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MOTTO FCR THE YEAF.
«Lord what wilt thou have me to do.”
(W W TV VN e d
PRAYER TOPIC.
“Pray that we may be avle to send out four Missionaries

this autumn, two male Missionaries and two single ladies.”
PV VW VWV e e o a el

Superstitious Wership in India.

THREE miles from Ramapatam, one of the stations of th:
Telugu mission, and on the high road | leading from Nellora to
Oni\ole, is & small vﬂlage ca,ned .lettoo Here w2 have a
cha.Pel where a s»huol and regular Sunda._\, gervices are mam
tained.
: Tn the early part of last year, cholera was very prev ajent
 in all hat region, Many peopIe died of it in the vx}la.ges,and
; also tmvellers by the road and tpe canal. A woman travel-
: ling to Ma._.as was attasaed by it n,nd died ¢ at '){‘etioo, under
S & mango-tree, just opposite our c}xagel As she had dieq of
S cholem the people would not allo“ her to b° buned in tl]e
= vnllage, Lub cast her body out a.mong (:he cactus and thorn

2 bugies near the Jlll]“l'), a,nd th‘ew some earth over 1t
""’ BALEE "‘""lllllll‘llll!ll!l&ll’lll

lﬂllﬂll-‘ R ¥

!




.

About three months afterwards, » very superstitious man,
one of the pottera of the village, on returning home one even-
ing, reperted that a2 he was passing the place where the
woman had been buried he heard a voice, as if it were her
spirit, saying that if he would clear away the cactus and
build her a proper tomb he would be cured of his disease from
which he was suffering.  As seon as he told this foolish fancy
or wilful falsehood, it was believed and those who heard it
told it to others. And the next day they went to the place
and began clearing the ground, and brought stones and wor-
tar and built a tomb over the remains of the woman. Aud
soon people began to flock to the place from all quarters to
be cured of their infirmities and diseases. The blind, the
lame, the lepers, those who were supposed to be possessed by
evil spirit, and all sorts of ailing ones came to worship. Most
of them could not tell whatthey worshipped, whether it was
the grave or the body or spirit of the deceased woman, and
when questioned they would s2y they came because others
came, and they did as others did  So rapidly did the super-
stition spread that within a few weeks thousands were conung
not only sick people, but also their relatives and friends, and
multitudes more out of mere curiosity+ and all sorts of tramps
and adventurers, tortune tellers, jugylers, acrobats, :eligious
beggars, etc. People came hundreds of miles, Hindus of all
castes, and Mohammedans, rich people and poor, old 2nd
young. Within a month or six weeks from the time the folly
commenced, the crowds had increased so that there were ten
thousand people there at one time. Shopkeepers setup booths
made of mats for the sale of supplies for the worshippers,
peddlers of all sorts of trinkets flocked to the place, and sile
shows of various kinds were started.

The gr-at majority of the worshippers were women, and
the manner of their worship was as follows : They first went
to the place where the woman died under the mango-tree,
and there each ene paid a small fee equal to about two-thirds
of & cent. Themoney was received by two men who sat



thete for that purpose, and it was placed insafe keeping by
the village officials. The promoters of the worship had tak-
“en the clothes of the dead woman or at least what they said
were her clothes, and tied them up in a bundle and hung them
on the treeunder which she died. And they had also the
old dirty ragged palm-leaf mat on which she lay when dying.
After the worshippers had pail their fee, they first walked
round the tree several times with clasped hands and bowed
heads, and then devoutly pressad their foreheads against the
bundle of clothes and kissed them ; then walked round the
old matand bowel reverently te it and coming to the spot
where the body had lain as soon as she was dead, each one
took up a pinch of earth from the place put it in her mouth
and swallowed it. Although each one took only as much of
this sacrad earth as could be held between the thumb and
fingers, the number of worshippers was so great that within
two monthsan excavation had been made in the ground abuut
six feet wide and two feet deep. They then went to a tank
or artificial lake near by, which was muddy and thick with
the tramping and bathing of the multitudes, and hzving
immersed themselves there they went to the temb, about a
guarter of a mile distant, and after having walked areund it
several times, presenting offerings of cocoanuts and sweet-
meats and burning sticks of scented wood, they prostrated
themselves, in their wet clothes flat to the ground, with their
faces to the eaath and their hands stretched out ‘u an implor-
ing attitude towards the grave. And there they would lie
for hours, metionless, in concentric ranks, the heads of all
lying towards the sacred spot. We walked round about them
on several occasions and among the prostrate ranks, and on
one afternoon made a rough estimate as to their number and
concluded that therc inust have been nearly a thousand wo-
men lyingthus theirminds fixed on the poer victim of the chol-
era, and hoping for some help or blessing. I think it was
the most pitiable sight I ever witnessed ; the poor lost creat-
ures in the depths of their depraved supersti ion.



Thig great concarse of people afforded an excellent oppor-
tumty for preaching the gospel and the opportusity was im-
proved by us nearly every day until we lefl Ramapatam for °
America, In theafternoons, accompanied by native preach-
ers, we went to the place and preached to attentive crowds
and distributed tracts and scripture portions until dark
Some of the hearers, especially the Mohammedans, were dis-
pOSEd to defend their religion, with ifs, superstition and folly,
but for the most part the crowds gave an ttentive hearing to
the truth. And we hope that in not a few minds the things
which they heard may rewain, and help to bring them out of
darkuess to Him who is the Light of the World.

W. B. Bogss.
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i Avrsoven Thy werk be laid
In most unworthy hands,
I dare not be afraid;
He strengthens who commands;
He sends His strongest angels to the weak,
The Altar coal when untaughb lips must speaks.
" God’s are the will ».nd deed.
None helds a gift but must supply & need;
The heart’s voice saying, *“Woe is me,
If I do net this work,” is Destiny.
' CARL SPENCER.

.~

CLAUDE DEL; BLACK, PRINTER, AMHERST.



