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fT0 TFE EDITOR OF THE ;_mnqmasn.j .
WAKEFIELD, YORKSHIRE, 3d August, 1842,

M7 DEAR FRIEND.—It is some lime since you
heard from me, not because I have felt but little
interest in Canada, and your publicetion, but, be-
cause Constant travelling and speaking in behalf of
the Colanial Missionary Society leave me no time
for other engagements. Itis my work almost daily
to take a journey, hold a meelmg, answer numerous
letters from parties enquiring about Conada, and
caiigfation, and wait on !eadmg rembers of our
denomination, on benalf of our missions. :Any
course more exhaufsling 10'the mind and spirits,
can lierdly conceive of. Butif it in any degree
promote the evangelization of our Province, I shall
consitler the sacrifice that I am muhng, abundantly
recomperised.

I have already vmted some of the principal
Churches in London, as well as in the country.
Respcchnv the results of my intercourse with the
Churches, it is difficult for me to make an estimate.
1t has not been my business to make co!lecllons-l
hate had to produce an mierest in the reiigious
condition of the Colonies, and in the operation of
the Oolonial Missionary Society.  This has been
exhibited in most of the Churches v:sxtcd, in a
manaér quite unequivocal—in many cases in the
spontancous offers of donations ; in others, in
complaints that no collections had been made;
againy’in persons unasI\ed gaing out to collcct. sab-
scnphons, and in ol.hcr similar expressions of
awakenéd zeal. Jtis qulte evident that our Society
will become an olucct of connnderable publxc inte-
rest—but n. will previously be requisite that all our
British Churchcs should be visited by ministers from
the Colonies.

You will wish to know somewhat of the stule
of religion as it has been presentcd fo me in
my tour.  In speaking on this topic, I must first |n
mention, that the presentis a time of sore persecu-
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tion against our churches and people. By persecu-
tion, { mean nothing which could be remedied by
the uppllcal.on of existing laws, or the enactment
of new ones. I mean lfxc tyrunmcnl exercxse ol’
social mjluences to coerce co , and p
religious independence. ‘The poorer members of
our churches, (especially in the rural dxslncls) are
suffering, by exclusion from participation in the
charities of their parishes, by being ejected from
their cottages, and by a deprivation of employment.
Ths middling classes amongst our people, are pun=
ishied by exclusive dealing, and a refusal of every,
situation under the control (direct and md:rccl), of
the clergy a and anslocmcy. Our higher classes are
heldat a dlslunce by the neighbouring gentry, and
at the samie time occasionally ﬂ.xltered amf courted,
so far as to let them see what would be the : recep~
tion given them, weére they to become recusant
of prmmplc. Itis universally nsser!ed, that nothing
approuchmg to the present stale o(’ things was ever
felt befsre. The tendency of iti is to remove fromus
those who are not Congrcgauonallsls upon princis
ple, and then to bund together the whole body in 2
compact form, and 1o attract public attention and
respect for a cause so unfairly dealt with. Except-
ing in the cascs of a few of Our more worldly and
fashionable people, the results hitherto have been
harmless to our cause. The weaker churches still
maintain their ground, while throughout the body
attention to our dislinctive principles, and boldness
on thexr behallare evidently on the increase. Many,
too, are saying, *¢Itis now mam!’esl that o domi-
nant clergy never can beat real wlulc there are
any around them not sub,,er.t. to, then’ authority.”
My xmptesslop is, that the present, is nof a
time of greut reho'lous progress in any of thé de=
nominations of this countyy. Indeed, it seems 1o
me, that the characteristic of this time 1s the stag-
nancy and inaction of the public mind. On almost
cvery subject, this is the case—therg are noimproves




130

ments going (orward, no enterprises that dwaken
interest ars proposed—universal indifference, per-
haps repose, certainly inaction is exhibited. Some
persons of intelligence ascribe this to an exhaustion
consequent upon the oxcitement of the last ten or
twelve yoars—others, to despondency, resulting
from the failure of all efforts to improve the physi-
cal condition of the people—others, again, to the
absence of any great object of public importance,
and hence the dissipation of the general attention
amongst small matters. I am not wise enough to
be cble to decide upon tue question. Certain it is,
that there is in progress a re-casting of the public
mind, both as to politics and religion,

The darkest time in the ancient Church, just pre-
teded Christ's coming—the height of corruption in
the Church of Rome just preceded the Reformation
—and we may hope that the present gloominess in
the churches of this land, is ta be followed by some
movement by which the complete recovery of our
race will be brought much nearer. It is very de-
lightful to see amidst unexampled commercial
distress, that the cause of missions is sustained.
Many christians have this year, greatly increased
their contributions, that the deficiencies existing in
other quarters may be supplied.  Another circum-
stance, very encouraging, is the superior character
and tslents of many of the younger ministers of our
churches. My five years® absence from this country
have enabled me to perceive a great change in the
persons, and great improvement in the qualifications
ofthe ministry. Then, again, the absence of strange
doctrines from our churches, their peaceableness,
their unity—all indicate the presence of the Shep-
herd and Bishop of souls, and favor a hope that he
will shew us greater things than those, with which
we have been blessed. Should Pusepism spread, it
will devolve on the Independent and Baptist
churches in England to fight over again the battle
of the Reformation—but T confidently hope that
they have before them a mission muck happier than
that one, connccted with the spread, rather than the
preservalion of the light of life.

I hove exhausted the time to be devoted to my
pen, and bave to subscribe myself, hastily,

Your fellow-laborer in the Gospel,

J. ROAF.

FRENCH CANADIAN MISSION.

GeNTLEMEN,—In the Harbinger for May, I com-
municated certain facts relative to the French Ca-
nadian Missionary Society. The simple design was
to state the objects, principles, and mode of opera-
tion which had been adopted, and to prepossess
your veaders in favour of the Society, by consinc-
ing them that it was not a scctarian movement, nor
an uncharitable attack upon papists. Neither is jt
a wild scheme, a hopcless undertaking. To evan-
gelize the French Canadians, will require time~ig
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will require men and means, and in greaterforee
than are now possessed, but if the work be of Ged,
as undoubtedly it is, it will neither come to nought,
nor ba overthrown by the adversaries. Blessed be
God, the long delayed sorlk is at length undertaken,
a beginning has been made, destined, we believe, to
issue in the conversion of a great multitude unto
the Lord.

The impulse which originated this Society, sprung
from two proximate couses. These were the Scrip-
ture Mission at Grand Ligne, and the labors of Mr,
P. V. Hibbard, as Bible distributor. This Mission
at Grande Ligne de 1’Acadie is probably known in
a measure to all your readers. And, as I propose at
some future day, with your permission,to devote an
article to its history, it way be sufficient to say
that it is firmly established, that it is sustained,
and that it is at once a most interesting and most
useful Mission.

Here the first organized attempt to evangelize
our French population, was made, and the resclu-
tion with which the attempt was persevered in,
together with the demonstrated suitableness of the
means to the end, prompted in no small degree to
the formation of this Society, which employs the
same means, and is favoured with colporteurs of the
same heavenly spirit.

Mr. Hibbard’s laborious efforts to circulate the
Scriptures, parlicularly the New Testament, in the
French districts, also prepared the way—first, by
directing attention to this field, and next by prepar-
ing the field itself. He found at times a welcome
reception, sometimes a rude repulse, but he was in-
strumental in arousing the French mind, in starting
inquiry as to the Romish faith, and in distributing a
large number of testaments among a people who had
never before seen the Gospel.

The British and Foreign Bible Society, for it was
this noble institution which sustained him, did a
great work for religion in this Province, when it
sent him into this field; and Mr. H. must have
enviable reflections as he looks back upon his labors
for the last few years,

In these two causes, we think this Society found
its origin, and certainly but for these, it would not
have found such an open door before it,

After its organisation, the first step taken, was to
send a deputation to Great Britain far funds, and to
the Continent for men. Rev. William Taylor, and
James Court, Esg., both of this City, were selected
and sent, and satisfactorily accomplished their ob-
ject. Tt was proper that the mother country should
be called upon for aid, and that il possible, perma-
nent annual assistance might be procured. It is
matter of encouragement and of deveut thankfuls
ness that there now existsin Great Britain Auxiliary
Committees, whose contributions form no small jtemn
of the Society’s revenue, and whose continued co-
operation is pledged. It was necessary to send to
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France and Switzerland for men, for it was essontial
that they should be men of warm piety, and whose
vernacular tongue was French,  Providentially, the
attempt kieve was ewinently successful, and at once
cighteen persons volunteered to come on this errand
of mercy. A portion only of these could be pro-
vided for, but those who came among us have
proved themselves the very men needed.

They arrived (five in aumber) in Octoher, 1840,
ond immediately commenced the work, “full of
faith and of the Holy Ghost.” They found the peo-
ple in many, many cases, debased by the grossest su-
perstitions, of which the following are oxamples s

In one case, they were told by the Canadians that
the priests could drive away grasshoppers from their
fields, and had done so. That upon one occasion,
¢ the flelds were full of these insects, and the priest
hed offered up o prayer, and next morning they
were all found dead, ¢ They also said that he had
the power of putting oyt the fire when a house was
in flames 3 and that therg was a house in Montreal
which was on fire, and the Bishop .went to it, and
having put e piece of cloth on a pole and offered
prayer, the fire was then extinguished.” On another
occasion, they were told, us the host waos carried to
arich man, that it was the good God. Said the
colporteury ©“ do you really believe that the good
God can be carricd about in a cart? God is a spirit,
and they that worship Him, must worship Him in
spitit and in truth.” € Oh! sir,” replied the woman
addressed, ‘it is our religion.”

On another occasion still, one of the colporteurs
says that he was astonished that those whom he was
addressing gazed continually athis feet. Ashe was
feaving, one of them whispered to him thathe should
show his left foot.

Upon that, a woman said that in the latter days
false prophets would come and that we were such,
that we were malignent spirits escaped from the
bottom of hell, and come to destroy their souls.
¢But, my dear hearers,” the priest had said to
them, ¢ would you know them, then when they visit
you, ask them to show their left foot, and they will
be found cloven like thase of a cow or sheep.
Those howeves, who have not their feet cloven, are
good people, and you can listen to them.>

¢ After this reply, I took off my shoe and stocking,
but ch! my dear brethren, itis impossible to describe
what passed in my heart, on viewing these poor
people crowding around me to look at my feet. I
immediately saw a great change in their counten-
ances, Their fear and prejudices dissppeared, and
1 had the joy of announcing the gospel to them.
They listened with much attention, and ¥ took ad-
vantage of the pest of falsehood respecting the
cloven foot, to show them that all the other things
he had said against us, were alike false.”

This is but & specimen of the prevailing ignorance
and superstition, and is 2 demonstration that Chris-
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tions in-this land should spara no effort to ameliorate
such a deplorable condition. Who will not do
somothing to remove such degradation
In your next, with your leave, I will give a suc-
cinet view of their labors up to the present time.
Yours sincerely,
A CatHorIc (NoT RoMAN.)

FROM THE REV. H. WILKES.
Harirax, Nova-Scoria, 234 JAugust, 1842,

My pEAR FRIEND.—QOn leaving you early this
moath, you requested me to note for you ¢ inci-
dents of travel” during my absence from home.
The promise I gave was somewhat rash, for not
only am I a poor writer of travels, but such is the
rapidity and clock-work regularity of movement per
steam packet, and rail rond, that the imagination
rather than the memory swould have to be taxed in
order to the production of a series of ¢ incidents.*
Yet conscience reminds me that you have my
promise, therefore meagre as it is in thoughts or in
facts, I must opcn my note book.

Wo parted at Laprairie on the 8th instant, you
to return to qur silver roofed city, and X to proceed
to Albany and Baoston. As ¢ everybody” has
seen the rail-road from Laprairie to St. Johns’ I
will not inflict a description, nor would it be wise
in one jealous for the honor of Canada, to saya
word concerning the country through which it
passes, either as to the scenery or the style of agri-
culture there developed. St. Johns is en improving
place ;3 I imagine that few of our country towns
are growing faster, The increasing commercial
intercourse with the United States, introduces an
anglo saxon population, and they always improve &
place. Unless I mistake, you do not nced the infor-
mation that the steamboats on Lake Champlain,
are specitaens of what are not often found in this
world of ours—¢perfection.” I have not seen
their equal either in Great Britain or the United
States; it is true that is not saying very much,
though I have scen a considerable number; but
they appear, {rom all ¥ have learned, to bear away
the palm in general estimation—travellers generally
declare their superiority.

In the good steampacket ¢ Burlington,’’ then,
we left St Johns punctually atone o’clack ; and ere
many hours, found onrselves amongst the magnifi-
cent scenery of that portion of Lake Champlain
which is beyond the territory of the British domi-
nion. It is a remarkably fine sheet of water in
itself, but its points of beauty and grandeur are
greatly multiplicd by bold head-lands jutting out
into its bosom, by numerous islands, and by the
variety of mountainous aund gently sloping banks,
The villages and towns occupy admirably selected
spots, and though small, appear to flourish. I
walked about Burlington for negtly an hour. 1Its
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site 1s well chosen, but its beauty and comfort are
much augmented 3y rows of trees planted on both
sides many of the strcets; Why do net the found-
ers of new towns in Western Canada, imitate the
Amcricans in this poriicular 7 Few things add so
much to the beauty of a town, to say nothing of the
comfort of a shaded walk during our summer
months. Cobourg, Hamilton, Brantford, and some
other places 1 could mention, might be very much
improved by this arrangement. But as few of their
inhabitants will see my remarks, or care for my
opinion on matters of taste, I pass on,

Five oclock next morning, found us alongside
the wharf at Whitehall. This isnot a pretty place,
though the scenery around it is wild ; but rugged as
is its sitey it bears cvidence of the power of the
¢ voluntary principle,” in the support of religion,
for there are three or four Churches, very neat and
commodious, erccted for the accommodation of the
several denominations of professing Chrislians. We
proceeded by mail atage, and passed through some
Dutch named places, such as Schylerville, &e.
The country becomes richer as one proceeds, southe
ward, untit approanching Troy, it is beautiful,
Indeed, after passing Sandyhill, where we are in-
troduced to the river Hudson, the ride is very fine,
the river being generally o part of the scenery.
‘There was one drawback on the present occasion,
we had more than enough of water in the land-
scape—it poured incessantly frum the clouds.

Troy is another of the towns which is beautified
by rows of trees in the streets; but without stop-
ping to .admire them or its well built houses, or its
fountalns of water, or its enterprize, or its schools,
and generalcharacter for sobriety, intelligence, and
aboye ali, religion, all of which might be dilated
upon, I passed’ on to Albany. The rond is the
finest 1 have scen out of England. The arsenalat
West Troy, would, E should think, repay a visit;
but we cannot stop, and passing the mansion of the
Patrdon, entered Albany. Troy is modern— Albany
is ancient; that is, for the new world. It is an old
foshioned looking place—has a Kunickerbocker
aspect, but, withal, possesses what is substantial in
wealth and mental power, nor is it belind in the
efficiency of its Churches. The Hudson is crassed
and ths railroad car becomes our convcyance.
These cars are very social in their arrangements..
Imagine a tong ark, on some four pairs of wheels,
with seats arranged as two cheirs on either side, an
gisle in the middle, and the chairs so constructed
that ther backs can be changed, and thus four per-
sons can sit together as in a parlor and chat ; and,
morsover, if very socially inclined, one can pass

from one part of said ark to another, holding con~ | jsm, 100, is manifcstly going dowe.
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agree with him.  The road is through a somesrhat
romantic country at first, hnving been mado by
blasting the rock, and forcing through the rocky
ridges by which the scenery is characterized. I say
nothing of the Churches, &e, lo which, in his letter
recently published, Mr. Roaf alludes, except to in-
timate my concurrence with his views, in regard to
the principle their existonce develops. We remained
anhour and a hall at West Springlield.  This is 2
gem of a country tewn, and really beautiful, 2 full
use being made of trees on its strect and roads.
Here are elegont Churches, and beautiful dwellings,
placed, not in stiff’ terraces on the side of the hill
which overlooks the business part of the village,
but arranged according to the taste of each propri-
etor, and having the little flower pot and garden
attached. 1 wish the people would look a little less
of the money making attributes of character, and
aspect of countenance; this element rather mars
the rural beauty of the scene. But railroad cone
veyances do not stop for moralizing, and therefore
I must stifl onwvard.  Worcester was passed, and
its Lunatic Asylum, or, as called there, its ¢ Insane
Hospital” attracted one’s gaze, and securcd one’s
admiration. It is a noble building, and, ¥ am toid,
the Institution is admirably conducted. They who
project and establish puch refuges for the sad vic~
lims of the worst {form of disease to which our na.
turg can be exposed—a disesse which prostrates the
powers of the immortal spirit, truly deserves well
of their species. When shall we have something
equivalent at Montreal?  Surely we have bene-
volence and enterprize enough! Who will lead in
the great endeavour 2

And now we draw near the sea, and the old
battle ground of the American Revolution appears
in view. e cross the salt-water marshes by
which Boston is half surrounded, and enter that
Anglo-Ameriean city. I walked out from my
hotel after tea, in the midst of fog, (20 strange to an
inhabitant of clear bright Canada,) and soon wan,
dered to the front of a Church, in the basement story
of which I saw lights. Entering, I found about twenty
persons, all males, engaged in a meeting, which
I soon ascertained to be a fellowship or conference
meeling. Here were members of the Congrega-
tional Church engaged in prayer and exhortation,
endeavouring ¢ to stir up each others pure minds
by svay of remembrance.’® 1 was much interested
by their briel and appropriate remarks, A4 ) past
9, the mecting closed. This was the Park street
C.urch, Boston.  $Vhat noble edifices, and what
enlightened spiritual Churches appear amongst our
'Congreg’uﬁonal brethren in that cty! Unitarian-
But my sheet

fercnce with the occupant of any chair.  Brother | ;4 full, and you must hear from me again.

Roal says, that this js beiter than the corner-seek-
ing of the old stage-coach system, and I perfeelly

Your’s truly,
H. WILKES.
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MONTREAL, SEPTEMBER 15, 1842.

Pusric Epvcation. The importance of the
subject will sufficiently justify, in the estima-
tion cf our readers, the insertion at large of
three public documents, emasating from the
non-Episcopalian Clergymen of this city. This
is the commencement of a movement which,
if conducted on the principles and in the spirit
developed in these documents, must issue in
extensive and enduring benefit to the popula-
tion of this Colony. But for the ¢ stubborn
fact,” that so it has been, could it have been
credited that a single, solitary sect of profess-
ing Christians should have presumed on the
ignorance, apathy, and nonchalance of all the
rest, so far us to anticipate their tacit concur-
rence, in the appropriation of public funds, and
of institutions endowed for the public good, to
its own purposes ? ‘That such a calculation
was made is sufficiently obvious from the well
affected surprize of some of our Episcopalian
contemporaries, at the audacity of these who
so unceremoniously claim their right to speak
and to be heard in reference to the disposal of
the public property. Some slight excuse is to
be found for one or two of these animated
buttresses of bigotry, in the circumstance of
their having passed per saltum from the clois-
ters of Oxford to the clear atmosphere of Ca-
nada, but we happen to know that this excuse
will not serve them all, and that their bigotry
is not that of circumstance, but calculation.
1t is high time that thes2 mistaken men should
be set right as to their relative position. The
time is for ever past when other men with the
Bible in their hands, and their heads as well
furnished internally af least, as those of their
soidisant supertiors, will consent either to the
actual or virtual imposition of the incubus of
an exclusive public establishment either in
Literature or Religion, It is quite in the
spirit of the sect to represent the documents
teferred to, and the yet contemplated move-
ments of the assqciated Ministers, as origiaat-
ing in virulent hostility to the much vaunted
and superlatively foolish dogma of ¢ apostuli-
cal succession,” a dogma, however, of infinite
service to those who are in seaxch of some
compendious method of silencing such simple-
tons as think, aye and venlure even to say,
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that moral qualifications cannot be secured by
contact with a Bishop’s fingers, and that intel-
lectual capacity and adaptation, do not exactly
come in the way of ccclesiastical vaccination.
There must be something very flatlering to
human vanity in this assumption of Apostolical
descent, since its abeltors betray so much
sensiliveness on the subject, and are so much
alarmed at evety thing that seems to throw the
shadow of a doubt over the boasted genealogy:.
Their alarm is not without cause. Even popu-
lar credulity has its limits, and the resources
of priestcraft are, by no means, inexhaustible.
This miserable nostrum will not long be ac-
cepted as 2 compensation for those qualities of
character and conduct, without which,even an
Apostle would have “become as. sounding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal.”

It will be seen that the associated Ministers
of the gospel in this city contemplate further
measures fowards enlightening the public
mind on the subject of their recent memorial
and appeal. They ealculate with confidence
on the concurrence and co-operation of a com~
munity now happily free from the withering
domination of an exclusive church, and wisely
jealous of that hberty of conscience, the loss of
which would be ill compensated by the gilded
fetters of a priestly despotism,

«Tug Cuurcn® ANp “THE GLorious
Martyr.®—% The Church® of the 12th Au-
gust, quarrels with our application of the epi-
thet «infamous * to the arch-persecutor, Laud
—calls upen us ¢ to prove that Laud had the
entire, or any share, in the sentence prp-
nounced and executed on Leighton—and con-
cludes his defence of ihe *“ glorious martys,”?
with a quotation fiom the Church History of
the ¢ moderate Fuller.” We accept the chal-
lenge, premising that we did not say that Laud
actually applied the pincerswith his own hands,
to the nose and ears of the faithful Lejghton,
This and the hranding with the red hot jrop,
was, of course, left 1o a humbler functionary
for whom, however, the glorious martyr wag,
for a series of years, tfie grand purveyor. The
following Is a continuous extract from ¢ Aj.
keng General Biography,” under the article
Laud.

¢ Bishop Laud was the most active and lead-
ing member of the high commission court, the
arbitrary and severe proceedings of which
were justly odious to the nation. Of the ex-

treme rigour and cruelly which marked their
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proceedings, the case of Dr. Alexander Leigh-
ton, a learned Scotch divine, affords a strik-
ing instance. He had published ¢ an appeal
tothe Parliament ; or Zicn’s plea against Pre-
lacy,” in which he had spoken, not only with
freedom but with great asperity, against the
bishops and hierarchy. For the publication of
this treatise, ho was brought before the High
Commission Court. That he was the autlior of
the book, he acknowledged; but he alleged
that he wrote it witis no ill intention 5 his de-
sign, he said, being only to lay these things
before the next Parliament, for their considera-
tion. However, the Cowrt (of whick Laud
was ¢Sthe most active and leading member™)
decreed that, for this offence, ¢“ihe doctor
-should pay a fine of ten thousand pounds, and
be.degraded from his ministry ; that he should
be brought to the pillary at Weeminster, while
the Court was sitting, and be there whipped ;
after which he should be set in the pillory a con-
venicnt time, and have one of his ears cut off,
one side of Lis nose slity and be branded vn the
face with S. S, as a sower of sedition, that
then he should be carried back to prison, and
after a few days be pilloried 2 second time in
Cheapside, and be there likewise whipped,|
and have the other side of his nose slit, and his
other ear cut off, and then be shut upin the
prison of the Fleet, for the remairder of his
life.” No sooner had this merciless sentence:
veen prorounced ian Bishop Laud (¥ g,
cronious 1) pulled off his cap, and gave God
thanks for 1t ! And this sentence was executed
with a degrer of cruelty and barbarity that is
horrible in the naration.  The records of the
inquisitica can hardly furnish an instance of
equal severity. This iransaction, as well as
many others in whick Laud was concerned, suf-
ficiently evince the justice of Lord Clarendon’s
observation relating to this prelate that ¢ e
éntended the disripline of the Church should be
Selt as well as spoken of.”

Is ¢ the Church  satisfied ? Willits adven-
turous editor again impugn our ¢ accuracy as to
historical facts 7 Vi

iVill he have the manliness
and honesty to transfer the above extract to his
pages, and let his readers judge how far our
epithet or Ais own is justly descriptive of the
Atchbishop ?

We have another fit-bit for our contem-
porary, derived too, from the ¢ moderate
Fuller.” This writer in his ¢ Worthies of

England,”? Vol. 1. P. 90, referring to Laud,
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says, ¢ Of him I have wiltten In iy Ecelo-
siastical History § though I confess it was
somewhat too soon for one with safety and
trull to treat of such a subject. Indeed I
could instanc e in some hinds of coorse venison,
not fit for food when first killed , and therefore
cunning cooks bury it for some hours in the
carth, till, the rankncss thereof being mortified
ther ely, it makes most palatable meat” 1™ This
is sufficiently honest, and, as a recipe for liter-
ary cookery, is well worthy the attention of
our contemporary. If he continues to cater
for the palates of certain parties, he will often
have occasion for its use.

Per varios usus artem experientia fecit,
Exemplo mnonstrante viam,

THE NATURE AND CONSTITUTION OF
A CHRISTIAN CHURCH.
(Continued.)

DELIVERED AT THE ORDINATION OF THE REYV,
D. GIBB, RUSSELTOWN,

Their mutual co-operation, their fellowship is
intended instrumentally to aid tifis preparation, aod
cerfain principles are laid down—certain laws
enjoined by the authority of their Lord and Saviour,
for the regulation of their intercourse, and their
communion with each other, both as to means and
ends. The; are to be *‘ mutual helpers of each
others faith” they are . edify one another”—to
“seck one another’s nelfure.” The * strong are to
bear the infiimities of the weak.””  They are to
bear each others burdens, and so fulfil the law of
Christ”—they are * not to neglect the assembling
of themselves together”—they are to walk as
brethren,” “loving one-another with a pure hean
fervently”?—to ¢ be kindly affectioned oné towards
another,in L.nour preferring one another”—¢forgiy-
ing cne another, cven as God for Christ’s sake hath
forgiven them.”

Provision is further made for their spiritual pros-
perity—their progress in knowledge and in holi,
ness--by the institution of the Christiun Ministry,
Each Church of Christ, in apostolic times, had one,
and sometimes more than one Presbyter or Bishop
who “gaveimself to prayer, and to the ministry
of the word, He had < the oversight of them in
the Lord.” His proper province was “ to feed the
flock of God”—“ 1o preach the word”—¢< to re-
prove, rebulee, exhort with all authority>*—to preside
in the assemblies of the faithful, ¢ to have the rule
over them”—to explain, expound, and in conjunc-
tion with the Church to execute the laws of Christ
These Bishops were chosen by the suffrages and
supported by the free contributions of the people.
“ The workmen were worthy of their hires” + They
“served at the altar,” and had a divinely consti-
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tuted right ¢¢ to Iive by it.””  Thisright was recog-
nized, and, for nearly three cenluries, the Bishops
of the Churches were content to depend for their
support on the gratiwde and justice of the people
committed to their charge. Those Churches had
also their Deac.ns chosen by the people, ordained
Ly the Presbyter or Bishop of cach Church respece
tively, and charged with the scculac concerns peis
taining to the Church in its aggrcgale capacity.
They were ““to serve tables” 7. ¢, te collect the
free contributions of the faithful, and to administer
them in the way of providing for the support of’ the
Bishop—of relieving the necessities of the poor, and
otherwise caring for the orderly and peaceful man-
agement of all the temporal concerns of the com-
munity. Besides these two classes of office-bear-
crs, we read of no other, either in the historical or
in the epistolary parts of the New Testament.
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and instrumentally “adding to the Church of such
as shall be saved.” The family—tho circle of ace
quaintance—the neighborhood whtre their lot is
cast, present to the disciples of Christ appropriate
and important spheres for the employment of their
talents in furtherance of the Gospel.  But beyond
the circle of personal influence, and the roach of
individual cflurt, there are multitudes to whom tao
Gospel must be sent,  Vast masses of munkind are
only nominally Christian. Idolatry still apreads its
dark pavilion over many millions of our race, and
millions more are led captive by the fatal delusions
of the Arabian prophet. All these are to be enlight.
ened, evangelized, emancipated from their supersti-
tions, and instructed in ** the mysterics of the king-
dom of Christ.” These can only be reached by
united and concentrated eflort, by the fnstrumen-
tality of holy and devoted men, geing forth “as
the m gers of the Churches,” supported by the

There was no need for any other. The Bishop
caring for the spi) itual cdification and prospernity of
in Church, and the deacons for its secular affairs—
full provision was made for its oversight and wel-
fare. It was the invention of a later age to multi-
ply the office bearers of the Church—to divide the
Bishop from the Presbyter—and the Priest from
both,~—to erect the Deacon into a minister of the
Sanctuary—and to create a long list of Canons,
Deacons, Prebends, Chancellors, Surrogates, Rec-
tors, Vicars, Curates, Clerks, and so forth—a list
ot which o primitive believer would have gazed in
astonishment at the ingenuity which could so cor-
rupt and encumber the texture and frate work of
the Church of Christ~—and which, accustomed as
we unhappily are to such creations of secular am-
bition, may well justify us in exclaiming :

Oh how unlike the complex work of man,
Heaven’s easy, artless, unencumber’d plan !

The mutual edification—the comfort and in-
ereasing holiness of 8uch as have believed through
grace, are not the only ohjects secured by the serip-
tural constitution of a Christian Church,  To the
Church is committed by precept and peculiar quali-
fication. the conversion of the world, Here is all
the instrumentality by which “the truthas itis
Jesus” s to be universally diffused. This is the
appointed organ of communication bstwixt the Sa~
viour and the souls of men. The members of the
Church are ‘¢ stewards of the manifold grace of
God”—1the almoners of his bounty to mankind.
They cannot, without the most aggravated crimi-
uality, claim the Gospel as their own possession—
monopnlize the privileges it conveys, and suffer their
fellow men to ** perish for lack of knowledge.” Each
Christian shares in the responsibility of the world’s
coversion. None is, or can be exempted from
the duty of *¢ spreading abroad the savor of Christ.”
Individual efort may accomplish much in the way

of instructing the ignorant, arousing the careless,

gratitude and yustice of those whose represeutatives
they are—and sustuined by their fraternal sympa-
thy, and fervent prayerss No Church can legiti-
mately claim relationship to those of aposiolic
times, which ducs not co-operate in their appropri-
ale enterprize.  Jn unmissioNary Church isan
UNCHRISTIAN one, Its outward frame-work may
be scriptural in all its parts ; but, in the absence of
this enlightened, enlarged, and practical bepevos
lence, it bears to an Apostolical Church only the
resemblance of the shadow to the substance—the
corpse to the living man. The Churches of old
were thoroughly impregnated with this arden. and
enterprising spirit of charity. Those of modern
times are slowly asumilating to the ancient mudel.
Our hearts® desire and prayer to God is, that this
Church, to the full measure of ils capacity and
power, may not only retain the form of a seriptural
constitution, but may be instinct with spiritual life,
—breathing in the prayer of faith, and moving stea=
dily, vigorously enward ia the course of devoted and
self-denied exertion.

The objects now enumerated as those for which
the Church of Christ is constituted, and with the
prosecution of which it is solemnly charged, are
not to be attained otherwise than by the plemtiful
effusion of the Holy Spirit. 1t is his to infuse vi~
tality and energy into all the ordinauces and ap~
pointments of the Church—to enkindle and keep
alive, in the chilling atmosphere of the world, the
sacred fire of the spiritual temple,~to repress and
to subdue the worldly tendencies of minds only
partially sanctified—to strengthen the weak, em-
bolden the timid—to preserve unbroken, unrclaxed,
the bond of holy charity—to dictate the prayer. of
faith—to stimulate to the labour of love, and to
crown this labour with sacccss. Brethren, no
richer boon than this can be conferred upon a
Christian Church. This invests it with a moral
dignity, inoomparably higher than the patronage of
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carthiy princes, the pgmp of carthly splendour, can
confer. A Chrstinn cominunity, thus baptized with
the Holy Ghost, 1s the source of influences un-
speakably moure valuable than those which science,
commeree, or even philanthropy (unsanctified) can
shed upon a neighbourhood. It is the light, the
Sh chinah  of the surrounding community —~the
Bethel in which is planted the mystic dadder that
veaches to the skics, on which ascend and descend
the angelic munisters of mercy, and econceruning
which we may exclaim, with the awakmwg and as-
tonished patriarch, © Thia is nouo other than the
housc of God, and this is the gate of lieaven.”
J. J. €.

At a meeting of Protestant Clergymen resi-
ding in this city, held in the Library of the
Cauada Baptist College, August 12, 1842,
there were present Rev, A. Mathieson, D.D.,
Rev. Henry Esson, Rev. Benjamin Davies,
Dr. Ph., Rev. Caleb Strong, Rev. J. J. Carru-
{hers, Rev. W. Squire, Rev. J. Girdwood,
Rev. H. O. Crofts, and Rew. }. J. Howard.
fhe Rev. Dr. Mathieson was called to the
Chair.

I'he following Memorial having been read
and adopted, it was resolved that it be present-
ed to His Excellency the Governor General,
and an interview with His Excellency request-
ed, in reference to the subject-matter of the
same —

To His Excellency the Right Hon. Sir Charles
) Bagot, &e. &e.
May 17 PLEASE Your EXCELLENCY,~—

We, the undersigned Protestant Ministers,
residing in Moptreal, avail ourselves of the
occasion of your Excellency’s present visit to
our city, most respettfully to solicit, that you
will he pleased to take into your early and most
serjous deliberation the state of the great public
semiparies in this country, destined for the
instruction of youth in the higher branches of
art, science, and literature, and especially to
employ your authority and influence to place
MGill College and University, in this city,
upon a basis which may at once ensure its
efficient working and command public confi~
dence. We entertain no doubt that it must be
the desire of your Excellency, in conformity
with the enlighteped and liberal policy by
which the Governmeat of the Colony 15 now
heppily guided, to provide, s far as it may be
practicable, that the Constitution of our Uni-
venities and Colleges shall be so framed, and
$heir administration so conducted, as to adept
them, in all respects, to the wants and wishes
of the great body of the people. At the same
time, we may not disguise cur apptehensions
that there is still some hazard that the man-
agement of these institutions, being vested in
the handsof a party, they inay 'have asectarian
character or bias imparted to them, and thereby
{all to fulfil the just hopes of the country. We
have therefore At sursclves impelled vn this
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occasion Dy a strong sense of duty, with all
deference but with most anxious soficitude, fo
represcut to your Excellency, that should our
apprehensions be unhappily realized,the conse-
quences must not only he detrimental to the
interest of cducation and letters, but, we
believe, would in no small degree endanger
the peace and harmony which now so happily
prevail,  We nced not impress upon your
Excellency the utter hopelessness of thae final
succesgof any attempt in such a country as this
to establish Institutions, whether ecclesiastical
or educational, supported by public funds, upon
a partial or exclusive basis, nor to represent the
danger of the ultimate recoil of such attenpts,
We will simply express our unanimous and
profound conviction, that your Excellency
cannot render a more jimportant service than
by precluding the introductien of any undue
inflnence or ascendancy in the condnct of
the higher Seminaries of Education, and by
recommending, should it upon enquiry appear
advisable, to IIer Majesty and the Legislature,
such changes and mod.fications in their con-
stitution of government, as shall ensure perfect
freedom and efliciency, and remove as much as
possible even the appearance of party or secte-
rian ageendancy, which in the present temper of
the public minds could not fail to proye of seri-
ous prejudice to the reputation and prosperity of
these all-important institutions. These views,
which'we believe to be in perfect accordance
with the sentiments of the great majority of
unprejydiced and disinterested men in this
Colony, and which we cannot doubt will
receive your Excellency’s sanction and
approval, we beg leave to submit not without
solicitude for the issue, but with full confidence
that your Excellency will give them your
eamest and favourable consideration.

All which is humbly submitted by your me-

morialists.
H. Esson, A, M.,
Minister of St. Gabrie! Street Charch.
A. MaTuisson, D.D.,
Minister of St. Andrew’s Church.
W. Tayron,
Minister of Presbyterian Clhurgh, Lagayche-
tiere Street.
B. Davies, Di, Ph.
President of the Baptist Theological Enstifution.
C. Strong, A. M., )
Minister of the American Presbyterian Church,
J. J. CARRUTHERS, .
Professor of Theology in the Congregational
Theological Institutiog, )
J. Girpwoob,
Minister of the Baptist Church, St. Helen
’ Street.

. H. O. Crorts, J. J. Howarp,
Ministers of the Methodist New Congexion,
College Street.

W. Squire,
Wesleyan Miaister.

N.B.—The Rev. Dr. BrLacx, and the Rev.
Messis. WiLkes and Bowrranp, are absent
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from town : they conld not therefore be con-
sulted.

The Memoralists had an interview with His
Excellency on the subject of the above docu-
ment; and afler some conversation, received
from him the distinct assurance, that in admi-,
nistering the Government of this Colony, and in;
promoting, in his official capacity, the intefests
of this community, there would be no rocogni-
tion of any dominant sect; his instructions
binding him to tegard all as on a footing of
perfect equality, and equally eligible to all
public offices.

Arrean of the undersigned MinisTERS of
the City of Montreal, to the Peorre or Can-
ADA, on the Present State and Prosrects of
the UnivensiTies and Conneces in British
North America, established by Rovarn Crar-
TER, and supported by Pusric Fuxps.
Frurow Counrrvmen,

We, the undersigned Ministers of Montreal,
in pursuance of the important ohject which
formed the ground of our lste Memorial to
the Governor General, which has been pub-
lished in all the journals of this city, have felt
it our duty, respectfully but earnestly, to call
your atteation to the peculiar congdition of our
higher Seminaries of Education, and to the
imminent danger, if they are to be established
and conducted under such auspices as the pre-
sent, of the introduction of a sectarian spirit
into their system of government and disci-
pline.
: We regatd the syhject of ‘our present Appeal
agone of paramount importance to this, and
indeed to ali the Colonies of Great Britain.

We had hoped, that after the settlement of
the long agitated question of the Clergy
Lands, we should not have been compelled, at
least at so eatly a period, to protest against a
course of proceeding in a matler of deep and
universal interest tothe present and to fu-
ture generations in this Colony, caleulated, as
we fear, to revive the jealousies, and to renew

the dissensions which appeared to have been
happily set at rest.

We shall now submit, with the utmost can-
dour and frankness, without any reserve orex-
tenuation,the grounds of our dissatisfaction and
alarin at the course which, it seems, is now
proposed to be followed out in the immediate
organization of King’s College, Toranto, and |
of M:Gill College, Montreal, and i. the ap-,
pointment, by the present Governors, of the
professors of the most important branches of
Academical Egucation,

While it is cestainly desirable that these in-
stitutions should be called into aclive opera-
tion, with all convenient speed, we humbly
conceive that it is of infinitely greater moment
that nothing should be done wilh, precipitation,
or to suit the views and inferests of a sect or

party 5 that it is dug to this great and enlight-
ened country, and indispensably necessary to,

the credit and prosperity of these institutions, -
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that they be commenced under the most
favourable auspices, and if possible, without
even the appearance or suspicion of a party or

jsectarian bias, that they may command the

general confidence and approbation of the
community,whose property they are,for whose-
benefit they have been professedly fuunded and

jendowed, and by whom they must in future

be supported.

The fact, that they have been erected by
Royal Charter, can in no respect, we conceive-
alter the unquestionasle right of the commu-
nity to exact the utmost responsibility from
those wha are charged with their organization
and government, since it is not for & moment
to be presumed that Her Majesty can have any
other interest or desire, as a faithful trustee
for behoof of all classes of her subjects in the
Colony, than to render them, in the highest
possible degree, acceptable to the whole com-
munity, and effective of their destined ends,

It has been asked of what do we complain ?
Our prompt and decisive answer has been, and
we adhere to it, thinking it neither irrelevant
nor frivolous, that we have not confidence in
those who have had, and, we believe, still hold
the entire management of these institutions,
with what responsibility or under what check
we know not, and we presume the public are
generally as ignorant as we are.

And why, it may be asked, have you not
confidence in them 7 We answer with equal,
frankness, because some of them, at least,have
avowed. principles which must utterly deprive
them of the confidence of all Protestants who do
not hold that the Church of Iingland has very
peculiar and exclusive rights, of which she
cannot be.divested ; and, if we believe themn
to be conscientious and henestin the principles
which they profess,.and in which they glory,
we cannob say less, than that we deem them
to be peculiarly unworthy of the confidence of
the great body of Protestants of other denom¢~
nations, as well as of the liberal and catholic
minded Protestants of their own communion.

We emphatically procliim our conviction,
that men of this spirit and of these principles
are the last to be entrusted, in such a country
as this, with the control of education in any of;
its departments—least of allin the highest,

Are we asked for the proof ¢ We appeal to.
their recorded langnage and proceedinzs
throughout the lengthened strugele which dis-
tracted this Colony, and threatened to sever
the bond of union with the Parent Country,
until the late auspicious era, which has restor~
ed peace and unity, by depriving them of pow-
er, and by denouncing their principles.

Can we be expected to give our copfidence
to men whose principles place them in decided
opposition to all Protestants who are without
the pale of the Church of England, who de-
nonnce as schismatics or heretics, and scruple
not to unchurch, all who do not subscribe to
their notions of the exclusive Apostolic origin
and character of their own sect ?
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To their peculiar tenets, ecclesiastical and
religious, we should not have adverted, on this
occasion, were it not necessary to expose the
impolicy of putting into such hands the great
interests of education in the Colony, and the
utter unreasonableness of expecting that such
institutions shall command our confidence,
while we have no better guarantee for their
impartial and enlightened administration,

We do not wish it to be understood, that we
wonld have even such men wholly excluded
from place or power, but we must say, that we
cannot think it politic or safe to give them an
ascendant, in any department involving great
public interests, on which their peculiar views
and sectarian feclings have any bearing.

From the subjoined note, it will be seen that
the Governors of King’s College, in Canada
West, and of M¢Gill College, in Canada East,
are men of whom some, and those too, holding
very prominent and influential places in their
government, have forfeited the confidence of
this community, a few of their own sect ex—
cepted, and though there may be among their
assessors men of more enlarged and catholic
spirits and principles, they are too few to be
regarded as sufficient guarantees for the
protection of our interests, and perhaps
there is not one among them that any of us,
had the privilege of such election been
vouchsafed to us, would have chosen as his
representative.

Is it not a fact that, with the unimportant
exception of two or three, who happen to be
membeis, in virtue of civil office, the Gover-
nors of King’s and M¢Gill Colleges, are of the
communion of the Church of England?® Is
this doing justice to the Universities? Tothe
country 2 Is it fair 3 isit respectful to the nu-
metous bodies of other denominations? While
the Clergymen of all other Protestant denom-
inations and the public at large are, at this mo-

*KING'S COLLEGE, TORONTO.

Chancellor of the Universily :

His Excellency the Right Honourable S1r Cuar-
LES BaGoT, G. C. B.,Governor General of Brilish
North America.

Pisitors :
The Honourable J. B. Robinson,
The Honugrable Jas. B. Macaulay,
The Honourable J. Jones,
The Honourable J. M¢Lean,
The Honourable C. A. Hagerman.
President :
‘The Right Rev. John Strachan, D. D. & LL.D.,
Lord Bishop of Torento.
Council :
The Hon. R. S. Jameson, The Hon-R.B. Sullivan,
The Hon. A. Cuvillier,  The Hon. W. Allan,
The Hon, W.H. Draper, The Hon. J. S. Macaulay,
TheRev.J. M Csul,LL.D. The Hon L.P.Sherwood,
The Rev. H. J. Grassett, B. A,
M‘GILL COLLEGE MONTREAL.
Governors :
His Excellency the Governor General,
‘The Chicl Justice,
Dr. Strachan, Bishop of Toronto,
Dr. Bethune, Rector of Christ's Church,
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ment, in profound ignorance of what has been
done, or what is devised, who shall wonder
that we hesitate to give a blihd and implicit
confidence to the measures, which such Gov~
ernors may see fit to adopt, measures, too,
which may produce lasting, and, it may be,
very injurions consequences? Are two or
three individuals, however respectable, suffi-
cient to fill so high a trust, as the organization
of great public institutions, which ought to be
rendered equally open, acceptable and ser-
viceable to all sects and parties ?

Are we not all as much interested and as
well entitled, as the members of the Church of
England, to be consulted as to the constitution
and modelling of them ; and shall we not be
permitted without the imputation of intrusive-
ness, to crave that the voice and the will of
the great majority of Protestants in this Colo-
ny, shall not be treated, as if it were of no ac-
count ?

We see an advertisement for Professors and
Tutors, emanating no doubt from the Govern-
ors of M¢Gill College. Is it too bold to ask
what are the number and qualifications of the
judges and electors who are about to appoint
men gfter so short a warning, to fill the Chairs
of the University ? Will the interests of lit-
erature and science be safe in their custody ?
Will this precipitation inspire confidence, or
does it augur well for the fame of this great
school of letters? Will literary and moral
qualifications be alone required of the candi-
dates for ofice?  Will not adherence to the
Church of England compensate for inferior
scholarship, and the absence of that adherence
neutralize, in the opinion of such judges, the
highest literary merits? Do the Governors
not shrink from ths responsibility which they
must incur, and the unsparing scrutiny and
censorship to which their present proceedings
will most justly be subjected in the Colony and
in the parent conntry?"

Indeed we cannot allow ourselves to believe
that the enlightened and liberal portion of our
brethren who adhere to the Church of England
will approve of such partial proceedings, be—
cause we cannot imagine them so blind and
miscalculating, as to deem that the temporary
possession of such exclusive power and influ-
ence, would not be be bought at far too deara
price by setting them in & hostile attitude to
the great body of their Protestant brethren in
this Colony. .

Is there not cause then for alarm?  Is there
not good ground for this Appeal? When we
look around the various Colonies of British
North America, what is the actual state of our
Protestant Colleges? In what hands is their
government vested ? Are they fitted to in-
spite equal confidence in all classes and de-
nominations of Her Majesty’s loyal subjects 2
Is there no respect of persons or of creeds 7
Do they fulfil their ends in the most ample
measure? Or, what is the cause that they are
shorn of their power, lustre and influence,

and the public Zeprived of the.equal and full
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parlicipation of their benefits? Is it {o be tol-
erated at this day, and in this part of the Brit-
ish dominions, that these noble institutions
should be cast in a party or sectarian mould,
that they stuould e trathmelled, dwarfed,drain-
ed of their vital power and spirit, paralyzed in
their free and generous action, by a preposter-
ous and antiquated illiberality ? _Tn fact, until
these institutions throughout British North
America shall have been effectually emanci-
pated from the preponderant ascendancy of one
sect or party, thrown open to the public, and
their government made at least virtually res-
ponsible, it is not possible to entertain the
shadow of a Bope that they will fulfil theirend
and command public confidence.

In fine, we are persuaded that there never
was a period when we had greater cause to
distrust a party who it seems ¢ have learned
notning and forgot nothing,’” amidst the many
lessons and warnings which the recent troubles
of this Colony have imparted, to all who are
capable of profiting by experience, and so long
as they continue to manifest a determination
to maintzin an undue influence in the conduct
of our most important institutions, we must
feel it our imperative duty to watch them
closely and to guard the most sacred and pre-
cious rights of a free people ; nor so long ss
theirinfluence is allowed to predominate, s it
possible for us to indulge the pleasing confi-
dence that we may sit down secure against any
infringement of interests, which it would be
unpardonable in us to leave in jeopardy.

We cannot but regard, therefore, the present
as another great crisis which has arisen in the
history of this Ccloay, in which we are called
once more to unite and co-operate, in order to
enforce the practical and impartial carrying out,
in the frame work and administration of all our
public Institutions, of those principles of equal
rights and libérty, and of that virtual resposnsi-
bility to public ‘opinion, which are the only
sure guarantee of our future peace, freedom,
and prosperity.

Under this persuasion, we conclude by re-
commending that the public, by every consti-
tutional means, should now protest against,and
thereby counteract, the pernicious influence of
this parly and sectarian spirit, which, if it be
not now sternly and vigorously opposed, will
not stop in its career, until it shall have per-
verted into merely party and sectarian schools,
our Universities and Colleges, which if not
immediately and effectively put down, will re-
vive the unhappy disseasions from which we
have just emerged, and obscure the fair pros-
pects that are now opening to our country.

Is it too much to hope, that those who are
now so blindly and precipitately urging this
matter, may be induced by this Appeal to
pause in a career, in which we are persnaded
their ulimate defeat is inevitable ? Nay
more, we will venture to forewarn them, that
should they actually succeed, victory will
prove to them more injurious than defeat; for
we are persuaded, that if these institutionsare
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established upon a narrow basis, and governed
in the spitit of a sect or party, they will forfeit
the confidence and support of the great body
the people, will dwindle into mere private and
party establishments ; new institutions, found-
ed upon better principles and standing upon a
broader basis, will speedily rise up to super-
sede, in all probability to overshadow and
eclipse them ; compelling them either to ac-
commodate themselves to the wants and wishes
of the country, or dooming them to languish
and wither away, the just objects of general
confempt and reprobation.

Representing, as we do, so many Christian
communities, it is scarcely necessary distinct-
ly to disclaim any hostile spirit towards the
Church of England as such, and to avow our
willingness, in all respects, to concede to the
members of that community those equal rights
to which, in common with ourselves, they are
entitled.

We rejoice in the fact that that Church in-
cludes many towards whom we cherish most
sincere fraternal love, and with whom we shall
gladly co-operate in all that pertains to the
glory of our common Lord and the best inter-
ests of our fellow-men.

WILLIAM SQUIRE,
Wesleyan Minister.
H. ESSON, A. M,
Minister of St. Gabriel Church.
W. TAYLOR,
Presbyterian Church, Lagauchetiere Street.
H. WILKES, A. M.

Minister of the Congregational Church.
BENJAMIN DAVIES, Pu. D.,
President of the Baptist Theological Institution.
J.J. CARRUTHERS,
Congregational Theological Professor.
H. 0. CROFTS,

Methodist New Connexion.

T. T. HOWARD,
Methodist New Connexion.
CALEB STRONG,
Minister of the American Presbyterian Church.
RICHARD T. HUTCHINSON,
Wesleyan Minister.

JOHN GIRDWOOD,
Minister of the Baptist Church.

Montreal, August 23, 1842,

We, the underseigned Ministers of the
Gospel, resident in Montreal, hereby constitute
ourselves into an Association for the purpose
of circulating intelligence as to the actual
state of Education in this Colony, and promot-
ing the public and practical recognition of
those enlightened and liberal principles which
alone can secure the general diffusion of know-
ledge, and the social peace and happiness of
the community.

As one means of accomplishing the design
of this Association, it i3 intended to dehver
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occasionzi Leclures, of which due notice will
be regalarly given to the public,
Henry Esson,
W. SquIRE.
B. Daviss,
Henny WILRES,
W. TavLor,.
Cvies Strong.
1. 0. Crorrs.
Joun Girowoon,
J. J. CARRUTHERS,
T. T. Howanp.
Sept. 1, 1842,

PrespyTERIAN Marriaces.—THE ArPEAL.
The writ of error in this important case has
gone to the House of Lords; and as the
English Judges are sommoned to attend the
argument before they go out on Circuit, the
decision may be expected within the next
fortnight. The Dublin Evening Post,on this
subject, says, ¢ The reslquestion at issue is,
whether Preshyterian ministers are in holy
orders?  And we predict that the agitation of
this question wil! more seriously endanger the
Established Church of Ireland than any thing
since the days of Laud.

Lord Primate takes a verv anxious part in the!
proceedings which invelve the validity of!

Presbyterian ordination. We are quite sure

inst the Presbyterians will!
that the case sgainst the Preshy ! | the evil is already too deeply rooted to be

not be starved for lack of funds.”

Unrry or THE CHuncit.—At a late meeting
of the Low Church Party in Leeds, who patro-
mze the Society known s the ¢ Church Mis-
sionary Society,”” one of the speakers de-
pounced Dr. Hook and his party as ¢ agents of
of Satan—serpents who pollute our churches,
and leave their slime about our altars—serpents
who ought to be crushed P> At a meefing of
the High Church Party, on Monday last, who
patronise the ¢¢Sociery for the Promotion of
Ciristian Xnowlodge,” Dr. Hook returned the
compliment, by denouncing the Low Church-
men (at least so we understood him) as men
who w. e full of party spirit—<¢¢ cherished (he
expressid ity by the low ambition of indivi-
duals who seek through faction an ephemeral
distinctior, conscious that the mediocrity of
their talen.s is insufficient to secure for them
permanent respeet.”®  And this is the unity of
the Churca! Unity with a vengeance!—
Leeds Tunes.

ROMAN CATHOLIC ESTIMATE OF OXFORD
MOVEMENTS.

S1. Manry’s Cnusct, Stockron-Urox-
Ters.—On Thursdav, the 7th inst., the new
Catholic Church of St, Mary?s, Stockton, was
opened. The Rev. R. W. Sibthorp, lately a

{
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; Ohl that in times like these, when such
events are going forward in the moral and re-
‘ligious world with such rapidity ; when mira-
ycles more stupendous than raising the dead to
WJife are of almost daily occurrence ; when Oz-
WJford is at length arousing itself from the deadly
sleep of three centuries, and sighing to be re-
(Joined ance more to the glorwus rock of ages,
and sending forth its Sibthorps: Oh! that in
,the midst of miracles, we say, thus flashing
around us on all sides, there should still be one
ysingle Catholic of the least intelligence and
observation in the land we live in, unmoved,
unaffected, unpenetrated with divine grace;
in one word, unconverfed te the living God
with all the powers of his heatt and soul.—
The Tablet -

t Tue Curse or Pusevism.~—The leaven of
1 this odious heresy is not only diffusing itself
1 through the English Established Church, and
iinding many advocates in the Episcopal
1 Church 1n tlus country, bat has spread even to
tIndia, and is there affecting the welfare of
Chostian  Mzssions. A Preshyterian Mis-

isionary 1a lIndia, who has the best means of
Tt is stated that the !information, thus writes to us:

¢ 1 have the pleasure of sending you a ser-
men of the beloved Bishop Wilson, who has
come forward, and boldly and faithfully re-
buked the disturbers of his flock ; but I fear

easily removed. You will lcarn from the
)¢ Friend of India®> what these new advocates
for the Chutch, and he: honour, are effecting
(in this land. They have even now succeeded

| in filling the hearis of mary poor heathen con-
1 verts with sorrow ; yea, have sundered the
| sacred, the divine relation of marriage, merély

on the ground that the husband and wife were
not members of the Church. They have de-
clared, in the face of the heathea world, that
the Church alone is worthy of confidence, as it
alene possesses a lawful ministry and divine
ordinances: all others are the work of men.
The leaven is spreading through the land, and
what is most deeply to be lamented, the poison
is found in the fountain—Bishop College—so
that the streams will send forth ¢ bitter wa-
ters.?> These ate very painful themes for owr
reflection ; and were it not that we know and
fecl that the triumph of our Redeemer is cer-
tain, we might faint at the prospect. But we
have nothing to fear. If we are faithiul, and
our Church sustains us by her interccssions,
the ¢arm of the Lord will be revealed® for
the salvation of multitudes who now press to
the gate of death.??

The ¢« Friend of India® which accompanies
this letter, corroborates its statements. The
sermon of Bishop Wilson of Calcutta, which
we had before read of, but had not the plea-

clergyman of the Establishsd Church, preached) sure of seeing, is a capital one, on the suffi-

an impressive discourse. His earnestness and
his eloguence produced a great effect upon his
hearers, particularly as there was a total ab-
sence of 21l acrimony.,

ciency of the Scriptures as a rule of faith—a
Protestant doctrine peculiarly hateful to the
Puseyites. While the Episcopal Bishop of
Philadelphia speaks of the Oxford movement
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as having rendered material service to Episco-
pacy, the excellent Bishop of Calcutta regards
it as having created ¢ an alarming crisis in
the Church,” and as an % apostacy at hand ;”
and the leaders of it, who have received
abundant applause in more than-one Episcopal
print in this country, are thus spoken of by
Bishop Wilson : ¢ We have seen its leaders
borne along in eight or ten brief years to the
very verge of an apostacy from Christ.”>  This
is strong language, but we believe it to be
most true. The High Church principles
which are now so rampant in this country, are
no less than Puseyism ; they are identical,and
time will show it.— Presbyterian.

Caxnapa Reserves.—Mr. SHEIL moved for
¢an account of the proceeds of all sales of
the Clergy Reserves in Canada, and of the
amount thereof invested in the public funds in
the province of Canada, or in the public funds
of Great Britain and Ireland, and of the annual
interest and dividends thereof ; accounts of all
rents arising from the Clergy Reserves that
have been demised for any term, and of the
amount of the annmal fund directed to be
formed under the Act S and 4 Vie. ¢. 78;
account of the annual stipends and dividends
which are payable out of said annual fund,
and were assigned and given to the Clergy of
the churches of England and Scotland, and to
any other religions bodies or denominations of
Christians in Canada, and to which the faith
of the Crown is pledged ; distinguishing such
religious bodies or denpminations of Christians
and specifying the amount payable to eachres-
pectively out of the said fund., Accouat of the
application and appropriation of the said annual
fund to the churches of England and Scotland,
and of the application of such part thereof asthe
Act 3 and 4 Vic. directs the Governor of Canada
to apply to the purposes of public worship and
religious instruction in Canadaj; distinguishing
the religious bodies and denominations of
Christians to whose public worship and reli-
gious instruction such annual fund shall have
been applied. v

Lord StaxLey had no ohjection to the pro-
duction of the papers moved for, although he
feared that the returns mentioned in the first
part of the motion could not be given. The
information required by the second part
would he applied for, but he could not hold out
much hopes of its being speedily obtained.

Aftet a short conversation the retutas were
ordered.

Soctzry oF Frienps.—The Annual Episfle
of this body states the ¢ amount of suffering®
consequent -wpon the Ecclesiastical demand fo
have been upwards of £10,800 during the year
1841-2. ¢« Anainlallowed interference,’ says
this document, ¢ with sacred things by the
exercise of human authority, and the usurpa-
tion of an unwarranted influence on the mind
of man in these matiers preventing the full
surrenderof the heart to the rightful govern-
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ment of our holy Redeemer, have long impe-
ded the progress of vital Christianity on the
earth. These evils are at this time showing
themselves under various aud specious forms
in this and in other lands. Hence we feel it
additionally incumnbent on us to maintain,
through holy help, in meekness and firmness,
that testimonyto the free teaching of the spirit
of troth, and to the undivided amhorily of
Christ in his church, which our society has
always borne. Were we to abandon these prin—
ciples, we could not expect to flourish o1 even
to exist as a distinct seligious body.”

Eriscopar Assuderion.—The ¢“Banner of
the Cross > furnishes a table,.copied from the
« Western Episcopal Observer,’’ giving the
statistics of the Church.” The ¢ supposed
number.> of Episcopalians in the united States
is five hundred and sixty-three thovsand, five
hundred under the care of twenty Bishops and
eleven hundred and sixteen Presbytess and
Deacons. As this professes fo be enly a sup-
position we may be excused for withholding
full credence, until we see more satisfactory
data than has yet been given. e have very
little confidence in these wholesale computas
tions, whether of ¢¢ mass meetings,” & tremen-
dous mobs,” or ary other gaiheriogs and num~
berings. )

But there is another singalar column in this
table. The whole population of each State is
given and apportioned among the Episcopai
clergy. Thus, Maine, with a population of
501,793, has seven Episcopal clergymen, who
have 75,370 souls under their care.

Georgia has ten Episcopal preachers, among
a population of 760,000 ;—thus 76,00¢¢ souls
are under the spiritual charge of each preacher.
Thus the 17,000,000 inhabitants of the United
States are represented as under the spirituak
charge of 20 Bishops 1116 Presbyters and
Deacons. Now, ye Presbyterian, Methodist,
Baptist, and Congregational talkers, exhorters:
and expositors who have no right in the minis-
try, to whose brains the spinitual galvanism
necessary to make you preachers, has not yet
been imparted by the imposition of Episcopal
hards, will ye not atonce come ot of the pul-
pit and take your seats in the pew ? Your con-
gregations are all enfolded tithin the affec-
tionate arms of the Bishops, Presbyters and
Deacons of the Episcopal Church. Verily,
our friends are far mere kind than modest !

We are reminded by these assumptions of
the famous resolutions of the Connecticut Con-
vention when they wanted theterritory of the
Indians<

1. Resolved, That the <-:th is the Lord’,
and the fullness thereof.

_ 2. Resolved, That the Lord bas given the
Earth to the people of the Saints for an inheri-
tance.

3. Resolved, That we are the people of the
Saints,
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Upon this title they claimed the right of
possession, and ejected the Indians.

But there is another claim set up, for the
care of our souls. The Romanists being, par
excellence, the Church—denying and ridicul-
ing the .nglican succession, command us to
enter within their pale. Now how shall this
dispute be settled? Shall the Priesthood of
both communions link hands together and form
a circle around the whole ? There are some
indications of this, Or shall there be two cit-
cles, the Romanist extetior ; then while the
rest of us are enfolded by the Episcopal Church,
they will themselves be gathered within the
fraternal embraces of the papacy. Really we
should feel indignant at such assumptions, if
they did not force us to laugh by their ridicu-
lous folly. They remind us of the last will
and testament of an affectionate, though very
poor Irishman,—% I give and bequeath to my
son Patrick, ten thousand dollars—to my
daughter Shela, fifty shares of bank stock—to
my son Michael, three hundred acres of land.”
¢ But,” said the astonished scribe, ¢ where is
all this property to come from ?°” ¢ Och ! never
mind that,’® was the naive reply, ¢ its my will
that they should have it; they must get it as
they can.”

WEST INDIES,
JAMAICA.

‘Tur reports from our stations in Jamaica for
the past year have been of a truly gratifying
character, The operations of the Society in
this istand were commenced in the year 1834.
Since that .period, the number of our agents
there has risen from six to nineteen, including
six native assistants.

Our Missionary brethren have established
permanently eleven principal stations, with
several out-stations; and they have erected
fourteen commodious, and, in some instances,
spacious chapels, beside several school-houses.
The aggregate number of their congregations
is not iess then 6,000; and more than 1,500
children are receiving the benefits of instruc-
tion in their schools.  Upwards of 500 persons
are united in the fellowship of their churches ;
and about three times that number are included
in their probationary classes of inquirers. The
number of their church-members might have
been greatly increased ; for the desire of the
negroes, who attend Christian worship, to en-
joy the external privileges of religion, is strong
and universal,but our brethren have been com-
pelled, though reluctantly, to believe, that to
a great degree this desire is the offspring of
ignorance, vanity, and superstition, rather than
enlightened piety ; and,in some instances,that
it is prompted by no higher motives than the
distinction and advantage by which member-
ship is usually attended. 1n the admission,
therefore, of members to their churches, they
have been anxious to exercise a holy prudence
and fidelity ; and, by a judifgus course of
catechetical and scriptural ing, and by
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their direct personal labouts, (in all cases for
many months and in some for years,) they
have endeavoured to prevent the intrusion of
the unworthy and self-confident ; while, to the
diffident and contrite, they have delighted to
present all the encouragements and facilities
which their state demands. We are happy in
bearing testimony to the general purity and
zeal of the Mission-churches of Jamaica,
under the pastoral oversight of our beloved
brethren ; and, as an evidence of their love to
the Gospel and to their teachers, it may be
stated, that, at several of the principle stations,
the amount of their free-will offerings, during
the past year was more than equal to the salary-
of the Missionary.

BRITISH GUIANA.

Exemprary Liseraviry oF THE Nzcro
Cuurcues.—In Demerara and Berbice, the
unwaried and persevering efforts of our Mis-
sionaries continue to be blessed with manifold
and pecaliar indications of prosperity. The
places of worship are too small for those who
are anxions to attend ; and crowded congrega-
tions listen to the word of life with lively inte-
rest and fixed attention. The churches conti~
nue to hold forth the Word of life ; and, by the
divine blessing on their holy example and their
aclive efforts, many that were wanderers and
outcasss have been restored to the Shepherd
and Bishop of souls, The Christian liberality
of these negro churches, which formerly awak-
ened no less astonishment than admiration,
has, duting the last year, attained a yet higher
standard. The Rev.James Scott, of Demerara,
whose congregation of about 800, consists, ag
he has more than once stated, exclusively of
«¢ field-labourers,” wrote thus to the Directors
in January last :—

¢ ‘The sums raised by the church and con-
gregation, during the year, have exceeded in
amount my most sanguine expectations, being
in all rather more than £800 sterling. I have
thus been able to meet the entire expence of
the station, including current and extra-expen-
ses, repairs, &c.,my own and teacher’s salary,
and to place between Lwo and three hundred
pounds to the building fund.

« You will not be surprised, when I say it
affords me much joy, that the liberality of the
people has enabled me to go on conducting the
extensive and complicated machinery of this
station, includingallits schools, without draw-
ing a farthing from your fands. This would
have been delightful under any circumstances;
but at the present moment, when we hear so
much of the embarrassed state of your finances,
it is peculiarly so. "We bless the Lord who
has given our people money, and a heart to
consecrate a portion of it to himself.”?

The Rev. James Roome, of Berbice, informs
the society, that

¢ The services connected with the opening
of the new chapel were held on the Ist and 2d
of January, when the brethren Haywood and

Davies preached. As the chapel will cost 2
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considerable sum, I felt it my duty and privi-
lege to set a good example before my flock on
that occasion, and gave all I had (about thirty-
five guineas.) This was nobly followed by my
beloved people 3 so that the collection cxceed-
ed £400 stetling. I communicate this little
matier respecting myself, simply and only te
show you that I have no wish to spend the
Society’s money, without, in addition to no lit-
{le toil and anxiety, giving of my own, to the
utmost of my ability.

¢« I am, moreaver, vesy happy to be able to
say, the entire income of my station for the
past yeat amounts to 21,000 guilders, exactly
£1,500sterling ; being (exclusive of the thank-
offerings of the people) nearly £300 stetling
more than that of last year.”

The Rev. E. Davies, of New Amsterdam,
who is zealously exerting himself for the erec-
tion of a new and spacious chapel in that town,
reports proceedings in the following terms :—

«Itis not from a wish to spare ourselves
that we cry for help, but rather that we may
be sooner in a position to help the world. Two
thousand pounds sterling, our chuch of only
between 300 and 400 members by all working,
raised towards the cause of God during last
year; so that whils’. we are not ashamed to
to-beg, we are not /90 lazy to labour.”

THE STRANGER GUEST.
(From a Correspondent.)

How soothingly aweet is the stillness of & Sab-
bath in the country. The very air seems filled with
solemnity while the sound of the Church going tell
echoes from rock to rock, and from hilt to moun-
tain, calling upon all to assemble for God’s worship
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and after stopping at the gate to reply to the kind
nterroRatories of their aged pastor——entered the
dwelling. Bonnets and hats are laid aside and soon
they are seated in ¢ Mother’s room.”

“Mamo,” said Harry—the eldest boy of 14.
L. Wilton gave notice in church that the ministers
would all meet hiere this week, and he wanted every
body who could accommodate any of them o send
word to the parsonage to-morrow.”

¢ Mother,” said Julia, springing to her parent’s
side, let Harry and I go, to tell how many we’ll
have, and then I can carry Mr. Wilton some of my
large violets.”

0! Mama, just have Mr. Lovewell, because you
know Papa said he always did us children so much
good.”

¢ Yes, Mother,” said Julia, ‘he told me how to
hear my flowers talk,”?

< Oh! Mother,” said Emma, please let us have
Mr. Carrisforth, because Papa loved him s0 much.”

“Mama, we can have two, because you know
Eliza sleeps with you now, and her room is empty.”

The tears sprung to the widow’s eyes as her boy
thus recalled to her the sad event which had given
her more room, but she wiped them away and said
calmly. My son, we can have no one to stay with
us now ; you know I told you that we should be
compelled to practise self-denial, and economy in
order to.remain on this dear spot at all, and much
as I should love to receire the Servants of the
Lord, yet I cannot feel it to be consistent with my
duty to do s0.”?

¢ Eliza, dear, will you go to Mr. Wilton in the
morning and explain the circumstances to him,

gladly and cheerfully. The birds caro] their sweet- lelling him why we cannot receive any of his

est notes—the bees murmur their song of praise)brethren, and now my children let me hear how

and the flowers? in the language of the poet, much you can tell me of the afiernoon worship,”
“Your voiceless lips, oh! flowers, are living| Eliza read the hymns, Harry the first lcsson, and

preachers ;
Each cup o pulpit, every leaf a book,
Supplying to my fancy numerous teachers
From lowliest nook.”

The widow sat in her lonely house—how tery
lonely a widow’s heart alone can realize. Detained
{rom the House of God by illness, she had found
a “little sanctuary” at home, and the Bible and
Hymn Book by her side, shewed how the time had
been passed.

But the congregation was dismissed, and as she
looked up the elm—o’er shadowed road, a view of
which could be had from her casy chair, she mur-
mured, as the tears rolled dowon her cheeks: ““We
took sweet counsel together, and walked to the house
of God in company.”® Group after group passed,
none forgettiog to offer a selutation to the sick
one—oh! who would exchange, for the cold forma-
lity of towa intercourse, the gushings forth of af-
_feclion which are induced by proximity of residence
dz the country. Her own little flock approached,

Emina the sscond, while each recited all he or she
could remember of the sermon; when they knelt
around their mother as she offered up a prayer that
their Sabbath impressions might not be evanescent,
but might be as seed sown in go0d ground.

Tuesday evening, Mr. Wilton called to inform
Mrs. Herbert that one of his servants having been
attacked with scarlet fever, he begged the favor of her
to accommodate those clergy men he had expected
to entertain, adding that he must consider himself
as her purveyor for the time being, and had given
directions accerdingly.

“Oh! no, said Mrs. Herbert, I cannot allow
that.”?

My dear madam, you know T cannot be called
& poor minister now, siace the death of my uncle,
but youcan remember the time when I was. I
suppose you do nof remember whoss garden it was
that supplied me with vegetables and fruit, nor
whose dairy with butter, nor whose store room with
awcet-meats and perhaps you have forgotten what
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kind physician watched by the sick beds of my dear
ones as one after another they were gathered home.
Will you then murmur that our father gives me the
privilege of repaying a few of these mang loans from
Dr. Herbert 1

The children were delighted that ministers were
to come, though they could not resist grumbling a
little that their pastor should send them those they
did not know.

At length one arrived. ¢ X don’t like Mr. Simp-
gon, Harry,* 5aid Emma, “he docs not scem like
our ministers o bit?’ The same idea was conveyed
by Eliza to her mother. ¢ VWhy cannot all clergy-
ten'be potished men. Mr. Simpson is young, yet
he hus such fough manners, mama, I can hardly
treat him politely.”?

‘The hour of evening svorship arrived, and as the
other gucst had not eome, Mr, Simpson-led their
flevotidns, How fervently he prayed for that father-
less family, and pleaded the promises as one who
would not be denied.

<< 0Oh! my dear Mother,” sail Eliza, as soon as
he had retired, * surely God witl hear that prayer,
Harty will bo a Christian, a missionary.”

¢ Mother, do you hear that murmur, she exclimed’
&n hour alterwards, as she was adjusting the
#nvdlid’s pillotv for the night.?

<]t is the minister at prayer, "1 think,” was the
teply: i

it was midnight, when the daughter again arose
dnd sfill hoard ihe murmur, she must know what it
wvas, and taking the taper in her hand, she noiseless-
1y asceaded the stairs, she stood by the door—ges it
Was 803 the rough uspolished minister was wrestling
with fucob’s God for blessings on fh.ir fumily—on
thetr Pastor—Ukeir Church.

Mr. Simpson noticed, the next morning, an
incroased cordiality in the maonners of Mrs. Her-
bert’s Lamily, but he did not know how often faith
was ifivigorated in the widow’s heart by a reference
to that night of prayer, his example stimulated the
daughter in her practice: of secret devotion § mor did
he see, what may be seen wrilten in the margin of

Eliza Herbfrt’a Bible, opposite the passage. “ Be’

not forgetful to catertain strangers, for_ thereby
some have eatertained strangers unawares.”
Proved true, July 18,

POETRY,
MISSIONARY HYMN.

BY JAMES MONTGOMERY.

Then the north, in darkness shrouded,
Jacob's rising star shall bless ;
And the eastern morn, uclouded,
Bring the Sun of Righteousness,
Cheering, healing,
Siu sick souls in heart’s distress,

Then he? swarthy sons and daughters,
Afric to the Cross shall bring 3
And the angel of the waters
Hicar the vorsl islands sing
¢¢ Hallelujah !*?
Till the wholo Pacific ring.

O thou everlasting Father,

Give the kmgdom to thy Son !
He hath died that he might gather
Al God’a children into one 3

For the travel
Of his goul, let this be donc.

Yes it must be :—Thou hast spoken,
And the convenant shall last ;
Though the arch of heaven were broken,
And the garth’s Toundatlous cast
Down thé abysses,
Yet thy word, O God'! stdnds fast.

On thy holy hill of Zion,
Hast thou not ordain’d his sedt ¢
Now, as Judah’s conquering lion,
Lay all foes Bencath his feet,
Till his araiies
In eternal trismph dieet.

We have joinéd their viarching legions;
Where odr fathers fought, we fight 5
Slavery’s cane fands, Brahma’s régions,
Are exulting at the sight;
Freedom), ffeedom
Comes with Gospel life and light ¢

Al the languages of Babl
Weapons {or this warfare yi¢ld ;
And with these we well are able,
By the Spirit’s aid, to wield,
In the battle,

Truth's sharp sword and (aith’s strong shield

Thus through fifty years victorious,
Thou hast led our brethren on 3
Arm them now for deeds moré glorious,

Till the latest field is won §
And all veople,
Bow the knee and Liss tie Son,

QO joyful, every nation ! )
Hail the day with sacred mirth,
&Vhen the trumpet of salvation
Sounds the Jubilee of earthy
And creation
“Travails with the world’s new birth.
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