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PRICE TWO PENCE. ®

Vor. L]

MONTREAL, MARCIH 22, 1831

MEETINGS,

As we hasten on, and on, and on—
Away through life, and away,

We neet with joy, and love, and flowers,
Tuviting us to stay :

We give the joy an anxious wish,
And the Jove a grentle sigh ;

e pluck 2 few of the fairy flowers,
And bid the rest good bye.

We meet with bright and blessed things,
And things unholy too;

With faces wearing demon smiles,
And bosoms that are true;

Among the nameless, noteless erowd
Of unremember'd men,

We meet with those who waken thouglit
‘T'hat will not sleep again,

We meet with those whose memory,
Like a nightinare on our sleep,

Breathless o'er us ever and znou,
A bitter curse and deep.

Somie write their names upon our heasts ;
Some leave a few fair traces

Of parting words and blank regrets,
And once familiar faces.

Yeu, e'en the fricndly greeting of
A kind wayfuring one,

Mat only once, vy long be fult,
Aud loved and cherisit'd on.

We meet with one whase heart fron: ours,
No chance nor change can sever—

‘Llie heart that flows with quenchless love,
Yor cver, and for ever.

BLut ane shall be the meeting vet,
And one the meeting day,

When the trup of God shall tell the dead,
‘That time hath passed away.

SATURDAY EVENING.

4 Surely it cach man saw another’s heart,
« There would be 1o comumerey,

“ All would disperse

<« And live apart.”

If the asserticn of this homely poet be correct, it augurs a
perverse Lbuse of capacitics alike honvurable and productive
of pleasure. It was the remark of @ wise heathen, and he
never quitted the society of men withont fedling himself less
aman.  Strange, too, when we reficet that men instinetively
seck to hierd together, that the desire of kindly intercourss
is laudable, and that the power of speech, the organ of that
intercourse, is one of the noblest endowments of humanity.
Is it possible that socicty, as a mass, is held in compact by a
general system of concealment 7 It scems the scatence of a

[No. 18.
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hassh judge, to say, that were men sincere in the full extent
of the word, they would fly each other’s presence with hatred,
or enly meet to indulge emotions of indignation ; yet who
that for a moment looks within, and marks the severity with
which iie judges, how prone he is to harsh constructions of
the actions which come before his cognizance, his hasty con-
clusions and his prejudices, but must instantly acknow-
ledge that it would not be expedient te introduce the objects
ol his criticism into the sceret recesses of his mind.  Be-
lieve me, the fabulous window in the human breast would
Le an inconvenience to the most benevolent. A closer exa-
mination nmy perhaps discover to us some alleviating causes
for this unpleasant fact 3 for though no blind apologist for
human frailty, neither should my pen be employed in dark-
ening it with unnecessary shades.—We have melancholy
evidence that man has lost the brightness of his Makers
image ;- be not miine the gloomy task of disguising the faint
traces of that glorious impression which remains, — We must
concede, that much of the censure which in our thoughts we
pass upon men'’s character, springs from uncharitableness and
prejudice, but much also is unavoidably the result of our
perceptions of right and wrong.  If we grant (and who so
wayward as not to allow it) that imperfection is an ingredient
i our nature, then is it impossible to avoid perceiving it 3
disapproval of othiers, may therefore be enteitained in the
mind without unkindness, although the expression of that
sentiment might be cruel and offensive; the most attaclhied
fricnds must be often sensible of the errors of cach; were
their feclings of disapproval made Lknown, the consequence
might be a sudden termination of their intimacy ; but lying
dormant in the mind, they have not strength to engender dis-
like in the one, and are totally unknown to exist in the other.
It follows that a veil of reserve around the thoughts is ne-
cessary, not only by reasux of our nature's perversity, but of
the constitution of our moral frame.  ‘I'o sarvey the subject
in anotlier light, were we empowered to read the passing re-
flections of our friends while in the jnterchange of civilitics,
we should doubtless see many opinions connected with our
own charactets, whose justice we would not impugn, and
whose existence in the bosom even of a friend, we could not
impute to want of affction 3 yet, the perusal would be any
thing but agiecable.  Scli-love would be alarmed, and pride,
the noxious serpant that infests every human heart, would
Taise its repiile head in anger. It is well, then, on every
account, that our thoughts are to the observation of our
fellow-beings as a sealed volume; and woe to him who
should possess the fatzl power of breaking the seal and mas-
tering tha contents.  Let me not be understood to compro-
mise sincerity, that jewel of the wind, in theabsensa of which
all else is uscless glitter. Sincerity, the conservative of so-
cial union, the staft of the mistrusting, the salt of life's feast,
at aice, its seasoning, and the pledge of confidence. It is,
indeed, a wise sincerity, which is the great antidote to the
cvils which obtain in the intercourse of civilized socicty,
Suce ¢ the flowers ol Eden felt the blast,” the consequence
of man’s defection, this virtue remains to us, the stre test of
excellence, and its conscions possession alone bears us on
wmmoved amid the jarring and change, the inconsistencics
and absurdities we daily witress,  Singleness of intention
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affords its possessor compensation for much injustice, and
gives that which outweighs a world's huzzas:  he stands
firnly, even when hunted by open-mouthed slander, who can
conscientiously pronounice hisown acquittal, Weresincerity
and simplicity of specelgnore prevalent, Seneea had spared
his sarcasm; then might conversation be co.nducmd with
frankness, guarded by discretion 3 the swelling words of
mere profession would not be necdcd, pnd.languagc uccom-~
plishing its proper use, would be a divine instrument, from
whose vatious chords the hand of charity and candor might
elicit sounds sweet and invigorating.
1t cannot be denied that great advantages might flow from
beholding ourselves in the faithful mirror of another's im-
ial judgment ; but, it would require some magnunimity
to withstand the shock, not only to our vanity but to our
better fedlings,  With what emotions of grief would we read
the talent censure or weariness or distaste in the heart of a
beloved associate.  Who could endure the chrystal walls of
the palace of truth,  But though we may not, and if wise
we would not, sce the hearts of others, our own may be fully
explored, and in searching the crrors, noting the deficiencics,
or tracing the intricate windings, of that world which lies
open to our view alone, we can form a correct estimate of
man in general.  From a close survey of oursclves, we can
Iearn suficient to guide our patl, and to mitigate the seve-
rity of our judgment. Where we detected obliquity, the
remembrance of dark spots upen our purity, would stay the
ready rcbuke ; fecling innate weakness, we would not pry
unkindly into the infirmitics of another. Might I a little
alter the sentiment of our motto, I would say, that a convic-
tion of our universal liability to error, from which none, no
not one, can plead exemption, should soften our feclings to-
wardsall the vast family among whom wearebrethren. Own.
fng ourselves all transgressors, feeling oursclves all sufferers,
closer should be our communion of forbcarance and kind-
fiess, not ours to disperse and live apart, but hand in hand
to st “a lifc's torrent, often rough, and linked in the sacred
bonds of chatity hiere, together strive for a destiny of holy
peace, in that region of lizht where nothing is hid, but all
shall be known as they arc.

A CANADIAN SONG~—BY MRS. MOODIE.
( From Friendship's Offering for 1834.)

*Tis merry to hear at cvening time,
By the blazing hearth, the sleigh-bells chime ;
And to know cach bound of the steed brings nigher
The fricnd for whom we have heaped the fire.
Light leap our hearts, while the listening hound
Springs farth to hail him with bark and bound.

"Tis he ! and blithely the gay bells sound,

As his sleigh glides over the frozen ground ;
Hark ! he has passed the dark pinc wood,

And skims like a bird o'er the ice bound flood ;
Now he catchics the gleam from the cabin door,
Which tells that his toilsome journey’s o'cr.

Our cabin is small, and coarse our cheer,

But love has spread the banquet here;

And childhood springs to be carcssed

By our well bedoved aud welcome guest ;
With a smiling brow Lis tale he tells,

While the urchins ring the werry sleigh bells.

From the codar swamp the gaunt wolves how),
From the hollow oak Joud whoops thic owl,
Scarcd by the crash of the falling trec ;

But these sounds bring terror no more to me ;
No loager I listen with boding fear,

The sleigh bells’ distant chime to hear.

MANKIND MUTUALLY DEPENDANT.

‘The cold-hearted stoi¢ mnay boastingly nccede to the senti-
ment, that ¢ man is sufficient for himsclf;' but the philan-
thropist rejoices in the beautiful system of mutual depen-
dance which unites him so closely with the whole human
family, He views with pleasure the facilities which the
genius of men has supplied for communication with other
lands 5 for contributing to the necessities, convenience and
case of cach other, by exchanging the products o' diftirent
climes 3 he considers all men as the children of one Parent
improving the advantages witl: which they are favoured, for
the benefit of themselves and ot their brethren.

Not only do these pleasurable feelings arise in the breast
of him whose heart is deeply jmbued with love for the whole
human race, but a little yeflection will excite them in the
mind of one whose views are more selfish and contracted ;
and constrain him to acknowledge the wisdom of a system
for the division of labour, and for the promotion of friendly
intereourse, which maukingd, as it were by mutual consent,
have so universally adopted.

Every vocation in life depends on many others for its
support.  ‘The agriculturists of New-England, said to betlie
most independent class of people, may be adduced as ex-
amples in favour of this assertion; the toils of the black-
smith, the carpenter, & are all put in requisition to cnable
them to cultivare the soil to advantage.

The rich are dependant on the poorer classes, and the
poorer classes on tie wealthy s without the furmer, com-
meree and manufactures would lnguish—and deprived of
the latter, the fatirues of manual labour would be added to
those miental vex:tions from which the afiluent are seldom
exempt.

‘The young look to their superiors in years for counscl
and instruction, and the aged to the vigour of youth and
manhood for support.

A mu:tual dependance exists between the inhabitants of
one clime and those of another; the wealth of one nation is
comprised in its mines of silver and gold, that of another in
the products of the soile  ‘Those who depend on the latter
may be considered as peculiarly favoured ; for where the
former cxist, those arts which constitute the happiness and
prosperity of a people, are almost invariably ncglected.
From this circumstance, indolent habits, Loth of body and
mind, arc induced, and these, in their turn, generate many
vices,

‘T'o the conquests of the Spanish in Ameriea, ay be at-
tributed the low statc of morals, literature, and science,
which prevails among them; for finding that they had ac-
quired, with an extensive territory, a resource for the supply
of all their wants, the natural advantages of their natal land
were disregarded.

The advantages occurring from this system of mutual de-
pendance are many ; the division of fabour, or the devotion
of cvery man’s talent to some particular trade or profession,
is au cconomy.

Should onc man cngage in the pursuits which arc now
apportioned among many, much time would be lost in the
acquisition of kuowledge in various branches; his health
would be impaired from the attention bestuwed on them;
his gain wouid not bein aratioto the cxpenscs incurred ; and
no opportunity would be afforded of attaining to perfoction
in any.

From the consideration that we are continually recipro-
cating favours with our fullow beings, and that there arc
none 3o humble as not to be able 10 render us assistance in
onc way ov anotlier, we should be cxcited to kindness and
hwaility ; under the influcnce of sv benefiocut a sysicm, the
asperities of life should lose their kecuncss, aud al! tbe socizl
fealings of cur nature be expanded.
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THE SWEDI3M MINER®

They've borne him from his ghastly tomb
Uy to the free, glad summer day.
From the cold chieek, the sunny bloom
Of life hath scarcely past away ;
The soften'd flush hath not yet gone
From the death-stricken, tranquil cheek 3
That flush { how sweet to look upon !
Like twilight's soft and mellow'd streak,
This dreamless slumberer doth bear
No tokens of the sepulchre.

Brethren ? around the doad man's bier,
Dwells there no sorrow in your eye ?
Know ye the quict features here?
‘I'he eye, in which deatl’s slumbers lie?
Is there no hoary sire to own
His dead child, neath yon folded pail !
No mourning matron, to kneel down
And pray, at her son’s burial |
Ye're silent as &is death-quencl’d lip
With whom none claim a fellowship ¢

There comes an aged woman ; slow
Is her weak footstep by the dead ;
Time's white and wintry hoar-frosts strew
Thickly the faltering matron'’s head.
She hath seen those grow old and die
Whose feet were with her in lite's morn ;
Uer prayer is, that her dust may Jie,
Soon with her brethren that are gone.
Her pilgrimage shall soon draw near
To its calm close without a tear.

She hath bent low—and put away
‘Che dark locks from his snowy brow ;
Andla! how softly doth she lay
Ier lips to his pale features now.
Methinks some pleasant dream, of years
Long gone, comes o’er her memory 3
For smiles gleam o'er her fuce,—then tears—
Dim tears, o'ershade her kindling eye,
And mournful words come sweet and Jow
From her sad heart's full overtiow.

“ And art thou lying here!

Beautiful as thou wert, whea side by side

Qur wayward feet ranged all the woodlands wide,
In childhood’s thoughtless glee! .

Yes! my beloved, though gene hath many a year,
I well remember thee !

« Xlere is the same white brow

That won my simple heart, when life’s green path

‘Was all a paradise ; methinks it hath
Its same calm beauty yet.

That cheek ! though death hiath somewhat changed it uow,
I never might forget !

“ Thou wearest the red rose
1 gave thce, on that gentle summer’s eve,
tht‘: thou, ail bloom, and hope, and strength, didst
cave
Nec blushing at the door——

* The body of a young Swedish miner was lately disco-
vered in one of the miucs of Dalecarlia, fresh and in a state
of perfect preservation from the action of the mineral wa-
ters, in which it had been immersed.  No one cvuld recog-
nize the body save an old woman, who knew it 10 be that of
her lover,  He had perished fifty years before.

Alas? 1 little drean-*d at that day's close,
My love would come no more,

« After the eapid flight

Of fifty years, tis sweet to my0id age

"To sec thee, ere I close my pilgrimage ;
And now we p. ! thy eell,

Thy gloomy cell { must shut thee from my sight.
T join thee soon.  Farewell.”

THE NUBLANS,

The Nubians are a very distinct race of people from the
Arabs; their dress is commonly a loose white shirt and a
turhan 3 sometimes they are wicovered, except a cloth round
the waist.  They are very superstitious, most of them wear-
ing charms to keep off' ¢the cvil eye,® or some other appre-
hended s

There is & great difference in the features and make of the
several Nubian wibes ; the natives of Elpha are tall and
good looking ; the people of Derry, hideous and deformed ;
the tribe at Armada are small, but handsome, and well
made; they are frugal in their mode of living, subsisting
principally ‘on douro, made into flat cakes, and baked on a
stone which is heated, and sour milk and dates,

‘Ihe women do not cover their faces so scrupulously as the
Atabs; they are not ill looking; are gencrally well made
and have good figures.  They wear a brown garment, reach-
ing down to the ankles ; it is thyown over the right shoul-
der, comes close under the left arm, the shoulder of which is
bare, and has not an ungraceful appearance ; they are very
partial to rings and bracelets; the former are frequently
worn at the nese, the latter are made of one piece of grouad
glass, which not yielding, aud being foreed on as small as
possible, often cause much paine  They always go bare-
footed.  Young girls have a covering round their loins made
of strips of leather, hanging down, and ornamenting with
cowry shells and beads.  “The hair of the women is plaited
somewhat like the men’s, and greased with oil.  The Bara-
bras, from their frugal mode of life, are subject to few
discases; they are all marked with ane, sometimes two scars
on the spine of the biack 3 where they have been burnt for
the cure of an endemiat disease, which attacks them when
young ; this mode of treatment, by drawing all the huntours
to one spot, keeps the discharge open till the patient is re~
cavering, and experience has, doubtless, often shewn it to be
successful. A boy, while we were at Ebsambal, wasin a
state of cure, and accidentally injured the part, which caused
it to bleed; the tuther immediately applied a remedy, by
throwing some sand, of which article there is no scarcity in
the country, on the wound 3 this soon appeased the boy's
eries and pains.

FAR AWAY,

Far uway 1My soul is fur away,
Where the blue sea leaves & mountain shore;
In the woods 1 see my brother play;
Midst the flowers iy sister sings once morc,—
Fur away
Far away 1—My dreams are fur away,
When, at niidnight, stars and shadows reign;
“ Gentle child,” my mother scems to say,
¢ Follow me where houze shall smile again,”~
Fur away !
Far away !—y hope is far away
Where Love’s vaice voung Gladness may restore :
O thou Dove! now soaring through the day,
Lend me wings to reach that brighter shore,—
Far away !
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS ¢
THEIN SCENT, USES, AND MEDICINAL TROPERTIES.

‘The odour of flowers is_known to affect different people
in a varicty of difercnt ®nys, a single plant producing a
fainting scnsation in one individual, that would be valued by
another as possessing a refreshing and reviving influence.
I'he scent of certain flowers, that produce headaches in
some, will be totally innoxious to others; and one man may
be charmed with the smell of a flower, which anothier would
deem offtnsive.  Flowers also may be placed in quantitics
in a room without injury to the waking inmates, but they
are gencrally supposed highly insalubrious to those who may
inhale their odours while asleep,  Flowers, with some few
exceptions (the rose and violet, for example), exhale their
perfume only while the plant isliving’; ‘that which procceds
from the bark and other parts of the plant continues to be
emitted after death.  Some flowers emit their odours only
at certain periods.  Those having an ambrosial smell, exhale
only after t, and the appearunce of some plants corres-
ponds with the nature of their scent.  Musky-scented flow-
ers, for instance, are always of a yellowish and purple colour,
and a dull apy isi tive, it is said, of' the delete-
rious nature of their perfume.

Again, tho scent of some plants is not perceptible until
after they are cut down, and exposed to the influence of
cither the sun or artificial heat.  Grass, while growing,
posscsses no particular smell, but, when made into hay, it
scents the country around ; this may probably proceed from
no particular plant, but a commixture of the various herbage
of the crops.  The wood of the ash tree, when burned in a
green state, will emit a fragrance like that which proceeds
from the violet and mezerion, and this it will diffuse to a
very considerable distance.  The glands of the fraxinella,
from which it exhales its scent, are large enough to be scen
by the naked eye, and the is so combustible, that it
will burn when a light is placed within its influence.  The
garden nightshade has the praperty of causing sleep to over-
power those who may inhale its odour ; and all have heard
of the upas-tree, which (though we may n st give credit to
the exaggerated accounts of its deadly powcr) possesses, with-
out doubt, an uncommonly deleterious quality of vapour.
‘The odour of plants and flowers, which scems thus to inhe-
rit the property of creating such a diversity of feclings in the
human frame, is consi lered by naturalists to be an excretory
scerction, forming a gas or vapour, which in some is sup-
posed to proceed from the petals transmitted from the plant
by the clause at its base, and, cscaping through orifices on
their surface, at others from the nectaries, or various parts
which compose their blossoms.  Although the cifect pro-
duced by the gas or vapeur is snfficiently visible, yet, as far
as regards & knowledge of its nature, we remain totally un-
informed.  All we can conjecture is, that it must be a body
composcd of solid particles, each body pussessing a power of
affecting the senses of animals, in a manner peculiar to itself.
The object which nature had in view in bestowing this pro-
perty on flowers and plants, is also hidden from our ken;
but it is not improbable that it may be for the purpose of
informing the multifarious tribes of the carth vhere the sup-
ply of necessarics fitted for their sustenance may be found.
Different plants have various and oppusite qualities: some
possessing the most nutritious ingredients, others containing
the most deadly poisons ; and while some have the power of
tainting the air to a certain extent with their deleterious
odours, all have a tendency to purify it of certain particles
which are injurious to animal existence.  Animals, by the
use of vegetables for food, consume a large quantity of car-
bon, or charcoal, a part of which is only necessary for the
well-being of the individual; and the superfluous part is,
thercfore, exhaled by the breath, which consequently con-
taminates the surrounding atmosphere. A man, it is calen-

lated, exhales in breathing no less than 11 oz of charcoal
every day.  ‘The vegetable world, on the contrary, far from
being injured by an over quantity of carbon, is ever requiring
an augmentation of its stores; and plants therefore absorb
from the air, when it comes in contact with the sap at the
apertures or stomas situated on the surface of their leaves,
that part which would otherwise be so detrimental to animal
life.  Mr. Senuebier covered a plant, which was growing in
a pot of carth, with a glass bell full of water, and in the
course of a few hours found a quantity of air in the bell.
Ie repeated the experiment with water which had been
boiled, in order to deprive it of its air ; and in this instance
no air was produced in the bell. At length Mr. Senncbicr,
in the prosccution of his experiments, discovered the cause
of this phenomenon.

Water, in its natural state, contains a quantity of carbonic
acid, which js a composition of oxygen and carbon. The
plant had therefore absotbed the catbonic acid; and, with
the action of the sun's rays on its leaves, had decomposed the
acid, had retained the ecarbon, but had exhaled the oxygen
by the stomas,

The quantity of carbon thus acquired by plants hac been
aseertained by the following ingenious experiment, made by
M. de Saussure.  Ile transplanted fourteen periwinkles into
vases: he watered seven of them with distilled water, and
the other seven with water in its natural state.  After some
days, he found that the former had acquired ro additional
carbon ; but thé latter had accumulated so much, that their
wood was one.sixth heavier than the forwer.

Carbon being the principal ingredient of plants, their
growth, and conscquent welfare, depend on a constant supply
of it; and in order to render it fit for assimilation, or, in
other words, to prepare it for forming a nutritive substance
for the food of the plant, it is necessary that it should pre-
viously be combined with oxygen. ‘This chemical process
can only be performed by the aid of the solar light ; plants,
therefore, during the night, inhale oxygrn in order to com-
bine it with the carbon which is contained in the animal and
vegetable matter, which the sap also holds in solution ; and
on the return cf day, the carbonic acid thus formed is de-
composed by the solar influence, and the oxygen restored to
the atmosphere, together with that portion which has been
absorbed from the soil by the roots. ‘Lhis is what renders
flowers placed in a sleeping room injurious to the inmate, by
the great absorption of the air.

Various plants possess in themselves a property of nusri~
ment, and at the same time a poison.  In such cases, how-
ever, the poisonons portion is never found in the food of the
plant.  In the pulp of the peach, for example, there is no
sign of the prussic acid which scents its flowers and taints jts
kernel; and if the embryo of the yewherry was removed, its
pulp, it is supposed, would be harmless. Amongst roots,
such is alsothe case  Lotatoes, it is known, contain a poison
which it sceretes inits skin, or immediately Leneath it; and
the rind of the common turnip, which, though probably not
poisonous, is acrid and pungent in a greater degree than the
bulb itself.

The poisonous juice of the nettle, which is known to maise
in blisters the skin of whoever may touch it, is contained in
the hair which is obscrved on its leaves, while the other
parts of the plant are altogether haimless. Al stinging
plaunts effuse this juice, by of very mi lands, situ-
ated cither at the points of these hairs or at their base, which
hairs may be compared to those that grow on the orifices of
the pores of the human skin. When the gland is situated
on the peint of the hair, the liquid which it containz is of an
innocent nature; but when situated at its base, it is acrid,
caustic, and poisonous. The sting is inflicted by the hair,
which, picreing the skin, pours the poison into the wound,
and causes the effects already described.
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Nettles, when softened by moisture, are quite harmless,
because the hair by that means losing its elasticity, cannot
muke the incision necessary for the introduction of the poi-
son, and therefore no sting is felt.  Stinging plants may also
be handled with impunity after death, if dried ; for although
in this case the instrument may be capable of stinging, yet
the juice is no longer fluid, and therefore cannot flow into
the wound,

The cassava of central America, of which the Indisns
make their cassava bread, not only belongs to a very poison-
ous class of plants, but is, when raw, a deadly poison, ‘L'he
perennial mercury, or “dog's cabbage,” so called from dogs
preferring it to other plants when they want to physic them-
selves with vegetable substances, may be caten when well
boiled, though it will still retain an aperient quality ; but
when raw, or even when roasted or fried, it is a powerful
poison,  The fruit of the fig and mulberry is catable, but
the juice of both is poisonous, particiularly that of the fig.
‘I'he juice of the poppy, which maintains so high a rank in
the estimation of medical practitioners, produces a most po-
tent poison 3 yet the sanitory purposes to which it is applied
by a different mode of preparation, are too well known to
be here described,  ‘Fhis juice is obtained from the unvipe
seed of the white poppy, and in Asia Minor whale fields are
sown with the sceds of this plant,  When the heads are
nearly ripe, they are wounded on one side with a pointed
instrument, and a white liquor is distilled from the wound,
which the heat of the sun hardens on the plant.  ‘This is
gathered next day, when fresh wounds are made on the op-
posite side of the sced-vessel ; but what comes (rom the first
incision is greatly saperior to that which flows from the
second.  ‘This is opium, which, after being gathered in the
mamner deseribed, is moistened with a snull quantity of
water, or honey, until it becomes of the consistency of piteh,
when it is formed into cakes or rolls for sale.  Tincture of
opium, which is made by gistilling it in spirits of wine, is
called laudanam.  The foxglove, which is so common in
Scotland and England, js very useful for medicinal purposes,
yet is very poisonous. The honey-flower, a Cape plant,
produces more loney than any othier plant; so muclt so,
that a tea-spoonful may be collected every merning from
cach of its numerous flowers 3 but the strong and disagreca-
ble smell of the plant indicates a poisonous quality,  There
is another plant, the “crown bmperial,® which produces
nearly as much honey, but the plant is so poisonous that the
bees will not use it

‘The general usefulziess of plants is so well known, that it
would be altogether superfluous to cnter into any very
lengthy observations on the subject; yet the mention of a
few of those which do not often come under gencral obser-
vation, may not be found uninteresting. ‘The clothicr's
teazle, now so much cultivated in the west of England, af-
fords a solitary instance of a natural production being ap-
plied to mechanical purposcs, in the state in which it is pro-
ducedd.  Many attempts have been made to supersede the
teazle, by contrivances designed for the same use, but all in
vain; every fresh invention has been abandoned as defective
or injurious, and the teazle, it is allowed by all, can only do
the work.  The heads of the teazle are composed of incor-
porated flowers, vach separated by a long, rigid, chafly sub-
stanee, the terminating point of which is furnished with a
fine hook : this is fastened round the edge of a large broad
wheel, which is kept turning, while the cloth is held against
these heads, by which means the ends of the wool are drawn
out from the manufactured cloth, 8o as to bring a regular
nap on the surface, free from knottings and twistings, th.
loose parts combed off, and the picce is finished when the
cloth ccases to yield any resistance to the free passage of the
wheel. The dressing of a piece of cloths requires from fifs
teen hundred to two thousand of these heads to accomplish
the work: properly.

An infusion of sage leaves is sometimes used at tea; and
the Chinese are surprised that Furopeans should come to
them for tea, when they have plenty ot saze, which the Chi-
nese think far superior. ‘The Duteh have long been in the
habit of colleeting, not only in Holland, but in the south of
France, large quantitivs of sage leaves, which they dry like
tea, and pack in cases for exportation to China, where, for
every pound of sage, they receive four pounds of ters Rua
bia tinctornm, or “dyer’s madder,” conumon in the west of
England, affords o very beautiful searlet dye, which is ex-
tracted from the root, and which imparts a corresponding
colour to the milk, and even to the bones of the animals
which feed upon it.

I'rom the apening and shutting of several flowers, as welt
as leaves, we may judge of the state of the atmosphere. 1€
the Siberian sow-thistle shuts at night, the following day
ity be expected to be fine; if it remains open, it is fndica-
tive ol rain.  1If the African marygold continuces shut in the
worning long alter its usual time for opening, rain is ap-
proaching.  ‘The convolvulus, bind-weed, and scarlet pim-
pernel, even after they have opeved, will shut themselves up
again, on the approach of rain,  From this circustance, the
pimpernel has obtained the name of the ¢ poor man's weather
glass.”  In furmer times, when it was believed that the cure
of almost every discase might be cfiected by the application
of' preparations from habs and flowers, the plants were
quaintly denominated after the disease they were stpposed
capable of curing ; such as, all-heal, hreak-stone, bruise-wort,
wout-weed, fever-weed, &e. &eo Our forefathers had also
plants which were thought equally serviccable in healing
mental disorders, and were accordingly called heart's-case,
Joose-strily, true-love, &eo &e. 3 and they carried their obser-
ance of plants so far a8 to suppose that the flower of' the
large white Jily indicated the price of wheat by the bushel,
for the cnsuing year, every blussom being equivalent to a
shiliing.

MUSIC'S MEMORIES,

BY Milss DUNRBAR MOODIYT. N

‘The strains we hear in foreign lunds
No echo from the heart can claim,
The chords are swept by stranger’s hands,
And kindle in the breast no flame,
Sweet though they be.
No fond remembrance wakes to fling
Its hallowed influence o'er the chords,
As it a spirit touched the string,
Breathing in soft harmonivus words,
Wild melody

The music of our native shore
A thousand lovely seenes endears,
In magic tones it murmurs o'er
‘The visions of onr carly years,—
‘The love of youth.
Tt wreathes again the flowers we wreathed
Iu childhood's bright unclouded day,
It breathes again the flowers we breathed
At faney's shrine, when hope was gay,
Aad whispered truth.

It calls before our mental sight,
Dear ferims whose tuneful lips are mute,
Dright sunny eyes, long closed in night,
Warm hizarts, as broken as the Jute
That charmed our ears.
Tt thrills the breast with feelings decp,
Toao deep for language to impart,
Tt bids the spirit joy or weep,
In tones that sink into the heart,
And melt in tears.
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TUE MANNERS OF THE JEWS.

—

TRAVELLING,

Most of the travelling mentioned in the Bible was on
foot. ‘The journeys of our Lord and of his Apostles all
appear to have been so muade.  ‘The taking up carriages,
Acts xxi, 15, means taking up the luggage or baggage, not
getting into coaches, or what we call carriages.

The chariots mentioned in the Bible were little, if at all
better than carts. ‘The nobility even of England had no
better wheel conveyances three hundred years ago.  The
chariot in which the cunuckh rode, Acts vii. 28, was also
something like a cart,

We often read of the Camel in scripture, particularly in
the book of Genesis, It is the most useful animal for tra-
velling in the East through the sandy deserts, as it can go
for a long time without water, and its feet ave particularly
adapted for those countries.  ‘Ihe women usually travel in
asort of basket or eradle.  Rel and her damsel, no
doubt, did so. Gen. xxvis 61, G5, ‘The camel in the East
is expressively called * the ship of the desert.”

Asses were used by persons of rank, Judg, v. 10; x. 43
xil. 14; also for travelling, Josh. ix. 4, 1 Kings xiii. 23,
2 Kings iv. 24, 2 Sam. xvi. 2, 1 Sam, xxv. 20. And my
readers will recollect that our blessed Lord himself rode upon
an ass, in his triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  The patri-
archs had no horses.  Egypt was famous for them, but there
were few or none in Judea. The Jewish ruler was forbid-
den to procure them, Deut. xvii. 16.  ‘This prohibition was
to prevent them from trusting in their own strength as a
nation, and to hinder them from having commerce with
Egypt, whence Solomon procured his lrorses, 1 Kings x. 23,
2 Chron. ix. 28, The Arabs now are fumous for their
horses, which urc remarkably swift,

Tue ancient Greeks were very attentive tostrangers, as we
find from Homer, and several other old writers; and any
instances of unkindness or injury done to a stranger was
considered a very great erime,  We find several cases of this
sort mentioned in the Bible, and the attention paid to stran-
gets among the Arabs is strongly proved by many instances.

Captain Itby and Mangles relate, that on two occeasions,
they arrived at an Arab’s camp very late.  They halted before
a tent, but found the owner and his family, having arrangad
their carpets, &c., had retired to rest for the night. It was
surprising, they say, to sce the geod humour with which all
rosc again and kindled a fire, the wife kneading the dougi.
and preparing supper, while the Arabs who accompanied as
guides made no apology, though the night were Litter cold,
but took all as a matter of course.

Christians, in the first ages, scldom travelled without lot-
ters from some persons well known to the brethiren, and they
were sure of o kind reception wherever they went.  Calmet
thinks that the second and third cpistles of St. Joln were
letters of this sort.

‘When a person had once been received as a guest, he was
always expected to call again whenever he came that way,
and those which received him would also eall on him, if they
visited his country. . "Their children continued to do the
same, and they used to provide themselves with some token,
as proof of this friendship. It was usually a picee of Jead
or stone which was divided in half, one picce was kept by
cach family, and produced when ‘any of them visited the
other.  Sometimes a name was written upon it.  This cus-
tomseems to be alluded to in that beautiful passage, Rev.
ii. 17, where it is said, « To him ‘that o.orcometh will 1
give a white stone, and in the stone & new name written,
which no man knowcth save he that receiveth it.”

TUE WIDOW AND UER SON,

Shie sat beside her eottage-door,
A friendless, solitary thing ;
Ier soul with trembling thought ran o'er,
Aund long-pass’d griefs had power to wring
From her, that eve, unbidden tears,
Such as she had not shed for years.

Ifer thought was of the buoyant time
When play'd Leor children round hier knee ;
Aud life was as the torning prime,
With fresh dews on the leafy tree ;
Till strong afftetions, one by one,
Were broke, and lifc's last joy was gone?

Oi beautiful children, once her pride,
That wither'd while she had no fear;
Of sons in distant climes that dicd,
Alone, with none to tend or cheer ;
Tut most of him who lately went,
Young, ardent, on adventure bent.

But, if he died by land or sea,

Or lived in peace on some bright shore,
Or pined in hopeless misery,

She knew not @ traveller never bore
Tidings of him ; and nc’er was sent
Message or token since he went.

She sat absorbed in torturing thought,
Unheedful of what passed around—
Though gazing, yet perceiving nought—

Though sifent, listening to no sound,—
Unconscious that a stranger stood
Before her, marvelling at hier mood.

At length she saw a weary man,
Like one by age or grief subdued,
Or cxile, whose thin check grew wan
In some life-blasted solitude 3
T.ong gazed she on his wasted frame,
Ere tardy recognition eame.

Then saw she, with instinctive glanee,
All mind and body had gone through,
That life had been but evil chiance—
By sunken cye and pallid hue,
By lines of agony aud care,
And by his thinned and whitened hair.

Her son, the one for whom she wept,
“The long-lost child for whom she prayed,
The youngest hope, whose image kept
Within her memory not to fade——
"T'was he, alas ! with alter'd micn,
In love alone as he had been.

Beside her cottage-door he leant
Whole days in melgncholy mood,

Like one whose streffgth to act was spent,
Reckless of evil or of good ;

And busy neighbows, passing by,

Said he had but yeturned to die.

Those summer eves he would relate
His perilous life by land and sea;

‘The changes of his dreary fate, «
And dark years of captivity,

Of hardships, wrongs, and savage strife,

When death seemed welcomer than life.
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‘Fhen told he of rome faiter scene,
Where it had been his hap to roam
Through cypress marsh, Savannah green,
Where the dark Indian finds lis home 3
And of kind nature, undebased
In those pure children of the waste.

OM, joyful mother was she then !
Listeniing the marvellous tales he told~—
How rescued trom ferocious men,
The fell, intractable and bold,
Ficrce pirates of the southern main,
Ie came, with mark of brand and chain,

Yet saw she with slow unbelief,

That joy nc’er warm’d his wither'd clieek ;
‘That suflerings, misery, aud grict)

Had left hiw spirit-bowed and weak ;
And time might pass, but never more
Life’s energy or hope restore.

She tended him by night and day,
Noting how swittly lite declined,
Wearing herselt the while away,
‘With patient love that ne'er repined—-
But ¢'er the autumin leaves were red,
Mother and son were with the dead.

WINTER.

‘The winters of the present day have degenerated.  Mud
in iusufferable quantities, and rain like the forty days of old,
are all we have in exchange for the merry days of sy yonth,
when the carth wore his best coat of snow for at Jeast four
good months, nor put it off' until the spring thawed him out
of his dominions. Ol the merry days of my boyhood—the
sleigh rides—the balls—the parties—where are they 2 Echo
only answers.  But to-night Ihave had a taste of olden
time. *Tis a fine clear night as ever showered frost.  The
moon is shining like a bright lamp in the heavens, to light
all happy partices to pleasure ; the air is Jike powdered glass,
which tingles in your nose as you snuff it up—the sleigh
bells are jingling, while the sleighs ereal over the frosty way,
and I feel as once I felt, when my sweetheart and I were
behind a horse as fleet as the wind, in a sleigh you could lift
in your hands, skimming along to the music of some fifty
bells, over such a fall of snow as the yearlings of our time
have never scen.  Oh, those were merry times—but they
were—how mournfully that word sounds in my car.  That
simple word sings a requiem over the pust, and dismally
clouds the present.  Those days are gone. My sweetheart
is my wife—my noble horse trotted himself out of existence,
dragging a stage, and the glory of the winter has departed.
Even the days when Mother Bunce wiclded the flip iron—
but stop—Mother Bunce is gone too—she has made her last
mug—the flip iron is cold—she hath flourished it for the
Tast time; that hand which beat the eggs, which dipped the
_ iron, which mixed the mug—ismixed in dust.  Fain would

1 stop here, to give « passing tribute W thy many virtues,
thou mother of the mug, but I cannot—my hcart is too full,

Nothing is as it used to be, but this merry night has given
a shadow of my former days, and made iy blood dunce as
it did of yore. ~ It tempted me out.  Yes, reader, I threw
aside my wonted gravity, and the beauty of the night made
me foolish cnough to go out, and gricvously have I been
disappointed.  There is nothing as it once was.  Never
before did a sleigh ride start this confounded theumatism—
never before did a sleigh ride shiake my nerves Jike this—
never before did. sleigh bells sound so melancholy~—never
before went horses so slow. I have eome home sick of the
present and full of the past.  The workl has growa old
before its time ; it has grown 0ld faster than I have mysulf.

Reader, you may not believe it, but I have seen the time
when you could not have seen the fences for three months,
and the beantiful fields of snow were covered over with a
thick crust, so the only care you had to take was not to drive
against trees. I have seen the snow sometimes piled so
conipletely over houses, that they had to cut their way out
through the drift to get into the street, and walk under an
arch of snow for months together.  But I shall never see
such times againe  Qur snow storms now are merely a foew
feathery flukes for an hour or two, instead ot whole clouds
of snow driving through the air for days together, s it on-
other world of down were shattered over use  From the
taste T have had to night, I am content to leave sleigh riding
to itself for the rest of my life, and quietly get through my
few remaining winters, without feeling my heart swell, and
casily slide out of this world, thinking only of a joyous
sleigh-ride as among the things that were.

PILGRIW’S EVENING SONG TO THY LEVENING STAR,

O soft star of the West }
Gleaming far,

‘Thou'rt guiding all things hence,
Gentle stay !

From rock and fouming wave
‘The scia-bird to her nest;
‘T'he hunter from the hills,
‘The fisher back to rest.
Light of a thousand brooks,
Gleaming fur !
Q soft star of the West,
Blessed star!

No liowery roof is mine,
No hearth of love and rest,
Yet guide me to my shrine,
O soft star of the West !
‘There, there my home shall be,
Heaven's dew shall wet my breast,
When prayer and tear gush free,
O soft star of the West!

BRASS.

Corinthian brass,
Which was a mixture of all metals but
The brazen uppermost.—Dox Juax.

The three r v qualifications for good oratory were
said by Demosthenes to be, action—action—action ; and
were any body to put the question, what are the three things
most essential to advancement in life, the answer would be,
brass—brass—brass ; Lrass in all its ramifications—{rom the
brazen front of the barrister, brow-beating his way to the
woalsack, to the retined ‘or-molu’ of the pretty woman who,
with the help of a pair of fine eyes, a blushing countenance,
and unblushing mind, wins her way to the attainment of her
object, in spite of all the opposition of her antagovists and
of propricty, There is, indecd, no instance in which brass
is so perfectly cfticacious as on the face of a pretty woman.
Any analyser of socicty may discern this kind of brass in the
face of 2 managing mamma's obtaining partuers for quad-
rilles, and for life, for long trains of daughters, in whose little
dash of coquetry and ton the incipient metal begins to ap-
pear; and none can doubt the efficacy of the talisman, when
we sce retiring modesty languishing through the cvening on
a sofs, without the chance of a partoer, aud growing up into
old maidenhood without the hope of a h

OFf this precious metal there are many differcut species, all
equally useful in their way.
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There is your dinner brass, which first obtains the card of
invitation, and then drinks all the champagne, und engrosses
all the conversation.  ‘Fhere is your Ahnack’s brass, that,
without any preteusion, asks the finest woman in the oom,,
and leads her to the set, in spite of a frowning mother, whose
planning and plotting to vbtain a certain rich or titled pere
sonage, is thus in an instant overturneds  ‘L'here is your
tradesmun’s brass, that asks double the value of an article;
and your gentleman's brass, that orders the article, and gets
it alittle under its real value, or never paying for it at all.
There is your creditor's brass, putting the brazen hunocker
at your door out of countenance, with u ¢ qualm-producing”
tingle knock cvery morning betore ten, till he is paid ; and
your debtor’s brass, who drives bis eabriolet through Dond-
street and DPiceadilly, carclessly running the gauntlet of
shops, in every ledger of which his name appears in ncat
round text, followed by thuse cabalistical letters, Dr. and
L. s & ‘Lhen there is your lover's brass, that like the doc-
tor's, is soft and malleable, and fuses into tears, * each drop
of which would prove a crocodile.” us occasiou requires.
‘I'here is the couttier’s brass, so highly polished that like the
camclion, it takes the hue of the objects by which it is sur-
rounded.  But more valuable than all, is that which may
be designated the modest brass-—the brass which hus learned
to blush, and which has so snuch the appearance of that
golden modesty, the brightest jewel in a woman’s dower,”
that, like well-coined counterfeits, it is very apt to pass cur-
rent for the real metal with more than half the world

With regard to the possession of this precious metal, in
spite of Locke’s white-paper system of ideas, sume are cer-
tainly born with it; others acquire it with their classics at
Eton and Westminster, end get it confirmed at Oxford or
Cambridge. Some catch it as they do the small-pox, by a
too indiscriminate intercourse with the world; and others
adopt it in sclf-evidence when thoy find modesty and difli-
dence driven off the field.

In all circumstances of life, and in all situations of socicty,
& certain portion of it is necessary 3 and & man who cannot
swim may as well jump into the sea without corks, as attemnpt
to keep his head above water in the world without brass,

TO A BEAUTIFUL BOY.

Boy ! thou art like a dew-fed streamlet rushing
Brightly and purcly from its mountain hone,

‘T'o where young buds, spring’s carliest giits, are blushing,
And thirsty fields and fainting plants say “Comg "

Impetuous boy ! in Fancy’s bright fane dwelling,
‘Without one cure to shade thy glorious brow—

With glance of fire and bosom proudly swelling—
With generous thought and passion’s fiery glow.

Parents who fondly love thee watch the blending
Of thy dark lashes when sweet dreams are nigh ;

‘Then ruby lips their faithful prayers are sending
For thee to Him who rules thy destiny.

Boy ! may thy life star sct in pomp and beauty.—
A voice, a halo consecrate thy tomb ;

Telling to after times, “‘Ilic path of duty
Ends in the spirit's native, heavenly home "

CONNUBIALITILS,

Loveis theepitome of our whole duty ; and all the endear-
ments of socicty, so long as they are lawful and honest, are
not only consistent with, but parts and expressions of it.

Marriage enlarges the scene of our happiness or misery ;
the marriage of love is pleasant, the marriage of interest easy,
and a marriage where both meet, happy.

Wotnen go further in love than men, but men outstrip
them in friendship.

As some wonien Jose reputation rather for want of discre-
tion than for want of virtue, so others prescrve theirs by their
diseretion only.

Women are pleased with courtship, and thie most disdain-
ful cannot but be complaisant to those that tell them of their
attractions.

Jome men say that it is hard to determine which is the
more troublesome, a maid’s reserve or a wite's forwardness,

A woman that has but one lover thinks herself to be no
coquet ; she that lias several, concludes herselt no more than
4 coquet.

Reciprocal love is justice; constant love is fortitude 5 se-
cret love is prudence.

It is the hardest thing in love to feign it where it is not,
or hide it whereit is; but it is casier counterfuited than cone
cealed.

"I'he face of her we love is the fuirest of sights, and her
voice the sweetest hurmony in the world,

A man is more reserved on Lis friend'’s concerns than his:
own 3 @& woman, ot the contrary, keeps her own sceret bet-
ter than another's. .

A woman will think herself slighted if sho is not courted,
Dut pretends to know hierself too well to believe your flattery.

Absence is to Jove what fasting is to the body ; a little
stimulates it, but a long abstinence is fatal.

‘The greatest pleasure of lifeislove ; the greatest trcasure,
contentment 3 the greatest possession, health ; the greatest
case, is sleep 3 and the greatest medicine, a true friend.

Alcibiudes being astonished at Socrates' patience, asked
Lim how he could endure the perpetual scolding of bis wife ?
« Why,” said he,* as they do who arc accustomed to the or-
dinary noise of wheels to draw water.”

There is an ol lialian saying, that women are magpics
at the door, syrens in the window, saints in the churel, and
devils in the housc.

In marriage, prefer the person before wealth, virtue before
beauty, and the mind betore the body 3 then you have a ‘wife,
a friend, and & companion. |

FRIENDSHID.

=« When fortune smiles, and life is prosperous and fair,
then it is that the nominal and true friend way scem alike
sincere,”  ‘Lhen it is that small and great, rich aud poor,
bond and free, bow at youshrine, and prostrate themselves as
it were at your feet,  But when unfortunately the dark
clouds of surrow and disappointment gather thick around
you, and you find yourself baset with troubles, losses, crosses,
and disappointments, on every side, then you are ready to
cxclaim, “XYortune can create fricuds, but adversity alone
can try them.”  Your friends of fortune will desert you.
"They will laugh at your misfortunes, and heap upon you
shame and disgrace. ‘They will sink you, if possible, lower,
in point of lionour and seputation, and in all your attewpts
to rise, cross and blight you at every turn.

But not so with the true friend.  Though all your earthly
prospects are cut off; hic will not desert you, but if possible
administer to your relicf.  Let us, therefore, cultivate and
cherish that friendship, and that alone, which will not di-
minish, though soriows oppréss and afllictions invade us:
that, too, which will cheer and animate us amid our darkest
hours, and shinc brightest in affliction’s night.
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