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/ ANIMAL INSTINCT.

F
I

- When the various tribes of inferior
teatures, and their innumerable
‘wrious actions and works, are ob-
.#rved, it becomes most naturally our
tirnest inquiry, What is the power
“o¥faculty by which they are all so
“¥onderfully guided—in a manner so
,iform in all their different species—
taid in many respects to results so
“fuperior to any thing the higher rea-
@n _of man ecould attain? This
fiulty has ever by common consent
-béen denominated, INSTINCT—and
s most frequently, in order to our
.gaiming a correct idea of its nature,
beén contrasted with reason. To in-
feid a result, and to plan and arrange
fir its accomplishment, is the process
#reason. Butto act from instinct, is
e guided to the performance of a
Ttmber of pre-arranged actions which
#il-bring about a certain rvesult,
while' the creature performing those
Hitions neither knows nor intends the
Tesult they will effect, nor, of course,
duld plan the arrangement of means
%ith a view to its aecomplishment.
Instinet acts*its part with unerring
Precision, withont intelligently know -
g what or why it does so. ~This is
‘nfessedly a most curious, inexpli-

cable faculty. That these labours,
many of them requirin% great efforts
| and self denial, should be voluntarily
undertaken, diligently prosecuted,
and most successfully completed, in
, entire ignorance of their design, is
{ such a mixtuwre of skill and know-
‘ledge with blind impulse, as con-
; founds us. Itis one of the wonders
i of God. We have before us a faculty,
in one respect as much above reason,
as it is below it in another. Where
reason errs and stumbles, this steady
light infallibly guides; and where
reason walks in clear day-light of
, knowledge, this faculty works in total
darkness. Instinct is confined to
narrow limits, but within them it
never mistakes. Reason expatiates
:in mere ample bounds; but how
often bewildered, confounded, apd
perplexed !

The process of reasen and con-
| trivance in men are capable of almost
. endless degrees of imperfection or

improvemeut. Defects in previous
. arrangements of means are perpetus
' ally being detected, and remedied :
and new, and long-unthought-of con-
trivances are the offspring of ingeni-
ous minds, to effect what beforehand

A
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would have been deemed
chimeras and hopeless impossibilities.
But instinct reaches its full perfection
at once; and never afterwards re-
ceives, or admits of, any improve-
ment. The structure and contriv-
ances of a chronometer, a loom, 2
steam-engine, have grown and ad-
vanced forward, from rude essays to
high perfection of complex parts:
and these and similar products of
human ingenuity may yet make
advances, as much beyond their pre-
sent perfection, as they now excel
their early rude prototypes. Butthe
texture and shape of a bird’s nest, or
of  the cells and masses of honey-
combs, are now what they ever were ;
and ever will be, without variation
of improvement, or degeneracy. This
shows, that the faculties of which
these works are respectively the
results are of a widely different order.

Again: the powers of reason are
developed in widely different degrees
in different individuals. But in
every single individual of each tribe
of irrational creatures there is exactly
the same perfect qualification for such
labours as are peculiar to its species.
Reason acquires its knowledge and
contrivances by labour, and gradually
improvesby repeated efforts. Tnstinct
in its full perfection is native in the
creature, from the commencement of
its existence.

Yet it is undeniable, that all the
actions of the inferior tribes of
creatures are not universally the
result of instinct. It js observed that
some tribes have much more native
sagacity than others. And so, too,
in numerous cases that occur, affect-
ing the ease or wants of domesticated
creatures, we find them not so desti-
tute of a capacity of thought and
contrivance, but that they can form a
plan suitable to the occasion. Some-
times, of course, they are baflled;
but in many instances they are suc-
cessful ; and those instances must be
sufficient to prove that. the creatures

wild | do not act from instinct only.

|

Animal Instinct.

Be-
sides which, many animals possess a
strong imitative faculty—they will

do what they have seen dome by

others of their species, or even by
men. Now, pure instinct is not an
imitative faculty. In those processes
of instinet which are most difficult and
sarprising, it is impossible any part
of the skill possessed by the creature
performing them should have been
gained by imitation; especially in
the case of numerous insect tribes,
which never knew their parents, nor
ever witnessed any such process as
they, undesigning and untaught, ex-
ecute. As, the caterpillar in weaving
its cocoon, and the butterfly in de-
positing its eggs. But imitation
seems invariably associated with
reason ; is one of the most powerful
laws by which it acts ; and one of the
most effectual means of its acquisi-
tions and advancement.

Moreover, animals are capable of
education : they may be, and often
are, taught things that greatly sur-
prise every beholder. Now, instinct
is neither knowledge gained by in-
struction, nor a faculty capable of
being improved by instructien. No
bird could be taught to built a better
nest ; no hare to adopt a mode of
repose better adapted for its security
than sitting in its form, or a posture
in which it would sooner gain notice
of approaching danger, or be better
prepared for immediate flight. But
reason is essentially a faculty for im-
provement by education. As the
instructor presents knowledge to its
attention, it opens its powers to re-
ceive it ; each acquisition strengthens
and enlarges its capacity for further
progress. If, then, animals can
acquire knowledge by education, and
that too of a nature exceedingly
diverse from any they possessed by
native instinct—then it is certainthey
must possess powers of perception 10
understand the meaning of the lesson
proposed by the instructor—ot



Letter to-a Yo

memory to retain the several steps of
acquiremient in the process of their
education—of capacity for advance-
ment from one step of knowlege to
anothnr; and these are plainly powers
more allied to reason than to instinct.
I should therefore conclude, that the
inferior creatures (inasmuch as they
perform by fur the greater number
of their actions, especially in their
wild, native state, by innate, blind
instinet) may be properly denomin-
ated creatures of instinct ; although
some few of their actions and capa-
bilities show that they are not bound
down to instinct as their only means
of knowledge and action. Just as,
on the other hand, man is properly
denominated the creature of reason ;
because it is evident that reason is
his chief instrument of knowledge aad
action ; although it might be evident,
on consideration, that some of his
ations are instinctive; performed,
especially in infancy, not from rea-
son, or instruction, or imitation ; but
from an innate impulse and guidance
inthe mind, prior to any processes of
thought.

Brutes, then, are creatures of in-
dtinct; but still they possess some
fechler rays of reason; some capa-
{bilities of knowledge, besides the
dll and guidance of instinct, without
which they would have been far less
weful to man, and would have been,
in many instances, placed in a situa-
tion where they had no adequate
power to enable them to act for their
own welfare.  Men are the creatures
of reason; and yet they seem to
‘possess faculties and feelings for
action more analogous to iustinct than
toreason. And it is found that, in
proportion as brutes are taken from
their wild native state, and are con-
tolled and provided for by man,
their instincts, being less necessary,

seemto weaken and wear out ; where- .

#their powers of sagacity,being more
#xercised and cultivated, expand and
fmprove.  The horse and dog, as they
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are found under human dare and
government, are in a very small de-
gree creatures of instinct, but are in
a very high degree creatures of art
and education. The converse also is
equally true, that men in their more
wild and savage state are more crea-
tures of instinet, and less so of reason
and education. Their senses of sight,
hearing, and smell are acute beyond
credibility ; their wants few ; their pas-
sions strong; and their powers of
endurance beyoud expression. In
them the animal nature attains high
+ perfection ; the rational nature dwin-
" dles, isalmost stified and extinguished.
{ To be Continued.)

D
LETTER TO A YOUNG CHRISTIAN.

ung Christian.

' Sir,—The following letter, written
by the Rev. John Gilmour, upwards
lof seventeen years ago, ccncains so
!much that is interesting and impor-
[ tant, both to young and old Christ-
ians, that I send it to you, with a
request that yon insert it in the
Canada Baptist Magazine. Having
preserved some other letters from
the pen of that “ good wan,” youmay
expect to hear from me occasionally,
with extracts from them.
Your’s, &ec. OLvLon.

Montreal, Nov. 15, 1838.

ABERDEEYN, August 10, 1821.

My veErY I)EAR BroTugr,—I
was exceedingly glad to hear from
you. I have often thought of yon
since I left G———k, and never
without sensations of pleasure and
concern. You had not the least
occasion to ask me to forgive you for
writing me. I may be mistaken,
and yet I think your letter afforded
! me more pleasure than if it had been
one from the King signitying his
"pleasure that I should become.
Rishop of Durham. You are the
first person to whom my weak at-
teppt~ 1o serve Christ have beems
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rendered useful as it r_spects con- |
version.

My dear brother, your progress in
sanctification is an ebject of paramount
importance: the news of it to me .
will always afford gratification ; the
oppesite would furnish a source of
real regret. When a man is first |
convinced of his sin, and led under
the impression to cry—¢« How shail
I escape the wrath which is to come ?”
to such a question we reply—Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ. We in-
vite men to return to God, we
entreat them to be reconciled through
Christ Jesus, and to partake of all
the blessings contained in the Gospel.
This we do according to the authori-
ty of God, and if Jehovah authorizes
us thus to plead with men, we may
rest assured lhe will east out none
who come unto him. The force of
these entreaties I hope you have
felt—and not with a harsh, but pleas-
ing violence, have been constrained
to follow Christ. You have made a
public profession of his name; and
as such you are now a witness of
God. Tt is of the utmost moment
to bear an honourzble testimony ;
and how shall we do this? By
maintaining a holy conduct.

Says Paul—« God hath predes-
tinated us to be conformed to the ;
image of his Son.” Now, if we cun
point out some of the most prominent
features of the Redeemer's character,
and embody them in our’s, then we
shall know what it is to he “con-
formed to the image of God’s Son.”
With some fine and lovely lineaments
of his image we are presented in Heb.
vii. 26— Holy, harmless, undefiled,
and separated from sinners.” By his
being holy, we may understand his
great compassion, or his eternally
untainted nature ; by his being harm-

(and 2. Karnest prayer.

less, we may understand his inno-
cency, that he would injure no one, but
do good onalloccasions; by undefiled,
we-may understand that, though in
this world he lived in the midst of

Letter to a Young Christian.

sinners and sin, yet he remained un-
contaminated—he tempted no man,
nor was he capable of being over-
come by temptation; his  being
separated from sinners, shews that
thongh he lived among them, and
tried to do them good, vet he made
them not as such his companions—he
stood at a distance from their prac.
tices. Now, my very dear friend,
if you wish to be happy—to be an
honourable member of  Christian
society—to resemble Jesns Christ,
think on these things, pray over these
things, strive to exemplify these
things.

Allow me here to observe, that
there appear to be two means which
God has appointed to effect our
sanctification ; and let me farther say,
that if’ I know any thing of progres
in the ways of God, they have
happily contributed to it. 1. The
diligent perusal of the word of God,
In the
volume of inspiration, God tells us
what we should do, and how we
should do it; and by prayer we
ackrowledge our insufficiency, and
implore his aid; and he is always
attentive to the voice of our supplica-
tion, and affords us the reyuisite
strength or influence of his Divine
Spirit, and hereby enables uws to

perform what he has commanded.

This is beautifully pointed out in the
19th Psalm from the 7th to the 12th
verse. The Psalmist dwells on the
excellencies of the word of God, and
it served as a kind of mirror in which
he beheld his moral deformities or
sinfulness, and hence at the 12th
verse, “ Who can understand bhis
errors, &ec.,” and then in the 13th and
14th verses, earnestiy implores Gods
assistance, Many other places may
be pointed out, bat let this suffice on
the present occasion ; and let me ask
you to ponder attentively that Psalm,
and pray over it. You will some-
times, no doubt, foel a more thas
ordinary softness of mind, whes
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reflecting on your past transgressions,
and God’s goodness : at such a time
vou will see sin in general in a more
piercing light, and be made to dwell
on your own in particular.  You will
also feel the frost of selfishness
dissolved, - and flow out in love to
God and your fellow men 5 you will
feel as if you could do nothing else
than pray. Then, my dear friend,
take this opportunity of confessing
your guilt before God, and of im-
ploring the sanetification of your
spirit.  Live near to God—bhold
communion with the skies—and often

think of the shortness of time, and |

the importance of employing every
hour to some advantageous purpose.

Be kind in all your deportment,
and let this be especially the case
towards your relations—towards your
Pastor—towards your brethren, and
indeed towards all men.
object of the Gospel is to make us
love God and love men, and these
ends it is admirably adapted tosecure.
If we ave saved by grace (and had it
not been for grace we must have
perished), surely we should pity those
who are still despising thewr own
mercy. O, it is an enviable state of
mind to weep over suffering human-
ity ; it brings us up, I had ahnost
said, to the high eminence on which
the compassionate Saviour stoud ; for
he wept over unthinking Jerusalem.
This is a generous feeling of our
nature ; and every generous exercise
of sonl has a corresponding (uantun
of happy grief; for tears have their
own sweetness wo. If saved by grace,
what love is evinced by God, by
Christ, by the Divine Spirit; and
surely all this is caleulated to bind
us by a reciprocal affection to the
trivne (xod, and lead us on by an
invincible endearment to do all that
he enjoins. ¢ The love of Christ,”
says Paul, “ constraineth us.”  Thus
I have gone on frum one thing to
another, until my paper admonishes
me to make a hasty close. * ® * ®

The great |
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May the peace of God be with you,
and your friend, &c.
—co—
For the Baptist Magazine.

A NEW VIERSION of xix Chapter of the
Book of Job, from the German of EwArp.
(Puoctische Biicher, 3ter Theil, p. 186.)
Job, xix Chapter.

1 And Job replied and said :
2 Iow lung will you grieve my soul,
and pound me quite with words?
3 These ten times you make me ashamed,
you blush not to be uutfeeling towards me.
4 And truly also I have erred,
I know my error well ;|
5 will youactually boast yourselves againstme
aund upbraid me with my reproach?
Then kunow that Gop has made me bead,
and cast over me his net around.
7 Lo! [ complain of injustice—without a
hearing,
I cry aloud for help—no judgment!
8 Hehashedgedin iny path--insurmountably,
and sets darkness on my walks ;
9 of my digaity has he stripped me,
and taken away the crown of my head;
he tears me round about—ond I vanish,
and roots out like a tree my hope ;
and kindles upow me his wrath,
and ¢onsiders me like one of his enemies:
2 all together come his hosts,
and they prepare their way against me,
and encarmnp uround my tent.
My brethren has he removed far from me,
and my friends—they are utterly estrang-
ed from me;
my relatives keep away,
and my acquaintances have forgotten me;
1y domestics and maidens count mefora
stranger,
a foreigner have T become in their eyes;
my servant I call—without an answer,
with my own mouth I entreat him;
my breath is offensive to my wife,
and I am a stench to the sonsof my body ;
children sho despise me,
I stand up and they ridicule me:
all my confidential friends are shy of me,
and they whom T love turn against me.
To my shin and flesh cleave my banes,
so that § have scarcely escaped with my
gums, . .
Oh ! merey, merey on me, ye my friends!
for the hand of God las touched me.
Wherefore do you persecute me as God, -
and are never satisfied with my fesh ?
23 Oh! that yetmy words were written down,
oh! that they were recorded in a book ;
24 with a pen of iron, and with lead
were graven in the rock for ever!
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25 Yet I know It, my redeemer lives,
a successor will arise on the dust;
26 and after this my skin is destroyed,
and free from the body, I shall see God,
27 whom [ shall see for myself,
and my eyes shall behold and not a
stranger’s.
—My reins are consumed in my hosom !
28 Because you say, ‘ how we will persecute
him1”
and that the ground of the matter is
found in me;
29 then be afraid of the sword,
for hot are the punishments of the sword :
in order that you acknowledge the
Almighty.

REMARKS.

In the original work a commen-
tary on the chapter follows the
translation, but it is such a commen-
tary as the generality of readers do
not want, and cannot appreciate;
and therefore I shall ouly give the
substance of the author’s remarks on
the very difficult and important
passage which contains Job’s confi-
dent expectation of 2 goél.

Verses 25—27 contain the first
germs of that hope which joyfully
glances beyond death into the im-
mortality of the soul. Yet I know
my Redeemer lives, although I die
unredeemed, misjudged, and perse-
cuted ; yet the eternal and everliving
God will redeem me even after my
deuth ; and a suceessor, one that shall
follow in my right and defend it,
will arise upon the dusi, i. e. the
gtave, (ch. xvii, 16 ; xx, 11 ; xxi, 26),
even as among men the survivor or
natural successor in all the rights and
obligations of the dead, whose rights
he has to redeem (gdal), and whose
murder he has to avenge, visits the
grave or dust of the injured person
and derives from it wrath and courage
Tinst the murderer : see ch. xvi, 18.

nd after my skin is destroyed, this
here, such as you see it, already

lacerated and incurable, ard out of

my flesh or body, no more burdened
and plagued with it, I shall sce God
as the judge and defender of my
fmecence which 1 can no Jonger

- Letter to the Editor

enjoy in this life. Whom 1 shall sea

Jfor MYSELF, for my happiness, since

he will acknowledge my right, my
innocence, and My eyes shall behold
him, not a stranger, not another but
I only, not my opponents who perse-
cute me in my innocence. Oh! I
vanish away (my reins are con-
sumed in my bosom), through joyous
longing for his appearing.

I think it desirable t¢ add another
version of this difficult passage from
the German work of Prof. UMBREIT,
whose translation and commentary
are highly esteemed for the light
which they thwow on the book of
Job,

Verses 25—27.
Yet T know my avenger lives,*
and at last he will stand up on tbe arema
(place of conflict) ;1
yea, when my skin is no more, when this
here is destroyed, T
and even without tlesh, [ <hall see God:
him I shall see in my favour,
my eyes shall see him and not—as a foe.
(My reins are consumed within me!)

B. Davies.
———

To the Editor.

DEArR Sir,—Several pieces on
prayer, well worthy of admiration,
have, at different times, appeared in
the Magazine ; some inculcating and
enjoining the duty of prayer; some

* Properly : 1 (with emphasis) know my lirnng
avenger. Goél (Num. xxxv, 27) with the addition of
hadddsm, is the avenger of blood, who, as the nearest
relative of a murdered person, wasbound to avenge
his death. Here God is so called in relation to Job,
who considers himself as being slain without cause,
See ch. xvi, 19

t At last he, properly, as one ¢hat comes after me.
On the place of conflict, proper.r, on the dust, which
means either the earth in opposition to heaven,
where the hoped for avenger dwells, or more pro-
bably the place of combat, as the Roman pulvis (in
the sense of the more common term arena).

3 When my skin, §c., properly, after my skin, i. e.
when my skin is nomore. We must mark well the
word sk, lest we mistake the meaning of the
verse, by supposing that Job speaks of sceing God
after the complete death of the bady. Jub, after
uttering his confidence in God as the assertor of his
innocence, casts 8 look on his skin that was then
full of loathzome disease (the clephantiasis, which
bruises and teaars the skin), and says, in eftect,
* though this skin be destroyed, and the flesh waste
away, and 1 be reduced to & mere skeleton, vet 1
shall see God.” Inaccordance with Job's prophetic
auticipation, God.doen actually gpear at the close
offlh:- strife (¢h xxxviii, &c.’as the defender of his
right.
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the efficacy of prayer; and some de-
siring & reform in prayer. In the
last number of the Magazine has
appeared one that comes under this
latter character. "Semajy, the author,
requests that you or some of your
correspondents will take up the sub-
ject, and, as I suppose, not only
correct those errors to which he
alludes, but also to lay down a cor-
rect and perfect model of prayer for
Christians to be guided by in their
devotional exercises. Does he forget
that our blessed Lord and Saviour
has laid down a correct and perfect
model of prayer? Does he forget
that the holy apostles prayed, and
that by inspiration too, which, to say
the least of it, ought to be a model
for us ?

There are many pious individuals,
who are, to speak after the manner of
men, uninstructed as to correct forms
of prayers : and as to a proper use
of words, never will be instructed ;
and whose prayers, although their
language may be broken and vulgar,
are of much avail in the sight of the
Heavenly Father. But, begin to
instruet them about such niceties and
particulars as SEMaJ would have you
or some other person to do, and you
will run the risk of ensnaring them ;
lay a foundation for the enemy of
souls to work upon; and, perhaps,
“break the bruised reed.”

But lest we should be mistaken
upon this important subject, and write
amd speak rashly, let us observe a
few instances of prayer as they are
recorded in the New Testament.
First, our adorable Saviour says to
bis disciples, « After this manner
therefore pray ye : Our Father which
art in heaven, &e.” Here our Lord
is undoubtedly addressing the Father,
and he instructs his disciples to do so
0. In one part of this admirable
prayer we find it thus, < And forgive
w our debts, as we forgive our
debtors ;" er, as our Saviour ex-
presses it in a subsequent verse,—
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« For if ye forgive men their tres-
passes, your Heavenly Father will
also forgive you” lIa this petition
we are instructed to pray to the
Father for the forgiveness of sins or
trespasses, not binding us to make
use of the phrase « for the sake of thy
son,” though [ believe we may say
so with great propriety ; because it
is only for the sake of his son that he
can forgive us our sins. For Jesus
by his (i:ath made it possible for God
to be « just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus.” Secondly,
when our blessed Lord was hanging
upon the cross, and his compassion-
ate heart yearning with pity for his
murderers, he said, ¢ Father, forgive
» them ; for they know not what they
| do.” Here our Lord prays to his
! Father to forgive his murderers ; un-
doubtedly with the understanding
that they could not be forgiven, but
through the infinite merits of his own
sacrificial death. But not ene word
on the subject. He does not say,
« Father forgive them,” for my sake.
It was unnecessary to mention it,
because it was implied in the prayer :
forgiveness of sins can only be ob-
tained through the infinite merits of
Jesus Christ our Saviour. And we
may or we may not, use the words
of reference, provided we keep the
eye of faith steadfastly fixed upon
Christ Jesus as the only sacrifice for
sin, and medium of approach unto the
Father.

Thirdly. « And they stoned Ste-
phen, calling upon God, and saying,
« Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
Stephen invokes the Lord Jesus to
receive his spirit; the Lord Jesus
could not receive his spirit but only
through his own infinite merits;
therefore Stephen invokes the Lord
Jesus to receive his spirit for the sake
of the Lord Jesus, although he does
not make use of the latter words.
Stephen kneeled down, and cried
with a loud voice, ¢ Lord lay not this
sin to their charge,” i. e. Lord forgive
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them this sin; but the Lord could
not forgive them this sin but only
through his own meritorious death
and sacrifice, and for his own sake :
therefore Stephen prayed to the
Lord Jesus for the suke of the Lord
Jesus, to forgive the sins of his
murderers. Certainly Stephen offered
an acceptable prayer, and nsed aform
that we may all use with the utmost
safety and propriety in the sight of a
merciful and long-suffering God.
Fourthly. « Aud the very God of
peace sanctify you wholly; and I
pray God your whole spirit and soul
and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesns

Christ.”  Jesus Chuist is emphatically |

O -his
peace

styled the God of peace.
entrance into the world,

commenced upon earth; a little be- ;

fore his departure out of this world,
he bequeathed peace to his followers.
If, as it is generally understood to be,
the apostle here prays to Jesus
Christ, the God of peace, that he
might sanctify wholly the Thessa-
lonian believers; it must be accom-
plished only through the merits of
Christ, and for his sake alone ; and
although the phrase is not here used,

Death of a Little Boy.

there were more such prayers offered
up in faith, and then the Holy Ghost
would descend upon his people; his
heritage wonld be abundantly fruit.
ful ; less criticising and particulariz-
ing ahout words and forms of prayer,
Semaj scems to regret very much,
becanse some “able ministers” are
guilty of such errors as praying to
the Lord Jesus for the sake of the
Lord Jesus. I hope that he will re-
gret less when he finds that such able
ministers as the aposties and martyrs
were guilty of such errors. Should
SeMmay proceed with his reform, and
reply to the above, I hope that he
will not only point out the errors
existing amongst God’s praying
people in their words and forms, but
also give them to see clearly the
words and forms that ought to be
used, with Secripture examples to

enforce and encourage them. I re.
main, dear Sir, your’s truly,
Axasm,

October 20, 1838.
——
For the Canada Baptist J..gazine.
DEATH OF A LITTLE BOY.
On a fine Sabbath morning, dar

it is obvious that it is implied in the | ing the past summer, I was onmy
prayer. And what more impro- | way to the house of God, when a
priety can there be in praying to the | friend informed me that R. G. was
Lord Jesus to pardon our sins and | veryill. My public duties prevented

pour upon us the gift of his Holy
Spirit for the sake of Jesus, than in
the apostle praying to the Lord
Jesus to preserve the Thessalonian
believers unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus.

Again: Jesus has promised to
“send the comforter, which is the
Holy Ghost.” It is our duty to pray
to Jesus to send us the promised
comforter ; but Jesus cannot send us
the comforter, unless it be through
his own merits and for his own sake ;
thereforeitis our bounden duty to pray
to.Jesus Christ for the sake of Jesus,
to send us the comforter which is the
Holy Ghost. Would to God then

me from going to see him on that
day, but resolved to do so on the
morrow. On Monday I reached the
chautie where Robert lived, and
entered into conversation with him
somewhat to the following effect:
“What do you think about the
state of your soul?” «If I die
wicked I shall be sent to the dad
place.”  «1It is a very dreadful thing,
Robert, to think of going to such a
place of misery ; but is there no way
of being saved from it ?” < Yes, by
believing in Christ.” ¢ Whois Jesus
Christ?” ¢ The Saviour of sinners.”
“ But what has he done to save
sinners ?” « He died for them;
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wicked men put spikes in him and
fastened him to the cross.” ¢ Do
vou think the Lord Jesus Christ is
able to save you?” ¢ Yes, for he
died for all the world.” “Do you
wink he is willing to save yowu 2"
“Yes; for he has said, He will cast
cut none that come to him.” ¢« Do
vou then believe in Christ Jesus?”
“Yes” After some farther conver-
ation, reading to him some portions
of Seripture, and marking others to
be read to him, I engaged in prayer
and left him.

Next day I visited him again.
The violence of his disorder had much
increased ; he had spent a very rest-
less night; a burning fever seemed
toparch un the blood in his veins;
whilst the occasional delirium, the
Jdassy look of his eyes, and the
catching with his hands at what was
within  his reach, seemed evident
tokens of approaching dissolution.
Soon after I entered, his mother said,
“Robert, do you know who that is #”
“Yes, it is "1 then
ssked, * Robert, do you remember
my coming to see you yesterday ?”
“Yes.,” “ And what did I talk to
you about ?” < Christ.” * Do you
love to hear about Christ ?” ¢ Yes.”
“Why ?”  « Because he is the
Saviour.”  “ What do you want him
to do for you?” «“To take me to
the good place.” ¢ Perhaps,” said I,
“you are only anxious to escape hell,
whilst there are some sins which you
would like to hold fast.” «O no,”
he replied. «Is it your sincere de-
sire to be made entirely free from all
sin?” < Yes, that is my desire.”

Perceiving that he tossed from side
o side every few moments, I re-
marked, ¢ You are in great pain.”
“Yes” “Do you feel willing that
the Lord should do with you just as
he pleases 7 ¢ Yes.” 1t is well,” I
added, ““ to be resigned to the will of
the Lord: he will do what is best.”
“Yes,” he replied,  the Lord will do
what is right.” «Tell me now,
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Robert, whether would you have
vour pain and sickness go away and
get well again, and liv ¢ in the world,—
or die and go to be with Jesus
Christ ?” ¢ ] would rather die and
go to be with Christ.” ¢ Why?”
“ Cause it would be &' weel, for aye.”
This e spoke with great emphasis.
T commenced singing the Hymn
“There i3 a fountain filled with
blood,” when he immediately joined
in singing, and his whole soul seemed
engaged whilst we went through the
two first verses. I was too much
affected to sing more; but repeated
the remaining part of the Hymn, also
that other beautiful Hyma, « Hark
my soul it is the Lord,” great part of

- which he strived to repeat after me,

Mingled emotions of wonder, grati-
tude, and praise filled my heart at this

'

moment. “ Here is a child eleven
years of age knows he is a sinner,
and that hell is the desert of sin :—
believes there is a heaven, and de-
sires to be there,—and believes also
that Jesus Christ is the way; and
such is the strength of his hope, that
he is raised superior to pain and fear
of death, and his soul rejoices in the
great salvation. Truly this must be
the teaching of the Holy Spirit:
“QOut of the mouths of babes and
sucklings thou hast perfected praise.’ ”
I talked a little more with him,
prayed, and rose to go. Tzking him
by the hand I said, “ Robert, I do
not expect to see you again in this
world; where do you wish we shall
meet again?”  “In heaven,” he re-
plied. “Yes, the Lord grant we
may meet there. Farewell, Robert,
farewell.”  “ Farewell, and thank you,
Sir.” I advanced to the door; his
mother had just taken him in her
arms for the purpose of changing his
position to afford him some temporary
relief, when he turned his head round
to take a last look; and as I was
outside the door, and just about to
pass from his sight, he once more
said, “ Good b’ye,and thank you, Sir.”

B
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I am the more particular in notic-
ing his expressions of thankfuluess,
as they furnish additional evidence
that this littie boy was under the in-
fluence of something superior to
natural principles. Not only was his
heart penetrated with a lively sense
of gratitude for my visiting him, and
talking to him about Christ, but in
expressing himself there was a polite-
ness of manner to which he had pre-
viously been a stranger.

During the day several Christian
friends called to see him, and he
appeared to take a lively interest in
prayer, reading, singing hymns, and
Christian  conversation.  Amougst
others came a relative whom he had
heard on one occasion use improper
language. « If you do not,” said he,
“leave off using such bad words, you
will go to the bad pluce.” 1t ap-
peared to impress him much thus to
be reproved by the dying child. O
that that reproof may Dbe the means
of leading him to think on his ways.
and to prepare for his dying hour.

Robert continued to manifest the |

same deep interest on the subject of
religion.  Several pious f{riens
watched him, and were astomshed

and delighted at hearing the manner |

in which he spoke of Divine things.
The violence of his discase continu-
ing to increase, it was evident nature
could not long survive it; and ac-
cordingly about mid-night he ceased

|

'

to breathe, and bis spirit, as we have ,
good reason to believe, took its happy

flight to another and a better werld. |

An early interment was necessary,

and being out of the settlement, it

was not in my power to be present
at the burial. A deep solemnity per-
vaded the minds of the pious neigh-

Days.

wiped away with the pleasing hope
that, Robert,
“We shall meet thee on that peaceful shore
* Where parting sounds shall pass our lips no more.”
Axprx.
P— S —
BETTER DAYS.

While affliction is regarded as a
misfortune or a calamity by the un.
sanctified heart, the cxperienced
Christian views it under another
and a more pleasing aspect. This
remark is illustrated by the follow-
ing extract from the excellent me-
moir of Mrs. Hawkes:

“When persons have been, like
myself, reduced in life and brought
to a state of dependance, it is very
eommon for one and another old
friend and acquaintance to say, with
atone of pity, Ah, I knew her in her
better days! I remember s0 and o
in her better days! Nor is there any
impropriety in the expression, in their
sense of it.  But this I know by ex-
perience, that the days of ease and
worldly prosperity are seldom 10
Christians their better days. So far
from it, that to the praise and glory
of God's holy name would I speak it,
I have substantial reason to call these
my better days—these days and nights
of pain—these days in which I am
visited with an incurable disorder—
these days of frequent anxiety from
various quarters—these days of al-
most absolute confinement and soli-
tude, are not only my Oetter, but my
best days ; because the Saviour con-
descends to be more present with me
in then ; to manifest himself as he
does not to the world ; to stand by
my bed of affliction and speak kindly

bours as they carried the remains of | to my heart; because I am taught by
Robert to the “ house appointed for | affliction and cnabled by grace to

all living.”

cultivate the life of faith ; which isas

Several prayers were offered, and | superior to the life of sense as the
hymns sung on thc occasion; and ; heavens are higher than the carth:
though tears of pious sorrow were | and that, even in so very small 8
dropped around the grave, they were | measure as I have known it.”



Reply to < Omega” on Christian Baptism.

To the Editor.

Dear  Sir,—When our senti- '
ments as a denomination are publicly |
attacked, you will allow that it is but |
justice that we should have an oppor- ‘
tity of defending them. Ou this |
account I request the insertion, in |
your Magazine, of the following |
vhservations.  Your’s truly,

Avrprua.
A4 Reply to Omeca on Christian Baptism, :
in the PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW for May, }
I
{
|
1
I
1
1

Sir,—As your article on Baptism
touches the subject in all its parts, I
camot, in the small compass of a
Jetter, notice the whole of it, but must
confine my remarks to such things as
appear to me chiefly objectionable. !
Itis with pleasure I observe that it
contains a number of admirable senti-
ments ; and the whole of the first part
is worthy of the regard and approba-
tion of the entire Christian Chuveh ;
but there are others which I think
objectionable, and I will state my
reasons.

L I ubject, Sir, to your hranding
a Christian and evangelical denomin-
ation with a nick-name, a title of re-
proach, ecalling them Arabaptists,
when you know that they are distin-
guished every where amongst Christ-
ian denominations by a name to which
they have no objection, and which is
borne by no other body of Christians.
Pretty much in the same way have the
disciples of Christ been branded in all
ages by some epithets of reproach,
Nagareans, Galileans,  Lollards,
Cathari, &c. &e.

IL I hold it as particularly dis-
Lonourable to the character of Jesus
Christ to speak of baptism, one of the
public ordinances of his Kingdom, as
if it had a heathenish, superstitious,
and traditionalorigin® Your words
are, “ It may be useful to advert to
the history of this rite ; for it was not

* Although virtuaily you deny thisin other words
n anather place.

i forms

| sprinkling or dipping of water.”
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peculiar to the Christian system. It
existed long antecedent to it, and
under very different forms of religion,
and even of heathenism.  Accord-

tingly we find that those who were

initiated into the mysteries or certain
of heathenish superstition,
bathed before their initiation in a par-
ticular stream, where they were
supposed to have left their previous
errors and defilements, &e¢.  This
baptizing of proselytes was common
alko among the Jews, although it was
not enjoined in any part of their law.

. Thus when a Gentile sought to be-
D

come a disciple of Moses he received
the initiatory rite of baptism, the
So
in conformity to this you would have
us believe that John baptized his own
disciples 5 and that our Saviour in-
corporated it with the ritual of his
dispensation, that it might answer a
similar intent to that in which it had
before been employed, as you sup-
pose.  But in one thing, all Christ-
ians, for the honour of their Saviour
and Legislator, should agree—that he
never, like a Roman Catholic Priest,
assimilated his divine institutions te
either heathen superstition, or Jewish
tradition. For he always marks
such human traditions with open dis-
approbation and censure.  What
might be found amougst the heathen
I know not; but I am satisfied that
there was no such thing as proselyte
baptisim prior to the baptsm of John
and our Saviour. I coufess it has
been subsequently adopted by the
Jews, perbaps In imitation of John's,
and marked with autiquity to gain to
it reverence and respect. On the
negative side of this question appear
the very first men in point of histori-
cal research, and Rabbinical learning,
in the whele world-  Aumongst these
are Drv. Larduer, Dr. Owen, Dr.
Jennings, and Dr. Horne, amongst
the Pedobaptists of England ; and Dr.
Gale and Dr. Gill wimongst the Bap-
tists,  Witsius and  Vepema  with
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the most learned of the German
divines are found on the same side.
In support of the same idea that it did
not exist prior to the Christian era,
Dr. Stuart, of Aundover, enquires,
« What Philo and Josephus and the
Targums of Onkelos and Jona-
than said or hinted as to the baptism
of proselytes? The answer to this
question is, Nothing. In all these
writers, so far as their works have
yet been examined, there appears a
deep and universal silence en the sub-
ject of baptizing proselytes.” Again:
“ In fine, we are destitute of any
early testimony to the practice of

156

proselyte baptism antecedently to the -
No account of any |

Christian era.
other (initiatory rite than circum-
cision) is found in the Old Testament;
none in the Apocrypha, New Testa-

ment, Targums of Onkelos, Jona-.

than, Joseph the blind—none in

Philo, Josephus, or any of the earlier |

Christian writers.”

But besides these, we should be
satisfied from the New Testament
that there was no such rite at the
time referred to. 1. Inreply toour
Lord’s inquiry, « The baptism of John,
whence was it ? from heaven or of
men ?”  The chief priests and elders
would be at no great loss to reply,

had John only adepted the rites from -

others, either Jews or Gentiles. 2.
The enquiry made of John himself,
¢ Why haptizest thou? John i. 25,

|
iRubbinicaI tradition, for the

Mr. M<Killican.

‘ baptize immediately to God, Jolm i,

33. But if proselyte baptism ex-
isted, it”was plainly of men, a mere
Uld
Testament did not enjoin it.

Your view of discipleship, and the
manuer of making disciples, I shall
consider in another number.

Avpna.

——
MR. FRASER AND MR. M‘KILLICAN,

We have received a letter from
Mr. M<Killican, in reply to M
Fraser's last; and though justice
may seem to reguire that he should
be hieard as often as his antagoni,
yet from regard to both these
brethren, and to the cause in which
they both labour, we think it our duty
; to put a stop to this controversy, asfar
we are concerned. We rvegret that
we have unwillingly been the means
of commencing it; an acknowledge.
i ment which we certainly would not
" have incurred the necessity of mak-
ing, could we have foreseen the ex-
_tent to which it would have been
; carvied, and the aspect which it has
" now assumed.
| The following statement has been
“drawn up by two Ministers of this
'city, to whom the parties have
agreed to refer the decision of the
case :

« We think we are bound to de-
clare, in justice to Mr. M<Killican,

plainly implies that baptism was a | that, in our humble opinion, nothing
new rite, and (since it was one not | has been established by his opponent
eivil but religious) a rite for which a | in the slightest degree injurious to

divine warrant might justly be de-
manded. 3. The language employed
in Matt. iii. 1. and many other pas-
sages, slso appear plainly to point
out John’s office as & new one, He
is there called The Baptist. But
there is no propriety in this, if pro-
selyte baptism was then practised;

for then were there many baptizers, |
Y

and no one could be properly desig-
nated the Baptizer. 4. John ex-
pressly aseribes his commission to

} his character or integrity. The
. original charge brought against him
' by Mr. F. is evidently founded on a
| mis-statement or partial representa-
! tion made to him, or misunderstood by
lhim; and even though it had been
"true to the letter, we see nothing
. criminal in it.  We regret that Mr.
F. did not abide by the origimal
, charge, which had reference to Os-
good, and that, instead of doing <o
he changed the ground to Breadal-
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bane, and brought forward some per- | have loved to think that a more gor-
sonal matters from that quarter, on: geous spectacle will one day be dis-
reports which were unworthy of his | played to our eyes, when he who

notice; and to which Mr. M<K.s!
letter before us appears to give a |
satisfactory reply.

At the same time we must defend
Mi. F. from the imputations which
Mr. M‘K. has cast upon him. He'
has not thought it sufficient to answer !
his charges, %)ut has added some in-
sinuations respecting his wmotives and |
design, which are evidently gratui-:
tous, and which his character and
usefulness as a Christian  Minister |
render inadmissible.  Mr. F appears |
to us to have lent too ready an ear
to reports, which are always to be |
received with caution (if received at |
all) where they are given by one |
party respecting anothre; and Mr. ;
MK. in replying to them to have
dealt too much with Mr. F.as though
he had been the author of them.

The character ot both these brethren
stands, now, just where it was at the
commencement of this dispute. May '
it long be maintained there by their |
own personal excellencies, and their .
abundant labours. We hope that |
with this explanation both will be'
satisfied, and that the dispute will new
end and be rorgotten.” !

. —————
THE COROXNATION.

That was a splendid pageantry,
when the thousands of Eungland
gathered in the temple of their Lord,
to crown their sovereign with the
diadem of royalty. It wass sublime
spectacle—and yet when the excite-
ment of the scene has passed, and we
look back upon it, how it fades in the
view !

I do not know that others have
becn led, as I have, by the story of
this coronation, to look away to an-,
other scene, surpassing this in splen-
dor as far as heaven outshines the .
earth, or the King of kings exceeds f
in glory a monarch of clay. But I

once was crowned with thorns will
receive the diadem of heaven, and be
seated on the throne of the universe
as God over all—that every knee

- shall bow before him, and every

tongue confess that Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. In
every respect, that scene will infinite-
ly exceed the glare, and glitter, and
magnificence of the day when a
mighty people laid their hearts at the
feet of a youthtul gueen.

The place is more glorious.  West-
minster Abbey is a noble place. Its
columns, and arches, and towers, are
all venerable, and on that day they
were decked in ail the beauty that
human resources could supply. But
this was only an earthly court—a ves-
tibule to that temple.  Heaven is the
palace of the skies. God built it.
God heaved its pillars, and stretched
out its curtains, and flung its arches,
and planted its towers. God covered
it with beauty, and made it « all glori-
ous within  The wall is of jasper;
the city of pure gold ; the foundations
are garnished with all manner of pre-
cious stones. It has no need of the
sun, neither the moon, to shine in it
for the glory of God doth lighten it,
and the Lawmb is the light thereof.

The assembly is more glorious. A

" richer assembly was probably never

gathered, than met to witness the
Coronation of England’s Queen. The
nobles vied, with princely extrava-
gance, to outshive each o.her at that
proud fete.  Monarchs of distant
lands were represented there, and
people from every clime were con-
gregated on that great day.  But the
universe was not there.  Cherubim
and Seraphim did not fly on wings of
glory, and * angels bright in robes of
light" did not hover over the scene.
But when the great white throne is
set, a mightier multitude than earth
or heaven has ever scen will meet
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before it. Avmies of holy intelligen-
ces that never sinned ; myriads of the
redeemed with white robes and palins
in their hands; millions from the
earth, and more from hell—all, all
who ever lived, will be there. Prin-
ces and peasants, Lords and Com-
mons, rulers and ruled, will meet in
one vast company—an innumerable
company. A glorious assembly it
will be, but not more glorious than
the occasion requires.

Victoria’s crown is a rich jewel,
but it is an earthly ecrcwn. Her brow
will often ache as she wears it, and
she cannot wear it long.
a crown will be placed on Immanu-
el's head! The stars of heaven are
not so bright. The sun is dim com-
pared with it. The radiance of

heaven is concentrated upon it, and

the brightness of the Father's glory
plays around it. Itis a crown that
fadeth not away.

But it is not the place, nor the
spectators, nor the throne, nor the

crown; it is the Sovereign himself

that is the grand attraction of that
day of days.
Him. And he is worthy to be seen.
The proudest monarch that holds a
sceptre or wears a crown, is but a
mortal lixe ourselves. Strip him of
his place and name, and he is per-

haps the meanest in the kingdom.

He will soon lie low in the dust, and
¢ none so poor to do him reverence.
Our God is an everlasting King. His
kingdom is an everlusting hingdom,
and his dominion endureth through-
out all generations.

What joy will it be to the hearts of
$God’s people, to assist in placing the
coronal of heaven on the brow of
Immanuel !

Oh ! that with yonder saered throng,
We at his feet may fall;

We'll join the everlasting song,
Aud crown hitm—Lozxd of all !

How we will love to cast our crowns
at his feet, and give unto him the
empire of our hearts! How we shall

delight to mingle our hallelujahs with

But what

All eyes are bent on ;

Have any Inspived Books been lost?

the ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands, saying
with a loud voice, “ Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength,
and honour, and glory, and blessing.”

‘-—New York Observer.

— e
[TTAVE ANY INSPIRED BOOKS
BEEN LOST?

| With rvegard to the New Testa.
+ ment, there is no ground for suspect-
ing that any of the books are now
wanting, of which it originally con-
sisted.* But in the Old Testament,
we read of several books which are
not at present found in the canon s as
the book of Jasher, the hook of the
wars of the Lord, the books of Nathan
and Gad, and the book of Shemaiah
the Prophet, and Iddo the Seer, con-
cerning genealogies.  Before the in-
- ference, however, for which the names
of these books are produced, can he
fairly drawn, it must be proved, either
that they were all inspired, or that
such of them as were written by -
spiration, have perished. But while
it would be foolish to conclude that
every book was inspired, to which
there is a reference in the Scriptures,
“especially as we know that Greek
: plays and other poems are quoted in
the Now Testament ; the opinion of
Jews and of many Christian writers
is not improbable, that some of the
books conceining which we are in-
| quiring, are still extant under other
names, and constitute part of the
| books of Samuel and Kings. Though
. we should suppose the books to have

been different from these, and tv have
, been composed by persons who wrote
| parts of the Scriptures, it would by
i ne means follow, that the lost books

that Paul wrotean Epistle to the Lasdiceans, winch,
it is pretended, is still in existence.  But that verse
speaks of an epistie, not ta the Laodiceans, but from
Laodicea ; and the epistle to the Laodiceans, which
- bears the name of Panl, is a mere cento, a thing

patched up of sentences from his other epmtles,
© without any determinate end.  Vide Witstum w
Vita Paali, Sect. adv.

|
! % From Colossians, chap. iv. 16, some have inferred
|
|
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were inspired, unless it were certain
that the sacred writers were always
under the supernatural direction of
the Spirit, and were never permitted
to use their faculties in the osdinary
way. But we have no reason to be-
lieve that the gift of inspiration was
constant, nor does any person think,be-
cause some of the writings of Solomon
were inspired, that his thousand and
five songs, and his treatises on plants
and animals were ever considered as
canonical ~ Seripture.  Qur  Lord,
who reproved with <o tmneh fidelity
whatever was amiss in the conduact of
the Jews, never charged them with
having permitted any portion of reve-
Jation to perish; and he seems to
assure us of the integrity of the
Hebrew Seriptures, when he says

that < not one jot, nor one tittle, shall |

pass fromn the law, till all be fultill-
ed:”* for the Law signifies in this

place, agreeably to the sense of the |

word in many other passages, not the
five books of Moses alone, but the
whole system of doctrines and pre-
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lawful and unseriptural ; for my belief
is that defensive war is right and
proper, and not at variance with the
Bible ; and that, therefore, when our
country and home are invaded, as at
the present time, by bands of armed
brigands and vagabonds, we should
not tamely submit to have our pro-
perty destroyed, and ourselves and
families turned ont homeless and pen-
nyless to encounter the rigours of a
Northern Winter, but that all the
strong and the healthy, who are able
to underao the necessary  fatigues
and exposnre of preparing to meet
the enemy when called on, should
r  hesitate to enrol themselves for
ty .. purpose, for I conceive that it is
not only right hut their duty to do
s0.  And it is a sense of duty that
has induced many in both Provinces
to enrol themselves as  Volunteers
for mutnal defence.  But there is
one thing T lament to see prevailing
to a pamful extent, even amongst
those who profess to be followers of

- the meek and lowly Jesus—and that

cepts, which had been delivered to
the Church; or what is called more |

distinetly in the preceding verse, the
Law and the Prophets. If we be-
lieve in a providenee, vigilant, active,
and almighty, we can no more allow
ourselves to think that it would per-
mit any part of revelation, which was
intended to be a complete and per-
petual rule of faith, te be lost, than
that it would suffer the light of the
sun to be extinguished. The pro-
ductions of human genius and elo-
quence may perish, and the very
names of their authors be forgotten ;
but the oracles of heaven shall last
till all the purposes for which they
were given are accomplished.— Dick.

PR .

For the Canada Baptist Magazine.
ON WAR.

Mr. Epiror,—1 am not ene of
those who declare that all war is un-

» Matt. v. 13,

is, a manifest pleasure and delight in
the trappings of war, in the war-in-
spiviag sound of drums and trumpets
and wilitary pageants, that are now
so often seen e our (formerly quict)
streets. It is painful to witness the
feelings of revenge that are abroad,
to see how the merals of the eom-
munity are injured by attention to
the exciting and stirring events of
war. It is a painful sight to the
lover of peace to see a peaceful com-
munity compelled by necessity to
leave the quiet avocations, and every
day duties of life, to engage in scenes
of conflict and strife, to see the worst
passions of our corrupt nature brought
into action. But to the Christian it
is a more painful sight to sce professed
followers of the Prince of Peace tak-
ing pleasure i such scenes; yet such
is the case.  The present are trying
times ; and should therefore call for
more watchfulness and prayer on the
part of those who are in the midst of



160 On

such scenes, that they may be pre-
served blameless.  The following
article is so excellent, that I send it
to you for insertion in the Mayazine.
W. G.

War, though arrayed in scariet,
emblazoned with banners, and attend-
ed with drums and trumpets, with all
its shouts of victory, its extended
conyjuests, and its glittering glory, is
still the blackest plague-spot of sin,
the ally of Satan. Eugendered by
the lustful covetousness of the human
heart, it spreads its blasting influence
and ruthless desolation.  Its presence
is a curse, its breath is cruelty, and its
progress inseparable from sighs and
tears, and libations of human blood.
“ YWhence come wars and fightings
among you? Come they not hence,
even of your lusts that war in your
mentoers

Such is war in its origin and its
elements, its objects and its influence.
‘Well, then, may we turn from its
turbulent delusions, and heart-sicken-
ing enormities ; from the sins it has
comitted, and the sorrows it has in-
flicted upon the world, to the healing
influences of the gospel of peace.
Fallen as sinful mau 1 from the glory
of his first creation, how different
does he appear, even now, when
urged by evil passions, and when re-
strained by Divine grace! When
despising the law of his Maker he
breathes persecution and slaughter
against his fellow-creatures, what a
contrast dues he present to what he
is when animated by Christian bene-
valence, and the language of his heart
is, « Glory to God in the highest, and
on carth peace, good-will towards
men.”

But though it be well to abhor
contention and blood-shed, and to
« follow after the things which make
for peace,” though it be well to live
in peace *“ one with another,” and to
seek that ¢« peace of God which pass-
eth understanding,” yet is there a

War.

war in which every true disciple of
Christ must engage. This is the
crusade against evil, the holy wur
against sin that must be incessantly
pursued. ¢ War to the kaife,” cried
out a warrior, “against the enemies
of our country.” ¢« War unto death,”
cries the Christian, “against the ene-
mies of our souls.”

¢ T delight,” said the apostle, “in
the law of God afier the inward man ;
but I see another Jaw in my mem-
bers, warring against the law of my
mind, and bringing me into captivity
to the law of sin.” This is the con-
tention that we must maintain : every
sincere seeker after peace must en-
gage in this war.

This is a war of the members
against the mind ; the flesh against
the spirit ; darkness against light ;
; evil " against good ;  earth against
heaven ; Satan against God! We
have every thing to hope or to fear;
all to lose or to gain ; defeat is irre-
vocable ruin, and victory is pever-
ending gain.

It 15 a fearful thing to cast a glance
over the field when the battle is set
in array, and opposing armies are
ready to rush forward into the san-
guinary strife ! and still more fearful
to be a gazer when the conflict has
begun ; when the trampling of iron
hoofs, the clashing of swords, and the
roaring of cannon are mingled with
the shouts of the charging hosts, and
the dying and the dead lie scattered
on the ground.

It is not a battle-plain of this kind
on which the Christian warrior is
called to contend, yet does his heart,
at times, sink within him when con-
fronted by his manifold foes. He
has declared war against sin, and all
the powers of sin and darkness have
declared war against him.  No quar-
ter is to be given on either side; the
Christian must slay or be slain, con-
quer or be conquered. He has drawn
the sword, ard flung the scabbard to
the winds. He must fight out the

i
!
|
|




Sacred Poetry.— Iorgiveness.

battle ; for in this war there is no |
truce, and no discharge will he!
granted. !

Let us Look for 2 mement on the
host that is gathered to oppose him ¢ |
the world, the flesh, and the devil. |
These great captains lead on thoir;
countless hosts—numberless tempta- |
tions.  Covetousness comes at the |
head of his golden standards.  Pride, l
with all his trappings, advances with
his teoops 5 and the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eve, and the pride of |
life, are joined together as a threefold
cord not easily to be broken.

Then come a crowd of terrors to i
shake the Christian’s soul, 2 fem ful
train of coming judgments, a carnal
mind, that is ever at cnmity with God,
and an array of thoughts and imagi-
nations of the heart, that are evil
continually.

These, und many more such oppo-
nents, without fimit to their number,
has the Christian to withstand.,  Art
thoa advighted, feeble follower of tae
Redeemer ! Tuke courage, though
thy enemies be countless as the sands ;
more ave they that are for thee than
those that be against thee. Thou
hast the people of God on thy side,
armed with prayers, which, through
faith, are mighty to pull down the
strongholds of the adversary.  Thou
hast wnumersble saints and angels,
a great maltitude which no man
can namber, of all natious, and kin- I
dreds, and people, undtongues. Thou
Lust the whole army of martyrs, and
goully and precions promises without
end, all yea and amen in Christ Jesus.
Thou hast the word of the Eternal
with thee, flying as a flaming angel
to overthrow thy foes, and to com-
fort thy heart. And, lastly, thou
hast thy leader, the Lord Jesus Christ
himsolf, the Captain of thy salvation,
going before thee in the glorious
warture.  His example speaks, his
voice animates, his Spirit enters thy

|
|
|
1
|
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stained banner of his cross,” and
promises that thou shalt he more than
a conqueror throngh Him who has
loved thee, and lived and died for
thee.  Take courage, fecble follower
of the Redeemer! On! Christian,
on! Tread in thy Leader’s steps.
Be faithtul unto death, and a crown
of eternal life shall be thine !— Visitor.
RS-

Sacrep Poerrvy.—The wisest
and the best stand in as mach need to
be redeemed by the blood of Christ,
and to be sanctified and guided by
the Holy Spirit, as the most illiterate
and the most unworthy. The two
great priaciples on which our salva-
tion must be founded, are faith and
holiness ; faith, without which it is im-
possible to please God ; holiness, with-
out which no man can see the Lord.
Madame Necker says, ¢ a muse may
be a missionary:” I agree with her;
but then it must be such a muse as
that of Cowper or Milton, where the
sanietity whiedts wnd elevates e poe-
try ; where genius is made snbservient
to Christian principle, and embel-
lishes it without altering its chayacter
or debasing its purity.  These two
are DBible poets, who received the
Gospel with simplicity, and adorned
it without any departure from its
truth—3rs. H. More.

ForGIvENEss.—.\ gentleman who
lad filled many high stations in public
life with the greatest honour to him-
self and advantage to the nation, once
went to Sir Eardley Wilmot in great
anger at a real injury that he had
received from a person high in the
political world, which he was consider-
ing how to reseut inthe most effectual
manner.  After relating the particu-
lars to Sir Eardley, he asked if he
did not think it would be man'y to
resent it? ¢« Yes,” said Sir Kavdley,
«it would doubtless be manrly to
resent it; hut it would be godlike to
forgive it.”  This the gentlaman

heart, to sustain, revive, and encour- | declared, had such an instantapeous
age thee 3 he paints to ¢ the blood- " elfect upon him, that he came away

¢
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quite another man, aud in & temper
entirely sltered from that in which he
went,
et e
OBITUARY.
BR. JOHN ROBERTSON, OF KINGSTON.

Tt is with affectionate regret that we record
the death of this excellent man, whose charac-
ter and spirit accorded with his profession,
and recommended and adorned the doctrine
of Christ. He wasthe first Christian brother
of our denomination to whom the Editor was
introduced on his arrival in Canada; and
the short intercourse he had with him excited
a desire for a more prolonged acquaintance.
Our correspondent observes: ‘“His removal
will be a loss to the church, and the world,
of which it may be emphatically said, ¢ he
was the salt.” " He departed this life in the
month of October. If any of his friends in
Kingston will favour us with a further ac-
count of him, we shall be glad to insert it in
the Magazine.

Poriry.

——n

THE FLOWERS.
1. THE SUN FLOWER.

Through sll the changes of the day
I turn me to the sun,

In clear and clouded skies I say
Alike—Thy will bo done.

IX. THE VIOLET.

A lowly Flower in secret bower,
Invisible I swell,

For beauty made without e,
Known only by my smell.

I11. THE LILY.

Emblem of Him In whom no stain
The eye of Heaven could see,

In all their glory, Monarchs vain
Are not arrayed like me.

Iv. THE ROSE.

‘With ravished heart the crimson hail
Which in my bosom glows;

Think how the Lily of the Vale
Became like Sharon’s Rose.

V. THE SNOW DROP.

When Time‘s dark winter shall bo o'er,
Its storms and tempests laid,

Like me you'll rise a fragraut flower,
But pot like me to fade.

Vi. THE GARDEN,

«The bower of innocence and love
Sin caused to dlgp})gar,

Repent, and walk in aith and love,
You'll ind an Eden here.

<

Obituary.— Poetry : The Flowers, &c.

I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND
THE LIFZ.
(Joun, c. xiv., v 6.)

Thov art the Way—and he who sighs,
Amid this starless waste of woe,
To find o pathway to the skies,
A light from Heaven's eternal glow,
By Thee must come, Thou gate of love
‘Through which thoe saints undoubting trod,
‘Till faith discovers, like the dove,
An ark, a resting place in Goo.

Thou art the Truth—whose steady day
Shines on through earthly blight and bloom,
The pure, the everlasting ray,
Tho lamp that shines e’en in the ton. -;
The light that out of darkness springs,
And guideth thase that blindly go ;
The word, whose precions radiance flings
Its radiance upon all below.

Thou art the Life—the blessed well,
With living waters gughing o'er,
Which those who drink shall ever dwell,
‘Where sin and thirst are known no more.
Thou art the mystic pillar given,
Our lamp by night, our light by day 3
Thou art the sacred bread from Heaven,
‘Thou art the Life—the Truth—the Way.
D e e

STANZAS.

As thy days, so shall thy strength be.—Dgur.
xexiii. 25.

‘When adverse winds and waves arise
And in my heart despondence sighs ;
‘When life her throng of cares reveals,
And wenkness o’er ¥ spirit steals,—
Grateful I hear the kind decree,

That « as my days, my strength shall be.”

‘When with sad footsteps memory roves

* Mid smitten joys, and buried loves;
‘When sleep my tearful pillow flies,

And dewy morning drinks my sighs,—
Still to thy promise, Lorp, I flee,

That “as my days, my streagth may be."

One trial more must yet be past,

One pang—the keenost and the last ;

And when, with brow convulsed and galu,
My feeble, quivering, heart-strings fail,
R2DREMER, grant my soul to see

‘That “as her day, her strength shali be.”

e —e
INDIVIDUAL INFLUENCE.

‘What if the little rain should say,
Sosmall adropas?

Can pe'er refresh those thirsty flelds—
I'}} tarry in the sky ?

‘What if a shinlng beam at noon,
Should in its founta:n stay,

Becnuse its feeble light alone
Can not create a day ?

Doth not each rain-drop help to form
The cool, refreshing shower,

And every ray of light to warm
And beautily the flower ?
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CANADA BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

A General Mecting of this Seciety, in conjunction with the Anniversary of the Ottawa
Baptist Association, will be held in the Baptist Chapel, rear of Chatham, on the fourth
Wednesday in January (23rd day), 1839. Brethren Gilmour and Fraser are expected to
preach.

CIRCULAR

To the Ministers and Members of the Baptist Churches in Upper and Lower Canada.

DEear

BRETHREY,

The Committee of the Canada Baptist Missionary Society being desirous of obtaining as

correct

a knowledge as possible of the religious statistics of both Provinces, particularly with

reference to our own denomination, I am desired to make application to you for aid in this
enquiry.
For the purpose of placing more distinctly before you the object we have in view, X pro-

ceed to

state n few particulars concerning which information is desired.

Population of the Township, Settlement, or other portion of country which the
reporter may find it convenient to examine.

General disposition of the people as to education and religious worghip.

Number of places of worship of whatever denomination, and ustal attendance at each.

In reporting Baptist Churches and Congregations, state the number of members in
each, church, and the frequency f worship where as yet no churches are formed ;
also the names of Ministers, Pastors, or Eiders, and whether they are of British
or American origin,

Whether the members of the churches generally are favourable to the Missionary
cause and to education.

Whether the churches belong to any, and to what, Associations,

It will be desirable to give the date of the formation of each church, with such par-
ticulars of its rise, progress, and present state, 2s may be interesting to the friends
of the cause.

Whether in destitute places the people are able and willing to do any thing tewards
the support of Ministers.

Sunday Schools attached to the churches, snd the number of children taught in each.

Number of Common School-h , and of scholars in each.

With any other remarks that may throw light apon the mental or veligious. smte of
the people.
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English Baptist Missionary Soctety.

You will oblize the Committee by forwarding to me, with all convenient speed, and with.
out expense when it is pussible, such inforination vn the foregoing points a~ you may be

able to obtain,
Mountreal, Nov, 20, 1833,

For the Committee,

. BOSWORTI, Cor. Sec.

EDUCATION.

Four students are now in the College,

under Dr. Davies; others are expected after

the Chri-tmas recess, which will terininate
on the Hth January.

Thase who may be desirous of entering upon

a course of studies especially adapted to the

work of the mivistry, are refereed to the

rules of admission printed in the Magazine
for November,
'MISSION TO THE FRENCH CANADIANS.
The fo]lomnv notice is inserted by desire
of the Committee:
¢ The Miionaries at Ta Grande Lime

having thought they could pursue the object
of their Mission more extensively, i vot in

connexion with a Saciety of any particular |

denomination, have resolved to continue their

operations for the future in an independent |

capacity.”

Payments received by the Trcasurer of the
Canada Baptist Missionary Sucu’(j

Mr. S. R. Kelly, Quebec, sales of Books..

Joseph Wenham, Esq., balance of l.t-)t

year's Subscription, up to Ist Qet., 1538,
for Ed. to 1st Jan. 1839,

A

v 10

N -
~

for

1-t Jannary. 1839.

Rallo Campbwil, for Edne atmn 0 Iat Jau..
Thomas Churchill, do. do  do. do.
for Missionary fund. do,
James Mills, for Education, to Ist.Jan. 1839,
Robert Henderson, Miss Sub. 1837-8 .
- Do, to 1st Oct. 1839,
for Ed. to I3t Oct. 1839.
Jawes Henderson, on account. .. .. .. .,

Per Rev. W. Fraser, of Brcadalbanc

y fund to

~NDUpneontn oW

SR = OO D=~

Catheriue Anderson . e .L0 5 0
‘Blizabeth M* (‘rognr .. ‘e . 050
Mr. M‘Neil, Cornwall. . 010 0
Peter M* Don;mll Breadalvane. .. .. 050
Bougald M'Dongald, do o se e 05 0
M'srgarot MLaurin, do 05 0
Rev. Wm. Fraser, do 010 0
Mrs. Fraser, do 050
Procesds of sale of Books, per ’M . 911 0
JAMES \ULNB, Trea: yer.
Montre;\! \ov 23, 1838,
——
ENGLISH BAPTIST DMISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

“f'hifs Stnfiety Was veckived froin the Ameri-
can and Foreign Bible Society, a fiirther
gronit 1 814 of'tilé Orlentdl translations car-
rying on by the brethren in India. The

OO WDD QO W

i Rev. C. G. Sommers, Corresponding Secre.
tary, has visited London with FIVE THots-
AxD dollars to assist the publication of the

-~ word of God in the following languages: for

the Bengali, 1000 ; the Sanserit, 1000 ; the

; Hindoosthanee, 1000 ; the Ovissa, 1000 ;

and the American, 1000. DMr S. was ac.

companied by the Rev. William Rees, pastor

of the Buptist Church at Braatford, U. C.,

I whose object i> to call the attention of the

i British public to the spiritual destitution of

| that Province. is application to the Com-

| mittre of the Baptist Canadian Missionary

" Suciety in Loudon, has been promptly vespon.
ded to, and he is now, we believe, engaged in

muking collections, under their authaority, to
be added to the fund already raised for the
" benefit of this Coluny.
EAST INDIES.
The following letter was addressed by Dr.
W. I1. Pearce, of Caleutta (now in England’,
!to Mr. Somumers :
: CaMBERwELL, near London, Sept. 6, 1538,
i My pEAR BroTuer.—It will doubtles
! gratify You to lrarn that a very extensive
| range of trandation is now oecupied by our
_ brethren, and that in addition to the Bengali,
" Nindustani, Sanskrit, and Arvmenian, ver-
* sions, which were before in Fourie of exeeu-
tion, they are now proceediug with the Hiudi
(or Hindui) go-prls, translated by the late
devoted wmissiovary, Mr. Chamberlin, and
will soon commence with the epistles in the
same langnaie, now in course of preparation

by our worthy brother, Mr. Ledie, of
, Monghyr,  While the Bengali i~ spoken by

the great body of Hindus throughoeut the
lower pmvmces of the Bengali Presidency,
the Hindui is u<ed by the samé class throuzh-
out the north-west or upper provinces; and
while the Hindustani is unddrsteod by the
great budy of the Mulometuns throughout
Hindustani, the San<krit is the Janguage in
which are written the bouks used by the
learned Hindus throughout the sime vast
extent of “territory. - Altogether ‘the transla-
tions in progress comprehend. the languages
used by at least fifty millions of heathens or
Mahmnemns, 50 that, as complreted, they wiil
supp!y facilities for usvftilucss of the most ex-
tensive as well as interesting kind.
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The Armenian version, you are all aware,
is for the use of th: members of that very
ancient, but now very corrupt branch of the
Christian church.  The Armenian nation
has for many centuries possessed a version of
the scriptures, made in the days of its purer
faith, and generally acknowledged to be faith-
fuland expressive. In this version the Greek
terms for baptism &c. are translated by Ar-
menian words, signifying immersion. About
twenty-five years ago this version was re-
printed in India under the patronage of the
British and Foreign Bible Society, and has
been extensively distributed in different parts
of the East, in which communities of Arme-
nians are found scattered. A short time
since a new edition of the Armenian Testa-
ment was published at Mascow by the
Pedobaptist missionaries stationed in Persia,
in which they have owmitted the Armenian

words referring to baptism, and in their stead
inserted the Greek words in Armenian letters.
By such as required us to conform to the
English authorised version, this innovation
in an estublished version, and especially in .
one s0 ancient, must surely be regarded as
very unwarrantable,

Among the missionaries of our Society in
Calcutta is a very warthy brother, Carapiet
E. Aratoon, (but commonly called Carapicet
only,) who was born of Armenian parents,
and was a member of that church until con-
verted to a purer faich, through the preaching
of one of the Serampore missionaries, thirty
years ago  Almost ever since that time he
has been employed in proclaiming the gospel
to Hindus and Mahometans in different parts
of India ; and in addition to these duties has |
now the ovirsight of the little church of |
native Christians, of which, while in Caleut-
ta, I acted as pastor. Gur beloved friend,
Mr. Malcolm, who kuows his character, may
probably have informed you that for the last
few years Mr. C. has felt an intense desire
for the salvation of his countrymen, and that
inconsequence he has compiled from the serip-
tures, and from the ancient evangelical writers
of the Armenian church, many excellent
Tracts, some of them of considerable size.
Part of these he has printed at his own ex-
pense, while others have been executed at the
cost of the mission. They have been distri-
buted in various parts of the East, with saving
benefit to some individuals, and with no in-
considerable advantage to many other, by
awikening their attention to evangelical
truth.  Eacouraged by this suecess, Mr. C.
i» anxinus otill further to benefit his country-
men, by giving them, for the first tine, a
Testament with marginal references, that they
may better compare scripture with sceipturs,
and understand the dangerous errofs into

which thieir national church has fallen. So
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desirous is our dear friend to secure this ob-
Jject, that he has cheerfully offered towards it
far more than his circumstances will afford,
and has now determined to insert in the
volumes, at his own expense, a map of
Canaan, to illustrate the gospels, and of St,
Paul’s voyages and travels, to illustrate the
Acts and Epistles. In this edition he will (of
course) restore the words on baptism origin-
ally used and continued for so many cen-
turies, and will also substitute for words now
obscure to most, through being obsolete,
others, understood by all. He doubts not
that the edition will be much more correct, as
well as more portable, than the one before
printed at Moscow.  Although Mr. Carapiet
is about sixty years of age, he is exceedingly
desirous to visit his countrymen, personally
to convey to them the word of life, in differ-
ent parts of Asia, Africa, and Europe, aud
fully hopes to do so, (if, as I trust, permitted
by our committee,) so soon as the Testament
shall be printed.  Many fervent prayers on
behalf of the A. & F. B. S. will, T am sure,
be offered by our aged brother, when the in-
telligence of your liberal donation in aid of
the Armenian scriptures shall reach him.

Bat T must now hastily conclude.  For
every expression of their generous desire to
assist us in giving to the Eastern nations the
volume of eternal truth, pray offer to the
Board, and to each subscriber, the warmest
thanks of my brethren and myself.  Aid us
by your fervent prayers, that in each version
we may be enabled to express, in every verse,
the cxact sentiment intended by the great
Author of Revelation, and that in the distri-
bution of the volume, as printed, we may be
guided and blessed by tbe same almighty
Agent.

Accept my affectionate wishes fur the pre-
sent restoration of your health, and the
spredy resumption of your useful labcurs;
and with best resards to the Manager: of
your Board, believe me, my dear brother,
your's, very affectionately, in the bunds of the
03] C],

P W. H. PeaRrce.
———
WEST INDIES.

Our brethren on the North side of Jaxar-~
cA bave made a strong app-al to the Society
in England, for six additional Missionaries
in that part of the IcJand. Fhe facilities for
instruction appear to be opening, as fast as
the want of' it i> made known.

‘From Stewart Town, Mr. Dexter writes
as follaws, under date 13th June, 1838 :

We h{we, as missionaries, I believe, along
the whole of this side the island, almnoat
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every thing of a cheering nature we could
ask for. Qur congregations and schools are
Iarger than ever; the work of conversion
appears to be going on at our several stations,
and numerous other doors of uscfulness are
continually opening, into which we cannot,
with eur present strength, enter. At Stew-
art Town the congregation has of late so
much increased, that T have been necessitated
to make alterations, so as to accommodate
from 300 to 400 persons underneath, who
can hear and most of them see the minister
through an aperture caused by tie removal
of a part of the flooring, which can be put
down at pleasure for those services when our
numbers are not so large,
used for the first time last Sabbath, when

brother Denby preached to about 1100 people
at the chapel, and I addressed about 500 in the

open air.  In the afternoon about 500 mem-

bers of the united churches, 40 of whom had ;

been baptized in the early part of the day,
partook of the Lord's Supper, and in the
evening brother D. again preached. On the
preceding day the children of the Clarkson
scheol, in all about 350, were examined, and

acquitted themselves, in their various exerci- .

ses, in such a manner as to convince all pre-
sent that they and their master, Mr. Dillon,
must have laboured diligently during the six
months which have elapsed from the com-
mencement of the institution. Services in
every respect similar to these had been held
three wecks before at Rio Bueno, when 53
were admitted to the church by baptism,
The examination of candidates for this ordi-
nance has this time been unusually pleasing.
Having asked the poer old weman what it
was which made her so earnestly desire to go
to heaven, she replied, *‘Spose massa Christ
is there, me oblige for want for follow him ;”
and on the question being afterwards put in
a different way, she said, ‘ He is not heaven
for me home? Is it not my papa’s?”
Speaking of remaining sin, and of the temp-
tations of the great adversary, she said that
when they troubled her, she begged God to
let her not have one word with Satan,  She
expressed her dependance on Christ in the
following manner, ** Me hab no broder, me
hab no sister ; all my stay and all my depend
is 'pon my sweet Massa.” Another, in
speaking of her gratitude to God, said, ‘ Me
8it down and drvink me water ; den me praise
God ; him give it. DMe go out and get wood
me praise him, he give me strength, else me
not able ; me sit down with me pies (she has
2 numerous family) ; me praise him he send
them.” This poor woman had learnt the
spirit if not the letter of the injunction, “In
every thing give thanks.”
African woman, speaking of her being brought
here, said, ¢ Me often tell God thank’ee for

This space was :

Another poor old |

Cherokees.

bringiug me to buckra country to hear about
massa Jesus,”
————
CHEROKEES.

LETTER TROM MR. JONES, DATED NEAR

COLUMBUS, TENN., AUG. 27, 1838,

In the midst of much anxiety, and urgent
" haste, in the preparations for removal, it is
| matter for sincere and humble gratitude tha

the gospel is making advances altogether un-
. precedented in the history of the Cherokees,
The pressure of their political troubles appears
to he overruled to the spiritunl advantage of
i the people. The sentiment of the poet iy
happily realized to them,—

“ Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.’”

T hope the Cherokees will have cause for
rejoicing, through generations yet to come,
for the paternal chastisements of which the
present generation are the subjects.

We bad, yesterday, such a display of the
triwmghs of grace as will doubtless fill many
hearts of the people of God with holy joy.
For several days, the brethren had been
hearing the relations of candidates for the
. sacred ordinance of baptism, and a considera.
ble number had been approved. Yesterday,
at the conclusion of the forenoon services, the
members of the church met again, and seve-
ral more candidates were received ; after
which, Br. Bushyhead and myself baptisel
fifty-six hopeful believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ, in the presence of an immense con-
course of serious and attentive spectators.
Twenty-four were males and thirty-one
females—Cherokees of all ages, and one white
womau.

We afterwards united the commemoration
of the death of the Saviour; perhaps for the
Jast time in this country. It was sunset
when the exercises of the day were conclud-
ed, and no opportusity was afforded to invite
inquirers to come forward for prayer, who
were anxious to be so privileged. In fact,
the work of at least three days, was, frum
necessity, crowded into one. But I trust
eternity will afford ample opportunity te
contemplate, in all its bearings, the glorious
work of grace carried on among the Chero-
kees iu this time of their affliction.

I have also to record, to the honour of di-
vine grace, the happy death of a faithful
brother in the Lord. His name was Astoo-
eestee. He had, for several years, been an
humble and consistent follower of the Lord
Jesus. He was a very useful member of the
church, and an acceptable preacher in his own
| vicinity, viz. Dseyohee. He enjoyed, dur-

ing a short and severe illness, a hope full of
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fmmortality ; and, from an humble shed in
the camp of the captives, his happy spirit
took its flight up to ¢ the glorious hill of
God"—the *¢ fount of life, the eternal throne,
and presence chamber of the King of kings,”
where all the prisoners’ bands are loosed, and
their captivity forever at an end.

———

SANDWICH ISLANDS.

Letters have recently come to hand from
a number of the stations at the islands, bring-
ing intelligence of the most interesting charac-
ter, giving reason to believe that the Lord,
with whom i3 no restraint to save by many
or by few, isat this period of embarrassment
and perplexity in many respects, pouring out
his Spirit extensively and with much power,
imparting spiritual light to the benighted
minds of that people, and gathering multi-
tudes of them into his kingdowm.

On the first of March Mr. Chamberlain
writes from Honolulu to the American Board
of Missions:

The Lord is showing us that when money
fails, his Spirit can operate; that his divine
influences are not dependent upon the tem-
poral prosperity of the churches or of the
mission. He is, we trust, pouring out his
Spirit more generally and abundantly upon
the churches in these islands, than has ever
heenknown beforre.  Eighty stand propound-
ed at this station, and many more are hope-
fully converted. At all the stations on this
island, there is evidence of the presence of
the Holy Spirit; and it may besaid, at about
all the stations on the islands. It is our
confident expectation that not a station will
be left unvisited. That all who now appear
to be converted will hold out to the end, we
cannot presume to expect; but that a harvest
of souls will be gathered into the kingdom,
we do not entertain a doubt. Let all the
praise be ascribed to the sovereign grace of
God.

Mr. Bingham, writing from the same
station on the 3@ of March, remarks—

This is emphatically a year of the right
hand of the Lord to the Hawaiians. There
is a shaking and noise among the dry hones.
The Spirit of God is most manifestly hover-
ing over the islands. The gospel is the power
of God. The brethren at Hilo and Waimea
on Hawaii are counting hundreds of converts,
At all the stations on that island it is believed
that the Spirit of God is present and specially
operating on the hearts of the people. Where
the missionaries travel and preach, they be-
lieve God’s blessing immediately attends his
truth, and is followed by conviction and con-
varsion,
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For three months past there has heen a
waking up at the stations on this island.
First here, then at Waialua, then at Ewa,
then at Kancohe. I proposed a ciccle of
protracted meetings for the four stations,
once a month, from the first of January,
commencing here,  The proposition was met
by a readiness on the part of the churches
and brethren, which indicated favourably, and
the preparatory measures were salutary.
The first occupied the first week of January,
the second a week, three weeks later at
Waialua, and the third is now in progress at
Ewa.

About the middle of November I spent a
Sabbath in the valley of Menoa, preached
and conversed with pumbers individually ;

. an increased attention there was immediately

obvious.

The Sabbath that closed the last year was
at Honolulu an interesting day.  Preaching
seemed to chain the audience, and I have
reasou to believe that numbers in the church
and out, felt resolved tospend the days of the
new year, if allowed to see them, in a better
manner than any former year. Our pro-
tracted meeting commenced the next morn-
ing, as the first rising sun shewed bimself in
the east. Our large house was well filled,
Scores, if not hundreds, have declared that
on that day they chose the Lord, and gave
themselves to him.  While writing this sen-
tence a native man came into my study and
said, he had lived in sin till the last day of
December last, when he repented auvd gave
himself to the Lord, (in his own district, four
miles distant,) and has served him till now
and means to do so unto the end.

There are hundreds in this place, who,
within three months, have apparently reform-
ed, professedly repented, and are ready to
pledge themselves to the service of the Lord.
A large portion of these refer to the protract~
ed meeting the first week in January, as the
time when they first resolved to be the Lord’s,
or when they iwere brought with cleaver light
to resolve anew to go to Christ and conse-
crate themselves to his service.  Aunother
class refer to the protracted meeting a year
ago, and others to periods still earlier,  Seve-
ral petty gamblers have brought their cards
and burnt them, and are urging their com-
panions to forsake their ruinous conrses.

Among those of whom it may be said,
“ Behold he prayeth,” may be numbered
Kehekili, (Thunder,) a stout-hearted heathen
chief, who long resisted the claims of the
gospel, but now appears to love the truth.
He came to me * by night” more than once
during the protracted meeting, desiving to
converse on the salvation of the soul, and
would readily, at my instance, kneel down
with me in my room and pray with apparent
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childlike simplicity. Several of the church
members have expressed their confidence and
eatisfaction in him ns a Christinn. T have
allowed him to state his feelings publicly, but
have not propounded him, or any one whose
hopes are dated within twomonths.  Eighty
others have been recently propounded, one of
them sick and Wind. I have baptized and
am expecting to baptize and adinit most of
the eighty tomorrow. Seventy-three were
admitted to thix church during 1837, alt or
nearly all on a pretty long probation,

What I have said will shew in some mea-
sure the ground of iy remark that the Spirit
of God appears to be hovering over the Sand-
wich Islands.  There is good reason to helieve
that prayer, acceptible and prevailing prayer,

Is the Magazine to be continued ?

hear and carry on his own blessed wark, by
the choven instrumentality his wisdom has
heen pleased to appoint, and in such 2 way
as to securs to hmself the glory of it. When
we stand between the living and the dead,
and point sinners to the Lamb of God. that
tuketh away the sin of the world, and shew
them that unless they go to him in penitence
and faith, they eannot he saved, it is encowr-
aging to xee the tear of tenderness, the tixed
eye, the stillness, the solemn attention in the
confirence-voom, or the pgreat congregation,
or the more private civele, and an eagerness
to catch and keep the words of the preacher.
It is pleasant to preach with the hope that an
immediate blessing will attend, and this s
my privilege,

in offered to some extent, and that (zod does

IS THE MAGAZINY TO BT CONTINUED?

The Committee
fecl themselves bound to declare that, unless the salo of the Magazine he very considerably

Tity ANFWER TO TIIS QUESTION MURT BE UIVEN BY THE TUBLIC.

extended, it will be impossible for them to continue it heyond the present year, which ends
in May.

longer.

The loss is too great for them to feel themselves justified in incuering it nny
1f the Redigious public will not sustnin a periodieal intended for their accommoda-
That some sach work
is desirable, if not essential, for the communication of religious intelligence, the instruction

tion and benefit, it must, with whatever reluctance, be discontinned.

of the young, and the promotion of the cause of Christ in these Provinees, is so evident, ns
to require no proof; but it is quite as clear that if an attempt to establish such a one he not
adequately supported, it cannot succeed,  'We have been informed that some of our original
subscribers declined on account of the advance of price,
warm, if little more than a penny per month could decide the question between taking and
not taking.  Qur sulseribery may rest assured that if the work e¢onled have been afforded on
the origival terms, they would never have been advanced ; but that was found by experience
‘We are gratified by the notice taken of our hinnble labours by the Fditors
of religious newspapers in the STATES,
hefore our eyes extracts made from our pages, nod scknowledged as such,

Their zeal cannot have heen very

to be impossible.
Not a week passes but some or other of them bring
This Is kind and
considerate on the part of our brethren; but we want our friends in CAnapa, both Upper
and Lower, to render us and the publie & more substantial service, by increasing the ciren-
lation of our work, and aiding the fund necessary to carry it on.  Wa need at least one
hundred and fifty additional subseribers ;. and it these be not obtained by the 20th of April
next, we shall be under the necessity, just as our work Is increasing in interest and utiliry,
and is more than ever needed for missionary and other purposes—we shall bs under the
painful necessity, on the first of May, instead of greeting our readers with asmile, of bidding
them a reluctant and melascholy FArewkLy |

*“ CONSIDER OF IT, TAKE ADVICE, AND SPEAK YOUR MINng.”  Judges, xix. 30,

The Publisher would urge upon alt the Subserihers who have not paid for their copiey, to
dorward the amount to bim, as speedily a8 possible, to meet expenves.
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