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PROSPEGTUS
OF A MONTHLY MAGAZINE,

TOBE ENTITLED

TEER CIERISTILIT RECORD.

Axy person of comwmen intelligence, and am ordinary share of zeal for the
promotion of the cause of vital religio within these Previnces must per-
ceive at eace the many advaatages which would be secured to the commu-
nity by the possesion of a Domestic Religious Magazine, condnzted upon
proper principles. In a pecuniary point of view, such a Pgblication would
efiect a comsiderable saviag, as it would constiteic 8e much home man. \fac-
ure, whizh sveuld preveat the mecessity for the imperiniion of s0 large a
quaatity of reudisg mater from abroad. Considered aiso on a religious
ground the benefits of suth 8 Work wauld prove incaleulably great. By
this means we should be made more iatimately acquainied witly the state of
the religious world at Jarge, and be thu$ better able to mark the progress of
dhe Redeemer’s Kingdem not only within our own bounds but likewise in
foreiga pants. Such a DPublication would also furnish an opgortunity to
rhose who are able, and might be {vund willing to do good in every possible
way, to extend theit labours of love beyond their own immediate sphere of
action, and dispense some morsels of choice food to multitudes of Christ’s
flock more remote. Ignorant of the caistence of such a Work in this Pro-
vince, ard with a view to supply this wand, a Periodical is proposed 10 be
published, under the title of

THE CHRISTIAX RECORD.

The design of this work is the greater extension of religious kaowledgs
throughout Nova Scotin, aud the neighboring Provinces, by the adoption of
means adapled to the exigencies of the country aand the times, and suited (o
the wants and the taste of the great mass of the people.

T Crristian REcorn will contain, besldes Lomestic Intelligence and
Original Communications, E£xpositions of select portions of Secripture, with
an occasional approved Scrmon—Lxtracts frem the works of eelebrated
christian writers, ancient and modera, foreign and domestic—The most re-
cent account of those Bible, Missionnary, and other Religiovs and Benevo-
lent Societies, so effective at the present day—References to the most re-
nowaed religious Publications of the age in which we live—Interesting
Tales and Anecdotes— Biographical and Obitnary notices of distinguished
religious characters—-~Statements of remarkable events recorded in Ecclesias-
tical history—Poeury, original and select, together with a short skeich of
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vassing occurrences, and such other topics and matter as will tend to enrrc
the work, and render i1s perusal an entertaining instructive, and a profinable -
employment to families and private individuals.

‘Tug Curismax Recoin, while it will forny no alliance with any par'y or
re'wwns seet, as such, will cherish a dve regard for, and do equalynuce to, the
respective views of every Christial deaoinination. Jts great object shall be
the exhibition of Divine trath, ic ite general, pagiicular, and practica! bearing
wpon the characier and prospeets of mankind, ws rational and moral agents,
irrespective of (ne sometnnes peculiar, neerinin, and even dowb:fnl inverpre-
tatiors of men iw refevence to points of miner importance. “Here "the pub-
hisher, without professing any adberence to the system of * Accommodation,”
will endeavour as far as practicable, to hinbide the spiriy, and te regslate him-
self by the injunciion of the aposile Pau!, expressed in the following ad-
dress 10 the Corinthiane.  ** Give none offence, neither to°the Jews, - not to
the Gentiles, ner to the church of God : even as I please ell men in all
things, not seekiag mine own profit, but the profit of many, that ey may
be saved.” ‘

‘1n this work tire reader will e zonstantly reminded of his demerit, mors!
defilement, and exposure to punishment, by reason of his violatiens of the
law of God. He shall be taught that every human effort to reclaim Wie sin-
ner must prove inéflectval, withowt a superior and Divine. ageney.. The
Lamb of God shall be pointed out /s he who taketh away the sin of the
world. The exemplification of Faithh by good works wil be unceasingly
and strengously enforced. Such articles will’be introdoced as will prove
suitable ingredients 1o be incorporated in the daily supply of the spirtual
food of the saints. And it may be found pecessary occasionally 10-sound an
alarmin God’s holy mouulain, beeavse of the unpurities which seerr 1o be
vollecting around His Zion. Such is an outline of the plan of a Work which
proposes to embody all the valuable maiter that may msd te render 1t wertliy
of universal patronage aod suppor:. .

Tur Craistian Reconp, from its che1pnes the convenience of its ferm,
and the end which it contemplates, will, i1 is humoly vet eonfidemly irusied.
meei with ample encoaragement. \hmsters of religion, Parents, T~~chers.
and all others who love our Lord Jesus Christin sincerity ave respenmlly re-
Jicite to patronise whis benevolent underiaking.

This Periodieal is to be published in Monthly Nambers, each comaming
Thirty-two Octavo pages, neatly printed on good paper; and is 0 be cover-
el and stitched. A Tile page and an Jodex will be furnished with each
volume. N

Dictoy, July 4, 1843,

(For Terms see page 31.)




INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

KxoWLEDGE is an nequisition so valuable that it can never be appreciated
wo highly, nor sought with too much assiduity, This ingredient en'ters
fargely inte the composition of excellence of character, and Kty its possescors
fur performing their part with usefuiness and success in the differeas depart-
wments of life. Impressed with 2 sense of the great’ imporiance of this
point, when he distiageished (avour wasconferred upon Selomon,to be allow-
ed 10 determine the object of his chaice, his request was, # O Lued, my Gad,
give thy servant an understandiag heart.” To contribute 10 tlie ettainment
of that species of informatioa which alune ean qualify man Gr moviag wiih
propriety in that exalted sphere which the author of Lis being destined him
t oceupy, shall prote the corstant uim of the Editor of the following pages.

In preseating the first number of the Curisrian Recoro to the patronage
of the public, the Proprietor wishes 1o be understood that oo effort bas yet
been made 10 wasrant him 10 iocur the expenditure necessarily attendant on
the publication of such a periodical:  He trests, however, that as he ls in-
Buenced in undertaking the work, not 8o moeli by the prospert of sny
perronal gain to be derived from it, as by an earnest desire {0 advance the
religivus 1uterests of a Christiaa comununity, an appeal to their liberality
will not be made in vaia. :

In the present circumstances of the coustry, taloring under a general de-
pression in business, and teeminag with weekly newspapers, 10 levy a tax.on
the publio for the support of an additional perivdical may at fiest sight appear
unseasenable. When it is considered, however, that the taste of maliitudes
of readers of the present day very much dieposes them (o confine their atten-
t1on ta the perusal of perindicals, and that the maiter furnished by the gene-
rality of the works of this discription now in cisculation is of a secular cha-
racter, the necessity for the introduction of something more congenial 10 ihe
wants and wishes of the Christian reader, and better calculated 0 promote
Lis spiritaal impiovement, will readily appear.

The nature and plaa of the CurisTian RECORD are sufficiently elucidated
0 the Prospectus; and therefore for the benefit of these who may wish 10
reler  it, as well as to preclude the necessity for farther remarks upon this
point, it will be found prefixed 10 tlie work. The Proprietor has now only
to assure such as my feel disprsed to honor him with their support, that he
will spare no exertions to rerder the publicativn worthy of their patroaage.

This wark, it is trusted, will speedily be introduced into the habitations
of Christinas of every denomination, and will be especially encouraged 1010
the dwellings of these who are precluded by distance, or ot ierwise, from a -
tending constantly upon the services of the sanctuary, as it will be found ‘9
eontain much instructive and interesting matter, calculated to supply, in
some measure, the waat of wore imporiaul means of celigious improvement
sad spiritua) eomfort,




vi. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

As soon as the fitst number of the Curistian REcorp gomes {rom the press,
copies of it will be addressed asextensively as possible, to those individuals
whose accustomed liberality induces the confidence that they will not wil-
lingly withhold their aid from this humble attempt (o disseminate, in a- va-
ried and pleasing forin, the truths and requrements of the sacred volume.
Here, howerver, the Propriela: is aware that, in consequence of his limited
acquaintance with the community, he will unavoidably omit to forwa 1 the
work to many who would be disposed to rank themselves among his sup-
porzers ; but this omission he will feel happy to correct whenever such per-
sons will be pleased to favour him witk their address. - .

The readers of the CarisTian Rrconp will not expect that scy one
number will contain an article on every subject embraced in the scheme.
All that is proposed is to fil} up each number with interesting matter, iang-
iny itself under one or more of the several topics expressed in the prospec-
ws.

From the unprecedented low charge of the Cauistian Recorp, the pub-
lic will perceive that a strict adherence 10 the terms will be mdlspensable to
the success of the work.

Correspondents are respectfully informed that the columns of the Currs-
71aN Recorp will be alwavs free 1o receive such communications as will
tend o promote the general design of the work.

Finally, the conductor of this work commends ¥t to the approbation and
blessing of the great Head of the Church. Being well persuaded that no hu-
man exertion, howeser great, or however judiciously made, can secure the
high end at which this publication uliimately aims withouv a superior and
Divine agency, his earnest supplication 1, that through means of this hum-
ble endeavour, God may be pleased to glorify Himself, and save sioners.
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ON MIRACLES.

* A MiracLE, in the popular sease, 13 a prodigy, or an extraordinary event
which surprises us by its novelty. In a more accurate and philosophic sense,
* a miracle’is a work effected in 2 manger unusual, or different from the
common and regular methcd of providence, by the power of Gud bimnaself, for
the proof of some particular message, or in attestation of the authority of
some pacticular divine messenger,” ) .

In judgiag of wiracles there are certain criteria, peculiar to 1he subject,
suflicient to conduct our inquiries, and warrant our determination, Assur-
edly they doaot appeal to our ignoraace, for they presuppose notonly the exis-
tence of a general order of things, but our actaal knowledge of the appear-
ance which that order exhibits, and the secondary material causes from which
it, in mosteases, proceeds. Ifa miraculous event were ~flected by the im-
mediate hand of God, and yet bore no mark of distinction from the ordinary
etfects of his agency, it would impress no conviction, and probably awaken
no attention. Our koowledge o the ordinary course of things, though limit-
ed, isreal; and therefore it is essential to a miracle, bioth that it differ from
that course, and be accompanied with peculiar and unequivocal signs of
such difTerence. ’

‘The argumeat for the divine authority of the Jewish religion, and more es-
pecially of Christianity, arising from the miracles that were wroight to con-
firm them, is a subject of grcat importance, and deserves the particular at-
tention of the biblical siudent. Happily for Christians.of tha present day,
the doctrine of miracles has been investigated by a host of able writers 2ur-
ing the last century; and by Dss. Campbell, Douglas, Farmer, Paley, Grego-
ry, Chalmers, and others, it has been placed in such a luminous point of
view, that litile remains to be added by any subsequent writer, The follow-
ing observations on the subject will be found to exhibit’ a compenduous
statement of the question.

I. STATEMENT OF THE ARGUCMENT FROM MiRAOLES. .

Let us suppose auy man assuming to be an inspired teacher, in any
place, 10 tell his countrymen, that be did vot desire them, on his ipse dixit,
10 believe that he had any preternatural commauaion with.the Deity, but that
for the truth of his assection, he would give them il evidepce of their own
senses ; and alter this declaration, let us suppose him immediately to raise
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a person from the dead ip their presence, merely by calling upon him to
eome out of his grave. Would not the only possible objection tc the man’s
veracity in mak ng so extraordinary a claim, be removed by this miracle 7
aad his solemn affirmation that he had received such and such doetrines fiom
Giud be as fully credited as if it related to the osi common occurrence 2
tndoubtedly it would; for when so much preternatural power was visibly
comnunicated to this person, no one could have reason to question his hav-
ing received an equal portion of preternaturc} Anowledge. A palpable de-
viation feom the known laws of pature in one instance, by the iufinitely
wise Author of them, implies an end of the wimest importance ; and in such
a casp as this, it is nothing less than the witness of God 10 the truth of the
™.

Miracles. then, ander which we inclade propheey, are the only direet evi-
dence which can be given of divine inspiration. When a religion, or any
religious truth, is to be revealed from heaven, they appear to be absolutely
necessary to enforce its reception among men ; and this is the only case in
which we can suppose them necessary, or believe for a moment that ti.cy
ever have heen or will be performed.

Now the history of almost every religion abounds with relations of prodi
pies and wonders, and of the intercourse of men with the geds; but we know
of na religious system, those of the Jews and Christiane excepteé, which ap-
pealed to miracles, as 1the grand palpable evidence of its truth and divinity.
The pretended miracles mentioned by pagan hislorians and poels, were not
snen prelended io have been publicly wrought to enforee the truth of « new
refigion, conlrary fo the reigning idolairy. Nany of them may be clearly
shown to have been niere natural events; others of them aie represented as
Laving been perfurmed in secret on the most trivial occasions, rnd in ub-
scure and fabplous ages long prior to the era of the writers by whom they
were recorded ; and soch of them as at first view appear to be best attested,
are evidently tricks contrived for interested purposes, to Batter power, or 10
promote the prevailing soperstitions.  For these reasons, as well as on ac-
count of the imworal character of the divinities by whom they are said to
Lave been wrought, they are altogether unworthy of comparison,not 10 say of
sxamiuaiion, and carry in the very nature of them the completest proofs cf
talsehood and imposture. *

{To be Continued.) .

ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGEXNCEY.
—otoe—

5y the arrival of the late English mails we are pul in posssession of
riouct: interesting information relative to the state of Ecclesiasiical affairs in
Scotland. The long-threatened disruption of the national Church of that
section of Great Britain, has at length 1aken place; and as might have been
naturaly expected, it has produced a very powerful sensation in ‘he minds
of the people thronghont every part of the nation. On Thursday. 18th ?!‘
May last, the day on which the General Assembly of the Church of Scounae

L
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met at Edinburgh, a secession from the Establishment took place, consisting
of Dr. Welsh, their Moderator. at their head, and a very eonsiderable propo:-
tion of the clergy, most distinguished for learniug, talent, and piety, of which
the national Church could boast. This event was not expecied, and tliere-
fore its occurrence did not fail 1o excite among all classes the rpost intense
surprise. [t was generally supposed that, notwithstanding all that was said
and doae bv the Non-Intrusionists or evangelical party in the Church, when
matters came .o = rrisis, and when the clergy would fiad themselves reduccd
to the necessity of either abandoning their state endowtents, or of sacrific-
.ing their zeligious principles, they would find some pretence for retaining
their status aad their principles. The hold and manly stand which they
tiave takea, however, in defence of the cause of ¢ zir divine Masier, proy-
ed that these men were actuated by a principle, for which at firsi they receiv-
«d no great eredit.

It wnay be cbserved in a few words that the cause of the present disruption
af the Scottish Church, has been the supposed uadue interference of the ci-
vil conrts, in the case of the setilement of ministers in vacant congregations,
and the countenance which the Government scemed to have leat to this in-
terference.  Our space will not allow us to go inta all 1he details of this
important affair; nor is this perhaps necessary, as the columons of most of
the British, and many of the Colonial Newspapers, are so full of matter
bearing upon this ail-absorhing question. Ina work of this kind, however,
which prolzsses 10 be devoted 10 the subject of religion, we should not fing
ourselves jusitided, if we neglected to take noiice of an eventso extraordinary
in its own pau.re, and so important in ity probable conseguences to the
Church of God as the piesent certainly is. The remarks and exiracis which
wili be found below, will furnish our readers with a view of .his recent se-
cession, and of pubkc opinion in reference to the step which iLe Noa-Intru-
sion pariy have takea.

——— '
From the Edinburgh Weekly Regiater.
Truesoay, May 18, 13i3.

The great excitement which prevailed in the towa since the beginning of
the week, regarding the n®ar meeling of the Ascembly was this day increae-
ed to the utmost intensity. Thousands arrived from ail paris of the coun-
try yesterday, and during the morning of to-day; and from an early hour,
the crowded state of the streets, especially from the High Street, dowy 10
the North Bridge, and along to St. Aadrew’s Church showed that som(lbuq,
of a wide-spread, all-engrossing interest was aboat w take place. Thg
mands {or admission to St. Andrew’s chiurch, could not be supplied to oye-
tenth of their extent—great numbers even of the ministers and elders, being
unable, owing to the crowded state of the building, to obtain admission.
The patlic gallery was filled to overflowiog at an eatly bour,—many. pric-
cipally ladies, having been there so soon as at four and five o'clock i the
worning,—and long befure the proceedings comuienced was crammed 1o
suffocation, —the pressure from the mulitede a1 the door, woable 1o get in,
readering the position of those standing inside anything but agreeable. Tie
whole house was in fact, tilled {rom lhe floor to the very eeiling. Tue LY
reund the throne were also all occupied by ladies at aa early hour.

Belore proceeding to the High Church, the Most Noble, the” Marquiz of



10 ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE. Junr

Bute, her Majesty’s Lord High Commissioner, held his first levee in the
‘Throne Room of the ancient palace of Holyrood, which wa¢ thronged with
a large assemblage of noblemen and gentlemen, naval nnd mikhitary officers,
Le., &e.

Exacdy at a quarter past twelve, the trumpets announced the approach of
whe Lord High Commissiener, who took his seat in the State carriage with
Lis chiaplain, (the Rev. Mr Lee); the band then struck up * God save the
(Queen.” ‘The court in front of the Palace of Holyrood was guarded by a
detachment of the 661l regiment, and a troop of the sixth Dragoon guards.
‘The procession proceeded round the Caliton Hill up the North Bridge and
High Sireet.

About a quarter 1o pne o'clock, his Grace and his attendants entered the
High Churcli.  After the usual salutations, divine service was commenced by
Dr. Welsh, the Mcderator of the last General Assembly.

lmmediately on the conclusion of the service, the Assembly adjourued to
St. Andrew’s Church, going down by the Mound, :hrough Hanover Street,
and along George Street.

At lwm!v-ﬁve minutes 1o three o’clock, the Moderator, (Dr. Welsh) arvi-
ved, and took tie chair. Loard Belhaven arnved about the same time, and
oceupied one of the chairs at the Clerk's tahle. A few minantes afterwards,
the playing by the band of the Queen’s Anthem, announced the arrival of his
grace the Commissioner, who accordingly entered immediatcly, accompan-
ved by the Lord Provost and others,—the whole assembly and audience
standing to receive him. Dr. Welsi opened the proceedings by a very appro- °
priate and solemn prayer.  After which a number of members entered who
had been unable to obtain admittance before, among whom were Dr. Chalm-
ers, Dr. Gordon, and Dr. Macfarlan of Greenuck, who were received with
bhursts of'applause, and 1ok their seats on e left of the Modem(or. Silence
having been shortly afierwatds obtained.

Dr. Welsh, Moderator, rose and said —According 10 .the usdal furm of
procedure, this is the time fur making up the rJdl; but in conscquence of
<ertain procezdings affecting our. righls and privileges,— proceedings which
have heén sanctioned by Her I\hjes y's Government and by the Legislature
of the countiy, and more especially in respect that there has been an xnfnnge~ )
menton the liberties of our constitution, so that we could not now consti-
tute this court without a violation -of the termns of the union between Church
and Siate of this Jand, n¢ now authoritatively declared, 1 must protest
azainst our proceeding forther. ‘iz reasons that have led me to this con-
clusion, are {ully set forth in the document which I hold in my hand, and
which, with 1he permission of tle House, | shall now proceed to read.”

{The profest-we cannot insert becahse of its lergih.}

“Ymmediately oo reading he protest, which was™ [istened to with
breathless atieniion, Dr. Wi lsh hanléd it 1o the Clerk, bowed 10 his
Grace, i [t the chair, and proceeded vo the door of the Assembly. followed by
Dr. Chilmers, Dr. Gordou, Dr. Macfarlan of Greenock, Dr. Brown of Glas-
gow, Dr. McDuanald of Ferintosh, and the whole body of adhering nimisters
and elders. The efivet of their movement on the audience was suiking,—
a loud cheers Lurst frim the gallery, which, however, was suddenly huthed,
and the whole aodience stoud gnzing inteatly on the scene beloWw,’ \-ery many_ .
of them ia tears. The. whele body formed into a line of procession, four
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abreast aod proceeded down by North Hanover Street, Dundas Siceet, Pitt
Street, &c., to the Hall at Tanfield, Canonmills, preceded, accompanied, aund
followed by immense muhtitodes of people—a large number of -windows
alorg the line being, as in George Stireet, filled with ladies wating their
handkerchiefs. When they teached Tanfield, they were greeted with a loud
and continued burst of cheering from the muliitudes which had assembled
10 receive them ; and on-entering the Hall, the part of it assigned to the pab-
tic was found filled to overflawing, with a large and mort respectable eom-
pany. Those parts of the Hall devoted to ministers end eldees were soon al-
so filled, and the sight of the immense mass of people congregated, apwards
of 3000 persoas, had a most magnificent effect.” .

Dr. Welsh now took the chair, and afier constituting the meeting by a
very solemn and appropriate prayer, he pronovaced a shou ealogium on Dr.
Chalmers, and ;oved that he should be Moderator, -which" -was carried by
acclamation, the me.nbers of the meeting, and all present, coeering an.| wa-
ving their hats and handkerchiefs. }lavm" been thus canstituted under the
nawme of the “ F.ee Presbyterian Church,” xhe first few subsequent days were_
ocoupied pcincipally in discussing matters connected with their secession
from the Establishmeat, and in making arrangenients for the furtherance of
busiae.s.

-5 D @

Oc Tuesday. May 23. the Free Assembly, now amouanting 1o 135 minis-
ters, adopted and signed the following

DEED OF SEPARATION FROM THE E%TABLISHED CHUBCH o¢
SCOTLAND. .

“ The ministers and elders subscribing the protest on Theursday, the 1Sth
of this instant May, at the meeting of commissioners chosen to the General
Assembly appointed to have been that day holden at Edinbargh, agrinst the
freedom and lawfuloess of any assembly which might then be cunstiteted,
and against the subversion recently effecied in 1he constitution of the Charci
of Scotland, together with the miristers and elders adhicring 1o the said pro-
test, in this their Geaeral Assembly convened, did, in prasecution of the said
protest, and of the claim of rizht adopted by tlie General Assembly, which
met at Edinbargh in May, eizhteen hundred and forty-two years, and on the
arounds lherem sel forth, and hereby do, for themselves and all who adhere
to them, separate {rom and abandon the present subsisting ecelesizsneal E«.
lpblisl)ment in Scotland, and d:d, and hereby do, aban-lon and renounce the
" slatus and privileges derived to them or any of thcm, as parochial mipisters

or eldérs of the said Establishment through its cognexion with the State, and
all rights and emoluments pertaining to them, or any o' thew, by virwe
'llge!?l)f Declaring, that they bereby in no degree abandon or tmpai; the
rights belonging te thewn as ministers of Clirizt’s (Go<pel, and pustors and el-
ders of prriiculyr congregations, 1w perfor frev[y aod @l y the fuactions of
their offices towards ﬂlelr respectne congt('?:ulnns, or suack portions thereof
.88 may adhﬁ'e 0 ﬂwm and that they are and shall be free lv exercice gov-
"ernment and dssﬂphne in their several judicatories, separate i‘wm the Estab-
lisLment, accordmg to God's Word, and the standards of ilie Clusch of Teot-
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land, as heretofore onderstood ; and that henceforth they are not, and shali
not be subjeet, in any respeet, 10 the ecclesiactical judicatories, established
in Scotland by law, reserving always the right and benefit accruing to them
or any of them, under the pronision of the statates respecting the Minister’s
Widow's Fund ; and further declaring that this present act shall poways be
lield ae a renanciativy on the part of suek of the ministers aforesaid as are
ministers of churches baiit by private coninbutions, and not provided or en-
dowed by the Siate, of any right which may be found 1o belong to them or
tiewr congregations, in regard 10 the same, by virtse of the intentions and
destination of the contributors 10 the erection of the said chiurches, or othes-
wive, according o law, all winch are fully reserved 10 the ministers atore-
said and congregations.  And fucther, the s:aid ministers and elders in the
then General Assembly conved, while they refuse to acknowledge the supreme
ecclesiastical judicatory, established by Iaw ‘n Scotland, and now holding its
sittings 1n Edinburgh, 10 be a free assembly of the church of Scotland, ora
lawful assembly of the said church, according to the true and original con-
stitution :hereof, and disclaim ite auvthonty as 1o mailers spiritual vet in res-
pect to the recognition given to it by the State, and the powers in conse-
quence of such recegnition belonging 1o it with reference 10 the temporalivies
o! the Establishment, and the right derived therete from the State, hereby
appoint a duplicate of this act 1o be sulzenbed by their Muderator, and also
by thie several ministers, metibers of this Assembly now present in Edm-
Lurgh, for their individual interest, to be transmitted to the Clerk of 1he saw
ceclesiastical judicatery by haw established, fur the purpuse of eernorating
tiere that the benehces held by such of ihe sawd mimsters or others adbering
0 this Assembly as were incumbenis of benefices are now vacant, and the
¢did parties consent that the said Lenetices sheuld be dealt with as such.”™

We subjuin the two following extracts, from papers published in the Me-
nopolts of the nation, to ghow the estinaticn in which this mevement is held
by the British yublic.

5 &

Fram the - London Monry Chrondele.™

“Up to e present moment there are sumbers of intelligent persons in
Eagland who proless a toial indifierence io the Scutch Church question, be-
cause they caunrot bring thameelves 1o take the tinie and trouble to compre-
Lend it. The mast indifferent of those, however, wili surely be_excited to
something hike » {feeling of interest by ke proceedings which have followed
the meeting of the General Ascembly on Thurscay last. 1t is no every-day
cerurrence to wiiness @ body of clergvmen volunianly abandening a nation-
ai estabhizhert, and threwing themselves on voluntary suppori; and this
severe test of conscienti: "1cness s enhanced by the circumsiances connecied
wiiiat. The seceders retice, not becavie they think an Establishment wrong,
and voluataryizw right, but because they can no jonger maintaiu a connee-
tiou on ter@s at variance with thar sense of duty : and, therefore, whatevesr
oginions may be entertained on the queition, no man can regret this volun-
tary abandenment of the endowments provided by the State in sny other
Ughi than & $igosl teatinmony W ibe nioral power of sincerity, apd s gueh,
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calculsted 10 enlist our sympa thies on behall of the men who have exiub-
ited e, _

“ The prominent part which Dr. Chalwers bas tubien in the Secession, is
one of the most remarkaile af s featares.  His broad and wassive genius
—-his peculiar but ardent and everpowering eloquence—his claims as the ad-
vocate of humanity and science, 15 well ae the minister of religion —atl have
contributed to clotbe him with a2 universal ceputation, aed to upbreld him in
the face of the world, as at once a great and a guod man. - Rightly or wrong-
iy, whatever course ke may adopi, cannot be trear-4 vith contempt by any.
wman who hias any portien of seil:resnect.  The zealous advocate of Cunrch
Establishments, e has becorpe the leader of a voluntary association-—
of 3 Free Chupch 5 and yet the reasuns on whi-": he delends the course ha
Las taken, have a certnin kind of awkwardness, whieh can: hardly be rord
without & feahing of paia. He it knowa shat the Disveuters of Scodand
have cunsiderably sympathived with the seceders from the Church on learning
that they were homestly bent on fulfilling their intentions; they nauturally
lovk upen the movement as sirengthening the principal of protest against ail
ceuneetion of Churca with State.”

Fromthe London Marning Advertiser.

*The judgment and tactics of the Evangelieal clergy have, thronghout the
areat and protracted controversy, exceeded all praise. Never was the path
of any body of wen, contending for a great principle, beset with so manv
shoals and quicksands. Unnumbered were the devices—many of them
tnost iogendous devices—which their enemies re<orted to, with the view of
either decoying or drising them from the scriptuead ground on which they
bad taken their stand. * * * la addition to all, there was not only the
want of sympathy, but the most inveterate hostility, on the part of the
YVoluntaries. Happily—and none more heartily rejoice in the change which
tias taken place, than ourselves—bapmly it is otherwise now. Nor were.
these the only discouragemenis and dangers which beset the path of the
Xon-intrusionists. They had a hostile Goverament and a hostile legislatu-e
10 contend against. They had, im a word, nething to-hupe for com any
earthly quarter.  They hud 10 assert their- principles with the certainty, or
atl but the certainty, constanty staring them in the face, that the resulr
wust be either the abandunment of their principles, or the reliaquishment of
their livings.  Nor were tiey without the powerful temptation arising from
the earnest entreaties of persons in high places, calling themselves their
{riends, to think of iheir comfortable maases, (heir certain iivings for hie,
their staws as ministers of an Esiablishment, ard the claims which thew
wives and children had in them. Prers in the House of Lords, and Colgu-
tiouns in the House of Cotnmons, sought to seduce thein from the bigh and
haly pasition they had taken up by appeals to their feelings as husbands apd
fathers and by urging on them the considerations of worldly erse aud com-
parative ‘fluence. And when all these appliances were found to f2il, aod
politicians and-others saw-ihat they were not 1o be either driven or decoyeyl.
from their purpose, Lord Aberdeen, ia the . name of the Government, came
forward at the very last mament, aod by a stroke of the musi coasummists
Mackiavelian policy, sought 1o egtrap them into an abandonment of tha
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Non-intrusion cause.—We allude to Lord Aberdeen’s announcement, vem or
twelve days ago, of the intention of Ministers to bring for¥ard a Nox;-imm..
sion measure, whick, in appearance. was most liberal, but which, in reality
would have proved no mreasure of Non-Intrusion at all, ' ”
s« All, all, bas failed. Threats and promises— frowns and smiles—force
and fraud, have alike been had recourse to in vain, 10 cause the Evangeli-
cal elergy to swerve from what they conceived to be the path of duty. ']':'hey
have acted up to their principles: they have redeemed their pledges. They
have seceded from an Establisiinent in which they could no longer remain
without doing violence to their conscience. And they now stand before
Earope and the world hving examples of the power of gospel-principles.
We use no rhetorical or inconsiderate expression, but speak advisedly and: in
strict accordance with the dictates of troth, when we say that, considering
the great and manifold temptations by which their integrity has been agsail-
ed, the seceding clergy of Scotland exhibit at this moment one of use noblest
moral spectacles the world ever witnessed. \Whe can withhold his venera-
tion from such men ? They are the worthy descendents of the -illuetrious
(lavenanters.—For onrselves. our admiration of their conduct knows no
bounds. Their ministrations, there cannot be a doubt, will pew be erown-
" ed witha far greater measure of success thau they ever werebefure.  They
will henceforth speak as men havingantlority.  They will come befere their
hearers in the aspect and attisude of living margyrs for the truths which they
preach. Who shall compuie the amount of good which such men will now
rccomplish ¢ Nor will that goud be confined 1o the present gemesation :
their example will benefit aud bless the remotest posterity.” .

e § 2o

The General Assembly of the Church of Seotland, as also that of the Free
Presbyterian Church, and the Synod of the United Secession Church in Sces-
tand, have all concluded their sittings in May last; but our space will awt
admit of our giving a view ot any of ther proceedings.

THE RIVER OF DEATH: A DREAM.

I Hup been spending an evening with a vnlued friend, discussing,
with more apimation, 1 fear, than profit, three new miracles. for which
he wag vouching, when the hour of fmmily praversmmmoned vs to high-
er thoughts and moie holy feehngn; and our last remerks were, | hope,
such av we shonll pot have lamented indulging in. had we been on tae
verv verge of heaven. Indeed, we were not e idea tar ofl from that
blessed region; for we had been speaking of David, who neither oa
carth nur theve had any whom he loved in comparison of God; and of
St. Panl, wha, when the time of his departure was at hand, was teady
1o Le offered; nad of saints and maityrs 10 more recent ages; and
lastly, of Bunyan’s serarhic picture of the passage ol his Pilgriss over

PR}
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the river to the celestial city. My friend had repeated with glowing
delight the followinig passage: ** Now [ further saw, that between
thein and the gate was a river; but there was no bridge to go over,
and the river was very deep. At the sight, therefore, of this river,
the pilgrims werc much stunned; but the men that went with them
said, You must go through, or you cannot come at the gute. .

** Then they addressed themselves to the water; and, -entering,
Christian began to sink; and crying out to his good . friend Hopeful,
he said ‘1 sink in deep waters; the billows go over my head; all tho
wuves go over me, Selah.’ : s,

** Then I saw in my dream that Christian was in n muse awhile;
to whom also Hopeful added these words, ¢ Be of good cheer, Jeésus
Christ maketh thee whole;’ and, with that Christian breke out- with a
loud voice, * Oh! I see Him again! and he tells me, when thew: pas-
sest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivess,
they shall not overflow thee.! Then they both took courage, and:ithe
enemy was after that as still as a stone, until they were gone :&ver.
Christian, therefore, presently found ground to stand upon; and: so it
followed, that the rest of the ground was but shallow; thus ghey got
over. ‘Now upon the banks of the river on the other sidethey faw
the two shining men sgain, who there wiited for them; whétefore,; ‘be-
ing come out of the river, they saluted them, saying, *W& are minis-
tering spinits, sent furth 10 minister to those that shall b# heirs of eat-
vation.” Thus they went along towards the gate.  ¥: ¥ - Cs

“* The talk that they had with the shining ones was about the glory
ofthe place, who told them that the beauty and glury ol it was inéx-
pressible. There, said they, is Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem,
the innumerable company of angels, and the spirité 6f just med miade
perfect. You are going now, said they, to' the Paradise of "God,
wherein you shall see the tree of life, and eat of the never-fading fruits
thereof; and when you come there you shdll have white robés given
vou and your walk and talk shall be every ddy with' the -King, "even
all the days of eternity,” ' :

** And now were these two men, as it were in heaven, before (he{
came at it; being swallowed ap with the sight of angels, and with heat-
ingof their melodious notes.  Hete also they had the city itgelfin view,
and they thought théy heard all the bells therein to ring, to welconte
them thereto;but, above all, the warm and joyful thoughts that they had
abotit their vwn dwelling there ‘with'such company, and ‘that for‘ever
and ever: OW! by what tongue or pen can'their glorious joy ie ex-
pressed!. Thus they came up Yo the gate. oo

¢ Now I saw in wmy drenin that thése two men went in’at the ‘gate;
-and, Jo! as they entered they wéredransfigured, and they had grifiiehe
put on thot shune like gold.~ There were also {hat met them with'harpa
to praise withal, and the evunwnsin token 'of honour. Then [ heardin
amy dreaid that all the bells in the citvrang'again for joy; and that it * was
said untofthem,  Enter ye 1n10'the joy of. ouk' Lord.” 1 "alro heard
the men (hvmsql"\'nsesnlg with aloud voice, saying, ° Blessing, and ho-
nour, and glovy. and power'tie ante Him that sittetl upan, the throné,
and unto the Lamb for vver’ : -

“ Now just as the gatew were opened to let in the men, I locked in
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after them, and, .cnold, the city shone hike the sun; the strcets aise
were paved with . M, aud in them walkedmany men with crowns up-
on their heads, pa'me in their hands, and golden harps to sing praisen
withal.”

As my friend bade e udien at might, he smiled and said, * Well,
we shall know these things better when we have crossed the river.”
** We shall sec and know,”’ | rephed, ¢ even as we are =een and
known.” * Yes,” said ho playfully, ** and you will then leave behind
you your incredulity;” ‘* And yow, it may be,” replied I, ¢ vour
modern miracles.””  Thus ended onr discourse; bu! the subject dwek

‘on my mind as £ vetired to rest, andthe impression i left may perhaps
account for the following dream. ,

I thoanght 1 stood on the margin of the river of death, as desciibed
by Bunyam, wnd saw before ine, on the distant heights on the other
side, the heavenly city, Martin'y enchanting picture in Sonthy’s Pii-
grim’s Progrese presented nsclf toiny eye i wy sleep, and lovely
wasg the prospect that estended before me.

But soon my attention was drawn 1o the numerows travellers whe
appronched the streamn; some crossing it willingly, ray, joylully; others,
alas! forced iuto it with reluctant struggles, **driven away in their
wickedness, and without hope in their death.”  Some of this basi ciass 1
gazed at till they came 1o the gate of the city, where ¥ saw them tuin
pale and trembie, as they read in letters of five the awflul sentence
that excluded them trom its felicinies:  * Without 2re dogs, and sor-
cerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, aad idolas=rs, and whoso-
ever loveth and maketha Jie.”” 1 shuddercy as I beheld the vast
mulitudes thus shut out, and saw them with weeping, wailing, and
gnashing of teeth turn te the left hand, where quickly, they were lost
from my sight in the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone. it
is not my purpose to depict these wreiched groups; whieh, alas! com-
prised morc than those who scemed verbally to be included in the e-
ubove inscription; and to consist of all, howcever high-scunding their
claims, who had not on that wedding-robe, which is the righiecusiess
of the saints. 1 turned my eyes fr-m them, that I might contemplate
the blessed spectacle of those who were entering threngh the gatesinto
ts 5 city; and so entranced was I with the glorious prespect, that for a tme
I could only think of their joys, and try to echo at a distance a few
feeble notes of the song of victory which rescunded (rorn their lips.

But after a while, as I began to make more particular observations
on the travellers and on tlfe country I remarked all along, on both sides
of the road, and on the banks of the river, a vatiety of heaps or hi'-
locks, of which 1 nt first did not understand the nature. At length,
however as I locked more narrowly, I saw that they were eaused by
the pilgrims, who, as they passtd nlong on their jonrney, doffed one
and another incumbrance, till at length, they had less and less leil as
they advanced, except the weddmng-garment, which none of them threw
away; no, nat even in the river, where they often made the last strug-
gle to keep n few articles whick they peculiarly valued and had hith-
erto firmly retained, but whichi they werenlways glad to relinguish be-
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fore they arrived on the other side. The margin of the stream, as !
amd, was covered with these littie heaps, as the road had been before.

1 cbserved that there'were somo of the lurger hillocks, especialiy
early on ihe journey, which nene of tiie pilgrims passed “ without de-
positing en them some burden or superfluity. These heaps, being
common to all, I shall not particularly describe; out it will be easily
understood that the beitter knowledge a traveller obtained of the heav-
enly city, und the warmer his aspirations after it, the more ready was
he to cast away whatever he learned would beinadmissible within its
walls. Every known sin, imperfection, and infirmity, most gladly did
he, when in his right mind, try to get rid of; but it was only gradual-
iy that he obtained knowledge and resolution for this purpose : so that
it often happened that a little turther on the road a pilgrim was seen to
divest himself of what just before Le had carvefully cherished; and even
on the borders of the stream itself, some travellers could not be per-
suaded to give up all but their wedding gaiment.

I saw a joyful band of infants, and these needed to cast away noth-
ing, but the burden of'the flesh and the guilt of original sin, and then
invested with the roh.e necessary tor all, they were fit at ance for the
heavenly mansions. Another group of little ones followed; and these
at first sight eppeared innocent, and fice from incumnbrance, like the
fottner; but upon closer inapection I found, that besides swelling the
great heaps just mentioned, to which all alike contributed, they hads
ncquired a few things which needed to be cast away; so that imany a
depusit was there by these little ones of proud looks, and ltish pan-
sions, and lisping falsehoods, and impotent revenges. ‘T'he other lar-
ger heaps along the voad [ stay not to describe; they comprised every
weight that coula stay the traveller, and every sin that easilv beset him,
but which he had laid aside as he thought of the King of the promised
land, and hastened on his way to behold Him in his glory.

But what, said I, struck me chiefly, was an accumulation ot these
heaps—some of them not little ones—on the very margin of the stream
itselt, nay, floating on its mid-waves, for I observed 11 t it often
happened that a traveller, ufter he divested himself of bis more
ohvicus incumbrances) had ignorantiy or obstinately retained to  he
last moment some favourite article, which he fondly fancicd would not
be excluded as contraband on the other side of the stream. These
articles were not, indeed, hke those §rst thrown off, so heavy as ine-
vitably to sink him.in the billows, or to cause bim to be rejected at
the gate of the city as a thief and a robber ; but they were still of a
style @nd tabric whoily unsuitable for admission into a land of perfee-
uon. I examined severa! of these heaps, and was almost inclired te
smile nt the singularity oftheir conteats. '* What, said I, to n pilgrim
who happened to approach, ** are yonder strandings and wave-drifts
that so thickly line the margin of the river?”” ** They are,” said he,
“the failing: oddities, over-statements, miscenceptions, and peculiar-
ties of good men.  See how tightly some of the travellers button them
up to the last—but, loovk ! there they go, one after another—not a ves-
taga, you see, roaches the opposite shore. Mark ydn sedate pilgrin.*
“ Yes,” said I, ** | know him wel! : heis a beloved friend of mine;

7

;



18 RIVER OF DEATH: A DREAM. [Jury

Quaker, I am sorry to say; but I doubt not he is taptized with the
Holy Ghost, and spiritually though not literally, with sacrameatal pu-
rification.”” ** The same,”” replied my companion ! *“ but e ! he in-
tended I have no doubt to zarry his broad brim across the stream with
him; but it would not do—no; there it flnats; and has drifted away to
vonder enormnous heap of cassocks, imties, crucifixes, and- Methodist
bonnets.” llow will yonder divine, thought I, get over with that enor-
mous heap of sermons? Heis, I well know, a sincere servant of
Churist; « man auxious for the glory of God and the souls of his flock;
but with what strange and novel notions does he interlard his discour-
ses ! Lok ! there 1s the whole bundie afloat ! he has recovered here
and there oue, much water-soaked and torn; but scarcely a trace of
others isleft, except the text and doxology. But, happily he him.
self is salc, and has entered the city, and httle heeds he now w._c trifles
which he has left floating onthe current. David, I doubt not, carried
over his harp,for it was alveady attuned to the melodies of heaven; and
St Paul his *¢ books and parchments,” for they werce of divine nspira-
tiou; but he lost his thorn in the Bcsh, as he long before had resigned
his phansaisin, and whatever else was contrary to the name of Jesus
of Nazarveth. A zealous Aunti-prdobaptist, I remarked, had oddly e-
nough procuccd a portable adult font; and an acquaintance of mine,
an ultra-High-churchman, whose name 1 shall not mention, an enor-
wous model of a stecple; but they were both glad to let them go when
they were mid-way in the river, and to lay hold ofthe same plank,
and getover safely together. \What heapt of theological controversy
were there scaltered all along the shore ! [ saw Mr., Fletcher land
arm and arm with Mi, Harvey, and M. Wesley with Mr Toplady; but
a fine confusion of mutnal rubbish they all left behind them : stili,
what they rescued in common wus of inestimable value. [Fenelon had
itended to get over a few conscerated walers and hzllowed relies :
they were but hight, he thought, of floatage : but he was glad at length
to get over himself without them; and get over he <id and had a joyful
seat assigned him; but his wafers and relics drifted down the stream.
A somewhat erratic fviend of mine made sure footing on the blissful
shore; aad happy was [ 1o see hiim arrive there, though almost desti.
tute, excopt of that wedding-garmeznt, which, amidst many alarming
struggles, I trusted he had never relinquished: but alas! what a med-
ley did he leave behind him of *“ orations™ and *¢ homilies™ and muhi-
tform books of quaint device and perilous concoction. [ observed that
some writings, which [ had thought would have done very well to go
over entire, had lost many leaves; among which I naticed even Hook-
er’s Polity, and Luther on the Galatians.  The Bibles whieh floated
over had ull parted from their Apoeryphas; and the Prayer-Books
from their Companiesto the Altar, though various pages of the latter
were recoverable. .
Many of the heaps were nearly decayed, so that I could scarcely
discern their contents; some perhaps from age, such as pilgrim’s shoes
and anchorite’s wallets, which have not been much used, exceptin the
church of Rome, since the dark ages: but others had perished prema-
rarely, from nawral intrinsic decay, being nearly new, vet mouldy.
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Oune of the most recent heaps was a pile of praphetic speculations, as
large as Absalom’s barrow; but I believe it looked larger than it was,
Leing much tumified, though of little weight. Zealousiy and coanscien-
tiously did some of the pilgrims, and true pilgrims too; struggle to
hold it tngether; but it was too unwieldy in mass, aad separately much
of it was highter than the froth and straws flhating on the river; so that
I apprehend very littlo of it was landed.

Tt was traly delightful to hear the gnod m2n who arvived safely over
conversing together in brotherly mood, as each had now furgotten hiv
former peculiarities nnd failings. and one common topic ' engrossed all
vaices. When Watts aud Doddridge begun s sacred chorus, T ex-
pected to hear soma (riends of mine protest against joining with them,
as they had worked their way to heaven illegitimately, not heing enti-
tled to covenant mercies; but so it was that all parties took up the
strain, nothing reluctant, and the Hosannah went round in the full
diapsion of heavenly harmony. Bishop Hooper, I observed, had not
on his sacerdotal robes; which he used to protest so much against; but
then Cranmet bad not his; so that they made a very good picture to-
gether. Iu short, I perceived, that, as long as there existed none of
the causes of disqualitication which were written on the gate, or else-
where in the heavenly vecords. there wanted nothing but the waters of
the river to wash off incumbranczes, and bring all to uniformity ol
thought and feeling; so that each forsook his whimsies as heartily as
he had before forsaken his sins.  And then, when these e qaviz had
heen sloughed off, how free, how graceful did the glorifica spirit ap-
pear, clothed in the royal robes of investure of its new celestial dig-
nity!

As I was intently gazing on these things, I saw approach the friend
with whom 1 had spent the evening. with his three miracles buckled in
a new satchel on his back. Tightly did he grasp them, and gladly did
he plurge in with them strapped on his shoulders; but I observed that
they socn burst the bag by thewr cwn volatility, and ascended to the
clouds, lighter than air-balloons. I was about te exclaim. not very
good nawmredly, * Be thankful, my friend, that you have escaped
vourself, and that from fancies you have not been permitted to glide to
worse.’ when it hecame my own turnto pass over; and large, far
larger than I had ever thought of, was the load which I had o throw
off; far larger, I am sure, than "hat of my beloved fitend. As I threw
off the whole and plunged in, the shock awoke me.

One lesson, smong others, I have learned frum my drenm —namely, thut
we ovght to be content 10 torsake crery thing for the excellency of the know-
ledge of Christ Jesus our Lord : not merely to acknowledge the doctrives of
grace, to discard known eins, and 10 trust in the righteousness of the Re-
deener; but to look to onr ways in minor matters ; to aveid those Jesser
incun:brances which appear so conspicuously in my dream, and willingly
cherizh nothing, professing to te religion, here, which we do not hepe may
be transporied, in spirit at jeast to a better world. 1 do not mean that we
should be indifierent to any thing that we consider to be tiuth, or indalge in
licemwushxily of opinion, or esteem 2ll notions alike, or revel in the lai-
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rudinarisn candour of a time-serving gencration: far, very far from it ; bor,
sull, it may soften asperities, snd promote Christian affection, to distinguish
between those things which we must cast one after another pan the heap,
end thote which we expect in common toretaio. [ do not think that {
ought, in order to please my pious Dissenting friend,to cast away my Prayer
Buok, or 10 blow up the church tower: I think a surplice very comely, an
organ very melodious, my Oxford cap very convenient, and even a mitie not
wis-shapen : but.f we are o meet in heaven, as [ trust we shall, there
shiould Le some limits to our discrepancies upon earth; neither of us conced-
ing what he believes to be a portion of the great mass ot truth, but each
bearing and forbearing with the other in Jove. I do nofexpect 10 Bnd al!
the contents of Mr. Nisbet's book catalogue in heaven ; but 1 will not there-
fore anathematize any really faithful servant of Christ because he entertains
what appear to me some odd notions on Prophecy and the Millennium ; and
1 think he onght not to anathematize me because I do not see my way clear-
ly 10 his conclusion. I will not call another brother a hypocrite because ke
=ays he can conscientiously unite with Neologicans and idolators, with drun-
kards and swearers, for the disiribution of Bibles, but would (eel contaminat-
ed by the approach of Locke, or Lardoer, or Milton : only let bitn not think
me an oppugoer of Seripture, and an enewy to the Guchead of Christ, be-
cause [ do not see the consistency of his scruples. I cannot follow some of
wy friends to what appear to me their semi-Popish views of the saecramnent
of Bapusmy; I think them superstitious and opposed to the spiritual charac-
ter of the gospel; but I will not therefore plate them beyond the gate of sal-
vation : only let them not reprobate me as aa infidel, hecause my notion of
u sign and seal approaches less visibly the doctrine of the cpus operatum.

And so, again, of some nice questions on assurance, Calviniait, and other
Toints’; things, I mean, not absolutely esseatial 1o salvation, and on which
guod men hare differed, and probably ever wiil differ. At all events, let
each Legin with casting the beam out of his own eye, rnd then shall he see
miore clearly to remove the mote from bis brother's eye.— [Cliristian Observer.

SACRED BIOGRAPIIY.
~eolce—

ENOCH.

Tx® personnge whose name is given abuve, was the sun of Jared, and the
{ather of Methuselah. He was born in the year of the World six hun.red
and tweniy two, and being contemporary with Adam for more than three
liundred years, he ppssessed every oppurtunity of keowing frum him, the
history of the creation, the circumstauces of man’s apostacy, God's designs
wf merey toward mankind, and many ather impurtant facts. An ancient
suthor afirms that he was the father of astronomy ; and Suscbive supposes
Hatke is the same with the Atlas of the Greeizn mythology,
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But his fame rests upon a better fuandaticn than his skill in natural science.
The encomium bestowed on him was, that he ““‘walked with Gol.® Whils
. mankipd displayed their rebellion against the Sovereign of heaven and enrrh,
and were exposing themselves 10 a fearful pymishment, he vbiained the testi-
mony, and enjoyed the couscivusness * that he pleased God.” This he did
by Ius exemplary deportment in geaeral, and the attention whieh he paid to
tie external exercises of religion in particular—this he d.8. by the sound-
ness of his faith, and the purity of his neartand life. (See Heb,11: 5,06.)
The design of the apostle, in the discuurse containing the above passage is
to make it uppenr that there has been but one means of obtaining the divine
approbation siuce the fatl, and that this means is, the exemphscation of a
life of faith and holiness.

Enoch is said by another inspited writer, to have futetold the antediuvian
world of l:e conung of Christ to judgmeut.  (See Jude 14,13.) This pro-
phecy is a clear, and at the same time an awful deseription of the day of fina!
retribution, when the Messiah shall sit upon bis throsc of jusiice, te deter-
mine the everlasting.condition of markind, according to their true character ;
and it shows that the different offices of Christ hoth 10 save and to judge, o1
a3 Prophet, Priest, ana King, were known 1o the holy Patriarchs. -On whai
the Aposile Jude founded his declaraticns, has been matter of much specd-
latien. Sorme have produced a treatise, called the * Book of Enoch,” which.
it is pretended, contains the cited passage ; but as its auiherity is not proved.
and internal evidence sufficiently marks its spurious origin, it is reasonable
10 conclude that this prophecy was either traditivnally handed down to the
aposile, or that it had been specially communicated to hin,

In the translation of Envch from this world, God departed from the ordi-
dinary course, and gave him an exit glorious to himself, and instructive to
aankind. To convince the world hew acceptable holiness is to him, and w
show that he had prepared for thore that lose him a hea.venly inheritance,
lie caused this ancient saint to be removed from the present abode of men
into hisown gl "ous presence, without experiencing death.

P S S e e T

NERO.

We shall next dicect the attention of our readers 1o the character of Nero.
The name of this person is not mentioned in Scnipture; but he is indicated
by kis title of Ewmperor, and by his surname Casa,. To him the apostle
Caul appealed after his imprisonment by Felix, a-d his examination by
TFestus, who was swayed by the Jews. The apostle was therefore caried
to Rome, where he arrived A, D. 61.  Here he continued two yoars, preach-
tag the gospel with freedom, till he became famous even in the emperor's
court, in which were many christians ; for he salutes th.e Philipp/ans in the
name of the brethren whu were of the household of Casar, that is, of Nero's
cuourt, Philip, 1. 12, 12; 4, 22, We have no particular informa‘ion how he
aleared himself {rom the accusations of Yhe Jews, whether by answering be-
fure Nero, or whether Lis enemies dropped their prosecutions, which seems
probable; Acis 28: 21, However, itappears Le was hibgrated in the year 63.

Nero, the most eruel and savage of all men, and also the most wicked and
depraved, began his persecutivn agsinst the christian Chorch, A. D. 64, ou
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pretence of the burning of Rome, of which some have thought himself 1o be
the author. He endeavoured to throw all the odium on the Christians: those
were seized first that were known publicly as such, and by their means many
others were discovered, and were insulted even in their sufferings. Some
were sowed up in the skins of beasts, and then exposed to degs to be arn in
pieces; some were nailed 1o crosses; othurs perished by fire.  The lauer
were served up in pitched coverings, which, being set on fire, served as torch-
es to the peuple, and were lighted up in the pight. Nero gave leave 10 uee
his own gardens, as the scene of all these crueltics. From this time edicts
were published against the Christians, and many suffered martyrdom, espe-
cally in Italy. 'T'h2 2postles Peter and Paul are thought to have been mar-
tyred. consequent on this persecution.

‘The Revolt of the Jews from the Romans happened about A. D. 63 and 66,
1a tite twelfih aod thirteenth of Nero. The city of Jervsalem making an
insurrection, A. D. 6%, Florus there slew three thousand six hundred persons,
nad thus began the war. A litille wlile afterwards, those of Jerusalem kiiled
the Roman garrison. Cestius on this came to Jerusalem to suppress the se-
drtion ; buthe was forcad to retire after having besieged it about six weeks,
and was routed in nis retreat, A. D. 6G6. About the end of the same yea
Nero gave Vespasian the command of his troops against the Jews. This
general carried on the war in Galilee and Judea during A. D. 67 and 65,
the thirteeuth and fourteenth of Nero. But Nero committing suicide in the
fourteenth year of his reign, Jerusalem was not besieged till afier his death,
A D. 70, the first and second of Verpasiani—[Ency. R. Koowledge.

SELECT POETRY.
-3 O

TEE THUNDER-STORM.

‘Fear not, thy God is with thee

It comes '—the rushing wind has burst
The silence and the weight which nurst
Its gathering strength : uccp as the tamb,
One heavy cloud sweeps on in gloom;

A few faint gleams of hroken hght—

A streak of blur—Al else is mgh(!

Not the s0ft night of muon and star,

But made by elcments at war.

A haman step is on the heath —

A child that bears a wild-flower wreath :
Wild o’er the mountains howis the wind:
The mosn's fair vale is fur behind,

Sheis alone : her large blue eve

Ifarns timid to the '\\vful skv;

The 1anacent, the loved, and the young,
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THE TIHUNDER STOKM.

To whom the widow’s heart has clung;
The dear reminder of the past,

On whom all future hope is cast.
Guarded by all thy mother’s tears,

Sweet orphan, shake from thee thy fears;
Tremble to mark (God’s might shove,
‘Tremble, but cheer thy dicad with love !

Though dark the tempest o’er thy head,
Not this the tempest thou shouldst dread—
Dvead thou the storms which eoming time
Must mingle with thine hour of prime—
The tempests of the heait, which none,
However they subdue, may shun.
The feverish hepe, the vain desire,
Envy, repentance, grict, and ire,
The trust deceived, the faith betray’d,
The wrong that only Heaven can aid :
These waut for all. and these wmust be
A portion of thy lile and thee,

’

Ab ! when in after-years, if care

Or teil seem more than thou caust bear;
And sleepless night, and anxious day,

Wear life in heaviness away;

Think thou, amid thy weary lot,

Haow this storm pass’d ana harm’d ihee noty
The Haud that kept the wind-swept Inli
And loncly maor is with thee stilk

I'he same to save. the szme 1o spare,

Let thy lip guard its eatly prayer.

‘Thv wrongs arc register'd on high,

Thy tears a huly hope shail dry,

Ihy toil, meet harvest will return,

‘Thy grief is as the fires that bura

And purity i, that thy heart ’

Has kept its early faith apary;

1t thou canst raise a heavenward brow

As trustingly as thou dost now;
meckest faith and piety

Can say—Thy Gods still wul thee. L.E.

L.
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A PASSAGE FROM SAINT AUGUSTINE.

Long pored St. Austin o’er the sacred page,
And doubt and darkness overspread his mind -
On God’s mysterious being thought the sage.
The wriple person in one godhead join’d :
The more he thought, the harder did he find
To sulve the various doubts which fast arose;
And as a ship caught by impetuous wind
Tosses where chance its shatter’d body throws,
S0 toss'd his troubled soul, and no where found repose.

Hented and feverish then he closed his tome,
And went to wander by the ocean side;

Whete the cool breeze at evening lov'd to come,
Murm’ring responsive to the murm’ring tide:
And as Augustise o'er its margent wide

Stray'd, deeply pondering on the puzzling themne.
A isttle child before him he espied :

12 earpest labor did the urchin seen,

Working with heartinteat, close by the sounding siream.

He look'd, and saw the child a hole had scoopd.
Shaillow and narrow, in, the shining sand,

O'er which at work the laboring infant stoop'd,
sull pouring water in with husy hand :
‘The saint address’d the child in accents bland - —

“Fair bay,”” quoth he, I pray, what toil is thne?
Let me its end and purpose understand.”

The bay replied,—** an easy task is miue,

Ta sweep into this hole. all the wide ocean’s brine.”

*Q foolish bay "' the Saiut exclaimed, ¢ to hope
‘That the broad ecean in that hole shoukd lie 1

* O foolish Saint 1" exclim’d the bey, “ thy scope
Is still more hopeless than the wii ] ply,
Who think’st to compreitend God's nature high

In the small compass of thine human wit :
Sooner, Augustine, socner jar shail |

‘ Confine the ocean in this tiny pit,
Than Saite minds conceive God's uature Infinite )
Axoviaue-
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EXAMPLES OF BENEFICENCE
-y § O .

ALFRED THE GREAT.

Arerep THE GREAT, who was one of the hest princes England ever
produced, divided his revenue into two parts; one of which he dedi-
cated to sacred uses, and the other to secular. 'That moiety which
was dedicated to sucred uses, he subdivided into four parts, one’ of
which was dispensed to the poor in general; another dedice ted for re-
Tigious houses of his own fouading; a third wus given to the public
schools; and the fourth employed in.rebailding and repairing monas-
teries, and other public foundations both at home and abroad. The
mher muiety, devoted to secular uses, was hkewise subdivided into
three parts, one for the support of his household the other for the pay-
went of his workmen; and the third for the entertaininent and reliel ot
stiaugers who 1esorted to his court.—[Hist. Eng,

ROBERT BOYLE.

‘T'me honouradle Mr. Boyle was a man of extensive learning, one ot
the most exact inquirers intc the works of nature that any age has known;
and what reRects the greatest honour on himself and upon Christianity
i3, that while he was an accurate reasoner, he wus algn a firin believes.
ilis religion was not a”mere profession by which he was distingnished
ftom an Atheist, a Jew, or a Turk, but he suffered it to have its due
and genuvine influcnce on his lile and actions. He did nct only wish
well to the cause he espoused, but endeavoured to diffuse that light
and knowledge even in the most distant parts, which he saw so abso-
intely necessary for the present nnd future welfare ol mmankind. This
imdeed is the noblest kind of charity, and therefore discoversthe warm-
est benevolence.: But Mr. Boyle’s generosity and beneficence did no
stop here; it was discovered in innumerable instances relating to the
external wants and distresses of his felow-creatures; and eonferred
w0 tn such a manner as enhanced their valve  But these | shalt omir,
and represent him only ns an example of heueficence inthe propoga-
tion of Christianity. ““ He was at the charge of the translation
aud impression of the New Testament inte the Mulavan language,
" which he sentover all the Kast Indies. He gave a noble reward te
him that transiated Grotius’s incomparable book of the Truth of the
Christian Religion into Arabic; and was at the expense of a whole im-
pression, which he took care to order to be distributed iu all the coup-
teies where that language is understood. He was resolved 10 have
carried on the impression of the New Testaifient in the Turkish lan-
pusge; bnt the Company thought it became them to be the doers of it,
and so suflered him only to give a share towardsit.  He was at sewn
hundred pounds charge in the edition of the Jrish Bible, which ho
uidered to be distributed in Ireland; and he contributed largelx buth
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1o the Impression of the Welsh Bible, and of the lrish Bible in Scat-
land. He gave during his life three hundred pounds to advance the
design of propagating the Cheistian religion in America: and as soon
as he heard that the Fast India Company were eatertaining proposi-
tions lor the like design in the uast, he presently sent an hundred
pounds fur a beginning and an example; but intended to earry st much
farther.when it should be set on fuot to purpose. He had designed,
though some accidents did upon great considerations divert him from
settling it during his life, but not f{rom ordering it by his will, that a
itberal provisicn should be made for one who should, in a very few
well-digestcd sermons, every year set forth the truth of the Christian
religion, in general, without descending to the subdivisions amongst
Christians; and who should bLe changed every third year, that so this
noble study and cmployment might pass through many hands, by
which means many might become masters of the argument.—[Life of
Mr. Boyle, p. 36,—37.

SCRIPTURE ITLLUSTRATIONS.

-~

-.D‘Q—

Jen. XVIIL. 13. ““They that depart from me shall be written in
the carth.”” Harmer illustrates this phrase by an extract from Peter
de la Vaile’s remarks upon Indin:—*" I beheld children writing theiwr
lnssons with their fingers on the ground, the pavem:nt being for that
purpose strewed with very fine sand.  When the pavement was full,
they put the writing out; and, it nced were, strewed new sand fromthe
littie heap before them, wherewith to write further.” Harmer, we
think with much reason, suppoeses that Jeremiah- ust have had this
temporary method ot writing in view, as contrasted with more perma-
nent documnents atiended to in seripture.  See Psalms lxix, 23. Eze-
kiel xiii 9. Itis a curious illustration of the perpetuity of an oriental
custom, that children were probably taught writing in the days of Je-
remiah, just as Dr. Bell, more vecently, and De la Valle long since,
found them tavght in India. The only wonder s, that this useiul and
economical practice was not imported into Europe till the present cen-
tury. :

It
It
i

Serain.—This expression occurs in the Book of Psalms seventy-four
times, and three times in the prephecy of Habakkuk. [ts signifiation
does not seem to be known. Some suppose that it is a note of the an-
cient music, the use of which is not now understood. Calmet savs 1t
wti.ates the end, or a pause; but as it is net always found at the con-
chision of the sense, or at the end of the Psalm or song. it is probable.
as Bennsis suggests, that it denotes a repeat.  Itis evident that it al-
Wﬁg‘s‘foﬂows some highly important sentiment, and is a proper call to
refiectinn.
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THE CUHURCH.

From the Edinburgh Witness.
THE CHURCH.
A voice on the hills of Scotland !
A voice in the barren heath!
A stirring of the martyr dust,
That lieth underneath !
The good old cause is owned again,
As in the days of yore,
And the Banner of the Covenant,
Streams on the storm onee more !

We hail thee ! ancient Banner—

’Neath which our fathers fought !—
The very stains are sacred,

From THEIR true heart-stream caught!
Once more we rally round thee,

Our holiest and our best—
Nor let a standard-bearer faiot,

Until we reach our rest!

Not in a quiet haven
The bark must hope to ride,
That bears the gospel freight of peace,
O’er the world’s adverse tide !
Not to earth’s smile and sunshine,
The Church of Christ must_cling—
When did the usurper’s minions love
The children of a king ?

On through the barren desert!

On ’neath the world’s dread frowa !
The thorns that strew our pathway o’er,
Fell from our aster’s crown !

Bearing the vessels of our God,
Striving beneath His eye—

Our beacon be the « Barning Brush !’
Qur record is on high!
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‘ Prom the Presbyterina.

WITHOUT GOD.

11 is the characteristic of the wicked that they are “ without Codia the
world.” They havenot his love in their hearts nor his [éar helore their eyes.
The world is filled with practical atheism, and inany who have a high ap:.
non of themselves would be surprised did they know that they were obnous-
tous to this charge. The folly of this kind of athe’sm ina single aspeet
way be presented; we menan in the very common praciice of wmaking our
ariangem=nts for business or pleasure without including God in them. How
many whose religious profession implies high, holy, and heavenly purposes,
thas practically exclude God from their most favourite plans and pursuita !
One, fur instance, will say that he will go into such a ecity and buy and sell
and get again, without reflecting .hat there is an unseen hand above him,
which thwarts or succeeds his purpose as it pleases. lle cannot go a step
or prosper in # single enterprise in oppositicn 1o the divine will. God may
either frustrate all his projects, and eflectually hald him back from weal,
or as is often the case, he may pour iato the lap a rich 1bundance, and make
it utterly impotent to increase in the slightest degree the possessor’s happi-
ness. Itis inthe projects of pleasure, asit is in those of proflt.  Tiey mas
be planned with exactitude, comprise the sources of all earthly enjoymen:,
and be most carefully guarded against disappointment; butif God be not in
them, they are, as many have mournfully discovered, utterly futile, Disap-
pointinents will arise, expectations will be unrealized, and even if all the
outward circumstances be favourable. God may easily indispose the mind 1n
enjoy them. Whenever we' look abroad, "alas! whenever we lock willin,
we discover the wrecks of many a fair scheme of happiness projected withoat
& duc place assigned to God. Many tax their invention, bring every tuing
under contribution, and imagine that their schemes must succeed, and in suc-
ceeding, must render them Lappy; but the event dues not jusufy the expec
wation.  The slightest derangement of our coiporeal system, a head-ache or
a tooth-acke will put to flight the pre-arranged plans, and leave the expee-
tant chaffed and vexed, instead of exhilarated and happy. All this and un-
speakably more than we have alluded to, resulistrom forgetting the duty to ho-
nout God. Let the opposite plan be tried: let God have the first place ; let
all things have a ref>rence to him ; in anticinations of pleasure, let his blese-
ed image be the point of attraction and his grace the source of blessing, and
then judge if disappaintment be possible.  Is not God the orderer of provi-
<dence, and can he not make everything redound tv the gead of (dvse who
trust in him? Is he not infinitely merciful and will be not? A sinner's
plans of enjuyment may depend on a fair sky and a genial air, bat cannot
God defeat lus plan by sending his * rough wind” and deluging the earih

~with rain?  Or, on the contrary can henot promnte the happiness of i<
wreatures by making the elements combine their inflaence for that purpoee
Even in temporal arrangements, the believer in God who is constantly sensi-
ule of Lis dependence on him, is sure to enjoy a purer pleasure from the out-
ward heauties of natare, the pursuits of literature, the sacial relations, or
cven in the lawful gratification of appetite, than the maa who resorts 10 these
uuags indepandently of God. le enjovs God in every thing, while the other
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enjoys nothing purely, because in nothing does he find God  This leads to
another remark. It s freely admitted that as the world is now constituted,
or rather we should sav disorgani..ed, there are perpetual interrupiions to
man’s happiness. The good and the bad are subject to disappointnent. pain
nod grief; but if the plans of happiness of the one are not without God dei-
ther atg his sotrows nnd griefs. This is an important difference between
the two. The most wicked who can live without God in all their thooghts,
have a lingering hope that they will not die without the beams of his recon-
eiled face; but in most casesitisa forlorn hope; not so with the other
elass. They have been accustomed to inclade God in all their plans, and te
look up to-his blessing the charm of Iife, and the inlervention of worldly los-
ses und sorrows does not alter the case. It furnishes an occasion for the .
richer manifestation of the loving kindness of the Losd.  We may suppose
such a one as we are describing, planning with humble submission to God ;
he aaturally calculates tha: w th health and fiiends, 2 competent measure of
wealth, lie may enjoy life with God’s blessing ; but afflictions thicken on
him us they did on Job; his health faile, his {riends die or prove false, his
worldly substance slips from " his held. A werldly planper under these cir-
cumstances would in desperation say, Ye have taken away my gods, and
what have I more? But the other finds God still left when every thing '.s
eludes his grasn, and he finds infigitely more happiness withoui the world,
but with God, than he that forgets God could, in possession of the worl?
without the divine presence. Happy, happy is he who is not without God
when the storms of adversity assail him ; when the culd winds of death he-
gin to hlow upon him, and the dread scenes of eteroity open upon his view.
Should the readerdesire this blessedness, let him remember 10 make no plan
for his own hapjiness in whiel (God does not occupy a conspicuous place.

AN ADDRESS TO THE AGED.

1 woctip wish 10 put ihese questions to every person, but chiefly io thove
advanced in life. 'Wehave two aged characters at the first advent of our
1,0rd, who form bright examples for your imitation, when considering hie se-
sond coming; Simeon and Anna.

They were waiting for the consolation of Israel. Day after day they were
entering into the temple, hopiag they might see the Lord’s Christ. No
sooer did he appear, than Anoa gave thanks 10 the Lord, and * spake of
hun to all them that looked for redemption in Israel;” and Simenn 1akiug
ins Saviour in his arms, said, ** Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in
yeace, according to thy word ; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” What
heautiful models for your imitation in this latter day! Their loine were
girt and their lamps burning.  With joy and gladness they behicid their
Baviour.

Is it thus withlyou my aged friends? Wnether the Saviour speedily
comes, or not. you must speedily naeet him. What will it be to nzeet him
unprepared! Cunsider, that you have the sins of & long life all upon you: a
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course of fifty, sixty, or seventy years, without vne of the sins of these years
being forgiven. Ok ! think of this. Think again, thatyou have no clothing tv
cover you in that day; no wedding-garment, in which to meet the king; but
you stand with all the £pots and defilements of sin visible vpon you. Think
also, that yourheart remaias in the state in which you were born: with this
increased cvil, that it has become more unfit for heaven, by the earthly dis-
positions it has so long indulged. O think of these things. The thoughts
may not Le pleasantat the mowment, but they are wholesome thoughts. For,
when the Lord comes—ves, when death comes it shall be too late to think.
Now is the accepted time; the bappv moment, when you may reflect to your
eternal bencfit.  For, as if to encourage you in these thoughte, the Lord in-
viles you to enter into his vineyard even * at the eleventh hour,”

"I had lately a most pleasing visit from a person between seveaty and
eighty years of nge, who was in deep concern for his eternal welfare. He
said that it was not till that age, that he Lad begun to consider his ways;
but that he now would be thankful for any instruction. Do you then who
are advanced in life, now prepare to meet the Lord. And as your memory
may not be so strong as in former days, that I may not burden it, I will only
request you to recollect these few things—that your readiness consists i
your sins being pardoned ; in your person being accepted in Christ; and in
vour heart being changed by the Holy Spirit: and that the way to obtain
thiese blessings, is to cast yourself upon the Saviour, aud, exercising simple
faith in him, to cry with earnestness, * Lord Jesus, save me.” Oh! that
the Holy Ghost may bring this prayer to your remembrance, and incline your
heart to use i, for the Lord’s sake!—[From Stewart’s Advent.

ITEMS.

The Marquis of Breadalbane, it is said has contributed the sum of
£10,000 to the funds of the late Secession from the Church of Scotland.

Mr. Smith of Nottingham, a member ot the Church of England, and
brother of M-, Able Smith, the London Banker, has subscribed the
sum of £3G0 per annum to the same funds.

The people of Prince Edward Island have recently given the sum of
£25 sterling, for the purpose of aiding in the circulation of the Scrip-
tures in China.

In a spee<h delivered by Dr. Chalmers on the 18th day of May, on
the financial affairs efthe Free Presbyterian Church, it was stated that
there was already subscribed the sum of £232,000.

The Treasurer of the Domestic Missionary Society, Pictou, acknow-
ledgns the receipt of Five Pounps from ““A Friend to Missions.”
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** All fiesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is ae the flower of the field."’

It is our painful duty to record in this our first number, the death of
Curistiany, eldest daughter of the late Rev. Dr. Mc(Cregor, East
River, and wife of Abram Patierson, Esqaire, Pictou, who departed
this life early on Sabbath morning, the 25th ult., in the 46th year of
her age, leaving a husband and six children, and an extensive circle
of relatives and acquaintances to lament their berecavcment.

Of the decessed it can i:e said ihat she knew the holy scriptures
from a child. Gilted by nature with an amiable disposition, and train-
ed up under the goverpment of strictly exemplary and pious pareats;
the religious Icssons which they uniformly taught, ber docile mind was
ever ready tolearn ; and her alter life afforded a pleasing evidence
that the instructions which she reccived in her juvenile years fell upon
her heart as good seed upon the ground. By the conscientious dis-
charge of the dutics of a daughter, a wife, and a mather, she turnished
an example highly worthy of imitation. I'or a number of yearsshe
was a member of the Rev. J. McKinlay’s congregation, and. by her
habits of self-denial, scif-sacrifice, and sclf-control, slic adorned the
profession which she had made. While she was in life, it appeared
to have been her principal aim to prepare for another and anda better
world, and, therefore, as the griin messenger approached, she was era-
bled to meet this last enemy with undaunted and christian fortitude,
and in the confident cxpectation of a complete victory under Christ the
Captain of her salvation. **Aud 1 heard o voice from heaven saying
unto me, Wrile, Blcssed ave the dead which die in the Lord from hence-
Jorth : Yea, sailh the Spirit, that they may rest frem ther labours: and
their works do follow them.

By the removal of the deceased from our society, we eanrot avoid
experiencing those sensations of gricf which this dispensation of pro-
vidence is calculated to produce ; butlet us not mourn as those who

. have no hope, but be followers of them who through faith and pa-
tience inherit the promiscs.

Bress’p be the everlasting God,
the father of our Lord;
. Be his abounding mercy prais'd
his majesty ador’d.

When from the dcad he rais’d his Ses,
and call’d him to tle sky,

He gave our souls a lively hops
that they should uever die.

To an inheritance divine
be taught our hearts to ride;
'Tis uncorrupted. undefil’d,
unfading in the skies.

Saints by the povw’r of God are kept?
till the salvation come:

We walk by faithas strangers liere;
but Christ shall call us home.
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