
the season is short, it is necessary for them to be in the
field as soon as the season opens. I do not think we get
full value at all for the cost of fitting out expeditions.

Mr. DEWDNEY. I quite agree with the hon. gentleman,
and the question was brought to my notice by the director
himselt a short time ago; and we are at once going to take
up the question with regard to the different parties going
out the coming season, in order to have them in a position
to get to work as early as possible.

Mr. MULOCK. Do you intend adopting some general
scheme whereby, at the earliest possible moment, irrespec-
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tive of proceedings in Parliament, these surveying parties
will be able to take the field ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. That is the intention,

Mr, LAURIER. I observe the staff of the department
is very large. I could understand how such a large staff
would be necessary at the early days of Confederation, or
even quite recently, when large surveying parties were in
the field, and the reports were coming in to be investigated
and maps had to be drafted ; but I do not see why such a
large staff should be required at present. Are the surveys
still going on ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. Yes; every year a certain amount of
surveys are going on. Bat the staff of surveyors is not
anything like as large as it was a few years ago, and the
hon. gentleman will notice that the amount voted for this
purpose is much smaller than heretofore. With regard to
the department itself I made enquiries, and found it impos-
sible to cut down the staff. All the officers are kept steadily
at work. I wonld have been glad to be able to rednce the
staff, but my deputy informs me that it would be impossible_

Mr. LAURIER. What I say is not with any view to
criticise the department, as I have not the necessary know-
ledge at hand to do so. It may be that the staff, although
it is a vety large ome, is not too large for the proper dis-
charge of the business of the department; but it seems to
me, 88 the hon, gentleman has admitted that there are
fewer surveys in the field than formerly, that the work of
the department must be consequently much less onerous
than it was a few years ago, The hon, gentleman says it is
impossible to diminish the staff. The work of the depart-
ment must have grown, therefore, in some other direction.
Can the hon, gentleman give us information in regard to
that ?

Mr, DEWDNEY. We have reduced work in the survey
portion of the staff, but not in the general staff of the de-
partment, All the surveyors, as the hon. gentleman knows,
are employed during the summer months, and when the
work is completed they are paid off. In that part of the
staff there has been a reduction.

Mr. LAURIER. Last year there was a very important
investigation going on in the other branch of the Legisla-
tare, by a committee of that Logislature, as to the basin of
the River Mackenzie. Ilave any steps been taken to have a
thorough investigation made of that important part of the
Dominion ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. None, with the exception of getting
reports from Mr, Ogilvie and Mr. McConnell, who have
spent nearly two years in the far North-West, They have
just returned, and I hope I shall get valuable information
from them.

Mr. LAURIER. Then I suppose the reports of these
gentlemen will form part of the next report of the Minister
of Interior, next year ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. Yes; but as these gentlemen have only
lately returned, they could not prepare their reports in
time to get into the blue-book this Session. I shall be glad,
however, to bring their reports down as soon as they are
prepared. :

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell), I think the hon. gentleman
has erred in his statement with regard to the astronomer
and geographer, In looking at page 13, I see that, in the
number of parties employed, there is & deputy head, one
each year; chief clerk or secretary, one each year; chief
clerk or surveyor general, one each year; chief clerk of
patents, one in each year; chief clerk, accountant, one in
each year. Then you have these two officers to whom there
18 0o one corresponding in 1888-89,

Mr. FOSTER. They weroe first class clerks in that year.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). The number of first class clerks
is the same in each year, and there is only one increase in
the number of second class clerks. The difference is in
the third class, of whom there were thirty-seven in 1888-89
and are to be only thirty-four in 1889-90, That makes
three less.

Mr. FOSTER. Those three went up

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). The hon. gentloman will see
that there has been promotion,

Ms. DEWDNEY. Certainly.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). There have been third class
clerks made second class clerks, and possibly there have
been second class clerks made first class clerks, so that,
although the number of clerks has not been increased, the
rarks have been very greatly changed. These two gentle-
men may not have received any higher salary or rank than
before, but in that case somebody else must have done so.

Mr. FOSTER. I read the information on that point to
the House at first, and my hon, friend cannot have caught
the statement.

Mr, MoMULLEN. I think some reasonable effort should
be made to cut down the expenses of this department.
The number of clerks and the amount of the expense is
at present unreasonable. No doubt, the opening up of the
North-West and the very arduous duties which fell upon
the bead of this department at that time increased the
necessity of hiring a number of clerks, but we aro all aware
that the dutios now devolving upon this department can-
not possibly be as great as they were a year or two ago;
but, notwithstanding that fact, we find the expenditure in-
creasing, We reasonably expected this year to find a
reduction instead of an increase, but the amount is still in-
creasing. I hope the hon. gentleman who has been placed
at the head of that department, when he has obtained some
experience in regard to its working, will be able to report
to the House next year that he has very materially cut
down the expenses. There must be room for a consider-
able reduction, and, though he may not have seen his way
to do that yet, we hope that he will see that the expenditure
is reduced. In conpection with the Board of Land Com-
missioners in Winnipeg, there is an enormous expense, and
there is & very large staff of officers that I could never see
the necessity of keeping up at all. The daties which de-
volve upon that board should be discharged by the officials
here. It is absurd to keep two boards, one at Winnipeg and
the other at Ottawa, to deal with these matters. I think
that board at Winnipeg could be wiped out altogether and
the duties performed by the department hero, and this
would save an enormous expense. There are items to
which I think the head of the department should devote
his personal attention at once. I have been through the
North-West, and I am satisfied, from what I gathered when
I was there, from officials of the Government and others,
that there is ample room for a very serious reduction in the
expenditure on the whole official staff there, and here as
well. It is our duty to press this matter upon the Govern-
ment, and we take this opportunity of saying that we think
the time has come to make this reduction, and we hope the
Minister will realise before next year that very serious re-
ductions ought to be made.

Mr. LAURIER. I am sorry that the hon. gentleman
has nothing to say in reference to what has been stated by
my hon. friend behind me (Mr. McMullen). Apart from
the question of expenditure, the hon, gentleman must know
that a great deal of annoyance is cansed by the existence of
the two boards, one in Winnipeg and one in Ottawa, Settlers
have been sent from Pilate to Herod and Herod to Pilate—.
from Winnipeg to Ottawa-and from Ottawa to Winnipeg—
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and in consequence a good deal of discontent, as far as my
knowledge goes, has been aroused among the settlers, The
hon, gentleman knows—probably better than anyone else—
that the working of the Act in regard to the Department
of the Interior, as far as the settlement of the North-West
is concerned, is not as satisfactory as it should be, Instead
of facilities being given to settlers, the settlers have been
bampered by regulations upon regulations, and by officers
upon officers, until some of them have given the thing up
in despair and have gone over to the other #ide of the line.
The hon. gentleman is new to his present office, and he will
find that he can occupy his time very profitably and valuably
by using it on this question in the way which I indicate.

Mr. DAVIN. I am glad this has been brought before
the House. I was under the same impression as my hon.
and learned friend (Mr, Laurier), that a great deal of evil
resulted from the settler being sent from Pilate to Herod, and
being hurled back again from Herod to Pilate, and I went
into the question with the late lamentel Mr, White, and he
showed me how completely my idea was a misconception.
As a fact, nearly ;%% of the ordinary business of the settler
is done in the office at Winnipeg, without one word being
heard outside. Occasionally,in the case of here and there a
settler, correspondence does take place which is protracted,
and in such cases there would appear to be an advantage if
we communicated directly with Ottawa; but when once I
saw that the whole of that part of the business was
done in Winnipeg, I saw it was clearly an advantage to
have an officer so near, because if you were to aggregate
the business in Ottawa, you would have still to have the
same number, or very nearly the same number of em-
ployés, for the workis a vast one. What would be the re-
sult? Instead of the settler being able to get an
answer to his enquiry in a single day, or two
days at the furthest, he would have to wait five
or six days. I was entirely under the same impression as
my hon. and learned friend, because, naturally, the only
cages which came before me, or which created trouble, were
those in which the man was irritated. I thought, if it is
necessary that I should write to Mr. Smith, and, if I am
not satistied with what he says, I am to write to Mr, White
or to the Minister of the Interior, why should I not have
the communication direct ? That was the impression made
on me, and the impression which naturally would be made
on anyone who looks at the question from a superficial
standpoint, as I had done; and, as I say, with great respect
to the hon. gentleman, every member must look at it who
is not engaged in the question from time to time as the
members from the North-West are, or who is not in the
department managing the matter as the Minister or the
Deputy Minister is, 1 said to him: “Is not this too bad,
that we should have the two offices? Would it not facili-
tate matters if we were to deal directly with Ottawa ?’ He
smiled and said * yes,”—just as I say now—“it is a very
natural idea,” And then he said : “Now come and look at
the way the thing stands.” He showed me that the great
bulk of the business was done at Winnipeg, all the ordinary
business was done at Winnipeg, and that we only hear of
those cases that created a difficulty., AsIam speaking, I
may be permitted to say, that there is a step that I should
like to see taken, and it would still further advance the
efficiency of the department—I would like to see the office
removed farther west.

Mr. LAURIER. Will you kindly tell us where ?

Mr. DAVIN, #ell, I should not object to Regina. ‘But
I should like to see it removed further west, for this reason:
that henceforih the bulk of the basiness will be done in
the-Torritories, and, in proportion, as there is an advantage
in having the office at Winnipeg, as now, on account of
postal taciliues, in the same proportion there would be an
advantage in having the office removed further west.

Mr. LAURIER.

Mr. McMULLEN. I just want to say a word in reply
to the hon. gentleman. In my experience, a double duty
has been performed by the Department of the Interior in
dealing with cases at Winnipeg, and then dealing with
them here. I have had several letters myself from parties
who had settled in the west complaining that in cases of
disputes about land, they came first before the Board in
Winnipeg, and as the party who lost was dissatisfied with
the decision at Winnipeg, he writes down here to some
member of Parliament who brings the case before
the department in Oitawa. In that way there are prac-
tically two courts in connection with the Department of
the Interior, one at Winnipeg, which first decides the case,
and afterwards there is an appeal here, and all the papers
are ordered down here and gone over the second time,
Now I say thatis not at all necessary. The proper course
would be to have ome court, as it were, from which
there would be no appeal. You cannot prevent men from
writing and complaining when they think an injustice has
been done in the matter of disposing of the claims for land.
I have had several cases, At the time of the lamented
death of the hon. gentleman who presided so efficiently
and so ably over the Department of the Interior, I had in
my possession no less than six different complaints in
regard to claims that had been brought before the court at
Winnipeg and there disposed of; but the parties who had
been disappointed in their efforts to get claims, wished their
cases to be brought before the Department of the Interior
at Ottawa, in order, if possible, to get a reversal of the
decision that had been given in Winnipeg, or some other
change in the decision, so that they might be placed in
possession of what they considered their rights. Now here
is one of the evils of the division of the Department of the
Interior : one portion sitting in Winnipeg and one
portion sitting in Ottawa, The sooner that system
is done away with the better, and then, when
people reach a decision with regard to disputes in con-
nection with the settlement of the land, they will know that
there is no further appeal, and will save themselves
a great amount of trouble and annoyance. I know of two
or three cases myself that were brought before the hon.
gentleman the late Minister of the Interior. The papers
were sent for from Winnipeg; it took a considerable time
before these papers could be brought here; it was some
two or three weeks before ail the necessary papers could be
produced in Ottawa in order that the disputes might be
looked into. After they came here they were investigated,
and after looking the matter over we felt satisfied that the
decisions that had been given by the board at Winnipeg
were about correct—everything straight. At the same
time the trouble had to be gone through with, and it will
continune to be & trouble year after year, so long as people
are not satisfied with the decisions at Winnipeg; they will
give up their papers and documents, which will be sent
down here and a re-investigation will be held before the
Minister of the Interior. I say that state of things should be
dispensed with at once, and the whole business in connection
with the department should either be transacted up there
or else be transacted here, and we should quit this division
of responsibility and the continmous agitation that is car-
ried on whenever a party there is not satisfied, or another
party here is not satisfied.

Mr. LAURIER. I listened with a great deal of pleasure
to the remarks which fell from my hon. friend, the member
for Kast Assiniboia (Mr. Davin). Now I am not the man
at all to grudge any favor that has been shown to any man
here, friend or foe, and I congratulate my hon. friend that he
was 80 lucky as to get himself disabused of a false impres-
sion which at one time he entertained as to the working of
the Interior Department. But the Government gave him
a privilege which has hitherto been denied to the House. -
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He is not the only man who labored under the delusion
that two offices were too many, that one would have done
better than two. There are thousands of others, I may say
millions of men, in this Dominion, who are now of the same
mind that he was formerly, before the late Minister of the
Interior tock him into his confidence and gave him the
explanations which were, unfortunately, given to him only.
If the Minister of the Interior had taken the House and the
country also into his confidence, and given publicly the expla-
pations which were given to my hon friend and which com-
pletely satisfied him that two boards were necessary, and
that, in fact,one of the two boards was not far enough west,
then the Minister of the Interior would have disabased, proba-
bly, the mind, not only of the hon. gentleman himself, but of
the entire public. For my part, my confidence in the
Government is not great; it might be greater, and if I were
to speak my own mind, I would say that I think they have
erred and are erring in many ways, Now, if the Govern-
ment wish to show that the public was in error, if they
wish to do themselves justice, I would ask that some hon.
gentleman opposite should now give the explanations on
the floor of the House which were given to the hon. member
for Assiniboia, and which completely satisfied him that the
criticisms, which were gemeral at that time, were not well
founded.

Mr. DAVIN. I will give them with the greatest pleasure
to my hon. and learned friend. I will give the explanations
which were given to me, viz.: that 95 per cent. of the work
passed quietly through that office at Winnipeg without
creating any irritation ; and my hon, and learned friend, who
speaks with so much charm whenever North-West matters
are introduced, is under a complete misapprehension as to
the Department of the Interior. He supposes there are
two boards. There is no sach thing. You have got a
board at Winnipeg and then you have got the Minister
here to whom you may appeal. But the Land Board at
Winnipeg is one thing, and, of course, whether you have a
board here or whether you bave it at Winnipeg, you still
have the Minister to whom the decisions of that board
may be appealed. Now, I will ask my hon. friend, in view
of the explanation that the Minister gave me, viz.: that 95
per cent. of the work is done quietly at Winnipeg—will he
say for one moment, if that be the case, that it is not a real
advantage to have the office near the settler, and not to
have it far away? The hon. gentleman is a lawyer; he
knows very well that one of the things that characterises a
good government is to bring the law near the people, to
bring it within easy reach of them.

Mr. COOK, It comes too mighty near, sometimes.

Mr, DAVIN. I dare say it does. I know youn have been
in the Election Courts.

Mr. COOK. I have always had enough to pay the costs.

Mr. DAVIN. Don’t get angry or I will cook your goose.
Now, Mr. Chairman, I hold that in my way, as a fannel, so
to speak, conveying what information was given to me, I
have conveyed it to my hon. and learned friend.

Mr, MILLS. Balaam.

Mr. DAVIN. What is Balaam? What has that to do
with it ?

Mr. MILLS. The hon. gentleman is just in the same
unfortunate position. The hon. gentleman says he is the
funnel through which this information is conveyed to the
House. Balaam had a fannel also through which he con-
veyed views,

Mr. DAVIN. The hon, gentleman is completely astray.
He is ass-tray, as an hon. member said. I had to point out
last year the want of biblical knowledge on the part of the
hon. member for North York (Mr. Mulock). The ass in

the scriptural story was not the funnel of Balaam; on the
contrary, the ass recognized the angel which Balaam could
Dot recognise, and 80 he did not convey any views that
Balaam entertained, and was, therefore, in no way Balaam’s
tunnel. I am sorry to have to give the hon. gentleman,
which I had ocoasionally to do last year, a little scriptural
instruction. But turning away from the ass, I will come
to the subjeot in hand, Isay that in view of the explanation
that 95 per cent. of the work is done in Winnipeg without
any noise, you have only to take the geographical fact that
it is nearer the people and you occupy a position that is
simply unanswerable, and no silvery eloguence on the part
of my hon. friend, whom we are always glad to bear,
can affeot it, although just now he thought there were two
boards; and, last year, he thought we bad no municipal
system, I advise hon. gentlemen opposite, and in doing so
I speak against my own party, and I am now saying the
worst thing I can say against my own party——

Mr, MITCHELL. Be careful.

Mr. DAVIN. Oh, yes, I am very careful. I know that
I am speaking not only in the presence of the two parties,
but also in the presence of the third party, which for the
moment is the most formidable.

Mr. MITCHELL. The most independent, at all events.

Mr, DAVIN, If hon, gentlemen opposite want to make
any impression on this House and to lower the numerical
strength of the Gonservative party, the first thing they will
have to do when dealing with the North-West question is
to study facts. They are really in a state of deplorable
ignorance on the subject, and silvery eloquence and loud
rhetoric such 48 is sometimes nsed is but as the idle wind.

Mr. MITCHELL. You will supply the fiction if thoy
supply facts.

Mr. DAVIN. I will, with pleasuro, if they will pay me
for it.

Mr. WATSON. I am sure this side of the House will be
very thankful to the Minister—not the Minister bat the
funnel of the Minister of the Interior.

Mr, MITCHELL. He is the coming Minister.

Mr. WATSON. He was looking for the position. It will
astonish anyone coming from the North-Woest to learn that
the work of the Department of the Interior is administered
with such great diligence, especially that part which has
reference to claims in the North-West, The hon.gentleman
must have been more fortunate than is the case with others
in the North-West. I know of many persons in Manitoba
who, day after day, correspended with me on the subjoct of
getting their patents; in fact, people are constantly
wriling to me to get patents issued and land matters
adjusted that cannot be adjusted in Winnipeg. The
hon. gentleman says that 95 per cent. of the work has
been done in Winnipeg. I believe it was a good move on
the part of the Government to estabtish a land board in Win-
nipeg, but if 95 per cent. of the work is now done there
and only 5 per cent. done in Ottawa, this being the
more difficalt work, I fail to see why the whole ad-
ministration of the department should mnot be removed
to Winnipeg, and the department be administered by
a responsible individual in Winnipeg or some point
in the North-West—I do not care if it was Regina.
I believe if we had reeponsible men there to deal with the
individual claims of settlers it would be better for the people
at large. No doubt great delays occur in the Department
of the Interior in connection with claims of people who
have entered for homesteads and desire to prove their claims.
Delays occur not only in these cases, but also in cases where
there has been some little irregularity, not altogether on
the part of the applicant, but also on the part of the
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department, and I should like to see a responsible individaal
located in Winnipeg or some portion of the North-West who
would bein a position todeal, and deal finally, with all claims
coming before him for adjudication. If I visit the Depart-
ment of the Interior to obtain information, or with reference
to any application for a patent, the case is referred to the
Land Board in Winnipeg; they have to report and send
their opinion here, and I then get an answer, That pro-
ceeding, of course, involves delay. The Land Board in
Winnipeg should be entrusted with full power to issne
patents.

Mr. MITCHELL, Who are they?

Mr. WATSON. Mr. Smith is the head of the Land
Board in Winnipeg. He is from Peterboro’, I think. I
believe the gentleman who presides over that board is giv-
ing satisfaction and is doing all be can under the powers
given him as Commissioner of Dominion Lands in the
North-West. There is undoubtedly great dissatisfaction in
the west on account of the tronble involved in getting the
machinery in motion for the issuing of patents and the
settlement of claims. I know claims that have been hang-
ing over forthe last ten or twelve years under the promise
that they would be investigated. Such, for ins‘ance, are the
old settlers’ claims in the city of Winnipeg and throughout
the old Province of Manitoba, claims in regard to land to
which the people declare they are entitled under an agree-
ment made with the Hudson’s Bay Company before the trans-
fer of the North-West to the Dominion. The Interior De-
partment and the Government have been deaf to the
demands of these people, but I hope before the Session
closes, the Government will appoint a commission to en-
quire into their claims and grievances and report on them.
If the people are entitled to any recompense in connection
with their claims then they should be dealt with fairly and
the matter settled ; if not, they should be so informed and
the agitation be allowed to drop.

Committee rose; and, it being Six o'clock the Speaker
left the Chair,

After Recess.
House again resolved itself into Committe of Supply.

Mr, MILLS (Bothwell)., I regret very much that the
Minister who has charge of the department, and whose
special interest it is to give the House information on this
subject is not present.

An hon. MEMBER. Here he is,

Mr. MILLS (Bothweil), I refer to the real Minister and
not to the hon. gentleman who has dignified himself with
the name of the funnel.

Mr. FOSTER. Will the hon, gentleman allow me &
moment, Mr. Dewdney is not here, but I . believe it is
through no fault of his owz in one sense. He has an en-
gagement which he is obliged to keep and which was entered
into beforehand. This item was pretty fully discussed, and
the discussion can be brought up again on succeeding votes
which are intimately connected with this department. It
might be that the bon. gentleman will allow this item which
is simply for salaries to pass. When the vote comes for the
Land Board at Winnipeg and other services we can resume
the discussion. I throw that out as a hint,

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). It may be that the Minister of
the Interior could not be here, baut it is rather an unusual
thing that when the estimates of the Minister’s department
are under consgideration he should not be in the House to
give information upon the subject. I do not suppose that
any observations that I would make would alter the policy
of the department, but, notwithstanding, I think that it is

Mr, Watson.

only right and proper that I should express the views that
I have formed in reference to this Land Board in Winnipeg,
the office of commissioner, and the duties that the commis-
sioner has to discharge, ’

Mr, FOSTER. If the hon. gentleman will allow me, I
might make one more suggestion. 1 think the Minister
will be in, in the course of a little while, and we might let
this item stand for a moment and proceed to the next.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. That will be satis-
factory.

Mr. MILLS, Very well, we will do so.
North-West Mounted Police...ces vessssncssscan cuvocenee $9,860

Mr, FOSTER, With reference to this item, Mr. Chair-
man, the only increase is that caused by the statutory addi-
tions. There are three statutory increases at $50 each, and
one at $30, making $180 in all,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. That officer is now in
residence in Ottawa, is he not ?

Mr. FOSTER. Do you mean the comptroller.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Yes.
Mr, FOSTER, Yes.

Mr, PATERSON (Brant), Has there been any change
in the regulations in reference to the force in the North-
West ?

Mr. FOSTER. 1 have been informed that there has been
no important change. An opportunity will be afforded to
discuss that subject in the general estimates.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). That is a point I wanted
to bring out. I suppose it is better to wait till then because
I think the Minister of Finance might not be in possession
of the information,

Mr, FOSTER. 1 will make a note of that.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). We can take it on the other
items,

Mr. FOSTER. Yes.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). It is {o be regretted that the
First Minister who has charge of the administration of the
affairs of the Mounted Police i3 not here for the purpose of
giving us some information on the subject. The force is
very much larger than it was a few years ago, and it was
increased at a period when the country was much agitated,
when a civil war had broken out, when a rebellion had
occurred and when the recurrence of that rebellion threat-
ened tbe country. This force is, in fact, a part of the
expenditure in connection with the Indian branch although
it 18 really separate, for the main duty of the force is pre-
cautionary duty, relating to the maintenance of peace and
order, so far as the Indian population is concerned. Now,
I understand that the Indians have remained contented
upon their reserves, that there has been no indication of
discontent, amounting at ail events to rebellion, and it
would be most important that the expenditure in connection
with the maintenance of this force should be diminished, if
this can be safely done. If 500 mounted police were suffi-
cient in the early period of the administration of the affairs
in the North-West, when the means of commuaication were
very different from what they are at the present time, it
seems to me that this force could be very largely rednced
without any risk to the peace and the good order of that
section of the country, and if so it would certainly be to the
public interest that a reduction should take place.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). I might say, Mr. Chairman,
that, perhaps, the Minister has observed in the public prints,
even in some that are favorable to the Administration, that
there have been rather serious complaints about the way in
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which matiers are conducted at what I might term the
head-quarters of the force at Regina. 1 dare say that the
Minister will have seen articles bearing upon that question.
1 have in my hand a paper in which a very serious charge
is made against Commissioner Herchmer, who is in charge
of the force there. It is alleged that & canteen has been
established in the barracks, and that beer of sufficient
strength to produce intoxication is being sold ; that ttat
canteen has special surroundings, that it is a ‘monopoly for
beer drinking, that its result is demoralising to the force ;
and, altogether, speaking in such a way in reference to the
matter I think it would be well for the Minister to be able
to give some explanation in reference to it. For instance, 1
have a short article here dated the 29th September, in a

per entitled the Regina Leader—I think a paper that is
favorable to the Administration—in which it says that this
canteen is demoralising the force. The article is headed,
“The Canteen must Go,” and it goes on to say :—

‘]t is an outrage,savoring of boodle for those who brought it here, and
demoralising, ruining, debauching the men it pretends to serve. A corres-
pondent writing from the barracks gives particulars which none but an
a8s or a ghou! would deny were reasons sufficient for wiping it off the
face of the earth. But the latest outrage who will defend? Here are
the facts : one of the corporals—T. B. Wright—fell under its temptations.
Hehas been drinking heavily since New Year’s, spending at the canteen
all his money, and the bulk of his time, and generally indulging, like
many of his fellows, in a prolonged spree. He is a married man; his
family living at the barracks. His wife, an excellent woman, has endea-
vored by her own work to add to the pittance he gave her. On Friday
he was missed. A search party of 20 men scoured the country but could
find no trace of h m. It is supposed that hearing he would be punished
for hig offence of drinking to excess ihe strong beer which those in
authority aided in placing under his nose, he deserted—leaving a weep-
ing wife and children. His deserted wife is not alone in condemning
the canteen as a curse. Before the canteen came the men had the
healthy outing of & run down town. Here they could take a drink, but
the temptation was not constantly before them and there was buta
fraction of the amount of drinking which gves on now.”’

I think, Sir, when a statement like that appears in a
paper
Mr. LANDERKIN. What paper is that ?

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). The Regina Leader —known
to be favorable to the Government.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What subsidy does it
get? Possibly the subsidy was stopped at the time,

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). I do not know of my own
knowledge who edits it, but it is commonly reported to be
a gentleman in this House, and I have no doubt he will say
something on the matter. I have seen articles in other
papers on the same subject, and I submit that it is of such
Importance that some explanation should be given, In
another article it is insinuated, if not openly charged, that
the commissioner himself is benefited by the existence of
this institution, which is said to be demoralising the force.
I have no doubt the hon. Minister of Finance will have
taken some interest in this matter, and will be able to say
whetherit is true that a canteen has been established there
under Commissioner Herchmer, whether it is true that he
actually profits by it himself, and whether, as is charged in
another place, a car load of beer which he was having taken
In was seized., This is the point on which I wanted to get
some information,

Mr. FOSTER. All that has been stated in the newspapers
will not, I suppose, be taken for granted even by my hon,
friend. There may be some truth in it, or there may be
not, I am not the responsible Minister of the department
which has control of the force, and the vote we are taking
now is for the officers of the department who are here. I
have no doubt at all that the First Minister, who has it
under his care, and who is not here to-night, because he is
teeling unwell, will be quite able to give the hon. gentleman
a full answer when we come to the item which provides for
the maintenance of the forcein the North-West. These
matters have been, no doubt, brought to his attention.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. This department is
intended for the special direction and surveillance of this
force, and, therefore, my hon. friend’s remarks are in the
strictest sense pertinent. The comptroller is bound to see,
if such irregularities exist, that they are repressed at once.
I think the hon, gentleman had better suspend this item
until the officer properly in charge is here to offer exPlana-
tions, and he might revert to the Minister of Interior's De-
partment. which he asked to stand on the score of his
absonce,

Department of the Interior....e v sesseesss coverene. $138,512 50

Mr. DEWDNEY. T must apologise for not being here
when you took the Chair, but I had a little dinner party,
and was able only to get as far as the fish, and 1 left as soon
as I could. Before I arrived I believed an explanation was
asked in reference to the Land Commissioner's office at
Winnipeg. Before I took charge of the department I had
somewhat similar views to those expressed by some hon,
gentlemen opposite in regard to that office. 1 had not
given particular attention to the matter in the North-West ;
it was not until it was intimated to me that I was coming
here that I went into the matter particularly, and the more
I have seen of the administration of this office the more |
have become satisfied of the necessity of it. Shortly after
I took office, & large number of applications wore made to
me from different parts of tho Territories in reference to
land matters and I thought from what I saw and knew then
that there were a great many matters which appeared to me
to be griovances on the part of the rettlers—so much so that
I wrote o the commissioner to ark him who, if anyone, had
sufficient discretion, or any discretion, to sottle those griev-
ances. He replied to me that there was no discretion in
the matter at all—that the law was vory clear in regard to
all land matters. I then found that no patents could be
issned without the certificate of the Land Commis-
sioner at Winnipeg. It was bhis duty to got all the
information he could from his officers with regard to the
occupation and improvements of the different settlers ;
and until the Government had a certificate of course no
patent could be issned. Some parties in the North-Wost
thought that was unnecessary, and it was intimated to me
that it would be better if theapplication was made direct to
Ottawa, and the patent issued trom here. But since I have
had the honor to administer the department, I have come
to the conclusion that such a course would place the
Minister in a false position, and for that reason, if for no
other, I think it was a very wise measure to place the office of
the Liand Commissioner at Winnipeg. I may say that while 1
have been in the Territories up to the day I left 1 have not
heard any intimation from the settlers themselves that they
wished to have the land office removed and the whole of
the businers done here at head-quarters, In fact, quite the
reverse was the case. I do not know if the hon. gentiemen
are aware that,during the last meetingof the Local Assembly,
a resolution was passed expressing the opinion that the
land office should be removed further west in order to be
pearer the people who have now the principal amount of
business to transact with the Land Department. In regard
to the advice extended to me by the hon. member for North
Wellington (Mr, McMullen) I take it in the spirit in which
it was proffered; 1 bave no doubt it was given with good
more &anxions to

intention. I am sure no one is
reduce the expenditure of the department than I
am, when it can be done without impairing its

efficiency ; and, so far as my experience goes, I find all the
Ministers anxious to reduce the expenditure as far as they
can. We have a Finance Minister of a very economical
turn of mind and who is anxions to make a good showing.
I think you will find, when the Estimates are down, that
they are not excessive, at any rate as far as my depart-
ment is concerned, But [ fear that the wishes of the hon,
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gentleman cannot be fulfilled, because it appears to me that,
in a young country like ours, the business in the North-
Waest instead of decreasing must increase. Therefore, I can-
not hold out any hope that in the course of a few years the
hon. gentleman’s wishes will be realized.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I must say that Iregret the hon.
gentleman has arrived at this opinion. In my opinion a very
large reduction might be made in the expenditare con-
pected with the department, and at the same time the effi-
ciency of that department might be greatly increased. The
hon. gentleman asks for an expenditnre of $128,000 con-
nected with his depariment here; the expense of the Indian
branch will exceed $120,000, and there is in connection
with the commissioner's land office at Winnipeg a
further expenditure of $185,000, making an expenditure
conpected with that office for the mere administration of
public affairs of upwards of $300,000, I can point to
figures in the history of the Illinois Central Railway, whose
sales of lands were double that of the department which the
hon. gentleman has in charge, at any time during the last
ten years, which show the expense of the administration of
those lands was not ten per cent. of what the Interior
Depsartment costs at present for the same purpose. The
hon. gentleman knows that the expenditure of his depart-
ment, which was about $50,000, including the expenditure
of the branch at Winnipeg in 1876 and 1878, has increased
four-fold, and there is no corresponding increase in the
public service to warrant this very large expenditure. The
hon. gentleman will find, if he looks at the expenditure
connected with the land office at Washington, no such cum-
brous machinery in connection with that office as that
which the hon. gentleman thinks necessary in connection
with his department here. Ithink we might profit by the
experience of our neighbors, and avoid having a second
Department of the Interior stationed mid-way between the
plains of our North-West and the capital of Canada, The
hon. gentleman, in my opinion, proposes to perpetuate &
useless institution by the maintenanee of the commissioner’s
office at Winnipeg. When that office was first established,
there were serious difficulties in the way of rapid commu-
nication with the central office here. There were no tele-
graph lines and no railways, and no means of com-
munication for a very considerable portion of the year,
except through the adjoining repablic, and the facili-
ties often through that country were far from being
great. In consequence of the isolation which existed for a
considerable portion of the year, it was found necessary to
establish an office at Winnipeg, which was intended to
serve a8 a temporary expedient, and to dispose of those
simple matters about which there could be no dispute, in
order to facilitate the issuing of patents to the settlers and
to facilitate the settlement of disputes that might arise
between conflicting claimants, by taking the evi-
dence of the parties. In my opinion, if the Govern-
ment would retain the land offices which are easy
of access to the settlers and intending settlers in the various
portions of the country, there is no public business that
requires intervention between the Department of the In-
terior and those land offices by the means of such an institu-
tion as that of the Land Commissioner at Winnipeg. If the
hon. gentleman has land offices easy of access in various
portions of the Territories—and I judge from the large sums
asked for the payment of salaries of public land agents in
various parts of the North- West that such is the case—why
should such an institntion as the Land Office at Winnipeg
be perpetuated ? If there be serious difficulty or dispute
between claimants, one of the parties will not rest
content with the decision of the commissioner. There
will be an appeal to the Minister, and the gooner
that appeal takes place—with all the facts ocom-
maunicated that may be furnished by the agent in the

Mr. DEwDNEY-

immediate locality, to the Minister—the sooner the affair
will be disposed of, the patent issued to the party
entitled, and the dispute settled. Now, there is nothing
which this commissioner has to do that the Minister himself
could not do quite as well, This commissioner must act
upon information and evidence. The commissioner at
Winnipeg is, in many cases, 500 or 1,000 miles away from
the disputants in the Territories. In but few instances can
he be visited by the parties whose case is in controversy.
They must communicate with him through the mail, and
those communications might just as well come direotly to
the Minister of Interior here as reach him indirectly through
the commissioner, whose decision is not accepted. Then 1
know that the fact of having a commissioner often tends
to delay matters. The commissioner will say that he is
waiting for the decision of some matter at Ottawa. The
Minister at Ottawa finds that the papers which the com-
missioner represents as having been sent to him are in the
office at Winrnipeg, and so the parties whose case is in con-
troversy find that months are allowed to elapse before either
the commissioner or the Minister is heard from. Now, it
is to my mind perfectly evident that the present
means of communication, the facilities of mail service
and telegraphic commaunication, do away with the neces-
sity for such an office as that at Winnipeg, Look at
the expense. You have a commissioner with a salary of
$5,000 a year; you have a superintendent of mines with a
salary of $3,200; an inspector with a salary of $2,200;
secretaries with salaries of $2,000; seven homestead in-

spectors. Why, the amount paid to these homesteads

inspectors is almost as much as has been derived in some

years from the payment of fees and the issuing of patents.
You find that the sum is increased up to $54,000, and that
this does not cover ail the expenditure in connection with
the service there. I am convinced from what I know that,

without any increase whatever in the staff here or in the
expenditure incurred in connection with the depariment
here, this office at Winunipeg eould be disposed of by sub-
stituting for it a local land office there, such as there are in

other portions of the North-West. Certainly the people
who have disputes with regard to lands, and who are

anxious to have their patents issued, are not likely to favor

the continuance of this office, It simply serves to diminish

the responsibility of the Minister and to enable him to

eharge, and in many instances justly charge, the delays
that are incident to such a cumbrous system, upon
the officer connected with the office in that eity.
When you look at the question of the North-West Territo-

ries, it is perfectly apparent that the office at Winnipeg,

unless the seat of Government were removed there, can be

of no advantage to the people who are settled hundreds of
miles away from the capital of the Prairie Province, and so

I think it is to be regretted that the hon. gentleman should,

at 80 early a period of his official career, have come to the

conclusion that this office should be maintained in that

city. I am satisfied that neither efficiency nor economy is

promoted by the maintenance of the office there ; that if,

ip a country so large as the United States, with territories

extending from the Gulf of Mexico to the 49th parallel, it

is not found necessary to have such an institution, it cannot

be necessary to have it in the much more limited area

which we find it necessary to administer in connection with

our Federal Government,

Mr. McMULLEN. I would call the attention of the hon,
Minister to one particular item. I find that the receipts
during last year from the North-West on account of Domi-
nion Lands, from all sources, amounted to $217,083.07, in-
cluding homesteads, pre-emptions, improvements, general
sales of lands, map sales and office fees, inspection fees, ean-
cellation fees,” &c., fees for change of entries, sarveyors’
examination fees, timber dues, grazing lands, stone quar-
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ries, mining fees, hay permits, &c., miscellaneous and
Rocky Mountains National Park: All these put together
amount to $217,053. Now we find that the item which the
bon. gentleman is asking the Committee to pass, including
the cost of the Liand Board at Winnipeg, is $180,000, with-
out contingencies. When you add the contingencies, you
virtually swallow up every dollar received from the North-
West from every source in conrection with the depart-
ment here and the Land Board in Winnipeg. The ocontin-
gencies will be over $22,000, making a total of $202,000 for
the expenditures, while the receipts from all sources are
only $217,000. Can it be necessary to keep a board at
Winnigeg and a large staff of officials here for the purpose of
doing business which results in a total receipt ot $217,000
with an expenditure of $202,000 and only $15,000 left? I
think there is a great deal of force in the argunment of the
hon. member for Bothwell (Mr. Mills), that an immediate
step should be taken to abolish the office in Winnipeg with
its large staff. I believe there are seven or eight home-
stead inspectors in the North-West. I have been trying to
get at the bottom of the duties performed by them. Cer-
tainly those duties are not as great as they were a year or
two ago, but the same staff is kept on. We have dispensed
with one officer, it is true, in connection with the inspec-
tion of colonisation companies,

An hon. MEMBER, He is employed in another way.

Mr. MoMULLEN. Well, it is good to have got rid ot
him in some way, because his salary would have added at
least $3,000 to this estimate. I do not think the Minister
can defend the enormous expenses in connection with the
management of this department when he loocks at the
receipts and expenses. Certainly it shows that everything
is not sound in Denmark.

Mr, DEWDNEY. I am not able to verify the figures
which the hon, gentleman has just quoted, but, if he will
allow me a little time, I think I can make a better showing
than that. I know that the sum he has just mentioned
does not fairly represent what we have received from the
North-West lands, because I think the hon. gentleman has
not taken into account the amount of scrip paid in for lands,
which I think amounts to $300,000 or $400,000, but I am
not at present able to say how much. With regard to the
homestead inspectors that the hon, gentleman thinks are
too numerous, 1 can only say that the people of the North-
West are calling out for more ; that their duties are at times
very onerous, and that they may be called upon at any
time to report on the homestead of any gentleman who is
anxious to make application for his patent. So far from
there being too many, what I hear is that there are not
enongh to do the work.

Mr. MoMULLEN. The statement of firures which 1
gave was taken from No. 18, page 48 of the Public Ac-
counts of this year, and 1 have enumerated all the sources
from which the revenue has been obtained. I am not to
blame if the Public Accounts are not correct,

Mr. DEWDNEY. That is the cash receipts, and no doubt
it is correct.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). At page 103 of these Estimates,
it will be seen that the amount the hon. gentleman asks for
the Winnipeg office this year is 8185,748. 1 may inform
him that I purpese asking for the opinion of the House on
that estimate. - ’

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Over and above these
various sums, which make up nearly $300,000, there is an
amount of $100,000 asked on capital account for Dominion
Lands, Altogether the resnlt is this: That we received
in the year 1888, in actual cash, $217,000 from all sources.

The scrip to which the hon. Minister alluded is, I presume,
]

simply in payment of obligations incurred to half-breeds
and others. That is the case, I think ?

Mr., DEWDNEY. Yes.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. It is not cash in auy
sense. Waen you add together these sums of $185,000 for
the Commissioner’s Office in Winnipeg, and $82,000 on the
page we are now considering, and $18,000 for contingencies,
and $7,000 for the Minister’s own salary, and $100,000
charged on page 110 for capital scoount, you have a total
of $392,000 which the hon. gentleman requires for the
service of this department, while we had net receipts last
year of only $217,000. I desire to ask the House this

nestion : Only one year and a half is to run until the
$58,000,000 which we were promised as the net receipts
from the lands of the Dominion to defray the cost of the
Canadian Pacific Railway will be due, and how is that to be
met by receipts of $217,000 a year as against an annual
expenditure of $392,000 ? I think the House would like to
have some explanation on that point, and, if the hon. gentle-
man cannot give it, then the House would like to have the
explanation from the First Minister, who promised us this
result on—I think it was—the 18t of January, 1891.

Mr. WATSON. In some instances,the inspectors do not
do their duty. Last season, I know that the Crown Timber
Inspector, who has to do with charging dues for cutting
bay on the Government lands, in many cases duplicated the
permits, and granted permits over the same ground two or
three tmmes, and in one case I know there was almost
bloodshed as the one set of men drove out the other with
pitchforks. The name of the inspector is Gunn. It has been
the same on timber land, that permits granted for outtin
wood on Government land have been often duplicated.
call attention to this fact in order that the Minister may in-
struct his inspectors to be very eareful and not to grant
more permits for cutting hay or wood than the country
will bear,

Department of [ndian AFRIrs ..cueesvesesene, esenassnnense $42,415

Mr. FOSTER. The net increase is $1,5617.50. There
were twenty statutories at $50, one at $30, one at 825, one
promotion of a second to a first class, Mr. Scott, $50; and
three additional third class clerks at 8400. The de-
creases are: differences in salary of third class clerks, one
at $860, one at $612, one at 8600, one at $450, allowance to
golicitor, $400.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). There was an appropriation
taken last year for a solicitor. Was a solicitor employed,
and what were his duties ?

Mr, FOSTER. Thatsum was paid to the Deputy Min-
ister of Justice, and has been paid to him for years as
golicitor for Indian Affairs. 1t has been dropped this year.
I believe he is to have it, but it is to be paid out of the
Indian fands. I think it is now paid out of the Counsoli-
dated Revenue for the Provinces, and then recouped from
the Indian Fand. I am not quite certain about that, and 1
will look into it farther, .

Mr, MILLS (Bothwell), It was formerly given to the
Deputy Minister who acted as legal adviser to the depart-
ment ?

Mr. FOSTER. Yes.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). The hon. gentleman says he
was heretofore paid out of the Indian fand. Does he mean
that the Indian fuod in the old Province of Ontario bore
the whole of this expenditure ?

Mr. FOSTER. I cannot give the full answer to that
because 1 have not looked it up; but it has been paid in
some way out of the Indian fund,
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Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). The Minister will see that it is
very unfair 10 charge it against the Indian fund of certain
of the Provinces. For instance, he might wish to consult
with regard to Indian affairs in British Columbia. There
is no Indian fund there out of which any portion of this
salary could be paid.

Mr. FOSTER. I find that in the earlier part of the item
of statements here, it is stated that part of this is paid from
Indian Affairs. 1 do not know whether it is the whole
$100, or whether it is payment for part of the year or for
the whole year. However, I will get full information on
that point.

Mr. McMULLEN. I notice there has been a superannua-
tion in conmection with the Indian Department last year.
Will the hon, gentleman give us some explanation with
regard to the appointment that has been made to fill that
vacancy ? I have noticed thatin cases of superannuation,
as a rule, the salary given to the incoming servant is not
equal to the amount that had been given to the party who
was retired. But the rule has not been followed out in this
case, I would like to know, first, where was Mr. Mc
Pherson, who has been superannuated, located as Indian
agent, and how this officer, who has come after him, has
been placed in an office at the same salary that Mr. Mc
Pherson had when he retired and was put on the list as a
superannuated officer ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. I am sorry to say I am unable to give
the explanation now. It occurred before Itook charge
of the department, IfI had known that the hon. gentle-
man had wanted the information I could have obtained it
for him. Mr, McPherson was superannuated, and I think
Mr. Pither was appointed in his place. I will get the infor-
mation in regard to salaries. Mr, Pither had been an old
agent, and, therefore, I presume, he was appointed at the
same salary he had been receiving previously. He had
been agent at Fort Francis.

Mr. McMULLEN. I have noticed that, as a rule, when
superannuations take place a reduction is generally made,
and the Government claim that in that way the country
saves considerable money. That rule should have been fol-
lowed out in this case, A man is given a retiring allow-
ance, and another man is put in his place at the same salary.

‘Mr, FOSTER. But the officer who took the place may
have been an old officer at another place, and he would
receive the same salary he had been receiving at the place
from which he was taken.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). What promotions have taken
place in the department here ?

Mr. FOSTER. Only one promotion, from second to firat,
Mr. Scott.

Office of the Auditor General. ....c.cou «srer rerrseeereronsss $25,825

Mr. FOSTER, There has been a net decrease of $325.
There were ten statutory increases, $500; one statutory in.
crease at $25 ; twosecond class clerks have been transferred
from this department, and two others are to be promoted
from the third class at lower salaries to take their places,
making in all an increase of $2,175. The decreases are :
two second class clerks transferred, making $2,700; one
third class clerk, $1,000; less transferred to Audit Office
from the Post Office Department, one at $726 and one at
$675. Difference in Mr. Patterson’s salary, $200.

Department of Finance and Treasury Board... $53,697 50

Mr. FOSTER. In this department there has been a net
decrease of $382.50. The increases were, 21 statutory at $50,
one $30, total, $1,080. The decreases are, difference be-
" tween the salaries of Messrs. Stanton and Jenkins, $187.50,
Mr. FostEg.

Mr. Stanton having been transferred to the Fishery Depart-
ment when Mr. Jenkins, who was private secretary to the
Minister, was transferred to the Finance Department. Dif-
ference, salaries, Messrs. Nash and Coffin, $275; one third
class clerk dropped, $1,000.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What superannuations
occured in the department?

Mr. FOSTER, Only that of Mr. Nash,
Department of Inland Revenue

Mr. FOSTER. In this department thereisa net decrease
of $4156. The increases are represented by thirteen statu-
tories at $50, one at $25, and two at $30, Additional to Mr.
Gerald’s salary, $300 ; additional to Mr, Quain’s salary, $200,
making $1,235. The decreases are represented by a first
class clerkship being omitted, Mr. Liamotie having been
superannuated, $1,450, an allowance to Mr. Himsworth,
$200, makirg a total of $1,6560. The net decrease is $415.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What is the canse of
that superannuation ?

Mr. FOSTER. I think ill-health.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What was his age ?
Mr. FOSTER. 1 will ascertain,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Is hereturned in the
snperannuation list brought down the other day ?

Mr. FOSTER, I understard so.

Mr, McMULLEN. Another important superannuation
has taken place in that department, that of Mr. Aubin,
inspector of gas, with a salary of $2,000. He is given a
retiring allowance of $560. The person appointed in his
place receives $1,200.

Mr, COSTIGAN. The late inspector of gas was receiving
$1,600 a year, and he received a further salary as consulting
inspector of $400 per year, making a total of $2,000. He was
upwards of 70 years of age, and for the last year bas been
thoroughly unfit, from illness,to attend to his duty and other
officers had to be paid for discharging it. Accordingly he
has been superannuated and his place has been filled by an
officer with a salary of $1,200.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Perhaps the Minister
can furnish particulars with regard o the surperannuation
of Mr. Liamotte.

Mr. COSTIGAN, His superannuation arose from the
fact that his health entirely failed. He was quite a young
man, and his chances for promotion were not only good but
he might have confidently expected to have been promoted
to & first class clerkship within a short time. He was, how-
ever, compelled to leave and to give up his prospects on
account of the total failure of his health.

Mr. LANGELIER (Qusbec). I do not complain of the
superannuation of Mr. Aubin who was a very old officer,
bat I understaad that he failed to obtain any addition t3 the
namber of years of his gervice. He was a man of extraor-
dinary ability, being perhaps the most competent man, as
egards the inspection of gas, in America. He happened
to be appointed in 1876 or 1877 when the law for the in-
spection of gas was first put into operation. Ever since
that time he has fulfilled his duties very efficiently, but on
account of old age he could no longer attend to them.
I understand a request was made to have done for him what
was done in other cases of the same kind, that is to say, on
aceount of the exceptional nature of his service, it was sug-
gested that the Treasury Board might add a number of
years to his service in order to give him a larger superan-
nuation allowance, This was not acceded to, and the

$40,960
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superannuation allowance is so low that he cannot live on
it; I know he has not sufficient to live imdependently. I
should like to know why the addition could not have been
given to him as it has been given to other officers not so
deserving.

Mr. COSTIGAN. The hon. gentleman will have
the means of satisfying the hon. member for North
Wellington (Mr. McMullen) that the retiring allow-
ance i8 not too high after all. It is quite true that Mr. Aubin
represented that he had a fair claim to come under the
clause of the Act which provides that, in certain cases, an
additional number of years may be added to the actual ser-
vice of an officer about to be superannuated.. The law pro-
vides that when a man has attained a certain age and who
was taken into the service for special qualifications, that
point may be taken into consideration when he retires
from the service, and any number of years, not to exceed
ten, may be added to his years of actual service in order to
increase his retiring allowance. Mr. Aubin had his case
considered by the Treasury Board. It is true that years
ago a number of years were added to the time of service of
certain retiring officers, but I can assure hon. gentlemen
that during the last few years the cases in which additions
of that kind have been made to retiring officers have been
very few indeed and under very exceptional circumstances.
Mr. Aubin claimed that he was taken into the service on
account of possessing certain special qualifications, That
was quite true. On the other hand, the ground on which
the Treasury Board based its decision was the very liberal
salary paid to this officer during his time of service.

Mr, LANGELIER (Quebec). I contend that the fact
should be taken into consideration that, when this officer
was first appointed, it would have been next to impossible
1o have organised a system of gas inspection if he had not
accepted the position. He left a very lucrative business as
an engineer 10 be useful to the Government. I know, from
personal experience of some cases in which he saved a good
deal of money. He was an exceptionally competent man,
not only for that particular line of business, but for other
lines, and he was one of the best mechanical engineers in
America. He was an inventor; he was the inventor of a
system of gas which bears bis name and which, I think, is
very largely used in the United States. I believe he de-
serves some consideration on account of the peculiar cir-
cumstances that, when he was appointed, his services were
almost indispensable to the Government. 1 am not far
wrong when I say that he went into the service more out of
friendship for the gentleman who was then in charge of the
department than for any other reason and in order to assist
him in the carrying out of the new law. It was not to
make profit that he entered the service of the Government,
because he was making more money in his own profession
than the salary he got from the Government.

Department of Customs...ue: seecessstscreesenses sosvar orsesess $35,650

Mr, FOSTER. There are sixteen statutory incroases at
$50, two promotions from third to second class, $200, making
an increase of $1,000 in all.

Mr. CHARLTON. I notice in the report of the Auditor
General some rather peculiar revelations with regard to
this branch of the service. I see a list here of 115 officers
of this department who have largely supplemented their
salaries by sharing in Custom house seizures. Six of those
gentlemen have received from this source of revenue &
larger sum than their salaries amounted to, I will give you
a few of those names, with the amount of salaries received
by each, and the amount of their emoluments derived from
this source of profit in the Custom house. J. D. L.
Ambrose, Appraiser, Montreal, salary $1,700, share of
Custom house seizures $1,360.83. C. Baker, Appraiser,
Toronto, salary $1,400, share of Customs seizures $587.28.

C. Banting, landing waiter, Woodstock, Ont., salary $600,
share of Customs seizuros $1,280.63, somewhat more than
double his salary, Mr. Benson, collector of Cuastoms at
Windsor, Ont:, salary $1,800, share of Customs seizures
$838.04. J. D. Bonness, special preventive officer, salary
8900, share of Customs seizures $841.63, Wm. Cowan,
Customs oclerk, Windsor, Ont., salary $1,200, share of
Customs seizures, $573.26. J. Douglas, Customs sur-
veyor, Toronto, salary $2,000, share of Customs
seizure, $321.41. A. Drouillard, landing waiter of Windsor,
Ont., salary, $500, share of Customs seizures $644.53, George
Frye, Customs surveyor, Victoria, B. C., salary $1,800,
share of Customs seizures $1,529.01. A, Girard, Customs
clerk, Montreal, salary $800, share of Customs seizures,
$1,307,76. J. A. Gross, special Customs officer, salary $1,200,
share of Customs seizures, $1,902.23. T, A, Heffernane, col-
lector of Customs, Guelph, salary $1,200, share of Customs
seizures, $507.50. R. Hunter, sub-collector of Customs,
Stickeen, salary $1,600, share of Customs seizures, $457.11.
H. Jokish, Customs clerk, Montreal, salary $900, share of
Customs seizures $712.02. J. W. Laing, preventive officer,
Windsor, Ont., salary $550, share of Customs seizures,
$284.17. C. W, Lewis, landing waiter, Fort Erie, salary
$600, share of Customs seizures $417.18, A. R, Milne,
Customs appraiser, Victoria, B. C., salary $1,600, share of
Customs seizures $5,655.64. S. W. McMichael, Customs
financial inspector, salary $1,600, share of Customs seizures
$6,020.84. J. C. Newbury, Customs clerk, Victoria,
B. C., -salary $1,000, share of Customs seizures $500,
W. J. O'Hara, chief Customs clerk, Montreal, salary
$2,000, share of Customs seizures, $1,641.07. P. J. O'Keofe,
special Customs agent, salary $1,200; share of Customs,
seizures $641.41. Thomas Sargent, Customs appraiser
Toronto, salary $1,600; share of Customs seizures $312,82-
J. Shaughnessy, special preventive officor, salary $600,
share of Customs seizures $536.06. J. A, Van Ingen, Cus-
toms collector, Woodstock, Ontario, salary $1,200, share
of Customs seizures $1,280.63. R. G. Warren, Customs
officer, Fort Erie, salary $1,050, share of Customs seizures,
$454.91. These are a few instances collected from this list
of 115 officers of Customs who largely supplement their
salaries, and in some cases get two or three times as much
as their salaries amount to from their share of Customs
seizures. I imagine that those officers are specially careful
to discharge that particular part of their businoss, and that
their energies will be directed mainly to the business of
making seizures. It strikes me that thore is danger that
these men may in some cases entrap importers into difficul-
ties of this kind for the purpose of pouncing upon them
and making seizures of their invoices so as to get their
portion of the spoil. It occurs to mo that this is a
most vicious system. It must, I imagine, lead on the
part of these officers to a particular caro that they will dis-
charge this kind of duty which neither the public nor the
Government expect of them, I hear in various parts of the
country complaints as to the characteristics of the Customs
officers, It is said that they are in the habit of treating
importers as men who are natural-born scoundrels requiring
to be watched, and not entitled to the ordinary business
courtesy that one business man extends to another. This
system is practically productive of such a result. Itis
exactly the system to create a class of officials in the service
who will be exacting, tyrannical and inclined to make
geizures upon the slightest pretext. The importer is, in a
measure, at the mercy of these officers. He presents his
invoices, and if the official chooses to make a seizure the
importer has no remedy. The case is referred of course to
the head of the department, who will naturally feel inclined
to sustain his own officials, and, in the great majority of
oases, will do 8o when the circumstances will give the least
excuse for doing so.
Mr. FOSTER. No.
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Mr. CHARLTON. The system promotes tyrannical
conduct on the part of the officials of the Government, It
is in every respect a most vicious system, and these men
will pay more attention to their own interest in the matter
of making seizures than they will to the public interest.
Wherever it is possible for them they will prey upon the
individuals who are so unfortunate as to be called upon to
do business with them. I hold that these men should be
debarred from participating in the profits of those seizures.
It is no part of their duty, and it has the tendency to
prevent them faithfully discharging their real duties. I do
not believe that any great commercial country in the world
encourages a system of this kind which is in force in the
Customs Department of this country, and I think it is desir-
able that a change should be made in the regulations of the
Customs Department in this respect

Mr. FERGUSON (Welland). I quite agree with most of
the remarks made by my hon. friend on the other side of
the House in connection with this matter. This system is
a most vicious one, and living, as I do, on the frontier, I
have an opportunity of knowing it. I may say that some
of those officers whose names have been read out, appear in
last year’s Public Accounts as deriving not less than
$11,000 in the shape of seizures, salaries aud travelling ex-
penses. Some of them $9,000. They are planted every-
where in this country, and they deal very unfairly with
importers. I have known them in my town to go in and
compel druggists to remove the bottles from their shelves,
and to make them go to the cellars and spend two days’
time in unearthing invoices for years back, without
discovering one jot or tittle of evidence that they were dis-
honest in their dealings. I quite agree with the hon.
gentleman that some check should be put upon men whose
only object is to have this power placed in their hands, in
order to get money out of the public whether rightly or
wrongly.

Mr. FOSTER. If adiscussion is to be raised on this sub-
Ject, had we not better let it stand until the Minister is
present.

Mr. MITCHELL. I have no objection to let it stand after
1 make my brief statement. I am much obliged to my hon.
iriend on my right for bringing this matter up. It will be
in the recollection of hon. gentlemen who were in the last
House, and those who were in the previous House, that ever
since the Consolidated Customs Act was passed in 1882 or
1883, I fought, step by step, and stage by stage its objection-
able features, the most objectionable feature of which was
this very feature of allowing the officials of the Customs
houses to participate in the seizure of goods, Hon. gentle-
men have mentioned some cases, and it would take all night
to repeat the history of gjhe gross acts of injustice that have
been perpetrated—not against the roguish importers, but
against many of the most honest importers in the Domin-
ion, Some of the first men in trade in Montreal have been
arraigned before the courts on the merest possible suspicion,
and these men have been discredited before the public. There
have been, occasionally, cases where frauds have been dis-
covered, and it was the business of these officials to find
those out, whether they participated in the profits or not.
But I will relate a case which is worse than any of them.
There was the celebrated case of Ayers & Co., in which the
seizures amounted to over $400,000, and in which the pro-
fits to those officers, it is said, would have been nearly
$100,000. They allowed Messrs. Ayers & Co., after they
had gone to the department and told them what they were
doing, and asked their opinion about the construction of the
statute—allowed them to go on, year after year, and import
goods and enter them, as stated, and accepted by the depart-
ment, and then came down and seizeg those goods from
them, although they had full knowledge of the fact, after
years of such entries,

Mr, CraARLTON,

Mr. MULOCK. And so did the Minister know it.

Mr. MITCHELL. Yes, the Minister knew it; and they
allowed them to import those goods until they amounted to
$400,000 or 8500,000, and then they came down and closed up
the establishment, took the company’s books, papers and
property, and discredited them before the world, not oniy
on this side of the line, but on the other ; and if these men
had not been in the strongest and wealthiest position, the
company would possibly have been brought to ruin. That
case was tried in the Supreme Court of the Dominion, and
I refer you to the shorthand notes of what the Chief Justice
of that court said of Mr, O’'Hara, who occupies 8 prominent
position in the Custom house of Montreal, and who was
to participate in this large amount of money. There you
can see what Chief Justice Ritchie says, using the strongest
possible language of condemnation of those men for leading
a respectable firm on year after year with the knowledge
that they were entering goods in & certain way, with the
knowledge of the Government and its officers, and as they,
the importers believed, according to the statute. I am
sorry the hon. Minister of Custums is not here. I regret to
say this behind his back ; but he knows that time and again
I have addrested him from my place in this House
about the iniquities of this system, not only during the
passage of the Act, but also last year, and every time the
Customs Act has come up. It is time that this injustice
should be put a stop to ; and while I quite agree with the
hon, Finance Minister that it would be well to have this
matter stand over until the responsible officer is here, yet
when the matter was started, feeling that T had for years
endeavored to get these abuses remedied, I felt it my duty
to add my voice against the iniquitous system perpetrated
by these officers, and which is sanctioned and allowed by
the Government of the day.

Department of Postmaster General.e: seovesssrrers $184,960

Mr. FOSTER, In this department there is & net de-
crease of $715. The increases are 134 statutories at $50,
twelve at $30, two first class clerks $2,800, one second
class clerk at $1,100, making $10,960. The decreases are
one chief clerk $2,400, one chief clerk for three months who
has been superannaated $600, difference in salary $400, two
second class clerks $2,800, difference in salaries of nineteen
clerks $5,399, difference in salaries of four packers $150,
making the total decrease $11,675.

Mr. CHARLTON. There is one matter, I presume, I
might as well bring to the attention of the hon, Postmaster
General now as at any other time, that is, in reference to
letters not sufficiently prepaid. Under the regulation of
the department at present, such letters are sent to the dead
letter office, and a notice is sent to the party to whom the
letter is addressed that a letter is there, and he is required
to send the deficiency in postage to the dead letter office,
and after a good deal of circumlocution he gets his letter.
1t seems to me it is a very absurd system. It strikes me it
would be better to send the letter to the person to whom it
is addressed with the shortage stated upon it, and require
him to pay it. It may be a letter of importance, and it
appears to me that it would serve the department as well
to take that course.

Mr. HAGGART. That matter I have been considering
for some time. You will remember that in a debate in the
House the present system was insisted upon for this rea-
son, that it was felt that it would not be judicious to trust
clerks in the post offices, who might be acquainted with
individuals to whom letters were addressed, and allow them
to open letters, and it was decided that it was better to send
them to a central office and have them redirected. The
difficulty could be got over by another system, that is, the
American system. Under that system, if a letter is insuffi-
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ciently prepaid, notice is sent from the place where it is

ted to the individoal to whom the letter is addressed,
stating that upon his remittance of the amount necessary
to cover the postage the letter will be forwarded. The
objection to that plan is that it is impossible to keep track
of the accounts of the different offices throughout the coun-
try, and the expense of keeping these small accounts far
exceeds the amount of revenue collected.

Mr. CHARLTON. If there is so much difficulty in set-
tling this matter, probably the better way would be just to
send the letter on. 1 do not suppose the department would
lose more than a few dollars at the utmost by doing so.

Mr. HAGGART. The rame objection would apply if the
letter were sent on not sufficiently prepaid, and the office
at which it arrived was given the duty of collecting the
sum of money. Accounts would have to be kept and con-
siderable difficulty would arise in that respect.

Mr. CHARLTON. Has no account to be kept in the case
of a dead letter ?

Mr. HAGGART. Yes; they are under direct control
here, and there is a check which is the simplest and
cheapest that possibly could be adopted.

Mr. CHARLTON. It is a system that entails great loss
of time in the delivery of the letter. It seems to me it
involves a great amount of clerical work to send a letter to
the dead letter office, then to send word to the person to
whom the letter is addressed requiring him to write a letter
to the dead letter office covering a remittance, and finally to
send on the letter. I do not understand why the shortage
could not be charged to the person to whom the letter is ad-
dressed, and require the post office of his locality to collect it.

Mr. HAGGART. I am considering that question at pre-
sent for the purpose of reaching & solution,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. 1 think that in former
times the custom suggested by my hon. friend was adopted
withouy material inconvenience. That was to send for-
ward letters that were insufficiently prepaid, provided they
had any stamp on them at all, and the shortage was col-
lected from the parties to whom they were addressed. That
did not add materially to the expense of tho post office.

Mr. HAGGART. It did not, but, unfortunately, it added
a good deal to the cost of getting returns from the different
post offices, which was greatly in excess of the extra
amount collected.

Mr. MITCHELL. This is the first time we have had an
opportunity of addressing the hon. gentleman in relation
to his department, and as his appointment is one of the few
which the Government has made in past years that I
approve of—there are one or two more, but they are not
very numerous,—I take this opportunity of asking him
what truth there is in the rumor which has appeared in
some Government papers in relation to making a uniform
rate of postage between Canada and the United States. It
was stated in the Government organs the Postmaster
General was considering the desirability of reducing the
postage in Canada, from three to two cents so as to male it
uniform with that of the United States. Perhaps the hon.
gentleman will tell us what progress he has made in that
direction.

Mr. HAGGART. The hon. gentleman was nol in the
House, perhaps, yesterday or the day before, when the ques-
tion was asked and I answered it,
at present the intention of the Government to reduce the
postage from three to two cents,

Mr, MITCHELL. I am very sorry for it. I would like
to see 80 popular a man as my hon. friend, I believe, will
make himsell)f, inaugurate his promotion to so important an

I stated that it was not | P

office by making a reform which would be s0 much
appreciated by the general public.

Mr. ELLIS. I perceive quite a difference in the way the
Estimates are broaght down this year compared with last.
Last year they were all under sub-heads; this year they
are grouped togother. Does that point to a change in the
mode of carrying on business in the Post Office,

Mr. HAGGART. No.

Mr. BAIN (Wentworth). Before we leave tho question
of postage and the reduction of rates, I would ask the hon,
the Postmaster General if ho has considored the propriety
of increasing the weight of a letter from half sn ounce to
an ounce? I think the American system allows an ounce
instead of half an ounce for the two cents. I think he
might perhaps see his way towards making that concession
in the public interest. 1 presume it would not involve a
very large sacrifice, and, in many cases, it would bo found a
convenience to business men,

Mr, HAGGART. There are s good many changes pro-
posed, which I intend to introduce in & Bill this Session, and
I may tell the hon. gentleman that the change suggosted
by him is one of those I intend to adopt.

Mr. LANGELIER (Quebec) I would draw the attention
of the hon. the Postmaster General to a great complaint with
reference to dutiable mail matter. Formerly the duties
were oollected at the Post Office, but pow they ure colleot-
ed at the Custom house, A book, for instance, comes
through the mail from a foreign country, which is worth
about 25 cents, Instead of delivering the book to the party
to whom it is addressed and collecting tho duty from him
at the Post Office, the party receives through the Post
Office a notice from the Custom house informing him that
there is a dutiable package for him at the Custom houso.
He has, therefore, to go to the Custom house, which is often
a mile or more away, and pay cab hire there and back, be-
sides the 15 per cent. duty, all to obtain a book which is
worth about 26 cents, 1 do not blame the Postmaster
General for this system, and I am glad to say that, on my
writing to him on the subject, he answered that he shared
my views. I gaw in some of the papers that the system hud
been put an end to, but very lately it was applied to myself,
80 that it is evidently still in existence. 1 am quite suro
it costs the Government three times more than they got
from it. I have taken the trouble to get information as to
how it is worked. The Jast book I received through tho
mail I paid eight cents duty on, and in order to collect that
the Government had to make the following entries:—At
the post office, after the book arrived, the post office peoplo
had to get a receipt from the Custom house officer to whom
it was sent. That officer had to make an entry in his
books of his receipt of the book; then he had to writo a
note to me informing me that such a book was there, That
notice was sent through the post office, After receiving it
I paid twenty-five cents to go to the Custom house and
twenty-five conts to return, and all to get & book worth
fifty cents. I do not see that there can be much difficulty
in altering the system. Oune of the post office clerks might
be entrasted with the duty of collecting those small amounts.

Mr. BURDETT. I wounld take the iiberty of BU%gesﬁng
to the hon. the Postmaster General, the propriety of having
the postmasters, in places where the edpeople have boxes, to

lace in those boxes all unstamped letters, which bear
on their face the names of the parties sending them, in order
that those parties might sufficiently stamp them, or where
the parties are going to the post office two, three or four
times & day, to notify them that their letters are insuffi-
ciently siamped. It not unfrequently happens in matters of
importance, where persons or firms have important matters
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to attend to, that there is insufficient postage, and, before
the letters reach them from the dead letter office, the time
for attending to the important matter has passed. It has
happened in my own case that letters containing jm-
portant legal documents have been insufficiently stamped,
sometimes & week has elapsed before I would hear from the
dead letter office; and the rule might come up on the
second day after the notice was mailed, and had conse-
quently been delayed.

Mr. HAGGART. In answer to the hon. member for
Quebec Centre (Mr. Langelier), I may say that there is a
great deal in what he has stated as to the annoyance which
has been caused by such practices as thoseto which he
referred. I have been endeavoring to remedy that, but there
has been a good deal of difficulty in consequeuce of the
friction between the Post Office Department and the Cus-
toms.

Mr. MITCHELL, Iam sorry to hear that there is trouble
in the Cabinet.

Mr. HAGGART. We have been trying to arrange this
mattier satisfactorily, and I propose to introduce in the Bill
which I intend to move this Session two clauses to remedy
the difficulty which the hon. gentleman speaks of. As to
the point raised by the hon. member for Hastings (Mr. Bur-
dett), I have given instructions to the postmasters that,
where the senders’ name is on the envelope when there is
not sufficient postage, and the senders have boxes in the
city, they are to give notice to them and allow them to put
on the stamp and then let the letter be forwarded,

Mr. McMULLEN, I notice that there were 17 super.
annuations in this department last year. A year ago 1
asked the Postmaster General to find ont the amount that
had been allowed to the postmaster at Victoria, who was
superannuated last year in order to make room for an hon,
gentlemnan who once sat in this House. He stated that the
superannuation allowance and the salary granted would
not exceed the amount which had been paid to the post-
master in that city. I find that the postmaster was getting
$2,400 a year salary, and that the Government have allowed
him $672 as a retiring allowance. They are paying the
new postmaster $2.000 a year, so that the amount now paid
is $2,672, whereas it was only $2,400 before. I find that
there have been no less than 64 superannuations this year,
and that the superannuation fund has been drawn on to the
extent of $27,000 for the superannuations of this year,
in addition to those of last yoear. As I said, there were 17
superannuations in the Post Office Department, and I see
that there are eleven positions occupied by parties who
were superannuated which have yet to be filled. I desire
to know if it is the intention of the Postmaster General
to fill all the vacancies created by superannuation, or if it
is the intention to abolish some of them ?

Mr, HAGGART. Does the hon. gentleman mean that
there is a difference of eleven vacancies between the Esti-
mates and the number of clerks I have ? I do not require
80 many third-class clerks as I did before. I think, though,
that those to whom the hon. gentleman is referring are the
ocean mail clerks, who were superannuated, as there was no
farther use for them, That was something which took
place before I entered into office. I do not remember
m&)re than one superannuation since I have been in the
office.

Mr. BURDETT. While thanking the Postmaster General
for having already acted upon the suggestion which I
brought forward, I would call his attention to another matter
which has been the subject of some correspondence between
myself and his department, and I think also with the Prin-
cipal of the Deaf and Damb Institute at Belleville, a8 to the
rate of postage which is charged upon the examination

Mr. BURDETT.

questions and answers of the pupils in that and similar insti-
tutions, The only means that parents, who have children
who are unfortunate enough to be born deaf and dumb, have
to know what progress they make is by being able to scan
the questions and answers of their children during the time
they are pupils at the institute. Formerly the questions and
answers were to be permitted to be sent through the post office
at a very low rate—I think one cent. That practice pre-
vailed for some years, and was found eminently satisfactory.
A different system has recently been adopted, by which a
much higher rate has been charged on these questions and
answers. They are, you may say, in the shape of printed
or manuscript matter, and the charge to the Government
would be very small if they permitted them to go to the
parents from the institute, under the hand of the principal,
free of postage, or at most for one cent postage. It certainly
is & matter which I believe should engage the attention of
the hon. gentieman, These institutes through the country
are doing a large amount of good. A great many young
people, afflicted or deprived of certain faculties as they
have been, are being educated, informed and made useful -
and prosperous citizens by meana of these institutes. The
Provincial Governments have been at great expemse in
building and maintaining these institutes, and so far they
have worked well in the interest of the country and of the
pupils, I believe the Principal of the Belleville Institute has
corresponded with the Postmaster General on this matter,
and I ask the hon, gentleman to consider it as he is consider-
ing other matters in- his department, and to have an order
passed by which the questions put to the pupils by their
teachers in the institute and the answers to the questions
may be sent home to the parents of the children either free
of postage or at a very low postage rate. I do not believe
that any member of this House or any man in the country
would take exception to such a course. It is & matter in
which we are all interested as citizens, and we all ought to
be willing that the Postmaster General should permit these
questions and answers to be sent home to the parents of the
children as cheaply as possible, if not free. No abuse could
arise, in my opinion, if they were sent free, because they
could be sent under the frank of the principals, and they are
men whose charaoters are above reproach, and who are
above making any improper use of any authority which
might be given to them in this way. I had intended to move
for returns of correspondence on this matter, but possiblfy it
is more convenient for the hon, gentleman and myself to
mention it now, and it will occupy less time,

Mr. HAGGART. Idonot at present remember what
the correspondence was, but the duties of the Postmaster
General are ministerial, they are fixed by statute, and he
cannot make exceptions. It would be a dangerous power
to give him,

Mr. BURDETT. Bat I understand the hon, gentleman
is going to change the statute,

Mr. HAGGART. I am; but I have not thought of this
matter in connection with it.

Mr. BURDETT. I hope you will.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I should like the Post-
master General to state exactly what is done with a sum of
$162,000, which 1 dare say he will remember is carried
forward to the credit of next year. The actual deficit in
the working of the Post Office for 1888, as he, no doubt, is
aware, was $729,000. But by bringing forward a certain
sum which appears there to have been retained, as I under-
stand, by certain of the post office officials, five-quarters, so
to speak, are put into the year 1888, Now, what I particu-
larly want to know is whether that money has been paid
into the Treasury whereas it formerly was not paid in, or
whether it simply exists in the form of an alteration in the
book accounts, The reason I ask is because I notice in the
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statement of the Post Office in the Public Accounts that
the total sum deposited to the credit of the Receiver General
up to the 30th June, 1888, is $2,216,000, and immediately
below there is this sum of $162,000, which he will find on
page 16 of the Public Accounts, No, 3. Immediately below
is this sum, which, so far as I can understand, does not
appear to have been placed to the credit of the Receiver
General, or to have come in cash.

Mr. HAGGART. The balance due by the postmasters
throughout the country, the alteration of the iime at which
they made their returns, threw five quarters into ome
year instead of four.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. If the hon. gentleman
has not looked into it, it can be investigated in the Public
Accounts Committee; I just mention to him what I want to
understand. Apparently from this statement, all that
actually went to the credit of the Receiver General was the
sum 1 stated, and I want to know whether the other sum
has gone in cash, or whether it simply exists in the form of
a book credit? He can let me know when we meet in the
Public Accounts.

Mr. HAGGART. I will let you know. It must be a cash
sum, I think, because it is included in the revenuc.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. It does not so appear
in this case.

Department of Agriculture...ee e o e vsusenescorennees $56,270

Mr. FOSTER. There is a net increase of $5,050. There
were 17 statutory increases, two at $25, two at $30, and one
at $20. Additional to Mr. Johnson, statistician, $600C ; ad-
ditional to Mr. Pope, $350; two promotions from third to
second class, $200; new third class clerks, one at $500, one
at 8450, four at $730. The decreases are made up of differ-
ence between Mr. Low’s and Small’s salaries, $475; two
third-class clerks not filled, $800; one packer, not filled,
$300; difference between Mr. Small’s and Mr. Lynch’s
salaries, $5756. Total decrease, $2,150, leaving a net in-
crease of $5,060. It is only fair to state that a large part
of this increase is made up by & decrease in contingencios,
some of these being officers who have long been employed
and paid from contingencies, and who have in this estimate
been made permanent, the sums being deducted from the
contingencies as the House will see.

Mr. WILSON (Elgin). I would like some explanation
as to the increase in Mr. Johnson’s salary. And why did
the Government deem it necessary to increase his salary ?
It would appear that he has not been in the service very
long, and therefore could hardly claim that he was entitled
to that increase.

Mr. CARLING. Mr. Johnson was employed in the first
instance at the salary we now vote for him. He filled the
place of Mr, Layton, who was at the head of that branch be-
fore he died, some 12 months ago. Mr. Layton’s salary was
$1,800, bus the salary given to Mr. Johnson was $2,400, the
maximum of a chief clerk. Mr. Johnson is one of our very
best statisticians, and we thought his services well worth
the amount of money we give him. He was paid that last
year.

Mr. WILSON (Elgin). Am I tounderstand that the pre-
vious officer who occupied that position was not an efficient
officer ? That he did not do his work well ? If he did his
work well why was he paid less then Mr. Johnson is paid ?

Mr. CARLING. Mr, Layton, the previous officer, was
certainly a very good man, a very efficient man, but he had
not the general knowledge and information in regard to;
statistics that Mr, Johnson has. I believe there is no man!
in Canada who has mure general knowledge as to statistics

than Mr. Johnson, and we were glad to secure his services
at the head of that particular branch.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. There are two alter-
ations here of considerable moment. I see a reduction of
$400 here under the heading of chief clerk. Has an officer
been superannuated ?

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Small comes up and becomes chief
clerk and secretary.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What has become of
the previous chief clerk ?

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Taché was superannuated, Mr, Lowe
went in deputy head, and Mr. Small took his place.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What is the cause of
the increase of the deputy commissioner of patents?
Last year $2,250 wero asked for him, and now $2,800, an
increase of $550.

Mr. CARLING. That was thoe salary that was paid to
the late Mr. Cambie, and the Act passed last Session fixed
the salary of the deputy commissionor of patents at
$2,800, Mr, Cambie only received this salary mentioned by
the hon. gentleman. Ie was voted the difference botween
the salary of Mr. Cambie, and the vote fixed last year by
Act of Parliament.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). Who is tho officor now ?
Mr. CARLING. Mr. Pope.
Mr. McMULLEN. What Pope is that ?

Mr. WILSON (Elgin). Had this Popo been in the sor-
vice before ?

Mr, CARLING. Yes.

Mr. WILSON (Xlgin). What position did he occupy in
the service ?

Mr. CARLING. He was Clork of tho Crown in Chancery.

Mr. WILSON (Rigin). Oh, I think I bhave heard of him,
then. Would the Minister givo us to understand that it is
on account of services rendered to the Government that he
receives his increased salary, or that he was simply trans-
ferred from one position to another in order to give him an
increased salary ?

Mr. CARLING. This is not an increase of salary, This
is the amount voted him last Session by an Act passed by
Parliament,.

Mr, WILSON. Did he got it last Sossion ?

Mr. CARLING. He was paid it last year.

Mr. WILSON. 1 understood that this increased amount
of $550 was not asked from the House, that the item was
dropped. We so understood it, notwithstanding the fact
that the hon, gentleman shakes his head, If the Govern-
ment feel that Mr, Pope did them a special service we may
yet find that the Ministers have paid it out of their own
pockots, rocognising, as they ought to recognise, the fast that
Mr. Pope did them a special sorvice. I repeat thatI under-
stood that the item was dropped. If during last year only
$2,250 was voted, how can the Minister state that they paid
Mr. Pope an increased sum of $350? I should like to have
the hon, gentleman oxplain the matter.

Mr. CARLING. The best explanation I can give I have
already given, namely, that his salary was fixed by Act of
Parliament at $2,800, and he has been paid that salary in
accordance with that Act.

Mr. MILLS. Was he appointed at that time ?
Mr, CARLING. Yes.

Mr. McMULLEN. [am
made by the hon. member for

nite aware that the staiement
Elgin (Mr. Wilson) is cor-
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rect. Last year a Bill was brought in; a very extended
discussion took place over it, and the result was that the
First Minister, who is not now in his place, withdrew the
Bill in order to get on with business, and it was not again
brought before the House.

Mr. FOSTER. It was the previous year it was dropped
out of the Hstimates,

Mr. McMULLEN, No, it was last year; I would not
be certain, but my impression is so. This is the third
attempt to increase the salary of Mr. Pope, and I would
suggest that if the Government wish to get through a vote
to increase his salary in the present Parliament, the best
course they can adopt, in view of our recollection. of the
irregularities in the gazetting of members, is to change hig
name, and then they may possibly be able to get through
quietly a Bill to increase his salary. It is undoubtedly
objectionable to the Opposition to be asked to quietly con-
sent to an increase in the case of this man. We have very
vivid recollections of the irregularities in the gazetting of
members after the last election, and we cannot be expected
to forget or forgive the conduct of that man. It is our duty
to bring the matter pointedly before the House as well as be-
fore the country in order to warn any man who permits him.
self to be made the tool ot any Government for the time
being that his case will receive special attention when he
applies to Parliament for an increase of salary. We do not
want unreasonably to pounce on Mr. Pope, but we cannot for-
give and will not forget for years his action in regard to the
gazetting. We have now the same strong objection to
granting an increase to his salary as we had when it was
brought before the House before. It appears on the face of
it as a reward for conduct decidedly objectionable to us
although it might be pleasing to hon. gentlemen opposite,
and it cannot be expected that we will quietly sit and per-
mit a Bill or resolution to pass and to forget and forgive the
injustice done to us at the last election in the gazetting of
the returns of representatives of the people. It is quite
clear that that gentleman has been removed from the
position he ocecupied owing to the irregularities having
taken place, and had he coutinued to discharge the
duties of Clerk of the Crown in Chaneery we would have
looked forward to similar irregularities occurring again.
The First Minister deemed it to be his duty to remove him
and give him another position, and then he brought & resolu-
tion before the House to increase Mr. Pope’s salary, That
resolution was withdrawn when first presented ; whether it
was passed last Session I am not positive, but Iam under the
impression it was not. At any rate we cannot be expected
to sit quietly here and allow an increase to be granted to a
man for whom we have the ntmost contempt for the course
taken by him in connection with the gazetting of the returns
of members at the last election.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). It is greatly to be regretted
that this party should have been retained in the public
service. Two years ago his conduct was made the sub-
ject of discussion; an explanation was demanded from
him by the House for his gross disregard of the provisions
of the Hlection Law and of his duties under that law.
He sent down to the House a statement utterly devoid
of truth, one which upon the face of it disclosed the
fact that he had the effrontery to make an indecently
false statement to this House. The Government came
down a few weeks later with a proposal toadd $400 or $500 to
Mr, Pope's salary, to increase his salary as Clerk of .the
Crown in Chancery, to increase the salary of a man who
showed such utter disregard of the duties which devolve
upon him under the law. It was perfectly obvious to every
member on both sides of the House that this proposed
increase of Mr. Pope's salary was a reward for his miscon-
duct in office, that there was an attempt made on the part
of hon. gentlemen who sit upon the Treasury benches to

Mr. McMuLLEN,

reward & man who was guilty of this couduct and who by
that maifeasance of office had interfered with the rights and
liberties of the electors of this country. There can be no
doubt of that. We find then, Sir, when the Government
were compelled on that occasion to withdraw the proposal
to increase Mr, Pope’s salary in order to get along with the
public business, that they undertake to keep what
seems 10 be their engagements with Mr. Pope by
transferring him from that eoffice to another office
and by increasing his salary from $2,250 to $2,800.
Now, I say that a grosser and more flagrant act of
misconduct on the part of a public officer cannot
well be conceived; a gross act of misconduct that is
only surpassed by the proposition of the Government to
reward him for his misconduct in this particular way. I
regrel, Sir, that the duty of submitting an estimate of this
sort should devolve upon the hon. gentleman, the Minister
of Agriculture. I am of opinion, and I hope I do the hon.
gentleman no more than justice to say, that his sense of
justice must have revolted at a proposition of this sort. Why,
Sir, every member in this House knows that Mr. Pope,
under the Act, is required to gazette the returns of mem-
bers to this House in the order in which he receives them.
Every member on both sides of this House knows that Mr.
Pope did not do that. We know that he did this: that he
purposely withheld the returns which he received from
being gazetted, and that the result was that he gave, in
gome instances, those who were opposed to the members
returned at least thirty days longer than the law gave them
to protest the elections. The hon. member for Northum-
berland (Mr. Mitchell) was not gazetted for four weeks
after the returns received by Mr. Pope, aud I myself was
not gazetted for upwards of four weeks after that return
was in his hands. Other hon. gentlemen were treated in
exactly the same way. There were eighty members on this
side of the House who were not gazetted as the law re-
quired they should be gazetted. We suppose that this House
represents the people. We suppose that the electors are
upon & footing of equality, and that the members returned
to this House are upon a footing of equality before the law,
I ask the hon. gentlemen opposite to put themselves in our
places. Our whole rystem of responsible government is a
system of forbearance, Itis necessary that the hon, gentle-
men who command the majority in this House should deal
fairly and honestly with those who are in the minority, and
that they, above all others, should see that the protection
that the law intended should be given to the minority, is
extended to them, I want to know in what way those hon.
gentlemen who sit upon the Treasury benches bave dis-
charged this part of their duty. T want to know if they were
on this side of the House, and we were on that side
of the House, whether they would be willing that
the opportunities for contesting their elections should
be extended for three or tfour weeks beyond the
time fixed by law, I want to know whether they
would be satisfied with the conduct of this public officer
who is sworn to discharge the duties that the law imposes
upon him, and that the First Minister who would lead us
should enter into a contract with that officer, that he
should disregard his oath of office, that he should deal un-
fairly and unjustly with the Opposition, and that he should
extend the time that the law gave for enquiring into the
due returns of these members, and that he should receive a
reward of $400 or $500 a year as compensation for his in-
famy and misconduct in that matter. This is in effect
what the hon. gentlemen on that side of the House have
done, and this is in effect what the Administration has made
the hon. Minister of Agriculture do in this instance. The
hon. Minister says that this appropriation was provided for
by law. Ifit were so it would not be in those estimates.
It would be a statutory appropriation.
Mr. CARLING. 1t is a statutory appropriation.
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Mr, MILLS (Bothwell). Then it should not be here. The
hon. gentleman will see that he is giving to this officer
$550,000.

An hon. MEMBER, Take off the thousand.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I sbould say $650 a year more
than he received before; more than the officer who pre.
ceded him in office, and more than is given to any chief
clerk in any other department of the Government, Why,
Sir, what construction is to be put upon that? It is simply
this: that this officer, or any public officer who
chooses to be gnilty of malfeasance in office as a servant of
the Government, and in the interest of the Government, and
against the opponents of the Government, may look to the
Government for the reward of his infamy. I, Sir, as a re-
presentative of the people in this House, protest against this
conduct. I protest against it as utterly subversive of the
principles of parliamentary government, and I trust that
no hon. gentleman on this side of the House, who wishes to
gee the law fairly administered will give his countenance
and sapport to a proposition that is so monstrous in itself.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). If it is a statutory allowance
that $2,800 must be given to the occupant of that office, bat
the gentleman who now occupies it should never have
been appointed. That is the ground we take. We hold on
this side of the House, and we think gentlemen on the other
side of the House should hold, that when & public servant
has been convicted of such dereliction of duty amounting to
a positive mslfeasance of office as that gentleman was
proved to have been guilty of on the floor of this Parlia-
ment, he should be punished, and when it was impossible
for any Minister in the House to rise to defend his conduot
or a single soul of all the supporters of the Government to
eay one word in justification of what he had done, then,
Sir, I say it was conclusively proved that he was not a fit
subject for promotion. It is an outrage on this Parliament
and nothing shortof an outrage. It is an outrageondecency
that the Government should come down with a proposition
to raise the salary of this individual.

Mr, MILLS (Bothwell). And to make him a judge too.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant,) Sir, consider the position he
was in, Occupying a judicial office and sworn to do his
duty, he received the returns sent to him by the different
returning cofficers, His sworn duty was to gazette the
returns of those members as they came to him. It was
evident on the face of it that instead of doing what the law
required, he selected the Conservatives and gazetted their
returns immediately, but in the case of the Liberals, the
opponents of the Government, he deliberately let their
returns lie for week after week, week after week, and week
after week, till it ran to three or four weeks in some cases.
I, myself, on coming to Parliament, had to take the precau-
tion to bring the certificate of the returning officer in my
pocket, for T was not sure whether I would be permitted on
the floor of this House at all, my return not having been
gazetted until, I believe, the Saturday before the House
opened. Sir, it is not personal animosity in this case, but
the interest of the country demands that this matter shall
be denounced. It is only common justice, and the purity
of the country demands that this thing shall be denounced,
and denounced at every Session and at every opportunity
a8 long as the Governmeut persist in what they are now
doing. Why, Sir, the Minister told us to-night in reference
to another gentleman who occupied a position in the Civil
Service that he'hsd been reduced from the rank of chief
clerk to a lower rank. Then, Sir, there is such a thing as
promotion by way of degradation of rank known to the
Government. I would ask what the gentleman was guilty
of, that he was lowered to an inferior rank? I amnotin a
position to say what he was guilty of, but I venture to say
it was impossible for him to have been guilty of a fouler
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transaction than this man was guilty of whose salary we
are now asked to inorease. I make these remarks, and [
make them somewhat warmly, not on my own account, for
I have no feeling of revenge against him, but I say he out-
raged the principles of common fairness, of common justice,
and of common decency. It is little short of an outrage on
Parliament to ask us to inorease his salary as a reward for
such services as he may have rendered in the interest of
anyone be he who he might. The Government should be
above taking advantage of services rendered in suck a way.
But, Sir, when we find they were sitting there without de-
fending the man who was not present to defend himself, we
were forced to attack him. He had committed the offunce,
and their duty was to have defended him if his conduct was
capable of defence. Incapable of defending him, as they
proved themselves to be, I ask what is their effrontory in
coming forward aund asking this Parliament, year after
year, to sanction an increase of salary to that man, whose
conduct not one of them dared to defend when it was chal
lenged in this House. -

Mr, TUPPER. I think hon. gentlemen opposite, par-
ticularly the two hon. gentlemen who last addressed this
Committee, have entirely forgotten the facts connected
with the case they pretend now to discuss, The hon. mem-
ber for Bothwell (Mr, Mills) has stated that, so far as his
recollection went, nothing had been said on this side of the
House, when this man's conduct was arraigned and when
his character was violently assailed, as it has been assailed
to-night, on a basis largely and chiefly composed of the
suspicions of hon. gentlemen opposite. Just after they
came from the country, smarting under a defeat, and found
themselves to their surprise and chagrin in a very large
minority, those gentlemen suspected that some man must
have been guilty of great misconduct for their being
placed in such a position ; and when they found that cer-
tain prominent hon. gentlemen on the ministerial side of
the House were first gazetted, and many prominent
gentlemen on the other side were gazotted lator, their sus-
picion was that that must have been the result of a plot.

Some hon, MEMBERS. 8o it was.

Mr. TUPPER. Hon, gentlemen have no proof of that.
They sat there as a responsible Opposition. They sat
there with certain powers under the Rules of this House,
and to this day they have been able to do no more than
produce those returns in the Gazette, and on that basis
charge this man with all the crimes in the calendar. I
was able myself on that occasion to point out—as merely a
coincidence, and to show that their presumption was not
altogether sound —that becanse these returns appeuared in the
way they described them, misconduct or malfeusance
occurred—1 was able to point out that, in 1874, whon hon.
gentlemen opposite were in office, the same irregularities
to s