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upon the Sunday traffic, as upon that of
the other days of the week ; and third, that
the Sunday service shall be subject to the
regulations of the City Engineer exactly as
that of other days. The firat point is of
special importance, both in its relation to
the interesta of the employees, and as in-
volving a far-reaching sanitary and moral
principle,  The other two are legal queg-
tions in which it may be that the city’s
rights are already secure, but a clear under-
standing at the outset may prevent costly
litigation with the bad blood it is pretty
sure to engender. It surely devolves upon
the Mayor and Council to see to it that no
loophole is left for escape from the legal
and moral obligations of the Company to
its employees and to the city. If these
points are neglected, a worse blunder than
any that has hithert> been committed, will
lie 8t the door of the guardians of the city’s
interests.

A motion providing in effuct that the
Irish representatives in the Imperial Par-
liament under the Home Rule arrangement
should not be permitted to vote on any
question except motions that may be made
in amendment of the Home Rule Bill, was
negatived in the British Commons by a
mujority of only forty. During the debate
which arose on this motion, Mr, Chamber-
lain declared that the only just arrangement
would be the total exclusion of the Irish
members from Westminster. To most Can-
adians, accustomed to the working of the
federal system, it must seem marvellous that
Conservatives and Unionists in England,
anxious above all things to conserve the
unity of the Empire, could for a moment
contemplate the exclusion of the represent-
atives of Ireland from the great Council of
the nation. Such exclusion would do more
than anything else of which we can con-
ceive to promote the real separation of
Ireland from the Empire. Irishmen would
naturally cease to take any special interest
in the affairs of a Parliament in whose
deliberations they had no voice. Instead
of being gradually won over, under the
conciliatory influence of the policy which
removes old causes of exasperation and
leaves them free to manage their own local
affairs, to the position of loyal subjicts
of the Empire, they would be placed
under the circumstances most favor-
able to the decay of whatever national
feeling they may now possess. Toey would
bave a fresh grievance in being held
rosponsible for the oharacter and effests of

legislation in which they had no voice.
The old cry, * Taxation without represent-
ation is tyranny,” would soon be raised,
and would probably be the precursor of &
movement for absolute independence. In
the face of such consequences, the danger
of meddlesome or tactioue interference by
Irish members in qudstions local to other
portions of the United Kingdom sinks into
comparative insignificance. Should ~such
interference ever become troublesome, some
remedy would apeedily be tevised, but the
alienation of Ireland from Imperial interests
would be permaunent and its consequences
irremediable.

An instructive object-lesson with re.
gard to the folly and wickedness of retalia-
tory tariffs is now being set before the
world in the tariff war between Russia and
Germany. It is evidently & war between
the politicians of the two countries. A
fow men at the head of the respective -
governments are venting their mutaal
pigues at the expense of the masses of the
people of the two countries. What could
be more unstatesmanlike ¥ The industrious
citisens of the two countries are in con-
sequsnce of the jealousies or rivalries of
their political leaders, prevented from buy-
ing from each other freely the things which
it would be to their mutual sdvantage to
buy, and from selling to emch other the
things which it would be to their mutual
advantage to sell! Such is Europesn
statesmanship in the last decade of the
pineteenth century. Is it to be wondered
at that Socislism is making rapid growth
in the one country and Nihilism in the
other? It is protty safe to predict that the
day is not far distant when the people will
take such matters into their own hands
and inaist that the necassaries of life shall
not be made artificially dear, and the ex-
change of products artificially difficult, to
gratify the piques, or prejudices, or pur-
blind economica! t-aditions of the men at
the head of the State, Au iron despotism
may make the process of emaucipation slow
for Russians, but the intelligence of Ger-
many will not long permit the people’s
bread to be made dear to suit the interests
of selfish land-owners or the false economic
notions of rulers, A more effective com-
bina‘ion of circumstances for educational
purposes could hardly be imagined than
that which is furnished by the conjunction
of increased taxation rendered necessary
by the Army Bill, the pressure of hard
times ciused by a poor harvest, and the
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virtual prohibition of the purchase of .cheap
Russian grain to supply the d.eﬁclenc?'-
The people must be short-sighted. indeed if
they fail to draw some useful mfe.rences.
At the base of the whole difficulty in Eur.
ope a8 in America is Lthe strange thing thut
the buyer ccnfers a favour upon the seller,
and that it is less to a mwan’s advantage to
purchase wkat he needs than to sell what
he does not need, on advantageous terms,

Those who think that Canadian Inde-
pendence is a more desirable goal to be set
before the minds of young Canadians than
permanent colonialism, which is about all
that could really be attained under any
possible scheme of Imperial Federation, or
political union with the United States,
have much cause Just now, to exclaim,
“Save us from cur friends!” Anything
more unfortunate for them, or hetter
adapted to bring their views into discredit,
than the advocacy of Mr. Honore Mercier,
it would not be easy to imagine,
thing could add to the misfortune of baving
an ex-Premier with so Unsavory a record
constitute himself champion of the move.
ment, it would be the selection of the
United States as the place in which to
push the propaganda. By far the most
effective argument that has been uscd
against independence as an ultimate aim
for Canadian patriotism and statesmanship,
is the belief entertained by 8o many per.

sons that independence must of
end in annexation,

If any.

hecessity
For our own part, we
are much more inclined o regard independ-

ence, 83 a present aspiration ang an ulti-
wate aim, as the mogt effcctive safeguard
against any incipient tendency towardg
political union with the neighbouring Re-
public. To have g movement in the
direction of independence

altempted, by one whose pas
the Premier of g Canadian Pro
8ay the least, failed to place
and Bincerity above suspicion, i
To have such a leader, self.ap
mence his campaign to
international boundary,
most effective means whi
devised to bring it int,
outset, If Mr, Mercier chooses to pose ag
the champion of Canadian Independence,
no one has power or right to hinder him
from doing as he will. Byt those who
intelligently desire to see the ctange
effected in honour and good will; at the
proper moment, will unite in crying out,
“ Not with such champions.” When the
change comes, it must take place with the
full consent and hearty sympathy of the
Mother Ceuntry. The friendship of the
United States wil] always be desirable, but
to invoke foreign sympathy, as if for the
oppressed escaping frcm a house of bond.
age, i3 to put all friends of indeperdence

in a false position which they will re-
fuse to occupy,

started, or
t history ag
vince hag, to
his integrity
8 bad enough,
pointed, com.-
the south of the
makes it about the
ch could have been
o disrepute g the
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Among the many changed and changing
conditions which add to the intricacies of
Present day social and industrial problems,
the increase of competition consequent
upon the increase of population is not al-
ways sufficently taken into the account.
We sometimes read dissertations in which
the results of a certain economic system are
compared with those of that which it may
have superseded, no account being made
of the fact that there are now half-a-dozen
competitors for the given employmer.t
when there used to be but two or three.
Without attempting any general discussion
of the way in which the great economic
questions of the day are complicatcd by the
ever-increasing numbers of those who are
struggling for the means of subsistence, a
discussion for which our space is wholly in-
adequate, we may mention a single case
by way of illustrating how the fact referred
to adds to the perplexities of the student of
sociological problems, We hear many
warm denunications of the “sweating” pro-
cesges, which are the means by which the
marvellously cheap clcthing  and other

articles in common use are produced. In

80 far as this ‘““sweating ” is the outcome

of the heaitlessness and greed of the middle-
man who coing money out of the necessities
of the poor, by compelling them to work at
starvation wages for hig enrichment,

no
terms of condemnation can be too strong.
The man, be he middleman or mjl.
lionaire,

who grinds the faces of the
poor by appropriating more than his right-
ful share of the products of their toil ig a
rcbber and a murderer,  If any legitimate
pressure can be brought to kLear to compel
him to disgorge his unjust gains, or to pay
labour its righiful due, every good man
and woman should aid in applying such
pressure, at whatever cost, whether of
higher goods or of personal inconvenience,

But when we are taught to regard the
goods manafactured by cheap labour, ag
accursed, and to refuse to purchage them,
or to patronize the mammoth shops which
8re supposed to deal in them, we are con-
strained to stop and ask questions. Dread.
ful as it is for the poor needlewoman in the
east end of London to be forced to work
like a slave for thrce half pence an hour,
would be still more terrible for her ta
deprived of an opportunity to work at
Most of us would prefer, for reasons which
we reed not stop to enalyze, life sustained
on the plairest focd and under the hardest
conditions to absolute starvation. There
is som. thing very pitiful and tragic in the
distrust with which the poor
cking out a miserable subsist,
gard the well.meant « fforts of
to punish their cmployers,
poiLt of view, a doubtful cl

their poor means of livelih
lute

it
be
all,

wretches thus
ence often re.
philanthropists
1t is, from their
1arity to cvt off
ood, if an abgg.
‘ack of employment is to take ita place,
It is but the operation of the simplest
economic law which brings it about that

. 1a of

an article ©
an

edem reﬂ"h

ther®

the

evcry reduction in the cost O:h
comfort or luxury ircreases hin the
that article by bringing it W a

n
ers, &
of a larger numbecr of ccnsumers

o
by creates more employmelfl \ except—
makers of ic. Every one ;is super Bf
perhaps the few whose wea]t. o be 0
dant, purchases many an 8! t“:]
its cheapness, which lfe Won
purchased had the price be‘;{ ) "
hundred per cent. higher. it t
it the one case he can affor
other he could not have done 8% o
is this : Whatever cheapens [I; o8 18 t0
increases saler, and to increase eto

5

if cb
increase employment. Henceuse uapeI
purchase a cheap article bec8US® ™ .
: “ 1 tIng)y bicle
it to be a product of *swe r

arer m
at the same time purchase & S;uce gul
of the same kind, I simply T :

t and make atio?
total of employmen v

tar
dition of those who work for ® rel.lot
wages worse instead of be“e"’, ord fen‘d"ng
apologizing for the ' sweater, orely mrﬂ;t
the cheap counter. We are r:,ling tba'
a moral perplexity and poid | 8 rv .
the condition of those who tol 0d

our V1 if
tion wages is nct improved by pro uctﬁs ”
resolve n(t to buy their Cheaphausts jtee
our feeble philanthropy €
with that resolve.

R

The leading place in the CM;ZOI‘ "
azine for August is given t.'JO i (oS wl}
in which, with some a.billthJ ' vﬂaﬂh{;
somewhat faulty rhetoric, Mr. ;on m
C.E, defends Sir John Thomp o g
critics, It is fair to B“Ppo,tes else o
O’Hanly knows whereof he ¥ r:’E“ d hie
should 'have been dispOBed -t(:hni ) IF .
article as a tilt against & W‘:‘o aundt‘:l’ic
certainly no compliment 560 u -
politics to essay a formal delens aving o
man against such charges 8 - nsthe
braced Roman Catholicism 8% eco®® 1o
political preferment, or hﬂ"mginee f o
tool of Jesuitism, the .110“1‘1 - detb"
Roman Catholics, and the-l" a Xn“y t0 w0
laid plot to hand over tt.us c(:)d enol t‘lb s
Pope, etc. Any stick is g"_bh snd ¥
beat a political opponent Wi rg’u“’enw’eeﬂ
quite likely that all these AF&" et
substitutes for arguments, ¢be e
used on occasion by members 0 er #
tion.  But Mr. O'Hanly's PP,
judge from internal eVld‘:‘ie'
mainly for recalcitrant ﬁfd :he hes gi®
party of which Sir Iohn. 18 spect:  gpe
hence takes on a more seriousd .: Caned® bio
Was, we suppose, when even last a8 pf‘tho
Roman Catholic vite was siddif’g fﬂy
nearly a solid unit, at 'the ol er\'ﬂ": o
clergy. In that case it WO . 8 chlﬂami,
tarn the scale, and so hecom Aot pc'tb'
value for which a very unsct‘;fzer oit 1
cian might barter even & couf( revers
But that day has gone l’?»' i;;nw .
bope, in Canada. The politic! - ho hopould
now turn Catholic or Jesu't l;,ibiona v
furthering bi: political am

-
disp M.afg
artid

L b9
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:;i‘:::::nmse‘)f s.adly lacking in’ that per-
first 7 'Whlc}l 18 supposed to be one of the
is ngtuahﬁcatmns for a political career. It
judgm unreasonable to suppose that the
inﬁsenen; of even t'he best of men may be
ceptionce bon ocea jion by religious precon-
stangy - ¢ the evidence in the chief in-
Ton pr8Ested is sadly defoctive, 1t Sir
€nce jp c:]mp?o? acted under clerical infla-
Estatey B'edmmg to veto the Jesuits'
great, -l“'. what was the motive of the

maj rity of Protostant members of

bot .
b Parties who voted with him on that
Question ¢

na‘l‘:ze?m WEEK, ag an independent jour-
onme r}ot ripresent either * the ‘kicking’
'Han] atives,” for whose benefit Mr.
whose ‘5" appl.iren't]y writes, or Liberals,
oPpons tZommtu!;xoxml function ” it is to
ave oy ¢ Government, we should not
At & called upon to comment upon his
U 1 ;ssln for ons passage, which seems to
even mF:me a the?ry of party fealty which
While s ent partisans will hardly accept.
bis gon, n?ember of the Government, before
s M:S(I)C:n to the premiership, Sir John
to c;rr » O'Hanly holds, “in h>nor bound
&bilityythout ax'ud defend to the best of his
i par, f.i pohcx .chalked out for him by
at andy 5 or, failing this, to take up his
conrgen walk out. T.here is no middle
may (; At the ’Councll Board a Minister
o augePP??e 8 given policy and seek a
termim;d Bu.b v.vhen once a policy is de-
aty of on, it .m. the solemn and sworn
out, o fi’:;ry Minister loyally to carry it
Seve h’ia e cam.lot conacientiously do so,
28 try ?Ot}nectlo'n.” Many a good maa
lattey w’ 1t is admxt.ted, may think that the
“ whetheould be Sir John's best course,
Sir Johx: gl:.u_ged by prudence or honesty.”
Opinion \ ‘ellevesf .the oppogite. It is
Boing ¢, galnst opinion ; and what are you
Question :N about it1” That is precisely the
seen, to. \ e are far from admitting, as we
Yuestiog o 1(:' expeot.ed to do, that it is a
that, gy .l0h adnflts of but one aaswer—
loya) p“‘: 18 nothing to be done by the
ju dgment Y man but surrender his own
ader, iy :nd ac.cept.; that of the party
n “X&’m 1 out objection or criticism. Taks
v"“igatir;:.o . :?Vhen the Parliam.entary in-
}ve Were struckwo )_wars ago v.va:s ur progr.eas
ity Maniegtag Wl?h the rigid impartial-
i Sppares y Sl.t John Thompson and
Whol, trutllll determination to bring out the
Thg o » let who might be hurt by it.
this, K commended him beartily for
°Pinion, u::)dwshen. llxe afterw?,r'da, in our
t0 savg rons f[;ﬁcm and specious pleading
timag, consy of his collea.gues from the legi-
defel\ded quence of misdoing ; when he
& 8ross gerrymander ; when he
e;*e‘[::rty iniquity in the case of the
®Nquiry ing, “":1; when ‘he refused a fair
lea dministrc 'arges against a member of
the Hous:uon’ preferred by a member
HE Wype d.dou his .reaponnibl.h‘ty, ste,,
1d not hesitate to criticize and

Con ioned
nlop
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condemn. Had we besn loyally Conserva-
tive, instead of independent, would this
have been wrong ? Should we have been
bound to sy, *“ Well, it is opinion against
opinion. S8ir John thinks his course iz that
required by loyalty to his colleagues.
What are you going to do aboutit ¥’ If a
candidats for the premiership may not be
Jjudged by his past record as a Minister ; if
his wrong-doings in that capacity are to be
overlooked on the ground of fealty to his
colleagues, by what is his fitness to be
determined ?

GOVERNMENT BY THE PEQPLE.

Hon. G. W. Ross contributes an inter-
esting article to the current number of the
Canadian Magazine on the * Referendum
and Plebiscite,” in the course of which he
points out that the former is already well-
known and useful both in Canada and in
the Mother Country, in local affairs, though
it has not yet beea tried on a Provincial or
national scale. It is clear, howaver, that
there is no difference in principle betwesn
submitting the question whether a certain
act or policy shall become operative as law
to the voters in a municipality and submit-
ting & similar question, provincial or
national in its range, to the voters of =a
Province, Dominion, or Kingdom. Having
granted the legitimacy and utility of tha
referendum, it seews very like making a
distinction without a difference, t» object
to that form of the same thing which is
called the ¢ plebiscite.””  The main differ-
ence between the two is that in the refer-
endum the voters are called upon to pro-
nounce ** Yes” or ¢ No” upon some bill
or by-law which has already been discussed
and adopted by some representative body,
whereas in the plebiscite the question with
regard to & certain proposed policy or
change of policy is submitted in general
terms, without having been put int> formal
shape or approved Ly the legislative body
which submits it.  This is what is to he
done with regard to the question of pro-
hibition in the Province of Ontario. Both
refercadum and plebiscite are thoroughly
democratic, but then Canada is a demo-
cratic country and Great Britain is rapidly
becoming such, Even so pronounced a
Conservative as Lord Salisbury hag declared
with obvious reasonableness that no impor-
tant constitutional change should take place
in any country without the aistinct
approval of a majority of the people at the
polls.  The same position may be taken
with equal confidence td>uching such a
question as prohibition, affocting the per-
sonal babits and liberties of citiz:na.

It may be regarded as pretty certain
that both referendam and plebiscite will
yet bocome firaly engrafted into our federal
system, Both are, probably, improvements
upon our party methods for ascertaining
the will of the people. But neither is free
from very serious defects, even from the
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democratic point of viiw.,  These defects
arise mainly from the limitations of the
franchise, When, for instance, the rate-
payers of a municipality are called on to
vote on a money by-law the voters may be
said to be the pcrzons mainly interested
and 8o the proper parties to decide the
question. But when such questions as the
extension of the suffrage, or the enfran
chisement of women, are submitted to the
people, it is obvious that much, perbaps
everything, affecting the decision, depends
upon who are permitted to vote. The very
question, for instance, which, as Mr. Ross
reminds us, was submitted to vote in
several States in the American Union,
viz., whether women should be given the
franchise, implied in its form and substance
that it was considered at least doubtful
whether they were not justly entitled to
vote. This gives rise to a curious dilemma.
1f women had the right to vote, they should
have be:n permitted to vote on the question
submitted. Had they been permitted to
do so, it is very likely that their right
would have been affirmed. When the men
decided against them, that decision was
evidently without moral weight in the eyes
of those citizens, men or women, who hold
that woman should be placed on an eqnﬂity
with men in regard to all civil and political
rights. On th> other hand, had women
been permitted to vote on the queation a:nd
had the result been a pegative, the decision
would have been morally invalidatel by
the fact that some of those who voted were
not entitled to vote.  This is not a mere
speculative refinement, like some of Sancho
Panea’s famous conundrums. The principle
underlying it is of wanifest importance.
Take, for another instance, the coming pleb-
iscite on the question of prohibition in
Oatario. The sound democratic principle
would seem to be that all citizens whose
interests are or may be directly affscted by
the legislation proposed should have a
voice in deciding for or against its adoption.
But how many of those whose interest or
bappiness may be at stake, will have no
voice in the matter

These objections are not peculiar, it is
true, to the referendum and plebiscite,
They hold good under all systems of popular
government in which the franchise is in any
way restricted, [Even were the suffrage
wore completely universal than under any
system which has ever yet been tried, the
principle of the objection—tbat of the
wrong person being allowed or .the right
person not allowed to vote on & given ques-
tion—would still be found applicable at
some ‘point.

But the fact that no eystem of self-gov-
ernment can be made perfect is no reason
why efforts to improve existing systems and
to bring them as near perfection as possible,
should not be honestly and constantly made.
It woultd, perbaps, be difficult t devise any
scheme more narly ideal than that of the
Swiss, under which the referen lum must be
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used in the case of proposed constitutional
changes, and in all other matters on de-
mand of a certain number of citizens. An
inherent defect of the plebiscite is tkat in
many cases 8o much depends upon the form
in which the general principle or policy to
be affirmed or denied is wrought out, that,
in the absence of a definite bill, one may
scarcely know whether to approve or con-
demn. Obviously, in a question like that
of prohibition, in which the decision may
affect the property, the comfort, or the well-
being, personal, domestic,
wan and womsn in the lg
cases that of women even
than that of men,

ballot on grounds of
is 80 far an obvious
standard of justice,

or social, of every
nd, and in many
more profoundly
any restriction of the
property, class, or sex,
falling short of an ideal
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BOOKS.
Who amon s 1o

€ us has not been overwhelmed

with a feeling of awe ag he ha

inds himself gur.
rounded by a wilderness of books ¢
beyond tier in endless line they stretch—
hooks, some of them unknown to the world
even by name ; others whose title is

hold word in every age and land :

; some whose
influence has been but o bubble on the wave,
others  which,

like a mighty ocean-current,
have changed the whole course of history. The
very alr is redolent of the memories of the
bast. We stand with hushed voice and re-
verent mien as if in sowe great
thickly strewn with the
But from these urns h
can never die, and w
ever beckons us op to,
For, as the great Blin
hook i the Precious

Tier

a house-

nminster
ashes of the dead,
48 sprung a spirit that
hich, an angel of light,
higher and hetter things,
d Poet says: « good

life-blood of 4 master-
spirit, embalmed and tre

for a life beyond life,”

The word itgelf « book” is derived from the
A8 “hpen connected with the word ‘“beech,”
because books were at firgt among these rude
Beople made from the inner bark of the beech

asured up on purpose

But thousands of years hefore our A8,
aneestors recorded their thoughts in books,
the Assyriang stamped their thoughts in cune-
iform, or wedge-shaped character,
tablets ; 5o many thousands of
heen found in the mounds of
Euphrates, and Placed in the
of Europe,

The hooks of the Romang consisted chiefly
of papyrus rolls, the papyrus
the reedy margin of the Nile. These leaves,
or strips, of papyrus were specially prepared
for the writing ; and the author, if he wished,
as we should now say, to have his book pub.
lished, sent his original to the copyist,

8 upon clay
which have
the Tigris and
great museuns

growing upon

in-
structing him to hiave so many copies m

ade hy
the writers, or scribes,

These copies were
then sent to the decorators, who ornamented
the marging and the initial words of chapters,
and whg passed the roll on to those who
mounted it upon a4 round stick or cylinder, of
from cne t,, two feet in length and adorned at
:he ends wigh metal or ivory tips,  The seroll
S0 prepared was sont 4o the case-maker, who
made the cedar hox tq Protect it from moisture
and  especially from mothg, The pens cu-
ployed were shiefly from the Nile, and the ink
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was extremely durable, many rolls having been
disinterred after the lapse of 1800 years. From
the casemaker the rolls were sent to the
librarian or stationer, whose wares were ar-
ranged about his shop very much as rolled-up
maps are arranged in a modern school-room.
It is scarcely necessary to say that, besides
Papyrus, the ancients used parchment, vel-
lum, thinly-beaten leaden sheets, and waxen
tablets, for their literary work,
Notwithsmnding, then, the great expense
(we must never forget that the employment
of slave labor wonderfully lessened this ex-
pense), the ancients collected vast libraries.
With them, as with us, ‘“of the making of
books there was no end.” The oldest of these
libraries with manuscript writings was the First
Library of Egypt, the accounts of the mar-
vellous size of which scem almost fabulous.
This was followed, ages aftetwards, by another
great Kgyptian library, that of Alexandria,
founded by Ptolemy Soter, and containing,
according to one account, 400,000, and accord-
ing to another, 700 000 volumes. Its stores
were increased by the addition of the books of
the library of Pergamos (the city whose name

gives us the word « parchment ”’
200,000 volumes.

was the wonder of ¢
it was almost entire
Christian monks le
and the Moors,
its destruction.

) containing
This Alexandrian library
he world ; but in 391 A.D.
ly destroyed by a rabble of
d by a fanatical Archbishop;
centuries afterwards, completed

Not only had the Romans great public
libraries, as we have, but the private libr
were, in many instances, throw
public.

aries
n open to the
Many—in fact, most—of these great
libraries were destroyed by the barbarians who
overran the Empire from the 3ed to the 7th
century. The precious remains were preserved
chiely in convents and monasteries, some of
which posscssed from 1,000 to 2,000 volumes,
while others considered themselves fortunate
in pessessing 10 or 20 volumes.  Ofthese con-
ventual collections many remain to this day:
e.g., the eollection of Christ Church, Oxford,
and that of Canterbury., Although the in-
auguration of the era of the universities in the
12th century gave a great  hmpetus to the
multiplication of books for the students, yet
the excesses of the religious reformers in the
15th century and their zeal against Roman

Catholicism led to the destruction of
valuable libraries,

The most ¢o

many

lebrated libraries in the world
at present are probably : the National (former-
ly the Royal) Library of Paris, with almost
2,000,000 printed books and 150,000 MSS. ;
the. Vatican Library at Rome with the best
collection of ancjent MSS. in existence ; and
the Library of the British Muscum with its
million volumes,

But until the inventio
could be no circulation o
stand that e xpression.

n of printing there
fhooks as we under-
For the labor of multi.
blying copies was so excessive that only the rich
could afford to have a library. 8 precious
were the nanuscripts that they were chained
to the desks in church and hall 5 and s great,
was the work of making, copies that Aleuin, the
Anglo-Saxon monk, toiled22 yearsat transerih-
inga version of the Scriptures,

The history of printing is full of inte

but  time permits only
From  the mogt remote agea the Chinese hag
the system which they still use
upon |

rest,
4 glance at i,

; the stamping
from a block
This was, in fact, mere-

aper of the impression
engraved as a whole,

[Ava, 18ths 18%:

coodin the
Iy the Assyrian principle as exelllfl;fllml(‘fz that
clay tablets. DBat it was not un 1‘ ple tyPe”
there occurred the idea of mOV‘(‘rranged b
type which might, therefor.e, be 3(1 pe use
any combinations, and W}llC}‘ Cmthe applica-
again and again, This principle, orld, s
tion of which revolutionized the ntly at th
put into effect by two men appare ce Costens
same time. These men were La‘urenlberg’ o
of Haarlem, Holland, and (1“;’:2 o d iess
Mayence, Germany. From t ot rapidl?
Haarlem and Mayence, vhe new 9 Gprashur®
spread throughout Kurope—indeet of havitg
contests with the two the homor e 7%
heen the birthplace of the art. 1440 5 the
printed book appeared in about . g
earliest une printed by G“tenbihirty
copy of the Bible ; and a'bout o
thereafter Caxton set up his pres "
ninster, jole
With printing, newspapers becﬂt'lns hat®
Without it the Fourth Estate coul had. T
sprung into being. The RUI:}""“ZH( « Actd
true, their ‘¢ Acta Diurna tices, pub
Publica ” written bulletins, or no quet'placz
day by day in the forum or the 1::‘ n er.th
These were prepared by the cler d coﬂtame
authority of the magistmteS? at amob 01
notices of deaths, births, the edic , A
revenue required or collected, ne“:re i fach
other like information. They Wer® aze'ﬂt‘f
much like the Government or Oﬂ]lfl];’,i(’n‘ o"""
of our own day—furnishing, 1n ac T

pos?
ever

. ewWs:

. ' ic M he
ever a certain amount of Publt we OW° tuc
Venice and Germany it is tha . Die ﬂes

.- o g8
origin of the newspaper prope v of Aunth
Zeitung 7 and “ Die Relationen, ¢ 15,

\ ing in the latber part of 5 ais
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0 -
century, and containing an accouno ¢ ,sbf”:,
covery of America, of the c%t1>turf3 r O ,~wh01:U
tinople by the Turks, of the bur"'ltnei’“s o
of earthquakes, and many other1
interest.

In the 16th century,
Venice, at first in writing and
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of saying that the ideal reader can discern
almost at a glance the main point of an article
or paragraph ; possess lumself thereof, so that
he shall never forget it ; and avoid burdening
his mind with useless verbiage or extraneous
matter.

But all knowledge does not comg from
written words. There are hooks and books.
And there are multitudes of men whoe have
read but very little, who are more truly
cducated than is many a college gruduate.
Education is not from hooks alone—using that
word in its narrow sense. It is from Nature,
from the world, and from oneself. These are
in a higher sense even than printed records-—
these are the books whence we may draw our
stores of knowledge and experience.  From
Nature, whose leaves are cver open before us,
waiting to be read : the heavenly orbs in all
their infinite variety : ** that great epistle writ
on azure ground;” the rocks: ‘‘those pages
written by the hand of time with the ink of
death ;” the flowers : yes, the flowers : for (—
Everywherce about us are they glowing,

Some, like stars, to tell us Spring is born :
Others, their blue eyes with tears o’erflowing,
Stand like Ruth amid the golden corn ;
Not alone in meadows and green alleys,
On the mountain-top and by the brink
Of sequestered pools in woodland valleys,
Where the slaves of Nature stoop to drink ;
In all places, then, and in all seasons,
Flowersexpand theirlightand soul-like wings,
Teaching us, by most persuasive reasons,
How akin they are to humnan things.
Nature and from the world. The
world, with its cecascless rush, its feverish
haste, its vain pursuit of unsubstantial gain,
but yet its kindly sympathy, its eager striving
onward and upward, its history of the past and
promise of the future.  The world and one’s
self, one’s own inner soul: that at times we
may say

From

Stand still, my soul, in the silent dark
I would question thee,
Alone in the shadow drear and dark
With God and me !
These are the great books of mankind : far
more profound, far more potent in  their
influence, than all the written volumes of the
More than that : these
are God’s books just as much as are the Bibles
of the world; for they it is in which man
reads those things which he has transcribed
into written words in the world’s Bibles, and
these great manuscripts of God are still open
to us as to those of yore : man is still studying
their inscriptions, he is still deciphering their
hidden meaning.
So true it is that

Slowly the Bible of the race is writ ;

And not en paper leaves or leaves of stone :
Fach age, each kindred, adds a verse to it :

Texts of despair, or hope, or joy, or moan ;
Still at the prophet’s feet the nations sit.

J. H. LONG,

e & e

THE OTTAWA ¢ SHINERS.”

libraries of the world.

Some time ago I happened on the nwumber
of ““The Lake ” for last September, in which
an article appeaved written by Mr. J. Macdon-
ald Oxley, entitled **A Habitan Hercules,”
The article dealt with the Ottawa ¢ Shiners,”
an interesting episode in the early history of
lambering on the Ottawa, or Grand River, as
it was then often called, an employment which,
with the exception of the fur trade, was in
Montferrand's time (Mr. Oxley’s ** Habitan
Hercules”) the most romantie and adventurous
in Canada.
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Ara son of one of the originators of that
trade in the Ottawa valley, and as one whose
mentory runs back to the latter period with
which the mticle veferred to deals, T can write
with some confidence regarding the “ Shiners.”
Indeed, T would have contradicted a grave mis-
statement of Mr. Oxley’s long before now but
that T wished to confirm my own kuowledas by
referring to men whose memory runs back
much farther than my own, and to one old
friend in particular, a survivor of the genial
race of Ottawa piloncers, who wius well ad-
vanced in middle age when 1 was a boy.

Boy as I was, I had drilled into me a lively
sense of the desperate characters io whom the
Ottawa lumbermen had for years almost tawely
to submit, Indeed, the earliest vecollection
of my childhood 1s connected with one of their
characteristic exploits—the surrounding of my
father's house by a gang of those very men
whose innumerable deeds of violence had given
them & complete ascendency over the French
Canadian raftsimen, and practically driven the
latter from the river. I have a vivid recol-
leetion of the glimpse I got of the horde, aym-
ed with long pikes, who yelled and threatened
around the house, which was strong, and built,
like many lumbermen’s houses in those days,
of stone. I think I gec them still @ as well, the
stern bearing of my father, wlose Scottish
blood was up ; the barricading of the doors ;
the loading of fire-arms by his pec ple within ;
the fears of my mother and sister tl at the ruf-
fians would sct fire to the out-buildings—all is
more vivid in my mind to-day than the things
of yesterday. I have been in more than one
tight place since, but nothing clings so tenaci-
ously to my wemory as that childish episode.
Such men had for many years cionvied things
with o ferocious hand on the Ottawa, and
gloried in their misdeeds.  They conducted the
timber ‘“ drives,” as they were called, down the
various tributaries of the great viver pretty
much as they pleased-—all of these tributarics

’

being then in a state of nature, teeraing with
peril and alive with the voices of chute and
cataract,  Savagely rosentfal of any inteifor.
ence on the part of their cmployers, the
“Shiners " would lie fir days at one or other
of the numerous little ““ shebeens ” along these
streams, and when at length the timber waus
rafted, such was their iusolence that owners
were somcetimes unable to set foot upon their
own property, or having dane so, were foreibly
run  ashore. In those days rafts were not
towed by steamers as now, but were partly
rowed and partly sailed, through lakes and
sluggish waters, each being furnished with a
full set of sails and anchors,  These rafts con-
sisted of a large nunber of *‘cribs,” each of
which contained about twenty sticks of squared
timber, besides traverses and ¢ 10:iding~pieces,”
all being lashed together, and thoroughly
seeured by withes and chains, At the head of
dangerous rapids they were hroken up, and the
rapids run in single cribs, or in several eribs,
called “bands,” and such places were invariahly
the scenes of riot and excess.  When Bytown
was reached, or any other habitat of the French
Canadians, the  Shiners” instantly set upon
them and their belongings, and indulgad in
mutilation and murder to their heart's content.
The summer’s experience culminated, upon ar-
rival at Quebec, in a terrific debauch, where —
backed by their own kind, who abounded in
that city—they madc Lower Town a hell antil
their means were spent, after which they bor
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owed from their rueful cinployers, and returned
with soddened frames to the wilderness, But
the ““Shiners " were not altogether fools, else
the timber trade of the Ottawa would have per-
ished. They generally * behaved themselves ”
in the woods, and bging physically strong,
their axes told. The timber got to Quebec,
somehow, though of course xvafts were often
“stuck ;7 and if they did as they pleased and
ended the winter's work religiously on  St.
Patrick’s - Day, they sometimes did wonders
whilst they were at it.  Upon thie whole, how-
ever, their foats lay mainly in the paths of in-
solence and crime; nor was it hard to do
wonders in an Ottawa forest at a time when
pines were as plentiful as their branches are
to-day.

Coarse and cruel as his nature was, the
fO8hiner” did not lack the humour move char-
acteristic of his coumrymch then than now—a
drollery which was at its hest when called into
play by anxious or timid employers, whose in-
terests were, of course, in constant jeopardy.
These in their despair would somctimes tlatter
a “leader,” or make touching appeals to his
“amanly pride,” an artifice which was easily
seen through, and which gave instant rein to
the irouical temper of the man.  In this spirit
Lie would assume a sympathetie, even obsequi-
ous, air for a timo--a species of acting which
was fully appreciatod by his fellows, but did
not long impose upon his vietim.  Upon the
slightest provocation the mask was thrown ofl]
and the ** Shiner,” who knew his power, used
it as the ruflian, in such circumstances, always
does and always will.

Such was the state of things which existed
for many years on the Ottawa River, Bytown
being not the only but the principal scene of
the ¢ Shiners’ ” diversions, Iven after they
wers put down they were troublesome when
numbers and opportunity served, and some-
times, as in my father’s case, made it hot for
employers, ov stray French Canadians ‘“on
the drive.”  But the game was up, and when
at last completely cowed, servility natur-
ally took the place of truculence, and they
gradually forsook the river. A few stragglers
still haunted it, however, and as late as 1860,
on the Madawaska and elsewhere, decrepit
characters have been pointed out to e as old
‘“Shiners,” by raftsmen who knew them.
Numbers of them drifted into obscure employ-
ment at the various ‘“depots,” as they were
called, on the tributaries of the river, namely,
farms where oats, potatoes and cattle were
raised and supplies stored for winter use in
the shanties. In this connection an amusing
incident comes to my mind as I write. At the
head of a rapid on the Madawaska, a large farm
of this kind was worked by one of the most
noted lumbermen of the Ottawa valley, Gerard
McCren, a rollicking Irishman of the old schoul,
whoge knowledge of his countrymon was in-
stinctive. The rapids were heing run by the
raftsmen, and the Madawaska lumbermen had
congregated, as usual, at a primitive but eom-
fortable tavern, carried on, as such places often
were ab that time, by o broken-down gentleman,
who knew his guests’ tastes to a hair and cat-
ered to them with the familiarity of a friend.
e house had a veranda facing the north,
with an outluok upon the fields of McCrea’s
farny, in one of which a nwnber of decayed
¢t Shiners”’ and their kin were at work lazily
picking stones. The seats in the veranda
were filled by the lumbermen of the river, full
of anecdote and fond of fun, and the conversa-
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tion having turned for some time upon national
characteristics, McCrea, who was present, ex
claimed, “ Look at those men yonder. Some
of them are old ¢Shiners,” and all of them
are Irishmen, knit together by every kind of
association, yet I can convert them into deadly
enemies of cach other in a few minutes.”
And he did. He went off to where they were
at work, and, after some badinage, beckoned
one of them aside, had some talk with him,
and then returned.  Nothing scemed to follow,
the avork went on as usual, and McCreals
friends began to twit him and to ofer bets,
which he took at once, and then quietly went
back to the field. This tfhe he jogged an-
other maun aside, had some conversation with
him, and again joined his friends on the ver-
anda. Not many minutes passed before the
two men were scen to have some trouble ; an
altercatibn  arose, sides were taken by the
others, and all at onee a furious fight hogan
which taxed even MceCrea's authority to end.
Fortunately no heads werce broken, and a lih-
eral supply of whiskey healed all other wounds
MeCrea’s  explanation  of
words brought the vuction about was simple
enough and iy searcely worth recounting. He
told the first hand that he had heen watching

how a few mayie

the laborers, and was satisfied that they werve
scampin ¢ their work, and asked him, as a man
in whom he had perfect confidence, to take
charge of the gang. e said the same thing
to the second man, and as reason, as McCrea
well knew, would not enter in, the resalt was
as he predicted.
It is extremely doubtful if a single ¢ Shin-
is still alive. They abused themselves,
as well as others, and were intemperate to a
man. The few who reformed were a meagre
off-set against such & mass of undeviating bru-
tality ; though, in justice to the one or two
who did reform, it must be said they became
orderly, and, after a time, even respectable
citizens. :
But now to Mr. Oxley’s article.  He says :
“ A curious and interesting field of conflict
was the Ottawa valley between the years 1806
and 1850. From Hull to Montreal, a distance
of over a hundred miles, human habitations
were few and far between. Lumbering was
the chief industry, and this adventurous, ar-
duous business attracted to it a class of men
who had many points of resemblance to the
Argonauts of ’49. They were, for the most
part of either Irish or French extraction, and
when it is remembered that the former were
mainly Orangemen, and therefore the sworn
cnemies of all who spoke the French language
or held the Catholie fuith, it is casy to under-
stand that their mutual relations were the re-
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verse of harmonious.

“Throughout the long line of communica-
tion law and order were alike unknown, Might
alone was right. The raftsmen were selected
for their size, and the chief of each ¢ gang’ was
always the man who had shown himself the
best fighter.  Montferrand was admirably
adapted for such a sphere of action.  As guide
of a raft or foreman of a “shanty’ he had
abundant opportunity for the display of his
splendid strength no less than of that sound
judgment and practical grasp of affairs, which
made him the most sought after and best paid
foreman on the river. He soon becanie the
recognized chief and champion of the Canadian
party.

“1f a gang of his fellow-countrymen suttered
defeat, he was sure to be called upon to avenge
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1 shall he most glad to give my old friend
the information he wants regarding the ¢ Shin-
ers.’” He may well refute the assertion that
they were a body of Irish Orangemen.  Onthe
contrary, Orangemen were principally the vig-
tims of the many unlawful the
¢ Shiners” in the early days of Bytowqi--rank
Papists, who were finally stamped out by a force
of Orangemen who came down front Richmond
on what was ever afterwards remembered as
¢Stony Monday.” T remember the day well,
I went down on Saturday by the ¢ Lady Col-
horne,” and had to wait for her rcturn ou
"Paesday. T witnessed the abuse of Jhhmie
Johnstdhe at the Sapper’s Bridge, and saw the
final hlows struck and the * Shiners’” defeated.
Even before my time on the Ottawa many a
black deed was perpetrated avound the Zhau-
diere by the latter. In my early day they
were headed by men, some of whom after-
wards hecame decent citizens, the s, of
, for example. T remember when
was o terror to Bytown, but who afterwards

doings  of

hecame a respectable man.,”

The Johnstone referred to in Mr. Mauro’s
letter was a member of Parliament in his day
and the most promipent Orangemen in Bytown
at the time of the outrage.  He was pitched
over the Sapper’s Bridge Dy the ** Shiners,”
wher were, shortly afterwards, defeated and put
down by the Orangemen, asevery old resident
of the Ottawa valley knows.

I have now discharge d my duty, not in the
interest of faction, but of truth, in corrceting
Mr. Oxley’s evror. Ina portion of h s article
on Montferrand—a bhrawny fellow certainly
but not quite the invincible hero My, Oxley
makes him out to be, for a tradition ran, in my
youth, that he was beaten by Martin Hennes-
sey, a brawnier fellow still—he speaks of the
etymology of the word ** Shiner 7 as being un-
cerrain. I have often heard it discussed by
Ottawn men in times past, who were generally
of opinion that it was neav of kin to the faction
nanes of Ircland.  The old term ““ moonlight-
er,” revived aud in present use there, is sug-
gestive of the ¢ Shiner,” and perhaps a further
(uatation from Mr. Munro’s letter may, in the
eye of latter-day experience, satisfy the reader
as to its genesis.

““ H—— desires me to ask if you don't re-
wmember a relic which moved prominently for
a long time around Renfrew in the shape of an
old horse known by the name of ¢Shiner,’
the property of the above mentioned Jimmy
Jolinstome.  The “Shiners,’ among other law-
less deeds committed by them, took this horse
and cropped his ears close to the skull, and
shaved his tail, thus rendering him alnost
valueless. He then became the property of
old Ruftie, who lived near the Horton Mills,
and latterly that of Hugh Frood, who employ-
ed hiwr in driving his brick machine in Ren-
frew, where he was lonyg a curiosity, with his
cut ears and bare tail. Do you remember the
object

The forcgoing is a mild speeimen of the
““Shiners’ " brutalities in the Ottawa valley
By way of comparison let us
done by the moonlighters

[ quote a paragraph in an

MANY Yo ars ago,
see what 1s heing
in Trclawd to-day.,
English paper of
¢ Moonlichting in

a few weeks ago, headed
[KCerry

“ News has reached New Ross of a serious
outrage which was perpetrated lnst week at the
farm of a Nationalist named Michael Roche, of
Ballybes, County Kilkenny, The tails of thir-
teen cows were eut off, and large stones were
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»
fung through the bedroom windows, one strik-
ing the bed in which Roche and his wife wére
sleeping.” .

It would be more agrecable to end this let-
ter here ; but one or two obscrvations are in-
evitable. All this ruction in the olil days in
the Ottawa valley had its origin not in land-
lordism, rackrenting, or: the rest of it, but in
those Farbarous instincts whose contemporary
exhibitions in Treland hear a striking rescmb-
lance to those of the Bytown “ Shiners " of
fifty $ears ago.  The crimes of the latter could
not be ateributed, as erine is in Ireland to-day,
to oppression and injustice, or even to the
antagonisms of race and creed, for the ¢ Shin-
er’s” enmity towards his traditional enemy,
the Saxon Orangeman, scarcely exceeded his
ferocious hatred of the Frenclr Canadian.  Sin-
cere consideration leads to but one conelusion
—a painful one, but inevitable—that the Celtic
Irishman’s troubles cannot be cured by the
quackeries of his true oppressors, the profes-
sional agitators.  These men make too good a
hving out of his destructive instinets to cave to
see him tamed, or become an honest and eon-
tented eitizen.

Tt is almost certain that, if any other race
(the French, for example) inhabited Ulster in-
stead of its existing industrionws and prosperous
people, it would be the ohject of the ** oppres-
sed ” Trishmen’s hate.  Nay, it is highly prob-
able that if every Sassenach were thrust out,
and the “ oppressed ” alone remained, in the
absenee of a common object of hatred they
would turn upon each other and keep the nn-
happy island in perennial confusion.  The Trish
Celts present the strangest anomalies in Kwro-
pean Listory.  Brave in the service of other
countries, they have failed to defend their own,
Protected by the sea, with better soil and a
larger population than Scotland, they have
been unable to retain thar integrity as o na-
tion.  Much of the Irish Celt’s trouble in the
past has been attributed to unjust legisltion ;
but though this has long been got rid of, the
troublo remains.  Ho is living under precisely
the same laws as the people of Ulster ; yet Ul-
ster iy the abode of the things that make life
tolerable. whilst the “oppressed ’ hrood upon
crime. and perpetuate the old ignorance, apa-
Surely the leaders of such a
people are the real * oppressors,” who instond
of gniding their followers to the light of know-
ledge and teaching them self-reliance, flatter
their prejudices and intensify the antipathies
of a vanished age. If such a people, under
existing intellectual conditions and as at pres-

thy and despair.

ent led, were granted completesclf-government,
it is incredible that they would govern them-
selves avight—they would continue to be the
prey of the agitator, the enthusiast and the
pauasite.  Kven the Teutonie race, with all
its political instinet, has difficulty in steering
a steady course amid the breakers of wnarchy
and empirical change.  *“Trimmphant Demoe-
racy,” venal to the core, is cverywliere handing
over its sutlrages and its liberties to oligarchies
of its own creating, and uow finds that its
vaunted * progress 7 is simply weakening and
debasing the self-reliance and simiplicity of
the race, and, instead of tempering, is in-
tensifying the struggle for existence. Tence
anavehy is fairly on the cards. Yet the Teutonic
nations, with all their faults, ave the deposit-
ories of the ideas of justice and order aud will
right themselves if any people can. In the
meantime, it would be wisdom for the “op-
pressed " Irish to pay more attention to indus-
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try and education than to the tricks cf the agi-
tators. In the opinion of her own best people,
the true interest of Treland lies not in scpara-
tion, but in the closest union with Great Bri-
tain.  Mr. Blake, in his present political cam-
paign, has made vigorous use of the federal
adjustment in Canada as a strong plea in favor
of Home Rule in Ireland. But this is a falla-
cious argument. There is no comparison what-
ever between the enormous areas and distances
which make the federal hond a necessity in
Canada, and the close relationship, geographic-
ally, between Great Britain and her sister
island. The area of both combined would
amount to little more than that of one of our
‘provincial districts  whilst the political and
economic necessities of the United Empire
make it iinpolitie, and indeed impossible, to
concede to Ireland more than such enlarged
municipal powers as ave necessary to the inter-
ual development of the Kingdou,

Under such circumstanees, and if the idea
of independence did uot underlic the clamour
for Howe Rule, that is all that a sensible peo-
ple, alive to the well-being of their country,
would demand.  For, wmuch as the Trish Home
Rulers hate the Anglo-Saxon, they cannot
conceal from themselves that for better or for
worse, he is the world’s colonizer—a great
matter in which Ireland is greatly interested.
However recreant at times to his truat, he is
nevertheless the guardian of individual free-
By him an end was
put to the tyranny of things, and by him, if
by wny power, a check will he given to the
still more dangerous abuses of democracy.
His tinal cause, indecd, seems to be to con-
strain the conscience and energies of mankind
to the reasonable and practical ends of life—
ends neither above nor beneath the touch of
Lhuwmanity. But this can only be brought
about by unity, not by the service of tribal
conditions. There are cvidently men alive
who, if they had the power, wonld dissolve the
political union of Cizeat Britain and undo the
work of centuries. A self-styled Druid died
the other day in England.  There is a society
which commemorates the death of Charles the
“Mariyr,” and dreams of o vestoration. In
deed, itisnotimpossible that a proposal to revive
the Heptarchy would find adherents. Tt isthe
day of superficial revivals, of fads and fakes
and spectres, which sober reason condemns,
and which humanity in due time will relegate
to the limbo of absurdities.

AN OLD OTTAWAN,

PARIS LETTER.

The French fully understand the gravity of
the Siam imbroglio, and admit that what has
commenced at Bangkok may terminate in
Kurope. There is no use going into hysteries
over the hard conditions France has dictated
to the Siamese ; their reply to the ultimatum
has been drafted by a firm hand and a cool
head. The unknown elements in the problem
are, the attitudes of kngland and China. It is
for France to mark on the map what territories
she insists upon obtaining ; if her demands
include the territory claimed by Fngland and
Chiny, she is not likely to occupy it azainst
the protest of these nations, so that England
and China satisfied, France has ouly to arrange
frontiers with Siam. But when she cannot
close the Anglo-Indian voute to Western China,
not much advantage is to be gained by insist-

ing on th(, remaining portion of the Mekong
valhy
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There is the blockade question ; if a long
war between France and Siani be on the cards,
the Western powers may not be accommoda-
ting as to continuing to put up for an indefinite
damage to their commerce. With the Knglish,
Dutch and Germans oceupying Bangkok, there
can be no playing at protectorate in Siam, so
that there is not a great deal to he gained, but
very much risk is to be encountered, by delay-
ing to fix up the qnarrel with Siam. The
danger to be feared is amisunderstanding with
China, and compelling England to actively
join the triple alliance. Russia would then
have to declare under which King she lived—
Bezonian, speak or die. And when the powers
would be thus classed, the clash of the sides
would not he very distant.  Some French
people say it is Glermany that is working all
the mischief, to keep France occupied in the
far East, expending men and money, to keep
her (uiet in Turope - and weak —a seton.

It is odd that the Admiral of the Siam flect,
whom the French admit is not to be disdained
is a descendant of the graat Cardinal Richelicu
—his ancestors having emigrated after the ro-
vocation of the edict of Nantes. The Cardinal
himself was not quite an amatenr in naval
matters, and hence why he was cealled at the
siege of Rochelle, the ““prelate admiral.”
Siamese Admiral Richelieu is tall and blond,
and from wearing a Prussian helmet and ever
speaking German, he passes for a (German,
But he is quite familiar with Fnglish and
French ; he is a foeman, then, worthy of the
broadsides of the French gunboats. But the
odds are not quite in Lis favor, especially if
other gunhoats of France cross the bar.

A Frenchman, long resident at Bangkok,
gives a very fair description of the “ Venice of
the Far Kast,” less its blue waters, its marble
palaces and its gondolas. The gulf of Siam is
““deeply and darkly blue’" ; but once entering
the estuary of the sacred river Mcenam, the
waters become yellow. At the entrance are
the remains of the fortifications erccted after
the plans of Vauban, when the French occu-
pied that territory, in-the reign of Louis XIV.
All around the vegetation is very rich, in
banana an'l cocanut irees, in rice ficlds ever
grean and shrabs of the sams hue. At Pak-
nam is the famous bar ; here the castom hoase
officers first appear, they wear helmets with a
gilt spike like the Japs the Siamese claim to be
the most civilized people in the far Kast, the
Chinese not excepted.

Tt is at Packnam that all merchant vessels
ought to have their cargoes controlled ; by
treaties, no war ship was to pass the bar with-
out obtaining permission and
their guns on shore,” like passing the Darda-
nelles.  The river is as winding as the Scine,
or the Links of Stirling ; over the bar are seen
vast factory chimneys on right and left, em-
employed to husk the rice. Then comes into
view every formn of craft ; from every nation
nearly all the vessels carry the English flag,
hence the importance of British interests.
There are several jettics at Bangkok running
into the river, to which are moored houses and
shopa constructed on rafts, there are neither
roads nor bridges. The central strect is six
miles long, with branch thoroughfares, and
along which is a tramway. The river is alive
with small steamboats, carrying two to four

passengers, and that are hired as if cabs, The
royal palace occupies the centre of the city and
rspresents one-third of the capital in point of
size, but around the palace are grouped all the
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drive thesugh fts caburhs, Carleron and
Tusket, and it his thwe permitted, o «ail
from Yarmouth acrcss to Cape Fourchu,
not far distant from the shore oi  the
town  Ilere weuld shovwn  the
Hehtheuse, @ short degription of which
will here he aiven, for vhis  lighthouse,
and its resident keepsr are the sub’ect of
my story

he be

Un one side of the Cape s Yarmonth
Harbour; on the oth'r, the water iun-
ning ‘nland, emds in what is eallod Fnlse
Havbour, ¢o aveount of the obstruction
by a bank ol anud
And jrols to distingu'sh the
the other, that the lght was
this particular spot.
beantiful day n July, I, witha
party of friends, old and young, visited
the Fghthouse for fhe iirst tie, at
least to me. Owing ta the ebh of thel tide
we were obliged to spend several
there, amd
licar the

to navigation
sl rocks,
one from
placed at
On a

sl

hours
thus it was that we eane to
following story, told by the
keeper, then au old man of perhaps sey-
enty-five years of age, whose beng ‘orm,
snow-white hair and careworn face, told
a tale of lomeliness and sorrow. I ean see
him now, sitting in an ol arm chair amid
hald-worn cushiong, one arm resting
the fable beside Lim, as he begau :

It is thirty-five years since 1 1rst came
to this place, and thirty-live years Is a
long time 1o live in such a place
this. T was 2 Yodame man  then, {ather
of one of the most heautial 1ittle wirls
in all Nova Seotia, av least, 80 ahe was
to me. She had long, shining halr, and
such brown eyes, and, althomgh six years

on

HE

old, she knew how to read and spell as
well as most children  of nime or  ten.
Rhe was the last of four children, the

others having been carried off by fever,
amd  then their mother went, too. How
Mary came to be left, I do not know : but,
assoon asshe polled through and T recoy-
ered my  senges, which canme neav
leaving me durlng that dreadiul time ot
ross, I leoked around for some place where
I could live in soltude with my ehild
and  forget ufy sorrows, 'The doclors
thought a chonge of air would be the
hest for Mary, as she was never the game
ehild after her sicknege, so, when the Pes-
itton of lighthouse-keeper wias of ‘ered me,
I aceepted it without hesitation, I
poor, aml unaceustionmed
my daily bread, and
e agood one to me.

At the time [ moved ‘nto the huilding
it was about completed, with the excen-
tion of the light itself, which was to be
put in on the {o' lowlng »piring.

was
to work hard lor
the position seem-

During

that time I was to 19ve here free, iy
only duty being the charge of two
targe Iamps, which, when trimmed  and
lighted, were to be placed !n the two

windows of the tower every night, until
the new year, when the mwachinery oy
the revolving light would be In work-
ing order.

Those jirst summer months were plea-
sant ones to us both. The little one
seemed to pick up wonderfully. We gpent
whole mornings on the seashore with no
other companions, for our n.earest neigh-
bour lived four miles away. I orcupied
the time with sewing sails for a fiactory
across the harbour, and talking to Mary.
Sueh happy hours as she spent making
sand-houses, oply to bkee them swept
away by the cruel waves, just as death
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swept her from me soon afterwards. () fen
she wonld call me from my wark (o ex.
amine some ¢nricus shell or bit of rock,
which she had eowme aerass In ller ramiles
along  the shore, and I always hid gome

wonadteriul story to tell, of the iishes and

wernraids that hid nmder the waves,  to
which she would I'sten for hoars at o
time. But those days passed all too soon.

As winter drew near, she scewed 1o droop
and lose all her corour and hénlil, 1
wanted to take her acvoss on the main-
Lamd, but the doctor said she wounld he
AL righe when  the wara weathor came
rovnd again.”’
convictions, 1
a tiane,

And much agiinst my own
belteved him, at Jeast for
Then she grew  too wenk to
walk, and would lie day afier day on a
couch by the window, gazing out over
the sea, and it just seeiwed to me as s
she pined [or some other 1ife heyond the
old  lighthouse,

At Iast the convietion eame to me gra-
dually, that it would not be miany weeks,
perhaps days, before she would leave me;
and 1 spent as mueh time as T could
possibly spare with her.

The day which T knew would bhe her
last, came, It was the twenty-second day
day of November, a day never to be
torgotiten. Farly in the ol nng a nes-
senger came \rom the town with ord. rs for
me Lo hive the I'ght lighted ¢aily in t(he
tvening, as there were every mdications
of a4 violent storn botoye midnight, and
there were  several sinall vesselg hourly
expected. Ioreceived the message as one
i a dream, bearing the message, but not
taking n the real substance of it

The  storse  antieipated, came about
noon  that day. AIl the afternoon it
raged, awl by five o’clock ecomplete dark.

ness had set in. The waves lashed the
lightlhonse n all thelr fury, and  the
wind blew with a violence that threat.
ened  every aninute  to  tear down the

stag'ng that surrounded the tower. Leav-
ing my Ittle one's couch, 1 hurried up
the long flight of steps, and, without
trimm'mg, lighted the two lamps, and
placed one In ench window.  Then, with-
out a backward glauce, I hurried down
again, and took up my wateh by the
window, beside the couch of nmy dying
child,

She was  overy weak, ard ner hreaih
came and went in short gasps, Twice
when an unusual gust blew, she shudder-
ed, and I thought she had gone, but
she opened her cyes, aml smiled ren sir-
ingly at wme. Terbaps she anticipated my
toneliness, for althongh so near death, vhe
must have realized how much we had: been
to eael other during the months
hewd passed.

Ruddenly, while sitting there, the re-
port of argun reached my ears, borne
thirough the storm, sounding almost be-
neath the window of the room where I
was sitting, and alnost ot the same mo-
ment, the light, which all along I had
seen reflecting from the tower on  the
waters below, flickered for a moment, and
then disappeared. What had happened’?
The report was surely frofn some ve: gel in
distress, not more thap a quarter of g
mile away, and the o!l must have ;i1
burned out of the Iamp, else why had
the light suddenly gone ount. I gaw it
all now in a new llght. [n my selfish-
wegs regarding my own  troubles, I had
neglected my duty. In my endeavour to

that
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spend as much of my remaining time as
possible  with the only companion left
me, I had given scarcely a thought to
the oil  of lampe. Only that morning
the man who brought me supplies, had
inquired if there was plenty of oil, and
1 had replied, “Yes,” gsearcely heed!ng hix
question, or my reply.

Was there plenty ?

1 wag as oue bewilidered. Counld 1
leave her, alone anad dyinz, on suxh a night
as thig? Was I responsible for that ves-
cel® Then this thought; were thrre not
otlier lives exposed to the dreadiul perils
of the night as dear to some, as thiis
one life to ane. All  this  passed
tlrough my brain like a flash. As in a
viston, I saw the anxious, tearful faces
of mothers gleam with joy as they wel-
comed back their sailor boys.  Then I
Lesitnted no  longer, but dashed from
the room, stopping not for on» farewell
glan e, although I feit that when I re-
turned she would be gone.

2O, God help me to hurry,” 1 eried
andl in less time than it takes to fell
it, I bad the teeder in my hand, It was
emipty, so 1 knew was the cask, as I had
drawn the last off into the ifeeder two
days before.

What shoulkd I do? Seizing a package
of matches I alimost flew over the steps,
each one seemming to have a mesmerizing
power ol holding me back, us they some-
times do m dreamks.  When Irenched
the top of the last step, I saw my sur-
mises were correct One had dlied out ;
the other flickering feebly. The latter 1
seized. Tt was half full, but the wick
was tou short to reach the oil. [ had
no time to lose, not a m'mute in  which
to change the wiek.

Already I could see by the light off
(he distressed vess:l, that she was  al-
most into False Harbour, and I kn>w,
once in, no human aid could avail.

I tore open a window, and stepped out
on the staging which y tromainad aroun’
the building. The wind had no effection
the blaze, as the chimpey was construel-
ed for out-door purposes.

Holding on 10 the ladder with ona
Tamud, 1 shook the Gwanp wildly bhack-
ward and forward The oil thus reiched
the wick, and rhe blaze brightencd  and
(hrew fts yellow light over the black
water below. I could see the vessel now
almost om the rovks. Dl they see  the

light T wondered, for, upmmdful o' its
warning signal, they , were making

gtraight for the sands and rocks.

1 strained fivy eyes Into the blaskness.
| even tried to s:ream to them, but the
gound reached no farther than my IJips.
This one little blaze was of no uss. My
Lelp seemed of no avail compared with the
wild el m n wo King againg. me. And my
¢hild I could help. For one moment, [
allowed the tempiation to remaing but
oniy for 4 moment. With a cry ftor
strength, Ishut out all thoughts ol h:r,
and shook my lamp once more.

guddeny wilash of ligh!ning Mumin-d
the whole place, and showerl ithet
their danger. Almost on the imstant, the
vengel changed her course, aud steered for
the right harbour. puring the flash, in-
stamtaneous s it was, I had thm: tos:e
plainly the shape of the vessel, and knew
it to be the Raven, a packet, running
weekly between Boston and Yarmouth;
carry:ng both passengers anl treight.

Mhe lawfp had given its last flicker, &
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sudden gust forced it from my hand, and
it was dasghed imto a thousand pieces on
the rocks baloaw,  But it medde noe sound,
nor could 1 hawve heard it, had it been
{1he report of a gun. ‘They were sife, Jor
Lknew e heavon lighted theww on the
other side. I had done my duty, cost
what it had.

Them my courage failed me. I dared
not deseend, for I knew what awaited mo
{t. must have been hall an hour that [
gtootd, bali paralyzed with co'd and dread,
lean ng agalmst the window frame, gz
ing varantly over the sea,se ing anl hear-
inz nothmg.

Then 1 aroused myseli, and hegan me-
chanieally to descend the one handred
steps between me and the sitting  room
below.

It was ns L expeeted ; all was over. No
trace oi the storm raging without was
ghown within that room.

Sinece then I have Liven on amd on.
One year has bheen the sume s another
to me, only each brings me nearer to her. I
amr an  old man now, but for thirty-rive
years I have done my duty. Only thal once
did I neglect it, and my punishment was
bitter enough, The light that streams
every mnight from yonder window has sav-
el many a life from the very jaws 0!
death, but never did it do its duty more
faithfully than il that one :eeble blazd
jed by those few drops o’ oil.

* * L] L3 »

The old man ceased speaking, and drop-
ped his face o his hands. We all started
as from &4 dream. Was ita bright sunny
day ? We had forgotten the sun shone,
and we were a pleasurs party, so  for-
¢ibly had the old man’s story carried us
into the past, back tc that far-of! night
where all was darkness and storu.

We knew it was time to go. So quiet-
Iy and reverenfly we took our leave, and
leit him standing there by the table; a
picture never to he forgotten, with the
last rays of sun-light streaming over his
white hair, and lighting up th> once
l‘)right cotours of the cushions in the old
amm chaire. TRANCEN .. ALLAN.

Yarmouth, N.S.
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THE MILKING HOUR.

The daylight fades like any dream,
Blue shadows creep along the vale
The south wind stealing up the stream,
Brings scent of mint and galingale !
Behold a girl with shining pait—
Fair as the ev’ning— primrose flower—
To all the valley tells the tale
That ushers in the milking-hour.

“ Come let the grasses grow,
01d Brindle, why so slow ¢
Hie there, White-foot !
Hurry, Light-foot !

Co hoss !—co boss I—co "

Across the dewy mead, the cows
File slowly while the thrushes sing,
Then circle "neath the locust boughs .
That hend above the little spring ;
Where, shaken by the night-bawk’s wing,
Like honey-dew in elfin shower
The locust-blossoms lightly fling
Taeir fragrance 'round the milking-hour,

¢ There ¢ so,” white Daisy, so!
"Tis high time now, youknow,
For o’er the clover
Comes my lover !
‘S0’ now!—*so’ now!—‘go’l”
Idyllic Beauty here must choose

To make her own delightful home,

(Av. 180 %

And from this zreen retreat, refuse
On any plea, afar to roam,
Until heneath the star-lic domes
Rose—rising from her airy horeér—
Like Venus rising forth the fozmyl,
Brings to an end the wilking-hout

Then Beauty clings to Roser
Ag by the stream she goess
Where lilies” beaming
BEyes, half dreaming, .
Closing ! —closing tclose
Aﬂr
With wounting heart Hugh hear® th"};
That like his heart, is Y)rimm\ﬂg“‘
With swectuess, as he tells the k trt”
That many a youth has told befo
Old, old, yet uew forevermotvs
And by whose fresh 1mm roal P““}?
Hugl, at the vine-clad datry df"’ !
Spins out the merry milking-houb

Where long he pleads l[ﬂtll
Rose, pouting at his skilly
Says, ‘‘ Let me tarry !
Should not marry !
Must not !—-will not !
ROBER

—will " ;
1 Bt
Plover Mills, Ont.
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Whose voices o'er the waters come
Flute-noted, faint and strangely sad ;
And strange appear the Hghts of hume,
Half-sorrowful, and yet half glad ;

And from the shove wild Lwghter swells
Old voices seem anknown and strangs ;
The tinkling of the twilight bells

Seems seftened with mysterions change.

Oar prow las glided on the snd,
The swinging sail hias rattled down,
Aud welcome voices of the land
Re-ceho frow the sleeping town.
ARTHUR J. STRINGER.
——————

PAYMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

With vespect to the opportunities T have
enjoyed for gathering numerous data, touch-
ing the payment of members of Parliament in
olden times that never came to the cognisance
of most of our writers on constitutional his-
tory, it may be remarked that it has devolved
upon me, as an Inspector of Ancient Writings
for Her Majesty’s Commissioners on Histori-
cal Manuscripts, to examine and report upon
the muniments of several of England’s oldest
and most interesting boroughs—e.g., Chester,
Plymouth, Ipswich, Great Yarmouth, Wisheach,
Southampton, King’s Lynn, as well ag other
corporate towns., The records of all the above-
named towns yielded me some curious and
valuable information respecting the various
ways in which the burgesses exercised the
powers of the Parliamentary franchises, and of
the intercourse which the Parlismentary repre-
sentatives of borough-towns maintained with
their constituents. But in order that my re-
marks may be kept.within convemdent limits, T
shall in the present paper confine mysclf to
what came under my observation when I was
searching the muniments of King's Lynn, co.
Norfolk, a fair specimen of an English borough.
Prior to Henry VIIL’s twenty-ninth year it
was styled Bishop’s Lynn, It was one of the
chief scaports in the kingdom,

In the sixteenth yeur of Henvy VIIL, the
corporation was reconstituted by the new char-
ter, which placed the bhorough under the
government of twelve aldermen and cighteen
common councilmen.  Henceforth the memn-
bers of Parliament for the borongh were for
several gencrations chosen directly by all the
members of the Municipal Assembly ; and
it was not till the burgesses-at-large contrived
to cast votes for the persons chosen to repre-
sent the corporation in the famous Parliament
which met in November 1640, that the mem-
bers of Parlinment for King’s Lynn were aught
more than the representatives of the governing
body of theborough—i.e., of ¢ the corporation”
in the narrowest sense of the term. The al-
lowance for bargesses of Parliament having
been tixed at Lynn at two shillings a day in
the fourteenth century, the chief merchants of
the town (whose port was one of the principal
commercial poris) appear to have heen con-
tent with a moderate allowance for a long
series of Parliaments. Though the King’s
Lynu Assembly Beoks do not yield conclusive
evidence on the point, T am inclined to think
that the allowance was raised from two to four
shillings at some time of one or another of our
Tudor kings. An entry in one of the Assen-
bly Books shows that one hundred shillings
were ‘*dishursed ” in the April of Queen
Mary's first regnal year by the municipal
treasurer “ unto Mr. Overend towards his
charges nowe at the parlyament,” held at Ox-
ford, As Symon Pygott and William Milton,

burgesses of Parliament temp. Henry VL., re-
ceived a hundred shillings on account for their
joint expenses, at a time when they received
togather the daily allowance of four shillings,
Linfer from the payment of a hundred shil-
lings on account to Williain Overend © towards
his chinrges at parlyament,” that lie was reciv-
ing a daily allowance of four shillings.  Auny-
how, the allowance for a hurgess of Pavlia-
ment for King’s Lynn was mdsed in Queen
Elizabath’s tine to give shillings and in James
Is time, at least for a short time, to as much
ag t2p shillings a day.  No burgess of Purlia-
ment for King’s Lynn ever yoceived « higher
daily wige than ten shillings, and it was only
in James I.’s time that the Municipal Assebly
made of their own free will so large an allow-
lowance per day to a burgess of Parliament.
Entries in Volume IX. of the Assembly Books
show that in Charles L’s time the burgesses of
King’s Lynn regarded ten shillings as an ox-
cessive allowance. When Thomas Gurlyn
and John Cook, aldermen of the borough,
were chosen and appointed to reprosent King's
Lynn in the first Parliament of Charles L., it
was ordered by the Municipal Asscinbly that
each of the burgesses
should receive five shillings a day for lis
“wages ;" and on January 22, 1628, at the
elsction of two other aldermen, to wit, John
Wallis and Williain Doughty, to serve at the
sam2 rate of payment as burgesses of Parlia-
ment, it was ordained by the aldermen and
common council in Assembly “that the
severall wages of those that shall be elected
burzesses of this burrougzh shall be fyve shil-
lings a piece for every daye.”

It is to be obscrved that the ** burgesses at
large,” i.¢., the mere freemen, contrived to have
a voice in ths election of the two aldermen,
John Percevall and Thomas Toli; chosen to
represeut King’s Lynn in the Parliament that
came to b3 known as the Long Parliament. 1t
does not appear how it came to pass that the
mere freomen succossfully asserted their right
to take part in this particular election. It does
appear, however, that the majority of the
aldermen and common council resented the
action of the iaferior burgesses, that they for-
bore to assign wages to the two members of

two  Pacliamentary

Parliament, whow they regarded as having
heen improperly chosen. Under these cir-
cnmstances the two burgesses of Parliament
laid their case before the House of Commons,
and petitioned the House to order the Muui-
cipal Assembly to pay wages to the parliamen-
tary rvepresentatives of the borough.  One
result of this petition was that on January <,
1642, My. Percevall and Mr. Toll produced in
the Municipal Assembly an order of the House
of Commons made on October 13 last past in
the following words :  “ It is this day Ordered
by the Commons now assembled in Parliament,
Phat the Maior, allermen, and common coun-
sell of ihe town of Kinge's Lynne, iun the
eounty of Norfolk, shall pay and allowe out of
the towne stosk, as formerly, unto John
Porcevall and Thomas Toll their burgesses for
this present Parliament, as lardge an allowanee
per diem as they have heretofore allowed any
of their aldermen that bath been burgesses in
Parliament for that towne, notwithstanding
the freemen of the town had their voyces in
the choice of the said John Percevall and Tho.
Toll o be their burgesses for this present
Parliament. If the Maior of Lynne can shew
any cause to the contrary, we shalbe ready tv

heare him.” After perusing this order, the
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Municipal Assembly resolved and ordered
“that My, Maior, Mr. Recorder, Mr. Dough-
ty, Mr. May, and Mr. Leeke, with all con-
venient speede shall consider of and draw up
a fittinge answeare to present to the House of
Commons npon the said order and offer the
gane to be allowed by the howse.” 1t scems
that the answer made by the governing body
to this parllamentary order resulted in a
modificaticn of the words of the order, so that,
instead of heing paid on the highest scale, to
wit, ten shillngs a day, Messrs, Percevall and
Toll should be paid on the reduced scale, and
should each receive five shillings for each day
of parliamentary service. In the following
November the kecper of Volume IX, of the
Assembly Books of the corporation made the
ensuing entry in the Book of Record, to wit,
¢ 24 November, 1643.—This day it is ordered
that Mr. Perceval and Mr. Toll, aldermen,
which are Burgesses in this present Parliament
for this bourgh shalbe allowed Hs. a day a man
from the time they went up to the Parliament
till this day out of the howse,” i.e., out of the
moneys of the municipal house.

The order made by the House of Commons
for payment of moneys out of the municipal
purse of King’s Lynn to Messrs, Percevall and
Toll in the way of *“ wages ™' for parliamentary
service, is the more remarkable as pointing to
one of the very few occasions on which the
House of Commons condescended to interfere
in the pecuniary relations of borough mem-
bers and their counstituents.  In an ordinary
time the House would have responded to the
statement of grievanes by declawing it did not
pertain to the State to concern itself with the
private difference that had arisen bhetween the
horough and its burgesses of Parliament.
Taken as it was in a revolutionary time, the
action of the House of Commons on the dis-
pate between King’s Lynn and the two bur-
gesses of Parlinment should, to use one of
Dugdale’s happy expressions, be regarded as
“a portent” rather than ““a precedent.” So
far as King’s Lynn is concerned, the practice
of paying members died with the Common-
wealth,

Though Kngland has learnt nothing from
her own experience of the advantages and
inconveniences arising from State payment of
members of Parlinment, her politicans arc
well aware that in several of her colonies and
sonie foreign countries members of Parlinment
arc universally paid at uniformn rates. They
know that in New Zcaland a member of Par-
liament receives a yearly salary of £100 and a
free pass over the railways ; that in Canada he
takes for his parliamentry labour two guineas
a day ; that in South Australia he getsa yearly
allowanee of £200 ; and in Victoria an annual
salary of £300.  Aware that & member of Par-
liament is paid 7s8. 6d. a day for three months
of the year in Denmark, 13s. 4d, a day for
three months of the year in Norway, £80 a
year in Portupal, £150 a year in the Nether-
lands, and £1,000 a year in America, our
politicans know that members of Parliament
got neither daily fee, nor yearly stipend, nor
a doit of pecuniary reward for such services in
Germany, Hungary, Italy.  Cognisant of
these facts, Knglish statesmen and their fol-
lowers do not need to be told that certain
scein] conditions which make it needful to pay
for parlinmentary service in sonie lands are
inoperative in this country. Should the
majority of thoughtful politicians in this
country come to the opinion that the members
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of our Lower House of Parliament should each
and all receive yoarly saluies from the
national purse, they will have come to the con-
clusion after much careful deliberation whether
the payment of wmembers would conduce
to the welfare of Great Britain, In coming to
a tinal judgment on the new proposal, our
conscicntious and studious politicians will not
be greatly influenced by what is known of the
payment of members of Parliament in former
times of our own history. — John Cordy
Jeatlreson, in the Leisure Hour,
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EGOTISM.

If asked what egotism veally is, the majority
of people would promptly auswer, vanity or
selfishness, But we shall find, if we think, that
more is required than these ** short methods ”
of explanation., Whatever tendency there
may bhe in egotism to lead to vanity and selfish-
ness, they are not its inevitable accompani-
ments. For the ecgotist may be morbidly
humble, and he may be capabls of acts of areat
unselfishness.  We shall find in egotisin a
variety of ingredients, some of them of direct-
ly opposite kinds one to another ; an i we shall
notice that they are combined in various pro-
portions in the different classes of cgotists
whom we shall consider. Not only vanity and
sclfishness, with their kindred vices of pride
and awmbition, but an overstrained conscien-
tiousness —a morbid self-distrast and humility,
a weakuess of moral tibre and want of sclf.
control, as well as a particular intellectual cast
of mind, may all be found "in various forms of
egotism.

Before thinking of the most objectionable
and inveterate kind of cgotists, let us consider
three of the more venial sort—the ostenta-
tious, the intellectual, and the religious. The
famous saying in Punch, *“it is worse than
wicked, it is vulgar,” might perhaps be applied
to the first of these classes ; which, full of the
worldly importance which wealth confers, will
flaunt its horses and carriages, its wines, its
furniturc and style of living, making them at
once the staple of conversation with the most
casual acquaintance. Perhaps a  plea for
mercy may be raised, on the ground that the
vanity of this kind of egotist cannot be very
deep-seated, since he tacitly adwmnits that his
merits rest not on himself but on his posses-
sions, and that if he should happen to lose
them, he would be a person of small considera-
tion,

There is another class of persons who are
apt to hecome cgotists from the intellectual
construction of their minds. The study of
human nature and character being to them the
subject of paramount interest, they naturally
study their ownmentaland moralcharacteristics
in order to arrive at true views on the subjoect.
How can they, they might ask, obey the great
philosopher’s maxim, “ Know thyself,” with-
out the closest and most concentrated self-
study ? The observations they may make of
others are liable to tho grossest mistakes, for
the secret springs of other minds are veiled
from them ; and as they are well aware that
their own friends misread them, so are they
equally convinced that they mnst often mis-
read others, and accuse or excuse them when
accusations and excuses ought to he reversed.
Even when these egotists turn their attention
to those around them, they can only make
conjectures about them by a process of com-
parison with the workings of their own minds,
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picture of the Nemesis of an unbridled egotism,
Her sufferings wereso great that we must needs
pity as well as blame her; especially as,
towards the end of lher short life, the inward
gaze was turncd outward, at least, as regavds
one person, and poor Marie was able to love
another hbesides herself. But her whale
previous life is a comment, if we need one, on
that saying of profound truth and wisdom,
*“ He that loveth his life shall lose it,” for the
life spokeh of there means surely the low aims
and desires brel of the self-love of the egotist.
~—The Speectator,
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THE ASSASSIN’S KNIFE.

“For my part,” said the Parson, © 1 think
no private person is ever justified in taking «
human life, except, of course, in sclf-defence.”

“Orin defenee of the lives or liber.des of
others” the Unblushing Radieal observed as
an amendment.
admiticd,
hated to

the Parson

He

“ Ur—quite so,”
somewhat dubiously.
himself.

“T don't see that,” the old Ttalian Revolu-
tionist interjected, with teu extended fingers.

cohnnit

{He had been a Magzzinist in his day, and
hounded over half Ttaly.) *That secins to me
to take for grauted the prime idea of some di-
viner right in Governments than in the in-
stincts of the people.  Now to my mind, the
people are inuch more to be trusted of the two.
Was it not o in Lombardy? Is it not so in
Ireland 7 Why should a determination to put
# given man to death be any the more just and
right beeause it happens to proceed from a
Judge or a jury—one man and twelve men, if
1t comes to that—than because it happens to
proceed from the deliberate moral conviction
of any right-winded citizen ? 1t's the nature
of the act itself, not th: persons who are chosen
to carry it out, that stamps its worality, We
know now that Governments have no better
right to put men to death, or to ordain under
what circumstances they may he justly put to
death than any of the rest of us.  For my part,
I have known many so-called murders which
were a great deal more justifiable than many
so-called executions,”

“What perfeet English he speaks,” the
Unblushing Radical interposed, ““and sound
sense too every word of it |”

T can't agree with you,” the Parson an-
swered,  “In my opinion no Christian has a
right to take the life of another, except in
sclf-defence or at the command of the magis-
trates.” (He was at that rudimentary stage of
logical developinent, you see, when a man
mistakes an iteration of his own opinion for
an argument against Lis opponent’s reasoning.
Nine-tenths of humanity never get beyond
it.)

The old Italian brushed off the ash from
hLis cigarette. * Well, I'll tell you a case,” lLe
said, ‘‘that I remember in Padua.” He had
the misfortunc to be a foreigner, don’t you see,
and admnirably as he spoke our tongue (being
married to an BEnglishwoman) he wasn’t yet
aware that you musn’t argue with clergymen,
He shut his eyes and drew his hand across his
forehead, as if he actualty recalled 1o sight the
vivid incident he was going to 1clate to us,
1 remember one day,” he began, ““when I
was a mere boy, an Austrian coloncl, on an
iron gray charger, was galloping at full speed
through the Mercato dei Frutti, in the centre
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of Padua—you know the way they used to ride
—tippeta-tip, tippeta-tip, through the crowded
parts of the town, clank, clank, on the paved
streets, as if the world belonged to them. The
people with their baskets scattered wide on
either hand.  Ho, ho, look out there! 'The
Tedesco is upon you !’ Helter-skelter, right
and left, quick as lightning they cleared the
way for him.  Either that, or be run down '
We didn’t know it then, but ’twas the survival
of the swiftest.  And on the Austrian rode,
through the midst of the market people—whip
in hand, spur at flank-—his horse’s hoofx
throwing up spattered mud on either side into
the faces of the women., A dog ran at his
