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NOTIGE.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE HOME MiS-
: SION BOARD.

. This meeting will be held in the base-
ment of St. Andrew’s Church, Pictou,
on Wednesday morning, June 25th, at
10 oclock. The report for the year
will be considered, and the appropria-
tions for the current half-year ending
Aqg. 1st voted.

The attention of all concerned is re-
spectfully called to the Minutes of the
Board in the January Record, as well
as t6 the decision of last Synod on the
-annual report, that applications for sup-
plément may be made with reference to
the past action of the Church, and for-
.warded through Presbyteries to the
“Convener before the annual meeting.

+ Al local Treasurers, whether of Pres-
ytery Home Missions or Lay Associa-
tions, are requested to send in, to the
\E’Com'ener, an abstract of their accounts,
for-the past Synodical year, made up to
Vune 15th; and all Presbytery Con-

véners of Home Mission Committees are
| requested to send in a report of what is

done within their bounds betore the
20th June.
G. M. GraxT, Convener H. M. B.

P4 '
WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS® FUND,

It will be scen, by reference to the
Minutes of Synod for last year, page 18,
that the Synod recommended tla: fullow-
ing,— That the Committee formed in
Halifax be & Central Committee, J. J.
Bremner, Esq., to be Convener, and Mr.
Menzies, Treasurer; and that the Com-
mittees which may be formed in the other
several Presbyteries be enjoined to place
themselves in correspondence with Mr.
Bremner as to their action and 1 u;'_;,rcss.”
No communications have been furward-
ed to Mr. Bremner on the sulyj ct, and
it might therefore be’ assumed that no
action had been taken in the matter;
but from private sources it has been
ascertained with pleasure that something
has been done inseveral places. And
as the Central Commiittee will have
to report to Synod, it is desira
ble that a full report should be p:vsented,
and, consequently, Jocal treasurcrs. ave
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respectfully requested to put themselves
in communication with Mr. Bremner,
Halifax, in terms of the Synod’s injunc-
tion, at as early a date as possible. The
reason hercof is obvious. At Synod it
will be necessary to have a report which
will embrace all that has been done
throughout the Church during the year.
It will be easy to have such a report if
the proper persons take notice of the
above and act accordingly. In the case
of congregations that may have taken
actionasingly, the congregational treasur-
er is the person to communicate with
the Central Committee through M.
Bremner ; and, in the case where Pres-
byteries have taken action, the Presby-
tery treasurer will kindly communicate.
YO

Wk are pleased to learn, that by the
kind permission of Lewis Carvell, Esq.,
Elders can travel to and from Synod
for one first~class fare. The same privi-
lege will be granted by the steamships
between Charlottetown and Pictou, and
by all the lines of public conveyance, so
far as we have ascertained, in New
Brunswick.

g
NOTIGE.

Ministers and Elders not purposing to
attend Synod are requested to notify
the Rev. A. W. Herdman, of Pictouy, to
that effect, as accommodation will be
provided for all who do not forward an
intimation.

'Y
L g

v
. ames

“ From Ocean to Ocean.”

This is the title of a new book by the
Rev. George M. Grant, M. A, It is
now published, and will be for sale in a
few days. Itis only necessary to give
the name and subject in order to intro-
duce it to the favourable notice of our
readers. It is the first, but, we hope,
not the last, from Mr. Grant’s pen.
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Brticles Codriluted.

Mg. Mraru’s Disestablishment move-
ment in the House of Commons has.met
with that defeat which it deserved. It
has been suppiosed by many, both in and
out of Parliament, that the disestablish-
ment of the Irish Church was the begin-
ning of a series of acts of spoliation, and
that it was the intention of Mr. Glad-
stone to go on in his crusade against the
other stale churches without delay.
Time and again has he disclaimed any
suchintention. The grievances by which
he wrought the overthrow of the Irish
Church, do not hold in the case of the
Churches of Scotland and England.
They are not the Churches of the mi-
nority;they are not churchesbrought front
other parts nfo the nation in swhich they
exist. In fact, not one of the so-called
grievances by which Mr. Gladstone dis-
established the Irish: Church exist in the
churches whick: are maintained in Great
Britain,with the sanction of the Crown,to
represent the national religion. How-
ever, Mr. Miall, a violent radical, anda
man who would seem to be aspiring to

scome the rival of the present Liberal
leader, thought that he might hurry on
the disestablishment movement by bring-
ing in a Bill to thatefect into the House
of Commons. On Friday, May 16th,
accordingly, he introduced his bill for
the disestablishing of the Churches of
England and Scotland. The principle
he Iaid down was, that the Establish-
ment by law of the Churches of Eng-
land and Scotland was unjust, unpolitic
and practically injurious to the civil and
religious interests of the churches them-
selves, And, with the great love for
these Churches. with whieh Mr. Mialll
heart-overflowed, he desired to advance
their civil and religious interests by
overthrowing them, and defrauding
them of their just rights! Thereis an
honest and honourable way whereby
these churches might be disestablished.
How is it that none of their ardent
friends think of that way of getting over
the difficulty ? Everyone knows that, al
the Reformation, the church possessed
enormous wealth. Part.of that, anda
very large part, was given to the nobili-
ty who aided the Protestant cause, and
the rest was confiscated'by Parliament.
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fhe condition imposed was, that the
land should be subject to a tax for the
support of the church, from which. S0
mwch property was taken. Now, dises-
tablishment is a simple matter upon just
and honourable terms.  Let Parliament
return the Church Lands to the churceh,
and, we have no doubt, the Churches of
England an:l Scotland will gladly de-
clave themselves well pleased with the
vhange.

The motion of Mr. Miall was second-
«d by Duncan McLaren, of Edinburgh.
Hle gave tigures, showing as much un-
fairness as is customary in all his church-
debates. 1lis figures are merely private
valculations, subject to private interpre-
tation. e and his fellow-dissenters
were the persons who prevented a census
of the different religious bodies being
taken on the last occeasion when the
consus was taken. The Established
Churches, and especially that of Scot-
land, were desirous of having 2 religious
census, and sought the sume, but they
were disappointed, and no religious cen-
sus was taken, because the dissenters
did not wish the real and true strength
of the Established Churches to be known.

The figures showing the contributions
iof the free Church and the U. P.
Church, were given from their several
ipublished reports, and are as such cor-
treet.  But Duncan McLaren unfairly
refrained from giving the contributions
of the Established Church for the same
or similar purposes. He further refrain-
1 from showing that the £10,250,000 of
he Free Church contributed since 1843
vould leave no trace behind, whereas the
money contributed by the Church of
Sotland, in the same time,was expended
1 endowments, so that the fraits of the
ovement will remain forever, even if
he development of the activities of the
me were to cease to-morrow.

- Well, with such a mover and such a
conder, what was the result? Were
he churches disestablished, diseadowed
ud overthrown, so that there should be
nality in religion, equality between
reshyterian, Ié}viscop.(}ian. Methodist,

the one hand, and Jew, Roman
atholic, Infidel, Atheist and Mormon,
i the other ? When the House divided,
1 voted for disestablishment, and 356
ainstit.  So much for the disestab-
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lishment of the Churches of Scotland
and England.

Mr. Gladstone, in his speech on the
subject, gave it as his opinion that
thought was less free in Ireland since
disestablishment than before it. And,
to any unprejudiced observer, the
Churches of Scotland and England were
never more firmly rooted in the hearts
of the people of the nation than at pre-
sent. This is seen from the fact that, &
year ago, Mr. Miall, on the same subject,
could number 94 followers, and was de-
feated by amajority of 201. This year,
he could gather up only 61, and found
ranged against him a majority of 295.

.

“TLaws of Nature” vs. Prayer.

Much has been written of late of the
folly, if’ not impiety, of offering prayers
for tempoval blessings, secing the
“ Laws of Nature” are so constant and
uniform that no prayer or supplication
of man can cither change or modify
them. There are ¢ Laws of Nature,”—
such as Gravitation, Motion, Ligit,
Sound, Electricity, and those other
Iaws on which the stability of the solar
system depends; it would indeed be
both foolish and impious to pray for
their arrest or modification. But there
are other “ Laws of Nature,” and they
are those on which the existence and
well-being of all life on this earth seems
most to depend. These, as far at least
as human science has yet discovered, are
not governed by such rigid and inexor-
able laws, “ Tae sun shineth, the rain
falleth, the wind bloweth, as they list.”
Sickness comes and goes; death in its
varied forms carries off the young and
strong; famine and pestilence stalk
abroad, and desclate one country, whilst
its neighbour escapes untouched, but no
known “ Law of Nature” gives the
slightest intimation of their coming.

The operations of some Jaws of nature
are so uniform and constant, and now
so well understood, that certain events
may be predicted with the utmost pre-
cision hundreds of years before their oc-
currence, but noe one can foretell the re-
appearance of cholera, or when another
shipwreck shall strew our shores with
the dead bodies of men and of women.
The astronomer, when a new comet ap--
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pears in our sky, can, by the well-known
laws of nature, ascertain the path it
is travelliug in ; if that path be an ellipsis,
Le will ealculate the elements of its or-
Lit, and predict to & nicety the time of
its reappearance; but no astronomer
or other person can predict what sort of
spring and harvest there shall be next
year, nor can the laws of nature reverse
the least foreshadowing of any of those
thousand incidents which most affect
man in his moral as well as his physical
interests. Our Saviour, when on earth,
in teaching us to pray for forgiveness of
sin, taught us also to pray that our daily
bread wmight be given, and the whole
Seripture abounds with precepts, exam-
ples, and encouragements to the same
effect. Even natural religion prompts
the savage to pray to his gods for suc-
cess in his undertakings. The Christian
never presumes to suppose that his pray-
ers will change God’s purposes; he
nevertheless, trusting  with confidence
and simple faith in the promise, * Ask
and ye shall receive,” * Seek and ye
shall  find,” attains to the happy ex-
perience in the depths of his own soul,
that his prayers have been heard and
answered.

- Natural Science has established the
undoubted fact that all life, vegetable
and animal, on this earth, depends on
the energy thrown off by the sun—call
this enerzy “Solar Forces,” or any name
you please; and this energ{ must be
constant and uniform, else all life would
perish. The earth travelling round the
gon in an orbit which is nearly circular,
there are points at which the two bodies
hold the same relative position on a cer-
tain day every year—say in the month
of June. Astronomers will foretell with
the utmost distinctness the very instant
of time the two bodies arrive at that
point,—the earth and sun are precisely
in the same position with respect to one
another they were in this time last year;
they are exactly the same distance apart,
and the same energy is always constant
and uniform. Now it should follow, as
a necessary consequence, had there been
no other law ir operation but that of
 Solar Forees,” there would be precise-
ly the same weather this June there was
last June; if last was lot and dry, or
wet and cold, the present would be a
repetition of the sane weather, and all
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the atmospheric changes could have
been foretold with the like precision as
the changes of the moon. 1t ought to
be thus,if the laws of nature boe constant ;
and because it is never found to be so,
it must necessarily follow that there are
fwo laws—oue constant and uniform,
the other as changeable and variable as
the wind ; the one patent and open to
man’s investigation, that he may see the
wonders of creative power; the other
concealed and hid from view, that maa
may feel his constant dependence on an
over-ruling Providence.  We believe
God acts by law in all “things, and exe.
cutes His purposes through the instru.
mentality of secondary causes. “Ile
holds all the elements of nature and
grace in 1is hands,” and moves then
according to I1is Sovercign Will as it
leases Him, nor permits any human
nsight to penetrate into the sccrets of
His laboratory. M.

e
Artucle Selected,

‘What about the Summer?

BY REV. JOBN HALL, D. D.

The annual migration of so many o
our citizens, with 1ts good and its evil s
a part of the situation whieh we have 1o
accept. It has already begun.  ilowsw
have been taken; board has been e
gaged ; routes have been marked o
and for those who run across the sey
berths have been engaged. Any howe
life that had grown up in the win
must now be sacrificed. Habits nearly
six months old have now to take them
selves off.  Average Chvistians, wh
bave found their places in churches ad
christian work, are now to be throwno,
and may mark themselves for the seass
as ‘ miscellaneous.’ :

But life is short; and there is mud -
worke to be done in it. The years ar
few; and on the present plan—in oa
great cities, at least—they are not, fy
the purposes of christian usefulness, mi
than seven months in length.

A most important consideration, thet
fore, arises.  How can they, who b
purposed and pledged themselves ‘tods
all to the glory of God, redeem th
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pledge in this matter of summer arrange-
ments ?

1. Decide wisely on your location.
You will shun fever and ague, of course.
You will avoid all swamps and wmarshes.
You will prefer a healthy region, with
pure air, and, if possible, pleasant sur-
roundings,  All these are good for your
health of Lody. But, remember, there
is more of yuu than the body. Your
immortal spirit, if healthy, necds to be
ful.  Go where you can have the sincere
mitk of the Word. Go where the moral
atmosphere is healthy.  Especially if'you
have children and young people to think
of, study your arrangements m the light
of that prayer, ¢ Lead e not into temp-
tation’ Do not carry these impressible
hearts—for the forming of whose prefer-
ences you are responsible—to places
where for months the frivolous, painted,
smiling world spreads out daily and
nightly its attractions, and where the
Sabbath brings no effective warning
against its blandishments, A youth of
colorless and undecided chavacter has
sometimes been led to decision for the
Lord by residence, for a time, in favor-
able circumstances. How many have
been decided for the devil by opposite
conditions? That lad never saw the
sexes mingle on such easy terns as in
the dance, until he spent a summer at a
fashionable hotel; and considering his
vears and his passions, it just suited him.
That young girl never thought of any-
thing but complying with her mother’s
wishes in evcrything, till she had a
month at that favorite watering-place.
The young ladies, to whose socicty she
was there admitted on the balcony, show-
ed her, by precept and example, what &
baby she had been. And alas! for ber
mother. She will never be the same to
her again! And the poor little children
—well, you cannot always follow them
and watch them at a place of fasbhionable
resort—will find companions, and talk,
and learn what they never learnt at
lome, and the lessons of a Sunday
school teacher are soon overlaid by a
thick crust of juvenile worldliness that
vill not easily rub off. “Im sure I
don’t know where my children learnt
these things"—the hapless mother may
be heard exclaiming next winter. My
dear madam, they léarn them where you
put them to school, during. the summer,
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with such teachers as they could pick up
on the piazza and in the lobbies of that
little Babel where you lived last August.

2. Keep up your observance of the
means of grace, wherever you spend your
summer. The Sabbath is all over the
United States, remember, and through
summer and winter.  When in Paris,
the Madeleine, when in Rome, St. Peter’s
may claim the attendance of such folks
as are ‘doing’ these capitals; but when
the Sabbaths come reund, find a place
for yourself in God's house, and be regu-
lar in it. They who go ‘somewhere’
every Sabbath, get little good. They
cultivate a fastidious, unhealthy, and
superficial style of religious thought.
The changes in the pulpit are numerous
enough surely in the summer resorts,
to gratify all reasonable curiosity. Keep
your place in God’s houses as you would
m the winter, and use the means of
grace with diligence, clse the gain in
physical condition may be more than
balanced by loss in spiritual.

Carry out the same rule in your family.
Are the children to feel that God has
nothing to do with us but at home %
Are the channels of devout feeling to be
dry all summer? If so, there is danger
they will be dry in the winter too:.
Half & year is a long time in the life ot
any one, but especially of a young per-
son. For the sake of the children, as
well as for your own, keep the fire burn-
ing on your family altar all the year
round. Don’t let these young hearts
feel that you have got holidays from re-
ligion as well as business. Show them
that Christ’s yoke is easy and that you
do not want to shake it off. So your
very holidays will be sweeter, your con-
science purer, and your meatal health
higher, and they who learn from you
will feel the happy influence. Even in
the most favorable circumstances, Chris-
tians find it bard to keep their garments
clean ; but how hopeless is the effort if
the means of self-preservation be utterly
neglected !

8. Keep up the effort to be of use.
Are you * doing something’ in the winter
just to please the pastor ? ~ Are you bare-
y keeping up your character as a church
member?” Are you ¢ doing many things’
because it is expected of you? If so,
you may as well save yourself the trou-
ble of keeping up appearances. He who-
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sceth in secrct, knows you to be but a
whited sepulchre. But do you love
God's service 7 Is Clirist your Master ?
Do you love Him with a deep personal
attachment?  Then love is a constant
force. It is not confined to the bounds
of the parish. It disregards State lines.
It iznores the seasons.  Let it work free-
Iy. Do good where you spend the sum-
mer, and in every way open to you.

My dear sir, to whom five hundred
dollars *don’t amount to much,’ do you
know that that sum isthe anuual income
of the village pastor you heard last sum-
mer ?  No wonder hissermons were not
Lively. A hundred dollars’ worth of
books would be a nice memento of your
presence.  You could tell him playfully
that you would take out payment in
earncst prayers and stirring discourses.
And, if you took a pew and paid for it
handsomely—stipulating with the Trus-
tees that as the minister preached and
not they, he should have money—do
you thiunk anybody would be the worse?
And you might even do a little visiting.
It makesa walk much pleasanter to
anybody to have an object. Perhaps
you might counteract, in some little
measure, the corruption which your fel-
low-citizens so frequently carry into

uiet villages. And you, my dear lady,
might doalittle Sunday school teaching.
It will enconrnge the boys and girls in
that secluded village to see that pretty
lady from the city humbly trusts in
»Christ, and it will make them gentler to
Jisten to the tones of your voice plead-
dng to them for Christ. ‘Lhere are
‘bonds stronger than iron. Let us bind
‘them around the hearts of our fellow-
creatures, and so bind city and country
sogether, and practice the patriotism we
applaud, by diffusing truth and spread-
ing righteousness.

Nor would it be any great drawback,
we presume, to your Christian comtort,
if the church should be a little different
from your own in name and forms. A
little Mathodist zeal will not hurt an
‘Orthodox Presbyterian. Nor will the
Presbyterian preacher do any real harm
to a Congregational or Baptist brother.
Any of these may, for the time, pray
truly through a liturgy, if there is no
<hurch without one, and be all the bet-
ter for having it interpreted by a Bishop
Mclivaine or a Dr. Tyng. One can
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hardly go anywhere that work may not
be had and ordinances enjoyed,

* But,” says some one, * where T go,
I am sorry to say, we have not an Evan-
gelieal chureh 5 the only place there is
a little Ritualist.” My dear sir, buy
Appleton’s Guide. Look at the map.
This is America, my dear sir; and do
you mean that over all that expanse,
with its sweep of sea line, 1ts ranges of
Alleghanies, its Green, its White, and
its Rocky Mountains, its plains and
valleys, its countless towns and villages,
and all its river banks, you can only
pitch on a place where health is to be
sought at the cost of spiritual starvation ?
My dear sir, the thing is absurd. * Where
there is a will there is a way.” You
profess to be Christ's, You arc s
everywhere.  You enlisted for life.  Go
where you ecan best serve Him. The
days of hermits are past. We believe
in the commmunion of saints.  When
business can be left behind, scek plea-
sure truly, and it is best sought in doing
God’s will.  Being let go, they went
to their own company.” So did the
disciples Peter and John. So do all
men. The worldlings go to their com-
pany—to the ball-room, the race-course,
the theatre, and other great revival
meetings, where the devil’s service is
maintained. Go you to your own com-
pany also, and live everywhere asif
from that place God might summon you
to heaven.—ILvangelist.

O P e O ———
Hetters o the Editor,

Letter from Rev. 8. McGregor.

Tho following letter has been received
fron Mr. McGregor, aud is now submitted
for the information ot members of the H
M. Board, and the Church generally :

Vicroria, B. CorLuMBIa,
1278 May, 1873,

To the Convener of the Home Mission Board:

My Dean Six,~1 have just written 10
the Church in Canada, urging the Synod
to send out a missionary for British Colum-
bia, ag, in the present changed and rapidiy
changing state of the country,the servicesof
more missionaries are much required. In
ey letter, I took the liberty of suggesting
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that your Ilome Mission Board might pro-
bably assist in supporting a missionary in
this Province. We deem it a fortunate
circomstance, that having visited the Pro-
vinee personally, you can form a pretty cor-
rect iden of our state, and krow how utter-
ly impossible it is for two missionaries of
the Preshyterian Chureh to supply services
to the scattered Presby terinus of this wide
country. I may mention, however, that
new settlers are papidly drifting into the
country, that by the last steamer from San
Franciseo, we had a large addition to our
population ; that many of them are Preshy-
terians, and that they report a large num-
ber of families expecting to leave for Van-
couver during the conrse of the present
Summer. In the moeantime, both Mr.
Jamieson and myself have more wark on
hand than we can well overtake, but be-
youd us lies a field which we cannot possi-
bly enter, The mission here, in the present
state of the country, is unfortunately an ex-
pensive one, but it will become less so, year
by year. 1 have no hesitation in saying
that I know of no place whatever, where
there is & better opening for doing real good,
than in British Columbia at the present
time. The future history of Presbyterian-
ism on the Pacific will certainly be much
influenced by immediate action in this mat-
ter. Other denominations are receiving
additional missionarics tor this tield  The
Methodists have lately had an addition of
two ministers to thewr staff, and they are
expecting some wore shortly. They are
supporied principally from Outario, and it
does seen too had it wecannot get even one
1o help us. The Episcopal Church has
also & large staft of ministers, and are con-
sequently muaking themselves felt in the
country, while we too ought to be occupy-
ing new ground, but cannot for want of
missienaries. I do hope that we shall have
some aid from the Fast as svon as possible.
I have applied te the Home Charch for
another missionary, but there seems to exist
the old difiieultv of getting the man.  Wath
two missionarics in the ficld, we could over-
take a grrest amount of work, and two mis-
sionaries are absolutely necessary. I ear-
nestly hope you can do something for us in
this matter at the meetingr of Synod. In-
deed I know the Synod too well to think
otherwise, and in the mean rime,
Remain yours, &c.,
S. McGREGOR.

Inp1a~-The good work in this land
has wade cheering and satisfactory pro-

gress.  In nine years, 85,430 persons
lave been added to the Christian
Church,
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Letter from Rev. P, Melville B, D.

GroraerowN, P. E. I,
Muy 17th, 1873,

Dear Mr. Editar,—The * Questions
on Statisties” have reached us, as order-
ed by our last Synod; and while we ave
diligently gathering in all the facts in
answer to them, it seems the fittest time
to write you also a sketch of our Paro-
chial news; as my letter may prove
donbly useful in stirring up others to
write you their news, and also to answer
the r Statistical questions promptly and
punctually.

Nineteen months have now elapsed
since I became Minister of Georgetown §
and I am still learning to love the situa-
tion,the labour and the people,daily more
and more.  Although the situation is
somewhat secluded and Oriental, yet
our little town, embosomed in the young
wootls and relreshed by thelovely breezes
of the sea, has an Orient freshness,
health and freedom, which make it one
of the most delightful summering retreats
in the world. QMy parochial work, too,
i3 indeed incessant and often of' a primi-
tive kind ; but it has, in return,somethin,
of the blessed frankness, fondness an
success of the primitive age. Among
the people alvo, the old Adam shows his
hatetul features, in old animositics, idle-
ness, dissipation, &e. ; but we are learn-
ing to detect and resist his advances, in
others first, and afterwards in oursclves;
for it is hard to sce the old Adamin
ourselves, except when reflected by
others, as in a mirror.  And our people
kuow well that the only way to save
ourselves from the old Adam is, to love
and obey the second Adam, who is
Lorp of all. Many of them are labour-
ing to do this by His divine help; and
therefore we cannot but love them, for
that is the one only way by which hu-
man bemgs can beeome truly rveliable,
and ammable as the angels of God.

The Almighty has been with us graci--
ously, and has made Ilis woik to prosper
very remarkably among us.  We have
now seven flourishing Sabbath schools in-
the parish, attended by more than 250
scholars, and conducted by 26 devoted
teachers. The principal Sabbath schiool
is in Georgetown Kirk. Three others:
belong to the Cardigan congregation,.
and are held at New Perth, St. Peters.



148

Road and N. Cardigan. The three re-
maining ones belong to Montague, viz. :
those at Montague Bridge, Victoria
Cross and Lower Montague. They are
doing & mighty work among the young,
by the divine blessing, through the word.
Eternity will tell of the rich harvest
thereby gathering into eternal life.

Victoria Cross is a new and most
hopeful station, which I was providenti-
ally called to open up Jast autumn. 1
now preach there every alternate Mon-
day evening; and the spivitual fruit is
excellent. There, the Almighty is pre-
paring a people for himself; and they
are now conducting a prayer meeting
among themselves, besides their flourish-
g Sabbath School.

At Mountague Bridge, our people are
doing as worthily as usual. They do
not make much noise or boast, but they
have the deep, steady loyalty and un-
conquered virtue of their Scottish an-
cestors. They leave others to boast,
but they quietly do their work, and let
the fiuits bear witness. ILast summer,
they had rather “ hot times” for a while,
owing to a discussion on the Baptist
question.  For a few days an amazing
and incredible heat of temper blazed
around them and us, and many hard
things were spoken, which were very
far from being correct. But, endeavour-
ing to keep ourselves calm and cool,
speaking the simple truth mildly and
frankly, and trusting feaclessly in the
Lord’s word and Spirit, my reply to our
most eager assailants was 2 gentle state-
ment of facts and a blessing. Well,
that hot contlict has passed, and the
Almighty has given us a most, gracious
and unusual increase. Montague Bridge
is now one of my mostcrowded auditorics;
and you may be sure that T am thankful
to God that I was enabled to speak
mildly and faithfully amidst the violence
-of those “ hot days!” Itis always best
to speak the truth in love, and let the
Almighty plead our cause. Our Union
-Sabbath School is doing an excellent
work, and so are the Templars, in whose
Hall we meet.  There, we unitedly kept
the « Week of Prayer,” in January last,
as well as at Georgetown.

At Lower Montague, our enterprising
little congregation have finished their
new church, and cleared it of debt. It
is really a beautiful and tasteful little
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edifice, well lighted, warmed and adorn-
ed within. It was dedicated for Divine
service on the 17th November, 1872, a
rather stormy Sabbath, bringing the
first snow of tjxe season.  Owing to the
rough weather, no other clerical aid ar.
rived, and so the whole dedicatory ser-
vice devolved on owselves; but the
great Master of assemblies was with us;
and we were very happy with our de-
votell people, who, in spite of storm and
snow, came thronging over the harbour
from Georgetown and from other guar-
ters to gladden our young suburban con-
gregation, and to share their joy in the
Lord. For some time previous, I had
been preaching statedly in the Wesleyan
Chape! there, by special invitation from
its trustees; and I would have continued
to do so, only, strange to say, the Wes-
leyans refused our invitation to use our
kirk when they eame to preach in
Georgetown, stating that they intended
to gain a congregation and Dbaild a
chapel for themselves in Georgetown.
This exclusive sectarian spirvit grieved
our peuple, as it was a breach of the
brotherly reciprocity which we had ac-
cepted.  "They therefore completed the
new kirk as above, and asked me to rve-
linquish the use of the ehapel. I much
regret the unbrotherly policy of the
Wesleyans, which led to this; bnt Len-
deavour to preserve peace on both sides.
And indeed we have lost nothing by our
cfforts in favour of brotherly reciprocity.
If others prefer division and sectarian
exclusivencss, they may: but we will
trust in unity and Christianity, accord-
ing to the word of God. We believe
that the reign of exclusive denomina-
tionalism is ending.

In Georgetown itsclf, some of our
people have suffered very severely by
fire, by los.es at sea and other calamities.
Indeed, our little town was in danger
of being burned up in one dreadinl
night of conflagration—Dee. 1st, 1572
Tt was saved, under Divine Providene,
Ly the united and desperate efforts of
its brave inhabitants,  Still, in spite of
such heavy losses, our congregationis

rowing more strong and more liberal
ay by day. Its Sabbath School has
increased more than fwo-fold. The Y.
M. C. Association holds a very interest:
ing Bible-Class in the Kirk every Sur
day at 3 p.m. Our prayer meeting
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evening classes and monthly reunions,are
drawing out the latent talents and virtues
of our young people into vigorous
activity.  We are cultivating the study
of sacred mugic and psalmody, as also of
correct thinking, reading and reritation.
We wre greatly angmenting onr Sabhath
School libeavies, and seattering excellent
literature throughout the parish. Our
eldership has been strengthened by the
ordination of fonr additional members,
on the 300th anniversary of the death
of John Kunox, the great Scottish Re-
former of blessed memory.  And in fine,
our clders, our trustees and our people,
show that they are not blind to the
great privileges and opportunitics now
set before them in this the testing day
of their visitation.

The congregation at Cardigan is also
progressing steadily. although the situat-
tion of the kirk is most inconvenient
during winter. The Sabbath School at
New Perth is growing strong and influ-
ential, by Divine grace:and sois the
older Subbath School at St. Peter's
Road, where a strong Scottish settle-
ment is cherishing the blood-bought
privileges of our noble fatherland. At
North  Cardigan, our most promising
Sabbath School and prayer meeting has
been called to suffer a great contlict,
which, for a while, endangered its ex-
istener.  But its leaders and its mem-
bers (remewbering tha: it is an old and
deserate trick of Satan toraise a bitter
feud around the most hopeful revivals,
and to crush them by fraud or force)
have vesolved to overcome all infernal
wiles by faith, working by charity from
the Lord.  This is a lesson of the pro-
foundest importance, and should never
be forgotten.

We have also opened a new station
at Peake’s Road; and everywhere we
find a willing people. The congrega-
tion at Cardigan is about to increase its
kirk session also; for it has but one
clder ap present, afthough its peaple are
numerous, intelligent and devout.

Since I came, [ h ve baptized 170
persons, and have endeavoured to set
up family worship in every home; and
tasee that the children are taught to
Yray' and 1o read and study God's word.

have scattered a multitude of the best
religious pamphlets and tracts through-
out my three congregations, especially in
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the vemote and secliuded sottlements,
And T am greatly delighted to see liow
well they are studied and loved, when I
return to venew my visits, I then give
new books tothose who have tried to make
the best use of their old ones.  And we
are now preparing to provide all our
Sabbath Schools with Libraries.

It is a great mistake to suppose that a
rural parish is of' sittle importance. Our
country charges are often more populous,
more devoted, and  imimensely tore im-
pressible than eity congregations in
general.  In this laree pavish, T have
three congregations with three complet-
ed churches, besides two regular stations
and four out-stations. In these, about
200 families claim adhesion to the good
church of our fathers, and enjoy our re-
eular visitations. You may judge a
little of my responsibilities, when you
hear that my ordinary work every Sun-
day is, to superintend our Sabbath
School in Georgetown, at 10 a. m.; to
preach three times, viz., at 11 a, m., at
3p.m,and at 7 p. m, involving a
journey of 12 or 14 miles: and to visit
a few furilies pastorally, as on oceasions
of sickness or otherwise. I gencrally
employ the early part of the week in
pastoral visitations, (which is indeed my
most delightful recreation), and preach
in the evenings at the snourban stations,
reserving the elose of the week for study
and writing.  To aid in this great work,
we are organizing our Lay Association,
and our Christian Association.

If our labours are abundant and suc-
cessful, we know well to whom alone the
praise is due: ¢ Not I, but the grace of
God in me.”  Other men also have la-
boured, by Divine grace, and we enter
into their labows. My excellent prede-
cessors, the Rev. Messrs. MeWalliam,
Grant and Lockhead, are still fondly
remembered far and near, and so also i3
the late Rev. Donald McDonald, of
really eminent ability and devotion.
Nor can we forget our obligation to the
ministers of the sister Presbytery, with-
out whose patient labours in dark and
early days, the Presbyterian body would
Ye enpparatively small and slim in the
Tsland. Now that the union is ap-
proaching, we feel returning joy and
charity ; and we regard this reunion as
but the suve earnest of a continuous suc-
cession of Christian unions; until, at last, .
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all Christians become one church, with
Jesus Christ its only Lord, and Ilis
word as * the only rule to direct us how
we may glorify and enjoy Him forever.”
And Iam truly glad and thankful to
Him that our church here and elsewhere
is foremost in this heavenly cavse. If we
will but preserve this spirit in faith, love
and devoted obedience to Ilis word, it
will be a pledge of constant prosperity
in His cause. ~ By christian vnity in s
word and Spirit, He will work a reforma-
tion in the world, to which all previous
reformations have been but beginnings.
P. MELVILLE.

Letter from Rev. J. Goodwill.

Care L:sBouRrNE, Nov. 14th, 1872,

Mr. Editor,~It is not very easy, at pre-
sent, for me to write. ¥ have been, for
some time past, suffering from a heeling
hand, snd I am not altegether yet free from
its torture. This is, no mistake, a very try-
ing climate.  We are mostly all the time
suffering from onc ailment or other, of a
native character; and I assure you that
this part of tae world is no paradise, such
as some would have you believe; and any
person who comes here with sach ideas,
will find himself grievously disappointed.
Santo is said to be one of the most fertile
and beautiful islands in all the group,but it
is not. It does not abound in all the fruits
imaginable and luxuries conceivable, as it
is said to do. There are no fruits on any
of these islands worth the name, except
these introduced by missionaries or others,
although there is so much said about the
abundance of good things to be got here,
The native bananas and bread-fruit ave not
good food, although they are agreeahle
to some palates. The vams and taro,
when properly prepaved, are pleasant to
the taste; but there is one thing quite evi-
dent—yon are not able to proceed very far
from the strength of the ailments, and you
will very soon be brought to a stand with
no very pleasant sensations. The native
oranges and lemons ave regarded, by the
matives themselves, as the food of devils
and evil spirits. They arc exceedingly
.acid and bitter, and woe to the person who
:attempts to eat them. As to any other
“fruits, which are the spontancous growth
of these islands, I know none worth speak-
ing of, although there are not a few of an
inferior order.  There are, however, some
nuts which are, in a measure, palatable,
but do not agree with the European con-
stitution.  If you hive much on, or in any
-measure indunlge in, native food, your flesh
wwill suffer for it. The natives themselves
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have generally large swellings, which osu-
ally open onee a year into ranniug sores of
a very disgusting and painful character,
Do not imagine, by this or anything I have
written, that we feel disappointed No, far
fromt. T trast that we have counnted the
cost long hefore we left oar native country.
‘The truth of the matter is, we say very
little, if anything at all, about our suffer-
ings, becauss we do not like to be harping
on our own trinls all the rime. To give
you a bird’s-eye view of what we sufler,
you may learn from the following :—We
Lot two couples as teachers, on the 1st of
August, fromn Mare, an island of the Loyalty
group, in which there is no fever and ague.
They all took ill, in about 12 days alter
their arrival at Snuto, and some of them
are, as I am writing, at the point of death.
‘They brought with them Influenza and a
disease of loathsome boils. From both
these troubles, we all suffered, and our
children very nearly died. We gave the
natives shelter in our own house ; and here
they are all, two men and two women, and
a little girl two years of age, stretched out
with fever and ague, quite helpless, and a
areat trouble 1o us, both by day and night,
but especially in the evening and night. It
they move at all, it is then they getour
side, and try to undo all we do for them, in
way of nursing them.  We had more than
enough to do Lefore : and I do notsce now
how we can stand it.  Here we are withont

any help, and almoss worried to death.

Add to this the insecurity of life, for “we
know not what r day may being forth.”
We have one consolution; we are in the

hands of a good and gracious God, who

has delivered us ont of many dangers; and

I trust that He will deliver us from all

wicked and violent hands.  No person can

raise & hand to harm us, while 1le seess

proper to spare our lives, and has work for

us to do. But cven should our lives be

sacrificed, we are not afraid to dis for the

cause of Christ.

For the last three months, wewerein very
higrh hopes. We had a very large actendance
on the Lord’« day, aud all things were going
on exceedingly well.  Yes, indeed, too well
10 continne. Of Iate, a returned native
from Queensland, a son ot one of our uiost
attentive chicts, commenced disturhance,
and succceded in making his father our
enemy. ‘The son is a very powerlul fellow.
and imagines that he can easily live by
plunder; and, of course, he thinks that aur
store-house is a very useful and expedient
place when he shall be in want, and thatis
at all times, for he has not made any pre-
paration for the future. All the other
chiefs are friendly ; but what reliance czn
be placed on naked savages and cannibsls,
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whose whole atm is plunder and theft, and
who cannot preperly discern the difference
between 2 missionary and & trader, especi-
ally - “ >n this class of men call upon us
and piufess themselves friendly? ~ Very
recently, a kidnapping vessel here succeed-
ed, by the assistance of a native villain, in
inducing on board the ship nine women for
improper purposcs, accompanied by ten
men, who were no sooner taken down be-
Jow than the hatches were closed, and the
vessel proceeded on her way. Our lives
were very frequently putin danger by such
atrocious conduet, which disgraces humani-
ty. Oncof the chiefs, a few deys ago,
came in great rage, and ordered us off the
island; and threatened, if we did not go,
he would bring a party of bushmen and
kill us. I endured with much patience his
insulting language, until he had pone too
far. I then took a stand in self-defence, ag
I had more than once occasion to do, and
he soon “* took to his heels.”” I have heard
sinee that he i3 very sorry for his bullying,
and is talking about bringing us a pig as a
present, in the way of making up friend-
ship. This may only be wreachery, in
order to throw us off our guard, as one of
hismen theotherday fired at the young heifer
which Dr. Geddie gave us. She came home
wounded ; and, by the assistance of Capt.
J. McDonald, a P. E. Islander, we succeed-
ed in extracting the arrow. All the natives
with whom we have spoken, disapprove
of such conduct.

Her Majosty’s Consul, Edward March,
resident &t Levuka, Fiji, hearing thay our
lives were put in danger by the aforesaid
vessel, very kindly wrote to mefor the par-
ticulars of the case. I placed the whole
matter in his hands. He is the very man
to bring these fellows to their senses.  You
have, no dounbt, heard that the British
Government has taken this trafficin human
beings iuto consideration; and the result
elready is, we have had but few vessels
this season, compared with the number last
year. Her Mujesty’s ships are doing a
good work here among the slavers. Wo
are to have three cruisers and two or three
tegular war-ships in these seas, to regulate
evil men and seducers, who wax worse and
worse, deceiving and being deceived, and
whose greas object is gain. Here we have
an excellent illustration of the words, that
“The love of money is the root of all evil.”
Where will not men plungeforit? There
is no husiness too sordid for its acquisition.
Very frequently men lose their body and
soul for it. Alag! alas! when will the
bloody thirst for gold be satiated, and
when will men betske themselves to ration-
aland ennobling pursuits, such ss will help
£3 clevate fallen humanity, insiead of sink-
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ing degraded creatures lower and lower.
This horrible trade has almost altogether
destroyed our mission prospects here. It
is a usecless task now to be sacrificing Hves
and means in its pursuits. ‘The islands
are fast becoming depopulated ; and the
natives who are returncd. aro exceedingly
dangerous fellows, and never come near the
worship. They live upon their friends, and
indolently stalk about, displaying their
muskets, and exhibiting many of the white
man’s vices, but none of his virtunes. The
natives here, as a whole, by their own ac-
knowledgment, would be sorry to part
with us; but I am afraid that they do not
want us, but ours.

I sent a messenger to the enraged chief,
telling him to give us back all the knives,
tomahaws and barter I gave for the land 1
bought from them, and that we would go.
The result is, we have had several deputa-
tions, asking us, with much entreaty, to
stop, not to go away. ‘The high chief says
that he will look out that no mischief is
done to us. I am happy to stute that
the aforesgid chicf came with a pres-
ent, and wished to make up friendship.
We were only too happy to do so, sithongh
we did not let him kuow it.

The Dayspring came to anchor last even-
ing, the 20th Dec. Both our Mare teachers
dicd—one on the 20th Nov., aud the other
on the 30th Nov., and the wife of one of
them is on the point of death, just as I am
writing.

Mrs. Goodwill is under necessity to go to
Sydney to consult & medical man. She
has an enlargement in her left side ever
since the 15t ot March. Then X shall be
all alone, I may say, cxceptfmy little
daughter.

We reccived one box of home-spun
cloth. The last account we heard, the
Nova Srotia boxes were to be sold at anc-
tion, in Melbourne, but the sale was pre-
vented by some person. I cannot say
what has become of them. None of them
came down by the Dayspring.

The death of our teachers has a bad
cffect on onr natives; and the result is, we
have but few at present attending worship.
The Dayspring is leaving to-day.—I com-
clude, wishing all the friends God’s blessing.

I remsin yours faithfully,
Jony GoopwiILL.

Extract from a private letter by Rev.
John Goodwill :

'Wao somectimes wonder at the regularity
with which many of the natives go to
Chureh on Sabbath to worship; but it is
not the worship the most of them come for,
but the prescnts they expect to get. They
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have no rdligion, but there is something
like custe among them. They say that
there was a religion among them of old
time, and that they had a Sunday, which
they called * Beumasos,” or happy day of
rest, aud that they had a Being whom they
worstnpped, but all that passed away ages
ago; tuey have no idea of a good Being.
Allare evil spirits, whom they call ** Rinar;"
they are very much afraid of these spirits.
They believe in the existence of a hell, Lat
have no idea of the existence of a heaven;
they be'icve that a man has « soul, but, at
the time of dissolution, the soul, or spirit,
which they call “Ralnavu,” is dragged
down into “Nasuli,”” hell, where the evil
spirits burn them. I tell them of a heaven
in which there is infinite happiness, and of
2 good Gud and Saviour, to whom, if they
come, they shall not taste of the fire of hell
or second death.

Theft, lying, cheating, and killing, are
considertd no sin, which they call * Nau-
raurar,” but at the same time they are
considered with adultery, innocent pleasure ;
in other words, it is all one to them, since
they expect nothing in the future but eter-
nal burpings. As they have no worship,
nor name of a Supreme Being, whom they
81y was once known to them of oid but now
is forgutten, it is no easy matter to get ap-
?roprimc terms to express the truth, but as

acquire the language and become acquaint-
ed with it, I suppose the difficulty will dis-
appear. There has been properly no war
since we came; there was, however, in
another district, a little war; a few were
wounded by avrows. The cause of the war
was, a fellow had stolen another man’s wife.
I sent our chief to nake peace between
them. They made a hind of reconciliation
between the partics, but in ashort time hos-
tilitics were again appearing. I saw the
fellow who stole the woman, and had a
good talk with him; the resalt was, he re-
turned the woman, and gave a few pigs,
and there was no war since. They say
they would have “plenty fight,” but
“.Missi” speak no fight,and * we no fight ;"
but enough of this subject at this time.

Let us now come nearer home. How do
matters standamong you? . . . Ilave
you times of retreshing from the Spirit of
God? How ismy good friecnd McEachern ?
and a good elder that lives on the other
side? I forget his name, he was at the
meeting of Synod in New Brunswick before
I left for these Tslands. T hopehe is well.
Remember me to all my good and king
friends, not forgetting the McLeod’s. What
do you think of this Union so much talked
of? Lexpect 2 good long letter from you
with all the news you think interesting.
Wo.hear very littlo of what is going on in
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the world here. ¥ hope that you will ex-
case this scrihbling, I have no time to re-
write it, hardly time to read it over. I
must now c¢lose, wishing you all the richest
blessings of God's Holy Spirit and grace;
and may > Spirit work in you alt mightily
su that you all may be filled with the full-
ness of God, that *““your peace be as
a river, and your rightevusness as the
waves of the sea.” Thus you will have
‘“ joy unspeakable, and full of glory.”

Letter from Rev. H. A. Robertson

The following letter irom Rev. H. A.
Robertson to a private friend will be
read with interest :

Dirrox’s Bay, EroMaxga,
Sept. 12th., 1872.

No doubt you wiil have learned from
my previous letter, written shortly after
Icame here to Rev. A. W. H, thatI
have been settled on Eromanga.  There
is no missionary on the island except
myself. Noble James Douglas Gorden
fell a martyr in the cause of Cluist
about the end of February last on this
island. He was tomahawked whilst
seated, resting on the verandah of his
own honse by a native savage of
Eromanga, named Nerimpon. Mr
Gordon had just finished the revicion of
the last few verses of the seventh Chap-
ter of the Acts of the Apostles, in which
the stoning of Stephen 15 recorded. and,
Landing the manuseript to Sneo, one of
the teachers, to read over, Mr. Gordon
stepped out on the verandah for the
purpose of resting, whilst a native boy
named Novulu mepared his dinner.
On the verandah Mr. Gordon met
Nerimpon and Nire, who entered into
conversation freely. But youn never
know when to depend upen a heathen
native of Eromanga. Mr. Gordan
turned into the house, brought outan
empty bottle for each of the men, com-
mon black bottles being much prize by
the natives for the purpose of kerping
their drinking water in them. Immedi-
ately after banding them to the twe
men, Mr. Gordon sat down in his eay-
chair on the verandah immediately to
the left of the open door. Whilst in
conversation with them, Nerimpon <tond
in the open door way immediately to
the right of Mr. Gordon, whose side fare
would then be in close proximity to
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Nerimpon. Nire stood immediately in
font of Mr. Gordon, no doubt to give
the sign when to strike the fatal blow.
This sign on Eromanga is to wink the
eye. At that moment Nerimpon
lunged the whole face of his tomahawk
mto Mr. Gordon’s temple, laying open
bis side face frum the right eye to the
right ear.  Mr. Gordon uttering a sharp
uercing ohriek, alarmed the natives liv-
g on the premises. He made a great
eifort to get intu the house ; Nerimpon
and Nire blocked up the door-way
determined to exccute the awful deed,
fearing that DMr. Gordon should get
into the house and recover. How-
ever, he iostantly pressed past them,
but his strength failed him, and he fell
formard heavily on his face upon the
fuor. One great effort to breathe,
causing the blood to gush from his nose
and mouth, a deep groan, and all was
over. Soso, the teacher, saw Mr. Gor-
don die. The whole was the work of a
few seconds from the time be was struck
till he lay dead.

The murderers now fled to the bush,
fearing, perhaps, the Christian party, or
their guiliy consciences pursuing them
and making cowards of them. A mes-
senger was immediately sent overland
to tell the few Christians living on and
belonging to this side of the island, while
the Christians of Potinia Bay, where the
murder was committed, assembled, and
with Soso made a rude box coffin, and
with surrowful learts “ carried him to
his burial.”

That morning, and all through the
day, with Soso by his side to assist
him, he sought to mive God's word in
correct form and expression to the
perishing tribes of Eromanga. And
ere the sun had sunk to rest, I doubt
not, Gordon received from the * Righte-
ous Judge” the martyr’s crown.

Thus died James Douglas Gordon,
the fifth martyr of Eromanga. soon
as Nailing, the young Christian Chief
of Dilion’s Bay, and the Christian party
with lam, arrived at Potinia Bay, they
held 2 meeting and recommended all
the christians of that side of the island
to accompany them to this side, lest they
should also be put to death by the hea-
then. They agreed to this, and launch-
ed Mr. Gordon's boat to bring round
bis Louks, &c., but it was uscless, being
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out of repair; so they brought upon
their backs as many of the light articles
as they could. :

They came over the mountains from
Potinia Bay to Dillon’s Bay, numbering,
inall, a party of about fifty men, women
and children, and, as the latter were not
strong enough to walk all the way in
one day, they slept in the bush that
night, and arrived here in safety. Seven
young men led the way with their load-
ed muskets for fear of the enemy, and
the lads, old men, women and children
followed as they were able. Next day
some fifty persons set to and built a
wooden fortification round this mission
house, in order to defend themselves
should the heathen come to attack
them. This done, seven young men of
the friendly or christian party went
over to Portinia Bay and shot three
men and one woman &t the break of
day, and on their way home a young
man, whose mother was a native of
Portinia Bay, making in all four, and
ther returned home.

I cannot tell you how grieved I am
for this act of theirs; and particularly
do I regret it as two of the seven young
men were church members and teachers.
1 bave spoken to them on the subject,
strongly condemning their action. I
have asked them why they did not wait
till a Ship of War arrived, as Mr. Gor-
don was a British subject, and see
whether or not the guilty tribe would
be punished. But in answer to this
they say * Oh, Missis, our grief was
great for Misst Gordon; we wept much
because he was no longer with us, and
they had killed our first missionary and
his wife, and when his brother came to
tell us about Nobi {God), we thought
he would be allowed to live long among
us,and that one day Eromanga would be-
come a christian land like Aneity-
um, and so all the people of this dark
land would walk about freely, sleep
soundly at night, and, thanking God, rest
and continue in His love. But when they
killed Missi, our lainp was put out and
our hearts were sore—oh | so sore—and
knowing if a Ship of War did come she
would just do as they all do, the officers
would come on shore, purchase some
bows and arrows, go on board again,
perhaps fire some of their big guns at
some cocoanut trees or old canoes, saii
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round ‘the island,” then steam away to
Sydney and do nothing. The bheathen
would then joke us about.it, and make
sport of this empty ship whesegreat chiefs
(officers) made a great show but eould
do no harm. Then the heathens would
be mose wicked against God’s people,
and the missionaries here, than ever
Young men would get discouraged and
leave the island, and only a few old men
and women would be left, and then the
heathen would easily complete their de-
sire to crush God's word and his people
g0 that they would net live apainon
Eromanga. So we were ‘quick’ to
punish some of them ourselves; and be-
sides, if we had not gone to fight them,
they would bave come over immediately
to fight us, because they always say
¢the christians are like women, they
are not strong to detend themselves, and
cannot fight” We were alike to fight,
but we forgave, and forgave, and for-
gave all their wicked conduet against
God's people; but it’s no use, they do
not understand merey, and besides we
were very weak when the first Missi
Gordon was killed; now we are strong,
and they must leave us alone.”

Such was their explanation to me.
The two teachers did not shoot any per-
son, but they accompanied those who
did, and on their return they deciled
not to take part in the Subbath sexvices
here till a missionary arrived, when they
would ask his advice upon the sulject,
My reply to them was that they shouid
attend church, but not take any active
part just now tilk I should consult with
some of the other missionaries. I fur-
ther told them that the step taken by
them would bring ilt-will on themselves,
and thereby endanger their lives and
the lives of any of the christian natives
who might fall into the hands of the
tribes to whom the four natives whom
they killed belonged. T further told
them that their act would form an ex-
cuse, when a Ship of War came, for the
inflictior of no punishment upon the
murderers.  In this opinion I was fully
borne out, for, when H. M. S. Basilisk,
Capt. Morealy, arrived, the Captain
came on shore to get all the facts he
could gather from Smith and Gray, con-
neeted with a Whaling Establishinent
in Dillion’s Bay, and from myself, and,
when 1 informed him what the christian
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aatives had done, he said, « Ah{ thy
places the whole matter in 2 most diff-
cult line of action for me. Were it
uot for the action of the christian
natives, I wonld go round and give the
guilty tribes such a thorough and decid-
ed punishment that they shoukl never
forget it. Depend upor it there would
have been no half measures employed?
Captain Moresly then went round to
Portinia Bay, taking with him Smith and
Gray ; Nailing, the Chnstian Chief,
from this place ; Worisnangare, an old
heathen Chief, of Siifii ; and Natie, one
ot the teachers who accompanied the
party who had shot the four heathen
natives. The aim of Captain Moredy
was to bring the heathen Chicfa who
were all concerned in the murder of
Mr. Gordon, and the christian party, to
terms of peace, to bury the past, and
promise him they wonld no more disturb
or persecute the christians or the mis-
sionaries, This they promised to do,
and sizned the agreement to that effuet,
(a copy of which s given on next page.)
Captain Moresly said to them that if the
christians had not shot some of their
friends or party, he would have punished
them most severely for the murder of
Mr. Gordon. He said, however, that
he woulid not do anything now, provid-
ing they remained hencefosth quiut, and
refrain from lifting a hand against de
missionaries or the christian party ; but
i they again attempted any mischief, be
would return, and no terms of peace
would then be entered inte. Captain
Moresly bronght next day to me a num-
her of Mr. Gordon’s books in & damaged
cendition, and we sold them that day by
auction. The officers of the Basilid
purcunsed some of the books, so that we
vealized £14 9s. 6J. for them. The
ship then sailed away to Aniwa, Tanm,
Fortuna, Aneityum and New Caledo-
nia, and thence to Sydney.

The whole fiiendly party on Ero
manga, numbering about 70 men,
women aml children, are huddled to-
gether in this valley, and have been,
ever since Mr. Gordon’s death; and
dare not even go to chureh nor cross the
river to bury their dead, nor go to their
plantations, nor to the fresh water, with-
out their muskets, as their lves.are not
worth an hour’s purchase because of the
dreedful cunning and comity of the
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heathen, and especially of those belong-
ing to Portinin Bay. Our position to-
wards each other was much, very much,
better before the arrival of the Ship of
War. Better, ten thousand times, she
had never come at all, than coME TO DO
NOTHING, and sail away to be laughed
at by the beathon ereshe had scarcely
vanished out of sizht.  The action taken
by our perseeated natives was made an
excuse by Captain Moresly to do noth-
ing.  Mr. Gordon, a British subject and
a christian  m'wdonary, living  quietly
on this island by the request of the peo-
ple, and thoroughly master of the whole
five languages spoken on the island,
well acquainted with all the tribes and
they with him, and after nearly eight
year's labour among them, was bar-
barously murdered in cold bleod by a
native who for six month's attended
school and church, and hence was not
ignorant of My. Gordon’s mission. Five

hiefs arvanged that Gordon’s life, being
the greatest pewer on the island for the
worship of God. must be taken, and
Nerimpon is the wreteh who strikes the
blow.

Now, this man Nerimpon ¢ child of
thedevil” and the enemy of all righteous”
ness,” is still at lage on this island*
Burning shame ! say 1. The death of
this man’s child was, so far as I can find
out, the exeiting cause of the murder.
No medicine was given the ehild, but
the heathen mind 18 so filled with the
most gross and absurd superstition that
sickness and death, as well as every
other untoward circumstance, is charg-
ed to the new relygion or to the anger
of their own gods, because of the
natives’ acceptance thereof and the re-
jection of theirs.

The “Defiance” arrived here the
aother day from Ssdney, bringing letters,
wagazines and papers to all the mission-
aries ot the group.  She brought me a
fine Tot of Records and Wilnesses which
come most regularly 3 bot 1 had no letter
from Nova Seotia! A letter for me
now from Nova Scotia would be almost
a3 novel asight as a snowstorm: but
Ifeel sure I will get not & few in due
time. My faith in my many friends
cannot be shaken by the nonappearance
of letters, thenve within twelve months
after our departure from Nova Scotia
for the islands.  It's just twelve months
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to-day since we sailed from IHalifax.
How time flies! Tho * Deflance” sails
this evening for Sydney, so that I must
bring this letter to a cluse.

I am building a new house 50 x 16
feet, with a verandah all round 6 feet
wide. 'The foundation is finished. It is
built of solid stonework 5 feet high.
On this we hope to put the house, which
1 expect in about fonr weeks in the
“ Dayspring ” from Melbourne. 1 have
a hoat, procured by the late Rev. James
MeNair, late of this station, the * yarra,
garra.”  She i3 a magnificent sea boat.
1 made a passage to Aniwa, an istand
50 miles 8. E., of this, last month in her.
Mrs. Roberstson went with me. We
Pspent ten days with Mr. and Mrs. aton,
and we sailed most of the way home.

Nerimmpon, the murdecer of Mr. Gor-
don, died when we were at Aniwa.

Yours ever,
II. A. RoBERTSON.

The following is a copy of the agree-
ment signed by the natives in presence
of Captain Moresly, of the Basdisk, re-
ferred to in Mr. Roberson's letter.

We, the undersigned Chieis do here-
by declare that having seen the Man-of-
War, aud the Man-of-War baving told
us that four of our men been killed for
killing the missionary, we will hence-
forth live at pease with the christians
and the missionaries, and if we do not
we know a Man-of War will come and
punish us.

Noai, (his x mark.)

Naling, (sis x mark.)

Naemg, « x «

Worisnangare, ¢ x ¢

Porteillo, ¢ x «

David B. Gray.
‘Witnesses, < Charles Smith.
Sydney Smith, Licut RN,

Diltion's Bay, Sept. 2, 1872.

A Year in Kansas.

Mr. Entror.—Having resided for
the last twelve months in this frontier
State, perhaps a fow statements with re-
gard to the country may not be wholly
uninteresting to at least some of the
readers of the Record in Nova Scotia,
provided you deem them worthy of in~
sertion. ‘Therefore I will briefly touch
upon three points, viz., the natural ad-
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vantages of the country, the state of so-
ciety, and its future prospects.

Kansas has an area of 81,000 square
miles, with & popualation of about 400,
000, which is being very rapidly and
steadily increased. gIt isall prairie, well
watered by rivers and streams, which
afford excellent facilities for farming and
stock raising. In its natural state’it is
covered with thick and beautiful grass
and verdure j and, in its cultivated state,
is rich in the production of cereals, fruits
and vegetables, to the entire satisfaction
of the farmer, fruit raiser and vegetarian.
The country, for the most part, is one
continaous plain, but insome parts it is
gently undulating, and even rising into
& table land ; and in several localities the
numerous crecks and ravines are dotted
with timber. In most places, however,
timber is a scarce commodity, but the
abundance of coal in some of those
places supplies this felt want, and in
several places the surplus of corn is ap-
plied to this purpose. The abundance
of grass, both for summer and winter use,
and the rich yield of corn, render this
State peculiarly adapted to stock raising.
The soil is deeidedly rich and easy of
cultivation, being entirely free of
stones and other annoyances so common
to Eastern farms. The vine flourishes
in its natural state, and there is abun-
dance of grapes, plums and other useful
fruits, without any care or labour on the
part of man; but all these grow better
and larger when cultivated. The climate
i3 comparatively healthy, although, in
some localities, chills and fevers are pre-
valent. 1t is, onthe average, moderate,
but varies very much, one day resem-
bling that of the Torrid Zone, and next
day that of the Frigid. The sudden
changes to and from different extremes
of weather are remarkable, and no les
remarkable is the change of feelings and
views produced by them. It is not easy
for the imagination to picture a scene
more beauntiful, lovely and charming than
that which Kansas presents, particularly
at this season of the year, when nature,
renewed and clothed in hermost beauti-
ful apparel, sheds a lustre of beauty and
loveliness on every side; and it is inde-
seribably delightful, on the evening of a
warm and cloudless day, to look on the
face of nature, and enjoy the life-inspir-
ing beauty and loveliness visible every-
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where. To the mere materialist, skep-
tic and infidel, it is indeed difficult to
picture more beaatiful scenery than that
presented here; but, to the humble as-
pirant after “ a better country, even an
heavenly,” these scenes are very signifi-
cant of that beauty which *eye hath
not seen nor ear heard,” and, in hopeful
anticipation of that *new heaven and
new earth wherein dwelleth righteous-
ness,” he can say—
0 God, so good bevond compaye,

If thus thy lower works are fair—
If thus thy bovnties gild the span

Of ruined earth and fallgn man—
How glorious must those mansions be

Where thy redeemed shall dwell with thee.”

But we do not always have fair winds
and fine weather. Xansas often presents
another aspect, entirely different from
that described, and as awing and terrifie
in its character as the otheris lovely and
attractive—an aspect and character of-
ten discouraging and alarming, particu-
larly to new comers, who were not ac-
customed to such things.

But I pass to the second proposition,
viz., * The state or condition of society,”
and on this point Thave not very flatter-
ing accounts to give, although I believe
that facts show that we compare favour-
ably with some of the Eastern and older
States, all things considered ; and this
being a new country into which thow
sands of immigrants pour every year,
from almost all parts of the East, and
each immmgrant bringing with him the
distinctive characteristics of his nationali-
ty and religion, it is not to be wondered
at that soviety is far from beingin a
settled and satisfactory condition.  And
when we couple with this the fact that
many of our people profess to have neither
helief nor interest in any religion at alf
~in fact, that there is no such thing as
true religion, that there is no such thing
as a God-given Bible, that all preaching
is false, and all preachers a pack of hypo-
crites, and a burden on the country, we
are naturally led to be moderate in our
expectations of a speedy improvement of
society in all its phases; for the probabi-
lity is, that, unless the churches will
exert themselves tosend out and support
faithful christian labourers among us
we will settle down into a state of gene-
ral indifference and practical infidelity;
for there are other agencies industrious
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ly at work. Free thinkers, Sceptics and
Infidels ave unwearedly and assiduously
disseminating their principles broadeast
gver the land, and they have much rea-
wn to expeet that their labours will
gather an abundant harvest.  Aud it is
mneh to be regretted that, in some in-
stances, those who, in their childhood
and youth, possessed the benefits of reli-
gious instruction and  training, _had
proven, when tested, to be so destitute
of those religous Frincip!es and convie-
tions as practically to remounce coun-
formity to the principles and require-
ments of Religion, and easily become a
prey to the intluence and practices of
the masses; thinking that tkey are too
wise and enlightened to be hemmed in
by the rales and seruples which guided
the faith and conduct of their fathers.
And some of these, having cast off the
fear of (iod and all religious restraints,
and having broken away from the reli-
gious instruction of Christian parents,
now evidently go on to the doom of
Apostates.  Surely Christians should
improve every opportunity within their
reach te extend the gospel into all these
new regions, and spare no efforts to re-
claim them, and leave no poor wanderer
to perish uncared for. But while * the
harvest is truly great and the labourers
few” the churches are not at all inactive
or indifferent to the spiritual wants and
destitution of this « great West.” They
have many men in the ficld, supported
from their Home Mission funds, but their
number is not at all adequate to the
wants of the extensive regions to be oc-
cupied, and there are several localities
for whose spiritual wants no provision
whatever has vet been made by any
christian denomination. The moral con-
dition of some of these pointsis deplora-
ble. The rough frontiersman, the Texan
cattle drover and the gambler, all meet,
all are armed with the divk and the re-
volver, that seem to have been invented
for murder only, and, when maddened
with whiskey, human life islittle regard-
ed~—very often no attempt being made
to arrest a murderer, unless it may have
been by a self-constituted vigilance com-
wittee, whose work of retributive justice
is often as mild as the murder to be
avenged. But this rough population will
Soon give way as peaceful and perma-
nent settlers come in. They are all
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bastening to their account, and it is of
much importance that cheistian influence
should be brought to bear upoun these
points at once. But murder and blood-
shed is not at all the gencral rule, nor is
it so much so now as it has been; for, in
most localities, life and property are as
safe and secure as in Nova Scotin—good
horses excepted ; for in any place, and
on any night, they are liable to disap-
pear.  The general ruleis worldliness of
mind and aim, and a seeming indiffer-
ence to anything beyond the interests of
the present life.” The Sabbath is gene-
rally regarded and observed as a day of
reereation, and the command to keep it
holy scewms not to be regarded. The
Bible is seldom read, even by professing
Christians, and family worship is seavce-
ly known. The newspapers form the
chief reading matter for the Sabbath;
politics, trade, agriculture and all such
sorts, are the chief subjects for conversa-
tion and general interest, and the per-
son that will not relish this species of en~
tertainment must stand aloof’ at the ex-
pense of being thought * peeuliar” and
unnecessarily * scrupulous.”

The jfuture praspecis of this “ great
West.” Notwithstanding cvery obstacle,
1 do not hesitate to believe that the pros-
peets are encouraging, and the future
bright and promising. I do not believe
that it was the design of the Ali-Wise
that this fertile and beautiful country
would remain a wilderness, seeing that
far less promising places have been cal-
tivated and fitted for the abode of man;
nor do I think it probable that ungodli-
ness and infidelity shall hold general
sway. God forbid that such should be
the case, or that Atheism, in any of its
forms, should find a fostering asylum in
this fertile and beautiful land, or that
Christians should shun this place becauss
at present society is bad. It would be
equally bad in highly favoured Nova
Scotia if Christianity were withdrawn;
and what the chiristian religion has done
for Nova Scotia, we know it is able and
calculated to accomplish here; and we
trust and are confident it will do it here,
and that in some instances the good seed
is being already sown which will bear
fruit many days hence, and will continue
to bear fruit until “ time be no more.”
This “great American desert” promises
literally to “ rejoice and blossom as the
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rose,” and to afford means of subsistence,
comfort and wealth to thousands and
millions of the inhabitants of the “old
world,” who are pouring in in unprece-
dentedly large numbers, thankful to re-
ceive such favourable terins as they could
never expect to have in their native
land. This is indeed “a geodly land,”
and people of all nations will not be loth
to come in and possess it; and in order
to have a glorious future, and that at no
distant day, we want to have the true
christian element; we want those who will
take possession in the ‘“name of the
Lerd of the whole earth.” We want
true christian men and women who will
labour not only nor chiefly for « the food
which perisheth,” but for “that which
endureth unto everlasting life,? and who
will, by precept and example, * point to
heaven and lead the way,” and thus, in
the highest.sense, benefit the conntry and
their fellow travellers on life’s rugged
Jjourney. 'The future is promising, both
from a tewmporal and spiritual point of
view. The husbandman does notlabour
in vain, bug his labour, under the influ-
ence of the sun and the showers, yields
an abundant harvest, and the spiritual
husbandman, who goeth forth bearing
the precious seed of divine truth, and
commits the same to the ground in the
name of the Divine Master, and in obe-
dience to Ilis command, will not be dis-
appuinted in his expectations of a glorious
harvest, Lut will in due thme return
“bearing his sheaves rejoicing.” 1 be-
lieve that these Western parts are des-
tined, before long. to become the richest
and most valuable portion of the United
States, for there are no other inland parts
possessing  equal natural facilities and
advantages ; and the person who comes
here prepared and willing to wait pa-
tiently for the natural results of honest
industry, and in the mean time endure
some inconvenicnces, will do well in
Kansas ; while those who come with ex-
pectations of * reaping where they have
not sowed,” will, as a rule, find them-
sclves disappointed. Industry is as es-
sential to wealth here as anywhere, and
the industrious can and will live com-
fortably and hapuily; and when the in-
habitants will learn to appreciate and
practise that “ righteousness which exalt-
eth a nation,” then this country will be-
come like a garden which the Lord hath
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blessed, and God even our God shall
bless us.
A Nova ScoTian.
Kansas, 28rd May, 1873.

e scan o
Preshptery Wlinutes.

Presbytery of Halifax.

The Presbytery met, pro re rata, on
the 9th May, in the Grove Church,
Richmond, to consider a request from
the  Musquodoboit congregation for
moderation in 2 call. IHaving taken
into consideration the circumstances of
the congregation, the Presbytery agreed
to grant moderation in a call, with the
understanding that they will not pro-
ceed to induction unless the cungrega-
tions guarantce at least $700 per annum,
including supplement granted by the
Presbytery, which, for the first year,
shall be §200.

Agreed to meet for moderation in a
call m St. Andrew’s Church, Little
River, on the 20th Mav, at 7 p. m., the
Rev. G. M. Grant to preach.

J. McMiLLax, Clerk,

The Presbytery met, pro re rata, on
the 20th May,—1. To moderate ina
call, as appointed on the 9th, and to re-
ceive and consider the same; and, 2.
To cunsider the appointment of a Kirk
Session for Richmond, North YWest Arm
and Goodwood.

The congregation unanimously agreed
to call the Rev. J. M. Sutherland, M. A,
B.D. And the Clerk was ordered to
insert his name in the ecall, which was
then laid on the table, and was signed
by the elders, trustees, communicants
and adherents present. '

The call was then sustained as are-
gular Gospel eall. It was agreed to
Ieave it in the hands of the elders for a
few days to obtain the signature of those
of the congregation not present, and
that, thereatter, it be forwarded by the
Clerk to Mr. Sutherland.

Rev. G. M. Grant and M. M. Lindsay,
Esq., were appointed assessors to assist
Rev. J. F. Campbell in forming a Kirk
Session at Richmond, &ec.

After lengthened consultation with
the congregation, the mecting was closed
withprayer.  J.McMiLLax, Clerk.
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Che Subbutl School.

LESSONS FOR JULY.

FIRST SABBATH.

Sunsect :—The Infancy of Jesus. Matt.
2: 1-10.

We have just now passed the middle of
the year, as every day has its noon, and
every life has its mid-time. And happy
are the signs that greet our Sabbath Schools
atthis meridian of the year. For we now
eater on the study of the New Testament,
in which our Lord and Saviour brings life
and immortality to light by the Gospel.

And what a sccond chapter is this sccond
chapter of St. Matthew ? Do you not re-
member with what deep emotion and
heavenly awe, you read it in your carly
childhood 2 Who can ever forget that
early Eden of piety—that Paradise of peace
—that Golden Age of every individual life ?
How blessed are the children who read of
the Child Jesus, and who learn toseck Him
carly, and find lim, and give their hearts
w Him! (Prov. 8: 11.)

Vv.1-2—In the fulness of time, before
the sceptre had departed from Judah, did
Survoit come in the flesh (Gen. 49.10;)
for Mariamne the wife of Herod, was of
the royal Maccabean lineage stitl. Herod
himself was & most wicked King, and the
Jewish Church and nation had become al-
most as bad as Hervod. It was needful at
that awful crisis that the Lorp should come
in the flesh to save the world, while there
was yet a remnant of good people left—such
as Simeon and Anna-—orelsethe Church and
the world would have perished like Sodom
and Gomorrah (Rom, 9: 29.)

But wise men from the East received a
heavenly notice of the Saviour’s birth, by
the vision of a Star. Thus God revealed
His will to those Gentile Orientals, called
Magi, as He did to the Jewish Shepherds by
the vision of angels at Bethlehem (Luke 2:
8-18.) e are not told from what country
the wisc men came, nor are we told
whether other people also could sce the
Star, or if the Magi only saw it by sphitual
vision, like Balaam and Gehazi, (2 Kings
6:17; Numb. 24: 15-17). But we know
that the knowledge of God and His ancient
word was preserved by many gicat men
among the Syrians, the Persian Magi, and
other Gentiles of the far East and the utmost
South ; such as Balaam, Melchisedec, Job,
and the Quecn of Sheba.  One can hardly
study the mythology of the Orientals with-
out finding many sacred allegories and
traditions which doubtless were handed
down from Noah and other Prophets of
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God. Who knows but the Magi had that
very prophecy of Balaam in their memory
when the Star appenred  their spiritual to
vision? (Num. 24: 17.)

Vv. 3-¢.—Herod is troubled for fear of
a rival King, and plots cunningly to find
him out and then to murder him. He knew
that Christ was expected, and he decoys
the Jewish priests, and the Gentile Magi to
point out where and who lle is.

Vv. 5 6.—"The Jewish Clergy knew the
prophecies of Christ’s birth, and told Herod
plaiely whure it should be.  This is taken
from Mich 5: 2. How divinely precious
are these ancient prophecies!  Iow blessed
are they that have the Bible!

Vv. 7-10 —Herod next tries to get the
help of the Magi to discover theinfant Sa-
viour, as if he wished to worship Him also;
but Herod only wished to wurder Ilim.
What a scrpent in cunning—what a wolf
in sheep’s covering is this Heod ! Such is
the selfish heart of man by natare in usall

Guided by the Star, they discover with
exceeding joy, the humble abode of the
lowly infant, and Ilis Virgin Mother.
They worship Him, but not her. They
offer Him the gilts which represent Love,
Trast, and obedience. But God hy visiens
delivers them and the infant Jesus from the
treachery of Herod.

DocrriNES.
1. Jesusis the only Saviour (Acts 4

2). He has His hidden people in many
dark lands, (Acts 10: 34-35; Mat. 8:
10-12.)

3. e is God manifest in the flesh (Isa.
9: 6.)

SECOND SABBATH.

Sosscer :— The Flight
Matt. 2: 12-23,

Vv. 18-15.—The infant Jesus is saved
from the fury of Herod by Divine Providence.
It is potable that no less than four Di-
vine ressages are given by four dreams
this single chapter, {Vv.12,13,19, 22.) In
old times while the Bible was incomplete,
it was neediul that God should reveal His
will in this way. Read the whole of this
blessed muystery in Job 33: 14-30.

There is a divine significancy in this
passage, s well a5 in every other passage
of God’s Word. Igvpt was the land of
Science or Naturalisin; Canaan was the
land of Religion. The Exedus from Egvpt
to Canada was & type of conversion from
the state of Nature to that of Grace. But
when Religion became perverted, then the
Jews and lHerod became Antichrist, from
whose Babylonish treachery the infang
church finds a temporary shelter in the

wto  Egypt.
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natural church of Stience, To this day,
there‘ore, Natural Theology affords a de-
fence against talse plulosoply and apustate
belief ; but stitl the Christian must return
as soon as possible from this Leypt, into
the Israel of God’s Revesled Theology in
the Holy Scriptures.

The passage from Hosa 11: 1., referred
literally to the deliverance of the children
of Isrncl out of Fuypt. See also Exod.
4: 22, 23. Bat that deliverance was itself
& prophetic type of the conversion of man
from naturalism to regeneration, of which
our Lorl’s return from Lgypt was the
antitypical fulfilment.  In this spiritual
sense, the deliverance from Bgypt is intro-
duced into the Moral Law as an cternal
principle (Exod. 20: 2,) signifying, “ That
God is the Lord, our God and REDEEMER.”

Vv. 16-18.—The infernal fury of Ilerod
then broke ont in one of the most hidcous
and monstrous massacres recorded in all
the sad pages of morial shame and woe!
And no marvel.  Ierod was of the sced of
that old Serpent that deceived Eve, and who
now felt from Judah’s land the dreaded
Infant’s hand, which was predestined to
bruise that treacherous serpent’s head.

Verse 17 is quoted from Jeremiah 31 : 15,
where it literally rcferred to the miseries of
the Babylonish captivity. But here also,
as well as in verse 15, we find that even
the Listorical seriptures have also a typical
and prophetic sense; and that, whatever
may be their ltter, ¢ the testimony of Jesus
is the spirit of prophecy.”

Rachel, well-heloved but often unhappy
in her life. had died at Bethlehem Ephratah,
at the birth of Benjamin (Gen. 35: 16-20)
and here, as if dizquicted and shocked by the
unspeakable atrocities of Herod’s massacre,
she cannot find 1est cven in the grave, but
weeps incounsolably for her slaughterdd
infants once more, in the person of the
bereaved mothers of Bethlehem. How
tender is the Lord’s message to her (Jer.
31: 16-17.) No doubt these infants were
all saved : See Mat. 18 : 14,

Vv. 19-23.—Buat the miserable Herod
dies and the infant Lord returns, b, Di-
vine Providence, and dwells in lonelr little
Nazareth of Galilee, almost unnoti_cd and
unknown, furmany long and toilso.ae years.
There, “ suliject to his parents,’” the match-
less Idcal of all human perfection lived and
laboured in silence, daily preparing him-
self for the wighty work of Redemption,
till he had reached the age of thirty years.

Doctrives.

1. The wicked rage and plot and perse-
cute, hut in vain.

2. The spirit of every propheey is a testi-
mony of Jesus (Rev. 19: 10; Luke 24:

<17; Acts 10: 43.)
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3. If we would be like our Tord, we must
Le content to Jabeur and suffer long alone,
in oilent uhsearity to prepare us for doing
glorious works of uscfulness at last.

TIHIRD SABBATIL

Sunsecrt :—The Baptism of Jesus. Mat.
3: 13-17.

How divinely amiable is this humility of
Chirist the Lord of all, in submitung to he
baptized by Ilis servant John ! e longed
to fultil all righteousness, whether of the
Moral or Ritual Law of God. He would
not break one of the least commandments
ot God (Mat. 5: 17-19.)

Christ was now about thirty years of age
(Luke 3: 21-23,) which was the age pre-
seribed by God for entering on the Driestly
oftice: (Sce Numb. 4: 23, 30, 35, &)
Christ therefore began his public ministry
at this proper time, whenever his bour had
come. It w-s also commanded by God
that those entering on the Priestly oflice
should bo parified by the sprinkling of wa-
ter (Nuwb. 8: 6-11.) Christ’s baptisin ap-
perrs therefore to have been a sacred initig-
tory rite by which he entered upon his pub.
lic ministry as our Great Iligh Priest,
according to the Law of God.  His baptism
could not be for repentance or remission of
sin, for ** He did no sin, ncither was guile
found in His mouth,” (Pet. 2: 22.) He
therefure dud not need to offer sacrinices for
Himeeif, as other priests dud, but he oflered
Himself once for all, a sacrutice pertect and
spotless to take away the sin of the world
(Heb. 5: 1.9.)

V. 14.—John shrinks at first from the
thought of baptizing the luvly One of Gud,
butobeys with true humility,at the Saviour’s
request and expiunation,

V. 16 —The words translated, - outof
the water,” might be more properly trans-
lated, “ from the water,” both here and in
Mark 1: 10. Bat it is probable enough
that John and his disciples may have step-
ped into the edge of the water. The most
ancient pictures represent Juhn as pouring
water upon the head of Jesus, standing in
the brink of the river.  Aud there are still
living in Turkey and Persin, many thou-
sands of the foltowers of John the Baptist,
who still step iuto the water to be bapued
by sprinkling ; never by nnmersivn.  And
they declare that they thus follow the mude
used by John the Bupnst, and handed
down to them from generation to genc
ration with the unchanging manner of
the East. See the article * Sabians, or
Mendaites” in Buck’s Theological Dic-
tionary.

After his baptism with water He is bap-
tized wiih the Holy Spirit descending from
heaven and lighting upon him. This is
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the true baptism which renews our hearts
and gives us fellowship with the Father.
Water baptism is & symbol of this, and a
visible prayer for this spiritual baptism.

V. 17.—Then comes the voice of God,
# This is my beloved Sen, in whom Iam
well pleased.”  This heavenly message was
repeated on the Mount of Transfiguration
(Maik 9: 7.) and is alluded to by the apos-
tle (2 Pet. 1:17.) Let us then worship
the Son of God in whom dwelleth =1l ful-
ness of the Godhead bodily, (Col. 2: 9.)
The appearance of the dove and the sound
of the voice were but signs and cmblems;
for God is One and everwhere, cven as
Christ also is now glovificd and flleth all
in all.  (Eph.1: 23.)

DocrrINES.,

1. We all should obey God’s ordinances.

2. The means of grace are God’s chan-
nels of communication.

8. The spirit, the water, sud the blood
agree in oue (1 John 5: 8.)

FOURTH SABBATH.

Scyrer :—The Temptation of Jesus.
Mat. 4: 111,

Although Jesus had no sin, yet e took
our tufirm human nature by birth, in order
to perpect it, and thus to redeem us from
the puwer of sin. - e had therefore to stand
the most terrible temptations which all the
powers of darkness could inflict upon His
human soul and body. This made MHis
life o life of mighty struggles against all
kinds of evil, and of constant victories over
the devil, the world and the flesh, But
here, being baptized and anointed with the
Holy Spirit without measuve, for His di.
vine mini:try, He must encounter a decper
comse of temptation. Sce the parallel
passage in Luke 4.

Vv. 1.2.—Wicked men love temptations
and yield to them with delight, but to Jesus
they were torment (Ileb. 2: 18,) so that
for forty days He “forgot to eat bread.”

Vv. &4.—Whether the devil spoke
through some bad man, or by mental sug-
gestions tu the soul of Jesus, He first ap-
peals to the craving appetites, as he did to
Eve 10 cat forbidden fruit. But Jesus re-
fuses w suljugate His soul to appetite or
to pervert order by using stones for Lread.
He will live by “ ¢very word of God,” sech-
ing first the Kingdom of God, and after-
X’ards adding other things. (Read Deut.

1 2.3,

Vv. 5-7.—If Jesus has such trust in the
Word of God, then Satan will tempt Him
by the letter of that word, quoting from
Psalm 91:11. But Christ detects and
corrects the perversion of its spirit by an-
other text from Deut.6: 16, Thus He
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refuses to
tion.

Vv. 8-11.—When the devil cannot per-
vert the faith of Jesus, he attacks his love.
Jesus had so loved the werld as to give him-
self to scek and save it. Saman therefors
say,s,, I will yield up the whole world to
you to be saved, if you only pay mecon
little act of homage.” This is a terrible
temptation, and mualtitudes of guod men
fall fearfully into it. The glovious cnd
scems to them to justify the means, or
at least to excuse and cclipse them. Bus
dJesus at once detected the cloven fuot of
perdition in the proposal, and, resisting the
devil by his proper name, He puts hin to
flight ; and then angelic joys revisits the
victorious Lord our Saviour. Satan is
vanquished and retires for a season (Luke
4:13,)

The three temptations are indeed a type
of all kinds of tempration (Heb. 4: 15.)
The first, is the temptation of appetites or
youthful cravings. ‘The second is the
temptation of ardent faith and enthusiasm.
The third is the terrible temptation of a
great project whose longed for hopes have
been too Jong deferred. “In all these, and
in all other points Christ was tempted as
we are ; yet never did He yield to commis
any sin whatsoever. He now says to us,
¢ e that overcometh, shall sit with me in
my throne ; even as I also overcame and
amsetdown with my Fatherin is throne.”
Rev. 3: 21.

pervert Ilio faith into presump-

DocTrINeS.

1. Great temptations follow great privil-
eges.

2. The Lord is able and willing to sym-
pathise with and save us in all our tempta-
tions.

i
Hetos of the Ehuvedy,

Tue Rev. Donakl McRae has re-
ceived a call to the ‘long-vacant congre-
gationof St. Audrew’s, Kingston. Should
14 prove true, we are sure that all who
bave the interest of e church in the
Maritime Provincees at heari, will regret
the loss of Mr. McRae. But it is not
our loss what our friends get; and, as
Mr. McRae is admirably adapted to the
position of the minister of the University
town of Kingston, and as his talents will
be an acquisition to the Canadian
Church, we feel that such thoughts must
be our consolation in the prospect of his
departure.
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Newecastle, N. B.

A hearty and unanimous call has
been given from the congregation of St.
James’, Newcastle, to the Rev. Jamnes
Anderson, of Wallace, N. S. We do
not know whether Mr. Anderson will
accept the call or not ; but, if the peo-
ple of St. James', Newcastle, will receive
the services of one who has done so
much pood work in his present charge,
we heartilv congratulate them.

The Presbytery of Pictou meets, we
understand, to-day, in the church at Wal-
lace, for the purpose of further consider-
ing the matter.  Since the above was in
type we are informed that it is Mr. An-
derson’s intention to accept the call, pro-
vided the Presbytery be likely to concur
in the matter. )

Loss of the “Dayspring.”

‘We deeply 1egret the loss of the mis-
sion vessel Dayspring.  She bad made
the usual circuit of the Islands, but re-
mained too long in the luti ude of the
hurricanes, the result of which was that
she was cast ashore and became a total
wreck.  She was built ten years ago at
New Glasgow, during which time she
has been in the service ot the various
churches contr buting towards the South
Sea Island Mission.

Hymn Music Rehearsal.

On the evening of Thursday, the 8th
of April, there was held a Rehearsal in
the Basement of St. Andrew’s, Halifax,
of a pleasant as well as profitable char-
acter. The children of the Sunday
School have been assembling weekly on
Thursday evening for the purpose of
practising the singing of the Scottish
Hymnal under the instruction of Mr.
Thomas Mitchell, who leads the singing
in Sunday School and Prayer Meeting.
There was a good attendance of the
Congregation and others to hear the
children sing. They acquitted them-
selves admirably, greatly to the credit of
their own diligence and the assiduity of
their instructor, whose services were
given gratuitously. The Rev. John
Campbell presided and gave out the
Hymns as they were about to be sung
by the youthful choir, who numbered
nearly a hundred. At the close of the
singinga collection was taken up amount-
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ing to $11 for the bencfit of the
Library of the School. Miss Taylor
presided at the organ with her usual
ability, to whom a hearty vote of thaniks
was given, one of the boys moving and
another seconding the same with all the
gravity of Senators. Mr. Mitelell wag
not left out in the cold; for no sooner
ha the cordial vote been given to Miss
Taylor, than another youth rose and
moved, seconded by still another, that
coraial thanks be given to him for his
valuable instructions continued for so
many menths. This being done, and
after the Benediction, the youthful sing-
ers adjourned to the Session Room,
whete they were regaled to their utmost
satisfuction with tea, coflee, cake, fiuit,
and many other things always grateful
to the juvenile appetite. Then, with
much glee and gladness, they wended
their way to their homes.

Letter from 8t. John's, Nfld.

St. Joux's, Nfid,, May 27th, 1873.

Rev. G. M. Grant: Dear Sir,—En-
closed you will find a Bank Draft in your
favour, for $74, being the amount col-
lected in our (St. Andrew'’s) Church for
the vatious schemes of our church, and
which the Kirk Session have allocated
ag follows ; and they would feel obliged
if you would hand the Treasurers of the
varivus funds the sums opposite each :—
Foreign Mission..... Cetenseneaons .. $32 00
Home Mission..uiveeviueeraianeness 2000

Bursary Fund.....oovveiiininia.. 1200
Sy.od Fund..siiiiiiiiiieniinens .. 10 00

874 00
Your acknowledgment in the next
Record will confer a favour.
Yours truly,
W. D. Morrsox.

[The above sums will be paid as de-
sired.—G. M. G.]

It is the intention of the Wallace
congregation to hold a Bazaar, on the
first or second week of July, for the
purpose ot clearing off some debt on
their church property. It is hoped that
the friends of the church in general will
co-operate with the people of Wallaz
in their good and laudable undertaking.
They have done much themselves, and
now they purpose doing more.
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8t.John Presbytery Home Mission

We give below a statement of the
Home Mission work in the Presbytery of
St. Juhn during the present year. This
Presbytery has made a good start in the
right direction, and we are sure the
people will do a great deal more in
future years:

St. Andrew’s Church, St. John, per

Rev. R.J. Cameron............ $200 45
St. Stephen’s Chureh, St. John, per

Rev. G. J. Cajle...oovuennnns ... 7500
Greenock Church, St. Andrew's, per

Rev. P, Keay....... 24 72
Nashwaak and Stanley, per Rev. 0 00
St. Paul’'s Church, Fredericton, per

Rev. Dr. Brooke.......... veee.. 16 00

wm. Fogo......... Cereiieataes
$326 17

seseesann

Annual Report of St. James’ Ch.,
Charlottetown, P. E. L

Rev. T. Duncan, Minister.

Kirk Session :—Rev. Thos. Duncan,
Moderat-r; John Mackieson, M. D.,
Hon. J. H. Gray, C. M. G., Archibald
Kennedy, Peter Gregor, J. Macpherson.

Trustees :—dJohn W. Morrison, Chair-
man; P. McLaren, Mayor Rankin, A.
L. Brown, Treas.; W.R. Watson, A.
Kennedy, W. D. Stewart, Sec'y.

The annual congregational meeting
was held on the 14th of April last, Mayor
Rankin in the Chair, at which the ordi-
nary routine business was disposed of.
And, among other things, we notice that
the work of the Sabbath School formed
a part of the business taken up ; showing
that, in St. James’, the work of the
school is considered part of the work of
the church, and not, as is too often the
ease, something censidered foreign to
the necessary work of the church, and
consequently ignored at congregational
meetings.

The school is in a good, healthy con-
dition, with a roll of 197 scholars.
Teachers and office-bearers number 28.
One girl is supported in the Madras
Orphanage, and another is to be sent to
the Bind™ Asylum, Halifax, at the ex-
pense of the school. The Library con-
tains 360 volumes. There is,in the Sav-
ings Bank, the sum of $268.75 realized
by the Teachers at a Bazaar, by whicha
large number of new books is to be pur-
chased ; besides which the collections for
the year amounted to $105.69,
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It seems the Church Building Com-
mittee were not ready to report. Wae
are a little disappointed at this, as we
were sure, judging from the enthusiasm
of the congregation at Synod time last
year, that, ere this, the building would
have been commenced. However, in
the end, perhaps the slow and sure is
the best policy in the end.

The Kirk Session’s Report shows the
following :—Number of families, 132,
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is
dispensed quarterly. Number of com-
municants on roll, 110; number o« com-
municants present at communion, 100 to
1105 new communicants during the
year, 27. Of these, 14 were by profes-
sion, 9 by certificate, and 4 renewed
their membership.  During the year,
seven have been removed by death § five
have left the city. Baptisms during the
year, 43; deaths, 16 ; marriages, 68.

The weekly prayer meeting is well
attended, Several ladies have under-
taken the work of District Visitation
and Tract Distribution.

The following sums were expended
under the supervision of the Kirk Ses-
sion :—

...840 00

For relief of POOT..vvvvneennans
. 7200

Foreign Mission........civeevvenns
Lay Association purposes............ 44 00
Synod Fund...c.voviiieiiianiaeness 15 00

There is a Young Men’s Institute, the
proper working up of which, no doubt,
will tell upon the church beneficially
hereafter. There is also a monthly
meeting of the elders for prayer, and
no doubt much good is thereby being
done to the church just now. Why
should not many more Kirk Sessions
thus pray for their minister, thereby
strengthening his hands and encourag-
ing lis heart ?

There are only 44 copies of the Reeord
taken in this large congrepation of 132
families—just one Record for every
three families.

The Trustees report that the change
from the Pew Rent System has been a
marvellous success.

Last year, from pew-rents, collec-

tions, &c., the sum realized was..$1124 7%
This year, from Church-door collec-

tions, was realized... ... ooo.. 1591 76

Increase of latter over former. ...... 5466 93
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Total revenue, including bal. from
previous years of 816.25 ... 1607 95
Expenditure......... veeee 1530 16

Balance on hand......... creeteee. S8BT 79

We are glad, as usual, to notice the
spiritual and financial condition of St.
James', Charlottetown.

Wr understand  that the ¢ Gulf
Steamship Compauy” can make no re-
duction of fares for Ministers coming to
Synod. The * Rothsay Castle” will
reduce her fares ouc-fourth.

PR S )
MR, ey

Indellrigence.

WraTeveR the issue may be, we
know not, yet we must feel grateful to
Dr. Masson for his interest in the welfare
of the church in the colonies. Ile has
been lecturing in Fife and elsewhere,
and in all places he speaks well of the
Dominion of Canada and his sgjourn of
last year. We hope that some of the
Licentiates of the church will give our
field a trial.

Tae Rev. W. L. Wilkins, formerly
of St. Paul’s, Truro, is now settled in the
congregation of Stratford,Ont., formerly
under the ministration of Dr. George.

AmoxG those on whom the degree of
B. D. was conferred at the close of the
past winter’s Session, in the University
of Edinburgh, occurs the name of
Mr. Hugh McDonald Scott, a graduate
of Dalhousie College, Halifax. None
but those who have taken the degree of
M. A, are eligible for the degree of
B. D., so that our Dalhousie degrees are
recognized in the Scotch Universities, a
fact of which every well wisher of our
College should be proud.

At the last quarterly mecting of the
Presbytery of Montreal in May, the Rev.
Charles Glass, formerly in conncction
with the Free Church, made application
to be admitted as an ordained Miscionary
within the bounds. The Preshytery
cordially and unanimously recommended
the application to the favourable con-
sideration of the Synod.
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Tne Rev. John Paul, D. D., Ministor
of St. Cathburt’s, Edinburgh, a min.
ister of great prominence, is dead,
He died at his residence, in the 78th
year of his age, and b66th year of his
ministry. By both parents, he was
descended from the ministry of the
Church of Scotland. He was a support-
er of the evangelical party of the church.
but he did not sympathise with the issnes
of their views in the sccession of 1843,
In his ministerial life, he was singularly
diligent and successful. IHe was gentle
in his disposition, and mild and tolerant
in his views. ¢ After he had served his
own generation, by the will of God, he
fell asleep.”

Tue GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
Sournery PrespyTeriax Cutrcy
oF THE U.S.—This Assembly met at Lit-
tle Ruck, Arkansas. The Rev. II. M.
Smith,of New Orleans, was chosen Mode-
rator, and took the chair accordingly.
The usual routine business was transacted
in the customary manner.  Union nege
tiations are going on for union with the
General Assembly of the United Statu,
but Southern and Northern animosities
are so great that it would be unwise to
press the matter at present.

ThE General Assembly of the Ameri-
can Church met at Baliimore on the
15th of May. Dr. Howard Crossly was
chosen as Moderator. Nearly one-half
the Churches have * stated supplics,” i. e,
they * hire” a minister for two, four or
six montbs in the year as they feel -
clined—and nearly one-fifih of the min-
isters of the Church have no regular
charges. Such things ought not to be.
We may be behind the age in the Cole-
nies, yet we are ahead of our neighbours
in this. We don’t treat our ministers as
common jobbers in that way. We do
not forget that the Pastoral is a sacred
office—and that when the Pastoral Rela-
tion is once formed, it is not to be dis
solved unless for grave reasons. .

For the well-known © Presbyterian
Board of Publication” in Philadelpbia,
the money received during the year
amonated to $306,000.

The Sustentation fund supplemenied
808 congregations last year. The reve-
nue of the fund amounted to $60,000.
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The Board of Foreign Missions report-
ed that the Receipts for Foreign Mis-
sion pui poses amounted to $454,836,88.
Expenditure amounted to...... 552,775 31
Previvus debt amounting to.... 30.757.70
Total balance against the Board 3128,696.13

In a country which boasts so much of
itswealth and liberality, this sun will not
be permitted to assume dimensions be-
yond the present. )

Total income of the Church for the
year, $1,500,000; apportioned in round
numbers as foliows: to foreign missions,
$600,000 ; home missions, $52,500 ; pub-
leation, $75.500 ; sustentation, 382,500 ;
education, $1035,000 ; freedmen, $75,000;
church erection, $120,000; ministerial
reliet, $90,000.

It is now generally :uiicipated that
the Union movement between the Free
Church and the U. P. Church in Scot-
land, after another “ ten years’ conflict,”
will, at the ensuing General Assembly,
be suspended. The Anti-Unionists have
succeeded in arousing the Free Church
into oppusitivn, and therefure the move-
ment must come to an end asit deserved.
It was from first, we are persuaded, poli-
tical in its aiws, intended to effect the
disestablishment of the Church of Scot-
land, else how was it that she, by far the
most numerous, wealthy and influential
of the Presbyterian Churches of the
land, wasignored in the Union move-
ment ?

Tue U. P. Synod in Scotland met in
Queen St. Hall, Edinburgh, on the 12th
of May. Dr. Cairns was succeeded in
the Chair of Moderator by Dr. Joseph
Brown of Glasgow, by a majority of
votes over Pr. Andrew Thomson of
Edinburgh. The * Manifesto™ published
during the year, declaring themselves
against Establishments and Establish-
ment principles, was accepted. This
brings them into collision with the Free
Church, as well as the Established
Church, for both Churches hold State
Church principles, and Union will now
be made more difficult than cver thereby.

The Report of the Committee on sta-
tistics shows many important things. In
1871 the number of congregations was
608; in 1872, 611; increase, 3 congrega-
dons for 1872, an increase far beneath
what the vigour of the U. P’s and their
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field of operations should warrant.
Number of baptismsin 1872, 11,762 de-
crease from 1871 of 85. In Sunday
Schools, Teachers and Scholars bhave
shuwn an increase ; while.in advanced or
Bible Classes, there is a decrease.  The
average membership per congregation is
299. In Theological students there is a
decrease of 15 compared with last year;
Probationers, decrease of 4. The finance
of the Church shows an increase over
last year, in contributions fur cungrega-
tional purposes. The Report gives £244,-
847 1s. 1d., and for missionary and bene-
volent purposes, £69,897 12s. 7d., the
former an average of £400, and the lat-
ter an average of £114, to cach congre-
cation. Total income of the church,
£314,744, 13s. 8d.

THE Reformed Presbyterian Synod,
Scotland, met in Edinburgh.  The Rev.
Dr. Goold is Moderator for the current
year. The Church numbers 6940 mem-
bers, showing decrease of 29 trom last
year.  Sum raised during the year was
£10,965 18s. 10d. Average coutribu-
tion per member £1 11s. 7d. On
union the following was agreed to:

“p. That the Synod receive and
adopt the repori of the Committee on
Union, and, specially approving of the
embodiment in a common report by the
Jjoint-committee of the results of the ne-
gotiations for union during the last ten
years, unite in an ex&n’&ision of thanks-
giving to the great Iead of the Church
that an amount of unity has been ascer-
tained to exist among the negotiating
Churches warranting thewr complete
amalgamation, and beyvond whas was
supposed to exist at the commencement
of the negotiations. 2. As regards the
proposed Scheme of Mutnal Lligibility,
the Synod adhere to the opinion express-
el last year, deprecating such an ar-
rangement if it were to be regarded as a
settlement, of the whole question, and
approving of it as a step towards incor-
porating union; but, sceing that it has
not yet been fully considered by all the
Churches interested, defer in the mean-
time a final conclusion on this question.
3. Inasmuch asit appears from the re-
port of the joint-committee that the Frce
Church may at the next meeting of its
Supreme Court find it expedient to
withdraw, for a time at least, from these
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negntiations, the Synod discharge their
Union Committee in its present form;
but, retaining unabated the convietion
not merely of the desirableness but of the
duty of union, appoint a committee to
watch over the interes.s of' this impors
tant question, and to embrace every op-
portunity which Providence may alford
for attaining the union originally cone
templated and alrcady approved of by
this Church, un the basis of the common
standards, and in harmony with the
claims of the Lord Jusus Christ (o uni-
versal Headship, uowhere more clearly
set forth than in the common principles
drawn up by the juint-committee and
accepted by vast majorities in all the
Churches. 4. In ignorance of the fu-
ture, especially how long the blessed
movement for union may be interrupted,
the Synud feel thanselyes meanwhile
called on tuexpress in very cordial terms
their sensc of the unifurm courtesy with
which their committee has been treated
in the union conferences of the last ten
years, their respect for the Churches
with which they bhave Leen in negotia-
tion, and the fervent desire they cherish
for their spiritual welfave and progress.”

The Synod contributed £340 towards
the ¢ Dayspring.”

The Synod of the United Original
Seceders met in  Victoria Terrace
Church, Edinburgh, May 5th. Rev.
John Robertson, Ayr, Moderator. This
Church collected during the year the suin
of £1220 19s. 94d., being £185 13s. 114,
more than last year. It was agreed to
unite with the Irish Secession Synod.

At the last meeting of the Presbytery
of Edinburgh, a petition was presented
by Mr. John King, a Divinity Student
of the Free Church, to be admitted to
the connection of the Church of Scote
land. In his petition, he states that he
had “come to believe the Disruption a
mistake,” and that he had all along held
« the Establishment principle.”

TRERE is a note on * Circulation” in
the May number of the Home Reécord,
in which it is stated that, during the
year, the increase has already amounted
10 2,000 copies, thus giving a total issue
of 18,000, a circulation far below the
mark. It is said, by way of apology,
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that other Records, which circulate more
largely, have an artificial circulation,
“ maintained by special agencies.” This
is just the rcason why they circulate
more largely; and, we think, in the
preper quarters, a few valuable lessons
might be learnt, and agents should be
appointed in every parish. We were
struck foreibly, in this matter, by the
fact that, out of five congregations, abs
stracts ot whose reports are published in
the same issue of the Record, and head-
ed thus, “ TariviNg CONGREGATIONS,”
in only one instance, that of St. John's

>arish, Glasgow, is the circulatiun of the
Record taken into account. We cannot
see how a parish can be * thriving,” in
the true sense, in which there is no Re-
cord circulation. It is true, it may be
largely circulated and no notice taken
of the fact in the reports; bat, if so, the
fact should be mentioned.

U,

The Rev. John Marshall Lang, form-
erly of Morningside, Edinburgh. and
who was lately appointed tosucceed the
L.mented Dr. N‘:)rman McLeod in the
Barony Parish of Glasgow, has received
the degree of Doctor m Divinity from
the University of Glasgow, in acknow-
ledgment of his Biblical scholarship, and
his earnest and successfitl ministrations
as a preacher of the Gospel. Dr. Dick-
son, professor of Biblical Criticism in
that University, has been appointed to
the chair of Divinity, vacant by the
translation of Dr. John Caird to the
Principalship.

——

Pere Iyacinthe does not find a place
for himself and his people. Ile and
they are excommunicated, but he wanis
to be called a Roman Catholic. He
now denounces the confessional and
practices marriage, so that by precept
and example he is out of all sympathy
with the Romish priesthood. The * Old
Catholics” will have to become ** New
Protestants.” There is no half-way
house for them.

New Yorg.~—New York claims 3356
Protestant and 62 non-Protestant Sab-
bath schools, has 10,000 ignorant, home-
less, uncared-for street children, 315
religious and charitable socicties, and
employs 266 city missionaries.
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Which is which?

“«An Old Traveller” in the East
writes, in regard to the rival claims of
the Greck and Roman Churches, as to
the actual sites of vhe sacred scenes in
the history of our Lord :—

« The contests between the Greeks
and Latins in the Holy Land, as to the
sacred places, are a source of regret and
humiliation to the simple Christian.
The influence and gain sought to be
obtained by these religionists upon the
pious superstition of their followers, are
most prominent throughout Palestine,
and diskonoring to Christianity. At
Jerusalem, upon descending from the
St. Stephen’s gate and crossing the
Kedron, the traveller finds, near the
foot of the Mount of Olives, two en-
closures close to cach other, belonging
to the Franeicean monks and Greek
priests. In each is a garden and a cha-
pel, on the very spot, as you are told,
where the Saviour endured the bitter
agony of Gethsemane. In each chapel
iz an altar, and if the pious pilgrim re-
cites certain prayersinit, he will receive
the remission due to his religious service
on the very spot where our Lord knelt
wd prayed. But which of the twois
the very spot? Again, at Nazareth
there is a fine Greek Churchy near the
out-skirt of the village, belonging to the
Greek community. On the right hand
side of the altar, a flight of steps leads
from the side aisle down to ah under~
ground chapel, where, the priests say,
the Annunciation cccurred! There 1s
the altar and a marble slab covering the
spot, with 2 cross in the centre to indi-
cate the precise place, and there are
lights and pictures hanging all about,
like a baby show; and here many
pilrims come to kneel and pray and
present their offerings, with the assur-
ance that, for this, they insure the re-
mission of their sins. About a quarter
of 2 mile off is the handsome church of
the Roman Catholics, resembling, in its
arangements and decorations, that of
the Greeks, particularly in the subterra-
nean chapel, approached by a flight of
steps, and like it in the altar and marble
slab with the cross, but with numerous
statues, not allowed in the Greck ritual ;
and this the Romanists profess to be the
very scene of the Annunciation, and
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prayers at which entitle the worshipper
to so many ycars’ remission of purgatos
rial suffering |  Both cannot be troe,
probably neither. But apparently the
Greck can claim for their church and
chapel the greater antiquity, the likelier
possibility.”

RomMe, May 24th, 1873.—Ilis Holi-
ness the Pope contemplates anathema-
tizing the members of the Italian Cabis
net, and all other parties engaged in
secularizing monasteries.

The poor Pope’s anathemas amount
to nothing now. Like the touthless old
giant, he may mautter his curses, but his
bite is gone.  Who cares for his curses,
since he has lost his power to strike ¢

—

Nortt WesT INDIa.—A DMoham-
medan University is in progress of es-
tablishment in this region. £150,000 is
now being raiced for it by subscriptions
all over India.

JaraN.—A wondrous revolution is
taking place in this land, and progress
seems to be the order ot the day.
Among forward movements that have
been inaugurated, the latest is the pro-
posal to establish a daily paper in Yeddo,
the capital.

Crina.—It is a rave thing for Chinese
women to be able to read, and hence
female schools are much needed. They
spend their time in smoking, gambling,
embroidering, visiting, and gossiping.
Much depends upon  their education
and evangelization, for, through their
influence mainly,idolatry is perpetuated.
Were they converted, it would soon
cease.

Tre SanTHALS.—A good work hass
for some time, been making progress
among this people. Upwards of 220
were baptized last year, and seven vil-
lages have wholly or partly received the
Gospel. Every convert 1s reported as
self-supporting, a deeply significant fact,

KrukianGFu.— A Mission Chapel
has lately been opened in Kiukiangfu,
China. The daily services are crowded,
and the gospel is proclaimed to large
numbers amidst much opposition and
difficulty. Two men have professed
their faith by baptism.
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Anaxrampa.—This locality, situated
in West Africa, seems to be becoming
Christianized. 174 church members are
now reported, and their numbers are fast
increasing.

Lanrapor.—The Moravians report
1156 converts on the coast of Labrador.
The Bible complete in the Esquimaux
language has recently been distributed
among the heads of families.

New Exeraxp.—Six New England
States have no less than 5,421 churches.

BourMia—There is in Bohemia a
considerable religious movement among
Roman Catholics. The old Catholic
movement has hardly taken root yet,
but all reading men are more or less
influenced by it. The monstrous claims
of the Papacy, and the spiritual tyranny
of the Jesuits, have aroused the masses
from their long lethargy, and itis a time
of awakening among them.

AusTRALIA.—The Bush Missionary
Society in Australia seems to be doing
a good work. In addition to the mis-
sionaries themselves, not less than 87
country agents are employed preaching
the gospel and distributing Christian
books and tracts.

BramaruTrA.—Multitudes in this
region seem familiar with the story of
the cross, but the outpourings of the
Spirit is needed to arouse them from
their lethargy. Many have lost their
confidence in idols, and listen attentively
to the Word of Life.

CasnMERE.—Dr. Elmslie, the only
Missionary labouring in Cashmere, has
lately died. He was a Medical Mission-
ary of the Church Missionary Society,
a man of earnest niety, strong faith and
ﬁrcnt prudence. His loss is deeply felt.

Vithin four months and a half; he had
treated 3,000 patients, performed 203
operations, attended 382 cholera patients,
and from day to day proclaimed to these
and others the glorious message of sal-
vation. :

ACENOWLEDGMENTS.

S§YNOD FUMD.

Received by Rev. G M. Grant, from J.
McKinnon, Broad Cove......

evsase

THE MONTHLY RECORD.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

Col. at St. John's Ch., Dalhousie,
per Rev. James Murray
Col. at Maple Green, per Rev.
J. Murray..oeeiiciiieiinns

N. B. Bank note,....... .820 00
Less by discount...... .... .. 005
19 95

Col. at N. W. Arm, Halifax, per Kev.

J. B Campbell ... ..oooeiiill, 1367
Col. at Ch. door, Canpbelton...823 95

* s Flat Lands.... 12 00

b b Kempt Road... 6 17

¢ “ Moose Set..... 573

‘¢ by Mr. Frith at R. du Loup 2 15

«t *¢ Morrison, at

Metapedia, Mrs. Dan.

Traser...cveveviece.. 83 00
Smallersums.......... 21 00 2¢ 00
Col. by Mr. Connors, at Assat-

mequagan. ... ... Crasesases 15 00

Donation from R. Christopher.. 5 00
Col. in Campbellton District in all ... 94 08
Col. by Mr. J. McPhee, at South River

and Lochaber, Antigonich, per Rev.

Mr. Brodie...vioneensenieaoannann 20 10

SI147 73
James J BruMmxEeR, Treas.
Halifax, N. S., 4th June, 1873.

KYNOD'S HOME MISSION.

Col. from Musquodoboit, per Rev. Mr.
Sutherland; say Little River, $277;
Antrim, $1.05; S. S. House, #2.52 56 34

St. Andrew's Ch,, St. John, N. B.....
e 4 Chatham, N. B. ... 22 00

Col. from Earltown cong., per Rev. J.
McColl.oy vuvnininneine cenennn .

Tatamagouche Falls. ...... cee. BB

YOUXG MEN'S8 BURSARY FUND.
Red Bank...ooeveiivianena.  Lonl 710
Black River, N. B, per Rev. S. Russell. 6 73
May 31st, 1873. Jas. Hisror, Treas.

PICTOU PRESBYTERY HOME MISSION.

Pugwash cong., per Alex. Gordon....320 0D-
Paid Rev Mr. McCunn.... . ..... 60 60
May 31st, 1873. Jas. Hisuor, Treas.

Mr. Brodie has received from Broad Cove
congregation, per A. Campbell, Esq , 84, and
from our good friend J. Hart, Esq., Baddeck,
$8, for Presbytery Fund. '

PAYMENTS FOR “RECORD."

Rev. N. Brodie, Gairloch...... ..... §25 23
Alex. McLellan, Roger's Hill......... 5 00
J. A, McLean, Mount Thom ... ..... 6 00-
Rev. J. McMillan, for Rev. W. T.
Wilkins, Ontario. ..ccoveveinnennns 060

Rev. J. M. Sutherland . ...... ... 060

Halifaz :—D. A. McKay, $1.20; J. Mc~
Lean, Student, $1.80; Mr. Barron. J. Dil-
worth, Mrs. Downs, Mrs. Sutherland {Queen

St.) 60 cents czch.
W. G. PEXDER, Scc'y.

Mayflower Office, 161 Hollis St.,
ufi o Halifax, June 4th, 1873, :



