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NEW YEM{—’I‘RE JUBILEE.

Among the various institutions of the Jews,
on their establishmen? in tne land of Canaan:
there ia none more remarkable, or more ex-
premive of a God who delighteth in merey,
than the inatitution of the year of Jubilee.
‘This occurred every filty years, twice overy
ceantury ; yet its benign influence was felt
through all the intervening period.

When the long looked for day artived, how
joyfally was it hailed! When the carly morn=
ing dawned, and the first glad notes of the
trumpet sounded throughaut the land, many a
heart awoke to joy and thank(ulucss, while the
voice of exaltation and the hymn of praise
blonded with the hallowed straine, for this
was the acceptable year of the Lord, peace
and goodwill was proclaimed to men. Now
the banished was restorcd, and the lost found.
Then might be scen the Jewish motherawatch-
ing, in cager expecctation, the return of some
loved une who had wandered from the paternal
roof, and dwelt a stranger in a strange land,
but who might now, with safety and confi-
dence, return to his father’a house. How
sweet to the puverty.stricken child of Abraham,
the sound of that trumpet, which was to re.
store him to indepcndence and the home of
his fathers.

It was a gathering for all who claimed one
parentagc and one heritage—a centre point
for all that was hallowed by association, or
endeared by early affection. Then it was a
time which peculiarly invited 1o acta of kind-
liness and considcration for the poor; when
the heart was open to the entrance of every
warm affection, alive to every tender sympa-
thy, and the hand ready for every liboral and
generous deed.

But all this joy and gladness was not like that
compared to the crackling of thurns, which blaze
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but for a hule and are rephcod by a deeper

darkness, It was to be mingled with feelings
not sad but serious. It was when met at the
great solemnity of the day of atonement, that
the first sound of the jubilee truinpet broke
upon their ears, while they were continually
reminded of their relation to God by these
words, © Thou shait fear thy God, for [ am the
Lord thy God.” If thero is any period among
ourselves, my dear children, which is antici~
pated with more than usual pleasure, and en-
tered upon with somewhat of a kindred joy, it
is the beginning of a new year. To youth,
peculiarly, it is a time of holidays and happy
days. Sct freo (rgm the usual restraints; the
aordinary routine of duties it is a {ime peculiarly
devoted to enjoyment, sacred to the warmest
intercourse of family affections, to the union
of the scattered members of a family, and to
the revival of all that is valued from carly as-
sociation. The very salutations with which
we are greeted, awaken new feelings of joy,
and seem like echoes from the trumpet of the
jubilee, Again the season of the opening year
speaks loudly to our feelings of kindness and
care for others, especially the poor ; those who
are destitute of the comforts that surround us,

It would, indeed, dear young rcaders, be a
happy new year to you, if, joined to every en.
joyment of this season, was some plan for good
to others. If every pleasure, every indulgence,
carried along with it some act of tenderness ;
if overy kindness received from those who
love you produced some benefit towards those
wh> can look for no token of a purent’s love.
Oh, think, while surrounded by those who
watch for your welfare and delight to give you
pleasurc, of the many homeless children for
whom the ncw. year brings no happiness;
whose wants arc daily unsupplied ; whoss
prospecta are dark and hopeless. 1f you can
dry the tears of some poos child, and send &

—
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smile to the wasted counitenance, your own
joy will be doubled, and you will know some-
thing of the fecling of the rejoicing Ieraclite,
when, in the year of jubilce, he fed the poor
of the land.

The year of jubilee was not to be passed in
idle and careless glee; in loud acclamations
of jov. It was to be a time of thought and
reflection. **I am the Lord thy God, who
hath brought thce out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.” It was to be a
timo of self-examination and resolution.  1f
thou wilt kecp my statutce, then thou shalt
dwell in the land in safety.” And ought not
this season to awaken similar reflections on
the way by which the Lord hath led us!
Can we say, the Lord hath really brought us
out of Egypt, out of bondage tv Sin and Satan,
and are we made free by the hlnod of Christ?
Have we truly ccased to scrve sin, and taken
on us the service of Jesus, * whose yoke is
easy and whoso burden is light 7 If so, you
have much cause to blcss the namo of the
Lord, who hath done great things fur you.

Take guod heed, then, to walk in the ways of
the Lord; it is in his paths alone there is
safety, Pray for new grace for a new year,
that in newness of life ye may scrve the Lord
your God. Your next New Yeur's Day may
be kept in heaven; and, if an entrance in
granted you there, it will be your unspeahable
gain.

But there are many, very many, who can.
not say they huve ceased Lo serve sin, but still
find their pleasure and delight in its service.

Dear children, stop and think ? Each New |
Year's Day is a stopping place for you to
think ; but another may not be granted you.
Many young ones, who last New Year’s Day
looked as bright and gladsome as you now
do, have gone to their account. Another year !
and your place may know you no more,
Turn, then, to Jesus ; seek him with your
whole heart : he 1s ready, waiting to recieve
you and make you his own. And oh! how
sweet it is to be a child ol Jesus! No joy can
compare with this—this is the jubilee of the
soul.

The White or Polar Bear.

As the lion may be said to be the lord
of the desert, in the torrid zone, so may
the white bear be called the monarch
of the North, prowling along the ice-
bound shores of Europe and Asia.

The white bear is a very powerful
animal, and, under certain circumstan-
ces, exhibits great ferocity ; Lut in this
latter quality, it is behind (he grisly
bear, which is more dreaded by the
North American Indians, than any
other animal of the country; it is as
large as the Polar bear, and so power-

ful, that it will dragaway the carcass of
a buffalo weighing a thousand pounds.

Most of the bear tribe in the North
seek some retreat during the winter, and
remain in a half torpid state until there-
turn of fine weather ; to this rule, how-
ever, the male white bear is an excep-
tion, the female alone burying herself
in some snowdrift. About March she
leaves her winter-houee, and leads forth
her two young ones, which have been
born during the time of her retreat.
The cubs are thes as large as a shop-
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heid’sdog. Ifperchance her offspring
are tired, they ascend the back of the
dam, where they ride secure either in
water or on shore.

The bears of Kamtschatka live chiefly
on fish, which they procure for them-
seives from the rivers, A few years
since, the fish became scarce. Embol-
dened by famine and consequent hun-
ger, the bears, instead of retiring to their
dens, wandered about and sometimes
entered villages.

On a certain occasion, one of them
finding the outer gate ofa house opeu,en-
teredin ; and the gate accidentally clos-
ed after hun. The woman of the house
had just placed a large tea kettle full of
boiling water in the court. Bruin smelt
of it, but it barnt his nise. Provoked
at the pain, he vented all his fury upon
the tea kettle. He folded his arms
round it, pressed it with his whale
strength against his breast to c.ush it;
but this, of course, only burnt him the
more. The horrible growling, whick
+he rage and pain forced from the poor
beast, now brought the neighbours to
the spot ; and Bruin, by a few shols,
was put out of his misery. To this day,
however, when any bady injures himselt
by his own violence, the people of the
village call him, Like “ the bear with the
tea kettle.

While the Cercase frigate, which
went out some years ago to make dis.
coveries toward the North Pole, was
locked in the ice, the man at the mast-
head gave natice, early onc morning,
that three bears were directing their
course toward the ship. They had no
doubt been invited by the scent of the
bLlubber of a sea-horse that the crew
had killed a few days befcre, which bad
been set ou fire, and was burning on the
ice at the time of their approach. They
proved to be a she.bearand her two
cubs ; but the cubs were nearly as
large as the dam. They ran eagerly
to the fire, and drew out of the flames
part of the flesh of the sea-horse that
remained unconsumed, and ate it vora.
ciously. The ciew threw great lumps
of the flesh of the sea-horse, which

they had still remaining, on the ice.
These the old bear fetched away sing-
ly, 1aid every lump before her cubs as
she brought it, and, dividing it, gave
to each a share, reserving for herself
but a small portion. Asshe was fetoh-
ing away the last piece, the sailors le.
velled their muskets at the cubs, and
shot them both dead ; and in her retreat
they wounded the dam, but not mortal-
ly. Tt would have drawn tears of pity
from any but the most unfeeling, to
have marked the affectionate conCern
expressed by this poor beast, in the last
moments of her expiring young.
Though she was herself dreadfully
wounded, and conld but just crawl to
the place where they lay, she carried
the lump of flesh she had fetched away,
as she had done others before, tore it in
pieces, and laid it before them ; and
when she saw that they refused to eat,
she laid her paws ficst upon one, and
then upon the other, and endeavored
to raise them up, all the while moan-
ing most piteously. When she found
she could not stir them, she went off,
and, when she had got to some distance,
looked back and moaned ; ard that not
availing her to entice them away, she
returned, and smelling round them, be-
gan to lick their wounds. She went
off a second time, as before ; and hav-
ing crawled a few paces, looked again
behind her, and for some time stood
moaning. But still her cubs not rising
to follow her, she returned to them
again, and with signs of inexpressible
fondness, went round pawing thero and
moaning. Finding,-at last, that they
were cold and lifeless, she raised her
head towards the chip and ultered a
growl of despair, which the crew re-
turned in a volley of musket balls. She
fell between her cubs, and died licking
their wounds.

The absence of parental affection
degrades a man or woman below the
brates. This, however, is bappily but
seldom manifested. Thelove of parents
to their children is commonly strong
and ardent, or children, the most needy
and helpless of creatures, wonld perish
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fectionate, then, ought children to be
to those who love them so tenderly
and constantly !

CORAL ISLANDS,

Many of our young friends have read
thmt some of the islands in the South
Seas have coral reefs rrund them, and
that eome of the islands themselves are
composed of coral. Several writers
have described tbemn. Dr. Mantell, in
his “ Wonders of Geology,” gives the
following beautiful abstract of their ob-
servations :—

¢ The coral banks are cverywhere
seen i different stages of progress;
some are bccome islands, but not yet
babitable ; otisers are above high water-
mark, but destitute of vegetation, while
many are overflowed with every return.
ing tide. When the polypi (the little liv-
ing snimals) of the corals at the bottom
ofthe ocean cease to live, their skeletons
stilladkere L0 each other, and the inter-
stices being gradually filled up with sand
and brokeu pieces of coral and shell,
washed in by the sea,a mass of rock is
atlength formed. Future racesofthese
animalcules spread out upon the rising
bank, andin their turn die, increasc, and
elevate this wonderful monumeut of
their existence.

¢ The reefs which raise themselves
above the level of the sea are usually of
a circular or oval form, and surrounded
by a deep and oftentimes unfathomable
ocean. In the centre of cach there is
generally a shallow lagoon, withstill wa-
ter, where the smaller and more delicate
kinds of zoophites find a tranquil abode,
where the stronger species live on the
outer margin of the isle, where the surf
dashes on them. When the reef is dry
at{ow water, the coral animals cease to
increase. A continuous mass of solid
stone is then seen, which is composed of
shells and echini with fragments of co-
rals, united by calcareous sand, produc-
ed by the pulverisation of the shells of
friable polyparia. Fragments of coral
limestone are thrown up by the waves,
thuse are cracked by the heat of the sun,
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washed to pieces by the surge, and Jrift-
ed on the reef. After this the calca.
reous mass is undisturbed, and offers to
the seeds of the creva, pandanas, and
other trees and plants, floated thither by
the waves, a soil on which they rapidly
grow, and overshadow the white daz-
zling surface. Trunks of trees, drified
by currents from other countries, find
here at length aresting.place,and bring
with them some small animals, as lizard:
and iusects. Even before the trees form
groves or forests, sca-birds nestle there ;
strayed land bird: find refuge in the
bushes; and at a still later period, man
takes possession of the newly-created
country. It is in this manner that the
Polynesian Archipelago has been form-
ed. The immediate foundations of the
islands are ancient coral reefs, and these
in all probability are based on the cones
ar craters of submarine volcanoes long
since extinet.”

On the south-west coast of Malabar
there is a chain of reefs and isjets 480
miles in length. On the east coast of
New Holland an unbroken reef of 350
miles long ; between that and New Gui-
neaa coral formation that extends up-.
wards of 700 miles. How vast! how
wonderful !

There is so much of the marvellous
and sublinie in the idea of the ereation of |
islands and continents by the ceascless|
labors of numberless myriads of living |
instruments, that we cannot be surpris.
ed that this subject has attracted the at-
tention ¢f one of the most elegant of our
modern poets. The following beautiful
extract is from the < Pelican Island” of
James Montgomery :— |
I saw the living pilc ascend ;

The mausolecum of its archilccts,

Still dying upwards as their labors closed ;
Slime the materials, but the slime was turmed
‘To adamant by their petrific touch.

Fruil were their francs, ephemeral their lives,
Their masonry impcrishable.  All

Lafe’s ncedful functions, food, exertion, rest,
By nice economy of Providence,

Woere overruled to carry on the process, ‘
Which out of water brought forth solid ruck. 1
Atom by atom, thus the mountain grew i
A coral island, stretching cast and west ;
Steep were the flanks, with precipices sharp,
Descending lo their base in occan gloom. |
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1l Chasms few and narrow and irregular

1 Formed harbors, safo at once and porilove —

Safe for defence, bt perilous to enter,

A sea lake shone amidst the fossil isle,

Reflecting in a ning its chiffs and caveras,

' With heaven itself scen like a luhe below.

1 Compared with this amazing edifice,

! Ruised by the weakcat creaturcs in existence,

,ﬁ What are the works of intellectnal inan,

| Hia temples, palaces, and sepulchres !

»* Duat in the balancc, atoms in the gale

! Compared with these achievements in the

fi decp :

i Were all the monumenta of olden time,

Lgypv's grey piles of hieroglyphic grandeur,

‘That hav;: survived the language which they
speak,

Preserving its dead embloms to the oyc

Yet hiding from the mind what these reveal;

Her pyramids would be mcre pinnacles,

Her giant statues, wrought from rocks of
granite,

But Euny ornaments for cuch a pile

As this stupendous mound of calacombs,

Fulled with dry mummies of the builder
worms.”

THE SUNDAY SCHOLAR.

A gentleman jumping from an omni-
bus in the City of New York, dropped
his pocket book, and had gone some
distance before he discovered its loss,
I then hastily returning, inquired of eve-
I'ry passeuger whom he met, if a pocket
: book had been seen ; finally meeting a
Ilittle gi-' of ten vears old, to whom he
made the sawe inquiry, she asked-—

* What kind of a pocket book 7

He described it—then ut folding her
apron, she said ¢ is this it ?”

¢ Yes, that is mine, come into this
store 'vith me.”

They entered ; he opened the book,
counted the notes and examined the
papers.

“They are all right,” said he, ¢ fif-
teen nows of a thousand dollars each ;
I might never have seen them again ;
take, then, my little girl, this note of a
thousand dollars, as a reward for your
honesty, and a lesson to me to be more
careful for the future.”

« No," said the girl, « I cannot take
it; I have been taught at Sunday
School not to keep what is not mine,
and wmy parents would not be pleased
il I took the note homet they might
suppose I had stolen it.” « Well, then,
show me where your parents live.”

E 3

The gir! took him to an humble tene-
ment in an obscure street, rude but
cleanly ; he informed the parents of the
case ; they told him their child had act-
ed correetly ; they were ¢ poor, it was
true : but their pastors had always toid
them not to eet their hearts on rich
gifts.”’—The gentleman told them they
must take it, and he was convinced they |i
would inake a good use of it, from the
principle they had professed.

The pious parents then blessed their
benefactor, for such he proved ; they
paid debts which had disturbed their
peace, and the benevolent giver gave
him employment in his occupation as a
carpenter, enabliug him to rear an in-
dustrious family in comparative happi-
ness.  This little gtrl is now the wife of
a respectable tradesman in New-York,
and has reason to rejoice that she wzs
born of pious parents, who had secured
their daughter’s happiness by sending
her to Sunday School.— Banner of the
Cross.

—

WHEN DOWN TO THE GARDEN.

When down tu the garden where rivulets flow,

sMong the roses and hlies I cheerfully go,

’Tis to talk with my Saviour whose fuotsteps
I hear,

And he wails to receive me, and welcome me
there.

0, well I remember his wonderful love,

And the rich wedding garment his tenderness
wove §

fIc has cover'd my soul, and I never will fear

In his heart.checring prescnce with joy to
appear.

He has spread me a banguct of fruits (rom
above,

And unfusld mea banner, the banner of love !

I have open'd my spikenard and sweet smel-
ling myreh

And the fragrance he loveth perfumes all the
air,

When under his shadow his fair one abides,

tlow kindly he frods her, how gently be
chidcs!

And, tenderly sweet as tho music above,

How freely he whispers of pardoning love !

This is my beloved, and this is my friend !

Ye daughters of Zion, he lovea to the end ;

When he comes to hia garden his steps you
may hear

And l;‘e waits to recoive you and welcome you
there.

.
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LINGS.

P

¢« Eastern Town.>?

The most common dwellings in the

eailicr ages of the world were tents.!

The simple halits of life which were
then more prevalent, and the climate of
the first settled pu.lions of the globe,
made these the most conveaient and

1 way, and has two or three aparuments;
and, in other instances, it consists only
Lof one or twe rooms, and often rises one
i story above the main house, The oleah
is used to entertain strangers; also, for
wardrobes and wagazines, or for places

comfortable dwellings ; and tents of]of retirement, repose, and meditation.
various sizes and shapes were furmed | There 1s an entrance to it from the street,
by setting poles in the ground, and!without going intothe house ; but there

stretching over them a coveringof cloth
or skin, which was fastened to stakes
by means of cords.

When the habits of mankind chang-
ed, and their pursuits fixed them tu one
spot, their dwellings were built with a
view to permanency, and we may sup-
pose that the science of building was
well understood at a very early period.
The skill required 1o build the ark, in-
dependentiy of inspired directions, must
'have been considerable. The attempt
jto build the tower of Babel would not
have been made by those who had only
a mere elementary knowledge of archi.
tectural principles.

To most of the eastern houses a
structure is attached calied oleak. It

lis also a communication with the gai-
lery of the house,when it is veeded.
[t is obscerved that the terrace of the
oleah afforded a much more 1etired
place for devotional exercises thau the
roof of the main house, which was lia-
ble to be occupicd at all times, and for
various purposes, by the whole family.

‘i'ie upper room, called the upper
chamber, is supposed by Jowett 1o have
resembled the upper room in modern
‘houses of the east.  He minutely de-
veribes a house in which he resided.

'The first or ground floor was appropri-

ated entirely to storing oil and other ar-
ticles ; the second floor was occupied
by the family for common daily use,
and the third fleor or loft was fited up

is sometimes built over the porch or gate-

for sncial meetings, &c,

™. ST = T e
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But the roof is one of the most im-
portant parts of an eastern house. We
ascend to it by a flight of steps, as al-
ready mentioned, which are entirely
unconnected with the interior of the
house. It is made nearly flat, allowing
only sufficient elevation to carry off the
water, and is surrounded by a parapet,
battlement, or balustrade, lest one should
beedlessly or unwittingly fall from it.
This was a matter of divine command.
A wall on the roof designates the limits
of contiguous houses, but it is so low,
that a whole range of buildings, and
even a street, may be passed over with-
out coming down. The roof is covered
with a kind of cement, which hardens
by exposure to weather, and forms a
clean, smooth, and very agreeable floor
or terrace. Sometunca clay, or earth
of some kind, sufficient for vegetation,
was used, and hence the frequent al-
lusion to grass upon the housetops;
and sometimes tiles or broad bl'icka
were used. The roof was a place of
repose, and of resort. It was aiso used
for drying linen and flax. Sometimes a
tent was spread to protect the sleeper
from the cold and damp of the night.
It was a place of conference and wor-
ship.

Chimneys were probably unknown,
though the word occurs, Hos. xin. 3.
What we call chimneys were not in-
vented till the fourteenth century. The
smoke of ancient houses escaped
through apertures in the wall.

The heart} was a furnace or portable
furnace, such as is still used in castern
countries.

The matenials for building were abun-
dant. Stone and brick, and the best
species of timber, for the strong and
heavy as well as the light and ornamen-
tal work, were casily obtained. Hewn
stone was often used, and marble of
'the richest vein and polish. Cedar was
used for wainscots and ceilings, which
were of carved panel- work, with mould-
“ings of gold, silver, or ivory. Perhaps
the profusion of ivory in them nay ac-
count for the expressions, 1 Kings xxii.
39. Ps, xtv.8. Amos iii. 15.

\Iany eastern houses are built with
mud walls, reeds, and rushes, and
sometimes only stakes plastered with
clay. Hence they were very mscum.,
and afforded a placg for
vermin, Such a house, built even on a i
rock above the reach of the periodizal
torrents of rain, is strikingly emble.na.
tical of weakness, fragility, and decay, I
hut when placed on the sand, and ex- ||
posed on ever; side to the rain, and |

|
|

wind, and floods, 1he folly of the builder!
is almost incredibi=. !

In addition to what we have before ||
said in treating of the oleak, it may be ||
remarked that the winter and summer ll
houses or parlours were constructed |
with particular reference to the sea.|
son. The summer houses were built '
partly under ground, and paved with
marble. The fountains which gush |
out in their courts, and the various '|
conirivances to exclude heat and secure
a current of frezh air, render them ex- !
ceedingly refreshing anid the torrldl
heats of summer. The winter houses
might have had accommodations corres. !
ponding to the season. :

We are told that it was customary;
among the Hebrews to dedicate the,
house when it was finished and ready ;| |
to be inhabited. The event was cele-!
brated with joy, and the divine blessing -,
and protection implored.—Bible ch. i
tionary.

i
ONLY ONE BRICK ON ANOTHER. |
i

Edwin was looking at a large build-
ing which they were putting up, _|uet('
opposite to his father’s honse. He|
watched the workmen from day to day, ,l
as they carried up the bricks and mor-
tar, and then placed them in their pro- !
per order. i

His father said to him ; “my son, |
you seem to be very much taken up |
with the bricklayers, pray what might |
you be tlnnlung about ? Havo Jyou any
notion of le 'uum" the trade ¥

“ Nov«ir,” said Edwin, smiling ; ¢ but,
[ was just thinking what a litde thing a|
brick i<, and yttlhatgrcat house i is bullt’
b) Ia)mg onc brick on another, ™ l
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“ Very true, iny son. Never forget it.
Just so it is in all great woiks. All your
learning is only one little lesson added
to another. Ifa man could walk all a-
round the world, it would be by puiting
one foot before the other.  Your whole
life will be made up of ouve little my-
ment after another. Drop added to
drop mskes the ocean.

“ Learn from this not to despise lit-
tlethings. Learn also not to be discou-
raged by great labors.  The greatest la-
bor becomes easy, if divided into parts.
You could not jump over a mountain,
but step by step takes vou to the other
side. Do not fear, therefore, to attempt
great things. Always remember that
the whole of yonder edifice is only
oue brick on auother.”

THE TREE THAT NEVER FADES.

¢t Mary,"” said George, ““ next summer
I will uot bave a garden.  Our pretty
tree is dying, and I won’t love another
tree as long as T live. Iwillhavea bird
next summer, and that will siay all
winter. ”

“George, don’t you remember my
beautiful canary bird, and it died in the
middle of the suminer, and we planted
bright flowers in the ground where we
buried it? My bird dif not live as
long as the tree.”’

“Well, I don’t sce we can love any-
thing. Little brother dicd before the
hird, and Iloved Inm better than any
bird, ortree, or flover. Oh, I wish we
could have somcthing to love that
wouldo’t die.”

“George, let us go intothe house. |
don’t waut to look at our trce any
longer.”

The day passed. During the school
hours, George and Mary had alinost for-
gotten that their tree was dying ; but at
evening a8 they drew their chairs to the
table where their mother was sitting
and began toarrange the sceds they had
Leen from day to day gathering, the re-
membrance of the tree cam upon them.

“ Mother,” said Mary, “ you may
give these seeds to couzin Johu ; I never
want another garden.”

¢ Ye+, ”” added George, pushing the
papers in which he had carcfully folded
them, toward Lis mother, ¢ you may!
give them all away. If I could find,
some sceds of a tree that would ueveri
fade, I should love to have a garden.,
I wouder if there ever was such a gar-
den, mother #”

“Yes, George, [ have read of a gar-
den where the wrees never die. ”

“ A real garden, mother ¥7

“Yes, my son.  lu the middle of the
garden, I have been told, there runs a
pure tiver of water, clear as erystai,
and on each side of the river is the free
of life,—a trce that never fades. That
garden is hcaven.  Thire you may love
aud love forever. There will be no
death—no fading there. Letyour trea-
sure be in the tree of hie, and you will
have something to which your young
hearts can cling, without fear, without
dizappuintment. Love the Saviour here,
and he will prepare you to dwell in
those gieei pastures, and beside those
still waters.”

—_—

THE ACCURICY OF THE BIBLE.

Aun astonishing featurc ot the word
of God is, that notwithstanding the time
at which its compositions were written,
and the multitudes of topies to which it
alludes, there is not one physical error,
not one assertion or allusion disproved
by the progress of modern scienee
None of those mistakes which the sei-
ence of cach succeeding age discovered
in the books of 1he preceding age ;
above all, none of those absurdities
which modern astronomy indicates, in
such great nunmihers, in the writings of ;
the ancicnts, in their ~acred endes, in
their philosophy, and even in the finest
pages of the fathers of the Church ; not
onc of these errors is to be found in any
part of the Bible. Nothing there will
ever coutradict that which, after so ma.
ny ages, the investiganons of the learn-
ed world have been abie t« reseal to us
on the state «f our globe, or on that of
the heavens.

Peruse the Seriptures from one end

to the other with care, and no such error
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will be discovered ; and, while conduct-
ing this examination, let it be remem-
bered that it is a book which speaks of
everything ; which describes nature;
which recites its creation ; which tells
us of the waters, of the atmosphere, of
the mountains, of the animals, and of
the plants. It is abook which teaches
the first revolutions of the world, and
which also foretells its Jast. It recounts
them in the circumstantial language of
bistory ; it extols them in the sublimest
straios of poetry ; and it chants themin
the charms of glowing song. It isa
book which is full of oriental rapture,
elevation, variety and boluness. f:isa
book which speaks of the heavenly and
invisible world, whileit also speaks of
the earth and things visible. Itis a
book which nearly fifty writers, of eve-
ry degree of eultivation, of every state,
of every condition, and living through
the courseoffifteen hundred years, have
contributed to make. It is a book

in the sands of Arabia, and in the de-
serts of Judea ; in the court of the tem-
ple of the Jews, in the music schools of
the prophets of Bethel and Jericho, in
the sumptuous palaces of Babylon, and
on the idolatrous banks of Chebar ;
and, finally, in the centre of the western
civilization, in the midst of the Jeuws
and their ignorance, in the midst of
polytheism and its idols, in the bosom
of pantheism and its sad plulosopiy.
It is a book whose first writer had been
forty years a pupil of the magicians of
Egypt, who maintained the doetrine
+hat the sun, the stars, and the elemen:s,
wxere endowed with intelligence ; that
th.2y reacted on the clements, and go-
verned the world by an influence ever
going forth from them. It isa bock
whose first writer preceded by maore
than nine hundred years the most an-
cient philosophers of Greece and Asia;
who lived long before Thales, and Py-
thagoras, and Zaleucus, and Xenophon,
and Confucius. It is a book which
carries its narratives even to the hier-
archies of augels, even to the most dis-
tant epochs of the future, and the glo-

rious scenes of the last day. Search

arong its fifty anthors, its sixty-six
books, its nearly twelve hundred chap-
ters, its almost thirty-two thousand
verses, scarch for only one of the thou-
sand errors which the ancients or the
moderns commiited when they speak of
the heavens or of the earth, of their
revhlutions, or of their elements ;
search, bat you will find none.—From
the German of Guussen.

AN UNUSUAL ucCURRENCE.

A friend has stated to us the follow-
ing circumstances, which will doubtless
be read with attention :—

A boy, elexen years old, recently died
in this city from the bite of a maaq cat.
For a whole year after being bitten, he
suffered little or no pain from the
wornl. At the end of a year it began
ty inflame, and he became very sick.
He suffercdexceedingly, and as is usu-
al in such cases, could not bear the
pouring of any water or coffee in the
room where he was. i

He was a Sunday—school scholar,
and iu his affliction many pious friends
called to see him.  Our informant was
among the number. He found the lad
much resigned to the will of God. He
asked, ¢ Is there pain in heaven?’> On
being told ¢ No,” he said, I am glad
of it, for I am going there. Jesus ap-
peared to me last night, and told me he
should take me to heaven, and that 1
~hould die at five o’clock to-marrow, P.
M.” llc lamented that he had done
two very wrong things—he had once
wrongod another boy out of a cent,
and he had sworn or used profane lan.
guage; but he trusted that the Saviour
had forgiven him.

He then seemced much concerned for
his brother Jacob. He said, ¢ What
must [ do for J., he is a bad boy 7
He then rose and went to Jacob's bed,
awoke him out of sleep, and talked to
him about his sius, entreating himto be
good, to honor his parents, to go to
Sunday school, and to repentand seek
the Lotd.  He then koecled down and
prayed fervently for his brother.

Although his friends feared that he
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would linger in bodily agony several
days longer, yet at the very time he
bad mentioned he exclaimed, ¢ Jesus
and the bright angels are coming agaiu
to take me.” He then caimly folded
his hands, and fell asleep in death.—
8. 8. Advocate.

LAURA BRIDGMAN.

Laora Bridgman iz a blind ginl, whoe
lives at Boston, Mass.  Puor little git)
——quite blind! She has neverseen the
beautiful sun, nor the sea, nor anything
intheworld. How thendoesshe know
anything about it ? Did her kind mo-
ther tell her about it all ? No,—for

 the girl is deaf, she cannot hear a sound.

No word has ever reached her ear.
And as she is blind aud deaf, she is
dumb too.—~Deaf, dumb, and blind !
And her sense of smell is su imperfeet,

that the sweet scent of flowers gives her
no pleasure. Poor Laura Bridgman !
did ever any one receive fewer gifts
from God thanshe! Aund yet the one
gense that she has left her, the sense of
feeling, was a precious gift, and that
sense was exercised and trained, and
she was taught to read frum a wooden
alphabet, representing victures of
things in the raised wood, which she
felt at her finger’s ends, and understood,
just as you would understand colored
pictures when you saw them. Thus
Laura Bridgman, though deaf, dumb,
and blind, was not left to grow up as
one of the lower animals, without feel-
ing, or understanding or thought. She
had a soul within her, and that soul
was educated, and she comprehended
that it was Goa who made her, and
that he loved her, and took care of her,
and made her happy ; and her heart
loved God, and she was happy in him.

Now, among other things that she
learned by the aid of'those wooden pic-
tures, was this: that the poor Irish chil-
dren were starving ; she learned the his-
tory of their extreme misery—how they
waundered about crying for bread, and
at last, weary and heart-broken, lay
down to die. Thesightless eyes of the
blind girl were filled with tears for the

frish children. But what could she do
to help them ? Perhaps some of my,
young readers, with all their gifis and’
abilities, with their clear—sighted eyes,
and their quick-hearing ears, and their
little talkative tongues, never stopped
to ask,  What cau I do for such poor
children ?>  Perhaps they were asked
to help them, and they said, * I cannot
do anything.” Did Laura Bridgman—
blind, deaf, and dumb Laura Bridgman
—say she could not do anything? No;
she said, “ [ can do something, and 1
wilidoit.” Anrd shesat down to work,
andday after night, and night after day,
she plied her needle, and at lasishe had
finished a beautiful piece of embroide-
ry, which was sold to the merchants,
and the money that was paid for it pro-
cured a barrel o) flour, and the barrel
of flour was sent to the starving Irish,
as Laora Bridgman’s offering to their
poverty and woe.

Dear children, how much better off
vou are than the poor blind ginl ! How
many talents have yvou received from
Gad I Ave you using your five talents
as well as she used her solitary one ?
Never—never turn away from the dis-
tressthat calls upon you forhelp. When:!
vou are temptcd to say, idly and cave-
lessly, “ T can do nothing,” tlink of
Laura Bridgman and her barrel of
tlour.—Missionary Kepository.

THERE'S BEAUTY EVERY WHERE.

There's beauty in the washing wave,
When the storm is raging high -

‘There’s beauty in the quiet stream
As it gently glideth by.

There’s beauty in the cloudless night
When stars are shinin,, clear,

Or darkness shuts them {rom the sight—
There’s beauty every where.

There's beauty when the morning dawns
And gives to carth her light,

And when the fading sun prociaims
Tke slow approach of night.

There's beauty in the verdant lawn
When buds their blushes wcar,

And when the ‘ice.king holds his court,
There's beauty every where.

's beauty when the Christian knecls

In humble prayer to heaven—

W hen o'er his soul hope sweetly steals,
And tells of ains forgiven
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OBITUARY.

Sarah Ann Cowan, who died in October
last, aged thirteen ycass, had been a member
of the Second Presbytcrian Church Sabbath
School, Huntingdon, for several years.  She
was naturally a very quiet girl, and ever since
about the month of February last, her conduct
became more marked and exemplary. Abont
the date abovo given, she manifested great
concern for tho salvation of her soul, and has
since given good evidence that she * had
passed from death unto life,” that a work of
grace was indced begun in her heart.  She
united with the people of God in church-fel-
lowehip, a short timne since, and acted the
part of une far advanoed in the Divine hife.
She loved the Sabbath School, and the house
of God; and when at home, she would take
her little sisters away by themselves, and
kneel down with, and pray for them, and ex-
hort them to give their hearts to the Lord
Josus Christ.  What a dclightful example is
this of the power and love of the truth, and
how like the truc disciple of Jesus; he is not
contont with the cnjoyment of the sweects
which it yields in his own bosom, but gocs
out to seck to bring in others also.

Sarah Ann Cowan enjoyed good health till
within four days of her death; sudden call
this to one so young, who, of all others, might
reasonably hope for a continuance of days,
and one #0 useful, and who followed so closely
in the footsteps of her Divinc master—but God
does all things well, and though clouds and
darkness may surround him now, because
of our ignorance of him, and distance from
him, yet the time is at hand when all hjs
faithful followers will sce him ¢ face to face,”
Thus served the Lord, until the day of her
death, her whose short history we now sketch.
During her short sickness she suffcred great

ain, but no murmur or complaint escaped
ger lips. A short time previous to her death,
she was asked, if she was afraid to dic; o, if
she thuught it hard to be so afflicted 7 she
answered, * No; I would like to be with
Jesus— he has prepared a mansion for me in
heaven ; and though I am much pained now,
yet I deserve it all.”

On the morning of the day upon which she
breathed her last, she secmed a little better,
but the hope of her recovery, then awakened
on the part of her fricnds, was soon to be dis-
appointed—for, like the morning cloud, and
the early dew, it soon passed away; and the
last enemy advanced with terrible rapidity,
and at ten o’clock, her hap;:iy epirit winged its
way to Him whom she loved.

Teachers, is there no lesson here for you?
Do you, in tho discharge of your important
datics, rightly cstimate the shortness of time,
and the certainty of death ?  Scholars, do you
reflect as, Saboath after Sabbath, you listen to
the appeals of your faithful teacher, that cach
may be the lagt, and that you may not have

anovher opportenity of saying, * Lord, what
wilt thou have mo to do 1" you may be sud-
denly called away to give your account of the
deeds done in the body. And should not pa.
rents learn from this also, that no time is to be
lostin preparing the minds of their hittle ones
for that better country, where they shall hun-
ger no more, neither thirst any more, and
where the sun shall not light on them, nor any
heat.
A SapsaTi ScHooL TracugR.

Inour last we inclosed a memorandum of
the amcunts duc the Record ; but it has since
occurred to us that some might, from the
wording of the memorandum, regard it asa
discharge for the accounts instead of an inti--
mation of the amount due, as we intended it.

The following acknowledgements were
crowded out of our last number. It has not
hitherto been our practico to acknowlege in
the Record the donations to the London Reli-
gious ‘I'ract Society, cxcept thuso that might
come shortly after the conclusion of the An.
nual Report; we intend in futurc, however, to
do so in each number of the Record, as well
as all other monies comiing into our hands for
Sabbath School purposes, or any other object
sct. forth in this publication :—

Donations for London Religious Tract

Society :— .

Sabbath School Chatham, 1s 1d; Oak
Creck Sabbath School, per Mr Eddie, 3s 9d;
Beauharnois Presbyterian  Sabbath School,

per Mr Ross, 3s; Mr. Sickles, per Mr R D
Wadsworth, 2s 6d.

Monies received on account of 8. S. Record
since last {acknowledgment :—

Cobourg, A Jeffrey, Esq, £4; Durham,
Rachel Recd, Geo Elliott, Jno Wadleigh,
Lewmon Cross, Ezra Cross, Sarah Rceed, Jas
Reed, Philip Liyster, 1s each ; Ben Cross, 2s;
Russell, Ienry Kitchman, David Harrison,
Jas Keays, David M‘Harry, 1s each; Carle.
ton Place, A Stevenson, 8s; Dummer, A
Kidd, jr, 2s; St. Vincent, Wm Dyer, 1s8; 8t.
Andrews, A Loynachan, 1s; Merrickville, J
C Lumsdale, Thos Woods, Alex Woods, Ruth
Stone, Mrs Holden, Miss Porteous, Miss Jane
Welton, Wm Crowther, Mrs A Merrick, Is
cach; Easton's Corners, H Brown, 1s;
Montreal, W R Hibbard, 1s; John Master,
23rd Regt, 1s; A Dow, 1s; Buckingham, G
Eaton, O Larwell, sen, O Larwell, jr, Jas
Larwell, 1s each ; Embro, M Cody, 2s; Miss
Trenck, Miss L Tate, 1s each ; Princeton, G
Beamer, 58; Lachute, T Lockie, 18; Kilmar.
nock, J Telford, 8s; Guelph, R Thompeon,
14s; W Cowan, 1848-50, 2s 6d.

Mr. Wadsworth’s remittances in our next.




