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PHiscellaueous Avticles,

JF CHRIST BE THE KING OF NATIONS, WHAT THEN ?

There is something provoking in the darkness thrown around that title
given to our Redeemer. Ileis certainly worthy to be called King of
Nations. His sovereignty is universal, both in the visible world and in
the invisible. Thz2 Jews thought that the Messiah was to be exclusively
the king of their nation, and that as such he was to subdue the Gentiles
into subordination to the Jewish polity. On the contrary, the grand
object of the Son of God was to gather a spiritual people out of every
nation ; and with a view to that object he holds and exercises his royal
covenanted power over all flesh, « Head over all things to the Church,
which is his bedy.” ¥

Well ; onght all nations to know the sovereignty of Christ? It isfor
their interest to know it. Duty binds them to use the best means within
their reach to understand the scheme and course of divine Providence.
The Lord has given express commands to bis Chuarch to preach the
Gospel of his supremacy to all the world, not forgetting to speak before
kings, when opportunity is given. And therefore we mfy boldly say all
nations with their rulers ought to know the sovereignty of Clirist.

But the question which puzzles Christian casuists is, what is the duty
of nations as such acting out théir political power, when they have the
means of knowing the Gospel of Christ? TThere is little or nio difficulty
found in deciding how individuals and families ought to act. They
should at once receive the truth in the Jove of it, jom the Church, and
live accordingly. But what action, if any, is to be taken by the political
bodies? 'Ihat is the question. Let us ascertain the way in which it is
to be soived and the solution of it. T

‘We must consult the mind-of the Lord Jesus Christ. Yes, and his
mind as finally revealed by his. Holy Spirit. Because much in Moses
and the prophets has ceased to be obligatory on the world, and we can
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290 IF CHRIST BE THE KING OF NATIONS, WHAT THEN !

determine what in the Old Testament is still duty to us only by following
the manifestation of the Spirit of Truth, since the end of the DMosaic
peedagogy in the royal priesthood of our Redeemer. Let us search the
New Testament, and the Old only in the light of the new, and pray
earnestly for the inward direction of the Holy Spirit.

It is easy to see from the higher authority of Christ that men are i
their political relations under law not to oppose Him, Although, alas!
how many of their political deeds are Antichristian! And how much
they suffer in consequence ! But the main question to be solved is, what
ought they to do hesides avoiding opposition. They ought to know the
revealed will of Christ, and to regard it so far as not te counteract itj
but what more?

Were we to carry, the analogy implied in the title ¢“King of Nations,”
as belonging to our Lord, farther than he allows, and reason accordingly,
we might easily conclude that the duty of a nation was through its gov-
ernment to take the whole law of Christ, and enforce it as Daniel and
Solomon were bound to enforce the law of Moses on the tribes of Israel.
In short, we might easily construct a national church with the political
government at its head, as the Vicar of the Son of God, to see that
every member of the community conform to the religion of Christ, else
sufler excision from the commonwealth. But analogical reasosing is
very liable to abuse, and it is not our business to frame hypotheses, We
seek truth as finally delivered by the Spirit of Christ. Has he appointed
the political authorities padagogues under him to school the nations into
conformity with the world to come, in the same way as he appointed the
Mosaic hierarchy to prepare the house of Jacob for the present dispen-
sation? It is not asked, might he have done so? The question is, has
he done so? When statesmen come, as in duty bound, to the word of
Christ, and inquire what they ought to do ¢in their public station, what
saith the Scripture? They are directly addressed in some parts of the
Bible. In others their office is recognized, defined and sanctioned. And
in others, topics, such as marriage, property, liberty, Sabbaths, involving
political bearings, as religion itself also does, are decided, So that we
ought not to say, men politically considered, have ncthing to learn from
the word of Christ. “ Be wise now, therefore, O ye Kings; be in-
structed, O ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice
with trembling.”

Tt is to be hoped we know what the Lord bas n.ade our duty to poli-
tical authorities ; namely, to honour them for their origin and object, to
pray for them, to inform them as we bave ability, to praise their conduct
as it may deserve, to obey all their lawful commands, ‘“net only for
wrath, but also for conscience sake,” and never to decline submission
to them except they require us to violate the law of our God. But what
has He made their duty, T shall not say to us, but to Him in whom it is
to be hoped we are. 'What is the law of obedience in political matters,
on the part of political authorities toward Jesus Christ, under whose
Providence they are placed, especially for the benefit of the church?
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It is plain from His supremacy over them, that they ought to accept
His word as the supreme rule of faith and manners, frame their laws in
accordance . ith Seripture, and take special care in all their acts to con-
duct themselves toward their subjects, and toward others, on the prin-
ciple of common equity : *¢ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”
And they are to do this not merely because the thing is proper in itself
and expedient, but out of due regard to the divine authority and will of
Christ, the Lord of all,

Again, since God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself';
since Ie receives all into communion with him who. believe in Jesus, and
since he commits to them, as his church, the power to edify themselves
according to the Gospel, and extend the benefits of redemption to all
that can be persuaded to come into Christian fellowship ; therefore, it is
the duty of political authorities, as they regard the good pleasure of the
Lord, not to infringe on the liberty and office of the peculiar people of
God, by making laws for the internal support and administration of the
Church, not by undertaking the work of conversion which the head of the
Church empowers her to carry on by the help of his presence, but to
respect her peculiar rights, interests and duties, as they ought to respect
their own, and concede to her the common civil advantages of lawful
association, and to aid her by securing, as far as it is in their power,
that all their subjects and all the world with whom they negotiate, shall
have perfect external freedom, to be influenced by the means of grace,
and to declare their actual judgment, be it right or wrong, as long as
they do not take occasion to act uncivilly and break in on the equal
rights of their fellow-men,

The Pope in a letter lately addressed to the Cardinal Vicar of Rome,
deplores that certain parties have come into various provinces of the
% States of the Church” and announced, that “God has endowed man
with freedom of opinion, both in matters political and religious,” thus
setting at nought the authority established by God on earth, and to which
obedience and respect is due ; denying also, the immortality of the soul,
which, when it passes from this transitory to an eternal state, must render
a faithful account even of its religious epinions to an omnipotent, inexor-
able judge, learning then, but too late, that there is only one God and
one faith, and that every one who leaves the ark of umity will be swal-
lowed up in the deluge of eternal punishment, Protestants with Popish
or Erastian tendencies conceive of liberty and authority in much the
same way as the arch-bishop of Rome, and quietly assume that the heart-
searching God, the judge of all, in order to provide graciously for the
temporal and eternal weal of mankind, has given his whole government on
earth into the power of mortal potenlates, and required every soul to
yield up all its liberty of thought and action and of course its account-
ability to them, who undertake to govern us in entire accordance with the
will of God, and to conduct us to the greatest possible earthly and hea-
venly excgllence! We spurn such a theory of Divine Providence as
false, impious and anti-Christian. Establishing the Christian con-
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fession by human authority, and then proceeding as if all thte people
of a country ought in consequence of that to be regeuerated, or at
least to seem to be so, else suffer not only by exclusion from the mem-
bership of the Church of God, but by exclusion from the common and
natural benefits of humanity in the present world, is certainly not to obey
the revealed will of Christ, and promote the great end of his present pro-
vidential government over the nations of the carth, namely, the edification
of his mysterious body, the Church. Christianity does not need any
establishment by buman authority. Fluman authority needs establish-
ment by Churistianity. And it is nothing but unbehef in regard to the
gospel of Christ, that makes worldly wise men fain to add to its power
and mend the original mode of its establishment and growth, Whata
happy, day when by its own proper influence the Gospel shall have
triumphed in the world, and all States shall have been reformed by the
equitable and liberal policy which it enjoins toward all men, and espe~
vially towzrd them that are of the household of faith, and show it by their
works b J.wW,

RELIGIOUS REVIVAL AND PHYSICAL ACCOMPA-
NIMENTS. :

T'o the Editor of the Canadian U. P. Magazine, . . .

Sir,—Your magazine has noticed once and again the Revival Move-
ment in the old country—a movement of a very remarkable character,
and one which is owned by many parties as a fine illustration of the grace
of God. Nor is this conclusion a hasty one. The movement has
extended over months past, so that time has been gained {or judging of
its inerits, And yet to the very latest date, we are told by various
evangelical parties, that after a careful examination of facts, such as the
manner in which the meetings have been conducted, and the moral im-
pressions that have followed therefrom, aud the wonderful improvements
that bave taken place in personal conduct, they are shut up to the pleasing
belief that many souls have been added to the Lord.

Suspicion, however, is not wanting. Mere professers, of eourse,
regard the movement as a grave delusion. And those who possess a
sceptical turn view it as a fit theme for laughter. But others there are,
and well-disposed persons too, who, although esteeming it good on the
whole, consider it to be attended with various drawbacks. Referring
particularly to the north of Ireland, they reason thus; numbers who were
present at revival meetings have not only been brought to severe weeping,
but have burst forth into loud shrieks, or have sunk info convulsions, or
have left cff their ordinary work, or have refused food for twe or three
days ; are not these results to be deprecated greatly ? and may we not
say of the subjects of them, that their state of mind must be somewhat
wrong? Now, it ought to be borne carefully in mind, that the physical
accompaniments just referred to have not been sought after by the
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speakers ; if that had been the case, they might well have awakened
grave suspicion, But as far ds reports have reached us hitherto, the
addresses and sermons of the friends of revival have partaken thorouglily
of a staid character. And if, as the result of these appeals, some per-
sons (and these a very small minority,) have been stricken down, and
have shouted loud for mercy, etc., etc., is it not at Jeast a believable
thing that, instead of undergoing mere hysterics, or any thing to warrant
the idea of delusion, their hearts were passing through a solemn change?
‘We would not dispense with the Saviour’s test, ¢ therefore by their fruits
ye shall know them ;” let those who are put in the class of converts be
tried by the manner in which they act. But charity is needful as well as
caution. And we think that the principle is capable of proof, that under
the. faithful exhibition of the gospel, accompanied by the power of the
Holy Spirit, persons may be much affected physically, and affected in all
the ways demurred to, before they obtan peace with God. 'We point,
for example : 1. 'To Scripture cases of this sort. When Peter preached
on the day of Pentecost, his hearers ¢ were pricked in their heart, and
said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, men and brethren, what
shall we do 7 1t is perfectly clear from this quotation, that the 83000
were very uneasy ; they were filled with compunction, sensible as they
were of fearful guilt in having crucified the anointed of God. And what
is more pertinent to our purpose—they could not help expressing their
uneasiness, and expressing it too with great force; scarcely had Peter
concluded his address, if indeed he had concluded it, when the ery was
heard, « what shall we do? how shall we escape the wrath to come,”
Nor was this result unforetold in prophecy ; let any one turn to the book
of Zechariah, and 1¢ead carefully the following words, “T will pour upon
the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of
grace and of supplications ; and they shall look upon him whom they have
pierced, and they shall mourn for him as one that movrneth for his
only son, and shaell be in bicterness jfor him, as one that is in bifterness
Joi his first-lorn,””  The part of the passage we have given in italics
expresses more than deep grief, it points also to copious weeping, and,
we cannot doubt, to loud crymg, all of which foretold results were exhi-
bited in the case of the 3000,

We pass, however, to the case of Paul, who was primarily known as
Saul of Tarsus. When Jesus appeared to him in the neighbourhood of
Damascus, was he not affected very painfully? Yes, * and he trembling
and astonished, said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to d»?” notwith-
standing all bis boasted morality, and all his attention to religious forms,
and all his endeavours on the side of Judaisin, he shook to the keart and
cried like a true penitent, when he got a glimpse of the glory of Jesus.
Is it not distinctly recorded too, that * he was three days without sight,
and neither did eat nor drink.”” The blindness he was in for three days
may be traced, of course, to supernatural agency, to the light which
attended the appearance of the Saviour, but as for his abstinence from
food and drink, must we not refer it to another cause; and what other
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cause can be fairly alleged, but the sense he had of personal guilt, cou-
pled, perhaps, with the painful alarm, that in having so boldly dishonoured
Christ, he was open to the woes of the second death! We shall only
add another case. Let us Jook at the case of the Philippian jailor:
Passing over his purpose of suicide, which is well accounted for in Scrip-
ture—*¢ supposing that the prisoners had been fled,”” we appeal to the
facts which immediately followed: ¢“but Paul cried with a loud voice,
saying, do thyself no harm, for we are all here ; then he called for a light,
and sprang in, and came in trembling, and fell down before Paul and
Silas, and brought them out and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?
‘We have surely physical accompaniments here ; and accompaniments
too of a striking nature, the springing in, the manifest trembling, the
falling down before Paul and Silas, besides the anxious question that was
put, all affording unequivocal evidence that the man’s heart was ill at
ease, And no wonder; was it not clear from the state of the prisoners
for whom God had interposed by miracle, that in baving co-operated
against the prisoners, he had fought against God? and seeing this, how
could he possibly feel at ease? or how could he well conceal his uneasi-
ness? or if sensible that the prisoners could give him relief, was he acting
anything but a natural part when he raised the cry, what must 1 do to
be saved?

Now with all the cases just cited, the religious world is thoreughly
familiar, But the fact should not be forgotten that these persons, when
under conviction, were affected strongly in their physical nature. Andis
human nature different now? or at least so different that when persons,
who have heard pungent preaching, are thrown into deep bodily turmoil,
and cannot for a time receive their daily food, they must necessarily be
under some delusion? We cannot think so; Scripture cases lead us
otherwise.

But this is not our only argument. We point, 2. To the nature of the
case. And here we hope we shall not be. misunderstood. We do not
mean to affirm for a moment, that the physical accompaniments of which
we have spoken, must necessarily appear in all conversions, er even in
most conversions. We simply mean, that under a sense of deep personal
guilt, and under a sense of personal danger, some individuals may be so
excited as to break forth into painful exclamations, turn away from food
for a time, and find themselves unable to sleep. It has well been remarked
by oae of our ministers, that it is a terrible thing, when a man has to con-
front his own conscience. Yes, and when conscience ratifies the Bible
doctrine, that the soul that sipneth shall die, is it in any way wonderful,
is it not in keeping with the nature of the case, that his whole frame may
be shaken for a time, and that similar effects may steal over him, from
which he would be free if his mind were at ease? Ttis so in matters of
a sublunary kind. If a prisoner is doomed to a violent death, if a mer-
chant is bereft of his worldly all, if a mother is in danger of losing her
child, how often does it happen in such cases, that the powerful feelings
awakened in the mind lead to similar physical results, as the wringing of
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the hands, and the use of doleful cries, not to mention results of a worse
nature ; and all these are generally sympathised with, instead of producing
merriment or wonder. 'We would also refer, in this connection, to the
effect produced on King Darius when he saw the danger of the prophet
Daniel ; then the King went to his palace, and passed the night fasting;
neither were instruments of music brought before him, and his sleep went
from him ;” all this as the fruit of uneasiness, because he had signed an
erroneous edict, and thereby imperilled a most excellent servant, Why
then entertain the idea that allowance may be made for these cases, but
that those who are affected in any such way under the pressure of spiri-
tual causes, a sense of unworthiness aud a fear of the wrath to come,
should either be suspected, or considered as crazy ?

‘We point now: 3. To the plain implications of Bible analogy. We
shall give a single kind of analogy. Conversion is spoken of in Holy
‘Writ as a being born again: “except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God ; marvel not that I said unto thee, ye must be
born again.” But who is not aware, that in most cases of a natural
birth there are manifest tokens of acute pain? hence the appropriate
words of the Saviour, ‘““a woman when she is in travail hath sorrow,
because her hour is come.™ Now, admit that the figure is possessed of
meaning, and what does it teach? 1If it teaches anything, it teaches
this, that just as it isin the natural process, it .. more or lessin the spiri-
tual process, that under the agency of the Holy Spirit, reproving of sin
and righteousness and judgment, some individuals (if not all,) may be
poignantly affected, and give unequivocal indications of it: hence their
severe bodily agitations, their abstinence from food, and other results of
a similar nature, Not to enlarge on this, however, we shall only point
now,

4, To the differences which exist in constitutional temperament, All
temperaments are not alike, Some are cool, others are warnr; someare
self-possessed, others are exceedingly nervous. Itis so with the mem-
bers of a single family ; tidings of a pleasant or a painful kind may tell
amazingly on one member, while another may be little affected by them.
And nations, too, differ materially from one another: the I'rench, for
example, as compared with the English, and the Irish as compared with
the Scotch, and the Americans as compared with the Dutch. We saw
it stated lately in a newspaper, that the demonstrations of Irish feeling,
would on some occasions amaze a stranger, especiallv is this the case
with the poor ; when relatives are called to sever from relatives, as in
cases of emigration, they give expression to their sorrowfil feelings in a
way that many would scarcely believe. Now apply these facts to the
point before us. "We grant willingly, that in the great majority of cases,
when the gospel tells efficaciously on the heart, outward matters may go
on as usual j that is to say, there may not be any audible cries, there
may not be any interruption of sleep, food may be taken as it wus wont
to be; but is no allowance to be made for exceptions ? in the case of
persons who have strong feelings, may we not regard it as a probable
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thing that whea their hearts are arrested by the gospel, when sin appears
to them exceeding sinful, and the wrath to come stares them in the face,
their physical nature will yield to the influence, and that such exhibitions
will be given by them as have come out on the recent movement? Let
those exceptions be once ignored, if exceptions they may be called, and
then we would have to make the assertion that all forms of exclamatory
feelings, and all the ordinary issues of sorrow, should be set down to the
score of delusion.

And now, to bring our remarks toa close. Let us not be regarded by
any individual as lending help to any religious extravagance, In spiritual
as well as in civil maifters, we heartily say, ¢Let all things be done
decently and in order.” Of this too, we are thoroughly persuaded, that
if God’s work would be furthered in the world, God’s mind must be faith-
fully adhered to : the law of the Lordis perfect, converting the soul; the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.” DBut it cannot
be denied at the same time, that in making appeals to impenitent men,
there is ample room for official improvement : greater fidelity, greater
zeal, greater unction, ma; be brought out in the labours of the pulpit, as
well as in efforts that are made elsewhere. And although in connection
with revival movements some excesses might make their appearance.
would it not be a matter of highest gratitude, if even in the midst of
such excesses souls were saved from death and a multitude of sins were
hid! *¢There is joy in the presence of the angels of Gadover one sinner
that repenteth,” <O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years;
in the midst of the years make known; in wrath, remember raercy.”

R. M.

THE KINGSHIP OF CHRIST.

This subject is on. which can scarcely be named, without calling up the
thought of the Union about which our chureh has for some time been en-
gaged. The connection of the two things is very close, and, as I pro-
ceed, a few references to discussions bearing on the Union may be made
by way of illustration; but it is by no means my intention to treat of
the Union itself. I purpose to make some observations on a topic which
is intrinsically of the highest importance—one in which every christian
must take a deep interest, and which might very well have been brought
under consideration, though no Union had been contemplated, If the
views I present contribute in any degree to assist in the formation of
correct opinions in connection with that measure, an additional advan-
tage will be gained.

The Scriptures seem in the clearest manner to teach the universal do-
minion of Christ—not a dominion to which he shall sooner or later attain,
but one which he is already exercising—not his spiritual authority over
his church, but control over the universe at large—not such sway as ne-
cessarily and essentially belongs to him as a person of the Godhead, but
a dominion committed to him according to a purpose of the adorable Tri-
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jqity. ‘< All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” About all
this there is no room for diversity of opmion, and I am not aware that
any diversity exists in our circle. Surely every one who sincerely loves
the Savicur must rejoice and be glad that such an arrangement has, in the
manifold wisdom of God, been made. ¢« Worthy is the lamb that was
slain to receive power, and riches, and strength, and honour, and glory,
and blessing.” The church on earth and the church in heaven devouily
and joyfully hail him King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Yuc—~ could
more ample or delightful security have been given us that the interests
of his church shall be promoted and that all things shall work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to
his purpose ?  He whose love to his people was stronger than death will
certainly remember them now that he has come into his kingdom. He
gaz been given to be head over all things to the church which is his
ody.

But it deeply concerns us to have right ideas of what Christ’s Govern-
ment really consists in. Whai is the nature of this universal dominion -
with which he is invested? ‘There is manifestly much loose, confused,
and incorrect thinking on the subject; and hence I verily-believe not a
little of the discord and alienation which exist among christians, espe
cially among Presbyterians, and above all, among those connected with
Scotland. Other denominations seem either to have attained to clearar,
or at least more harmonious views on the subject, or possibly, indeed, they
have not made it so much a matter of consideration. At all events, it has
not occupied so prominent and unpleasant a place among their terms of
communion. Before turning our attention particularly to the theme, we
may well expect to find it difficult, and, in many of 1its bearings, myste-
rious and incomprebensible to us. Such knowledge is too wonderful for
us; it is so high we cannot attain unto it. The practical conclusion
seems o be that we ought not to dogmatize on the subjcct, but ought to
exercise great indulgence and forbearance towards those who seem ho-
nestly to wish to know the truth, but whose views do not coincide with
our own, I cannot hope to be able to throw much light on the point, but
it will afford me no small gratification if I can make even a small contri-
bution ; and my attempt will not be useless if I stimulate some better
qualified person to exercise his powers on the subject.

One of the aspects ¢ Christ’s headship which has chiefly occasioned
difficulty among his followers is the relation of that headship to civil gov-
ernment, 'What strifes and divisions have arisen about Christ being
King of Nations! It is to-this point chiefly that I wish to limit myself
in what follows.

It is easy to see what might be replied, and with great plausibility, to
any one who should deny that Clnist is. King of Nations. Nevertheless,
let us calmly look at the question. And, first, I observe that that design-
ation is not given to him in our English version of the Scriptures, Itis
applied, Genesis xiv., to Tidal, but I believe to no other individual, ex-
cept indeed to Jehovah himself, Jeremiah, x. 17. His kingdom is
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universal as well as everlasting. Is there then in either of the origi-
nals any expression relating to Christ which might naturally be rendered
by that phrase? I am not aware of it. Or is there any passage,
clearly Messianic, in which the idea is contained? T know of none
to which we are more likely to be referred than Psalm xxii, 28. To
that let us attend for a little. Ard, at the outset, I readily admit
that Christ is the person chiefly referred to in that portion of Holy
Writ. But there are several things to be observed. First, the whole
passage from the beginning of verse 26th to the end of the Psalm
1s manifestly prophetical, and relates to the future. It seems obvious, too,
that the future there contemplated is not the period when Christ should
ascend up on high and be invested with his universal sovereignty; but}
clearly it is the time when all the ends of the world shall remember and
turn unto the Lord, . e., when there shall be a general conversion of
mankind to the faith of the Gospel. Turther, any person who glances at
the passage in our English Bible will see that in verse 28th there is twice
a supplement of the word «“is.” Now, in very many cases this supple-
ment is the most natural and proper, but that depends on circumstances.
When the subject of a passage is contemplated as future, then *shall be ™
is surely to be preferred. * It may be mentioned also that the word ren-
dered ¢ Lord ” is “ Jehovah” in the original, The 27th and 28th verses
then may be thus trapslated more exactly than they are in the authorised
version. %Al the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto Jeho-
vah, and all the lindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.
For the kingdom skall be Jehovah’s; and he skall be the Governor
among the nations.” I allow the word ¢nations™ to stand, though
its appropriateness may be doubted. Xlengstenberg uses the word
« heathen™ in both verses; and whether it be the pagan idolatrous
portions of our race that are meant, there is no evidence, and I
think no probability, that there is a reference to communities organised
for civil purposes. The word “nations” is often used just to signify
the masses of mankind. Again, while there can be no doubt that
Jesus Christ being divine, the sacred name Jehovah may be, and fre-
quently is, applied to him, yet when that name is used we are not war-
ranted to conclude that Jesus is meant, unless there be special arguments
to prove it. Now, in the present case, we see no such argument. When
the Psalmist speaks of Jehovah he may just, as in innumerable other in-
tances, intend the Supreme Being without reference to any person in partic-
ular. Ur supposing it to be Jesus thatis meant as Governor of the nations,
still it is to be recollected that this Government is spoken of as com-
mencing when all the ends of the world should remember and turn unto
Jehovah, Does not this lead us to the conclusion, that the dominion
here referred to is that special, spiritual authority which Jesus Christ
exercises over his own church and people ? Ilis Govermnent, as
embracing the world, has no dependence on men’s conversion. It
includes all human beings, whatever be their spiritual condition—all
angels, good and bad, and all other creatures of whatever order or degree.
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And however rebellious and stubborn they may be, his almighty power
subjects them all to his control, and renders them, willingly or unwillingly,
consciously or unconsciously, the instruments of accomplishing his wise
and holy purposes.—The view of the passage I am auxious to give is
somewhat complex and has not been fully exhibited, but, surely, enough
has been said to show, that there is here but a very precarious foundation
for the doctrine that Christ is King of nations.

But it is said the fact is sufficiently established otherwise. Christ is
declared to be King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Now if he be King of
Kings he must be emphatically King of all they have under their sway, <. e.
the nations which they govern. This is a constructive argument, and to
me far from satisfactory. I understand King of Kings to he just the
greatest of Kings, ar greater than all Kings—the supreme ruler ; but not
implying that his rule is of a kind similar, or analogous to the rule of
those under his control. The object seems to be to give us an exalted
conception of the majesty of Jesus, and the method adopted is to name
the highest classes of persons known among men and to represent Jesus
as possessing supremacy over them, superior as they are to the rest of the
community, The word ¢ King” has unquestionably what grammarians
call a generic and a specific sense. Generically, it signifies a chief, ruler
or governor of any sort whatever. Specifically, it signifies a civil ruler;
and this latter meaning is the only reasonable and natural one which can
be attached to the word when it is joined with ““nations.”®> The King of
a nation certainly means its Governor in things civil ; and unless 1 am
greatly deceived, this is the very idea which those who speak of Jesus
as King of nations are anxious to edge in. They are eager Lo represent
him as having some special relation to the civil admmistration of the
country. They admit, of course, that his authority extends to every thing
without exception ; but kingly, that is civil jurisdiction, is what they spe-
cially claim for him; and ecclesiastical establishments follow guite legiti-
mately and as a matter of course. Now, generically, Jesus is King of
the universe, and his government extends to all the objects and all the
institutions it contains. Nations, like every thing else, are under his do-
minign. But the question here is, What is the kind of dominion which he
exercises? Subject to his unlimited supremacy, there are surely many
kmnds of dominion which are not directly nor specially conducted by him,
and with the defects, and the vices of which, it would be at once absurdity
and blasphemy to charge him. To all this it may be replied that, in one
sense, Jjesus is King of nations, though not in another, and we may apply
the expression to him understanding 1t in the right and proper sense. 1
rejoin that if the explanation of the sense in which the language is used
were always carefully and fully given, there might be no objection to it,
except on the score of cumbrousness. But when the explanation is
withbeld, there is at the least ambiguity, and in fact something worse.
For the most simple, fair, and natural import of the phrase « King of
nations™ is the false one, und yet it is, to all appearance, that which many
are anxious to convey, I do not charge them with wilful dishonesty.
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They very probably impose on themselves, and the expression under con-
sideration is a convenient instrument for screening aund propagating a most
pernicious fallacy. "L'he connection between language and thought need
not be insisted on. Correctness in the one generally leads to correctness
in the other. Why then should we persist in phraseology which almost
inevitably involves us in confusion, misapprehension and error?

In the Jagazine for August, the Rev. Dr, Ferrier says: « At the
same time, we dissent from them entirely in supposing that Christ being
King of nations lays civil rulers under obligations to serve and obey him.
His being King of nations is not the foundation of the magistrate’s duty,
nor of the duty of any man in whatever position he may be. Christ
being King of nativns has nothing whatever 1o do with the power of the
civil magistrate, or with the duties devolving on him.” This has been
pronounced self-inconsistent and contradictory. The very name King
mmplies a right to demand obedience. King, too, is a relative term, and
can belong to no one who has not subjects. And, further, the right to
demand obedience implies obligation to yield it. ‘The two things are re-
ciprocal. \Wherever there is the one there must be the other also. Now,
notwithstanding all this, T humbly concur with Dr. F. How that learned
person would esplain the matter I do not know ; but the solution which
presents itself to me is that tho’ Christ may be called King of nations,and
certainly has control over all associations and institutions whatsoever, yet
he is not their civil ruler. In fact, he is not King in the ordinary sense
of the word ; and civil obedience is due only to civil anthorities. It is
doubtless true that civil obedience, like all other duty, is enjoined by the
law of Christ, and the person who yields it may be said to be serving -
Christ—obeying not only for wrath but also for conscience sake. In
like manner, servants (slaves) are required to obey in all things their
masters, according to the flesh, and fo do heartily whatsoever they do as
to the Lord (to Christ I suppose) not unto men. Yet Christ is not a
slave-master, nor is 1t he who imposes the tasks upon bond-men. It is
unquestionably the will of Christ that every man should pay his just and
lawful debts. But the payment must be made to the creditor, The pay-
ment of debts, and duty of every other kind, is certainly to be performed
chiefly from a sense of obligation to obey the law of the Supreme Being.
Bat no man can establish a pecuniary claim against me, by reminding me
of my inexpressible indebtedness to the Saviour, and quoting from his
word the injunction ¢ Owe no man anything.” The question remains, Do I
owe you anything? Where is your warrant to claim in the name of Christ?
How far this may coincide with the views of Dr. Ferrier 1 have no means
of judging, But I observe he says: ¢ His (Christ’s) being King of na-
tions is not for direct and holy obedience, but for helding his enemies
under such providential management as will either terminate in their con-
version to the new obediencé of the gospel or in their everlasting ruin.”
I entirely concur with the Doctor in regarding Christ’s kingship over the
nations and over the universe as consisting in ¢¢ providential management.”
But if I might offer a remark, in the way of dissent, I would say that the

L4
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 management,” I conceive; is not over « enemies ™ only, but friends also.
It is, in fact, just Providence in all its amplitude and minuteness, and the
object is not simply to bring enemies to conversion or everlasting ruin,
but far more extensively, to secure the glory of God in the highest, the
real welfare of his people, and all the glorious results contemplated by his
infinite wisdom.

‘Lo very many, discussions of this kind will seem uncalled for, injudi-
cious, and fitted to be injurious. Some very likely will declare what I
have written to be unintelligible jargon. I really think we are guilty of
troubling and perplexing the people with intricacies at once unpleasant
and unprofitable,  Why, then, have I been chargeable with the. offence ?
My simple vindication 1s that all T aim at is to correct the mistaken no-
tions, as I regard them, which others have presented. Much of the con-
fusion and error results from the use of loose and ambiguous language,
not a little from applying to Christ that title © King of nations” for which
Scripture gives no direct warrant, and which really is applicable to Him
in one sense, but not in another. To argue from it, as many do, respecting
the power of magistrates and the duty of subjects, is a fallacy just of
the same kind as it would be to maintain that because Victoria is Queen
of Britain, thercfore she is Mistress of all owr Doarding Schools, and that
every little Miss who pouts at her Governess is chargeable with disloyalty
to our bovereign Lady. If men will use ambiguous language, they
should be obliged to define it, and then we might either reject their ex~
pressions as inappropriate, or set aside their conclusions as illegitimate,

(JUIVIS.

RNevicws of Lsoks.

—

A VIEW OF THE SCRIPTURE REVELATIONS RESPECTING G0OD AND
Evi. Axceis. By Ricuaro Waareny, D.D., Archbishop of
Dublin. 12mo., pp. 171. TPhiladelphia, Lindsay & Blakiston, 1856,

"This work belongs somewhal. to the same class with another production

{ the same author, we lately noticed, viz.: Seripture Revelations of
@ Future State. Indeed he mentions, in the preface, that the success of
the other partly encouraged him to give this to the public. ‘They are
both written in the same easy, popular styvle, and strongly marked by the
leading characteristics of Whately’s mind. In one important respect,
however, there is decidedly a difference. The volume on a Future State
inclines towards a number of doctrines not generally received by believers
in Scripture, and indeed is frequently referred to by the enemies not only
of orthodoxy, but, we believe, of Christianity itself, as favouring their
views. The one before us is, in the main, a defence of the principles
commonly held amongst us. On a number of subordinate points the
Archbishop has his own peculiar ideas, but on leading topics he agrees
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with the great body of evangelical theologians and interpreters, There
are two principles by which Whately resolutely stands—first, that what-
ever is clearly and distinctly taught in Scripture is to be implicitly
believed—and second, that whatever is not expressly declared is not to be
ranked among the revelations of the Word of God, nor to be recognised
as an article of faith, The first of these is perfectly sound and safe ;
regarding the second there i> some difficulty, and a degree of caution is
to be observed. Sometimes a doctrine may be indicated with such a
degree of distinctness as almost to require us to regard it as having divine
authority, and to include it in our creed, though a direct, full, explicit
statement of it is not to be found ; for example, the continued conscious-
ness of th.. soul during the period between death and the resurrection.
The consequence of the position laid down by the author, together with
the severe logical tendency of his own mind, is that he rejects a consider-
able amount of what is generally accepted.

The book before us consists of eight lectures, to which a few notes are
added. At the outset the author remarks, as most other writers on the
subject bave done, that the notices in Scripture respecting Angels are
brief and scanty. Moses Stuart observed that it is impossible from the
Bible to construct anything like a complete angelology. Whately reckons
it not improbable that angels, like men, may at first have been subjected
to trial, that part may have stood, and part fallen, and hence the two
classes. He conjectures also, that good and bad men may, hereafter, be
such beings as good and bad angels now are. Ile considers the appear-
ances of ¢ the Angel of the Lord,” which we frequently read of in the
Old Testament as just manifestations of Jehovah himself, but does not
seem to adopt the opinion that it was the second person of the Trinity
who then assumed the human likeness, lndeed, we suspect, he is not
quite clear about the distinct personality of the Son. His sermon entitled
 Immanuel,” ought to be carefully studied by those who would have his
ideas respecting the divinity of Christ. He exposes with great severity and
effect, the scoffing notions of those who deny the existence of evil spivits,
and the reality of temptation. That temptation is not a mere matter of
imagination, he considers fully demonstrated by the temptation of our
Redeemer, which is recorded by three of the evangelists, though none of
them was present, so that they must have got their information from Jesus
himself, or had it imparted to them by revelation. He contends for
demoniacal possessson as not a disease of the body or the mind, but an
effect produced by the real presence, and operation of evil spirits. The
case of the legion of demons passing from the man into the swine, he re-
gards as decisive on this point, and maintains, besides, that the language
usually employed by Christ and the inspired writers on the subject could
not be reconciled with honesty, on any other principle. He has a number
of striking and important remarks on the manner of Satan in exercising
temptation, or rather, we should say, an exposure of the absurdity of
many coramon notions on that subject, and there will be fourd some valua-
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ble divections for the resistance of temptation, which he holds may, through
Divine Grace, always be successfully accomplished,

The following is part of the reply he makes to those professing to be-
lieve the Scriptures as the Word of God, and yet denying the reality of

evil spirits,  After referting to the explicit statements‘made by the in-

spired writers on the subject, he adds:

“If the belief in evil spirits is altogether a vulgar error, it certainly is not an
error which Jesus and his Apostles merely neglected to correct, or which they
merely connived at, but which they decidedly inculeated.

“Now if such be the real character of our Sacred Writers,—if they judged
such a * pious fraud’ as this, justifiable and right, any man of common sense and
common honesty must distrust them altogether. For, how can one be sure—he
may say—at what point their pious frauds are to sfop? Why may they not have
thought it allowable, and necessary, to invent all the accounts of mivacles, in ac-
commodation to the popular belief, that the promised Messiah was to work mi-
racles? And why may they not have put into his mouth doctrines which He
never taught? And why may they not, throughout, have made any number of
assertions, on any point whatever, which were true indeed in & certain mystical,
hidden sense, understood by themselves, but utterly untruein the sense in which
they kuew that they would be understood by their hearers and readers? How, in
short, can one be justified in giving any credit at all to those whom we suppose
to have been knowingly and wilfully deceiving their hearers §

* Now all this unbelief may not really be in the minds of those rash interpre-
ters ] have been alluding to.  But they should remember thiat the principle they
have laid down is one which every man-will féel himself at liberty to apply as he
may think fit. ¢ Yow believe,” he may say, “the narratives of the Christian
sniracles to be literally true, while you regard all that the same persons say about
evil spirits to be a mere accommodation to vulgar prejudices, and to be utterly un-
true in its literal sense ; because that appears to you improbable: I extend the
same kind of interpretation to the miraculous narratives also, because, to me,
these also appear improbable: and you eznnot blame me for asing the same liberty
that you use yourselves. .

Tt is worth while for these interpreters to consider also what kind of impres-
sion they create respecting themselves ; —what is the picture they are drawing of
their own moral character. There is no rensoi why their own language should
pot be interpreted aceording to the same rules which they apply to that of the
New ’{‘estnment. For ¢ with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you
again.

« ‘Here is & man, it may be said, ¢ professing to believe in the divine origin
of Christianity, and o regard our Sacred Writers as the appointed teachers of a
true revelation from Heaven, who yet represents them as encouraging and propa-
ting a snperstifious error, in compliance with popular prejudices, He will not,
therefore, be likely to bave any scruple of doing, himself, what he considers al-
lowable and right in these his religious guides. Perhaps, therefore, his own pro-
fession of belief in the Gospel may be only a similar ¢ accommodation > to what
be luoks on as the prejudices of his own time. And when he speaks of Jesus
Christ as a Heaven-sent messenger, it may be his own secret meaning that Jesus
was in reality no more than & remarkably wise man, like the Athenian Socrates,
or the Chinese Confuscius ; and that all the miraculous narratives in our Scrip-
tures are fabulous.’

“We have, indeed, no right to pronounce positively that such s the opinion of
every one who iuterprets Scripture in the way I bave been speaking of: but no
one can be sure thatitis nof. ~And sucha person, accordingly, though he may be,
in faet, a believer in Christinnity, ought not to complain or to wonder if the con-
trary is suspected; since he can offer no reasonable- proof of his sineerity, By
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his own showing, if he did look un the Gospel as ¢ a cunningly-devised fable,” he
would yet have no scruple in strougly expressing his belief in it, and in propaga-
ting it as a genuine revelation. His own words, interpreted according to his own
rules, are quite consistent with his being an unbeliever.

“ And such suspicions not only ave, in themselves, nothing unfair or unreason-
able, but.are greatly strengthened by experience of what actually does take place,
For in modern times persons have been found who actully do interpret other
parts of the Gospel-narratives on a similar plan. They represent the Disciples
{how they came to be discipies, these persons do not tell us) as having been led by
zeal for their Master's bonour, to exaggerate and misvepresent some occurrences,
aud to invent others, The sick persons, for instance, healed by Him, they repre-
sent as having accidentally recovered just at the time they were brought to Him.
His walking on the water wasg, they tell us, merely 2 mode of expressing that He
waded along a shallow portivn of the lake! And the five thousand were fed, not
with the biread distributed to them by the Disciples, but with what some of them-
selves had brought with them; which, on thut supposition, must have amounted
to about fifty Aunared-weight—a quantity too conspicuous, certainly, to have ad-
mitted of any deception.”

He thus exposes the absurdity of supposing that when Satan tempts,
he makes a visible manifestation of himself:

¢ What would a robber or an assassin give, think you, for the power of making
himself invisible? Asit is, they resovt to the most secret hiding-places,~they
skulk. in darkness,—they assume disguises,—they use all contrivances (when
about to attack those they cannot overpower by open foree) to .make their ap-
pronches unseen, unheard, and unsuspected. But no one can doubt that if such
men had the power of beevming invisible, they wwould vot fuil to use it for the
perpetration of their evimes. Never, certainly, would they, or do they, show
themselves, voluntarily, so as to alarm into flight ov resistance those whom they
wish to take by surprise. Aund yet how many popular tales are afloat among the
superstitious vulgar, of evil spirits assuming a bodily form, and openly appearing
before men; sometimes, when presenting temptations to them, sometimes in
frightful shapes, as if on purpose to alarm them.* They are popularly sup-

osed to dwell amid the fives of burning mountains, or to haunt burying-grounds
in the night-time, or to appear beside the death-beds, or the graves, of wicked
men, and to show themselves when invoked at midnight Ly fantastic conjurations
and nagical ceremonies. And they are believed to coufer on those who thus
apply to them, superhuman powers of witcheraft, in return for a formal renuneia-
tion of their baptism, and surrender of their souls.

“ Common seuse will teach avy one who will but listen to it, wkhen, and where,
and fow, evil spirits are most actively eraploged. They are not occupied with
the dead corpses of bad men: with these, Satan’s work is alréady done. It is not
with the carease of the dead sivner, but with the mind of the living one that they
are engaged. Notr can a man be seeured from being made a prey by committing
his mouldering clay to consecrated ground after his death; but by having, du-
ring his life-time, a conseerated soul ;—a ¢ clean heart, and a right spirit within
him:' not, by sheltering his lifeless budy, afler his time of trial is' past, withm a
Place of Worship, whieh he respects as the Temple of God; but by offering
himself & living sacnfice, holy and acceptable to Gud,’ and making his body,
while alive, a “living stone’ of the ¢ Temple of the Holy Ghost’

“ Let no one either hope, or fear; that the Devil is to be ra‘sed in badily shape
—in the loneliness aud darkness of midnight—by fantastical eonjurations designed
for that purpose.  He ¢an, indeed, be easily raised; but not in that way, He und
his agents are indeed at haud when called on; aund they continually are called on

® The legend of the temptations of St. Anthony (often taken as a subject for paiuters) is
one specimen out of many that might be referred to.
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by those who ave lenst thinking of them. But they-do not assume a revolting
and alarming form. Satan himself transforms himself into an' Angel of Light.
He is ready under any specious and alluring disguise; andias soon as one is seen
through, or suspected, will resort: to-another. It is not in darkuess; and solitude,
and silence, that he is.oftener.at work than in the bustle and: busindss of cheerful
day ;—in the crowded market and the revelling faiv, not less than in the secret
resorts.of the thief, the adulterer, or the.assassin. The incantations which invoke
him the most effectually, are the. songs and light talk of drunkards,—the oaths;
and curses, and.revilings of the quarrelsome,—the insidious-standers: of the ma-
licious,—~the flattering and corrupting talk-of the seducer,~the lies and false pro-
fessions of the crafty and fraudulent. These, and such as these, come out of the
¢evil treasure of an evil heart’ already corrupted through the devices of Satan;
and they give proof to him that his wiles ave, thus far, suceéssful, and that he may
advance te still bolder and further attacks, till ‘he has gained complete dominivn
over the miserable heart which admits him, and which will become more and
more e,?slaved to the ‘unclean Spirit’ withie it, the longer that dominion con-
tinues.

We cannot suppress the following, though it does not bear directly
on the main subject of the book. Whately, though the Minister of an
Established Church, seems not far from a Voluntary. His case, in this
respect, resembles that of Principal Campbell, and many others :

“ 1t i8;said to-have been formerly the prctice in Christian places of worship,
for-all the males of the congregation, on the recital of the Apostles’ Creed, to
stand np and draw their swords, in token of their zeal for the true Faith, and of
their readiness to fight in its defence. These wers sr‘o?essedly the servants of
Him who bade his erring Disciple ‘put up his sword into its sheath; who de.
clared that his ‘Kingdom was not of this world; who, ‘when he was reviled,
reviled not again; when He suffered, threatened not; and who sent. forth His .
followers, not to. subjugate, but to ¢ teach all nations;’ ‘in meekness instrueting
those that oppose themselves,” Such was the Master whom these men professed
to sérva: but to judge of them ¢by their frdits one would rather have taken
them for worshippers of the heathen.god Mars. .

* Precisely such a castom as I have just alluded. to, doés not now, I believs,
exist anywhere; but if any one shvuld thence infer that there is.now no risk of
his being betrayed into intolerance under the shape of zeal for God’s glory, his
confidence of being safe from any such danger exposes such a man to the greatest
danger. Even-af the present day, and in ‘this very country; you-may hear people
talk of its being the duty -of the -Civil .Government * fo provide for the: good,—
the greatest good,—of -its subjects,” by putting down .all false religion, and en:
forcing the profession of the true Faith. And as every Ruler, whether Pagan,
Mahometan, or Christian, whether Protestant or Romanist, &e., will of eourse
assvme that Ziis own is the true Faith, and those opposed to it-érroneous, hencé
this principle goes to-establish universal intolerance,

“ 'ﬁhgre can be no doubt-that there have been, and are, persons who maintain
this principle on sincere conviction. And any one ‘who does so,—who considers
the Civil Government bound in this way ‘to provide a true religion for the sub-
jeots,”—muist be doubly tempted by an’ offer of empire; teapted not merely by
personal ambition, but by pitriotism and public spirit, and for what he regards as
Qod’s glory: 'Such a one therefore must, one would think, wonder that.the Lord
Jesus: did not establish a temporal kingdom, and corpel all men to acknowledge
the'true God. And no doubt the temptation actually presented to our Lord came
in that shape;—in the shape not of mere personal aggrandizement, but of the
suppression of all false religions. He, however, perceived that his acceptance of
this temporal péiver,to be so-employed, would have made /ifs a false religion,
and would’ havesamounted to a falling dowa before Satan.

VOL. VI. U
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. “Audin the world as it nctually is, not only is the veadency.of secular coersiod
in religious matters, to pr_odu.ceA insinecere: profession, instead of.sincere conviction,
but, moreover, its operntion-is in-all- eases unfavourable-to the cause of the pure
Gospel. For in many countries—probably the far greater number—that very re-
ligion would be oppressed or discountenanced: And in -other countries again,
where the religion attempted to be enforced by law was, in many poiots, nearer to
the truth, still it would, in one most essential point, be completely opposed to the
precepts and to the practice of Christ and his Apostles. For they evidently de
signed that their religion should be embraced voluntarily nad sincerely, and. hot
forced (that is, the outward profession of it) on:any one:” :

The book is an jateresting one, and may be studied with advantage,
especially by persons who think for themselves and judge what they read,
adopting and rejecting according as evidence is satisfactory or otherwise:
Like all Whately’s works, it presents ‘good mental exercise, and tends to
train aad discipline the mind. 'We regret to say that the American edition
is ill printed, and generally not handsomely got up.

f edtatin o .
Tut Turee Gatuerines. By Joun Broww, D.D. Bdinburqgh:
24ino. pp. 112. Edinburgh, A. & D. Padon, 1857. :

In this little volume we have one of the last efforts made by the
author in the cause of Missions,—a cause in which he-early embarked
and zealously laboured till the close. When he was the Minister of &
small country Congregation at Biggar, he succeeded in stimulating
them to contribute as.almost no similar Congregation in Scotland did,
and afterwards; along with Dr. Heugh and a few others, he was instru~
mental in introducing the'new scheme which has, under God’s blessing,
led to such gloriousresults. This publication is founded on Isaidh lvi.
18, and is.the expansion of an idea in the commentary of Vitringa,
which Dr. Brown tells us, in his preface, that he early studied; on the
recommendation of Dr. Lawson. The thought long lay dormant in
his mind, and brought forth fruit in his old age: The Three Gather~
ings are,—first, of the Jews converted at the beginning of the new dis-
pensation; second, of the Gentiles subsequently reeeived into the
Church ; and third, of both Jews and Gentiles still to be brought in.
Under each of these heads a great deal of very interesting-and usefu}
matter will be found. Speaking of the Jews, a quotation is given from
Lauther, very unguarded certainly, but quite characteristic of the Re-
former. A Jewish heart is so stock—, stone-, iron—, devil- hard,
that it can in no wise be moved. They are young devils damned to
hell. To convert these devil’s brats, as some fondly dream out of the
Epistle to the Romans, is impossib e.”” Dr. B,, of course, takes the
opposite view, and regards it as probable that the ¢hildren of Abrahant
may be restored to their own land, to form a Church, however, in no
respect different from any other portiom of the Church under -the
Christian dispensation.—The general e¢haracter of this work i3 cheering
and exciting, and we cordially recommend it to such of our readers as
may have an opportunity of' ,seeing it. . The. number of these, how~
ever, we fear will be small, unless there be an American reprint.
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IWissionary Ertclligence,

AUSTRALIA,

The following appenl in behalf of more ministers, addréssed by the Rev* Jamea
Ballantyne Melbourne to the secretary of the U. P. Mission Board, Scotland is
published in the dissionary Record. It posesses an especial interest on account
of its relation to the recent Union, and we hope our Churches here though still.ex-
periencing cunsiderable depression, can rejuice in the prosperity of theirbrethren in
the far East. : ce

Rev. anp Dear Sir.—As several of my ‘new brethren have expressed a wish
that I should take an early opportnaity of bringing the claims of our Union
Church as prominently as possible before:the ministers-of the Uuited Presbyterian
at home, and as I feel that I have now a freedom and confidence in presenting to.
brethiren at home the claims of this colony as a sphere of ‘miuisterial labour which
I have not experienced before, I shall feel obliged if you can permit me, through.
the 1i.ges of the Record; to luy a few considerations before them. I shall endeav-
our to be as brief as possible. And, ' :

1st, Presbyterian Unionin thiscolony is now a great fact. It is a thing at
length accomplished. The consummation took place on' April Tth—a day vhich
will be ever memorable in the history of Presbyterianism, dnd, I trust, of Christ-
fanity itself, in this colony. Itawoke devout gratitude to- God in many a bosom,
and gave rise to specialtand hallowed rejoicings. The interest felt on the occasion
was deep, wide spread, and sacred. The scenes of Bristo Street Church, Edinburgh,
and Taofield Hall on May 13th, 1847, were reproduced in this remote land, and in
this great city, that Lkas been born in a day. These écenes were most vividly
recalled to my mind, and . ¢he minds of many others who had witnessed them,
and who-took part in-our'rejoicings. In the perfect cordiality that distinguished
the various parties uniting, in the solemnity that characterised all the services, in.
the public arrangements of the occasion, in the crowded assemblages of people
in the sacred enthusiasm that prevailed, the two great events bore: a striking re-
semblance to each other. : Co D

2d, The qucstio verata between us United Presbyterians and the other branches
of the Presbyterian Church, viz, the Free and ‘Church-of Scotland, bas, I think,
becen satisfactorily settled. I suppose it is stffleiently understood at home that we
bave no Established Church here, and that sfate-aid means simply the Government
handing over so much money per annim for stipends-and building purposes to the
churches that are willing to uccept it. No interference of the civil magistrate
accompanies the gift. It isitherefore, not quite the same thing as state-endowment
in Scotland. The Union Church, as a church, will have no objectionable con-
nection with'it—at least no such conuection as need prevent a cunscientious
United Presbyterian from joining it. “Those individual cburches that have hitherto
beenin receipt of the grant, and wish to continue it, will receive it, not through
the moderator as formely, but throngly 2 small-committee .of their éwn number,
‘W e couldrnot usk such churches to give-up this so long ‘as they could conscientis
ously takeit; for,if it were right in us to ask this, it'wonld be equally right in
them to ask us to approve or aceept of it. In either case, thete would be bigotry,
not charity and concession. I think that, meanwhile, the solution of ‘the difficult;
is honourable and'satisfactory ; and I doubt not thet' by and by, the grant itself
will be:swept away by legislative ensctmenit. 3 .

3., ‘Phe new body is feltto be somethisg in the colony. Formerly, the numerous
small sects;into which: Presbyterianism was divided were uninfluertial, and; indeed
a ground-of constant reproach. But the Union -Ghurelf ¢annot fail to - exercise.a
great influence. It is second to no denomioation in Victoria, in its respectability
its numericdl strength, and the. acceptubility of its- ministry. It numnbered close
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upon (60), sixty ministers and churches on the day of uuion-consummation. Most
of these are in a flonrshing and progressive condition. Three new ministers, duly
authenticated, have arrived since the union took pTace, and been received by the
Melbourne Presbytery, and others are on the way. We need, however, not a few
but many. The Melbourne Preshytery alone has already twelve new localities
under consideration, in all of \vhiei') ministers must be settled speedily. The
truth is, wherever we look, we ses *the fields white unto the Em-vest,” The
spirit of earnestness that preyades the.new body is becoming very apparent. It
feels that it can grapple with difficulties, and enter upon undertakings, before
which the different sections in their separate capacities were ‘powerless, It is
girding itself for its high undertaking. Its influence is already felt, and it will
inerease every day.

4¢h, Ministers need not dread Iack of comfort in coming now to this colony. Tbe
change that -has come over it, even. since my arrival in 18565, is very great, and
that for the bester. In our large and settled eommunities, society very much:
resembles the condition of society at home. The comforts, the elegances,. the
luxuries of life abvund.  Generally speakiog, there is little or no self-denial in a
minpister coming here. If, indeed, he prefer making.a new cause {o accepting of
an old and: setiled charge, he may have to struggle with difficulties fov a while ;
but if he be a man of faith, and eneygy, and endurance, he will soon rise sbove
them, aud place himself in a position of comfort. When I think of the “struggles
for life” which many a.pious, devated, and talented man must encounter in Scot-
land, and contrast with these the position of comfort in which hemmight soon place
himself here, I cannot.help regretting the greatly mistaken potiouns. that prevail. in
regard to fields of wrinisterial labour in this land.

5¢h, The field 1s wide and urgent. Though only a month has elapsed sinee the
union was consumated, steps have already been taken for opening a number of new
eauges. In the Melbourne Presbytery alone, there are at least one dozen of places
requiring immerliate attention. I shall mention one.or two of these.~-l1st, There
is: Collingwood, In position, Collingwood is to Melbourne what, the New Town
is to Edinburgh, It is a very fine place, and contains a population of upwards of
30,000: According to-the:last census, one section of it posessess a population of
(1500) fifteen hundred Presbyterians. There is no Presbyterian Chureh in all this
district, and only one Indepedent one. To-morrow evening, Dr. Cairns, the Rev.
Mr. Hetherington, and myself meet with the people in this distvict, for the purpose
of -initinting the new cause, ILhave no doubt that it will prove large and influ-
entinl from the very day of its commenceraent. This is.truly a splendid field-for
aman of piety, energy, and public spirit.—2d, There is.Novth Melbourne, This
je-another district very much resembling Collingwood. A great many of the
people ave.Scoteh, and-are Presbyterianin their religious profession. 1here-is one
Union Church here already, aud it is erowded, The United Presbyterianbas be-
come extinet, and a second Union Church is just .about to be started. There is
abundans room for it, and many are looking anxlously for its inauguration—3d,
Kilmore. This is a very fine agriculture district; altogetber Stottish. in its
scenery, and lying about forty miles to the north- of Melbourne. There are
numerous coaches to-it daily, aud the fare by coach-is ouly ten shillings, There
is a beautifully made and macadamized road all the-way. The population of the
place and surrounding distriet.is.at least between 6000 and 7000. Jn consequence
of a numerous)y signed.request from the ,'()e,opl,e,.Mr. Hetherington, Mr. McDonald,
and myself visited iton Thursday last. Though the-wheather was very‘inclement;
we had o large enthusiastic meoting, I.remained over and preached.to the people
yesterday. The Mechavies Hpall bas.been taken, which s very-comfortable places
aud can accomodate a pumerous audience. Though the weather still continued
wegand boisterous, the place was quiet filled by an-earnest and respectable andi-
tory: The people want a.minister at once if he ean be had. and will procee” to
shoetection of a-ohurch without delay.—I.find that there are three.districts intha
vicinity of Kilmore which waut an immediate supply of sermon if possible, and
-whicli expest ere long to benble to support a-minister separately—l mean. each
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one. ' These are Fannfield, Wallati-Wallan, atid Broadford, On Saturday, while at
Kilmore, 1 had an urgent request forwartled to mé froin Heatlicote (thirty miles
farther on) to.go forward gnd pteach to thie people. This place is also ripe for a
minister, and I believe L. 400 has been subscribed as minister’s stipend for the
first year. Thisalso is a promising field. I might continue to describe other
glaces, but T find that it will occupy too thuch space to do so, T have little botb

ut that new causes will spring up more rapidly than ministers cah be found to
occupy them. I wonld call special attention to the fact, that theie aré numerous
districts in this colony in which 1o single scction of the Presbylerian Church
could inake an effective movement for the_ support o[ e minister ; but where, noty
that the Union has been accomplished, the different sections combined can do thiis
without difficulty. ‘ v

But [ must bring my remarksto a close. I trist that the claims of this wonder-
ful country will be moute seriously pondered by ministers at home than they have
yet been, It is painful.to Witness the thousands who ara.sinking into comparative
heathenism for Jack of the ordinances of the gospel. And many of these have
received = religious training, and have come from the bosom of families conneey
ed with the Presbyterian churches in Scotland. Are there nohne to be found who
will come here to care for the souls of such? Men will come for businesgg—
they will come for gold, and some merély ®to see what can be seen;” and yet
shall one come only now and again for Christ and piecious souls! Were the
required to copie to great self-denial, aod bardship, and endurance, stiil the wor
is surely grand and urgent enough to- induce them to. do so; but when, in the
majority of instances, they will come to increase their own usefulaess and com-
fort, I feel altogether at a loss to acecount for the relugtance and apathy which are
displayed. I trust that now that there is an influential denomination of Presby-
térians to.receive them not a few will be. found prepared to cast in their lot with
us,

OAPE' COLONY.——GLENTHORN. .

The following letter of the Rev, J. F. Cummipg, dated 25th May, contains the
gratifying intelligence that a Hottentot and seven Caffres, have been by baptism
added to the church of Christ:—In a letter which I addressed to you a few
months ago, I guve a prety full statement of the encouraging éircumstances con -
nected with the mission cause under my charge in thig place. During the five
Sabbaths of my absence, in order to see my two boys embark for their fatherland,
the English were not supplied with their usual services, as no assistance in that
respect could be obtained. But the two native congregations were differently
situated. The eldevs supplied the one, abd a liberated slave—a devout man—-
assisted in conducting the serviges of the other, On my return from so.loog a
jourpey, I had much cause for thankfulness in finding matters doing well, )

_ Although sunshine does not always rest upon my labours, still, when comparing
the results with the imperfect efforts made, the exclamation will ofien burst forth
unconsciously, Lo ! what hath God wrought { Since the period when £ sent the
letter already referred to, a Hottentot female, and seven who gpeak the Caffre
language, bave been added to the church by baptism. =~ )

It was only last Sabbath that these seven were baptized. * Two were mén and five,
were women. As I have mentioned on a former oceasion, the natives in this neigh-
bourhood are.not all Amoksa. So:far from this being the case, I may almost say
that most of the tribes of South Africa are in a manoer represented by the natives
around. Of theseyen just mentioned, four were Basutus, one a Fengu, one a
Tembu, and one a Cuffie of Stock’s tribe. The latter is-an aged womau, and one
who, being brought hither by the presure of the late faminine, gave early manifes.
tations of being brought under the influeuce of divine truth, Her convictions of
sin were of the most powerful description, and sv rapid was the progress made in
Christian knowledge, as well as in the features of a renewed disposition, that I
could heartiy wish that every inquirer gave the samie amount of safisfaction, In’
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looking upon the cheerful and enlightencd countenance of the Fengu woman,
together with the clean and tidy dress éhe wears,. the reflection arises, Can this-be
she who, about two years ago, presented so.degraded and so repulsive an appear-
ance? Truly old things have passed away, and all things have become new !
The other femanles were more civilised at.the first, and have been distinguished fur
their steady progvess in their Christian profession. The men are Basutus. and,
after a coutse of instruction of several years, give pleasing evidences of the sin-
cerity of their eharacters. ’

During the service, a solemn feeling seemed to prevade the whole of the congre-
gntion. I felt much myself upon this hallowed oceasion. The balf-suppressed
emotions arising from many present, together with the appearance of those whoso
recently had been living without God and without hope in the world presenting
themselves an offering to-the Lord, was well fitted to touch the tenderest sympath-
ies of our nature. The result even in this scene, it is to be hoped, will not be
without its beneficial influence upon the minds of many then present. And if
the thrilling fervour in which the praises of the glorious” Three in-One were sung
cre dismissal, is to be accounted for, surely it is not unbecoming to cherish the
lyo%e t,llmt, impressions have been made which only require time and opportunity
to disclose. .

3

OLD CALABAR.~—DUKE TOWN,

The following extract from n letter of the Rev. Willlam Anderson, dated 29th
June, contains the very gratifying information that he has admitted to the church
four persons, one of whom is a native of Calabar :—“Since I wrote to you last
four persons have been received into the fellowship of the church here. Ouly one
however, a femele, is a native of Old Calabar; two are from Cape Const. I
expect to baptize an old man, a nativé of Egbo Shary (or Ibibio), on Sabbath first,
Applications from other parties for admission to membership have not been
wanting ; but, improving by past experience, we see more and more the advant-
age and necessity of exercising caution in referenee to admission to membership.
Two of the pative young men who have for some time been separated from eom-
nounion, seem to be in a very humble and very hopeful state of iind, and will, I
trust, be by and by restored to féllowship. At each of our four last communijon
seasons we have enjoyed the ministrations and fellowship of one of the brethren
of the presbytery, Messrs Godie, Robb, Baillie, and Thomson, have each
preached to us on such occasions, and we have found it good and profitable to
unite in such services.”

CBEEK TOWN.

The following letter from the Rev. Mr. Goldie, dated 28th June, conveys the
cheering tidings-that on the 26th of that month he baptized five young men ;—

Usual meetings yesterdny. In the forenoon had as the subject of discourse,
Matt. vi. 24, to the end. The afterncon was occupied with a baptisial service,
when we kad the pleasure of receiving into the chureh five young men, named
Eyo Eosn Efiok ‘Eyo, Eyo-Otu, Oboko Inyang Esien, Asuqua Ekanem, and Eyo Ma.
May they prove faithful to the vows of the Lord which theyhave taken upon
them, and may the Lord speedily and greatly increase his church in this land.

The preceding extract from my journal shows that we have had an addition to
our numbers. Three of the young men named above have been in the candidite
class for four years, and two vpwards of two years. Eyo Ensa Efiok Eyo isa snn
of Tom Eyo, thé first of hisfamily who has joined the ranks of the professed fol-
lowers of the Saviour. Eyo ‘Otua and Oboko Inyang Esien were brought, when
children, from some district 6f Mbudikom, a country several days’ journey beyond
the Qua mountaing, aud which we have uot been able to identify with any place
known to Europeans. The Calabar people do not extend théir journeys so far,
but through Averdup and Aqua they used 0 get a lurge part of the slaves they’

‘
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exported during the prevalends of the slave trade from that tegion., Itseems to
be an extensive country, and the people, of some districts at least, ate ncquainted
with u light-coloured race of mwan-vendors called Tibari, who ride on horseback,
and employ their time in slave hunting. Asuqua Ekanem is & boy belonging to
Mvr. Baillie’s host at [korofioung.. His master sent him down to Creek towun several
vearsago, that he might have the benefit.of instruction. Mr. Waddell received
him into the mission-house, where he.still contioues, and has approved himself
a very worthy lad, He-says that he came so young into-Calabar, that he does not
know the name of his native country. Eyo Ma is anative.of Calabar. I trustour
friends will not forget to sustain.our new inembers by their p-ayers, and also those
formlgf!y, received into the church, that they may escape the pollutions of the
wor| .

| Ecclesiastical Potices,

DISTRIBUTION OF PROBATIONERS OF THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN.
© CHURCH, OCTOBER,—DECEMBER, 1859. - y

Name October, November, December,

e . 6 Sabbaths. 4 Sabbaths, 4 Sabbaths.

Rev. William Clark....] D1, 2,8,4,5. D198, 4. D1,923, 4.
« William Donald...| G1,2, 8,4, 5. W1,2,8 4. "W 1,2, F 8, 4.

% Robert Hall v.iveuleeeenonnsneas vl L1,9 3,4, B1,2 84

« James Howie.....| L 1,2 84,5, L1234 .L1,238,4.
“ Robert Hime, M.A| W2, 3,4, 5. FL.2,84 | F1,2 W34

“« Donald MeLean.,.|CE1,2,3,4,6.| CEL,?", 3, 4. D1, 84

¢ John Paterson .. .| B 1,28 4,5, L1, 984 L1984,
“ William Peattie,..| F1,2, 84,6, | G1.28,4 G 1,28 4"
¢«  John Seott.....:..| D1,2 8,4,56. B1,2,854 | B1.2,LS3,4,

«  Waltet Scott......| Lil, 2 84,6 L1,2,HS4 H1,?, 3,4,

t JAMES DICK, C.C.

DAY OF THANKSGIVING.
PROCLAMATION,
PROVINCE OF 'CANADA.
EDMUND HEAD, C o
Vicroria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom .of Great Britain and Ire-
land, QueeN, Defender of the Faith, &¢., &e.,.de. - )
To all to whom these presents shall comeé—Greeting » .
Jomw. A. Maoponaup, { WaEREAs it hath pleased: Almighty God, in His. Great
. Atty Genl. f Goodness- to vouchsafe unto Our Province of Canada,
the blessings.of an abuondant Harvest; We, therefore, adoring the Divine Goodness:
and-duly considering that the bléssings of Peace and Plenty now enjoyed by Our
people.in the said Province, do call for public and solemn acknowledgments, have
thought fit by and with. the:adviee of Our Executive Council. of Qur Province of
Cauada, to issue-this- Proclamation hereby appojnting that a General Holiday and
Day of Thankegiving to Almighty God,for these His.Mercies, be observed through-
out ‘Our said Province of Canada, on Thursday, the -3rd day of November next,
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and We do earnestly exhort all' Our loving subjects therein that they do observe.
the said Public Day of Thanksgiving.
In Testimony whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent,
and the Great Seal of Our said Provinee of Canada to be hereunto-affixed :
Witness Our Right Trusty and Well-Beloved the Right Honorable Sir
Edmuad Walker Head, Baronet, Governor General of British North
America, &ec., &e. At our Government House, in Qur City of Toronto,
in our said Province, this'18th day of September, A.D., 1859, and in the
twenty-third year of Our Reign.
By command,
CHAS. ALLEYN, Secretary.

We are rather at a loss to determine in what department of the Magazine the
above article should be placed, but it surely requires a place somewhere. Qur
readers will, of course, form their own opinion of the document, and we hope to be
permitteq frankly to express vurs. .

1t is well known that the chureh with which we have the honor tc be connected,
has always been distinguished for loyalty. Many flattering testimonials to that
effect, has she received from the highest official quarters. At the trying period
of 1745, when the outbreak of the Jacobite Highlanders took place, in Edinburgh,
Glasgow, and other considerable towhs, in which we had congregatiors, corps of
volunteers, called Secessivn regiments, enthus.astically formed themselves and:
underwent drilling, and were. prepared to shed their blood in défence of the gov-
ernment.. A band of about six-hundred was musfered in Stirling, ehiefly under
the influence of Ebenezer Erskine ; and it is related of that aged minister, that “ one
night when it was expected that an attack would be made on the town, he appeared:
in military costume in the.guard-room, resolved to share the dangers of the de-
fence. Some of those who were present expressed their surprise at seeing him,
and urged him to go home to his prayers, as being more suitable to bis profession.
His reply was, “I am determined to take the hazard of the night along with-you,
for the present crisis requires the arms, as well as the prayers, of all good subjects’
Mr. Erskine received letters of thanks from His Royal Highness the Duke of Cum-
berlaud and from the Marquis of Lothian, the latler of whom proposed his son
Lord Robert Ker, as Colonel for the Secession regiment, *if they should do. him
and the faily the honor to prefer him.’” Similar.communications were addressed
to the Rev. Adam @ib, of Edinburgh, and sundcy others of our ministers. These
things may be referred to as showing the character of our denomination at iis
commencement, and that character, we venture to affirm, has remained unchanged.
-Our ministers have not failed to put their hearers in mind to obey magistrates, and
we trust the day will never come when so obvious and important a Christian duty
will cease to be inculcated from our pulpits,.or parformed by our people. But our
-church bas always been exceedingly. jealousabout the intrusion of the civil powers
into the sacred domain of religion. She has been sedulously careful publica pri-
vatis secernere, sacra profonis. In regard to the worship of God we have another
King, one Jesus, whose authority alone we recognize. The same divine ecom-
mand requires us to render unto Cwsar the things that are Casar’s, and unto God
the-thigs that are God's.

With reference to the matter in hand, thers are two points about which we shall
all happily agree, first, that it has pleased Providenceto vouchsafe us an excollent
harvest ; and, second, that this demands fervent gratitude to Him who has ecrowned.
the year with his goodness. It will also be generally admitted that churches, in
their organized capacity, ought to engage in the duty of thauksgiving. But we.
are appronching the.contines of a delicacy and a difficulty. Tho Governor General
it will be observed, has in consideration of the points referred to, appoioted-a
holiduy and day of thanksgiving. Now what the legal definition of a holiday is,
we do not exactly know. But we presume it includes the suspension of busivess.
Such aa appointment clearly ought to be made vuly in the exercise of sound: diss
eretion, but on that score we do not object to it, and we-admit that it 3 a matter
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which lies within the legitimate j)rovinee of the magistrate. Tt isa civil and
gecular affair, and thus far all good subjects ought to be obedient ; though a day
of idlences with which jollity and merriment are usually associated, seems rather
a strange acknowledgment of the Divine bounty. But a day of thanksgiving also
is appointed, and to that we sgeriously demur. Nor does it mend the matter at
all that an earnent exhortation is afterwards given to observe the said day of
thanksgiving, As frieuds-of civil and religious liberty, we maintain that His Ex-
cellency has'a Aperfeet right to become aun Exhorter; but there is a gross Incon-
gruity in introducing an exhortation by an authoritative appointment, and con-
cluding it, by brandishing before us the *“Great Seal of the Province.” The
Apostle used no such instrument when he said, * though I might be muck bold to
enjoin thee that which is convenient, yet for love’s sake I rather bescech thee,
being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Clirist,”
Such an appeal we venture to think would do more to demulce the spirit, as Bax-
ter said, than any display of worldly pomp and power.

‘We know not whether we might not lay curselves open to the admonition ne
sutor ultra crepidam were we to animadvert on the matter in another aspect.
Those issuing this preclamation doubtless view the vbservance of the appuintment
as a civil duty; and we should have thought that sound poliey required the autho-
rities to command, not to exhort, the subjects to yicld obedience, There is a Jaw
prohibiting murder, but Her Majesty does not -advise and entreat the people to
respect 1t. Intimation is made that if they are convicted of bluodshed, they shall
be hanged. But with questions of State we presume:rnot to meddle.

COMMITTEE ON THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE | 81 ; and of the Ist year, 41. Of these
CHURCH. 3 are from abroad, and one belongs. to,
This. committee will meet in tbe ves- | the Free Church.
try of Gould Street Church on Tuesday, DETROIT, MIORIGAN.

18th October, at 4 o'clock, p. o. ) On Wedunesday, 31st August, the T.
U. P. DIVINITY HALL, SCOTLAND. P, Congregation here unanimously called
The number of Students reported as|the Rev. Stephen Balmer of Woodstock
in attendance this Session is 190, viz.: [to be their Pastor. The Rev. William
of the 5th year, 88; of the 4th year, 46 ;| Walker, of Chatham, preached and pre-
of the 3rd year, 84; of the 2nd year, | sided.

icanings.

——

UNION OF PRESBYTEBIAN BODIES. IN AUSTRALIA.

[The following remarks on this subject appearin the U. P. Magazine (Edin-
burgh) for September. It will be observed that the objections to the Union do
pot touck: the Basis; if a sicilar Basis were adopted in this country, as we still
fondly hope may be the case, wa believe no such difficulty would occur.]
At a conierence of the different Synods held the evening preceding the Union,

the Rev. John Ballantyne, of the United Presbyterian Synod of Australia, * wish-
ed to know if it was.distinctly understood that the new Synod should not receive,
either in its corporate capacity, or through its official head, the oderator, any
State grant for religious purposes, as he and bhis brethren wished to hold a clear
and well-defined position in this matter;” when it was unanimonsly conceded by
tbe Conference in reply, “that in order to protect the United Presbyterian breth-
ren from any compromise of principle on this poiat, 2 small committee should
manage the gravt on behalf of those congregations still wishing to continue the
reception of it.” Juo accordance with this resolution of the Conference, the new
Synod, on §th April, sppointed a committes “to receive and take charge of the



314 GLEANINGS.

portion of the grant made by Government” to the State-aid-receiving Synods. In
the United Presbyterian Synod of Victoria there was a minority, including three
ministers, Mr. Ramsay, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Headerson (recently of Duntocher),
opposed to union, and who protested against it. The grounds of objection, as
stated by Mr. Ramsay, were, that the Synod could not, honourably or consistently,
enter into & union with a State-aid-receiving body, and that parties were admitted
into the Union on whom acts of suspension and excision had been passed by the
Synod. A declaration, subsequently emitted by this minority, embodies these
objections; and besides setting forth vavious strong grounds of a technieal kind
against the Union, claimns that the minority are constitutionally the United Pres-
Liyterian Synod of Victoria, as constituted in 1850, with all the rights and property
belonging to that body.

Uunless further intelligence remove or modify our present impressions, we shall
continue to regret the hurried and unsatisfactory mauner in which this Union has
been effected.  We have had occasion more than once in this Magazine to lament
the sad divisions which had erept in among our United Presbyterian brethren in
Victoria: we lament them yel more deeply now. Nothing, as it appears to us,
but this deplorable disunion among themselves eould have reconciled any of our
brethren, if indeed they are recouciled, to the position they now accupy, as mem-
bers of an ecclesiastical court which, directly and by express vote, seactions cer-
taiu of its churches in receiviag money from the Siate. Even if those ministers
who are dependent on State-aid were negotiating the whole transaction by them-
selves, and without the interference of any church courts, the fact of their making
use of the civil power to get possession of their brother’s money out of the publie
exchequer, against his will, and in opposition to his conscientious principles, might
well enough justify a Bible taught Voluntary, not, indeed, in withdrawing from
ordinary Christian comrmunion with them. but at least in declining to sit with them
in an ecclesiastical court, directing the affnirs of God's house. But, in the present
instance, there is even worse than thie. The appointment of a committee to
receive and manage the Government grant in behalf of the grant-receiving churches,
is an act of the Syood itself. in its corporate capacity—an act for which every
constituent member is responsible; and we cannot but fear that the standard of
seripturil Voluntaryism which our friends imagined they were bravely spreading
to the breeze when they entered upon this Union, has been draggled in the mire,
with their reluctant consent, the very first day after the Union was consummated.
The subject is one to which we shall, no doubt, have frequént oceasion to revert;
meantime, we have only given expression, and that under some restrint, to the
views which presented themselves to our mind on the first reading of the Melbourne
intelligence. No one shall be better pleased than we, if it be found, on mature
investigation, that we have misread the case,

NEW PRESBYTERIAN CHGRCH IN LONDON, ENGLAXND.

The London correspondent of the Presbylerian says that the Presbytery of
London, connected with the English Presbyterian Church was on Tuesday 2ud,
August, to lay the foundatiou-stone of a new church at Millwale, & manufactwing
suburb of the metropolis, renowned for the building of the Great Bastern. That
mighty sea-giant was lying in the river opposite the spot, and by invitation
of Mr. Scott Russell, the Presbytery was to meet on board, and proceed
in a procession of boats to the spot where the new erection is to stand.
Mr. Russell, the well-known coutractor for the ship, and the son of a Scottish
minister, ® is to officiate in laying the fouudation-stone of this edifice, which
is chiefly intended for the use of Scoltish artizans engaged in various works
in the neighbourhood, and who are in numbers at this ‘momeut oceupied
with the fitting up of the Great Eastern, in the building of which they
were largely instrumental. There is some fitness in having the first religious
service held on board “the big ship” conducted by the Presbytery of Loudon,
seeing that the head to which its erection has been entrusted, and the hands by

® Mr. Russell isson of the Rev. Mr. Russell U, P. Ministerat Errol, Perthshire Scotland.
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which it has actually been reared, are to so great an extent Scottish and Presby-
terian; and we trust that He who holds the winds and waves under his divine
control, will hear the petitions of his servants for the safety of thuse who commit
themselves to this wondrous vessel, when they would cross the mighty deep.

EXERCJSE OF BROTHERLY LOVE.

[The subjoined article is by the Rev. Jobn Angell James of Birmingham. It is
written with a special reference to English Congregationlists ; but, we believe, will
be found generally applicable. Besides its intrinsic merits, it is recommended by
the veuerable age, the catholicty and general excellence of the anthor.

* 1t need scarcely be remarked that itis God’s design His Church should exhibit
to a selfish, alienated, and envious ‘world, characterised in Scripture as hatefal
and hating one another, the perfect contrast to this, in a holy loving brotherhood,
the.home of charity, the very dwelling-place of all the kindly feelings of our nature
—a true dgapemone. It was His purpose that the hearts of His people should be
80 knit together, that wherever and whensoever, and among whomsoever a com-
pany. of believers should be found, observing and admiring spectators should
involuntarily bear this testimony, ¢ See how these Christians love one another!’
The world never since the fall had seen such a sight as this; and it has been told
it is now to be seen in the Church of Christ ; but, alas! bow dimly and dimion-
tively in our day. 1t ought ever to be seen, the unmistakeable characteristic of
every body of professors, as their identifying badge, their distinctive mark. How
much there is in our religion to produce it! Godislove. Chnstis incarnate love.
The law is love. The gospel is love. Heaven is love. If Chriat loved us with
such intense wonderful love, how great ought to be our love to one another!
How those cught to love one another, all of whom Christ loves with such marvel-
lous affection! How intent was He to make us understand and féel thial “This
is my commandment,’ said He, * that ye love one another’ He has singled out
this from other precepts, and emphatically marked'it as His special law. He has
made it the mark of discipleship—* Hereby shall all men kuoow that ye aremy
disciples. if ye love one another.’” In prospect of the cross this was upon His-mind,
and in His wondrous prayer He supplicated that His people might be one, é.e. one
in affection, as He was in the Father and the Father in Him, that the world might
know that the Father had sest Him. Ob, this ought to convince the mind and
touch the heart of every Onristian—orotherly love was designed to be the evi-
dence of Christ's Divine mission. Yes, and if this grace shone out from the Church
inall its beauty and glory, it would of itself be an incon.rovertible evidence of the
truth of Christianity. It would appear so differeat from all the work of map, and
all his abllity to produce such a loving, meek and barmonious association of human
beings, that it conld be aseribed only to a Divine power. Is it sufficiently consi-
dered by professing Christians that on their loving-kindness to each other depends
one of the evidences of Christienity ¥

* Nor canit escape the attention of the most superficial reader of the New Testa~
ment how mueh this is insisted upon by all itsinepired writers. It is their constant
theme. It isinterwoven in Paul's Epistles with all his other topics, aud' the beloved
Apostle wrote a whole Epistle, nearly, to enforce it. Love, love, love is the reit-
erated theme of these heaven-directed men. :

“For an exhibition of thislove, Tead the second chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles.  Alas, alas! that this should have been as transient a sceue as it was
beauti al.  Had-this been perpetuated, or even a resembiance of it, how different a
thing would Christianity have appeared io the estimation of the world! The
ecclesiatical historian, Eusebius, relutes of the early Christians, that when a plague
prevailed in Egypt, ¢ many of our brethren, neglecting their own health, through
an excess of love, have brought upon themselves the misfortunes and maladies of
others. After they had held in their arms the dying saints—after they had closed
their mouths and their eyes—after they had embraced, kissed, and washed, and
adorned them with their best habits, aud carried them on their shoulders to the
grave, they have been glad themselves to receive the same kind offices from others
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wko have imitated their zeal and love” This might have been the imprudence of
love; but, oh ! was it not its manifestation ¢

“Now let us lovk into our Churches. How little that bears uny resemblagce of
this do we find there!  There may be affection, and kind intercourse, and friend-
Iy visiting between certain clas<es and eircles of the members, and eveu this is well
as far as it goes; bat it is too often little clse than the general friendship which is
felt and enjuyed, not so much on the ground of uf & common relationship to Christ
as-on the mere fact of worshipping in the same place or pew, and being members
of the same Church.  And then there is also the sacramental shilling for the relief
of poor and sick members, and which is, if not 2 moekery of charity, & composition
and substitute for it. Tbere may be peace in the Church, where there is very
little love.  All may be quiesecent. No roots of bitterness may be springiag up-to
trouble the Chureh, aud yet there may be little of the fruits uf the Spirit, which
are love, joy, peace. There may be distance, coldness, estrangements, where thers
is no hustility. What we want to see more of, is a ministiy loving in ilsspirit,
attaching by its instruetions, its influence. aud its example, all closer to each other
often inculeating and always manifestiug brotberly fove. Deacons, performing
their duties, not.perfunctorily, carelessly—grudgiog their time, stinting their labour
deling vut the bounty of the Chureh with slack hands and heartless speech—but
entering the habitativns of their siek and poor brethren, as ministering angels, with
tender sympathy and melting compassion ; who by .their fervent supplication and
gentle words shall comfurt the svul at the very time they are relieving the wants
of the body ; who shall be the councellurs of the perplexed, and shall, in cases of
distress, not to be met by the ordinary distribution of the communion money, en-
deavour to raise a supplemental fund—men, in short, who shall know aud feel
that their vocation ig compassion and active merey. To these must be added the
richer members of the-Church, whe shull practically, promptly, and generously
seek out the cases of their poorer brethren, visit them in their abodes of sorrow,
and feel it a privilege to sympathise with.them io their afflictions and relieve their
wants. Nor is it in this way of visiting the sick and relieviuyg the necessitous that
love should m. uifest itself, but in the way of kind recognition and gentle wueds, of
respect und affubility, of remembrance that under the garb of poverty there is one
whom Christ loves and whom they ought tu love for Chnist's sake. And the love
which makes the rich kind and condescending to the poor, will make the poor
respectful to the rich, will repress all undue familiarity, all.obtrusive conscious-
pess of spiritunl equality, all inordinate expectation of notice and attention, all
morbid susceptibility ot offence by real or suppused want of attention. Inshort,
waat-is wanting in our Churches is a fuller, richer, deeper sense of Clirist’s love to
us.all, producing in all a fuller, richer, deeper love to each other on that account
—a recvliection, as we lovk round ata Church meeting, or at the Lord’s Tuble upon
our fellow-communieants, with this thought and.an appropriate feeling, * all these
are professédly the cluldren of Gud. the redeemed of the Lamb, the subjects of the
Spirits influence. God loves them ; Christ loves them ; they are my brothers and
sisters in the family of God, with whom I am to spend iy eternity; they are par-
takers with me of like precious faith and of the comumon salvation ; they are all one
with mein Cluist.” Now, brotherly love means the union of spirits with, and the
going forth of the heart to, all these ; a soul full of such thoughts, such views, and
such reeognitions, and prumptivg to all that conduct which such views might be sup-
posed to dietate and ensure. Is not this what is preseribed in the New Testament ?
Is not this brotherly love?

 Again, I ask, is there not a lamentable deficiency of this in our Churches 3 I
am aware that in those which include a large number of members, scattered over
1he expanse of a large town, itis difficult, if not impossible, to have that know-
ledge, to mavitest that recognition, and to display that affection for each other
which could be desived ; but even in such cases, much move might be done for this
object than is at present realised.”
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NATAL, SOUTH AIRIOA“NA’]{LVE FEMALE SLAVERY,

¥

The following communication is from the Natal Mercury, it contging an jmpor-
tant statement of the degraded condition of the native females. The correspond-
ent, who forwards this document, states that the defenee of the tolerativn of
polygamy among pative conyerts by the Bishop of Nutal has done much injury,
The subject, he says, is cxeiting increased interest, and it is huped that some pracs
tical steps may be taken by the Home Government which will lead to the abolition
of the evil complained of : —

“ 1t has been said that slavery, in some of its worst forms, exists, and is allowed
by the British Government, among thé Zulus of the colony of Natal. But the
term slavery does not precisely express the true idea of the institution, which the
natives themselves describe by the words ¢ ukulobola’ and *ukulobulisa,’ to which
no English word exactly corresponds. '

“ These terms, derived from the same root, differ from each other'in signification,
a8 do the English words, buy and sell. Originally, © ukulobola’ meant 10 contracy
for & wife with catile, to ¢ puy a certain number of cattle to the father or owuer,
for a woman; and the causative form ¢ ukulobolisa,’ signified to. * sell a daughter,
or sister, or female, for cattle, in order that she may be a wife of her purchager.
But, whatever may have been the original intent and characteér, the custom has
now become mere{-} mercenary, and is one of the principal obsfacles tv the pro-
gress of Christianity and civilisation among those who praetise it.

“« At the foundation of the practice lies the assumption, that man may own his
fellow-men as he may own an ox or a plough; and that consequently he has a right
to use them and dispose of them as he pleases. Ip other countries where slavery
is tolerated, the colour of the skin and the origin of the blood ate the badges of
chattelship ; in Natal, to be o female is to be a slave, who may be sold and bought
and worked as an article of property. In America,.all the children of the.slave
are, by virtue of their maternal parentage, slaves,—here, only the female children
ae like the mother, the property of the father; while all the male children are
free, and the heirs of their father, the owners of their sisters. All female.children
are from their birth regarded us property, whose value is expressed by a certain
number ¢f cattle. Till after the age of puberty they are not sent away from home,
though contracts are often made for them while they are very young, and .a portion
of the price paid. C

« Tt is the great solicitude of the fathers and brothers to get them early into the
market, and deliver them over to their purchasers.in good condition. The mothers
also are zealous to early dispose of their daugbters, as their sale increases the
number of eattle in their kraal, and enlarges the inlieritance of their sons,

“ Su hopelesa are the females of a betger condition, and so degraded are they by
its influence upon their sex for unknown generatjons, that they generally desire
nothing better, and would regard it a disgrace not to be sold. ~And their vanity
is flattered if their beauty or strength command a large number of cows. A girl
who is healthy and not espeeinlly vicious, fetches from ten to thirty cows, and some
who have aristocratic blood in them, or are especially able or beautiful, are valu-
ed at one or two hundred head of cattle. They are sold ostensibly for wives to
their purchasers, but as may be supposed, when polygamy is so common, the
marriage elation in its true nature scarcely exists, and the so called wives are
1eally coucubines aud slaves. No word eorresponding to the Saxvn word wife is
found in the Zula language. The term most nearly approaching to it is ¢ umkake,
and its correlatives, ‘umkako’ and ‘umkami’ which meuns ‘his she’ or ‘his
female.” The man owns his wives a3 truly according to pative law as he does his
spear, or his goat, and be speaks of them as bis plough, his oxen, his waggon,

er obligation to work rests on the fact, that ber owner has paid his eattle for her,
She can hold no property except at the will of her proprietor, She has no rights
which her master is. bound, to respect, Should she 1efuse to obey his will, he may
beat aud torture her, and may even take her life without forfeitiug his own. He
justifies lilmself on the ground that he has paid hie cattle for her. If ehe proves
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not as good a8 recommended, i vicioys, or lazy, or barren, he may demand dam-
ages of her former proprietor. He may even return herif heis not satisfied with
his bargain, and receive back again the cattle he paid, with which he may purchase
another woman,

“In the sale of their daughters, parents and brothers sometimes consult the
choice of the giils, but more commonly the subject of the sale is not asked her
consent till the business hag been concluded, and frequently not till a few days
before she is sent away from her father’s house is she informed who her master is
to be. Then if she loves another, or for any reason resists, torture is resorted to,
to extort her consent. Some, in such circumstauces, are thrown into the water and
nearly drowned, others ave starved into compliance, or a tight cord is applied to
their thumbs, their superstitious fears are excited, and every moral and immoral
means is tried, till the wretched vietim, mueddened by fear and pain, declaves she
loves the man to whom she is sold. It is indeed contrary to Kafiv law to compel
a girl to go to & man against her will, but it does not take cogoizance of the way
in which the consent is obtained.

“ It is commoun for the youngest, the healthiest, and the hsndsomest girls to be
sold to old men, whe perliaps have already balf a dozen woncubines. These old
men are rich from the sale of their own children and the labour of the women, and
can therefore readily offer a much greater number of cattle for a girl than the
young men can.  Hence it happens that many young men, tweaty or thirty years
old, either have no wife at all, or one much older than thewsclves, while an old
man of fifty or sixty has purchased several young girls.

* American Missionaries have renounced the practice of ¢ ukulobolisa,’ as sinful
and heathenish.” )

CONVERSION OF AN INDIAN CHIEFR.

The Rev. Andrew Jamieson of Walpole Island, Canada West, gives the follow-
ing very interesting account of the conversion of an Indian chief:

* One of the leading men of the Island, who is said to be one of the greatest In-
dian orators in Canada West, having lately seen the error of his ways and felt the
superior claims of Christianity, declared his resclution to renounce his ancient faith
and embrace the religion of Jesus.

“ As an evidence of his-sincerity, he sent messengers to the Tudians to meet him
on a spot not far from the chureh, to hear from his vwn lips an aceount of the
change that had recently come over him., At the time aud place appointed the Tn-
dians appeared in great numbers, old and young, Pagan and Christian. The
Pagans were cusily distinguished from the rest of them by their painted cheeks,
their waving feathers, und their beads of divers culours, and by their ornaments,
in which they delight. A supply of their favorite Weed baving been:placed on
the ground before them, each was soon seen in the quiet enjoyment of the pipe of

ence. :

Pe The-chief quietly and with great digaity rose up, aud aflera few prelimivary
remarks invited the attention of all present, and in an interesting speech explained
the reasons for his present conduct.  He said that he had been born an Indian, dnd
reared up in the same superstition with themselves—that latterly he had seen
their vamty and uselessness—that having for some time listened to the teachings
of the missionary and witnessed the goud effect of Christianity on others, he had
made up his mind to give up Paganism, and join the church and become a Chuistian,
He then spiead out before the assembled muititude his hidden treasures, viz. smail
bags containing medieines of varivus kinds, and which in the eyes of Pagaus ave of
great value, the skins of wild animals aud three images of woud cne fout in length
—one of the images it is said, being two bundred years old, and -certainly it bears
the marks of u remote antiquity. ’

**The speaker pointed to eachh of these, and descaated on the alleged virtues of
each, “These,” said he, ‘ have been my treasures; they have come down to me
from my ancestors : 1 have valued them dearly ; Ihave luved them as my life, but
now, in the presence of you wavriors and young men—in the presence of the mis-
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slonary, and especially in the presence of‘the Gveat Spirlt who sees all, and knows
ull, I renounce them henceforth and for ever. It was my purpose to have buried
them, but actiog under the advice of our missionary, I shall follow the txumple of
}he first converts; in the first ages of the Church, and I shall cause them to be pub-
licly burnt.

“Thus spoke the chief, in earnest and solemn tones  The images at my request
were given to me. the remainder was reduced to ashes in the sight of all the In-
dinns It was, I assure you;, a most-solemn and interesting spectacle, ‘the effects
produced upon the Indians weré various. The Christians rejoiced, looked upon it
as an evidence of the sincerity of the convert, and as an additional triuaiph of
truth over error. ¢ Yes,” eaid o Christian Tadian to me, who witnessed the scene,
¢ that is an-evidence of true repentance. But-the poor Paguns felt differently—the
impression op their minds was a miongled feeling of sorrow, of anger, and of terror;
They speke not & word, but rising up noiselessly, with stealthy steps, each retired
to his own home in the woods, bewildered and atazed, thioking within himself
that the spirtt of his forefathers and the vengence of the ¢ Mudge Muaedor’ would
certainly chastise hint for witnessing such a sacrilege at that.”

Walpole Islaud, where this occurence took place, 1s north of Lake St. Clair, lying
between St. Clair river on the west, and-a *“spout” of it passing to the east. The
Indinns inhabiting the Island ave Chippewas. My, Jamieson, in his report to the goud
Bishop ot Huron, Dr, Cronyn, says, * 1 am often obliged to net as physician, school-
master, interpreter, and magistrate” On one ocedsion, when the small-pox was
making fatal ravages, Mrs, Jamieson vaccinated, and thus saved, three hundred; and
the Indians ave still grateful to the © white squaw.” At first, ‘when the Sabbath
bell rang, but two or'threecame. Now hundreds come, their clothing and deport-
ment decent and becoming. In 1846 two-were baptized. TFifty-six dgre members
of thie Church. Agiiculture thrives, and a good school, well patronized, is kept
by an Iudian educated by Mr. Jamieson. No where have we heard of a more eu-
couraging progress dmoug our red brethrer. Dr. Cronyn, in the very able charge
delivered to his clergy in June last, at London Cunada West, says: * The Mias
sion or Walpole Island furnishes anotber proof that they who sow it faith and
patience among the Indians shall reap if they faint-not N

[The above is taken from ‘the Presbyterian. Our readers will rejoice in the
good that is dune by the instrumentality of Mr. Jamieson, Heis, we believe, a Stotch-
man, brother to the Rev. Robert Jamieson, D.D., minister of the Parish of St: Pauls;
Glasgow. Their father was, ab-one time 2 worthy member of the congregation of
the Itev. Dr, Paxton, Edinburgh. When our own mission to Canada was insti-
tuted by the Synod at home, it was appointed that one of the missionaries should
labour among the Indians. We fear they are sadly neglected.]

CONFESSION OF FAITH ON THE OLVIL MAGISTRATE,

The Rev. Dr. 3eOrie, of Londou, who has been examining the original Mi-
nutes of the Westminster Aesembly, says:—*Ou chapter xxiii,, ¢Of the civil
magistrate,’ it was resvlved, “upun a motion by Mr. George Gillespie, that in the
said chapter, for the word Chrisé the word God shall be pus in three places.’
Dr. Burgess, it is said, entered Lis dissent from this alteration, and-the following
memorandum is added: * This vote was pot intended to determine the contro-
versy about the subordination of the civil magistrate to Christ as Mediator.’ Oa
counsuliing the passage, chap. xxiii,, secs. 1st and 2nd, it will be seen that-the al-
teration, whatever controversy it may of may not determine, is very important,
Had it stoed as-originally proposed, * Ghrist, the supreme Lovrd and King of all
the world, hath o1dainel civil magistrates to be, under Him, over the people, &e,,
it would have taught a very different doctrine from what it does as it now stands.
The change of the word ia the second seciion appears to have been intenled to
guard the doetrine of the magistrate’s potrer against those charges which were so
uften brought-against this poition-of our Confessionia the course of the Voluntary
controversy.”=~This fact will be interesting to such of vur readers 43 enter minutely
into the consideration of the poiut here referred to. ) ‘
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OALVIN'S INDEFATIGABLE INDUSTRY.

What shall I speak of his indefatigable industry, almost beyond the powei of
nature, which paralleled with our loiterings, will Ifear, exceed all credit? Tt may
be the truest object of admiration, how one lean, wora, spent, and wearied body
could hold out. He read, every week of the year through, three divinity lectures ;
every other week, over and above, he preached every day; so that (as Erasmus
said of Chrysostom) I know nut whether more to.admire his constancy. or theirs
that heard bim. Some have reckoned his yearly lectures to be 166, and his yearly
sermons 182. Every Thursday he sat in the Presbytery ; every Friday, when the
ministers met to consult on difficult texts, he made as good as a lecture. Besides
all this, there was scarce a day that exercised him not in aoswering, either by
word of mouth or writing, the doubts and questions of different churches and
pastors ; yea, sometimes many at once, so that he might-say with Paul, “ the care
of all churches lieth upon me.” Searcely a year wherein, over and above ail
these former employments, some great volume in folio or other came not forth.—
Biographia Evangelica, by Dr. Hoyle.

@bit_g_acg, .

REVEREND A, F. LACROIX,

It is with the deepest regret that we announce the death of this eminent mis-
sionary, who, after an illness of two months’ duration finished his earthly course
at Caleutta on the 8th of July, in the sixtieth year of his age. He was the oldest
missionary in Northern India, having gune out there in connection with the Nether-
Iands Missionary Society in 1821; and seven years afterwards, when that Society
determined on confining t'eir operations to the islands of the Eastern Archipelago,
and abandoned their station at Chinsurah, Mr Lacroix—having made himself
master of -‘Bengali—expressed a wish to remain, and joined the London Missionary
Society with the entire approval of the Dutch Committee. His labours wer: ex-
clugively in the vernacular. He is allowed on all hands to have been for thirty
years the best Bengali preacher in the whole country; and his discourges both to
Chwistinns and heathens bave contributed immensely to spread the large amount®
of Christian knowledge which prevails throughout the province of Bengal. His
personal religious character was of the highest order, and acquired universal res.
pect. His lurge hearted catholicity led him to seek friendship and Clnistian com-
munion with believers, and especially missivnaries of various denominations; and
both by example and precept he did much to incrense and maintain the practieal
union existing between the agents and members of the several Missionary Societies
in Indin. He was trusted, ho.oured, and béloved amongst them all, and the high
regard in which the Loudon Missionary Society is held in Northern India, was
built, to a large extent, upon the high character which he, its oldest missionary,
aaintained so long. His alarming illness, which biegan at the end of May, excited
universal sympathy, and called forth unceasing prayers in every church and chapel
-of every denomination. His dyivg interviews with old friends—as Dr. Duff, Mr.
Wenger, Mr, Wylie, and others—were affecting in the extreme; and strong men
left his room weeping like children, ‘sorrowing most for the words that he spoke,
that they should see hus face no more” His funeral was the largest which the oity
of Caleutta has seen for many years. Christians of all Churches, including the
Bishop of Calouttu, Archdeacon Pratt, and numerous ministers.and missionaries,
with a large number of the native Christians frum the Society’s stations, gathered
yound his grave, The Rev. T Hardman, chaplain of the Seotch Church, the Rev.
Dr, Duff, and the Rev. J. Wenger, of the Baptist Mission, undertook the burial
gervice, reading the Scriptures, and offering prayer in the English and native
tongues. The death of Mr. Laeroix is a great loss to the Society and the Mission, in
which his emiuently wise julgment, his warm affection, and his devoted zeal, have
had great influence for many years. He leaves a widow and two daughters in
Caloutta, his eldest daughter, Mrs, Mullens, being at present in Eogland.”-—Patriot.



