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CONSTITUTION,

Iti-fatoH m\i Wmwt %uk3
OF THE

§iEti\,KSPISA]EIE <W3W.

OF MONTREAL.

^iiiii&t^ Ht a Special iltertmg of ti)f €luft,

HELP FOR THAT PURPOSE,

ON THE 5th day OF JUIiE, 1849.

I,

" THE SHACOW OP A MIGHTY NAME."

MONTREAL: PRINTED BY J. STARKE & CO.
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SHAKSPEARE CLUB,
Founded, SeptemberlSth, 18i3.

preamble.

The Montreal Shakspeare Club was organized on the

18th day of September, 1843 ; and its leading object was

declared by its original Constitution, to be the cultivation

of a taste for Literature amongst its members. With this

view, its Constitution provided that it should hold regular

and frequent meetings, at which original Essays should be

read, and subjects of general interest debated.

On the 1st May, 1849, the Society grafted upon its

original design a social character ; and in order to meet the

requirements of its improved condition, on the 5th day of

June, in the same year, amended its By-Laws, besides

confirming the Constitution.

Attest,

W. A. HIMSWORTH,

D. G. DALY,

Shakspeark Club Room,
June 5th) 1849.





CnnstitiitiDR.

*r*/\/^/s/iy /Si'v/\/>.'^->^\y«^^^.^>^^ •'%^**^,,*'_*• ^ rf '^^

^

T.—The name of .he Chib shall be The Name,

Montreal Siiakspeare Club.

n.—The Club sh^il consist of three classes of Members.

Members ; Honorary, Associate, and Ordinary

III.—Its Officers shall be, a President, First Officers.

Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Secretary,

Treasurer, and Assistant Secretary, to be elected

annually, from among its Ordinary Members.

IV.—It shall hold regular and frequent meet- « ..° A »- Meetings.

ings, for the reading or delivery of Essays or Lec-

tures of a literary character, and for extempore

debate on questions previously selected.

v.—This Constitution shall not be altered or Amendment
amended at any other meeting of the Club than aSon^^^'^""

regular meeting, held in the month of December
in any year ; nor at such meeting, unless notice

of any motion to be submitted for that purpose

shall have been duly given at the four cons'cutive

regular meetings previous ; nor unless as many as

twenty ordinary members of the Club shall be

• , '^

'



present at such meeting, and as many as four-
fifths of Ae ordinary members present and voting,
shall vote in favor of such motion. And all such
alterations or amendments thereof as may be so
adopted, shall take effect from and after the first

of January next following their adoption.
^
If
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^^ ^^j^.r^^^^

I -Every proposition for Memberslup in this „„,„,„„„
L/lub must be made m writing by two Members '^"'^ Election

r^f iX.^ r^^ X. 1^1 . .
^ of Members.

ot the Club, which proposition shall be displayed
in some conspicuous place in the Club House,Vor
the space of not less than six days from the mak-
ing thereof, and a ballot yote shall be taken utdou
the same at the regular meeting next after it shall
haye been so made.

ir—Any gentleman whom the Club may desire
,i^„^j.

to elect as an Honorary Member thereof, ^n""""'^'
account of his talent, character or station, may be
so elected, after written proposition, and by ballot,
as aforesaid,—not less than twenty yotes requiring
to be cast, and one black-ball in ten excluding.

HI—Any gentleman residing not less than
fourteen miles from Montreal, may be elected j,s

''''''''''

'

an Associate Member of the Club, after written
proposition and by ballot as aforesaid, one black-
ball in five excluding.

IV—In all ballot yotes upon the Proposition
^^.^j^^^

,

of the name of any gentleman as an Ordinary '

"'"'^^'

Member of the Club, one black-ball in five shall

exclude.
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K^^. , ^T^'"'
^'•'''"'''y ^'^^^'^'^ of the Club shall

alone be entitled to vote at elections of Officers
or on motions for the amendment of the Constitu-
tion or By-Laws of the Club.

Honorary VI.—The Honorary and Associate Members of
!{11.?--=the Club shall be entitled to be present at all its

mectmgs, to take part in its proceedings, and to
vote on all questions coming before the Club, ex-
cept as above provided ; unless in the case of
iJouse Rules, when associate members shall be
allowed to vote.

vmifS.
^"—'^^evy ordinary member of the Club shall

bS """- P;'^,*° '*' ^""''^ ™ Entrance Fee oftwo pounds ten
shilhngs, and also a Yearly Subscription of two
pounds ten shillings

; the latter to be held payable
zn advance, on the first of January in every year •

Provided always, that any member elected after
the fiist of July in any year, shall be held to pay
a subscription of twenty-five shillings only, for
such year.

STaSV;
,

7"—Members of the Legislature, (not resi-

^^^ '^'"*"' Montreal,) shall, on being balloted for, pay

IThmT ^^'/^'^^^^^^^ F^^ of t^^o pounds ten shillings, and
and a Yearly Subscription of twenty-five shillings

;

and Regimental and Commissariat Officers, and
Officers on the Stafi^ (not being heads of Depart-
ments,) shall pay an Entrance Fee of one pound
five shillings, and the regular Ye^^rly Subscription,

of H. M.'s
Service



on being balloted for, in the same manner as other
ordinary members. Gentlemen who have left the
Club, having paid up their just dues to the Trea-
surer, shall be admitted by ballot, under the same
rules as prescribed for the admission of Ordinary
Members, but shall only be called upon for pay-
ment of half the usual entrance fee.

IX.—No Member, being in arrear to the Club, Disabilities

shall be eligible to any office, or as a Member ofSnaJrSn"
any Committee of the Club, or be entitled to
speak or vote at its Meetings. Nor shall the
resignation of any Member so in arrear be accepted
by the Club. Should any Member not have paid
his yearly subscription by the first of April in any
year, his name shall forthwith be struck from the
list of the Members of the Club.

X.—The proposers of any gentleman who may ^ .^^^.^.

have been elected as an Ordinary Member, shall I'ropSs!'

be held responsible for the punctual payment of
his Entrance Fee, and of his subscription for the
current year.

XL—Every Associate Member shall be required EntranceFee
to pay an Entrance Fee of Ten Pounds, to be paid Mombert''
in all cases before the entering of the name of
such associate member on the List of the Members
of the Club.

XIL—The Officers of the Club shall bo elected
di ine iaoL iuguiur meeung oi the Club in the t'lip^cers.
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month of December in every year, and sliall enter
on their respective offices on the first of January
next following.

Jltii'SS
^"^•-^^* t^^e regular meeting next previous to

such election, and again at the meeting appointed
for the same and immediately before proceeding
thereto, the President shall call for nominations to
tiie several offices

; and all nominations thereupon
duly made and seconded shall be recorded by the
Secretary, the Club being first satisfactorily assured
of the willingness of the party nominated to serve,

if elected.

Mode of

Election.

Liability of

Oflicert".

Duty of

President.

XIV.—If for any office only one person shall be
so put in nomination, the President shall thereupon
declare such person duly elected. And if for any
office more than one person shall be so put in

nomination, the Club shall proceed to elect to the
same by ballot from among the persons so nomina-
ted

;
and a majority of all the votes cast shall in

such case be required in order to such election.

XV—Every Officer of the Club not present at
any regular meeting shall be fined for such absence
in the sum of five shillings

; unless, upon sufiicient

excuse being given, the Club shall see fit to remit
such fine.

XVI.—It shall be the duty of the President to
take the Chair at the meetings of the Club ; to
decide all questions of order, and generally to ex-

I
,
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ercise all the functions incident to that office. At
the first reguiai meeting of the Club after his
election he shall deliver an address.

XVTI.—In the absence of the President, the vic.-Presi.

Vice-Presidents, in order of rank, shall perform
'^'"^'•

the duties of the President, and at the last meet-
ing of the winter session, the Senior Vice-President
bnall deliver a closing address.

XVIII.~In case of the absence of the President Tcmporan-
and of both the Vice-Presidents at any meeting of

^''^''^"'"^"'•

the Club, the duties of President shall devolve
upon such member of the Club as shall be elected
Chairman for the occasion.

XIX—It shall be the duty of the Secretary to
.,,^,,^^.^^

keep an accurate record of the proceedings of the

'''''''"'^'

Club, to preserve carefully its papers, and to con-
duct all the correspondence of the Club, with the
exception of that especially relating to the Trea-
surer's department. At the last regular meeting
in the month of December in every year, he shall
read to the Club a detailed report of its proceed-
ings for the past year.

XX.—It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to ^^ca un
collect and take charge of the Funds of the Club

;

to pay all orders for money on account of the Club,'
signed by the President, Secretary, or Chairman
of the House Committee; to keep accurate ac-
counts of his receipts and disbursements ; to lay

rer.
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before the Club a half-yearly balance sheet of its

affairs ; to read to the Club, at the last regular

meeting in the month of December in every year,

a full yearly report, in which shall be stated the

names of all members in arrear, and the amount

due by each ; and further, from time to time, to

report to the Club the names of any members in

airear, and the amount due by each, whenever

required so to do by the Club or by the President.

XXI.—In the absence of the Secretary, the

Assistant Secretary shall perform his duties; and

it shall be his duty at all other times to render him

any required assistance.

XXII.—There shall be three Standing Com-
(jommiuocs. mittccs of the Club, to be called respectively The

Council, the Library Committee, and The House

Committee.

Assistant
Sfcretaiy.

Their Com
position.

Election

XXIII.—Each ofthe said Committees shall con-

sist of the Officers of the Club and four other

members, who shall be elected by the Club at the

and tjuorum. game time and in the same manner with the

Officers, and three members of each Committee

shall be a Quorum thereof.

XXIV.—It shall be the duty of the Council to

exercise a general superintendence and manage-

ment of the affairs of the Club ; and in particular,

to prepare and cause to be printed a Programme

of Literary Exercises for tiie Winter Session of

the Club.

Duty of

Council.

i



XXV.—It shall be the duty of the Library LibraryCom-

Committee to take charge of the Library of the
'"'"*^^'

Club ; to expend such funds as the Club may place

at their disposal for the purchase of books, to make

and carry into effect any required arrangements

for the use of the Library, and to submit a full

report of their proceedings at the last regular

meeting in the month of December in every year.

XXVL—It shall be the duty of the House Com- Dnty of

mittee to enforce the House Rules of the Club, mittee.

and generally to superintend and manage all affairs

of the Club connected therewith.

XXVII.—On the occurrence of a vacancy in
g/vTcandes

any Office, or in any Standing Committee, the

Club shall proceed, at the regular meeting next

after that at which such vacancy shall have been

announced, to an election to till the same. And
such election shall bo conducted in the manner

prescribed for the regular yearly election.

XXVIH.—The Summer Session of the Club summer and

shall comprise the months of May, June, July gj'onbf
''

^^*"

August, September and October ; and the Winter

Session the remainder of the year. During the

Summer Session, the Club shall meet for the trans-

action of business at least once in the w^eek. Dur-

ing the Winter Session, the Club shall meet for

Literary Exercises once in every week, (excepting

GV^

f
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wise ordered by special vote of the Club or of the

Council.

iic-uii>f XXIX.—The regular meetings of the Club shall

Literary Ex- be held at the Club House on such evenings and

at such hour as the Club or the Council may from

time to time, by vote, direct. And the Literary

Exercises of the Club at each meeting shall be such

as the Council shall have appointed by their Pro-

gramme, except in so far as the Club may vote or

agree to vary the same.

Order of
XXX.—Whenever such Exercises shall consist

Singl^'"' ^^ ^^ Essay, Address or other Reading, and also

of a Debate, such Essay, Address or other Read-

ing, shall precede such Debate.

Debaters,— XXXI.—To ensure the regular conduct of every
ow appoint-

j)(j|)^^^g forming part of such Exercises, two or more

Members shall be named as Debaters at the regu-

lar meeting next preceding that for which such

Debate may have been appointed ; and it shall be

their duty to open such Debate affirmatively and

negatively. After the regular Debaters shall have

spoken, the question shall be open to the Club.

The member who opened the discussion shall have

the right of reply. The Presiding Officer shall

• then, if he sees fit, sum up the arguments, and the

Cl'^b shall divide upon the question.

Debaters XXXII.—Evcry member regular]v named to

liogiect." " take part in the Literary Exercises of the Club at

^
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any meeting, and fjiiling so to do, shall be fined in

the sum of five shillings, unless, in consideration

of his having provided a substitute and ofiered a

sufficient excuse, the Club shall see fit to remit

such fine.

XXXIII.—Special Meetings of the Club may be special

held at the Club House, whenever convened with ^*^^*"^^'

due publicity by order of the Club, or of the

Council, or of the President, for the trans^- tion of

such business as may be stated in the notice con-

venino: such meeting.

XXXIV.—The following shall be the regular q^^^^ ^^

Order of Business at all meetings of the Club :— Business.

1. The Literary Exercises of the Meeting.

2. Announcement of Literary Exercises and

appointment of Debaters for the next

Meeting.

3. The reading and confirmation of the Minutes

of the preceding Meeting.

4. Balloting for Candidates for Membership.

6. Propositions of Candidates for Membership.

6. Miscellaneous Business.

XXXV.—At all meetings of the Club, the pros- Quorum,

once of five or more ordinary members shall be

requisite for the transaction of any business.

XXX VI.—The Anniversary of the formation of
Anniversary.

the Club shall be celebrated on the 18th of Sep-

tember in every year—unless wlien that day shall
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be Sunday, in which case the celebration shall take

place on the day following,—by such members of

the Club as may be disposed to unite in such cele-

bration, and in such manner as the Club or the

Council and the House Committee shall from time

to time direct.

XXXVII.—House Rules of the Club may at

any time be altered or amended, or any addition

made to them, at a^.y regular meeting of the Club,

upon motion to that effect made after notice duly

given at the regular meeting previous, and in pur-

suance of a vote of tlie Council and House Com-
mittee, directing that such motion be so submitted

to the Club.

XXXVIII.—These By-Laws shall not be alter-
Ameiuiment
of By-Laws, cd or amended, nor any addition made to them,

unless at a regular meeting of the Club, at which

as many as ten ordinary members of the Club shall

be present, and after notice duly given, at the

regular meeting previous, of the motion to be sub-

mitted for that purpose.

1

1
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I.—The House Committee shall hold weekly meetings, at

such times as they may from time to time appoint ; minutes

whereof shall be preserved in a book to be kept for that

purpose : Provided always that the Minute Book be open

to inspection of the members of the Club at all times.

II.—The House Committee shall submit to the Club, at

its annual meeting, with its rep^ ; for the past year, a

statement of the expenditure incurred in the department

under its charge ; and shall further, at the meeting previous

to such annual meeting, submit an estimate of the probable

expenditure for the ensuing year.

in.—The Club House shall be open every day for the

reception of members, at Eight o'clock, a. m. ; and shall

continue open until one o'clock, a. m., (except on Sundays,

when it will only be open from Two p. m. to Ten p. m.)

The Club House to be closed on Saturday night at eleven

o'clock precisely. The gas will invariably be tui ned off at

the closing hours above named, and no light will be per-

mitted in the Club Rooms, except for the use of se-vants,

after those hours, subject however to any special directions

which the House Committee may issue in th*3 behalf.

4
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IV.—No Smoking will be allowed in any part of the

Club House, except the Smoking Room.

V.—No Game of Cards, except Whist, shall bu allowed

within the Club Houoe, and that only after eight o'clock,

p.m. ; and no Game whatever shall be permitted in the Club

Rooms between eleven o'clock each Saturday and the fol-

lowing Monday.

VI.—Games of Hazard shall not, under any pretence,

be played in the Club Rooms, neither shall Dice be used

therein, except for the Game of Backgammon.

Vn.—No Betting shall be allowed in the Club House,

no?' shall any higher rate than Quartor-Dollar " Points'* be

plavtd for. Any infringement of this Rule to bo imme-

diaioly reported to the Club by the House Committee.

Vni.—No Member shall take, or permit to be taken

away, from the Club House, on any pretence whatever,

or shall injure or destroy, any Newspaper, Periodical, or

other article, the property of the Club.

IX.—Members shall pay their bills and every expense

they incur in the Club House bofore leaving the same.

X.—No Member shall, on any account, bring a dog into

the Club House

XI.—Strangers residing upwards of fifty miles from

Montreal shall, if introduced by a Member, have the

pixvilege of visiting the Club House for one fortnight after

such introduction.



19

XII.—Any infr ction of these Rules shall be :aken

cognizance of by the House Committeo, who swall have

the power of inflicting such penalty as the case may re-

quire, unless they should consider the offence deserving of

suspension or expulsion, in which case they shall submit

the matter to the Club for its action.

XIII.—These Rules and Regulations shall be printed,

and hung up in some co.ispituous place in the Club House,

and a copy of them delivered to every Member, or trans-

mitted to his address, and shall thenceforth become binding

upon every Member of the Club; but no member shall be

absolved from the effect of these Rules on any pJ'^gation

of his not having received them.

r

I



LIST OF

MEMBERS OF TEE SHAKSPEABE CLUB,
In t^tix ^xtitx of Senion'tp,

ON THE REVISION OF THE BY-LAWS ON THE 4th OF JUNE, 1849.

?^onorari? {h^tmhtxa.

DR. THOMAS WHITELAW, Royal Artillery.
HON. R. S. JAMESON, Vice-Chancellor, Toronto.
G. R. ROBERTSON,EsQ Montreal.
W. C. MACREADY, Esq London.
HON. CHIEF JUSTICE ROBINSON, .Toronto.
B. H.SMART,EsQ London.
HON. P. McGILL, Montreal.
HON. GEORGE MOFFATT, Montreal.
REV. W. A. ADAMSON, A, M Montreal.
J. XL HAGARTY, Esq

._ Toronto.
DR. BARBER, Montreal.
DR. J. C. FISHER, L. L. D Quebec.
HON. MR. JUSTICE DRAPER Toronto.
.iON. WM. CAYLEY Toronto.
HON. R. E. CARON Quebec.
HON. SIR ALLAN N. McNAB Hamilton
HON.D. DALY Reform Club,

London.
HIS EXCELLENCY J. M. HIGGINSON, Esq Antigua.
REV. JOS. ABBOT, A. M Monireal.
HON. J. H. CAMERON Toronto.
RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF ELLESMERE .... London.
JOHN P. COLLIER, Esq London.
HON. WM. BADGLEY, Montreal.
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UB.

E, 1849,
'1

UB,

N.

;

JOSEPH S. LEE.
MYER SOLOMONS.
C. ^V. AUSTIN.
C. S. BURROUGHS.
THOMAS G. FENWICK.
ALEXANDER URQUHART.
ANDREW ROBERTSON.
W. H. FLEET.
MURDO McIVER.
ALEXANDER CROSS.
JOSEPH WALKER.
W. M. ROBERTSON.
A. K. LAVICOUNT.
THOMAS URE.
GEORGE MOFFATT, Jr.

F. W. TORRANCE.
E. C. BOURRET.
F. G. JOHNSON.
EDMUND A. MEREDITH.
EDWARD CARTER.
ALEXANDER McKENZIE.
CHRISTOPHER DUNKIN.
E. G. PENNY.
ALEXANDER S. MENZIES.
HUGH E. iMONTGOMERIE.
ROBERT CHALMERS.
L. G. BROWN.
WM. ERMATINGER.
WALTER C. CROFTON.
S. LESTER TAYLOR.
WILLIAM B. LINDSAY, Jr.

C.E. ANDERSON.
DAVID R. WOOD.
AUGUSTUS N. HEWARD.
T. D. HARINGTON.
W. E. D. BELL, (Captain, 23rd Regt.)

HON. A. F. EGERTON, A. D. C.

E. L. MONTIZAMBERT,
W. A. HIMSWORTH.
LORD MARK KERR, A. D. C.

'
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DOMINICK GORE DALY.
GEORGE CLARKE.
T. B. DeWALDEN.
FERDINAND SMITH.
JOHN ADAMSON.
KING BARTON.
J. C. TARBTUT.
F. R. LOOMIS.
W. G. MACK.
WILLIAM F. COFFIN.
ADAM J. FERGUSSON, M. P. P.

A. N. FORBES.
E. S. CLAREMONT, D. A. A. G.

RANDALL CURELL.
J. L. DAMPIER.
E. S. LESUE.
F. L. B. NOAD.
FRANCIS GRANT, A. Jj. C.

THE EARL OF ERROLL, A. D. C.

JOHN LEEMJNG.
HENRY CHAPMAN.
HON. J. A. Mcdonald, m. p. p.

DR. R. L. McDONELL.
C. p. LINDSAY.

J. F. PRINGLE, Esq Cornwall.
J. D. PRINGLE, Esq Cornwall.
W.G.ROSS,EsQ

, Quebec.
MR. SHERIFF RUTTAN, Co",oirRG.

HENRY RUTTAN, Esq Coeourg.
W. HARRINGTON, E:!q Quebec.
ARTHUR RANKIN, Rq Sandwich.
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