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«^»A*A

r-ifr,

ot tiff (HovmtfL

BCM. XXIV, de reform, mat-
.i»i„5i'?;? ™*4.® prudent proviaiona«aiMt the rash celebration of sec-
ret man-lagres—which the Church ofGod has always deprecated and for-bidden—when It decreed that
"""•e who attempt to contractmarriage otherwise than In the

^rt®„^°»t °' *•?*"• Paf*»h Pr'e-t or

Ifc®^^?' **'® parish priest or of

S®t^'*i^*ll' *"*.]" *« Pre-ence
S[J^ °/ ^""^^ witnesses, becomettereby Incapable of marrylh« vS-
Ii?ii .',"<=• ^"«» Council dSblares

vSld."
' contracts are null and

i.o«i!Il® ^^ Council prescribed,"gwew, that the above decree

and was to have force only In those

SlSf«*i5 Ti^'e** " *»°">^ be Sro!
roulgated. It has happened that

^!?ili'**5 "?*.^P ™»*» have been
2S5r}^®**,

o' **>« benefit of the Trl-

h,1?*'i^* \t^'
an**' .beln» still with-

225* *' ftey continue to be sub-ject to the doubts and Inconven-
iences of the old discipline

i,^'*^!^***
all difficulty cease Inthose places where the new law hasbeen In force. For often there havearisen grave doubts In deciding who

JL}^^ S?-'"®**"*'^ a« the parish

must be celebrated. The canon).
^1 discipline did Inde^ ''d^ide
«if«-

*'* **. i^*' Pa'''"h priest Inwhose parish one or other of thecOTitracfing parties has hte w herdmnlcile or quasi-domlcile. But as
It to sometimes difficult to saywhether a quasl-domlclle really ex-Jsta In a given case, many mar-

kV

riages are
nullity;
through Ian
rendered quii

These deplo^MH renlta'ha.vi
curred more JVe^inUy 5 Sw> €time on account of the «r«it«r ttaf

of wise and learneff.oMeirir
been deemed exp^diSI. to fnt?ome change In* q£ u^ r

i»^:

i ^ *'"'*"B<' inio xn/e law- i

Hi'ilF
tli» form otceWbrtTtlhV

riage, and manyt blahoM lit

Pn*tho°' *•*« world. bStespeSitfVIn the more populous Sbng^^inr'

«iW^.h^rin'^u"r*5l*gb^^
by others fn various re«&irrthS '

provision be made to prSent^*^
inconveniences arising^ S£i-
trothals. that Is, mututf^**
OT marriage, when pri^iFor experience has SiShown the many dansers
espousals, in that they ar#

misleading inexperienced glrtoTM-Mes Involvinsr subsequent filS^•Ions and endless disputes. ^^
These circumstances haveduced the Holy Fkther, Pto^*X, In his solicitude tor allchurches to advise some modte

"P™»
with the object of remot,

l^% .above-mentioned difficult

f^u*^?^"-^ Accordingly, he «»mltted to the 8. Cbngregatlcw
the Council the task of eStafInto the matter and of suggMtlitf<

oKrtunr'"" *» " mlghV'de;^

.He was pleased. aJao, to tusew-



,Tof £ AQAtMAn f

1^ X^Sn»SLl!IM: ?r:

'mar

•proved by hfmi£i#*"* ''©w Iaw«

^ Which the d^clDrAj?*,'"**™"©!!.o* eii»a«enient« aSIP i?* '." »"e«pect
be refuted f" ^il 5^an-«*»e Is to

«i«B«Bm«trt or Srtniiipii

two wltneStegf**'®' ** at least by

be'" n2bfe°?o S^i^*^ "Z the partiesbe noted In fi.-
it®' this fact la ?«

two Witnesses, *"® P'^ce. or the

th?p?/seKcri*e''?A «!"»«« Instood not onlv fhi •
.

to be under

'^ffi^^SlJ?: «««tVbT|,'l that

**re of?;iS"f„'^^„<»«g«tejrTor the
uperioi' orthe mM "" -^ *•»•

A-'-

witnesses. In ic^ii^l "* '®?*t two
rules laid doiJS ll?*»"i,*!f 7\\^ the
articles, and With thi^*- 'ollowliMr

dlnr;y^of%Kl,'lao^'"lS'.^.it"<» the Or-
a nu»fria»e: ^ *'" ^"**'y assist at

»wvi take™ ^JlSr on Which they
flee or entSi^'^'TK^f tbeir Lent-
Jess thiy hSle tt h^^I *''^??' "»-
cree excoi^uiil^I'L^y » P"bllc de-
auspended^m

thTofflce; "* **

thelr^ te",i^,t°o"r'?
'^'thln the limits of

tory they Msist vliirti^**"*'
terrl-

riaares not only of th^.'i'
^t mar-

Jects. but alsTof'o^^Jj/Se^T* '"b-

r#iit^erS n'?tV'^"i?« and
violence or S™v^ t compelled by
and receive t^con^t'J^S^ «»»
tractlny parties. * **' the con-

They assiat Hcitly

:

acM*»Vt?e ^JK^^r/'ned.
that the contract&^«*'.S? '"««»«
'ree to marrv o.;3i ?w pa^les are
duly compll^' ^?t"l

thfl they have
iaid down^by the ?a^® conditions

nior2over.*^hit*^neo?th"°«'-**'ne«».
ine parties has a domi^n*'<'°tract-
least has lived fo? « ™i^"E' ."f at
Ijace where the mo?i?i"h '« the
place; '"* marrlaga takes



ml.Blon to u.l.t at the marAagl^

mSSk^n to Inote S^ J^*"* Pol-
and certain to ««if/'*?*' "Pecifled
within

the"llJSlt'i'^?S!il,rdXi?f^*t'

to obaeiVe the Hm Is JX" k*?
'>°'"'<»

anT"ktWthi*J!^r° *,»«* »n
the Ordinary of t^-l*? *""*«"*• ««•

presence of two^RS^JI^ "^ ^'^^

mS^a*« 1h*-f.»*''? celebration of a

at once in the^'o^olc fe maS?5lJ

NE TEMERE DECREE
the names of the c<l
wltneaaea, the olace
ce'ebratlon of the m.other ^detalla. accor.method preaciibJd I?
nhu'"*.'"' »»y thV^Ordln-
obligation holds lltowlieother priest. deliwateS •W

conJolnUy with thJ' "*. "'""nd

» Possible^S tfc KSrle§"re'^s^

rule's 'hS?* fa'id'dnSJj'*
^*°J»*« the

punished by their o2rt,2''«.
to be

r'[iv° t^Sr ""^^av'l?;

have been convelted to**'?*'**''*'"

S^^ii'rkil. ^' -- Of '?SSotL!S!



contnct b«trothaI or marrlasa with

Used, even after a (*laMnMtlonhas been obtained fr^n the lm"
pediment m»xtat rtU(;'. g or dit-

I^have decree. otherwUe "?J?ome particular place or re«lon.

t^iIi*L^°"•P^*^•>"c• Whether bap-
•monr themselves are nowher»
5?"bl.t,i?,h°ir'^«

the CathoUc fo?mor betrothal or marr'a^e.

ji-'^'iiliPi!;!*!"?
*'«<^'*« « to be held

Se o^fno^?^ '* transmission totne ordinaries, and iu provisionsbejrln to have the force of lawfrom the solemn feast of the !»•

Christ, next year, 1>08.

NE TEMERE DECREE

see that this decree be made publif
fn ,^" •? i»«?«We. and expCTlnedIn the parish churches of theVdlo-
cese. so that it may be known by

bv^th!*-?!il'5*V*"A'* to.»»*v« force
W^ . ^''•-.P**^**' order of our MostHoly Father Pope Plus X.^lthings, even those worthy of ane.

waUa'ntt '" ''• •'°"'™^»^ "^-

of^ai^it^. ?n°The°"yJaV JIS?."*
"^^

VINCHNT
Card. Bishop of Palestrina,' Prefect.

C. DE LAI, Secretary.

l^xplumtian

beforeEasterSuiiX 1908^th^"^
marriages performed

only two points about ih^-h . ? ''"'"*
V°

^* '" **^* ^»^°'« decree

all remSr^cf tbl/: reirbttrLTh f '•*^'?^''^'*
^

'^
'' ""' «"* "^

waialwavsh^wrf; • J^
*'^°**'^^"-^""«n O' unwritten—

bered that very often tl! n^''^
P*''^' "°^ '^

'' "'^ "'^•^'« ^«'"«'"-inat very often the pnest was in a quandary as to whether



EXPLANATION
the v«rbal tngragement had rtally taktn place or not, It will beea.,Iy under.tood why the Church wished to remove al d^ubt bjyfu..ng for the future to recogni« any betrothal not in wS
n5.!T i!' "n ^"'i"^

"^ **** "°' •* '°^«' »»»•» »here being no wit-

it TK
^^•'.•"•^•d agreement, church law doe. not recognize

hi. J^hn/if "**V*
'•'"**?** ^'°" ***• "^"*^ °^*he pne.t;. to:hi. method of procedure, and no room is left for a dishone.t and

n!rIfWT*?°^'^°'""".'^**°
"'«*»' "«''*» *«M« •« innocentparty by falsely .tatmg that a betrothal exi.ted. There i. not.log extraordinay about the exacting of the betrothal ageement in

t^IIctT^ Of
**'^°''*

^'i"'"."-
"^^^^ ""« '* ««<=»«<» in civil coi"tracts. Of course, there is no compulsion to make any writtenagreement, and as a matter of fact, it is not likely that more thana half dozen such agreements have been entered into in OntPriosince the pnblication of the Ne Temere in 1908. Let it be addedthat according to natural law, a verbal engagement that

rh.nart!?nr
*" •"J"?*'"*'^ ""X sort, obliges in conscience

IhUrmS^ tol!'"'^5?''**".?"'u"*''
*° marriage, and there seems

li! ^ •"'** '° "*''* ***• question of betrothals clear tothose wiiBag *o see.

h.f«« !'*'V i".-*''' f"-""**
point- the invalidity of marriage

k! r fKT t° u '."f
«""•". whether the contracting partiesbe Catholic «. both sides or only on one, and its relation ?o the

TahU *7k~
'^""°' do better than quote irom the London

A !• ' XI "'
'"'S*"

°^ '^* Archdioces of Westminster, sub-
stituting Oa. ^r England : • 'The decr-e speaks only of can-

v«HH>C" ?u" ?''**''^
^'Cr""""S^" '

^^"^ >*' of the nullity or

nf rn7 "Vi V ^8^7?^"* of *»?« Catholic Church and in the sight

^lS*t J .• w
^"^''^ ^^^'''^' **'°"8^^ ^h« *^o« "ot acknowledge

that the State ha» tny right to determine what marriages shall

«f«rr?-"!l ^'tJ " *'''" "° P^"" **» '^'^•"?* *»^« <='vil law ofmarriage. Thereto » notwithstanding the recent decree, if two

f/'!fu °f
*"^ '! '*^'^ ''**'^** »8^'»'"»* ^^-^^e marrying there

hr?Jw^o*f r?'"*•"?" ** ^ "° "'^" impediment according tothe law of Ontario) r fc her in Ontario according to therequirements of Onu y. heir marriage is (and such



EXPLANATION
marrmg* will continue (o be), in Ontario law valid .nH ui^a-

r«.«:oi« civil m.rrii«. i. ,«„.„...*™ No pK« wiir.. ^m«to uparatecouplM united by the civil !•» (iJ..£l !! "'•'"P»
wl.h to ..p.r.te tliem. but only ,Th.vVthic«s!.r
th. holy .tit. of n,.trimooy in the"«», i.y ^JIhI brrl?'

""'
the ..cment. And ..condly, i^cnZlL ."oZ'ZltZVZseparate a couole so unitorf k. :- i:

',""""« ""empi to

under .he preeenfu;." "S". C.thJ.ic'ln 'L?;;r„t"Catholic woman according to the civil Uw unliA^JK t
°.""

can be held for non-support. Or leair ?f hi ..
*''''' ***

marry another woman. h7can bermprSfor blLmv {fh'^extra law do the agitator, ask? Do they wish to vIsHh. ^ **

offenders with capital punishment? The'ciTu law of Ontario w°th'regard to marriage IS untouched by the Ne T-m.r. wV .

•hall be It s communicants. We claim that if one of onr «,bers have the temerity to attempt to receive any sacrament I?"way contrary to the rules of the Church he shall nnf "
t

the Holy Table. She surely has the LhMo tell her cTl?'**how they shall receive the sacraments, and sLe a cftJr ''"

sacrament of Matrimony, she has the right to tell hi«^f ?

«r^r" "•""' "" ^•"°"'= «*-" -oe-ot'Urnizl hV.

.ho« wLi?rune:!i'uirt7h'"S?hiXc?:r.ci'':ho'r" "

E^land, where the Anglican Church is concerned: It »?« ^remembered that for over 300 years the Anglican Church heldthat It was contrary to Divine Law for . »..-.» f

.

Srur'th:?'?,!""';
"" "» An^lict' Church '^irgTstatChurch, thecml law also declared such unions invalid. But a few

j« nor,k^d* "'Horvera"?:t''^f'^Se"r'r ''-^P"'•^«
the more logical of ^k^X:"J^J:^^:Z ^^ h'o"^



EXPLANATION
even the powerful BritUh Government could change what they
had always held as Divine law, and so refused to rer jgnise the
validity of a nan's marriage with his deceased wife's sister. ThiT
result is that hundreds of Anglican ministers will not perform
such marriages, and do not hesitate to tell the contractors that
their marriage is invalid. I do not speak of the large number of
these ministers who refuse to re-marry couples, one of
whom has been divorced. But according ,to the state
law of England, a man has the right to marry his
deceased wife's sister, and the divorced man has the right
to take to himself a new spouse. However, we hear no
talk about this opposition to civil iaw on the part of a Church,
which being a state Church, should be expected to coincide with
the state law, if that should be expected of any church. It

might be well for the defenders of the civil law, who suddenly
become so zealous when the Catholic Church is concerned, to
first turn their attention to their own Church, especially the great
national Church of England. It will be time enough for them to
deal with the grand old Church of the ages when they have first

dealt with the national Church. But we are convinced that the
fair-minded man when he understands the position *>f the Angli-
can ministers in the above case, and when he has with an open
mind read the explanation of the Ne Temere, will not find himself
anxious to enter the ranks of the agitators for the purpose of
obtaining new legislation on the marriage question.

'*
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