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Che first conference on Confederation began in
arlottetown, Prince Edward Island.

Premiers reject federal proposals for constitutional reform

At their nineteenth annual conference in Regina, Saskatchewan, August 9-12, Canada’s
ten provincial premiers opposed major proposals of the Federal Government’s docu-

ment,

A Time for Action Towards the Renewal of the Canadian Federation announced

on June 12 (see Canada Weekly, dated June 28, Page 1).
The premiers issued the following communique on this subject on August 10:

For many Yyears, provincial govern-
ments have shown concern over consti-
tutional issues and have participated
actively in a large number of conferences
and discussions. As a result of provincial
initiatives and leadership, a great deal of
useful progress has been made in id.enti-
fying problems requiring constitutional
action, and achieving 2 greater unqer-
standing of their implications. Pre_mlers
agreed that the division of powers is the
key issue in constitutional reform, and
should be addressed in conjunction with

other matters.

Need endorsed :
1. The importance of constitutional dis-
cussions — The provinces endorse the
need for constitutional reform, to provide
the basis for all Canadians to achieve a
greater measure of economic and social
well-being and cultural fulfilment, anfi to
establish ~more harmonious relations
among governments.

2. First Ministers’ Conference on the
Constitution — The provincial govern-
ments therefore look forward to the forth-
coming First Ministers’ Conference on the
Constitution now scheduled for the end

of October.
They believe that the conference should

be open.

They believe, further, that the agenda
must accommodate all proposals, and
should be drawn up jointly by the Fed-
eral Government and the provinces.

The premiers accordingly have in-
structed ministers responsible for the Con-
stitution to continue preparatory work,
and to invite the federal Minister of State
for Federal-Provincial Relations to meet

with them. ;
3. Proposals — In the view of the pre-

miers, important proposals from all sour-
ces must be given careful and thorough
consideration in the constitutional review
process. Some of these proposals are:

. the consensus reached by the ten pro-
vincial premiers in October 1976;

. proposals made, or under preparation,
by or for federal or provincial govern-
ments, such as the report expected from
the Task Force on Canadian Unity, co-
chaired by Hon. Jean-Luc Pepin and Hon.
John Robarts;

. the Federal Government’s constitu-
tional amendment bill.

Provinces must all agree

4. The importance of agreement — The
premiers firmly believe that significant
constitutional reform should have the
concurrence of all governments, recog-
nizing the equality of status of all provin-
ces in the process.

It is doubtful whether the Federal
Government has the legal authority to
proceed unilaterally with proposed chan-
ges to the Senate and the role of the
monarchy. In any event, it would clearly
be wrong for them to undertake uni-
lateral action in those or other important
areas without provincial support.

Constitutional reform must be part of

a process that will improve the well-being
of all citizens and strengthen intergovern-
mental relations.
5. A comprehensive approach — It was
agreed that discussions on constitutional
reform cannot be compartmentalized into
artificial divisions. Institutional and juris-
dictional problems interact in such a way
that they must be considered together.

The premiers agreed that problems in-
volving the distribution of power between
the Federal Government and the provin-
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ces have been a major source of friction
and have a negative impact on the daily
lives of all Canadians. These problems de-
mand equal attention.

6. A realistic time-frame — A compre-
hensive review is unlikely to be success-
ful if arbitrary deadlines are imposed. A
fixed and rigid timetable is unrealistic
and does nothing to contribute to the
harmony and goodwill necessary to com-
plete a process of constitutional review.

The substance of constitutional reform

1. The consensus reached by premiers
in 1976 — Provinces agreed to advance,
again, the 1976 consensus, which has not
received an adequate response from the
Federal Government. That consensus con-
stitutes a useful starting point for discus-
sions with the Federal Government in
crucial areas involving the distribution of
powers, and represents a positive contri-
bution towards the resolution of signifi-
cant problems.

Quebec said that, while committed to
its option of sovereignty-association, it
could generally go along with the 1976
consensus and most of the other constitu-
tional points raised in Regina. Quebec
went on to state that this approach falls
within the mandate of the Quebec
government to reinforce provincial rights,
within the present system, and also illu-
strates some of the minimal changes re-
quired to make the federal system a
serious alternative in the forthcoming
Quebec referendum.

The 1976 consensus covered a number
of areas of concern: immigration; lan-
guage rights; resource taxation; the fed-
eral declaratory power; annual conference
of First Ministers; creation of new provin-
ces; culture; communications; Supreme
Court of Canada; the federal spending
power; regional disparities and equaliza-
tion.

2. Other areas of consensus — In addi-
tion, the premiers, in the course of their
discussion in Regina, have reached agree-
ment on a number of additional substan-
tive matters, on which federal views are
invited:

. abolition of the now obsolete federal
powers to reserve or disallow provincial
legislation;

. a clear limitation on the federal power
to implement treaties, so that it cannot
be used to invade areas of provincial
jurisdiction;

. the establishment of an appropriate
provincial jurisdiction with respect to

fisheries;

. confirmation and strengthening of pro-
vincial powers with respect to natural re-
sources;

. full and formal consultation with the
provinces in appointments to the Super-
jor, District and County Courts of the
provinces;

. appropriate provincial involvement in
appointments to the Supreme Court of
Canada.

3. Other subjects — Further, there was a
consensus that a number of additional
matters require early consideration:

. the federal emergency power;

. formal access of the provinces to the
field of indirect taxation;

. the federal residual power;

. amending formula and patriation;

. the delegation of legislative powers
between governments.

4. Elements of the constitutional
amendment bill — With regard to the
federal constitutional amendment bill,
premiers expressed a number of substan-
tive concerns, in addition to the points
noted previously.

Ultimate authority necessary

Provinces agree that the system of de-
mocratic parliamentary government re-
quires an ultimate authority to ensure its
responsible nature and to safeguard
against abuses of power. That ultimate
power must not be an instrument of the
federal Cabinet. The premiers, therefore,
oppose constitutional changes that substi-
tute for the Queen as ultimate authority,
a governor general whose appointment
and dismissal would be solely at the plea-
sure of the federal Cabinet.

The provinces regard the House of the
Federation, as proposed, as unworkable.

Some provinces support the principle
of constitutional entrenchment of basic
rights; while others believe that, under
our parliamentary system, individual
rights are better protected by basic con-
stitutional traditions and the ordinary
legislative process.

Provinces are concerned over Section 8
of the federal bill and its potential inter-
ference with important provincial legisla-
tion respecting land ownership and other
matters.

Some premiers noted that the pro-
posed language guarantees go substan-
tially beyond earlier proposals, and feel
that practical difficulties may be encoun-
tered in their provinces, particularly in
respect of provincial government ser-

vices and courts.

All premiers expressed grave concerft
that Section 109 of the British North
America Act, concerning provincial
ownership of natural resources, has not
been carried forward into the proposed
new constitution.

Premiers are concerned that Section
32 of the constitutional amendment bill
is an attempt by the Federal Govern
ment to acquire from the provinces juris
diction over offshore territories and 1€
sources.

Premiers feel that, if there is to be 2
preamble, it should be short, clear, and
precise. A statement of aims, if any,
would best be included in the preamble.

Premiers stressed that all these issues,
and others, will require careful and de-
tailed discussion with the Federal Govern-
ment.

Grain and oilseed outlook

Canadian wheat production is expected
to be about 20 million tonnes this year
just slightly more than last year’s harvest-
Agriculture Canada economists expect
the average price for Canada’s top grade
of wheat to be above $140 a tonné
higher in 1978-79 than it has been in the
last two years.

This year’s coarse grain production if
Canada is tentatively forecast at 21.1 mil-
lion tonnes, 5 percent below last years
total. With the expected carryover, total
supplies are expected to be up 2 per cent
at 28.3 million tonnes.

Prairie plantings of barley and oats ar®
down this year and corn production i
also projected to be about 4 percent
lower than it was last year. Ontario com
prices will closely parallel U.S. price
through the summer months.

World supplies of edible oils are €X*
pected to increase in 1978-79. Supplies of
high protein meal will remain unchangé
during the first eight months of the neW
crop year.

Since there will be little growth if
demand for edible oils during the coming
year and feeding of high protein meal wil
remain at last year’s volume, world edible
oil prices are expected to decline while
high protein meal prices will stay about
the same or decline slightly.

Canadian soybean prices may be about
$230 a tonne this autumn. Rapeseed prt
ces in Vancouver are expected to be
about $260 a tonne in 1978-79.

_
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Inuit back ban on whale hunting

Fisheries Minister Roméo LeBlanc an-
nounced recently that the hunting of
bowhead whales in Canadian waters had
been prohibited for 1978, following a
regulation adopted last year by the Inter-
national Whaling Commission (IWC), of
which Canada is a member.

‘The moratorium, which previously ap-
plied only to commercial whaling, has
t)}‘—en extended to cover aboriginal sub-
Sistence whaling as well, with the ex-
ception of the Alaskan bowhead stock,
for which a very low quota has been esta-
blished.

Commercial whaling for bowhead
Whales has been banned in Canada since
1952 but native people have been permit-
ted to carry on traditional whaling activi-
ties for their own use. Representatives of
the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada and the
Committee on Original Peoples Entitle-
ment have agreed not to harvest any bow-
head whales in 1978. The agreement will

be reviewed after the IWC’s 1978 annual
meeting,

——

Law of the sea conference meets in
New York

Secretary of State for External Affairs
Don Jamieson, with the assistance of
Justice and Transport Minister Otto Lang,
and Fisheries and Environment Minister
Roméo Leblanc, is leading the Canadian
delegation to the resumed seventh session
of the third UN Law of the Sea Confer-
ence in New York from August 21 to
S":Ptember 15. J. Alan Beesley, Canadian

gh Commissioner to Australia, is de-
Puty head of the delegation.

This short session is continuing the
Woﬂf begun in Geneva last spring and is a
Crucial stage to the drafting of a new
Convention of the oceans. The last session
Made significant progress, chiefly on the
qQuestion of seabed mining.

An improved text on the conservation
and catching of anadromous species of
ﬁSh.was accepted in Geneva. The previous
Session also appeared to be close to a
COmpromise on the question of the access
Of landlocked and geographically disad-
Vantaged states to surplus living resources
In the economic zones of the coastal
States, their regions and subregions. The
Participants acknowledge, however, that
the latter question is closely linked to
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that of the definition of the seaward edge
of the continental margin. Discussions, in
which progress was made in Geneva on
other questions, such as protection of the
marine environment, delimitation of
maritime boundaries and settlement of
disputes, are being continued in New
York.

Recent progress, in addition to the
results achieved in previous sessions
(12-mile territorial waters, 200-mile fish-
ing zone, special pollution control mea-
sures in the Arctic), will still have to be
set down in a universally-accepted con-
vention after the most difficult questions,
in particular the question of the system
of seabed mining, have been resolved.

Wood converted to heating oil

Researchers at the University of Saskat-
chewan have converted small quantities
of aspen poplar into a heavy black liquid
that resembles bunker C heating oil.

Professors R.L. Eager, J.M. Pepper and
J.F. Mathews of the department of che-
mistry and chemical engineering, suggest
that the liquid might be used as a sub-
stitute for bunker C if their efforts to
find an economically feasible method of
production are successful.

Dr. R.L. Eager of the University of Sas-
katchewan inserts a reactor containing
aspen poplar, water, carbon monoxide
and a catalyst into a holder which in turn
will be placed into a heavy-walled stain-
Jess steel vessel for heating.

_

In addition, a graduate student, Hus-
sein Zohdi, is doing a fundamental study
of the chemistry involved, since the re-
searchers have only limited knowledge of
the reactions that take place.

Complex chemistry

“The wood is radically changed in the
process and the basic chemistry is com-
plex. If we understood it better, we might
be able to improve the yield and quality
of the fuel,” they said.

At present, it has a heating value of up
to 15,000 BTUs per pound, compared
with between 8,000 and 9,000 for the
original wood and 18,500 for bunker C
heating oil. Bunker C, however, often
contains sulphur, which contributes to
pollution, whereas the liquid derived
from aspen has none.

The principal advantage, the resear-
chers say, is that aspen poplar is a renew-
able resource available in Western Canada
in abundance. Saskatchewan has enough
to allow 2.43 million tonnes to be har-
vested annually on a perpetual basis.
However, only 5 per cent of this is being
cut at present.

Furthermore, aspen’s genetic make-up
permits the development of fast growing
hybrids, which plant breeders say might
increase the annual yield by a factor of
five. In addition, aspen reproduces from
suckers, making it self-renewing.

The researchers state that other bio-
mass material like wheat straw and peat-
moss can be converted to a similar fuel.
Saskatchewan produces several million
tonnes of surplus straw annually that
could be used for this purpose.

EDC helps $2-billion deal

The Export Development Corporation
has approved loans, export credits and
surety insurance, as well as foreign invest-
ment guarantees, totalling $1.71 billion
to support prospective Canadian export
sales of $2 billion to 13 countries: Al-
geria, Bolivia, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, In-
dia, Iran, Nigeria, Mexico, Saudi Arabia,
Sweden, Singapore, the United States and
Yemen.

Of the total, $1.68 billion was ap-
proved for loans and insurance in support
of potential sales of $1.9 billion. The ex-
port sales that will result, if commercial
sales are finalized, will create or maintain
more than 70,400 man-years of employ-
ment in Canada and involve at least 130




suppliers across the country. Foreign in-
vestment guarantees approved for $45.97
million are expected to bring benefits of
$96.5 million to Canada.

The transactions involve such goods
and services as a lube oil plant, baby food
plants, agricultural machinery, a power
plant and power turbines, a radio trans-
mission station, a liquified natural gas
plant, mining and diamond drilling equip-
ment, electrical cable, a tire factory, tech-
nical and construction management ser-
vices, poultry breeding and egg pro-
duction facilities. Also involved are pre-
fabricated housing, buses, pre-packaged
meals, drilling and foundation con-
struction, a data processing system, a
papermaking machine, rescue vehicles,
engineering services and telecommunica-
tions system.

In addition are: an electrical engin-
eering project, pulp wood, fishery manage-
ment, pharmaceutical facilities and mi-
ning engineering, steel coils, a waterworks
project, bread machines, a computer
centre, pulp mill equipment, electronic
equipment and mining pumps.

Anniversary of the foundation of
Quebec City

A three-day celebration in Quebec City
recently, marked the three-hundred-and-
seventieth anniversary of the city’s found-
ation by Samuel de Champlain.

One of the highlights of the celebra-
tions was the premiére on July 3 of the
Concerto pour Héléene, a musical drama
by Claude Léveillée written in honour of
Héléne Boule, Champlain’s wife. The con-
certo was played by the Quebec Sym-
phony Orchestra with soloist Danielle
Licari and the Saint-Dominique Choir.
That day was also marked by speeches by
Premier René Lévesque of Quebec and
Mayor Jean Pelletier of Quebec City.
Cardinal Maurice Roy, Archbishop of
Quebec, officiated at a religious cere-
mony in the Place Royale, where Cham-
plain laid the original foundations of the
city.

Gift from France

Jean-Philippe Lecat, France’s Minister of
Culture and Communications, presented
Quebec City on behalf of the French
Government with ten pieces of artillery
for the recently restored Batterie Royale.
The ten cannon were cast recently in
France, using original designs, after

The Champlain Habitation: new archaeological discoveries

Following test cuts made by the Archaeological and Ethnological Service of the
Cultural Heritage Branch of the Quebec provincial government this spring in the
basement of Notre-Dame des Victoires, a church in Quebec City, new remains of
the second Champlain Habitation built in 1624 have been brought to light. The
walls discovered form an extension to those already uncovered during the excava-
tions of 1975-76 and 1977. These walls have been covered over again while the re-
sults of studies conducted on the preservation, development and future accessi-
bility of the second Champlain Habitation are awaited.

According to a statement from the Quebec Department of Cultural Affairs,
“the state of preservation of the walls is particularly remarkable; they have been
sheltered from the elements since the church was built in 1688”.

Archaeologists now have proof that the long side section of the second Cham-
plain Habitation extends into the basement of Notre-Dame des Victoires. While
test cuts were being made, a section of Champlain’s storehouse which was built in
1616, or perhaps 1608, was discovered.

The archaeologists believe it may be possible to locate the bases of the chim-
neys of the first Habitation which was built of wood in 1608.

During the course of excavations, various finds were made. These included pot-
sherds from Normandy and the region around Beauvais, brown stoneware, silver
and copper coins of 1593, 1629, 1640 and 1655, roofing tiles, musket balls, gun
flints from Berry, a significant quantity of discarded food bones, slates, fragments
of pottery and glass and personal objects.

e

France had looked in vain for guns dating
from the period. The mountings were
made in Quebec.

Canada’s Postmaster-General Gilles La-
montagne opened the Interpretation
Centre of the Parc de I’Artillerie in the
heart of the old city of Quebec. This park
was established in 1972 to commemorate
the military history of Quebec City. The
Interpretation Centre, designed by a team
from Parks Canada, makes extensive use

Notre-Dame des Victoires Church near

which many treasures have been uncovered.

of audiovisual techniques. Its presenta
tion revolves around three central themes
that recall the different periods of occu-
pation of the Parc de I’Artillerie: the con-
struction of the fortifications, the life of
the military in Quebec City and the first
Dominion Arsenal.

Some 144 Cajuns from Louisian2,
U.S.A., and many other Americans of
French stock, came from the U.S. to joit
in the festivities.

_
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Merrie England in Toronto

The aristocratic lifestyle of mediaeval
rural England can now be enjoyed in Can-
ada, thanks to an unusual and ambitious
venture by a British building company,
R. Durtnell & Sons Ltd. of Brasted, near
Westerham, in Kent, reports Canada-
United Kingdom Trade News, April
1978.

The company plans to sell a limited
number of genuine antique oak-framed
houses and barns for construction in
Canada.

: The first impressive example — a mas-

Sive 45-room mansion on a two-acre site
in Toronto — is now rising above the
banks of the River Don. The house, twin
oast roundels and garage block, which in-
Corporates staff quarters, has been de-
signed in the traditional English rural
style. The builders shipped two ancient
oak structures from England, one certi-
fied as dating from 1655, which form the
main structural frameworks of both the
house and the garage block.

Each beam, column, stud and rafter
was carefully treated, crated and re-
erected in a manner as faithful as possible
to t.he original style. The roof has genuine
antique hand-made clay tiles from Eng-
land, and genuine antique components
have been shipped wherever possible.

Grand scale
As an example of the blend of ancient
and modern techniques, the oak window
frames were made in England and shipped
to Canada, together with their handmade
double glazed leaded light windows.
There are nine bedrooms, six bath-
rooms, including a small suite in the rear
oast tower which is accessible only by its
OWn staircase, a ballroom, a billiards
room, a wine cellar, a sauna and athletic
area, several games rooms and a tennis
court (floodlit) near the garage block.
The main driveway, with anti-frost
underground heating, also boasts hand-
made English wrought iron gates and
leads to the cobbled front courtyard.

Traditional finish
Before shipment, the builders carefully
Surveyed each building, labelling each
piece of oak for later reference. Each
member was then examined and any ne-
cessary repairs or replacements carried
out, always with oak of like age.

The complete oak structures were then
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Twin oast towers (centre), once used for drying
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hops to make beer in England, now

occupy a prominent position on Toronto suburban property.

treated with methyl bromide to comply
with Canadian import requirements be-
fore finally being treated with preser-
vative. The finish of the structural oak
timbers is unsawn Or hewn, as is tradi-
tional in English country houses of the
sixteenth century.

The oast towers, which were used long
ago for the drying of hops for ale making,
have been widely converted for domestic
use. The cowls on the towers are working
examples, imported from England. At
harvest time in Kent fresh hops were

piled three or four feet deep on the upper
slatted floor of the oast over a slow
burning charcoal fire. The traditional
cowl or chimney on the conical roof re-
volved to leeward to keep out the ele-
ments and after several days, the dried
hops were collected and used to give
British beer its particular taste.

As most old buildings in Britain are
under strict preservation orders, only a
few buildings like the Toronto mansion
can be shipped abroad — or disturbed in
any way.

Home information system

Bell Canada of Montreal, Southam Press
Ltd. and Torstar Corporation, both of
Toronto, are co-operating in a pilot
demonstration of a home information
system, which, through existing tele-
phone lines, can provide information
from a central computer at the viewer’s
call.

The project will use technology pro-
vided by Bell-Northern Research Ltd.

The system, of a type known generally
as Videotex, will be installed in a demon-
stration early next year. It will be limited
to a connection between a terminal con-
sisting of a home television set, a key pad
similar to that of a typewriter and a
computer. A spokesman for Bell Canada
said the demonstration would be used to
conduct a larger market study in 1980, in
which systems may be connected to
selected home users.

;———

Videotex allows a home or business

user to call and receive information from 1

a computer which types out the replies. |
The home television is connected so that
words or graphic information can be ‘
displayed on the screen.

Type of information
Southam and Torstar will provide the
information for use in the project. “One:
of our biggest problems is to decide what '
information people want,” the spokes-
man said. Among the possibilities are
weather and travel details. But subscribers
may eventually have access to a wide
range of news, entertainment, advertising
and other information.

The Federal Government’s Department
of Communications recently announced
the development of a new Videotex sys-

tem that would allow direct terminal-to-
terminal communication without the!
need of a central computer.
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Language skills for Quebec pilots

Transport Canada is trying to familiarize
pilots with bilingual terms and phrases in
air-to-ground communications in Quebec,
with information that is available to
members of flying schools, clubs and avia-
tion-related associations. An audio-visual
production has been prepared in co-
operation with the National Film Board
and the Department’s air-traffic services
branch, as well as a small phonetic En-
glish-French, French-English  lexicon
listing current air-traffic control vocabu-
lary and an associated cassette language
tape.

The slide presentation, recommended
for viewing by pilots using Visual Flight
Rules (VFR), portrays a mythical bilin-
gual airport in Quebec and demonstrates
the use of the phraseology. It also shows
an actual VFR flight from Kingston to
Quebec City.

While the French terminology de-
picted applies only to Quebec airports
authorized to provide bilingual service,
the English terms illustrate standard com-
munications required for safe and effi-
sient VFR operations across the country.

Oktoberfest celebrates tenth year

Ontario’s twin cities of Kitchener-
Waterloo will celebrate ten years of
genuiitlichkeit from October 6 to 14 with
the popular, annual Bavarian festival, K-W
Oktoberfest.

From a modest beginning in 1969,
K-W Oktoberfest now claims to be North
America’s biggest Bavarian Festival —
yoasting boistrous “Oompah” bands,
rearty German food, frothy steins and
special events — attracting more than
350,000 people every year. Many of them
nake their reservations for the following
sear before they leave.

Vain attractions
lust prior to the official opening, the
Jktoberfest Kinderkochfest (cooking
:ompetition) takes place October 4, fol-
owed by the Miss Oktoberfest Beauty
’ageant, with competitors from all over
North America, and the Labatts Oktober-
‘est Pro-Am Golf Tournament, October 5.
Other activities include the Bogens-
‘hutzenfest, an archery contest; an in-
loor speed-skating championship;a baton-
wirling championship; two golf tourna-

6

ments, and an equestrian competition.

On Sunday, October 8 a special
Oktoberfest Thanksgiving Polka Mass will
be celebrated with folk tunes familiar to
people of Croation, Slovak, Polish and
German origin.

Also planned are bicycle races, a dog
show for German Shepherds, an equest-
rian exhibition with musical ride, and an
art show.

On Thanksgiving Monday the massive
Oktoberfest Parade will feature, after
several years’ absence, the famous Pied
Piper of Hamelin.

All during the festival the 35-piece
Badenrube Band from West Germany will
perform at a variety of functions while
athletes, dancers, yodellers and choirs
compete for attention.

It started with a wedding
The Oktoberfest celebration was con-
ceived in 1810 when a Bavarian soldier,
Franz Baumgartner, suggested that horse
races be held in Munich, Bavaria to cele-
brate the wedding of Ludwig, 24-year-old
Crown Prince of Bavaria. The Prince
agreed, and the races were a great success,
prompting Baumgartner’s commanding
officer to suggest that the races become
an annual affair.

In 1811, agricultural exhibits were ad-
ded to the races, and Das Oktoberfest,
Bavaria’s national holiday, was born.

Police reserves in Manitoba

Natives will be doing their own policing
on seven reserves in southwestern Mani-
toba as a result of initiatives taken by the
Dakota-Ojibway Tribal Council. The
council chiefs focused on policing as an
area of mutual concern, deciding that
their policing services on the reserves
were not adequate.

“The chiefs sat down together and
decided what kind of program they
should have,” says Frank McKay, Chief
of the Dakota-Ojibway police force.
“They felt that policing by band con-
stables was not sufficient, that they
lacked equipment, and that salaries and
training were not adequate.

“Our program was developed by In-
dian leaders in southwestern Manitoba,”
Frank explains. “It is a well known fact
that white people who work for natives
bring their own ideas. They don’t give
Indian people a chance to express their
needs. This time we decided we weren’t

going to accept that. We put our own
ideas forward and got financial assistance
from the Government to put them into
action.”

How does the Dakota-Ojibway police
force differ from a regular one? “The
main difference is our emphasis on pre-
vention. Our constables will introduce
preventive programs on the reserves. We
feel we have more contact with the com-
munity, and we’re there as a friend, not
as an enforcer.

“Another difference is in the admin-
istration. We will be governed by a police
committee, made up of the seven chiefs
representing the reserves, and of delegates
from Indian Affairs, the RCMP, and the
Attorney General’s office of Manitoba.”

A ten-week training program, not un-
like the one for regular RCMP recruits,
has been developed for the Dakota-
Ojibway constables at RCMP training
depot in Regina. “In the training, we’re
trying to make the Indian constables
aware that they are going to have to focus
on problems in their community,” says
Corporal Al Aleksich, Human Relations
Instructor. “For example, it would be
ludicrous to suggest that people on reser-
ves start a block-parent program. Other
areas are much more important, such as
giving people an understanding of the
law.”

Al explains that “in family conflict
situations we are amazed at the way In-
dian constables apply theory to practice.
I don’t know if it’s because of personal
experience or something they’ve learned,
but over-all their skills are much better in
the diffusion of crisis situations. They
handle them calmly, open-handedly, and
non-aggressively. They also know when
it’s necessary to become harsh and they
know the limits.

“I think the Indian constable has a
more difficult role to play than the white
constable. He’s got to bridge the gap bet-
ween the Indian policeman and the white
policeman. We stress that it’s going to be
difficult, and the constables know that
before they leave here,” he continued.

Ten Dakota-Ojibway constables are
now working on the reserves in Manitoba,
getting the three-year pilot project under-
way. In the beginning, they will deal with
minor offences, while the RCMP acts as
back-up for more serious crimes. The plan
is a step towards a different approach to
native people and justice.

This article has been reprinted from
Liaison, May 1978.
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News of the arts

Manitoulin Island’s native art

painters whose activity marks a renais-
sance in native art. The latest show in the
ROM Ethnology Department’s series
“Contemporary Native Art of Canada” is
an exciting survey of artistic development
on Manitoulin Island.

The Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto
is presenting an exhibition of contempor-
ary art by the native people of Manitou-
lin Island until September 30.

Manitoulin Island, at the mouth of
Georgian Bay, is considered to be the
largest freshwater island in the world and
one of the most scenic areas of Canada.
Recent evidence suggests that man has
inhabited this island for 4,000 years.

The name “Manitoulin” is a derivation
of an Algonkian word meaning “Den of
Manitou”. “Manitou”, a great spirit of
power, made his home on the “Island of

bkt

Pine Tree Whips the Proud Birch with his
Branches (Francis Kagige )

bassige, Francis Kagige, Daphne Odjig
Beavon, Martin Panamick, John Laford,
Leland Bell, Don Ense, Angus Trudeau,
Melvin Madahbee, Lloyd Caibaiosai, Elea-
nor Kanasawe and Shirley Chechoo De-
bassige.
Traditional quill work on birchbark or :

beading on hide are on display, as well s~ Mother and Child (Daphne Odjig Beavon)
floral and animal motifs and archaic,
geometric patterns applied to birchbark
bO)’(I?l?e content, style and design de- Dance companies gather
veloped by the master craftsmen are
being explored and altered by the young

The Toronto Workshop Theatre will stage
a dance festival from September 19 to 22,
with 14 companies: Toronto Dance
Theatre, Danny Grossman, Les Ballets '
Jazz, Winnipeg Contemporary Dancers, |
Le Groupe Nouvel Aire, Paula Ross!
Dance Company, Entre Six, Judy Jarvis
Dance Company, Dancemakers, Regina
Modern Dance, Le Groupe de la Place
Royale, Ballet Ys, Anna Wyman, and
Halifax Dance Co-Op. Also featured will
be David Earle, Margo Dragu, The Paul ||
Mime Company, Fulcrum Contact Im-;1
provisation, and the National Tap Dance . |
Company. ‘
A Montreal show, entitled Octobre en || |
Danse, will take place at the Centaur \
Theatre and the Piano Nobile of Place des || |
Arts from October 11 to 21. In addition }
to several artists from the Toronto festi- || |
val will be soloists from the Royal Win- \
nipeg Ballet, the National Ballet of Can- l

L A

Nannabush and the Peace Pipe Ceremony
(Mel Madahbee)

the Inland Sea” (Lake Huron). According
to legend the island is “a place of spiritual
Tebirth — a place where there is power
and strength necessary for the rekindling
of fires”,

Manitoulin Island also appears to be a
centre for the modern native art move-
ment of the 1970s. Over 50 recent
pa‘?‘tings are on display at the ROM, the
Majority for the first time. The 14 native
a.mStS’ most of whom are in their Twen-
ties, explore myths, customs and the
evolving native consciousness. Several

ave already won international recog-
Nition and a place in permanent public

ada, Les Grands Ballets canadiens, Murray ||
Louis, Dina Davida, Iro Tembeck, Chris- il
tina Coleman, Danse Partout, Vincent

collections. : : :
The exhibition includes works by Dionne, Linda Rabin, Judy Marcuse, and
James Simon, Randy Trudeau, Blake De- Talking Bird (Blake Debassige) Marcel Barbeau.
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Beef prices

'Steer prices in Toronto will probably
|remain in the range of $62 to $65 a
‘hundredweight during July-September,
'says Agriculture Canada economist Gor-
ldon Pugh, who predicts some price
I strengthening, owing to reduced supply,
| during October-November. Good feeder
'steer calf prices at western markets
i should be about $70 a hundredweight.
However, prices in the balance of 1978
lare not expected to return to the levels
| rated in June.
Prices received by beef producers in
| the second quarter of 1978 surpassed all
records. Says Mr. Pugh: “The abruptness,
| the rapidity and the magnitude of these
recent price increases are surprising, es-
{ pecially in view of the rather modest re-
[ ductions in beef production and supplies
‘ which have occurred on a North Ameri-
‘can basis, particularly in the United
States.”
I Beef prices hit a record price of $72 a
‘ hundredweight for steers at Toronto this
I spring.
“Barring a major shortfall in cattle
‘slaughter over the next three to four
months, the softening of cattle prices
' which occurred in June is likely to con-
| tinue for the next three to four months,”
says Mr. Pugh.
(
| Lower than U.S. prices
i He expects that Canadian cattle slaughter
| rates will fall proportionately lower than
{ those in the U.S. because of heavy ex-
ports of feeder cattle during 1977-78. As
ta result, Canadian cattle prices will pro-
! bably remain higher than American prices.
1 U.S. live cattle imports are expected.
North American cattle numbers have
i been declining for three years, and there
* should be a sharper reduction in the num-
"ber of slaughter cattle on offer in the
» second half of 1978 compared to that in
. the first half.

- Canada Weekly is published by the Informa-
i tion Services Division, Department of External
. Affairs, Ottawa, K1A 0G2.
Material may be freely reprinted. A credit
\would be appreciated. Photo sources, if not
_shown, will be provided on request to (Mrs.)
Miki Sheldon, Editor.
Cette publication existe egalement en fran-
» cais sous le titre Hebdo Canada.
i Algunos niumeros de esta_ publicacion
aparecen también en espariol bajo el titulo
' Noticiario de Canada.

¢ 8 ISSN-0384-2312

News briefs

Dr. Robert Elgie has been appointed to
the Ontario provincial Cabinet as Minister
of Labour, replacing Dr. Bette Stephen-
son, who will assume responsibility for
education and colleges and universities.
It is the second time in eight months that
Premier William Davis has conducted a
major Cabinet shuffle. Seven ministers
have been given new portfolios.

The Export Development Corporation
and the Canadian Imperial Bank of Com-
merce have signed a $4.4-million loan
agreement with the Ministry of Agricul-
ture of Greece for the sale of two CL-215
waterbombers for use in fighting forest
fires. The sale, by Canadair Ltd., Mon-
treal, has generated 196 man-years of
employment at Canadair and four major
sub-suppliers in Canada and includes
spare parts and related equipment.

Ontario Treasurer Darcy McKeough
announced his resignation from politics
on August 16, after 15 years in the pro-
vincial legislature. The MPP for Kent West
cited personal reasons for his decision.
Former Minister of Natural Resources
Frank Miller has been sworn in as the new
Treasurer and Minister of Economic
Affairs.

Mobil Oil Canada Ltd. plans to begin
a $15-million, five-year project to test the
recovery of heavy oil at the Celtic field in
Saskatchewan.

Ontario Ombudsman Arthur Maloney
has announced his intention to resign on
October 9. He did not specifically state
the reasons for his decision, but said he
intended to return to practising law.

Seasonally-adjusted retail sales for June
were $5,782.4 million, an increase of 2.3
per cent from the $5,650.4 million recor-
ded in May. Sales were up in 21 of the 28
trade groups. Eight provinces reported
increased sales over May, ranging from
5.3 per cent for Ontario to 0.1 per cent
for Alberta; the only decreases were in
Prince Edward Island (-2.2 per cent) and
Manitoba (-0.3 per cent).Total retail trade
without seasonal adjustment reached
$6,271.5 million, up 17.0 percent over
the amount recorded in June 1977. Sales
increased in 27 of the 28 trade groups.
All provinces had increased sales over
business in June 1977, ranging from 24.3
per cent for Nova Scotia to 11.8 per cent
for Manitoba. Montreal sales rose 13.4
per cent; Toronto, 18.5 per cent; Winni-
peg, 10.4 per cent; and Vancouver, 22.5

per cent. Revised total retail trade, unad-
justed for seasonal influences, for May
was $5,971.4 million, an increase of 4.6
percent over the figure in May 1977.

Courses on Canadian history, compul-
sory for Ontario’s Grades Seven and Eight
students, will offer a new unit called
social reform this year, emphasizing the
development of trade unionism and
women’s suffrage as agents of social
change. Ontario’s Ministry of Education
has prepared a resource guide with sug-
gested topics and materials for classroom
discussion which labour organizations
hope will acquaint students with the role
played by unions in Canadian history.

Thanks to research by Agriculture Can-
ada, the first commercially produced
mechanized two-row burley tobacco cut-
ters in North America are being manufac-
tured in Tillsonburg, Ontario, this year.
(Burley tobacco differs from flue-cured
tobacco in that burley is harvested by
cutting the whole plant at the base.
Flue-cured tobacco is harvested leaf by
leaf.) Mechanical harvesting takes less
than 2.5 man hours a hectare — unlike the
20 man hours required for normal har-
vesting. The Tillsonburg company has a
production run of 30 machines underway
for the 1978 harvesting of the burley
tobacco, most of which is exported and
used in a blend with other tobaccos for
cigarettes and pipe tobacco.

The Federal Government and Alberta
have agreed not to increase the ratio of
natural gas to crude oil prices in central
Canada from the present 85 per cent. The
agreement, effective for one year from
August 1, 1978, results in a new whole-
sale price of natural gas at Toronto of $2
a million BTUs. Natural gas-pricing po-
licy will be reviewed jointly by the two
governments before the end of 1978.
Particular attention will be given to the
development of markets for Canadian gas
in eastern Canada to replace imported oil.

City children, many of whom have
never seen or touched a farm animal, have
discovered a farm in metropolitan Toron-
to that is designed just for them. A
renovated 1830 barn, a farmhouse in the
style of the mid-nineteenth century and a
small animal barn have been moved to the
site of a former zoo for the September
opening. Toronto’s parks department is
responsible for the new attraction, which
has elicited squeals of surprise and delight
from children amazed to discover that the
animals on the farm are alive.
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