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NOTE AND COMMENT.

ALREADY preparations are being made for next scason’s
holiday excursions by the city corps, and the latest in this
linc is Col. Gibson’s intimation that Hamilton’s pride, the
13th Battalion, may visit Ottawa on the Queen’s Birululay.
They would, no doubt, rceceive a cordial welcome at the
Capital, which, as such, possesses unusual attractions.

I S B R R P P M

Orrawa might annually be the scene of a military parade
and towrnament of Dominion importance and interest, were
an effort made to put the project into shape.  Such an affair
might well be made a permanent feature of the celebration
of our great National holiday—Dominion Day—at the
National Capital.

and again been discussad by military men, of Montreal and

This ide« 1s not a new one, having time

Toronto, we believe, as well as of Ottawa, but no one has
seemed disposed to take the initiative in giving effect to the
proposition. It would be no small nndertaking to plan and
earry out a military tournament on v scale suited to the
occasion ; but the event commemorated by the day is
worthy the effort.

L O e e e e Y N

Lievr.-Con. O’Briex's leetare on ““ Drill and Discipline,”
which we have been able to place in extenso before our
readers, will, we arve confident, be generally pronounced one
of the most interesting s well as valualile of the series de-
livered under the anspices of the Canadian Military Institute,
There ure few officers in onr force whose experience hetter
entitles them to be heard on ilis subject, and it is evident
that in his militwy service Coll O'Brien has exercised those
qualitics of independent obscrvation and reflection which
have distinguished im in his Parliamentary career,

A narey thought was that of Capt. Chas, F. Winter to
write the interesting account of his Christmas in hospital
in Cairo, which we this week reproduce from the Dominion
{llustrated.  The whole-souled kindness of Lord and Lady
Dafterin whilst liere has not by any means: heen forgotten
by the lapse of vears sinee their depavture, and their con-
tinning interest in Canawdaand Canadians has been shewn
at every oppovtunity since.  On this occasion, we venture
to say. Lady Dufferin must have been quite as proud of

the Canadian boy, as he properly was of the kind attention
received from his distinguished friends, for a more creditable
representative of Young Canada there could scarce have
been found.  Upon the close of the Egyptian campaign Mr.
Winter returned to Canada, and soon found his way into
the ranks of the Governor General’s Foot Guards. At Cut
Knife Hill, in 1885, he was severely wounded, his escape
from instant death being vemavkable, and since then he has
taken an ofticer’s commission and visen to the Adjutancy of
the corps in which his patroness took so much interest.
[t adiadia ittt .

Jamaica is of more that usnal interest to Canadians just
uow, in view of the great lxhibition there, in which the
Domtnion is taking a leading part.  Very opportunely we
have been forwarded by a Canadian visitor, Dr. Ryerson,
of Toronto, a copy of the Jamaica Post of the 1st inst.,
containing a veport of « volunteer review held on the pre-
ceding dayv, in brilliant summer weather.  The Grovernor,
Sir Tlenry Blake, make a speech, in which he annoanced his
intention to propose to the Legislature certain advantages to
those then serving in the foree, or who might be brought into
the Militia under the hallot iaw in force in the Colouy, and
vnder which he has the power to call out any nwmber of
men.  Among the concessions the men w ve anticipating
and anxiously looking forward to, was gratuitous medical
attendance for the volunteer foree, and it was his intention
to recommend to the Legislative Council that all wmembers
of the Jumaica Militia should in futnre have free medical
attendimee. There would also be a proposal that men who
hiad enlisted in the militia, and ofticers of the militia, should
be excmpted from the duty of serving on juries,

ExeyverioN from jury serviee would be appreciated in the
Juries
are undobtedly a nuisance to at least the city folk called to

Canadiane Militia, and mizht well be urged heve.

serve on them, and it scems only fair that a man who has
given up twelve days of his time to the service of his
country in a military capacity should for that year be exempt
from a further call, Jor yjury ducy.

CAvALRY in England, as well as in Canada, appears to be
a much neglected arm of the service, but there a “ cavalry

revival " is reported to be in progress. A couple of months
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ago, we culled attention to the unsatisfactory condition of
our cavalry, and suggested the formation of a cavalry asso-
cintion, in the belief that such an organization would be
found quite as uscful to this branch as to the artillery or
the riflemen.  Qur suggestion was very favourably received
by influential members of the cavalry, but unfortunately
no one seemed anxious to take the initiative in action in the
direction suggested.  Evidently Canada has to contend with
the difliculty felt in the Mother Country, in the absence of
cavalry leaders, as touched upon in the lecture reprinted
clsewhere in this issue.

CoMMENTING upon  this the Droad
Arrow has an editorial passage of special interest to Cana-

“eavalry revival,”

dians from the high compliment incidentally paid to the
gillant cflicer recently in command of our militia :—

I ils revival goes on, as fwe have said, but slowly, the main
reason is that for years neither at the headquarters stafi nor among the
senior oflicers of the cavalry has there been any one officer of  the arm
possessing sutlicient practical gnthusiasm or personal influence to dcad
When garrison instruction was introduced into the
any in 1870, a keen observer of military matlers, a general officer—

the movement.

whase prevision in this instanee was at fault—-remarked that garrison
instruction was destined to failure becanse there was no enthusiast at
its hawd s and he ascribed the success of the musketry instruction o
the fact that a ¢ lunatic”
Garrison instruction (did, however, grow rapidly and flourish,

on the subject had been put in charge.
because
the ofticer appointed to carry it out, Major Middleton (now Genera)
siv Foo Middleton), was, i not altogether an enthusiast, & man of
strong character, with a good sull Lack-bone, and one who could speak
Sir . Middleton’s scevices to
this brareh of military training have never, in jour opinion, received

out his mind when he chose to do so,

their desaved meed of acknowledgment.  Germany had its Prince
Frederie Charles,  France its Gallifet, and if circumstances had et
England heep its Valentine Baker, the enthusiast pussessing personal
influctiee would have assumed a similarly commanding position in our
army.’

A CORRESPONDENT, an extract from whose letter we pring
in our lifle News, writes to the Folunteer Service G azelte
in adveraey of greater prowminence being given to the team
competitions at Bisley, and incidentally makes mention of
due o
We
whilst they would of course

“ the absence of that courteous oflicial avtention ”
the Colonial riflemen competing for the Kolapove cups.
are sure that the Canadians,
Lave valued any oflicia! indications of appreciation of the
plucky attempt they made, felt no resentment at any seem-
ing negleet, the unvirying kindness extended to our teams
being wsuflicient evidence of the good will felt  towards
them. Unquestionably, however, it would be in the interest
of 1ifle theeting to give mere prominence to the teum com-
petiticns, which alone wre of intevest to the general public,

Meacwox of Bisley brings to mind the fact that the com-
maiid wad adjuteney of owr team for 1891 ave still the sub-
Jeet of much speculation, though two very likely names are
preminently  mentioned. the command,
Major B. A, 66th Princess Lounise Fusiliers,
Halifax ; and for the adjutaney, Major W. M. Bliklock,
Sth Royal Scots, Montreal.  Tach is the Sceretary of the
associion of his province, and in that capacity has done
serviee tor rifle shooting entitling him to sharve in the

These ave, for

Weston,

honours of our representative team. The appointments
will not be made until after the annual business meeting,
but should the two officers above named be the choice, we
feel sare they will fill the positions with: credit to themselves
and advantage to the team.

DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN CAVALRY
ACTION.
(United Service Gazette,)

On Thursday, 8th January, before the Aldershov Military
Society, Mujor W. C. James, D.AAG., 16th Lancers,
lectured on this suljeci before a very l;u’ge audience.  The
chair was occupied by Major-General J. Keith Fraser,
C.M.G., commanding Duablin Distriet.

The lecturer, having alluded to the attention in military
cireles that is being paid to this subject, said : The first
duty devolving upon the cavalry at the outset of the
campaign will be to cover the mobilization of their vwn
armies and the transport of their trovps to the frontier.
The Germans themselves admit that in this portion of their
duty thei eavalry failed in 1879, o failure, however, which
mattered little, thanks to th(, wtill more lavins want of
enterprise or indeed of any definite plan on the vart of their
opponents.  The German cavalry was certiiny kepi very
much to the rear during the {ivsg days of the canpaign,

THE

and in the memoirs of individual vegiments we read
curious acconnts of how the Nixeh Cavades  Division

came up to Saavbuck the day after the battle of August
6th, and how the Fourth Cavaley Division arrived eon the
battlefield of Weissemburg wo late to do move than listen
to the story of the fight as told by the infantry, and spent
the day of the battle of Worth in hivonac ten miles away
at Sulz,

We may certainly expect in the next campaign to see
much more enterprise on the part of the cavalry from the
very commencement of the campuign, and probably attempts
will be made on either side to interfere with the mobiliza-
tion of the onemy’s troops.  There e be no doubt as to
the r6le that cavalry will have to play after coneentration
of the forces ind commencement of operations. "This 4/e
compriges, hrcadly speaking, the duties of exploration and
ﬂvcurit\' When the cuv abry divisions ave ating «ii.nctly
in front of the armies, tluepm(»1~1 from thvbn.xlnv carrying
cut the duties of security will mereiy have to go for inforima-
tion to the former; but as a rule the mplm.n;, cavalry
will he acting in a divection more or less diffeving from the
main line of .ul\'.mw, secking to aveld the mas-es of the
enciy, and to gain their flanks. The “ eavalry of sceurity ”
must then push forward a fresh éekelon in front of the main
bodies to take up the duties of reconnaissanee, whenever the
exploring cavalry, by moving to a flank, has lefy the fiont
uncovered.

It is no longer considered snflicient to form a “ sereen’
in front of the infantry columns ; such a sereen is of a sta-
tionary and delusive character, and can be formed by the
mf..ntn advanced guards and outposts,  Cavaley must act
on the offensive and take the initintive. There ave a great
wany cavalry soldiers who maintain that cavalry should never
act oft their horses or fight with any weapon but the wrme
blanche.  This view rests mainly on the fact, which is never
disputed, that cavalry is Ls:wnt'.\ll) an arm of offence.  But
1t must be remembered that in cases of strateyical offensive
operaiions there may, in fact must be, frequent oceasions
for the employment of defensive tactics. A eavalvy divi-
sion pushes on into the enemy’s country and svizes an ad-
ranced position, a village, or other important loclity, whero
it must defend itself till the main body comes up.  Heve is
an opportunity for dismounted action, and tor this the
best firearm is necessmry.  What doss Von  Schnidt
say ! “I want no infantry; my cavaley must help
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itself, it must know that it has to do so; it must
not, directly a few beggarly corm)unies show themselves,
rely upon infantry, and the devil .take the squadron that
allows itself to be hunted out of a village or will not attack
it at once. If it cannot do so I must teacn it how.” A
the conctusion of the discussion after a lecture on “ Range-
Finding.” on  Fehraary 7ch 1890, Lord. Wolseley is re-
porte.d to have said : T entirely agree with what a previ-
ous speaker (Sir Beauchamp Walker) says as to the proper
use of the cavalry soldier, viz., to tight on horseback. Tt is
because I am so fully imbued  with this idea as to the pro-
vinee of the cavaley soldier that T am anxious to see added
to every cavalry division a certain number of mounted
infantry, who shall go with it, and save the cavalry from
having to dismount and adopt a line of fighting which is
not theirs, and which it called upon to do they will gene-
ally do badly.”  There is one phrase in this expression of
Lord Wolseley’s opinion to which T think, with all submis-
sion to his high authovity, a cavalry soldier is justified in
expressing dissent. [ mean the last sentence, in which the
asswnption is contained that there is any duty thal a
mot:ited man may be legitimately ealled upon to perform
that the cavalry soldier would generally do badly.

The mounted infantry guestion has now reached a stage
of great interest and great importance to the cavalry. The
regulations nnder which this force is organized and trained
it is not ny province to Jdiscuss to-night, althongh I may
perhaps be permitted to deseribe as a very vemarkable and
novel experiment in military organization « system under
which a number of infanwry soldiers devote two months of
the year to the understudy of cavalry parts, while a number
of our horses are made to perform the double rofe of eavalry
troops in snmmer and mounted infantry vehicles in winter,
But when we take up the mobilisation tables preparved for a
possible expeditionabroad and find that the cavaley division is
to consist of five regiments of heavy cavalry and one vegiment
of Lancers, and that, while not a single Hussar regiment is
to take part in it, the mounted infantry finds a place, and
pr;lct,ic;ll\‘v A permanent place, in the strength of  the
division, will not silent acquicscenee on our pavt in such a
schete he interyreted as tacit approval of what is virtually
the supercession of a portion of our cavaley by the mounted
infutry regiment 7 May we not ask whether the relative
skill with the vifle of the mounted infantry is so much
greater than that of o bussars and deagoons as to com-
pensite for the necessary inferioriey of the former to the
Iter in wdl the other duties of & mounted corps 7 [s this
the conclusion that can fairly be drawn from the test of
the musketry veturns ? Still, whatever onr private views
on the subject may be, Ioean answer for every cavalvy
soldier that, if the anthorities, in their wisdom, eall upon us
to co-operate with mounted infintey in the field, owr co-
operation will he none the less heavtr than if we agreed
with every word that has heen said on their behalf, With
aoview to such co op ration being some day required, it is
amntter of satistaction that the rdle to be plaved by
monrted infantry in conjunetton with eavaley was deter-
min | with some acenracy by the Berkshire manaenvres.
So long as they aceept the position assigned to them when
with the Fiest Cavalry Brigade o Ullington, viz , of work-
ing  with, snpporting and sonported by the Cavalry, at-
tempting no detached  daties, but merely moving  uickly
from position to position, we cavalry soldiers will - gladly
weleome their co-operation. But [ trast that we will sce
exprunged from the Drill book any such paragraphs as the
following :-—* Mounted infantey will in future  proba-
bly form o part of every foree in the field ; it should
move  with the vangud, and may in exceptional  ecases
(this was a "coneession  introduced in this year's edition)
be employed in detached  scouting  and  patrol duties,
thereby allowing the cavalry to be veserved for combined
action with the other arms.” T trust also that we may not

hear again such phrases as were used by my friend, Colonel
Hutton, in a lecture in 1886 : “In a rough and difficult
country the wounted infantry soldier is more at home on
outpost duty than his heavily-armed and accoutred comrade
of cavalry.” The cavalry soldier, forsooth, being only at
home on outpost duty when the country is easy! If indeed
there be any magic in the peculiar dress and equipment of
the mounted infantry soldier that adds to his efliciency in
his double capacity of a horse and foot soldier, then for
Heaven's sake let us away with our cumbersome accoutre-
wents and equipment, and let us adopt the cord breeches or
the putties or whatever it is wherein the magic lies. But if
cavalry and mounted infantry ave to exist side by side, and
work harmoniously together, and T trust they will, any such
pretences as to the ability of the latter to do the work of
the former, will, T hope, be heard of no more.  Turning to
the much debated question of cavalry against infantry, he
said that the conditions for success of cavalry against infan-
try have not altered since the introduction of the breech-
loader.  The conditions are the following :—1. The cavalry
mnst be highly trained, and men and horses in thorough
condition. 2. The leaders must he well up to their work
and able to scize the exact m ment for their attack. 3. The
infantry must have had their resisting power weakened
either by surprise, by losses, disaster or some other cause.
When these conditions arve fulfilled, we may look for-
ward to seeing cavalry charges against infantry as sue-
cessful as the celebrated charge of the Austrian cavaley
under General Pulz at Custozza.  Th- chavactevistic of
modern  battle-ficlds is the depth of the zone of five,
which necessitates cavalry being posted on  the flanks,
unless they are to he kept at so great a distance from
the fighting line ag to le practically useless.  Very
different from the days when it was possible, as at
Minden, for an army (the French) to be drawn up with the
infantry on the wings and the cavalvy in the centre ; or, as
at Blenheim, for an army to advance to the attack in a
number of parallel ecolumns, composed of infantry and
avaley alternately.  Cavalry will in future battles have
very long distances to move, as they must move round the
flanks to avoid masking their own fire.  The g eat obstacle
to long and rapid movements on the part of cavalry is un-
doubtedly the weight that has to be earried on the horses,
I venture to think that the greatest stride in the direction
of cavalry progress will have been taken when we shall
have made up our wminds to put nearly evervthing now
carried on the horse into light squadron carts. L t us hope
that we may be fortunate enough in no very dim or distant
futre to get a saddle that will really fulfil its proper pur
pose of enabling a soldier to rvide a horse without a great
probability of disabling him.

Tarning to the question of cavalry leaders, he siid:
Where to tind our cavalry leaders is one of the greanest
difficulties.  They have indeed been few and far between,
but whenever really good leaders have come to the front the
days of cavalry have beer brilliant. Their responsibility
has been enovmously increased of late years, owing to the
distance from the tighting line at which eavalry has to be
kept till actually  vequired, which will render it seldom
possible for the general commanding to give direet orders to
cavalry leaders.  What they do or do not do must depend
wpon their own initiative. A carveful study of the letters
of the Times critic cannot fail to impress upon the reador
two important points —first, thac no one can lead eavalry
properly without practice ; and secondly, that the cocked-
hat is a needlessly  conspicnons dress.  With hoth of these
conclusions T for one cordially agrec.  Let ns hope that we
may see the cocked-hat disappew out of our drvess regnla-
tions, and annual cavalry maneuvres become o recognizad
institution.  No question of expense ought to stand in
the way, unless we are indeed penny wise and pound
foolish.
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REGIMENTAL.

The oflicers of the 2!st Essex Fusiliers ave alveady con-
sidering arrangements for the aunnal camp of the First
Mllltdly l)lstru.t which it is expected will be pitched at
Windsor.  The local press urges the pul)hc spirited vesidents
to make early and .ulvquate preparation for the camp, so
that the Government may not have veason to pass by the
town.

A military cricket club is being promoted in Montreal.
The Governnent have promisad to allow the use of grounds
on St Helen’s Island. A meeting in connection with the
proposed club was called for Wednesday evening of this
week

At Ottawa there is considerable impetus given to Morris-
tube shooting this winter, by reason of the prizes offered by
the officers of No. 1 Company, 43rd Rifles, for the weckly
competitious of the members. The “gallery” is in the
disused band-room at the driil shed.  Some high scoring has
beer. wade, Lieut. E. D. Sutherlind and Pte. J. E.
Huteheson each having 100 t) his credit out of the possibie
105—* Queen’s rauges.”

The members of  the Canadian: Military  Insutate, To-
ronto, held one of their enjovable .smokm«f concerts al theu‘
cozy rooms at 94} King street west on o‘ttmday L\Lllll)b,
at which hetween «10 aned 50 military wen turned up,  The
programme was not commenced tll @ o'clock, and when Capt.
Mutten, who discharged the duties of director of cere-
monies o u very happy monner, took the chair, it was found
that some of those who had promised to assist in the even-
ing’s programme, were not present.  Despite this, a first-
class array of talent entertained the assembly, and among
the performers were : Messrs. Wyatt, Atchison, Tidswell,
J. Bayley, Schuch, Garvin and J. A, Macdonald.  Col.

Seobile of Wi inuipeg, excelled as a story teller.  Refresh-
ments were served at the preper time.  During the even-
ing, many interested groups listened  to anecdotes  of
personad expericnees, and these were not the least enjoyable
features of the concert.  Among those present were @ Col.
Scoble. of Winnipeg 3 Cot. Pope, Major MecMaster, Capts,
Tid-well, of Huamilton; Manley, Murray, McGee, Hugbes,
J. B Miiler, Lieut. Crean, Commodore McGaw, George
McMurvich, Lo 11 frving and others.

HHAMILTON.

The 7imes veports ag ““one of the most enjoyable events
this sewson,” the annuad dinner of ¥ company, 13th Bat-
talion, held on the eveniug of the 12th inst.

Capt. Tidswell presided and the vice-chair was occupied
by Colour-Sergt. Healey. To the right and left of the chair-
wan were Lieut.-Col. Gibson, Major Moore, Major Me-
Laven, Capt. J. J. Stuart and Surgeon Griflin, - At the head
of the board was displayed the andsome silver trophy won
Ly the company ut the recent drill competition, also the
clegant tlask won by Corporal Hampson for faithtal attend-
anee a dnilll - After the good things provided by Caterer
Newport had been tully discussed, the lengthy toast list was
procecus a with, Fhat o1 ¢ Licut.-Col, Gibson and Staft”
wis condially received and elicited responses from Licut.-
Col. Gilson, Major Moore, Major MeLarven, Surgeon Gritlin,
Capt. J. J. Stwart, Chapladin Forneret. Lieat.-Col. Gibson
recesvod an ovation on rising. - He wrged on the company
the necessivy of turning cut at company  drill and stated
that theve would be an outing of the battalion on the
Queen’s Birthday — The trip might be to Ottawa or Berlin,
or some other place, the destination in fact remaining yet
to be decided on. He closed his remarks by requesting the
company to ring the X1 regimertal song, composed by
the late Capt. J. B. Young. Needless to say his request
was granted, the gallant (Joloucl himself luulmu the singing,
Ma_)or Moore stated that as he had retired to a great extent

from public life the battulion would probably see u great
deal more of him during the coming year. He also stated
thut fifteen of the ]n'osent ofticers of the corps hud served in
the ranks of old No. §, or F Company.

Lieut.-Col. Gibson proposed the toast of “ The Non-com-.
missioned Dtficers of F' Company.”  1le paid w wigh tribute
to the ability ot Capt. Tidswell as a military man, also to
the able manner in which Colour 8- gt Healey had tilled
his position.

The medals for skill in shooting were presented by Lieat.-
Col. Gibson, as follows: For the hichest mavks at morning
practice, Corporal Hampson and Corporal Jemnvus ; for
excellenc at class firing, Privates Mcllwraith and Rich-
mwond ; and the flask 1eferved (0 above, the gift of Capt.
Tltlswoll 10 Cmpoml Hampson. Three hearty eheers and
& tiger were then given by the “boys” for ‘heir popular
Colonel.

Following a touching rveference by Major Moove to the

late Col. \lcl{emd of the 90th Battalim, fo merly lieu-

tenant of ¥ company, the toas! to *“ Absent Friends”
drank in silence.  The company dispersed, after
cheers tor the Queen and officers of the battalion.

was
ronsing
COMPANY A, THIRTEENTH,

At the avnual dinnev of  this Company, Capt. Stoneman
and Col.-Sergt. Bismarck occupied the chair ad vieo-chair,
respectively.  Awmong the nsny guests were: Licut.-Col.
Gibson, Major McLaren, and Capt. Stwat, Adjutant.  The
loval toasts ware honoured heartily.  Atter the toase © Our
Countny Sergt.-Major Atbawes sang the new national
song, My Own Canadian fTome.  The toast of ¢ Col. Gibson
;m(l bt.tﬁ' was received with the woual honours, and was
responded to by Colb. Gibson, Mijor McLaren and Captain
Stuart.  Col. Gibson gave an interesting wceount of  his
connection with the corps for the last twenty-seven years.,
He then presented to Pre. Shuttleworth o prize for the most
punciual attendance at drill, Pe. Shutdewort having at-
tended every ordered duill during the year. M. jor McLaven
prcseut(-d the prize to the most successtul recruit, Pte.
Leith. —Capt. Stwart presented prizes o Privaios L D allyn
and Elis for attention o il Col. Gibson proposed the
toast, “‘The Officers of A\ Cowpany,” which was most
heartily received with musical bonours and cheers, and was
responde.d to by Capt. Stoncinan, and Licuts. erviug and

Hobson,

THE RIFLE.

The Inspectors of Rifle Practice of  the Missachusetts
Volmteer Militia have dotermined upon considerable change
in the system of vifle practice for this year.  The Insp cor-
General favowrs holding wmpnn competitious, the high
men to be eligible to regimental wmlu-tmmh, an:di the win.
ners in the latter only to compete in State matehes.  The
twelve men recording the highest scores in the State com-
petition, of any cld«ss, to be recognized as an Honorary or
Distinguished  class of marksmen. By this plan the
number of qualified marksimen it is thouvhb will be greatly
increased, and the grading of them more thorough,  The
Honorary or Dlst,nwuhhul class, it 15 .uul(-ntuml will be
prurely an houorary one, but as it cannot he 1 whwl with-
out a series of creditable victuri«-s‘, it will mean dhe highest
honours possible to sccure by militavy rifle shwtmu in
Massachusetts,

The Cadifornia Schuetzen Club of San Francisco adopted
ab a recent meeting & number of resolutions cnlmdvnm a
challenge to all bmw, Side rifle clubs in the United ht.ttcs.
The C.llllornm marksmen wish to arrange olwn.npln matches
under the following conditivns: Any “elub i the Uaited
States which has been in existence at least oue year, mem.
bers of the team to have been bona file members of their

association at least nine months, fifteen men o the t team,
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fifty shots per man, to be fired on a date agl'.(%(:)ll upon by
the presidents between 10 a.m. and ’5 p-m., position st.rlc.tly
off hand, palm rvest permitted, th§tance 200 yards, vifle
without restriction to weight and sight, except teles.copic
sight, scores after sturtiqg to Pe completed without inter-
ruption, stakes $100 a side, 'ajllclge for .euch club to act as
stakeholder, and, together with the president and secretary
of the respoctive organizations, to forward in writing a
detailed stateruent of the 8cores to the president of the com-
peting club, German 325 ring target, fin. vings, with a 25
centre of 1iin. diameter.

The annual meeting ot the U. 8. National Rifle Associa-
tion was held on the 13th inst., at New York. On motion
of Capt. J.S. Sheperd, who was re-elected secretary, it was
resolved to change the date of the annual fall mecting to the
first week of September, as for many years past the weather
has been unfavourble in the second week.

THZ BISLEY MEETING.

Capt. G. F. Grauwicke, whose name s familar w all in-
terested in shooting affairs in the Mother Country, has
written an interesting letter to the Volunteer Service Gasctte
advocating several radical changes in the Bisley programme,
including the firing ot all the main matches in the lirst weck.
His veferences to the great team matches are particularly
interesting :—

«“T think somecthing wight be done to secure for the
areat team matches w Jarger wmount of wttention.  They
should in all eases be shot ab the targets nearest the centre
ot the ciomp, and I think the representative teams might be
vequired to pavade in frout of the oftices at w given time, be
marched down to the firing points in mility order, headed
by the bund.  This would apply to the National match, the
Kolapore Cup, the United Service matech and the Public
Schools mateh. L sure thae sumcthing of this kind is
necded to atiract attention, not so much to the teams as w
the programme which the Council arrange, and so to increase
what T mav term outside interest in the grear veprescinta-
give event - the meeting. The ingenuity ot those who are
vresponsible siiould adso be equal to the sk of devising soue
suitable accommo lation for spectators on ocensions of this
kind ; whether the speiators be volunteers or civilians they
are eyually entitded to consideration, wnd the Couneil would
show their wisdom by making some better arrangements
than heretofore. .

Whilst writing on this point may I draw atteniion to
what was no doubt an oversight last year in councetion
with the Kolapore match—the complete absence of any-
thing like that courteous oflicial attention which one ulways
expects to see tendered to visitors from diffevent paves of the
world,  So fur as I saw, no one rvepresenting the Council
troubled to look after the comlovt of the Cape, the Canadian
or the Channel Islands temns,  The visitors were left en-
thely to shifu for themselves, and when the firing was over
they were allowed to Jeave the ground v ithout the chairman
or any other member of the Council expressing o them a
few cheering words, which, coming from such a source,
would have been valned by those who bad travelled such a
long distance to attend the meeting,”

The council of the National Rille Association have con-
tirmed Col. Mackinnon, lately Chief lustructor at the
Hythe School, in the gost of secvetary of the Association,
which hie has occupied provisionally since the resignation
of Col. Marsden.

v Watkin Range-Finder for Field Artillery is about to
Loevlaced by the Telemeter, an instrament which has un-
aerpzone constderable trial at  the  Aldershot School of
Range-Finding, and will probably be further tested by bat-
tevies of Horse and Field Artillery service at home, before
ts final adoption as the Service instrument.

ey,

A CHRISTMAS IN A CAIRO HOSPITAL,

(Capt. Chas. F, Winter, G.G.F.G., in The Dominion 1llustrated, 27th Dec.)

The conscionsness of a debt of gratitude of long standing
to a noble lady, who, with her husband, wor golden opin-
ions from all classes of society during their stay in Canada
some years ago, prompts the writer to pen the following
lines. None the less also does he incline to the opinion
that an omission to make public in detail the facts he now
describes, notwithstanding the present lateness of the day,
would be a lack of duty towards his fellow conntrymen,
who, whatever their peenliavities or failings, ave, he is confi-
dent, always pleased to learn of kindness bhestowed upon
any of their number, when abroad among straugers, and at
a distance from their native land.  How much more does
this become the case when the benefactor is no less a per
sonage than the Marchioness (then the Countess) of Dulierir,
a lady whose name, even yet, from one end of Canada to the
other, is a household word for all that is dy-like, gentle
and gaod; and the beneffted young Canadian. then serving
the Empire with the Army in Egypt, who, simply becanso
he was a Canadian, was the recipient of marked kindnesses
at the hands of Her Ladyship and her daughter, then the
Lady Helen Blackwood.

After the cessation of hostiiities in Egypt, in September,
1882, the British army there was much reduced, only about
half of the force being retained as an Army of Ocenpation,
the remainder being drafted to England, [ndia, Mala and
other stations.  Still, at the tive of which [ write, we had
something over 10,000 wmen in Egypt, by far the greater
portion of which wure quartered in Cairo, where the corps
in which I served was also stationed.

During the short wnd sharp campaign of August and Sep-
tember, the troops had suffored comparatively little from
serious illness, but eanly in October enterie fever set ing and
the Targe hospitals ot Abbasseveh, Gezivel and the Citadel
were soon taxed to theiv utmost eapacity to provide necom-
modation and treatment for the ever increasing nunher of
patients.  The corps to which the wiiter belonged  had
suffered little since leaving England, but in the beginning
of November we caught the fever, aud several of our mewm-
hers were sent to hospital.  In the last weeks of November
the wrirev, who up to that time had enjoved exeellent
bealth, was stricken with the prevadling malady, and, after
vainly fighting against its carly attacks for a few days,
during which time he was generously exempted {rom daty,
was finally obliged to veport himself sick for hospital.  Our
corps was quartered at Kasr-cl-Nil, a large and conumordious
barracks on the Cairo bank of the Nile, in company with
the 42nd and 7T4th Highlanders, aud as he was the noavest
medical otticer at the time, T veported myselt to the surgean
of the former regitment, who, after examination, pronounced
we acase for the hospital. An ambulanee waggon helong-
ing to the Bgvptian army was in waiting, and, in company
with two others, I was assisted into it by the non-commis-
sioned ollicer in charge, a corporal of the UCommissariat and
Transport corps.  Our destination was Gezireh. The drive
was not far, but quite long enough  for persons in our con-
dition.  Faint and sick with the fever and momentarily be-
coming weaker through the jolting of the rongh ambulanes,
I at length found myself among the hospital tents at
Geziveh, and was glad to descend from the vehicle as well
as 1 could and throw myself on the grass, which, though it
was then December, flourished as it does in Canada in June,
whilst we awaited the coming of the surgeon on duty to in-
spect and receive us over from the non-commissioned oflicer
who had escorted the party from Kasr-cl-Nil. 1 el pleased
at the cliange; 1t seemed good to get out again in the open
air atter our experience of the heated bavrack room, and the
teats, with their beds of bamboo, looked very iuviting and
comfortuble, In a few moments we had been told off to
our several quarters, and I found myself, in company with
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three others, all Highlanders, assigned to a large marquee
tent, very commodlous and comfortable.  The hospital or-
derly ossisted me to undress, for I wa$ very faint and
feverish, and after urging him, as a good fellow, to see wy
kit-bag Lrought safely to my quarters, I gave myself up to
memorics and thoughts such as a sick man is prone to. I
felt rather despondent at leaving my corps and comvades,
and now being dependent, as it were, upon a corps which,
if we combatant or “ fighting” soldiers did not exactly look
down upon, we by no means looked up to. This though
without any imputations on the army hospital corps. 1 felt
quite mean at being, in a sense, laid upon the shelf, and that
T was now more of a drone iz the army hive than a worker.
However, here I was, down with the fever, having alter-
nate chills and flushes, {eeling very miserable and indiffer-
ent, and, for the time at least, not 1imbued with mneh inter-
est in ouy arty or its doings.

Geziveh was pleasant enough, though the tents were very
cold at night time, so cold one would scarcely believe he
was in Egypt, and owing to the great mortality which had
ocenrred in the Highland Brigade during its stay on this
same cunping g unouml ou the first arvival of our army in
Cairo, we were "ull weh pleased when, a few days after our
reception, we were told by one of the hospital sergeants
that the worst cases were to be moved as soon as possible
to the Jarge hospital at the Citadel, and that those who
wouid L selected by the surgeon that afternoon were to o
at ouce. T was one of those sclected, and underwent an-
other trip of tortare in the rickety old Fayptian ambulance.
From Gezireh to our new abode was about four miles, over
roads none too smooth, and it is with a very vivid recollec-
tion of my misery that T vecall that drive.  Sull I was
pleased to go to the Citadel ; it wag the main hospital of our
army, and we had heard that we would be comfortably
housed i eared for ; moreover, a corps of nursing Sisters
bl arvived out from Neeley to look after the woust cases.
The first pleasant impressions of  Geziveh had been rudely
dispelfed by the experience of the eold night aiv, which the
tents seemed quite madegnate to exelade, and it was with
the: most Gavourable ones that we passed through the historic
gateway of the fortress of Sultan Salading; throug’. the
conrt, the seene of the tt'l'l';l)ii' wassacre of the Mamelakes,
and on throngh gatewavs and a garden, vith a foun-
taine plaving, m.lt] we touml ourselves in the hout entranee
of a Lurze commodious L:oking building, which, on alizhting
and while vaiting the medi al officer, we were informed hv
a soldicr at the door, was the Palase of the Citadel, now used

1Hore

as the wain hospital of owr army, and 1a which upwards of

The vtde and the
excitement of the moving, h.ul s measure, ivened e up,
hut I owas still so fatntithat i endeavoring to mount the
statrciee Teading o the f(‘\(l wards above, T swooned, and
woukid hoove hll« n but for an hospital orderly near by, The
surgeon noting this, at once divected that T he put to hed
aned sttended o, 1 remember e ing taken v a lege room
which secmed full of beds, with pale, washed-out looking
occupant:, and being tncked .l\\"l\' e aatttde dvon bed cot,
stmlor to that uml in the Lovacks in England, by a \.tuul\
kind-hewrted fellow of the hospital corps. Of the remaiuder
oi thit witernoon T hae but littls reeollection, exeept a
hazy vistor: of a blue-coated ovderly coming  oceasionally
with cool iced eloilis for my forchead, or mnhuw drinks of
lune water, The next day p.usml IS indistine tl\, bt T Lave
a vivid recollection of the sur: weow’s visit on the following
evening. e was o bandsome young officer of about 25 or
so, Dr. Twmer by nmame,and was fated, poor fellow, to die
of fever away up the Nile, on the sul)wlnvnt il fltcu expe-
dittion to relieve General Gordon, 1 can reweinber him so
well taking my temperatrre sl fecling my puls(‘, ad then
telling me in very serious tones that b thought it vight to
inform me that he feared T would not live till morning. I
recollect so well, after hearing him cantion the dttond.mt

SO0 patients were wnder; woing frealnent,

orderly to call him upon any change taking place, and when
he had gone, how I tried to realize that I was veally dyiug.
I thought his words over in a confused sort of way, but
somehow they did not scem to alarm me so much T did
not seem to feel very much concerned, ind yet I might be
dead before morning—so he said; but though 1 cogitated
long into the night in a confused sort of way, I felt that I
was not going to die just then, and that somehow I would
pull through. I thought of Candda and home, and many
things, but all in a sort of drewmy, muddled fashion; nothing
scemed to hinpress me, and T once felt frightened to think
that I was so indifferent to all that previously had seemed
of such a serious nature and worthy of consideration. The
following movrning, on coming to my -cot, the surgeon re-
marked that 1 was “ a tough little fellow,” and that he now
had hopes of pulling me thlough, as he con.sulucd the erisis
was past.  That day T felt better, cheered and rvevived,
doubt, by his words, and was able to take note of surround-
ings which, until then, had utterly failed to intevest me. 1
fousd T was lying in the centre of a large stone flooved
room, which had been cleared of everything in the way of
furniture, and cots placed around the sides aund ends, with
another vow of the sume down the centre, ahout H0 in all,
The room was lofty, had large windows, and was decoratad
with paintings of landscape scenery, &c., on the walls; cut-
glass chandelicrs hung equidistant from  each end, and the
room evidently had been intended for something more than
an hospital. I learnt afterwards it was one of the reception
and ball-rooms of the Palace.  Surgeons and orderlies pass-
ed through going to other wards buyoml bare-footed Arabs
emplojed in { the wove menial work of the hospital, came and
went, and now and then a nursing sister, in plain but neat
dress, glided noiselessly past. AU went on quictly, regu-
Lty sand syste.natically, and T could not but co-.trast the
difference between what appeared to prevail now and when
I fivst visited the ¢Citadel, immediately after the occapation
of Cairo by our avmy after Tel-el-Kebir.  Then the sick
had no beds, but lay in their unitorms indiscriminately on
the floor in handreds.  Fever, dysentery and ophthalmia
were then the most prevalent discases, and - so numerous
were the cases that even in the Citadel, where, at the time
ot which T write, there were over 300 patients, suflicient
room could not be found for them, and as fasé as those able
to bear the journey could be eonveyed awav, they were
shipped by teain to Alexandiia to be transferved to Cyprus
or Midea, where invalid hospitals had been established,

To return, however, to myselt. The day on which 1 had
begun to inend was an exceedingly waem one, though it was
the 9th of De ember.  Eavly in the afternoon | had fallen
nto s doze, more or less sound, when T owas awakened by
heariug o very sweet volee, in aceents quite new and un-
known to e, ask me 10 I shioald like a p.(fwr Ou opening
my cyes T owas mueh surprised to see aovery beautiful young
lul) in white standing at iy bedside and holding in hor
hand o newspaper, which, it 1 aveolleet avight, was o copy
of the Toronto Ml 1 was thunderstruck at the vision,
and completely nonplussed when ay visicor continuedl, ¢ [
a so sorry, but it is the only one T have left, aoud it is an
Amertean one too” [ reeplied, as well as iy feebleness and
surprise wonld periit, “So much the better. 1 would like
W see an Awmerican paper.” <Ol indeed, T tm 5o glad
then, tor I did not think you would cue for it,"” answered
the youny lauly.  “ L am very p]c»wl to gebat, as T am
from Ameviea,” Lrephied.  * Inde ('(l may [ ask what pact3”
“ Canada,” Usaid, inwardly wondeviag who my fair ques-
tioner umll he, and thinking how m)ml it was of her to
bave a Coadian paper. For tlmlwh [ heard vegularly from
hote, it was some tims sinee [ il got a paper from Canada,
or heard how they thought there of onr doings on the sands
of Figypt. But, it my sarprise had been great at first, it
was very much heightened when the Luly repeated, “Canada?
Ave you really a Canadian?  From what part? Who
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would ever think of meeting a Canadian here!” Treplied that
1 was from Ontario, though a native of Montreal, and my
astonishment was now much increased wheun the young lady,
turning abruptly, left me, crossed th(? room to where an-
other lady was sitting by the bedside of one of the 42nd
Highlanders, and whom T had not previously observed.
Tuagine my surprise to hear thg younger lady repeat, Oh,
mamma, I have found a Cavadian!”  “A Canadiani” re-
peated the elder lady, directing her attention from the
Hiohlander to my visitor, “ Where?” “ Over here, come
over and see him before you go.”

To say that I was surprised is indeed a ild statement of
my feclings. I had heard of no Canadian people being in
Cairo, or in fact of any English ladies having as yet come
out. and I had not met a Canadian, or anyone who took any
interest in that far away land for so long, that I was at a
loss to understand who these ladies conld be who appeared
so interested in me because I was a Canadian. TIn afew
moments ¢ Mamma,” accompaniad by the young lady, came
over to me, and, seating herself on the side of my cot, sail :
“ My daughter tells me you are from Canada?” Yes,” I
replied, “ L am a Canadian.”  * How strange to find a Cana-
dian in the army here, and you are so young. What part
of Canada do you come from? ¢ Eastern Ontario; my
facher’s home is in South Grenville, near Prescott,” T an-
swered, ¢ Have vou ever been in Ottawa 1’ the lady con-
tinued. 4 Ob, yes, saveral times, M'm.”  “Then you must
have often seen us?’ continued wmy visitor, who, however,
noting wy puzzled look, added, “ You know, my hushand is
the British Ambassador here, Lord Duflerin, and we spent
several years in Canada.”  Upon this annonncement I was,
I must admit, somewhat disconcerted, but assured hev Lady-
ship that I had seen Lord and Lady Duafferin several times.
As a matter of fact T had, upon two oceasions, seen their
Sxeellencies when Ford Duftferin was Governor-General of
Canada, but it was some years previous, and being very
young at the time, the vecollection was not sutlicient to en-
able me torecognize the tady until after she had revealed
her identity, - 'This is my danghtor, the Lady [elen,” ¢con-
tinued her Ladyship, “and we shall be very glad to have a
long talk with you augain, for T notice yon are now in no
condition for conversation.”

This was the beginning of a verv pleasant and, ou my
part, much prized intercourse, aud which T tivmly believed
felped materially to 1estore me to health. Lady Duiferin,
for the many months she resided in Caive, devoied every
afternoon to her sick soldier countrymen, and, in company
with Lady Helen, visited, on alternate days, the hospitals at
Abbaseych and that at the Citadel.  We all appreciated
these visits very much, and eagerly looked for ¢ Ladies’
dav,” as the days of thelr visits soon caume to be called
among the patients.  Flowers, hooks, newspapers and mag-
azines wers distributed in profusion, for her Ladyship never
cane empty handed, and the only per-on who seeed to
view her visit with apprehension was the hospltal librarian,
who often complained that it waslittle use having cules and
regulations when ladics were always interceding on hehalf
of some patient for their disvegard. A few days after my
meeting with her Tadyship, T was privileged with a long
chat with her and Lady Helen aboot Canada, and when
taking her departure that day, Lady Dufferin asked me if I
had written home and if Uiy were aware there of my ill-
ness.  Upon my veply 1ot [ had not, as T had been so
weak, she kindly offered to write for me if I would give
dorthe addeess, This 1 gladly did, and in due course my
the s received a charming letter from the Countess inform-
i Uit that Thad been i1l but was fust progressing towals
veeovery.  This was bat oue of her. Ladyship’s many kind
and thoughtful zcts to the sick of the Avmy of occupation
during her stay in Egypt.  To me, as a Canadian, she was
specially kind, and evinced wmuch intevest in my welfare.
We had many pleisant chats about Canada, the cold win-

ters, the skating, tobogganing, &c., and hoth mother and
daughter seemed to have vetained the fondest recollections
of our country, and grateful rveminiscences of the kinduess
(as they termed it), shown them there throughout their en-
tire stay. Lady Dufferin several times remarked how
strange she thought it to tind a Canadian serving in the
army of Hgypt, and that she had never expected to find one
there. She was much interesled one Jday when, in veply to
an expression of this natave, I assured her that we Cauna-
dians weve very proud to serve the Empive under the old
flug of our fathers, and thas, as in the Roman avmies of old,
you might always find o few repressnbatives of even the
most distant provinces in an Imperial force of any magni-
tude.

A few days before Christmas her Ladyship was so kind
as to honor me with an invitation to take my Clristmas
dinner with her at the Villa Cattoui, @ beautiful residence
in the west end of the city, and which had on his werival
been placed at Lord Dufferin’s disposal by one ot the lead-
ing native Pashas. To say that [ felt grateful for thig
marke:d distinction to a soldier of the rank and fle, with,
as yet, but two chevrons on his arm., is quite an jnalaguite
expression of the feelings entertained by wysclf and com-
vades in return for her Ladyship’s coudesconsion. My read-
ers will understand the disappointment experienced, when
on application to the surgeon, 1 was refused pormission to
go. I was still too weak, the doctor said, to venturs out,
and the excitement would militate against my recovery.
So it was thonght wisest for me to remain where 1 was.

On Christmas Day, however, our visitors came again to
see us. in company with some other ladies who had just -
rived out from England.  Christmas cards were distributed
by the ladies to all the patients, and with a kind thowsht-
fulness exceedingly approprinte, I think, her Licdyship had
selected one with a snow-clad winter scene for her Cancvlian
proiege, It will, pevhaps, be ncedless to vemari that he
still retains and prizes that lictle cud very much.

I am proud and delighted to have the opportunity here
of proclhiming to my countrymen the kindovess of Lidy
Datterin and her daughter, not only to myself but to a sroat
many others of Sir Avchibald Alison’s wrmy. Tt was so
good of her to devote her thae and atention to ui.  Many
ladies of culturs and high rank would have disdained woop-
ing throwsh hospical wands aong common soldizrs, or, at
most, would have coutented themscives with an occasivial
visit and hurried glance over the vow of beds, escorted wmost
likely by the principai medical ofticer or some of the chief
surgeons or oflicors, who would, of course, mako a point of
sparing them the worst cases.  Not so Ludy Dutlorin and
her daughter.  Every other afternoon her cavringe came to
the Citarlel with its load of bovks, pupers, frait, cut tlowers,
roses, &c - They came wwound aned chatted, and in a quiet,
unostenta ous, motherly and sisterly way, with @ kind word
heve, and inquiry there; and many weve the expressions of
gratitude sent atter chem vy the vough and veady soldiers of
the vank and file, ebbing away their lives for Bricain in the
ancient land of the Pharaohs.

To Canadians who still vecolleet Lovd and Luly Dul-
ferin’s stay among us. this statement of the Licter's attention
to the sick soldiers of the Expeditionary Force and Avmy of,
Ocecupation will. I fesl posivive, give muach sasistaction.
Her Ladyship i9 not one to do for the purpose o beins seen
or talked of, wd all che more for this reason doss the
writer feel pleasure in being the poor means of bringinz 1o
the notice of his countreyen the attention and kinduess of
her Ladyship to one of their nnmber when abrovl anng
steangers serving the interests of th Hmpive.

The question of protecting her maritime voutes is now
occupying much attention in France, and the demand of the
Minister for the credits necessary for colonial defence and
the creation of coaling stations is warmly approved.
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Gleanings.

It is announced that, in future, revised editions of the

. . . . )
principal books of Regulations. mc.ludmg the Q.lwen s Regu-
lations and the Volunteer Regulations, will be issned once a
year.

Tt is stated that His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
has consented to again take up the Captain Generaley
of the Honourable Artillery Company, a post which he
resigned when a clond cune between the corps and the
horizon some time ago.

The Army and Nary Guzette says @ “ The men who join
the army (British) may be divided roughly inte three
classes--first and largest, those who, through their own
fault or accident, ave hopelessly destitute ; secondly. men
who have got into sone trouble at home and want to get
away for a time ; thirdly, men who wish to see the world
and become soldiers  If more wmen are wanted, more
advantages must be offerced.”

M. Mervillon the President of the “ Swocietiés de Tir”
of France. who is also Mavor of [yons, has announceld
recently his intention to ask the riflemen of the world
revisit his conntry. At dinner given to the notables of
his district command, by General Berge, the Military Gov-
ernor of Lvons, M. Meiillon mentioned that a grand inter-
national shooting competition, to be heldat Lyons, in 1891,
had been decided upon by the heads of the great association
le presided over, and under the same conditions and rules
as ab Paris.  The expenditire and costs entailed by the
weeting will be met by subwentions from  the State, the
city, and the united “ Societiés de Tie” of Franee.

Owing to the intended substitution of machine made
horse shoes for the hand made ones hitherto used, the whole
system of shoeing in the army is undergoing a gradual
change. Certain batteries of actillery. the whole of the
companies of the army service corps at Woolwich and some
elsew here, with other mounted corps, have recently com-
menced shoeing under the new régime. The farriers’ tools,
previously their own property, purchased by them on pro-
motion to that rank, now passover at a valuation to hecome

rovernment propevty ; the contract system, which allowed
one half-penny per horse per diem to the farrier for supply-
ing iron and shoes to the horses entrusted to his charge, is
aholished, and the tavrier works for the ordinary pay of his
rank, merely supervising and assisting in the shoeing of the
horses  with the machine made shoes. The furrvier will
probably eventually disappear from the muste: roll, the whole
of the work bieing entrusted to shoeing smiths.  The loss to
farviers due to the rvemoval of the contract is considerable ;
where o profit of £15 to £20 was anpuallv made,
the adaptation of machine made shoes affords no margin for
profit.  Whether a suificient supply of these shees will be
forthzoming on service is dubtous; and although the farriers
and shoeing smiths will still be practiced in the process of
turning shoes, itis not improlable that they will lose some
of theiv skill in that craft.  The profit on the contract
formed an inducement to men of skill and ability to qualify
themselves for the post of firrier. The withdrawal of this
inducement  will not conduee to . maintenance of the
standard, by no means too high, hitherto attained. In
many instances unfavourable reports have hecu made on
the guality, and especially the durability of the machine
made shocs.

ARE_YOU COING CAMPING ?
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A full supply of
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D. PIKE, = ;
157 KING ST. EAST, TORONTO.
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tench any twiely intelligeut persan of elther
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how to earn Three Thousand Dollars a

Yoarin theirown localitiesavherever they dive.l wil also furnish
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