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THE COLLEGES OF CANADA.
1I.
The McGill University.
’ { Continued fron our last.)

Other causes will also account for the slow progress of the

institution.
The distance
from town of
thesite select-
cd for the
erection of the
buildings was
R serious im-
pediment  to |
the attendun-
ceof day scho-
lars, and the
wnsuccessful
attempt at a
boarding hou-
se which was
then made,
was  equally
injurions  to
the whole un-
dertaking. But

probably the
greatest obsta- -

s

purely elementary instruction {o that of the highest bran-
ches ; and it is obvious that ina country like ours, it is diffi-
cnlt to start otherwise. For many years back (and it will
be the same perhaps for many years to come) few parents
could be inducead to follow the more regular course of sending

their children
first to a pri-
mary school ,
and 2next to
the higher
classes of ins-
titutions. The
schoel to
E wlich they
had first bhecen
| senthadevery
B chance of be-
g ing their first
j an. last sta-
tion 3 and if
B the parents
changed the
child from onc
place o ano-
ther, they lit-
tle dreamt of
{ allowing him
to remain to

cle in its' way, was the want ofa Jjunior demrtrﬁént or

preparatery school connected with- it. All our other insti-i

tutions have gradually raised from the teaching of almost

the age of fifteen or sixteen in a high school, so as to
enter & university immediately after. The second school
they went to, was sure to be the last however limited
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its programme might have been. A high school equi-
valent to the lower and middling classes of the old colleges
of the country, would have materially helped the McGill
University in its infuncy ; and it is a remarkable fuct that
the commencement of its present prosperous era coincides
with the incorporation with it of the Montreal High School.

It was not before the year 1843, that statutes were framed
for the government of the college ; and in the same yeuar a
chair of divinity and two professorships in the fuculty of arts
were established. .

The buildings which had been commenced in 1839, were
then completed and although parts of them are still in an
unfinished state, they were ready for the reception of stu-
dents on the 7th of September.

The original plan of these buildings embraced a center
building and two wings connected by corridors. Only the
center building and one wing on the left side haveas yet been
erected. Since the erection of Burnside Hall, they have
been occupied as residences by several of the officers
of the college, and Mr. Fronteau, the professor of French
receives in one of them a certain number of pupils as boar-
ders. Young men from the country or from Upper Canada
have the advantage under that arrangement of a very conm-
fortable boarding house, together with that of learning the
French language from one who is highly conversant with
all its niceties and difficulties.

As may be seen by the accompanying engraving the
College buildings are placed in a commanding position and
are surrounded by a large space of ground, containing some
fine trees and which has been much improved recently by
planting and the formation of a central avenue. It is ex-
pected that the College authorities will ere long complete
the original design of the buildings, and hold in them the
classes of the faculty of arts as intended at the time of their
erection. When completed the whole front of the edifice will
be 350 feet, and elevated as it is on a terrace,and surrounded
by ornamental grounds, it will have a very imposing effect.
Even in its present state, the McGill College is one of the
most remarkable objects in the scenery of the mountain of
Montreal, and never fails to attract the attention of the
tourist. .

The huge wall i rear of the College is the terrace or
embankment of the reservoir of the city water-works ,
deserving attention and which draws many visitors to that
spot. The site of the College buildings as we have said
was for many years at a very inconvenient distance from
what was then the city of Montreal; but it must be
admitted that the directors cannot be blamed for its selection,
particulasly if they then had in view the rapid development
which the city is acquiring every day.

We were much amused a few days ago, in looking at the
engravings in i book published.the very year in which the
foundations of the College buildings were Jaid. (1) Most of the
edifices, which are seen in the plates, have disappeared and
are replaced by others of much greater dimensions and of
much better appearance. Tracts of land which were then

(1) Hochelaga depicta, by N. Bosworth, Montres), 1830,

gardens and fields are now covered with elegant houses ; in
fact, are the handsomest wards of the city.

In these engravings the General Hospital, in Dorchester
street, seems to stand in the middle of a field, and the McT'a-
vish house, wiuch is near the McGill College buildingsat the
mountain, bas the appearance of a castle built in a forest.
Now, Sherbrooke street and the mountain itself to a great
distance beyond the priest’s farm, are covered with some of
the most beautiful residences of the country, which ure daily
springing up in every direction. If we may judge of what
will tuke place during the next twenty years by what we
have seen since 1839, we can say without fear that the present
site will then be a very centrul and eligible one. At all
events it affords a most delightful view of this elegant and
glitterit.g city , which is perceptibly growing under our
eyes, and a distunt glimpse of the blue waters of the St.
Lawrence with its many verdant islands.

To return to the early history of the College, we find that
the first professors appointed in 1823 were: Principal and
professor of Divinity, the Revd. G. J. Mountain, D. D. of
the University of Cambridge ; professor of moral philosophy
and learned langunges, the Revd. J. L. Mills, D. D., of
Oxford ; professor of history and civil law, the Revd. J.
Strachan, D. D., from Aberdeen ; professor of mathematics
and natural philosophy,the Revd. J. G. Wilson, A. M. from
Oxford ; professor of medicine, Thomas Fargues, M. D.,
from Edinburgh. The first degree conferred by the Colle e
was that of M. D. on Mr. W. L. Logie, 24th May 1833.

In 1839 the only professors that were counected with the
institution were those in the medical department ; they
wera as follows : Dr. Holmes, professor of chemistry and
pharmacy; Dr. Robertson, of the theory and practice of
medicine ; and Dr. Stephenson, of anatomy and physiology.
There were besides two lecturers, Dr. George Campbell,
on surgery and Dr. Archibald Hall, on materia medica.

From the opening of the buildings in 1843 to the year
1850, there does not seem to have been great progress made,
if we judge of it by what js said in the written address pre-
sented by Judge Day, president of the board of governors, to
His Excellency the Governor General, on the 7th of October
1856, on the inauguration of the new building of Burnside
Hall. ¢ The institution thus started was not successful, it
« received no general support and dragged on « languishing
« existence from year to year without apparent hope of im-
« provement. Its utterly prostrate condition at length
“ attracted attention and in 1850 the provincial government
¢« was moved by a number of public spirited gentlemen to
“ aid in an endeavour to place it on a better footing.”

In the year 1853 the High School of Montreal was incor-
porated with McGill Cullege, and became a distinct depart-
ment of the institution. The first building of Bumnside
Hall was erected the same year and opened to the pupils in
March 185%4. It contained the College departinent, the
offices, library and museum of the University, and the High
Schocl. From that time, the whole of the operations of the
institution were carried on in the city in 2 most central
position, and the result was immediately felt by a large
increase of students in every department.
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One sad peenliarity in the history of our Colleges which
our readers must have already noticed in that of the Laval
University is their frequent destruction by fire. It is so
with almost every public building in Canada. ‘There is
hardly a church of some importance which has not heen
rebuilt three or four times ; and the country has suflered.in
an intellectual as well as in a financinl point of view to an
immense extent by the repeated conflugrations of our houses
of parliament, national libraries and national archives. The
cause is obvious. The cheapness of timber in this country
is such that, with the exception of the outside walls, every
building is almost exclusively composed of combustible
materials. This may answer for private individuals who
can compensate their losses by paying a premium to an ins-
urance compary ; but the caseof public institutions having
invalnable books, docaments and collections is a very diffe-
rent one. In
the United
States most of
the public col-
lections have
been placed
ig  buildings
where a stick
of wood is not
to be found,
and among
others, the li-
brary of the
state of New
York in Alba-~
ny, has been
made altoge-
ther fire proof
at an addi-
tional expense
of ahout one
third of the
cost ofan ordi-

FOR LOWER CANADA.

high, 106 feet in length by 60 feet in breadth with a
projection in the rear, and an adjoining building for the
secretary’s oflice and porters residence. Its style is plain
but symetrical and in its internal arrangements and furni-
ture it is well deserving of the attention of persons engaged
in the direction of educational institutions. The lower story
consists of a large hall seated with single chairs and double
desks, on the modern plan, for 200 pupils, and five large reci-
tation rooms. This part of the building accommodates the
High School department. The second floor contains a con-
vocation hall, capable of seating 300 persons and used for
the public meectings of the University and for popular lectures.
four large class rooms fitted up to seat the classes of the
faculty of arts, and a library and museum. Every room in
the building is provided with ventilating flues terminating
in two large Emerson’s ejectors, in the roof, and heat is sup-
plied by two
of  Chilson’s
furnacesin the
basentent.

(T be cantinued. )
P. 3. 0. CHAUVEAL,

—

INFANTS' SCHOOLS

A lecture made:
beforethe Teu-
chers® Associa-
2ion in connea-
ton 1with the
McGiill Nor-
malSchool, by
Proressonr

Hicks.

The  Intan
School and its
system, al-
though intended
for the training
of a large num-
ber of children
assembled un-

nary building.

The floors are paved with tiles, the beams, window-sashes,
&e.,are all iron, and the shelves are a kind of porcelaine
like that in use for the ornamental parts of the Russian sto-
ves in this country.

However, Burnside Hall, having been built on the princi-
ple universally adopted in Canada, there was no reason why
its libraries and collections should not share in the common
fate, and on one cold winter evening, in & few hours the great-
est part of them was reduced to ashes. This was on the 2d
of February 1856. The government immediately placed the
old High School (Belmont street,) at the disposal of the
directors, and the classes were continued in that building
almost without interruption. The activity displayed by
the Board of governors was such that on the 7th of October
a new Burnside Hall was solemnly inaugurated.

It isa brick building on the site of the old one, at the
corner of Dorchester and University streets. It is two stories

der one roof,
must not be considered as only deserving the attention of those
professionally engaged in instructing the young. They have claims
upon all. The mother who desires to train up her children men-
tally and morally in such a manner as to ensure, in 2 great degree
their future happiness, the sister who has her duties to perform
towards the younger branches of the family, the father, brother,
indeed all may profit by investigating the principles upon which
infant instruction is based. Infant teaching, then, is based upon
the fact that the dispositions, or impulses of the mind are accessible
in eatly life to training, and as the neglect of these leads invariably
to grave errors, the sooner we begin this education judiciously the
better. Precept, altho 2h full of importance, will not always pro-
tect the youngy from evy example, which operates in 2 contrary
directivn, it therefore becomes important 1o add eomething to
strengthen the precept, and that we find in good moral and religions
training, which forms the second prominent feature in every well
conducted Infants’ School. As far as intellectual training is con-
cemned, one of the first faculties of the mind brou%l;t into play 18
perception, or that power of the thinking part of our being by which
cognizance is taken of objects presented to the senses. “By the aid
of the senses we ascertain the shape, colour, size, &c., of objects,
and it is the training of the judgment in makin. “ise of these senses
that constitutes one great feature of our infant system.
The third has referenc o the physical training of the child,
and as this forms 80 obvious a portion of the daily routine of the
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school, I need not take up much of your time in speaking of it.
Nature herself has happiliy provided for the maintenance of this
art of education by implanting in the child_an intense desire to
teep constantly in motion. Its curiosity is unbounded. We, who
have reached an age that has allowed us much _past time to inspect
the nature, qualitics, and uses of most of the objects daily preseuted
to our notice, pass with indifference thousands of things that meet
us in our daily path, but the young child just begiuning to notice
the objects that meet him at every step, has an untried field before
him; curious appli:mces mee. him at every step; the simple open-
mi; of the Jid of a box is an unsolved mystery over which lie spends
a Jong five minutes ; and a new toy presents to his view, combi-
nations of colouts, newness of form, and a variety of beauties, which
absorb all his atiention. These keep him constantly in wotiap ;
and under proper trainiug the physical development of the limbs
proceeds with daily accessions of strength and freeness of motion.
It appears then that the training of the infant can be divided into
three parts

1st. Religtous training ;—2nd. Mental tranung, and 3rd. Physical
traming.
RELIGIOUS TRAINING.

In this part of a teaches’s duty the first care should be to lay an
eazlj' foundation for the love of God, with such illustrations of his
goodness as present themselves to the child in daily life. His
goodness and mercy in supplying our daily food—in clothing the

easts of the field—in sending the sun toripen the corn, and to give
us light ; and the rain from heaven to water the earth—all these
things should be brought forward to confirm our statements ; and
where opportunitios admt, texts of scripture of a suitable nature
should ge added.
MENTAL TRAINING.

The mental training, or the developing of the mental facuities, of
which perception is the earliest and most important, demand much
care and study. Its object is to enable the child in its enquiry
after truth to arrive at just conclusions. Another great purpose
answered by this important part of the infant teacher’s labour is to
excite in the child a disposition to investigate cvery object that
comes before its eyes in such a manner, that in its search after
knowledge, it may be led to take a road that will lead to a success-
ful result This can be best carried out by lessons on objects that
are calculated to arrest the attention of the infant mind.

It must not however be supposed that this has reference only to
those objects which are occasionally seen arranged on the shelves
of Infants® Schools ; very often covered with dust, and used merely
as ornaments. Almost everything of a portable nature may be
brought under the notice of a class of infants. A simple leal from
a neighbouring trece may afford a subject for a gallery lesson replete
with food to strengthen the expanding min.l. An apple, or a pear,
or a beautiful cherry with its raddy hue, may excite the enthusiastic
teacher to exert all his eloquence to win the attention of his listen-
ing flock, and to pour instruction into the ready ear. Ti » qualities
of objecis, their differences of form, the surfaces of objects, the
lcng!h, breadth and depth of common things, may all be invested
with interest, and act the useful part.

We will suppose a feucher standing in front of a gallery of 60
infants, from the age of three to wix; the httle creatutes fresh,
from the playground, where they have satisfied their desire to exer-
cise their physical energies, bringing the mind in its turn, ready
to undergo necedful training. The teacher produces a flower-pot
containing a flower in bloom, or just about to cxpand its lovely
blossoms. Who that has had the gratification of drawing out the
minds of children, does not feel the power of such a teachers’ H)OSi-
tion, not only to arrest the attention of these before him, not only to
develop the intellectual faculties, but to_strengthen those good
feclings of nature upon which the moral dignity of the future man
may be built with a sure and certain fonndation? The taste may
be Tefined by the beauty of the form, the colour of the leaves, and
the loveleness of tho flowers; the < form of beauty which is born
m man may be fostered and excited by the entire object as an
ornament of nature, but the intelligent teacher, who lovks upon the
little ones before him as so many immortal souls who are jourieying
towards a vetter land, where there are things which tg\e ear has
not heard, and which the eye has not seen, will not fail to centre all
in the great truth that every trace of omament is owing to His
creative wisdom, of whom the christian poet beautifully says ¢ Not
a flower, but shows some touch, in freckle, steak orstain, of His unri-
valled pencil. He inspires their balmy odours, and impasts their
hues, and bathes their eyes in nectar, and includés in graing as

countless as the seaside sands the forms with which he sprinkles all
the eaith.”

It would give me much pleasure to enter more fully into the
advautages which the infunt teacher has in thus bringing his
charge into contact with objects skilfully treated, so as to draw out
the tender mind, but I am afraid that T shai! lengthen my paper
beyoud its limits, and leave no room for that discussion which will
olicat the remarks of many able to give their experience m this
important feature of wisdom, school education. It must howeve be
apparent that every one who has this most pliant period of infant
life entrusted to his care, occupies n position ofp the greatest moment ;
and the characteristics of sucB a one wili afford us an opportunity
of consideration, from which we -y derive great and enduring
benefit. He must have in the first place love of children; gool
temper and decidedly religious feeling ; ability to study the human
mind, and readiness of speech, which gt’eel more and more every day
to bo a great instrument in the hands of the intelligent man whether
in a private ora public position. It i3 only those that have had
much practice in schoolkeeping, and who have had daily opportu-
nities of noticing school teachers, that can fully appreciate the
advantage of the fluent teacher over one who has not had an oppor-
tunity by practice of biinging this important talent into play.
Without this fluency no instruction can be successful in that pic-
turing out of objects, &c¢., which forms a0 essential a part of infant
teaclung. In order to do this well it is essential that by careful
study we should ascertain how far the minds of very young children
reach in their endeavours to apprehend what 1s brought betore them.
Care must also be taken to use those terms which are simple yet
applicable, that the words may so far convey an idea of the object
which we desire to paint that the imagination of the child may
readily realize it. This can only be done by great practice, and
that careful watching of the childrens’® countenances, which if
groperly studied*will serve as a guage to measure how far success

as been attained.

This f)icturing out need not be corifined to objects such as are
generally used in schools, butit may be used to explain words, to
describe events, paint natura scenery, and anything that the mind
of the child is capable of grasping. "I need hardly mention that in
carrying out this system of word painting, the teacher must be well
up, to use a homely phrase, in all that relates to the different
methods of questioning, such as the elliptical method, the suggestive
method, the place of simultaneous response, besides that occa~
sional individual questioning which puts all the school upon the
aleit, and secures general attention. [mmediate results are not to
be expected in any school, much less in one where the gentle, but
sure nfluence of affectionate training can only be resorted to in
order to groduce good discipline and perfect control. We have all
read of the trials of Wilderspin, when he first began to teach his
untrained flock, of the clamour that assailed lus cars when the
parents had left the school room, of the expedient he adopted by
raising his wife’s cap on a pole, and swinging it around the room
(thus giving his first object lesson), of his after success, when his
warmest wishes were realized ; and who that has read this has not
felt that it was merely one instance out of mauy such commence-~
ments, which by perseverance and diligence have becume fur more
favourable to young teachers, than if their endeavours at the onset
had been attended with less tronble and difficulty. There arc
several other points of interest connected with Infant Schools, which
I should be happy to brirg before your notice, but these I am afraid
I must leave till some future opportunity when I shall be glad of an
occasion 1o enter again upon a stbject which I { el to be one of
grcaﬁ impoertance to all, and to none more than to the elementary
teacher.

Education of the Hand in FPenmanship,

Of that august personage, a Yedagogue in a district school, under
whose inspection (and spectacles) we took our first Jessons in the
chirographic art, we have this distinct recollection : Whenever he
announced the “1ime to write,” and we were fairly at work with
pen, rule, plummet, and copy, he scldom failed to add, with a good
deal of emphasis, this special direction in regard to the exercice :
« Let it be short, very choi.”” A very judicious admonition indeed,
and one that will apply equally well, perhaps, to any suggestions
that may be made in regard to inslruction in penmanship. At any
rate we shall act in_aecordance with our appreciation of its appro-
priateness, and shall make this article short.

It is now qmite common, and quite proper also, as it seems to us,
for children to commence writing at an early age ; nence it devolves
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upon female teachers, in a great measure, to give the initiatory
instruction in this branch,—a branch so variously, and, in many
instances, so badly taught. The particular points to which the early
teacher in this branch must give special attention, are mamly theso:
to aid the pupil in gaming a clear perception of the form ot the
letters to be made ; to train the mauscles of the haud and arm, that
the execution of their movements shall produce a character strctly
in accordance with the perception of its form; a knowledgo of the
elements of letters and therr combination 3 and the correction and

revention of bad habits in the position and movement of the
ingers, hand, &c.

It is to the second of these particulars that we wish to call atten-
tion in this article—the training of the muscles. It should not be
inferred, however, that we pass over the first, and neglect to nouce
the other two, on account of their tnvial or minor importance. Far
from «t. But we propose to do one thing only at a time, and we
select this because we think it seldom receives the attention it
deserves 3 and by many teachers, especially those who have them-
selves been badly taught, it is scarcelly understood at all.

Neglect of an early aud proper training of the muscles of the
fingers, hand, and arm, will invariably resvlt in giving the pupil
a stiff, awkward, and undesirable handwriting, and one the execution
of which is always itksome and unsatisfactory to the writer. It is
equally true that such a style may be corrected and improved in
propo]nion to the cultivation of proper habits and movements of the
muscles.

‘The fitst steps, the elementary processes, which ara so univer-
sally and so justly acknowledged to be the most impertant 1n ali
branches, are particularly and emphatically so in penmaunship ; and
most of all in the manual part of the exercice—the education of the
hand. This is true by'virtue of a physical law of the muscular
system. It is vastly easier to train the muscles correctly than
incorrectly, because a coriect movement, such a movement as is
required for good penmanship, is a free, easy, and natural one, and
one readily acquired, for the reason that the mauscles are by nature
adapted to just such a movement. Strickly speaking, 1t is simply
developing the natural powers of the muscles ; and development
always gives increased strength to those powers, aud additional
facility for varied and difficult” movements.  But a tigid, cramped,
and spasmodic movement is always executed with more or less
diffienlty, for the reason that the muscles are not adapted 1o such
a movement ; and if the habit is acquired, it will always be done
at the expense of a very irksome effort. Another important fact to
be borne in mind here is, that in youth, while the muscles are pliant,
cushioned in fat, and abundantly supplied with nervous sttmulus
and nutritious blood, their movements are executed easily and
rapidly. WNot that they can, without instruction, perform difficult
and artistic movements with the pencil or pen, but they can easily
be trained, and their niovements will soon become a matter of habit.
Later in life the muscles are not so tractable. Even good habits
cannot be so easily acquired, and bad ones are corrected only with
great difficulty—so great, indeed, that, n a majority of cases, they
are not corrected at all.  You may train the young sapling and the
tender vine-root ; but the sturdy tree yields ouly when broken,
and the full-grown viue holds even the giant cak 1n its strong em-
braces. Here will be scen the propriety of heginning to write at an
early age, when we can avai ourselves of this superiority of youth-
ful muscle. The vast importance of correct instruction at this time
will also be seen, that there shall be in after hife no necessity for
unlearning or correcting, bad hahits—a work, as we have said
above, of so great difficulty.

In this matter of training the hand there is need of more specific
instruction than teachers of writing in our common schools usually
furnish. The directions frequently given ore something like the
following: ¢« Keep the wrist and forearm free and move easily and
freely across the paper. In all cases follow the copy exactly.”
Now how are the little chubby hands, unused as yet to act with
precision, and wholly undisciplined, 10 execute those movements
which require the trained hand of an expert, perhaps of an astist?
Snch a requirement 1s simply absurd. ¢« Be careful,” says the
teacher, ¢ be careful 3 make no stray marks, and don’t write Tast.”
The whole spirit of this injunction to the pupil, at the outset, 1s cal-
culated to discourage him and to “stiffen the knuckles.” Whatis
a stray mark in the first attemps_at writing ? Any slight departure
from the cogy may, we suppose, beso considered, if close imitation
is the first thing insisted upon and expected. But imitation is to be
attained only after the pupil has by instruction and practice become
capable of it. A person may laboriously imitate a pattern without
knowing much of the powers of the hand, the use of the pen, or the
best way of doing it; and we have sometimes known pupils who
would imitate 2 copy when we were sure they had learned but

little ot nothing of the art of writing. Again, must the pupil neces-~
sarily write slow? May not the movements of the pen be, compa-
anvely speaking, rapul and quek ? - Are slow movements always
enjotned 1n the mechawe arts, and in instrumental music 2

‘The hand, if properly tramed, is capable of executing rapid move-
ments, even at an early stage of its education.  If there 13, before-
hand, a clear conception ol the letter, and the muscles aro obedient
to the will, the letter may be formed rapidly and accurately. If
with an wndefinite purpose, or scarcely no purpose at all, the pen is
placed upon the paper, and after its movement is commenced a
pause is made, to cast the eye to the copy te study its form and
ﬁattern, and then the pen isagam started, bhndly, as it were, or

y way o} expeniment, of course all its movements will be slow and
uncertam, especiatly in their results.  That rapidity in writing is
desirable, none will deny. Those who are called upon to compose
frequently and rapidly, and with a style of handwriting slow and
diflicuit of oxecution, know what a bindrance a slow-moving and
achaing hand 1s to the current of thought. Many of our happiest
spontaneous thoughts must be recorded at the instant they mamfest
themselves, or the train of ideas they would suggest is lost forever.
A mechanical power in the hand equal to this current of ideas is
absolutely necessary for profitable composition.

Rapidity of execution, therefore, in penmanship is, after legibilty,
the most 1mportant object to be secured. That it is attainable is no
more than every prolessional or amateur teacher of penmanship
maintaivs, and proves, if he is a skilful and successful instructor.

The old practice of giving pupils straight lines for the firat copy
18, We are happy to say, nearly obsolete. To draw such a line is
u feat that an arust does not felicitate himself upon until lus expe-
rience has been considerable. To draw it for the sake of practice,
merely, is poor policy indeed ; for it needs considerable judgment to
begin with, aud requires but little variety of movement in the mus-
cles. Commencing with a copy-book that must be preserved, and
every character of which must be ¢ shown to the committee and
visitors,’” is, we think, equally objectionable. What, then, it may
be asked, shall be the first ex-rcise ? We will answer that question.

Place « sheet of paper before the pupil, and with a pen execute a
few plawr movements, such as letters, parts ot letters, or simple
« flourishes.” Do this in the presence of the pupil, and not at home
0 your uwn room, nor n the school-room after school 13 dismissed,
where cupies are usually « set.?” Let 1t be seen how you doat.
Then require the pupil repeatediy to do the same, or something
similar—not necessarily the same, however. Be very sparing of
criticism, and let one object simpty be before the mnd, namely :
to induce the pupil to use the pen freery and without restraint. "I
he is inclined to make other c¢haracters thau the copy, or to make
« flounishies ? ad libitum, it 1s equally well. Not that a hand-
writing abounding in flourishes is desirable. 1t is not. But the first
movements of the pen will have very little to do with the style of
the handwnting yet to be formed.

This exercise is to be considered as a muscular discipline. Insist
upon its being a frequent one, and if it 13 done pretty much regard-
less of copy, or of the lines upon the paper, make na objection,
provided there is discermble an improvement in the free swing of
the muscles, and the off-hand movement of the pen.  Young pupils
often have a fancy for a particular letter, or letters, as written by a
seatmate, or some friend, and are quite inclined to 1mitate them.
Let 1t be done, and doae freely. If the whole exercise 1s treated as
one mere.y to give free play and development to the muscles, and
18 not crampedbby arbitrary rules, there will soon be noticed an im-
provement, and one of which the pupn: himself will be fully aware
—a matter of no small moment, as consciousness of success stimu-
lates to greater and more careful effort. Teachers cannot have
failed to observe that this same principle and result of {ree and eas
practice is almost daily exemplified in particular cases under their
notice. In most schools there are pupils, more or less, who are
auch employed with the peu, or pencil, in writing, drawing, - nd
scribbling. Tt is done at the expense of prodigious quantities of
paper, and is frequently accompanied with an amount of scratching
and noise that is quite annoying. Moreover, the practice is inces-
sant, unless checked or prevented. But the result of the whole
matter is, such pupils almost invariably acquire an easy, elegant,
and uniform hand-writing.

Let this practice of the muscles be continued until there has been
acquired a facility of movement in th: hand, and a command over
1, that shall make the pupil fully conscious of considerable execu-~
tive power with is pen. It may require many days, perhaps some
weeks ; but in all cases the skill acquired will amply repay the
effort and time required for its attainment. This having been
accomplished, .the pupil is now prepared to give attention to the
details of the elements of letters, and also theirparticular form,
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which he will soon be able 10 execute with great ease, rapidity,
and exactness. Of this latter branch of the sugject, however, it is
not our present purpose to speak.

That a course of training like the above, thoroughly and judi-
ciously practised, will accomplish a good purpose, we have the
best of evidence—the evidence of entire success wherever it has
been faithfully tried. Many who are mnow successlully testing
their powers as ekilful and rapid writers, in the oftice, counting-
toom, and elsewhere, can bear ample testimony to its utility, as a
course emunently caleulated to commence well the initiatory steps
of accomplished per:manship.,— Massachusetts Teacher.

Catechism on Methods of Teaching,

TRANSLATED FROM DIESTERWEG’S ¢ ALMANAC,” (Jahrh. -h,) For
1855 axp 1856,

BY DR, HERMANN WIMMER.

(Continued from our lust.)
HI. Amtusmeric, (Rechen-Unterricht,) By A. Dinsterwre.

1.  What has brought arithmetic into the common school ?

The wants of daily life—natenial necessity. Its introduction was
historically the first of those which caused a change in the organ:-
zation of schools. (Rabanus Mautus, in the ninth ceatury, recom-
mended arithmetic and geor ctry, because they open mysteres,
because the Bible speaks of cyphering and measuring, because we
learn by it to measure the ark of Noah, etc.)

2. Isthis the only reasonwhy the present convmon school teachers
retain this instruction, and consider 1t indispensably necessary ?

Notat all. They have recognized in the right treatment of
number, and of its application to daily life, an excellent discipline
of the mind ; the formal object is added to the material one.

3. How do they compare in value ?

‘The formal object has the preference ; in no case is it to be sub-
ordinate ; the development of the mental powers is in every school
the chief point. But they do not exclude one aaother ; quite the
contrary. The formal end is attained just so faras the matter to be
understood is worked through.

4. What motives decide on the choice und arrangement of the
matter?

First, the ¢ formal’? motive ; i. e., regard to the mental uature of
the children, the luws of human development; and especial regard
to the individual nature of the learner; next, various external cir-
cumstances—differences of place and time, and of schools, The
first motive is universally the same ; it dictates the management
of the number ; the second directs the application of the number,
or calculation.

5. How far ought ull to advdnce in arithmetic?

The maximum can not be stated ; nor the minimum either, at
least in regard to the degree of formal development. It remams to
point out the material minimum, and this_requires_every child to
be able to solve the common problems of every day life. It is
neither necessary nor possible, that all scholars should reach the
same point.

6. What is to be thought of prescribed rules and formulas ?

. They are to be eutirely anhihilated. No operation, not understood
in its reasons, should be performed, or learned. The scholar must
be able not to demonstrate mechanically dach operation, but to give
the simple reasons which justify it to the mind. The right deduc-
tions from the nature of the number and of its relations, are to prove
its correctness.

7. Wherewith must instruction in arithmetic begin ?

With the numbering of real objects, (cubes, little tods, fingers,

etc.)

8. Wiat inductive means are mext employed, and how long is
their use continued ?

The teacher next proceeds to the use of artificial meaus, as lines,
points, cyphering rods, Pestalozzian tables, etc , and continues.to
Fract:ce the simple changes of number with them, until the pupil
1as a perfectly clear idea of the numbers and of their quantities.

9. What next ?

The teacher advances 1o the use of figures.

P 10. v;’lmt 18 the treatment of the number, with and without
gures

The latter always precedes the former; the written or slate arith-
metic every where follows mental arithmetic. Not only does the
culiivating power of arithmetic lie in the insight into the relations
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of number, but alsothe wants of practical life demand preéminently
skill in mental arithmetic.

11. Upon what chiefly depends that skill ?

First on the ability in handling the decimal principle, (Zekner-
gesetz ;) then on the ability to compare and analyze numbers.

12, How do the cxercises with so-called « pure’ and with applied
numbers, compare?

The former always precede ; application presumes abihity i
treating the puse nuwmber, This i)eing attained, questions, problems
and exercises follow ; together with denominate numbers, and theus
application to life.

13. Are the exerciseswith numbers from 1 to 100 to come in order
after the four rules, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division ?

No. All operations ought to be perfurmed successively with these
numbers 3 the regulated uniformity of the operations comes later.
(Grube, Schweitzer, etc.) .

14. Shall fractional arithmetic be entirely separated from ins-
truction in whole numbers ?

No. No. 13 forbids it, and makes it impossible ; even consmidered
in itself it would be improper.

15. Which points must be distinguished in pratical problems?

First, the understanding of the words.

Second, the relation of the question to the statement, o. of the
thing requived to the thing given.

Third, the uuderstanding of the way 1t which the unknown num-
ber depends on the number given.

Fourth, the finding of the unknown number from the given num-
ber ; that is, the calculation, oral or wntten.

16. What has the teacher to do in these four processes, when the
pupil can not proceed of his own strength? . .

n the first, the understanding of the words and things in their
relations must be explained, and often directly given.

In the second, what is required must be well distinguished from
what is given ; the propriety of the question must be accurately
considered.

The third pomt is to be brought out by means of questions, from
the teacher.

The fourth is an affair by itself, and is tho pupil’s concern.

An exercise is not complete and satisfactory, until the pupil is
able to explain these four points, one after another, orally, and
without any aid.

The teacher leads by questions, (by analysis ;) the pupil proceeds
by synthesis. ‘The former proceeds from: what is sought, the latter
from what is given.

17. How is talent for arithmetic to be recognized ?

Besides what has been said in No. 16,—by the independent
invention of new methods of solving the problems, of peculiar
processes, etc.

18. dh; what way may uniformity in arithmetical instruction be
gaine

By solving each problem rationally, according to the peculiar
nature of the numerical relations occaring in it, and consequently,
without admitting any external rule or formula, which on the con-
trary ought to result from the snbject itself. Uniformity lies in the
rational, transparent treatment, and, therefore, in the mind, not in
the 1orm.  Good rules, etc., are not indifferent, but they must follow
the observation of the thing.

19. Which is the most stmple, natural and appropriate form of
managing the problems externally ? .

Not the doctrine of Proportion; 1t is too artificial, and too difficult
for the common school ; nor the chain rule, etc. The best form in
slate arithmetic for the common school is the so-called «“Zweisatz,”
the fractional form, (bruchform,) which every where requires re-
flection. (Scholz.)

20, What isthe value of the so-called ¢ proofs” and abreviations 7

The proofs are, with a rational method, superfluous ; the latter
are of little value. A well guided pupil finds them out himself,
and if, in the highest class, some of them are pointed out to him,
their origin, and thus their correctness, must he demonstrated at
the same time. (1)

1V. GroMETRY, (Raundehre,) BY A. DIESTERWEG.

1. Is Geonstry required in the comnron school ?

No doubt, for it teaches the forms in which every thing ap’pears;
the shape of matter and the laws of those forms ; the laws of space
and of eatent in space ; the dependance of magnitudes and forms
on each other.

(1) No schoo! can do without an arithmetical text-book. Hence it sufficed 1o give here
x:e priuciplels‘. These contain the measure by which we have to judge of the value of
the text-book.
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2. Why 1s such knowledge considered as « requisite for general
cultivation ?

Because the whole mass of bodies, the universe, as well as man,
exists in space ; because without the knuwledge of the qualities of
space, man would be ignorant of that appearance of things which
belong to their 1nmost nature ; because geometry teaches how to
measure lines, surfaces and bodies, which knowledge is very ne-
vessury ; because withuut it man could not divine, that the distance
and size of the sun, moon and stars, could be detennined ; aud be-
cause he would even have no idea of the eatent of his own abode,
and of the mathematical, i. ¢., fundamental qualities of the same.
All thus is consequently requisite for general human cultivation, not
to speak of its practical value, as well for female as male education,
und therefore fur the commnou school, the schiodl of the pevple.
Without it, not the most indispensable part, but an essential part, of
education is wanting. .

3. What elements of geometry ure to be taught in the common
school? and in general what parts of it may be considered there ?

Spuce admits of “intuitive,”’ (anschauliche,) and a demonstrative,
(begriffsmaessige,) observation. ) . . .

The intuitive faculty of man perceives immediately objects in
space, bodies 1n their qualities and forms ; with the sense of touch
he perceives what opposes lum in space, the body and its external
form ; the sense of sight assists him, by determining extent and dis-
tance, and by companing and measunug them. These ate operations
of ezternul intuition. ‘The tellect abstracts the differentic of the
budies, and fixes the puie, mathematical form; and thus aids the
mterior pure, or mathematical tuition. Moreover, the logical
intellect, perceaving the dependence of magnitudes on each other,
their mutual conditions, the inference of the one from the other,
deduces and concludes. L.

‘The intuilive part of geometry is that elememtary part which is
proper for the common school. ~But thereby is not meant, that the
pupils should not learn the dependence of one thing on the glher 3
this even can not be avoided, it comes of itself ; but according to
the degree of ability, quickerand deeper with one than with another,
and one school will make more progress in it than another. Butthe
power to be immediately employed is the fuculty of observing—first,
the exterior, and then, and preéminently, the interior. The con-
clusions connected with that observation result therefrom spontane-
ously ; the intellect works without being ordered. Therefore, in
geometry, as every where--a fact, ignorance of \vluch! causes
much merely repetitions and lifeless teaching, as well as intellec-
tual dependence and immaturity—the teacher ought to lead the
scholar to immediate, true and vivid perceptions.

The strict or Euclidean geometry, with its artificial proofs, 1s not
fit for the common school, nor does it prosper there. .

4. What ismore particularly the subject of geometrical instruction
in the peoples’ school ? )

The qualities of (matheunatical) lines, surfaces and solids.

5. What method is to be pursued with it? .

‘The point of starting is taken in the physical body ; and from this
the mathematical one is as it were distilled. .

The order of single precepts or propositions is, as has been said, as
much as possible gcml:cay. Pedantry and auxiety are here, as
every where, prejudicial. The method, alvays intuitive, requires
originality, i. e., the evolving of every thing learned from_some
thing preceding ; aims at imwmediate spontansous understanding of
one thing through the other.

6. Whatis the immedwate purpose of this instruction ?

To understand the qualities of lines, plains and bodies ; to meas-
ure and caleulate them.

7. What instruments are used by the pupl ? .

Pen and pencil, for drawing ; compass aud scales, for measuring ;
the usual measures of lines, surfaces and bodies, for calculating.—
(Barnard’s, American Journal of Education.)

(70 be continued.)

Lessons in arithmetic.
ON VULGAR FRACTIONS.—No. 2. (1.)

V. Addition and subtraction of fractions:—Addition has been
defined as the process of finding one number, called the sum, which
achall be exactly equal ta two ot mare numbers. Fram this defiui-
tion it follows that' in oxder to add numbers representing objects,
they must be of the same kind or denomination ; for example it is
evident we cannot express in one sum 3 oranges x 5 apples; before

(1) Sea ourissues fur October and December 1857,

-3

the addition can be effected, but no duficulty eaists in the lullowing
cases 3s. x 58.,=8s., 10 marbles x 15 marbles =25 marbles.
Now let us endeavour toapply the above in the case of the addition

of two fractions. Sup{;usc an apple to be divided into 9 eyual parts,
3 of thege parts will be 3-ainths aud 6 pans, 5-ninths, nm‘ s
plain that the sum of S-ninths, and 3-mnths 13 S-mnths ; for as i
each care unity is divided intothe same number of parts, each part
is of the same size or value, and we wish 10 tind the sum ot 3 and
5 of those parts. Therefore when the denominators are ahike, we
simply add the numerators and retain the same deusmuator for vur
unew fraction. Again, let it be required to find the sum of ;3 and
314. Here the denominator of each fraction is different, and couce-
quently the size or value of the past is different ; that 1s, 2 parts of
unity of a certain size are to be added tu 3 parts of a different size.
Therefore, 2-thirds and 3-fuurths canuot be added while the frac-
tions remain respectively thirds and fourths, any more than £2 and
3 cruwus can be added, so long as the £ remain pounds, and the
crowns remain crowns. In the latter case however the addition can
be effected by expressing the value of the pounds and crowus by an
equivalent number of some common coin, as the shilling, of wfnich
the pound and crown are both multiples. In like manner 23 can
only be added together, when they are expresscd as fractions, whose
deuominations are some comaumon part of unity of which one-third
and one-fourth are respectively mujtiples. Now we have shiown that
any fraction may be expressed in a variety of formus by multiplyng
the numerator aud denominator by the same numher, and it 1s casy
to select two numbers 0.¢ of which multiplied into the numeiator
and denominator of the first fiaction and the other into the numerator
and denominator of the securd, shall reduce thie fractions tv a com-
mon denominator.

Thus the L. C. M. of 3 and 4=.12

and 273 = 2x73x1 =812 also 3p4 = 328)4x1 == 912

theretore ;3 x 34 8x%12 == 17712

Or 1t may be demonstrated by taking a lme and dividing 1t, that
13 == 412 anc therefore 93 =8;12; also, that )4 =3;12 and there-
fore 34 =912 Hence to add fractions, reduce them to a common
denominator add the numerators, and retain the common denominator
for the new fraction. _In the same manner 1t can be proved that to
subtract one fraction from another they must be reduced to a com-
mon denomnator. For it 1s evident we cannot compare quantities
referring to different things. Hence the rule will be similar to that
for addition, viz,—Reduce the fractions to a common denominator,
subtract the numerators, and retain the commmon denomnator.

VI. Multiplication of fractions.

We have already consiteied the case of the multiplication of a
fraction by a whale number, and 1t now remams to consider the
general case of the multiplication of a fraction b{ a traction. Take,
lor example, the two fractions 3j4 and 5;7, and let it be required to
find the product of 57 multiplied by :414. Now multiplication is
defined s the addition of a number "to itsclf as many times as 13
indicated by the multiplier: thus, 3 times 4 meaus 4 added'to itself
3 umes, as it 18 impossible 10 add 57 to 1self 3j4 times or 3;4 of &
time. ‘To ascertain then, what 1s meant by 5;7 muluplied by 34,
we must understand exactly what 3)4 means as that is our muiti.
plier. Now we have shown that every fraction has two meanings,
and according to the second of these 34 equal 171 of 3 ; theretore
314 x 5;7 isthe same thing as 134 of 24 x 5y7. But3x 57is 57
added to iself three times or 15;7, and 5,7 multiplied by 3j4 or 134
of 3 must give 1j4 of this result, which will evidently be the
required product, viz., 1528. It will be observed that this result
has really been obtained by multiplymg the numerators and deno-
minators of the fractions together. And it wiil be seen, that, 10
multiply any quantity by a fraction, 13 to add that quantity to atself,
as many times as there are units in the numerator of the fraction,
and to take such a part of this result, as is indicated by the deno-
minator of the fraction.

VIL.—Division of Fractions.—To divide one quantity by another,
is to find how many times the latter is contained in the former. It
is evident, from this definition, that numbers can only be compared
by this rule when they refer to objects of the same kind. A num-
ber of days, for instance, cannot be contained any number of times
in a number of acres ; but 3s is contained in 15s. five times, &c.
To divide then 8)9 by 4;9 is 10 find how often 4 ninths is contained
in 8 ninths. The answer is evidently 2 times or twice; for 8)9 are
exactly twice as many ninths as 49. Again let 1t be required to
divide 34 by 4)5. Reducing the fraciions 1o a common denominator,
314 divided by 4;5 is the same thing as 1520 divided by 16;20, and
from the precedlmg 16,20 is contained in 1520 as often'as 16 is
contained in 15 i. e. the quotient obtained by the division of 1520 is
the same as the quotient obtained by the division of 15 by 16. Now
we have proved that a fraction expresses the quotient obtained by
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the division of the numerator by the denominator; therefure the
result must be the fraction 1516 lf\c only form 1n which the quotient
can be expressed. Now tlus result can be obtained at once by
multiplying the dividend by the divisor inverted, for, 15,16 = 34 x
614 or 3xz5x4xp4.  This method is ndduced from the above. Far in
redneing the fractions 3;4 and 4;5 10 a common denominator, we
multiplied the numerator of the fraction 3;4 by 5, the denommator
of the fraction 4)5 and the numerator of t‘le fraction 45 by 4 the
denominator of the fraction 34, and the two denominators together
for the common denominator. In dividimg, however, we neg?ected
the latter, and obtained, the result 3x;5x4x4 or 15)16. In is evident,
then, that we divide one fraction by another when we multiply the
numerator of the dividend by the denominator of the divisor, and
the denom:nator of the dividend by the numerator of the divisor,-or
in other words, when we invert the divisor and proceed as in mul-
tiplication.—Papers for the Schoolmaster.

SCIENCH.

NATURAL MISTORYX.

Things to be observed in Canada, and especially in Montreal and
its vicinity. The introductory Lecture of the Popular
Course of the Montyeal Natural History Society, winter
of 1857-8,—By the President, Proressor Dawson.

There are in all places some things which every one sees, and
other things which, though equally or more interesting, very few
see,  Every wisitor to Montreal is likely to know someﬁling of our
public works and buildings, our mountain and its scenery, our
rapids, and many other promnent objects, interesting to natural-
ists no doubt, but equally so to other men. It is not necessary to
refer to such things as these ; and I propose this evening to direct
your attention to some more obscure and less noteworthy objects,
deserving attention from those among us who love the study of
nature.

In order to receive much pleasure and some advantage from the
study of natural hustory, it is not necessary to bo a great naturalist.
In this subject we do not repel the tyro with the harsh warning,
drink deep or taste not. We hail every young inquirer as an aid,
and are glad to have the smallest contributions which are the result
of carnest and well directed 1nquiry. Iu teuth a large proportion of
the new facts added to natural science, are collected by local
naturalists, whose reputation never becomes very extensive, but
who are yet quoted by larger workers, and receive due credit for
their successful efforts, A few men highly gifted and widely tra~
velled, or thoroughly conversant with all the details of special
subjects, are consuiting nataralists, and the reducers into a more
general and scientific form of \e facts obtained from many guarters
but still the great majonty of naturalists, and among them many of
the most estimable and useful, are very limited in their field of
actual observation.

We have several such men in Montreal, as well as a fow of
somewhat more extended reputation; and there are no doubt a
number of young persons who might be induced to devote some
portion of their leisure to such studies, dia they know of a profit-
able field of enquiry. To such { have no doubt that the topics of
this lecture will be of interest.

Good works of art are rare and costly, good works of nature are
scattered broadcast around our daily paths; and are neglected
only because their famuharity prevents us from observing their
surpassing beauty and 1nterest. Nor are all of these objects known
even to naturalists. There are, more especially in these new
countries, scarcely any objects that have been thoroughly investi-
gated, and there are vast numbers that are quite unknown to
science. I cannot in the space of one lecture point to even the
greater number of these objects,~nor is it pussible to conjecture
the results which may attend wmquinies prosecuted in new direc-
tions. It may, however, be possible to direct your attention to
some leading departments of the great fieid of nature, that deserve
your attention.

Let us inquire n the first place for the most promising local
fields of inquiry in the domain of zoology.

To begin with the lower members of the ammal kingdom, I
am not aware that anything has been done with our spongille or
fresh-water sponges. Such orgamisms must exist in our lakes and
streams, and though very low and simple in their structure, much
interest attaches 10 thews growth, nutrition and reproduction. They

are soft gelatinous structures, with an intornal akeleton of silicions
spicula, greenish in colour, and resembling some of the fresh water
alga which live with them. Dr. Bowerbank, of London, is prepar-
ing a monograph of the sponges, and info:ms me that he will be

lad to receive specimens fiom our waters. Here then 13 an open-
ing for a young naturalist. I quote the following from Dr. Bower-
bank’s printed” civcular, and shall be glad to receive and forward
specimens :—

¢ The writer wounld also be particularly obliged by specimens of
spongille, or fresh-water sponges, as he is engaged on a mono-
gra Tt of that tribe. They are found in rivers, fakes or tanks, and
pools, attached to dead wood, rocks or stones, and are occasion-
ally found surrounding the branches ¢ trees, dipping into the
water during periodical floods ; and if they contain their granular,
seed-like bodies, they are the more valuable. Dry them™ just as
they come from the -vater. 1If it be deemed necessary 1o preserve
parts or the whole of delicate specimens of either marine or fresh-
water sponges in fluid, the best material is strong spirit, or water
with a considerable excess of undissolved ealt in it, but never alum,
Jars or pickle and fruit bottles, well corked and sealed, or tied
over with bladder, are the best vessels for the purpose.”’

Rising a little higher in the scale of life, little has been done
with our fresh~water polyﬁs, whether the simple hydra-like forms
or the more complex fresh-water bryozoa. Great reputations have
been made by the study of such creatures in Europe,—and in a
land of streams and lakes like this, much counld certainly be done
in ~ollecting new forms, and adding to our knowledge of the ha-
bi., and range of organization of the fresh-water radiates. These
animals should be sought in lakes and streams, especially on sub-
merged wood, fresh-water shells, and the lea 28 of aquatic plants.
They may eusily be kept in water for examination, and careful draw-
ings should bo made of their forms and internal structures as seen
under the microscope. It is difficult to preserve them; but I would
recommend immersion in glycerine or the method above given for
sponges, as likely to succeed. i

The mollusks also offer tempting fields of inqui?', more culti-
vated than those formerly noticed, but still having large promise.
Many species of unio, alasmodon and anodon, exist in our river,
most of them no doubt identical with species described by Ameri-
czn naturalists, but some perhaps new, and many requirmg more
careful study as to their habits, reproduction, and the real limits of
species and varieties. The univalve mollusks are also very nume-
rous, both in the waters and on the land, and require study, more
especially in relation to the animals as distinguished from the
empty shells. Such studies demand patience and nicety, and
would be greatly awded by vivaria, in which these creatures can
bo casily kept alive and examined at leisure. M. Billings, one
of our mmembers, has done some work in this field, portions of
which have appeared in the Canadian Naturalist. "Prof. Hall
will bring before us this winter_some interesting facts respectin
the occurrence of pear's in the fresh-water musaels, and Mr. Be
of the Geological Survey has collected many species in the lower
part of the nver.

Many members of this Seciety have opportunities of collecting
marine shells in the Gulf of St. Lawrence,—this is also a useful
field of inquiry. Rear Admiral Bayfield has made large collections
in the course of his survey. My own collection contains many
species, "More recently Mr. Bell exhibited to us a very interesting
collection from the head of the Gulf between Gaspé and Quebec.
1 have no doubt that much may still be done, and these shells
would be of great interest for companson with those found fossil in
the tertiary clays, long since deserted by the sea. While speaking
of the marine fauna, I may add that the echinoderms, the zoophytes
and crustaceans, also aftord fields of much interest and promise,
still very imperfectly cultivated.

Of the huge province of the articulates 1 am almost afraid 10
speak. There is work here for all the naturalists in Canada for
the next century. Mr. Couper of Toronto has collected and iden~
tified several hundreds of species of coleoptera ; and his collection,
now in the McGill College, affords a good basis for any one desi-
rous of commencin,, the study of these creatures. Mr. D*Urbain
of our own Society has entered on the .investigation of the but-
terflies. With the exception of what has been -done for us by
the Arctic explorers, and the naturalists af the United States, the
other orders of Canadian insects are almost a terra incognita. In
the mean time the conatry is suffering so seriously from the ra-
vages of many of the insect tribes, that the attention of Govetn-
ment has been attracted to the subjeet, and the essays produced
in answer to its call, by Prof. Hind and others, show that com-
paratively little examiuation of these creatures or inq‘;ury into
their habits has been made within the limits of the Provines;
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nearly all the facts contamed in these essays, havin
lecte
the large
qu:}liﬁeﬁ
ralist, 1 may refer to the
distribution’of insects, by

Who knows anything of the mynads of nunute crustaceans amd
aquatic worms that swarm in our waters m summer. 1 haye
seen enough to be assured that their name 1s legion, but I am not
aware that any one has collected or determined the s.ecies
ocourring heve.” The subject 1s a difficult one, but many of these
creatures are exceedingly curtous in structure and habits 5 aml
collections of facts and specimens might be made, by any one
having time to devote to such pursuits,

Among the vertebrated animals, though there s little ground
so completely untraversed as in some of the lower forms of hife,
much may still be done., In one department the late Prof. McCui-
loch and Prof. HAl long since set u good example, in collecting
birds and other vertebrates, and preparing lists of those frequenting
or rarely visiting this locality. The geographical distribution of
the higher animals as illustraied by such collections and lists, is
in itself a very important subject.

The fishes of our rivers afford a fertile subject of inquiry.
Many of the smaller spesies are probably undescribed, andl there
are some ol peculiar interest which deserve study in therr habns
and modes of life. .I refer especially to the Lepudosteus and the
Amia, those ancient forms of franm({y fishes which remind us so
strongly of the antique species found fossil in the Palwozoic rocks,
and a minute acquaintance with whose habits might throw most
xmerestm? light on the condition of the world in those bygone
periods. Information on the:r spawning grounds, their haunts at
different stages of growth, their food, their winter and summer
resorts, their mugrations, their pecuhar instmets, if carefully col-
lected, would be of nestimable value. Living specimens, wluch
might be kept in vivaria and examined at leicure, woull also be
of great interest, and might Le procured by inany persuns who
have not themselves titae or inchination tor such studies. Agassiz,
who has already so ably illustrated the structures and affimties of
these animals, has invited collectors to contribute specimens for
his great work now in progress; and any facts relating to the
habuts of these inhabitants of our waters, will be gladly teceived
tor this journal. I should add here, that Mr. Fowler, one or our
members, has prepared a number of accurate and beautstul draw-
ings of Canadian f?shes, and can thus perpetuate for us the tleeting
tints ot vur specimens.

Rfllpers on collecting insects, and on tho

Even the smaller quadrupeds of Canada are by no means well |

ascertained. The mice, the shrews, the bats, aie very imperfectly
known. There may be unknown species. There certainly are
many unknown facts i distribution and habits.  Mr. Bitlings has
published in our journal an interesting summary of facts on Cana-
dian quadrupeds; and much curious information exists in the
work of Mr. Gosse, 23 well as mn the standard works of Richardsen
& Audubon. I would especially invite attention to the mice and
other small rodents, and the shrews. Only a few days ago a fine
Eaxr of specimens of the old Black Rat of Europe, which 1 did not
<now as a resident of Canada, were procured by Mr. Huuter, beau-
tifully prepared by him, and presented by a friend to the College
Cabinet, affording an illustration of the curons facts that may be
learned even within the limits of our city.

I had almost forgotten to refer 1o the reptiles of Canada. The
maguificent volumes of Professor Agassiz shew what may be done
with one famuly, that of the tortoises. None of us, perhaps, can
enter into the study in the manner in which this great naturahst
has pursued it, but’ many may collect imgortant facts and speci-
mens. We do not yet know much about the numerous snakes, frogs,
toads and newts of Canada, though many specimens exist in the
collections of this Society, of Dr. McCulloch, and of the University.
Even a catalogue of the specimens in these collections would be
valuable. Unattractive though these creatures may appear to the
popular view, they afford more than most other animals evidences
of the wonders of creative skill.

One little batrachian reptile 1 regard, as a geologist, with
peculiar interest, and \vouPd commend to your notice, I refer to
the Menobranchus, or Proteus, a creature most unattractive in
aspect, but most singular in its habits and mode of life, and a
representative of the earliest forms of air-breathmg life introduced
upon our planet. No gift would afford me greater pleasure than
a few living specimens of this anumal, which might ¢n~ble me to
become better acquainted with ite mode of life, and thu. tter to
a%preclate the probable habits of some of its extinct congeners,
whose bones I have disinterred from the carboniferous rocks.” Some

g been col-jtune ago a lning specimen w
from abroad though the value of the essays puﬁhshed, aud | Tutunito, but the few obsery ativus of its Lubits whicl he has reconded

number of competitors, show that we have persons i tie Cunudien Journal, vuly stunulate the desue for flnther
for the work. For hints very useful to the young natu-information.

t

as_procured by Mr. Hodgius of

It would Le ungracicus (0 leave the animal hingdom, without

1. Couper, pubhished in the Naturalist. | notice of Ethnolugy as o licid of finvestigation. The remarkable

collection of Mr, Kane, exlibited lwere during the mecting of the
Amerean Association last summer, must have strongly impressed

our wiuds with the waterest of the sulp ot as it relates o the
indian tubes.  Mi. Kaue was fortusate i Laving -v able an expo-
situr of hus collection as Dr. Wilsvu i and I may add that Canada is
fortunate in haviug an cthnolugist o well fitted tu lead in this
departincat,  Surely, sone of vur niembers night contribute somne-
thing to his gieat sulject.  Specimens re-ating to it are not often
Jaid before us. We 1ecerved, hivwever, Jast year. through the Bishop
of Montrea), a curious ancient urn, which eacited much interest.
I have sincy been m conesi  wlence with the zeutleman who made
known the discovery, anu nope to obtain fusther information and
specimens. On the return of his Lordslip, w » possesses the ori-
giual notes un the subject, 1 trust this intereating relic will be figured
and descnbed in our journal.

Plants afford as many local attractions as animals, bat I shall
occupy less time with the subject of Botauy than with that of
Zoology. A very large herbarium has been collected by the oldest
hving member of this Society, Professor Holmes ; and as we now
have'it arranged by Professor Barmnston, :n the Cabinet of MeGil)
College, it affords an invaluable means of refereuce to the student.
Dr. Barnston is now engaged in preparing a catalogue of this and
his own collections, which will, 1 trust, be publiﬁxed under the
auspices of this Suciety ;5 and it wil' then be fur subsequent collec-
tors to aud to this alicady extensive list such species as ma; stll
remain undiscovered.

The Canadian Butanist should not, however, content himself with
the mere determination of plauts. 1 cannd? doubt that much
remains to be done in investigating the uses of native plants not
now applied to practical purpuses i the a. ~r in domestic life;
and that as Cauada becuines more populous, .l agriculture less
rude iu its practice, the cultivation of many ncglected plams fitted
to contribute to minor practical uses, will Lo undertaken. Nor
should om forests and the muans for their prescrvation and resto-
ration to such an ement as may be desirable fur shclter and lor the
supply of woud, Le neglected by sciemific men.  Rich gleanings,
appiicable tv Canadian practice, may be made in this direction,
frum the expedients employed in European countries; and in a
conntry in which one-third of the suil should probably remain in
forest to supply the purmancat demand for fuel and other uses, this
subject is of ureat practical importauce.

Anvtiier subject Jess practical, but profoundly interesting, is the
geographical distnbution of plauts, so ably expounded by De Can-
Gt aud ou our side of the Atlantic by Professor Gray. The
cunuus faets respecting thie gevgraphical distribution of the Ranun-
culacem, su pleasantly stated by Mr. Gevrge Baraston, in an anticle
m the last volume of the Canuadian Naturalist, show how much
can be dune in this field. Bat it is not merely in relation to botany
that this inquiry is of interest. Edward Torb s has shewn that
great questions 1 geology are illustrated by i1 and nowhere better
than on the Ameiican Contincat can it be studied in this aspect.
Let us inquire 1espucting any plaut, what are its precise geogra-
phical limits 2 To what extent do these depend on climate, elevation,
eaposure, soil.  What inferences may be deduced as to the centre
from which it originally spread, and what as to the changes i the
extent of the Jaad aud “the relative levels of land and sea that have
vecuired siuce its creation? Here are fertile subjects of inquiry,
leading to the grandest conclusions it reference to the history of life
upon our planet.

But 1 must turs for o moment from this great subject to the
humbler members of the vegetable hugdom, “no less curious than
the ligher, aud Jess kuowu,  Oue of our members, the Rev. Mr.
Kemp, has directed lus attention 1o the fresh-water Alge, and
hus contributed a valuable paper as the first recult of bis_inquiries,
M. Poe, another of our members, is an enthusiastic student of the
Fungi, and other more minute and simple forms of plant life. A
summary of what is known of these objects, as occurting in Can-
ada, wi'l be given to us by Mr. Poe iu the present winter; and I
have no doubt will excite some interest in these singular and ano-
malous structures, sv cuarivus in their habits and often so injurious
to our propeity. .

The Mosses, Licheas, Lycopodiacem, Ferns, and other allied
famihes, offer many rewards to any diligent student; and the
excellent arrangement and descriptions in Projessor Gray’s new
edition of his manuul, give facilities heretofore within the reach of
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few. ‘There wmay be Canadian botanists engaged in this study,
but I have no evidence that this isthe case. "Our mountain and
the neighbouring hills afford peculiar facilities for it; and I sus-
ect that curious facts as to the distribution of these plunts might
ge obtained, from their stuity on these isolated trappean eninences,
in a limestone and alluvial country.

The naturalists and professional men of Montreal have devoted
much aitention to the uucroscope ; and our cily possesses many

ood instruments, daily tnereasing 1y number, and affording a most
delightful and smstructive means of scientific observation in all
departmentsof Natural History.  Among our members, Mr. Pue and
Mr. Murphy deserve especial mention, as having devoted muach
time and effort 1o the improvement and increase of owr meins of
study in this deportment.

Geology presents on every side ample harvests to the inhabi-
tants of tins eity. Our noble mountam,—ihe skeleton of an old
silurian volcano, with nx maltitudinous trap-dykes of variousage
and composition, is itself a study capable of throwing new light on
the phenamena of velcanie agency as manifested in” those ancient
periods. The stratified rocks at 1ts base, full of fossils,—~many of
them no doubt undescribed, and, in some of their beds, actvally
made up of the comminuted fragmems of shells and corals,—in-
vite the altention of the most unobservant. Every block of build-
ing-stone fiom our quarries is 2 mass of animal debris, presenting
wder the microscope hundreds of beawtiful forms bearing the
impress of creative skill, though belonging to perished races of
animals.  Our worthy associate, M. Billings, now most usefully
connected with the Geological Survey, is a brilliant example of
reputatior, aud, what is betler, accurate and'eatensive knowledge,
gathered from the stady of the Lower Silurian limestones,

I need scarcely remsnd you of the tertiary clays to which I had
the pleasure of directing the attention of this Society at one of
its late meetings. They have yielded in the past summer about
thirty species of animal remnains not previously kuown to exist in
them ; and nany of these have been bronsht o light by the in-
dustry of our College students. Some even of the boys of the
High School now lhave collections of these fossils, and have been
successful in adding to the number of species. Much yet re-
mMains to be done m tius ficld ; amd I Jook forward to the time
when we shall have nearly complete lists of the shells peculiar to
each level of the Peistocene sea, and to the present Gulf of the
St. Lawrence, and an accurate knowledge of the position of the
shores of each successive sali-water arca, as the sea gradually lefi
our noble valley. We shall then be in a position to offer a large
contribution to the tertiary geolozy of America, and of the world.

With the present facilities for travelling, the whole geology of
Canada lies before ns; and we need not apprehend that Sir Wm.
Logan will grudge us space in this large field.  He has done, and
is doing, a wreat work 3 but, even with his skill and energy, were
he 1o live far beyond the allotted age of man, he_would but find
the number of openings for investigation incroasing before him.
He has well and effectually opened up an immense territory 3 but
there is room in it for hundreds of geologists to camn reputation
by following on his track. Ile will thank you for anything thm
you can do in the accumulation of facts; that 1s, provided you
do not embarrass him and oppose the nterests of truth by those
crle and hasty gencralizations, or bazeless hypotheses, in which
unskilful and hasty observers are 1o pron: to indulge, and which
sometimes umpose upon the credulity of the public to the scrivus
injury of the science. No department of naturl sci-nee presents
greater lemplations to such vagaries than geology, and none has
suffered more seriously from their effcct on” the popular mind.  No
science is more grand in its ultimate truths, none wore valuable in
its practical results, than geology, when pursued in the spirit which
chancterises the head of our survey. Nune is more dangerous or
misleading 2 the hands of pretenders.

The subject of geolozy I may remind you includes within itself
many subordiuate fields, which lave been or are being successfully
cultivated, by observers in various parts of Canada ; aud here as in
most other parts of .\merica. zeological investigations have been
mo e eagerly and etensively pursued than other branclies of na-
wral science.  The nuneralogical researches of Dr. Holmes, and
of Dr. Wilson of Perth, who, though not one of our citizens has
contributed much 10 our collection, and the geological observations
of Dr. Bigsby, some of which relate 10 the viemity of tlus city,
precedud the work of the Provineinl Survey, and nol only made
wany sm‘xmnul discoveries, hut may be regarded as among the
causes which led to the institation of that gicat enterprise, so
successful and so creditable to the Province. Nor must T here
omit the interesting paper on the Montreal mountain, long since
contributed to this Society by our late Treasurer, Dr. Workman,

a paper to wiuch I all the more readily give prominence here, as
I have had the pleasure of visiting some ~of the loca ues mn com-
pany with 1ts author, and as it was inadveutently omitted ut the list
of authonties referred to in the paper on that subject, which I
fately read before tns Society. Were it expedient to attempt
extending such notices beyond the more immediate limits of our
own sphere of operation, I might nume many uscful men who have
varsousty istingmshed themselves in this science, by way of
encouragement 1o our embryo geologists.  One name I cannot pass
by, that of 2 maa of much more than Canadian reputation, and of
cnunent usefulness iu promoting the growth of Canudian geology,
Professor Chapman, of University College, Toruntu, whose able
papars and notices in the Canadian Journal we shall do well if we
can approach in the jonrnal of this Nociety. I shall farther take the
hiberty of mentiomung the collection of the Rev. Mr. Bell, now
Queen’s Coltege, and that of Sherifl’ Dickson, of Kingston, from
both of which § have derived much pleasure and instruction, and
those of Dr. Van Cortlandt, and of the Silurian Society of Ottawa,
and of our more venerable sister the Literary and Historical Society
of Quebece, the stidy of which is a pleasure, I trust, yet in store for
me.

I have probably sufticiently wrespassed on your patience, aud shall
say little of the aids which imtelligent public appreciation can
render to metevrological investigations, such as those of Prof.
Smaliwood and Prof. Hall, or to the important chemical inquines
of Prof. Hant, ‘The results attained by these gentlemen are full of
material for thought, and in many minor departiments of their work
I have no doubt they might be aided by Jocal co-operation on the
part of some of our members. If in no other way, we can aid
these geutlemen by studying and expounding to the public the
conclusions which they reach. Independently of their interest to
science, now appreciated far beyond the lmits of Cuanada, the
tables of Prof. Smallwood and Prof. Hall, and the unalyses of Prof.
Hum, are full of facts of immense practical value in agriculture
and the arts of life. I had oceasion, not lonyg since, in connection
with my lectures on agriculture te study the analyses of soils in
the reports of the Geological Survey, and 1 un convineed that those
analyses contain_the germ of a revolution in Canadian agriculture,
which will be effected 2o soon as they are thoronghly understood by
the people.

Enough has buen said to indicate sume of the paths of inquiry
open to the metnbers of this Society.  But, it may be asked, why
should we leave our offices, our business, our sucial amusements,
for such occupations. It is not necessary that we should do so. All
of us have public, sovial, and private duties, that have prior cjaims
on our attemtion.  We must not neglect these; by, if we have a
little leisure for rational amusement, I know none more agree-
able or inspiring than the study of nature, or of some small de-
partment of it, such as the observer in his own locality can take
time fully to master. Let him provide himself with, or secure
access 10, the best books in the department he may sclect, and this
need not, in the first nstance, be a very extensive oue.  Let him
read, collect, observe, and note; and, in an incredibly short time,
he will find o new world of beanty opening 10 him.  Objects before
unregarded will become friends, and will speak to him of the
wonders of the Universe of God, until he will Jong to make known
to others the utterances which have broken on is own inner ear,
and rejoice in being able to add his mite 1o the treasury of our
knowledge of nature.

b might here speak of the facilities which this city presents in
access to books and collections.  They are small in comparison
with_ those in many cities of the old world.  Yet they are not
despicable.  The collection of the Grological Survey, the collec-
tion and Jibrasy of this Society, and thuse of our educational insti-
ttions, offer many aids to the stadent, as well as mauny objects
deserving of fanher study and explanation.  The wpeetings ot) this
Soczety also afford a valuable means of improvement and profit-
able intercourse 3 and our Jonmnal, the Canadian Nafuralist, has
for one of 1ts objeets the nttoduction of inquirers to profitable fields
of research. Already, in the two volumes published, there are
valuable summaries of the facts most necessary to the student in
many of the departinents refesred 1o in thus lecture.

Tt is scarcely necessasy o »dd that such studies as those which
I have recommended, even ifthey afford no new facts or prmciples,
are m themselves capable of yiclding much rtionzl pleasure 5 amd
that in this aspeet of the subjcey 1he Tickd of mquiry ts much more
extensive than in the former; suice here we are not resiricted to
the absolutely unkuown, Lut wmay find for ourselves quite as much
interest and novelty in groumd previously trodden by others, but new
10 us.

In conclusion, } may say on behalf of all those members of this
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Seciety engaged in the pursuit of any department of Natural His-
tory, that they will welcome with pieasure any inquirer fired with
the true ardour of a naturalist; and that they will most thank-
fully avail themselves of, and honourably acknowledge any aid
that they may receive in collecting the material of their investiga-
tions. Nor need this statement be Timited to Montreal. My subject
Leing local, I have confined myself chiofly to things und persons in
vur ¢ty ; but there are men in other pants of Canada, and beyond
its limits, working at these subjects ; and while it is desirable that
here we should nval them iu these pursuits, no reason exists to
revent our emulation from being accompanied by mmutual and
riendly aid. In this spirit I close by asking pardon, if, in the
above remarks, I have unwitlingly omitted or done injustice to any
labourer in the departments of science 1o which I have adverted. —
Canadian Naturalist.
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Poetry is the natural progeny of 1 nation’s youth. It is the eldest
as well as the fairest, of the offspring of literature: if indeed it be
not rather her parent, for songs were sung long before letters were
invented. Our Province, however, occupies a singular position m
this its Canadian youth. Our schuoling has been too much alongside
of the elder of Europe’s nations, and ourindividual thonghts partake
too larzely of the experieace which centuries have accuinulated
around the old Saxon hearth, to admit of the lyrical or epic muse
inspiring for us the lay that is bom of nature in the true poet’s heart.
We are past the first poetic birth-time, which pertains 10 the vigo-
rous infancy of races ; we have yet 10 attain tothe eraof refinement
from which a high civilization educes new phazes of poetic inspira-
tion. We camnot yet respond, amid these charred stumps and
slmﬁgling snake-fences of our rough clearings, to Hiawatha®s appeal
to those:

Who love the haunts of nature,

L,ove the sunshine of the meadow,

f,ove the shadow of the forest,

Love tie wind among the Lranches,

And the ran-shower and the snow-storny,
And the rushings of great rivers,
Through their palisades of pinc-tices.

We want our pine-trees for lumber, and so long as they spare usa
surplus for kindling wood, we ask no kindling inspiration from them.
‘The rushing of our great rivers we estimate rejoicingly—for their
wyer-privilcges. ‘The sunshine of the meadow is very welcome to
u: -in the hay-harvest ; and the poetry of the snow-storm full of
the music—of our sleigh-bells. Asto our love for the shadow of the
forest, that pertains to the romantic simplicity of our squatter stage
of infancy, from whence we emerge as fast as_possible into the
clearing we hew out of it, rejoicing at the crash of falling pines, and
keeping time with the music of the axe to the crackling of the log-
ging-pile. We do not wean to say thata poet is an impossibility,
amid the mgged realism of this vigorously practical Canada. The
angenial Ayrshire farm of Mosgiel ﬁavc no greater promise of a crap
of poetry from its bleak and exposed heights before it gave binth o
its ¢ Mountain Daisy.> But we wonder what would ° . the estimate
of the emigrant settler who should apostrophise the giants of the
Canadian back-woods, as they bmvc(ro bencath his stundy stroke,
after the fashion of the Ayrshire bard tothe ¢ wee, modest, criinson-
tipped flower” over which lie so reluctantly drove the P]oughsh:ue.
We question much if our minister of agriculture could be induced
to rescue from the rapidly dispersing ordnance reserves a Sabine
farm for such a Canadian Virgil.

Such being the present prospects cf the poet amongst us, it is not
greatly to be wondered at that such poetry as we do produce is less
redalent of « the odors of the forest” than of the essences of the
drawing-teom ; and more frequentiy re-echoes the songs that are to

be gathered amid the leaves of the library-sheif, than under those
with which the wind sports «umong the branches whereon song-birds
warble their nuptial lays. To the class of poetry which thus repeats
the old-world music and song we must assign Mr. Sangster’s ¢ St.
Lawrence and the Saguenay.” It 132 pleasant and tasteful depiction
of the scenes and assoctations of our noble niver, wnitten mthe same
stanza as * Clilde Harold,”” and with some echo of its mode of
thought, though lacking the torce and pathos of its passionate utte-
rances.  But, while we may easily cull from it many graceful ver-
sifications of such descriptions us the scenery naturally suggests, we
have to search carefully throngh 1ts hundred and ten stanzas to find
any such as might be welcoma to the jaded fancy of the old world
because of therr freshness of wild-wood imagery. Campbell has
wrillen, n the same stanz bis « Gertrude of Wyoming,? and sket-
ched very pretty Indian pastoials, such as delighted the Loudon
drawing-rooms into the bulief that ¢ the mute Oneyda, and the sa-
vage Ontalliss were the perfect embodiments of our American
Aborigines. ‘They do not, however, awaken any very familiar as-
sociations for us to whom the scenery, and even the Savage of the-
wild West, are not unfamiliar. But the poet of ¢ the St. Lawrence
and the Saguenay,” sees the river :s it is, and not as it was, To
him, with all its ' beauty, it is only the great navigable highway
from Ontario to the Sea, with its daily steamers, its wooding stations,
its locks and canais. If the Indian lingers among its vanishing
woods, it is as the old painted Brtish Drmid haunts Avebury or
.?l;mchengc. Here, for example, is the pictaring of the thousand
sles:—

Muny a tale of legendaury Jore

13 told of these romantic Isles. The feet

Ofr the Red Man have vressed cach wave-zoned shore,
And many nn eye of beauty oft did greet

‘The painted warriors nnd their birchen fleet,

As they returned with trophics of the slain.

That 1ace has passed away ; their fair retreat

In its primeval loneness smiles again,

Save where some vessel snaps the isle-inwoven chain :

Save where the echo of the huntsmau's gun
Startles the wild d.uck from some shallow nook,

Or the swift hounds' deep baring, a3 they run,
Rouses the lounging student fram his book ,

Or where, assembled by somne sedgy brook,

A pic-nic party, resting in the shade,

Spring pleasediy to their fect to catch & look

At the strong steamer, through the watery glade,
Ploughing, like 2 huge serpent from its ambuscade.

Were we to trausport the scene to the firth of Clyde, or any other
islanded huine river, and change only a single term ; that of the Red
Man for the old Pict, or even the Ked Gael, there is nothing in the
deseription that would betmy its new-world parentage, At best it is
no true Indian, but only the white man dressed in his attire 5 stnp
himof his paint and feathers, and it is our old-world familiar acquaint
ance. The lay of the Whip-poor-will, instead of some romantic Indian
legend, is but a commonplace ¢ Willie and Jeannie” love song,
though thus herilded by one of the best stanzas in the poem:

The Whip-poor-will, among the slumberous trees,
Flingeth her solitary triple cry

Upon the busy lips of every breeze,

Thgt wafts it in wild cchoes up the sky,

Anf through the aoswering woods, incessantly.
Sarely some pale Ophiclia'’s spint wails

In thiz remorseless bird's impassioned sigh,

That like n 1ost soul haunts the loncly dale!
Maiden sing meonc of thy pleasing madrigals.

However inuch taste and refisement may be displayed w such
echoces of the okl thonght and fancy of Europs, the p:u?n 1o success
lies not in this direction for the puct of the new world. ‘To Tenny-
son this nincteenil century 1sas fresh an ¢f dorado as America was
te Cortes or Pizaro. o him itis a thi g such as Spenser, or
Dryden, or Pope, o1 Campbell, or Byron, had no knowledge of.
Its politics, its geology, its plulosophy, its utoman aspirations, its
homely fashions and fancies, all yield to lus poctic eyc suggeslive
imagery tich with pregnan thought.  And sutely our new world as
not jess stgrestive. ltisnota «Yiawatha™ song we demand. The
Indian Savage is not the sole native product of the wilds, nor the
only poctical thiig that mects the eye iu the cleaungs.  Here s the
Saxon doing once again, what JElla and Cedric did 1n old centuries
in that historic icle of the Britons. Science and politics, and many
» picluresque phaze of colonial life, all teem with inspintion ane
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ae might awake for a Canadian Tennyson another ¢ Sleeping palace”
like that from whence he led his happy princess :

 When far acroes the Lills they went
In that new world which is the old.”

Poetry, however, is not the crop which it can at all be expected,
or indeed desired, that Canadian farmers will cultivate at present.
And if we can only reproduce exotic thoughts in verse, it is better
-on the whole that we should take the foreign originals at first hand.
Having, however, stated our feeling in regard to the absence of that
originality and individuality of character in « The St. Lawrence,”
which might have made of such a virgin theme a poetic gem of ra-
rest beauty ; we may nevertheless, refer with pleasure to some of its
stanzas as gracelully commemorating historical features. Here, for
example, 1s a good subject 1ot discreditably dealt with :—

The inconstant moon has passed hehind a cloud,
Cape Diamond shows its sombre-colored brst,
As if the mournful night had thrown a shrond
Over this pillar to a hero's dust.
Well may she weep ; hers is no trivial trust;
His cenotaph may crumble on the plain,
ilere stands a pile that dares the rabel's lust
For spoliation : one that will remain—
A granite geal—brave Wolfe! set upon Victory's fane

Quebec! how regally it crowns the beight,

Like & tanned giant on « solid throne!

Uamindful of the sanguinary fight,

The rosr of rannon mingling withh the moon

Of mutilated soldiers y ars agone,

Tlhat gave the place & glory and & name

Among the nation?. Krance was heard to groan ;

England rejoiced, but chiecked the proud acclaim—
A brave young chief had fallen to vindicate her fame.

Wolfe and Montcalm! two nobler names ne’er graced
The page of history, or the hostile plain;
No braver souls the storm of battle faced,
Regardless of the danger or the pain,
They pass'd unto their rest without a stain
Upoa their nature or their generous hearts,
Oue graceful column to the noble twain,
Speaks of a nation’s gratitude and starts
The tear that valor claims, and feeling's self imparts.

‘The poem is manifestly designed as a companion, if not a guide-
book, for the voyage to the Saguenay; and though 3t has in it none
o! those magical passages which stir the hean like the sound of 2
tiumpet, it will neverthieless make an agreable return tothe tourist
for the small space it claims in his baggagc.

Of tho pocms issued from the Hamilton Franklin Press, the prin-
cipal one, eutitled « Qscar,” is a picture of the Crimean War, writ-
ten by a young Canadian, who witnessed aud bore a part in the
sceues he describes.  The plan of his poem, however, embraces 2
sketch of Canadian scenery, as noted by the imaginary hero, on his
way to the seat of war, and so furnisher another view of the same
picturesque aud historic landscape which has been already drawn
by the poetic pencil of Mr. Sangster. Here, for example, is Mr.
Ryan’s sketch of the Thousand Isles :— .

Now Fairy Land is grained—the Thousand Isles—
Amid whose cedar shades sweet Nature smiles
In all the beauty of a scenc unchanged,

As when the Indian warrior ranged

From isle to isle, long centuries ago,

And chased, with swift canoc, the nimble doe.
Those shady rocks the softest sound prolong,

As when they echoed to the Squaw’s low sorg,
Who dipped her paddlein the dancing stream,
And watched the sun’s last lingering beam.

As be, behind the forests of the west,

In dazzling glory slowly sank to rest.

Each islc au cmerald, cach rock a gem,

Which forms proud Nature's own bright diadem !
Those wilds sgain the Indian nc'er will know,
Nor will those waters, in their joyous flow

Bear savagce furus unto the depthis below.

Niagara is desribed, or rather soliloquised. Ontario, the SL
Lawrence, its Rapudy, and the scenes along its banks, all passin
review here, as in the former pocin . and Canada itsclf is apostro-
phised in terms more loving than original, and with an _occasional
Iameness in the piosaidy, heie as elsewwhere somewhat detrimental
10 the music of the verse:—

Hail! Canads, my own, my native land?
Land of 2 thousand floods anblimely grand !

Upon this world, on nation, land, or clime,
Has nature lavished gifts more wild, sublime ;
Nor blest with brighter hopes her fertile vales,
Or wafted over hills more healthy gales.

T]:f boundless wilds as yet untrod, unknown,
Tudustry soon will rear a joyous home ;

Those fertile tracts where axe was never heard,
Wher: secusely sings the native forest bird ;
Where swiftly bounds the deer o'er leagues untold,
‘Wait but for man to yield their hidden gold.
Oh! glorious happy West fore'er adieu !
Where'er I wander I will turn to you,

And, in mem'ry, thy beauties call to view.

The patriotism is here, certainly preferable to the poetry, even
though the latter does recall lines not less patriotie, with which the
sixth canto of the « Jay of the Jast Ministrel®? ispreluded. But, pass-
ing ouward down the " St. Lawrence, here is the vounger poet’s
picturing of the historic associations of the heights of Cape Diamond:~

See now Quebec with mighty grandeur rear

Its gloomy head—loom sternly in the air!

And from the awful height look proudly down
Upon St. Lawrence with & watchful frown;
Where *neath guarding shade securely ride

A thousand vessels on the heaving tide.

This Oscar saw, and stood to view the height
Where Fraser’s clans kad climbed that glorious night
Up the craggy steep to Abraham’s plains,

And hid the verdant sod with bloody stains.

The chivalrous Montcalm, though basty, brave,
Fought well, his noble post and cause to save ;
To every deadly charge his men Jed on,

And nobly fought amid the clashing throng.
Proudly he dicd, though not in victory’s arms,
Glorious be fell *midst battle’s wild alarms!

Nor did Death's terrors his manly bosom mock—
e died defeated nor survived the shock.

Peace to the warrior hero’s shade—

Bright be his wreath, its glories never fade!
Wolfe the true, the noble, generous, brave,
Thou hast all carth can give—a here’s grave.
For this have kings and monarchs vainly sighed
The tyrant’s tomb by deeper stains was dyed :
A tear of joy, not gnief, bedews his pall,

A prayer from thanks Heaven for his fall.
A lowly poet & chaplet fain would twine
Unto & name as bright and pure as thine.
* * L J L * L 4 -
Proud Britain’s standard, waving from the height
O'crlooks the glorious scene with conscious might §
Flag borne triumphant over sea and land,

Aund kiss’d the breeze on every foreign strand ;
Sercnely spread out to the sweeping gale,

Beholds the proud St. Lawrence’ mighty vale.

1ts wide-spread folds, high above all unfurl'd

1lids stern defiance to the covions world.

lle:¢ a true patriot justly would cxclaim,

et Liberty and Truth wash out the stain

That yet upon its mighty folds remain.

Long may tiue frecdom ‘nesth its shade repose,
Twined round her brow, she s}u.lmrﬁk, 1.his:.ile, Tose.
Asonceit may it ne’er again be grasp'

To mark bl‘;o.:’:nd ruin where'er it passed.

From off point Diamond's peak = booming gun,

With lond report, salutcs the setting sun ;

Through the ambient air mellow, clear and sweet,
The bugle’s note, re-echioed, sounds retreat.

We would not willingly quarrel with a Canadian poet inspired by
loyal and patriotic sentiments such as thesc; but we ventureto think
that a prose narrative of the Crimean . .ampaign, from onc of our-
selves who had bomne ashare in its sufferings and its trivmpls, would
tiave won the suffrages of 2 thousand Canadian readers for one who
will be tempted 10 the perusal of “Oscar’s™ poetic experiences. Nor
woulit such a narrative have been the less welcome for his enthu-
siastic apostrophe 10 the beauticsof our noble St. Lawrence, though
ultered only in eloguent proese.  We may be permitied to say here
once wmore, in the words of ¢ Aurora Leigh' :—

Young men:
‘Too oftea sow their wild oats in tame verse,
Before thes sit down under their own vine
And live for use. Alas, near all the birds
Will sing at dawn,—and yet wo do not take
The cring swallow for the holy lark.

The poems of Alexander McLachlan are designated in the motto
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of their title page as ¢ hamely rustic jingle,” and as the former
volumes are composed after the model of English poets of the beg-
inning of the century, this is a faint echo of Allan Ramsay and
Fergusson,~we can scarcely say of Burns: though some of the
subjects are probably suggested by his choice of themes, e.-g. ¢ The
Grieve; or the Lamentation of old Juwbaws,” which thus begins:

I dinna ken what tempted me

‘To venture owre the raging sea ;
To come awa® to to thir back wuis,
To live in poverty and dudds,

. - L 4 L] L4

But liere, c'en those wha rule the nation
Are driving on some speculation ;

Aye, cen the big parliamenter

Will trade and ¢ ieat, like o tramp tinker.
The biggest man thinks nocht degrading—

Thus 1t will be seen 15 2 genume, if not a very poetical Canadian
glimpse of things as they are, and the curious reader may find more
of the like kind in the same volume.

Craving as we do a native poetry, if we are to have Canadian
pocetry at all, The  Song of Charity’ 1akes us by guile. The dedi-
cation of the tastefully executed volume < to kind triends in Orillia,
Canada West,” tells us that the poein was “ composed in chief part,
dusing a summer’s holiday, on the waters and amidst the islets of
little Lake Couchiching.””” Here accordingly is genuine native in-
spiration. We are gliding, with the author in his birch canoe, over
the picturesque lake, and hailing the Indian as he silentiy paddles
past us, under the lee of the wooded islands, from the prettily nam-
ed Orillia—so called after a favorite native flower,~—to his own scat-
tered Indian lodges at Rama. We turn the page, and, as we ex-
pected, weare in the forest :

The forest’s fary solitude,

The violet's hauat be mine ;

Where call the free in merry mood
Fror dawn till day’s decline!?

All gentle creatures gather there

From lcafy nest and mossy lair;

The little spakelet, golden and green,
The pointed grass glides swift between ;
And there the quaint-eyed Lizards play
Throughout the long bright summer-day~—
Uunder the leaves in the gold sun-rain,
To and fro' they gleam and pass,

As the soft wind stirs the grass

A moment and then sleeps again.

And there, the noontides, dream the deer
Close couched, where with crests upcurled,
The fragrant ferns a forest rear

Within the outer forest-world.

And many a petatled star peeps through
The ferny brake, when breathe ancw
The spft wind-pantings. And there too,
The hare and the tiny Jeverct

Bletake them, and their fears forget—
Lazily watching with soft brown cye
The laden bees go sailing by,

With many a bright winged company
Of glittering forms that come and go,
Like twinkling waves in ceaseless flow,
Across those dreamy deptlis below.

And high above on the bending bough
Its gush of song unloocsens now

Somc forest-bird. Wild, clear, and freo
Upswalls the joyous mcelody

In proud, quick bursls; aad then, anon,
in the odurous silence, one by ouc

The thick notes drop, but do nut dic;
Far through thehush the soul keepson
With = music of its own— -
So runs the forest minstrelsy !

Oane other sound there soundeth oniy
Qut of the distance dim and lonely s

Out of the pinc-depths, murmoring ever,
Floweth the voice of the flowing river.

And we toy, wend our way ont of these pine-depths, following the
windings of the flowing river, until we ut length emerge and—what
see we? Net the rocky rapidsof our Canadian Sevem, or the woody
solitudes of Chief’s Island, or the fringing <¢ bush? that still skirts
the shotes of Lake Simcoe,—but an ancient home :

Beneath the stade
Of thosc old trees so beat and seze;
And there, withits storework tracery,

The quaint old house, as old as they,
Still stood, and kept from year to year,
With storm sand frost and slow decay,
A struggloe for the mastery.

We are not then in Canada atall? Unless we have slept a sounder
and longer nap than Rip Van Winkle: it would seem not.  While
we were im:;_gining ourselves in the bush, and deceiving ourselves
even to the fancying these hares aud tiny leverets, were some na-
tive variety that haunted the Georgian lgay, we were all the time
amud the glades and the associations of Old Europe. We could sven
fancy ourselves once more under ¢ the huge, broad-breasted old oak
tree,” beneath which we first made the acquaintance of « the lovely
lady Christabel;” for the rythm, and even something of the izode
of thought, recall to us that most beautiful fragment of the dreamy
Coleridge’s muse. But it is Canadian poetry we are in search of,
and we thereforo leave the ¢ Song of Charity,” and betake ourselves
to the additional poems which accompary it.  And here, at length,
is one of truly native name and chancteristics: ¢ A Canadian Sum-
mer’s Night.” Now, at least, we are not deceived. We glide over
the ripphng waters of Lake Couchiching, and list to its forest
voices :

Still callest thou—thou Whip-poor-will }
When dipped the moon behind the hill,
I hieard thee and I hear the still.

But mingled with thy plaintive cry

A wilder sound comes ebbing by

Out of the pine-woods, solemnely.
Aud bark, again! It conics anew—
Piercing the dark pine-forest through,
WVith its long teo-boo, too-hoo!
* * L 4 L]

Shoreward agsin we glide—and go
\Fhere the sumach shadotws flow
Across the purple calm below.

There the far-winding creeks among,
The frogs keepup, the summer long,
The murmurs of their soft night-song.

A s50ng most soft and musical—
Like the tulled voice of distant fall,
Or winds that through the pine-tops call.

Aad where thie dusky swamp lies dreamiag,
Slines the fire-flies’ fitful gleaming—
Through the cedars——dancing, streaming!

Who is it hideth up in a trev
Where all but the bats asleep should be,
And with the whistiing mocketh me?

Sauck quaint, quick pipings—two-and-two;
Vialf = whistle, half a coo—
Ah, Mister Tree-Frog! garc-i-vous!

Thic owis on nviseless wing gloom by,
Hewarc, lest one » glimpse cspy
Of your geey coal 2o jeweiled oye.

Now *his is 2 genuine Canadian scene, such as no fire-side tra-
veller or fancy-visioncd poct of old world wanderings or library
book-iuat, could possibly call into being. The dark recesses of the
pine-woods and the shadows of the Jake-fringing snmach, the nono-
tonons cali of the Whip-poor-will, the soft ana musical night-song
of the froys, the fiuful gleaming of the fire-fly dancing in the cedar-
swamp, the prowhng m‘?hl oanoise!ossly listening to the mocking
note—half a whistic and_half a coo,—of the tree-frug : cach one of
these shows the touch of a Canadian pencil, such as the most lab-
vred study of the hiome poct would in vain anempt.  in this dircc-
tion alone lics the path m which poctic success is worth welcoming
among us; unless indecd it be fancicd that we can look for some
great Canadian-born Miltonic epic, not local or exclusive, bui for
other azes and generations than our own,—of which consuinmation
it can oaly be sud there appears at present no very di:cernible
prospest.—Canadian Journal of Science.

D.. Wirsox.
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APPOINTMENTS.

Mr. Charles 1. Leroux, teacher, has been appointed school inspector in
lieu and stead of A. P. I.. Consigny, Esquire, resigned, for the district of
inspection comprising the counties of Bagot amd Lvuville, and part of the
counties of St. Hyacinthe and Iberville.

George Alian Bourgeois, Esquire, Ims been re-appointed school ine.
pector for the district of inspection comprising part of the conuties of
Bagot, Drummond and Arthabaska,

ERECTION OF A SCIHO0L MUNICIFALITY.

His Excellency the Governor General has been pleised to approve of
the separation of the place known as ¢ Radnor Forges ™ from the school
municipality of Champlain, and to crect it into a separate school munici-
pality, having the following limits, viz : twelce arpents in front by forty
in depth—bounded infront by the division line of the concession St
Jean, in rear by the lands of the concessivn St. Felix, on oue side to the
North East, by the lands of one Aiwé Olivier and of one Jean Gentes,
and on the other side to Sonth West, by the lands of Joseph Raiche,

CATHOLIC BUARD OF BXANINERS FOR THE MSTIICT OF NONTREAL.

Mesdames T. M. Bertmnd, ¢ yrille Proulx, Marcien Trottier, Eulalic P'la-
mondon, Michel Martin, Jean Gervais; Misses Philoméne Davignon,
Malvina Séguin, Delphine Tarte, Célina Leclére, Tharsile Dalpé, Marie
Louise Arpin, Julie Arpin, Virginie Ror, Julienue Laporte, Marceline
Paré, Adélina Meloche, Evelina Masse, Marie-Mathilde Morelie, Victoire
Limoges, Mélodie Mercier, Célinn Limuges, Phélonise Lussier, Césaric
Lefebrre, Célina Mathiey, Geneviéve Puling Muie Lyle, Sophie-Abrabam
Courville, Rose Edonard Hébert, Elizabeth Lemire dite Marsoluis, Célina
Taillefer, Maric-Anne Legault, Clémence Benit, Philoméne Christin,
Adcline Beaudouin, Isilila Beaudry, Elizabieth Tellier, Emilic Tessicr,
Quésime Bissonnet, Nathalic Charlebois, Matie Fontaine ; Messrs John
McAfce, Jérome Robillard, Théophile Beaurcgard, Anguste Hébery, and
\iss Rosalic Leclére, have obtained diplomas awthorising them to teach
in clementary schuols.

F. X, Vavang,
Secretary.

CATHOLIC ROARD OF EXAMINERS FOR THE CITV OF QUEBEC.

Mr. Louis Michel Amouroux bas obinined a diploma authorising him
10 teach in academies.

Misses Maric-Adélaide Bergeron, Resalic Matte, Honorix Kenuy, lien-
riette Hergeron, Judith Farley and Mrs. Adolphe Paré, bave obtained
diplomas authorising them to teach in clementary schools.

C. Deracrave,
Secretary.

ROARD OF EXAMINERS FUI THE COUNTV OF SUEREROUKS.

Wiss Jane Amelia Doxk and Nrz. Maria Alger Rodgers have obtained
diplomas authorising them to teach in model or superior primary schools.

Misses Ellen G. Hurd, Candace C. Bailey, Malvina Hitcheock, Chris-
tine Stone, Helen S. Ryther, Janc S. E. Doherty, Loulsa M. Cross,
Emily M. Martin, Irénc J. Picree, Sylvia . Glidden, Malvina Satwyer,
Naria Sawyer, Margarct Carr, Susan M. Gilbert, Jane Wilford, Harriet
O'Connor, Harriet Jane Ball, Catherine Gil), Ruth Algerand Mr. George H.
Pope, have vbiained diplomas nuthorising them o teach in clementary

#chools.
8. A, Heay,
Secretary.

BOARD OF ZXANMINERS FOR THS COUNTY QF STANSTEAL,

Misses Floretta P. Dalloff, Susan Blamy, Lora Emma Morse, and Nr.
George L. Clark, have ohtained diplomas authorising them to teach in
elesentary schools.

C. A. Ricragrnsoy,
Secretary.

LIBRART OF THE DEPARTNEST OF KDUCATION,
All perrons daving books in thtir possession, Lelonging to this library,

will please return them at as carly a dote as possible. 1t being intended
to prepare a detailed and classified catalogue, the library will be closed
until it is completed.
J. Lesom,
Librarian.

BITUATION AS TEACHER WANTRO.

Mr. Adolphe Lasny, teacher, & canadian by birth, provided with a
model school diplowa, will undertake to teach algebra, trigonometry, &c.
Applications ta be addressed to Mr. Adolphe Lamy, St. Sévére, county
of Champlain, .

Mr, F. I, Declerq, o native of Belgium, provided with & diploma autho-
rising him to teach in elementary schools, will undertake to teach En-
alish, Latin, &c., he also possesses other certificates of capacity, Address
F. H. Declerq, St. Charles de Bellechasse.

—— - - -—as ——
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ELSCATIONAL INTELLIGENCH.

— There are at present in the city of New York 43 free clementary
schools, under the direction of the Brothers of the Chiistian Schools and
of Sisters of various religions orders, attended by 13,000 pupils. Besides
this, the Jesuits and the Brothers have four colleges attended by 800
pupils. The ladics ef the Utsulines, and of the Sacred Heart have eight
academies with 5,000 pupils. The municipal authorities have given te
the Sisters of Saint Vincent de Paul a building lot for the erection of an
infant schoo). The board of education has contested the validity of the
grant, which bus been maintained by the conrt. None of those institutions
receive support from the state. ’

—We with much pleasure insert the following extract froma letter lately
received by & gentleman ia thia city from his brotlier, now resident iu the
Gnaad States. The writer, we understand, edited the first journal
ever publiched in the English language devoted exclusively to the ud.
+ :ce:ent of education: *The American Jonrnal of Education.” at
Boston, in 182G. He also has been for nearly forty yearsan active teacher
and labourer iy the cducational ficld. It is gratifying to learn that one
to well qualified to judge of our educationnl etforts appreciates them
highly, aud has formed so just an esimate of the fitness of the Canadinn
Superintendents of Egucation for their impottant dutics :—(1)

e ¢ ¢ * #§ have to acknowledge several valued favors in the
shape of educational documents, besides your last letter, It grives me
inexpressible pleasure 0 observe the noble ¢fforts now making in Cauada
for the advancement of education, and particularly the high aim which
they all indicate, as regards the extent and the clevation of the plan
which they embrace. Education cannot repovate the heart : but it may
me.iorte it toa degree fur Leyond what has yet been imagined, and
thus prepare the soil for the good seed of the Tree of Life. Human culture
Lias us yet been miserably low and poer to what it ought to have been ;
when we Jook on the origin and destination of the soui; and it must
andergo immensc changes before it can accomplish thie work for the faith-
ful perfurmance of which it is responsible. We have, in the past, been
going blindfold in the track of & routine established when gross darkness
was expected ever 1o cover the people, and but here and tlere a lamp of
knowledge was to be lighted at the worshipped golden urm of benighted
sutiquity. Scholarship in antigr lore was still regarded as the all-
in-all ; and it was not Gll very near the time of your school days
and miae that the intelligent study of the works of God was considered
as a requisite part of human culture, or the nature of the mind
itself regarded as indicating its proper develcpement. Englaud is
now awake on this subject, and is doing much for genuine culture. Im
the States, particulatly in New England, we are ?uning ground every
Fear, although as yet far too slowly. Canada will soon have us
in the race—las indeed, in some respects, already gone beyond even the
standard at which we ajw. 1 hope that Dr. Ryerson will Jong bLe conti-
nued in his noble :phere of action. Iis moto seems to be* Ever Onward!
Mr, Chiauvesu ser:ns 10 be indefatigable. MHis journal is intensely inter-
csting. 1t breath -3 a charmiog spirit, and must, I think, be effecting a
vast amount of vnod. The various documents with which you have
favored me presc..: some prominent points of peculiar interest—the wide
range of attaipments prescribed in your university and college courses,
the high standard of scholarship at which they aim, the rigor of examina-
tior, which they intimate, and the certainty of good results which they
sccure it the thorough edutation of those who are occupicd with the
doties of instruction.  The standard of acquirement established in the
Normal Seminary, and the judicioas measures adopted for the prefessional

{1) We belicve the writer 10 be profesece William Rustell whose portrait and Liogrs-
phy are pallished in Barmand’s American Journa of Education for Mptch 1887,
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adrancenient of teachers, far transcend any thought in my own mind of
what conld ever he made practicable in Canada. Dr. Ryerson's late
movement for bringing the cnnobling and purifying influences of art to
bear upon the miads of teachers wiil prove, [ doubt not, the commence-
went of & new erain the history of popular cducation. Next to the study
of nuture, us an influence on mind, heart and soul, true :urt seems (o me
the most cflicient for every good purpose of human culture. To every
thoughtful parent the anticipation of bringing up his children in Canada
must now be :t source of deep felt satisfaction ; and to every patriotic
wmind the prosycetive position ot the Province must be truly cheering.—
(Montreal Gazette.)

—The Hon I, J. Papincan "hms visited the Jacques-Cartier Nonnal
School, and the education oftice ia Montreal, He was plensed to express
his approbation of the arrangements made for the conveyance of Normal
instruction, The professors and teachers were happy to sec among them
a gentleman who has played so great o part in the history of our country :
and they heard with great delight the short but impressive address which
he made with his usual eloquence.

— The board of education of San Fraucisco, (Californin) has expelled
from the public schools of that city, a young girl of great natural tuicnts
and irreproachable character, on the ground of her being of African des-
cent. The Echo du Pacifique containg a well written and well deserved
rebuke of so unchustianlike a proceeding.

LITERARY INTHELLIGENCE,

— A new institaen the Cercle Liltérawre was maugurated nt Muntreal
atthe “ (Buvre des L..shivres.  Itas inthe nature of n debating club
on litetary and scientific questions,

— Fatlier de Ravignan who, together with Father Lacordaire held the
first rank i« the Freach pulp:t, dicd at Paris, at the age of 3. Xavier de
Ravignan at first belonged to the bar, and made his debut as substitut du
pracurcur du roi in u britiant intuner, e left the world for the order o
St. Sulpice from wiich he pussed into that of the Jesuits. At the tiwe
when Mr. Thiers and the liberal party moved the reexpulsion of the
Jeguits from France, he pablished a raarkable work on the history of
his order.~Father de Ravignan had swong lis usual auditors in the
charch of Notre-Dame, the Lreatest men of the day, irrespective of their
religions opinions or political principles.

— Mr. Franz Stevens, son of Mr. Stevens, chief clerk in the war office
at Brussels, and brother of Mr. Pam Stevens, priocipal of the coliege of
Chambly ¥ &, aud late editor of L« Putrie, died recently at thie age of
25 of consumption. He was she authior of 2 book of poctry  Les Pocsies
Nationales™ and hiad been recently appointed professor of literature at
the military school.  Thie general in command, the pupils of the school,
several ministers of state, and a great crowd atteoded his funeral  Iis
popularity as a poet was such that a subicription list was opened for the
ercction of 2 monument to his memory.

ARTISTICAL INTELLICENCE,

— We have great pleasure in aunouncing thut a lady whose musicnl
taste and ability are well knowa by her reisarkable compositions for the
piauo-forte, bas made strrangements with the celebrated firm of Scheid-
mayer & Co., of Stutigard, for the iwportation of their pianos, harmo-
niums aud organs, which have deserved the gold medatls of the exhibitions
of London and of Paris. Mrs, Shephard has appointed for her agents at
Qucbec, Mesers Crémazie. bookscilers, Me. Rotland ju Montreal and Mr.
Laruc in Three Rivers. Onders may atzo be sent directly to Mrs Shephard,
No. 42, Ste. Ann #trect, Quehec.

— The theatrical world hias lost its” two greatest celebrities, Rache),
the great tragedian and Lablache the most powerful singer of the age.

SCIENTIFIC INTELLICENCE.

— The acdemy of Scicnces of PParis contans cleven sectives under
wwo divisions.  We give the names of the 63 savaus, comprising those
sections.—Division of mathemnatical scicnces. First section.—gcometey :
N Biot, Peinsot, Lamé, Chasle, Bertrand and Hermite. 2ad Section—
Mcchanics : MM. I baron Dupin, Poncelet, Piobert, Mozin and Combes.
3d section.—Astronomy . MM. Mathien, Liouville, Langier, Le Verticr,
Faye and Delauncy. 4ih Section.—Greography and navigation : MM.
Daperrey, Bravais and Daussy. 5ta Scclion.—Physigue génémle: MM.
Becquerclle, Pouillet Babinet, Dabamel, Despretz and le baron Cuignard
de Latwr. 24 Division.—Physical sciences.—1st section.—Chemistry @
M. Chevreul, Dumas, Pelouze, Régnault, Balard and Frémy. 2dscction.
Mineralogy : MM. Cordicr, Berthier, de Senarmount, Delafossc, le vicomte
d’Archiac aad Saiote-Claire-Deville.  3d Section.—Botany : MM. Bron-
gaiart, Montagae, Taiasae, Moquin-Tandon, Payer and Gay. 4th Scc-
tion.—Rural cconomy : MM. Boussingault, le comte d¢e Gasparin, Payn,
Rayer, Decaisue et Péligot.  5th Section.—Anatomy and zeology: MM
Dumeril, Geaffroy-Saint-Milaire, Edwarde, Valeacicnncs, Coste and De
Quatrefages. 6th Section.—Medecins and surgery: MM. Serres, Andmal,
Velpeau, Bernard, Cloyuet and Jobert ds Lamballe. There are b sides
two secretaries and 9 members unattached to auy section. Nr. Elicde
Beaumont is the secretary of the division of mathematical sciences and
\ir. Flourens of the division of physical scieaces. The nine other members
are M. le baron Séguicr, Cirviale, Bussy, Delessert, Bicnagmé, le maré-
chal Vaillant, de Verncuil, le vice-amiral Dapelit, Thonars and Passy.
There are 8 foreign associate and 100 cosresponding mcmbers.

— The scientific congress of North America meets in Baltimore on the
28th of April next. The scientific congress of Germany meets in Carls-
ruke towards the end of September; that of France will open its 25th
session at Auxerres, the second of September, aud that o' Great Britain
meets at Aberdeen in the same month,

— Mr. Laurent of Marseitles hag discovered the 51th (clescopic planot
at Nimines. It is to be called Nemause in honor of the latter city.

— We have just received from Mr. Bouillet the author of a gieat mauy
clussical works adopted by the University of ¥rance and namely of two
excellent dictionaries, of one biogtaphy aud greograpby and the viler of
sciences and literature, which are konown all over the world : a letter
from which we give an extract highly testifying to the greatness and
usefulness of Mr. Luvell's patrivtic enterprise.

Paris, §th Mareh 1858,

[ huve received thie Cenade Directory which you were kind cnough
to sead me: although I kuew of no claim of mine to such a munificent
gift. If vour intention is to cncournge the author of seversl works
intended for the education of youth, and at the same time to afford him
the weans of completing and rectifying his ¢ Dictionnaire Universcl
d'Histoire et de Géographie,” believe me, sir, you will not find me ungrate-
ful in that respeet. I will not only take care that the ¢ Canada Directory®
is tuned to a good account in iy next cdition of the dictionary, but'|
will present the copy vou have spared for me to the Geographical Society
of Paris, 1 member of which { am and {will call the attention of all
those among my confréres, who deal in statistics to the valuuble und
plentiful information which is to be found in that inexhaustible mine.
For my past as n member of the University, 1 bave especially noticed the
extendued and complete article on educantion which this annuary contains.”

OFFICIAL DOCUMBENTS.

List of Male aud Female Teachers scribed upon the Register of
the ‘Teachers? Savings® Fund, from the 1s1 of October to 31st
December, 1857.

t

g .. T 5 Awmonnt
g" z (f;m:‘\tl:‘::s e of the
S-2 INaves oF Mane aso Fesawg] o Sribed £3 premium
s ¥ TracHERS. '":;‘l: el 22 [lodeduct
27 'S ;‘é = fr.1stye%s
Z 3 . e pension.
L+ i
i £]sld. ]| £sdd.
44|Mr. Louis Frangoi« Tardif. . . .i33 years.ll 1§ 0 0f] 3110f 0
5] Miss Marie Dupont.. .... .. [y years. | 1] 0] 0]] 4]10} 0
16} Miss Marie Fournier.. .. .. 9 years. i} 1 0O 40
47,Miss Matlulde Fournier.. ..y do | 1; Of 4} 9) G} 0
48;Mr. Rodolphe Puize.... . ...| do :‘ li 0 0} 9} 0] 0
-49:Miss Honorine Dumais. A2 years. JI 1] 0] 0:] 2§ 0} 0
S04 Me. Jos. Hilawe Biron Fvears. {4 1 01 O 3, 01 0
51{3ss  Emilic Robutaille 49 yeurs.i] 1} 0; 0}l 9} 0} 0
524 Mr. James Emslie. ... . . do 1] 0i 0}]] 9]0} 0
53} Miss Caroline Rankin........ do I 1100 0] 9] 0; 0
F4:Mr. Basile Vimier . .. . .3 do Hjolo 9 00
55iMr. Frangois Fortin b ode o tpop ol 901 0
56;Mr. Jacques Labranche. .. .1 do 1) 1] 0] O] 9 0; 0
57Mr. Francis Dowse ....... . ‘ do ) HOIOH a0
58, Mr. Joln Manis do Q00 M OlG
59 Mr. William Cunningham. | do :I !‘ 0, o] 9,0} 0
60| Mr. Georze Gray. ... . ..... I do 3 170, 0) 9 0j0
61, Miss Thecle Letosracan .. . Gyears. ) 1) Of Of 6 04 0
62]Miss Héléne Létoumean.. . Gyecars. ) 13 0] 041 6 0 0
63|Mr. Charles Dion ... ... l‘) years. ll 0} ojf 9 0; 0
SHMr Jean-Baptiste Dagal 4o i 11010 By o
65{Miss Adélaide Tal. . . .1 do i 1 0l 0] 900
66|Mr. Félix E. Juncau. ... . do ! 1ioj 0if ;oo
67IMr. A. C. Walle . .. ..., do Il o]0l 9]0, 0
68]Miss Luce Lesicur Desaunlniers;  «o Ly ool 9 oo
69)Mr. Bernard Gravel.  ......| do i 10l ofl 9 0f 0
701 Miss Emémuce Michaud i do !. 1 0l 0], 9 0.0
THM P AL Avger. . Jodo R0 0] S0jo
72IMr. Edouard Lafead. . ... do 1ol oy 9 olo
73!Alise Marie Carpentier... ... do 11 0 0}' 9] 0! 0
T4 Miss Aunés Hamel. .. .4 ode 1 HHO]O]: SOV O
75/ Mr. William Wilson..... ..j do 1} 0] Ojf 9 0] 0
76| Mr. Félix Beaudry. .. ......} do 11 0} 0f| 9] 0f 0
77| Miss Julie Gagné............] do 1§ 0] 05| 8} 0j 0
78] Mr. Joseph O. Manetht . .} do 11 0] 0]] 9 0 ©
79 M. 1L T. Goslin.. ... ..... l <o 11 0] 0}] 9] 0] 0
§0Mr. Jos. G. Vincent dit Fervier] o 1 0]o]] 90]0

LY
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82, Mr. Charles Huot . 9years. )] 11 O} 0]f 9] 0] 0]Statement of monies paid by the Departnent of Education for Canada
83(Mr. !.;mlorc Belleau. ... .. ] de 1, 0] Off 910} 0 East, between the 1st January to 31st March, 1857,
s 10 o [4
81| Mr. lu:nc_ .ROll]C.l'll """"" do nopo }) o0 Amount paid from 1st to 31st January 1838 as per statement
85]Mr. Maurice Racicot..  ...1 o 11 0} 0, 9] 0] 0 sublished in Journal No. 1, 1858 $ 77.385:11
86 Miss Eliz Robin, .. ... v o 1 ojojj 9p0lof 1 N0 Ty JBIeeees e o
38;1; R’l!sq %:L'-n‘c\'ig\:e Robin...... io do 1y 0} 0 Ez OF U1 Paid from 1st Feliruary to 3150 Mareh 1858, viz:
8 l\}ls'\p'lclc."ﬁJ.,“:‘"ll'm‘ Yokt fi“m:’ { 8‘ 8 9 8 3 Or account of grant to commot schools for 2d half of 1857..  $ 26,558:10
% “!'- ! ‘\C‘{[‘]-l “-;‘ st Drolet . 9y cars. Ho: o o « & for Superior Edueation e veeeenvanaoes 25,357:20
op s Ade l(‘h;uilxlxe“e ---------- 5*};;5 } 8 3! f’ ol o w oo .\s’acqgﬁs\'c:mi?rs Normal School...  1,867:71
92| Miss Milburge Casawlt.......] “do it 1 0] 0] 900 « “ sz\(j\ll ‘:0(;1;]133 Sglxl(:):ll 2,?338(1;
93|Mr. John Rutherford. .. ....J do ool MO0 & u Journals of Education......... eee 52399
94 Miss Emilie Aushrow, . ... do 10 of 9 00 " it Office contingeucios «oveoviesaans 708:43
95{Miss Henrictte Ansbrow. ... .J14 years.]] 1] 0} 0ff 4]10] 0 o t Departmental library ooeeeenn.... 844:14
96| Miss Virginie Butean ) : 1 0pol 9opo « “ Parochial Libraries 20772
Miss Vieginte Butean...  ...] 9 years. ! H she A . . =Vitis
971Mr. Francis Corr, ... ... .... do 11 0] of} 9] 0] 0 “ & Books for prizes ..cooeeaeeesns . 247:72
98|Mr. Chatles Hudon. ........ do 1j 0] o}l 9} o} o . “  Salarics of School Inspectors ..... 193:75
99'Miss Adélnide Vallicres. ....] do | 1, 0] 01 9] 07 0 Poor Municipalities..oevoeeeeneee 3,110:00
1001 M. Augustin Vallicres. . . ... do ool 9010 -
101 Mr. Jusgph Létourneau.. . ... . do 11 0f O}y 9; 0} 0 $140,387:87
102|Me. McVurty .... .. .| do 1 0] oty 9t oy o
103 Q;r..lohn Bumns. ............ do 1 0j Off 91010 DVERT.S M \
101|Mr. Antoine Lafleur......... do 1{ 0f 0}f 91 0] 0 A < " 3
105 Mr. Paul I Guilbault. . ...... do 11 0f ol] 910]0 ~SEMENT.
106}>Miss Odile Baril............. Dyears. || 1 O] Off O] Of - i | . mmamameeseenL L mmnmoonn. LcinZae
}07 Q;iss Emilic Basil........... 9yecars. || 1] O] O 9} 0] O
08| Miss Anastasia Duff. ...... .. do 11 0j ofl 91010
W9 Miss Césarie Richard. ... ... Tyears. || 11.0] 0] 73 01 0 o R s A‘ L E ’
110{Miss Flora Afaguire....... .. dyears. [| 17 0f O] 4} 01 0
111 Q’{r Louis Pamaléon Resch. ..l 9yvears. {| 1§ 0] 0} 9} 0] O AT THE
12 Miss Michaud . ... oauans s 5yecars. }] 1, 0] O]} 5% 0f O
13{Mr. J. B. Gaedreanlt.. ....... 9vears. {| 1] 0] o}l 9f of 0| { r
114 Qlissl,oluiae Dubé. ..... ... “do 1 o] ol 90} 0 EDUCA PION OFFIC E’
115]Miss Adéline Casault........ do 1} 0] 0] 9 0; 0 .
116 I\\}iss 7i1°é ]l.cmirc ............ 7years. It 11 0 0} T} O 8 AT MONTRE.AI:
117 Mr. John Rogan. ... oene e .. do 1{ 0 O]} 91 0 .
181 J. E. L:xboulé..b ........ do 1; 0y of| 9] of 0 AND AT THE
19]Miss Marguerite Leblane. .. ..[S vears. |} 11 0{ 0f] 8] 0] O
120{Miss Hermine Raymond.. . .14 Vears. {| 1, O] O]} 41 0} 0 PRINCIPAL BOOKSELLERS
121} r. L. A, Desrochers. ....... Yyears. || 1] 0] of| 9] 0} O
122/Mr. Nazzire Caron ......... Y vears. {1 1] Of 0]l 9] 0] 0 IN MONTREAL & QUEBXC:
}‘,:3 Q}xss ;}nggliquc Vallée ...... do 11010} 9100 i
21 Mr. Joln' S. Lawler.......... do H OO0l 91000 ¢¢ "I G l f @a 42 124
125 Mt A b Laphame 1L o |Liooll atofo] «Tle Hommul of Eduration,
126, Mr. Louis M. Laplamte....... do 1] 0] O} 9} 0: O )
127:Miss Elizabeth Lemire. .. ... do 11 0] 0f] 9} 0} O AND
l‘.;.s Mr Thomas Al oo Lo D years. {{ 11 01 0] 9} 0} O «
I;ﬂ,.\lr. Etieune Feetean . A2 vears. || 1§ 0f o3 24 0f 01% JOURNAL DE LINSTRUCTION PUBLIQUE,”
}..0 Q}r Bczl .;nn{ Blauchand, . ... Gyears. f1 1 0L Off 91 0 O
UM, Robert Waeht (. 0L, do HH ool 9 010 <l RN\ SO Sl @) = S
13210 . John MeRercher. ... .. do 110f 033 9701 0 .:'égh '@ ég& ;g, 8) =9 ??/ o
133170 Franeis Oatt ... ....... do il 0] off 9 0 0
131 l_t}iss Marie Elizabeth Gervais. d da ool 90 0 -
135 Aliss Ursule Bouffurd.. ..... do 1] G} O} 9] O¢ O} Pre two journnis bonud tosether with & rich cloth €Overe ...« 3 00
136 .\lisx" Edesse Richer.. ... ... do 1Hopol 9 Oi 0 I-I:xl::h ;}(;:Jggxt{l::iles;:x:c ric:l;lL clf)‘;l:“lco‘v:rfl.c.‘.?.o. h .co cr. ;:g;)
137 Miss Uhéatiste Pereanlt. . ... Lyears. i1 11 O] Off 2 01 O Each jonrnal in BOATAS. ceecvteittaiiiaaicaatiiatanacssanans L2
13S{AIr Joseph Beaunlien. . .. . . 6% vears.{] 13 U; 0]} 6{10} O
139\ iss Fiavie Soncehal. L, i vears. || 13 01 0f] 9 0F 0 —
L10- Miss Marie Sencebal. do 14 0] oll 9 00 0| These collections will be found useful for distribution /5 prize Looks,
l‘lli.\hs.\ Rose Déhma Beteteutie: o 10}l ol} 9 ()' 0 | in Colleges and Schools.  Directors of Colleges and Academics, Schaol
12'M . Andrew Doyle 6 veass., 1‘ oo 6] 0! ¢ | Commixsivners and Teachers generally, who will huy six copics, or any
113 2Tr. Lonis Rov ~ o “do 1 ol ot ¢ ol ofoumber over six, for that object, will obtain a’ DEDUCTION OF
117 Miss Louice Avotte 9 vears ,' ol o 5,' 0, 0| TWENTY PER CENT on the above prices. They will obtain their
135 M1 Hesesinne Foumier e 0 ol 9 copics either at the Education Oftice, in Montreal, orat the Office of the
5. Mr. Hexesippe Fournier L 1 o} 9 0 0 ont of the D Thomas Rev. Esaui be
LG M 1L C. Dorois..... . ..i  do 1] of off of v] o] A& of the Depariment, Thomas Rog, Bsqiire, Quebee. ces des
M7\ W Stnson ' do nmoll 9 olo A limited number of copies only beiog on hand, parties desirous of
1S Al A '1);!'1;}1' rers do 10l o 9 ol o seeuring them, will do well to send in their orders immediately,
H9{1. 7. De Latinsitte .0 o i of ol 9f oj 0 SN
150!2‘-“55 Mugueriie Bélivesn. .} do l 1} 0] 01} 91 0] O] heenneafss «cnpuon 10the “Joumalde Plnstrecumn Publique.” edited by the
1501 :2iss Eladie Bélivean 3 vears. 1 0" 0] 5. 07 0§ Supenntendentar docaton and M. Jos. Lenoirs will be Five sRiLLX0s perannum and,
152 Miss Hermine Roussean “do b ;‘ l’ 0 0' 5. qf ¢ [teme ~~l!‘4'm'.elr‘€ 1-L1'J-‘umaul°o:}2duc:‘l;in,"¢dilcd Ly the Superintendent of Edlucas
de adidny Tl Ristile H. ] tion 2l Mz, Job ladiger. & vE S XG$ nanum,
1331 Miss Demerise Dumnis 7 years, ll 010l 77010 "’l:c:::ch‘cu \}.-m a}:cc.il;cgf:t five s‘!\‘iging?hmra{nx:‘i:;h:t‘x}oJox:rpab.orl.liflhcg‘echoﬁw.
5 70 vt DY Nen v enpics 1 e onearof 1 er.  Sabaeripli ¢ invariably t id i
;f:llillsg‘/‘?‘? .(". l’.x.‘:'“h- : :»’-\(.urs. ! 1 (' 0 '9 0. () n\';':a(";]:'c of ether vlen e Ui 7. iplions are ivanably to e i3
a9 Mr. S repannier L. Ll Tode i 1) O] OfF W 08 O] 000 copiesof the - Joumal de Mustruction Pablique 1 and 2000 copics of the * Lowes:
156! Me. Zeplusin de 81 Anban Ryears. |y Y O O} 2] 0) O Canada fnumal of Edceanion ' will be issued monihly.  The former will appear about
1571 € iss Apoiline Pronl bsvears. 1 11 ¢ oll 5, 0p o [he.nuddic, and the latter towards the end of each month.
24y NSE APOIIIE TN L. 9 cars. 11 1§ CL O ”’; | Ne advenicements wiil v published in either Jaumal except they have direct
155 Miss Henriette Canier + 9 vearns. ! ] 0! O] Y O} O] reference tu cducation of 1o the ans and sciences.  Pricc—one shilling pet line fot the
15539‘\.“55 Julie Chnsn ! i oo 900 l‘xr:j insertian, and six pee pcr‘lxncﬁf‘;rcrysubsuiucm1:mmuu.gnyal-!c in advance.
1600 M. Finlay Meliwan .. bcars. (] 1 O O N 0, 0|, Sobscripiions wiil be received ai the Office of thg Depanment Moniteal. by Mr. The-
4 A B i ' mac< Roy, agent, Quebec: pereons residing in the country will piease apply tn this office
161)Mr. AL M. Langloss. . l‘) years 1] 0] Off 4 0} O} per mal, enclosing at the game titne the amount of their subscription.  Thev are
162{3Mr. ¥ A. Parent {5 vears, || 11 0l 0j] 5| 0] 0 iEpepicito e dentrand gy o v it adicss and i e os e




