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LOOKING FOR LIGHT.

FROM TIIE MABONIC XCLECTIC.

‘We suppose that when a profune has been initia-
ted, passeg and raised, and is given to understand
that the ceremonies through which he has passed
are, so to spcil, but the casket in which the Jewels
of Masonry ure enclosed, the key by the aid of
which he is to find his way to the inner sanctuary
and be enabled to work out fur himself the problems
that may be presented to hiu, it is intended thus
to impress upon his mind the fact that the true
light will not rcach him unless he places himself
within the influence of its rays, and to _encourage
him to look for and find light of himself.

‘We suppose that the object of the many publi-
cations on the subject of Masunry has been not
only to disseminate such light as their authors may
have obtained, but to encourage others to seek, and
having found, to divide with brothers and fellows
the results of their findings.

We sulppose that the great mass of the Fraternity,
constantly increasing in numbers by accretions from
the profane, are not thoroughly familiar with all
that };Iasonry has to offer in the way of instruction,
do not even know many of the most elementary
truths of its_doctrine, and especially have not so
thoroughly digested its system of jurisprudence
that they can at once lay hands on the law and
equity of any given case.

We supg\c/)[se that it is better for Masonry, and
better for Masons, that, not knowing, they should
seek information, and that those who do know
should esteem it not only a privilege but 2 duty to
aid those who are earnestly looking for_light with
such information as may be calculated to direct
their inquiries in proper channels, and make the
%k of searching as pleasant and attractive as possi-

e.

‘We suppose that one of the objects to be attamed
by Masonic journalism is the dissemination of
instruction on all such points as may be publicly
treated, thus offering a medium for the ready and

rompt solution of Eﬂﬁgultles which to the youne
KIason are sometimes of very great importance, and
8 Wrong impression ¢f which might lead hum astray
on matters of greater moment.

.. We suppose that the editor of a Masonic journal
if he be conscientious in the discharge of his impor-
tant duties, if he will before answering a question
take the trouble fo ascertain the authoritative
decision on it, has just as good a right to impart the
information in his possession as any other man, and
that a Mason must needs be a Grand Master before
his eyes can be opened to the law, the philosophy,
the history, symbolisms and teachings of the instita-
tion, is what the subjects of the Sultan call “bosh.”

HAMILTON, C. W., FEBRUARY, 1867.

NO. 5.

We take it for granted that the thousands of
young men annually received into Masonry do not
at once become experts, though they may desire to
do =0 ; that the mere fact of being placed in posscss-
ion of a copy of the by-laws does not qualify them
to solve many apparently simple questions, nor at
once place them among those who ought to know if
they don't ; because i s a fact that Masonic know-
ledge and Masonic skili can only be attained by
industry and perseverance, and they do not, like
the pig in Paddy’s dream, run about the streets
crying “ate me,” *ate me.” It is therefore, obvious-
ly proper that these young Masons should seek
instruction 1rom thyse they believe qualified to
impart it

‘We take it for granted, as a logical sequence of
the foregoing, that when one set of initiates have
mastered the rudiments and got a fovthold on the
road to proficiency the work of instruction is by no
means completed, but that other inidates having
the same right to knowledge, teeling the smne need
of light, will *n turn propound the samne questions
and be entit] 'd lo the same answers, and sv on ad
infinitum, and that hence when any one finds fault
because some question is asked with which he is
perfectly fainiliar he should be reminded that there
was a time when he, standing in neced of that self-
same information, was glad to_find some one able

and willing to impart it to him. We presume,
therefore, that we shall all agree with Grand Master

Joun Q. A. Fellows, of Louisiana, when he says:

* Although the labors of the past year have been
somewhat arduous, yet in matters of serious moment
my official acts have been comparatively few. Of
the minor questions and matters of business I may
refer to letfers making inquiry as to sume point of
Masonic law, already determined, and to answer
which only required a reference to the authority or
a statement of the solution in general terms. " To
almost any one familiar by the every-day experience
of years many of the questions would seem too
trivial to require an answer, and yet 2 moment’s
retlection would serve to convince the wisest of us
that our wisdom was in a great measure acquired
by the_laudable seeking after knowledge, such as
these inquiries manifest; and hence, instead of
being even tacitly reprehended as a needless exhibi-
tion of ignorance, a spirit, a desire for improvement
is manifested, which 1s in every sense commendable,
and should on all occasions be ‘encouraged.”

It has been well said that there is no royal road to
knowledge, and this saying is specially applicable to
Masonic acquisition. e see daily developments of
a desire to know all about the society, and we see,
too, that the zeal thus brought into play is, in a
majority of cases, perverted into a red hot devotion
to skill in repeating the words of the ritual, that in
many, many instances of a brother who, by dint ot
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perserverance, at last finds himself able to repeat
the whole phraseology of initiation, puts on the
mental strut of a he-pigeon, and says to himself,
“soul, thou art indeed rich, for thou art Master of
Masonry ;” while to the most common-, lace question

touching the history, spirit or law of Masonry h
would be unable to repﬁr. Y e

This zeal is not accordmng to knowledge, and
needs the directing hand of experience, that it may
be trained to higher and better purposes; for that is
not the most Proﬁtublc labor which stops at the
front door and leaves all the other parts of the house
untouched and unexplored. The ritual is an excel-
lent thing in its place, and needs some one or more
in cach iodge capable of rehearsing it with skill
and cffect, that 1t may thus pass {rom one generation
tv another as little changed as possible; but this is
not the whole of Masonry, nor is it a worth
e¢xhibition of intellectual skll to be satistied wi
grohclency therein.  Mere rituabsts will rarely

ecome exemplars of Masonry in its best sense,
because they find greater opportumty to exhibit
their gifts to admiring auc..nces than thev would if
they took post in the ranks of the delvers. And
yet, naving passed through a portion of either
experience, we can assure our youthful brethren
that there 1s more real satisfaction in studying out
some question of history, philesophy or law than in
the most skillful enunciation of gl)m forms of initia-
tion ; more satisfaction in being akle to tell why
thus Olrt 80 is the caz}c thanfin behﬁg able to announce
a result 1n a given form of speech, without the most
distant idea of the why or th% wherefore. o

We suggest, then, to our ydunger brethren, just
setting out on the voyage of a Masonic life, that they
should make provision so to dispose of their labors
that a portion of them shall be given to satisfying
the spirit of inquiry, searching for a reason for the
faith which is in them, seeking to know the law and
why it is the law, digeing out each one for himself
the grains of kmowledge hidden in the symbols and
allegories, bein not ashamed to begin at the begin-
ning, looking after light and dividing the frait of his
researches with those who are similarly engaaed.
The columns of this ,{?urnal and the services 3? its
editors will always be cheerfully given in aid of
those who thus seek; and none need fear to ask
because he may imagine that some one else has
asked the same question before.

We by no means pretend to know everything,
and are not ashamed to acknowledge that we are
as eagerly looking for light as ever we were, neither
shall we hesitate to receive instruction from even
the youngest apprentice who may succeed in un-
earthing some item of knowledge which has hitherto
escaped us.

The attrition of thoughts, like the sudden impin-
eing of ﬂmltlupon steelﬁ:as the quality of evolvri)ng'
ﬁre, and when the spark of light falls upon minds
and hearts prepared for its reception, warmth and
knowledge ensue.

Look at what was called Masonic literature half
a century since, and compare it with the present
state of Masonic letters, and an estimate can be
formed of what comes by perseverance. Many
fallacies have been broached, and much written and
printed, which at first glance we might be inclined
to think had better remained in the brains of the
writers. We must, however, upon reflection, con-

cede that upon the whole good has been the general
vesult; for by them the truth has been made to
appear in a clearer light, and we know that if there
wore no errors to expose and refute, truth would
grow rusty for want of exercise. Half a century
ago Masonry was, more than anything else, a convi-
vial association, and its great lessons were drowned
in libations or smothered in culinary delights. Ior
those days it has paid a severe penalty, and oui of
that penalty has grown a better, truer ideal. We
havelearned tha! we can be cminently social with-
out being convivial ; that we canlaugh with Momus
without passing through the temple of Bacchus, and
we have risen 1o so much higher an appreciation of
the Masonic system that, as we now understand it,
it will not be made the cover for merely sensual
en.{oyment. If there bad been no thinkers, no
toilers, no writers, we ¢hiould not have reached our
present level; and unless we continue to think and
speak and write we shall not reach the next higher
step. It 15, then, a duty we owe to oursclves, to
each other and to Masonry, to prosecute the search,
to ask for what we have not, to divide what we have
with our brethren, and each, acesrding to his ability,
strive to promote the general good by earnestly
looking for light.

.

SANCTITY OF THE BALIOT.

—

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of
the Grand Lodge of California thus sensibly refers
to the sanctity of the ballot. Alluding to the pro-
ceedings of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, the
wriier says:

“There is given in the journal a long report from
the Committee on Appeals, by which we are led to
think ihat the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania does
not regard it as_an impossxbihty to discipline a
brother tor the improper use c¢f the black ball,
though in the particular instance they reversed the
finding and sentence of the subordinate Lodge
which 1ad expelled o brother for the exerciseof this
right. We_ know that our own Grand Lotige
confirmed the sentence of one of its subordinates
last year in a like case—but we do not believe that
this sacred right ought ever to be meddled with.
We know that the patience of brethren is often tried
by the rejection of ore theg esteem in every sense an
unexceptionable person—but we profess to hold it
as a truth that the ballot :nust be secret, and unani-
mous; and that no one has a right to question
another as to how he voted. But if Lodges are
permitied on anv pretense whatever to institute an
inquisition for the purpose of discovering who
exercises the risht of casting a black ball, the theory
utterly fails, and practice under it is out of the ques-
tion. One whoisso lost tohis Masonic obligations as
to use the ballot maliciously, has the spint of the
assassin, and will not fail to open the door for his
discipline in some other way. Let us wait and-be
Pahent, and zealously do ourown duty and guard our

andmarks, and the interloper, the true cowan, w
discover himself, and we can cast him forth of otr
sacred retreat without any violation of our laws or
stretching of them to meet particalar cases.

Misonic TEMPLE.—The Masons of Memphis Ten-
nessee, are preparing to build o grand Masonic Tem-
ple there. :
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THE SQUARE AND THE CUBE.

YROM THE PiLEEMASONS' MAGAZINE.
It is no new thing to Masons that symbols have
been used in all time as o means of teaching and
impressing important truths., Rightly understood,

everything is a s;mbol ; everything speaks, it only |

we will properly interpret % of the attributes of
the Great Architect of the Universe. There are
“sermons in stones, and God in everything.” It is
my intention in_this essay to endeavor to unravel
the meaning of some of our Masonic symbols. 1
shall indeed produce no new meanings, but I shall
try to increase the appreciation of what are faught,
by showing that they are no arbitrary explanations
but founded on real analogies.

Masonry teaches that man in his natural state is
the brute, or unhe wn stone; not indeed devoid of a
wild beauty of its own, but useless for embodiment
in the bﬁuxldin_g which represents society without
preparation.  Man as a good and useful member of
society, capable of filling entirely his own place
without trenching on his neighbours,is symbolized
by the cube.  And the good Mason, ready to take
hig place in the Grand Lodge above is the perfect
cube. Instudying the practical mode of forming
such a figure, we learn our own duties and short-
c¢ nings, as well as how to remove the latter; and I
trust those who read this peper to the end will rise
with a greater love for the Crait and a higher opin-
ion of the wisdom of its founders, the beauty of its
teachings, and the strength which pervades it.

First then with the gavel, the mason knocks off
all these irregularities of surface and protuberances
which prevent one stone from being applied to
another without large vacuities, and reduces the
stone o an approximation of its final form. These
protuberances symbolize our seli-love and impa-
tience of all restraint. And asthe protuberances are
caused by the very hardness and rigidity of the stone
which duly regualated it for the use to which it is
destined, .someﬁeam that the passions end qualities
with which we have been endowed by theé Most
High are not in themselves evil, but that thﬁﬂ
require restraint and regulation, subject to whi
they are essential to our due performance of our
duty as members of society. The chisel is another
tool for a further stage of pr-paration, but cqually
to remove irregularities of service; and as the per-
formance of this necessary preparation is the duty
of the masters and governors of society, so from their
qualities we may learn what should be some of the
qualifications for these offices. They must have
{emper ; that is, while hard enough toremove protu-
berances, they must not be too hard ; some elasticity
is absolutely necessary, or in removing the offending
matter they will injure themselves and lose their
cfficiency. Judgment must guide their use; the
weight and keenness of the tool, the hardness and
elasticity of the material, must all be considered in
regulating the treatment; indeed, the nature of the
material will exercise some influence in the selection
of the form snd temper of the tool.

‘We now come to the guage or straight edge and
the square. These are not tools strictly; their
object is not to ﬁ;‘epare materials, but to test the
work, and accordingly they require care in their
construction and in preserving them from influences
which may warp and distort them, so as to render
them ot only unfit to serve their end, but injarious

as sources of error. As they cannot, however, be
used, and at the same time entirely protected {rom
these influences, everv good Mason should know
the principles on whica they are cunstructed, and
lt)lcla able to test and perfect them, as well as apply
em.

In testing a straight edge (which I will cell for
distinction, A), we first make a second B, whose edge
exactly fits thatof A. If then A has any faults, B has
the same number, but precisely opposite in natere ;
gvery protuberance on A is represented by a hollow
in B. A third, ¢, is similarly litted to A, B and ¢ are
then applied to each other. If A be true, B and ¢
will coincide and prove its truth, but every fault
in A will be re%resen’ced by a want of coincidence in
B 22d ¢ of double its own amount. The edge of B
is then corrected. till on applying it to ¢, half the
errors remain which were visible on its first appli-
cation. A and C being then fitted to B, will, by their
coincidence, prove the truth of all three,orgiveagain
a further correction; and by repetitions ot this pro-
cess we ultimatel&get a straight edge. Thestruight
line which mathematically represents the cdge,
morally represents our proper conduel under any
circumstances. The universal use of the words
rectitude and straightforwaraess as _expressions of
approbation are enough to prove this, and come
Q‘ozlil the teachings of the ancient members of our
Craft.

The square is the implement by which we test
richt angles. It consists of two straicht edges
placed at right angles to cach other* When one
straight line stanc ing on another straight line makes
the adjacent angles equal, each of themis called a

D * right angle.” Thatis, if Ac be a
straightline, and BD stand on it at
B, making the vicht D BC=DBA,
each is a right angle. If then we
wish fo test & square, we get a
Elane surface, (I shall afterwards

ave occasion to show how this
may be done,) and make oneedge
straight, testing it by the guage
or straight edge, making one edge
A B ¢ of the square coincide with Bc
part of the straight edge; we mark the other edge
BD. Now revising fhgz square, We examine the
place of its edge. If it still coincide with B D itis true,
if not, the differenc. is double the error of the square,
which must be ccrrected and tried again, The
moral equivalent t» the square is the principle of
doing to othersas we would they should do to us;
and the square thus is seen to be an apt emblem of
justice and impartiality.

(n both these cases it will readily be seen that the
principle involved is_the making of an imperfect
guide detect its own inaccuracies, which are then
approximately corrected. A continued repetition of
this alone produces truth. The ancient teachers of
Masonry must have gotand verified their principles
by = mutual process analogous to the physical ones
I have pointed out. If, however, we were possessed
of gmages of undoubted accurac y we should by no
very long process be able to compare ours with

* Such is Euclid’s definition. Wo arc in the habit of calling &
square an anglo of 90°. I have been more rigorous, first because a
square is not an anglo, but the implement whose sides contain a
right asgle ; second, becauso the only definition of a degree is that
it is tho 90th part of a right angle. It is not the 360th part ofa
circle in any accurate gense.
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therr. Such “ The Book of the Law " furnishes, and
we_are saved much of the anxiety and thought
which were once necessary to deduce guides to
conduct.

Having good tests, the Mason proceeds to con-
struct his cukbe. The cube is & solid contained by
six equal squares. To form a cube, then, it 1s neces-
sary to make six plane surfaces and six right angles.
The workman judges the position in which he can
best work his material. He then begins to make
one plane or flat surface. Aditer roughiy flattening
it, he cuts a channel in any convenieni direction,
the bottom of which is flat, as tested 1 y his straight
edee. A second is then cut across this, so that at
the place of crossing the two mafr coincide. These
are azain crossed by others, undl th: spaces are so
small that they may be readily and acczrately
reduced by the general plane.

Iaving thus made one plane, which T will call
A B ¢ D, the workman makes two of its edees, A D,
D ¢, in the figure true and perpendicular to each
other, by cutting small portions of the adjacent faces,
and he then makes D E perpendicular to both,
cutting a channel on the top of the stone, perpendi-
cular to both A » and D ¢, and another on the side.
A channel or drift is ther: cut from ¢ to g, and one
from » at the same depth at the crossing. Then, as
before, the plane b ¢ ¥ E is completed by multiplying
the channels and cutting away the intervals.” So
again, the face A D E G is cut. The three edges, A D,
D ¢, and D E are now marked equal to the sides of
the cube, and the other three faces are cut.  If, now,
all the angles have been truly set out, all the angles
at H (opposite to @) will on frial be found right
angles, and the sides meeting in 1 equal to those
meeting in . Probably trial will show that there
i1s some error accumulated. The stone is good
enough for ordinary buildings, but is not a true
cube. Greater care will reduce this error, but no
time or care will entirely remove 1t, for the tests can
always be made more delicate than the work. The
old craftsmen have taken great pains, for in the
Temple it is said that the joints were invisible, and
this could only have been attained by a truth of
workmanship such as we never see now. In the
Great Pyramid, stgosed to bave been built even
before the time of Abraham, the joints of the casing
are nowhere thicker than a sheet of paper, and this
is 1o be seen in our own days. 'ijo attain such
accuracy must have needed great pains and frequent
revisions. But such_forms are not perfect. That
no pains, no time could make them. The imperfec-
tions of the materials alone would prevent this.

As it is quite practicable by watchful care ‘o make
an ashlar fit for ordinary use, some Masons can fit
themselves for their places in society. The skill and
care of the workman enables him to detect error in
his own work, and the more excellent the werk, the
more carefully done, the more surely the skill that
exccuted it will detect defects where others who
are casual observers, fail to see them. So the true
Mason will see faults and errors in himself; however
perfect he may seem to his neighbors, he knows
well that he is not perfect. If the end of Masonry
were merely to fit us for our own places here, we
should not have held out as our pattern the perfect
cube; no! after filling his place in lodge here, after
his work as a part of the earthly society is over, the
Mason is fo take his place above; he is to be an
ashlar in the Great Temple not built with hands.

|

For this he must be perfect, able to stand the tests
of the Great Architect of the Universe. His life
here passed in constant labour, carefully correctin
his faults and shortcomings, he must when the
eories find himself only too defective, even in his
cwn eyes. How, then, shall he dare to present
himself to the square of the Grand Geometriciun ?

We are taught not to despair that by living in
faith and the exereise of charity we have grounds
fer sure hope. Masonry teaches us that there is
some way by which we shall be freed from our faults
and defects; but it does ndt tell us how; on the
contrary, we are taught that our light is but dark-
ness visible, We seek the light which shines more
and more to the perfect day.  This the true Mason
will seck, the mode in which we can become
perfect is the true secret of Masonry and all its
ceremonies and, teaching should be incitemenis to
farther research. We shall not indeed here meet
with complete succoss. Portions of truth we shall
get,—climpses, more or less perfect, of the great
mystery,—a mystery so _great that we could not
comprehend it entirely. ¥irmly believing that our
hor est efforts cannot but lead us to some truth, we
shall not want faith, and we shall need all our
charity, to keep constantly before us the fact that we
have not the whole truth, and that the results of the
honest research of others will (¢ven though we see
not hov/) be another phase of the same verity.
Hereafter the clouds and dimness will pass away.

e aow sce as through a glass, darkly, then we
shall see face to face; wu shall know as we are

known.
¢

ST. JOHN'S DAY IN THE OLDEN TIME.

Immediately after the election of office-bearers
for the year ensuing, the brethren walk in pro-
cession tKree times around the Cross, and afterwards
dine together under the presidency of the newly
elected Grand Master. Ahout six in_the evening
the members again turn out, and form into line, two
abreast, each bearing a lighted flambeau, and decor
ated with their peculiar emblems and insignia.
Headed by the heraldic banners of the Lodge, the

rocession follows the same route three times around
the Cross, and then proceeds to the Abbey. On
these occasions the crowded streets present a scene
of the most animated description. The joyous
strains of a well conducted band, the waving torches
and incessant shower of fireworks, make the scene
a carnival. But at this time the venerable Abbey
is the chief point of attraction and resort; and, as
the mystic torch-bearers thread their way throngh
the mouldering aisles «wnd round its massive pillars,
the outlines of its gorgeous ruins become singularly
illuminated, and are brought into bold anc striking
relief. The whole extent of the Abbey is, with a
measured step and slow, gone three times round.
But when, near the finale, the whole Masonic body
gather o the chancel, and, forming one grand semi-
circle around it, where the heart of King Robert
Bruce lies deposited near the high altar, and the
band strikes up the patriotic air, “ Scots, wha hae
wi' Wallace bled,” the effect produced is over-
whelming, Midst showers of rockets and the glare
of blue-lights the scene closes. the whole remin ht;g
one of some popular saturnaha held in the mon
town during the middle ages.
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TIME.—Masonic and other Gomputation.

The Masonic fraternity are a.one in their method
of reckoning time, commencing the computation
from the creation of the world, thus “A. L. 5866,”
Anno Lucis, tn the year of light, 5866. Our era is that
of creation. The )
authorized version of the Bible as received by Pro-
testants, and is that of Usher, Prideaux, and others.
Learned chronologists differ in their extreme dates
upwards of 3,000 zeaps. The Talmudists fix it at
5544 years before Christ, the vulgar Jewish at 3760,
the Hebrew text 4161, Petavius, which is that of the
Roman Church, 3984.

The Chaldean and Egyptian year dated from the
autumnal equinox. Tﬁe ecclesiastical year of the
Jews began in the spring, but in civil affairs they
retain the epoch of the Kgyptian year. The year of
Romulus commenced in March and that of Numa
in February. The Turks and Arabs date their rx:ear
from the 16th of July. Dremschild or Gemschild,
king of Persia, obscrved on the day of his public
entry into Persepolis, that the sun entered Aries,
and In commemoration of this fortunate event he
ordained the beginning of the vear to be removed
from the autumnal to the vernal equinox. The
Brachmun begin the year with the new moon in
April. The Mexicans begin in February, when the
leaves begin to grow green. Their year consists of
eighteen months, having twenty days in each; the
last five are spent in mirth, and no business is suf-
fered to be done, nor even any service in the
temples. The Abyssinians have five idle days at
the end of their year, which commences on the 30th
of August. The American Indians reckon from the
first appearance of the moon at the vernal eruinox.
Mohammedans begin their year the minute in
which the sun enters Aries. The Venetians, Floren-
tines, and Pisans_in Italy, begin the year at the
vernal equinox. The French year, during the reign
of the Merovingian race, began on the day on
which the troops were reviewed, which was the
first of March. Under the Carlovingians it began
on Christmas day, and under the Capetians on
Easter day. The ecclesiastical year begins on the
first sunday in Advent. Charles IX. appointed, in
1824, that the civil year should commence on the Ist
of January. The Julian ralendar, which was so
called from Julins Casar, and as the old account of
the year, was reformed by Pope Gregory in 1582,
which pian was suggested by Jewis Lilio, a ' -imirn
astronomer. The Dutch and the Pro.estants in
Germany introduced the new style in 1700. The
ancient clergy reckoned from the 25th of March,
and the method was observed in Britain until the in-
troduction of the new style, A. D. 1752; after which
our year commenced on the 1st of January.

It must not be supposed that the epoch from
which we date indicates that we regard our institu-
tion_as coeval with the creation of the world.
While our principles were born with_the creation
and will continue to the end of the world, we cannot
say that the elements of the institation, in an
organized form, can be distinctly traced beyond. the
building of Solomon’s Temple. Netwithstanding
all the &iqtnbeg: from France, we still think that the
. organization, rituals, and practices 6f Freemasonry
show its origin. Take away from it Jewish tradi-
tions, ceremonials, and customs, and what is, there
remaining ? -

asonic theory is adopted in_the|fixi

Our Masonic mode of computing time indicates
our common origin. The Jows reckon from Anno
Mundy, in the year of tho world, of the same
meaning as Anno Lucis.

Dionysius Exigus, in A. D. 532, first introduced
among, the Christians the date of the birth of Christ,
ng it erroneously four years too early. We, a5
Masons, in dating from the commencement of the
world, only continue a Masonic usage. The Chris-
tians continued,it for 500 years without censure, and
surcly Masons may now do it.

Royal Arch Masons date from the building of the
second temple by Zerubkabel, 535 years before
Christ. Their date_is Axnrs Inventionis, 2401. The
Knights Templar date from the establishment of
their order in 1118, Anno Ordinis, 748. Royal and
Select Masters from the completion of the temple,
Anno Despositionis, 2866. The modern rites have
dates peculiar to themselves.

The Jews celebrate certain days m each year by
feasts. The following are the most important to be
known by IFreemasons:

Feast of the Passover.........

celebrated 15 1..3an.
Morrow of the Passover ..... “ 16 ¢

End of the Passover.... ...... “ 2~
Feast of Pentecost......... .... " 6 Sivan
Teast for the New Year ..... “ 1 Tisri
Feast of Tabernacles ......... “ 15«
Feast of Palms .ooooveneeennnnnn. “ 21 ¢
Lnd of the Feast of Tabernacles 2
Rejoicing for discovery of the law © 2
Consecration of the Temple “ 25 Chisien.

Ineffable Freemasons observe certain other dars,
some of which are favourably regarded by the Jews,
as:

The Feast commemorative of the Reconstruction
of the Temple, 23rd of Adar.

Feast commemorative o€the return from Babyloen,
20 Thebet.

Days of the Vernal and Autumnal Equninoxes.

They also, in the various grades of Freemasonry,
observe Easter Day, Christian Pentecost, or Whit-
Sunday, the 50 day, or 7th Sunday after Easwr—Day-
the Day of St. John the Baptist, 24th of June; All
Saints’ Day, 1st November; Christmas Day, 25th
December ; and the Day of St. John the Evangelist,
December 27th.

FOOTPRINTS OF MASONRY.

To the disciples of Freemasonry our fellow-coun-
trymen are m«ﬁbted for most of those spler.did and
majestic structures which, even at the present day,

oint their aspiring domes toward the heaven of
Beavens, and beneath which man breathes his
prayers of t{;eace and gladness; and to their prede-
cessors in the Craft, mankind are indebted for those
stupendous monuments of human skill—the pyra-
ml(i:s of Eggpt, which, though many thousands years

assed away, still exist—the temples of Mem-
phis, | eliagolis, and Thebes, whose colosssl ruins
are to_this_day the wonder and adwmiration of the
traveller—Persepolis with its splendid palatial edi-
fices of cedar—Babrlon, and her hanging gardens
Nineveh with her mignty walls—Balbec and_ Pal-
‘myra, still majestic even in their ruins—the laby-
rinths of Egypt, Crete and Lemnos, and the marble

S as O
ories of Greece—
&« * Whose besuties a bright ahadow cast,
Ang shed a halo rourd tho mighty past.™

have
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THE ROYAL ART.

—

To tho old Masonic question of ** Where was Masonry boro I** tha followlog
tarilllng answer s given :

It was born, my dear brotner,
Where an altar of stone
Onco rose on n mountain,
Unbroken and lone;
Whero Abraham of old
To sacrifice came,
Bearing an offering.,
A cleaver and flameo.
Now, where is that altar, ill shapen of stono ?
And where is the cleaver and flamet
Ahl where is old Abram, who trod the path lone,
Bearing a victim and flame ?
A1 tine has o’erthrown them,
They live but in fame,
Tho cleaver, the altar,
Tho victim and flame!

1t was born, my dear brother,
When temple and tower,
Rose on the same mountain
In grandeur and power;
When millions of treasure
{So legend has told)
Scattered darkness and light
With gleamings of gold.
But, where is tho temple ? Say, whero is the tower ?
And where is the gleaming of gold ?
Ah! where is the glory, the pride and the power,
That boomed on yon mountain of old}
Now, the voice of a Paynim
Breaks the stillness alone,
Where shone tower and temple
And altar of stone!

But the arr is yet living1
The first and the last,
&till linking together
The present and past.
You may trace back, my brother,
The legend and story ;
And follow, througb <arkness,
‘The gleam of s glory.
Yes! here it i< living, the first and tho lastt
Sce, here is the legend and story,
And we know it is linking the present and past,
As we follow the gleam of its glory!
And, too, that it towers,
In beauty sublime;
Untrammelled by force,
Unaltered by time.

1t was formed, my dear brother,
In glory snd gloom,
With tiic wisdom vf thrones
And the grief of a tomb.
Aund fashioned with beauty
The world had not known,
'Neath the shade of the templo
And altar of stone.
See, here is the glory and here is the gloom,
And a lightthat the world has not known;
Here’s the wisdom of kings, the grief of a tomb,
The temple and altar ot stone!
Here, too, i3 a strength,
‘That will live and amass,
While sinks mountain of marble
And pillar of brass.

More Licurt.—It will require the strongest efforts
of all good Masuns tv maintain the character of our
institntion. Wisdom, prudence, and especially
firmness, should prevail in our councils. The dying
Groethe exclaimed, “ Throw open the shutters and
let in more light” Let our Masonic shulters be
thrown open and more light be «dmitted, lest the

dark days come again.

TEE HOME OF THE CRAFT.

Masonic elogiums, like Christian oulogiums, are rathor based
upon tho principles professed than upon aclions performed. The
praiges of the institution are founded upon its inherent merits, and
virtucs not so much dore as attempted. This is scen in tho
following culogium. Probably no onc has ever found the Masonic
Lodge hero to bo what thu poct represents it. Ho was in a
“frenzy ;* the divino afflatus possessed his goul when he penned it.
Yet to a Mason fully # prepared in heart,” theso words convey no
cxaggerution. This is what tho Masons’ Lodge ought o be to all
its occupants:

Where hearts are warm with kindred fire,
And love beams free from wondering cycs,
Bright spirits hoveralways there,
And thi t's the home the Mason's prize,
The Mason's home, ah { peaceful home,
The home of love, and light, and joy ;
How gladly does the Mason como
To share his tender sweet employ.

Al round the world, by land, by sea,
Where summers burn, where winters chill,
The exiled Masca turns to thee,
And ycarns to share the joys we feel.
The Mason's home, ah ! happy home,
The home of light, and love, and joy ;
There’s not an hour but I would come,
And sharo this tender, sweet employ.

A weary task, adreary round,
Is all benighted men can know ;
Bat hero a brighter sceno is found,
The brightest scenc that's found below,
The Mason’s home, ah 1 blissful home,
Glad centro of nnmingled joy ;
Long as I live I'll gladly come,
And sharo this tender, sweet employ.

And when the hour of death shall come,
Aad darkness sea! my closing cye,
May hands fraternal bear me home,
TL. Lome where weary masgons lic.
The Nason’s home, ahl heavenly homs,
To faithful hearts' eternal joy;
How blest to find beyond the tomb
Tho end of all our sweet employ | ‘

SHALL MASONS FEGLECT THEIR LIGHTS ¢

The keexl))er at the lighthouse at Calais was boast-
ing of the brightness of his lantern, which can be
seen ten leagues at sea, wlcn a visitor said to him -
“What if one of the lizhts should go out?" “Never,
impossible,” he cried, Thorrilied at the bare thought.
“ Sir,” said he, pointing to the ocean, “ yonder, where

_{nothing can be seen, there are ships going to all
parts of the world. If] to-mght, one of my burners
were out, within six months' time would come a

letter—perhaps from some %ace I never heard of—
saying, such a night, at such an hour, the light at
Calais burned dim, the watchman neglected his post,
and vessels were 1 danger.  Ah, sir, sometimes in
the dark nights, in stormy weather, I'look out to sga
and feel as if’ the cye of the whole world were look-
ing at my sight. Goout? Burndim? Oh,never?

%Vas this iighthouse keeper so vigilant? Did he
feel so deeply the importance of his work? Axnd
shall Masons neglect their lights, and suffer them to
grow dim, when for nced of its bright shining, some
poor soul, rtruggling amidst the waves cf temptation,
may be dashed upon destruction 2
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MASONIO KNOWLEDGE.

Wo take the following from the address of M. W.
Bro. S. C. CorvINBURY, Grrand Master of the State of
Michigan, presented at the Annual Communication,
held at Adrian, on the 9th January last:—

In conclusion, Brethren, let me urge upon youthe
study of Masonry, as a_moral science. Study its
history, its landmari-s, its equities, and its moral
truths.  As I have before remarked, Free Masonry
is assuming_an important and a most responsible
position in human government by regulating and
giving tone to all the social relations, und thereby
indirectly shaping and modifying civil and political
institutions. Hence every membor of our order
ought to be skilled, not only in our mystic rites and
ceremonies ; but in those great and fundamental

rinciples of morality and justice upon which all

uman institutions are, or ought to be, founded Our
country is teeming with Masonic books, libraries
and elaborate treatises upon the moral principles of
our order by the ablest sages and moralists of the
acge. Monthly and weekl¥ periodizals, under
Masonic auspices, come to us laden with knowledge
upon almost every branch of our mystic art; and it
may well be said that the brother who_is not well
informed in the higher mfstqries and the loftier
principles of Masonry is willfuliy blind, Itis well
to be skilled in our ritual, tokens and signs, but he
only is the true Mason v7ho feels within his bosom
the deep fountains of humanity gushing and thrilling
with divine emotion, as, in one universal view, he
embraces mankind and human necessities. 1t is
well to feel deeply the mystic bond which binds us
to each other as brethren of the same order, but he
only is the trne Mason who fecls within his heart
the same golden tie mystically drawing him in love,
sympathy ¢ d holy fraternity towards all his fellow
creatures. r’ractice charity, my brethren. Let its

sweet waters well up from the pure fountains of the | M

soul as_a manifestation of its universal love. Duty
may whip its disciples into a show of charity, a
mockery of benevolence, but that only is charity
which bathes its votaries in tears of sympathy with-
outshow or pretension, as well as its objects 1n tears
of thankfulness without the display of hypocrisy.

NO DIVISION.

A Grand Master in one of the Southern States, in
addressing his Grand Lodge, says:

“My information from other Jurisdictions is of the
same cheering character. Thisis the more gratify-
ing and the more remarkable, as we have passed
through the severest ordeal to which Benevolence
was _ever subjected.  Everything else is broken,
divided, discordant. But over the whole world we
are friendly, and know no other name than brother.
The lesson taught us is one of commendable pride
for our ancient and noble institution, to which men
flee in times of peril asto a rock of safety.”

This is true : Masonry is one under all cireum-

cltllgnstances; and Masons are one in perpetual friend-
ship.

A PersiaN  philosopher being asked by what
method he had acquired somuch I%lnowledge, replied

By not being prevented by shame from asking
questions respecting things of which I wasignorant”

XNIGHTS TEMPLARS.

At the late.meeting of :he Grand Encampment of
Texas, the Grand Com. Frater Botts thus opened
his address:

Though the year just closed has been fraught with
ovents of vast magnitude to the people of this Re-
public, yet the differences of opinion which, of
necessity, exist among inen at_such seasons, has not
disturbed that intércourse and good feeling which
should at all times exist among Masons. As bre-
thren of the “ mystic tie,” the vanquished and victors
have met upon a common level; and while the
svenes of the past five years and their results are
engraven deep upon our hearts; while sorrow and
humiliation are the lot of many; yet, as Knights
Templar, the followers and representatives of that
chivalsc band of heroes, “ whose well earned fame
has spread both far und wide for decds of charity
and p-re benevoience,” we must respect the cardi-
nal principlesof our order, and in all matters touching
the weal of Templar Masonry, remember that we
are of one brotherhood, and enrolled under the same
sacred banner,

The records of the various Encampments in thie
Statedo not exhibit that zeal and interest in the
Order which is so essentialto its prosperity. During
the war it was scarcely to be expected that, with the
comparafively small number of Sir Knights resident
in any one place, and the absence from 31ome, in the
service of their country, of so mang of these, the
attendance at regular meetings shonld be large ; but
I regret to say, that from the best information to be
obtained, the meetings of many of our incampments
during the year just closed, have been very irregular
and thinly attended.

It would ceem that many think by the reception of
the Orders of Knighthood theil;ave completed their

asonic career, and that having been created
Knights Templar, their duties have ended. Do they
forget their terms of admission? Is the Templar's
life one of ease and selfish indulgence? It need not
be said that the Templar can practice charity, incul-
cate hospitality and succor the needy, without
attendiug the assemblage of his companions; formy
brethren, he who fills the measure of his duty in
these reupects, will always be found at his post
when the bugie sounds. Let me, therefore, (]
through you, the Knizhts Templar throughout the
length and breadth of our State, to throw off their
lethargy and show their appreciation of our Order,
by renewed zeal and enthusiasm in the cause of our
noble and hallowed institution.

THE GREAT MasoNIC FESTIVAL AT AMSTERDAM.-
The Nieuwe Rotterdamsche Courant, in describing
the recent great Masonic Festival at Amsterdam,
says: “The National Grand Master presented to the
Order the library bought by him some time since
from the late Dr. Klosz, of Frankfort, consisting

entirely of printed and manuscript works on Free-
masonry. The collestion comprises 5,300 printed

works, formingl‘over 7,000 volumes, and above 2,000
menuscripts. There sre, besides, numerous com-
memoration medals, Jdecorations, engravings, &ec.
The Great East of the Netherlands, already pos-
sessed_of a great amount of Masonic lore, by this
princely donation may now be said to be the richest
in the Masonic world.”



THE CRAFTSMAN.

Fem. 15, 1867,

THe Sraftsnnn,
AHD BRITISH AMERIQAN MASONIQ RECORD.

“THE QUEEN AND ‘THE ORART.

~

.................... FEBRUARY 15, 1867.

PV et

HAMILTON,

NOVA SCOTIA.

#Starn alll Back for your lives! (shouted long Torm Coffin)—
ihe animal is in bis flurry.”

All who are familiar with those charming tales of
the sea, written by Cooper, the great American
novelist, will remember the graphic deseription
given by long Tom, of the wbale in his death strug-
gle. We were forcibly reminded of the quotation
which heads this article, a few days since, on read-
ing the bombastic thunder of a very foolish, but very
harmless kind of post morlem effort made by a defunct
body, formerly known as the Provinciai Grand
Lodge of Nova Scotia, under Scotland. Trom this
document it appears that this would-be august hody,
through some spasmodic Jor galvanic agency, has
partially awoke from its long Rip Van Winkle
slumber. Itsays that on thethirteenth of December
last, they were made aware of the startling fact, that
2 Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia had sprung into
existence among them ! and that, not feeling inclined
to tolerate such an audacious interference with their
supremacy, all brethren still owing allegiance to the
Grand Lodge of Scotland, were forbidden, under
pain of suspension, from visiting such clandestine
brethren, or holding any masonic intercourse with
them whatever!!

Of course the “long Tom Coffin” of the new
Grand Lodge will, ere this, have pulled down his
colors and thrown himsclf, with ell his adherents,
at the feet of the great Masonic Provincial Mogul,
crying peceart, mea culpa, mea maxima culpa! Assum-
ing, however, for the moment that the dignitaries
of the new Grand Lodge are too obtuse to see the
correctness of the dictum so fraternally and so
gently fired at them from this masonically-spiked-
great-gun, and that they are not yet quite prepared
to admit that the verdict rendered in their case by
8o large and so influential 2 nwrnber of the masonie
Grand Lodges, was an erroneous one ; let us there-
fore briefly consider how t e ma ter reslly stands
with our brethern in Nova Scotia, and the probable
effect of this very foolish proclamation.

An intererting and very well written letter, from
the pen of the Grand Secretary of Nova Scotia,
addressed to the members of the Craft in that Pro-
vince, has been recently published. In this docu-
ment we find a narrative of all the events connected
with and preceding the formation of their Grand
Lodge. We have neither space nor time to recap-
itulate them here, but will content ourselves by
stating that the circumstances are almost precisely

similar to those, which led to, and resulted in, the
formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada. Our
readers well know the many objections which were
then urged against the legality of that movement,
and the obstacles which were then thrown in the
way of those who were more immediately connected
with it. They also know the ahility with which all
these objections were answered, and how frium-
phantly all obstacles were overcome and removed,
until at length the able tactics and scund arguments,
the patience and perseverance of the brethren, weré
acknowledged and rewarded by the sanction and
approval of the Masonic world. We now assume
10 prophetic powers when we assert that the doy is
not far distant, when the Grand Lodge of Nova
Scotia will be recognized and acknowledged by
every Grand Lodge in the world, and, as we said in
our last number, the only wonder will hereafter be,
that any intelligent mason, or body of masons, could
be so short sighted as to oppose the recognitior. of
an independent grand lodge, when it is so evident
that the interests of Masonry most imperatively
demand it.

)

‘With reference to the position and powers of the
body, claiming still to be a Provincial Grand Lodge,
we will only say thatin the olden times, these bodies
were unknown in Masonry. Of late years the
Grand Masters of Greal Britain, with a view to
lessen their own labours and to incresse the num-
ber of lodges, found it convenient to appoint certain
deputies in the provinces, conferring upon them
certain powers, and requiring from them the dis-
charge of cerfain duties. They are thevefore the
mere creatures of the Grand Master who created
them, their authority continues so long as he chooses
to delegate it, or until his own authority ceases in that
partienlar province. The day, therefore, which wit-
nessed the birth of the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia,
also saw the departing shadow of all other Musonic
power and jurisdiction from that noble province.—
The Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia is there, the only
supreme Masonic authority. All lodges not owing
allegiance to her, must be regarded as foreign lodges,
and can continue to exist upon suffrance merely.
This may appear as very harsh law to those members
of the fraternity, who so recently occupied very
different positions and status among the Craft of
Nova Scotia, but they will find it sound neverthe-
less; and if they desire to aid in the progress and
spread of Masonry, they will act wisely by enrolling
themselves with aslittle Celay as possible, under the
broad banner of the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia.
We would at the same time, also warn those mem-
bers of the Craft, who still cling to the name of a
Provincial organization, that they are but grasping
at o shadow, and neglecting the substance.

In conclusion we will say with reference to the



Frp. 15, 1867.

TIIE CRAFTSMAN.

73

proclamation which appears in our last number,
.t it hag indeed been as Virgil expresses it,—telum
imbelle sine ictu,—a fecble dart thrown without effect.
Trme, it may for a time possibly excite a bitter feel-
ing between some of the contending parties; but it
can dono good to the expiring dynasty. The old
lady who attempted to keep back the waves of the
Atlantic with her broom, had quite as much chance
of succeeding, as our would-be provincials have in
their efforts at obstruetion.

The Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia is now a fixed
fact, and to her Grand Master, officers and members
we bid “God speed.” They have inaugurated anoble
work, may they go on and prosper, and let tl.em not
turn back from the plough, un:il they have finished
their furrow.

IS FREEMASONRY IRRELIGIOTS?

A clever writer, who occasionally contributes arti-
cles to the columns of a western paper, over the
signature “ Corn Kobb, Jur ,” recently announced to
his readers that he had become a Mason, and
proceeded to detail the terrible dangers through
which he passed in the process of “making.”—
Having presented himself at the door of the Lodge-
room, “ No. 66,665, sign of the skull and cross-bones,”
he went on to state his experiences :(—

I was conducted into an ante-room, where five or six melan.
chely chaps in sashes and embroidered napking wero waiting to
receive me, On my entrance they all got up and tured back
somorsaults, and then resumed their scats, A big, fat fellow, who
sat in tho middle, and who scemed to be the proprietor, then said,
“Sinner from tho outer world, auvance” I advanced. ¢ Will you
give up everythingto joinus 7" ¢ Not if I know it,"J said, 4t cre's
my wifo and seven fine——" Anothe~ party here told mo to say
#yes,” as it was merely a matter of form. So I said #yes, I give
up everything.,” Tho fullows in the towels then groaned, and said,
'7ig well. Do you swear never to reveal anything you may sce
here this evening to any human being, nor to your wife?” I gaid,
« pon my word I will not.” They all groaned again, and said, *“Tis
well,” They then examined my tceth, and felt my muscle, and
made me put out my tongue, ané then they groaned again, I said,
“|If you don't feel well, I've gota little bottle hore that——" The
fat man here took the bottle from me and told me to shut up. He
then, in a voice of thunder, said, ¢ bring forth the goat.”

Having been duly blindfolded, and mounted on
the animal, he describes his difficulties as worse than
being in an election fight, or pitched out of a four-
storey window, or going down in a railroad collision,
or up in a steamboat explosion. Suddenly the band-
age fell from his eyes, and he tells us:—

#They didn’t observe for the moment that I could sce,s0 T had a
good chance to watch their performances. Thoy were performing
their mystic rites with a vengeance. They were dancing a war-
dance round a big skull, aud playing leap-frog, and turning hand-
springs, and the big fat fellow of tho ante-room was standing on his
head in a corner, finishing the contents of my little bottle.”

He was then led up to the * Governor,” who thus
charged him:—

4 ¢ Bro, Kobb, you are now one of us, You are & member of an
jostitution which has lasted over tcn millions of years. From this
forward your constitution is sound. You aro impervious to light
or heat or any other atmospheric influence. You are water proof,
fire proof aud over proof, With impunity you may walk through
the river, or sit down’on & red hot stove. ~ With impunity also you

may drink aqua fortis, rye whiskey, Wahoo tiiters or any other
poisonous substance. You are frce from rhcumatism, dyspepsia,
whooping cough and tho measles. The bailiff dare not scizo you
for dobt, nor the policeman arrest you for misdemcanour. You aro
ono of us and you are safe. Hero is the password; with that and
a big club you can get into any lodgo room in Christendom.” 1
then took tho oath of allegiance on o pack of cards, and stood whis-
key and water all round, aud I wasa Mason.”

‘We were forcibly reminded of this clever satire
upon the idea entertained by some * profancs” of
the character of Freemasonry, by perusing the report
of a sermon delivered by a certain Rev. Robert
Achison on the 20th January last, in the lown of
Gsit, “ against secret societies in general, and Free-
masorry in particular,” for which we are indebted
to a good brother in that town. The Rev. gentle-
man, we believe, belongs to a sect called the “ United
Presbyterian Church of North America,” a sect
little kmown in this country, having, if we are cor-
rectly informed, but two or three places of worship,
and eppearing in the census returns under the name
of “ other denominations.” One of the tenets of the
U. P.s of North America is that no member of a
secret society can belong to them, so that while con-
demning such societies as tending to * enslave the
consciencesofmen,” they themselves impose restrict-
ions upon men’s consciences as the condition of
entrance within their hallowed precincts. But we
have to do not specially with this Reverend objector
to Freemasonry, not with. the particular explanations
which he gave of the mysteries of the order, but
rather with the general question which he raiseq,
and w'uch hends this article, is Freemasonry
irreligions? His statement of the nature of our
ceremonies may be left with our Galt brethren who
heard him, who have not failed to enioy hir; descrip-
tions as an infinite source of amusement, and whe
recognize 1 them quite as accurate ar. exemplifica-
tion as that of Corn Kobb, Jun., which we have
quoted above.

“ A Mason,” according to the charges, ‘‘is obliged,
by his tenure, to obey the moral law; and if he
rightly understand the grt, he will never be astupid
atheist nor an irreligious libertine., He, of all men,
should best understand that God seeth not as man .
seeth ; for man looketh at the outward appearance,
but God looketh to the heart. A man is, therefore,
bound never to act against the dictates of his con-
science. Let a man’s religion or mode of worship
be what it may, he isnot exciuded from the Order,
provided he believe.in the glorions Architect of
heaven and earth, and practice the sound duties of
morality.” This fundamental principle of the Free-
mason’s creed is enforced in all the ceremonies
through which he passes, and which have been
designed simply to impress them more forcibly upon
his mind. An acknowiedgelacnt of the existence
of, and a reverence for, the Great Architect of the
Universe, being a sine qua norn in every candidate
for masonry, he is next taught that the great light
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of Masonry is the Holy Bible, whose glorious precepts
are to bo the guiding principles of his life. Every
symbol is made fo illustrate some great religious and
moral truth ; every implement teaches its lesson of
purity and holiness. Disowning connection withany
sect or denomination, Freemasonry takes asits great
guiding star the fundamental truths which they all
profess to hold in common. So far from the state-
ment of its Reverend traducer being true, that “its
benevolence is not the benevolence of the word of
God,” that “ it is at variance with it,” that while “the
word of God says peace and good will to all men,
especially such as are of the household of faith, there
is an attempt to circumscribe this benevolence—an
attempt to teach another gospel,” it teaches and
enforces a benevolence wide as the human family
itself, for by the charges Freemasons “are taught to
view the errors of mankind with compassion, and to
strive, by the purity of their own conduct, to de-
monstrate the superior excellence of the faith they
may profess.”

1t is no wonder, with such principles as these, that
the long roll of honored names which in all ages,
have lent a lustre to our order, has included those
of the great and good of all every clime. That
Christian ministers of all denominations—always
excepting the U. Ps of North America—have not
hesitated to unite with us, recognizing in the insti
tution of Freemasonry, s common “ centre of union
between good men and true,” and a practical exem-
plification of the great moral and Christian precepts
of brotherly love, relief and truth. The honor roll
of masonry may well be pitted against the narrow
bigotry ofthe Rev. Robert Achison et koc genus
omne, and may be safely accepted as an emphatic
negative to the question, “is Freemasonry irreli-
gious 2

The Freemasons' Magazine and Masonic Mirror,
the leading English Masonic paper, thus alludes to
THE CRAFTSMAN :— )

% Masoxic LITERATORE 1 CANADA.—Wo aro pleased to notico the
vigour displayed ic our recently-stasted Canadian con'emporary

Craftsman and British American Hasonic Resord, published in Hamilton,
Capada West. In No, 8, wich 13 now beforo us, we would direct
attontion moro especially to two very appropriato znd sbly written
articles, refornog to the festival of St. Jobn the Brangelist.”

We are pleased at the commendation of so good 2
Masonic anthority as the Freemason's Magazine.
We shall strive to continue to deserve.

A correspondent at Kincardine, enclosing the
names of a couple of new subscribers for the
CRAFTSMAN, 1s kind enough to express the ho
“that it will continue to flourish and grow in tﬁg
favor of all those who love the order.” He says:

“It is well recelved by tho members of our Lodges, acd wo look
forward to its monthly arrival with much pleasuro Tt is read by us
carefully, and wo hopo that tho good and sound doctrine therein to bo

found may bo tho means of making the brethren, all over our conn
more closely united.” 8 ' il

SECRET ASSOCIATIONS—THEIR MISSION.

FOR TRM CRAFTAMAN,

BY V W. BRO. OTTO KLOTZ, Pnrstoxn, C. W.

The question *is there any need for secret asso-
ciations ?” has frequently been asked and often
answered by their enemies, by men who were not
acqainted with the subject, and sometimes it has
been ably answered by competent men.

In order to give a reply to this question, it will be
necessary to enguire firstly into the origin and
object, and secondly into the achievements of secret
associations.

In all ages and 1in every country from the dawn
of civilization, there have been men whose ideasin
matters of religion, of government, of philosophy,
science, art and literature, and of the social condition
of man, have been in advance of the time in which
they lived ; who have felt the necessity for a reform
in religion, for an improvement of the government
of the day, for the promulgation of philosophy,
science, art and literature, and for an amelioration
of the social condition of men; men who, in order
to promote such reforms, improvements, promulga-
tions and ameliorations, have joined tfogether in
associations, pledging themselves mutual assistance
in those laudable designs; not by brutal force, but
by precept and example, founded on piety, virtue,
and truth, and inspired by love; not precipitantly,
but gradually, under the guide of reason and com-
mon sense. Such associations, however, had to
overcome mnany and great obtacles and difficulties
by which their progress was materially retarded.
Not only had they to contend against the prejudices
of the masses, who by reason of their ignorance,
could not discover in them their own real benefactors,
and therefore freated them often with the greatest
suspicion; by far the gresater obstacle was found
either in the church or in the state or in both
together. This compelled the members of such

ke | associations to withold from the vulgar eye and from

their enemiesin general their real objects and designs,
and to communicate them only to such as after
strict trial, they had found worthy of their confi-
ence, at the same time using due precauntion to
guard against imposters.

Itis a remarkable fact that in all ages, from the
dawn of civilization to the present, those secret
associations have enlisted the warm~st sympathies
of the purestand best of men—the most enlightened,
the fathers of civilization, the chiefs of philosophy,
of science and of art; and that those associations
could not have existed for so long a period and still
continue to exist unless they responded, in a degreo
at least, to some of thu most urgent and vital ngeds
of humanity.
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It was the deepest and most pressiug wanis of
Humanity that originated the sccret associations.
They reveal a social arrangement which is not
founded on principlesof justice, fairness and equality,
of friendship, love and truth; of virtue, honor and
morality, nor of liberty ; but an organization which is
unjust, oppressive and partial ; whose predominant
features are avarice, enmity, hatred and falsehood;
which favors vice, promotes knavery and practices
immorality, and which is calculated to keep the
masses of the people in thraldom, either mentally or
physically or both. Those secret associations, how-
ever, point forward to an epoch when Justice and
Love, Truth, Virtue and Morality, shall be univers-
ally practiced, and when Fraternity, Equality and
Liberty, in their true and sublime sense, shall be
enjoyed by all. '

In the early ages, prior to the formation of Society,
when idolatry was the universal mode of worship,
when the race of mankind in full possession of
wild and savage liberty, sullen and solitary, mutually
offending and afraid of each other, shrouded them-
selves in the thickets of the woods or the dens and
caves of the earth,—it was the secret associations of
men who, inspired with a belief in a supreme,
immutable, invisible Being, first propagated the
doctrine of a Supreme Being, and a Ruler of the
Universe, though at first necessarily with great
caution and secresy, until the number of their
adherents became so increased that they were
relieved from the danger of being persecuted,
executed or banished, when they and their disciples
openly confessed their belief, taught their doctrine,
and finally succeeded in the overthrow of idolatry
and polytheism. Such secret associations were the
mysteries of Egypt, practiced by the priests or Magi,
in the Temple of Isisat Memphis, and in the caves of
the Pyramids. Such in like manner were those of
their disciples, the Mysteries of Orpheus, in Greece,
the Eleusinia of Athens, the Cabiri of Samothrace
and Phyrgia; the philosophical School of Pytha-
goras, the Druidical Mysteries of ancient Britain, the
Odinic Mysteries of Scandinavia and the offsprings of
the Cabiri, and the society of the Essenes in India.

But these secret associations did not confine their
beneficial operations to the overthrow of idolatry
and polytheism and the propagation of a beliefin a
Supreme Being,—in God ; those of Greece in partic-
ular propagated philosophy, geometry, astronomy,
literature, architecture and other sciences and. arts;
they also exercised in other respects a powerful
- influence over society. Fortitnde, perseverance,
trath, houor, brotherly-love and other virtues were
the distinguishing characteristics of the members of
those associations, many of whom, like Pythagoras,
Plato, Socrates and others have up to the present
day remained models for imitation, and as their

teachings extended, (particularly westward,) they
could not fail to become of more universal benefit
to the human race.

As the minds of men expanded, they discovered
other wants and needs of humanity, new ideas of
social life became developed in the minds of a few
far-seeing but earnest men, who not content with the
achievements of their forefathers, {elt it their duty
to follow the example so nobly given by their teach-
ers, and. to move onward in the path of light and
truth. To effect this they also found their greatest
opponents among those who were, and always are,
the immediate causes of the needs and wants of
humanity, namely those in authority; they there-
fore continued the secret associations as the safest
means to accomplish their noble design. Philosophy,
science and art, though being tanght, had not yet, as
it were, become the property of' the people. Only
a few select were allowed instruction; the great
mass being carefully excluded from_ receiving any
information. It was deemed impolitic to instruct
the mass of the people, (as some designing men hold
yet at the present day.) It wes again the secret
associations who first taught philosophy, science, art
and literature to the laboring classes, the mechanics.

The corporations of the builders or architects in
the Middle ages—(which stand in an historical con-
nection with the Roman Collegia patrorum and the
Collegia artificam established by Numa Pompilius,
second King of Rome, and which collegia also
conducted their meetings with closed doors)—had
for their ostensible design the erection of large and
stately edifices. To accomplish this more effectually
they obtained from several Popes and Kings, chart-
ers, granting them the privilege of building all over
central and western Earope, and of making their
own rules of internal government. To these corpo-
rations the world is indebted for those stupendous,
stately and numerous churches and other edifices
which are the ornament and pride of Enrope and
the admiration of the world.

As thess corporations were composed of men of
different aations, who belonged to different religions
or sects widely differing in their tenets, their rales
in respect to religious matters were naturally of the
most liberal nature ; but as the secret design of these
corporations was the propagation of liberal ideas, of
philosophy, science, art and literature, they, on the
the other hand, were oblized to enjoin upon their
members the most inviolable secresy, fidelity and
obedience to their laws.

(CONCLUDED IN OUR KEXT.)

The Lodge of Glasgow, St. Jobn, No. 3, has
recently celebrated ther 809th anniversary of its
existence, it having been erected by charter from
King Malcolm in 1057.
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GRAND LODGE REPORTS.

We have received the published proceedings of
the Grand Lodge of the State of Calilornia, at the
Annual Commuuication held itt October last, and alsv
those of the Grand Lodge of the State ot Uho, at the
Amnual Communication held in the same month.
Both volumes contain matter of much interest to the
Craft, and exhibit a healthy state of Masonic pros-
perity in the respective States. A s 'ect Committee
of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, on that part of the
address of the Grand Master referring to the Grend
Liodgc of Nova Scotia, reported the following resolu-
tion:, which were unanimously adopted :—

f ResoLveD 1at,—That the Grand Lodgo of Ohio rejoico to learn that
another member is added to the family of Grand Lodges, and chicerfully
and "with satisfaction acknowledgo tho Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia a
sister Grand Lodge, and do most cordially oxtend to her the rigit hand
of brothetly love and friendly groeting.

“ ResoLveD 2ud,—That we earnostly solicit that fricndly and broth-
orly intercouso and courtesy from the Right Worshipful Grand Master.
Ofticors, and brethren of Nova Scotia Grand Lodgo that is customary
between sister Grand Lodges.

* ResoLVED 3rd,—That tho Grand Secrctary be and is hercby
instructed to forward a copy of these resolutions to Bro. Charles J.
McDonald, Grand Secretary of the Graud Lodge of Nova Scotie.”

We regret to notice in the proceedings of both
these Grand Lodges that differences have arisen
with the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbis,
arising out of the claim of the latter, for its subordin-
ates, of the right " to confer the degrees upon any
applicant for the same, whether the residence of
such applicant be in said District, or in the jurisdic-
tion of any other State or Territorial Grand Lodge.”
The Grand Lodge of Ohio has gone the length of
cutting off Masonic intercourse with brethren so
initiated m the District of Columbia. The question
is an exceedingly interesting one, to which we may
take occasion to refer again.

&orvesponudence.

THE LODGE OF ANTIQUITY.

We take pleasure in publishing the following ex-
tract from a letter received from a Montreal brother
in relation to the Lodge of Antiguity, the first on
the roll of the Grand lodge of Canada:—

“The Lodge of Antiquity at this timo last year was indeed sunl very
<ory low, having been neglected and arbitrarily ruled for about three
years, the old members were declariog off, and very fow desirablo men
joining it. Now we aro indeed proud to say that through the uotinng
cfforts apd able managemest of R W, Bro, J C. Frawck, P. F. G. P.
of Capada, and his officers, the Lodgo has regained its old proud posi-
tion in t,9 Craft; wo have now a Committeo of Genoral Purposes who
attend to all motters financial or otherwise, concerning the Lodge. Thoy
mocet regularly onco a month, examino accounts, hear any cowmplaints,
doviso improvements, in fact, everything that can be dono outsido, and
then at the regular communication every mosth their report is pre-
sonted, recommending or not, as tho case may be, all matters therein
contained. This Board is composed of ten memoers, and in overy case
their reports have been unanimously recoived and adopted. Among
their recommendations are tho following, viz.—

¢ Raising initialion fo9 at commencement of year from twenty-fivoto
forty dollars, furnishing cach Master Mason with an apron; keopiug an
attendanco book of members, surponding 21 members for non-attend-
anco snd non-payment of dues; providing refreshmonts in tho anto-
room of the Lodge for visitors instead of adjourming to Public Houscs,
&c; officers appearing in full dress, forming a prnivato Benovolent

fund for tho use of our own members in time of vecd, and other many
improvements, too humerous to mention,  Their last report, howoever,
was the best ever presented, and if you will be kind enough to insert
tho following extract in full 1 sball {eel greatly obliged. 1t runs thus:

“Tho Committce feol that they,would not fully have discharged theiwr
Jdutiea did they nat before retiring recommend the fulluwiug preamblo
and resolutions, viz —That whereas tho order of Freemasonry would
be greatly benefitied in this Province if a higher scsle of fees were
charged by subordivato Lodges, and whereas the Lodgo of Antiquity
not only ranks before ull numbered Lodges under tho jurisdiction of
tuo Grand Lodgo of Canada, but has also been favcured by tho M. W,
tho Grand Lodgo with other spocial privileges, and should therofore
tako tho lead in any desirablo reform, bu it resolved

“That s0 soon as the Lodge bas, out of its general or unappropriated
funds, dischargod all debts due and owing by the Lodge, snd as soon
thereafter as a By-Lawcan be passed, that By-Law No. 21 bo expunged,
and dtho following By-Law under the samo number be onforced in its
stead, viz:

FEES AND DUES.

* *Tho feo for initiat a into this lodge shall bo one hundred dollars,
excep.ing only twhen tho applicant is the son of a mason in good
standing, who has been 3 momber of this lodge for threo consecutivo
years, in which case the feo shall be fifty dollars, both fees being for
tho three degreus, including Grand Lodge fees, certificato, M. M’s apron,
Book of Constitution and Clothing.

“*Tho Fecs for a joining momber shall bo Twenty-five dollars, excopt-
g ouly when the applicant was formerly a member of this Lodge, in
which caso, his fee for rejoining shall be ten dollars.

**‘An entered apprentico, joining will have to pay, besidos tho joining
feo, ten dollars for the socond and twenty dollars for the third degree.

***A fellow Craft joining will have to pay, besides the joining feo,
twenty-five dollars for tho third degree

“Wo havoalso aitered thesysiem of proposing Candidatessomewhat.
Before the proposition goes 1o the Lodge, 1t is scnt to tho Board and if
found objectionable the Committeo adviss the proposer privately of the
fact, and recommend 1t8 withdrawal, so as to savo black balling.

** Theso and many other improvements quito esscatial to guard our
landmarks and good fame havo been this year introduced, and wo find
that by chargiog ono huadred dollars for initiation, wo shall got a
botter class of men who can appreciate the value of knowledge. Before
closing 1 would beg also to state that previous to St. John’s day, the W,
Master delivered an address in writing to the Lodge, giving & retrospect
of the business of the past year, which was found very instructive to
tho members and is now printed and placed with our records.”

OFZFICERS INSTALLED.

We have received from correspondents the fol-
lowing list of officers installed on St. John's Day,
since our last:—

1]

PORT ROWAN.

Warsinonau Looce, No. 174.—Bros. S, N. Holt, W. M., re-clected ;
C. Benuett, S. W.; Jas. Ryan, J. W,, re-clected; Wm. Ross, Sec-
retary, re-elected; J. B. Doan, Treasurer; Jas. Raymond, 8. D.;
Walter Yonson, J. D.; John Hudson, I. G.; Jobn Collett, Tyler,
Rev. W. Aunderson, Chaplain; Wm. H Sthepson, D of C.5 Jas. P,
M ,rdan and Malcom McKenrie, Stewards. The lodgo mects on
-ne first Thursday after the full moon.

DUNHAM, C. E.

Pnevost Lopos, Nc. 1.—Bros. Stephen Baker, W. M.: Geo.
Baker, S W.; Levi Stevens, J. W., ‘Thos. Wood, Treasurer; Dr.
D. Stevens, Sceretary ; E. H. Goff, S, D., J. Oliver, J. D,; J:
Bowker and H. Sccly, Stewaris, G. L. Longeway, 1. G., — Scoly,
Tyler. The lodge meets on Tucsday, preceding full moon.

TORONTO.

Wisox Loogs, No. §6 —~Bros. John Scgworth, W. M.; R. J.
Eimball, P. M.; W. H. Archer, S. W.; J Summers, J. W.; Kivas
Tully, Treasurer; Alex. Patterson, Secretary ; Frank Hitlock, S.D,;
Edward Medealf, J. D.; Fred. Cfaxkc, D. of C.; Charles ﬂcvcy,
Orgavist; ‘Thos, Robinson and C. G. Duny, Stewards; John Ford,
I. G; Samucl McGowan, Tyler, Dr. Howson, Rep. Ben. Com.;
Robert Robinson, Jobn Hillock and William Thorne, dem. of Man,
Com. The lodge wects on the third Tuesday of overy month.

STANSTEAD.

Goupxx Ruus Loogs, No 12.—The brethsen of Golden Rule
Lodge mct for the installation of tho following officers on St.
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John's Day (27th Dec.) C. 8. Channell, W. M ; Thomas Stevenson,
8.W.; 1. B. Sanborn, J. W.; L. R. Robinson, Treasurer; W, 8.
Foster, Seccrotary; H. J. Martin, 8. D.; R. C. Parsons, J. D.;
S. W, Taylor and J. W. Moulton, Stewards; H. S. Hunter, 1. . :
. B. Colby, Tyler. After pnrtaf(ing of an excellent Supper av
Squire’s Hotel, the Lodgo re-assembled to listen toan excellent
address from R, W, Bro. Grabam, D, D. G. M, on practical mat-
ters connected with the Order, and applying gencrally to the work
and progress of the fraternity throughout Canada and the world,
The lodgo meets on Tuesday, on or before the full moon.

MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE.
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Ixriatior FEg—A. Correspondent asks, ** Has a lodgo tho power
{0 remit the initiation fos of $20 to a Candidato, after ho has received
his three degrees 1"

Axswere.—No.

Tae Bantor —Tho same correspondent puts the following ques-
tions:—

“].—Suppose a favorsble report is presented by a Comwitteo of
onquiry on tho petition of a Candidato, 13 it necessary or correct to
moro the adoption of tho report, and what effect would a negative vote
on a motion for its reception have ?

o . g it necessary or correct to move that the ballot be passed,
or does the W. M. order it?

« g —.Can abrother raiso or explain any objections he may have to
the reception of a candidate into the Lodgo beforo tho ballot, aud after
tho presentation of tho report?”

ANSWER.  1.—Tho ususl form on tho presentation of a report is for
zome brother to movo * That tho report bo received, and tho ballot

" Thig, however, is only a form, as the ballut must, whether
such a motion is made or not, bo passed. A negative vote therefore,
if it were possible to imagino such a thing, could not provent tho
ballot from being passed.

2.—The same answer applies lo this question.

8.—1t is quite compotent for any brother to raiso any objection or
explain any that may have been raised, beforo the ballot is
After it is passed, however, no discussion can take placo.

RELIZF.~—A Toronto Brother asks the following questions:—

«1,—If a brother leaves, say Europe, and residesin Canada for o
number of years, and doos not affiliato with any lodge, is ho entitled to
rolief, and, if yes, to what measure?

“9___Tg a brother that is in good standing with his mother lodge,
(though said lodge is not in the G, R. 0.) entitled to permanent retiof?

ug Ts the case of a brother who abandons the Craft for a period
of years, and does not pay dues to any lodge, when affiiction and
poverty overtake him, to bo rejected or not?

* In short (according to your opinion) are the nctions of reliel Com-
mittees of the A. F. and A. M. of Canada to be guided by the strict,
and often stern rules of mercantile lifo, or ought tho grand and besutt-
fal Masonic idea of brothorly love and charily to bo tho controlling
spirit 7" '

Axswer.—The first and third questions may bo answered in general
terms, thus: The unaffliated Mason, by the mere fact.of non-affiliation,
voluntarily surrenders bis claim to any Masonic privilege at the hands
of his brethren. But notwithstanding this rule, each caso must be
judged of on its own merits, and 1n tho light of that brotherly love and
charity which is tho guiding influenco witk all truo Masons, For
this reason it is impossiblo to lay down any cast iron rulo which will
apply to every case.

As to tho second quostion, the brother who is in good standing with
his mother lodgo is entitled to relief, even though that lodgo is not in
thoeG. R. G Tho great principles of brotherly lovo, reliel and truth,
can be circumscribed by no territorial boundaries, nor narrowed by
questions of Masonic jurisdiction Thoy are as universal in their
application as Masonry itself.

GEOMETRY—Is one of the noblest of sciences, and
the basis on which the snperstructure of Masonry
rests. It was regarded among the great and wise
men of antiquity with the highest veneration. Plato,
‘who had made considerable progress in thisscience,
placed over the portals of his celebrated Acad:

emy,—
* Let none enler who 1s ignorant of Geomelry.” ’

THE MARITIME PROVINCES.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

The last number of the Masonic Mirror received
by us was that published in November. It was pro-
mised then that the paper would be at once doubled
in size, the encouragement it had received justifying
the expenditure. We have not since yeceived it,
and sincerelfr hope that it has not ceased to be pub-
lished, Will some brother in the Lower Provinces
let us know what has become of our excellent con-

temporary.

From a St. John’s paper we take the following :—

“ Tho remains of tho late Mr. Androw Hastings were interred yester-
day with Masonic honors. Tho procession was under the control of
Worshipful Master Reed, of Albion Lodgo, of which the deceased was
s member. At tho grave the funeral service of the Qrder was read by
the Rev. Dr. Donald, tho Grand Chaplsin.

 Last night in the Masopic Hall, the *Emulation Lodge of Im-
provement ** was opened and the first meeting held. Thero was a very
large attendance of the brethren, and the E. A. Degree, with a portion
of tho lecture, wero renderod. This Lodge owes its origie entirely
to tho energy of the Grand Secretary, Mr. William F. Bunting, and it
will prove a valuable aid to those Freemasons who desire to become
acquainted with tho particular forms of the Craft. Tho meetings will
bo held overy Wednesday evening.”

NOVA 'SCOTIA.

The following is the proclamation of the Grand
Master Mason of Nova Scotia, and the leiter of the
Grand Secretary, to which reference is made in the
leading article of this number of THE CRAFTSMAN.
We ptﬁ)hsh them here as important Masonic pieces
Listoriques :

MASONIC PROCLAMATION.

By tar Mosr Worsmeror WM. H, DAVIES, Esg., ALD.

Grand Master Mason of Nova Scolia, and Grand Superintendent of
Scotlisk Royal Arch Masonry.

The following Resolutions were unanimously
passed at the Regular Quarterly Communication of
the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, held at Victoria
Eloik,sg;gllis Street, on  Friday, 14th December,

« Wherq,as, on the 80th November last, the Hon.
Alex. Keith, Provincial Grand Masster for Nova
Scotia of the Lodges formerly holding of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland, did constitute and apfpomt certain
Bersons.oiﬁce-bearers and members of a_so-called

rovincial Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, under
Scottish Authontﬁ; . B

And whereas the said apﬁlomtments and elections
are unconstitutional and ilegal, the warrants of
some of the Lodges out of which the so-called Pro-
vincial Grand iodge was formed, havingd been
regularly surrendered to the Grand Lodge of
Scotland by a majority of members, at 2 meeling
called for that purpose, by which, according to all
well known and recognized principles of Masonic
lawy, they were absolutely dissolved ;

And whereas the said appointments and elections
are farther illegal and unconstitutional, according to
the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, for
the following reasons:

First—That the persons so .apéxointed and elected
were not in _the position required hy Chap. 13 Sec. 3
of the said Constitution, which states that only such
as are Master Masons on the roll of the Grand Lodge
and members of Lodges within the Proyince, can ge
members of a Provincial Grand Lodge or office

bearers in & subordinate Lodge.
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Secondly—That in order to make an apparent
compliance with the said section of the Constitution,
certain persons did meet for the election of officers in
a so_ called subordinate Lodge under Scottish
jurisdiction, and did assume certain brethren of other

odges as members, previous to such election,
contrary to the Constitution of the said Grand Lod.(g:ﬁ
of Scotland, as laid down in Chap. 21, Sec. 12, whi
declares such elections void. .

hrdly-—That certain brethren were put in
nomination as office-bearers in the so-called Provin-
cial Grand Lodge, without their consent having
been previously obtained and vouched for. .

Fourthly—That certain of the so called office-
bearers being unaffiliated members_on the day
preceding their election, were ineligible for office,
as appears by Chap. 16, Sec. 2, of the aforesaid
Constitution. L

Be it therefore resolved, That the Most Worshipful
Grond Master of Nova Scotia is_authorized and
advised by this Grand Lodge to demand from the
Grand Lodge of Scotland the suppression of the said
tllezal body, so called the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Nova Scotia under Scottish jurisdiction, and to
publish and declare thesameasillegal and clandestine
in three or more city papers, and such other papers
as he may think desirable ; and warnall true brethren
to hold no Masonic intercourse with any of the
members thereof. .

And be it therefore resolved, That a co}};y of this
Resolution be immediately scii. to the Hon. Alex.
Keith, with an intimation that it he do within three
days publicly declare the formation: of the so-called
Provincial Grand Lodge as illegal, this proclamation
will not be made public, but otherwise the terms of
the said Resolution will be strictly carried out.”

No reply having been received from Mr. Keith, 1
in accordance with these Resolutions, do hereby
declare the so-called Provincial Grand Lodge under
Scottish authority, illezal and clandestine; and do
hereby forbid any brgaxren, holding under the juris-
diction of the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, havingany
Masonic intercourse whatever with any officers or
members of the so-called Provincial Grand Leodge,
resident in Halifax, or the Lodges Athole, Keith and
Scotia, holding under the same.

Dated at Hzfliihx, this 19th day of December, A.D.
1866, ot A. L., 5866.

TO THE FREE MASONS OF NOVA SCOTIA.

Brethren :—

Most of you are aware that in March last, 2 Grand
Lodge was formed in Nova Scotia, i accordance

with the Masonic law, and due intimation thereof

iven to the Grand Lodges of England, Scotland,
{fy;elaud, Canada and the United States. it was
formed by ten subordinate Lodges, and, has now
elevenon itsroll. Already has it been recognized
by the Grand Lodge of Canada and sixteen Grand
Lodges of the United States, all of whom have
weleomed it o the family of Grand Lodges, and
acknowledged the legality of its formation, and a
representative, duly accredited by the Grand Lodge
of Canada, has been zppointed by that body at the
Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, which nowas a
supreme, sovereign body, claims exclusive Masonic
jurisdiction over the territory of Nova Scotia, in
accordance with Masonic law, as laid down in
Mackey, Chase and Simons, and most eminent
authorities who have written on the subject; Olver,

2 celebrated English aunthority, not discussing the
matter atall. I shall now cite the law as declared
llqr these authorities. Brother Albert G. Mackey,

. D, Grand Sccretary of the Grand Lodge of Sou
Carolina, says:—

“ Let us supposo, then, that there is a territory of country within
whose political bounds Freemasonry has nover yet been introduced
in an organized form. Thero may bo~and, indeed, for the execy-
tion of the law which Is about to be explained, there must be—an
adequate number of Master Masons, but there isno Lodge. Now,
the first principle of Masonic law to which attention is to bo
directed in this condition of things, g, that any territory into
which Masonry has not been introduced in the organpized form of
Lodges is ground common to all Masonic authorities of the world,
and therefore that it is competent for any Grand Lodge to grant a
warrant of constitution and establish a Lodgoe in such unoccu-
pied territory, on the petition, of course, of a requisite number of
Masons. And the right of granting warrantsinures to every Grand
Lodge in the world, and may be cxercised by as many as choose
to do so, as long as no Grand Lodge is organized in the territory;
50 that there wmay be ten or a dozen Lodges working at the same
time in the same territory, and each one of them deriving its legal
existence from a different Grand Lodge In such a case, neither
of the Grand Lodges who have granted warrants acquires by any
such act exclusive junsdiction over the territory, which is still
open for the admission of any other Grand Lodge, with a similar
power of granting warrants. The jurisdiction excrcised, in this
condition of Masonry by the different Grand Lodges, is not over
the torritory, but over the Lodge or Lodges which each of them
bas established. But afterwards these subordinate Lodges may
desiro to organize a Grand Lodge, and they are competent to do
so under certain restrictions. In the first place it is essential that
not less than threb Lodges shall unite in forming a Grand Lodge.
Dermott, without any other authority that I can discover than his
owa ipse dixit, says that not less than five Lodges must concur in
the formation of a Grand Lodge; and Dr Dalche, who was origin-
ally an aucient York Mason, repeats the doctrine: but if this be
the true state of the law, then the Grand Lodge of England, organ-
ised in 1717, with the concurrence of only four Lodges, must bavo
been irregular.  The fact is, that there is no ancient regulation on
the subject, but the necessity of three Lodges concurring, is derived
from the well known principles of the civil law that & College or
Corporate body must consist of three persons at least. Two
Lodges could not unite 1n & Masonic College or Convention, nor
form that Corporate body known as a Grand Lodge ; but ot more
than three are necessary, and accordingly the Grand Lodge of
‘Texas, which was cstablished in 1837 by three Lodges, was at once
recognized as regular and legal by all the Grand Lodges of the
United States and other countrics, Assoon as the new Grand Lodge
is organized, it will grant warrants to tho Lodges that formed
it, to take cffect upon their surrendering the worrunts under
which they originally acted to the Giand Lodges from which they
had derived them. There is no regulation prescribing the precise
time at which these warmats are to bo surrendered ; but it secms
rcasonable to suppose that they could not surrender them before
the new Grand Lodge is organized, because the surrender of o
warrant is the extinction of & Lodge, and the Lodges must preservo
their vitality to give them power to organize the newautbority. The
Grand Lodge thus formed by the union of not less than three Lodges
‘n Convention, at once assnmesall the prerogatives of 8 Grand Lodgo
and acquiree exclusive Masonic jurisdiction over the territory within
whose geographical limits 1t has been constituted. No Todgo can
continue to exist or be subsequently established in the territory,
except underits authority,and all other Grand Todgesare precluded
from cxercising any Masonic authority within the said territory.
These are the principles of Masonic law which seem to be admitted
by universal conscat and sanctioned by constant usage in such
organizations.”

Bro. Geo. W. Chase, Editor of the Masonic
Journsl, says:

The usual mode of organizing a new Grand Lodge is as foliows :
A certain number of Lodges not less than three, holding warrants
from some legal Grand Loudge or from different Grand Lodges, meet
in conventivn by therr representatives, formally resolve to organ-
ize 8 Gmnd Lodge, adopt & constitution, and proceed to clect and
instal officers.  Itis necessary that it be a separate territory, aund
that there be no Giand Lodge at the time existing in it.

The Lodges must surrender their old warrants and take out new
ones from the Grand Lodge thus constituted. Each Grand Luodgo
has sole and exclusive Masonic jurisdiction throughout the limits
of the state or territory within which it is regularly established ;
therc can be but one legal Grand Lodge in a state or territory,
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Most Worship{ful Bro. John W. Simons, DPast
Grand Master of New York, says:—

« The Jurisdictional rights of & Grand Lodge do not extend
boyond the boundaries of the country, state or territory where it is
located, except where o country is Masonically vacant; that is,
having no Grand Lodge established init, in waichcaseall the Grand
Ludges in the world have concurreni jurisdiction there so far as
they may deem it proper to be exercised so that in a vacant terntory
one or a dozen Grand Lodges may charter subordinates, and cach
would be equally justified in so doing. When, however, a majority
of subordinates, being not less than three in number, choose to
cstabhish & Grand Ledge, then the territory is occupied, and not
only arc Grand Lodges in other states and countries forbidden to
excreise powers in tho territory ovcupied by the new Grand Lodge,
but their subordinetes [if any,] that may have refused to unito in
the formation of a Grand Lodge are to be withdrawn or left subject
to the digposition of the local authority

Now, brethren, I would ask You seriously to weigh
these opinions of such excellent authorities, and
decide whether the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia is
alegalbodyornot. True,youaretold by Mr. Keith’s

roclamation that we are clandestine, and that our
odges are held without proper a.utixonty, but I

challenge him or anf other Mason, to prove his
statement from any Masonic authorityin the world ;

his mere ipse dizzé can, 1 imagine, have but little
weight compared with the mass of evidence I have
adduced. That the Grand L'Od%si of Nova Scotia is
the supreme governing body in this Provinece cannot
be disproved, that it Bas been legally and constitu-
tionally formed is equally clear,—it has further, then
been duly recognized by seventeen Grand Lo%/ffes,
its officers have been regularly installed by Most
‘Worshipful Bro. Col. Wm. Mercer Wilson, Grand
Master Mason of Canada. What more, then, is
necessary? Some of you may ask, did the Lodges
which formed the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia
regularly surrender their charters, and I answer,
ses. Masonic law requires that the surrender must
¢ the act of the majority of members present at a
meeting called especially for the purpose, and that
the Master must concur in the surrender. All this
then, was done, and all moneys due to the Gran
Lodge of Scotland, were falthfu_lli paid by us. We
left the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Scotland
fairly and honorably, and that body can bring no
Masonic charge against us. Whence, then, are we
proclaimed clandestine? Clearly must it apﬁaar to
youal], that the onld; clandestine or irregular Masons
are those forming the lodges,socalled, Athole, Keith
and Scotia, working under the Provincial Grand
Lodge of Scotland 'By virtue of warrants so long
since legally surrendered and consequently extinct,
for, as Mackey says:—The smrrender of-a warrant
is the extinction of a Lodge. Now, Bretbren, we
place our case in your hands; most unwillingly have
we laid this matter open in the public prints. We
frankly tell you that webelieve it to be a proceeding
not in accordance with the spirit of Masonry, but
we have s0 long suffered misrepresentation to be
scattered broadcast over the Province without
raising a warning note, that we now consider it our
boun&e{l duty to state our position fairly to you,and
let you judge its merits. 'We desire no controversy.
Much rather wounld we cement the Craft of Nova
Scotia more firmly in the bonds of brotherly love,
and thus reflect honor on our ancient institution;
but when those who, it may be from disappointed
ambition or other motives, abandon 2 cause they
ad so vigorously fora time endeavoured to promote,
and proclaim those who had the courage to complete
the work clandesdne Masons, it becomes a faithful

sentinel on the watch towers of Masonry to give
fourth no uncertain sound. It will be seen]&y the
proclamation of the Most Worshipful Grand Master,

ublished above this letter, that he has not, in the
cast, interfered with the Lodges working under the
authority of the Grand Lodge of England. Sufficient
time will be allowed to permit our Fnglish Brethren
fairly to consider whetherit will not be more to their
own advantage to castin their lot withaGrand Lodge
on their own territory, which mnay be assumed to
understand their wants better than one 3000 miles
away. At the same time, let no one suppose that
the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia will, in any way,
depart from her high mission,—the cementing of the
Craft into one body, thereby forever burying in
oblivion the unhappy differences that so long have
distracted the brethren of Nova Scotia. For Mr.
Keith we entertain the highest respect, and have no
doubt that he has been led to take his present
unfortunate position by the influence of those whose
knowledge of Masonic law should have been more
extensive before tendering such uutortunate advice.

Fraternally yours,

CHAS. J. MACDONALD,
Grand Secreta&y,
G. L. of N.S.

From the Halifax Chronicle we learn that the Ma-
sonic Library and Reading Room, located in the
Victoria Buildings, Hollis™ street, were publicl
opened on St. John's day, when an elaborate an
excellent address, was delivered by W. H. Davies,
Tisq., M. D., Grand Master Mason of Nova_Scotia.—
There was a large number of the Masonic Frater-
nity present. At the close of the proceedings a vote
of thanks to Dr. Davies for his admirable address was
moved and unanimously passed, to which he appro-
priately responded.

CANADIAN MASORIC ITEMS.

4= We learn that a Ball, ander the auspices of
Manito Lodge, No. 90,is to be given on the 22nd
instant, at Collingwood, the dispensation of the M.
W. the Grand Iiﬂlasi:er having been_obtained for
that purpese. The arrangements being made are
such as will certainly render the Ball 8 very great
SRCCesS.

4@ The M. W. the Grand Master has directed
that the work shall be exemplified during the next
annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, the
exermplification to take place on the second :g.
Committee, consisting of R. W. Bro. Harns, R. W.
Bro. %. Bull, and V. W. Bro. T. White has been
named to perform the duty.

@ We are glad to learn that o lodge of Instruct-
jon has been opened for the Counties of Durham and.
Ontario, comprising the officers and members of

o it AL ceoneencrneeneeNO. 30, Whitby.
?exspﬁilni Lode .+ srereeeeeenNo. 31, Bowmanville.
Mount Zion % .eeveeererinens No. 39, Brooklin.
Durham B e No. 66, Newcastle.
Lebanon — %° ceeeeeesensesss No. 139, Oshaws.
Mount Horeb and Prince Albert Lodge,.....Prince

Albert.

i holding this Lodge, issued v
R.T\l?lv?: ]1311?:%;. %?ngler, D.D. G. M, was dxrecteg
to W. Bro. William McCabe, who is made respon-
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sible for the accuracy of the work. The lodge
meets four times in each month, at Bowmanville
on the first Thursday, at Oshawa on the second, at
‘Whitby on the third, and at Oshawa on the
fourth. We congratulate these lodges upon the
truly Masonic spirit which has dictated the form-
ation of this lodge of instruction.

{@ We have been shewn a_warrant from the
Grand Conclave of England and Wales, authorizing
the opening of an Encampment of Knights Tem-
plar, Knights of Malia, &c., at St. OCatharines, to be
entitled “ The Plantagenet Encampment.” It is to
be under the command of Sir Knight James Sey-
mour as Eminent Commander, and Sir Knights I¢,
Goodman and Dr. Mack, as first and_second Cap-
tains. The warrant bears date 14th November, A.
L. 5870, A. D. 1866, and A. O..748, We heartily
wish the new Encampment success.

{& A dispensation has been granted by the M. W.
the Grand Master, for the opening of a new lodge
at York in the County of Haldimand, to be called
“ The Enniskillen Lodge,” with W. Bro. James B.
Holden as W, M. The Lodge will be opened about
the end of this month.

at Rest.

Died, at Richmond, C. E., on Monday, 14th January, V. W, Bro.
Georoe Hore Narier, Grand Stewart and Past Master of St, Francis
Lodge, No. 67, aged 46 years.

Our late Brother was highly estecmed by all who knew him.
He was interred with masonic and military honors on the 17th
January. The funeral cortege was the largest over withessed
herctofore in that section of the Province. Ho leaves a wife and
two youog children to mourn their loss.

At Grimsby, on the 21st January, Brother Samael Kitchen,
85 years.

Brother Kitchen was onc of the fathers of Masonry iu this Coun-
try. Born in Sussex County, New Jersey, he came to this Country
with his parcnts in 1788, and in 1798 the family settled upon the
farm on which be lived until his death, He married in 1806,—~his
wife died only two yearsago. Ho was childless, but with the sparit
of kindness which always marked him, he reared some five or six
children of other persons who now mourn his death as that of
a kind and indulgent parent. Hec became a Mason sixty years
ago,and was a member of Tnion Lodge, Grimsby, from its form-
ation. During the troublous times of 1812 he did it good service
by saving the papers and jewels, being compclled to bury them in
the ground for safe keeping. Thoso papers are now in the hands
of R. W. Bro. Fowler of Kingston, who attaches much value to
them. When age and growing infirmities mede it impossible for
him to attend the Commuuications of the Lodge, he was made an
honorary member, a position which he retained until his death.—
In accordance witn his own request, he was buried with Masonic
honours, a large concourse of brethren attending the funeral to
perform the last sad offices for one whom they loved and esteemed
as o true brother.
=

MONTHLY BRECOBRD OF CURRENT EVENTS.

—Gold is 8aid to have been discovered in several of tho Town-
ships in the County of Peterborough.

—1It is said that Count Bismarck is to represent Berlin in the
Prussian Parliament about to be assembled.

~The Hon. T. D. McGeesailed for England on the30th January,
to attend the Paris Exbhibition as Commissioner from this country,

—It is rumored that the Imperial Government intend to expend
two millions of pounds sterhing in the fortification of the wty of
3ontreal.

—A gold nugget weighing thirty pounds has been found, itis
said, at the Dc¢ Lery Micing Company’s grounds, at the Salbert
river.,

—Canadian sccurities in the English market have advanced from
three to six per cent since the meeting of the ccufederation
‘dele sates in London, -

aged

—Tho Colonial delegates in England havo agrecd upon aschemeo
for tho union of tho Provinces, which has beon submitted to the
Colonial Secretary, and accepted by tho Imperial Government, It
will be prosented to Parliament early in tho session.

—The American Yachtsmen have been foted in England and
France to a great oxtent. Mr. Bennott, tho owner of tho winning
yacht ¢ Henrictta,” offered it as a present to Princo Alfred, but the
offer was courteously declined. .

—It is rumoréd that Lord Monck will not again return to
Canads, as Governor General, but tho appointment, so soon as
Confederation has been accomplished, will be conferred upon
Lord Naas, an Irish Pecr. .

—The Imperial guarantes for tho intcrcolonial Bailway is to be
jncreased to £4,000,000, aud the terms of the gutranteo heving
been decided upon, & cable despatch informs us that it is to be at
once placed upon the market.

—The trials of the Fenians remaining in Toronto jail have been
going on at Toronto, and a number have been convicted, and sen-
tenced to bo hanged on the 5th March next, Of course the
sentences will bo commuted to twenty years penal servitude in the
Penitentinry, in accordance with the despatch of Lord Carnarvon.

—The magnificent subsidy hitherto given by the British Gov-
crnment to the Cunard line of steamers ia to be discontinued aftex
the present year, the postal contract being at an end. The Ameri-
can system of sending tho mails in“bags, by any steamer that may
bo crossing, paying for the service such rates as may be agreed
upon, will in future be adopted.

—The question of Presidential impeachment continues to excite
& great deal of attention in the States. The President bas vetoed
another Bill ‘or the admission of Nebraska as a State, on the con.
dition of impartial ‘manhood suffrage, an act which bas rather
increased tho feeling of hostility against him. It is not likely
that anything will be done until after the new Congress mests on
tho 4th March.

—The trial of the Rev. Mr, Babin, at Aylmer, for the murder of
his sister, has excited a great deal of interest; and the verdict of
not guilty, rendered by tho Jury, has been very generally con-
demned. Babin’s sister was a deformed cripplc whom he was
anxious to get rid of, and catrusted her to the care of & man named
Ledoux, a notoriously bad man of whom he confessedly knew
nothing. Tho theory of the defence was that Ledoux had mur-
dered the girl ; but he has gone to the Stetes and could not be
found for the trial,

—A fine example of liberality has just been given by the Canada
Life Assurance Company of Hamilton, OQur late Brother Qeorge
Veitch of Plattsville, had an insurance on his life in that Com:
to the extent of $1000. This insurance Bro. Veitch had allowed
to run out at the cnd of last November, through neglecting to pay
the premium, and ho expired rather suddenly on Christinas day.—e
The whole staternent of the affair having been Iaid befores the
Directors of the Company by their obliging and attentive Agentin
Galt, Wm. Cooke, Esq., they have most generously agreed to pay
tha widow the full amount of his Assurance, as a gratuity., Such
liberal conduct ag this will cnsure to the Company the hearty
approval and support of tho public gencrally,

~—The Spectator makes o resumé of the receipts and expenditures
of the province during the last six months, which exhibits a very
satisfactory state of aflairs :— !

Reeclpts Expenditure,
B £ RS 3 Tk 47X ] $1,665,699
August iioieoieiiieiniencereseaanaen.e 1,302,657 1,140,681
September..coviinstvocesecanen e «.. 1,170,893 16,931
Qctober ..... Ceeetenanes seeeeaes 1,172,071 903,229
November. .. 982,116 1,217,126
December.... 798,108 461,282
Totals ....... veeserienen vesesaceseans $6,832,087 $6,103,718

Showing an excess of receipts over expenditure of $728,289,

F, J. RASTRICK,
Architect and Civil Engincer, Houte and Land Agent.

3r. R. is prepared to furalsh DcslgnB Tlans, &c., for Masonlc Halls, Lodge-
Rooms ot any other classof haildiag , Dravghtamen’s work for machinery and

patent rights, at moderate charges,
Orrice~Craltsman Building, 2ain Btreot, Bamilton,

““THE CRAFTSMAN,"
Aud British Ymerican Pusonic Becord,

Tesmed o ths 15th of vach month, a3 $1.30 a yuar, bty
Bros. T. & R. WHITE, HAMILTON, C. W.
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