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ADVERTISEMENTS

* To Sunday

Schools

For Sunday School Libraries, Prize Books, Papers, Requisites, Reward
Cards, Music Books, Decorations, Lesson Helps,
Send to us for Catalogue and Quotations before orderirg elsewhere,

0000000000000000

Special Note.

We are receiving every week New Bocks from the
Leading Publighers of England and the States for our
Sunday Schools. We make our Sunday School
Department of special importance, not only to
supply Libraries and Books for Prizes, but also in
Decorations for the Walls, and in Books for the
Binging of the Scholars, and in Cards for the
reward of true merit, and in the best Lesson Helps
for teachers and scholars, and, in short, in every-
thing that pertains to a well-equipped Sunday -schooy
—a school up to the bright light of the closing period
of the nineteenth century,

We Invite Correspondence,

The Best Way to Get Books

In nearly all cases is to leave the selection to us:
In order to aid you in the matter we will, if desired,
send a number more books than are actually required,
from which you may make a selection, and return
those not needed at our expense.

We have long nade this a study, and try to keep
abreast of the times, and secure only such books as
are of real value. I¥ YoU ORDER, and leave selection
to us, please send the following informatio

1. A list of books already in your library—alpha-
betically arranged, if possible,

2. The number of books wanted,

3. Any special books wanted,

4. The number of books wanted for each grade—
Senior, Intermediate, and Primary,

5, Full shipping directions,

and Guarantee Satisfaction.

A Practical Catechism on Baptism,
Each, be,; By JOHN LAING, M.A,, D.D.

Per doz,, 45¢.; per hundred, $3.50,

Seventh . ’ Or, Lawrence
caion. | 118 KING'S essenger i
4

Pastor of Knox Church, Dundas.

Probation

TALE OF THE SETTLEMENT OF UPPER CANADA

With Numerous Illustrations of Canadian Life.

We have just issued this new Oa

Cloth, 75¢., Postpatd.

nadian edition of one of the mast popular of Dr. Witirow's stories, It should
find its way into every Methodist 8. 8, Library in Canada,

Both boys and girls will thoroughly enjoy it.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - westey sunomas, - TORONTO, ONT.

C. W, COATES, Montreal,

8. K. HUESTIS, Halifax,

Mabel Gray

AND OTHER POEMS
BY LYMAN C. SMITH

‘‘ Mabel Gray is an English love story in verse, rettily
told, there are a number of shorter poems in the bock
that are destined to become popu'ar. The verse is good
throughout, parti. ularly “In tne Sunny Land of Youth,’
‘ Each Flower to Heaven Upturns its Eve,” and others
that might be mentioned. 0f the t's more ambitious
work we like best ‘M.rton Hall’ and ‘A Day with
Homer,"" —Quebec Chronicle,

This ~econd edition has been issued to meet a demand
for High Schools for use as a supplementary reading,
Some of the Puems used in the first have been replaced
by la‘er Productions better suited for this purpose, In
order to make the book essily available it bas
been placed on the market at the low price of e.
with discount in quantities,

WILLIAM BRICCS, Wesiey Buiitings, TORONTO,

ALMA "5ssne 2 Youna
COLLEGE ~ WOIEN

Address : Principal Warner, St. Thomas, Ontario

|
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CANCER! CANCER!
Can be Cured,

Cancers, Tumors, Scrofula, etc,,
Cured at home, no knife, plaster or pain, the
Abbott Myron Mason Medical Co., of New York,
have opened branch offices in Canada.  They
will give or mail free to anyone interested a 100-

book that contains valuable information
about the workings of this wonderful cure, Ad-
dress or call, Abbort Myron Mason Medical.
gomplny. Department B 2, 577 Sherbourne St, &

'oronto,
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goods, or in making

In ordering ng n (agasine, obige the
Dublisher, s weil as the advertiser. by mdm:o" u.man‘-mlvfmrloa"l::n o
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A New Year's Thought.

LOUISE 8,
The New Year marches in with song and
cheer,
A bright face lifts to Faith’s far-seeing
€

BY REV, BAKER.

ye,
Since winter cloud and whistling winds
80 drear,
Will surely pass and leave a shining
sky.

'Neath dry, brown leaves the lovely May-
flower hides,
Its green-sheathed buds safe held till
flowering time ;
So every trustful heart in peace abides,
Waiting the spring, its fre grant, joyful
prime,

And under each dead past, for anxious
soul,
Pressed down with snows of grief or
dulling pain,
Life waits to flow from some undaunted
stole,
To biossom in rich colour once again,

Though leafless trees like etchings clear
now stand
Against the background of the sky's
pearl-grey,
The New Year holds somewhere a hidden
wand
To smite them into beauty in the May.

Countless the blessings which the old
year brought !
Forget its sorrows, let its good remain,
Remember what was gained from battles
feught,
- And sing the victor's sweet and glad
refrain,

ARY, 1

898. No. 1.

| God give a happy New Year to mankind

Gird all his servants with a courage
new !

Uphold the faint, give sight to those sin-
bl'nd

And all who falter, with rare strength
renew !
—Zion’s Herald.

Lighting Up a Lesson.

An evidently distressed teacher asks,
If it is right for a preacher to use anec-
dotes in the pulpit, why he cannot also
do so in teaching a lesson. To tell a
story simply for the sake of the story
would not be justifiable in either
preacher or teacher, but to use either a
part of an incident, or to give it in its
entirety, for the purpose of applying the
truth of a sermon or a lesson, is eminent-
ly right and proper. Almost any Sun-
day-school lesson may well be lighted
up in this manner, but care should be
taken that the illustration used should
not overshadow the truth one would
teach. As a rule, only so much of any
incident should be given in connection
with the lesson as shall best really {llus-
trate and enforce the truth to be taught.
Unless this principle be regarded, there
will be pleasant memories of the stories
told, but little thought of what they
illustrated. It is a pity for any teacher
to be simply a good story-teller, in the
effort to lighten up the lessons.—Baptist
Teacher,

R

Evil thoughts are the sprouting of seed
which Satan has planted.

R




OUR PERIODICALS.

the most poptlar,

Christian Guar
Methodist M
Magazine and Revie
Magazine and Revie

weekly. .
nd Review, monthly
and Guardian or W
uard

The Wesleyan, Halifax, week ) . By
Sund. hool Banner, monthly . 0 60
Onward, 8pp. 4to, weekly, under 5 copies .0 0'50
5 copies and tupwards 0 60
Pleasant Hours, App. 4to, weekly, single copics 0 ‘{0
Less tha es o, . 0 25
Over ’ . 024
Sunbear ss (han 10 copies ... 015
10 ¢ Is ¥ 012
Happy 1 v, less than 10 copies . 015
10 coj s 012
Diew Drops, weekly, 007
Per quarter 002
ean Senior Quarterly 0 06
n Leaves, 100 copies per month 5 50
n - Intermediate Quarterly, 100 copies per
ter g 600
Quarterly Review Service, By the year, 24 cents
adozen; €2 per 100, Per quarier, 6 cents a
dogon: per 100 o 0 50
THE ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodist Book and Publishing House,
€. W, Coares, FRLNE, 8. F. Huksns,
176 St. Catherine 8t., Meth. Book Room,
Montreal, Que, Halifax, N.§,

Sundap School Banner,
W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EDITOR.

TORONTO, JANUARY, 1898,

Our Forward Movement,

The Home Depa:tment of our Sunday-
schools presents a field of grandest pos-
sibilities. It gives promise of widening
and deepening the study of the Scriptures
as nothing else has done, It seeks to
enlic the adult members of the house-
hold as well as the children in this all-
Important work. Many of them cannot,
and some do not feel inclined to, attend
the Sunday-school. But all may study
the same portions of the Word of God,

What a new life it would give to our
whole Sunday-school system if every
member of every family, from the child
in the primary class to the grey-haired
sire in “ingle-nook,” were simultaneously
studying the same lessons and reading
the same selected bassages. What a
fresh, intense and hallowed interest it
would impart to family life, what an in-

ii SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

wellectual uplift it would give, what a
deepening of piety, what an increase of
spiritual power,

This blessed consummation is the pur-
pose of the Home Department in co
nect.on with the Sunday-school. It is
no visionary thing, It is a glorious pos-
sibility, Bach Sunday-school can largeiy
contribute to its realization.

The progress already made is encourag-
ing in the highest degree. The Home
Department has only recently been in-
troducd in our church, yet we have al-
ready over 5,000 members enrolled, The
list has nearly doubled during the last
year. We want those organizers of thi=
work who have been successful in its
introduction, to write giving their ex-
perience, and giving helps, hints, anq
suggestions as to its best methods. W,
pburpose giving special prominence to this
subject in future numbers of The Ban-
ner,

Our Publishing House is determined
that every facility shall be furnished for
promoting the Home Department, Our
new Sunday-school Quarterly will be in-
dispensable for this work, and will fur-
nish handsomely illustrated and instruc-
tion notes on the lessons that cannot fail
to attract and retain the attention of the
Bible student, Only 20 cents a year, or
5 cents a quarter,

The same qualities will make the new
Quarterly no less essential for those of
our senior scholars who may find the
cost of The Banner beyond their means,
Of course the Quarterly does not profess
to be a substitute for The Banner. That
is specially intended for the teachers
and is indispensable for their best suc-
cess,

S e —_—

We have pleasure in announcing a
new departure in The Banner for the
current year which will make it more
than ever useful in the schools, We
purpose printiug in each number a page
of the best muasic which we can secures
This, we hope, will still further improve
the singing in our schools and
keep them abreast with the most re-
cent advance in Sunday-school hymnody.
In this number we give a piece, which
Mr. Birks, organist of St, James’ Meth-
odist church, Montreal, uses to the words,
“All hail the power of Jesus' name.”
Many of us wil remember the profound
impression the singing of this hymn
made under Mr, Birks' direction at the
Epworth League Convention in London,
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An 'mportant Lesson Help
for 1898.

“The Story of Jesus Christ.” An in-

terpretation, By Elizabeth Stuart
Phelps. Boston : Houghton, Mifflin &
Co,  Toronto : William Briggs. Price,
$2.00,

We have had more than enough of
fictitious narratives designed to illustrate
he life and times of Jesus of Nazareth.
Many of these have taken unwarrantable,
and often irreverent, liberties with the
sacred narrative, This book.is of an
entirely different character, It is pro-
perly named by its writer, “ An interpre-
tation.,” It seeks by tender and reverent
use of historic imagination to fill out
the narrative given us in outline in
Scripture, It is the result of profound
study of the best literature on this sub-

Ject.  Above all, it is marked by spiri-
tual insight and by poetic feeling and
expression, It makes more real the

sacred narrative and unfolds its inner
meaning,

We may not always agree with the in-
terpretation of the writer, The tempta-
tion of our Lord, we Jjudge, is made too
subjective in character. We prefer what
ve conceive to be the literal and ob-
Jective narrative as given in the Gospels
and repeated in Milton’s * Paradise Re-
gained.” Only a woman of keenest sen-
sibility could enter with such womanly
sympathy into the contrasted experiences
of the Blessed Virgin, and of the much
sinning but much loving and forgiving
woman who anointed the feet of our
Lord in the house of Simoa the Pharisee,
'hroughout the volume Christ’s chivalrie
tenderness to woman is admirably set
forth,

Our author portrays with much skill
the growing hatred of the ruling classes
of Judea towards the prophet of Nazar-
eth, The mingling in Christ of the
human and divine, and his utter loneli-
ness and isolation, are beautifully ex-
pressed., The following paragraph on
the sojourn of Jesus in the home of
Pethany will illustrate the spirit and
raethod of this book :

“He had been lovingly received into
Martha's luxurious home, He had sat
With Mary under the tents of green
branches erected in the courts, or near
the house, on festival week, and rested
iu the flickering of cool shadows, talking

quietly of the great thoughts with which
his mind was throbbing, while the mis-
tress of the house bustled to and fro
ordering his upper room, or preparing for
many guests, They became and re-
mained his fast and affectionate friends,
very comfort th.t wealth and love could
command their hospitality crowded upon
him.

“The worn-out man, accustomed to a
rude and simpie lot, gratefully drew one
long, sighing breath in the soft air of
gentle surroundings. His exquisite de-
licacy of nature rested in it, like a
bruised nerve long lacerated and neg-

lected, Far beyond common woe or
want as his personal emergency had
gone, all human distinctions looked
smaller than ever {o him; and he had
never rated them as of much conse-
quence, But the educated sympathy of
refinement he did not, for he could noet,
undervalue He needed it too much Just

then. It eame at the right time. Friend-
ship, at its best and sanest, he tasted
with a touching gratitude; the ripe and
beautiful fruit he laid gently down when
the hour came; no one heard him com-
plain because he must relinquish it.”

We heartily recommend this volume for
study in comparisen with the narrative
of Scripture, best of all in some Har-
mony of the Gospels, as throwing much
light upon the life of our Lord, which
is the subject of study throughout Chris-
tendom of twenty millions of Sunday-
school teachers and scholars in 1898, The
numerous illustrations are by the fore-
most artists,

The New Year.

We greet the officers and teachers in
our schouls with earnest and loving
wishes for a successful year. No one,
perhaps, more fully knows their work,
their joys and sorrows, their difficulties,
their encouragements and discourage-
ments, or takes a heartier interest in
them, than ourselves, We are meeting
them constantly and conferring with
them as to their work and methods, It
is one of the most encouraging signs of
our time that vast numbers of our most
gifted, intelligent, and fully consecrated
Deople are devoted to the best endeavours
to train our young people for Christ and
to care for the lambs of the flock,

We take Lhe earliest opportunity

afforded by the season to address

TP
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a few words of counsel to our
readers, on the importance of their work
and the nature of the qualifications for
its better accomplishment, The New
Year finds us all susceptible to those in-
fluences which may tend to our more
complete adaptation to the work of win-
ning our young people for Christ. Our
success depends very much upon con-
sciously placing ourselves under right
conditions, We would all of us be
" vessels meet for the Master’s use,” We
Liust not once only but every day give
up ourselves fully to him, * Apart from
him, we can do nothing.” Our work
from first to last is spiritual. By all
means let us use our intellectual gifts,
cultivate them, improve our minds by al!
diligence, and the use of all available
help from the best books and the wisest
men; but our success as Sunday-school
teachers depends far more upon our
spirituality, our prayerfulness, our sym-
pathy with Christ, than upon anything
else.  We are utterly unable to do spiri-
tual work unless we are renewed, quick-
éned, and illumined by the Divine Spirit.
We need the divine touch; we must rea-
lize in our own hearts the saving power
of Jesus Christ if we are to be instru-
mental in saving others.

The salvation of our scholars is our
one great aim, Everything else shrinks
into mere nothingness compared with it,
and it is only when we are living in
close fellowship with Christ that we rea-
lize the overwhelming restraints of his
love, and prepare for our work, and -0
to our classes resolved to win every
scholar for his blessed service.  “ The
love of Christ constraineth us.” Noth-
ing short of this will ever impel us to
lead the lambs to the Great Shepherd.

St. Paul counsels Timothy to be a
" workman that needeth not to be
ashamed.” This ghould be the aim of
the pastor of the flock, and not less that
also of the Sunday-school teacher. This
ideal will lead the teacher to conscien-
tious preparation. No teacher is worthy
of the work who does not put his con-
science into it, and if <@ puts his con-
science into it, he cannot be irregular
in his attendance or 80 with slip-shod
Dreparation, He will prepare himself
by earnest prayer, by daily communion
Wwith Christ, and diligent study of the
Word of God. One would hope that any
sort of Christian worker would do this;
but preparation for Sunday-school teach-
ing must be definite and specific. A
Wise teacher will take a course of lessons
selected by the 20od judgment of others,
or & course selected by himself after

much thought and care, His aim will pe
to give the mind of God as set forth in
the portions selected, and not his own
views about the Word, His own views
may be very clever and vven original,
but it is the Word of God, touched into
life by the Divine Spirit, that saves, anq
not our views and opinions upon that
Word,

Conscientious preparation is due to the
Word itself, to its Divine Author, to our
scholars, and to ourselves, if we would
8ain the respect of our intelligent young
people.  They can easily see through
shams, and simulated earnestness ; but
they respect those who sincerely wish to
do them 800d, no matter how homely the
teaching may be, They soon detect
shallowness; and they quite as soon find
out If there is anything in the lesson,
A wise old father once, in giving advice
to his son about his sermon-making,
sald ; “ Always put ‘summat’ (some-
thing) in.” “Let ug say, “Always get
something out of the lesson or put some-
thing into it.”

Use the best thoughts of the best minds
in your breparation. A first-hand study
of the sacred writings is essential, if we
would understand the Word. It must
first speak to our own hearts; but no
Wwise student of any subject will ignore
the studies of master minds upon the
subject, It i folly to imagine that we

interpretars, They can show us what we
cannot see, and make plain to us what
we but dimly apprehend,

To prepare at al] adequately we must
study our Bible with al] available helps
thereupon; our scholars, their home life,
their daily work, and their environment ;
and all our studies must be pursued in
a prayerful and devout spirit. “To pray
well is to work well,”

A true teacher will be enthusiastic in
his work, By enthusiasm we do not
mean fanaticism, Fanaticism expects
harvests without ploughing, tilling, or
Sowing—but there are no results in the
kingdom of nature or grace without
adequate causes, The principle of all
sound husbandry is that we must first
put in, if we would get something out
of the soil, Well-directed, earnest,
strenuous toil must sooner or later find
its harvest,

We sum up our advice in one word—
Be in earnest, No one should take up
such a work as ours among the million
of our scholars, from whom 8o much may
be expected, unless he intends to be
faithful in it, Fidelity to duty means
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anything but taking up work and re-
linquishing it under the slightest pre-
text. This work is too sacred, too sen-
sitively delicate to be taken up and laid
aside under mere caprice, If undertaken
at all it must be done earnestly, It jg
due to our fellow-teachers, to our
scholars, and to the church, that we
should ever strive to be at our best. It
we are to find true joy in the work we
must put our whole soul into it, and do
it with our might, [Let us, dear fellow-
teachers, begin the year in this spirit,
Hew much of our work in the years
gone by might have been better done if
we had been more in earnest, more en-
thusiastic.  There was never a great
teacher who was not enthuslastic; we
may not all become great teachers, but
let us aim at being good teachers; and
throughout the year may “the joy of the
Lerd be our strength.”—Wesleynn Meth-
odist Magazine,

i s e —

John Wesley's Cashbook, and a
January Look at it.

“For upward of seventy-six years I
have kept my accounts exactly, I wil
not attempt it any longer, being satisfied
that I save all I can and give all I can;
that is, all I have.”

An old man, whose hand trembled as
he wrote, penned these words in his
cashbook, and so closed the careful re-
cord.

The old man was John Wesley. From
years of youth he had Leen accustomed
to live frugally and give away all he
could. Of course, he never planned to
live outside of his income, In Oxford
days, it is said, one year his income was
thirty pounds. It cost him twenty-eight
bounds to live, and the balance he gave
away,

The next year saw his income swelling
to sixty pounds, He still lived on
twenty-eight pounds, and the difference
of thirty-two went out of his hands into
other hands. His income, like a tree,
kept on growing, the third year to ninety
pounds, and the fourth year to one hun-
dred and twenty, but he cut down the
tree to the old pattern, twenty-eight
bounds, and gave away the overgrowth—
& quantity not needed. Generally, as |
one’s income increases, the expenses grow
also, Wesley, as we all know, wrote |
extensively, and then did his own pub- '

A‘—

lishing, showing a business genius in his
methods, He accumulated money, though,
only to distribute it, It is estimated
that he gave away in his lifetime thirty
thousand pounds at least.

Interesting, is it not, this look at an
old man’s cashbook, where the figures
lean and waver as from very feebleness ?
It is specially interesting in January,
when we have a New Year's curiosity,
to know what our neighbour may have
made the past year, We may then feel
called upon to denounce the stinginess °
of his gifts; the mean, little soul !

By all means, then, look at John Wes-
ley’s cashbook; see what he had to do
Wwith and what he diq, Take a long,
long January look, Gratify all your
curiosity,

Having done this, what if we turn things
round and imagine John Wesley coming
to our homes or our places of business,
taking up our cashbook, and examining
our record for benevolence ?
the old pllgrim, with his silver hair,
shining countenance, and bright, search-
ing eyes, standing before the opened

ing closely, p

What would he 8ay ?  On which side
of our income are we living, the inside
or the outside ? How much do we give
to the missionary work and the home
work of the church, to Sunday-schools,
to temperance, to the Poor—in short, to
everything ? How much might we give ?
It the old man with a trembling hand
should, after hig January look, make a
note about our giving and leave the re-
cord staring at us from the foot of the
inspected page, how would the record

run ?
The Model Sunday-School
Scholar,

Always on time,

Always attentive,

Always has his lessons,

Always helps his teacher,

Always has something for the collec-
tion,

Always memorizes the Golden Text”
and “ memory verses.”

Always sings, reads, and prays with
the school.

Always stands perfectly quiet after the
benediction is pronounced until the
signal to move out quietly is given by
the pianist,

Are you a model scholar ? If not,
why not ?




vi

UNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

A Year In Heaven To-day.

son,” also articles on * The People's
Bibles in the Early Church,” by Prin-
cipal Shaw, LL.D., * The Church and
Literature,” by Prof. Little, “ Bernard of
Clairvaux,” by Prof, Wallace, and “ Ap-
swers to Prayer,” by Hugh Price Hughes,
Also a number of lighter articles and
sketches,

The announcement for 1898 is very at-
tractive. It embraces many illustrated
articles on Canadian and Methodist
topics, illustrations of Greater Britain
and Foreign Adventure and Travel, Also
numerous Character Studies, Social and
Religious Topies, Serial and Short
Stories, Missionary Articles and Scientifie
Papers.

Fourteen numbers to the end of 1598
will be given for the single subseription
of $2.00,

BY M. H. WINDSOR,

A year ago to-day we kissed her pure,
sweet face,
A year ago to-day she slipped from our
embrace,
One year ago to-day,
Ah, me! the sun seemed then to hide
from us his light,
And clouds their heavy shadows cast as
tho’ ’twere night,
The time she went away,

The stars were hid within the cold
November sky,
The wind it whispered sad and moaned
in passing by,
And sang g requiem low
The world wasg lonely, as it never was
before,
That morn the angels called, and ours
to heaven bore,
To-day, a year ago,

Now
is the time to subscribe. To schools
LWo or more copies, $1.60 each. Toronto:
William Briggs, Montreal : C. W. Co tes,
Halifax : 8. F. Huestis,

R S —

They bore her to that city fair, where on .
its jasper walls, Book Notices.
Its streets of gold, its gates of pearl, no ey
SOrrow ever falls,
And tears are wiped away,
In the fulness of his presence, who reigns
above,
She stands complete, anq sings redeem-
ing love,
Her joy will last for aye,

A Concise History of Missions.” By
Edwin Munsel] Bliss, D.D. New York
and Toronto : Fleming H. Revell Com-
pany.  Toronto : William Briggs.
Price, 75 cents,

It is very gratifying to find our Leagues
and schools taking such a deep interest
in missionary work, At the last meet-
ing of the Missionary Board of the Meth-
Odist Episcopal Church of the United
States a resolution wags passed urging
the Leagues of that church to give at
least one evening in a month to mission
subjects, Qur Canadian Leagues have

A year ago to-day, we sorrowed here on
earth,
But there was Joy in heaven o'er an im-
mortal’s birth,
Go—selfigh grief give way.
To songs of praise, her longing now is

) gratified, for some time been doing this very thing,
She sees the King in hig beauty—is and thereby deepening their sympathy
catisfied, with this missionary work, This book

Oh, blessed year to-day,
Rice Lake, Ont.

————
December Number of the
Methodist Magazine
and Review,

will be found exceedingly useful to the

Leagues in furnishing information, facts,

and figures, and inspiration for their mis-

sionary meetings,

" Prisoners of the Sea.” A romance
of the seventeenth century. By Flor-
ence Morse Kingsley, Pp. 480. To-
ronto: The Copp, Clark Comp:
Limited ; William Briggs.

The previous books of Mrs, Florence
M. Kingsley, illustrating the life ana
times of our Saviour, of the first Chris-
tan martyr, anq of St. Paul, have been
read by multitudes with great pleasure

This number completes the forty-sixth
volume, [t hag illustrated articles on
" Life in a Lighthouse,” The Battle-
ground of Europe,” « Garibaldi,” “ paler-
mo,” and the pew * Life of Lord Tenny-
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and profit.  In this volume she takes up
@ new period, that of the Protestant per-
secution following the Revocation of the
tidict of Nantes by Louis XIV, She en-
deavours to solve the mystery of ‘“ The
Man with the Iron Mask,” whom she
identifies with a brother of Louis X1V,
4 claimant to the French crown, The
book is full of adventure by sea and by
and, and the author has caught the
secret of sustaining the interest in a
very absorbing manner,

Literary Note.

The Century Magazine, with its Novem-
ber number, enters upon its twenty-
seventh year. During its long existence,
by reason of its many notab! successes,
it has won an assured and commanding
position,  During the coming year The

entury will maintain its exceptional
position as a magazine of enterta nent
and as a leader in art and thoug!

Its pictorial features will be otable,
and it will command the ser of the

foremost artists, illustrators and en-
gravers of this country and of Europe

Dr.  Weir Mitchell, whose Hugh
Wynne,” is the great success of the year,
has written a new story for the present
volume It bears the piquant title :
*The ventures of Francois: Found-
ling, Adventurer, Juggler and Fencing-
Master during the French Revolution.”
Further contributions to the interesting
series of “ Heroes of Peace " will be made
by Jacob A. Riis, Gustav Kobbe, Eliza-
beth Stuart Phelps Ward, and others,

“The Century Gallery of One Hundred
Portraits " is made up of the finest en-
gravings that have appeared in the maga-
zine, and representing a tota) expendi-
ture of nearly $30,000. These are print-
ed on heavy plate-paper, with wide mar-
gins, like proofs. The retail price of
the gallery is $7.50, but this year it will
be sold only in connection with a sub-
scription to The Century, the price of
the two together being $6.50.

George Kingsley pithily says: Have
thy tools ready—God will find thee work

ORDER OF SERVICES-FIRST QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE,

1. SiLesew,

sver, Show me thy ways, O Lord ; teach me thy
paths.  Lead me in thy trath, and teach
me,

11, RESFONSIVE SENTENCES, ‘
|

truth unto such as keep his covenant and
his testimonies,

Scioow. All the paths of the Lord are mercy and

Sver, sord, 1 have loved the habitation of thy
house, and the place where thine honor
dwelleth,

Scnoor. One thing have I desired of the Lord, that
will I seek after ; that | may dwell in the
house of the Lord all the days of my life,
1o behold the beauty of the Lord, and to
inquire in his temple.

Svrer, Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary : who
is so great a God as our God?

Scnoow. Blessed are they that keep his testimonies,
and that seek him with the whole heart,

ALL, Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and
into his courts with praise :  Be thank
ful unto him, and bless his name.

1

. SiNaiNe.

IV, Tug Tes COMMANDMENTS, OR THR APOSTLES' Orgrp.

PRAYER, followed Ly the Lord's Prayer in concert.

Vi. SiNixa,

| HL Reciramios o i Trive,

LESSON SERVICE,

+ CLASS STUDY OF THE LEssoy,

I Sixo1NG Lessox Hywy

VEN TEXT, AND Orrnixa
by the school in concert,

1

. REVIEW AND APPLICATION OF THE Lessox, by Pastor or
Superintendent.,

+ SUPPLEMENTAL Lisso, [Special lesson in the Church
Catechism may here he introduced, |

VI Axyovscemesms (especially of the Church Service and

the Epworth League and week-cvening Prayer

Meetings., |

CLOSING SERVICE,

SiNGiNag,

. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES,
Sver, Therefore we onght to give the mo eearnest
heed to the things which we have heard
lest at any time we should let them slip.
Scuoor. 8o teach us to number our days, that we
may apply our hearts unto wisdom. o
satisfy us early with thy mercy ; that we
may rejoics

and be glad all our days,

Sver, And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus,

Scuoou. New unto the King eternal, im.aortal, in
visible, the only wise God, be honor and
glory forever and ever.

_;
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FIRST QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE GogpEL BY, MATTHEW.

A.D.27,) LESSON 1, JESUS AND JOHN., [Jan, 2,
GOLDEN TEXT, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Matt, 3. 17,

AvTnorizen VERsI0N, ! RevisED Versiow,
Matt. 3. 7-17, [ Commit to memory verses 13-17,) | 7 liut. when he Saw many "T the Phar'i-sees mlnl
Sad’'du-cees coming to his baptism, he said
{Study Isa. 4. 1-5; Matt. 1 and 2; John I'f unto them, Ye offspring of vipers, who warned
19-34.] 8 you to flee from the wrath to come ? Bring
7 But when he saw many of the Phar'i-sees and | 9 forth therefore fruit worthy of repentance :

ts):‘((*ln;'l‘(;‘:é‘:lc‘l":::'iltl:v:(:ntm:lx::f‘rg“:\"ll:(‘n hl;;nsl?l;\{a;-l:#:; and think not not to say within yourselves, We
) g

You to fiee from the wrath to come » have A'bra-ham to our father; for [ say unto
8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repent- you, that God is able of these stones to raise -
ance ; 10 up children unto A ‘bra-ham. And even now is

9 And think not to say within yourselves, We the ax laid unto the root of the trees: every

I!u\'r".;\':)[p(-’!}u:n tl:‘l umr' tflulhl‘l“:({"l' { say “':'“{ tree therefore that bringeth not forth good
S B PSe 8 L Se ) N
3:!11’1‘;(’11":: ur;m A'\l:‘u-;mom. 108¢ stones to raise up 11 fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire, [

10 And now also the ax js laid unto the root of Indeed baptize you with water unto epant-
the trees : therefore every tree which bringeth ance . but he that cometh after me is mightier
not forth good fruit js hewn down, and cast into than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear :
"hi'l'l;"" st ke " . he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and

indeed baptize you with waf er unto re. | ., . b s 2
pentance : but he that cometh after me is mightier | 12 © {(h fire: whose fan s in his hand, and he
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: Will throughly cleanse his threshing-floor ;
4e shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and and he will gather his wheat into the garner,
with ﬁr"‘-' but the chaff he will burn up with unquench-

12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thor- able fire,

oughly purge his floor, and gather his Wheat | 50 5 N yari
Into the garner; but he will by up the chaff [ 13 Then cometh Je'sus from Gal'i-lee to the

with unquenchable fire, 14 Jor'dan unto John, to be baptized of him, But
13 Then cometh Je'sus from Gal i-lee to Jor'- John would have hindered him saying, I have
dan unto John, to be baptized of him, need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou

14 But John forbade him, saying, 1 have need
to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?

15 And Je'sus answering said unto him Suffer i ¥
i to be so now : fop thus it becometh us to fulfill ,! all. righteousness, Then he suffereth him,

all righteousness, Then he suffered him, b And Je'sus, when he was baptized, went up
16 And Je'sus, when he was baptized, went up straightway from the water; and lo, the
Straightway out of the water : and lo, the heavens | peavens were opened unto him, and he saw

15 tome? But Je'sus answering said unto him,
Suffer it now ; for thus it becometh ug to fulfill

l

were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of | s 8nind ' sscending ve ]
God descending like 4 dove, and Huhllul.l: upon | the f"”" ok "f"l descending as « dove, and
him : 17 coming upon him; and lo, a voice out of the
r ; ;

17 And lo, a voice from heaven, saying, This| heavens, saying, This is my beloved Son, in ‘_
is my beloved Sou, in whom [ am well pleased, | whom I am wel] pleased, ]
L R - EsrEaemmae T

Time.—Aboyt January, A, D, 9; Places, — Th. A voice from heaven. Luke
Eitaer Bethabara, on the Jordan, or springs near | 2. John's witness. John 1, | i
to 8alim, in the very heart of Samaria, Rulers, S, Behold the I, mb! John 1 b
—Pontius Pilate, prncllru!nr(gnvornur)of Judea, | N. Sent before. John 3, 23-36, t
Just appointed : Herod Antipas, tetrarch of
(;‘uli’l;w m;dl ‘l‘l-l Herod Philip (not, however, Lesson Hymns,
the Herod Philip whose wife Herod Antipas had ¢ T ) N
taken), tetrarch of Bashan, Parallel pas. No- 19, Now Canadian Eymnsy 1
sages.—Mark 1, 2-11; Luke 3, 1-23. Compare Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
John 1, 15 34, With all thy quickening powers;

Home Readings, f
M. Jesus and John.  May, 3, 1-9, | No. 21, New Canadian Hymnal,
Tu. Jesus and John, Matt, 3, 10-17, Come, Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire,

W. Prepare the way. Isa, 40, 1-8, Let us thine influence prove;
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No. 4, New Canadian Hymnal, I What separation would his successor surely
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds ' make ?

In a believer's ear ! 2
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds

What prophet predicted the ministry of John ?
?w And drives away his fear,

Mal. 4. 5, 6,

What did Jesus suy about John? Luke 7. 28,

., 2, QUESTIONS FOR
1. John,yv. 7-12,
By what descriptive title is this John known ¢

NIOR SCHOLARS,

2. Jesus, v, 13-17,

What unexpected applicant for baptism came
to John ¢

s and What was his kinskip to Jesus ¢ What journey had Jesus taken ?
) said What was his first message to the world ¢ What shows John's surprise ?
arned What prophecy foretold John’s mission v How did Jesus remove John’s scruples ¢
Bring How are his appearance and habits deseribed v | A Jesus came up from his baptism what
ance : Whom did he deny being, and what did he opened to him ¢
5, We claim? John 1, 19-23, | What wonderful vision had John ¢
unto What was his te: imony to Jesus v | What did he subsequently say of his vision *
raise ~ What unexpected visitors came to John's bap- | John 1. 83, 34,
oW is tism ? | Whence did John hear a voice ¥
very What command did he lay upon them ¢ What did it say to him?
z00d What warning did he utter ? From whom did the voice proceed ?
0. [ Whose coming did Le announce ¢ On what other occasion was similar testimony
ent- What work of separation was predicted ¥ heard? Luke 9, 35,
tier 2. Jesus, v. 13-17. | When again did the Father testify to his Son?
ear : Whence did Jesus come, and for what pur- | John 12, 28,
and pose ? | Practical Teachings.
| he What was the probable distance and route of [ where in this lesson are we shown—
or ; the Journey ) “ 1. An example of humility »
ler, What objection did John ruise ¢ 2. An example of obedience to law ?
ch- How did Jesus overcome the objection ? 3. That Jesus is the Son of God ¥
What strange sight followed the baptism »
Fllc ] \\'vh;u message was there first heard ¢ Gorpes | QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
Jut Texr. w SCHOLARS.
Ve Where and by whom were these words again B
# hsandd ' Where was John preau-hi_ng now ¢ In l‘lu' wil-
m, What says Peter of this message ¥ 2 Peter 1, 17, | d"r,“p“ of Judea, not far from Jericho.
ill ) ’ \\'hy (l!nl he call upon the people to repent ?
n. Teachings of the Lesson. ‘ \\'hy did he baptize people ? See Luke 3.3,
i 1. Fruits are thereal test of life, Repentance | Why did many want to put uwny.lh\-lr sing?
ko means much more than words or emotions, To | S0 as to be ready for the new King.
A " Quit your meanness "' is a long step toward the| How old was Jesus now? About thirty
| kingdom, years old,
# 2. Christ is the true tester of character He | Why did he come to John to be baptized »
0 scparates true from false, virtue from vice, good | He chose todo the thing that was right
fromevil. His teaching is like Ithuriel's spear, | for us to do,
) His judgment will be just and final, | How did John learn that Jesus was the

3. The beloved Son lacks no indorsement, The | Messiah? John 1, 33,
Holy Spirit anointed him i the Father approved | What happened ““l“r Jesus was baptized
him ; the saints adore him i the devils fear and i What does the coming of the Holy Spirit gives
tremble.  His name is “ high over all." Strength for work.
How do we know that we may have the Holy
QUESTIONS FOR 1IN RMEDIATE |[Spirit? Jesus said so. John 16.7,
SCHOLARS.
1. John, v, 7-12
What unexpects

isitors did John sec? ‘ THE LESSON CATECHISM,
What pungent question did he ask them ? (For the entire school.)

What demand did he make on them ?

How did he rebuke their pride of ancest
What prophecy of judgment did he utter ¢
What two baptisms did he contrast »

1. From what did John the Baptist warn the
people to fice?  From the wrath to come,
« How did he say he baptized the people?
With water unto repentance,

_;




/ 10 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, [dan. 2,

h would baptize | 6. What was said by the voice from heaven
shost and with | GoLoes Texr ., o This is,” cte,

3. How did he say the Me
the people? With the Holy
fire,

4. Who came to him to he buptized ¥ Jesus. { OUR l‘lll?lll‘l'l CA 3 :
"hs y 3 . . 3 .y | the humiliation of €| asmade man, ane

5. What came l",")," 'h_'\‘h from the “!" Al l‘i:'cd Yy nr.l~ u; pn\.m'x ffering and neglect,
heavens® The Spirit of God nlmcvndmu' 2. What lesson d]o this teach -m!l '=l|c high
i o v h(]nll\“‘ ]]"l upon human nature, anc ¢ great
like a dove. virtue of humility.

1. What was

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
BY J. L. HURLBUT, DD,
John and Jesus.
L. Jonn, IL Jeses

I. Fearless. Vipers, : | 1 Lowly. 7ol baptizd, v, 13,
Woe unto you, Matt 14, [ Meek and lowly.  Matt, 11,
|

Ye serpents,  Matt. 2 s This mind be in you, Phil, 2, )
2. Practical.  Bring forth, Jraits, v, S 2 Holy. Nodto bebaptized, v, 14,

A godly sorrow. 2 Cor. 7. 10, 11 Holy, harmless, undefiled. Heb, 7., 26,

Wicked forsake his way. lIsa. 5 ‘ That holy thi Luke 1. 35,

W, T,

3. Faithfals Az s laid. v. 9,10, | 3 Obedient. Thus it bcomcth, v, 15,

i Cut itdown. Luke 13. 6-9, f Magnify the law. Isa, 42, 21,
a8 Abide not....cast forth. John 15, ! The obedience of one.  Row, 5. 19,
t 4 Evangelical. Cometh after me, vy 11, 12, L Anointed.  Spvit of Gd, v, 16,
{ Behold the Lamb ! John 1. 29, | With the Holy Ghost.  Acts 10, 38,
Bare witness of him. John 1, 15 | Put my 8pirit upon him. Is ¥

| 5. Humble. Not worthy to ar. v, 11. | 5 Wy elored Son, v,

il Iam not the Christ. John 1. 20, | His only hegotten Son

He must increase. John 3,

By his Son. e, 1. 1

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOT

After a year of studies in the Acts and the Epistles we turn to the life of Jesus as told by
] Matthew. There is not room in these brief notes to repeat the arguments that have convineed the
best scholarship of Christendom that the gospel we now study has a right to bear the name of the
gl publican apostle. Nor have we Space to say much concerning the peculiarities of the book, But
it is well to remember that it was almost certainly one of the fipst two, and perhaps the first, of the
#ospels to be written ; that it bears in its accounts of the words and doings of Jesus a close resem-
blance to the accounts of Mark, especially, and of Luke : that its writer pays little or no attention !
to the chronological order of events ; and, most notable of ull, that there is a peculiar Jewish flavor
about it. The Sermon on the Mount as reported by Matthew abounds in

1068 to

the Mosaic law ; a knowledge of Jewish customs and of the geography of Pulestine is everywhere :
assumed ; and repeatedly Matthe ppeals to the prophecies of the Old Te ament as finding theip ¢
fulfillment in Jesus of Nazareth, This characteristic of the first gospel has led to the statement o
that it was written especially for Jewish Christians. Matthew gives more fully than Mark or Luke \
the discourses of Jesus Christ, only about one fourth of his hook being in narrative fopn, 3
The first two ('lmp'.grs of Matthew’s gospel tell of the “annunciation * 1o Joseph, of the birth of 1l
Jesus, of the visit of the wise men of the East, of the flight into Egypt, and the return to N a- bk

reth ; the first six verses of the chapter from which our lesson is taken tell of the beginni g of |
the ministry of John the Baptist, Concerning all these facts except the last the gospel of Mark is
silent, 80 is the gospel of John, which, however, hegins in the eternities of God with facts that

AL
must always be mysterious to mortal men, Luke, in tracing the life of Jesus upto the fi 3

‘s of oup
lesson, begins with a genealogy, which differs from that of Matthew ; he omits the “annuncia-

> W w
tion " to Joseph, but recounts that to the Virgin Mar : glves us onr only record of the birth a
of John the Baptist ; omits the story of the visit of the wise men, but tells of the angels' song and d:
the shepherds’ visit ; records the circumeision of our Lord and his presentation in the temple, but de

omits the flight into Egypt ; tells of the visit to Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve years old, and of
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vighteen years spent in Nazareth, If we had to depend wholly on Matthew, we should have lit
knowledge of the order in which the events of our Lord's life came, The best chronological -
rangement of the life of Christ for the Sunday school teacher is a tiny Outline Handivok of the Ly
of Christ, compiled by Professors W, A, Stevens and E. D. Burton, Throughout the Berean Series
of Bible Studies we follow that arrangement. The teacher ean hardly be too often reminded thut
the dating of most of the minor events of the New Testament record is not exact.  The best that
scholarship can do is to fix with more or less of certainty the year, and in a few cases the day, of
the great and notable events, and guess the relation in time of other events 1o them, Ou SSOn
to-day is an account of the beginniug of the public career of our Lord, and gives a specimen of the
preaching of John the Baptist and an account of his baptism of Jesus,

Verse 7. He. John the Baptist, the son of a cepted Christ, as John desired them to, there
priest named Zacharias ; about s X months older ‘ is little likelihood that that doom would hyve
than our Lord, whose cousin he was,  He began | fallen upon them,
his ministry apparently a very short time before | 8, Bri g forth fiuits meet for repentance.
the baptism of Jesus, and he did not live long | It is as if he said, ““ All who come here come to
afterit. He lived among the rough and rocky | be 1 Ptized, and that isan emblem and sign that
hills to the northwest of the Dead Sea; but ap- | they have repented, You Pharisees and Saddu-
parently came into the cities at times, for he
haddirectly reproved Herod Antipas for his adul-
tery with Herodias, The whole matter of his | ““ Meet " means fit,
preaching is condensed by the evangelist into 9. Think not to say within yourselyes,
the sentence, ‘‘Repent, for the kingdom of | Do not flatter yourselves, We have Abraham
lieaven is at hand.” The common people ln'-' to our father. We have him as our fathir
iieved that he came from God, and that ) The promise of God was to the children of Abry-

cees come here ; so you, 0o, are pretending to

repent.  But let us see some suitable signs.™

his life was the fulfiliment of one of the [ ham, and the crowds believed that their salvation
tmost notable prophecics of Isaiah, His coarse | in eternity, if there was an eternity, was secured
clothing, which bore resemblance to the by their descent from Abraham. ¢ The pillow
traditional covering of the prophets, his poor | on which the ation so fatally reposed became
food, and the general austerity of his life | the rock on which at length it split.” —Byo
seemed to suit his mission, People called him | God is able of these stones to raise up
**the Baptizer,” and crowded from all directions [ children unto Abraham. God doesn't necd
wl‘m'l*i\'«-Insmnll)‘ml\'icvumlln]u-rl’nrmlhcsim- you to make good his promise, If you sin,
ple rite which he had adopted as an emblem of | you must perish ; and if you perish, God can
the cleansed and pure ife which he exhorted his easily raise up a righteous generation as seed to
countrymen to follow. Most of his ministry was | Abraham. He will do it, too, even though he has
spent near the Jordan, but John tells us that he [ to use the pebbles of Jordan for his miracle,
also baptized at springs in the heart of Samaria, 10. Now also the ax is laid unto the root
The Pharisees and Sadducees. Sce Criticar | of the trees, There is no time 11 gpara- the
AND HOMILETICAL NoTES, Ogeneration of vi- woodcutter has brought the blade ¢

pers. Brood of snakes, John Wasnotengaging in | to the trunk of the tree. The destru. . ., r

personal abuse of his hearers, These men had whivln\'usﬂmxrmlh«n-,thisnx.\mslheRomnn em-
ome as representatives of their sects, and these | pire, to which Judea belonged asa province, The
seets with serpentine coils were fastening them-

Romans would cut down the nation the moment
selves about the nation and stinging it to death. | God empowered them to do so. But the figure of
John’s terrible speech was a just judgment of speech is wide in its bearing ; and of every human
their wicked characters, They were the poi- | being who is unfruitful and does not use his
soners of the nation’s religious principles,  Our | privileges it is true that already the ax is laid to
Lord afterward applied the same phrase to them. | his roots, Hew down and cast into the fire,
Who hath warned you. Who was it taught | If a fruit tree won’t bear frait, we will cut it down
your To fiee from the wrath to come.

and use it as fuel, and plant a tree that will. Al
John’s other hearers shrank from a doom which | these words seem to us plainly to refer to what
was definitely expected—the great and terrible | John foresaw—the approaching destruction of
day of the Lord described by Malachi—and that Jerusalem and the ruin of the Jewish polity,
doom came in many ways, but especially in the

But doubtless it means much more than this,
destruction of Jerusalem. If the Jowish nation

Just at this point in the sermon the multitudes
had sincerely and thoroughly repented and ac- interrupted him, asking, “What shall we do to

,.
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—
avoid the terrible retribution *" This we learn
from Luke. This showed their sincerity, He
@ave them directions that luu-lnuuizucxm-lly with
those of the Sermon on the Mount, Publicans
and soldiers, that 1%, outcast Jews and foreigners,
asked the same question, and in each case received
for answer an exbortation to resist the prevalent
sins of the day. There are intimations in Luke's
zospel that the passage beginning with verse 11
Was part of a direct reply to a deputation of
prominent citizens from Jerusalem who came to
investigate the case of John. All this shows
what & hold he had on the hearts of the people at
large.

11. Iindeed. (‘nmx-nsllnghhnm-lrwi(hmm
that was to come, Baptize you with water
umo repeutance. The water that cleanses
your bodies I use as a symbol of the cleansing of
your moral natures, which has come if your re-
pentance is genuine, if you have had a full change
of purpose from wrong to right, “The higher
powers of the unseen world were to be mani-
fested uflerwurd.”—l‘IumpIrr. There is every rea-
S0n to believe that baptism of Jews was a quite
new and strange performance, so new and strange
as tostartle the nation, Proselytes had been bap-
tized, but never Jews, He that cometh after
me, His hearers would understand him to refer
directly to the Messiah, for all along he had an-
nounced himself as the Messiah’s forerunner,
Mightier than I, e proceeds to show that the
Messiah’s superior might is to be shown both by
his mercy and by his justice. Whose shoes I
am not worthy to bear. Luke has a phrase
€ven stronger than this, * The thong of whose
sandals I am not worthy to unloose,” Shoes or
sandals were fastened on the feet by thongs, The

nmeanest slave of the household cared for the shoes |

of the master of the house. This gave point to
our Lord’s washing of the disciples® feet, By
this figure John sought to show his own relation
to the Messiah. He shall baptize youn with
the Holy Ghost and with fire, The teacher
should nevep forget that this isafigure of speech,
The first thought is that the souls thus baptized
have poured upon them divine holiness and
wisdom ; the second is that they are purified
as gold is puvified, by subjection to a power
that burns away everything that is evil and fills
them with fiery zeal, 1 Suppose that the double
figure was used because water and fire are the
most familiar emblems of purification,

12, Whose fan is in his hand. The win.
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|
absolutely clear of chaff and of all useless stuff,
| Gather his wheat into the garner, Pre-
| serve it in his storehouse. Burn up the chaff
[with unquenchable fire. The refuse of the
“'lhrcnhiuu floor was used in ancient Palestine for
fuel. It burned like tinder or paper, and when
!surh a fire was lighted it was absolutely un-
"quunchuhl«-. It would consume the chaft before
it could be extinguished by any other process,
If one ask the meaning of each of the members
of this parable, we may suppose God’s fan to be
the Romans, who were his ax in verse 10, The
| preaching of the Gospel, however, was also a true
vinnowing fan; the threshing floor in the first
case would be the Jewish nation ; in the second,
Christendom ; the wheat would be the true be-
lievers in Christ, the garner the kingdom of God,
| the chaff useless souls, and the fire God’s Jjudg-
| ment., Read carefully all that is told about John
the Baptist in Luke 8 and John 1,

13. Then cometh Jesus.. . .to be baptized.
“In all things it behooved him to be made like
unto his brethren.” He came from Galilee,
where, in the town of Nazareth, he had lved
from his childhood up. Probably he had labored
as a carpenter until the age of thirty. Matt. 13,
55; Mark 6. 8 ; Luke 8. 23

14. John forbade him. “Sought to hinder
him.”  The words of Luke seem to indicate that
the baptism was over and the crowds had gone
when Jesus stepped forward, I have need to
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to
me ? “The emphasis of this most remarkable

'spvvch,” says Dr. Brown, “lies all in the pro-
"nnuns.” Shajl the Master be baptized by the
’svr\'unl? Shall the Saviour be baptized by the
sinner? John feels his measureless inferiority to
Jesus.,

15, Suffer it to be so now. For the present
let it pass; both you, the baptizer, and I, the
Messiah. To fulfill all righteousness, Every
holy custom, every godly institution,  Jesus
seems to recognize the im-nnurui[y of the act
which so startles John, but as a representative
of mankind it becomes his duty to receive the
rite, and as a baptizer it becomes John's duty to
administer it, Then he suffered him. Did as
he was told,

16. Went up straightway ount of the
| water, Immediately, Luke adds, *“ While he
was praying.” The heavens were opened
unto him. It seems to be plainly implied thag
this vision was given to our Lord and the Baptist

nowing fork has already been lifted by the divine | only, Dosconding like a dove., Luke adds,

Hushandman,, The *“fan " threw up the crushed
Wheat against the w ind, and so released from it
the  worthless chaff.  He win thoroughly

| was
Purge his floor, 1iis threshing floor shall Iu"

"“ In bodily form,» Lighting upon him, Nes-

tling upon his head, It is not likely that thers
ANy material dove ; neither was this vision

the result of the imagination, Thre spirit of Jesus
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and the spirit of John actually received this com- I
munication by sight and sound from the actual
world of spirits. That the Spirit of God should
descend like a dove is in accordance with the em-
blematic character of the whole transaction, The
dove represented the undefiled (Sol. Song 6. 9),
harmless (Matt. 10, 16), gentle, meek character
(Sol. Song 2: 14). It was the emblem of peace
(Gen. 8. 11), and of beauty (Psalm 68, 13). It was
the popular national symbol of Israel, and, so
far as this manifestation was made knowu
abroad, it would doubtless mark Jesus in publie
opinion as the ideal, typical, representative Is-
raelite, and, therefore, by implication the Mes-
siah. John understood the marvel to iudi('ulul

SUNDAY SCHoo
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this. “I knew him not,” he says ; “ but he that
seut me said, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit
descending and remaining on him, the same is
he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost, And |
saw and bare record that this is the Sonof God,”

17. A voice from heaven. Probably heard
only by the Lord and by the Baptist. This is
my beloved Son. This answered all the ques-
tions that may have been whirling in the Bap-
tist’s excited mind. What its effect was on
Jesus we may only reverently guess 3 but it may
have brought to his human consciousness a ¢ r-
tain assurance and attestation, In whom 1
am well pleased. “ In whom I delight.”  See
Isa. 42, 1,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verses 7«12 picture the need and character of
John’s ministry, There was a necessity for it in
the falsc conception of the Messianic kingdom
that prevailed throughout the nation, and the
consequent low moral tone of the people,

The Pharisees and Sadducees were the domi-
nant parties in Israel. The Pharisees represented
the more spiritual portion of the people, They
took their rise about two centuries before our era
in an effort to resist the introduction of Greek
philosophy into the ancient faith. They stood
for righteousness as defined by the law, They
believed in the verity of the invisible. They rep-
resented the orthodoxy of the realm, Their very
name defines their aim and their profession,
‘‘ Pharisee " means * holiness,”

The Sadducees also were loyal Jews, but they
had lost their faith in the supernatural. They
denied all spiritual existences and influences,
They were the materialists of the nation, Most
of the Jews of rank belonged to this class and
they were thoroughly worldly,

Unlike as these two parties were, they were a
unit in their faith in their nation, They were
‘‘the children of Abraham,” and therefore of
destiny. They believed that the great salvation
which the prophets foretold their Messiah would
bring to Israel was national emancipation rather
than deliverance from sin, Thus by processes
entirely different these two parties formed the
same conception of the mission of the Messiah,
And it was essentially false, namely, that it was
political rather than spiritual,

This utterly false conception made it necessary
that the nation be prepared for the new and true
idea by a divinely authenticated teacher, Other-
wise it could not be realized, The people must
know that there is another redemption for Israel

than deliverance from Rome, 1 srael’s curse was

not its political subjugation, but its sin, Its sul-
vation was not national liberty, but forgiveness,

John was peculiarly and providentially quali-
fled for this mission to prepare Israel for the
Messiuh. His father's office and vision, his pre-
ternatural birth, his early consecration, his as-
cetic habit, his fiery eloquence, and especially the
towering character of the man, all combined to
command the attention of the nation. Besides
his own conviction of the nearness of the Mes-
slah, whose witness he was to be, awakened g
kindred conviction among his countrymen.

John accompanied his preaching by a water
baptism, which had a double significance : 1.
Cleansing from pollution, Such washings were
common in Jewish ceremony. 2. Preparation for
the Messiah., It wasa common expectation that
the Messiah would inaugurate his kingdom with
great mational lustrations,

13-17. Why did Jesus, who was himself with-
out sin, submit to the baptism of John $

A common reply, which has been variously
stated by Suhlrh-rmmlwr, Meyer, Jacobus, and
others, is that our Lord was now at the age of
the priests at their entrance into office (Num, 4.
3). He would at this time submit to baptism in
order to receive the Messianic consecration, and
thenceforth by divine authority enter upon his
work,

But it is fatally objected that there is no bibli-
cal suggestion of a consecration to the Messianic
office by water baptism. Besides, baptism by
water is usually understood as a confession of
defilement, and is, therefore, hardly compatible
with the Messianic dignity,

Another answer (Godet, Clarke, Abbott, ete.)
is that in being baptized Jesus surrenders him-
self to the m)vement which at this time was
drawing all the people toward God. Thus he is
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|
t} reat exemplar, By example as by iustruc- | would be complete,” adds Dr. Tristram, There

tion he shows that true nety will submit to the | is a fine t wool of the camel from which many
ordinances and forms by which all righteousness | uarticles of dress are made, which are very com
exhibits itself, fortable compared with the goat's-hair garments
We think, however, that the view held by Elli- | common to the desert folk.  John has no use for
ity Meyer, and others is nearer to the heart of | the rich sash of silk Which men of wealth big,
the Saviour's reason, Though Jesus had no sin | about theip loins, but he is full dressed with e
't his own to wash away, he was, nevertheless, | girdle of skin wound about this garment of
ere as the bearer of the sins of ers. For the | coarse hair, possibly such as is worn by the poorer
puarpose of saving it he ident himself with "abs of the present day ; a camel’ -hair cloak
the race that was under the thraldom of sin, e |and a broad sheepskin girdle. He i no luxuri-
went down to the baptism confessing the sins of | ous liver, e is content with the locusts which
the world and braying for all that was needful to | the poorest beggar in ‘Pt or Nubia can affor
take it away, John having this confession, was | to-day : so cheapand soabundant that in Arabia
ady prepared to cry, * Belold the lamb of | they are sold by measure, They are cooked hy
God," ete | throwing them alive for a few minutes into boil-
— “’m: water, well salted, taken out and dried in the

sun, the head, feet, and wings taken off, and the
rest dumped into sacks for the breakfast of the

Thoughts for Young People,

Preparation for Work.

| Bedouin wherever ho m W camp,  The bees fird
} Lo Notice that Jisus waited vty yeures fore be natural hives in the cleft of the rocks, and the
| wing his work,  1le was not in haste o hegin it, flowers which carpet the ground furnish the food
} t prepared himself fully, and when 1he hour | whic h thest busy creatures in their wondrous
i me was ready.  Let us not foel anxtous if our lahoratory make into honey, the searching fop
| work does pot open hefore us at once, When which becomes g Iucrative Occapation to the
i; God needs us he will show us oup field,  Mean- tribes of the wilderness,
| while prepare Not only the wilderness people, but the Phari- |
o Jisus put Jimnself fully in Sympathy with thos | Secs and the Sadducees, flocked to John's preach- P
Jor whom he copected to work, He went among the | jpe though they were descendants of Abraham,
prople and was baptized as though he wasa Pen- |l and no circumeised person could be possibly
itent.  Thus early he began to bear the cross, So sent to Gehenna. Every Jew was sure of admi;
let us enter into l‘ullm\'ship with those who need | gion into  paradise because he repeated the
our aid, Shema, * Hear, hear, O Israel ; the Lord our Giod
o The baptism of Jesus implied a full conseeration | isone Lord 1 Although the Talmud encouraged n
w God and his cause, 8o let us publicly and fully their pride of ancestry by saying, * A single Is- p
devote ourseives to God’s service ; for only as we raelite is worth more to God than all the people fi
I are consecrated can we be successful. A holy [ i have been or shall be,” yet this weighed noth- (.
{ work needs holy workers, ing in the presence of this powerful preacher, h
| & Wemay, like onr Saviour, do good by our ez. proclaiming the mighty democracy of the king- b
@nple Lo others, in acts which we do not need fir our- "(lnm of God, that everyone who had sinned must e

I slves.  We may not need, for example, to sign a | repent before God,

‘; | temperance pledge to k""{"""'”"l""* from intem- This powerful man seesanother coming, whose

[1 perance, yet we should do it for the sake of others, ‘ superiority he declares by affirming that, if he

: Se For the work o ""‘f’ e need the baptism of the should claim hospitality at his hands, he was not

I Holy Ghost.  This will G us power with men,  See worthy to perform the humble service of carry- 3¢

I how much the apostles accomplished after the ing or untying his shoes, a kindly office, per- th

{ Holy 8pirit came upon them, formed only by the lowest menial, This man, he W

1 — says, is to set up a moral kingdom, with the se- me
Ol‘ienlElIiSIhS of the Leseon, verest discriminations on ethical lines. His fan wi

is in his hand—a simple metaphor to the Hebrew ;

BY J. T\ GRacgy, n.p, farmer, who with his wooden fork threw his Yo

John the Bapti clothed with a coarse fabric | threshed grain against the wind that it might be ;‘,,\
, like our drugget, woyen from the shaggy camel's winnowed from the light chaff until every par- Ch
H hair, like that which Elijah of olq had worn, was ticle of the good grain on his threshing floor

preaching the Bospel of repentance, Men of the shall be separated from the husk, This sinless .nu"f;
Be-«l\\'ylrihvrmun the desert wearing this single man, that he might complete the ceremonial sim
garment, drawn in rounq the waist by a strip of | formula of righteousiess, comes to be baptized giv
half-tanned skin, “ without which 1O Arab toilet | of John, and later the heavens are opened and ma
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the Holy Spirit “in o bodily shape like a dove him go away into the qesc rtoand see if be can
descends upon hin, draw the inhabit

ants from the large cities to hear
== Moy

John's baptism wg new and peculiar rite,  him, as John did

¢ people queried if it was from le aven or of
men. It has been said that it might have been
suggested by the various ablutions op washings
that were prescribed in the Mosaic ritual ; but !

omall these it differed in many respects, They
were enacted only as instruments of purification |
from ceremonial defilemen
another character and obj

I ean tell whether a ( hristian is growing, In
proportion to his growth in ‘e he will elevate
his Master and become smaller and smaller in
his own eem, until, like the morning star, he
ay before the rising sun. Jonathan was

fades av

willing to decrease, that David might increase,
John's baptism had Horatio Bowar,

Dr. Hanna well |
says, with a few exceptional cases they were all |
performed with the person's own hands who
went through the process of purification ; this
was performed by another, by the hands of John

bimself or some of his disciples. The cep

Perses 13-15,  Joln could confront kings with
rebuke ; he could unmask Ph risees with indig
nation ; but before the preseice of Christ all his
lofty bearing falls, As when some unknown
Lehecks the flight of the eagle, and makes
him settle with |
Plumage on the gy

dreg

hed seream and droo :

monial baptisms op washings were repeated as

i, so before the purity of
sinless life the wild prophet of the desc et becomes
like a submissive and timid child. e who had

often as the defilement was renewed ; this was
administered only once, [t has Leen suggested

it have been hoy
rowed froim the proselyte baptism of the Jews
Nevertheless, it had marked peculiarities of
wn, It stood distinguished from all, Jewish
18, as also it has ever stood distinguished from Verses 16, It is a forgotten truth that
the Christian rite ordained by
Who received the baptism of John were rebap- bendent on the Holy Ghost, To the prophets at
tized on their admission into the Christian !]"' """'"}"‘”“:"f”'"“' work or for special sery
Church, | dce |h<*‘,'.'lll “f.llll' Holy
pera— [ ure. To him it was
it comprised espec
powers.—=Stalker,
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM, b

the baptism of John mij % 3

At the baptism o Uy received the confessions of others now reverently
mukes his own, “ 1 Lave need to be baptized of
thoe, =< Cunmi Forray

sus, for those the manhood of Jesus was from first to last de

Ghost was given in meas
re, and
ally the gift of miraculous

By Way of Ilustration,

Jesus and John, John's preaching contained no
message of divine help. In this respect his
preaching was a preparation for the more hope- | BY MRS, 3. 0 KNowLEs,
ful and inspiring message of the Christ. Before| we begin the year with studi
Christ’s baptism he was a preacher of the law, Jesus, However often we m read these records
his sermon being, Repent.,”  After Christ's Wenever can exhaust their tr isures of the word.
baptism he became a preacher of the Gospel, his Each new vein of gold we follow leads to richer
sermon being, “ Behold the Lamb of God ! » If, findings. T wish we might search for them this
as is probable, his preaching, recorded in John's new year with something like the eagerness with
€ospel, occurred about the day of atonement, his  which men search for the Klondike gold.
figure, “Behold the Lamb of God which taketh Asweread this lesson we scethere isa prepara-
away the sin of the world,” was easily understood, ' tion necessary for the coming of the Lord, John,
joth he and his listeners must have had in mind the story of whose birth you have read in the first
the scapegoat, on which the sins of the people | chapter of Luke, was prophesied of long before
were symbolically laid on the great day of atone- | as the messenger who should prepare the way for
ment, and by which they were borne off into the  Jesus. And now he comes as the voice of one in
wilderness, to be known no more, - Lyman Abbott, | the wilderness erying, ¢ Prepare ye the way of

A Revival in Judea, 1f you take up history, [ the Lord,” ete. See Luke 3, 4-6. And when the
you will see that every Church has sprung out of | people agked him what they must do he said the
revivals. This was the mightiest work the | first thing necessary to prepare for the coming of
Church had seen, Thousands flocked fromtowns | the Lord isto repent of yoursins, e told them
and cities to hear a man without temple or social plainly that outward forms meant nothing ; the
influence, neither a Levite nor a scholar, but | religion of Jesus, while it is a religion of forgive-
simply John, a heaven-sent man with a heaven- | nessand love, is radical in its requirements. The
given name, In New York or any large city a [ cutting off branches of the tree of sin is not suf-
man of note can gather a large audience ; but let ficient; *‘the ax must be laid at the root,” The

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

es in the life of
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old selfishness must be torn up by the roots ; if a ’ Before the Class,
man had two coats, he must give one to him that
had none ; if he had been dishonest in business,
he must face about at once and be fair ; if he had | Intvoduction, The verses given for the jesson
oppressed those under him, he must treat them | should be divided and the two parts treated sep-
with brotherly kindness, and he content wilh‘urul«l), Verses 7-12 give an account of the
Jjust wages without defrauding others, | Preaching of John, and verses 13 17 an account
John’s faithful words are spoken to us as truly [ of the Buptism of Jesus, Th two may be
asto the people of Jerusalem and all Judea, We ! connected at the close of the lesson, As an in-
must prepare the way of the Lord and make his | troduction to the first part (verses i-12) review
paths straight in our hearts betore he can fill them [the class upon the life of John, recalling his
Wwith his pardon, peace, and presence, Every |1, Parentuge. 2, Birth, 3, Training, 4. May-
valley shall be exalted—those low, earthly desires | pep of life, Message. 6, Success, Indi
that have taken up ourtime and thoughts must be ‘,\uml' of the reasons for his success, such as
turned to higher things. The mountain of pride | 1, Tye unrest and expectancy of the people,
must be brought low ; hewiilnot force his way into | 9, Facts connected with his birth, which facts
a proud, sinful heart. The crooked must lwmu«lr‘m-ru probably more or less known, 3. His
straight; sullen, selfish tempers we have been too '«ln'm't proclamation  concerning himself, See
willing to give way to must be brought nmlvr'.!ulm ) S 4. His manner of living. 5. His
control ; if we have cherished anger, envy, "Irl message,
kind thought toward any, we must resolutely put | Asan introduction to the second part (verses
it all away ; and we must forgive others if \\'o" 13-17) review the few known faets of Jesus's
hope ourselves to be forgiven. Will you not lueur! life up to this time; 1, Annunciation, 2. Birth,
the voice speaking to you this very day, prepare | 3, Presentation, 4, Egyptian sojourn, 5. Visit
ye the way of the Lord? When he enters your [ to the temple, 6, Quiet life at Nazareth, He is
heart he will make a thorough change, Every | now about thirty years old, and ready to take up
power of mind and soul he will make the most of. | his great work,
You will never be at your best until Jesus has | 1y velopment of the Text, We are concerned
unhindered way in all your being. He will burn to-day, first, with the sermon of John and its ap-

| BY GEORGE W. PEASE,

ite

up with the fires of his loye all the chaff of sin, plications, and, second, with the baptisn csus
and his Holy Spirit will purify and make all and its symbolism, Outline John’s sermon some-
things new. what as follows ; Repentance ; 1. Its urgency—the

‘klng«lum of heaven is at hand, Now is the ac-
cepted time, 2, Its ofice—to prepare the way of
the Lord. We are impelled to repentance by the

A brief review of John the Baptist's ministry, | power of God, and when we do repent the Lord
and of the character of his preaching....What | comes into our lives and dwells with us, 3, Its
his baptism implied in those who received it,.., results—our lives may then bear worthy fruits,

A word-picture of Jesus leaving Nazareth and these fruits, being approved of God, being tangi-
coming to Bethabara, route of his Jjourney, ete. | ble evidence of our repentance. 4. Its relation
....The meeting of Jesus and John....What | to the individual—a personal matter, and is
spirit did John show » Insight, humility, obe- called for from everyone. See verse9, 5, Its
dience. .., The 8pirit shown by Jesus on this oc- relation to salvation—the first step. Verse 10,
casion, . .. Avoid long discussion on the form of | 6, The baptism of water accompanies it as a
baptism, state the argument on each side briefly, | symbol i the baptism of the Spirit follows it as a
and seek the spiritual teachings of the lesson. .., purifying fire, as a Spiritual power to enable
What the baptism of Jesus implied, or it pur- 'man to overcomo in the future, 7, The specific
pose in connection with his ministry. .. .Show directions concerning worthy fruits given the
how Jesus was prepared for his work as Re- people, the publicans, and the soldiers, Luke 3,
deemer: 1. By his personality, as both man and | 10-14,

God. 2. By his sympathy with men, 3, By his While John is preaching and baptizing in the
baptism as an act of consecration, 4. By the wilderness Jesus offers himself for baptism,
baptism of the Holy Ghost.. ., A locomotive may | Note the immediate recognition of Jesus by
be in perfect order, with boilers filled with water, | John, Did he know Jesus as the Messiah, or did

and yet it will not move a train of cars until fire | he simply recognize in him a remarkably pure,

hasbeen applied to it. 8o the workman for God | noble character? What diq Jesus’s reply indi-
needs, in addition to every ntht-rpwpamtion, that | cate? Show that Jesus was fulfilling to the let
of the fire of the Holy Ghost, ter all the laws and ordinances of religion,

The Teachers’ Meeting.
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Then comes the double miracie of the dove and
the voice, 1, Asan answer to the prayer of Je-
sus. 2. As a sign to John, 3 Asa testimony
from the Father to the sonship and character of
Christ,

Speclfle application, The lesson is very plain
for us to-day, it being set b fore our eyes by the
clear teaching of John and the symbolie action
of Jesus, Repentance, true repentance, must be
shown by our deeds, The baptism of John sym-
bolized the renouncing of gin by the recipient,
and thus John, preaching repentance, baptized
all who would renounce their past life of sin and

turn their eyes upward to Jesus and forward to
hetter things,

Jesus, at (he very beginning of
his ministry, by his symbolie baptism, an-
nounced the same fact to the world—that to be
well pleasing to God everything that was sinful
wust be given up, and the outer life must show
in deeds the inner life of the Spirit,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Come, Holy Ghost, our hearts ingpire,
Come, Holy Ghost, in love,

Almighty Spirit, we confess,

Now is the accepted time,

When Jesus comes,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 17
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Jesus, thou e rlasting King,
Father, to thee my soul I lift,
He has come,
Sowing in the morning,
Wecome thy praise to sing,
References,
FREEMAN'S HANDBOOK,

Verse 11 Carrying
sandals, 633,

Verse 12; Winnowing grain, 64,

Blackboard,

BY J. T. HARTNAGEL,
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GOLDEN TEXT, For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to su

LESSON 11, JESUS TEMPTED.

them that are tempted. Heb, 2. 18,

AUTHORIZED VERsioN. H
[Compare Luke 4, 1-13 and Heb, 4, 14- 16,
Matt. 4, 1-11,

[ Commit to me mory verses 4-11,]
1 Then was Je'sus led up of the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted of the devil,

2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty
nights, he was afterward ahungered,

8 And when the tempter came to him, he said,
If thou be the Son of God, command that these
stones be made bread.

4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,

5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy
city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,

6 And saith unto him, I thou be the 8on of

od, cast thyself down : for it is written, He shall
give his angels cha concerning thee: and in
their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any
time thou dash thy foot against a stone,

REVISED VEgsion,
1 Then was Je'sas led up of the 8pirit into 1},e
2 wilderness to be tempted of the devil, And
when he had fasted forty days and forty nights,
3 he afterward hungered. And the tempter
came and said unto him, If thou art the Son
of God, command that these stones become”
4 bread. But he answered and said, It is writ-
ten, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
5 of God. Then the devil taketh him into the
holy ¢ity ; and he set him on the pinnacle of
6 the temple, and saith unto him, If thou art the
8on of God, cast thyself down: for it is Writ-
ten,
He shall give his angels charge concerning
thee
And on their hands they shall bear thee up,
Lest haply thou dash thy foot against

stone,
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T Je'sus said unto him, Tt is written again, | 7 Je'sus said unto him, Again it is written,
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God,
S Again, the d(~vi|ll:|kn~lh him up into an ex-| 8 Again, the devil taketh him unto anexceeding
m-mh;lu high ';]10‘]"'“"" un«ll showeth him all the high mountain, and showeth him all the king-
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them ; 9 doms of the world, and the glory of them ; and
# And saith unto him, All these (him.zs_\\'ill I' he said unto him, All these things will I give
give thee, if thou wilt full down and worship me, thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me,
10 Then saith Je'sus unto him, Get thee hence, | 10 Then saith Je'sus unto him, Get thee hence,
Sw'tan : for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Sa'tan: for it written, Thou shalt worship
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve, the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou
11 Then the devil leaveth him, and behold, an- | 11 serve,  Then the devil leaveth him; and be-

#els came and ministered unto him, | hold, angels came and ministered unto him,
—_— e ———————
und Place.—Perhaps in January, A ‘ How was it male especially erafty »

directly after the baptism of Jes The From what writing 1id the tempter quote ?
wilderness of Judea ; according to the Christian |  With what weapon was his assault met ? Eph,
tradition Mount Quarantania (which means 6. 17,
Mount-of-Forty-Days), Rulers.—Pilate, goy- (3. Worship of God, v, 8-11,
ernor of Judea ; Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Gali-
lee and Perea,
Home Readings.
. Jesus Tempted. Matt, 4, 1-11,
7. * Not by bread alone,” Deut. 8, 1-6,

What was the third place of temptation ?

What offer was there made $

To what sin was this an invitation ?

How was the tempter there defeated ?

By what means may we defeat the tempter ?

V. The tempter. 1 Peter b, 6-11. | James 4, 7,
Th. Safety of the g dly.  Psalm 91, 1-12, What visitors took the tempter’s place ¥
. Enduring temptation, James 1, 12-17, Was the defeat of the tempter final or but tem-
8. Tempted, but without sin, Heb. 4. 11-16, porary Luke 4, 13,
8. Able to help. Ileb, 2, 9-18, To what should Jesus's temptation encourage
° us? Heb, 4. 14-16,
Lesson Hymns. What qualifies Jesus to be our eficient helper ?

| GoLpEN TeXT,
No. 6, New Canadian Hymnal, |
| Teachings of the Lesson,
L Trial develops virtue, Temptations con-
quered are as Samson’s lion, strength and sweet-
ness. * Blessed is the man that endureth "—not

All hail the power of Jesus’ name!
Let angels prostrate fall :

No. 4, New Canadian Hymnal. escapes, The promise is to the overcomer (Rev. 2.)
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing | 2. The word of God is our sure defense. It has
I3 . * every i % “the
My great Redoomer's pratse, an answer for ‘l.\t‘.l.) tc'mpluunn. Wield “the
sword of the Spirit against every foe,
3. O i Priest S ¢ ore i
No. 8, New Canndian Hymnal, Our High Priest has conquered temptation,

| He can therefore succor us, He knows our trials ;
Jesus! the name high over all, he will not ““break the bruised reed,” He will
In hell, or earth, or sky; deliver the godly (2 Peter 2. 9),

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS, QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
1. Bread of God, v. 1-4, SCHOLARS,

Where did Jesus go after his baptism, and 1. Bread of God, v, 1-4,
why? Who was the tempter of Jesus ¥

What special preparation had he for this trial ¥ By what other name or title is he called in this
Luke 4. 1, lesson ¢

What conditions favored the tempter Where did the temptation occur »
To what did the first temptation appeal ? Who led Jesus into the wilderness ?
What sins would yielding have involved » What fast did Jesus undergo ?

tow was the temptation repelled ¢ Who before him had fasted forty days? Exod,

2. :l'ﬂlsl in God, v. 5-7, 4. 18; 84, 28: 1 Kings 19, 8,
Where was Josus then taken by the tempter ? What was the first suggestion of the tempter ?
To what sin did the second temptation invite » What answer did Jesus make ¥
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From what book did he
Deut, 8, 3,
2. Trust in God, v, 5-7,

Where was Jesus taken by the tempter

W hat was he there challenged to doy

What Scripture did the devil quotey
91, 11, 12,

What was Jesus's answer?

Where did he get this sharp sword ¢
0. 16,
3. Worship of God, v. 5-11.

Where next was Jesus taken ¢

What was shown to him »

What promise was made to him ?

In what way did these
ours? Tleb. 4, 15,

What rebuke did Jesus utter ¢

What commandment did he cite ¥

Where is this Scripture founq v Deut, 6, 13,

Who then took the devil’s place ¥

il Practical Teachings,
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. The source of temptation ¢
2. How to resist temptation ¢
3. Where we may get help in temptation y
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Where did the Holy Spirit first lead Jesus after

his baptism ?
Why did the Spirit lead him thepe ¥

He w
Why did Jesus have to be tempted? [See [ though he was the Son of God wh

Helps for \\'whwsnhu:]
Where did Jesus go after he left the
(8ee Helps for Thursday,)

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

The Saviour in Trial,

I. Ture 8aviorr,
Led wp.., .to be tempted, v, 1,
Tempted like as we are, vl
'l‘riul(nf)':illrfx|lll|....]uwvinu.~. 1Peter1,6,7,
1L Tue Tempreg,
Tempted of the devil, i
Your adversary the devil, 1 Peter 5, 8,
Stand against the wiles, Eph, 6, 11,
1L Tue Temeratios 1o Douvwr,
1. Command.. ., these stones, v, 3.
Yea, hath God said. Gen, 8, 1,
As the serpent beguiled, 2Cor. 11, 8,
2. Shall not live by bread alone, v, 4,
Taking the shield of faith, Eph, 6. 16,
Victory that overcometh, 1 John 5, 4,

quote these words ¢

Psalm | And who was ity

Deut, | self5 never mind others,

temptations differ from

In what ministry do the angels delight ¢ THeb,

Wilderness »

Why did John call Jesus the Lamb of Gody
[A lamb was the usual Jewish offering fop sin, |

What prophet spoke of Jesus as g lamby Isq,
53, 7.

Where did the very first temptation take Place ?
What did satan mean by

the first thing he
asked Jesus to do? Ge

tgood things for your«

What answer did Jesus give v

What did he next tempt Jesus to do 9

What was the last temptation ¥

Do you know that
these ways v

Tow can you prep

you will he tempted in all

are to meet such t“mptations ?

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school.)

1. Where was Jesus led by the Spirit
baptism?  Into the wilderness,

2. How long was he without food
days,

3. What took place? He was tempted by
Natan,

1. How did he answer cach of Satan’s tempta-
tions? With words of Scripture,

5. What is the Gonpey TEXTY
that he himself,* et.,

after his

Forty

“ For in

OUR CHURCH CATECHISM,

3. Was not the Redeemer still further humbled
as “‘tempted of the devil ” (Matthew iv, 1),

0 could not sin,
4. What do we learn from this?
We learn that temptation is not itself sin, and

also that our Saviour will help us when we are
tempted.

IV, Tug Temprarion 1o Presvmprion,
L. Cast thyself down, v, 6,
Become as gods, Gen, 3, 5.
An angel of light. 2. Cor, 11. 14,
2 Not tempt the Lovd, v, 7.
Not my will but thine, Luke 22, 42,
Fear the Lord thy God. Deut, 6, 13,

V. Tur Tempratios 1o AmprTiON,
1. AU these, ., will Lgive, v, 9,
The prince of this world. John 12. 81,
Love not the world, 1 John 2. 15-17,
2. Worship of the Lova, . 10.
Iam the Lord thy God. Exod, 20, 2,
Choose you this day. Josh, 24, 14-16,




20 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

[Jan, 9.

Resist the devil,  James 4. 7.
A way to escape, 1 Cor. 10, 13,

VI. THE WEAPON IN TEMPTATION,
It is written. vs. 4,7, 10,
The sword of the Spirit, Eph. 6, 17,
Hid in mine heart, Psalm 119, 11, 2. Angels came, v, 11,
VIL THe VIcTORY OVER TEMPTATION, Llessed. ... that endureth.  James 1. 12,
1. The devil leaveth. v, 11, Ministering spirits, Heb, 1, 14,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The Saviour, newly baptized and anoiuted, stands on the threshold of his work, when an impulse
from on high drives him from the presence of men into the wilderness, there to meditate on his
mission, to commune with his Father, and to wrestle with the world’s great adversary. The
temptation was inevitable from the possession of his high endowments, and was needed to equip
him for the work of succoring souls, for none can loose the bonds of others unless he has shown

his own mastery over the conqueror, 8o intense
the communion of his

is the concentration of his thought, and so cloce

soul, that for forty days he is upborne above the needs of the body and

tastes no food. The reaction comes, the flesh asserts itself in mighty cravings, and the Son of man
lies starviug on the stones of the desert.  Suddenly, and with crafty malignity, the whisper of Satan
is at his ear, bidding him supply his bodily wants through his own miraculous power. He refuses
thus to abuse the trust left in his hands for the good of men, or to doubt his Father’s care over him-
self.  Then Ratan would turn his trust into presumption, and urges him to tempt God by risking

his own life. Again he refuses, and meets Satan

with a sentence from the word.  Now the adver-

sary plies his last arrow by bidding him cast aside his high purpose, employ his powers for worldly
ends, and found a world-wide empire with himself on itg throne. In an instant the proposal is met
with scorn, Satan is foiled, and as his dark shadow is lifted from the scene angels draw nigh with

succor for the victorious Son,

Verse 1. Then was Jesus led. Immedi-
ately after the baptism and the attostation
from on high come the wilderness and the
temptation of Satan. (1) Hours of high tri-

wmph are apt to be followed by tinies of trial. Of |

the Spirit. A divine influence urged him on
for a divine purpose, Into the wilderness. A
wild region between Jerusaleia and the Dead S
never inhabited. Tradition assigns the particu-
lar spot to Mount Quarantania, overlooking Jer-
icho. (2) There are times when solitwde is better
than society ; times of meditation, of girding for
some great work, of close communion with God,
As Adam’s temptation turned the garden intoa
desert, Christ takes up the task outside the gate
of Eden, and turns the desert into a paradise !
To be tempted. This was necessary (1) as a
preparation for his lifework ; (2) as a test of his
power; (3) as he was a representative of human-
ity, which had fallen through temptation, and
only through victory over temptation could rise ;
(4) that he might stand as an example for all
tempted souls of the way to overcome their com-
mon foe ; (5) that he might be enabled to extend
sympathy and succor. Of the devil. The ad-
versory, whose personal existence is affirmed
here and throughout Scripture; a spirit malig-
nant, artful, mighty, yet not omnipotent. (3)
There is a devil, and we must fight him.,

2. Fasted forty days. By the intensity of
his soul's communion he was lifted above the

wants of the body, just as in times of excitement
appetite is forgotten, As Moses, the founder,
and Elijah, the reformer, 8o Christ, both founder
and restorer, fasts forty days. He was ¢ « «
ahungered. The tides of the bodily want flow
all the mightier from being kept in check so
long, and when the revulsion comes the Saviour,
whose bedy is subject to the laws of humanity, is
starving and, likely, at the point to die, (4) Kep
in mind that he who vedeemed us was on earth like us
in all points,

3. The tempter came. Either invisibly, in
suggestion to the thought, as he comes to us, or
openly, though in the guise of a friend. (5) Satan
knows our moments of weakness, and how to make
them occasions of temptation, If thoun be the Son
of God. “ Thinking to beguile him with his flat-
tery."—Clirysostom, Its object was to induce him
to presume upon his right as a son, Command
« « o Stones . « » bread. Use your miracu-
lous power to supply yourself with food, A
temptation (1) to selfish use of gifts which
were bestowed, not for himself, but for the good
of men ; (2) to distrust his Father’s care and to
take upon himself his support. (6) Satan shows
his skill by wsing the appetite as his avenue,

4. It is written. Christ might have an-
swered by a declaration of his divinity ; he chose
to meet Satan with the sword of the Spirit. (7)
We may foil the tempter if we have the word of God
cver wpon our tongues, Man shall not live, He
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refuses to stand on the higher platform of divin-
ity, and accepts the lot of our common humanity,
(8) How blessed to have for our Redecmer one who
meets us on our own level-—a brother man ! By
bread alone. *“ We are not to be guided by the
wants of the lower nature, but live for the higher
aims of God’s appointment.”—.Alrord. (9) Whom
God has sent forth he will sustain by his own power,
(10) Yet worldlings live by bread and Jor bread ;
saints feed on God's words,

5, 6. Taketh him., * By transporting his
person 8o with the quickness of a thought that
he i8 not to be conceived as on his way at an in-
termediate point.”— Whedon, Other expositors
suggest a series of inward thoughts, so strong as
to appear realities to his mind. The holy city,
Jerasalem, so called by Matthew, who wrote as a
Jew. Pinnacle, Probably the roof of Herod's
portico, which on one side looked upon the court
of the Gentiles, and on the other down into the
valley of Jehoshaphat, from a dizzy height,
Cast thyself down. Into the gorge below, an
exploit to test the power of God and to dazzle
the world by his own majesty. A temptation (1)
to presumption ; (2) to pride; (3) to rash con-
lidence. It is written. * What a marvel iy
here, to find Satan with a Bible under his arm
and & text upon his tongue | "— Burkitt, (11) Let
us beware when the wicked appeal to God's word, Jor
they are sure to wrest ity meaning, (12) Note that
the Bible may be made to secom to teach ervors in doc-
frine and evils in decd. He shall give, A quota-
tion from Psalm 91. 11, 12,

7. It is written. The misuse of Scripture
does not shake the Saviour from his footing upon
ity but by theword *“again '’ he shows that Serip-
ture must be compared with Scripture, and the
general sense maintained against all perversions
and distortions of its truth, (13) Zet us not give
up our Bible becanse some people misuse it, (14) Zet
us be guided in conduct not by any one s nience, but
by the general tenor of truth. Thou shalt not

tempt the Lord. The word * Lord " should be
printed in capitals, as it means God, and not
Christ ; since this is not a rebuke for tempting
Christ, but a warning against tempting God "
by rash conduct. (15) He who looks for God's pro-
tection outside the path of duty is templing God's
wrath,

8, 9. An exceeding  high
Standing on some lofty mountuin, he beholds
with enlarged vision not only the immediate pros-
pect, but the illimitable empires of earth, Rome,
Parthia, India, stretching afar toward the sur-
rounding ocean, All these things will 1 give
thee. Thereisasense in which this world is under
Satan, since no man can be a world-wide con-
queror of the type of Alexander, Cewsar, or Na-
poleon, without in a measure becoming Satan's
servant, Worship me, Probably not by an ex-
ternal act of homage, but by using force and es-
tablishing a temporal kingdom, He was tempted
torturn aside from his spiritual ideal and to be-
come such a king, as was expected by the Jews ; to
employ his mighty powers in building up an im-
perial throne. It was the alternative between the
cross and a crown, a temptation to worldly am-
bition,

10,11, Get thee hence. When Satan open-
ly reveals himself he is directly addressed and
bidden begone. Worship the Lord, In other
words, every purpose must be held subordinate
to God’s glory. (16) Since, then, Christ permitted
men to worship him, he acknowledged himself to be
God.  Leaveth him. (17) Satan always leaves
those whom he cannot rule, He will only abide
when he can be master, * For a season " is in-
serted by Luke, since he returned at the conflict
in Gethsemane. Angels o . , ministered.
Spiritual beings now appeared to supply his
needs, for all through the combat he had been at
the lowest ebb of weakness through hunger, (18)
Those who fight in the strength of God shall be suc.
cored by the servants of (lod,

mountain,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Led of the Spirit, Mark says,
“The spirit driveth him » (1. 12.) Whatever
may have been Jesus's premonitions of his Mes-
sianic mission, or whatever may have been the
thought that stirred his soul when he noted the
prophets’ descriptions which corresponded so
exactly with his own person, it is certain that it
was at his baptism that the spirit came upon
him with a direct and divine communication of
the fact of Lis Messiahship. It confirmed and
settled finally all his previous questions concern-
ing himself and his work, The thirty years of
his holy development prepared him for the au-

gust revelation that was then made. He was
indeed the Messiah charged with the great task
of the world’s salvation. Tnder the pressure of
this great revelation of the 8pirit he sought the
wilderness for solitude, meditation, adjustment,
To be tempted of the devil. Many efforts
have been made to explain Jesus's temptation
without the presence of an actual devil. The
theory that the story is only a parable which
Jesus related to instruct his disciples cannot be
supported, because (1) he related it in such away
as to impress them with the idea that he was re-
lating history. And they so report him. Besides,
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(2) the very character of the temptaticns, relmlm:' incarnate for purposes of our redemption. Fop
as they do to the Messianic work of J¢ us, have | him to heed the Satanie suggestion would be fop
no application whatever to the diseiples, .\n-; him to violate the conditions of that carthiy
other view, that the temptation was a ‘“dream | existence to which, out of love for us, he had
oceasioned by Jesus's prolonged fast, in which | submitted,  “He would have denied his title of
the brilliant image of the Jewish Messial was | Son of man in order to reali as Son of
presented to his imagination in its most seduc- | God.” Henee his reply w serts his ** mane
tive forms,” cannot stand ; for (1) & dream is not hood,”
a temptation, (2) a wicked dream would nnl’ 4. Man shall not live by bread alone.
originate in the holy mind of Jesus, (3) it is en-| Whatever privileges his Messiahship may conter,
tirely without analogy in the Gospel history. A [itis not to lift him out of the sphere of a man,
third view, like that of Lange, substitutes for the | His life must be sustained not by bread e rely,
devil a human tempter, 1e says it was a depu- | but by the will of God,
tation of the Sanhedrin who sought to gain him ‘ 5«7, The uim of the sceond temptation is, as
over to their hierarchical aims. But to this ’ the fivst, to defeat the M e work, This time
it has been replied: (1) The term 4o diabolos = Satan makes his attack on 's filial characs

I

|

can be understood only of evil spivits. It is | ter. Ilis cunning is seen in his resorting to the
never used to personify “the evil in man or in | use of the promise of God. Jesus had just af-
the world.” (2) The proposal “If thou wilt full‘ firmed that he must live “ by the word of God,™
down and worship me " is simply ridiculous on | datan answers, “ Just so, His word is that no
the lips of a man. (8) Jesus had not yet been | harm shall come to tl He quotes in part
proclaimed the Messiah by John, Consequently | Psalm 91, 11,12, But the devil generalized the
the attention of the hicrarchy had not vet been | passage and so made it state an untruth. God's
turned to him. There is no explanation that can angels will not support even a Son of Gl in
account for all the facts other than one which ways of disobedicnce,  The proposition of Satan
recognizes the presence and agency of the evil i is very subtile,  You believe that you are a son,
one. But we do no violence to the narrative | Now “realiz it. It certainly is correct to test
when we say the devil came to him as he comes | and so to verify spiritual facts. The real beare
tous, not in the traditionary ugly form, but in the ing of this temptation is indicated in Jesus's re-
spirtual sphere,  This was an eucounter of spirit [ ply, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy
with spirit, God. Forus to make this utterance of Jesus an

2. Fasted. Engaged in profound meditation assertion of his Godhood and a rebuke of Satan
on the greatest theme of history—his own per-| for attempting to tempt him is for us to miss
sonality and the world’s redemption—Jesus was | the real significance of the temptation. It was
unconscious of his physical need. Men have | an effort to lead Jesus to tempt God by presum-
continued in intense mental oceupation, without [ ing on his filial prerogatives, By casting him-
food or sleep, for long periods. Ezra and Soc- | self down from the temple he would force God
rates are instances in point., Jesus continued | to do for him what he had refused to do for hine
thus for forty days. But at the close of that pe- | self in the first temptation. It would be the
riod his appetite returned. Wasted and wan as | transfer of the temptation from himself to God,
he was after his protracted fast, his hunger must [ But in cither case it would defeat the Messiah-
have been intense, At this point of his extreme | ship.
weakness Satan, who had been assaulting him| 8«11, Iere Jesus is tempted to use world
during these five weeks, began his final and most methods and attempt a Jewish material King-
desperate efforts to turn the Messiah from his [ dom,
divine mission, s

3. If thou be the Son of God. “ You have
settled it that you are the Son of God. Now use Thoughts for Young People.
your power in turning these stones into bread,
and 8o rescue yourself from starvation, What
wrongis there in that 9 It iscommonly replied | 1. We must capect special temptation qfter scasons
that it was wrong for Jesus to use divine power | of special exaltation, We must expect it at the
for personal ends. But later in his ministry | moment when we are weakest and reduced to the
Jesus did not hesitate to provide bread by miracle | lowest ebb of physical nature. We must « spect
for the benefit of others. If not wrong for others, | it to assail us just at that side of our nature
why for himself ¢ The only satisfactory reply to | which lies most open to attack, for our foe never
these questions we have met is this: While Jesus sleeps.
was indeed the Son of God he was voluntarily | 2. We must expect temptations to present

Thoughts Concer

ng Temptation,
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themselves in the guise of friendly, innocent >lxg-! He

gestions,

3. We must keep God’s word in our heart that
it may be ready upon our tongue when we need
it in temptation, We must cmploy a sanetitied
rommon sense in our interpretation of Seripture,
and not be led into presumption by misunder-
anding its meaning,

4. We must look for temptation in the perver- | God.

sion of Seripture, wresting it to the
of souls. Verse 6,

destruction

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

Verses 4, 6, 7. The habit of quoting Old Testa-
ment Scriptures by the Saviour and his follow-
vrs has been the subject of very great discussion,
Mr. D. C. Turpie, in his Old Testament in the New,
that there are two hundred and seventy-five
passages, all but a few of which may be indis-
putably recognized as quotations from the Old
Testament. Mr, C. H. Toy, in his Quotations in
the New Testwnent, enumerates five hundred and
uinety-two which represent different parts of the
Old Testament ; so that by far the larger part of
its books are embraced in the quotation, Goft's
New Testament Quatations enumerates six hundred
and fourteen pussages of the Old Testament
‘uoted in the New. Many of the so-called quo-
tations are not announced as such by the speaker
or writer using them. Some of them consist
only of a few words, which may be a mere coin-
cidence of expression. Some seem to be an al-
most unconscious use of phraseology current in
the language, and others are mere summarikes or
paraphrases of some Old Testament passages,
while others still are mere references to persons
or events of Old Testument history, But the
very difficulty of making any precise statement
of the number of these quotations shows thut the
tuinds of the writers of the New Testament, as
well as the current speech of the people of the
times, were saturated with the thoughts of the
Old Testament, The quotations vary, also, in
the reproduction of the Septuagint translation
and of the Hebrew, a large proportion of those
in the New Testament being from the former.
Mr. Turpie says that of the two hundred and
seventy-five passages which he regards as direct
quotations there are only fifty-three in which the
Hebrew, the Septuagint, and the New Testament
all agree ; that is to say, those in which the He-
brew is correctly translated by the Septuagint,
and quoted from that by the apostles and evan-
gelists. He locates ten Passages where the Scp-
tuagint is by them changed into the more exact
Hebrew, and seventy-six passages where these
writers quote in less agrecment with the original

brew than does the 8 Ptuagint, In ninety-
nine passages the New Testament quotation Jdif-
fers both from the Hebrew and from the seventy,

By Way of lllustration.

YA s evitten The devil w 8 vanguished
with the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
Don’t go into urgument about your sword,
but use it, ll';m,\nuvuppruurhv(l.’nulllivr,nlm
ing that his sword was only pewter, the best way
1o prove to the antagonist that he was mistiaken
would be to give him a thrust.  As well might a
soldier expect to go unarmed into battle and he
victorious as a Christian to overcome evil and
the evil une without his Bible in his heart and on
his lips,—Dr, A, €, Dizon.

Luther's Tumptation, * Onee upon a time the
devil came to me and siid, “Martin Luther, yon
are a great sinner, and you will be damned.!
‘Yes? said I, ‘it is true I am a great sinner,
but it is written, * Jesus Christ came to save sin-
ners,” therefore, I.shall be saved,” So [ cut the
devil with the sword of the Spirit,”

“ A way of escape.”  In France in the old days
a citadel full of brave defenders was surrounded
by the enemy, who took the outworks, and on the
Morrow were to march in. That none might
escape under cover of night the besiegers guarded
the whole sweep of wall.  With the dawn the
stormers rushed in to find the citadel empty,
How did those men ape? Anopening was dis-
covered which led, by a flight of steps, down into
the earth, They descended and explored their
way with lighted torches until the underground
passage led them a long way from the citadel
among quiet green fields and the light of day. It
Was a way provided for just such a crisis. Let
us not forget that when the battle goes strong
aguinst us God has provided a way of escape,
—CGuthriv,

Verse 2, .\llhuuglnl!n-tcmpu-rnlvpnru‘donly for
a season, his power was broken, Milton has in-
dicated this by finishing his Puradise Regained at
thispoint, Jesus emerged from the wilderness
with the plan of his life hardened in the fire of
trial. - Henceforth he resented the interference of
his mother or his chief disciples as steadfastly as
he bore it through the tiery opposition of open
enemies,—Life of Christ,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

In our last lesson we were clealy taught the
dignity of our Lord, The voice from heaven
said, “Thisis my beloved Son.” We worship
Jesus ; we pray to him as God ;3 we know that al
power is his in heaven and in carth, But he |
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not only Son of God, he is also son of man, He
is not only our divine SBaviour, he is our human
brother and friend. There is no experience of
your life or mine which Jesus does not undagg-
stand, not only because he is God, and knows all
things, but because he has passed through it
himself.  When we are in trouble it does not
belp us to speak of our sorrows to those who
have not felt the same; they may pity us, but
they cannot sympathize. But if one, putting
loving arms around us, says, “ [ know Just how
you feel ; I have been through this myself,” then
we get strength and courage from their words of
comfort and advice, What should we do with-
out Jesus, who understands every temptation
and is able to bring us safely through them all ¢
It is great encouragement for us that one so
pure could be tempted by the evil one. There
was no sin in him ; he hated sin, and yot he was
tempted in all points as we are. St. Luke says he
was full of the Holy Ghost when Satan came with
those suggestions of evil. The temptations that
beset you are no proof that you are not a child
of God nor enjoying his favor. There is a differ-
ence between temptation and sin. A pure heart,
full of love to Giod, may be beset by temptations,
but there is sin only in yielding to them., Do not
be discouraged if you find suggestions of evil
sometimes rising in your mind ; remember, Jesus
passed through all these, and the servant is not
greator than his lord. If Satan tempied him, be
sure he will tempt you,

Satan is a real and a strong foe, but he is
aeither omniscient nor omnipresent. Ilis re-
sources are limited and his temptations are but
repetitions of the same thing from age to age in
all hearts. He tried his skill upon Jesus in the
very point in which he tries it upon us, ¢If
God is your Father, why does he suffer you to be
hungry ? If God is your Father, he is bound to
protect you underall circumstances. You can do
any wicked or presumptuous thing ; ho is too good
to let you suffer, You will gain morein my sery-
ice than you will in the service of God. You can
have wealth, pleasure, and honor if you will take
my way to get them.” And he comes with these
temptations, as he came to Jesus, when eircum-
stances make it hardest to resist them, If he
finds us in need of material comforts, he tries to
make us distrust God's love and care. If we
have had a great spiritual uplif, the would per-
suade us it was an illusion. If we are in pros-
perity, he tempts us to be selfish. If wo are ill,
Or our nerves aro worn, he paints all the sky
black, and would make us believe there is no sun
anywhere, How did Jesus overcome the temp-
ter? Surely not by yielding ever so little, nor by
argument, but by the word of God—the same

*“sword of the Spirit ” which we may use. 1f by
divine power he had overcome the adversary, we
might be discouraged, for we have not such
power. But, tempted like as we are, he conquered
as wo may conquer.  Read over and over what
Giod says, and answer every temptation with an
assurance from the blessed bhook,

There is an end to Satan’s power; when he had
exhausted his devices he departed for a season.
Our times of testing do not last forever. Satan
can go so far, but no farther,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Avoid lengthy and unprofitable discussion over
mysterious points, Don’t try to explain nor ex-
pect to comprehend everything that may arise in
relation to this lesson., . ., Seek to apprehend and
to fix its practical aspeets, ... Concerning Christ ;
(1) His humanity ; (2) His faith; (3) His respect
for Scripture; (4) His reverence for the Father ;
(5) His unselfishness. .. .Concerning the tempter :
(1) His personality ; (2) His hatred ; (8) Hisskill;
(4) His boldness....Compare the texts concern-
ing Satan....How to meet temptation: (1) Trust-
ingin God; (2) Using God’s word ; (3) Looking
to Christ the conquerer....Our benefits from
Christ's temptation (1) Encouragement; (2)
Example ; (3) Sympathy, Heb, 4, 15; (4) Buccor,
Heb, 9, 18,

Before the Class.

Development of the Text. 'The verses of the les-
son suggest the division into the accounts of the
three temptations and the way they were over-
come,

The first temptation, An appeal to bodily ap-
petite. Jesus was in a weakened physical state
after his long fast, and his intense hunger wonld
strongly tempt him to use his powers to satisfy
his natural desires, Why would it have been
wrong 80 to use his powers? Because () It
would have been a wrong use of his divine power;
(%) It would have shown that he was not willing
to trust to God's care for him ; (3) It would have
raised him above the level of sympathizing with
humanity. He overcame the temptation thus to
use his powers by resting upon the promises and
truths contained in God's word,

The second temptation. An appeal to pride.
Jesus’s position as the Son of God was not ac-
knowledged, and the temptation was suggested
to him to show to the people at once that he was
the Bon by a remarkable exhibition of divine
power. The tempter very subtly suggested that
the Scriptures gave warrant for this show of God’s

love and power, Yielding would have been wrong
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because (1) It would have be
use of the promises of God !
been presuming on God's love. God will care for
all while in the line of duty ; willful recklessness
cannot claim the promises ; (3) It would have
falsified the idea of the Messiah’s work and
methods—* Not by might, nor by power, hut by
my 8pirit." Jesus overcame the teraptation by
again seeking refuge in the strength of the truth
a8 found in God’s word,

The third temptation, Anappeal to the highest
ambition of Jesus, the making of the world his
own, This was the very thing that Jesus came
into the world to secure, and here it was offered
to him without the shame, the Imlnilin(lun, the
suffering of the cross, But yielding here would
have been the complete renunciation of the plans
of God for the redemption of the world. Hepe
the evil showed ont unmistakably, and with in-
dignation Jesug said, “Get thee hence, Satan :
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
Giod, and him only shalt thou serve,” In closing
impress the fact that these temptations of Jesus
were real, and that he overcame them by the
means at command of each one of us, and not
by the use of any miraculous power,

W making a wrong 3.

We are tempted in a manner similar to the
) It would have third temptation whenever our love of the world's
' rewards is appealed to, and we yield when we con-
form to the world for the sake of these rewards,
renouncing the cross of Jesus and accepting the
glittering prizes of worldly power and Pplace,

OPTIONAL HYM NS,

Father, I streten my hands to thee,
How firm a foundation,

Precious promise,

I need thee every hour,

Yield not to temptation,

When in the tempest he'll hide me,
Whenever trials Press my soul,

Be with me every moment,

Lead me, O effulgent Light,

Fear not, O troubled soul,

References,
AN, Ver. 4: Bread resembling stones,
Ver. 5: The pinnacle of the temple, 635,

Biackboard,

Specifie Application, Each of these types of
emptation comes to us in our lives. Let us see
some of the forms in which they assail us,

1. We are tempted to gratify unlawfully the ap-
petites of the flesh,

2. Weare tempted to presume upon God's love
when we neglect duties which are given us, and
then expect God to overrule the evil results which
follow ; when we break God's laws and expect
the penalties to be remitted ; when we run into
needless dangers, or take uncalled-for risk, sand
expect God to preserve us miraculously ; anq
whoen we expect God to do for us when we have
the means to do for ourselyes,

[ YET WITHOU:

LIET W
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A. D, 27-28.] LESSON III. BEGINNING OF THE MINISTRY OoF (Jan. 10,

JESUS,

GOLDEN TEXT. The people which sat in darkness saw great light, Mutt. 4, 16.

AUTHORIZED VERsiON, |
Matt. 4, 17-25, [ Commit to e mnory verses 17-20,] | 17
Study also Matt, 4, 12-16 and John 1,35-51,) !
17 From that time Je'sus began to preach, and
o say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at |
hand. |18
18 And Je'sus, walking by the sea of Gal'i-lee, |
“av two brethren, Si'mon called Pe ter, mnl|
An'drew his brother, casting a net into the sea :

19 And he saith unto th

REVISED VErsion,

From that time began Je'sus to preach, and
to say, Repent ye ; for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand,

And walking by the sea of Gal'i-lee, he saw
two brethren, 8i'mon who is called Pe’ter, and
An'drew his brother, casting a net into the

for they were fishers, 19 sea; for they were fishers, And he saith unto
em, Follow me, and 1

will make you fishers of men,

them, Come yo after me, and I will make you

20 And they straightway left iy nets, and fol- | 20 fishers of men, And they straightway left the
lowed him,

i 21 nets, and followed him. And going on from




26 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, [Tan, 16,

21 And going on from thence, he saw other
two brethren, James the son of Zeb'e-dee, and
Johin his brother, in a ship with Zeb'e-dee their
father, mending their nets; and he called them, |

22 And they immediately left the ship and their
father, and followed him,

23 And Je'sus went about all Gal'i-lee, u-:u'h-!
ing in their synagogues, and preaching the gos {
|

|

|

|

pel of the kingdom, 1 healing all manner of
sickness and all manner of discase among the
people,

24 And his fame went throughout all Syr'i-a :
and they brought unto him all sick people that
were taken with divers discases and torments,
and those which were possessed with devils, and
those which were lunatie, and those that had the
palsy ; and he healed them.

25 And there followed him great multitudes of
ple from and from De-cap'o-lis, and
Srom Je-ru's
beyond Jor'dan.,

m, and from Ju-de'a, and Jrom ]

thence lie saw other two brethren, James the
son of Zeb'e-dee, and John his brother, in the
boat with Zeb'e-dee their father, mending

22 their nets; and he called them, And they
straightway left the boat and their father, and
followed him,

23 And Je'sus went about in all Gal'i-lee, teach-
ing in their synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner

ase and all manner of sickness amony

24 the people.  And the report of him went

forth into all 8 : and they brought unto

him all that were sick, holden with divers dis
cases and torments, possessed with devils, and
epileptic, and palsied; and he healed them

And there followed him great multitudes from

Gal'i-lee and De-cap’o-lis and Je-ru'sa-lem and

Ju-da'a and from beyond Jor'dan.

of ¢

ee—Verses 17-22, December, A, D, 27
summer, A, D, 25, Place.—The
and its neighborhood, Rulers.
—Pilate, governor of Judea:; Herod Antipas,
tetrarch of Galilee and Perea,

Home Readings,
V. Beginning of the Ministry of Jesus,  Matt, |
4+ 17-25,
Tw. Philip and Nathanael, John 1, 43-51,
W, Teaching with authority. Mark 1, 21-28,
Th. God's anointed,  Aets 10, 34-43,
£ Gracious words, Luke 4, 14-22,
S, The message rejected,  Luke 4, 23-32,
S.  The great Physician, Luke 4. 3344,
Lesson Hymns.,
No. 82, New Canadian Hymnal,
Oh, word of words, the sweetest,
Oh, word, in which there lie

{

No. 83, New Canadian Hymnal,

Seeking the lost, yes, kindly entreating
‘Wanderers on the mountain astray ;

No. 35, New Canadian Hymnal,

I need thee, precious Jesus!
For I am full of sin;

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Rabbi, v, 17-22,

What was the great theme of Jesus's preaching ¥

Who before him had made the same demand ¥

What brothers did Jesus first call to be his
disciples ¢

When and where did Andrew first sce Jesus ?
John 1, 85-40,

By whom was Peter first led to Jesus?  John
1. 41, 42,

What honor did Jesus now promise the brothers?

How did they show their loyalty ¢

What other brothers were soon called ¥
What prompt decision did they make ¥
What other two did Jesus summon about this
time ? John 1, 43-51,
2. The Prophet, v, 23-25,

In what province was Jesus's earliest teachin.
done?

Iow did he authenticate his teaching and mis-
sion ¥

How widely did his fame extend ¢

What classes of people sought his help %

From what regicns did the people come

What great city was included in Decapolis ¥

In what city did Jesus make his home? Matt,
4. 18,

Put the carly ministry of Jesus in a single sen-
tence, GoLpeN TexT,

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Jesus has authority, He calls men to-day.
He calls you. *Follow me” is his commanid.
Four men obeyed promptly ; have you obeyl ¢

2. Jesus has power, He healed diseases when
he was on earth, He cast out demons. IHe i<
‘“the same . . , forever.” The leprosy of sin.
the demon of lust, blindness, and death are all sul-
ject to his power. He heals and saves to-day,

3. Jesus has compassion, Ilis heart was moved
by suffering. 8o is it now. IHe responds 1o
every call of need. He is our tender, compas-
sionate, sympathetic Saviour,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDI
SCHOLA RS,
1. The Rabbi, v. 17-22,

TE

When did Jesus begin to preach ¢ Verso 12,
What duty and motive did he urge ?

Who were the first two called to be disciples ?
From what oceupation were they called ? X
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What was to be

What response

all?

Who were

their new calling ¢

next summoned to discipleship ¢
How were they engaged ¥
What did they do when ¢
Whom does

alled by Jesus »
Jesus pronounce unworthy to he
Matt. 10, 37, &

What does he sy
ship? Matt, 16, 24,
2. The Prophet, v, 2 5,

What journey did Jesus make that he
teach ¢

In what places did he teach ?

What good news did he bring to the

What good works did hedoy

How did his fame spread »

What various classes of people were broug|
Lim?

With what result »

From what pl
lowers come ¥

his disciple ¥

are the conditions of disciple-

might

peojle?

it to

uces did the multitudes of hjs fol-

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That Jesus chooses his own helpers ¢
2. That Jesus's call should he promptly obeyed »
3. That the Gospel brings blessings to the bodies
as well as to the souls of men ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Who was the greatest of all preachers ¢

What did he call everybody to do ¥

Why should we all repent ?

What is it to repent? To be
and to leave it off,

What is the kingdom of God ¢
and peace and joy.

Where did Jesus begin to pre

sorry for sin
Righteousness

achy

SUNDAY Sciroor, DBAN.

did the brothers make to Jesus's

VIR, 2
—
By what sea did he walk one
Whom did he speak to there
What were they willing to do v
What did he promise them #
Whom did he call next?

What did these diseiples soon see
for Friday. |

Where did Jesus &0 about preaching

Why did he cure sick people? To show that
he was really the Son of God,

Why did such crowds of people follow Jesus ¢
Some were curious to see what he would
do; some wanted help which he could gives
and some believed in him a little,

Why did Jesus call these first disciples? ffe
wanted helpers,

Why does he call us
‘ more helpers.

day ¢
?

[
|
|
|
|

[See Helps

tobe disciples? He wants

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school,)

L. What two brothers were the first
of Jesus? Simon and Andrew,

2. What brothers were called
James and John,

3+ Through what part of the
#0? Through Galilee,

4. What dinqu-su.-ulnlhrnughuutHu]ih-u.V He
preached and healed the sick.

8. What is said of his ministry in the
TexTY ¢ The people,? t,

disciples
soon after ?

country did Jesus

GoLbeN

OUR CHUROH CATECHISM,

8. What was the Lord's

He was *“‘reckoned w
xxil. 87), and endur.
cross,

6. Was this humiliation unto de

Yes; to fulfil the purpose of
declared in the predictions of Seri

deepest humiliation ?
ith transgressors " (Luke
ed the shameful death of the

ath necessary ?
God, which was
ipture.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

Jesus as g
L A PreEacminG Teac HER,

Jesus beggan to preach, v, 17,

How... hear without apreacher ¥ Rom, 10, 14,
Came and preached peace toyou, Eph, 2,17,
IL A Pracrican Teacngr,

Repent:: for the kingdem. . . .is at hand. v, 17,
Repentance. . . .in his name, Luke 24, 47,
Repent ye, and be converted, Acts 3. 19,

III. A TeAcueR oF INDIVIDUALS,

Saw two brethren tith unto them, v, 18, 19,
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, John 3. 3,
Know my sheep, and am known, John 10, 14,

1 Teacher,

| IV. A TEACHER wiTh AvTHORITY,
Follow me, .. fishers S men, v, 19,
As one having authority, Matt, 7
I am the way. ., truth, ... life,
V. AN ATrRACTIVE TeACHER,
They straightway lgpe., , | Jollowed him, k
Gain to me....loss for Christ, Phil, 3. NS
We have leftall. ., -followed thee. Mark 10, 28,
VI. A Lasoriovs Teacner,
Went about all Galilee, v, 93,
I'must work. .. .while it is day, John 9, 4.
My meat is to do. ... to finish. John 4. 34,

John 14, 6,

v. 20,
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VIL. A SYMPATHIZING TEACHER. VIIL A Porrrar TEACHER,
Healing all manner of sickness. v, 23, There fllowed lim great multitudes, v, 25,

Will draw all men unto me.  John 12, 82,
Notto know....saveJesus Christ, 1 Cor, 2.2,

Himself....bare our sicknesses.  Matt, 8,17,
He hath borne our griefs. Isa. 53, 4.

IXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Between the temptation in the wilderness and the ministry of Jesus in Galilee there occurred /%
interval of one year, whose events are related only by John, Most of this year was passed in Ju-
dea, where throughout his ministry Jesus made but little impression upon the people and gained
but few followers. Hence this period has been named by some “The Judean Ministry ;"' by
others, ““ The Year of Obscurity.” From the wilderness Jesus ret 'rned to the banks of the Jordan,
and there gained his first disciples. John 1. 20-51.  With this little company he went to Cana in
Galilee, and there wrought his first miracle. John 2. 1-11, Ile made a short visit to Capernaum,
and then went to Jerusalem, perhaps with the purpose of making the capital the center of his min
istry. He aroused a general intervst, and incurred great opposition, by driving the traders out of
the temple. John 2. 12-25.  But the number of those who accepted him as the Messiah was small,
and the people of Judea were from first to last among the bitterest enemies of the Saviour, For
nearly a year he remained in Judea, but very little record remains of his teaching or his works.
When news came to him that John the Baptist had been put in prison by Herod the tetrarch, or
ruler, of Galilee, he at once left Judea and went toward the northern province, On the way he
passed through Samaria, and at Jacob’s well had the wonderful conversation with the Samaritan
woman, In Galilee he first revisited Cana, and while there wrought a miracle at Capernaum,
healing the nobleman’s son.  Thence he went to Nazarcth, the home of his boyhood, but was re-
jeeted by his townspeople ; so that he was led to fix his home at Capernaum, There he remained
during the second year of his public labor, a year known both as “The Period of Galilean Min-

istry " and ““The Year of Popularity.”
lesson,

The results of this year's work are summarized in our

Verse 17. From that time Jesus begun to
preach. This refers to what is known as our
Lord’s Galilean ministry, but we must not forget
that for some months before this Jesus had been
preaching in Judea. He ceased his ministry in
the lower province upon hearing of the impris-
onment of John. *‘Preaching” in New Testa-
ment phraseology is not taking a text and devel-
oping its thought according to modern usage,
Jesus was accustomed to go into the synagogues
to read the lesson for the day if the opportunity
was given him, and to talk tenderly on the ne-
cessity of repentance, on the fatherhood of God,
and on the essentials of the kingdom of heaven.
But his ministrations were not limited to the
synagogue. There was a vast amount of unre-
corded teaching by the wayside and to crowds
assembled under almost every conceivable cir-
cumstance. Repent: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand. “The kingdom of
heaven” is a phrase of which Matthew is fond,
It is more thoroughly Jewish than the phrase
used by the other evangelists, “kingdom of
God,” but its meaning is the same. The Mes-

siah’s kingdom was at first expected to take
the form of an earthly government, to be sus-
tained by soldiers, and to be ecarried on by
the civic enforcement of laws, but Jesus taught
that his kingdom was not of this world, a gov-

ernment of words, a rule of human affections.
The truthful proclamation of the salvation which
God offers to all must begin by an appeal to re-
pent,

18, And Jesus, walking by the sea of
Galilee, Which had naturally become the cen-
ter of the life of the province. On its shores
stood the royal city of Tiberias, where Herod
held his court ; from its waters were drawn the
chief wealth of the province; its shores were
ringed by villages from which the mighty men
went forth who were to plant the Gospel, Sie
mon called Peter, ITe was probably not gen-
erally known by the name Peter, however, at
this time ; that surname, given him by his new
Master, at last superseded his original name
Simon.  Andrew his brother. A plain, quict
man, true to his convictions and noticeable for
his bringing others to Jesus, These two fisher-
men had already accepted Jesus as the Messiah,
as we learn from the first chapter of John, and
had very likely accompanied him on his visi to
Jerusalem and during his ministry in Judea.

Together with the sons of Zebedee these young
men had their business on the lake as fishermen;
they all had grown up in Bethsaida; they all had
participated in the cagerness for the day of the
Deliverer from the hands of the Romans; they
all had heard John the Baptist, and in their
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enthusiasm had become his fond followers ; they
were pointed by him to the Lamb of God, and had
accepted him, and had followed him doubtless
from Jerusalem, They could not have known
that he wanted them to be his disciples perma-
nently if he had not ealled them at this time,
The business of fishing at that time was both
profitable and honorable,

19. Follow me, and 1 will make youn
fishers of men. A strange command and a
strange promise. This promise, however, took
this form because of the Sympathetic knowledge
Jesus had of their business, As David started
in life as a shepherd of sheep and hecame by
God's providence a shepherd of a nation, so
these men who had begun as fishe '8 of fish were
to be promoted to be fishers of men,

20. They straightway left their nets, and
followed him. Became disciplesin the narrow
and peculiar sense of heing his agents and special
representatives,

21. James the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother, One of these Was to be the first
of the twelve disciples to shed his blood as a
martyr for the sake of Jesus; the other was to
become the beloved apostle and in his old age
Was to write the gospel, the epistles, and the
Revelation, which spiritual-minded Christians
value so highly, Mending their nets. A
duty which followed probably every hour spent
in fishing,

22, They lmmedinlely left the ship and
their father. Mark suys they left their father
in the ship with the hired servants, an indica-
tion that they were somewhat better off finan-
cially than their neighbors, The absoluteness of
the renunciation of these men we are likely to
overlook in our hurried reading. They left their
all for Jesus,

23. Teaching in their Synagogues. On
the Sabbath days especially, when opportunity
came, Inour Lord's day wherever ten learned

CRITICAL AND HO

men lived a synagogue must be started, In Je-
rusalem there were five bundred of them, The
Synagogue formed the first model of the church,
Preaching the gospel of the kingdom. Not
only on Sabbath days and in the synagogues,
but at all times to all sorts of people, Healing
all manner of sickness, This is our evangel-
Ist’s first mention of oup Lord’s miracles, e
does not make as mueh of them as modern writ-
ers do ; indeed, hardly refers to their evidential
force.  They were marvelous notes of' the divine
power exerted for the good of the poorest and
feeblest and weakest and sinfulest,

24, 25. His fame went thronghout all
Syria. A great Roman province whiclh jin-
cluded all Pulestine and more,  His fame per-
haps reached first to Syrophenicia, They
brought unto him all sick people. Those
who feit ill. Taken with divers diseases
and torments,  “Topments means ucute
complaints; “ divers means many, Those
which were Possessed with devils, The
plain meaning of this is that certain men were
governed by evil spirits, who tortured them phys-
ically as well as corrupted them in mind, Lue
natic. Persons afflicted with any of the many
disorders which are supposed to be increased or
decreased by the changes of the moon. Palsy,
Sudden loss of vital power in the human body.
He healed them. Without medicinal applica-
tion.  There followed him great multi.
tudes. This was expected in the days of the
Messiah.  Amos tells how God will send before
him a famine in the land, not for bread, but for
hearing the word of God,  Decapolis, A
union or confederacy of eities (ten in number at
the outset), Only one was on the western side
of the Jordan, and the rest clustered around the
Sea of Galilee, Damascus was the most power-
ful of all. From Jerusalc m, and from Jue
dea. Onein the other, but regarded neverthe-
less as separate provinces, Beyond Jordan,

The Perean side of the Holy Land,

MILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 17. From that time. More than a (L.44.) His stay there was brief, and he returned

year after the temptation, According to John
there were two returns to Galilee, which fact re-
moves the confusion in the Synoptic accounts
which seem to speak of only a single return, But
Matthew and Mark connect it with John’s impris-
onment, while Luke associates it with the tempta-
tion exclusively, John’s imprisonment was not
coincident wilhJesus’str‘mpmliun. The chrono-
logical difficulty, however, is s!tlufncmrlly ex-
plained by John, e says the first return to
Galilee was immediately after the temptation

to Judea, where he labored for at least twelve
months,  The second return to Galilee John con-
nects with the Pharisees’ Jjealousy of the Baptist
4. 1)

Jesus foresaw that Galilee was to be the fruit-
ful field of his ministry. There the mind of the
people was not so darkened by Rabbinisin as iy
the great center at Jerusalem, The provincial
prejudice, *“a prophet hath no honor in his own
country,” would sooner or later yield to the glory
of his fame achieved elsewhere,  IHence even

E——
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during his Judean ministry, from which he was
driven by deadly opposition, his mind was on
Galilee. In view oi this fact, and cspecially in
view of his great successes there, it is not surpris-
ing that the Synopties should blend the two
periods of the Galilean ministry in one,

19. Follow me. Peter, Andrew, and John
(verse 21) had accepted Jesus as the Messiah a
year earlier (John 1, 85-42), but did not receive the
formal call to the ministey till this time. In the
first instance they were called to be Christians ;
in this they were called to be ministers, This is
not a call to the apostleship, which came later,
They were Christians because they helieved ; they
were ministers because they forsook all carthly
callingsand devoted themselves exclusively to the
workof Christ. Later they were apostles beeause
especially summoned and endowed and comm
sioned to be the founders of the Church of Chri
3. Teaching. Preaching. Though clos I3
allied these terms are not identical in meaning,
‘Teaching is undoubtedly an element of preaching,
But there is that in preaching which is essentially
divine. It is the proclumation of spiritual truth
from out of a conscious experience, under the
propulsion of a resistless authority, and aiming
at the transformation of character and life, All
this might be climinated from a discourse and
the speaker still be a teacher ; but he is fallen by
immeasurable distances from the height of a
preacher,  Intellectual information, «ven though
it be in matters religions, is not spiritnal awak-
ening,

23, 24. Sickness, Disease. Torments,
These terms deseribe the various grades of phys-
ical disorder. * Sickness ' is a less serious form
of suffering than “disease.” *“Torments” is
something still more acute, Lunatic, More
properly, as in Revised Version, pileptic—a physi-
cul disorder that frequently passes into lunacy.
Possessed withdevils, Thisafiction differed
from the others not so much in its symptoms as
in its cause. There were in that great epoch in
history many startling instances of demoniucal
power, whichdonot exist in our day, or, existing,
are not recognized as such, But in the time of
our Lord there were frequent cases of dreadful
derangement in which the will of the sufferer was
paralyzed by what Jesus recognized as evil spirits,
It was a malady rather than a vice. In no in-
stances do the New Testament writers class these
vietims as “ children of the devil.” It is difficult
for us to understand a state of things of which
we have no modern instance, Perhaps the most
sutisfactory explanation is the one commonly
given, namely, that thepe aretimes when God per-
mits superior evil powers to invade humanity.
Such times have certainly appeared oceasional y

|
| in history, At the time of Jesus demons wer al-
| Towed their largest liberty, that the Son of God
| might destroy them,  He healed them. Jesus
seemed to regard all disease as a disaster result-
ing from some moral disorder, In healing dis-
case he shows what ought to be and what ulti-
| mately will e when sin is dethroned.  There will
[ be no sick in the kingdom of God, As truly de-
moniacal possession has already ceased by the
triumph of the Gospel, so personal and practical
holiness will finally bunish ey v form of human
suffering,

Thoughts for Young People.
Working for Christ,

Lo Chvist ueeds workers, He might have arranged

‘ the plan of salvation so that there should be no

agents in its work ; but he has arranged it so
that there is a work to be done,  When souls are
saved there is always o helper in the salvation.

2o Christ employs hman beings as workers, Te
never gives to an angel the work of pointing a
soul in the way of salvation, but always uses
men.  Cornelins was sent to Peter, Saul was
sent to Ananias, and every saved soul was taught
by some other soul.

o Chvist calls workers to his work, He had the
choice of all the world for his apostles, and he
chose these fishermen ; men who were simple,
plain, industrious, willing to face hardships,
teachable in spirit,

Ao Christ seeks for trained wo These men
were untrained when he called them, but they
spent three years in the best school of theology
that was ever instituted, walking with Christ and
learning of him, Get training, that You may use
it for God,

Be Christ sooks Jor conseerated  workers, They
were called upon to renounce home, friends,

property, and to give their all to him. 8o now
he wants whole-hearted, consecrated, self-sacri-
ficing men and women, who are willing to spend
and be spent in his work,

G Christ will give sueeess to his workers, Tle who
works for Christ shall receive abundant wages,
even though he lose his all, e shall find joy in
winning souls and an cternal reward.

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

Dr. James Wells, in his new work, 7varel
Pictures from Dulestine, writes of the seene of this
lesson, Ain et Tabighah, the ancient Bethesda, or
‘“ fisher house,™ * Fisher Row," the home of the
two Bar-jonas or Johnsons, Peter and Andrew,

| and also of Philip, Jumes, and John. He says
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the old building used to be an old corn mill, but
SIX years ago the German Roman Catholies built
a red-rooied hospice, The largest spring around
the lake is here, but the stream from it that turns
the mill is brackish and may have suggested to
James, one of the natives, “ doth the fountain
send forth from the same opening sweet water
und bitter ¢ Itis the fountain, the only one in
the village, Six or seven native families live
liere in miserable huts ; fishing nets are usually
spread out to dry ; and an old boat is hauled up
on the beach, Perhaps it was Jjust here that
Jesus saw the four sitting in a boat of exactly
this pattern and  said to them, * Follow
me, and I will make you fishers of men,” Je
says that he saw a few yards from the shore a
** naked fisherman, " that is, divested of his outer
sarments, who pushed out here, and that some
parts of the lake seem black and solid with fishes,
pattering on the water like hail on the window
during a fierce hailstorm, A net let down among
them might casily be broken with the weight of
the catch. e quotes Rob Roy as saying that Le
paddled his canoe ‘“along the curyed line of
fishes’ backs and flashers’ tails,” All this wealth
of resource is now Wasted, but in Christ's day it
furnished a part of the food supply of the whole
country, for the apostles sold their fish at Jeru-
salem at a fish market wholly supplied from the
lake of Tiberias, Wells quotes a German, who
suggests that John, the beloved disciple, was a
fish agent in Jerusalem, and that he thus knew
the maid of the high priest as he supplied the
palace with fish, Ifere Dr. Wells speaks, too, of
i man catching fish with a casting net, kindling
u fire of bark, roasting, and eating them with
brown bread.

By Way of Iustration,

Torse 13, % The Kingdom of heaven is at hand.,”
The world had reached its lowest ebb—govern-
ment was despotic, labor enslaved, the common
people hopelessly ignorant, the prophets had
died out of Israel, and the seribes had taken
their place. Public taxation was public rob-
bery, The Canadian must go abroad to the
peasantry of Russia or Egypt, or India or China
toget any idea of the mental and moral hopeless-
ness of the common people. To such people
Christ brought the message of hope, comfort,
deliverance, the kingdom of liberty, of right-
tousness, and of peace,

Verses 18-22. Follow me, and I will make you

Jishers of men.”” The children of men must learn

of God through human lips and loving human
hearts, When Chevalier Bunsen was dying he
said to his noble Christian wife, ¢ In thy face I
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have seen the eternal,” Bunsen had been a life-
long student of the written Word, of ancient
monuments, and of history ; but he ceived the
truest vision of God through & human person-
ality divinely illuminated,  The Ethiopian i
not find God, even though he had the Seriptupe,
It was Philip who led him through the book to
Jt‘.~l1.~.~_\'uplulf Lueecock,

A Christian is always on duty, - I am set apart
to bring men to know Chr I heard of an
oculist who was very fond of baseball, But he
had given it up, much as he enjoyed it, for he
found that it affected the delicacy of his touch,
and, for the sake of those whom he sought to re-
lieve, he set himself apart to his lifework.
whatever renders me less skillful in Christian
service, whether questionable amusements or ¢ -
cessive business cares, T gladly put them aside,
inasmuch as the business of mv life is to serve
Christ,

Jesus Christ made use of his miracles as step-
ping-stones to reach the soul,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

The waters of the beautiful Seq of Gennesaret,
with the Jordan flowing through it, were sweet
to the taste, and the fish abounding in it guve
lucrative employment to those who lived upon
its shores. The people who dwelt in Galilee
surely did not sit in the shadow of death becanse
their land was barren or their skies lacked sun-
shine, Yet, notwithstanding all this, they were
neither happy nor &ood. The land was full of
miserable people, who were like sheep without a
shepherd. A mong these poor and despised ones
Jesus began his ministry, Often, it is said, that
as he looked on the multitude he was moved with
compassion, He went among them with u
brother's heart to do them good ; and his pity
Wwas 80 true, his love so strong, that he would not
let them be deceived. Ie never told them that
beautiful surroundings, clean houses, good food,
and education would make all right with them,
He knew their unhappiness was the result of sin,
and he meant, as John had said he would do, to
lay the ax at the root of the evil. 8o the first
word of his ministry, like that of John, was,
“Repent, Put away your sin. Seek first the
kingdom of Giod and his righteousness,”

The ministry of Jesus from beginning to end
was thorough in regard to sin.  He never held
out hopes of happiness or prosperity except on a
basis of purity and truth, All other teaching is
false and vain. The world will be happy and
Pprosperous only when right principles are fixed
in the hearts of men i and you and I, personally,
will be lifted above our troubles only when our
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hearts are right with God, Part of a beautiful
building, which cost millions of dollars, recently
fell, destroying the work of years, because poor
material had been used in the foundation,

While Jesus thus showed his love in f ithfully
cutting, like a good physician, to the root of
their troubles, he proved it, too, by his compas-
slonate pity for their sufferings. He never said
to any poor, sinful, sick creature, “ You suffer
because you have sinned, therefore 1 will not
help you.” That is not the spirit of Jesus,
Hating the sin, he loved and helped the sinner,
They must have scen how gentle he was even
when he spoke of their evil ways, for instead of
turning away from him in anger or fear they
gathered about him in crowds, bringing all the
sick and distressed people, who never before had
found a physician who could heip them.

What an honor it was for Peter and Andrew to
be called away from their nets to follow Jesus !
What they would have missed if they had said,
* We cannot afford to lose our buginess. Weare
too busy ; our father needs us!* They would
have lived and died nothing but common fisher-
wmen. But, following Jesus, they found he could
make something better out of them, and could
give them a part in his own glorious work of
saving men,

The Teachers' Meeting.

In order to show the connec ting links between
Lessons II and 111 a map might be drawn, the
following journeys indicated upon it, and with
each the events as given in the General Statement.
1. From the wilderness to the Jordan at Beth-
abara (first disciples called). 2. Bethabara to
Cana (first miracle). 3. Cana to Capernaum
(short visit). 4. Capernaum to Jerusalem (cleans-
ing the temple, Nicodemus), 5. Jerusalem to
Bychar (woman of S8amaria). 6, 8ychar to Cana
(nobleman’s son healed). 7. Cana to Nazareth
(rejection). 8. Nazareth to Capernaum (the les
son)....Two plans of teaching may be sug-
gested, One making Christ as a Teacher the cen-
ter. This may answer for older scholars, Show
especially how he was a preaching teacher, one
who employs the voice and not the pen; an in-
dividual teacher, one who deals with men one by
one, ete.....Another method of treatment is to
make Workers for Christ the topic, as shown in
the Thoughts for Young People....A magnet
will attract ; but ordinary iron will not until it
has been brought into contact with the magnet,
Then it will have the magnet’s power. So men
can do nothing until Christ’s magnetism has
been imparted to them, and they possess his
Dower,

Before the Class.

Development of the Text. In the verses of our
lesson note four things concerning the ministry
of Jesus: 1. Preaching repentance, 2. Calling
to service. 8. Teaching. 4. Healing.

Jesus proclaimed the same message as his great
forerunner, John the Baptist—that of repentance,
The kingdom of God was at hand ; citizenship
was to be obtained through repentance, As it
was then so it is now ; the first step in regaining
our lost position in the kingdom of heaven is a
turning away from the 'ower to the higher. The
call to service is a call that follows the call to
repentance.  Note with reference to this call
1. That it was a call from a lower service to
higher—from being merely fishers to become
fishers of men. 2. That it came while the four
were engaged in faithfully discharging the duties
of the hour. 3, That it had in it large possibili-
ties. 4. That it came to men who showed by
their immediate acceptance that they were ready,
8o the call to service which comes to each one of
us is a call to higher work, and is fraught with
large possibilities, but it will come only as we
prove that we are ready for it by our faithful-
ness to the present-hour duties, The teaching of
Jesus was in the synagogues throughout Galilee,
this being his first preaching and teaching tour.
From what is revealed to us in the gospels about
his teaching we know that the matter was:
L. Based upon Scripture and illustrated largely
from nature, 2, Adapted to the mental and
moral conditions of his hearers. 8, Selected with
reference to meeting some special need of the
hour. His method was stimulating and leading,
and always resulted in moral and spiritual good,
Lastly, the Aealing work of Jesus was another
manifestation of the love and compassion of the
Lord. Note the variety of troubles brought to
Jesus—those of a mental as well as those of a
physical nature—and “he healed them® all,
Jesus, the embodiment of life and health, meet-
ing death and disease, puts forth his divine
power, and death gives place to life, and the dis-
eased body and disordered mind are again re-
stored to health, Physical and mental troubles
in communities where the Gospel is observed
are reduced to a minimum, for the Gospel re-
quires that the laws of health should be kept.

Specific Application, [Make applications as the
text is developed, See above.] It is said of the
Lord Jesus that while he was here upon earth
‘‘he went about doing good.” As soon as we
take the first step toward discipleship—that of
repentance—the call to service comes to us, and
each one is sent out to follow in the Master's
footsteps and to go about doing good. There
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are many round about us who are in “grml’

darkness to-day with respect to many things, |
What a man sows that shall he also reap, W
must present this truth forcefully, anq urge those

who are sowing evil to turn from the evil to the

Referenc
FREEMAN, Ver, 23: The

Synagogue, 636,

Blackboard,

good, B \‘_ e
"\ THE PEOPLE WHICH SAY /
OPTIONAL HYMNS,
Come, ye sinners, . \N “ARK“ESS \\
Jesus is h»mi:-rl_\" alling, ..s T
1‘||yV|n'.,' ( l-m:- h.‘ Jesus, . :-
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ark ! the olee of Jesus calling, /; i el =
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I'he Saviour is calli i 7o Zr _"\ ’
Sweet are the promises,
A D, 28,) LESSON 1v, THE BEATITUDE [Jan, 23.
GOLDEN TEXT, Ye are the light of the world, Matt. 5. 14,
AvTHORIZED VERsioN, |

Revisen VERrsion,
Matt. 5. 1-12, [ Commiit to memory verses 3-10,) I I And seeing the multitudes, he
[Study the whole “lhll'll"‘-J [ the mountain :

went up into
and when he haq sat down,
> | 2 his disciples came unto him ;
nt up into |

lis disciples |

1 And seeing the multitudes, he
4 mountain : and when Je was set,
came unto him :

and he opened
his mouth and taught them, saying,
3 Blessed are the Poor in spirit ; fop theirs is
2 And he opene the Kingdom of heaven,
saying, 4 Blessed are they lh:u'mnnrn 1
3 Blessed are the POOF in spirit: for theips is | be comforted
the kingdom of heayey, | "

|
Lhis mouth, unq taught them,
for they shall

5 Blessed are the meek : for they shal inherit
4 Biessed ape they that moupn ; for they shanr | ke l " ) 10y ‘shall in

be comforted, |  the earth,

5 Blessed are the meek ; w they shall inherit | ¢ Blessed are they that hunger ang thirst aftey
o carth, : “ or they shall be filled,

ind thirst | T Blessed are the merciful ; fop they shall ol
Hed, tain merey,

righteousn ss ;

ssed are they which do lu
iteousness ; fop they shali

1 are the merciful : for they shall ob. | 8 Blessed are the pure in heart ; for they shall
y |
¥ see God,
N :(I-‘,I,:l‘»wl are the pure in heart ; for they shan ‘ 9 Blessad are the peacemakers ; fop they shall
<G
| be called sons of God,
9 Blessed are the Peacemakers ; fop they shall | g
be called the children of God, 10 Blessed are they that have

‘ Inw}l persecutod

10 Blessed are they which are persecuted fop|  for righteousness ke : for theirs js the King
righteousness’ sake : for theirs is the Kingdom of [ 11 dom of heaven, BRI ssed are ye when
heaven,

11 Blessed are ye when wen si
and persecute you, and shall
evil against you falsely, for m)

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad ; fop great is
Your reward in heaven : for 50 perse uted they
the prophets which were before you |

you, and
hall revile you,

ay all manner of
sake,

say all manner of evi] against you falsely, for

12 my sake, Rejoice, and be exceeding glad .
for great is your reward in he
persecuted they the pr
fore you.

|

/I shall reproach You, and persecute
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Home Readings, 3. The Christian can “glory in tribulations "
V. The Beatitudes. Matt, 5, 1-12, because he sees beyond to-day. His reward is
Tu. A guiding light. *Matt. 5, 13-20, sure. The darkness will give way to the dawn,
W, Perfection of love. Matt, 5, 8548, He endures “ us seeing the invisible,”
7% Blessings in disguise. Luke 6, 20-2, QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
F. Blessing of obedience, Psalm 119, 1-16,

HOLARS.

PSS,y V. 1-5,

Where did Jesus go to teach ?

What two classes composed his audience ¢
By what title do we call this discourse

N, Motive for love. 1John 4. 4-12,
8. Walking in light. 1John 2. 1-11,

Lesson Hymns.

No. 134, New Canadian Hymnal. What blessing did Jesus's teaching bring to
Talk with us, Lord, thyseif reveal, the world? John 1. 17, )
While here o'vr carth we rove ; i Who are heirs of the kingdom of heaven #

What blessedness is in store for mourners ¥
Who are promised possession of the earth ?
No. 127, New Canadian Hymnal. 2. Purity, v. 6-8,
Blessed be the Fountain of blood, What hunger is a source of blessing
To a word of sinners revealed ; Why is merey commended

Who are promised a wonderful vision ?
3. Endurance, v, 9-12
vo. 131, New Canadian Hymnal, What condition of new family relations is
Blest be the tie that binds named ¥
Our hearts in Christian love;

When should persecution be a source of joy?
What two sourees of comfort ure pointed out

QUESTIONS FOR TOR SCHOLAR ‘ to those evil spoken of ¥
1. Lowliue 1 17')'. " = | Practical Teachings,
Where was this teaching given® To whom » |

Where in this lessor

2 ¢ we taught—
Upon what three lowly classes is a blessing

"™ | L. The blessedness of a holy character
pronounced ? 2. The g ne, rigl ife?
i’ e e s 3 profitableness of an upright life 9
\\'hm }-1 ward have the poor in spirit ¥ 3. The duty of setting a right example ?
What is promised to mourners ¢
To what are thvu meek heirs ?. o QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
To whom only is honop promised ? Prov. 3. 34.

SCHOLARS,

From what plain did the hill rise which {s
called the Horns of Hattin? From the Plain
of Gennesaret,

How far was the hill from Capernaum? Abont
seven miles,

Where did Jesus spend the night before he be-
gan the Sermon on the Mount? On the hill«
top.

2. Purity, v, 6-8,

What hunger insures blessedness ¢

Why are the merciful bl ad ¥

Who only shall ever see God ¢

How do the pure see God here ¥

When will they see him hereafter? 1 John
3.
3. Endurance, v, 9-12,

Why are peacemakers honored ?

When only does persecution secure blessed-

ness ?

Who came to him in the morning ?
How did Jesus prepare himself for teaching #

By quiet prayer and thought,

In what spirtt should these be endured ¢ What strange new Jdesson did Jesus teach the
What two reasons for Jjoy are given v | diseiples that day? That there was good in
To whom are Christians an example ! Govnpey | things which they did not know were good

Texr. before,

Teachings of the Lesson, Who are the lowly in spirit? Thoge who
I. Jesus taught his disciples, He could teach | think little of self, much of God,

1o other, The learner is as necessary as the [ What mourners are sure to be comforted ¢

teacher. Docility is the complement of ability. | Those who mourn over sin.

The ready tongue must find a ready ear, When do we hunger and thirst after righteouns-

2. Man’s ills are often God’s blessings. Love | ness? When we want God,
an transform poverty and pain, « Light affic- Why are the merciful blessed ¢

ons " work great and eternal glory. Sorrow’s What sweet promise belongs to the pure 12
night preludes heaven’s unending day, heart ?

A A ek e s
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Who are the children of God ¥ ‘ 4. What was his bromise to those who Lungep
Why need we not be sad when ey il is spoken of ‘ and thirst aftep righteousnessy ¢ They shan

us falscly ? be filled,”

Do you know all the Beatitudes ¥ 5. What did he suy of his disc iples ¥ GoLpes
Will you try to get them into your hearts v Text: ¢¢ye are,” ¢,
THE LESSON CATECHISM OUR CHUROH CATECHISM,
[For the entire school. | 7. Do we know any further reason why it was
needful? .

1. With what gracious words did Jesus open It was necessary, that our Saviour might offer
his Sermon on the Mount s ¢+ Blessed are the | + full satisfaction and atonement for the sin of
¥ man,
poor in spirit,” |
2. What promise did he give to those that
mournt - ¢‘They shall be comforted,*? I mean that the death of Christ in our stead was
3. What was his promise to the meek 7 66 They | © procious, that for the sake of it God (he right-

d s ‘ous Judge can forgive our sins and receive us to
shall inherit the earth,” his favour,

8. What do you mean by satisfaction and atone-
nt?

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
Citizens in the lll-alw-nl_\ Kingdom,
I. Tue Lowwy, [V. Tue Mercreer,
sed are the poor in spivit, v, 3, Blessed are the yere ind. v, 7,

To this man. ., <poor....contrite, Isa. 66
With him humble spirit, Isqy, ;

Be ye kind to one unoth r. Eph,
. 15, Draw out thy soul to the hungry,

F'te PENITENT, VI Tug Puge HEARTED,
Liessed are the Y that monyn, v 4, | Blessed ave the pure in heart, v, %
Sow in tears. ., -reap in joy. Psalm 126, 5 | Create in me a clean heart, Psalm 51, 10,
Beauty for ashes. ... joy for mourning. Isa, Clean hands and a pure heart. Psalin 24, 3 5
61. 3, VIL Tue Peaceaps,
1. Tue Megk, Blessed are the peacemakers, v, 9,

Blessed ave the meek, v, 5 Live peaceably with all men. Rom, 12, 18,
Will beautify the meek. Psalm 149, 4, First pure, then Peaceable, James 3, 17,
The Lord lifteth up the meek. Psalm 147, 6, VIIL. Tug Patiest,

W. Tue Earngsr, Blessed are they. . .. persecuted, v. 10,

Blessed are they. ... hunger aud thirst, v, 6, Suffer for righteousness <o happy, 1 Peter
My soul thirsteth for God. Psalm 42, 2 314,

Thirsteth....come yeto the waters, Isa. 5.1, Suffer as a Christian, 1 Peter 4. 16,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The gospel according to Matthew has, as we have repeatedly noted, a logical but not a chrono-
logical arrangement. The first four chapters form an introduction, and from the fifth chapter unti)
the twenty-fifth the subject of the book is the teachings of Jesus, with a brief account of his works,
As an example of the Saviour’s formal discourses we have presented to us the Sermon on the
Mount, the longest address in the New Testament, If the gospel of Matthew wepe the only record
we might suppose that this discourse was given at the opening of the Saviour's publie life, but
comparison with Mark and Luke shows that it was near the middle of the Galilean ministry, when
the largest crowds were following Jesus, while the people were eager to hear him and were still
hoping for a temporal kingdom, and before his spiritual teachings had diminishedq his pPopularity,
At the close of one of the most laborious days in his ministry he went alone into & mountain neap
the Sea of Galilee, and there continued all night in prayer, In the morning he announced to the
multitudes who called themselves his disciples the names of twelye men whom he summoned to
a close attendance upon himself to receive his hmructions, that they might in due time become his
messengers. With these, the twelve, he descended from the peak to a little plain on the mountain’s
side. Here he was met by a vast throng, who stood around the inner circle of the apostles to listen
to his teachings, The Sermon on the Mount was addressed primarily to the apostles, but was heard
also by the multitudes, It contains a statement of the principles of the new covenant, the laws of

—
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the kingdom of God. But it was only preliminar

blood of the Lamb which was to he given to the

Christ, to the world.

'y to the higher teachings of salvation throuzh the

apostles, and by them, after the glorification of

Verse 1. Seeing the multitudes. “These
multitudes.”  Those mentioned in the last verse
ol our lastlesson, Ile went up into a moun
e One of many which are close to the
alilee.  The country that spread out around
these mountains was at that time one of the most
populous, prosperous, and beautiful in the world,
The ““ Horns of Hattin » are the traditional site of
the Sermon on the Mount. When he was set.
When he had seated himself, In the East teachers
sit.  His disciples came unto him. Not the
twelve only, though probably including most of
them, but a large circle of followers, who had
been attracted by his preaching and miracles,

2. Blessed. The blessings or beatitudes
which follow are nine in number, They set forth
nine features of the spiritual character, and pro-
nounce happiness (for that is the meaning of the
acteristics,

word) on those who possess these cha
They are all traits of the true citizen of the King-
dom of heaven,

3. The poor in spirit. Jesus begins with
the very beginning of religious experience—pen-
itence, for poverty of spirit implies a sorrowful
sense of our guilt. It is, as Dr. Watson has
said, the root of all true faith or trust in God,
In this beatitude, ¢ 5 giv by Luke, the
ing said about the spirit, and the blessing is pro-
nounced on outward poverty as being a less
perilous state than that of riches ; but here the
blessed ones are plainly those who, whether pos-
sessed of money or not, feel in their hearts that
they have nothing of their own, and depend
on the bounty of God, This experience is at the
bottom of all spiritual excellence, and is the
onemeans by which we can ever reach the riches
of Christ. For th
heaven. ‘“The very
rickies begun.”—Dy, B

4. They that mourn. The entire passage
points to spiritual conditions, and the implication
is that the mourning here referred to concerns the

sisnoth-

sense of their poverty is

.,

evil that separates them from the God of love |

and purity.  There is a sorrow that worketh
death (2 Cor., 7. 10), but there is a sorrow of the
godly sort which has for its fruit eternal joy,
The second Beatitude is a development of the
first.  They who recognize their spiritual poverty
lament bitterly, but they shall be comforted
they shall receive beauty for ashes, the oil of Jjoy
for mourning, the garment of praise for the
Spirit of heaviness. These are they who, sowing
in tears, reap in joy ; these are they from whose
cyes God shall wipe away all tears,

irs is the kingdom of

5. Blessed are the meek. The third Beati-
tude is as closely connected with the second as is
the second with the first, The first fruit of holy
mournfulness is that gentleness and humility
which lead one to associate gladly with the
meanest of those who fear God. The apostle
Paul urges Titus to teach his parishioners to he
* gentle, showing all meekness untoall men,” Je-
sus said, ** Take my yoke upon you, and learn of
me, for I am meck and lowly in heart,” Peter
regarded as the chief adornment of the human
character a meek and quiet spirit, which in the

I sight of God is of great price. They shall ine
| herit the earth. This is an allusion first of all
to the inheritance of Canaan by the Isr
It is a sort of religious adaptation of an histor
ical fact, and thus resembles many of our familinr
prayer-meeting phrases. Its direct meaning is
twofold. (1) When a man delights himself in
the Lord he gives that man the desire of his
heart, and the very fact of delighting in the Lord
changes the desire of one's heart, so that often
people who have the least from one point of view
‘ have the most from another ; but apart from this
} meaning there remains another truth, that (2) the
| increase of wealth and power to the meek in gen-
eral is a fulfillment of what might almost he
called a natural law. The avariciousand preten-
tious may go further in quick acquisition, but it
is the gentle the foundations of whose success
j:u'(' laid broad and decp. “The meck are the
only rightful occupants of a foot of ground or g
‘vru.\l of bread in this world, and they are the
‘ heirs of all coming things, " — Dy, Brown,

6. They which do hunger and thirst,
These words were spoken by a man who only
a short time before had hungered and thirsted
for forty days and nights, Ile knew the pain of
physi hunger, and he pronounces a blessing
on those who have a similar yearning and cray-

[ing for goodness, They shall be filled,
“They shall be saturated.” He whose deepest
longing is for spiritual blessings shall have them
to the full and to overflow, This promise is not

| to be narrowed to mean merely God's approval,

“urthv acquittal of one’s soul at the judgment day,
but refers to every development and blessing
which the spiritual nature can receive, No one
can hunger and thirst after righteousness who
has not already some spiritual life, A good ap-
petite is an indication of health,

7. The merciful, They who enter into the

| miseries of his neighbors, They shall obtain

| merey. Whatever merey a man shows to an-

ites,




OF this truth is presented in James 2,13, o js | ages.  The unregens
hard to see how a true Christian can he anything | and goodness ;
but merciful, And the disciple should be like | Jesus Christ m

it or woman was careful to perform the last | quence the kingdom of glory.,

det

abstain from one special form of sing but the

purity here referred to tonches every part of hu- | to what in the judgment of n
- | f

man nature, and consists in theabsence of every
thing that is unpleasant to the sight of Goq

of our hearts is developed we see Go

meaning of the Pharisees were the only ones per.

mitted to enter the holy courts of the temple
0 only the pure in heart shal] en-

at Jerusalen

ter God's sp)

1al sanctuary.

9. The peacemakers, The nore of heay-
enly atmosphere a man has about him the more
stronger does his disposition become to adjust

differences and reconcile those who contend,

They shall be called the children of God.
They who study peace and diffuse it are like the
Lord, who is abundant in long-suffering, in good-
ness, and in forgiveness of iniquity. Peace-

makers are recognized as the children of Goq
Vecause of their family likeness,

10. They which are persecuted for righta |

tousness? sake, They that suffer because they
are good. Strange that goodness should bring
suffering on anyone, but it does, And persecution

CRITICAL AND HO

1. The Beatitudes are a complete and (many
think) a systematic exhibition of Christian mo-
rality,  The rest of the Sermon on the Mount is
only an expansion of the principles that are here
stated.  The epistles, so far as they deal with
conduct, never rise higher than this code of the
divine Teacher,

2 Yet there is nothing in this sermon that
is distinctively and exclusively Christian, 1)
Thereis no mention of Christ as the central oh-
ject of faith, There is not a suggestion of the
vicarious atonement, nor the first hint of the re-
generating work of the Holy Spirit. The Re-
deemer, the cross, and the Spirit are conspicuously
absent from this discourse, (2) Besides, every
Beatitude is taken from the Old Testament ; some-
times in almost the exact language, But they
were buried there as gems in the quartz, Jesus
brought them out asthe sculptor brought out the
angel from the hlock of marble, by breaking off
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other God will repay him in full, The other side for righteousness’ .

he pure in heart, The Pharisaic pure | dom of God in this world ;

ey shall see God, As yet we see him
igh a glass, darkiy, but in proportion as the
1

Those who were pure according to the

sake is not limited to barbaric
ate human heart hates God
3 and all those who live godly in
ust suffer persecution, Theirs is
the Kingdom of heave The spiritual king-
i and by logical se-
y Which is our pe-

Lof the Jewish ritual with prayerful mind; ‘ ward, It is at this point profitable to look back
the pure men and woman of modern times ] over the Beatitudes

which we have studied,
S8 in each case is attached
1en would bring
lare.  Men in theip hearts bless him that is
rich, our Lord's blessing s upon poverty of
Spirit; not the laughing, but the pensive ; not
the resentful, hut the meek and quiet ; not the
avaricious, but those who long for spiritual bless.
ing ; not attention to one's rights, but the devel-
opment of merey ; not assertion of religion, but
purity of heart ; not lighting for principles, but
making peace, Our Lord came to turn upside
down the prevalent moral convictions of the
world, His work is not yet done, either in the
world at large or in the Church of Christ, w hen
men shall revile you and persecute you.
Any sort of persecution, either physical op mental;
but remember that when evilissaid against us for
the suke of Christ it must be falsely said if it
bring areward, « Righteousness’ sake in verse
10 and *“ my sake " in verse 11 areidentical. Jesus
was bound up with righteousness—was righteous-
ness Incargate,

12, Rejoice, Exult, So persecuted they
the prophets, Be like the prophets in their
| holiness and in their sufferings, and you will be
| like them in your reward in heaven,

and observe how sucee:

MILETICAL NOTES.

| the parts that did not belong to it, (3) Christian
| morality is not essentially different from true
| morality of any age or religion, Christ did not
| take a jot from the law, Right is eternal anq un-
| alterable,

3. Asexhibited in the Beatitudes, Christian mo-
rality differs from the old, in that it has its spring
in the innermost character rather than in exter-
nal compulsion. Its voice is not the thunder of
prohibition, but the music of desire. It is from
within rather than from without, It js liberty

| rather than restraint.

| 4 Itincludes seven distinct features of charac-

| ter. There are eight Beatitudes, but the last (per-

| secution) describes what is sure to come in this
world to those who have the seven. It is thought

| that Jesus gave just seven because the perfect
number would suggest that these covep the
whole ground of human virtue,

5. The first Beatitude, ** Blessed are the poor in
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————
spirit,” is fundamental—the one on which all the
others are built, The Greek word ptochoi, which
isheret " conveys the idea of hu
miliation rather than poverty, which is a totally
different word—pentes, There is no blessedness
pronounced here on voluntary poverty. Indeed,
when grace is triumphant, it makes the wilderness
blossom and s coupled with the ¢ promise of the
life which now is
mend poverty of intellect, The spiritual life
awakens every noble faculty, Ignoranceis not an
essential mark of saintship.  8till le
blessed who have but few of the spiritnal graces
Such are spiritually poor—not poor in spirit,”
The phrase describes that deep sense of need of
divine things, which makes one guperior to his
carthly conditions, whether he has much or
little.  Wealth, distin tion, success, which so
allure the world-mind, do not awaken his vanity ;
for he feels his spirit’s need—ever longing, never
satistied, praying more and more for that divine
indwelling which is his blessedness.  In all mat-
ters spiritual  self-satisfa,
with personal worth,

His reward is the ¢ kingdom of heaven "'—that
realm in which the will of God reigns
Notice the tense of the verb in contrast with the
future of the other six. The poor in spirit are
already in the kingdom, They are not obliged 16
wait for their blessedness until some indefinite
future time, .

6. The other Beatitudes have been arranged
(Lange) into two classes, (1) Those that
scribe the soul’s inner life in its progressive
unfolding—mourning, hungering, purity, (2)
Those that relate to the Christian’s active and
outward dealings with men—meckness, mercy,
peace-making, It is to be observed that these
are all parts of one character, They all spring
from the one root and are only different phases
of the one divine life, Christian morality is i
clusive, demanding all virtue, and exclusive ) eX-
pelling all vice,

7. The blessedness or happiness of this condi-
tion is just the reverse of what the world wishes,
Under the mistaken idea that he is happy who
has wealth, peace, success in this world, ours is
a struggling, competing artificial life, In pur-
suing happiness by a method just the reverse of
the Beatitudes, we are cating bitter fruit, The
world is confessedly unhappy. The increase of
its good only adds wretchednes; But he who
lives by the law of the Beatitudes is indeed
blessed—first, because of the heavenly life that
dwells within him ; and, secondly, because the
very thing he foregoes he ains, and gains by fore-
#oing it.  Every reward is the natural outflow of
its corresponding virtue,

islated * poor,

Much less does Jesus com-

they

ion varies inversely

supreme,

[Jan. 23,

Thoughts for Young People,
The Seven Blessings of the Gospel,

Lo The Gosprel brings to men a citizenship in the
Kingdom of heaven, The proudest boast of a man in
the ancient time was, * I am a Roman citizen ;»
inmodern times, “1 am an American,” [ am
an Englishman,”  But higher than this is the
honor of being a subject of the kingdom of

The Gospel brings to wen comfort in theiy
. All people have troubles, but only those
who believe in Christ can be sure of comfort in
them,

3o The Gospel brings to men inheritance in the
carth.  People are everywhere seeking to become
owners of the soil and masters of the earth, The
child of God is the only one who is sure of u lust-
ing possession,

4. The Gospel brings to men Jull satisfuction,
People are thirsting, but few are satisfied, The
secker after God will obtain all that he desires,

Be The Gospel brings to men mevey, Some peo-
ple find the world selfish and hard ; but he who

ves kindness obtains favor,

6 The Gospel brings to men JSellowship with Goa.
Those who keep their hearts pure can enjoy com-
munion with the highest,

T The Gospel brings to men sonship. People find
themselves far from Godj but through Christ
they may receive the adoption of sons,

Orientalisms of the Lesson,
What a strange sound must such utterances
have been in the Gentile world!  Seidel, in his
Times of esus, says there was some moraliz-
| ing literature, such a s discourses on
“Virtue ” and the writings of Horace, Juvenal,
and Tacitus, It was the fashion, too, to receive
philosophers into the house, not merely as teach-
ers, but as educators, and obtain from them
counsel and advice as respects character and
| conduct, “But only too often the corrupt life
was the direct contradiction of the moralizing
teachings ; the preacher of morals, for instance,
was an adulterer, and so it was generally some
gross sin accompanied good teaching,”
‘“Blessed are they that mourn” can, of course,
only have reference to spiritual grief over sin,
but the rhetoric is intense when oriental mourn-
ing is taken as its hasal picture, Dr, Schick, the
famous architect of Jerusalem, has a daughter
who, writing of mourning customs among Chris-
/ tianized Arabs and Persians, tells how the

Senee

women on the death of a relative put on their
| best clothes and join in the lumentation, The
[ women rend their clothes, tearing the upper gar-
‘ ment, which is in the shape of ashirt held at the
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waist by a girdle, They seize this garment at
the opening in front of the chest and tear it
downward, the deeper the grief the longer the
rent.  This is afterward stitched up, but so as to
show the seam on the outside. They then un-
cover their heads, at all other times covered,
tear out their hair, strike their faces, scratch theip
countenanc beat their breasts, and many
£mear soot over their faces, Oceq fonally men
pull out their beards. But all this is only sym-
bolie of the deep grief men should feel over theip

sins and sinfulne

‘“ Blessed are ye, when men shall revile yon, and
persecute youn, and say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake,” Such a combination

as is described here is not casy to illustrate by
actual instances outside of oriental or heathen
lands. Aninstance is at hand in a combination to
ruin a Christian merchant in Ooroomiya, whose
wifewas related to one who afterwy 'd became Per.
sian Ministerto France, by reason of a scandalous
but false report concerning him,  An infuriated
rabble rushed upon his place, looted it, threw
him into the street, kicked and beat him, and
dragged him through the streets, e was offered
protection if he would turn Moslem. e
refused, and offered five hundred dollars to he
saved from the mob, “Ng ! say the ereed or they
will kill you ! wus answered,  The mob thrust
him through with thirty daggers, and cursed his
religion, while he eried, ¢ Eloj, Eloi, lama sabacl-
thaniy” A rope was tied round his neck, his
naked body, beaten beyond recognition, was
flung into a cesspool, and a dead dog thrown in
beside him, He was an innocent man, and the
government recognizing that all this was charged
“falsely” for Christ’s name, pensioned his
family, and gave a title of nobility to his eldest
son, as reparation for not saving this man, Tan
Khan, from the mob,

By Way of Illustration,

Christ's Sermons, Christ’s sermons dealt not with
scrupulous tithes and ceremonial cleansings, but
With the human soul, and human destiny, and hu-
man life, His preaching is a great s whose
smiling surface breaks into refreshing ripples at
the feet of our little ones, but into whose unfath-
omable depths the wisest may gaze with amaze-
ment and love.—St. Augustine,

The Beatitudes, 1 love to think of the Bille as
one vast musical composition, The Dec alogue,
and Job, and Psalms are the grand and mysteri-
ons diapason p;l;ls. When we come to the
Beatitudes we have just an octyve of beautiful
minor notes, and although they are minor, they
are so full of melody and sweetness that they
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bring not tears, hut smiles and an uphift of soul,
—Musical Memnories,

A New Tvaching, The minds of thesespeople
were haunted with legendary prophecies as to
how their Messial) would stand on the shope at
Joppa and bid the Sta pour out its pearls and
treasure at his feet ; how he would clothe them
with jewels and scarlet, and feed them with a
sweeter manna than the wilderness had known,
But Christ reveals to them another King, an-
other happiness—the riches of poverty, the roy-
alty of weakness, the high blessedness of SOrrow
and perse

ution.— Cunon Furvar,

Golden Text, What is light 2 It is not the sun-
light alone, else we should see nothing but the
sun. - Scientists tell us that there js an invisible
ether in space through Which sunlight come y
and that ether is made up of minute particles,
cach ane of which rejects the sunlight, and so the
world is illuminated and we have what we cqll
Hlight.”  The Christian world is enlighteneq
to-day because Christiuns reflect Christ, and the
hieathen world is da because he is unknown,
and his life of love is not given back to the
world,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

The Beatitudes are the direct reverse of the
maxims of this world, No human teacher evep
said that a poor spirit was likely to be a reigning
spirit.  The world says if you want to s cewd,
You must think yourself as good, and perhaps g
little better, than anyone else.  “Behold, we call
the proud happy ; these are the ungodly who

prosper in the world and increase in riches,”

Perhaps the world’s maxims are right for the
| bossession of what the world has to give ; but
| éven though we could possess all the kingdoms
| of the earth and find unalloyed pleasure in them,
| it would not last, for the fashion of the world
| and the glory of it bass away. Jesus knows
| what real blessedness is, and he sends us in g dj-
,‘r«('linn exactly opposite to that in which the
| world bids us go to find it,
| Every word Jesus spoke went to the root and

reason of things in the secret soul, No outward
‘(‘il'!'lllllshlnlw'ﬁ can make us blessed ; inward
transformation only meets the case. Can I help
the proud, self-willed child who thinks he knows
[ and will not listen to advice? God cannot help

us unless we have the teachable spirit, |
would be glad indeed to hear you say you are
utterly without power to make yourself better;
heartsick of yourself, your sin, and your weuk-
ness, for then you would he at the gateway of
the kingdom, where Jesus could help you., The
world says, *Blessed are they who never know
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sorrow.”  Jesus said, “ Blessed are thiey that | healing the Hapotent man at Bethesda, ete, (2)
mourn.” A nature incapable of ¢ cepest grief is | The return to Galilee, walking through the corn-
incapable of highest joy. One who never feels fields on the Sabbath, and healing the withered
regret for having done wrong goes gayly onin a  hand in the synagogue. (3) The miracles and
life of selfishness and sin, the heart growing teachings by the sea, (4) The call of the twelve, %)
harder and colder every day 5 another, sceing | The Sermon on the Mount,...Draw g sketch map
himself as God sees, with true sorrow repents, Of the Sea of Galilee, and locate the mountain of
and finds the joy of a heart filled with gentleness | the sermon.... Present a word-picture of the ci-
and love.  Which of these is the blessed one?  cumstance 1, mountain, apostles, multitude,
The word “comforted ”* means not only solace, 'etc....The aim of the discour -+..Show the
S0othing, and sympathy, but also strength, cour- | characteristics of a cltizen of the kingdom of
ace, faith, fiber of soul. No flower can live in | heaven as here portrayed. ... What are the bless-
unclouded sunshine; no graces of character | ings here presented to men ¥

flourish in a life of unbroken ease and pleasure, ‘

S—8
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|

The rain of tears is good for the garden of the Before the Class,
heart.,

You do not care to be called “ meek # b i

like people of spirit#  Are not patiency

ou Development of the Text, Note first that the Beat-
content- | itudes are positive in their character, and in this
ment, self-control, leadership, to be desirgd? All | are different from the commandments, The one
these are included in meekness, Moses was * the | forbids action and speaks forth the warning,
meckest man above all on the face of the earth,” | “Thou shalt not ;" the other enjoins action and
and he was one of the greatest, promises blessedness as a reward. Divide the
I wish I could throw into one sentence which | Beatitudes into two classes : the first four, those
You would never forget the blessedness of hun- | which refer to the inner life, *“looking upward
ger for a heart right with God ! from man to God, and indicating qualities in
To be merciful is to be full of compassion, 'man as related to God;” the remaining three,
pity, helpfulness ; not hard upon others; “con- “looking earthward and contemplating man’s
sidering thyself lest thou also be tempted.” May relation to his fellow-man and to his earthly sur-
the blessedness of this Christlike grace be yours ! roundings.”
O, the blessedness of a pure |
always up to God with the peac

't which looks Group I. 1. The poor in spivit, The ones empty
scontent, and as- of self and self- isfaction.  Unsatisfied with
surance of a little child gazing in its mother’s the things of this world and consciously wanting
face ! something higher and better, Such a one shall
be happy, for that want shall be supplied and
the kingdom of heaven shall be his,

They that mourn, Those who reg

You have ample opportunity to prove the
blessedness of being a peacemaker, I am sure,
Try it by a soft answer, that turns away wrath,
and by being pleasant when others are tired and

Cross,

ize their
needy condition and their past life, which has
brought them to that condition, When the clear
light of truth enters one's life, and he sees rightly
the results of an evil course, mourning will foi-
(low 5 but he will be comforted, for when the e
sults of sin are clearly seen and sorrow a
ened the impulses of man are toward a new life,

Can there be blessedness in persecution ¥ Not

in itself, for it may be bitter and hard to bear,
But if you have a love for truth, goodness, right-
cousness, which makes You willing to suffer
rather than compromise, and a love for Jesus
which would make you rather dje than deny him | and the Lord has promised his help in living
or bring reproach upon his name, then indeed | such a new life.
you are blessed. It is the character which en-| 3, The meek,
dures persecution which makes you worthy to
possess the kingdom, Jesus was not ml\’mwhuz'
theories ; his teachings are for practical, daily | ings, although they may not Possess much of the
use.  Suppse we put these Beatitudes to the test

world’s goods,
this week and report next Sunday if we lun‘c“ 8. They which do hunger and thirst after vight-
found their blessedness for ourselves, | cousness.  The earnest seeker after right relations
P to God and man. Such shall truly be fiiled, shall
The Teachers’ Meeling. be satisfied of his I‘nlnuvr. l‘nr.(imI‘ has pm.mlxml
that all who seek him shall find him, and in the

finding shall be complete satisfaction,
Note that these four Beatitude
| tiens toward God and are give

The humble and submissive to
the will of God, being content with their lot,
Such truly inherit the earth and enjoy its bles

State the most important “connecting links
between the last lesson and the present ; as (1)
The journey to Jerusalem for the second passover,

embody aspira-
n in logical order :
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|
e conscious need : () sorrow for the con |
and the cause ; (¢) the submissive spirit |
to receive what shall be given; (d) the

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

18 for that which shall satisfy, O for a heart to praise my God,
Group IL 1. The mere iful. Those w hose right- « Take my life, and ot it be,
vousness flows out toward thejp fellow-men in Keep thou my way,
deeds of loving-kindness, Those who thus act Lord Jesus, 1 long to be perfectly whole,

rd their fellow-men must love righteousness One little hour,
vir hearts, and it is those who love right-
cousness who shall receive merey at the hands of

God, even though they fail at times in some of I bring to thee, my Saviour,
their actions, Teach me, O Lord,
2 The pure in heant, Those who have Kept Striving to do my Master's will,
themselyes « unspotted from the world,* It is |, Learning of Jesus,
not enough to act rightly tc ward one’s fellow- Kina words can never die,
man : one must act rightly in response to an in- |
ner lmpulse or motive which is pure and sincere, T

The peacemakers, Those who endeavor to
promae pvu.n'c o0 thelr brethiren, Ihlllsvxvm- Freemax,  ver, 1 The posture of teachers
plifying their right to be called the children of ’
God. God's great desire is to bring man into
beace and harmony with himself ; his children,
inheriting his nature, should manifest it iy »
similar manner,

Lastly, the result of living out the Beatitudes
may be revilings and persecutions, fop righteous-
ness can have no denlings with unrixhlvnnsm-ss,
and at times the clash must come ; but when it
does come, and You suffer fop righteousness®
sake, *“ Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great
I8 your reward in heayen,»

References,

Blackboard,

Neecifle application, The various applications
of the Beatitudes have been given in the text. |
development, Iy closing the lesson review l)um‘
B Wes and impress the fact that they are |
characteristies of a Christian’s life ; iy fi

y that '
they should be ¢ Characteristics of his Jife to- |
ward God and man, |

A D. 28,] LESSON v, How To PRAY. [Jan. 30,
GOLDEN TEXT, Pray to thy Father which is in secret, Matt. 6. 6.
AvtHORIZED VERsion,
Matt. 8. 5-15, [ Commit to me Mnmory verses 9-13,]
[Read the whole chapter, ]

5 And when thoy prayest, thou shalt not be as
the hypocrites are » for they love to pray standing
in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets,

may be seen of men, Verily say unto

REVISED VErsioy,
| 5 And when Ye pray, ye shall not be as the
‘ hypocrites ; for they love to stand and pray in
the Synagogues and in the corners of the
Streets, that they may be seen of men, Verily
I say unto You, They have received their pe-

.u:p.l;l‘ltn;_}- huru;lwirll"c\\'unl. £ b o 6 ward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter

> But thou, when thoy prayest, enter into thy ) or ¢ ving s r
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray | into thine inner (Im!nlmr, and m““".‘ shat thy
to thy Father which is in Uroret s and thy Father | door, pray to thy Father which is in secret,

which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly, and thy Father which seeth in secret shall
7 But when Ye pray, use not vain repetitions,

as the heathen o for they think that they shall | r:-mmpenslv'thct'. i 'm }.'m'ﬂ"g b unt'
be Lieard fop their mueh speaking. ; vain repetitions, as the Gentiles do: for they
8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your|  think that they shall be Leard for their much




ﬁ,

42 SUND.AY SCHOOL BAN,

NER, [Fan. s0,

Father knoweth what things ¥e have need of, he- | § Speaking, Be not therefore like unt

fore ye ask him, for your Father knoweth what things 1 Vi
4 After this manner therefore pray ve: Ouap 9 need of. bofore ta k hir After this

Futher which apt in heaven, IHallow e be thy | ¥ need of, before ye ask i 4 it - i

i uer therefore pray Yer Our Father wi rt
10 1 kingdom come, Thy will he done in

10 in heaven, Hallowed 1y thy name, Thy |

;8 i s In heaven, dom come, Thy will be done, as in heav

11 Give us this day our daily bread, ",
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our [ 11 on earth, Give us this day our d;

lebtors, 12 And forgive ns our debts, as we t
13 And lead us not Into temptation, g deliver | 13 forgiven our debtors, And bring us not i110
s from evyil ; lv'nrlhmyi»llur Kingdom, and the temptation, but deliver ys from the evil 3
power, and the glory, forever, Amen, . A
e e p, 14 For if ye forgive men theip trespasses, your
14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses your| ~ ) I. Father will also fop
heavenly Father will alseo forgive you ; 15 heavenly Father will ulso orgive you, Rt it
15 But if ye fo ¢ not men theip trespasses, ve forgive not men i T trospasses, neithor

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses, | will your Father forgive youp frespasses

Time and Place.—Tlis lesson is a further se. Why should this example be shunned
cetion from the Sermon on the Mount, which What need, the n, is there for onp asking
vas delivered, probably, in the carly summer of | 2, T ue Prayer, v, 0-15,

\. D. 28 on the Horns of Hattin,» Ruters | Why is this form ¢ alled the Lord's Ppayve
Pilate, governor of Judea; Heroq Antipas, 1.»; Show that it is not intended to be the on)

trarch of Galilee ang Perea. To whom is this prayer addressed ¢

Home Rea What does this teach as to onp Kinship v

What is the fipst object of petition ¢
What is meant by the “name** of God?
For what does the second petition ask v
What is God's « kingdom y»

What is next desired s

. How to Pray, Matt, ~15,

Tu, Enconragement to prayer. Matt 7, 7
V. Believing prayer. James 1, 1-8

Th. True and false prayer. Luke 18, 9-14,
. In Christ's name. John 16, 23-33. How is God's will done in heaven s
o A mercifal God, Psalm 86, 1-10, ’ What ‘)~Huwm|m|nn burden :-I these three .
S, Abundant goodness, Psalm 145, 8 19, 5 aata

|

| tions
What personal gift is first sought ¢
How is the next petition limiteq v
No. 202, New Canadian Hymnal, What twofold grg
Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!
That calls me from a world of care,

Lesson Hymns,

Ace is hiere songht v
| What is the hasis for all trye prayer
‘ Why ought we 1o cherish u forgiy ing spi
] Wherein is the Lord’s Prayer a model for
No. 201, New Canadian Hymnay, . )
No. 201, New Can wdian Hymna) r'_"d""g‘ of the Lasion,

l’rr'lyer is the soul's sincere desire, . 1. True prayer is of the hegpt, It is the soups ‘
Uttered or unexpressed ; longing for God, 14 is the instinet of tellowship ;
the yearning for love's best gifts of lifeand tight,
No. 203, New Canadian Hymnal, 2. True prayeris unselfish, God's glory is tipst
1‘;\1 l,hoi b[],u“;.d hour of prayer, when oup hearts with a spiritual soul, Tlis righteousness our I
owly bend, Supreme desire and good, Tlis king ly ’
And we gather to Jesus, our Saviour and friend - in(l-lrl(d:n “',[ ,,‘:.,ll;',:]l:;ns i,,,, l,,',l,A,,;'\mL"l”m i
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS, ) ZL‘Trl'!v prayer is sure of reward. It sooks
- False Prayer, v, 58, God’s will ; and we know that he hegrs and will i
] SSran 5 5 N '
Who are named as offering false prayer » went or:. 1 dohn 5. 14, 15, *No i PRI oyer
How do such show thefy insim-«rily ’ went empty-handeq from the pre sence of the
What promise js made concerning them, ? QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIA
What place of prayer should one seck ? | SCHOLARS, i1
Is public prayer, then, forbidden » {its False Prayer, v, 5-8 ’
To whom s all real prayer offera ¢ GOLDEN | What place should g true worshipep seek fop
Texry prayer ?
In what promise has falge prayer no part » What blessing will follow seepet Prayer » v,
What and Whose faults of prayer are to he | What forms of Xpression ought \\1-.111.. id ¢ 7
avoided » [ Into What mistake do the heathen falr 9
What mistake leads to these faults v ( Why cannot we inform God ag toour wants s
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1 2. True Prayer, v, 015, How do we ask for things which we peeg s
Y Who has given us a model of true praye That we may have ¢ daily breag,*
n To whom is true prayer offered ¢ When do we learn that onp faults shall 1,
i For what do we ask in the first petition ¢ given When we forgive others,
When do we desipe that God's kingdom shoulq What does this prayerteach us to resist ¥ The
come ¥ spirit of evil,
il Where is perfect obedience to God's will How many words are in this prayer?
vt shown ¢ By what name do we call ity
to How often should we geck bread ** fop our Why do we think that Jesys meant childven 1o
0, souls ¢ ’l--;n'n it? Itisso short and <o simple,
ol How does 'llll't'l'll"lh'l]]Hlill“\ill"f"l':i\“:!l'\\  J i
it '\}'II) should we fear being led iy.nn temptation » THE LJ SON CAT CHis,
ey To whom does all glory belong
Does God really condition answers to oyp

prayers on our forgiveness of othe

rs ¥
Practical Teae

Where in this lesson

1. That good de d

m. That true pray
That God’s gloy

hings,
are we taught—

9
3.
oy ?

QU

SCHOLARS,

What did Jesus te
do in this lesson
Why should we
less—he

ach his disciples (

pray to God »
isstrong,

What are hypocrites » Pe
to be what the

Y are not,
How did

Jesus tell his disc
Who always hears
What will he cert
To whom do we ¢
Father.”
What do we ask first
God’s kinge

when we truly pry
ainly do v
fer our

in this Prayer ¥
lom may grow,

THE LESSON ourT
How to Pray,

I. Pray ALONE,

Enter into thy closet, vg, 1
Into thy chambers, . 26, 20,
Shut the door. . . -and prayed,

Il. Pray ToovenrryLLy
Not vain repelitions, v, 7, 8,
Not rash with thy mouth, g
With a true heart,
III. PraY as 2 Son,
Our Father, v, g,
Now..

Heb, 10, 92,

««the sons of God,

We ery, Abba, Father,

IV. PraY wiry SuBmIssion
Thy kingdom . .

1 John 8, 1,8
Rom, &, 15, 16,

Vi 10,
Matt, 7, 21
Matt, 26, 30, 42,

Thy will,
He that doeth the will,
Not as I will,

are sure of reward ¢
Fnever fails of answer v
'y 18 the Christian's highest

ISTIONS FoR YOUNGER

and us) o
We are helpa
ople who pretend

iples to pray ¥

That | forit was his love that provided the

2 Kings 4,

(For the entipe school, )

| L How did Jesus tell us not to prayy 1

"0 be
To whom did he te
Texr: ¢ Pray,” o,
3. How again did he tell us
vain repetitions, like the
4. What mode] did he
“Our Father, which artin heaven,» ¢
Ss On what condition wil] (
we forgive others,
,‘ 6. It we do not
God will not forg

1l us to pray? Goinpgs
NOLLO pray 2 With
heathen,

give us fop praying

iod forgive s L}

forgive others, what then ¥
ive us,

OUR CHURCH CATECHIsM,
9. What lesson does the dea

ath of Chrjst teach
ust

The great evil of sin, and
God, which could not suffer g
10, Is that the only lesson ¢

No; we learn the blessed truth that God js |

the strict holiness of

in to go unpunished

ove:

Saviour for
men.

LINE,

V. Pray vor A NEEDS,
Give un. ... .our daily bread, v, 1,
Your requests be made known, Pj), 46,7
33, Thy burden upon the Lord. b

Psalm 55, 22,
VL. Pray rox ForGIvENEss,
Forgive us our debts, v. 12
Forgiveth. . . ,thine iniquities,
Through his blood. Eph, 1.7,
VIL. Pray rog Gon’s Cagg,

Not into Ir'//l/:l:t{iuu, but, v, 13,
The Lord knoweth hoyw,
Keep them from the e

VIIL Pray wiry Love 1

3

Psalm 103, 3,

2 Peter 2, 9,
Vil John 17, 15,
» MEN,

give men theiy lrespasses, vy, 14, 15,
Kind one to another, Eph, 4, 39,

As Christ forgaye you. Col. 3, 12, 18,
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:XPLANATORY AND PRACTICA L NOTES.

Our lesson is a further s lection from the Sermon on the Mount, Recall the traditional scene of
Its delivery—the “ Horns of Hattin,” an eminence nearto the Sea of Galilee—and its probable date,
the carly summer of A, D. 28, Our lesson contains a warning against those methods in prayer
Which are most used by hypocrites, an exhortation to secret devotions, and a warning against
any faith in the eficacy of ritual form.  This is followed by an assurance that our heavenly Father
KNows our needs and is not indebted to our prayers.  Then follows that prayer which is known
throughout Christendom as our Lord’s Prayer, The last passage of our lesson exhorts us to for
iveness of our f«llu\\'qnvn, assuring us that without that we ourselves cannot bhe forgiven, It was
: fashion for some years for a class of skeptical writers to claim that the Lord’s Prayer was de-
rived from sacred w ritings in the Sanskrit language ; this assertion has been weighed by later
science and found wanting, There are, it is true, parallels to the first two petitions, and imperfect
parallels to the third and sixth ; but no production of Hebraic or heathen literature is pervaded by
the spirit of the Lord’s Prayer, nor is the arrangement and climax of any other like to this, The
chords may have been repeatedly struck before, but never was this melody heard on earth till our
Saviour composed it, It ' quite in accordance with the customs of the times for the disci
Ples of a rabbi to ask for a form of prayer, and for him to ¢0mpose such a form for them, But he
who values this prayer chiefly as a ritual form loses its most precious value, It is a model prayer
rather than a form for repetition, though it is also admirably adapted to this purpose,
By its study we learn for what to pray, why to vray, when to pray, and how to pray. Dr. Adamn
Clarke has deseribed the proper idea of prayer as the pouring out of the soul to God; as a freewil
offering, solemnly and eternally dedicated to him. Prayer is the language of dependence, He
who prays not is endeavoring to live independently of God, This would-be independence was
the first curse, and continues to be the worst cu , of mankind, Prayer is first of all the proper
attitude of the soul toward God, in self-abasement, deprecation of deserved wrath, submission,
and devout aspiration,

Verse 5. When thou prayest thou shalt, | him tyo of his friends hurried to his house to
* When ye pray ye shall,” Notbe as the hypo« | tell him of it, They learned that he was at the
crites are. It was almost a habit of our Lord’s synagogue, and followed him. The Hebrew was
tninistry to call the scribes and Pharisees hypo- | engaged in performing the Shamanesra, one of
crites, There were enough pretenders in the two | the requirements of which rite is that during the
SeCls to give a reputation for falsity to all the | prayer, which lasts half an hour, the worshiper is

others, They love to pray.  Which is [ not permitted 1o Speak or even to lift his eyes,
more than can be said of the dwellers in Chpis. | lest his contemplation of the attributes of God be
tendom en masse, Bad as were the Jews of our ‘ disturbed. The two friends did not know that
Lord’s day and the surrounding nations, the | he was thus engaged, and hastened to the pew
general accusation could not be brought against where he was, ¢ \We Want 1o speak to you for 4
them that they did not love to pray, Their sin minute, d one, But the worshiper did not
lay in having the form of godliness without the speak or move, ¢y 18 good news,” said t're
power.  Standing, |t Wwas the almost universal other, But the ol Hebrew might haye been
practice among the Jews and among the early [ dead for all the visible effect it had. The ush +»
Christians to stanq while in prayer, In the | whispered to him that two ¢, ends had importan
Synagogues and in the corners of the | business With him, but he qiq not 80 much as
streets. The Jewish stated prayers were very | raise his head, So the messengers sat down, and
long, and, like the Mohammedan prayers of the | about twenty minutes later the Hebrew, having
present time, had to be recited wherever the [ completed the prayer, came to their pew to hear
worshipers happened to be. The self-conceited | the news,  This did not oceur on a Saturday, or
Pharisees often contrived to be in the public [ in public worship, It is an illustration of the
parts of the city at the hour of prayer, so that | elaborate formality of the Hebrew prayers, so
they might be reverenced for their piety. Hin- many of which seem to lose lh«-irvm"m-y if they
dus and Mohammedans act in the same way [are not seen of men. The “corners of the
now.  On the morning of the day when these streets "’ were public places, and these Pharisces
Dotes were written a New York newspaper told | were not only noticeable by the very fact of
of the nomination of & Hungarian orthodox standing there, but they recited theip prayers
l!‘ brew as a candidate for alderman in New aloud, and often had the tallith, or veil nfprui\« r,
York city,  When it was decided to nominate over their heads, They have their reward,

th
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6. Enter into thy closet, and when thon ceived befope by his
Concerning this
command, which was listened to with wondering

hast shut thy door pray.

cars, three or four statements may be made,
is the spirit of secret prayer that
valuable,
tentation. 2, Secret prayer does not at all set 4
the duty of publie prayer,
value in secret prayer arising from the fact that

side

it avoids distraction and sets the worshiper alone
We must shut the door against the

with God,
world. Thy Father which is in secret, “God
18 everywhere, and yet is not seen among the oc-
cupations of time ; but when these are left behind,
and the soul retires into Its secret place, God is
there both to see and to reward the devout wop-
\hl[H‘lﬁ”—-"IU'I‘{L

7. Use not vain repeti ions, as the hea«
then do. Tlebrews used them also, and do yet,
and Christians borrowed them from both, The
majesty of a ritual is often increased by rhetori-
cul repetition, and, like publie prayer, repetition
of this sort is not here forbidden, but the repeti-
tion that depends on itsclfis. They think they
shall be heard for their much speaking, We
are to remember that onp Lord himself prayed
thrice, ¢ using the same words,” “ Pray, *has not
quantitative mechanical foree increased in pro-
portion to the number of prayers offered,"—

ford. We are not to depend upon prayers, hut
apon the God of prayer,

8. Your Father knoweth what things ye
‘ave need of, Ang We do not know, Rom,
> %6, Why, then, should we make our requests
Known unto God ¢ That Wemay come into close
ccmmunion with him, True prayer is an attj-
tude of the soul,

9. l\flcrlhismmnwr. Thus, The petitions
«f the Lord’s Prayer, which are seven in number,
deseend from himself down to his subjects anq
their daily neeqds, Our Father Which art in
heaven, The fatherhood of Goq Was known to
Israel, but Jesus emphasized it in g manner un-
known before, ¢ It is not too much to 5
says Dr. Brown, * that the view which our Lord
gives throughout this, his very first lengthy dis.

CRITICAL AND HON

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus contrasts
the righteousness of the law with that of llw“
new kingdom. The law deals with the act, It
cannot control the motive out of which it springs |
or the spirit with which it is performed. A man
might have g murderous heart and not shed‘

o L]

SUNDAY So1r 007 1. INNER,

atsoever a man soweth that also shall he

1 It f:rlvn by his name,
is especially [ differences hinged on whether the
A man might pray in secret from os-

15
/ e ——————
course, of our Father jn heaven beggars all that
Was ever taught even jn ( iod’s own word, or
-\ili"';‘.”
name. Be thoy thyself he
ence,

con-

Hallowed be thy
Id in supreme rever-
In the earliest days God was revealed to
Deep theological and morul
Supreme Being
Was worshiped as Baal op aJehovah, Eyen to-day
' [In certain heathen countries a mistake made by

describe the Christian’s God has tended throngh
years to embarrass the progress of Christianity,

10. Thy kingdom come. Thy spiritygal
dominion, Thy will be done in earth as it
isin heaven, As ('hm-r!llll.\'tlull«', as constantly
cone, as satisfactorily done,

11. Give us this day our daily bread,
" (ive us this day the food and support which
this day’s necessiti " Itis not out of

3. There is a special ’ early missionaries inthe use of g native word to

require,”
place to streteh this petition into a request fop
spiritual nourishmeyt also,

12, And forgive us our debts, As if God
demanded reparation from ys, Duty and debts
are two forms of the same word, “A duty up-
fulfilled is a debt unpaid.” The storjes told in
Luke 7. 41 anq Matt. 18, 5 are explanations
of the thought here, we forgive our
debtors. The Greek implies that we have yl-
ready forgiven them ; that the condition has been
met before we begin our pray Christ con-
stantly teaches that the temper that does no for-
give cannot be forgiven,

13. Lead us not into temptation, 7T,

| Word means both what we call temptations anq
| what we call trials, Our Lord prayed in the
| climax of his life of trouble, ¢« ¢ it be possible,
ler this cup pass from me.”  And his apostle
promised in his name to every tried and tempted
soul a way of escape,  Deliver us from evil,
| From the evil one, Thine is the k gdom, ete,
This clause is omitted by more recent scholars,

14, If ye forgive men., Here comes g plain

_}smh'nn»m of the doctrine implied in vepse 12,

Repentance is the condition of being forgiven,
““Men's sing against us are only theip stumhblings
or fallings off from the duties they owe us, but
ours are debts to God's Jjustice which we can
: never discharge,”

12

TILETICAL NOTES.

blood. He could Wish his neighbor's property
and not steal, He could worship before the
altar yet be coarsely irreverent, Obeying the
law, he might still be unholy, Thus legal
righteousness is far from complete, But the
spiritual kingdom ‘quires righteousness of heart,
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Tt is satistied only with the cleansing of the in- (3) “Its supreme desipe,” For God's glory
Hermost springs of conduct, Thus it demands | (verse 10), (4, + Its dependence ™ (verse ). The
v," is an in-
In our lesson Jesus applies this principle to | vention of the evangelists, and is to be found no
prayer. He contrasts the false prayer with the ' where else, ll-un-;minzmrnmpmul% with that o,
true by showing that the one is but an act while | the Hebrew in Proy, 30. 8, and means the food
the other is the outgoing of the heart to God, " convenient for the day, " Bengel says, “Forth»
Verses 5-8, Tug FALSE PrAvER, Its general coming day.” The petition implies the sense of
character is expressed by the term ¢ hypocrite,” | continuous dependence. (5) “The sense of guil.
The current use of the term, meaning one y ho [ and need of pardon™ (verse 12), (6) “Its
pretends to a piety which he knows he has not, is fraternal spirit.” [ jg « our Father,” “@Give us,"
not the sense in which onr Saviour used it, Th ‘Lead us,” It blends its want with that of its
word in classic Greek means play-actor.” The fellows., The spiritual church is a brotherhood
wtor makes no pretense to the character he is | with Interests as close as those of a common
fepresenting.  He does not mean to deceive his household,
andience, e is only acting. 13. For thine is the kingdom, ote, This
This was the scnse in Which Jesus used the doxology does not oceur in Luke nor in any of
term in deseribing the I zalists of his time, They | the oldest manuscript copies of \l.‘ll”li‘\\',—ml{/uv"/
were merely  actors--not genuine,  The more | It was probably added to the prayerin the eary

the * perfeet  righte ousness, word epiousios, here translated *“ dai
I /

particular features of the false prayer are (1) history of the Church tor liturgical purposes,
Yirade, 1o be seen of men (verse 5). When -

en seek an audience to display their devotion
tis evident to all but themselves that it is not
ti0d, but themselyes, they are worshiping, There

Thoughts for Young People,

L. We should pray.  Man needs help from
God, and he can obtain it through prayer,
* More things are w rought by prayer than this

¥ pungent truth in Jesus's desc ription of the
Pharisee praying in the temple. “He prayed with
himself.”  In solitude the soul communes with
God. (2) Another feature of the actor's prayer
15 repelition (verse 7). What is more inane op
deadening to the soul's life than mumbling over
and over a set form of words? It is “much

world dreams of
« Weshould pray in secret, for only thus can
our hearts be poured out before God,
3. We should bray in the spirit of children
looking to God as our Father and going to him
with our needs,

speaking " that degenerates into shamming, | (
There is, however, a place for public prayer, !
Divine example and scriptural precept encourage Orientalisms of the Lesson, i
It Some devout souls can understand the | Secret prayer is eminently a Christian conceps, ¢
wants of others better than they themselves, and | Dy, Trumbull gives several instances in hig per- v
in publie prayer bring the feebler ones in com- ‘.\(DHMI observation of men Wwishing to be seen and t]
munion with God. This js the key to family and | heard in their praying, e was awakened from n
public prayer, Here are frequent ¢ repetitions " | his night's sleep at the wells of Moses by the i1 el
forbidden when they spring from a heart over- | toning of prayers at day dawn by his dragoman, e
flowing with desire, Jesus enconrages us toeven who presently after appeared and as ed, ““ Did you e
‘‘importunate prayer.”  He himself in the | hear me pray this morning ¢ ** anq then enlargad =
carden thrice asked the same thing, What he in praise of his zeal and earnestness in prayers, M
emphasizes here js prayer that is genuine, is of  Of course, the sight is common enough through W
the heart, - | all the Bible lands, of men who stand to pray on S
9-13. Tue Treg PRAYER. This iy o model | the corners of the streets, At the age of twelye th
mdnot a form to be slavishly followed to the | the Arab boy must begin to pray five times g day of
exclusion of all othe Jesus's €Xpress purpose ‘ wherever he happens to be at the prayer hour, an
i In giving it was to save us from ““yain repeti- | If he is driving a bargain, it must wait until he wh
tions.” The Pater Noster itself may become as | repeats his formula, unless, indeed, he is able to B0l
Void of the spirit as any liturgical form, Notice | listen to the propositions of his purchaser and in me
(1) “Its flial Spirit.” It addresses God as | terject answers between the Postures and sen- pri
Father, Ang throughout the entire prayer | tences of his parrot-like utterances, He may in- pr
there is a tone of submission and confidence as | terject a greeting toa guest or an order for tea, dec
4 from the heart of achild, (2) “ng reverence.” | provided he proceeds without mistake, He may att
Hallowed be thy name. The name of God ejaculate a curse, or tell a passing customer to his
ihe worshiper's conception of him, [t g his [ wait a little while and he will attend to him, on |

reflection in the soul of his creatures," — Godet, | Dr, Wilson, in Dersian Life and Customs, says, pra,
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At tirst acquaintance a ( hristian is an ¢ nigma | times of
1o thein & never being seen to engage in prayep,” will be

A native, describing a ( hristian lady, said, ¢ She  much
does not revile, she does not steal nor lie, yet she tombs,

has no religion,” an because he had no concep- | ceive an answep

tion of such a thing as closet pr

prayer call is sounded by the mue Zln every man

Factory, on the hnllw-wp. oron the street corner, | This is not the case in North
and even the laborer must drop his pick ana | towns girls seldom
shovel and begin his devotions, Al places are tilthey are over twe
equally suitable fop prayer.  An Arab likes to | seldom or pever
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Kre

at distress ghopt cjaculatory prayers
Put up.  The intercession of suints js
resorted to prayer is offered at their
At times the Poor people failing to re-
to such prayers, resort in their

yer. When the despair to necromancy,”
In Arabia the women “ pray.” Mp s M.
must be seen to stand up, whether among his Zwemer says ; o At home
guests, or in his shop, or amid the noise of the | obserye the times of pri

a larger proportion
ayer than do the men,
Africa. In the
, and bhoys never, ‘pray,’ un
Ive yearsof age. Women are
allowed to attenq the public

hitve his prayer CATPEL ¢ kneel on, but if he has | prayers in the mosque,”

not that, he may mount an old box op something

clse that will aid in avoiding the defilement of

the dust, or, if need

vy cast himself down on the

carth itself

Seeret Prayey,
“Use not vain g Petitions.”  The heathen must be with the disciple.  To widen and
& they shall be eard fo, their much speak-  spiritual life we must have some place of medita-
g, The Dervishes of the East, standing op ton and prayer, The engine

By Way or J”llsll'ﬂllOlL
A% it was with the Master, so it
deepen

driver does not

crouching, or both by turns, begin theip worship think he is Wasting time when he Is feeding the
by saying the name of God, *“ Allab ! Allah 1! fin and getting up the steam, Just as the springs
Alluh seores and even hundpeds of times in ' which make the rivers Iy

said hundreds of times, and as they sway and may be a river of living water,
whirl round anq repeat these sentences hundreds place of prayer anywhere,

d succession ; then jt 18 varied with “ God is | hills and flow down to the pl
i ' God is great 1 op ¢ There is no God but | tian’s inner experience mus
God! There is no Goq but God!" each being | high upn

ris¢ up among the
ains, so each Chris
t be fed from sources
“ar the throne of Giod In order that he
You can find a
Peter found it on

and hundreds of times, faster and faster, they are top of a house, Hezekiah found it on his bed,
esteemed very holy men, General F, T, Hui;;,‘ Hagar found it in the wilderness, Jairus found

deseribing the

Arab customs of North Africa, | it on the street. David found it inacave, Anqd

Says that there is no connection, either in fact or | the dying thief found it even on the cross,— Dy,
0 popular estimation, between the most rigorous | J. B, Youny.

observance of outward forms, which are of its

effect upon the heart ; they draw, in fact, an un-

Preparation for Seeret Prayer, Not long since a
Very essence, and g holy life.  Arabs are not in | man many times a millionaire
the least deceived by what they know to be minutes of his time
merely outward and ritual, and wholly without to enlist him in g special matte;

granted me ten
for an interview, I wished
rand spent several

hours in Preparation to make the most of this

favorable inference from much outwarq show of | opport unity. It was a lmmili:nimzllmughl which
religion, In Nopty Africa they have a saying, | came to me afterward, that I was not in the habit
“8Shun a man who has made g pilgrimage to | of giving myself with like “arnestness to prepa-
Mecca once ; live not in the same street Wwith one | ration for meeting God, OQur Mohammedan

whohas performed it tw ice ; and reside not inthe | cook in

Sime country with one who Las visited the Kaaba week to

’alestine devoted several hours each

mere bodily preparation for hig five

thrice.”  General Haig says he once formed one daily seasons of prayer. The warning in the

ofa circle of
an Argh

Some twenty guests in the house of [ Book of Ecclesiastes is ; ¢ Let not thine heart be
itleman, who, excepting  himself, | hasty to utter anything before God, for God is in

when the evening adtham, or call to prayer, | heaven and thou upon earth, Therefore let thy
sounded f; om the mosque, joined the host in lhul words be few.” Qur prayers are not measured

most solemn and impress
prayers, with the prescribed genuflexiong an«l‘v Mott,
prostrations, but this host afterward Privately

Ve recitation of the by their extent, but by their content.—John R,

* The pearl of Prayers.” In the mingled love

declared that everyone was a thief, handing him | and reverence with which it teaches us to ap-
at the same time the key of a room where he had proach our Father in heaven, in the Spirituality
his baggage locked up, and warning him to bcl with which it leads ug to seek first God's king-
on his guard, He says : ““ The Christian idea nf‘ dom and ri).'hl(musm'ss, in the spirit of univer.
prayer appears to be whoily Wanting, though in | sal love

and forgiveness which it inculx'uu-s, in
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the plaral form throughout which forever €X- 1 do not really mean it Think what we ask in
cludes selfishness from our petitions, in the fact | this blessed prayer; think what good things we
that of its seven petitions one only is for any | receive if we ask sincerely ; and never again let
earthly blessing, and that the simplest, even in [us repeat the words with our lips only while the
that exquisite brevity which shows us how little | heart does not say them, too. How tenderly Je-
God desires that prayer should be made a bur- | sus invites us to come close to God our Father
den and weariness it is, indeed, the pearl of | and talk with him as with a friend, « Enter into
prayers.—Canon Farrar, thy closet, and shut thy door, and pray to thy

Father in secpet,” T, ! him all that is in your

heart. There is no Spot on earth so sweet as the

Heart Talks on the Lesson. | auict place where we talk alone with God,

The disciples once came to Jesus,
“Lord, teach us to pray.”  We cannot e
thing better, If we know how to pray, we touch |
the secret spring which opens God's storehouse | Prayer: (1) What is prayer? (2) The unaceent-
of blessing, Do yYou know how to pray? Jesus |able pray: (3) The acceptable prayer. (4)
Says “true prayer” is not using vain repetition, | Benefits of secret prayer,  (5) How God answers

" (6) Instances of prayer in the Bible,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

but it is speaking sincercly to God from the | prayer.
heart, We may bow our heads ever so devoutly | (V) Answers to prayer in your own experiency
and repeat the words he has taught us and not | «+.. The Lord’s Prayer: (1) What it reveals con-
really pray at all, We have known the Lord’s | cerning God, (2) What it shows concerning
prayer always; the sentences glide from oup lips | men. (3) What it requires of those who offer it,
|
|

without our thinking of them ; over and over

:!v.:;un we say that prn:\v.r. at hny}ur, in church, in Before the Class,

Sunday school ; but is it anything more than af

vain repetition? Ang yet itis such a beautiful Development of the Teet, Verses 5-8 give general
prayer! It is so simple every little child can | directions concerning the manner of praying,
learn it, and so comprehensive that the most ad- [ Jesus commends secret prayer.  The publie, os-
vanced Christian can ask for no more than these tentatious prayers of the hypoerites, who pray
petitions, when rightly understood, express, :‘.\lumlin',: on the street corners, are rewarded by
In it we are taught to call God * Our Father.” | the praise of men, but they do not rise to the
A father loves to give good gifts to his children. | throne of God, and hence are unanswered, The
We are tanght to hallow his name, Dare \\'r(\w-rvl prayer of the sincere man is answered by
f‘ speak to a holy God care lessly, without rever- | God openly, Again, Jesus commends the simple
ence? We ask for the coming of his kingdom. prayer \\hirh-~xpn-.~~|~.~‘lhc-lmu-('«.’mir 8. Verses
Everything would be right in this world it God | 9-13 contain the model prayer, The address and
ruled in all hearts, We say, “Thy will be done | the first three petitions are concerned with the
on earth as in heaven,” Heaven is g place of ’ glory of God and his kingdom ; the last four peti-
perfect happiness; God's will, then, must e | tions with the wants of man, Put upon the black-
8 good. The sweetest thing we ecan desire is the ’ board these two diy isions, God's Glory and Man’s

Will of one who loyes us, We misunderstand Needs, and place under thege headings the vuri-

t God when we are afraid to say, “Thy will be | ous petitions as they are taken up in class,

done.” The brayer for daily bread covers all The opening words, “Our Father Which art in
our temporal needs, Oup Father cares for the [ heaven,” give confidence at the very ountset, for
birds, and clothes the grass of the field ; much | they remind us of the re ationship eXisting be-
more will he care for ys, We ask for forgive- | tween God and man, and of the exalted position |
ness for our sin, as we forgive others, Ah, this | —and hence, power—of God. Then follows the :
searches the depths of our hearts. Do we for- three petitions concerning God's glory : :

4 give those who have offendeq us? If not, we are 1. That his name be hallowed op held in revep-

’- asking God not to forgive us when we use those [ ence, This I8 a petition that God’s goodness and

I words. Dare we say then. thnuuhllussl) ! We | powepr might be recognized and u('knln\'lvdgc-d by

ask to be kept from temptation and delivered | all men,

from evil, Woulq You not be afraid to live| 2 Thy kingdom come, If God’s name is to ie
without the protection of God in this world, so hallowed throughout the earth, it must come
full of dangers 9 Surely we should offer this pe- [ through the extension of hig kingdom in tne
tition not in word conly, but from an earnest | hearts of men, The extension of the kingdom is
sense of need. And we close by giving God all by the addition of the individual heart, for it is
honor anq Praise. What a mockery it is-jf we  only as the individual heart acknowledges the
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King that the kingdom may come in its fullness,
This work of extension, then, is work with the

nch How sweet the place of prayer,

"““nd”“]', B 2 Heavenly Father, grant thy blessing,
3. Thy will be done. God’s kingdom is to over- The praying spirit breathe,

come the kingdoms of the carth through the doing Pray “i;““m ceasing, pr

of his will by the «nlmins of that kmgvhvml. Draw Hear, Thou, my prayer,

from the class suggestions as to how God makes |

known hig will unto man, such as (1) By means

of the Bible, which gives great guiding principles ;

References,
(2) By his providence, showing us by the shay

ing | Frepmay, Ver, 7

¢ Repetitions in prayer, 645,
of events how he would have us act; (3, By
directly impressing our consciousness, j
The rullm\nu(lnurpq-nlmnsrnnrrrn man’s con- Blackboar d.
scious needs : [

L. Give us our daily bread. Trace back to
their source the supplies needful for our earthly
wants and in every case we come to God. Thig
petition ig necessary, as it constantly reminds yg
that *“ every good and every perfect gift is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of
lights.”" It is also a prayer for the supply of the
wants of our higher nature, |

RAY T0 Thy FATHER

' WHICH]IS IN

Forgive as we also have forgiven, How can ‘
sk God to forgive us if wedo not show a fop. |
giving spirit to our fellow-men ¢ God f
and does not remember against yg our iniquitic
Thus should we forgive others by not r
ing the evil they have done us,

3. Lead us not into temptation,
needful for the devel

remember- |

Trials are =
lopment of character, byt Thoughts for the Quiet Hour,
this is a prayer which expresses our conscious | . " i
weakness, and is directly opposed to that spirit | — W h”', '8 going to be our truth for
of presumption which would deliberately lead us jrear? Is it not that the loy
into temptation deserted us shall come closer to us, because it
4. Deliver us from evil. From whatever hin. | ifds us readier to receive it, making us better,
: . - | :
ders our highest spiritual de\'vlﬂplm-m, or tends | stronger, purer, nobler, more fit for life; not be-
directly to destroy spiritual life, which is com. | €AUse God loves us any more, hut hecause we,
tuanion with God through harmony of will anq | With new openness, are now ready to receive him
desires | into our lives P=Dhillips Brooks
e | s
Speeifle Application, As a man prays so ought | — Whatever sort of wise
he to work, God CXpects us to answer our own | now they began to be
prayers so far as lies in our power. When we | they set themsclves to inquire after Christ,—
pray for the universal rule of God in this worlq | Henry,
we ought to work for that rule, beginning with “ — The ways and paths of the Lord are men’s
ourselves ; when we pray for needed supplies | souls, which must be cleared of the
and strength we on eht to put forth all our | sion and the stones of sin, and thug
g
efforts to ohtain them : When we pray fop forgive- | and level for his approach,
\ /!
ness we ought to manifest the forgiving spirit,

the new
¢ which has nevep

men they were before,
wise men indeed When

thorns of pas-
make straight
—Euthymins,

— As soon as the sinner opens hig heart to Goq

in repentance God opens the heavens ang owns
him as his child, - Gosmer,
— Sell-love, pride, covetousness, have thejp
OPTIONAL mym» o at g g
AL mYMys, tears, but God Wipes away only those of humil-
"Tis the blessed hour of Prayer, ity, repentance, and lO\'a'.—()m'xm'[,
Come, my soul, thy suit prepare, — Every man can builq a chapel in his heart,

Saviour, listen to our prayer, —Jeremy Taylor,
From every stormy wind that blows,

— It is one thing to inform the ignorant anq
Bweet hour of prayer,

another to beseech the Omniscient,—Jerome,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS'’ DEPARTMENT.

Ler us thank God for unother year. Let the
old year, with its deficiencies and mistakes, go,
Let it all die and sink into its grave. Don't
wake it up. Much of our trouble comes from
waking up a dead past.  Turn to the new, wel-
come the new, rejoice in the new, and as God’s
child give yourself to the new, body, soul, ull“
the way through, You will make a new heaven
and a new earth for another soul,

Do you sing? Do your children love to sing ¥
Appreciate the fact that some of our quickest
wings to heaven beat up through an atmosphere
of song. Can you not feel the stirring and the
beating of those wings in Zion’s uplifting songs ¥
Keep the children singing, There is a pair of
wings for every child in every song sung. Yon
must help fit the wings, though, The meaning of
the song yon must declare, and you must arouse
the spirit within that hears, 8, uppl‘wiulrs.‘
spiritual things,

INTO the gloomy home of some poor little child
in your care you ecannot take the glorious sun,
but you can throw its light there, you can reflect
it. We cannot in its completeness reproduce
among the children’s homes the life of Christ.
That sun of righteousness is beyond us, {
can, though, reflect something of his beauty, Our
own individual life, words, acts, character, will
be the reflector. In homes of sorrow what

& 2 1 familiar with all the partic
a privilege to let Christ’s sympathy shine out

through ours!

A LESSON ON Moxgy,
chiildren cert

It is well to teach the

ain facts concerning money. Give

them paper oxen and sheep ; tell them that these |

were anciently used for money, and let them ex-
change such objects among themselves,

Then pass around picees of silver-colored paper
cut.in the shape of coins, and instruct them that
silver was the metal first used for currency,

Show them a pair of scales, since in ancient
times money was weighed when purchases were
made. Tell the children that the word * shekel
used in the Bible comes from shakal, to weigh,

Hold up two rings, one gold, the other silver,
and tell them rings were used by the Egyptians
for money, the same being weighed on weights in
the form of oxe

HomE-MADE SOUVENIRS. Teachers in small
classes can Prepare souvenirs for their pupils |

her class simply un
n, sheep, geese, and otheranimals, By

with little difficulty, We recommend the fol-

lowing :
On Children’s Day or Flower Sunday cards

adorned with pressed flowers or with pictures of
flowers cut from seed catalogues can be distrib-
uted.

For Thanksgiving cut out little books with
birch-bark covers, the pages to be tied with rib-
bon. In this tell the children to write what they
have to be thankful for,

For Harvest Sunday use blank cards to which
you have pasted bright pictures of fruit cut from
flower catalogues,

For Christmas prepare booklets cut in the shape
of astar, the cover to be of gilt paper, and for
Easter, booklets in the shape of a lily, Copy in
these appropriate selections, A, M. DouGLas,

“We are all of us nothing in ourselves, only
here and there we do some good thing, or say
some kind word, and then we get a sweet satvor
from it,” MacDosaLp,

ey

Upsetting Days.
BY JULIA W, JOHUNSTON,

EVERYONE has some experience with what
cannot be better described than as upsetting
days, because they seem to overturn everything,

The house mothers and all home keepers are
of such days,
when the * total depravity of inanimate things
is manifest, when all the usual order of proceed-
ings goes amiss, and matters generally seem to be
awry. Why should not primary teachers in Sun-
day school recognize the fact of a similar experi-
ence ? Truly there is no use in denying it on the
part of most of us who are in the ordinary ranks,
We certainly have upsetting days,

Sometimes, yes, often, the weather accounts
for these. Murky, damp, depressing days influ-
ence the children as well as the grown-ups, and
they show it in their irritability and general dis-
satisfaction. The heat is astill more certain and
general means of upsetting the usual quietness
and good deportment of the wee ones. On one
scorching day in summer, after long-continued
and intense torridity, a primary teacher found
controllable, The boys
seemed possessed with the very spirit of mischief,
They wriggled, and twisted, and teased each other,

upset chairs, and misbehaved generally, while the
girls were equally restless and inattentive, though
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not so boisterous, During the telling of the les-
son story they gave some heed, but became pos-
itively almost lawless during other exercises and
a certain drill that had to be gone through with,
in preparation for a public occasion,

Inall her long and happy experience the teacher
had never known such a state of affairs in her be-
loved class. It was surprising and bewildering.
She felt that she had lost her hold upon her chil-
dren and that her work was a failure, A sense
of defeat and of helplessness overwhelmed her,
In the midst of her struggles the assistant supe
intendent unexpectedly opened the door, when it
was not his wont to appear after class doors were
closed. Happily he was the teacher’s brother,
and sure of official and*fraternal sympathy both,
she beckoned to him to come in,

to the service by the share of the little ones in the
general exercises, and so long as it is needful to
drill scholars from the beginning in taking their
rightful share in the service, and helping »
{ as they should, these public meetings of younger
land older ones upon the great days, Faster
Rally Day, Christmas, and Children’s Day, will be
ield, and these difficultics must be met, The
" teacher who must meet her class at an hour pre-
ceding the general meeting must poise her spirit
foran upsetting day,
The near approach of holiday festivities and
| of the summer picnic or excursion prepares the
way for other days when discipline is hard to
maintain strictly, and easily-diverted children get
into a flutter of excitement most disastrous to
the best-laid lesson plans, and bafling to teachers

‘ Stand beside me and help me,” she faltered. | and assistants generally,

*“I never had so much trouble in my life,”
‘“Itisall the heat,” he said, encouragingly, in
alow tone ; and he was so self-possessed himself,

in contrast with his sister’s upset condition, that J
his quiet presence calmed the children without a

word,

But the teacher's heart was heavy as she looked
forward to the next Sabbath. Al the confidence
of the past seemed to be overturned by that up-
setting day, Behold, when the morning came, it
was bright and cool, The children were a set of

the serenest little cherubs imaginable. Not u‘
trace of the restless spirit of the week before ap- |

peared to mar the happy hour, It was the heat,
after all, which unstrung both teacher and cl
and not a radical ehange in either, proving abso-
lute lawlessness on one hand and total lack of
control on the other, The teacher laid by the
experience in memory for future time of need, to
keep her from utter discouragement by the ap-
plication of a sanctified common-sense solution
of the trouble, should it be repeated, as was
probable,

Another cause for a tumultuous upturning in a
class is the holding of a special public service im-
mediately after the school session, as frequently
happens where a school which meets in the morn-
ing observes Children’s Day or Christmas dur-
ing the hour for morning service in the audito-
rium of the church,

Sometimes the little chairs must needs be placed
upon the platform the day before in order to
have all in readiness betimes, and the children
are compelled to gather in the Pews, or the gal-
lery, or in some unaccustomed place, which is
enough to distract them, while the excitement at-
tending some public appearance in song or reci-
tation is quite enough to upset them all,

8o long as parents and friends, and ¢ outsiders "
hard to win and greatly longed for, are attracted

8o it befalls that, without knowing always just
when to expect them, since there is always a
possibility that we may escape them, we may al-
most certainly count upon these upsetting days,
A single scholar may make the occasion for one,
or the restlessness of a few may spread the con-
tagion of unrest through theclass. The children
themselves, even the best instructed, m; seldom
be on guard against these distractions, They

‘ill‘() not old enough nor wise enough to reason

about them. We cannot blame them for yield-
ing to sudden impulses and influences, know-
ing how susceptible we are ourselves to similar
forces,

What, then, shall we do?

Clearly, as in everything else, our first duty is
with ourselves, It is the teacher's part, by way
of preparation, to carry to the class a rested
body, a clear head,a quiet mind, and a happy
heart, “at leisure from itself,” as far as possi-
ble. Let the fact that the upsetting days are sure
to come be recognized, so that when the unex-
pected happens, as to time, it may not, as a fact,
take the teacher w holly unawares. The control
of one's own feelings, Mind, and manner will
have much effect upon the class, Ordinary
rules should be as elastic as possible, and made
to conform to extraordinary occasions, Various
devices, such as an unusual march around the
room, a sudden breaking off from the routine to
tell a story, a motion song, or something that
will divert or arrest the attention of the children
in their restless mood, may be of service,

The general rule may be formulated thus : Be
ready, be steady, be patient, trust God, do the
very best possible under existing conditions, and
by the Saviour’s help resist the temptation to ut-
ter discoursaemem, no matter how great the
seeming failure. Take heart, forget past trouble,
and try again,
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TR T ' ) ISSONS, | “ame with others to hear him. Describe his
I:\ TERNATIONAL B””'h LLSSU‘\S' ’(Il'v», the great crowds on the rviver bank, th
FIRST QUARTER. wonderful blue sky, and the solemn hush over
everything as the preacher baptizes the people
L who come to him for baptism. ]

Jesus, the Son of God, For thirty years Jesus
JESUS AND JOHN. Matt, 3, 7-17 had lived in Nazareth, and the people who knew
him knew him only asa gentle, gracious man,
who was always ready to help, and always full of
desire to please God. Now the time bad come

Primary Notes, when they were to know that he was the Son of
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER, God! He came to listen to John, and he knew
that he himself was the Holy One of whom John
birthday party ! Ie had | SPoke, and he saw that it was right for the people
never h’m*u to any kind of a | Who wanted to be ready for his coming to he
party, and it made him very | baptized. 8o, because he was our ].h'niln- and
happy. He talked about it | Wanted to help us to do the right l‘hlmz, he went
a great deal, and every day [ down to the water and was baptized by John,
he would ask his mamma if i Can you make a mind picture of the holy Jesus,
[ would be sure to have | Standing under the blue sky with a wonderful
his new ,M”_t ready for him to wear. Ife wanted | light in Wis face, and the pure white dove coming
to be prepared for the party,sand he knew that | down to rest tipon his ‘“‘1.“1 .9
he could not prepare himself, Did you ever feel i  Drepare e ' Jesus is alive now, though we
anxious to be prepared for something that was | cannot see him, as the people by the Jordan did
coming ? | that day so long ago. e lives in heaven, and he

To-day we have a lesson about a preparation | lives to help and bless his children,  All the good-
: ness, and trath, and love in the world come down
from him ! How may you have some of it? I
willtell you : Open your heart, and let the light of
Jesus shine into it. It is shining all the time for

SON L. (January 2.)

GoLpeN TeEXT, “This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.”  Matt. 8, 17,

Willie was invited to a

that was sent to Jesus just before he began his
ercat work, Do you want to know about it, and
would you like to know how you may be pre-
pared for your work in this world »

The Blackboard, [Any teacher can easily make | ¢ach little child, and the children who are
this simple and “n-l:‘,”‘.l, blackboard, 1'l;t' (]',\,,“\ naughty and unhappy :u'tt the ones who \?I” 'A'”t
can be cut from white paper, and pinned to the open the windows of their hearts to let it shine
hoard if desired. Make the Holy Name in white [ in! What will you do about it »
letters outlined with red, and the sun’s rays in
yellow, The use of the names of the different
children will impress little minds and hearts as
no amount of general instruction could do.]

Jesus, the Child, Where was Jesus born?
Whose birth have we been talking and singing
about at Christmas * God thought about the lit-
tle children all over tife world when he sent Jesus
to Dbe a little child like us. He lived with his
father and mother, as other children do, and he |
kad his friends and playmates, as we do, and all
the time he was showing by his kindness and
obedience, and right living what kind of children
he wants us to be,

Jesus, the Man, Now, Jesns was a man, and
some one had been sent to tell about him, Do |
you know who it was that came preaching in Ju- \‘
dea, wearing strange-looking clothes, andtalking BY MRS, MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER,
very earnestly to the people of a Holy One who
was coming, and for whom they must prepare the
way? It was John, who had come out of the
wilderness to tell of the coming of Jesus, [Let Aps 10 THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible,
children try to make a mind picture of the scene Luke1.2; Lifeof Christ (Farrar), vol. 1, page 104 ;
when John preached at the Jordan, and Jesus Lifeof Christ (Geikie), chapter vii, page 304 ; Sinai

Kindergarten Hints.

GoLpen TeXT, “This is my beloved Son.”
Matt, 3. 17,
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and Falestine (Stanley): Oratorio of the Messiah,
* Comfort ye my people,” “Every valley shall
he exalted,” Play, or have played to you, and
get the spirit of the music,

ATTENTION STORY.

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, at that
very time when the angels sang and the shepherds
and wise men visited them, a little boy was liv ing
near by with his father and mother, His father
was a minister. His thother's name was Elisa-
beth, and his name was John. He was a healthy,
happy child, and he lived out of doors most of
the time in a wilde ruess, so he grew large and
strong.  He knew much about beasts, birds, and
tlowers, Even while he was a little boy he was
getting ready for the work which would be hi
own work when he grew to be a man, His
futher and mother had told him of God and of
lis promise that the little boy who was born in
the manger at Bethlehem should be the King of
all the earth and the Saviour of the world. John
was being prepared to be the messenger of the
great King, e needed to be strong and true if
he would be quite ready to do his work, While
John was living in the desert Je us lived in a
pretty town named Nazareth, It was like a large
field, with fifteen nmountains around it, The fidl
dens had fences called hedges, and these were of
pear trees. Inside the gardens were figs and
other fruits growing, The houses were of stone
and had roofs which were flat, The boy John
Lrewto be a man, still living in the wilderness,
His clothing was of the hair of the camel,
and his food was locusts and  wild honey,
When Jesus Lecame a man and it was time for
Lim to preach to the people, and to teach them
how to live, John began to ¢ 1L out his message
He told the people 1o get ready for the fis
King. One ¥ while he was talking to them
o sus came walking toward thens, and John said,
** Behold ”—that means see—‘“the Lamb of God
which taketh away the sin of the world.,” The

people were sorry that they had ever done wrong,

and they wished to show that they wonld try to|

do right, so they were baptized, One lay Jesus
came to be baptized also, because |
A wonderful voice was heard by them all, We
will read about jt. {Read Matt, 3, 1-6, 13, 16, 17,

Explain unusual words: “Repent,” ¢ pa.
gion,” ‘“eonfessing,” ‘*straightway,”

OUTLINE,

Sunday,
much for a whole week, therefore conscientious
teachers who sce the value of connected work
treated relatively will find it impe
the lesson a

ble to teach
it should be taught, This is pain-

tion to a preparation for his work, A practical

| thought is that each child is preparing by his
| daily living and hourly faithfulness for his own
work,

Tuesday. Al are messengers of good tidings,
John was bearivg the same messuge which the
angels sang, We are telling the same good #i-
dings of peace and good will,

Wednesday,  Jesus came to the people, Ile
| sought them and helped them, It was their rule
| that people should be baptized. He proved his

fellowship with the people by this act,

Thursday. The voice from heaven told John
and all the people who this was, First, the angel
voices, then God's voice introduced the Saviour
to the world,

Friday. The Golden Text asserts what is of
the greatest importance to the world to-day, Ex-
plain that this is “the only begotten Son of
God,” and read from John 3. 16, We must he
more faithful to our high calling, and proclaim
this to the children,

NATURE WoRrk, This lesson  suggests the
| study of either camels or locusts.  Natural his-
| tories and readers give information concerning
them. Locusts, bees and grasshoppers may he
studied with much interest.  Consult Eneyelo-
| peedin Britannica, vol. iii, pages 484503 ; vol, iy,
pages 705-767

Some of the children may be in-
terested to talk about the wilde rness,

‘ Arr Work., Talk of a painter who liveq
long ago (Raphael) and who liked to read the

story of John and Jesus, so hie painted g picture

of them together, We cannot say whether they

right, | Visited each other op not, for the hook does not

tell us.  Show the “ Madonna of the Choip,”

HAND Work. The river Jordan was the one
in which the people were baptized, and this sug-
gests that the children of the Kindergarten may
outline a river in the sand table, It has curves,

5 3 $ and it winds in and out irregularly, Show the
The topic given for to-day is IIIII“,hildn." where upon the shore was

this wilder-
ness, and let them stick pine cones and even
green twigs in the sand at that place,

The TRANSITION Crass may write a list of the

fully true, if in ouly the half hour of g Sunday | Words which are names of persons—words be-
Session you attempt to cover work in this broad | ginning with capitals—which are found in the

field.  Give the narrative as related to the Christ-

lesson text,  Donot duplicate the words, though

mas story, and after reading the lesson from the [ some capitals will be duplicated, as in Spirit and
Bible select the most attractive and spiritual | Son.

snagestions, giving them with a prayer that the

Holy Spirit wil aj1 you and make your teaching |

of permanent good to the little ones,

SCIENCE AT Home witn i Moruer. The
eaning of the name John, which is “ Gift of
God,” has a deep significance, For the mother’s
Monday. Talk of the messenger and his devo- | private reading take Luke 1and 11,
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LESSON II. (January 9.)
JESUS TEMPTED. Matt. 4. 1-11,
GoLDEN TEXT. “Forin that he himself hath
suffered being tempted, he is able to succor
them that are tempted.” Heb. 2, 18,

Primary Notes,

Fanny was in the moun-
tains all one pleasant
summer. She went to
walk one day with Cousin
Tom and the children, and
had a beautiful time. But
by and by they came to a
steep, narrow path where
there were a great many
loose stones, The children laughed when the
stones got loose and came tumbling after them,
but Fanny was afraid, for she was not used to
mountain paths. 8o Cousin Tom took her in
his arms and carried her safely down the stony
path. He protected her, Can you think of any-
thing from which you need to be protected? Do
you want to know who will protect you if you
ask Him ?

Review, Who came to tell the people to get
ready for Jesus? Where did he preach ¥ Where
was Jesus living at that time » Why did he let
John baptize him? Do you know why John did
not want to baptize him? [Explain that he
knew that Jesus had no sin of which to repent, |
Why, then, was Jesus baptized ? [He did the
thing which was right for us to do.] Of what
was the dove which rested on the head of Jesus
asymbol 2 Who wants to send the Holy Spirit
to us to prepare us for our work in life 9

The Hard Place, Do you ever get into a hard
place? Sometimes children are tempted to do
wrong, and get into trouble by yielding to the
temptation. This lesson shows how Jesus came
to a hard place. It was a place of temptation,
and we shall see what he did with temptation,
You know Jesus lived all his life just to teach us
how to live our lives. The Bible says, *“ As he is,
80 are we in this world” (1 John, 4. 17). This
same Holy Bible tells us that Jesus suffered every
kind of temptation that can ever come to us!
Are you not glad that there is One in heaven who
knows just how to pity and help us when we are
in trouble and temptation, and who has promised
to make a way of escape for us from every kind
of trouble

When Jesus came into this hard place of temp-
tation he had a helper right with him, Do you
know who it was? It was the same helper you
may have if you want him. It was the Holy
8pirit, who will come to every little heart that
Will open to Lim. It is the 8pirit who can pre-

pare us for the hard places that will come to all
of us. Have you asked him to come and prepare
you? He wants to do it !

If you were to visit a strange land, you would
need some one to show you the way. You would
need some one to supply your wants, You
would have to be helped all along the way. This
world is a strange country, and we shall lose our
way in it if we do not have a strong helper, We
have such a helper waiting to give us all we
need. What is his name ? Yes, it is  Jesus,”
and we will print it here, as we did last Sunday.
It is his great, good hand that leads us and sup-
plies all our wants, But suppose we do not
want his gifts enongh to reach out our hands to
take them ? [Talk about the good things Jesus
has to give to each child—love, patience, courage,
faith—all a child necds to make him a true
Christian child.]

Do you reach up to Jesus every day to get
what you need for that day? Mary needed a
great deal of patience one day, for baby Rob
was cross and mamma had so much to do that
Mary had to take care of the baby all the morn-
ing. She reached up to Jesus, and he gave her
all she needed, and Mary, and Rob, and mamma

had a happy day.

Who will raise up their hands each day in lov-
ing faith and prayer to take all that Jesus is
ready to give them ?
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Kindergarten Hints,

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, The Beginning
of the Ministry of Jesus, Matt, 4. 17-23,

GoLpEN TEXT., “The people which sat in
darkness saw great light.” Matt, 4. 16,

A1DS 1o THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible, John
23 Iinago Christi (Stalker), pages 144-164 ; Rerson
of Christ (Frederick Brooks); Phe Christ o To-
day (Gordon) ; Popular Seience Monthly, July, 1804 ;
The Evolution of Fishes (Professor Daniel Starr
Jordan),
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ATTENTION STORY,

One day John said to the people that the one
who was coming to teach them and to preach to
them is greater than he, and he was not worthy
to undo the latchet of his shoes. The people
found it to be true, and when Jesus came they
all followed him and listened to his words, He
said to them just what John had said, ** Repent.”
This means be sorry that you have done wrong,
turn about and begin to do right. Our Bible les-
son for to-day tells us about two brothers who
were fishing, and as soon as Jesus asked them to
8o with him they went, Then, as they walked
along by the sea, they saw two other brothers in
a ship, and when Jesus called to them they left

ip and followed him. Jesus taught, and
preached, and healed the sick people. Everything
was brighter, and everyone was happier ** when
Jesus came,”” [Read Matt, 4, 17-23,]

OUTLINE,

Sunday. Let the Attention Story be given ina

spontaneous manner, and let the names Peter,
Andrew, James, and John be given, and have
four children write them on the blackboard. The
Golden Text of last Sunday told us the words
which God the Father spoke from tiie cloud, Let
us repeat them, This means that he was God's
dear Son, and now he is to begin his great work
of being a minister to the people. He was the
greatest teacher the world ever knew, and people
who heard him said, “Ile spake as never man ‘
spake.” The Bible lesson should be read from |
the book and the Golden Text may be printed, |
the final word being made in vellow crayon,

Monday. Talk of the sea and of the two |
brothers who were fishing. The nature talk may |
be associated with this, and you may find very
easily some facts about the pretty Sea of Galilee
to tell the children, Let them describe some
body of water they have seen,

Tuesday. Explain ‘“fishers of men,” By obey-
ing the words of Jesus and by following his ex-
ampie we may attract people toward us, Every-
one loves goodness, and each little boy and girl
may draw other girls and boys toward them by
the power of goodness and love,

Wednesday. Two of her brothers who were
mending their nets came, Explain that they
came ““ immediately,”

Thursday. Jesus did what neither John nor any-
one else could do for the people, because he was
God’s dear Son, He healed the sick,

Friday. The Golden Text which we learned on
Sunday tells a great and beautiful story. People
had been waiting during a long, sorrowful time
of “darkness” for the coming of Jesus, ITe came
as a little baby in Bethlehem. He had been
growing, and studying, and getting ready for his
work. When he came with his wonderful words

D

e |

and gentle speech, and kind looks, and healing
touch, it was a great light to those who had been
in darkness, The world has never been wholly,
dark since that time * when Jesus came,”

NATURE WORK, Talk of fishes and fishermen,
The habits of fishes of different varieties may be
talked about, Some fishes are caught with a line
and hook, some with g net, and a kind of shellfish
(lobster) is caught in a cage which is somewhat
like a barrel in shape, Fishes need some things
which children need for growth—that is, light,
warmth, and plenty of room, Fishes are happier
in the sea than in rivers, and become perfect in
form sooner in the sea, just as people develop
sooner and more perfectly on continents than on
islands. The sea may be talked about, Salt and
fresh bodies of water arg very fruitful subjects
for the class. Talk of the fact that sailors and
| fishermen enjoy the freedom of the sea. The
w'(-hilclrl-u who live near it may talk of shellfish,
while children living near the brooks and rivers
| may talk of trout, and shad, and many other
kinds of fish,

ART Work, Show pictures which will illus-
trate different bodies of water,

HAND WORK, The children may make picture
boats with folded paper, and may outline sailing
vessels with the sticks of one of Frahel's gifts,
Pictures of fishes may be drawn upon the board
or slates, and with the rings of a gift the meshes
of a fishnet may be outlined,

The TRANSITION CLass may make a list of
different kinds of fish, and also of names of dif-
ferent seas and rivers,  Write this list and bring
it to the teacher as Your hand work for this lesson,

SCIENCE AT Home with THE Motuer, Talk
of the various uses of water and also of salt,

—————

LESSON 111, (January 16.)

BEGINNING OF THE MINISTRY OF
JESUS. Matt. 4. 17-25,

GOLDEN TeXT, “The people which sat in
darkness saw great light.”  Matt, 4, 16,

Primary Notes,

Ruth was afraid of the
dark. It did not help her
at all to tell her that noth-
ing would hurt her, When
Brother Walter laughed at
her, her eyes would fill
with tears, and she would
gay, “I wil try to be

brave,” but when the next time came for her
to gointo a dark room she was just as afraid as
ever, One day it was just growing dark when
she was sent up the stairs to do an errand, and
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she went with a trembling heart. But when she f found and shown. S8how how quickly these first
was half way up the stairs she saw Betty coming | disciples left all they had to follow Jesus, Tell
with a light, How glad she was ! Betty said, | of some of the ways in which he calls us now.
“I'll wait for you, Run quick and get the book ;» | He told the fishermen whom he called that he
and Ruth went with a happy heart, This lesson ‘ would make them “fishers of men." Explain
tells of a light in the darkness. Do You want to | what he meant, and show that he wants each
know what kind of a light it was ? child who follows him to find some other one to
The Blackboara, [Make the sun with yellow | follow him, Have you found anyone yet ?]
crayon—the larger the better, Talk about |hu}‘
light of the natural sun—what it does, who may
enjoy its light and warmth, and ask what kmnl‘J
of a world this would be without it.  There is |
opportunity here for a beautiful nature l--s.wn.“
and the wise teacher will make early and careful |
preparation.  Some quick-growing seeds planted
in good time and exposed to the strong Iiuh(“
will produce plants which may be contrasted |
with others which are pale and sickly because |
deprived of the full light of the sun.] }
Our lesson is about the “Great Light." of |
which the natural sun is only a faint piwmrv.f
Who said “Tam the Light of the world 2 Yeg, "
and we will put his name right here, in the most
beautiful lotters we can make, Will you try to Kindergarten Hints,
think that this golden sun is something to make KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, Part of the ser-
you think of the warm love that Jesus has for mon which Jesus preached. Matt. 5, 1-9.
each one of his little children
The Great Light Shining. Where is the beauti-
ful sun all the time ? Yes, itisup in the s ¥, we
say. Just s0 when we think of Jesus, our
thoughts go up and up! How can he help and
bless us away down here below ? He can send
his love and blessing down, as the sun sends its
warm rays down, We will make some golden | and also Tholuck).
rays lulhnu’dm\ n from above, What do you ATTENTION STORY.
see here? Yes, here are houses, and, of cour ' i T N
people are living in them, E ery day the Great pr‘-’-::‘}ll:wll‘;‘n‘;::u“ﬂr:‘z:::-'1::,;11]:1]Ix\ntl:{‘l:<’~'--‘1'lllll:t‘* lillil-‘]\\:::&
Light shines down on these houses, and on all | trying always to teach them how to live and how
the houses in the world, Now, in some of these ]l:' 'm\r- ll"‘\'«; hl:‘l ‘(‘i": ']"."l"lri-l I;\*[ ‘\:";i‘; Samo :,,
o 490 18 v & ilowi s Wherever he went, he did not wait to go to
e i e e S
i k4 ) § clear blue sky, and often when among the trees
homes made bright and warm with the love of | and the flowers he told them of his love for them,
the Lord shining upon them? I will tell you; | Our I“","”"‘{"r""‘_‘“-" is about some of the beau-
Suppose  to-morrow morning - your mamma :\]::])I: :l)::-lvlv'f“()I]IN‘AINIIIIILIHIll‘lll:tlli'l‘l‘.“:ll;:;ITI’n-“ll:cll‘:.]nl'nil‘\\?n‘:l;g
should shut e 'y door of your house and hang [ about him. Perhaps some children were there,
heavy curtains over all the windows, What | I hope so, and if they were, they heard be utiful
would your home be? Yes, it would be dark | ‘“h"’fl‘l"‘h““";h""':'l::g‘hllu;",l LI:I«'-,I' ""”,‘I’,;::“"':‘; tvvlnnu
and gloomy, and you would want to et away thing they all wanted to know, just as in thesedays
from it, Now, when people, big op little, shut | ev ryone wishes to know what will hrinz:lm]»pL
the door of their hearts to God's love and trath, I'clin-rdm])h.' ?"'(i“l" l”'“' 'I'":';"l:‘)' l"""ll‘.]" 'Ila‘l“l. 'l’:':
and 0.-|k:-t!n«lrnuh[vmkm-p all the beautiful light 1 (n“"Tf“,"'I.(L) ’l‘l'w( i,,:l,.'ll.‘i,,' |:n|"nl:,',:l|’ ;,,r',‘,l,l‘.:.k h‘c
out, of course, their lives are dark and unhappy. | said will have great bles ing. Those who are
Never forget for One moment that the sun nf“ ;"l'.:;:.l‘;iflll,llt(:‘:“:ll)'(';‘:;'l’l‘i\ll‘liilI‘]l) -“"’:"l_l"”""“ ki"':'}""""’
re " St g 4 ) ithe 'ho do not like to see others
(l::l";(fll"':?: '::'“”':‘:I:'I:;"“""'llllq"'\'"":':"l"; ":fl“ll""t"'(:“‘:"' quarrel, but Who try to make peace ;mnl s‘uy
. ) g ‘| gentle words, should be called God’s children,
The Lesso Story.  [Tell the Story vividly of the | We will read about it. [Read Matt. 5, 1-9.]
:;:"L‘!'l;’l':"::“:ﬁpfll:; :\;ll::i:lr’l ((::;ll:dhm l"l('turmfnl' Explain unusual words: « Disciples,” *jn-
ay be easily | herit,” ete,

GoLDEN TEXT, * Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.” Matt, 5, 8,

AmnsTo e Kinp RGARTNER. Holy Bible, John
185 Life of Christ (Geikie), pages 40-%0: These
Sayings of Mine (Dr. Joseph  Parker); Butler's
Bible Work, vol, i; Sormon on the Mount (French,
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OUTLINE,
Sunday, The Attention Story may be told, and

then the lesson read from the Bible, Have con- |

versation with the children about it, and the
memory thought for the week is the Golden Text,

Monday.  Talk of the attractiveness of Jesus
and dwell to-day upon the last part of the ver
* his disciples came unto him.” Al the time he
Wwas upon carth, and ever since that time, men,
women and children have been coming to him.
Make this great thought of coming to him simple
and appealing to the children, Mothers came to
him with their little ones, Everyone may come
now,

“I wish that his hands had been placed on my
head,

That his arms had been thrown around me,

That I might have seen his kind looks when he
said,

Let the little ones come unto me,

““ But still to his footstool in prayer I may go,
And ask for a share in his love,”

Tuwesday. The talk to-day may be upon Jesus as
a teacher—‘*he taught them.” Those who are
unselfish and thought ful for othersare the people
who have the kingdom of God, which Jesus says
**is within you,” and is joy and peace,

Wednesday, The comfort which is promised

to those who are sad, and the enjoyment of the |

things upon the earth which are for the patient,
may appeal to the child, and hepe is an opportu
nity to talk of the patience which is known as
meekness, for the latter does not mean that oneis
spiritless,

Thursday. Very many, many people who try to
be good are as hungry and thirsty people .l
when they want food and water. They care more
for what they are than for what they eat, and
drink, and wear, and Jesus says that the y shall be
filled. That must mean they shall be satisfied
with everything else if they have goodness and
righteousness, You know what it is to be right
and to do right,

Friday. When and how may we see God? |

Sometimes when you do not see a thing—it may
be when you large children on working out a
problem in arithmetie say, *“ Ah, I see now !
There is not anything more to look at with your
eyes than there was before, but Your mind sees,
Your heart throbs with love, too, 4 great op-
portunity is here for teaching of peace and of
peace-making, Too many boysand girls quarrel
and disagree, A lesson with its promise is found
in verses 8 ind 9,

NATURE Work, Some facts connected witha
study of mountains will be of profit, Speak of
their appearance and structure. What is inside ¢

What outside s What animals live therey Can
You name any birds living upon mountains ¥

In the Kindergarten the Haxo Worg may be
modeling mountains in clay, or drawing pictures
of them upon the board or paper,
[ The TRANSITION CLass may write a short
| description of the life and work of those who
| search for metals and for coul within the moun-
tains, These children being in school atte ndance,
will know somewhat of geography and of mining,

SCIENCE AT HoMe with THE Motuek, Talk
| of caves and of the little homes of the people
“ living inside mountains, In these there are little
| Paths called * yeing » (Job 28, 1 and 2), Outside
e harrow and steep paths between rocks, Tere
people and animals may walk.  These are called
Y passes.” - Inside are broad Passageways whepe
| trains of cars run, Thepe are homes, therefore,
| inside and outside mountaing, and these homes
are for people, for he asts, and for birds, God's
care isover all, under all, and through all, ¢ aring
for the things, the auimals, and the people every-
where,

—

i LESSON 1v, (January 23.)
| THE BEATITUDES, Matt. 5. 1-12,

GOLDEN Text, “ Y are the light of the
world.,”  Matt. 5, 14
Primary Notes,

o Eddie was g poor child

who had lived with igno-
rant, wicked people until
he was six years old, Then
he was placed in a clean,
sweet  home, with good
nds, who wanted 1o
| = teach him how to do pight
land make others love him. But Eddie lid
not want to bhe tanght. e liked his naughty
ways best, and his friends had a good deul
of trouble to make him understand that the
naughty ways made him unpleasant to Loth
friends and to the good God. They were patient,
!uml at last Eddie saw that he must learn a better
way than his own, and then he said, “ Teach
me,”

Do you know that we never learn to please
Jesus until we say to him, “Teach mes” Wo
do not know that it is right and good, but Jesus
does, and he tells us gl about it in his word

|
’Ilu\'c you begun to say, “Teach me?” If not,
, will you begin to say it to-day »

Where Jesus Taught,  When a great preacher
comes along where does he nearly always
preach? Yes, he goes to some large church, and
great crowds go to hear him. Great crowds
went to hear Jesus, but he did not often preach
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in a church. More often he spoke to the people I
on a mountain-side, or by the seashore, or in a |
grassy field. Have you ever been to an outdoor |
meeting? If you have, you liked it very much, 1 ‘
am sure. When Jesustaught the lesson we have
to-day, he sat on a hillside, and the people
stood, or sat, a little below, looking up at him.
The birds were the singers that day, and the blue
sky was the roof of the church. The sun in the
sky filled the world with light, and Jesus, “ the
light of the world,” was there to send some of his
sweet light into the hearts of all who heard him, |
If you had been there, do you think you would
have opened your heart to let his light shine in ¢

How Jesus Taught. [Read the first verse of the
lesson from the big Bible.] We cannot hear |
Jesus preach on the mountain-gide, but we can |
hear him to-day in our pleasant Sabbath home.
The beautiful * Blesseds’ which he spoke that
day so long ago are in our lesson to-day !

We will make the big yellow sun again, and
print “ Blessed,” the very word which Jesus
used, at the top, Did he speak these words to
us? O yes, he meant them for each little girl
and boy in this class, and he looks down now to
see if you are letting this beautiful ray of his |
sunlight shine into your heart. [Make the first |
ray for the first Beatitude, and explain its meaning
in simplest words. Some of the children know the
ten Blesseds already, no doubt, and will lead in
the recitation, Make it all sosimple that the least
of thelittle ones may have their part in thedrill,)

Here is a beautiful ray—"‘‘ Blessed are the mer-
ciful.” Once [ knew a boy who had learned all
the Blesseds so that he could say them without
a mistake, But when I saw him chasing a poor
lost kitty one day, and throwing stones at her, 1
thought he had not learned this one by heart !
What do you think ?

ARE TWE
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Mary learned this one about the peacemakers,
and when Susie and Nellie quarreled she made
Peace between them. You see, she did not let
this ray shine only into her mind, but she opened

her heart, and let it shine away down into it and
make her sweet and kind, How do you want to
learn these beautiful words, with your mind or
with your heart ? Let us all pray the echo prayer
together, asking Jesus to teach us just what he
wants us to know,

Kindergarten Hints,

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, More about the
Sermon, Matt. 5, 1-12,

GoLbEN TEXT. “Ye are the light of the
world.” Matt, 5, 14,

A1DS T0 TuE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible,
John 17 The Life of Christ (Farrar) ; The Spirit
i Litevature and Life (Coyle); Oratorio of The
Creation (Haydn), “ Let there be light * (Gen.

1-5).

ATTENTION STORY,

Our Golden Text of last week and the thought
and talk of peace and peacemakers are con-
nected with our lesson for to-day and belong
together. In the same sermon we were talking
about Jesus said that people are lights—the
light of the world, How strange that is! You
can think of many things which give light, and
It I were to ask you to name different things
which give light, you could do 80, Yet I think
you would not name people ; but Jesus said that
people can give light, and thisis the best light of
all,  Jesus himself gives to us the light of knowl-
edge and shows us how we may brighten the
lives of other people and help them. The light
of knowledge or wisdom which Jesus gives has
helped people to let their light shine through
many good works, and one of these is in teaching
blind people to read by using their fingers instead
of their eyes. If we areto help lighten the dark-
ness of this world, we will learn to be gentle in
speech and thoughtful for others, as Jesus was,
We will read the lesson and then talk about it.
[Read Matt, 5, 14-19.]

Explain unusual words : “Glorify,” * proph-
ets,” “title,” ¢ fulfilled,”

OUTLINE.

Sunday, After the Attention Story and the
reading of the lesson from the Bible let the chil-
dren talk freely about it, speaking of different
lights,

Monday. How may each little child be a part of
the light of the world » By doing his work well,
and allowing goodness, rentleness, and truth to
show in all his acts and speech.  This will be as
light to others, and will be as plain to see as a
city is when it is on a i, Did you ever ride
into a city which stood upon a hill, and from the
boat, or cars, orcarriage sce it before you reached
it? Encourage children to talk of their under-
standing of this illustration and of the impossi-
bility of hiding that city,

Tuesday, 'The latter clause of verse 15 fur-
nishes a tople for to-day. Sometimes a light
shining in a house is dim 1 sometimes it is smoky,
Our light should be bright and strong, and it
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should never be smoky or blackened by unkind
speech or careless ways, A clear light can shine
farther than one which is dim or weak, Talk
about the appearance and quality of light, and of
deeds, including that caution which Paul gives
where we read, ** Have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness (Eph. 5, 11),

Wednesday. 1f our life is as a bright, shining
light, we may lead people to our Father, who is
their Father, too.

Thursday. Jesus said that he would not de-
stroy the law. Make this clear, as a rule, and
that all which God had planned and promised
would surely come to be, for, though everything
else might fail, his word never would, but will
be always faithful and sure,

Friday. True greatnessisthe topic for to-day.
All who try to do right in obedience to God’s
laws, which never fail, are the strong and the true
people.  Even a small ehild may be great in
goodness, Jesus said, “ Of such is the kingdom
of heaven.”  Let the teacher make clear the last
five words of Eph. 5. 14, as showing where our
help and light come from,

“Christ shall give thee light.,”  We are

strengthened that we may help others, A good
story to illustrate the

value and read in Matt, 25, 1-10. The story fnr‘ truth. After the funeral Walter hear

children ends with the shutting of the door,
is complete as a story and does not need our
interpretation. Leave it with them and the
Spirit will make elear some truth to them,

Nartvre Work, The topie, “ Light,” is with-
out limit. We may talk of the different kinds
and appearances of light, heat being connected
with light. The glow and glare of the red
flame in the grate is different from the white
light of the electric arclight. Try to interest the
children so that they will notice the fading light
of a sunset. Tell them that the day is longer in
a level country than it is where mountains cut
off the sunlight sooner, though the twilight is
longer there than it is in a level country, where
darkness follows sunset very soon, Light trav-
els 186,427 miles while the clock ticks once,

Art Work. Let different children bring pic-

| - s
sson may be found of | afraid, for he knew that mamma always told the

ScieNcE AT Howme WITH TnE Morugg,
Talk of the brightness and joy which come to
the home and remain there when the different
members of the family are helpful and gentle,
The light of love is the greatest of all, and it was
the love of our Father which caused him to give
Jesus to the world as its great light, « For God
80 loved the world"—find that verse in John 3,
16 and read it all, then think about it.

LESSON v, (January 30,)

HOW TO PRAY. Matt. 6. 5-15.

GOLDEN TExT, “Pray to thy Father which is
in secret.” Matt. 6, 6,

Primary Notes,

SR Little Walter lived alone
| with mamma. His papa
| had gone to live in heaven,
| and by and by, when
mamma went away, too,
poor Walter was left all
alone. Mamma told him
| that God would take care
8 of him, and so he not

SOMEe peo-

It | ple talking about him, and he thought he would
go and take a little walk, So lu-.xlipp(-nln\my and
walked until he was tired and hungry. At last he
came to an open door of a pleasant house and Le
thought he would go in. When his round, sober
face appeared at the door, a sweet woman came
who knew him, and she said, “ What do you want,
little Walter?" ¢ Pleage ma’am, I want a mam-
ma and a home.” God had opened the right door
for Walter, and this became his dear home, God
knows how to open doors for us; do we know
how to knock at his door $

Some one has said, “I am th door.” Who

said it? We will print his name here in large
white letters. Yes, Jesus is the door between
the house of our life and
way to God but by this door! What is the name
of God which we use in the Lord’s Prayer? We

iod! There is no other

tures of a sunlight or a sunset view. They may
find something which the sunlight has colored—a
pretty foliage leaf of some house plant in a
sunny window. Sun melts ice, too,

HaNp Work, The children may draw pie-
tures of the moon, stars, and other things which
give light. They may make pictures of the rg
of the sun with grains of yellow corn.

The TRANSITION CrLASS may find verses contain-
ing the word light in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John. Bring the list of references next Sunday
and give it to the teacher.

will print it here. How many know the Lord’s
Prayer? When do you say it? Do you think
God in heaven hears you when you say it? He
surely does if you say it from your heart. You
know we have learned that God is a great sun,
and as the sun sends down his rays upon all who
will open their doors and windows, so God sends
the rays of his love and life upon all hearts, big
and little, which will open to him. See, we will
make these golden rays falling down, down,
everywhere, Are you not glad that our Sun
shines for all the world ¢
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But a door is not worth much until it is open, ’ ATTENTION STORY.

God’s dooy ways open, but we do not always | Jesus taught the people that because they ll
open the door of our hearts to him, He has told | Were children of our Father they should love
R . . each other and love also all who did not love
us how to do it in this lesson, Do you want to them,  Now, we know it is easy to love people
know what he says about it ¥ | who love us, but there are others in the world
W here to pray. Some people think they must | who do not care for us, yet we sllwuhl love lln‘llll,
§ E i, bt Thian B e | 100, Only God can help people to do so. In
80 1o @ church to pray. When Jesus 48 here our lesson for to-day we will talk about the place
it waus the way to pray standing on the street, and and the way we may get strength for all this, Oup
in some countries people do that now. Jesus | lesson about John said that he was getting ready
said we must not pray to make others think we | for his work while he was yet a boy, and he lived
x - . | I a quiet place away from people, while he was
are good, but we must go away alone and tulk gaining strength, Now if we are to shine brightly
with God, and when he sees that our hearts are and be strong to help others, we will need to goet
simple and humble he will send his Llessing down | ready for this and do as Jesus said to his dis-
| ciples that they should do, In the quict places

upon us, | 3 o . i fnts s oy
. X | apart from the crowds we can think and we can
When shall we pray.  Once a little boy said that pray. = Jesus was such a careful teacher that he
he always prayed at night, but he did not have to told the people j||~'t. how and just where to do
pray in the morning because he did not need any- | their work. At that time there lived some people
e 4 " | Who liked to stand up in the street and say
one to take care of him in the tl}f.\lllll(', Do you | Prayers because they cared more for the praise
feel that way? I hope not. We need God to | of the people than what God thought of them.
take care of us all the time, Little May thought | Jesus said that the real I‘";."“" ""': ”“‘I“'”“
Tiild e - 3 . Sl , | strength come when we are alone with God ; so
(.lnlnln 1 needed God to help them be kind in play ’ he said that Peter and John and all the others
time, and so she would often say, “Let us say "1 1eed not go into the streets and pray, but that
little prayer before we begin our play.” Prayer | they might go somewhere else, Here are verses

sweetens everything, Prayer makes the heart

| which tell us about it and say where they might
: 0. [Read Matt, 6, 6-
glad and light, Do you pray often, and do you & l ’

18]
think God hears you? |

Explain unusual words : ‘“Enter,”  reward,”
Who may pre What are we making here on | * repetition,” “ knoweth,

the board?  Yes, they little hands all Iiflm” OUTLINE,

up to God in prayer, 0, how good it would he if‘l Sunday, After giving the story and reading
all over the world all the little hands were taught | g the book let the children be led to s the
to fold in prayer ! ‘_"i” you try to )“"l.' '?'i” O | relationship between this lesson and what
by always remembering to bring your missionary | gajq previously about the kingdom and true
penni

greatness.  All in this kingdom love, and serve,
T I;nul pray.  With some of the thoughts given be-

(
\ ‘)f) OUR / low for the week day the teacher will have many

\\,] ()Q' suggestions for her Sunday work,
641>

Monday. Prayer is talking with God, and no
|one else need hear, A closet means a secret,
| quiet place, and this we may find gomewhere,
Tuesday, Jesus went away alone to pray to
(,E S U 6 L | God.  Once at night he prayed in a garden, and

| many times he went to the mountains and beside
/

A to be alone as in a closet,

the s
are not praying with words, for when the heart
'l'l'",\’-" sometimes words are spoken, sometimes
. they are not. God knows our thoughts, Daviil
Kinde p ints 20

ndergarten Hints, said God understands our thouglts when they

Matt. 6. 5-15, Thursday. The wonderful prayer which Jesus
GoLDEN Texy, « Pray to thy Father which is taught, and which Wesay very often, speaks first
Insecret.,”  Matt, 6, 6, of our Father and his holy name being kept
AIps 10 THE KiNDERGARTNEX, Holy Bible, | sucred, This prayer has the game teaching as

) -
/((@\ I Wednesday, Many words are not necessary,
‘ \ m z\‘ | because people who say words before an image
\
KiNDERGARTEN DErPARTMENT, Iow to Pray. | are far off Lefor they really come to us,
John 15 The Purables of Jesus (Goebel), pages | the Ten Commandments, the first of which is like

j.}i'{)—‘.‘%!); The Life of Christ (Geikie), pages 360- | the adoration of the God of whom thou shalt
8745 The Senses ana the Wil (Preyer), pages 06— have none other than the universal Father, Verse
116, Y of our lesson has the spirit of the first three




commandments, Those who pray "llulln\\'ml‘[
be thy name " will not take that name “*in vain,” |

Friday. Jesus showed that the law of the com-
mandments skould be fulfilled. Ouy last lesson
said that he came not to destroy the law, but to
see that it was fulfilled. This can he made plain,
and simple, and clear to the children, All who
pray from their hearts that the kingdom may
come, and are willing to forgive others anything |
Wwhich they do, will not break the command |
which says we shall not steal or talk untruly |
about people or wish for thejr things.  Thus
our Lord’s Prayer would furnish thought topic
for several weeks,

Narure Wonk. Talk of the one petition in
verse 11, “Give us this day our daily bread."
The length of a day may be talked about and
connected with the light lesson, Speak of the
necessity of bread, Il it stands for food as
‘‘meat” does in other verses, We ma,
hread, meaning the wheat loaf as we use it now,
and games may be played suggestive of the S0W-
ing and the reaping,

HaND Work, Model pictures of ovens and |
loaves of bread in clay. The latter may be oval J

or square. The bread (clay) may be cut into |

slices, and have a play of taking a meal together !
while visiting, In paper-folding ittle Dread
puns may be formed, and in Paper-cutting pic-
tures of the slices may be cut oval or square,
‘epresenting the surface of a solid,

The TRANSITION CLAss may have a writing ex-
orcise of this prayer, writing the capital lotters
in color,

SCIENCE AT HoME wiTh THE MoTner, Talk of
the bread-making and see how many people are
intcrested in making a loaf, beginning with the
farmer, following it all the way down to the child
who eats his piece of bread to-day. Do not for-
get the yeast ; Jesus said that a very little bit of
this (leaven) would do for a whole loaf, Docs
the mother think so now 9 How true all the say-
ings and the stories of Jesus are |

——

Whisper Songs for January,
FIRST LESSON,
Holy Spirit,
Heavenly Dove,
Fill my heart
With peace and love

SECOND LESSON,
Holy Jesns,

Heavenly Friend,
Let thy word

My soul defend,

THIRD LESSON,
Heavenly Teacher,
Faithful Guide,
Lead my footsteps
Thine beside,

| organs,

SUNDAY SCHoor, BANNER, 61
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FOURTH LESSON,
Lord, thy hand

In blessing lay,
On each little

Child, we pray,

FIFTH LESSON,
Teach us Lord,
T ¥ thy prayer
Y children
Everywhere,

—_—— —

Order of Service
FOR TIME PRIMARY DEPARTMENT, -
First Quarter,
SiNciNa,

Praise God from whom all Llessings fow;
Praise him, all cr itures here heloyw :
*raise him aboye, ye heavenly host
Praise Fathe Son, and Holy Ghost |
PRAISE BERYIC

. O sing unto the Lord a new song ;
8ing unto the Lord, all the carth,

7. Let the people praise thee, O God,

". Let all the people praise thee,

" Both young men and maidens ;

+ Old men, and children,

7. Praise him with the sound of tlie trumpet,
. Praise him with the psaltery and thie harp,
7. Praise him with stringed instruments and

N

All. Praise ye the Lord,
Praver Service,
Sing (or repeat) softly :

Lord, we come before thee now,
At thy feet we humbly bow
0, do not our suit disdain ;
Shall we seck thee, Lord, in vain »

PRAVER (closing with the Lord’s Prayer),
SurrLem AL LEssON,

CoLLECTION (With marching song if possilile),
Birtunay Orrening,

Review,
Motion Exercr

Two little hands now let us show,
Two hands bring down just so $
Right hand right things must do,
Left hand must help it, too ;
Both clasped in prayer each day,
And raised for good alw:

From mischief hold them tight,
Nor let them strike or fight,

But stretch them out in love,
And upward point aboye 3

Now fold them close, and hear
The words of teacher dear,

Ecno PRAYER,
CLosING Worps ny TEACHER,
PARTING PRAYER,

As we raise our hands to the sky above

We remember God's banner over us is love,
And we bow our heads again in prayer,
Giving ourselves to his loving care,

May the lessons learned in our hearts sink decp,
May the Lord between us aloving wateh keep,
May we show this in our work and play,

That we've learned of Jesus on thig holy day,
We pray thee take each little hand

And lead us all to the better land,
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The Royal Diadem.

Spirited JaMEs ELLoRr,

-
EE= i
e o e e
' —l i\:f::’: ;ztﬁs_ =

L. All, hail the pow'r of Je - sus’ name! Let an - gels prostrate
2. Yo cho-sen seed of Is - rael'srace, Ye ransom’d from the
3. Sin-ners, whose  love can ne'er for - get  The wormwood and the

~ N

|
fall, Let an - gels }irusln\lc fall; Bring forththe roy - al di - a-
fall, Ye ran- som'd from the fall; Hail Him who saves you by His
gall, The wormwood and the gall; Go, spread your tro- phies at His
g ] -

dem, And crown . . . . . . . L L ... v » Him,
grace,
feet, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him,

—

crown Him,  crown Him, crown Him, And crown Him Lord of all!
crown . . , Him,

Him,
4 Let every kindred, e\’er{ tribe, 5 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng,
On this terrestrial ball, We at His feet may fall !
To Him all majesty ascribe, Join in the everlasting song,
And crown Him' Lord of all 1 And crown Him Lord of all !

~—Perronet,
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

Stories for the Times,

PAU L: A HERALD OF THE CRoSS

Price, Postpaid - - Paper, 50c.; Cloth, $1,00.

HE author’s power of vivid and picturesque narrative makes us
familiar with the varied life of the Empire in Rome, in Autioch, in
Ephesus, in Athens, in Jerusalem. We gain a clear impression of

the Casars, of Agrippa, of Autipas, of Felix; of the different fellow-
laborers of Paul, Barnabas, Luke, Titus ; of the Apostles Peter and James,
The most conspicuous events in the famous missionary journeys are thril.
lingly developed. We face death with Paul at Lystra and at Ephesus ;
sit with him at his tent-making in Corinth; stand beside him on Mars
Hill; confront the mob with him at Jerusalem ; go with him to ship-
wreck, inprisonment, and death, The book follows closely the order of

events in the inspired narrative, and invarfably adds new light and
interest to the record.

BY THE samp AUTHOR,

TITUS : A Comrade of the Cross. STEPHEN : 4 Soldier of the Cross.

PAPER 10 cts.; CLOTH, 90 cts. PAPER, 50 CLOTH, 75 cts.

—

BOOKS * A GV 10 Gooo resome

Cloth, 50 cts,, ustpald,

By JOHN MILLAR, B.A., Dervry MiNister oF Epveation ' ONTARIO,

TENTS.—1. The Value of Books. 2. The Cho'ce of Books. 3. How t. wead. 4, Children’s
Supplemd »tary Reading in Schools. 6. School Libraries. 7. Publio Lay arles. 8, Books in
9. Reading Circles, 10, Reading Courses,

Not only is this book to be commended to the teacher and student,
greatest possible vilue A parents in selecting books for he
PAges a v asi amount of d “criminative advice and suggest,
meated this with very carcfully select
nursery period up.

the Home,

but it will be founq of the
ome reading.  Mr. Millar has packed into his
ions ns to what and how to read, and supple-
ed lists of books suited to different grades of readers, from the

::BY::‘
The Forge IN  cHas. 6. D. ROBERTS
mﬁﬁﬂmﬁﬁ*ﬁﬂ. -

ihe Fo rest llustrated by

Henry Sandham, R.CA,
Mﬁmﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ.
AN ACADIAN ROMANCE PAPER, 6oc,

00000000
From the N.Y, ¢ Bookman.” 1t

is a story to shake the torpor from the brain, and to keep the
soul alive. It is charged with romance, and works like wine. Professor Roberis has given us somo
excellent verse in his time, besides a volume of nature sketches,
of Canada; but in “The Ferge in the Forest ” he has written a
dreams for many a long day, * The Forge in the Forest " js desting

»°
CLOTH, $1.25

v 'epeat itse.f in our
ed to an enviable Popularity,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - WESLEY BUILDINGS, -

Toronto, Ont.
S. F. HUESTIS, HaLIFax.

C. W. COATES, MONTREAL.




ADVERTISEMENTS,

Manitoba Memories
°
LEAVES FROM MY LIFE IN THE
PRAIRIE PROVINCE .

N A Mo AL N2 AN A\l A A2 AL M2 ST A V2 A2 A A R AU
. BY, WITH INTRODUCTION BY
REV. GEORCE YOUNG, D.D. REV. ALEX, SUTHERLAND, D.D.
Founder o° Methodist Missions in the “Red River @ General Secretary of the Missionary Society of the
Sett’ement,” Methodist Chureh,
UUS G IS TS TSI TS 7 UG TSAS DS AS AT 1S 70 s

In Extra English Cloth Boards, with 15 Portraits and lllustra’ions,
PRICE %1,00, POSTPAID.

** This is a_contribution of no small value to the history of the Prairie Province, especially of the stirring
scenes of the Rebellion and of the tragic death of Thomas Scott, Dr. Young's memory will forever he cherished
s that of the founder lethodism in the Red River Stttlement, which he has seen 'in thirty years grow from a
frontier village to a busy ty. He played the part of patriot during Riel's first rebellion, and interceded for the
life of Scort, rave spiritnal counsel during his imprisonment, and stayed by him to the last.  Dr, Younyg

iz and farce’ of the Fenian Raid of 1571, and recounts the material and moral development, of
at North-West,  Tie book is of fascinatins interest, and gives authentic information no* elsewhere to he
obtained on the stirring events of the early history of Manitoba, It 18 handsomely printed, with numerous portraits
and other engravings. Ouward,

** This autobiography will be specially valued hy members of the Methodist Church as the record of missionary
effort in onr great western ¢ wuntry,  The portion which will be of greatest altraction to the general reader deals, i/,
chapters V1. to XIL., with the Riel lrou!.rr- especially those of 1869, and the murder of Thomas Scott, an event
which had far-reaching political consequen in Canada,  As the eye-witness of this and other high-handed crimes
of Riel, the testimony of I, Young makes his book of no slight inportance in our historical vecords, The illustra-
tions greatly enhance the interest to the reader,” — Books Uer and Stationer.

““ The volume is a grand addition to the issionary literature of the age, and is deserving of a place in every
Sunday-school library, The book, as our readers may be assured, is well ROt up, and is a credit to Canadian enter-
Jwise, while the porteaits of Dr, Young and others, and more especially the painting which depicts the shooting of
Thomas Scott, and those who Were present at the tragic ene, will be sure to command he speedy observation of the
reader. To all our rei lers, purchase ¢ Manitoba Memories* as soon as you can."—Mail and Empire,

FOR SALE BY ALL BOOKSELLERS

H"Mouﬂs OF ’37 ++ » Grave, Gay and Grim § 4
et € T I 6 0
Rebellion Times in the Canadas

By ROBINA AND KATHLEEN M. LIZARS

Authors of “ In the Days of the Canada Company.”
Cloth, 310 Pages, with Mayp . . . Price $1.25, Postpaid

* Passa. 2s ir. this hook read like the historicul novels of a Hugo, a Th ck ray, or a Scott."—Stra‘f rd Beacon
“This beok 8 capital reading, an | throws Some unexpected light on a comedy that had its tragic features," —
Montreal Gazette

**Most va uable of u:l ars the reminiscences and recollec tions of the vetir.ns who survived the time to tell
what they s.w and knew, Detroit Free Pregs,

** Full of picturesque dutail of the principul eveits and humorous character-sketches of persons of that storiny
pered. , . " In these graph ¢ Pages such various chiracters as Col. Talbot, William Lyon Mackenzie, 8ir Francis
Bond Head, and Many auother, are vividly portrayed "—Methodist VMagazine and Review,

" The gifted auth resses have placed in the hands «f this and su-ceeding generations a volume
and historica’ value and o e of deep national it rest,” ~8t. Thowas T'imes,

of great literary

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - WESLEY BUILDINGS, = TORONTO, ONT,
oW, COATES, Montreal, 8. F, HUESTIS, Halltax,

H HHaas
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Lesson Helps \%

Hllustrative Notes

A Guide to the Study of the Sunday-scheol Lessons,
with Original and Selected Comments, Methods of
Teaching, lilustrative Stories, etc., eto,
LyMaN HUrLBUT and Roserr
Price $1.25.

Peloubet’s Select Notes
Inductive, Suggestive, Explawnmr); llluutrntl\'e, Doe.
trinal and Practical, With
tures, eic., ete. Price $1.25
Monday Club Sermons .
A Series of Sermons on the Sunday-schonl Lessons
for 1808, by eminent preachers, Price $1.25.
Berean Lesson Books
No. 1.—Beginner's, No, 2. —The Intermediate, No.
%.—The Senivr. Price 20¢. Each,
Golden Text Booklets

Sunday-schoo Lessons and Daily Bible Readings,
with Golden Texts and Bible Facts, Price, post.
paid, each 3c,, per doz. 3sc.

Berean Leaf Cluster

Large Pictures, 24 x 34 inches Iv, size, printed in eight
colors,

REMINGTON Domgrry,

livered per Quarter, $1.00, per

year. $4.00; former price, $1.25 and $5.00.
Kindly have the order read for the whole Year, it
possible,

Picture Lesson Roll
Large Col« red Pictures illustrating the International
Sunday-school Le-sons, Similar to Leaf Cluster, but
with only four colors, Price delivered, rer uar-
ter, 75¢ ; per year, $3.00; former price, $1.00
and $3.50

FounTain Pens

We Sell the Best Makes

THE DIAMOND, $1.00,

THE BRITANNIA, $1.50,

THE PAUL E. WIRT, $2.00, and $2.50.

THE WATERMAN IDEAL Ladies’, $2.50; Gents’,
$2.60 and $3.50.

THE HORTON NON . LEAKABLE,
$2.50; No. 4, $3.50,

Order Early
WE PAY POSTAGE

No. 3,

y Jrssn |

llluulru(inns, Maps, Pic. |

A NEW BOOK FoR BOYS!

BETWEEN EARTH
— AND SKY

| Stories of Peril and Adventure,
f‘ By Edward William Thomson

| Author of “ Old Man Savarin » « Waiter Gitbs,
) e.

the Young Bogs, et

Cloth, Iustrated, $1.23,

j Just in time for Christmas comes this splendid book for
boys with its thrilling tales of adventure, its vivid illus.
trations and handsome pictorial covers, Note the
CONTRNTS, —Between Earth and Sky—Ordeal of Oliver

James—Senator Jim's First Potlatch—Ip Full Flood-
A B ker of ( Pagong—In Skel, Pool—Job Mae.-
bride—The Lost Yvonne ~Dorinda—Over the Falls—
A Heroine of Norman's Woe—In a Cause- -Mr. Hon-
Roar's Strange Story - Straight for the Cliff—The Sword
of Honor—An Adventure on the St, Lawrence—Told on
a Pullman—The Hole jn the Wall—An Incident at the
World’s Fair—Doyr Davie's Drive—Petherick’s Peril,
Parents can make no mistake in making their boys
happy with this new, bright book, Most of the stories
have been printed in the Youth's Cr»mpam‘on, of which
Mr, Thomson, one of the best writers our Canada has
Yet produced, is an editor. It wag the story “Petherick’s
Peril” that won for the author the large cash prize
offered some years ago by the Youth's Companion, 1t
isa thrilling story, Give your boys a chance to read his
fascinating stories,

Che Unnamed Cake

AND OTHER POEMS
By Frederick George Scoft

Author of “ My Lattice," *The Souls
Quest,” ete,

Printed on superior deckle-edge Paper, and attractively
bound in white and roan, with title in gold,

Price, 75 cts,, Postpaid,

Frederick George Soott is one of the best of the brilliang
band of young poets who areattracting attention through.

It rouses

et i
WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

o.w. OOATRES, Montreal,

WESLEY BUILDINGS, = TORONTO. ONT.

8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax,




o SPLENDID RECORD OF CANADIAN PLUCK,
ENTERPRISE AND ENDURANCE.

Across the Sub-Arctics
of Canada ¢ 55 hes s

By J. W. TYRRELL, C.E., D.L.S.

With List of Plants collected en route, a Vocabulary of Eskimo Words
and Phrases, a Route Map and full Classified Index.

lllustrated by Engravings from Photographs and from Drawings
by ARTHUR HEMING.

CLOTH, - - $1.50, POSTPAID

This sumptuous volume, with its 65 splendid illustrations (many of them on the finest
plate paper), its clear, beautiful print and striking cover, appears most opportunely at
the opening of the Christmas season. Thoroughly Canadian from cover to cover, and of
thlillln)i' interest, it will make rand Christnas gift. Tossed in the angry rapids,

capsized, attacked by wolves, tormented hy mosquitos and black flies, encountering fierce
polar bears, imperilled by furious gales, all night in canoes in the open sea, battling with
the shore-ice, benumbed by cold, starving, exhausted and almost in despair, the band of
brave Canadians fought their way down the exposed coast of Hudson Bay to Fort
Churchill. Here in this volume is a full, clear recital, modestly told withal by our
Canadian Nansen, of this remarkable journey. Don’t fail to get a copy for yourself and
one for your particular friend,

SPLENDID GIFT BOOK » s

The Story of the Union Jack

By BARLOW CUMBERLAND
colored lithograph plates and forty-two . "
areYings, and wilh acbremive enand fortvwo gy oy Price, $1.50, Postpaid

*“ Has that patriotic ring about it which ought to gladden the heart of every British subject
who reads it.”—HoN. G. W, Ross, LL.D., Minister of Education, Ontario.

‘““The father of a family who wishes his children to know something of the emblem, to
defend which is loyalty, to betray or desert which is treason or cowardice, will accept it grate-
fully.”—Montreal Gazette,

“The whole subject is dealt with so concisely and so simply that it ought to appeal to the
enthusiasm of every British citizen the whole world round.”—Rgv. W, J, Mc(,‘AL'GMA.\:, St.
Andrew's Church, Toronto,

**It is a book which in my opinion should be in the hands of every Canadian, 8o far ag my
knowledge extends, it is unique in English literature, and tells a story of which we have
reason to be proud.”—G. STERLING RyersoN, M.D. M.P.P,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - Wesley Buildings, - TORONTO, ONT.
C. W. COATES, Montreal. 8. F. HUESTIS, Hallfax.




