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The question of the propriety of emigration to dome dis-

tant settlement, in any individual instance, will ;jrobably

be resolved on, like many other weighty matters, be-

fore any advice is asked on the subject ; for every one

knows his own affairs best. None think of taking such an
adventurous step without believing themselves come to years

of discretion, and consequently more capable than any other

person of deciding in their own cases on this important and
transporting plan for the future. When friends are con-

sulted, some advise it as a most prudent scheme, and others

dissuade from it as the worst possible ; these on both sides

sometimes knowing little about the propriety or impropriety

of the consulter's resolution, which may depend on divers

cogent reasons wisely reserved for his own particular consi-

deration, that he may have some advantage over his privy

council in coming to a right judgment.

As I would leave every one to manage their own concerns,

in so far, I shall offer no advice on the question of to go, or

not to go, but when any intending emigrant has finally made
up his mind, and " no mistake," then I am sure he will

listen to reason if it is all in his own way of thinking. If he will

in this state apply to the present little work for information,

it will most likely be able to answer at least one anxious in-

quiry, on which he may still very probably be open to con*

y'iction—-whitherto shall I emigrate ?

a
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I shall suppose, therefore, that iny readers have passed the

great preliminary resolution of removing for life from the land

which has hitherto been their home, to another beyond the

confines of the old world. Their easy chairs must be left

behind, as they will be well aware, and also many domestic

comforts, particiilarly if tfiey have any thoughts of the Sush ;

but man must yield to circumstances, and it has been a

custom of ancient date to be obliged to seek one's fortune

elsewhere, and to take the road where Hope stands bolt-

upriglit as a finger post, pointuig to some country in the dis-

tance—a perspective in the mind's n/e, where all that is de-

sirable may be found, if the search is diligently made.

But flights of imagination are migratory excursions which

we ought to indulge in as little as possible, and we shall

now, in sober seriousness, sit down to the consultation, with

a determiniition that after having discovered and satisfactorily

<letermined on the best place for removing our tents to, that

then we shall call witnesses, examine documents, and ask

advice from every one whom we may think capable of giv-

ing it, and of proving that we are right.

The countries usually chosen with this view are Canada,

the United States, Australia, or New South Wales, Van
Dieman's Land, Nova Scotia, the Cape of Good Hope, and
th(? Colony at Swan River.

It was perhaps hardly necessary to mention the two last,

as they are rather out of date, though they have had their day.

The Swan River territory was highly praised some years

ago ; a most flattering Botanical report was made to Go-
vernment of its capability for raising, if not corn and live

stock, yet very fine trees and shnibs and many curious and
beautiful flowers, with numerous flocks of splendid Parro-

(juets, and a few strange animals called Kangaroos. Some
hundreds of emigrants accordingly settled their aifairs in

this country, ^r ^oorf, and after some oquabbling at home
about who should secure the greatest quantity of the best

land, in the distribution of which much partiality was shewn,

and rat!)er disproportionate grants made, (the Colonial Office,

exemplifying the old iidago of light come, light go,)—the

expedition set sail for the land of promise, and of still greater

expectation. Ship after ship was announced for Swr.:i River,

and fortunate were they deemed who had waited till then.
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Tlie bubble of Poyais had burst, and its last sparkles had
!)een blown away through the thick tangled woods and

marshes of that fatal climate, where its wretched dupes bad

found nought but misery, suffering, or death. The Swan
emigrants have not been so completely deceived, but this is

not saying much in their favour. They carried with them

a Governor, civil and military establishment, and every thing

was done to ensui-e success, with the exception of procuring

a true knowledge of the country to which they were going.

Besides the long and expensive voyage, occupying generally

nearly five months, it was found that the river eould not be

even entered by shipping, and scarcely by loaded boats, from

the rocky shallows at its mouth ; and shipping were obliji,ed

to anchor in an open roadstead off (iarden Island, some leagues

distant from the Swan. This seems a bar to any permanent

importance being attached to the Colony ; for without an easy

access to the sea it obviously can never rise to any emi-

nence as a commercial place, nor can its inhabitants thrive.

The soil is sandy and poor within many miles of the coast,

but after ascending the river a considerable way, the country

improves greatly, and is blest with an excellent and salubrious

climate—the last no slight advantage to be taken into ac-

count. By persevering industry a capital has been built,

and farms are beginning to rise under its protection, yet most

of the settlers have been nearly ruined, and all have too

much reason to be disappointed- The natives have proved

very troublesome and dangerous neighbours : in almost every

number of " the Perth Gazette," there is an article headed
** The natives again" and details are given of their attacks

and depredations. The white ants are found extremely de-

structive—every kind of European commodity is enormously

dear, and the Colonists have little money to purchase ; —good
servants or workmen are nearly impossible to be procured,

few in that capacity being able to go so far, so there is little

choice ;—all articles of even common necessity, except what
the settler can raise or manufactui : for himself, are high ;

and, in short, the Colony seems now only to be kept up by
those who have committed themselves to it so far that they

cannot well separate their interests from it.

There is now little heard of the Colony for emigrants at

the Cape of Good Hope, though begun also under the ex«

a
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press Sanction of Government, and with their as8i9tance> in

the hack settlements there. It has proved even a greater

failure than the Swan Utopia. The climate has been found

too hot for European constitutions to thrive in ; the Colonists

are exposed to hostile at^^cks from the natives ; wild beasts

and noxious reptiles ; at a distance from Cape Town, and

their harvests have frequently failed from various causes. Of
late, so few communications relative to this secluded establish-

ment have been made public, that the general interest in its

welfare has almost died away.

Our Colonies of New Branswick, Nova Scotia, Cape
Breton, Prince Edward's Island, and Newfoundland, are ge-

nerally viewed as better adapted for fishing settlements than

for agricultural purposes. They are admirably situated and

formed for the firat of these, and fish swarm in their nume-
rous bays, and in their rivers. They are becoming also much
more cultivated than they were, and many emigrants have

found comfortable homes in their interiors. Their climates

may be said to be very conducive to healt!», although their

winters are long, and in the season when the great islands

and bergs of ice come floating past from the northern seas,

the humidity and general fogginess of the atmosphere is very

unpleasant. *

Southern Australia, or New South Wales, is now a great

and thriving colony, but its much greater distance than any
of our other settlements is against its being chosen by an intend-

ing emigrant who has no particular reasons, such as rejoining

friends, for directing his course to so remote a place. Its

climate, like that of Swan River, is in general delightful and
healthy, but subject at times to drotights and her.vy rains,

rendering the harvests uncertain, and the rivers swollen to a

destructive degree. Winter, such as we see it, is unknown
there. The country being in the directly opposite part of

the globe to Great Britain, its seasons, its summer and win-

ter, are consequently reversed, or at opposite times to ours.

There are so many of the very worst characters sent to

" " These countries are not so warm or genial as Upper Canada ; they
ap? what Scotland is to England, more rug(je(l and mountainous, and
more unpromising in their outlines, but they are not les^ healthful and
pleasant, and they are the nearest colonial possessions of Great Britain."
^Clialmcrs' Injormation fur the People, No. 4.



New South Wales by Government, as a penal colony, that

the Society, of course, little deserves to be gone so far to

enjoy, and the servants are nearly all convicted felons, not

much to he depended on, crimes being very frequent although

followed by summary justice.* Many emigrants have, how-
ever, thriven there, and even convicts have become rich,

prosperous, and respected. Their possessions or farms are

commonly extensive, and sheep seem to be their chief or

most profitable object. Great quantities of their fine wools

are now imported into Britain. They are much annoyed in

these occupations, both by wild animals destroying their flocks,

and by losses from straying and stealing. A gentleman writes

from thence that Iiis farm overseer was a highwayman, and
his housekeeper a thief, but that he has perfect confidence in

them, partly from the absence of temptation, and partly be-

cause there is not a gin shop, or a pawnbroker's, within 100
miles of them ! Indeed, it is the general custom there, how-
ever strange it may appear to us, to trust more to the honor
of your servants than to locks and keys. They would other-

wise be ajf'rontcd, being particularly sensitive of allusions to

old stories, and the last mode of security is found to be the

least safe from some of these accomplished locksmiths.

Coimtry gentlemen are generally obliged to get themselves

mad(! Justices of the Peace, that they may take the law into

their own hands with their dependants, like our old Scottish

Chieftains who exercised the power of '* pot and gallows,"

when their poor vassals were either drowned or hanged now
and then to please the laird ; but the Australian lairds may
not carry the law so far.

We are accustomed in our own country, to consider large

possessions in land as valuable in proportion (generally speak-
ing) to their extent, and to fancy that, if we had an estate

in such a place as New South Wales, containing a great

nuniber of acres, we must be rich according to its size.

It may be useful to give some who entertain such notions,

new ideas on this point, more conformable to reality ; an<i

" " A pt'stil.mial and inipnTe moral atiuosphere hangs over these co-
loiiiL'.s, wliich will riquiie a very long time to disiiel; and althouj^h tliis

can be certainly hist efiecied hy ;i wholesome infusion ot" character from
home, it must prove a heavy sacritire to those individuals who undertake
the task."— i'V/ywij/t's Notes ou Canada, p. 30!J.

a 3
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although the possession of a certain quantity of land no doubt

may enable its owner to support his family from its produce,

if he bestir himself, yet the following letter will illustrate

what in many situations will be discovered too late by the

possessors of great estates in a country where internal im-

provements, such as roads, &c. have not yet rendered the

lands of the value which they are at home.

The letter referred to was written by a gentleman at Syd-

ney, New South Wales, in 1829 ; and it will enable us to

appreciate the worth of an Australian unimproved estate :

—

" The facts on which my opinions were formed have turn-

ed out to be true ; but my conclusions w^ere miserably erro-

neous. For example, I was told that an estate of 10,000

acres might be obtained for a mere trifle. This was true. I

have got 20,000 acres, and tliey did not cost me more than

2s. per acre. But I imagined that a domain of that extent

would be very valuable. In this I was wholly mistaken. As
my estate cost me next to nothing, so it was worth next to

nothing. For reasons which I shall mention presently, I tried

to sell it ; but I could not find a piircliaser, without submit-

ting to lose a great part of what 1 had expended in improve-

ments. Yet there are persons continually reaching the co-

lony on purpose to invest money in the ])urcliase of land ;

but when I have made overtures to them, they have grumbled

at my price, saying, that they could obtain a grant from the

crown for less than sixpe^icc per acre ; and when I have talk-

ed of my '* improvements," they have answered, that they

preferred improving themselves to buying my improvements.

In short, my domain has no market vflne. It is a noble

property to look at ; and " 20,000 acres in a ring fence"

sounds very well in England ; but here such a property pos-

sesses no exchangeable value. The reason is plain ; there are

millions upon millions of acres, as fertile as mine, to be had
for nothing ; and, what is more, there are not people to take

them. Of my 20,000 acres I reckon about 5,000 to be

woodland, though, indeed, there are trees scattered over

the whole property, as in an English park. For my amuse-
ment, I had a rough estimate made of the money that 1 could

obtain for all this timber, were it growing in any part of

England. The valuation amounts to above £150,000. Now,
for my pecuniary advantage, the best thing that could happen
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to me would be the annihilation of all this natural produce,

provided, I mean, that it could be destroyed without cost.

The cost of destroying it, out of hand, would be at least

£15,000. Thus, in point of fact, my timber injures my
estate to that amount, instead of being worth ten times that

sum. It seems droll, does it not, that an English hundred-

and-fifty-thousand-pounds worth of any thing should, any

where, be a dead loss of fifteen thousand pounds ? It is

true, however, as you may fully convince yourself by read-

ing, in any of the accounts of these settlements, a chapter

upon " Grubbing." Fortunately some other things that I

possess, and which, if I had them in England, would make
me a peer, are not, like the timber, a positive injury. These

are mines of coal and iron, in which my estate is supposed

to abound. Being under the surface they can do no harm
;

and I shall take good care that they are not disturbed. For
if any one, out of enmity to me, should bring an army of

miners from StaiFordshire, and raise to the surface a large

quantity of my coal and iron ore, the cost of throwing it

down the shafts again would quite ruin me, if, indeed, I

could at any cost find labourers for the purpose. As for dis-

posing of it in any other way, that would be impossible, for

want of roads. Besides, neither the crown nor individuals

would let me injure their land by casting my rubbish on it.

As regards the coal though, I am mistaken ; I might con-

sume it by fire without much trouble. But what coidd I

do with the iron ore, when, even though there should be

means to convey it into Sydney, nobody would give me one

Birmingham fryiiig-pau for the whole of it. An estate of

20,000 acres, containing rich mines of coal and iron, and

covered with magnificent timber, is, no doubt, a very good
thing in some countries ; but here you will lose money by
such a possession, that is. if you have any money to lose,

and unless you take particular care of it."

Van Dieman's Land is a very large island in the imme-
diate vicinity of New South VVales, although it appears

small on the n)ap when compared with its great neighbour,

which is in extent more of the character of a continent than

an island. The climate is fine, even superior to that of our

possessions in Australia, and the soil is also better. Several

of the objections, however, which apply to these others in a

i!
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general view, must also be held as rendering Van Dieman's
Land less adviseable for an emigrant to select than a country

nearer home, for he would not only be much longer in reach-

ing it himself, and at a greater loss of time and money, but
all his future communications with the mother country

—

with the land of his connections and friends, must be made
at the same expence of time and pecuniary outlay-

The great stream of emigration is at pi-esent divided be-

tween the United States and British Canada ; both most
extensive countries, presenting varied and eligible situations

for settlements. For those emigiants who intend to become
farmers, cultivating their own lands, the neighbourhood of

the great lakes would now appear to be the best localities

in the United States. The territory of Michigan, (pro-

nounced Mikignn) lying at the head of lake Erie, seems to

be the most promising. It is highly spoken of by Mr. For-

gUvSon of Woodhill, who has published a small volume which

ought to bo in the hands of every one who intends to settle

in the States or in Canada. He has not, however, chosen

Michigan as the scene of his own locution. *

It is a question of great importance to consider the rela-

tive advantages of settling in the States, or in British Ca-

nada. As far as we can discover, the first has the superiority

in what is connected with land, the other in having the so-

ciety more agreeable and in a great measure more like what

we have been accustonied to. Every foreign coinitry has its

peculiar customs and maimers, and we must not expect to

find them exactly suited to those we have been brought up

amidst, and have been familiarized with at home. Emigrants

must make up their minds to conform themselves to many
things (liflferent from what they have fmnierly known. If

the balance between the good and the bad is in their favour,

" Intelligence has been received of the success so f;ir of the expedition

of Mr. Ferpusson of WoodhilJ, with a number ot eniijjrants, to Upper
Canada. IVIr. Ferfftisson has made a purcliase of 7)^"*' acres, bein^ the

north-west half of the township of Nichol, sitiiatcd about ten miles from
the city of Guelph, and forty -live fioni Lake (nuarin. It is intiTsetted

in one part by the Grand River, one of the finest in Canada ; and in ano-

ther by the wattr of Irvine, on which there are abundant falls for naa-

chinery. The situation is healthy, and the trees of those kinds which
denote soil of the highest fertility. The party are in tlie highest state of

health, activity, and spirits, and have already been joined by some of

their countrymen, who went out before, and unconnected with them.
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they ought to be contented, and to do their best to get on

in their newly adopted country. There is no place on earth

to which some objections might not be found, so our only

expectation ought to be when we have the wovid before us,

** where to choose," to take up our residence in the one best

adapted to supply our necessities, and suit us in other ways.

In no country can a man^ with little or nothing to begin with

beyond his own personal exertions, become suddenly rich

—

possessed of an estate without toil, trouble, and privations ;

so a relation of these, in like cases, need not deter us from

pushing our fortunes in Canada.

To those who have been here used to be servants, the

American equality between masters and servants will no

doubt be vastly agi-eeable ; while those who have been ac-

customed to deference, and to command servants in this

country, will feel the American modo of treating their

" helps" not so pleasant, nor the style in which these assint-

ants fservants they will not suffer their employers to call

them) behave to their masters. Even children are encourag-

ed in America to consider themselves very soon independent

of parental control ; and the religious morals of the peoplo in

general are far from what we would wish to expose our

young families to imitate.

The Americans are a people proud of their country, being

commonly, at the same time, ignorant of the manners and

customs of those others whom they delight to calumniate.

An Englishman or Scotchman settling amongst them must

learn to gulp down in silence, or at least with little obser-

vation or dispute, many severe reflections on his country and

its institutions, if he wishes to avoid engaging in continual

quarrels. This alone often niakes a residence in the States

exceedingly unpleasant, for whether or not we may feel our

patriotism very strong while in our native land, we are sure

to have it greatly increased in a foreign country, and to burn

with indignation at hearing our own decried or abused in

the least degree. An American thinks no country so good

as his own ; none so wise, so brave, or so powerful ; and he

is not content with believing all this himself, without endea*

vouring to make others acknowledge it also.*

" " The natives (of America) have an idea that they are superior to

the old country people, and, so tar a I have seen, I cannot say that I

.' '
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Upon the whole, the British emigrants now prefer Ca-
nada, and with the most substantial reason. It is div^ided

into Upper and Lower Canada, each division being a country

of immense extent. There is now no doubt remaining but that

that which is called the upper part is by far the most eligible

for settlers, and the farther West the better. The cli-

mate, soil, and productions, are gieatly before those of the

lower parts ; and it is regarding Upper Canada that this Work
is principally intended to give information. It is presumed

that its pages will be found to leave few, if any, essential ques-

tions unanswered, as those which will naturally occur to an in-

tending emigrant, and proper to be known before setting out.

So rapidly is Canada progressing in its internal improve-

ments, from the immense numbers annually taking up their

residence there, stimulating the formation of roads, canals,

and modes of conveyance, transforming little villages in the

wilderness into great and populous towns, busy as the hives

of the wild bees so common in the forest, and clearing t?ie

Bush away to give place to fields of wheat, Indian corn, and

potatoes—that the emigrant might be much misled in trust-

ing to accounts given a few ' cars back. The price of land

is rapidly rising, the value of labour and expense of living

yearly altering ; so it is to the most recent accounts that we
ought to look, for information in many particulars, on which
the emigrant can rely as to the present state of things. Others

which continue more stationary as the characteristics of the

country, may be studied in the descriptions of an older date.

A very great number of recent works relating to Canada
may be perused with advantage. A list of sonie of the most

popular and useful will be found in the Appendix. Many
of these, however, are too expensive for thousands who would
nevertheless wish to become acquainted with the practical

details which they contain ; and much requires to be con-

sidered here before settling on the plan to be pursued, or

the direction to be taken, for arriving at a new home in ** the

far West."

think the boast ultogetlier a mistaken one in some respects. A Scotch
rJcrgyman remarked to me ' the Yankits are too clever tor uh, we cannot
get aloDf,'.' They are remarkably vain and conceilcil about every thin^j

pertaining to their own country, atitl consider \V asliinf;ton as the ^rtaiest

General the world ever saw, and that Alexander, Ca;>ar, or Bonayiarte,

were nothing to hiva."~-LeUer from a ScoUish ycntleman in Aiiiericn.



In the extracts and documents which follow, much will be

found that must prove useful and necessary to the emigiwit.

He will discover more clearly what preparations he ought to

make previous to crossing the Atlantic, and what he may
expect to find upon landing on the shores of America. The
di^culties on the route to liis intended location will be les-

sened by their being foreseen, and he will be better able to

know where to direct his steps for the purchase of land, or

to the places where he can, most probably, find employment
for liis labour.

A number of original letters are here first published, and

the observations which they contain being of the most recent

dates, cannot fail to supply a desideratum of considerable

importance to all those whose views are now directed to the

discussion of emigration, either on their own accounts, or for

those in whom thev an; interested.
m

In examining these different communications, we should

remember that those people who have never been from home
are too apt to form general estimates of the expense of liv-

ing in other places, by noting the prices of various articles,

which may be dearer or cheaper than with them in ' the Old
('ountry ;" but it sometimes may signify little if a few things

be cheaper when others are dearer, as is not unfrequently

the case. I'he lists of prices given in books, relative to Ca-

nada, are commonly those in towns, and always high, so

that an f>nugnii;t who does not mean to settle in a town, but

to raise his own necessaries, has not much to do with them,

as far as requiring to purchase them goes. One main object

with an agricultural settler should be, as soon as possible, to

live on the produce of his farm, which, except in the article

of clothes, may soon render the butcher and the baker's shops

unnecessary, and barter is often the great means of traffic in

Canada. He will be surprised, indeed, how soon he will

be able to accomplish this independence, and the higher the

necessaries of life sell for in the towns and villages, the

better for the farmer ; while mechanics, on the other hand,

have wages proportionate to the cost of living there, and
sooner or later most of these turn their views to land.

One great advantage to the working classes will be expe-

rienced by them both in Canada and in the States, namely,

that labour there is honored ; and it is not considered so

4
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great &favour, as here, to be allowed to toil for others. There,

the labourer generally finds that he is conferring a favour in-

stead of receiving one, and besides living well, with good

wages, obliges the person for whom he works, while civility

and assiduity are duly estimated on both sides.

We should not implicitly trust, in every instance, to the

accounts of any one writer on emigration, as far as he re-

commends a particular country or district, or holds out one

district as the best and most eligible. These authors have

often private and interested reasons for the advice which

they give in this respect. If persons settled on a certain

spot can induce many others to congregate around them, then

the value of their own land must rise, and if they wish to

sell it, representations of its advantages may induce pur-

chasers to buy it.* But these observations do not apply to

any of the letters now publislied, which, with very few ex-

ceptions, were written to the nearest connections and friends

of the parties, and for their benefit.

On reaching America or Canada, ready and even impor-

tunate givers of advice are on the outlook for those emi-

grants who appear to be worth paying attention to, being

frequently employed by those who have lands to sell, if

they have none of their own in the market. These gentry

ought to be cautiously listened to, and it will require a con-

siderable deal of coolness and prudence to make a Ji:t', as

the Americans say.

Those who can aflford to delay this important matter a

while, will find it much to their advantage to do so, proceed-

ing deliberately, and examining well, in the first place, into

titles offered by private individuals, and comparative locali-

ties of all kinds.

Situations in low lying swampy lands ought to be avoided,

however cheap the price or good the soil may be ; for agues

and fevers are as well avoided, if possible, and healthy si-

* " Again I caution you not to be too hasty in purchasing property.
You will find yourself amongst a keen, siiarp-sighteJ people, willing and
able enough to give you information upon subjects unconnected with their
calling

; yet ever ready to take advantage of your confidence, by prais.
ing up some particular farm of their own, or one that they have a mort«
gage on, &c. &c. or probably to go and buy a property wiiich they know
you to have set your heart upon, and which they can get at a less price
than what, they know, you are disposed to give."— £»wi^ra»/'a Friend.
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tuations may be at first just as easily discovered. Good and

Noft water for domestic purposes, and near at hand, should

be a primary look out, as well as the qualities of the soil,

and the services it may have been previously required to per-

form ; for, renewing by means of manure, is not yet much in use

in America. On the convenience which a property may have of

communicating with the nearest town or shipping port, de-

pends much of its value : those roads which are only meant
to be made, tlie intended proprietors of the neighbourhood

should recollect that, before they enjoy them, it is they them-

selves who will have to make or pay for them, so that this ex-

pense must be added to the contemplated price of their pur-

chases of land, and may very soon be called for.

Those emigrants who can afford to purchase farms with

liouses, and the land partly cleared, will be in very superior

situations to those who must be content with wild land in

the bush. Many of the early difHculties described^ will not

affect the first, but one advantage of a settlement on the lat-

ter, however, is, that much more of it may be purchased for

the same money, and although a greater quantity than can

be brought under cultivation for a long time, may be of little

use, for a number of years, yet it forms a portion laid past for

children, and is always becoming more valuable. In Ca-
nada, it should also be considered that ready money can be

employed in so many profitable ways that it may, in some cases,

be best to buy no more land than is likely to be required, or

made useful for farming purposes, within a few years.

A new feature has, within a short period, given to emi-

gration a better character than it before possessed. Formerly,

emigrants consisted only of those who were in desperate cir-

cumstances, and those who had little to carry with them in

the shape of property ; but the times are changed in this de-

partment, as in most others, by Peace and Reform. These
were once imagined to be sovereign specifics for all ills to

which mankind are heirs to, but we are now beginning to

doubt the efficacy both of one and the other. Our home po-

litics, though they are all for the best, are driving thousands

after thousands abroad, who, in former times, used to drink

to " peace and plenty," till the one came without the second
in its train, and heaven but granted half our prayer, that man
might learn how little he could of himself foresee conse-
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<{uuuces from curtaiti cvLMitK. Though swords and Mpems

)iave hecMi beat into ploughshares and leaping hooks, yet we
did not advert to the possibility of there being but bad crops

to cut down. It is, indeed, almost amusing, if we could

smile through our tears, to look back to the days of our va-

iiity, and to mark, though we <lo so with a sigh, the fallacy

of hun)an inferences from expected events—to read the con-

tident predictions of our Oracles of wisdom in former years.

Let us turn, for instance, to the pages of a celebrated lead-

ing Periodical, (late<l July, IBlli,* and then compare the

))rophecies with their expected fulfilment, with the change

'vhich has come over the spirit of these dreams—the conse-

«iuences of a transition from a state of vigorous excitement

when the British war and nierchant flags were almost the oidy

•nies upon the sea ;—Avhen farmers could afford to pay high

rents, vet live nearly like their landlords,—when our mer-

chants—but alas I it is melancholy to remember these times.

you-, the rich hfive become poor—the agriculturist has sunk

froju his high estate, and the rest of the nation cry—let us

deptj-H, on foreign corn ! How have our East and West In-

diaii merchants fallen ! Our merchant shipping are no longer

the carriers of the world, and the wished for Jree trade is

scarcely admitting of their profitable use even by ourselves.

Our East Indian possessions are on the point of undergoing a

hazardous change of management—our great China trade is

" To save my readers the trouble, 1 shall quote a few passages :

—

"' The imagination is lost in contemjjlatinp; the immense increase of our
exports which must instantaneously follow the cessation of hostilities be-
tween France and this country. In what unheard of—what unima^^ined
abundance must our f,'ood» not burst into the markets of the world ! It

is hard to say whether the land, or the manufactures, or the population
of the empire would gain most by this happy rhanf^e. Every man i>i

trade, or possessed of any income connected with trade—every landed
])roprietor, and all those dependinj^ on land—every manufacturer and his

dependants—in short uU the industrious and proprietary classes of the

community, including a great proportion of the professions trading on
skill and not on capital, would be greatly richer than they now are

;

while, at the same time, every consumer, that is, every person in the

country, would find that the same money went a great deal further in the

purchase of every article of use. A man who now has i,'5O0 a year would
have i,TiOO, and would live the same way as formerly for £300, instead

of £400. He would save by the year £300 instead of £100, to provide
for his family, and increase nis income at compound interest^ or he might
indulge himself and family in this proportion. This is as undeniable
an effect of peace, as any consequence deduced by Mathematical de-

monstration. ! ! !
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to he seen—our West Indian ColonieH look aghast at the

prohahh) result of the emancipation of their slaves, with to(»

ujreat reason for dreading the fate of St. Domingo, whose

mass of population have only exchanged their white masters

for black on<'s, well known to he inu 'h harder task-masters,

and they now no more raise sugar in (piantities worth men-
rioning, so we must turn to encouraging foreign slavery l»y

huyirig their coft'eo and sugars ; for these luxuries have now
come to Ix! considered as necessaries of life. Our planters

are, many of them, preparing for the States and Canada,

and niimhers in this country are on the move for the same
destination, to swell the living tide which is flowing into

those favoured countries, where industry never fails to meet

with its reward.
'^

* " M'iiat has been said of the ease with which a labouring man can
earn bread for himself, and his family, will apply jienerally ovei; the Ca-
iirtdas, and particularly lo the Upper Province."

—

Capl, Jlult.

The same author, when 8)ieaking of Upper Canada, says— s "a
country favoured by many sources of wealth—a good climate, a v'ood

government, and a fertile soil."

—

Traveh in X. Amcriai, Vol. I.'2'A7.
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COUNSEL JOR EMIGRANTS,

S)C,

LEAVING HOME.

From Chnmhers Information for the People, No. 5.

1\Iany persons shrink from the idea of emigrating, because

it seems like a confession that they have been baffled at

home, and that, where others have been successful, they have

failed. From this weak feeling, tliey continue to linger on^

struggling with discouragements, and wishing rather to gain

the credit of patient well-doing and resignation to unavoid-

able troubles, than to encounter what they think the re-

l)voacij of leaving the country. Such persons (who are often

the worthiest of society) should recollect that the same per-

severance and steadiness which in this country is only suth-

cient to keep their families out of distress, will, in a more
favourable field of industry, place them in comfort and in-

dependence. In this country every man's exertions are nn:!t

and thwarted by the competition of liis neighbours ; where-

as, in the new iands, the increasing density of population

and neighbourhood, as yet only adds lo a man's wealui, and

to the profile; of his industry. It used to be thought (and

many still foolishly thirdv so,) that, to lea\^e the counfri/, was
a mans last resource, and was only adopted by those who
could not do better ; but it is now discovered that America,

instead of being only an asylur; for the baffled and despair-

ing, is, like an immense harvest field, calling for reapers,

who have skill and ability to labour, from all quarters. The
abundance of unoccupied land in that country only recjuires
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the hand of man to convert it into the means of human sub-

sistence, and every one who goes creates work for another to

follow him.

The competition of one man against another in this country

is 80 great, that young people, bred to laborious occupa-

tions, often seriously hurt their constitutions by working be^

yond their strength, merely to keep their places, or gain

employment. The-'* is hardlv a man who has wrought as a

farm-servant, a mason, a blacksmith, or such crafts as re-

quire the exertion of much strength, but can tell of some
of his early acquaintances who wrought themselves done, in

order to keep up with their neighbours, and this, because they

were apprehensive of losing their situations. In America,

the competition of one man against another is by no means
so keen ; good wages may be made by moderate exertion at

all the ordinary and useful trades ; and men who have been

accustomed to farm work will find a ready demand for their

labour, with fair and even high wages, without the fear of

losing employment when their youth and strength is exhaust-

ed. It requires a little firmness to determine on leaving

one's own country, and that is all. The resolution once

taken, the chief difficulty is surmounted. The success and
comfort of the numbers who have taken the step already,

leave little room for perplexity or uneasine'^ts with regard

to others.

The difficulty which farmers have for this considerable

time had in finding farms for their sons, and the very large

capital which is required to stock a young man beginning

life in that way, render it worthy of consideration whether

parents would not do better to buy laud for them in Canada
or the United States, where one hundred pounds would make
them proprietors of their farm, and stock them sufficiently

with all that is necessary for thriving and becoming wealthy.

A number of half-pay officers, who had served with credit

in the late war, had the good sense and gallantry to begin

establishments of this kind, in the woods at Lake Siracoe,

and, by so doing, confen-ed a service t* i their comitry, much
t'reater than if they had fallen in battle. The example of

these brave men will doubtless nave influence with many <»f

their own rank in society, and may point out to thousands

of anxious parents a way in which they may provide for
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their children, greatly superior to that of sending them into

the army, or even to waste their constitutions in the ener-

vating and destructive climate of India. They would have

here healthy and thriving occupations; the labours of the

farm, ard the amusement of the rifle ; the prospect of long

life ; and of becoming, as they advanced in years, the pro-

prietor of a well-improved estate, and the patriarch of a re-

spected family. In going into the army, or to India, it in

needless to say that all these prospects are much more un-

certain. Ws make these observations principally, however,

with reference to our own colonies in Canada, among whom
the step we have mentioned would be the means of intro-

<lucing a number of men of education, attached from prin-

ciple to Britain, and exercising a powerful influence in se-

curing the future attachment of the country of their adop-

tion to that of their birth.

II

\MM

OPINION ON THE PROPRIETY OF EMIGRATING.

From Practical Notes made during a Tour in Canada, by

Adam JFergusson, Esq. of' Woodhill, Advocate.

And now comes the important question for individual con-

sideration, " Is emigration expedient or not ?" This must
he decided by circumstances, and every man must judge for

himself. Of this, however, I think there can be no doubt,

that either the moderate capitalist, or the frugal, sober, and

industrious labourer or artisan cannot fail of success. For-
tunes will not be rapidly or even readily acquired ; but it

must be the settler's own fault if he does not enjoy, in large

abundance, every solid comfort and enjoyment of life, and

rear around his table even a forest of " Olive plants," with-

out one anxious thought regarding their future destination or

provision.—P. 313.

ON THE SAME.

From CJiambers' Information for the People, No, 4.

EwioRAiioN, in recent times, has very much changed its

character. The poor artizan, and the humble and hardy

ill
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])easant, are not now the only class of persons who hetake

themselves to the countries beyond the Atlantic. Eveiy
(lay these extensive and fertile regions are coming more and
more under the notice of capitalists, regularly bred farmers,

active master tradesmen, in short, our middle class of so-

ciety ; and the wealth from this source alone, which will be

speedily poured into North America, is incalculable, both as

to its amount and its results on the surface of the country.

It may be anticipated, that, in a few years, large tracts of

country in these valuable colonial possessions will be as well

settled, as well cultivated, as well regulated in their affairs,

public and private, and, therefore, as civilized and refined,

as many of the rural districts in (Ireat Britain. Even as it

is, many portions of North America iiave outstripped (ireat

Britain in the career of general intelligencp. Such being

the capabilities and flattering jjrospects of these territories,

it appears a species of infatuation for farniprs to continue

to peril thousands of pounds on land in this country, with

the barest chance of success, enduring innnnierable vexn-

tions, and at the mercy of landowners and law-agents, while

they can obtain, for the matter of a few hundieds of pounds,

lands, in the British colonies or the United States, of the

most fertile description, and which, in a shiMt time, by ac-

tive exertion, will repay all that is expended nj)on them, and

remain a permanent and valuable freehold for their family.

Luckily, both for the benefit of the mother comitry and in-

dividuals, this kind of delusion is wearing off. A know-
ledge of the vast resources and general charactiM* of North

America, cannot but dispel the ignorance prevailing on the

subject, aiul be useful in directing the views of a large pvo-

portion of the people towards a [jrooess of emigration highly

beneficial to themselves and their descendants.

i
OPIXIOX AS TO TIIH HEST PLACE FOR K.MKiHATION.

From the Companion to t/iv Newspaper, No. 10.

Two incidental advantages which (.'anada holds out as a

receptacle for the surplus poj)ulation of Great Britain, are
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the identity of the language generally spoken there with

our own, and the comparative shortness of the voyage which

takes an emigrant to its shores from ours. It is the latter

of these circumstances which must, for a long time to come,

make it the most attractive of all our colonial dependencies

for the great mass of emigrants. If it be compared, for in-

stance, with New Holland or Van Diemen's Land, the de-

mand for labourers may be as great in the two latter settle-

ments ; but, being so much more distant than the Canadas,

they must, on that account alone, fail to draw anything like

an equal share of the general emigration from the mother

country. If the Canadas did not exist, the Australian co-

lonies would be much sooner peopled. The former may be

regarded as a station placed half way on the road to the

latter, which intercepts nearly all that might otherwise have

passed on.

For this reason, in fact, until the Canadas shall have re-

ceived nearly all of our surplus population which they can

absorb, there can be no voluntary and unaided emigration to

Australia on an extensive scale. Our colonies in that quar-

ter can only be supplied with labourers by the employment
of some extraordinary stimulus to force emigration ; such as

the banishment thither of certain descriptions of criminals,

or the bribing of persons to go out, by the colony or the go-

veniment undertaking to defray the expenses of the voyage,

or to make them grants of land, or to secure them some
other similar advantage.

ri
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From Martin Doyle's Hints on Emigration

to Upper Canada.

Lv comparing together the relative advantages and disadvan-

tages which attend a settlement in North America, I am
disposed, after a very grave consideration, to yield a decided

preference to Upper Canada, and I shall give you my rea-

sons. First, as to the United States :

So long a period has elapsed since these were colonized

from the British Isles, that we have, in a great degree, lost

the feeling that they are of a common stock with ourselves ;
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but in the Canadas we meet thouiijands of our countrymen

located there, (comparatively witiiin a few yeare) with all the

feelings, habits, tastes, &c. of British subjects, living under

the protection of British laws, and having all the privi-

leges of commerce which are possessed by us. In short,

there is a strong and intimate bond of union between the

Parent Country and the Colonies ; but if ever again we
should be so unfortunate as to be driven into wars with the

States, the new settlers there, from the British dominions,

would be placed in a most painful situation—obliged either

to take arms against their relatives from these countries, or

remaining neuter (an unlikely matter in time of war) to risk

the ruin of theiv properties—by the Americans, whom they

would not assist, on the one side, and the Britisli, avIjo would

confound them with the Americans, on the other. And he

who is not ? sworn subject of the States, cannot inherit pro-

perty, and would be looked upon, if he did not take the oath

of allegiance, with a very jealous eye—he would be con-

sidered, " neither good fish nor good flesh." Besides, I

really believe that the Canadas are more healtliy than any of

the States. Even that of Ohio, on the riorth western boun-

dary, is not so temperate and healthy as the parts of Ca-
nada adjoining. Then with respect to the British Settle-

ments at Nova Scotia and New Brunswick—being near tlie

Atlantic they are frequently enveloped in fogs, and are raw,

damp settlements in consequence, during a great part of the

year ; these fogs are prejudicial to health and oppressive to

the animal spirits.

"i i

I I'

EMIGRATION.

(From the Scotsman. J

TuK subject of emigration is rising in importance from year

to year, and cannot lose its interest as long as much misery
or irT^ch discontent exists among our working classes. Upper
Cai .a, the great recipient of our surplus population, is

4/^ ' miles from Britain, a distance which looks extremely
form; ! ble ; but such is the amazing economy of water car-

riage, when seconded by good arrangements, that the voyage
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by flea to Montreal can be made at as small expense as

the journey by land to Manchester.

In an article in May, 1832, we pointed out the rapid strides

with which enngration was advancing ; and some Parliamen-

tary papers we have received since, exhibit new proofs of

its extraordinary progress. It has, in fact, outstripped the

( xpectations of the most sanguine.

The following table shews the number of persons who
have emigrated within the last eight years to North Ame-
licii, the Cape, and Australia :

—

fTnited

Stales.

5,5511{^25

ISiifi

1&27

\S-2S

1829

1830

1831

18;J2

Jirilhk
A nierica.

8,741

12,818

12,G48

12,083

13,307

30,574

58,0f57

60,339

7,063

14,526

12,817

15,678

24,887

23,418

32,872

Cape of
G. Hope.

114
116

114
135
197

204
114
196

Ausim'ia.

485
903
715

1,056

2,916

1,242

1,561

3,733

Total.

14,891

20,900

28,003

26,092

31,198

56,907

83,160

103,140

It will be seen from this table how steady the increase

i)i emigration has been, especially to Canada. It must be

oliserved, that a great proportion, probably more than a half

ut those who sailed for the United States, were destined

for the British colonies, and only chose that route as the

most eligible, on account of the facilities which the Hudson
and its associated canals present for travelling to the upper

province. Canada and Nova Scotia must have drawn at

least 80,000 settlers from Britain last year ; and yet such

are the cai>acities of these colonies for absorbing popula-

tion, that the price of labour was not lowered in the least

•legree.

The general result is, that Britain sent off 103,000 souls

from her population last year, of whom a number sailed

7,000 miles, a number 14,000, and those who made the

shortest voyage, 4,000 miles. The annals of emigration af-

ford nothing approaching to this in any part of the world

;

and yet we may reasonably expect to see still greater things

achieved.

I
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It appears from the various census since 1801, that the

annual increase in Britain, if no persons left it, wou]d be

about 350,000 ; or we may place the fact in a more striking

light by stating, that there are about a thousand persons

more in the three kingdoms every day than there were on

the day before. If, by raising the habits and ideas of the

labouring classes, we could get this daily increase reduced

one-half, and the other half could be carried off by emi-

gration—if we could by this means keep the sup]>ly of la-

bour stationary while capital was increasing, a great improve-

ment would be effected in the state of the population. Now,
from what has been stated, it appears that the emigrants

who leave our shores annually amount to nearly one-third of

the annual excess already ; and in a year or two there is

every probability that it will amount to one-half.

Of 31,200 emigrants who landed at Quebec and Montreal
last year, 17,500 went from England, 28,200 from Ireland,

and 5,600 from Scotland. In the year 1831, the numbers
were, from England, 10,300, Ireland, 34,100, Scotland,

5,300.

Of the emigi'ants to the United States last year, 15,754
sailed from Liverpool, 5,546 from London, 2,742 from Bris-

tol, 2,613 from Londonderry, and 1,711 from Greenock.
The number of emigrants to Canada, in the last three years,

amounts to 133,970, and the markets for British manufac-
tures have increased in a greater ratio than the population.

During the last year, i,035 British vessels, amounting to

279,704 tons, navigated by 12,243 seamen, have entered

the port of Quebec alone. This astonishing trade has in-

creased from 69 vessels, navigated by 731 seamen, in the

year 1805. A million and a half of value in British ma-
nufactures has paid duties of import.

IMPORTANT TO EMIGRANTS.

New York, 7th September, 1833.

" Dear Sir—I think it would be well if it were better
understood on your side, respecting persons coming out to
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this country, sny destined for Upper Canada, or elsewhere

westward, that they have to pay duties on little articleH

which they commonly have—say articles of goods beyond
their wearing apparel, such as linen * not made up, tools,

when the individuals are not mechanics, and the tools not

ill use, books, &c. &c. There is no drawback, you know,
(in goods going out of this country, when the duties are over

fifty dollars, or in any case when they go out by inland

navigation, so that our Upper Canada friends (and they

are not a few) complain that this is not sufficiently known
in Great Britain, in which case they would have sent these

matters out by way of Quebec, save in the winter season. I

wish very much our people could have this done for them,

iis this is certainly the best route, both for expedition, safety,

and comfort ; besides, this is a port which is open all the

year round ; but, as it is at present, it would be well, X

respectfully suggest, to inform the emigrating public that

there is a custom-house in New York, and a tariff of duties,

and that, however kindly disposed the oflBcers in this de-

partment of the Government are in dealing with such cases,

the duties must be collected. You must show this to the

Government Agent for settlers in your town, and I have the

honour to remain, dear Sir, your obedient Servant,
'« J. C. BUCHANAN,

British Vice-Consul, and Agent

of the Canada Land Company.
Daniel Buchanan, Esq. Liverpool."

(f
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Extract from a Letter, to the Publisher,

dated Peterborough, \st Feb. 1831.

Il HAVE purchased a property about three quarters of a mile

Ifroin this beautiful and thriving village, (Peterborough) on
Iwhich I intend to build in summer. It is situated in the

township of Monaghan, county of Durham, district of New-
castle, and borders on the banks of a small lake, on the

J

• Now free.

C

:S-<'

J I
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river Ottonabee. I have also received my grant of land,

eight hundred acres, in a block not far hence, and m08t eli-

gibly situated in the township of Ops. This is a splendid

country, all that it requires to make it wealthy, and power-

ful, is population, which, now that its advantages are more

generally known, is pouring into it with great rapidity. But

I would say to those in Britain, who are getting on tolerably

well, remain where you are ; and encounter not the inconve-

niences, privations, and expense that must attend on a new
settlement. But to those who feel an urgent necessity for a

change, I would recommend their getting to this province

without the least delay. To the emigrant from tlie United

Kingdom, I think this district by far better suited than any

other. The climate is more congenial to his constitution and

habits ; and the settlers in this most delightful part of it are

chiefly composed of Scotch, English, and Irish.

II
Extract of a Letter from a Settler in Upper Canada,

dated C , district of Newcastle^ Dec. 31, 1831.

I consider you would do well as a settler on Brown's farm.

For instance, you purchase the farm, furnish your house, and

supply every comfort and necessary for your table, and have

every real enjoyment of life, and an independence of feeling

not comeatable in England. I say, with this outlay, and the

expense of one man's wages, and one woman's, you live at

an equal rate to 4^800 a year in England. After the first

year the surplus produce of course will njore than pay for

expense of working it. There is always a ready market.

Although we live at a mile or two distance from our friends,

it is not felt as an inconvenience or drawback to our cheer-

fulness, for a pair or two of horses are ever in readiness to

carry us to each other ; and this time of year more particu-

larly is our own, and we spend it a great deal together. Our
four families sit down to dinner twenty-seven, and I am very

much deceived if even M———— would not forget she was
away from England in enjoying the scene of twenty children

besides her own, all relatives, and displaying as much beauty

and accomplishments as the first rate society can boast ot
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posseasing. We have just received tickets for a ball at Co-
l)uurg, where the first and rather a numerous society as-

semble ; and we make nothing of the trouble of going the

twenty miles in our sleighs, and enjoy the drive and jingling

of the horses' bells, and pleasure of our children.

We have had an early frost this year, and the elder boys

suul girls have taken their promised drive in the sleighs, ac-

I'oinpanied by a young lady Mrs. W brought out to

('(ln(^ate her girls. They rather exceeded orders, and crossed

tlie head of the bay, which is frozen over, to a village on the

<tther side, four miles across the ice, without a tract upon it,

and covered a few inches .vith snow ; of course it produced

some excitement, and there was some danger. They came
home in high glee with their excursion, and ready to set oft"

;ij,ain after driving about seventy miles, without any app&rent

fatigue to the horses ; it is a most pleasurable mode of tra-

velling.

I cannot advise you in any thing relative to trade, but 1

know it is the best way of getting money now. A fortune

cfinnot be made by f;M-ming. I only advise you to do that at

first, being no risk here as in England. I do not recommend
a hasty purchase of any farm, and would not write so parti-

cularly of the one I have, but to shew you we have other

houses besides lag-houses.

With respect to artizans and labourers, if they come out

as your followers, there will be something to do at the Cus-
tom-house, which you had better make yourself acquainted

with. You cannot command any man's services here. He
may leave you, and if he is in your debt he will be likely to

leave you the sooner. Perhaps the way would be, before

you land at Quebec, to take his note of hand for the money,

and give him fair Canada wages. I give an Englishman who
came out in May last eight dollars a month in summer, and

seven in winter. If you know the disposition of the person

you think of bringing to be good, of course you will make
u difference, and there is employment here for every one.

If you should resolve on coming, I do not know that there

is any great advantage in early arrival here for agricultural pur-

poses. In Brown's farm there would be crops in the ground,

which you might take at a valuation. I should say in the event

of your deciding to come out, do not hurry off" except for the

c 2
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purpose of sailing in a good convenient vessel, commanded by

a sober experienced man. Our voyage was a party of plea-

sure. William R.'s voyage was made uncomfortable by the

Nmallness and fullness of the vensol. On arrival at Quebec,

the steamboat is ordered alongside, and takes passengers and

luggage wlio are going up the country. This is a good re-

gulation, and saves much trouble, confusion, and loss.

Robert continues much delighted with the country, and

and so does his wife ; she grumbled at first. Mrs. W. is

perfectly satisfied. Mr. W. more so than at first, but not

quite satisfied, that is, he, Englisliman-like, feels a pleasure

in grumbling, and at the same time allows he could not live

in England as he does here. I would not advise working

])eople to come out who have any organic disease, because

they cannot be of much use to themselves or others.

The most useful book you can bring with you, and the

only one I would care about, is the latest Encyclopaedia.

Books of amuse.nent can be got from the States as cheap ;

White's Veterinary Works, your large work on Gardening,

and School Books for the children.

Although labour is high, you can build here from 50 to

70 ^ cent, cheaper than in England, at least the external

parts ; the internal parts come higher. You board the work-

men, or pay them Is. 3(1. a day extra. A mason's wages,

7s. 6(1. ; carpenter, 5s. You may bring out some shoes and

boots, but we got the better sort at Kingston, e({ual to

English.

Mark all your luggage. Glass is cheap here ; but bring

your best cut glass, if so inclined. Bring delf and china,

beds and bedding, roll llie bed close with pillows inside, then

carpets ; lastly, good canvass corded and sewed at the entls

If possible let all packages be as small as two men can lirt,

particularly china, &.c. liring no wooden furniture, ex(i?pt

four-post mahogany bedstead. A (cw common carpenter's

tools are wanted. It will be absolutely necessary that C
should tune her piano herself, and strings will be wanted.

Bring glass seeds of all sorts, except white clover, and any
garden seeds you fancy. Summer clothing is cheap here,

but flannel, moreens, merinos, stuffs, and broad cloth are

liigh, and inferior in (juality. Hats, eight dollars ; seal caps,

with car-flaps, from twelve to seventeen dollars; furs very
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dear. IJring Haddlery. Plate is not very good liere ; thr

Hpoons from tho States are vile things ; will tliey take otl'

tlie duty?* They do for the East Indies. Fire irons may be

hroti;>:lit, and pcM'haps wide fenders, and brass milk pans.

The price of the farm I have spoken of to you we con-

sider flight but it is 80 different huvm I have been here, and

l)iis gradually been advancing for several years. If I had had
the money, I would have purchased the land next mine,

which eventually will become necessary to it, for a complete

farm for my boys, for 30 or 40 ^ cent, less than I could get

if for now.

Am I right when I say James wishes to know how far the

estate is from the lake, because he is thinking of fishing ?

There is good fishing, but it is night work by torch light,

made of fat pine. They catch sturgeon, pike, white fish,

and many other sorts. The deer pay us frequent visits, and

we have plenty of foxes, racoons, bears, and wolves ; the

two latter we do not see often. My John was frightened by

a hear and cub about two months since. I can liardly say

he was frightened either, because lie called the man and re-

turned with him to shew him they were there. He saw the

youMi,^ one get up a tree. They made oH before we could

get dogs. They had destroyed nearly an acre of Indian corn

i'or me, they and the racoons together. I cannot learn of

one instance of their hurting a human being. They some-

limes like a bit of pork, when grain and berries are scarce.

'J'
'Kil

<*6"*t'

E.rtract of a Letter from New YorJc, written by a gentle-

man from Scotland, dated September, 1832.

EvEitY body tlu'ivcs Ijere wlio deserves to thrive. With re-

gard to the expense of living,—the first month I boarded at

138. and now have a good room and bed, with cooking, for

iis. 2d. ^ week— I have no trouble and am very well served

— I have lived well, and the first month has only cost me
128. or Ss. ^ week, for which 1 had tea, coft'ee, apple tarts,

" Sea Appendix, No. i.
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rice pudding, sweet milk, an(i g(*o(l bread, &<•. lies"', tea

costs only 2s. 6d. to 3s. V" tb. ; sugar 4d. to 5d. ; coffee,

lOd. ; rice, 2d. ; beef, 2^d. and 3d. I* do. and so of the rest.

Any man who has his health, and is not a drunkard, may
live respectably and independently here. The climate I like

very well, and although the hea'. i?i the middle of the day iw

rather oppressive, the mornings and evenings are deligfitful.

The disadvantages here are these ; a good many get home-
sick from every thing being neic to them, and especially

those who have never left home before—then th^y mpy reckon

on 15 or 20 V' cent, of less life, as here they sooner attain

maturity arul sooner decay—and, in the next place, there is

some jealousy i'.nd suspicion shewn by tne natives to strangers

until they are known, and no wonder, as every scoundrel

who has done a dirty action comes uere to get himself white-

washed. Some people are sadly puzzled to know v/hat li-

berty means : an Irishman who came out with us gave a

custom-house officer across the shins because he would not

stand out oi" his way, Paddy got two momhs in the peni-

tentiary, and vwore they had danm'd hard law;i, and he had

more liberty at home, where they could knock one another

down f»nd no more about it. A good many young English-

men have returned home who came out this spving, and the

reason they gave was, they could get no fun, uo wakes nor

fairs—now the Y&jd<e.';s are a sedate reflecting people, and
will not join in their uproarious jollity. In rJiort, nmn, al-

though a reasoning animal, is still a most unreasonable owe.

I have not repented of coming here for one moment, an<l

indeed regret that If was so long in coming. I am glad

thpt I did not settle in Scotland, for one's prospects of «uc-

cess there are greatly limited. This is a country of hop'i,

and the other oi fear for the future.

The foUoxving Extracts are from the Correspondence of

the same person, viho has now been over a considerable

pKtrt of the Union, tn the capacity ofLand Surveyor.

Michigan Territory, Gull Prairie, lOtli June, liJ33.

Since I last vvrote you from New York, I have travelled

West into the country nearly 1,000 miles. When I left
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New York I had no intention of coming here, but Iiaving

heard so much about it, I came to see the country, and find

it the finest, richest, and most beautiful I have ever seen ;

tuniposed of a fine, rich, and easily cultivated sr!i, with a

fine, mild, lipalthy climate. These words are a high recom-
mendation, but I do not think they are exaggerated, as all

who have come here are unanimous in these sentiments.

1'here is at present a strong cun'ent of emigration setting

ill from all the Eastern States towards this, and the very first

settlers came here only three years ago, and purchased their

land at 5s. 3d. ^ acre, or 100 dollars for 80 acres ; they can

now get 800 dollars, as they iiave cleared at the rate of

200 ^ cent. There is still beautiful land with mill sites, &c.

which can be had at government prices, and a part of the

territory only comes into the market next fall. Now you
know that I am not a speculator, but the temptation is so

great that I wish you to send me all the money I can spare,

as I hope, at least, to double it soon, and 1 do not think

there is any risk in purcliasing good land at 3s. Hd. ^ acre,

which can raise from 23 to 40 bushels of wheat to an acre,

iuid which would sell in Scotland for iJ60 or ttJSO. I am
Horry that I stopt so long in New York ; but always thinking

of coming home, 1 did not Vi.c to go so far into the country,

as 1 had an idea that it was a wild and savage place,—now
it is in every respect fin r than the Fastern States ; and the

nearest idea I can remember is as resemblance to a garden

run wild—there are fine running streams of clear water, ex-

tensive meadows, open plains, lakes, declivities and gentle

slopes—it appears to have been the bed of a great lake,

as it is now surrounded by Lakes Michigan on the West,

Lake Huron on ti 3 Nortli, Lake Ere on the East, and

the States of Ohio and Indiana on the South.

From 40 to 30 ^ cent, is here only considered an ordi-

nary return on your money, and the first comers have the

best chance, as they pick out all the finest, and what is call-

t'd the Prairie Lots—which are exceedingly fertile.

July Otli, 1833,

1 iiave now bought z very beautiful farm of 160 acres,

at thren dollars an acre, being at second hand, and some-

what dtarer ou that account. There is a little river runs

i|
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through one corner of it, and the Kalamazoo river runs

within one mile of it ; it is covered with scattered trees,

like a Gentleman's park, and there is an encampment of

Indrans upon it, but they will leave it this fall. The In-

dians always picked out the finest part of the country for

their t>ncampments—they are very harmless, and you can buy
a3 much venison from them as you want, for about one half-

penny or a penny F pound.

I am just returned from a journey of 17 days through this

country, and into the Illinois State, to Chicago, across Lake
Michigan, which is a most beautiful lake, and good for na-

vigation.

You can tell Mr. M that he could have 100 square

miles of excellent pasture land for his stock without paying

one cent. But I would not advise anybody to come here

unicss they are discontented, or unfortunate, or unhappy at

home, then they liave seme chance of happiness heie ; but

the change of manners and circumstances are so great that

very few idle peoule, or in easy circumstances, come to Ame-
rica but they re^.et having left their own country—remember
that a stout labouring man is a greater and a more useful

person here than a Sir Isaac Newton, and that a Lady or

Gentleman cannot subsist as such, nor are they tolerated

—

all have to do something useful for their living, yet all here

are as civilized, as " smart," and as intelligent as you will find

in any part of Scotland or England, and it is a very incor-

rect idea to suppose that because the country is new, th^

inhabitants are barbarous. Many a poor man in Scotland

would bo glad to be hr»re—he could make himself indepen-

dent in two or three years, by no more labour than he uses

to gain ;iis daily bread.

Tell Mr. M'l that his ideas, upon the cultivation of

thejine arts here, is all a delusion—the only arts cultivated

here are these, to make money, and to people the earth as

fast as possible— if you possess the craft of making a bargain,

ana handling an axe with address, you may get along.
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Extract of a Letter from a person who left Aberdeen in

1832, dated Zorra, U. C. '2\st January, 1833.

Dear Brother,— I have delayed so long in writing you
tjiat I might be better able to say whether or not it would
be advisable for you to follow me to this distant land, and
tiiis, I assure y^^u, is a question which is by no means so

tiasy to be answered as some may be ready to suppose. It

cannot, indeed, be judiciously answered in a very short time.

Moreover, I feel as a bird liberated from its cage, having

been pent up by myself in a dark ce'' all the year round. It

is true, I enjoyed in perhaps a few hours in a week the pri-

vilege of more refined and select society than I can have in

Zorra, but notwiths rnd of this, so much do I prefer liberty

to coniincment, tha' ' :i i on almost no account exchange
my present for my former situation ; and I assure you every

thing in it is not smc ^th, easy, and agreeable as yet, but I

hold fast the hope that it will be increasingly so. This is a

salubrious climate, nothing beyond some boils and sores of

that nature has, ever since we came here, been the nr"**er

with any of us. This is a mercy for which we ought to teel

thankful, for many of the first settlers were deeply aflflicted

with fever and ague for nine, ten, or twelve months, during

which time they were unpble to do any thing for themselves.

I have purchased a farm of about 100 acres, and have got

Konie little stock upon it ; we have got two cows, a yoke of

oxen, and a year-old steer, three pIt p and a hog. Our cows

ive been very useful, the one «'f »" milk in dimmer, the

i)ther supplies us pretty well ' \ 'uter ; our oxen with a

waggon we got the other day. \ n\ ^oh a stock on a farm

of 100 acres, with about 30 acren ci.«"rod, we get on very

comfortably. In a new settlement as this is, far removed from

market, it is no easy matter to raise money ; but, in this re-

spect, there is a prospect of improvement. Now, as to the

important question, shall I advise you to follow us ? Were
I to consult merely my own feelings and comfort, I should

say without hesitation

—

come, come, every one ofyou—come
us soon as possible. Here, Mi hard labour and industry,

after three or four years, yo ; :(^i,'Tht find yourself in posses-

«ion of a piece of land, at leoit 50 acres, which you could

% if
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call your own. Also a yoke of oxen and cows, &c. upon it,

besides other property. Judge, if such can bo the case

where you are. But it cannot be concealed there are diffi-

culties to encounter, and privations to be endured, which

every one has not resolution to face or patience to bear, these

especially/ occur to those tvho have little or nothing to com-

mence with. Our winter has as yet been just such as yours,

very moderate. For some time we had the frost perhaps ra-

ther more intense than you ever have it, but it has had no

durabilily ; it has been, iiowever, easier than usual, and the

former was as much severer. The heat of the last summer
was fully more and of longer c jntinuauc than usual ; and I

may say that I have felt neither the hea* . .nmer nor the

cold of winter at all insufferable ; nay, i.. i both have

been stronger than in Scotland, I have felt uOth more dis-

agreeable there ; however it may be accounted for. We have

ha'^ several slight storms, but none of them have lasted above

a week or two. Our cattle here live in summer by ranging

the woods ; in winter, if scarce of fodder, we can bring

them through by chopping down the maple, on the tops of

which they seem to fare sumptuously. Making sugar from

the maple tree is here a principal source of gain to the settler.

The sugar season begins generally about the middle of March,

and lasts about a month. Some will make from ten to twelve

cwt. in a season, which can be sold for about £2 ^ cwt. ; a

good deal of which however must generally be taken in

goods. Two months hence we expect to be able to tell you
more about it, as we intend to make the most we can of it.

It would bo desirable if you could send or bring some seeds ;

an English pint of good potatoe oats, barley, a few seeds of

the best kinds of potatoe, some yellow turnip seeds, early

carrots, onions, carraway seed, some greens and cabbage

seeds, a few roots of strawberries. We have wild goose-

berries in the woods, but no garden gooseberries ; some of

them you could bring if you coine yourself, the other could

be packed in a small box. We indeed want a Blacksmith in

this settlement, but, unless he were able to furnish himself

with a set of tools, and capable of executing such work as

isjequired, he would not do. We pay Is. 8d. currency for

every Letter we send to Scotland. My trade (Millwright)

I iind to be very useful here, and there is a prospect that it
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will be increasingly so ; but much property 18 not often ac-

cumulated here by handicrafts ; chopping and farming are the

best trades for a man with a family ; chopping is pretty hard
work, and there is more art in it than one would suppose. 'if.

f-
\,'

JEd'tract of another Letter, from the same person,

dated 5th May, 183(JS.

1 HAVE about eight acres in wheat, two in rye, and am just

now preparing a piece of new ground, about three acres, for

Indian corn and potatoes. We have a good garden, and a

good many seeds already sown in it. Our wheat and rye has

already a very promising appearance. How rapidly it grows !

I mentioned in my last that we had a pretty easy winter

;

but it had not then commenced. We had not however very

much snow, but the frost was for some weeks far more in-

tense than ever I saw it in Scotland. It was not however
so bad but that I chopped several trees every day for browse
to our cattle. The thaw commenced about the 20th of

March, and in a few days frost and snow entirely disappear-

ed. On the breaking up of the storm commences our sugar

s«eason, which was this year very short. We have never-

theless made upwards of 3 cwt. of sugar. Making sugar is a

very slavish work, as it must be driven night and day, when
the sap runs, which is only in a warm sunny day, after a

frosty night. The weather is now, and has been for several

weeks, truly delightful, warmer and more pleasant than I

fver witnessed it in Scotland, at the same or any other sea-

son of the year. I am of the same mind regarding your

coming here as when 1 wrote last ; I must however cut short.

We desire you to send this to to let them know
that this is just the place for them, were it possible for them
to get transported hither. A stout man, with a family of

Ktout sons and daughters, is just the man, above all others,

that should come to Canada. An English sea captain is

jnst settled about two miles from us this spring, who pro-

mises to make some figure ; he is getting 20 or 30 acres

chopped down.

I

I
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Extract of a Letter from one of the Government Agents in

Upper Canada, to the Publisher, dated I2th July, 1833.

I liave found the expenses attending a first settlement in a

country like this far beyond the calculations I was led to

make, but now I begin to feel the benefit of my exertions

and outlay.— So widely different are the views and feelings of

humanity that I should feel very cautious in giving advice

that may lead to the pursuit of objects unknown to othera ;

but when it is called forth by those in whom I feel an inte-

rest, I will cheerfully give it to the best of my information

and experience, but with the hope that my motives will be

duly appreciated. The difficulties attending emigration to

this country are very great, and the expenses seriously

heavy ; the first are felt, and the other increased in the ratio,

if I may so express myself, of previous comforts and habits
;

and grievous, vexatious, and merciless are the impositions

which attend the stranger at every step he takes, until he

finally settles himself. These impediments got over, as they

assuredly can be by prudence and p^vseverance, I do not

think there is just now a finer field for theexeironsof a man
with a small income, a labouring man, or a mec^tanic, than

this country lays open ; but it must be entered u) on with a

mind fully prepared to meet serious hardvships, and to over-

come them. The success of a mechanic is not doubtful, un-

less he makes it so by misconduct, idleness, or intemperance.

He sL ad not be too impatient, neither should he suffer him-

self to be tied down for a high rate of wages by any combi-

nation, formed by those who are in a great measure inde-

pendent of their trades, but be satisfied with a fair remune-
rating price for his labour ; he will then be sure of work, and
will soon find that he will be able to make his trade assist his

agricultural ])ursuits—but all his exertions will be in vain if

he is not a strictly sober man. Whisky, the poisonous liquor

of the countrj', is sold very cheap, and has been the down-
fall of very many who would have succeeded could they have
refrained from it. Flourishing settlements, grist and saw
mills, growing towns and villages almost in every direction,

with a rapidly increasing population, have considerably di-

minished the amount of difficulty felt by the emigmnts some

I- :

t
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s;'von or eifflit years ago; but still there is a very serious ba-

lance, which, if lest sight of, would be productive of much
disappointment and probable misery. The old price for ma-
son's labour is 79. Gd. per diem, fiiuling their own food ; it

is now down ; I have engaged one to re-build my kitchen

chimney at Os. per diem. If your friend sjjould maice up his

mind to emigrate, anvi to bend his course this way, 1 will

feel pleasure in rendering him all the assistance that my ex-

perience and advice can afford—should the pursuit be mer-

cantile, he would have to proceed with extreme caution, and

ouiilit not to come to any precise determination until he have

heen here, and gained the information which can only be ob-

tained by personal observation. He must know tlie wants

(it the people he would supply, have some knowledge of

their character, and a correct idea of the mode in which bu-

siness of that kind is conducted here. A store-keeper, (the

>xeneral term used liere,) makes a groat deal of money, but

tailiu'c frequently attends him. lie who hfis capital of his

own to commence with will of course stand a better chance

than he who has to speculate upon goods sent by others. A
person in whom I was interested arrived here a year or two
l)ack with capital, and has entered upon store-keeping, I

tliiiiU successfully. When I knew what his intentions were,

I was induced to make incpiiry of persons residing at Mon-
treal, in whose knowledge, judgment, and integrity I could

{)lace the firmest reliance. I found that to establish a store

in this province, it would require at least one thousand

pounds currency, great caution in making suitable selec-

tions, and u previous residence of six or twelve months at

the point wliere it is intended to start. If the object be agri-

cultural., it only requires correct information as to locality,

and the exercise of judgment in making use of it, aiul no
great capital to begin with. The vast tide of emigration that

for the last two or three years has flowed to this province has

made a wonderful and most cheering improvement, and has

occasioned a gre.at rise in tlit value of land in the neighbour-

hood of flourishinff towns ai;d villages. The Government
upset price is raised from 5s. to 10s. the acre ; tliey have

monthly sales.

I
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Eji'tractsfromfour Letters written hy cm intelligent Scottish

farmer who went out last year to examinefor himselfinto

the probability of success attending Emigration to the

United States, or to Canada, particularly the prospects

which these countries hold out to agriculturists.

Dated 10th August, 1833, from Albany, U. S.

I find that a man, with a very little, that does not do well in

this country has himself to blame. Farming is the surest

trade here, but by no means the most profitable. The far-

mers in New Jersey seem to know very little about farming,

<md only cultivate about as much land as will give them a

bare livelihood. An active Scotchman, with a capital of

£ 1 50, set down amongst them would do not a little with his

mode of farming, and if in the vicinity of New York, or Pa-

terson, he could not fail soon making himself independent.

Storekeepers have immense profits upon some of their goods,

say from 15 to 150 per cent. Tavern-keepers retail their

spirits at 200 per cent, and some at 400 per cent. Millers

in the vicinity of water communication have all made for-

tunes. Mechanics earn from £2 to £2 1 Os. F week. Board

very low ; 9d. for dinner at the ordinary. Six per cent, is

the cunent interest, and seven may be got, and upwards.

From what I have already seen and heard, I have fairly

made up my mind to let my farm at home, and take up my
abode in this country, whatever may be the sacrifice.

FROM THE SAME.

Dated at Chippawa, 4th Oct. 1833.

I wrote you last from Albany, and have since travelled

through part of the States, and part of Upper Canada. 1

am quite delighted with the country. The farmers live most

sumptuously, putting down their wine as well as any of the

Buchan Lairds, and those that farm well make money fast, but

there are few of that stamp to be met with. Some of the best

farms near this, I am told, only produce about 16 bushel!^

per acre, owing to bad management, while some of the others

adjoining produce 40. If the Aberdeenshire farmers knew
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liow comfortably they could live in this country, few of them,

I think, would hesitate long about moving. Carpets, sofas,

liait'-bottomed chairs, and some other luxuries which we think

necessaries, become very expensive here, but the Canadians

seem to have no turn for them, and they are seldom or never

to be seen in a farmer's house.

In the London district, the current price of land is three

dollars, payable in four instalments, but it must soon start,

as mostly all the emigrants of capital from Britain are going

there.

The climate here is not reckoned so healthy as in Scotland,

but with the exception of the first week after I arrived, that

1 had a slight bowel complaint, I have enjoyed excellent

health. I have seen a good many ill with the ague, but it

is easily cured when attended to, and thought little about.

Some men, I believe, come to this country thinking to

make a fortune, and to return home and spend it, but very

few will succeed in that. I have seen a good many old

country folks, and most of them say tl at they intend to re-

turn to see their friends, but would not remain upon any

account.

I find this country far more thickly settled than I expect-

eil ; along the roads, in this district, there are as many hoiises

to be seen as in travelling through Aberdeenshire, but the

villages are much smaller. Fish and game are in great

abundance here ; I am a bad shot, but would find no difti-

culty in bagging twenty or thirty wild ducks daily.

»
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FROM THE SAME.

Dated at Buffalo, 4th Dec. 1833.

I regret much that I should have been so sceptical about the

advantages that this country possesses. If 1 had come her,ji

when I went to I might have been driving my car-

riage by this time.* Land that was bought five years ago for

four dollars, is now selling for six dollars. The legal inte-

* Allusion is here made to what might have been the result of employ-
ing several thousand pounds, judiciously, in Canada, some live or six

years ago.

d2
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rest ill Canada is (> ptM* cent. ; here I find it is 7, but 1 sus-

j)ect there is little borrowed under 10, some 15, and the

exchanj^e-brokers seldom lend under from (30 to 50 per cent.

I saw a cattle-dealer pay some njoney a few days ago^ which

lie had borrowed at 14 ])er cent, and, by his own account,

had made profit.

This is the most rising place in the States. Fourteen years

ago it oidy contained a few houses, which were all burnt by

the British, now it contains upwards of 14,000 inhabitants.

Some weeks ago there were 04 schooners, and 12 steamers,

in the harbour, all laden with goods for the west, whicli had

come up the Erie canal, 3GJJ miles in length. This canal,

which was only opened seven or eight years ago, is now ina-

dequate for the transportation of the great increase of pro-

iluce, and they are now making a railroad the same route.

Ships can now sail from Quebec to New Orleans upon
fresh water, without breaking bulk, and to ('hicago upon L; \j)

Michigan, about 800 miles from this.

The J3lack Hcnck, an Indian Chief, so called, who at-

tempted last year to invade the western States, and did such

havoc with the scalping knife, passed through here a few days

ago. The American Government has sent him on a tour

through the States, that he may see the folly of over again

making such an attempt.

I like this country very much, but am by no means par-

tial to some of the Yankie habits. Mechanics are here nearly

as busy on Sunday as any other day, and many of those who
are not employed go to the woods with the rifle. Few of

them have any religion whatever, and many of them are never

baptized. If a man contrive to cheat his neighbour, he is

said to be " (piite a smart man," and instead of being de-

>pised, is by many more respected for so doing.

FROM THE SAME.

Written at Fort Erie, of date the 2 1st September, 1833,

addressed to a brother Farmer at home.

I HAVE now seen part of the States, and part of the

Canadas, and think that a man can live most comfortably
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in tlie latter. There i; littlo doubt hut that most money
is to bo made amon^ the Yankies, but then an emigrant

must keep his mouth shut when he hears his country

despised. Improvements of every description get on in tlie

States with double rapidity. The American machinery is

much better planned for saving labour than ours, but in farm-

ing they are very far behind us. There is a farmer of the

name of Dobins, from Scotland, who settled near this upon
a farm a few years ago, without any original capital, and is

doing remarkably well. He has only about eighty acres

cleared, but raises more wheat than his neighbours do who
have double the quantity. He is spoken of for twenty miles

round as being the best farmer in the district. His average

is never less than forty bushels of wheat an acre. Many of

the farina do not produce more than sixteen bushels an acre,

and if you saw their plan of farming, you would scarcely

think it would give the seed. When they thresh their wheat,

they cart the straw direct to the same field. There is a farm

of 1()1 acres which I saw near the Falls for sale, at 10 dollars

per acre, and reckoned very cheap, considering the situation.

Wheat is selling here for 5s. per bushel ; oats, Is. 3d. per

bushel ; butter, 6d. per lb. ; eggs, ()d. per doz. ; whisky,

Is. (id. per gallon ; beef, 2-o-d. to 3d. per lb. Servants wages,

£'2 to M2 1 Os. per month, with board. Tea, 3s. per lb.

;

green tea, 4s. 6d. ; potatoes are selling at Is. per bushel ; 330
bushels is an average crop per acre.

These prices will give you some idea how a farmer may
get on in this country. The price of beef will seem low to

you, but as a farmer may keep as many cattle in summer in

the woods as he inclines, at no expense whatever, I think

the price pretty fair. In winter they must be kept upon hay

and the tops of Indian corn. Two men can work a farm of

100 acres with no assistance in harvest, or at any other time,

from boy or woman. They are now busy cutting their In-

dian corn and buckwheat ; most of their white wheat was cut

in July.

The taverns in the Canadas are very inferior to those in

the States. In their bedrooms there is seldom a basin, or

even some other things we reckon fully as necessary.

Game is most abundant here of all sorts, but the Ame-
ricansj whom I have seen, are very bad shots. I have not

u3

5.



wmm

42

observed one of them attempt to slioot upon winjr, althougfi

the gun is HeUlom out of their hnnds.

A farmer can settle here in stile with £i)00, and keep aw

ifood a table as any of our lairds, but of course must at-

tend to his business and keej) at home, as servants here are

much less to be depended on than tliey are in Scotland. I

have seen a few persons in the aj^uo, but they seem to think

little about it ; those near lake Erie are more liable to it than

those on the lower lake. Since I have arrived I have enjoy-

ed excellent health, with the exception of one week after

landinfjj at New York, and all th*} other cabin passengers

w»ri.' a little troubled in the same; way.

Doctors charge here most extravagantly, say from ten

shillings to three pounds a visit, but there are few that I

would be inclined to trust my life with. If Mr.

turns his attention to making and selling <|uack medicines,

lie is sure of making a fortune. They sell here very high,

and are used by almost every body. If Mr. think

of coming out, he ought to become a complete chemist.

There are a great many doctors, but few of them of good

education.

r V

:)! /i

Extract of a Letter fruvi one uj the Colonial Society's Mi-

nisters in Upper Canada, dated August 12, 183:5.

Our Synod is making an eflbrt to have all engagements ren-

dered permanent ; and apparently this very desirable object

will be accomplished. The system which had prevaiknl in

the United States, and had begun o get a fooling here, of

hiring and dismissing ministers at their pleasure, is a ])ractical

result of the Voluntary Association princi])le, which would
])e very little admired in Scotland. Indeed, I cannot

help stepping out of my way to remark, that as it has

become a proverb here, that the best cur(> for a radical is

to send him to the United States, so it may as truly be said

that more insight would be got into the working of the Vo-
luntary principle by half-a-year's residence here, or in the

States, than by the study of all the theories upon the sub-

ject which have emanated of late from the Scottish press*.
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Tliouffli Canada is not oxactly an integral portion of tlio

iioifililjouving States, the people have arlopt«)(l many of their

ways, anil, among the rest, hiring and dismissing, as tliH

uanjtaction is familiarly and very appropriately called, with

all its unpleasant and ruinous accompaniments. But in our

coiigi'egation, at least, the practice is in a fair way of heing

iibolislied.

Copy of a Letterfrom a Cler^^'mati in Upper Canada, tu

his brother in , Scotland, dated E , near

(iuelph, 3Iaij QOth, 1832.

Dkar Brother,—The longer I live here, and the more I

know of the country, the more I am persuaded that this

will soon he the first country in the world. Settlers are

jnospering so well evf where, that the most favourable ac-

t (tunts are sent to th Cou7itiy, and the consequence is,

as you yourself kno\. , ...iut the ratio of emigration is increas-

inii' ton-fold ; not merely the poor are now coming out, hut

iMcii of capital, which will conduce much to the prosperity

of this country. The only thing wanted is a ready-money
market, for money is scarce. Settlers generally get about

oiio-lialf in cash for their produce, the other they are ob-

lii^od to traffic for goods, &c. Yet, with this difficulty in

the way, settlers are becoming every year more independ-

t.'iii, and see the comforts and many of the luxuries of life

surrounding them. I often think of the assertion of Mr.
!•: — , that * a mail would have to labour all his life for

a living, and it would be his sons only who would reap any

advantage from his labours.' This may be true enough of

the place in which he resides, and perhaps of a large portion

<il Lower Canada ; but how injurious to the interests of

emigration, is this, to be attirmeil or s\ipposed of the whole
( ountry in general. I could, witli little difficulty, find you
liundreds, who, in the space of eight years, (most of them
without means at the beginning) having paid for their land

from a dollar and a half to two dollars per acre—now living

as well as folks do with you at £200 a year. For a tract

of nearly 100 square miles there is the richest land that can

'I
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be, capable of producing every thing that is produce'' in

England, as good, and much more besides.

The labour of clearing the land at first, it must be grant-

ed, is very great, but then the worst is over, and folk aro

cheered through their labours by the pleasing consideration

that they are working for themselves, and will soon enjoy

the reward of their work. Those who wish, can have every

thing within thfmselves ; those who buy, can have every thinj;

except clothing for about one half what it would cost at home.

As to climate, and I have now seen the most part of the

year, I think it fully as agreeable as in England. The winter

lasted four moiithi, and it was reckoned the severest for

many years : it was far pleasanter, though much colder, than

the vv'ntp" with you. It was regular ; no sudden changing

iVom wet to dry, and from heat to cold. Business goes oh

then with as much activity as in any part of the year,—the

roads are filled with sleighs contr^..ing produce for the mar-

ket, and it is then that money is got in and land paid for-

At this season (May) nature is clothed with the jjost luxu-

riant verdure, ani, every thing &eems to welcome the ajjproacli

of summer.

Bears are scarce^ but wolves are pretty numerous ; how-

ever, they are very timid, and never attack a human beinir-

They feed on the deer with which the woods abound, and

also sheep, if not put up at night. The only snakes about

these paru are garter snakes, which are perfectly harmless,

and feed on vermin. Mosquitoes, gnats, and black flies,

occasion much annoyance to new comers, but I have been

annoyed as much ly midges in Ireland -, and they are now
in thoir strength : old settlers scarce mind thora. Th j L',.,nii

here are as beautiful and varied as those of India. \^ e have

the humming bird, squirrels, and all sorts of naiura! bonni)

things meeting our eyes wherever we turn.

Emigration is increasing so rapidly, that land is rising in

value. Three dollars an acre is now the average price of

land, and in less than five years it will be ten. If a ma»
could bring here as much money as would buy a lot of 200
acres, and have a little to set him a-going, he would be as

well off as thoss who have £.'500 a year in England, an(t be-

sides, be far away from the wretchedness which is so painful

to those who have the feelings of men and Christians. >Jo-
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tiling can be more pleasing than to see peace and plenty

among a people with whr.n religion is the all-important con-

sideration, and notl.ing is wanted here to make this place a
paradise, but religion. This want, however, I trust, will,

in course of time, be supplied ; and the means of grace are

increasing.

1 have removed my residence from Guelph to E , to

be near Christian friends ; and every thing seems now as I

could wish.

I have taken up 100 acres of land, with 10 chopped down,

part of which I am now planting with potatoes and Indian

corn, and the whole I hope to put into fall-crop. I have

•low M cow and two pigs.

I hope you will make up your mind to come out. If I

ad the command of about £200 or £300, I could secure

you a cleared farm, which would make your life comfortable,

and I would advise ycu to lose no time, as land is taking up
very rapidly, so, in a short time, there will be no cheap land

to l)e procured about these parts.

I taught a st')ool last winter, and received £10 besides

my board, and intend to do the same next winter. I preach

overy Lord's day, and am f !so paid fnr my ministry.

^«
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Extract of a Letter from a Mason in York, U. C to his

friend in Edinburgh, dated Oci 11, 18U3.

Ox our arvivii 'T here, I found employment at my bi'siness.

I uiought it wise to accept it, till I shculd see something of

the manners and customs of the people, and learn how things

were ;,'oing on. It was my intention when I came away from

home o have a piece of land, so I endeavoured to inform my-
self a little about that also. I lieard what people in general

had to say about this, and being itlle for want of stone for

tour or five days, I thought it best to take a turn out to the

country, and see for myself how things were in reality ; and

I am glad that 1 did so, for it is the great cry of the land-

iiolders (or speculators in land) here, as well as the fTovern-

iiient— ' Go hack, and you will get every thing-' But I

could see the difference very plainly ; as you go back into

the wilds, hardships, inconveniences, and difficulties in-

miit
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crease ; wa.it of market, want of roads, want of mills—in

shoit, they have many ills to struggle with which keeps them
far behind. I was back as far as 30 miles, where it had been

settled as long as some of the front townships, yet they have

not got even roads made, only sleigh roads through the woods.

They cannot come to market but in winter on th*» snow, and

then they must sell at what they can get, for they cannot

take their produce back with them : they must also sell im-

mediately for the purpose of purchasing necessaries for the

ensuing year. From all that I saw, I am persuaded that it

is better to have land in a front township near a market,

paying in proportion for it, than get it in a back town as a

free gift. I have made up my mind therefore to buy in a

township as near to York as possible.

1 have now looked at land at different places and prices,

and have bought 100 acres in the township of Pickering, 20

miles from York, and only a mile and a half from the post

road from York to Kingston. I pay five dollars an acre : it

is considered good land, and scarcely any in the township is

to be got at this price. I went to another gentleman who
owns the greater part of the land now to dispose of in the

township, but, after going over some of it, I thought it no

better than what I have bought, and he told me his prico

was eight dollars, under which he would not sell any of it,

good or bad. I am to pay by five instalments, one down,

and the rest with interest at different periods.

[As the manner of living, and of getting on, in Canada,

is much the same, in many respects, as in the States, the

following letter from the latter will be found interesting even

to those who intend settling in Canada.]

Extract ofa Letter from a Farm Servant in America, to

the Editor of the Glasgow Chronicle, dated Lyon's

Town, U. S. nth January, 1830.

I sailed from Greenock on the 24th May, 1826, on board

of the ship Curler, in company of many other steerage pas.
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sengers. As soon as we had cast anchor in quarantine

ground at New York, and had got our Pilot on board, a me-
dical gentleman came also on board, to inquire if there was
any sickness or disease prevailing amongst our passengers and
sailors. Happy to find all in good health, we were permit-

ted to weigh anchor next day, and in the course of about
two hours after, moored in the harbour of New York. Hav-
ing but little business to transact in the city, my stay was
but short. I sailed up the Hudson river on board of a steam
boat for Albany ; and from thence on board of a line-boat on
the Erie Canal, for the west. I was much delighted in this,

my water excur8i3n, to hear the woods of America echo
with the sweet sounds of the key bugles from on board of

the respective boats ; and what rendered it more pleasant to

me was, that Scottish tunes appeared to be their favourite

airs, that is, " Scots wha hae," " Auld lang syne," " Roy's
wife," " Wha 11 be King but Charlie," &c. &c. But calling

to my recollection the words of our Scottish Bard, " plea-

sures are like poppies spread," I considered this gay life would
not last long with me, so I turned myself to what I was bred
to—the spade and the plough. I began to work in Maddison
County, State of New York, at eleven dollars per month,

and found, in the employ of Mr. Zablan Douglas, who com-
manded a Regiment of the Commonwealth Militia last war be-

tween England and this country. I found Col. Douglas to be

a good Republican, and a staunch friend to the American in-

dependency. The Colonel owns a farm of upwards of 300
acres of land, in a very pleasant and fertile part of the

country ; and as is common here, has a large orchard on

his farm, containing many different kinds of fmit, but espe-

cially apples, as these are chiefly used for family use, and for

making Cyder, which is the common drink here. I shall

^ive some account of the mode of living in this country ; I

sliall only state how we fared at Colonel Douglas's table, and

as I have found it to be no ways superior to that of any other

farmer that I have had an opportunity of seeing, I look on

it as the common way of living. Breakfast—tea or coffee,

with loaf bread and butter, short cakes, and beef ham, with

many different pickles and sauces—but apple sauce was most

common, and on the table at every meal. Dinner—roast or

boiled beef or pork, with well-cooked potatoes, pies, cus-
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tavds, cakes, Szc. &c. Supper—cold meat with bread, In-

dian corn pudding, with new milk, &c. Wljisky three times

a day, and Cyder to drink as often as nature required it. A
feather bed to sleep on ; and clean sheets every week. The
Colonel wijhed to hire me for a year, and offered me 120

doilors, = at 48. 2d. per dollar, to JL'25, for that time ; bur

wishing to see a little more of tlic country, and hearing of

good wages on the Pennsylvanian canals, I bent my way to

thai country, and began working on the Susquehanna canal,

in the employ of Messrs. Pines and Phillips, who had a large

contract on that line of canal. As I go along I will statf

the wages. In March 12 dollars per month ; in April 13
;

in May and June 14 ; July, August, and September 13 ;

October 14 ; and in November down again to 12 dollars ; but

I was appointed in the month of May to superintend the

work, and my wages then were 16 dollars per month, till

the 4th of November, when I left the canal and returned to

the State of New York, where I intend to commence farm-

ing, being otT'ered a good farm from Mr. Plues, by the halves.

This farm lies on the Erie Canal, Orleans County, about

thirty miles west of Rochester, where there are good mar-

kets for all kinds of grain. Finding I lay under some dis-

advantages in engaging with it, being a single man, I de-

clined the offer, and hired with a farmer, for one year, at

110 dollars. I believe for a man with a family, the farm

would have been much more lucrative, as there are 250 acres

of cleared land upon it ; and I would recommend farming

before any other line of business in this country. The reason

is, farmers live so very independent of any other class ')f

people. I have travelled through a very great part of the

States of New York and Pennsylvania—have called at |)retty

wealthy farmer's houses, and have seen the old Dame card-

ing the wool shorn off their own sheep—the young girls

spinning it—one, more in years than the vest, weaving it,

and all the family wearing it. And if they have a few yards

to spare, they sell it, whi'-h defrays the expenses of dyeing

and fulling what they themselves wear. Besides, they grow
their own grain ; fatteti their own beef and pork ; make theii

own sugar ; likewise, tlioir own cyder ; and if they have a

mind, distil their own \^ hisky,— " there is no Exciseman in

a bustle seizing a still." Neither have they any Factor they
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need to humble themselves before, for they have no rents to

pay, and their taxes are but small, and some years none at

all. As I have recommended farming to those who have but

a small capital, so I would recommend to those who have
none, and who have been bred to farming, to enter into the

employ of a farmer when they emigrate to America. It is

true, there are higher wages got upon the canals ; but as the

Irish emigrants claim that work wholly as their own^ and
beat off some, and kill others, as the Dutchmen last summer
found to their sad experience, I would advise all my country-

men not to deprive the Sons of Hibernia of their rights, and
they will find it no disadvantage to them. A farmer in

Anierica needs not to serve a long apprenticeship to be a

good farmer. Since I came to this country, I have known
a Paisley weaver, possessing or owning a hundred acres of

land, and a beautiful framed house on it, with a good barn

and stable, who is reputed a good American farmer. The
grain raised in this country is chiefly wheat, rye, and Indian

corn. Oats and barley are also sown, but not to great ex-

tent. Thirty bushels of wheat is an average crop per acre

:

rye :25 ; Indian corn 40 ; oats from 30 to 40
; potatoes 250.

i'hese are the average crops per acre in this part of the

country, and the markets at present rate as follows, viz. :

—

wheat, 56 cents per bushel, (a cent is exactly a half-penny) ;

rye 37 ; Indian corn 34 ; oats 20 ;
potatoes 18 ; and hay is

sold ai 5 dollars per ton ; beef 5 cents per lb. ; pork and

mutton 4 cents per lb. ; and a ready cash market for all these

productions. A great part of farming work is done by oxen ;

hprses are of ,a small breed, but very hardy ; the sheep are

said to be of the Merino breed. To horses, sheep and cattle,

is given a small quantity of salt once or twice a week, of

which they appear to be very fond. Sleighs or slaes are

uiuch used in time of deep snow, both for pleasure and con-

veyance of goods ; the former are drawn by horses, and the

latter by oxen. Fences are split rails about 12 or 14 feet

long, placed one above another in a zig-zag direction, in the

form of the letter W, except where the settlement has been

of pretty long standing ; in that case the fences are formed

of posts and bars, in the form of a gate. I have seen some
stone fences in different parts of the country ; but they were

built in a very unworkmanlike raanaer. I have experienc-
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ed much hospitality from the inhabitants ; but when one

enters into commerce witli them, he must be very careful,

else he is sure to be taken in. Land can be had at many
different prices. I know a tract of land in the State of

Pennsylvania, and southwest of the great bend of the Sus-

quehanna river, that may be had for one dollar and a half per

acre, and five yeare credit without interest. This land is

covered with valuable timber, and may be navigated down
the Susquehanna to the Baltimore market. Emigjrants begin to

settle there in great numbers, and are making great progress in

chopping the wood, and clearing the land ; but the old country-

man conies far short of the Yankee in this kind of work. I

understand many settlors from the New England States, have

removed, and are still removing to the State of Ohio, and

to the territory of Michigan. There the land is at the

low price of one dollar and 25 cents per acre, ready money.

Now it is not moorland, neither is it barren, for it will bear

good crops in the open field, and in the garden, cucumbers,

Avater melons, musk melons, and many other garden produc-

tions in great abundance. The land in this part of the

country is much higher; woodland from 4 to iO dollars per

acre, and land pretty well inij)roved, with a dwelling-house,

a barn, a stable, and an orchar<l upon it, from 15 to 25 dol-

lars per acre. Here, the workman is paid for his labour,

and the husbandman is rewarded for his industry ; but 1 en-

courage none but the steady, the sober, and the industrious,

to come to this country, for by industry, there is a comfort-

able living to l)e obtained ; and I pity my poor and indus-

trious countrymen, who, from want of means, are prevented

from coming to a country, where they and their families might

enjoy freedom, and a comfortable way of living, as the fruits

of their frugality and industry.

I know of thousands of acres of land that are situated be-

tween the Clyde and the Carron, that six acres will not keep

a cow and her calf, and a ewe and her lamb, the year round

;

yet, for that, some person or other will promise, and must
pay from 15s. to 208. sterling per acre of annual rent; and

should he fail to implement his engagement, his landlord

will not fail to use means to have his rent by seizing on the

poor tenant's stock, and perhaps not leave him worth a penny.

Now, a year's rent of one acre would make a free purchase
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of three acres of woodland in many different places in the

United States of America, that, when cleared and sown,
will produce from 25 to 30 bushels of wheat per acre. Some
will probably ask, what would it cost to clear such land ? 1

answer, from eight to ten dollars per acre will cut down, log,

and burn up the wood that grows upon it—put up a fence of

rails round it five feet high, which would be a good fence.

Now, if the unimproved land in Scotland could be rendered

fit to produce such crops, as the land referred to will, it

would save Sir John Sinclair much of his writing on agricul-

ture. But lest I should offend any of my countrymen by
pretending superior knowledge, I shall say no more ; and
remain,

Sir, your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) John IMokrison.
Mr. D. D.

I have so far stated to you, and the Editor of the Glas-

gow Chronicle and Journal, a few simple facts respecting

America, which I intend for the good of my poor countrymen

at large—but am sorry that my shallow learning prevents

me from expressing myself in a more elegant style ; for all

I have said comes far short of what I have experienced my-
self—and still farther of what I have seen in others. I will

state a few more things, which I find I have omitted ;

—

First, I will let you know how apple sauce is made—the

apples are pared and quartered, the hearts taken out, then

boiled in new cyder, that has been boiled down 3-4ths, then

j)reserved as you do your jam. In working a farm in shares,

if the proprietor finds horses, oxen, farming utensils, stocks

the farm with cows and sheep, according to the pasture,

and also finds seed to sow it, he has 2-3ds of the produce.

These were the terms on which Mr. Flues offered me his

farm ; and if the farmer finds the half of all, he takes the

half of all, and the owner has the other half. I committed

a mistake, when I said in my letter there were no rents to

j)ay, for I was informed by Mr. Paton that there are several

farms in this neighbourhood let at one dollar per acre

—

cleared land only paid for. He is my employer, and owns

nearly 400 acres of land, for which he has been offered 25

dollars each acre, free purchase. It is situated about a mile
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and a half west of the heautiful village of Lyons, and the

Erie canal goes through it. He arrived in this country

about 30 years ago, and Imd no f^^reat capital when he came.

Where I spoke of travelling in sleighs for pleasure, I forgot

to say that I look upon this season, viz. winter, to be the

most pleasant throughout all the year. It is the season in

which the inhabitants visit their friends—they reckon very

little on travelling 100 miles in a sleigh to pay a visit—there

are bells hung round each horse's neck, which make a con-

stant tinkling—they go with great speed. The land south-

west of the great bend of the Susquehanna river, abounds

with wild deer, and many a one makes a good deal of money
by killing them, as the venison can be readily sold for 6

or 8 cents per lb. As to the farm produce, butter sells at

12|^ cents, per lb.—apples about 20 cents, per bushel, Q9d.

per sleek]—peaches 25—cheese 8 cents, per lb.—cyder

about one dollar per barrel, Q^d. per English pint,] much
cheaper than your sour milk—boarding, in genteel taverns,

from a dollar and a half, to two dollars per week—one meal

25 cents.—passage between New York and Albany one dol-

lar, and found— passage on the Erie canal, one cent, per

mile, or two cents, and found. Six per cent, interest is

readily got for money, and good security. Cloths of all

kinds are higher priced than in Britain, and of inferior

quality—yet they are making rapid improvements in manu-
factures, and there is good encouragement for mechanics of

every class. A man may smoke his pipe at very little ex-

pense, tobacco being from 12^ to 20 cents, per lb. ; and

whisky 25 cents, per gallon [^2^d. per common bottle.] A
dollar is about 4s. 2d. sterling—a cent, is one halfpenny

sterling.

Extract of a Letter from an Emigrant loho left Scotland,

for Canada, in 18'33i

—

dated Zorra, London District,

September 19, 1833.

Dear Buotiiek,—When we arrived at Quebec, a steamer

came alongside and took us and our luggage, in 30 hours

sailing, to Montreal. Each adult 7s. luggage free. Captain
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A - got our custom-house business transacted at

Quebec by his man of business. When we arrived at Mon-
treal, several men came to us wishing to engage to take us

to Prescot. If you come, make the best bargain you can

with them. We employed M'Pherson & Co. who keep a

store three quarters of a mile above the place where the

steamer stops on the side of the canal. Our luggage cost

'is. (3d. per cwt. All sorts of provisions free. Each adult

10s. 2d. They were at the expense of carting us all up
from the steamer to their store, where we lo<lged, till the

boat sailed, which was next morning. We paid nothing for

lodging, there being great opposition among the boat owners.

We sailed in what is called a Durham boat, which was partly

covered. We arrived at Prescot, and were landed on the

wliarf
; paid 3d. per cwt. for wharfage, and had liberty to

lodge in the store free, until the schooner in which we were
to embark should sail, which was in three days. Our pas-

sage to Hamilton (at the westernmost end of Lake Ontario)

was 2s. fid. each, luggage 7d. per cwt. ; four days sailing 300
miles. We were put on shore at Land's wharf, and lived in

a school-house close by, which belonged to Mr. Land. Our
luggage was put into the store, lodging and wharfage cost

7s. Gd. for nine days. We then left the women and travel-

led 50 miles up to Zorra, through woods and very bad roads.

We looked about two or three days for land to suit us,

which is all very good in this township. We saw many
iine lots for sale, and at last fixed on one of 100 acres, at

i2s. sterling per acre, or 3 dollars currency, but it was long

before we knew whether we could get it or not. We had

to go to York, 110 miles distant, about the land. It is a

fine lot on the banks of the Thames. We are now well

settled, all in good health, and have built a good log-house,

and fogged it well. We have a good cow, which cost 22
dollars, with a calf three months old. A yoke of oxen cost

65 dollars, the best in all the settlement. We expect to

have another cow this fall. We have chopped, logged, and

cleared 4J acres, and sown it in wheat. There are plenty

of ducks, partridges, ])igeons, and deer in the woods, some of

which we have ahnost every day, and thousands of fruit trees,

of many kinds. We keep our health remarkably well, and
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like the country as well, but we tliink long for your coming;

out. Mr. M. has bought ninety acres from a man here, five

of which were cleared. I would sooner give 3^ dollars for

ours, than 2^ for his purchase.

To Mr. G. or others who wish to know what we think of

Canada, I would say that many trifling things we find dif-

ferent from what we expected, but on the whole better. We
like it remarkably well, and if we keep our health, as we
seem to do, we have no fear of making a comfortable inde-

pendent living. This is one of the most healthy townships

in Upper Canada. The land is of the very best quality, and

well watered, which in some tovvtiships and districts is

scarce. Those who are willing to follow after land ought

to come out immediately, as it has risen in price consider-

ably since we came here. There are still great numbers of

emigrants arriving daily. A person can commence on land

very well with £50, but better with more.

Our wheat is looking beautiful, and four inches high ; we
have pitted our potatoes, and are going to the mill next

week with a grist. We have got another cow, which cost

seventeen dollars, so we shall have plenty of milk, and honey

also, by the time you come out. Labouring men can get

plenty of work here, and thanks besides payment. Several

who came with us got employment the first day at 5s, and

6s. (Halifax currency) per day.

Directionsfor the Voyage, and after arrival in the Country.

FROM THE SAHIE.

Go in good time, and secure a berth in the ship to your

liking.

Do not take one, on either side, opposite the. hatchway,

because, when at sea, the water often rnshes in, and be sure

to close in your berth with boards, or get the captain to do

it ; the beds should not be narrower than three feet, on no

account.

The following is a list of the provisions, &c. proper to be

taken to sea for four persons, as steerage passengers.

16 or 18 pecks of Potatoes, in a barrel with a lock upon it.

40 lb. of good beef, well salted in brine, — do. —
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IG lb. of butter.

3 lb. of coffee.

3 or 4 do/, old bottled l»eer, which has less chance of

Jibing than if new.

Some dozens of eggs, packed in salt.

I doz. cod fish, cut in pieces for boiling.

Some dozens of Buckie haddocks, well dried for keeping.

Milk does not keep well.

No sweetmeats are relished at sea.

A few oranges, which at times taste very pleasant to the

parched palate.

Some cheese.

8 lb. of treacle, in a flaggon.

1 stone of barley—a good deal of pepper and mustard.

Plenty of carrots, turnips, and oiiions, for broth ; they

will keep all the voyage.

28 lb. of tine ship bread.

8 or 10 quartern loaves, baked hard, from Matthews.

1 boll of oatmeal, (i pecks baked into bannocks and cakes,

very well fired, and flat for packing.

Some white puddings.

Do. suet for dumplings.

A few candles, and a white-iron lanthern with horn.

1 bottle of vinegar, to use in water on shipboard.

1 do. of castor oil, and some oz. of colocynth, and ihu-

barb pills.

6 lb. of Epsom salts, and 1 lb. senna.

These medicines are very dear here.

Tin pan to fit the stove in the ship, and it is convenient to

have one for hooking on the ribs of the grate, when the top

of the fire is occupied.

Kettle for making coffee, &c.

N.B Use no crockery, but, in its stead, jugs and bowls

of tin.

Broth pot, frying-pan, tin kettle.

You must have all your things packed up in boxes or

barrels, so that you can replace them in safety. When you

have to ship and unship them, have lockn on all of them
;

have nothing in bags. I would warn you to look sharp, for

sailors and passengers will sometimes make mistakes as to

what is their own and what is not. Have all your tin dishes
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marked, as they nre apt to disappear without leave. Put

your heef and your potatoes into the hold of the ship
;

your beer and cakes where you can have access ; an<l those

things most commonly applied to should bestowed away near

your bed. Nota bene.—Always lock your boxes when you

leave them.

The following are some necessary articles which you should

bring along with you :

—

A pair or two of stout shoes each ; no iron but on the

heels. Cooking utensils, crockery, clothes, and no furni-

ture—two gridirons. Hring a bellows, shovel, and kitchen

tongs, candlesticks, no lamps ;
pack some things into a tub

or two. Tin water pails will be found useful, baskets, two

tea-pots, coffee-pot, clock. No axes, for what we brought

were of little use, so we bought others here, but a small

one migfit bo taken. Clothes of all kinds can be bought

at Hamilton (U. C) very cheap ; blankets are not so.

Wool is much cheaper than with you. Bring a large tin

plate oven, with feet. B wants ^ do/, stout cotton pirns,

a few balls of cotton thread, white and stout. Bring some

flat and deep plates, two or three pudding dishes with

white-irou ones of the same size. A brass-pan. Soap and

soda. Large oil flask—a tin candle-mould fi)r three or four

candles ; twenty yards or so of narrow sacking ; nine harrow

teeth, 1'2 inches long, by 1^ square, of good Swedish iron;

one scythe, and mounting for three, the rings 2 inches dia-

meter; a mason's small hammer; an auger If or 1^ ; a light

grape for the byre ; two pitch-forks, one a size less than the

other, with ferrils for them ; cramp vice, glue pot, and glue ;

a Wright's bench screw, and nut ; two logging chains of Swe-
dish iron, (for the oxen drawing away the trees after being

cut) of the following dimensions— 11 feet hmg, links 2 inch,

made of 1^ inch rod, or stouter, a strong hook at each end,

six inches long, and Jlat, get a link into the chain 4 feet

5 inches from the one end ; the use of which is to put one

of the hooks into.*

Bring plenty oi farthings, which go as far as halfpennies

or penny pieces, each of these passing for a cupper. You

In Canada, such chains cost about from 15 to 25 dollars per 100 lbs.
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will find them very useful in purcliasing milk, or other re-

Irt'slinientH, in coming up tlio river.

At Montreal you may lay in the foUowin}^ stores ;—some
soap ; 2 11). of tea (young hyson) ; 1 Ih. black tea

; (we shall

Hoon have plenty of sugar from our own trees.) Some fresh

provisions, which are cheaper there than at Quebec.
As soon as you can ascertain how many packages you

have to go with you, call at the Custom-house, although

it were some days before the ship is to sail, and give in

the number of them, mentioning also their contents, whether
clothing, books, utensils, tools, provisions, &c. with the

average value of each, at a low estimate. Then you get a

])ermit, which you present to the searching officer at the ship,

where one always attends. No duty, exept shore-dues, on

luggage. At Quebec none at all, only on goods for sale,

which are 2^ per cent- The searching officers there are not

very strict. Do not have your boxes too large, as we had ;

they will be easier managed.

On leaving the ship, r.member that you come into imme-
diate contact with ma-y p ople who will take every advan-

tage over you which they can, so look sliarp in your bargains,

and after your luggage. Keep a strict watch over these

picaroons wherever the boats stop in your voyage up the

river, or on the lakes ; for, on these occasions, crowds of

people assemble, and come on board ostensibly to assist you,

but often to carry off any handy article. Even on leaving

the ship at Quebec be on your guaiu, and call a muster of

your various articles, in case the sailors should take a fancy

to any of them.

You may go all the way from Montreal to Prescot (150
miles,) by water, anrf though you have to pass the rapids,

these are not so terrible as they are sometimes described.

You should take your paspage in a Durham boat, which

is partly covered Provisions are very dear all along the

river, so if you bring as much as will do to Hamilton, the

better. Remember these always ^ofree of freight. On ar-

riving at Prescot it is tlien all plain sailing, and you may
embark in a steamer or schooner, the first being the quickest

and most comfortable conveyance, the second is the cheapest

by half, but the time of passage uncertain. Enquire in-

stantly for the next vessel which is to sail. The schooner

liif.
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we sailed in was four days in going about 300 miles ; which-

ever you choose, get on board the one or the other as soon as

possible with your baggage. If you store your things for a

single night, you pay 3d. per cwt. Lodgings can be easily

got at Prescot, at 3(1. each person per night. They will put

you on shore at Land's wharf, which is within a mile of Ha-
milton ; I mean the steamer or schooner people, if you ask

them. When we hear of your arrival there, we will come
with our oxen and bring up your luggage.

Although we have described the passage by Quebec, the

one by New York is safer on account of the ice, which is

often fatal to vessels in steering for the St. Laurence. We
heard of several being lost this year by getting entangled in

it, especially early in the spring. In either way, you are

equally in the hands of the Almighty, who can save on laud,

or on water, or on ice.

Recollect to have rope-handles on all your boxes, well se-

cured to bear the weight of the box by one end, as they are

all hoisted out of the vessels by the handles. Have locks

on them, and a few screws ; no ropes rou)\d them, as they

are troublesome to rope and unrope. Get them all placed in

the hold, as near the stern of the ship as possible.

You will tell Mr. that at Quebec and Montreal I

could not sell any of the goods, but at far under their price, so

I resolved to take them farther up the country, which I did,

but I found even then that money could not be got for

thorn, only produce of the country, so we sold some of

„hem for that, and are selling now and then. We will use

the produce, and remit the money when we have the most

of them sold. There are some of them we can hardly sell

at any rate, such as locks and hinges. Knives, saws, spades,

and spoons, we have almost sold.

We are very ill off here for clover to the cattle ; it is not

to be bought ; I mean red clover, which is best. Will you
therefore bring as much as sow two acres ; the quantity will

be about IG lb. Could you also bring some rye grass seed,

a little wi!^ do as we can raise more from it. We have

Timothy grass here in its place, but we wtmt to try it. Will

you pay paiticular attention to getting it packed close up in

a box.



. i!^'<f^sfvvy-''!

59

Get all your Sovereigns exchanged at Montreal, whore
you will receive 23s. 9(1. or 24s. for them ; some will give

you more than others.

Extract of a Letter, from Mrs. • to Mrs. -

from the same place, and of the same date.

SfNCE I recovered the fatigue of the voyage, I have been

better in health than in Aberdeen. This is a healthy place,

and we have neighbours near us. All things are comfortable

enough, and I am content, but I often think about near friends

and acquaintances whom I shall never see a^ain.

If it be that you come out, a few hints w.U be of ser-

vice to you, as we saw many things destroyed by improper

packing. You should have a sufficient box to hold your

bonnets, with nothing besides to crush them. Get three

large flannel shirts. Have as few things open in your berth

as possible ; a bag to hold the clean, and another for the

dirty. A cloth cap for yourself, and others for the chil-

dren, as bonnets are not convenient at sea, and your dress

should be of a warm description.

Do not distress youi"self preparing great store of things,

as if you could get nothing here. We can buy cotton prints,

and cotton of all kinds, as cheap as at home. You may
bring a few cuts of worsted for stockings, but we have far

liner wool, and cheaper, than with you. We can have plenty

of feathers as every one has dozens of geese, and they are

plucked every month. You will have to supply your own
bedding on board of ship.

Bring some blankets, as they are scarce here ; 2 tea kettles,

brander, and crook. Be sure to pack your dishes well. Keep
your mind easy on the voyage, and be always eating something.

Extract ofa Letter from a Mason, now in the United States,

fatefrom Scotland; dated Dec. 31, 1833, Pennsylvania.

Wk landed safely at Quebec on the 17th of May, and found

trade very brisk. Mason's wages 5s. per day. I was pro-
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mised more, if I inclined to stop in the place, but fearing

the lonf^ winter in Lower Canada, I proceeded to Montreal,

where I staid two months, and worked at a dollar per day.

While there, I received a letter from a friend in the United

States, in which he informed me that the best place for a

tradesman was there. I accordingly left Montreal and pro-

ceeded as far as New York, where I entered into the em-

ployment of Mr. and earned the above wages, but

had I been acquainted with the tools and manner of work-

ing, I could have got much more. Some masons about this

make three dollars per day. There were about sixty stone

cutters employed by Mr. " at the time I was with

him ; and he would willingly have engaged more if it had

been possible to procure them. At the end of two weeks

1 left the employment of Mr. , and engaged with a

Dutchman who has promised me work for a season. My
wages now are 1^ dollars, and paid in cash every Saturday

night.* Masons can do little here during the months of Ja-

nuary and February. As yet we have had no snow this

season, but heavy falls of rain, and hard frosts. This place

is much better for tradesmen and labourers to come to than

Canada is ; but the land in Canada is better and cheaper.

Here, the wood is almost cleared off the ground. Land is

getting higher every year. In winter, the day light is much
longer than in Scotland. At present (a quarter past five

o'clock, P.M.) I can see to write without candlelight, and

we have good day light at seven in the morning. I do not

say that a fortune can be made here in the course of a year

or two, but this is the country for work and wages. A sober

and industrious tradesman, or labourer, can save a great deal

more money than he can do at home. The price of shoes

and clothing is about the same here as in Scotland. You
have board, lodging, and washing here, for two dollarscan

per week, and the board is equal to that of any gentleman

in Aberdeen.

• In CanaJa, tradesmen are not generally paid every week or fort-

night, as at home ; but at very irregular periods—one, two, and some-
times threr 'months.
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Hints to Canadian Emigrants, by Mr. Fergusson.

Few things will puzzle an emigrant more than the choice of

a situation ; and the contradictory statements which selfish

motives will present to him, require his utmost prudence and

caution to sift. In general, he ought to be in no hurry. If

he c.in afford to board with a respectable family for some
months, I am confident that his time and money will be

well repaid, by the knowledge R-'d experience which may be

thus acquired. Besides the parts, of the country I have

touched upon, there are many others at least equally suitable.

The Sandwich, Amherst, and Maiden districts are very de-

sirable, and being far west, few comparatively thiidc of vi-

siting them. The climate is equal to any part of the pro-

vince. There is a daily line of steamers from Buffalo to

Detroit River, on which they lie ; and a steamer this season

is to run from Chippeway to Sandwich. The style of fprm-

ing is bad, the settlen. being mostly descended from French

Canadians, and retaining all their unprofitable habits. The
])rice asked for uncleared land is about 15s. or 20s. per

acre ; and some of the old farms may be had reasonable

enough.
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The legal interest for money in the province is six per

cent. ; but matters are generally transacted at eight, and,

within the knowledge of the writer, at ten per cent.

The emigrant, on his arrival in York, Upper Canada, or

other parts of the province, can make choice of his location

wherever there are crown lands, or clergy reserves, for dis-

posal. The conditions of the sales for crown lands are as

follows :—One-fourth of the purchase-money to be paid

down, and the remainder at three annual instalments, with

interest at six per cent, on each instalment, payable with the

instalment : and for clergy reserves, ten per cent., to be paid

at the time of sale, and the remainder in nine annual instal-

ments of ten per cent, each, with interest on each instalment,

to be paid with the instalment.

The writer, feeling most anxious to put all on their guard

who proceed to Canada for the purpose of taking land, trusts

they will be careful in avoiding the many low adventurers

who will throw themselves in then* way, in order to deceive

them, it being their general practice, with regard to stran-

gers, to endeavour to take advantage, as they are for the

most part engaged in the trailic of lands ; so that the emi-

grant may be induced to travel about the country from place

to place, and spend more money than would pay the whole

purchase of a farm. But let every emigrant repair to the

government offices in York, where he will receive the most

polite attention, and every information he requires. The
writer is most happy in thus having it in his power to lay be-

fore the public, from his own personal experience, the anxiety

and unremitting attention on the part of his excellency, Si?

John Colborne, lieutenant-governor of the province, in for-

warding the views of every new settler, not only with his

most kind advice, but also in going round with the stranger

to the different public offices, in order to the attainment of

their wishes ; also every individual employed in and about

the government offices. Lands can also ho obtained from the

Canada Company, at their office in York, or of their agents

throughout the country ; and abundance of cleared and partly

cleared land is always attainable. The first crop from newly

cleared land pays the expense of clearing and tencing. All

lands are rising annually in value."
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Choosing a Location, and the Titles to Property.

FROM THE EMIGRANT'S FRIEND.

The followinpf considerations are otfered merely to facilitate

you in observing and enquiring for yourself. In choosing a

property, location is generally the first thing looked to. Ist,

Its vicinity to a good market town, or a principal road or

canal, on both of which latter there are generally stores where
you can dispose of your produce. 2d, The state of the bye-

roads in its vicinity. Proprietors are assessed, to work upon
these a certain number of days every year, proportioned to

the value of their property, and the better these are, or the

uiorc of them completed, (for according to the district plans

they are generally very numerous, although only one at a
time is opened) the less are proprietors assessed, and the

more valuable are their properties. I was amused, although

sorrowfully so, some years ago, by a letter which was shewn
to me, from an emigrant to his friend here. He had been

lured into the Canadian woods, by having land given to.him
for nothing. Along with his family, he had gone through

six years of privations and hardships which no earthly reward

would induce them to go through again. One year they

were well nigh starved, owing to the deers having ate up the

little crop of grain which they had sown in their partially

cleared field, and to the bears paying a similar compliment

to their Indian corn ; for except during three months in the

winter, they were cut off from all intercourse with their

kind ; a swamp " like the Greenock harbour at low water,"

lying between them and the nearest settlement. Yet he

thanked God that their difficulties were fewer now, for they

were getting used to the fever and ague, and expected soon

to have a wooden causeway completed through the swamp
;

and they were also able (after six years of toil) to get enough

of produce off their farm to feed themselves, and to procure

a few of the luxuries (knives and forks and spoons, I sup-

pose) which they had been used to in Britain. Mind they

were very poor people whilst here ; from this you will per-

ceive the importance of the word luxuries. The roads, how-

ever, he considered a great hardship : his son and he had to

work two or three weeks in the year upon them ; and he saw
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no end to this, for though the canseway through the swanin

was nearly ready for going upon, '* yet there were twelve

roads in the township, and all these roads to be made." Here
then is the price, or rather rent, paid hy this poor man foi

his property—six weeks labour annually, which, considering

that he kept himself, was equal to £8 or 52 dollars. Tiip

generous hestower for nothing, be it observed, having his ad

jacent lands increased in value, to the amount of the roads

made through them, independent of the advantage of having

a neighbourhood commenced in them ; and having probably

purchased them himself at the rate of one or two shillings

for each acre. 3d, The state and vicinity of schools to tlie

intended purchase ; as also of places of worship. The ex-

pense of schools in the United States is defrayed in part by

an allowance from government.

Look tvell to the rights of a property before paying away
your money for it. These are of three kinds :— 1st, Those
which you may get from the government, which will only be

in the case of your being the first purchase!-. You only re-

quire to see that these be accurately drawn out. The lots

are marked by tlie public surveyors, by. blazoning some prin-

cipal tree, near, or at the corners of it ; seek these out be-

fore you take possession, and then get your purchase inserted

in the Register office, which I will speak of presently. 2d,

Those which you may get in the shape of a Sherift"8 waiTant.

Farms are very often sold by Sheriff-sale, to pay the debts

held upon them by individuals, but more frequently for debts

of the government, which sells at a very long credit ; and,

by the way, you may sometimes get excellent bargains at

these sales. A Sheriff's warrant is just anotlier form for a

government right ; so you have nothing to do but to re'nster

from it. 3d, Those which you may get from public com-
panies, or from individuals. Public companies are generally

able to make good their engagements ; but they sometimes
undergo such changes that you are apt to lose recourse upon
them ; and with individuals you are very much exposed, as

properties in America are so easily transferred from one

to another. It is the rights of those from whom you are

about to purchase, that you are to scrutinize. They may
never have bad just titles ; or they may have sold secretly, or

have mortgaged their land for loans, or some unadjusted line
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oi division may mar the quietness of their possession. Take
tlie number of the lot, and the name of the township ; which

aro the marks affixed by the ;;overnment, when they divided

the county into townships and lots ; and remer ber that your

])ro])osed purchase may be only a subdivision of that lot ; and

go to the Register Office, of which there is one in every

county ; and on giving your marks, and paying a small trifle,

a list of all the valid rights relating to the property, will be

opened up before you ; as any titles not registered, are not

held binding by the law. When you complete your pur-

chase, get the transaction registered.

The following Extract ofa Letter, from a Clergyman, ap-

peared in the Aberdeen Journal in November 1831.

The immediate neighbourhood of Montreal affords a very

advantageous field for a farmer, but land is proportionally

dear, and it would require a considerable capital to purchase

(I farm. In the more remote parts of the Lower Province,

where a commencement might be made with much less

money, there are several circumstances unfavourable and dis-

agreeable to a settler from home. In most situations he

would find himself surrounded by foreigners, and out of the

reach of schools and the ordinances of religion. Besides, the

climate is very severe, the winter usually lasting for seven

months, during which the ground is constantly covered with

(ieep snow, and a most intense degree of cold prevails. In

Upper Canada, especially in this part of it, there is quite a

different state of things. I have now been here for more
than a year and a half, and have had sufficient opportunity

of obtaining information regarding the country. Upper Ca-
nada is a wide word, the province so called, extending much
more than 1,000 miles in length along the shores of the rivers

and lakes whicli bound it on the south, or rather the south

east, and divide it from the United States. Now, you will

easily see that in such an extensive country there must be a

great diversity of soil and climate. Where it meets the

Lower Province, the length of the winter and the degree of
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cold are great, but both these gradually decrease as yon pro-

ceed. If I may judge from the experience of a year and a

half, this cannot be called an unhealthy country. Ague and

fever are the most common diseases, as in all new countries,

but I have no doubt, that by avoiding the night air, and by

other precautions, the risk of sickness would be much lessen-

ed. Strangers are said to be more liable to these distempers

ihaTi natives of the country. I know, however, several in-

dividuals from home, (Scotland) who have not, in the course

of a dozen of years, been attacked by them. Ague indeed

is thought nothing of, being rather troublesome than dan-

gerous. As to the soil in these parts, it is generally of the

richest kind, varying from a stroner clay, well adapted for

raising wheat, to a rich black mould, and a fine sandy loam.

It is covered with wood, of almost all kinds excepting pine,

of which there is none in this neighbourhood. There is

abundance of oak, ash, maple, beech, hickery, walnut, ches-

nut, &c. These sorts of trees are those found on the first

soils, and they grow to a great size here. You will, how-

ever, form a better idea of both soil and climate from a know-
ledge of the crops produced. Those most extensively raised

are wheat, Indian corn, oats, and barley. Much attention

is also paid to the cultivation of tobacco, for which the soil

and climate here are excellently adapted. Great crops of

hay are procured, as also of potatoes ; but no turnips are

ever sown in the field, for no eood reason that I can learn.

It may also give you some more light on the subject to men-

tion, that an English acre is usually sown with a bushel, or

a bushel and a peck (Winchester measure) of wheat, and

gives a return of from 30 to 40 for one. Two bushels of

oats are generally sown on an acre ; but I cannot tell you the

prense return, but I believe it to be higher than in the case

of wheat. All sorts of fruit trees grow in great perfection

—peaches, plums, pears, and apples. Every farmer of any

standing makes a point of having a large orchard of ap})l<'

trees—and cider is made m great quantities. As to the prices

of farm produce in Canada, they vary considerably, accord-

ing to the distance from market. An average crop of Indian

corn per acre is 40 bushels. About 800 lbs. of tobacco

may, at least, be looked for from an acre, and it sells for

258. per 100 lbs. You must not think that a farmer here

''•Miiip^ni*'



fan make a fortune, or live without labour ; these tliing.s

are not to be expected. But he will have hardly any taxes

to pay, and no rent at all. All his labour will be for his own
profit ; every year will render his situation more comfortable

and independent, and if he have a family, he has the pleas-

ing prospect of being able to provide for them. In short,

in my opinion, it is an excellent country for a poor man, and

still better for one who has a little means.

From a Cabinetmaker who left Aberdeen last Summer, to

his Father, dated Montreal^ 20/A December, 1833.

Dear Father,—Every thing I could think of in Scotland

seemed to turn against me, but here it is not the case. 1

cannot tell what may be alloted me in future, but, in the

meantime, I have very flattering prospects, and may reason-

ably hope for all that is necessary for a pilgrim, till it shall

please God to remove me from this earthly scene.

I beg that you, my Mother, and other friends may have

no anxiety concerning us— it is true we have not all we could

wish for, but we are much better off than I expected. To-

day my wife has bought 16 lb. of middling beef for 2s. and

WQ can buy an ox's head at from Gd. to lOd. ; we have just

got in a half bushel of peas, for soup, at 2s. 3d. ; also a

liavrol of flour, containing 19G lbs., for 288. 9d., and we have

the old meal-cask nearly full of good oatmeal, so we may
have porridge and bread for a long time. My wife bakes ex-

cellent loaves, so that if you were here, you would not re-

quire to hurt your gums with hard cakes. I have already

saved a few pounds from my wages, which are at 3s. 4d. a

day, since the short day came in. We have had frost and

Know for some tinie, but the weather is excellent yet—but I

am told that January and February are severe months—the

river is not yet frozen.

I have been very fortunate in getting 'nto the employment

of the best master in town—in the shop we feel quite com-

f<)rtable, as we have a stove 3 feet by 2 and 2^ feet high, al-

ways kept blazing—every dwelling house is furnished with a

stove.
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A. B. has just returned from the Upper Province, and

says that several huiUlinfj^s are lyiiip; unfinished for want of

workmen, and masons' wages (is. 3d. per day, summer and

winter, and that it is by far the best place in every respect,

so I intend going up as soon as I can.

Now, as to your con)ing out, we would be glad to hav(^

you with us, and I do think you should come—believe me,

I wish all my friends in this country. Tell C. D. that I think

he should come out if he can get the means—were I in his

place, with the knowledge I now have of this country, I

would not hesitate a moment. Mason's wages here in sum-

mer are 5s. per day, and stone cutters, that is, men who work

the pick, mallet, and chisscl, can work almost the whole of

the winter ; he would not, I think, be at any loss for work.

If be comes, it should be in the spring, as it would r be

advisable for a mason, not possessed of money, to coujt hero

in the fall, as he might not get eujployment until the spring,

by coming out at that time he would be able to save as much
money in the summer as would keep him in winter, or carry

him up the country where work may be had the greater part

of the winter.

If you come, observe the following directions—get good

chaff for your beds ; half blankets are better than double ones,

and you would require a rough sheet, with plenty of small

cord for roping them and other parcels on leaving the ship.

When you arrive at Quebec do not loiter about, but keep

your mind bent on your object— the sooner you leave the

ship the better, but endeavour to select good company, and

go together by the first steamer—you will thus be able to

help each other. You will require to keep a strict watch on

your luggage—the proprietors of the steam vessels are not

accountable for luggage, it is therefore wholly at your own
risk. Let those who go on shore at Quebec carefully avoid

drinking ardent spirits.

I have given you my advice, but I trust you will think for

yourselves, and do what you consider best. I can only say

that what I have written I believe to be truth.

'^r<* IHll'HHIWllWllillM
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Extract of a Letter from New York, '2'dth July, 1833.

Let emigrants bring with them plenty of woollen clothing,

for tlieiiJHelves and families ; that article is very dear here.

The woollen clothes, if not made up, must he cut.* Cotton

goods are cheap. Emigrants should not bring out any lieavy

or standing furniture, this being au excellent land for beds

and mattresses
; yet we brought out some, which saved us

iulvancing cash. The expence of travelling by water lo the

Western country is exceedingly moderate.

OUTFIT.

From Magrath's authentic Letters from Upper Canada.

1 will suppose a young man to have the usual clothes, &c.

of a gentleman ; in addition to these, let him bring

—

A moleskin jacket, price - - - i
One doz. striped cotton shirts - - -

One doz. of thick, country-knit, worsted stockings

Four very warm night caps _ _ -

Four Guernsey shirts . - - -

Four pair flannel drawers _ - - _

Four blankets ------
Sailor's jacket, waistcoat and trowsers

Two pair of very strong shoes, high enough to

protect the ankle, _ - _ -

Four pillow rases - - _ - -

One curled hair mattress - - -

Six towels -.----
Canteen, with all necessary cooking apparatus

One of Butler's medicine chests, with his medi-

cine directory _ - - - -

One fur cap and gloves _ - - -

Four pair of thick Russia duck trowsers

One pocket compass _ - . . -

1
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Boots and hIiocs arc bad and dear in Canada, and tailors'

work is higher than in London ; but the leHS money that an

emigrant expends on any article whicli he tuny not want for

several months, the better for his purse and other comforts

here.

PASSAGE OUT-FROM THE SAME.

No single man should think of supplying his own provisions

for the voyage ; he caimot inspect tlie dressing of them

;

should he club with a family of strangers providing theirs, lie

will find, when about to land, a much greater diminution of

his stock than he had anticipated, and experience in the end

that he has been humbugged. What is called^ and consider-

ed a cheap passage, should be avoided by those who are not

greatly straightened in means, as it usually proves the dear-

est in the end. It is bad management to make one's self

miserable for the sake of a iew pounds, during perhaps a

long and boisterous voyage ; shut up, it may be, during six

or eight weeks, with all the inconveniences of breakfasthig,

dining, sleeping, and getting sick in the same wretched

apartment of a crazy merchant vessel.

My father had made a written contract with the Captain at

Liverpool, by which the latter was bound to land us at Mon-
treal, and also, to allow us the privilege of remaining on

board there, while arranging for our passage to York ; and

this prudent arrangement obviated the incurring any serious

expenses until our arrival at the last-mentioned place.

The Captains frequently land their passengers at Quebec,

although they have been paid for their passage to Montreal.

I am informed, however, tfiat an act exists, by which they

may be fined £'2Q, if convicted before a Magistrate, of com-

pelling passengers to land any where but at the place agreed

on.

The contract ought to be entered into in writing, to pre-

vent misunderstanding.

My father compelled our captain to defray the charges of

our passage to Montreal from Quebec, as he did not proceed

with his vessel farther thau that port.
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CLIMATE OF CANADA.

[As the great degree of cold of a Canadian winter is so

much more intense than what we are nccustomed to in Bri-

tain, this is held hy many to be a decisive objection to a per-

manent residence there. The opinions, therefore, of those

emigrants who have experienced it, and a knowledge of how
it is borne by them, is of consequence to be inquired into

most particularly. Besides the information on this point

wliich will be found occurring incidentally in the letters of

I'liiigrants as here given, the following extracts on the sub-

ji'ct we can have no doubt may bo depended on.]

i^tiliH
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FROM M'CiREGOR'S BRITISH AMERICA.

The temperature of the climate of Canada is much colder

at Quebec, and along the river St. Lawrence to the east-

ward, than at Montreal or Upper Canada. The duration of

winter is frequently two months longer. Severe frosts com-
mence in November, and ice seldom disappears until the last

week of April. In summer the heat is as intensely oppres-

sive us in the southern States ; but when the wind shifts to

the north, the temperature, particularly below Quebec,

cliunges sometimes from liiO° Fahr. to GO'* or under. The
average summer heat in the shade is about 82°

; it is some-

times 120^^. Snow falls in great quantities at one time, but

long periods of clear frosty weather intervene between snow
storms. The temperature of the region south and west of

the bend of the Ottawa at Bytown, lying between Lakes
Ontario, Huron, and Erie, are milder in winter, but in some
parts less salubrious in summer. Fogs are unknown. A
light mist, occasioned by the condensation at night and eva-

poration in the morning, appears occasionally about sunrise,

but soon dissipates.

Canada is eminently blessed with a remarkably clear at-

mosphere. The sky at Montreal, both in summer and win-

ter, is beautifully bright. I have often heard it compared

to that of the Mediterranean, llains in summer and autumn

are far from being frequent, but they fall in great quantities

at one time. Waterspouts are sometimes formed on the great
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lakes. Thunder storms, althougii of short duration, are re-

markably violent, particularly at and near Quebec. Squalls

of wind are frequent on the lakes and rivers, in the vicinity

of h'gh lands. Strong gales of wind occur in Canada about

the 20th of October. They sometimes, particularly on the

greet lakes, resemble perfect hurricanes.

In summer, Fahrenheit ranges from 72*^ to IOC, while

it blows in the prevailing directions from south to west ; but

on shifting to the north, the mercury soon after sinks to 50^,

and sometimes lowc. The climate is remarkably dry.

In winter a day scarcely occurs, except it rains, and that

seldom, in v, hich people do not work in the woods. A very

mild winter is always considered a disadvantage in Upper

Canada.

The climat3 is milder in summer, and its severity of much

>shorter duration in winter, than that of Lower Canada, whici)

is also considered, in some respects, less salubrious.

The climate, however, generally speaking, is healthy ; and

the exceptions are, like the fens of Lincolnshire, in England,

low wet tracts, and stiU water, in which vegetable sub-

stances in progress of decomposition are deposited. These are

found in low lands and marshes, where agues and lake fevois

are common in summer and autumn. As the country is

opened, and these ])laces drained, periodical diseases will

likely disappear, as they seldom prevail on the flrij lands.

The author of a very useful little book, lately ])ubiislie(l,

who has long resided in Upper Canada, says, " the noto-

riously unhealthy parts chiefly uccnr between the llideaii

Lake and Lake Ontario; between the Bay of Qiiiiite and

the lake, and at some marshy tracts at each end of Lal<(!

Erie."

Fevers and agues are also prevalent around Lake St. Clair.

Occasionally, like the influenza this year in I^igland, and

other epidemics, aguish fevers break out generally in the

province. In the remarkably hot summer of 1 828, the lakes

appeared, like fresh water kept long on shipboard, in a state

of putrefaction ; and in course of the disengagement which

restores their usual limpi(» purity, threw up a noxious slime-

Fever and ague, in almost every part of Upper Canada, fol-

lowed.

Intemperance and careless exposure of the person wliile in

*\. H
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a state of perspiration, or in, and after over-exertion, cer-

tainly dispose the constitution to agues. This was manifest
among the workmen along the liideau Canal. Drinking cold
water, when the weather is very hot, is also dangerous. A
little brandy or other spirit should be moderately mixed with
water, when taken on being thirsty.

Quinine is the general specific. A little sulphur, mixed
with a glass of spirits, wholesome diet, proper attention to

clothing and cleanliness, will also effect a cure.

.(i
:

Ojji/uon of the Climate, hy Mr, Fergusson.

The salubrity or unwholesome nature of a climate is a

matter of high importance to the inhabitants, and still more
so to those who encounter it as strangers. Upper Canada
may safely be pronounced a healthy climate. It is certainly

subjected to greater extremes of heat and of cold than the

maritime country of Britain, but, with ordinary attention, an

equal portion of health and of longevity may be enjoyed in

Canada as in any part of the globe. Winter in the Lower
Province is always longer, and frequently more severe, than

in the ITpper, and in this consists any difference between
lliem. Hut have we not heard .of fever and ague in every

part of them both ? True—aguish attacks prevail here nnd
ill the States, even as they have done in our own boasted

Climate, within the recollection of thousajids still alive. In

;i new country, while it is yet in a raw state, such things

must for a time be expected ; but even the poor and hai'd

ivorkc 1 emigrant has too often his own folly and imprudence

to tliaiik for his sufferings. Reckless and foolhardy, he ex-

jioses his person to noxious vapours from the swampy bor-

ders of a lake, or to some sudden chill, when predisposed

to fever from fatigue, or i!\ a state of profuse perspiration.

Others, again, fall victims to intemperance, and the blame

rests, most unjustly, with the climate. There are two, or

perhaps three, table-lands in Canada, which increase in salu-

l)rity as you rise above the level of the lakes, and, of course,

these are points to be kept in view when choosing a location.

1 liat a certain degree of miasma exists is nevertheless cer-
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tain, because even infants carefully attended to, are occasion-

ally subject to aguish attacks ; but, in general, a reasonable

attention to sobriety, cleanliness, and personal comfort, all

prove preventives, and the disease is generally admitted to be

on the decrease. In some seasons it breaks forth wholesale,

like epidemics in other parts of the world. Three years ago

this occurred in the Upper Province. The season had been

extremely hot and moist. The waters of Ontario, generally

clear as crystal, cast up a slime in the month of July ; and

towards autumn, fever and ague raged throughout the land.

Quinine is, of course, known to be a sovereign specific ; and

for more ordinary practice, a tea-spoonful of sulphur in a

wine-glass of brandy or other spirit, taken two or three times

a-day, accompanied by cathartics and moderate nourishing

diet, with suitable clothing, generally effect a cure.

CLIMATE OF CANADA.

From Strachan's Visit to the Province of Upper Canada.

The winters of Canada have long been an object of terror to

Englishmen ; and yet a Quebec wintc. cold as it is, will

be found much more agreeable than an English one ; and

fewer, in proportion, suffer from its severity. The people

of Canada are more careful to protect themselves from cold :

they do not expose themselves to the external air, withoui

being warmly clothed ; and they are particularly attentive to

the keeping of the head, hands, and feet warm. These pre

cautions the Indians likewise take, and never seem to be af-

fected by the coldest winter.

In winter the air is very dry, and entirely deprived of Its

moisture by congelation ; and, from this dryness, it has less

effect on the human body than moist air, many degrees

warmer.

The climate of Upper is mihler than that of l^ower Ca-

nada, the change being very perceptible as you proceed up

the river St. Lawrence, At Kingston, the season is ten or

twelve days earlier than at Montreal ; and at Niagara ihey

are as much earlier than at Kingston. Indeed the difference

oi the seasons at Niagara and York^ though distant only

thirty mllea, is very considerable.

!j
'
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CLIMATE.

From Doyle s Hints.

The summer in Upper Canada is hotter than ours, but brisk

and pleasant from refreshing breezes ; the winter sharp but

dry, bracing, and invigorating, and on the whole you would
suppose it much more agreeable than our winter, in which
we have so much cold dampness, which is more unpleasant

and trying to the constitution than a greater degree of cold

prevailing in a dry frosty air. From the end of August to

November the weather is delicious ; October is there the

jnost delightful month in the year, after which commences
what is termed the Indian summer, of most agreeable tem-
perature.

There are, however, in thft other months sudden and de-
cisive changes from heat to cold, and thunder showers in

(spring are not unfrequent ; bu^ a defective corn crop, from

deficiency of heat, or the prevdtnce of raii.^ is never heard

of. In winter the cold is scarcely ever such as to prevent

out of door labour.— tiain seldom falls in that season, and
as there are not then tlu. variations l>£ weather experienced

in I^nfTJnrid, colds, and the other disorders which arise from

those changes, and especially from wetness, do not prevail

(here. A clear frosty air rind bright sun continue during the

winter, which sets in }»hour ('hristn)as.

Spring, (or rather summer, for the one treads quickly upon

tilt heels of the other j> puts forth her freshness and her beauty

often at an early part of April, yet sometimes exhibits a frosty

tint even in May, or for an occasional night in the opening

of June jiist as with us in these temperate regions—but,

on the whole, the climate of Upper Canada is much less

variable than ours, and has fewer unpleasant days in those

seasonsj when bad weather is peculiarly unwelcome and un-

guarded against.

The farther you go westward the better the climate be-

comes. Jn the neighbourhood of Lake Ontario the winter

is quite mild, for that Great Lake, from its extreme depth,

never fre<^zes, and in sunimer the air is cooled by the re-

'Veshing breezes which blow over its surface ; from the same '

'lauses a similar mildness of the seasons takes place in the

5'icinity of the other great lakes.

V i:
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Qlt may be useful for tlie Emigrant to compare tlie fore-

going accounts of the weather in Upper Canada with the fol-

lowing, given by Mr. Head, as the vicissitudes experienced

at Halifax in Nova Scotia.]

January may be called the coldest month ; the average

temperature being from 10^ to 14°. It drops sometimes 10

or 15° below zero, and remains so for three or four day^

together.

Fehrnary usually commences with extreme cold, the tem-

perature seldom ranging above 12°. Snow-storms are violent

and frequent. The sun, however, before the end of the

month, shews gradually his increasing power, and icicles are

seen hanging from the roofs of houses in sheltered situations.

In March, clouds of hail and sleet sweep along the streets

witli a force hard to be withstood by man or beast. Cold

must be endured in all its variety. On one day the ground

presents to the eye a surface of deep fresli snow, to wade

througli which nothing but sheer necessity would drive a man

abroad. Before night perhaps a fog sets in, with a rapid

thaw. Heavy rain succeeds, and torrents of water and

melted snow rush down the steep streets towards the sea

The comj)act mass or cake of ice with which the whole sur.

face of the ground in the town is covered now begins to

make its appearance, and walking becomes even more dis-

agreeal»le and dangerous than ever. This mnss of ice is full

two feet thick, and it cracks into fissures, which form, as it

were, the beds of little rivers, which discharge the melted

snow into the sea.

In April \\\ii weather is severe and variable. Large quan-

tities of snow fall during the month, but ihe heat of the sun,

in the middle of the day, is too great to allow it to lie long

^m the ground. Hardly two days are alike. Sometimes the

wnow is deep and fresh, at others soft and sloj.^/y ; and again

covered with a < rackling coat of ice. Then the north-west

;vind rages, and calls forth the powers of the young and ac-

ti»«» to make way against its force.

in the month of May, the weather has but little improved.

The xnow falls heavily at intervals, and, melted by the in-
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cTcased power of the sun, mixes witli mud till the] streets

are like a bog, and would be considered in any other part of

the world impassable. The variations of temperature are ex-

cessive. Keen frosty winds and a warm sun acting together

try the weaker constitutions. Nevertheless, rheumatic people

do not complain. Those subject to pulmonary attacks suffer

considerably.

In the month of June the sim begins to be really power-

ful, and in the early part is now and then as hot as at any

time of the year. Yet, the summer has not arrived, ami the

trees are only begirming to shew the first tinge of green.

Floating islands of ice, which infest the coast at this season

of the year, influence the climate most considerably. Till

these gradually recede, and, becoming porous, sink to the

water's edge, the weather is never settled and warm. For,

in the hottest day, whenever the wind happens to blow from

the sea, it drives before it a dense chilling fog, like a mov-
ing pillar, over the town. There, while it rests, the change

of atmosphere is violent in the extreme. The vpry eyes feel

wet and cold ! And the sea-breeze, which in England in-

vites the invalid to the coast to inhale its freshness, drives

the Nova Scotian within the walls of his house. 1"his evil,

however, is of short continuance, for the ice-islands, on whose
gelid surfaces these damp fogs have been engendered, melt

by degrees, and, dispersing themselves over the ocean, cease

for the remainder of the year to interfere with the sun's

dominion.

Juh/ and August are the hottest of all, the sun being

usually powerful and oppressive. The uniform heat is grenter

than ours, although a single day in England is now and then

nearly as hot as any of theirs.

In Septeinhti; the evi 'ings become cold, with frosts, in-

creasing in severity to the end of the month.

In Ortuhcr, the temperature falls perhaps to 25° of I'ahr.

with rough gales frou) the north-west, sweeping the frozen

continent, and answering to our easterly winds. The wea-

ther, however, is variable, some days still being very warm.

In November, a succession of Inight sunshiny days gene-

rally prevails, and that month is to the Nova Scotian the best

in all the year. The fresh frosty air and bright sim have

acquired that season the api)ellation of the Indian summer.
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Tlie variation of temperature towards the end of the month

is very great ; sometimes as much as 40° in the twenty-four

liours. Some days are close and foggy ; others clear and in-

tensely cold.

In December, the snow before the middle of the month

begins to lie on the ground, the average temperature being

about 20°.

i
*

J I

if 'i:^

Extract from a Letter, written at Zorra, in Upper

Canada, dated 3d July^ 1832.

The passage from Montreal to Prescot, if the weather be;

]»a(l, is very disagreeable. We had one bad night during

which many of us had to be in the open boat ; with sharp

looking out we got into the fore-peak, a convenience which

a Durham boat has over Hatteaux. As we had our passage

from the Canada ('ompains we were allowed 1 cwt. of lug-

gage each, and ] cwt. for the children ; for «ivery cwt. more

we paid 3s. 6d. to Prescot; from thence to Hamilton, lOd.

Our passage tickets from Quebec to Hamilton were 78- 3(1.

each. When we arrived at Prescot, the steam-boat was full,

but we found a schooner going to Hamilton, and having a

fair wind, we embraced the opportunity. On arriving at

Hamilton, with difficulty we obtained lodgings for one montli,

for which we paid 17s. (>d- for INlis. and four childri'ii,

while we ourstflvis sot out to survey the country. We intended

to see Dumfries, but we met a person who took us on t(!

Ztnra, where there were several lots of good land for sale,

some of which would havo pleased us very well, and might

be bought at from 5s. to 12s. per acre. We purchased lOO

acres, for which v/e paid £l 12 currency. It is n. Joi of ex-

cellent land, but has been badly managed. Tliere were 30

acres clear, and 20 under crop. The trees are generally

large, but not very close— I shonld think about 14 feet dis-

tant at an average ; principally hard wood and maple, from

Avhich we can make sugar. The person we purchased fron»

made 10 cwt. this spring, at the expense ef 3.5 or 40 cents per

cwt. All kinds of wild fruits are to be found in the wood

—

graj)es, gooseberries, geans, &c- The weather at \)resent is



79

vpiy hot, but I can endure it. It makes me sweat to excess ;

although warmer, I think the atmosphere is more light and
animating than in Scotland. The ague prevails to a con-

isidcrable degree, but it is thought nothing of, being some-

thing like the toothache, no one was ever known to die of it.

Since we came here, we have had good health. I hope

this fall to sow 4 or 5 acres of wheat, which, with the In-

dian corn and vegetables, will be more than we shall need.

The advantages of Zona are, good and cheap land, well

watered, and a healthy climate. To you or any other person

sailing from Aberdeen, I would say do not come in a crowd-

ed ship. I would not be anxious to sail until April, as the

gulf is often impassable till the middle of May. Get s(ro7ii;-

chests made, to keep out rain, and that will stand all kinds of

abuse, all secured by locks. Bring plenty of oatmeal, but-

ter, cheese, carrots, turnips, and onions, beef-ham, and dried

fish. But, above all, be sure to bring, for each person, three

or four dozen of porter or beer, well packed up. I can as-

sure you, you fill find either preferable to spirits, on a sea

voyage. If you bring goods instead of money, you need

not expect to be paid in cash, and to make a profit ; but for

grain and cattle, sheep and hogs, I could sell such articles

as fine cloth coats, trowsers, blue, black, drill, tartan, or

cheque, &c. &c. ; braces, watches, and strong augers, line

cotton shirts, long drawers and short stockings ; women's ap-

])arel, calico, prints, shawls, silk and cotton ; school books.

Farm-servant girls would be sure to meet with encourage-

ment—wages about jEl pc^r month. I am determined not to

Hatter, but must say that I am of opinion this is the best

countryfor any person to live in, who wishes to live quietly-

? !

'
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THE WATER OF THE ST. LAAVRENCE.

Emigrants, after confinement on shipboard for five or six

weeks, living on salted provisions, and latterly, with bad

water, are naturally ea^er to take .advantage again of the firet

fresh water which they liave an opportunity of drinking.

That of the St. Lawrence is therefore often taken in copious

draughts by the thirsty voyager, but this ought to be very

i i I
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make the canying of it from the river a trade by which they
live. How thankful ought others to be who are supplied
with such a precious and necessary fluid for nothing I On
land, we generally think little of the blessing of good
water, but at sea, when glad to get a measured allowance of
a muddy fluid which retains but slight title to be ca\\ei\fresh
water, and perhaps endcivouring, by way of refinement, to
keep the teeth close to act as strainers in order to exclude
the little swimmers, if possible, we then are taught the
value of the springs and rivers which we once drank of with-
out thanks to Him who causes them to flow. In like man-
ner, the sailor long at sea, when knocking the weevils out of

every bit of mouldy biscuit which he eats, envies the lands-

man his hot rolls and buttered toast, (who considers these as

matters of courseJ and even what we on shore would call

rather stale bread.

I 1 ;;

Y
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Extract ofa Letterfrom a Flaxdresser, in Brooklyn, U. S.

to his Friend in Aberdeen, 4th July, 1833.

The difficulties you refer to, in which wo were placed, have
"*

now disap[)eared, and are nearly forgotten. We are, indeed,

comfortably settled in a good land. Our employers are

tjentlemen, in the noblest sense of the word. I and my
three eldest sons are paid in cash for our work, regularly,

every Saturday. We commence working always at sun-

rising, and in summer leave off about 2 or 3 o'clock, p.m.

Thus we have a third of the day to ourselves for amusement,

iVc. In this meridian (New York) we enjoy a great advan-

tage in winter over the people of Scotland—daylight being

two hours longer, we manage our work without the aid of

candlelight. Though the seasons are more intense, in heat

and cold, here than in Scotland, I do not feel any inconve-

nience from either extreme ; there is more sunshine than in

Scotland, which renders the atmosphere purer and lighter;

and, since I came hei*e, the cold or heat has not been above

two or three days at one time very intense.

Tradesmens' wages are from six to nine dollars—the me-

i>.
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dium may be about £1 lOs. sterling ^ week ; and I believe

the average of labourers' wages is 100 dollars ^ year, with

board and lodging. The farmers are wealthy and industrious,

and universally the employer and employed eat at the same
table, which would vie with the board of the Lord Provost

of Aberdeen. Every thing for a family can be purchased

here about a third or a fourth cheaper than in the Old
Country ; say the weekly expenditure of a family in Britain,

is £l 168. ; here they could enjoy the same necessaries for

£l 4s. As to getting employment, every one who desires

may have it at more or less wages ; and to the man who lives

by his own energies, the advantages are all on the side of

America. Respecting myself, my only regret is that I did

not come here sooner. In looking at the relative positions

of the two countries, I have the most happy feelings in find-

ing myself here ; and it only requires a continuance of thnt

justice which exalts a nation, to increase and perpetuate the

comforts and happiness of this great Empire.

Iw
Extract of a Letter^ dated 28th November, 1833, from the

same person, in answer to the following Queries.

•I *

JFirst.—" Flow do emigrants, from different countries,

amalgamate ?"

Answer.— I have worked at the same place with English,

Scotch, Irish, Dutch, and Americans, and though they gibe one

another occasionally, with respect to their several countries,

it is nothing but joke. In some parts of the country, emi-

grants from Scotland have attempted to settle by themselves.

This, in my opinion, does not answer. Emigrants ought to

associate freely with the people among whom they settle ; re-

tain all the good they bring along with themselves ; and adopt

all that is good in their new acquaintances.

Second.—" W hat nations do the Americans most esteem ?"

Answer.—None more highly than the Scotch.

Third.—" How do the Americans receive emigrants

—

with an evil eye, or with kindness ?"

Answer.—The sensible Americans look with no evil eye
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on emigrants ; I can scarcely say tliey look on them with
kindness ; but the reason is, so many worthless characters

come out, especially from Ireland ; yet if the emigrant sliews

himself quiet and industrious, they bid him welcome.

Fourth— *' Do you intend to turn farmer, and where
would you like to settle ?"

Answer.— I have not made up my mind yet as to what
place I would incline to settle in. Were I to turn farmer, 1

would go West,—perhaps to Illinois ; but I feel, at present,

no wish nor necessity to change my present mode of life.

When you come to this great and good country, I will

tell you what I think of going to fell trees of six feet dia-

meter, especially without a bag of sovereigns or dollars.*

As to emigration in general, those persons who do best at

home, do best here. As for all sober, persevering, and in-

dustrious people—men and women, send them hither. There
is no danger of overstocking this great country. We have

little more than twelve millions of inhabitants ; and before it

be as thickly peopled as England we shall have 145 millions.

%. h

Oj). ial Report in 1833, egarding Canada

Mr. Buchanan's official report tt» Government, and xXw. do-

cuments by which it is accompanied, are extreujely interest-

ing and valuable on account of the authentic information they

supply respecting the rate of wages in Canada, and other

particulars intimately affecting the prospi'cts of th* settlers.

In Upper Canada, particularly, the labourers who w nt out

last year are stated to have received, from all classes, a

hearty welcome. All the information, Mr. Buchanan says,

that he has received from the several districts to which they

principally proceeded, speaks loudly in favour of their pros-

perous condition. He adds, " The deiiiatiii for all classes of

working people has never been exceede«' h\ Uie Canadas, par-

ticularly since the abatement of the cholt.r,:i, and I can assure

* It may be noted here, that this writer can know noihing on the sub-
ject from experience, and so his thoughts or anticipations may not be
very correct as to the reality.—£0.
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your Lordship* that during my late tour through the districts

and settlements in Upper Canada, I did not meet an indus-

trious emigrant who could not nieet with employment ; the

number of that class arrived this year is not adequate to

supply the demand created by the more wealthy emigrants.

This was particularly felt in the western and London districts

of the upper province ; where the want of labourers was so

great, that it was found necessary to encourage a number to

come over from Ohio and Pennsylvania." The settlement of

almost every portion of Upper Canada, indeed, is stated to

be going on with great rapidity ; villages rising, and build-

ings extending, in all directions. Tt is the simultaneous in-

flux of labour and capital that is thus turning the wilderness

into the home of civilization and busy industry. Either alone

would be equally inefficient to produce the change.

It appears that the number of the emigrants who arrived

in Canada from all parts (except the United States) in the

course of the last year, was 51,746. The arrivals take place

during the seven months from about the beginning of May
to the end of November, being the season during which the

navigation of the St. Lawrence is open ; but they are very

few in number after the middle of October. Last year, in

the week ending the 19th of May, there were 6,072 arrivals,

and in that ending the 9th of June there were 10,599. Of

the whole number, 46,246, or more than eight-ninths, had

taken place by the 11th of August, or in the first fourteen

of the twenty-eight weeks of which the season consists.

The advantage to the emigrant of arriving in thd country

with a considerable part of the summer before him, instead

of at the commencement of the inclement winter of that cli-

mate, is sufficiently obvious. Mr. Buchanan remarks, in

one of the weekly notices appended to his general report,

that the' emigrants who come out even so late as towards the

end of July and August, generally belong to a poorer class

than those who make their appearance earlier. All who
have sufficient command of resources to enable them to make
the voyage when they please, instead of being obliged to

wait till they can, will of couree time their movements so as

to secure the greatest advantages.

In Quebec, Mr. Buchanan states, at no time throughout

the year, was the slightest inconvenience felt from the i:^-
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crease of numbers, or the accumulation of emigrant labour-

ers and artificers ; but, on the contrary, a very general diffi-

culty was experienced by master tradesmen and contractors,

in getting hands to carry on their work, at an advanced rate

of wages. He mentions several buildings, the progress of

which was interrupted by the want of artificers and other la-

bourers. Another fact which is noticed is very gratifying.

" A very considerable number of labourers, servants, and
mechanics," says Mr. Buchanan, " found profitable employ-

ment in Quebec and Montreal, and the accumulation of

wealth by them, in general, is a certain proof that their in-

dustry has met a fair reward ; and I have latterly witnessed

a very great disposition among the working emigrants, of last

and the preceding seasons, to find opportunities to get trans-

mitted their little earnings to the United Kingdom, to aid

their friends coming out to join them." There cannot be de-

sired any better proof than this of the improved circum-

stances in which these persons find themselves in their new
country. Comparing their previous with their present con-

dition, they are so completely convinced of the superiority of

the latter, that they not only wish their friends to join them,

but are even willing to advance the funds necessary to enable

them to make the adventure. It is a proof that the earnings

of the settlers are more than sufficient for their suppoi-t, that

they are able to spare a portion of them for this purpose.

Extracted from the " Companion to the Newspaper" for
October, 1833.

Comparison between Cleared Land and the Bush.

....... FROM MAGRATH'S LETTERS.

The comparison should extend to circumstances as well

as to cost. *

Those of the Bush which are favourable, are these

—

Cheaper land—a choice of district—a clear title—and the

power of forming a neighbourhood of select friends.

Those of the cleared land which are favourable, are

these

—

The immediate accommodation of house and offices.

The prepared state of the cleared portion for the reception

of different crops. • ^>
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The presumed facility of intercourse with mill and market,

with readier access to the physician, and place of worship.

The unfavourable circumstances of the Bush are these

—

Difficulty of access—the various privations to be encoun-

tered in the solitude of the wilderness—the possible want of

society—the absolute want of roads—the great difficulty of

intercourse with mill, market, physician, or clergyman.

The unfavourable circumstances of the cleared land are

these

—

A dangerous title—liability to the debts of a predecessor

—an undesirable neighbourhood, fully settled, to the exclu-

sion of relatives and friends. ^ -
;

Extract of a Letter, from a Settler at Montreal, to a

Gentleman in Aberdeen, dated 10th January, 1834.

I feel it a difficult task to explain the state of the country to

you according to my promise. At home you have but one

opinion as to the excellence of the Ca; adas, but on the spot

you will find many who grumble excessively, and others who
praise highly. I never will advise any one to emigiate, but

if they find they can't live at home, of course they must go

where they can live—those who are pretty well at home
must judge themselves whether they may be better here—but

those who have nothing at home must determine for some of

the Colonies, and the Canadas, in ray opinion, offer advan-

tages preferable to any of the rest. For one reason, the dis-

tance is scarcely any object, for, by the time one is here a

month, distance becomes a very relative idea. A tradesman

for instance, falls out of employment in Quebec, he comes to

Montreal, 180 miles, for 7s. 6d. and has a great chance of

employment there—when there, he hears of stirring times in

York, end gets there (upwards of 400 miles) for perhaps £3
or less, certainly not more, and never thinks that he has

gone but from one door to another—at home, if one goes even

to Glasgow seeking employment, he thinks the distance so

great that he almost resigns the idea of ever returning ; but

here, going a couple of hundred miles is like taking break-

fast and walking a mile or two to dinner. Every thing to
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the emigrant is strange at first, and he makes silly compa-
risons between home and Canada, in every thing he sees— I

call them silly, because they dispirit him. The emigrant

should throw all home-notions overboard on his passage

across the water, and prepare himself to learn, at every step

he takes, what he must sooner or latter do ; above all, to look

after his money, change none of his sovereigns but at some
respectable stores, and enquire at every one of them what
they will give for them, and go to that store which oflFers him
most ; if he requires any goods, he must make that an in-

ducement to raise the price—merchants will give more for

sovereigns than the regular buyers of gold who sell it again

to the merchants, at a profit of course. I have got 24s. 2d.

for a sovereign from a storekeeper, if I purchased something,

when, had I gone to a regular buyer of sovereigns, I would
not have got more than 2ds. 6d. or 23s. 9d. One will al-

ways get sterling changed into currency, with great readiness,

without making any purchase, but one wo'nt get a dollar bill

changed into small silver unless he makes a purchase—the

reason is, in the one case, the storekeeper will have a profit

on the sterling specie, but in the other, he has none without

a purchase. Nothing is done here for nothing, for you will

peiceive that you wo'nt get even a sixpence changed into cop-

pers, unless you buy something. The diflPerent silver coins

in the Canada are a great bother to strangers. There are

3d. pieces, 3^d. pieces, 5d., 6d., 7^d., lOd-, le., 1/^d., l/3d.,

l/8d., 2/6d., 2/9d., 3s., 5s., and 5/6d., all of silver, and

some of them pieces of Spain, some of France, and some of

the United States—no gold is to be seen in our currency.

The emigrant is open to all kinds of imposition, by every one

who thinks he can cheat him—he must make his bargain be-

fore- he gets any the smallest piece of work done, else he will

be imposed on— oifer a carter, (if he requires one,) but one-

half of what he may ask, and keep the rogue within eyesight,

else he may steal from the articles on his cart. If you chal-

lenge him on missing any thing, he will jabber French to

you, and sacre that he never saw the article. If you buy a

pound of tea, bargain as to the price, and notice that the

seller does not change from the quality, for he will give you

bad for good if you are not sharp. In the public markets

the farmers will ask 2/6d. for a bag of potatoes, (they are
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sold by bags containing about a busbel and a half) and wil!

take I/2d. I myself have priced a young turkey, and was
asked 2/6d. for it, I offered I/3d. and got it at last for J/8d.

This is only one instance, but every thing is after the same

fashion ; to-day you will get ^ lb. of tea for 8d., and to-

morrow, for the same tea, you may be asked lO^d. There

is no tacit regulation of prices, as there is at home, every

one sells his goods at what price he can get. Every thing

is bought and sold. I purchase the spirits and the water

that makes it into grog—at home the poor get water for no-

thing, but here the poor must carry it from the river them-

selves, or pay 2 coppers for 3 buckets full, or want. Many
of the Canadians live by selling water—in fact it is a trade,

they have a cart and large cask in it, out of which they

dispense to their customers, just as your sand cadgers do

sand. The more trades an emigrant has the better—it is

not disgraceful to change to any thing that you can make a

copper at, and if he takes a farm, he is able to do most

things himself. The best trade here is farming, there is al-

ways a ready market, and high prices, and land at a very mo'
derate price. Wages for tradesmen are fair ; house*carpenter6

from 4/6d. to 6s. ; blacksmiths, from 3s. to 7/6d. ; engineers,

58. to 7/6d. ; masons, 4/6d. to 6s. (no employment at their

own trade during winter unless they can cut stones as well

as build) shoemakers, 4/6d. to 5/6d. ; tailors, (when they get

employment) 7s. to 10s , if good workmen ; bakers not a good

business for jounieymen, but a handsome one for masters

;

millwrights, not a good trade, (there not being much work,)

but when in employment, 5s. to 7/6d. ; saddlers, not good

trade unless in business for themselves ; tinsmiths, do. ; la-

bourers, 2/6d. to 3/6d., all these per day ; farm servants, £lS
to £25 a year, and found ; good servant girls, 3 to 6 dollars

per month, cooks from 6 to 10 dollars per month ; sawyers

not a good trade, there are too many saw mills in this coun-

try, and what is done by the hand is by the whip-saw.

Marketing, beef 4 to 7 coppers, = 2d. to 3^d. per lb.

;

mutton, do. ;
pork, or in French, cushat, 4d. to 5^d. per

lb. ;
potatoes, J/4d. to 28. per bushel ; flour, 15s. to 17s. per

cwt. ; bread, fine, of 4 lb. weight, 8d. ; brown, of 6 lb.

weight, 9d. ; butter. Is. to 1/ld. perlb. ; eggs, 3d. to 6d.

in summer, and in the fall, 9d. to lOd.-; vegetables, very
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dear, out of all reason ; candles, 8d. to 9d. per lb. and not

so good as at home ;—Poultry, turkeys, 2/6d. to 3/6d. ; geese,

*2s. to 2/6d. each ; hens, 2/6d. to 3s. per pair, all poultry

phicked except winge and tails, very few brought to market
alive, except in summer. Firewood, lis. to 17/6d. per cord,

a stove will bum nearly a cord in a month, you may boil one

pot and heat one room with this, or you may boil a dozen

of pots and heat half » dozen of rooms with the same.

—

Groceries, tea, 2/6d. to 3/6d. according to quality ; sugar,

lump, 8d. to lOd. per lb. ; raw, 6d. to 7d. ; tobacco, lOd.

and good stuff. This country is much better for farmere than

for any other business whatever ; and if I took a farm I think

I would take it in Lower Canada, although the stream of

emigration is chiefly to the Upper Province. The reasons

why I should prefer Lower Canada are, because there is as

good land within forty miles of Montreal as there is in Upper
Canada, hence the farmer gets as much for his produce on

the spot, as the Upper Canada farmer gets after paying ex-

pense of carriage for several hundreds of miles, and because

articles for the family, clothes, &c. &c. can be purchased at

least 25 per cent, cheaper at the seaport, than 400 or even

200 miles inland—hence the Upper Canada farmer gets

half-price for his produce, and pays one-fourth more for

what he consumes than the Lower Canada farmer. In Upper
Canada, however, they say that farmers grow nearly twice

as much off the same quantity of land as they do in Lower
Canada. I have my doubts that the Upper Canada farmers

can grow twice as much, but I believe they must grow a

good deal more than Lower Canada farmers, on account of

the system of farming in the Upper Province.* The Upper

* " Farmers residing 200 miles or more, from Quebec and IVlontrcal,

if on good land, can live well and improve in their circumstances if not

better, at least as well as those who have taken up their residence within

a tew miles of tlie cities. This beinj; ihe fact, I feel desirous to impress

it on the minds of those for whose information I am writing these pases,

that the colonist who makes choice of a more distant settlement is not

liable to the expenses incuired near towns, and farms are had on much
cheaper terms. For many years he finds, lor tiie surplus of his produce,

a consumption on the spot among those who are daily arriving, and who
must for sometime, before they can enjoy the fruits of their own labour,

supply themselves with the articles necessary for present use from the

stoclt of those who have iilready settled themselves ; fat cattle, hogs, and
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Province is peopled by farmers, chiefly from the Old Country,

who of course adopt, as nearly as may be, the Old Country

method, while Lower Canada, on the other hand, is inhabit-

ed by a set of French Canadians who do nothing except their

fathers, like Baillie Nicol Jarvie's, had done it before them.

Agriculture consequently is the same among the French Ca-

nadians that it was 1 00 years ago ; but in the townships, a»

they are called, where there are a few British, good crops

ai'e obtained. The farms held by the French Canadians

never get any manure—they will sell a couple of cart loads

of manure to any one for a bushel of potatoes—their farms

never have been drained, and even the stones never cleared

off—they plough, or rather scratch through the land without

being able to accomplish more than merely turning over the

stones ; then they sow, and in spite of such treatment, good

crops follow. Emigrants think they could not stand the

winter; they receive, as I did, such dreadful accounts of it.

The winter here is certainly cold, but what of that ; from

the absence of wind a person can't feel it, and lest he should,

he goes so well defended that it is a pleasure to walk about.

We walk with fur caps, very few hats to be seen, greatcoats

or cloaks, two pairs uf stockings, and two pairs of shoes, and

as warm gloves as we can afford. The soldiers here have

immense fur caps, greatcoats, gloves, and two pairs of shoes

which would astonish the natives of Aberdeen, a little ac-

customed as they are to seeing the kilt almost all weathers.

Our beef comes to market, like our milk, frozen—no eat-

ables require salt here in winter—every thing is frozen ex-

cept what is near the stove : already, and the severest of the

winter is not yet come, 1 have been walking about and my
whiskers covered with snow, from the breath out of mv
mouth, and yet I did not feel uncomfortable—the horses had

icicles several inches long from their noses. This is what

you would think you never could suflfer, but it is a complete

enjoyment—no farm work of couree can go on, and the far-

mers, who have been sometime settled, drive about in sleighs

horses, are easily conveyed to distant markets, or tliey ate bought up by
the drovers before it is found necessary to remove them."— TAe Emi-
ffranCs Gmde to Canada, by F. A. Evans, Esq. late agent for the

Eastern Townships.
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through the whole country—it is the season of enjoyment

;

sleigh? and carioles are driving past my window every mi-

nute, and as every horse carries at least two bells, by Act
of Parliament, it is a source of amusement to look out at

them—the sleighs, carioles, &c. are all open, and the tra-

vellers, of whom a great number are ladies, sit rolled up in

furs and buffalo robes, some of them of a most splendid de-

scription. Then again in the winter time, the farmer newly

located chops down the trees, as he can do nothing else, for

clearing his farm, and by the spring it is ready for crop.

—

New settlers, however, should come early in summer, and

then they get a crop before winter. If a man can make up
his mind at once to take a farm, he should not tarry one

moment about the towns—many think they may stop a few

days and see Quebec—a few days to see Montreal, &c. but

this is the most absurd conduct—they are throwing away
days which are as valuable as months may be afterwards

—

they should look out to make a few dollars while they can,

and in the winter season go to see the towns if they can

afford the time. I would not go to see any town on the

face of the earth if I could make a dollar by keeping away,

unless I had money to sport, and that is what few emigrants

have. Let the emigrant determine to what part of the

country he is to go, and proceed instantly, don't let him

loiter a moment, nor spend a copper if he can help it—all

are on the alert to cheat the emigrants—trust no man from

the fineness of his dress, or the gentility of his appearance.

On the steam-boats, if he has not his trunks locked, ard

roped too, they will be broken up, aye, and he perhaps stand-

ing beside them—there are clever thieves in Canada—the

passengers I came out with had to relieve each other two

and two every hour from watching the luggage—the two
on watch had loaded guns, and yet some articles were stolen.

You may think it strange, but I assure you so it was.

—

As to provisions to serve for the passage across : Meal, (if

they bring a girdle, there is good convenience for baking

cakes)—a few biscuits, (of this article they will soon tire)

—tea, coffee, sugar,—sowens are most excellent at sea,

perhaps better than all the rest, they should be evaporated

to the consistence of a hard cake, and water poured on when

used. Beef, pork, fish, (a cask of * Finnan haddies' would
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sell handsomely here, or in Quebec, if they could be carried

across)—beer for porridge ; some whisky ; barley, suet, 8cc.

no furniture, and money in gold ; all clothes, cutlery, &c.

well packed from damp. On arriving at Quebec, emigrants

should not be in a hurry to get ashore—they are entitled to

forty-eight hours on board after arrival—above all, let them
beware of crowded boats and drunken sailors—falling over-

board in a tideway at Aberdeen is nothing, a person would
have a chance of being saved—at Quebec it is 1 ,000 chanceH

to one if ever they are seen—you have no idea of the ti(.e at

Quebec, five and six miles an honr is its common ran, but

with wind—why, to say no more, you are safest on land.

It is surprising how soon a person gets careless about home
;

when I came to the country, oh I how I wished to be on thn

Plainstones of Aberdeen again, and wished thus for a month
or six weeks ; but now I would not go back to earn a live-

lihood, for 4:^50 in a present, yearly. I like the country well,

and wo'nt be in Scotland for some years at least. I will go

back to see through the old places, but I would not stay

three months with you, were you to pay me for it.

The subjoined letter is from Mr. Cattermole's Book, on

Canada, and was written to Mr. J. Corbett, who lias been

employed by the Canada Company for two seasons as the

agent at Quebec, and who is a settler on their lands :

—

Eramora^ Upper Canada, \5th Aug. 1830.

Dear Sir,—I promised to give you a short history of my
own experience in America, for the last twelve years. 1

landed on the 18th of July, 1818, at Philadelphia, thinking;

then to go to the westward, but meeting so many old country-

men, who had been to the western parts of the United States,

and hearing from them of so much sickness, fevers, agues,

bilious complaints, &c. we turned to Pennsylvania, to settle.

I bought a farm of 121 acres, at four dollars per acre, the

land proved poor, and after toiling myself and family for

near three years, I sold it again for what it cost me, giving

up all my time and improvements. I then moved into New
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York State ; there I took up the trade of peddling, in order

to see new parts of the country ; the anxiety for the future,

for the success of my large family, was the cause of my emi-

gration ; I wanted to find a good place where I could settle

myself down for life, where I could get land for myself and
family, as ray means were then hut small ; I had to try to

find a place where land was good and cheap ; at last, after

searching in three or four of the States, and getting disap-

pointed, I turned round, and went to see Upper Canada, and

I do bless that Providence that directed me here to tliis part

of the world. When I would be travelling through the

western part of New York State, I could see plenty of fine

farms, but they had good owners for them, and the price was
from 20 to 25 dollars per acre. I got so sick of their demo-
cracy, that I was properly glad to get under the British go-

vernment once more, and truly in Upper Canada we have it

in all its mildest forms ; democracy will never long go down
an old countryman's stomach, though it sounds well at firet

to the ear ; but when we see it in full practice, and more
especially in our own family, when we hear our sons at the

age of fifteen tell us, they guess they will do as they have a

mind to, then the father feels not at home, when subordina-

tion is trampled upon in his own house, and which is really

so often the case ; for my part, I feel thankful I got my fa-

mily from amongst them, before they were all ruined and

contaminated. Let an old countryman go to the United States,

who is ever so great a Jacobinical radical, and they will soon

get cured when they begin to feel its effects in their own fa-

milies, and servants, if they should happen to have any, for

they will not bear the name of servants, only helps ; besides,

they quiz us so much, and if an old countryman ' settles

among them, and has any money, his house will never be

clear of sharpers to borrow so long as any remains, but you

know all about this better than I do. This is my sixth year

on my new farm, being five miles from the town of Guelph.

I have been a disinterested witness of the progress of that

settlement, and I do think the town and township round

Guelph, for industrious persons with families, can do as well

as in any part of North America that I have seen. Our
crops look remarkably well, we have 94 bushels of seed-

grain sown of all sorts, 20 acres of good meadow land to
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cut> 2^ acres of potatoes, 2 acres of turnips, and half an

acre of flax. Our stock conHJsts of 30 head of Iiorned cattle,

62 sheep and lambs, 30 hogs, a pair of young horses
; you

wished me to give you a statement of last year's crop, as we
had not done thrashing when you went away ; it was our fifth

year's produce, ^\e had 1,329 bushels of all kinds of grain,

mostly wheat and barley ; we kilL ' \40Clb8. weight of pork,

a good fut beeve for Christmas ; sold 2 yoke of fat oxen,

some fat sheep, &c. cut 35 tons of hay, at .^3 per ton, for

all we couhi spare, besides our potatoes, turnips, 8(c. ; our

soil is excellent in quality, it is from two to three foet deep,

on a good hard blue bottom ; our timber, maple, bass-wood,

elm, beach, which always indicate a good soil. In addition

to all these advantages in settling in Upper Canada in prefer-

ence to the United States, our markets are from 1 to 2 dol-

lars higher on pork and flour at Montreal than at New York,

our lands better, our taxes two-thirds less than in New York

State, more healthy, and under our own government ; my
taxes for all the above-described property, and 900 acres of

land, was only <£l. 7s. (nl. Halifax currency. If this should

be of any use in keeping ev«n one good honest British sub-

ject from splitting on the rocks and shoals of the United

States, I shall be happy.

P.S.—As some men of property have come up this year to

the neighbourhood of Guelph to buy land, and rather objected

because it was all wild wood land, preferring to buy improv-

ed farms, for the instruction of such settlers, I will give yovi

an instance in the person of Mr. W. Armstrong, who has

got 5 acres of heavy timbered land in our township, cleared

for only 9 dollars per acre ; he has a crop of barley growing

thereon that will average 40 bushels per acre at least ; last

year it fetched 38. ] |d. per bushel ; tl)e ashes either sold or

made in black salts, would in most cases fence in the land :

thus those who clear their own land reap the first benefit ot

fresh land not exhausted by bad husbandry ; 40 bushels make

about 23 dollars, clearing and fencing will cost about 12
^

dollars, leaves 12^ dollars profit to the acre. I could have

many more things to say in favour of a new farm, but the

chief thing is a man with a family, and a few hundred pounds

lays it all out in an old farm, his family in that case may

have to go to a new settlement where land is cheap ; now it

he were to

would hav

grow in va

children, t

their velati

new farms,

Mr. Cat
addressed

who handc

lity. I ain

I have no 1

in Upper C

Extract of

Weste

MONTREA
For about

St. Lawren
at intervals

and always
in stages, e

of this 15(

an uninterr

ton, by the

Niagara, or

which has

in full opei

or at least

gable by sc

yesterday

to the hea<

l)as8age fro

tioned, tha

is navigate

by vessels

'lam boats,

up and pn
conveyed

treal to Pr



1—0

95

he were to buy several hundred acres in its present state, lie

would have tlio pleasure and profit of Heeing his property

grow in value every year, and what a grand stimulant to his

(*liildren, to know there will bo farms for them adjoining

tlieir relatives. I could bring many more proofs in favour of

new farms, hut my paper is done. Farewell.

Mr. Cnttermole says of the above ;
'* This letter was not

iiddrcsscd to me, but I am well acquainted with the party

who lianded it to me, a gentleman of the first respectabi-

lity. I am told the writer is a plain, honest character, and

1 have no hesitation in saying there are hundreds of persons

in Upper Canada, who cherish similar sentiments."

Extract of a Letter, dated Amherstburgh, Upper Canada,

Western District, near Detroit, July 14, 1831.

Montreal has a direct communication with the ocean.

For about 150 miles above Montreal the navigation of the

St. Lawrence is much interrupted by rapids, but steam-boats

at intervals are able to ply upon it about half that distance,

and always do so, the intermediate journies being performed

in stages, equivalent to your coaches. From the upper end
of this 150 miles, i. e. from the town of Prescot, there is

an uninterrupted navigation to this place—first, to Kensing-

ton, by the river St. Lawrence—then from Kensington to

Niagara, on Lake Ontario—then through the Welland canal,

which has been cut to avoid the falls of Niagara, and is now
in full operation, leading from Lake Ontario to Lake Erie,

or at least into the Niagara river above the falls, and navi-

gable by schoonei's of 70 or 100 tons. We had a vessel here

yestenlay from Lake Ontario, and she is proceeding onward
to the head of Lake Huron, so that a family may take a

passage from Prescot to this place. I ought to have men-
tioned, that the 150 miles from Montreal I have spoken of

is navigated by a large sort of boats, called batteaux, as also

by vessels of from 10 to 20 or 30 tons burden, called Dur-

ham boats. By means of one or otiier, all goods are brought

up and provisions sent down, and by which emigrants are

conveyed to this country, i. e. over the distance from Mon-
treal to Prescot. As to the Indians, we are annually visit-
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ed by about 7,000 of theai, this being a post where thev I *° P**)^' *

from their fa-receive presents from Oovernment,

ther, as they call the King. They are a miserable degraded

race, excessively addicted to the use of ardent spirits, to a

man ; but besides the nuisance of having companies of them
rolling about in the streets drunk, they give little trouble.

Within a mile of town there is a settlement of a half-civi-

lized tribe, called Hurons ; they are quite harmless.

I should think Upper Canada far preferable. The popu-

lation and laws are English ; and a more secure title to

property can be obtained. The soil and climate are much
better generally.

I believe that every species of furniture can be had here

at a great deal less than it could be transported. , Sheets,

blankets, and all species of wearing apparel, and shoes,

might be brought with propriety, all of which are very high

here.

" By landing in June or July, which they could do by

starting with the first vessels, they would be able to pro-

cure unimproved land immediately, and might prepare a

house, or at least sow some autumn wheat, since there would

be time to prepare some portion of the land for it by hav-

ing men to clear it, as I have already stated. We have

generally fine weather throughout October, and even Novem-
ber. By leaving home by the second voyage, ships in July

or August would arrive here in the beginning of October,

and would escape all the warm weather of the season.

There would be no difficulty in procuring lodgings in tills

place. It is somewhat difficult to say which would be the

preferable plan : I should almost think, for those intending

to farm, the earlier the better.

I would make one general remark, that they must not

allow themselves to dream of finding gold growing on trees,

or that, by farming, a fortune or much money may be mi
'^

here ; all that sort of thing must be guarded against, other-

wise disappointment will follow. Assuredly the advantage

of coming to Canada is simply this, that a little capital

will go a great v; ay, and conjoined with regular industry,

will make a man comfortable, and, in a certain way, quite

independent in a few years, and above all, enable him to

provide in a similar way for his family. He has no taxes
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to pay, and ev^ery improrement he makes on his property

goes exchisively for his own advantage and that of his family,

unimpaired by tithes, or rents, or any thing else ; and be-

sides the intrinsic value added to property by improvement

in thts extent of cultivation, it is every day becoming more
valuable as the country advances. In a word, a person's in-

dustry tells here, which it does not at home, where a mere
provision for the day that is passing is all tliat can be ob-

tained ; no provision for old age, and nothing in prospect for

the succeeding generation, but the same weary round of hope-

less unproductive toil. There are doubtless some considera-

tions—some trouble—perhaps some hardships—in icmoving,

some privations—and but very few where there is any capital

to be met with—and, in every new country, there is perhapo

somewhat more risk of bad health of a certain kind than at

home—but t^iese are soon overcome. As to the last, take

my own case for an example, i am far from being strong,

and yet have not, in the course of two years., had a day's

dishealth that I could attribute to the climate. There is no

people so much wanted here as good steady servants, either

for the farm or house.

From " Important Information to persons intending to

Emigrate to America'"

OAME IN CANADA.

From M' Gregors British America.

The most common wild animals are, wolves, bears, and

loup-cerviers, which annoy the inhabitants of new settle-

ments, by destroying sheep and pigs. Common deer abound

;

• llt^y fti"® gentle, and easily domesticated. Otters are, in many

^rts, numerous. Beavers are scarce. Foxes, martens, por-

cupines, racoons, weasels, wood-chucks, are also met with.

Hares are plentiful. Wild beasts i.ust, however, diminish

rapidly in a country which will soon be intersected in every

direction by r:;ads.

Wild turkeys, which do not differ in appearance from do-

mestic turkeys, except being larger, frequent the western

i
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parts ; and wild geese, ducks, pigeons, and most of the other

birds already mentioned as common to America, are plenti*

ful in the course of their migrations. Snipes, wood-larks,

and partridges are also abundant.

Among the lake fishes, the sturgeon is good eating, weighs

from 70 to 100 lus., affords isinglass, and differs from the

sturgeon of the sea by wanting the shelly scales on the back.

The masquenonge is delicious, and sometimes weighs 50 lbs.

The white fish, caught in abundance, resembling the shad

of the Atlantic coast, or very large alewives. It is excellent

eating, but inferior to the masquenonge. The lake herrings

are plentiful, but flabby and indifferent.

Trout are of all sizes, weighing from half a pound to

sometimes 50 to 70 lbs. The large kind, called lake saU

mon, resembles those of the sea, but the flesh much paler,

and not so richly flavoured.

Pike and pickerel are much the same in flavour as in

England.

There are two or three varieties of bass ; the black is the

best. The other fishes which are found in the lakes and

rivers of Upper Canada, are principally perch, eel pout, cat-

Jish, mullet, dace, chub, carp, sucker, dog-fish (small,) bill-

fish (the tyrant of the lakes, with a bill about a foot long,)

lamprey, silver eel, sun-fish.

Fish are caught with seines, hooks, and by spearing. Fo-

rest sports are much neglected : even men who were poach-

ers in the United Kingdom will scarcely move off their farms

to shoot deer, or other wild animals. There is excellent

shooting, and some people indulge in deerstalking, or watch-

ing for deer, waiting for the return of bears to shoot them,

and occasionally killing water-fowl and forest birds.

The forest trees are of great magnitude and variety, and

afford excellent timber for all purposes, and abundant fuel

;

great advantages to the inhabitants. Wild fruits are very

plentiful. Medicinal plants abound ; and gay and beautiful

indigenous flowers adora those places which are not densely

covered with large trees.

If:



v^i^tf^wyT^".

Other

Iplenti-

l-Iarks,

|weighs

>in the

le back.

1 50 lbs.

M shad

ccellent

perrings

99

GAME

—

The Deeu.

From a Backwoodsman's Statistical Sketches.

At the head of our quadioiped game is the Deer. He is lar-

ger than the fallow deer of England ; and his horns, we
would say, are twined the wrong way, and are differently

shaped from those of the deer of Europe. They are found

in great abundance in every part of the province. Deer
stalking is much practised ; but to practise it with success,

you must be acquainted with the topography of the neigh-

bourhood, and know the salt licks and other haunts. Another

way is, to let a canoe or raft float down a stream during the

midsummer night with a bright light upon it. This seems

to dazzle or fascinate the animal, who is fond of standing

in the water when the mosquitoes are troublesome in the

woods ; and if the manoeuvre be skilfully managed without

noise, he will allow you to come within a few yards of

him ;—so near indeed will he allow you thus to approach,

that there have been instances known of his having been kill-

ed with a fish spear. The most certain and deadly mode of

proceeding, however, is to send your dogs into the woods
some miles from the banks of a lake or great river, and
' hark down' on the scent, when he will be sure to run for

the water, where you can knock him on the head from a boat

or canoe. But even in this defenceless position you must

not approach him rashly, for he gives an ugly wound with his

horns ; and with the sharp hoofs of his fore feet, he has been

known to deal such a blow, as has separated the muscle from

the bone of a man's leg. You must, therefore, either shoot

him, knock him on the head, drown him by holding down
his head with an oar, or seize hold of him by the seat, and

make him tow the boat until he is exhausted, and can be

mastered.

In deer stalking, and, indeed, all kinds of sporting in this

country, it is often necessary to camp out,—that is, bivouac

in the woods. This would appear to a man who is curious

in well-aired sheets, as the next way to the other world

;

but, in .eality, there is nothing either dangerous or unplea-

sant in the proceeding. Every man carries with him in the

1 2
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woods, punk, that is, German tinder, a fungous excrescence

of the maple, and a flint. With this and the back of his

knife, a liglit is struck, and the ignited piece cut off from the

mass. This is put into dry moss, and blown or swung lound
the head until it blazes, and thus a large fire of logs is

kindled. Spruce and hemlock are stripped, and moss gather-

ed to make a bed ; and if it be dry overhead, nothing fur-

ther is necessary, the party all sleeping with their feet turn-

ed towards the fire. If, however, it threatens rain, a tent

or wigwam of bark can soon be erected, perfectly weather
tight. And in winter this may be rendered more comfortable

by shovelling the snow up on the walls, so as to exclude the

wind.

GAME—The Cakvas-back Duck.

From Vignes Six Months in America.

The waters of the Chesapeake and the Patapsco are the fa-

vourite resort of the canvas-back duck, which I had always

been told was the greatest delicacy imaginable ; and, " like

nothing else, sir I I assure ye I" The sporting commences
early in November, and affords most excellent sport. An
experienced shot will sometimes kill three dozen in a morn-

ing with a single gun ; and occasionally they are shot on the

wing with a single rifle. The canvas-back duck very much
resembles the red-headed wigeon, or common dun-bird. They
breed on the borders of the great lakes, or about Hudson's

Bay ; but, in the winter months, they r.re found in prodi-

gious quantities on the Chesapeake, the Patapsco, and the

Potomac. Its flavour is owing to the root of the Vallisneria

Americana, or wild celery, on which it feeds, and for which
it will dive to a depth of eight or ten feet. The red-headed

wigeon, when in company with the canvas-back, will often

wait till it has risen from the bottom, and then snatch from

it the hard-earned morsel. The bons vivants of America,

talk of the canvas-back with an interest that borders on af-

fection, and is sometimes very amusing. " Sir," said an old

fellow to me, *' I wished to give a duck feast, and accord-

ingly I bought nine couple of them, all fresh killed, and all

of the right weight. I stuffed them into every corner of my

gig ; and
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gig ; and would not suflFer the cook to touch them, except, in

ray presence. I dressed them all myself, in different ways,

in my parlour, so as to have them all done according to fi-

gure, sir 1 Well, sir I all my company had arrived, except

an old German ; we could not wait, and sat down without him.

When he came, he exclaimed, • What I noshing but duckhs!'

I started up in a rage, sir I a violent rage, sir I
* Noshing

but duckhs I' I repeated after him : Why, you d d old

scoundrel, said I, your own Emperor of Austria never lied

such a dinner : he could not, sir, though he gave the best

jewel in his crown for it." I tasted these birds several times

before I quitted America, and they certainly are extremely

good. The meat is dark, and should be sent to table under-

done, or what in America is called " rare." I think the fla-

vour might be imitated by a piece of common wild duck, and

a piece of fine juicy venison, tasted at the same time. The
word " rare" used in that sense, and which is given by John-

son, on the authority of Dryden, is no doubt one of many
which have retained, in America, a meani'^g in which they

are not now used in England, l)ut which was . doubtless car-

ried over the Atlantic by the settlers of a hundre<l years ago.

I confess that I was for some time in error. I heard every

one around me giving orders that his meat should be *' rare,"

and I thought it a mispronunciation of the word raw.

GAME.-The Turkey.

Prom Statistical Sketches, by a Backwoodsman.

The wild turkey takes the lead of our Upper Canadian

feathered game. He is found in the London and VA^estern

districts exclusively ; though 1 have heard, that in New Eng-

land, he is domiciliated much farther to the north. He is

large, weighing from 1^5 to 351bs., of a dark colour, which

in some individuals is I'g' er, and in others approaches to

a leaden gray ; and is very like the <lomestic turkey of the

country. You can only distinginsh him from his civilized

cousin by a quick, firm, light-irfantry step in his gait, and

his independent, watchful look. At certain periods of the

year, he is anything but shy. I have walked along the high-

way for half a mile at least, with a flock of fourteen of them

I 3
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marching in front of ine all the time within easy shot ; some
of them marching in the middle of the road, some hopping

up on the rail fences and running along them, some jump-
ing over into the neighbouring field, but none showing any

unreasonable fear of me.

WHITE FISH.

From Fergussons Tour in Upper Canada.

Among other good things upon our dinner-table, we were
regaled with the celebrated white fish, a delicacy which, as

Charlevoix has long since remarked, " nothing of the fish kind

can excel." It is peculiar, I believe, to the North American

lakes and rivers, and, so far as I know, has not been describ-

ed. Some naturalists consider it to be a nondescript species

of Salmo. The flesh is white, and resembles the most ge-

latinous part of the turbot, but considerably richer. The
fish is taken with hook and line, frequently at a hole in the

ice, being then in higliest perfection, and runs from three to

eight pounds weight. There is a coating of fat along the

back, little inferior in flavour to the richest butter.

PREPARATIONS FOR EMIGRATION,
From the Backwoodsman's Sketches.

It cannot be too strongly impressed upon emigrants the inex-

pediency of carrying to the woods of Upi)er Canada heavy

lumbering articles of wooden furniture. All these can be

procured here for far less than the cost of ti-ansport from

Quebec and Montreal. The only exception to this rule is,

when a person has valuable furniture for which he cannot get

any thing like a reasonable price at home ; and, in that case,

it may be cheaper to carry it to Canada than to sacrifice it in

England. But, as a general rule, mahogany furniture is not

in keeping with the rest of a Canadian establishment ; and
our own black walnut makes, in my opinion, more handsome
furniture than mahogany, and possesses this great advantage

over its more costly and exotic neighbour, that it does not so

easily stain,—a property which saves much scrubbing and
not a little scolding in families. Clothes, more particularly

coarse clothing, such as slops and shooting jackets, bedding,
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shirts, (made, for making is expensive here,) cooking uten-

sils, a clock or time-piece, hooks packed in barrels, hosiery,

and, above all, hoots and shoes, (for what they call leather

in this continent is much more closely allied to hide than lea-

ther, and one pair of English shoes will easily outlast three

such as we have here,) are among the articles that will be

found most useful. As a general rule also, every thing that

is made of metal, (for ironmongery is very dear,) as well as

gardening and the iron parts of farming tools, and a few of

the most common carpenters' tools, can never come amiss
;

for, though a man may not be artist enough to make money
as a carpenter for other people, he may save a great deal

himself by having the means within his reach of drivhig a

nail or putting in a pane of glass. A iew medicines ought

to be taken for the voyage, and those chiefly of the purga-

tive kind, as ships are very frequently but indifferently fur-

nished with a medicine chest. Among the-'e I would recom-

mend Anderson's, or any other of the aloetic and colocynth

pills, Epsom salts, magnesia, and emetics, made up in doses.

If you take Seidlitz powders, or soda powders, or any of

that tribe of acids and alkalies, let them be made up in phials,

well stopped, not, as usual, in papers, for in that case they

will get melted, or (as the learned express it) deliquate, be-

fore the passage is half over. With these phials will of

course be required measures, to take out the proper propor-

tions of each powder. Fishing and shooting tackle ought

also to be taken.

MONEY.
From the same.

It is a question often asked, how should money be taken

to Canada ? I reply, in any way except in goods. Not that

I have not often known that mode of bringing it prove highly

profitable ; but it is a risk ; few who come out being good

judges of the price of goods at home, and none of them

knowing what kind of goods will suit the Canada markets.

British silver or gold make a very good investment ; as the

former is bought up by merchants and tradesmen, and used

to purchase bills on the Treasury through the Commissariat,

and the latter is remitted by the same classes to meet th'jir

engagements in England. A Sovereign generally fetches

f?3s. or 24s. currency, that r 5s. to the dollar ;—Is. sterling

il
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passes for Is. 2d. currency ;—so that either description of

bullion gives a good remittance. One great objection, how-
ever, to bringing out money, is the liability there is of losing

or being robbed of it ; so that, upon the whole, the better

way perhaps may be, to lodge it with T. Wilson & Co. of

Austin Friars, Agents for the Bank of Upper Canada, or at

the Canada Company's Office in St. Helen's Place,* taking an

acknowledgment ; and then you can draw upon the fund from

Canada, receiving the premium of the day on the exchange.

TEMPERANCE.

From Vignes Six Montlis in America.

The most fearful enemy of health is ardent ppirlts, which,

by those who drink them at all, are taken at all hours, from

four in the morning till twelve at night, and swallowed under

the various and subdued appellations of bitters, egg-nogg,

raint-julep, and many others ; all sounding watery enough to

have captivated Sangrado himself. The Temperance Socie-

ties are an honour to the country. There are about 1,000

of them in the United States, compost 1 of 1,200,000 mem-
bers, and aft'ecting about 2,000,000 individuals directly or

indirectly. They have caused the suppression of 1,000 di*-

tilleries, and 3,000 retail stores. The members solemnly

promise that they will not touch a drop of any kind of spirits :

of course, the rules of the society are sometimes broken, par-

ticularly as they allow wine and brandy when ordered by the

doctor. I have heard it observed by those who are unfriendly
'

to these associations, that an individual who cannot .abstain'

from spirits without belonging to a temperance society, will

not refrain when he becomes a member ; but there is a vast

difference between the strength of a resolution made to one-

self, and known only to oneself, and a promiw solemnly and

publicly given, where fulfilment is demanded by honour, the

fear of shame, and the duty of examjjle. It is always ob-

served, that when a menjber of the society has once relapsed

into his old habits, his course is one of recklessness and des-

peration. That the societies have done good is undeniable, by

their influence on the wholesale trade in spirits at New York.
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THE VOYAGE.

From Chambers's Information for the People, No. V.

When the determination is once taken to emigrate, the next

step is to make arrangements with a shipowner, or cap.ain,

for the /oyage. Take no furniture whatever, but plenty of

good warm clothing, and bed-clothes. The steerage passen-

gers generally lay in provisions for themselves, which consist

of oatmeal, potatoes, some eggs, milk boiled with lump
sugar, and some salt beef, or ham ; these provisions should

be calculated for fifty days ; whatever remains after the pas-

sage, will be useful afterwards on the way to a settlement.

A tin pot, or kettle, with a flat side and a hook, for hang-
ing upon the ribs of the Jire, will be very useful, because it

is often impossible to put every thing on the fire together at

cooking times ; and this pot can be boiled without occupying

the room of otheis. It is particularly recommended to those

who make the voyage, never to feel alarmed at appearances

of stormy weather, and what they may think danger ; be-

cause there is really no danger ; there are as few examples

of ships sinking in the open sea, as of houses being burned

on land. It is only when, by some mischance, they are

diiven upon lands and rocks, that danger occurs; and then

it will be sufficiently evident to every body.

Men on board should pay the greatest attention to females,

who are apt to be fluttered when they hear the noise of the

waves, or of high winds, or the sailors trampling about in a

bustle on the deck above. In such cases, passengers have

only to keep themselves tranquil, and to recollect that the

squall may cause hard work to the sailors, but no danger to

any body, except there be land within sight, and the wind

blowing them on it against their will. On coming into har-

bour, be in no hurry, or rather let your hurry put you in no

confusion
;
get all your things ready, and have some lodgings

fixed on to take your baggage to before moving.
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THE VOYAGE.

From Cattermoles Advantages of Emigration,

The Act of Parliament requires the master of the vessel to

see that all his passengers have the following quantities of

stores—bread, i2-3d lb. ; beer, 2-3d gallon ; fresh meat, 2-3d
lb. ; vegetables, 3-4th lb. Cocoa, 2-3d oz. ; sugar, 3-4th

oz. ; tea, l'4th oz. per diem. When fresh meat cannot be

had, salt beef, ^ lb. ; flour, ^ lb.
;

peas, 3-4th pint. On
those days that flour is used, raisins and suet may also be

substituted for a portion of the flour. My own advice to

persons is, to take 3-4th lb. of meat, and 1 lb. of bread, in-

cluding flour, per diem, with plenty of vegetables, and such

extra comforts as their circumstances enable them. In lay-

ing in stores, a fe<^ pounds of portable soup is an excellent

thing on the voyage, and persons going in parties, may al-

ways arrange to take a pig or two, and if they will look after

it, a sheep : many take fowls, but they are much trouble,

and are often very sickly. Ducks will do well, some her

rings, salt flsh, eggs, suet, butter, rice, onions and carrots,

with a few apples for puddings. Sic- form the principal

wants ;
portable soup, unless you take fowls, is good in case

of sea sickness.

Parties going together in the steerage, or half-deck, would

do right in closely examining into the exact accommodations

they are to receive, such as water-closets; if they ar6to be

allowed the use of the quarter-deck at sea ; at what time

the lights are expected to be put out ; these cautions may
prevent bad feelings on the passage ; and cabin passengers,

particularly those with families, should do the same, ascer-

taining what wine, spirits, and porter is allowed, to prevent

misunderstanding when out. Many vessels offered to take

steerage passengers, at £^1 10s. and find them with respect-

able accommodations ; this, for single persons, with a few

extras, they might provide themselves, would answer their

purpose better than having the trouble of laying in, and

cooking, their own provisions.

Parties going by way either of Quebec or New York, fre-

quently arrange with the captain to have a portion of the

steerag<
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steerage partitioned off, 8 or 10 feet Rquarc, whicli is both

economical rnd pleasant, particularly with families, as they

are independent of the many. Three or four going thus,

will possess all the comforts of the cabin, and at one-fourth

the expense. When you get to sea, much of the distinction

of cabin and steerage, if respectable, cease, and once land-

ed, no enquiries are made what part of the sliip you came
in. The cabin is all very well for single ladies and gentlemen,

but with families, it is an expensive place, and the money
HO spent would be useful on getting into a new country.

In the steerage, the lights are put out at nine o'clock, and
no smoking is allowed between decks in any part of the

vessel.

No heavy or cumbrous baggage ought to be taken ; house-

hold furniture, iron utensils, implements of husbandry, in

short all articles of considerable bulk or weight will cost, in

freight and carriage, more than the expense of replacing them
in Upper Canada, besides the trouble of their conveyance, the

risk of damage, and the danger of articles carried from Eng-
land or Ireland being found unsuited for use in America.

The baggage of emigrants should consist only of their wear-

ing apparel, with such bedding and utensils for cooking as

may be required on the voyage ; and any articles of clothing

not intended to be used at sea, ought to be packed in water-

tight case, or trunks, not exceeding 80 or 90 pounds in

weight.

Sucti persons as can afford it, will do well to take out a

two or three years' stock of clothes, shoes, and a stout fur

cap ; the summer articles most required are strong drill and

duck trowsers, light round jackets ; for winter, fearnought

trowsers and stout coatings ; leather gaiters during frosty wea-

ther are excellent, and not to be bought in Canada; beds

and all kinds of bedding, mattresses, a mangle ; an eight-day

clock without case or dials, for the mere movement would

cost £10 in any part of Canada, the whole country being

over-run with wooden clocks, which sell as high as £5.

I

JTork, fre-

on of the



-rrm

108

Extract ofa Letterfrom an Aberdonian, who emigrated in

the Spring of 1828, to a friend in Aberdeen,

Township of Leedi, L. C. June 29, 1R30.

Dear Sir,— I shall here detail to you my intended method
of procedure, with respect to my establishing a settlement

on my own land, which will give you an idea how settle-

ments here are generally effected. In the first place, we
commence with what is called under-brushing. This part of

our work is best done in the course of next month, when
the leaves are fully expanded, as then we are not annoyed

next season by a rush of young suckers growing up among
our crops. What we call brush-wood, consists chiefly of dog-

wood, maple-shrub, mouse-wood, ground-hemlock, besides

numberless other shrubs and small trees from 2 to 12 feet in

height ; these we cut close to the ground with a bill-hook,

and pile close in small piles as we go on. In this manner we
can easily go over an acre in a day. After brushing, our next

business is to fell the cumberers of the ground ; these, on an
average, stand so thick as 8 feet apart, and, if hard-wood,

average 60 feet in height, and from G inches to i feet in dia-

meter. To make arable lanil of such a scene as our forests

present, would stagger a stranger unacquainted with our

doings here ; but we can surmount such seeming difliculties,

and laugh at what before appeared so impossible. In felling

the large trees, we make a cut on each side of the tree, tak-

ing care to commence cutting on that side to which the tree

has an inclination, as then the tree, after you have finished

the cut on the opposite side, will fall from you, and leave

you at lil)erty to step out of the reach of danger ; we ilten

cut off the branches close to the trunk, and pile them on

the nearest brush-pile, and commence cutting up the trunk

into short logs of from 10 to 12 feet in length, which finishes

this part of the work, called chopping. I have chopped up
in this manner an acre in a week without working very hard.

The next part of clearing is the piling of the logs ; this is

usually done with the help of oxen, but 3 men will hand
pile very well if the timber be not very heavy. The oxen

draw the logs, with a strong chain hooked round the end of

the log, and attached to a ring in the yoke between them,

\
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opposite the place wliere the pile is to he, where 2 or 3 mpii

are placed witli hand-spikes ready to hoist the lops on the

pile as fast as the oxen can fetch them in. A yoke of oxen

and 3 men, including the teamster, will pile an acre in u day,

if the timber l)o chopped as it ought to he, and laid in the

felling as much one way as possihle, which is as easily done
as to throw the trees in a confused heap across each other.

The log-piles are laid as close as possible, to burn all up
when the period for firing arrives. There will be from 8 to

12 piles in the space of an acre. The burning off of the piles

is the last part of this simple business, and to effect this pur-

pose, we select a dry period in the fall of the year, when
we need hut put fire to one pile, and in a short time the

whole of the timber, brush and all, will have been consum-

ed. You will readily conceive that a fit season for burning

off is a <lesideratum here, since without a complete hum, to

consume the fallen leaves, which generally lie very thick on

the soil, and the rotten and decayed timber and other trash,

we are not safe to sow or plant, and expect a crop. We now
set to work and collect the ashes of the piles, and secure

them from wet, to be afterwards and at our leisure convert-

ed into potash, for which we have a sure market at Quebec,

at the rate of 34s. per cwt. ; 100 bushels will make a barrel,

containing from between 5 to 6 cwt. It is from this trade

only that the settlers can realize cash, properly so called.

Presuming now that you have made your clearance on a

proper and fit part of your land whereon to erect a house

and other necessary buildings, this business must now merit

your attention. Your house must be placed near a running

brook or strong spring, either of which, I believe, can be had

in aimost every lot in the province. The building logs,

spruce, having been collected to the spot, you call on half-a-

<lozen of your neighbours to assist you, and your house, at

least the four walls thereof, will be completed in a day. Very

little assistance will be necessary to finish the roof; twelve

feet boards placed longitudinally from the apex to the plates,

and covered at the joinings with thin battens, will do pretty

well till you can afford to get shingles. It niakes as snug a

bield either to eat, drink, sit, or sleep in, as you could well

wish, either in a summer or winter's day. Furniture will

Hoon follow ; we have as fine cherry-wood and curled maple
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growing here as we could wish to see wrought into the shape

of drawers, tables, chairs, Sec. &c., but a sufficiency of belly-

furniture must be our first look at, and thanks to heaven

that is a sure prospect here with us in the bu:ih. The land

which we get cleared in the fall, we sow with wheat in the

spring. A bushel will sow an acre, and if well harrowed,

it returns on an average 15 fold. We also brush, in the

season, as much land as we can chop during the winter, which

we clear in the spring for pot; *oes, barley, Indian corn, tur-

nips, &c., &c., all of wiiicii, with the exception perhaps of

Indian corn, yield as abundant returns. Potatoes here are a

good crop, and the best eating I ever tasted. We can easily

plant a bushel of seeds in a day, which will not fail, if the

season be at all any thing like favourable, to yield 20 bushels

in return; 10 busli^'ls will be eufficient to plant an acre.

They are planted with the hoe ; we put 3 seeds in a hole^,

and collect a hillock of the loose and rich vegetable mould
round them, and leave them so, till they are fit for lifting.

It is no uncommon thing tc get, in digging, half-a-bushel in

a hillock. Barley is also a good crop, and generally yields

20 fold. All the finer or more tender sorts of garden escu-

lents thrive well without any attention ; I could last year

have Kjiared you a waggon-load of very superior cucumbers,

melons, and gourds, whltih grew at the gable of my house

and about the door. The seeds were just planted, and

suffered to remain and come to maturity without further

trouble ; this fact may give you some idea of the superiority

of the climate, as well as of the soil,—but of this more anon.

With respect to the general appearance of the country

Jiere, and the (piality of the soil, you may collect some idea

from Avhat I have already said ; iittle variety of prospect can

b» looked for in i scene which presents nothing to the eye on

every side but an interminable forest, bounded only by the

horizon, with here and there a green spot which marks the

innovations of the axe. The road-side, where I am at pre-

sent, presents a different spectacle. It is nearly all cleared

from the river St. Lawrence to 20 miles above me. The
summer season heiu is very warm, the thermometer ranging

from 80 to 90 degrees ; the winter season again is very se-

vere ; I have known the mercury sink 30 degrees below

zero ; but this does not last long, perhaps 3 days or so at a

Th
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spell, and that not more than twice or thrice in a season.

Notwithstanding the intensity of these extremes, the climate

is most salubrious ; we don't know what it is to be sick

here ; and give us fair play, here we [)ave none of your fevers

and agues, those pests of the Upper Province.

The prospects of the first class, or persc»s possessed of

from 100 to 500 pounds, cannot fail being of the most cheer-

ing description. With judicious management, a sum of

money, which would soon be annihilated, or at best unpro-

ductive, if sunk in business on your side of the water, would
here soon establish a handsome competency for you, and your

family after you. Provisions you would requi'''j for a year,

but they are cheap. All your clothes of whatever descrip-

tion you should bring with you, as well as every article of

household and kitchen furniture which you eaii get conve-

niently stowt.l, a small stock of the most common medi-

cines, all the books you can scrape together, music, musical

instrumentSj carpenters' tools, &c. &c.

The second class consists of those who, without cash,

bring plenty of bones and sinews, in the shape of grown
aons and daughters, to bear upon the question ; such never

fail to do well if they be at all industrious.

The third and last class is that to which your humble ser-

vant belongs, pennyless and fusionless, and encumbered

with a small family that can yield him as yet no assistance

;

yet, in spite of difficulties, 1 am fast emerging from their

pressure, and I hope ultimately to be able to put my foot

ui)on the neck of my trials. I have certainly been most

kindly treated by the better s^rt of settlers in this township,

none of whom but would do any reasonable thing to serve

me, whether solicited or not ; but the generality of settlers, in

my circumstances, must not expect to be similarly treated.

Your's, most sii'cerely,

W. S.

I

ti

i

The above individual, after arriving at Quebec with his

wife an<l family of three children, was only possessed of ij\

16s. For three years J-e had the loan of a farm without

rent, on condition of clearing part of it, which he stated in

a letter to his father could have been easily accomplished

the first yeai".

k2
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Second Letter from the same person.

Township of Leeds, L. C. August 4, 1831.

My Dear Sir,—I received your kind letter of Ist April,

and I am happy, to learn that you are all in good health ; we
also are in the enjoyment of the same blessing. You wish

to know ho»/ we like the cold winter; I can assure you
that I consider winter here tlie most agreeable season of the

year. Labour then is, with the exception of barn work and

the procuring of fire-wood, nearly locked up. It is true we
can cliop if we think proper, but I prefer the autumn for

that work, if possibly we can get time then for its accom-
plishment. Indeed, it is at any period quite easy to chop

down more than we can get well cleared. In winter too,

travelling is particularly pleasant, whether on foot or in a

sleigh, for then the roads are excellent for at least 5 months.

Intercourse then is frequent ; paying and receiving visits con-

stitute much of our business. With regard to in-door com-
forts, it is presumed that we have got our crops well saved,

and a pig or two killed, part of which will no doubt go to

the grocer for what he can supply ; you will then have some
idea how o\u- tables are supplied ; and, with the help of good
stoves, we can regulate the tempe»,\ture of our rooms to

anv degree of heat we find convenient. I have not been able

as yet to buy a stove, so have been obliged to put up with

a chimney, which has its advantages nevertheless. It bums
more wood than a stove ; but then the great fires we must

put on in winter render any other light at night unnecessary

than what proceeds therefrom ; moreover, the sight of a lively

fire in the chimney is, in my opinion, much more cheerful

than that of any dull, black, iron box, however warm—but

if the chimney be well constructed, it will warm a room
equally well with a stove. Indeed, although I had a stove,

I would not want a chimney on any account. You very pro-

perly ask me how we dispose of the stumps and roots of

treei^ With regard to thet?c impediments, if indeed I can

call them such, they •^resent scarcely any obstacle to our

operations ; we just let them remain till time do their busi-

ness. Hard-wood stumps will rot in about six years ; soft-

wood, such as sinuce, pine, &c., will take less time to rot



mm

113

them. When the roots are rotten, a yoke of oxen will pull

out your stumps fast enough, hut till that time come they
are no trouble at all, and we plough, sow, harrow, and reap

among them, with as much facility as if we were performing

these operations on Grandholm Haugh.

QBoth these Letters are taken from " Important Informa-

tion," &c. which work is now out of print.]

Ejb'tract of a Letter, from a person residing at Leeds, in

Lower Canada, dated 9Ath May, 1833, to a friend

near Aberdeen.

Most people from previous lack of information regarding our

situation and prospects here, and what is worse, from false-

Ijoods circulated in interested quarters, feel a considerable

degree of disappointment on their first arrival here, so that

I shall state a few leading facts for your own serious consi-

deration, and leave you to make up your mind accordingly.

Both soil aufl climate at this place are gowl, and the land,

when cleaved, yields good crops of all sorts of grain, pota-

toes, and vegetables. Should an emigrant come out in the

autumn, which I would rather recommend, he must bring

as much with him as would support him till the autumn fol-

lowing ; and I think, in ordinary years, £40 would suffice,

at this distance from the market, (say 30 miles,) for such

a family as you describe, (father and mother, with ten chil-

dren.) I am not sure but £10 less would do, were our

crops, as in general they are, very good : £10 more would,

with the assistance of his neighbours, put up a snug log-

house, and stable. He would require a stove, too, for win-

ter, which would cost from £3 to £.5. He must pay his

land by instalments, of £5 or £C) atumally, for four years

;

then it is scot-free for ever. jNIind this is the price of 100

acres only, but a family like yours would better have 200
acies to make a good farm ; and I see every body thrive well

here who has a good family of boys ; they are, if they do

I they should do, really the making of a man here. There

is no securing land now, on any terms, but by paving money
k3
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down. A man who can work the axe, (and he will leam to

do so in a few days,) will chop down the trees ou an acre

and log them up in eight days : this work is worth SOs. per

acre, and is done chiefly in winter. When the snow is gonj,

we set to work and burn off the logs which we have chopped

during the winter. This is generally accomplished in three

days for an acre. This work also is valued at SOs. ^ acre ;

then sow and plant away from May till the end of June. If

a man ia not to go faither into the country than where I am,

I would advise him to take every thing with him which he

can, such as kitchen furniture, tea things, bedding in parti-

cular, clothes, (the worst rag included,) and carpenters'

tools. Carriage of luggage from Quebec to this is 5s. ^ cwt.

I could not presume to advise what goods were best to

bring out on speculation, indeed I would be shy in I'ecom-

mending any.

Wheat yields on an average here the first year, 15 bushels

per acre ; 2^ of which yield 112 lb. of good flour; 1 bushel

of wheat sows an acre, and it is now 7s. 6d. An acre re-

quires 10 bushels of potatoes for planting, and yields 150

bushels. They cost at present Is. ^ bushel. These are

country prices. Good milk cows are from £S to .£5, an<l

the keep of one, for the winter, would cost £'2
; but she

would be worth this, in a beginner's family, even the first

year.

?'

The following Seven Extracts of Letters are from Com-

munications made to their friends, hy several young men

of intelligence, respectability, and industry, who emigrated

to Upper Canada, from Buchan, Aberdeenshire, in 1831

and 1832.

I.

Whitby, Upper Canada, 18th July, 1833.

When you think of the toil required to clear a fir forest in

Scotland, you form a very exaggerated notion of the diffi-

culty of clearing American land. A first rate axe-man, who
makes clearing his trade, will cut down every tree on an

acre of such land as I have now purchased, in four days

;

and I find that Sandy and I can now clear it in nine days.

pre
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The stumps which are left a few years do not lessen much, if

at all, the return of wheat from the land, although I dislike

to see them, and by the fourth year, when the land has l)een

kept under crop, they can be turned out without any trouble,

as by that time they are rotten.

r

II.

Banks of the Trent, Upper Canada.

Tpiere is no such thing as rye-grass here. I would give a

large sura for a bushel of seed. They commonly cultivate

here a large grass called Timothy ; it makes a strong hay,

but I think of very inferior quality to good rye-grass. Clover

grows luxuriantly, and generally the white naturally on

cleared lands. The horses have been reported better than

they are : they are a light shabby blood kind of animal,

neither sufficiently heavy to be powerful in draught, nor so

firmly knit as to give them the strength of our fine little

punch -made horses that we had at home; I mean with you,

for this is now my home, and as far as a prospect cf inde-

pendence in this world is concerned, I every hour wish thai

you were all with me, and then we could go on together,

and never feel the painful thought of home and friends far

away, which alone can disturb us here. Oh man ! come
out—if you would only come, Peggy would come with you,

and if I had her liere I would laugh at care.

I

' 5|

):-i

183:<.

III.

Extract of a Letter from Mr. M , notv settled about

thirty miles from the mouth of the Trent, and three miles

back from the river; twenty-tvjo miles from York—
dated ^th June, 1833.

I can clear my land, and sow ray wheat, at less money per

acre than you can raise a crop of turnips with bone dust.

The produce for three years, without any additional expense,

will vary in value from ii4 to JBG per acre ; and when im-

proved, cleared of the stumps, and manured, it will be

double. Two men arc equal to manage 100 acres of land,
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nnd although you pay them high wages, about £24 a year,

(if very fine experienced men,) yet the price of managing the

farm is not one half so much as in your precarious climate,

where we are afraid to leave the stooks an hour in the field,

if fit to be stacked, and the money return will, at least, be
equal to any thing that can be got with you—and much mere,
and then the land is your own, and may be extended as far

us you desire, and no rent.

IV.

Ejctract of a Letter, from a Buchan man who had recently

been in the service of a Farmer, in the American State

of Vermont, written at Montreal, 15th 3Iay, 1833.

When Yankies work, they do so very hard ; they rise at four

in the morning—milk the cows—(this the men do here,

which you will think queer,) and in summer they do not

end their labour till darkness compels them. The quantity

of wheat they cut down in a day is astonishing, and we re-

quire considerable practice with their scythe, (which is a

grand tool,) before we can match them ; but on the dunghill,

(which they pay too little attention to,) at the flail, or the

plough, we can beat the best of thtm. They are not bad-

hearted, nor disobliging, unless offended ; !)ut they are very

ignorant, and have an early aversion to people from the Old

Country ; believing themselves by far the greatest and bravest

people in the world, and if any man dispute the matter with

them, or sneer at them, he will soon be in had breed. The
mode of revenge which appears most satisfactory to them

seems to be to cheat and deceive you, at which they are

very expert, and the little sense of n^ligion wliich prevails

among thenj, leaves no feeling of moral restraint where interest

is concerned. They have a natural feeling of independence

about them, which makes them always attentive to mine and

thine, but any man who leaves his own country should come

to Canada, and avoid tl e States. He will find in the first,

as valuable land as in the world—have a surer suj)ply of spi-

ritual instruction, and not hear his own country abused, and

be free of many taxes which the Yankies pay, and grumble

much at, although they pretend to be free of them.

Ex.
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V.

Extract of a Letterfrom a person formerly Overseer of a

large Farm in Buchan, now in Whitby District, Upper

Canada, of date 2d June, 1833.

The land ia here fine deep rich looking black mould, and
pleiiiy of spring water, which, in many places is scarce ; I

have seen too little to be able to boast of my purchase, but

assuredly the land here is worth more than double, as to

quality, the light thin land about Stanstead, and through

much of the State of Vermont, in the United States. Finer

looking crops could not grow than those which I every where

see, and being within five miles of a port, is a great matter

in an ill-roaded country, but the population here is thick, and

filling daily—land in great demand, and produce quickly

sought after, and well paid for. Milk cows kept in the

neighbourhood of a town, and well managed, would soon

reward the frugal with a fortune, but the women are very idle

and thriftless. I have one who comes and milks my cow,

and I give her the half of the milk for payment of her trouble.

If we had our own country-women here, we would soon

make a grand country of it, but there is no notion of doing

things neatly, or looking beyond the present profit, and that

is, in truth, I think, more than it should be, which helps to

keep them careless.

fn

I

VI.

Extract ofa Letterfrom a young Farmer who left Buchan,

with very little capital, in 1832

—

written at , Trent

River, thirty miles from Kingston, lower end of Lake

Ontario, of date bth March, 1833.

Roads are making every where. The Government is doing-

much to open this fine country. A number of settlers of re-

spectable appearance, and evidently possessed of capital

have settled round us, so that although we were at first
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ten miles into the forest, in less than three years we shall

be in an open well-peopled country. If we had our own
country women, we would have, 1 believe, every comfort

that this world can give—abundance of every necessary and
comfort as the sure reward of frugal industry. There are

wae atdd maids in this country.

We have ducks, pigeons in myriads, and deer, and no man
dare d—n one as a poacher, as at home sometimes happens.

The silence of the forest I like, and most country folks would
do so likewise, but some of the lads who have been in the

way of carousing with their friends in the alehouse seem to

tine heart, and soon shrink back to the towns to enjoy whisky
and poverty, when a few years perseverance would have

given them the whisky without the poverty.

r

VII.

Extract of a Letter from Mr. W. now settled in the New-

castle District, but written upon Lake Erie, while on a

trip to inspect the Huron tract, 2rf July, 1833.

You have an idea that the winters are colder here than they

really prove, for although the frost is very hard, and we re-

quire to have our hands well mittened, it is never disagree-

ably cold to walk in the open air, except when windy, which

is very seldom the case. The moonlight is almost as bright

as day, and the dry frosty air invigorating. Last winter we
had just three weeks of snow, and about a fortnight of bad

weather, when it began to thaw ; then summer burst with a

rapidity quite indescribable. The autumns here are most mild,

serene, and beautiful ; i ue showers are heavier, and the thun-

der storms more awfully loud, I think, than ever 1 heard in

Scotland, but there is a brightness of sun-light from the purity

of the air, and cloudless state of the sky, which you seldom

have at home 1 hope John will not be so unwise as to in-

volve himself with a lease in your country, when independ-

ence lies here before him if he chooses to exert himself to

deserve it.

If a few hundreds would join and come out together, they
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singlecould do much to relieve the inconveniences which
people find at first, and there is no lack of room, nor fear of

rivalry. Your Lairds would not he very fond to see all the

industrious folks leaving them, hut if any man wishes to at-

tain good wagos for Iiis lahour, or to enjoy independence in

a healthy country, with a far finer climate tlian you ever saw,

they have oidy to suhmit to a few days of sea-sickness, and
a journey of a few weeks duration.

K'

A BEE.

F.rom Doyle

The older colonists about you, if solicited, will come and
help at what (from the bustle and activity of the work,) is

teraied a Bee ; they first draw the timber together with

oxen, (provided that you have it previously felled, cut into

the proper lengths and squared,) and raise up your house ;

this kind of work is calle^ a raising Bee, and, in the same

way, assistance is mutually given in heating out the Indian

corn from its husks, in what is called a husking Bee—the

nature of the work always determining the denomination of

the Bee.

Such is the friendliness of the more established settlers,

that they will dispense with your giving them breakfast and

dinner, if your circumstances render you really unable to

provide them ; some whisky, and the evening frolic are suf-

ficient inducements for the attendance of your neighbours,

whose accommodating mode of assisting each other, and

of doing as they would be done unto, is highly creditable to

their feelings. It will, however, be expected, and very fairly,

that you will repay these acts of kindness by giving labour in

return, on similar occasions.

i

\

lu

ROUTES TO UPPER CANADA.

The usual routes to Upper Canada are by the river St. Law-

rence and New York ; both of which may be considered as

,i!
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frozen up during the winter months, although the latter port

itself is always open. Each has its advantages and disadvan-

tages, and the intending emigrant should deliberately weigh
these, and choose which he thinks will suit his own particular

circumstances best.

The route by Quebec and Montreal on the St. Lawrence
is the least expensive upon the whole, and as emigrants can

leach Upper Canada in this way, entirely on British terri-

tory, they avoid the high duty at New York on any goods,

or articles liable to duty, which they may be taking with

them, as explained in Mr. Buchanan's letter, page 24. The
duty on such at Quebec or Montreal is trifling in comparison.

The expense of the passage to Quebec too, is lower, from

the number of large ships going out for cargoes of timber,

and having extensive accommodations, when they are outward

bound, for passengers. Emigrants can either go up in their

vessel all the way to Montreal, or, if it stops at Quebec, a

steamer takes them to Montreal, as detailed in the preceding

letters. From this place to Prescot, the river is rendered in

some parts unpleasant, and sometimes even dangerous for

navigation, owing to what are called Rapids, which are falls

of considerable length, but not of a height in any one part

to prevent large boats from being dragged up them. (Jreat

quantities of goods and luggage are sent in this way to the

upper country.

From Prescot, steamers ply to Kingston, which is situated

at the lower end of lake Ontario, and from this place, water

conveyance may readily be had to any part on this great lake,

or through the VVelland canal into Lake Erie ; from Prescot

there are ships also which sail direct to many places on the

borders of lake Ontario, and even by the Welland into Lake

Erie.

Passengers may go by land from Montreal to Prescot, but

the less land travelling which they undertake in Canada, the

better, except in sleighs or sledges over the snow in winter.

The roads not being yet Macadamized, or rendered turn-

pike as at home, passengers will soon learn to their cost,

with many a hard jolt, how corduroy ways are constructed

and kept in repair. A preferable route, however, from Mon-
treal, is now opened up by water into Lake Ontario. Emi-
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grants can go up the Ottawa or great river to Bytown,
where they enter the liideau canal, which carries them to

Kingston.

The port of New York is open in summer and winter, and
the voyage is much safer than to the St. Lawrence : it is ge-
nerally also reached in less time than the passage to Quehec,
aa the gulf of St. Lawrence, and the river, are often very
tedious sailing. The Hudson river is ascended from New
York, hy steamers, to Albany, and its hanks present some
of the most beautiful river scenery in the world. Near Al-
bany, the great Erie canal commences, which conveys pas-

sengers to LaKe Ontario at Butialo, by a navigation of 363
miles. From the harbour of Buffalo, steamers and sailing

craft ply as far as Lakes Huron and Michigan.

Although ships can enter the port of New York at all

times, yet in winter the waters of the Erie canal are let off

or locked by ice, but it is opened some weeks earlier than

the St. Lawrence, from the ice melting sooner. The canal

is commonly open till near Christmas ; and after its winter

repose, it is refilled about the first week in April, when the

great bustle commences towards the western country, and
Canada.

The sea voyage is both safest and pleasantest by New York,

and to those unencun)bered with much luggage, or can afford

it, is no doubt the preferable one-t

The voyage is not commonly beyond five or six weeks, and

within a month, from the west coast, in a Liner, as the beau-

tiful regular packets are called, on board of which descrip-

tion of vessels, every luxury may be enjoyed in their magni-

ficent cabins, which can be enjoyed at sea, but to many, the

difference between 4^25 and jBl2 may be worth keeping in

the pocket ; the more moderate of the two being the expense

of a cabin passage with very comfortable accommodation from

Aberdeen—provisions included. When an emigrant furnishes

his own provisions, it is safest to calculate, for either voyage,

that lie may have to maintain himself for sixty days. If any

+ To those who can conveniently arrange it, Liverpool presents by fat

the best selection of safe and commodious vessels ; and New Vork will be

tonnd to be decidedly the most comfortable route for reaching the province

of Upper Canada.—Feri/twso7i'i- Second Visit io Canada, jusl Fublished.
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part 18 left of these providings, nt the end of the voyage, it

will be found useful in the journey up the country.

Inland wnter-c*an'iaf;e, both in the States and in Canada,

is low, but as there is a considerable extent of it to be gone

over, before reaching^ Upper Canada, the expense comes in

whole to be heavy, especially with a family, and much
luggage.

Extract ofa Letter from a person who went out to Canaduy

last year, now at Andersons Point, Clarence, Ottawa

Riveri Petite Nation, dated 2M October, 1833.

My dear Motiirh,— I loft Montreal the day after I wrote

my last letter to you, and landed in the house where I now
am, Mr. 's. He and all his neighbours have shewn
me great kindness, and if it please God to continue with me
the blessing of health, I have the prospect of spending a

very agreeable winter here.

I am now as much gratified with the appearance of the

country, as I was before disappointed with that of the towns
on this continent.

I have just purchased 200 acres of fine land, the length of

a lot from the Banks of the Ottawa or Grand River in

the township of Clarence, and had not this been a rainy day,

would have commenced building my house.

The lands on the banks of the river are preferable for si-

tuation, but in general inferior in quality, and double the

price of that a little back.

The people inhabiting this township are pious, ^oiSer, po-

lite, and intelligent. The lands are not of the richest <le-

scription, but they bring forth plenty of wheat, I idian corn,

bear, oats, hops, hay, pumpkins, rye, kail, cabbage, pota-

toes, fruits of almost all sorts ; and strawberries, which are

very good, grow wild in great abundance ; with many other

things too numerous to mention. Water is plenty and good.

The climate is particularly favourable to health, being very

like that of Scotland. The summers indeed are warmer, and

the winters colder, but the winters are every year becoming

milder as the land is cleared. We are not subject to fever
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and ague liere, ns they are up the country, whore the richest

land lies.

And now my dear Mother, H , I , G , and

J , I seriously and eanie«tly entreat you will come out

here, and live in comfort and happiness. This I can al-

most promise you. You can have no idea of the comfort

and independence which characterise the circumsiances of

Upper Canada squires. There m none of that palaver to

be observed here to servants which is in the States. We are

all content with the British Government, and are loyal sub-

jects thereof; indeed little attention is paid to politics, it

being more protitable to cultivate the {ground. The passage

across the ocean may be tedious, and attended with danger,

but if it should please Providence to grant that you arrive

here safe, you will never regret having undergone the little

inconvenience attending emigration. And because I confi-

dently expect you here, I will give you what directions I

think will tend to your comfortable arrival.

Sell all your furniture, chairs, tables, pots, pans, fire-

irons, lumber, &c. Bring your knives and forks, spoons,

bowls, china and stoneware ; no crystal, for it can be bought

here much cheaper than with you. Tell G to bring his

books, albums, newspapers, ^c. Bring a Britannia-metal

tea-pot; plenty of ditferent kinds of threads, (we will raise

«ur own wool soon,) needles, and my wine-rubbers. They
wo'nt allow me to drink spirits here, so my toddy jugs are

useless. You may bring some milk dishes for the dairy, for

they will soon be required : you might get them made of

sizes, so that the one will fit the other, and all go into each

other ; they should be made of tin.*

Tell J and G to bring no tools with them, as

what 1 brought with me were of no use, not being the sort

used in this country at all, at all. Let them not get more

clotlies made than what they already have, for if they thrive

as well as I have done, they will soon grow too big for them.

Let them bring guns like mine, and 500 percussion caps to

fit, with all other accoutrements ; but nothing else of that

sort that 1 mind on. Bring nothing you intend for sale.

(•

"

• The best dishes for milk are now made of zinc, which has the advan-

tage of not rusting, and bears scouring better than tin.—Ed.

l2
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The guns should not be laken out '"rom ' ere you pack
them during the passage. They and all thii.gs not required

during the voyage should be well packed in chests, locked

and roped.

Bring forty or fifty yards of «erge, such as is used for

coarsor sheets, to make into smock frocks for wearing over

our clothes while at won. ; some towelling, plenty of blan-

kets ; bring your feather beds ; a piece of good strong stuff

for bags to hold potatoes, meal, and grain. I would require

as much'as would make 2 dozen, large enough to hold a boll of

meal ; bring fur caps for winter, get them very warm, (much
warmer than those usually worn by boys,) and one fox me.

Bring yonr candlesticks, snuffers, :.iid tin moulds for making
candles. You would find it very useful to take some coarse

strong drugget with you for wrappers^ &c. and some strong

moleskin.

You should onlv have one trunk each in the cabin, the rest

of the things in the hold of the ship. Provide a strong sack

to hoi . your bedding, &c. Have very coarse clothes for the

sea, buu dress yourselves when you con e to Quebec. You
have no occasion to go on shore there, for you will be no-

wise gratified with a near inspection of the tovvn> but on.? of

you will require to go and take your passage in the cabin of

n steamer for Montreal ; this will cost 23s. each, and per-

haps the sttamer's people will send a boat for you to the

ship. You pay nothing for your luggage from Quebe."^^ to

Montreal.

The besi way for my brothers to lay out their money hero

is in buying land, which is every year rising in value. Bring

your money out in gold, and dispose of none of it til' you

see me. Bring certificates of your having been Communi-
cants with Mr. .

Let none dissuade you from coming on account of y ;mr

infirm state of health. Older and frailer people have come

across the ocean, and are now rejoicing in having done ko.
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iExtract of a Letter from a Settler ai Zorra, Upptr Ca-

nada, dated 2{)th Jan,, 1834, to a Friend in Aberdeen.

My land lies within a quarter oi" a mile o*" the Thames, which
is nere quite an insignificant stream ; almost dry in the hot

season. It is thought by some that it will one day be turned

into a canal, whereon boats may ply in the spring and fall.

it is at present navigable some distance from its mouth, but

how far I am not aware. There is talk, however, of a rail-

road going through our part of the Province, which will

render it unnecessary. Our house is just about the centre

of the settlement, there are four families within less than a

mile of us, and other four little more than a mile, and seven

about two miles. Though surrounded on all sides by so

many families, and at so small a distance, yet we see none

of their houses till we go some way through the woods. For
the most part, each is in a hole by himself. Our neighbours

are often passing and repassing, so that we are not so lonely

as one might suppose. There is land for sale just by the

side of mine ; but the difficulty is to buy it. You could do

without land for a time ; lut you could not do well with-

out a cow< The'' are ways of working so that a man can

go on supporting his family until he be in circumstances to

get land of Ins own. I require to hire a good deal ; my
family being as yet u* ibk to help me much ; and of course

I would prefer giving you the chance. The con.mon wages

here is half a dollar per day, and board. A man who is a

good hand in hay and harvest time will get 3-4th dollar for

mowing ffvass, and a dollar for harvesting grain. (No money

can be »iad here for work unless in some cases in harvest,

grain oi* produce, of any k.nd, is the common i^ay.) One
difliculty witl* new settlers is their having to learn the differ-

ent kinds of work ; Imt in course of a short time those who
are willing get up to them. Another plan resorted to, by

those who are not able to get land at first, is putting in grain

on shares wit!^ farmers who have more land than they can

v/ork. This being the case with me this year, one of my
neighbours puts in two fields with me, one of rye, of which

be does all the work except half the harvesting—affords half

the seed, and gets half the crop ; another of peas, of which

|. 3
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he does all the work, affords all the seed, and gets 2-3d8 the

crop. I know not but 1 shall have to work so with some
one next year. I think there is no doubt of situations being

found for my sister's boys ; but we are not sure what they

Tiight get beyond food and clothing. It has been a common
practice to indent boys hero for nine years, at the age of ten.

They are fed, clothed, and educated during the time ; and

at the end get some suits of clothes, a yoke of oxen and a

cow ; but my sister's boys being further advanced, they would
of course be engaged on other terms. They will soon learn

the work, aiid soon be able for it ; and a young man capable

of doing the work lievo will obtain wages from 130 to 140
dollars a year. As to my sister herself, 1 think she might

<lo well. There is no taught Midwife here, nor in any of

the settlements round, as far as I know ; and one is very

much wished for, almost all the women in our settlement

have been expressing a wish that such a one were here. The
women here are very prolific. She would sometimes have

a chance o be employed in such cases as sick-nurse, sis a

woman in ihat line can scarcely be had here. Grandmothers
trade (knitting stockings) does well here; ^a dollar for knitting

a pair of socks that reach a littie way above one's ancle.

We suppose she could earn it in a day. She need bring no
worsted here, every one affords their own, some marled and
white cotton might be a good thing to bring, if she could do
it. It is difficult to get knitting done here. As to the

samples you sent, the duck and drill I think would well well

here ; if you had njoney to lay out farthor, you might double

it in any kind of produce, but not in cash. Striped shirting

would more than double itself. Here, a dollar's worth of

produce would be got for a shirt that A. B. says would cost

only 2 shillings in Aberdeen. We should be very happy to

have some gooseberry plants, as we have none here but those

growing wild in the woods. We have abundance of excel-

lent currants. Mrs. directs me to tell you that she

has been a great deal healthier here than when in Aberdeen ;

and she has had no nervous complaints. I have been extremely

healthy myself. My clothes that were sufficiently roomy
for me in Aberdeen will scarcely go on, and yet I have

sweated a great deal more since I camn here than during

the last years tliat I was there. Sometimes when chopping
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in summer, I have taken off my shirt and wnmg it, and put
it on again and chopped away. The boys also have been
very healthy. They have not had so much as a bad cold.

If you come, bring all the pots, pans, kettles, crooks, and
bellowses you have got. VVe regretted parting witli such

things for the trifle which we got for them. A pound weight
of whited brown ravelings, or some such sewing threads, will

be verv useful.

Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in 3Iichijan, to

his Brother in Aberdeen.
[| Two other Letters, from the

same person, tvill he found at pages 30 <!^ 31.]

!=!tate of Michigan, Gull Prairie, 28th Jan. 1834.

I have this day received your letter of the 16th October, and
have this i^omeut finished reading it. I felt as if I could

answer all your questions satisfactorily—as to wild Indians,

bears, tiger*:^ horrid flies, eagles, &c., your notions are utterly

ivnd truly visionary. For all that I liave travelled in this

country, I have never seen any thing more f""'Iitful than a

deer skipping and bounding through the forest, and turning

again to take a look of you. The Indians are a harmless

and gentle race of beings, with rs much natural politeness,

civility, and honour, as your higkdanders ; and 1 have not

heard of one single crime tliey have committed, although they

Iiave received great injuries ; however, they arc to leave this

country this present y ; •.
, they having sold all their lands,

for which I am more or 'unn other- '"e. There is no more

real cause of fear I;i ;: " oc intry than in the one you are in.

As to the character and ,
v- ,in:.'rs of the people, in this neigh-

bourhood, 1 shall describe i.em as truly and impartially as

I can. lirst then, to begin with the females—their condi-

tion is decidedly preferable to that of the same class in your

country—their constitutions in general more delicate—they

are not allowed to do any drudgery work—their wood is

chopped, their water drawn, their cows milked—by the

men ! They are polite, without aF.'Ctation ; homely, with-

out coarseness ; ..ndly, and fond of visiting, without being

intrusive, and all .•> lably -\'ell edivated. As for female ser-
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vants, there are none. Every one expects and can command
the treatment of an equa], but there are always young gu']8

who will hire out, for a few months, in case of sickness, &c<

and the neighbours are very friendly in such cases. The
wives of farmers in America are decidedly more cleanly,

possess more of the conveniences and luxuries of life, have

fewer anxieties ; and a Mother can see her children receive

a good useful education, learning to be active and useful to

their parents, without the least anxiety for their future wel-

fare and independence, and may ultimately see them com-
fortably settled around them.

Here you throw aside a load of ^r'de, (which you have no

idea of the burden of until you get j
/* it,) and that eager

desire to rise in the world, and to ass*. with higher com-
pany, to get clear of which I say is a vvuild of heart's-ease ;

and that fear for the future, unfortunately so common in your

country, is never felt.

Another subject of no less importance is, this is decidedly

a temperance neighbourhood—where the use of all stimulat-

ing and intoxicating liquors are excluded. Temperance So-

cieties, and Temperance Newspapers, are spreading like

wildfire.

This settlement is farthest advanced of any towards Lake
Michigan, (which lies 30 miles West.) Last year, about

this time, there was only one house upon the plain, there

are now fifteen, and other fifteen four miles farther down the

river. Of these thirty families, five are doctors, one of

which gets his living by teaching a school ; one by making
shingles, or slates of wood ; one by carpentering, and one

by farming. After this do not say tliat educated men are

scarce in America.*

From the description you give of Stewart's Book, it seems

to me to be candid and just—but no words can convey

perfectly new ideas to the mind, unless there is something

similar to compare them with—hence you must be subject

to many delusions which experience itself can only drive

away.

I here enjoy better health than ever I did in ScotlanJ. I

* " Medical gentlemen generally secure a decent livelihood, but, with
few exceptions, seldom make money. The climate of British America
is too salubrious for Doctors to realize fortunes,^''—Macgriyor.
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can eat twice as much food, with an excellent appetite, and
can have abundance of every thing that is excellent and whole-
some, and much that you cannoL afford or procure in your
country, and all it costs is a little labour, which is necessary
for your health, and makes you enjoy it. I have 10 acres of

strawberries growing wild upon my farm, and five acres of

hazel nuts ; we have also blackberries, cranberries, plums,

&c., all growing wild, and will have apples, peaches, &c. &c.
as soon as we have time to rear ther--. We have pumpkins
to make pies, and water melons, musk melons, cucumbers,
and squashes, all delightful and agreeable food, and all grow-
ing in abundance ; in fact we want for nothing that the heart

of man can desire, excepting that the pigs and turkies do
not run about ready cooked, crying ' who'll eat !' In all my
travels, however, I have not seen any gold growing upon trees,

but very little indeed any where, and that difficult to be got

at. To all lovers of gold and silver, of fine clothes, and
high pretensions, who expect to make fortunes, and drive

their carriage, have servants in waiting, and their neighboura

take oft' their hats to them, I say, once for all, keep away,

far away, from America and Americans. If you wish to en-

joy equality, social and intelligent neighbours, with inde-

pendence from all supercilious and brow-beating superiors,

independence from cares and poverty, I would say come here.

I will here enumerate p.!! the evils you will have to en-

counter. There is first /our sea-voyage, then the expense

of travelling, and the occupations you will perhaps think

mean for six months or so ; then there are mosquitoes or

midges, for some time in summer and during very fine wea-

ther ; then there is fever, ague, pnd boils caused by change

of climate. I did not feel the heat at all oppressive last

summer, and the winter is not severe ; upon the whole I

prefer the climate to yours.

Mrs. Trollop's book gives merely a caricatured likeness

of the qualities most opposed to the feelings of the writer.

They are about as true as those the English used to enter-

tain of the Scotch, i. e. that they were all starved, had the

the itch, and were all sycophants, &c.

You are afraid of this country being swampy—now it is

as dry and clean as a garden, and literally without dubs. You
wish me to draw a comparison betwixt the Aberdonians and

'Vi



130

Americans. Ask a Hotentot, an Esquimaux, or a Prussian,

which manners he prefers—he will say, that of his own
country, until he gets accustomed to another. There are not

ten men in America but will cheat you if they can— that is

to say, they will endeavour to have the best side of the bar-

gain—and where their interest is concerned, I would not be-

lieve one word they say, nor trust one particle to their

honour.

You think the manners of the people coarse, rude, always

spitting and chewing tobacco, SiC, now I pronounce them
much more refined, cleanly and comfortable in their ways
and habits of life than either tlie Scotch, English, or Irish,

taken as a body. I say you will find them such, possessing

abundance of good land, a good climate, good laws, good
government, no public debt, no nobility nor titled paupers

—

universal education, and an aptitude to improve by every new
invention, unfettered by ancient prejudices, active and indus«

crious, and having a high regard for the female sex. I grant

that Mrs. Trollop could not see this. The Americans are

jealous of, stubborn and sulky to such people, because they

think that they expect a deference which they are not entitled

to, and which they do not give—if you want to ride, or be

rode upon, stop in Europe—if you wish equality and inde-

pendence you will find them here, but recollect that all others

are independent as well as yon.

CONCLUDING RE3IARKS ON EMIGRATION.

The readers of these pages must now be well acquainted

with the nature of the Canadas, and of those parts of the

United States generally chosen for residence by emigrants

from Britain. A country in evety respect suited to the

ideas and wishes of each individual who may intend to

remove from the land of his birth, can be found nowhere,

nor is there one where disappointments may not be expe-

rienced. It will be seen, however, that in the opinion of

many now settled in the Canadas, and worthy of reliance

being placed upon the opinions and details which they give,

that they have proved these parts, from which they write, to

V.
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be exceedingly well Huitcd for raising the industrious, sober

settler to independence, and even, in many cases, to afflu-

ence, which such individuals had no chance of attaining at

home.

It will easily be perceived that the letters here first print-

ed, as well as many of the others, were not written with

the most remote idea of their being published, and bear,

from their concurring testimonies, evident proofs of the truth

of their representations. They may, indeed, be as much
depended on as if they had been written by the intimate

friends of those who peruse them from a wfsh to learn the

prospects which Canada and the States present. The work
will amuse and interest even the general reader, and the

minuteness of detail must be invaluable to the intending

emigrant, both while here and when in the new country of

his adoption, looking out for a location. When actually

settled, he will be directed in his operations by its pages,

nearly the same as if an experienced and friendly neighbour

were at his side.

As the letters are from so many different places, an

emigrant will, most probably, find one or more from that

district to which he himself intends to go, and the advantage

of studying the unbiassed descriptions of those already

settled there, as communicated to their own nearest relations

or friends, need not be pointed out.

Every country or situation is good or bad in its charac-

teristics, in a great measure, according as we compare it

with others. There are few places which we cannot dis-

cover to have at least some advantages over others, although

they may also, at the same time, have some disadvantages

;

and the same reflection may be of use to us in supporting,

with fortitude, many inconveniences and unpleasant occur-

rences.* The sea voyage, for instance, with its attendant

sickness and want of the room which land-folks have been

accustomed to, is often very distressing, but how much

' The young and enthusiastic often form romantic and extravagant no-

tions of distant coui tries; this ou{{ht to be pirticularl^r guarded against,

or it will assuredly tnd in disappointment and vexation. There is no
perfect Paradise to be seen on earth—there is no country, however fine

and pro.sperous, without a drawback, nor will there be discovered any

country, however forbidding, entirely destitute of attraction."—/'ic&cr-

inff's Guide,

r
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worse off would ihey be if shipwrecked—if obliged to take

to the boat when far from land. The provisions and water

may not be so good or fresh as they have been used to, but

how greatly more serious would it be if they were put on

short allowance, as is sometimes obliged to be done at sea,

or starving in an open boat, with the prospect of death

—

straining their eyes for a sail, and fancying every dark cloud

on the horizon to be land, but discovering it at last to be

only Cape Fly-away !

The following is an extract of a letter from Sydrey in

New South Wales, written by an artizan who lately t grat-

ed from Leeds ; the reading of which ought to m.ive the

settler in Canada glad that neither himself nor his family are

ever likely to be exposed to what must render even the most

delightful country an abomination to live in. Many a one

is discontented, partly because he does not know how far

better he is situated than thousands, who, perhaps, submit

to their privations and disadvantages with more resignation,

and even cheerfulness, than himself :

—

" Rents are uncommonly high ; a house such as I could

get at Leeds for £5 a year, would here let for £20. The
place I now occupy with my family has two rooms, six yards

by three, is so low that you can only stand upright in the

part where the door is, and for this I pay 68. per week.

Wood for fuel is 4s. a cart load, one of which I burn weekly.

Water is carried about the streets in puncheons, and sold for

one penny a bucket, so that the water costs you as much as

your firing. I can assure you that both I and my wife have

wished a thousand times that we were only once back again.

The abominable wickedness of this country is so great that

we dread for the morals of our children. The women, taken

generally, are drunken debauched characters. Such is the

state of religion here that the most horrid curses and most

debauched speeches are the only prayers ofi'ered up morning,

noon, or evening. Daily 30 or 40 wretches, chained or

handcuffed in a gang, are tried in the Criminal Court, for

the most desperate offences ; and not a Criminal Court, which

is held quai'terly, but a dozen or twenty are sentenced to

deaths and others sent to the penal settlements."

f
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AlOiNEY MATTERS.

In arranging for carrying money abroad, the intending Emigrant
will have to consider what is the safest and most profitable

wayiOf doing this.

^ ".;h the most numerous class, their money will be easily taken

witl 'hem without much trouble beyond keeping it safe under
lock and key, and the poor man's little store is as important and
as deserving of care, in his own estimation, as the thousands of

the rich man are to him. With those who have only small sums,
irold seems to be the most profitable manner of transference,

but then it is particularly tempting to fellow-passengers and others

who may have an opportunity of cultivatuig an acquaintance

with it, und when once out of its qxyner's strong box, without
permission, it may not be possible t»v recognise one's own Sove-
reigns, however often they may have been gazed upon. Steer-

age passengers are particularly exposed to depredations, and the

same have happened even in the cabin.

Bank J3ills on London, or orders on some Rank of the country

in prospect, lie in less room ; are more portable even than gold ;

and can be known af^ain at a glance, or traced, and payment of
them may be stopped at their final destination, and a second

set may be procured, if necessary, on application to the Bank
from wliich the first was got. Gold may be lost by shipwreck,

in which way, although its owner may certainly be lost too, yet

his heirs at home may be able to recover the value whicb he
has paid for his bills. It would be running too great a risk to

take any large sum in gold or silver, and when this precious

metal has been exchanged for paper, the full value may be
transferred to the latter.

Bills should be t:iken at ten days o/Vt^r sight ; that is, after

the day on which they are presented, in order to fit them for

the mark( t, as it preserves the recourse, and renders tliem ne-

gotiable. These the emigrant will procure at any of the Banks,

Although the Bank Notes in America, or Bank Bills as they

are called there, are all in dollars, (in I, 2, 5, 10, 20, 60, and
100 " dollar bills") the accounts are kept in pounds, shillings,

and pence, ILiUJax citrrenci/, differing from the pounds, shill-

ings, an<l ])eiicc; .siarling, in the proportion of 10 to 9— : thus

.L'lO Halifax currency, is only equal to £9 sterling; so that for

flOO sterling, £111 l-9th Halifax currency may be procured,

besides the current premium given for Bills on London at the

M
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time, according to the rate of exchange, which varies from 5 to

10, and sometimes 15 \wr cent. If orders are taken on Quebec
or Montreal, care must be had to secure both these advantages.

Letters of (-'rcdit on the Bank at Montreal, and on New V'ork^

are issued by the British Linen Company, at their Head Office

in Edinburgh, and at their Branches in the provincial towns.

If desired, every facility will be given, and without expense,

by the Bank of Montreal, to the transmission of the sums spe-

cified in the credits on Montreal, into the interior of Canada,
where the Bank of Montreal have numerous agencies, at any
of which the credits may be rendered available, particularly at

Kingston, York, Cobourg, Niagara, Belleville, Perth, Ha-
milton, Dundas, Prescot, and Brockville. These credits will

also be paid at Quebec.
It appears from M'Grigor's account of the Banking system

in the United States of America* and in Canada, that the

Banks there are not so firmly founded as in this country, and
bankruptcy is more frequent. " A new Banking Company,"
he says, " has been incorporated at Kingston, with a nominal
capital of £100,000, and allowed to commence when £10,000,
are paid in ; and to lend money on landed property ; i,ue latter

measure may induce many an independent farmer to borrow
money to invest in speculations, which generally end in the

ejectment of families from their houses, and from the lands

which hard labour and economy enabled them to render produc-

tive." Speculations on borrowed money are always hazardous,

and ought never to be attempted by any who are not thoroughly

acquainted with the country, and what they are about. Slov
and sure, ought to be the motto of every new settler, even al-

though he may have an old head on his shoulders which he
has brought from the moth-^r country, full of wisdom in his

own opinion. Brother Jonathan is a sharp hand to have any
dealings with, and he has been always used to consider every

thing in its relative importance to a dollar ; which word comes
the readiest to him in all his vocabulary, and is always upper-

most in his thoughts.

No. n.

Various Names applied to local appearances, or peculiarities, are

current in the common language of the Americans, and intro-

duced sometimes into books, without explanation :—the fol-

lowing are given as explained by Mr. M'Grigor.

Vaults are deep glens, or valleys in the forests.

Caraboo pluins, are lands formerly laid waste by fire, or that,

Se€ No. V. of this Appendix.
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from some natural cause, produce little wood. They are also

called barrens, and nre frequented by tile Moose and Caraboo.

Cedar Swamps, aie deep inossy bo^^s, soft and spungy below,

with a coating sufficiently firm to uphold small cedar, or fir trees,

or shrubs. Such lands are difficult, almost incapable of culture.

Buffalo or Deer Lielcs, are marshes on low level grounds, over
which salt springs flow, and to which Uuffalo and Deer resort,

to lick the salt which adheres to shrubs or small trees.

Prairies are lands on which, from being overflowed during
spring and fall, the growth of trees is prevented.

Intervales or Bottoms, arc alluvial lands, along the rivers or

lakes.

Mammoth Caves, are Dens in which skeletons of the Mam-
moth have been found. (These must have been prodigious ani-

mals of the world before the Flood.)

Rattlesnake Dens are caverns in the basins of the Ohio and
Missisippi, in which myriads of living rattlesnakes arc said to

abound, tangled among each other. Of this circumstance I

know nothing, but the common report; although 1 have heard
the Backwoodsmen swear it was true.

Blazes are marks on the sides of trees, by chipping a small

slice off" with an axe, and continued in a line through a forest,

for the guidance of travellers where there are no roads.

Sugar ie, is a plot of forest lands in which maple trees abound,

and where sugar is made from the sap.

" The word Autumn, in this country, is tlie Full—a term hap-

pily expressive of the fate of tlie leave?, and worthy, perhaps of

poetical, if not of vulgar adoption. Why, if the Spring be the

rise of the year, should we not apply an equally descriptive

expression to the period when the law of nature, that all things

on earth must droop and perish, is urged in such impressive

language upon our thoughts."

—

(Cupi. Hall's North America.)

A span of horses. Two horses harnessed abreast are called

a span.

Concession-lines are those on which posts are fixed, to num-
ber the Lots of the Townships.

Bitters, any kind of liquor taken in a morning, ostensibly

for procuring an appetite.

Egg nog, or, as Jonathan terms it, Jlip, consists of eggs and
sugar beat up together, to which is added a little water or milk,

and as much spirits as will be equal to a quarter of the whole.

This is a common treat among the Canadians.

—

(M'Grigor.)
" Tree-to"—an American verb, active, signifying to make

any animal take to a tree.

Rare, is applied by the Americans to meat which is what we
would call rather underdone, and is not intended as a corrup-

tion of raiu, as we might suppose it to be. It is a word also

which is beginning to be adopted in this country.
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No. III.

A List of Works, relative to the United States, and to the Ca-

nadas. Those marked with a Star* are particularly recom-

mended to Emigrants.

Travels in America, in the yenrs 1827-8, by Captain Hall,

K. N. 3 vols. 2'/<t' statements in this Work are many of them of
a very important nature, hut some parts relative to Canada are
now rather out of date, and many of the Author's observations

have oecasioned mueh controversy ; bein^ denied by the Americans,
and the accuracy of a few of them qvestioncd even by later Bri-
tish travellers of c 'edit,

British America, by John M'Grigor, Esq. 2 vols. 8vo. 1833.
Including- an account of Upper and Lower Canada, Nova Scotia,

New Brunswick, the adjacent Islands and Coasts, with their re-

spective Histories, entering very minutely into Statistical details,

Forest Scenes and Incidents, in the wilds of North America,
by George Head, Esq. A very amusing volume of the Author's

adventures there, principally in winter. 1829.
* Statistical Sketches of Upper Canada, for the use of Emi-

grants, by a Backwoodsman—1833. An extremely clever and
useful performance on a small scale.

* Practical Notes made during a Tour in Canada, by Adam
Fergusson of Woodhill—1832. Originally published in the

Quarterly Journal of Agricultui'C, A highly viduablc book for
Emigrants. A continuation, or notes made during a residence in

Canada, in 1 833, is now added, with a large Map of Canada,
being by far the best yet published.

Hints to Emigrants, by the Rev. Wm. Bell, 12mo.
The British IJominions in North America, by Jctseph Bou-

chette, Esq. 2 vols. 4to. with plates. Comprising a great body

of Information, but in an expensive form.
* The Emigrant's Directory and Guide to obtain lands, and

effect a settlement in the Canadas, by F. Evans, late agent for

the Eastern Township. Generally useful, and especially so to

Farmers.
Six Months in America, by G. T. Vigne, Barrister at Law, 2

vols. 8vo.—1832. An extensive Tour in the States and in the

Canadas.
* Hints on Emigration to Upper Canada, by Martin Doyle,

with a Map. A cheap and comprehensive guide to the Emigrant.
* The Emigrant's Friend ; a complete Alanual of plain prac-

tical directions, drawn up for the benefit of persons Emigrating
to North America, by Ellick Rosier, 1833. Much in a small

compass, still cheaper than the last.

Wiltshire Letters.
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* Authentic Letters from Upper Canada, with an account of
Canadian Field Sports, by T. \V. JVIagratli, Ksq. 18J3. An ex-

cellvnt and praclictil/if nsifiil mitiiiiaf fhr srtllcrs.

* Chambers's Intormution for the i'eople. No. I. treats of Emi-
gration to Canada.

* No. IV. of the flame, treats of Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick, Prince Eilward's Island, and the ("anadas.

* No. V. treats of Emigration to the United States.
* No. X. treats of Kmigration to New South Wales.
* No. XII. is a general account of the United States.
* No. XIV. treats of Emigration to Van Dien.i.n's Lund.

Tlicsc six Treatises, which mui/ he all purchased fur less than a

shilling, afford Imth iiif'urmation and amvscment to thii Emigrant,
and are wonderful instances of the perfection to which cheap Lite-

rature is brought.
** Pickering's Emigrant's Guide to Canada—1832. Contains

viuch that is amusing and useful.

* A Cuide to the Canadas, by Andrew Picken. " The object

of this Work;" it is said, "is to present, in a condensed form,
for the use of SetIters, Emigrants, and Touri-ts, the most cor-

rect, varied, and complete information, tvhich has yet been pub-
lished on tlies" two interesting countries."

The Em'' u's Pocket Companion, by R. Mudie. This is a

very desira >olc for the Library ofan Emigrant, but although

a new ediiiuu nus been jiublished, in 1831, ilie Work does not give

the latest ini'orrnation on the state of the country.

No. IV.—DUAWBACKS.

On many articles manufactured in Britain, on which a duty
to Government has been paid, and on others which have paid a

duty on importation, there is a drawback allowed (or a return

of the duty in whole or in part) on their being exported. Some
people who hear of this, but who are not much acquainted with

Custom-House business, are apt, as in the case of the writer of

the letter to which this note refers, to imagine that on silver

plate, &c. taken abroad by an emigrant, that a return of duty

will be paid, worth looking after, but it will be found, on in-

quiry, that there is more trouble than profit in emigrants at-

tempting to make money in this way. The drawback, on silver

plate, varies from Gd. to Is. 6d. per oz., according to the period

at which it has been made, and it vmst not have been in use, but

be exported as merchandize ; and on all plate exported there is

a duty of 10s. per £100 value, which would have to be deduct-

ed from the drawback.

i
!^ Plate, to have any duty returned, must be proved to have had
fluty paid on it by passing through Goldsmith's Hali in London,

which the plate made in the provinces seldom does. The time
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also must be established when the duty was paid. Next, if duty
is returned on it, a Bond must be eiuered into, that it shall not
be relanded, and this costs 6s.

When new Books are exported, a drawback will be given of
the duty which has been paid on the paper, but except in the
case of large exports these things a e not worth an Emigrant's
trouble.

Extract of a Letter from New York, ofdate the l&thFeh.

1834, exemplifying the danger in Emigrants at present

trusting to the Paper Money of the United States.

The purpose cf my writing you is to say that we are all in

a dreadful panic here, ruin and bankruptcy being the order

of the day. I I'ave been induced to write you m case you
might have changed your mind, and come out during this

spring. This sudden change, from a ^i.ate of great apparent

prosperity to one of ruin, is solely owing to the unalterable

determination of General Jackson to wind up the United

States Bank. The Senate and House of Rep-esentatives

have been debating about the removal of the Revenue depo-

sits from the Bank of the United States almost daily ever

since they assembled three months ago, and have not yet

come to any decision. The failures here are very heavy,

particulpvjy those of S. & M. Allen, for 8 millions of dol-

lars ; Nivens & Co. for 4 millions • Bucknor about tlie same ;

Shipman & Corning more than 1 million— all tliese gentle-

men a.e Brokers and private Bankers. The failures likewise

among the merchants are numerous aiid heavy, generally not

less than 2, and many of them from 6 to 800,o00 dollars.

The affairs of the AUcn's have beer, investigated by Mr. Lee,

the Mayor, and several other gentlemen, who have signed a

certificate declaring that after making every allowance for

bad and doubtful debts, they will have a surplus of at least

half a million of dollars, after prying all claims in full. 1

believe almost the whole of the other houses which have

failed, and those which are daily expected to fail, are nearly

in the same condition. The Messrs. Delaplaine who have

come down for 7 oi 800,000 dollars have shewn a great sur-

plus of real property. The failures in Philadelphia, Boston,

Baltimore, and other towns or the sea-board are immense

;
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nor have the inland towns escaped the general panic. Mn
Knower, president of one of the Albany Banks has failed

for a large amount ; also the Governor of this State, and it

is reported here that IVir. ——— , t))c has indorsed

50,000 dollars of his paper v.hich he is unable to pay. Se-

veral of the Banks have failed, and a few more are doubted.

Amongst those who have come down are, the Washington

i.ank at Hackensack, New Jersey, and the Bank of West
Chester in this neighbourhood. About fourteen days ago a

deputation of twelve gentlemen wen* from this city to Wash-
ington, havii.'g been deputed by a General Meeting, with

memorials to both Houses, and to represent to the President

the etate of aftairs here. They were Introduced to him, ac-

companied by three of the City Members ; after hearing the

object of their mission, he declared that ten thousand Spa-

nish inquisitors should not con'pel him to sign a Bill incor-

porating the Bank of the Un'.';ed States, " Never," said he*

" will I sign such an act, while my name is Andrew Jack-

son ; it is a contest between the Bank and the liberty of the

world." The deputation from Philadelphia was not so well

received as that of Ne./ York. The president of the Girard

Bank told the General that if the run for specie continued,

it would be impossible for them to meet it. The General

said ;
" What w!'l you <io then ?" The Banker replied, they

must stop. Then said the Generj^.l, '' go home as quickly

as possible—stop and be d ."

This ruinous and disagreeable state of things has arisen

from three causes ; first from the evils of Banking and Paper

Money. Here we have little or nothing but worthless paper

;

the gold and silver coinage of the States, in addition to the

silver dollars, would afford an abundant supply of metallic

currency, but the truth is, it is seldom or ever seen, but in

- 'ims not exceeding half -^ dollar and under.

The whole of the Banks in this State, and in almost all

t}«' other States, issue paper in abundance, beginning at one

<lollar, and ending at 1,000 dollars. Th3 second" cause is

the Bank winding up, and drar.ing in its notes, heavy dis-

counts, &c. These genereVly amounted from 60 to 80 mil-

lions of dollars, which is as much money taken away from

the merchants and mechanics. The thinl cause is the pay-

ment of all duties in cash. In the, Bill for the adjustment

of the Tariff last year, Mr. Clay inserted a clause, com-
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pelling the merchants to pay the duties in cash. Formerly
they granted bond, and received 12 months' credit, which
was, in fact, the creating of a handsome capital to all those

who could muster a few friends, and find security to the

Collector of Customs. Thus, the duty bonds of last year

are falling due, in addition to the prompt payment of duties

on all goods presently wanted. This necessarily makes the

pressure much more severe.

I would therefore strongly recommend to all those who
may intend coming here—(farmers and mechanics who may
purpose to go Westward, excepted) to give up the idea for

the present, and stay at home until things come round.

There are several thousand mechanics thrown out of em-
ployment during the last six weeks, and many of the emi-

grants who have come out lately, can find nothing to do.

£ini|;rant8 will see from the above, that the States are not eligible for

them at present, and the letter proves decidedly the advantages which
Canada possesses over Yankee-land. The credit of the Bank of Mon-
treal, and of the Canada Company, not being operated on by the same
causes which now so distress the credit of the States, cannot be any
wise aftected. Capitali^ts, great and small, will find their funds more
valuable than before this state of things took place.—Ed.

II
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ERRATUM.
Page 56, line 7th from the bottom, for 1 ^ inih rod, read

j^
inch rod.

The extra link to be 3^, inches Ions;. ,•-

Page 130, first line, for Prussian, read Russian. '

., .'!.

.-,.-i(

D. Chalmers & Co. Primiii-,

Aberdeen.
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