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Siterary Votices.

ScriBNER'S Macazine for October con-
tains :—

The Temples of Egypt—with illustrations
from drawings, photographs and engra-

vings.

A%emoin of the last fifty years—first
paper, by Lester Wallock, with portraits.

roblema in American Politice—by Hugh

McCulloch,

Behind the Scenes of an Opera Honse—
with illustrations from drawings, &ec.

Fivst Harvests—

The Railroad in its Business Relations
~—with portraits.

Charity—with illustrations.

Contributions to the History of Fife.

TO GIRLS.

Be cheerful, but not gigglers; serious,
but not dull; be communicative,but not for-
ward; be kind bat not servile. Beware of
silly, thoughtless specches; although you
may forget them, others will not. Re-
wember God’s eye is in every company.

Beware of levity and familiarity with
young men; a modest reserve, without af-
foctation, is the only safe path. Court
and encourage conversation with those
who are truly serious and conversable; do
not go into valuable company without en-
deavouring to improve by the intercourse
permitted to you.

Nothing is more unbecoming. when one
part of a company 18 engaged in profitable
conversation, than that another part should
be trifling, giggling, and talking compara-
tive nonsense to each other.—Legh Rich-
mond

A THOUGHT FOR PARENTS.

What if God should place in your hand
a diamond, and tell you to inscribe on it
a sentence which should be read at the
last day, and shown then as an index of
your own thoughts and feelings; what
care, what. caution would you exercise in
the selection ! Now, this is what God has
done. He has placed before you the im-
mortal minds of your children, more im-
perishable thau the dizmond, on which
you are to inscribe every day and every

our, by your iustructions, by your spirit,
or by your example, something which will
remain and be for or against you at the
judgment.

THE GREAT REFINFR.

 And He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver
(Mavuacat ili, 8)

‘Tis sweet to feel that He who tries
The silver, takes His seat

Besido the fire that purifics
Leat too intense a heat,
Raised to consume the base alloy,

The precious metal, too, destroy.

‘Tis grod to think how well He knows
The silver's power to
The ordeal to which it goes :
And that, with skill and care,
He'll. take it from tho fire when fit
For His own hand to polish it.

‘Tis blessedness to know that He
The work He has begun

Will not forsake, till He can see —
To prove the work well done—

An image, by its brightness shown,

The perfect likeness of His own.

But ah ! how much of earthly mould,
Dark relics of the mine,

Lost from the ore must He behold,
How long must He refine,

Ere in the silver He can trace

The first faint semblance of His face !

Thou Great Refiner ! sit Thou by,
Thy promise to fulfil ;
Moved by Thy hand, beneath Thine eyo,
Aund melted at Thy will :
v may Thy work for ever shine,
Reflecting beauty pure as Thine ‘é F

A PRAYER.

The most beautiful and efficient feature
of the order of the King's Daughter is
“‘The Prayer of Consecration,” which each
King's Daughter offers every morning upon
rising. It 18 thias:

Each moruing I seek to give myself to
my heavenly Father for the day, saying,
"I;glke we, Lord, and use me to-day as Thou

.

Whatever work Thou hast for me to do
give it unto my hands.

1f there are those Thou wouldst have
me help in any way, send them to me,

Take my time and use it as Thou wilt.

Let me be a vessel, close to Thy hand
and mcet for Thy servico, to bé employed -
only for Thee and for ministry to others
“in His name,” .
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Now is the time to increase the circu-
lation of the Marmmue. It gives 372
nages of good reading matter, a good sized
k, for 25 cents. 1t belomgs not to the
publisher but to the readers. They receive
all its income in aid of their wmission
schemes, and it is to their interest to in-
crease the circulation. Let each reader
make it known to a neighbor who does
not take it, and aid in securing a larger
club. Parcels of the Martrive will gladly
be sent free for distribation to any who
will interest themselves in getting sub-
scribers,

This issue contains material for careful
thought, Let any one *‘vead, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest” the Synod’s
sermon, the reports on Sabbath Schoom,
Systematic Beneficence and the ' State of
Religion, and he will be a wiser, better,
man for it. . . U

- The Sermon in this issue emphasizes one
grand truth that the church too often for-
gets, viz. that the church is bound not
merely to evangelize the world at some

time ¢r other, bat that upon the church
of to-day, rests the obligation to evange-
lize the heathen world of to-day. If the
present generation of heathen goes down
to the grave without the gospel, upon the
present generativn of christians rests the
Tesponsibility. Read the sermon with
care and prayer.

The report on the State of Religion
covers the whole sphere of Christian lite
and work in our church. Let each chris-
tian carefully read it, and weigh and inehs-
ure his own life by it. Let the question
be ** How far am-[ responsible for what is
lacking? How may 1 do more toadvance
the state of religism within my own heart
and in the church and world.

The report on Systematic Beneficence,
deals both in figures and principles, The
figures are the index of tﬁe principles as
the hands on the watch indicato the move-
ment of the machinery within. One of
the ways in which the true progress of any
congregation may be measured is by its
giving. Christ yave Hinmelf, and where
Hig apirit dwells there will be the spirit of
beneficence. By their fruits ye shall
know them,

Christian people would do well to take
heed to the principle that they are the
Lord’s and that the regular, systematic
giving to Him of what he has given to
them is an act of worshi[l’lto Him. It is
ggubipping Him with the bady which is

is. . .

The young of to-day will be the men and
women of twenty -years hence and the
work of the Sabbath School which aims at
forming thesé young hearts and lives while
they are young and tender-is of necessity
among. the most important work to which
christians of to-day can lay their haud.
With. this work the report on Sabbath
Schools deals plainly and forcibly. Let
its lessons be s:udied and puwticqi
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MISS DR. McKAY LEAVES FORINDIA.

On Friday, Oct. 12th, Sharon Church, at
Stellarton, Pictou Co., was filled with a
deeply intarested gathering. The congrega-
tion had come to say farewell to Miss Dr,
McKay, one of their number who goes forth
in the service of our church as a medical
missionary to India.

The pustor, Mv. Turnbull, presided. Ad-
dresses were given by Rev. Messrs. Camming,
Robertson, and by Dr. Kennedy. Miss Mec-
Kay was presented with a purse by the con.
gregation, and with a Bible by the ladies of
the Sharon Church W. F. M. 8. The ex-
creises were varied by appropriate hymns
some of which were in-the circumstances
very touching.

Miss McKay is a daughter of Mr. James
McKuy, of that place. After her early
school days in her nutive place she attended
for a time the high school at New Glasgow,
and then the College at Sackville, N. B.
She then took u regular Medical course in
Torofito, graduated in her chosen profession
and now goes forth to give her life to God in
India.

Although the Maritime Provincesbegantheir
foreign mission work more than forty yeurs
ago, being the first British. Colony to send
out a missionury to the heathen, and have
since that time sent forth many faithful men
and women to the foreign field, Miss McKay
18 the first female medical missionary, in fact
the first medical missionary that has gone
from among us, and this makes a new de-
parture in mission work.

It is estimated that there arve at leasta
hundred milliona of women in India, living
lives of practical hwprisonment in their
Zenana homes. Few of them have yet heard
the gospel, and regardiug them two things
may lfm noted, (1) That no man can get access
to them to teach them, and hence the ne-
cessity of female missionaries if they are to
heur the gospel, and, (2) No male physician
is allowed to visit them. If suffering they
must suffer, if dying they must die, hence
the necessity for medical women. The
femnle medical nissionary is thus indeed a
herald of mercy to the women of India.
Shel brings with her healing for body and for
soul,

While thus doing so grand a work, these
yonng women that go forth have a special
claim upon the sympathy and prayers of the
church, for most missionaries go as did the
disciples, two and two, and when cut off from
friends and home they have a home of their
own, gnd can help, cheer and sympathize
with each otaer ﬂmt the young wonien
who go far from friends and home as teach-
ers and missionaries go in a great measure
alony, 8o far as humau sympathy and help is

concernel. In their weariness and discour-
agement have often none to whom they can
open their minds or with whom they can
share their troubles and ditficulties and thus
lighten and lessen them, if there he such a
thing as true heroisn, some of the grandest
instances of it are to be found in some of the
Young women who have thus given their
ives to missions. Perhaps a better name
than heroiam would be strong faith and fer-
vent love for Christ and for the perishing.

A missionary is wanted for Couva, Trini-
dad, and a lady teacher to go when the
missionary goes. The planters there pay
two hundred pounds of the salary in that
field, so much do they appreciate the work
that our church is doing, and it is absolutely
necessary to have a missionary there if we
are to continue to receive that support from
them. Couva is the centre of a large Coolie
population from which by the aid of native
agency the thonsands of Hindus in that dis-
trict may he evangelized.

If change of work is rest, then Miss
Blackadder has had a grand summer’s rest to
recruit her for another term of her loved
work among the Coolie children of Trinidad.
She has travelled and addressed meetings
with great diligence and acceptance in Nova
Scotia, P. E. Island and Cape Breton.
Everywhere her clear, <tatements which are
a model of terse, simple, Suxon English, are
listened to with the. deepest interest, and
will help to stir up & deeper interest in our
mission in that field.

The New Hebrides is being brought more
within the pale of the worlds action, and is
begining to feel the pulse beat of its busy
life. The regular steam communication now
opened up will be helpfulto our missionaries,
will help to develop civilized life among the
natives,and will giveinsome measureamarket
for their produce and the benefits of trade
and commerce.

One great obstacle hitherto has been that
whea the natives were led from their habits
of idleness and sin they had nothing to do.
There was no trade. fl’l{ey could do little to
better their modesof living. They could sell
nothing by which to purchase the comforts
and improvemcnts of civilized life. A better
outlook is now opeuing nF in this regard.
When trade begins it will wear its own
channels deeper and wider, and these fair
islands of the sea that have cost our church
money, prayers, and precious lives will be
filled with christian civilization that will in
its highest aense fulfil the prophecy.

** The isles sound His praise.”
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PRESBYTERIAL VISITATIONS,

Presbyterial Visitations were held at
Upfler and Middle Musquodoboit on the
15th Oct. Rev. T. H. Murray preached
at the former place and Rev. S. Rosbor-
ough at the latter.

TUPPER MUSQUODOBOIT,

is now without a pastor,hence the spiritual
machinery of the congregation is not in
efticient operation. Sabbath Schools and
prayer meetings are not kept up except
one on the Sheet Harbor Rond cunducted
by & young man engaged as school teacher
in the section,

Regular supply has been given which
has been paid for in fall,

The schemes of the church have not
been remembe.ed except 819 contributed
to the Augmentation Fund.

Twelve copies of the .Record and fifty-
seven of the MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN are
taken.

The Churches and Manse are clear of
debt.

A congregational meecting is to be held
on the 22nd Nov. to take steps in the
<alling of a minister, and collectors have
been appointed to su:cure contributions for
the schemes of the church.

There are now only five elders in the
congregation,

At the close of the visitation members
of the committee pressed-upon the people
to take immediate steps- to secure the
services of arother pastor and also to

" strengthen the Session by electing more
eldera.

MIDVULE MUSQUODOBOIT,

In this co tion 6 new ‘elders have
been ordained since last visitation, and be-
tween $300 and $400 expended on church
property. . .

Six Sebbath schools.are kept up and
four prayer m etings. .

Sixty-five copies of the Record are taken.

$220 was raised last year for the schemes
of the church,

Arrears have not been allowed to accu-

mulate, and the congregation has now
risen to the minimun salary.

The cougiegaiion was commended for
<he substantial progress that had been
made since Mr. Baynes’ settlement and
whilst no scheme of the church had been
neglected they were urged tc give larger
contributions tv the College and Aged and
Infirm Ministers Fund. %n financial mat-.
ters greater promptness in paying sub-
scriptions was urged, or the adoption of
the Weekly Offering system and lnying by
in store was strongly enjoined. Cox.

*“MORE THAN CONQUEROES.”

A conqueror may compel submission,
but he cannot compel love. The con-
quered nation may be filled with hatred,
and thirst for revenge. Christ is more
than a conqueror, for he not merely sub-
dues his people under his sway, but he
draws out their affection to himself : His
enemies are thus changed into loving and
devoted friends. The persecuting Saul,
breathing out threatenings and slaughter,
and making havoc of the church, became
the devoted apostle Paul, to whom * to
live was Christ., The Christisn is * more
than a conqueror.” The tribulation, dis-
tress, and persecution but lead him all the
closer to Christ; 8o that he not merely
submits to these seeming ills, but he re-
joices in tribulation, and actually thanks
Christ for sending it. The sting is taken
out of the persecution, and the Christian
rejoices that he is counted worthy to suf-
fer for Christs sake.—George Jeffrey.

FRANKNESS AND HARSHNESS. |

How often a bitter speech, which has
caused keen pain to the hearer, has been
followed by such words as these, as if in
justification of the unkindness shown:

 *1'm a plain, blunt person, and I have
to speak out just’ what I think. People
must take me as the Lord made me.”

Anything meaner than sucli an attempt

,to throw the responsibility for one’s ugli-
ness of tempér off upon the Lord it would
be hard to imagine. Frankness of speech
is one thing, but " harshness is a very dif-
ferent thing. ' The Lord never ‘endowed
any man with such « disposition, or put
him in such circuinstances that he was
obliged to make stinging, cruel remarks.

'Some pecple. have more difticalty than

others mn being sweet-tempered and kind-

Iy spokén, but when one fails it is his own
fault. o N,
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Demerara.

——

REV. JOHN GIBSON'S REPORT.
FOR THE YEAR 1887-8.

1n spite of discouragements which fre-
juently appecred sufficient to put an end
to our work we still continue to labour
andto wait- To say that ourdifficulties have
vanished would be misleading in the ex-
treme. The Mission is still struggling for
bare existance. The desired extention of
our operations has not been realized, on
the contrary the number of helpers has
been diminished. The unsatisfactory
state of the funds and the untinished con-
dition of our house have been the constant
reminders of our unsettled situation. The
work has suffered seriously from uncer-
tainty of support.

The Uitvfugt and DeWillem school has
been open during the whole year. The
votal number on the roll wag 262147 boys
dnd 103 girls.. The attendance was made
up of childred under working age aud of
thoseé Wwho dre usuigly emflo 7od oh the os-
tate But who attend school when not work-
ing. 'The attendsice of the latter was
necesmarily frregular. The attendance of
the smaller children was more regular than
the previous year, During the brat seven
Moygins Abranam Lincoln did the work of
teacher and catechist. In October an ad-
ditional teacher and two monitors were
employed and the Catechist now assists in
bringing out the children and gives reliﬁ%
ous instruction one hour per day. The
daily average since the new teacher was
engaged has been 102, A treat wasgiven
to the children on Christmas eve, aeveral
ladies kindly assisted in making 160 gar-
ments which were distributed among the
most deserving. The whole grant of 825.
per month was paid to Abraham Lincoln
until October. Since the 11th of October
A. W, Estwick, teacher, has received at
the rate of $20.00 per month and the re-
maining $6.00 have been paid to the moni-
wrs and catechist. The catechist will
henceforth dek»‘end entirely upon the so-
cietf. There has been the greatest dif-
ticulty in meeting former demands, the
support of the catechist will be lan addi-
tional expense for which no additional
means are available. Our thanks aro due
to the Canadian Church for a donation of
£60.00 sent to assist in this object.

The Tuschen and Zeelugt school was

open until September 10th when in con-
sequence of the destruction of the Tuschen
House b{fﬁre'the building was requifed
for the Manager's residence. The total
number on the roll was 162; 97 boys and
65 girls. The daily average was 62, Un-
til the amalgamation of Tuschen and Zee-
lugt in A}l)‘ril the grant was $26.00 per
month. Tuschen paid 812,60 for the
month of May, subeequently, the teacher
was paid on the estate at the rato of $26.
per month. \We sincerely hope that the:
proprietors to whom we ave so deeply in--
debted will coon be able to re-establish
this school.

The Hague school has been continued
through the kindness of the manager who-
has paid the teachers salary. Jankee is-
still in charge as teacher. He has given
much satisfaction in teaching, and made
marked progress in his own knowledge of
Scripture. The total number on the roll
was 107; 73boys and 34 girls, The dagﬂ'
average was 44. A treat was given to
s children in January, at the same time
42 boysand 28 girls received garments
made by ladies on the Coast.

Sabbath services were conducted ab
Hugue, Uitvlugt, and Tuschen, Latterly,
&n afternoon service has been held on dif-
ferent estates as opportunity afforded.
The International Sunday School Lessons
were taught as previously and the Golden
Toxts committed to memory. After the
regular service at Uilvlu%t, the adults re-
main for a Hindu Bible Class, 24 merfxbers
of this class read fiuently. There is an
English Bible Class for the larger children.
‘Twelvepersons have been baptized,8adultx

: and 4 children. The total number of bap--

tisms since the beginning of the work in.
June 1885 is 53; 39 adults and 14 children

During the year 10 names have been added
to the cornmunion role. The presenturum-

ber of communicants is 37. Two marriages
have been performed. The collections
for all purposes smounted to $56.07. ‘Ele-
ven estatesand twelve hospitals have beem
visited, when portions of Seripture and
religious works were read and short ad-
dresses given on the nature of God, Man,
Sin, and Salvation. The patients in the
hospitals sre specially attentive, and fully
assent to our words. Interesting discus-
aions have been hold with Hinduand Mo-
hammedan teachers. A growing desire
for Christian literature is one of the most
gratifying features of our work. Since
the arrival of our last stock of books from
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India, 10 copies ef the Old Testament and
19 of the New Testamnent have been pur-
<hnsed by members. The demand for
Bibles both Hindi and English is good
evidenoe that the habit of mmhi:f thé
Scriptures is becoming more general, and
that the seed which is the Word of God is
‘being silently sown in the aoil which shall
in due time Xield a plentiful harvest.

The friends who have continued their
support during a season of deep depressicn
‘have our mosat sincere and hearty thanks.
We still earnestly desire to see a wider
and warmer interest awakened, £ more
eystematic method of raising funds_adop-
ted, and a surer financial basis established.
When the Chaorch has done what is with-
in her own power in this respect we may
reasonably look for a_lnt{zer outpouring of
the Divino power and blessing. In con-
<clusion, we acknowledge with deepest

ratitude the goodness of God, in continu-
ing to us the blessing of perfect health,
-and in bestowing upon us abundant tokens
-of his favour.
Jomx Gissox.

‘THE COMPLETE BIBLE IN JAPAN.

On the 3rd of February, 1888, a meet-
ing was held in the Shin Sakai church,
Tsukiji, Tokyo, to colebrate the comple-
‘tion of the translation of the whole Bible
into Japanese.

There was a large gathering of Japanesc
and foreigners, the church%xeing filled,
J. C. Hepburn,, M. D., LL D., occupied
‘the chair. Bishop Williams oponed the
mestings by reading the Ninteenth Psalm.
The sanc Perlm was then read in Japan-
-ese, and gdi'resses were made in both lan-
guages,

Dr. Hepburn, in the course of his re-
aarks, suiting the action to the word,
took a copy of the New Testament, which
had long been completed, in one hand, and
the Old Testament, just from the press,
in the other, and reverently placing them
together laid the volumes down—s com-

lete Bible. The audience, knowing that

e had spent the last sixteen years of his
life almost entirely, in company with dif-
ferent co-laborers, in thix work,-and know-
the deep interest which he had in it, were
visibly moved at the simple but touching
action which thus symbolized the termii-
nation of these labors. Thé New ‘Teita-
fuent was comp!~ted in 1880.— Phil. Pres.

GOVERNING A BOY.

Get hold of the boy's heart. Yonder
locomotive with the thundering train
comes like a whirlwind down the trck,
and a regiment of armed men might seek
to arrest it in vain, It would crush them
and plunge unheeding on, But there is a
little lever in its mechanism that at the
pressure of & man’'s hand will alacken its
speed, aud in & moment or two bring it
panting and still, like & whipped spaniel,
at your feet. By the same lever the vast
steamship is guided hither and yon on the
sea in spite of adverse winds or current.

The sennitive and soft spot, by which a
boy's life is controlled, is his heart. With
your grusp firm and gentle on that helm,
you can pilot him whether you will. Ne.
ver doubt that he has & heart. Bad and
wilful boys very often have the tenderest
hearts hidden away somewhere beneath
incrustations of sin or behind barricades
of pride. And it is your business to get
at that heart, keep hold of it by s mpath{,
confiding in him, manifestly working only
for his good, by little indirect kindness to
mother or sister, or even pet dog. See
him at his home or invite him into yours.
Provide him some little pleasure, set him
to do some little service of trust for you,
love him practically. Any way, rule him
through his heart.

DEEDS NOT WORDS,

Men are to be estimated not by their
professions, but by their performances ;
not by their words, but by their deeds
Some people are very strong on the spir-
itual side of religion, judging from their
words, but very weak on the practical
slde, judging from their conduct. A re-
ligion that 18 justly discredited on its social
side is unworthy of confidence on its
spiritual side, He who is not true to man
is not true to God ; he who does not love
his brother, whom he has seen, how, in-
quires the apostle, can he love God, whom
he has not seen? We judge the tree by
its fruits, and we judge men by theiracts.
A mau who is not strictly upright in life
cannot be truly pious in heart. Piety can
never be disconnected from morality.: A
man may be moral without beipg pious,
but he cannot be Ei(:.m without being mor-
al.” " Every true Christian, like the apostle,
endeavours to keep a conscience void of
offense toward God and toward man.—
Methodist Recorder. ’
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THE WIFE ON SUNDAY.

Passing from place to place, and being
with different families on Surday, I have
noticed what seems to me a matter to
which the attention of some heads of fam-
ilies should have their attention called —
the Fourth Commandmeut as related to a
man's wife. It is not an uncommon thing

to see a wife who has little children to !

care for, all the cooking, washing, sewing,
and other domestic duties to attend to, in
sone instances with little or no help, re-
quired by her husband to prepare three
warm meals, and something extra, too, on
the Sabbath, besides having the children,
as well as herself, to prepare and make
ready for church in a given time. Should
she make a failure in some ariicie in cook-
ing, or being a little behind hand in being
ready for church, such a storm of words
is hurled forth at the poor woman, and all
is often made disagreeable, unfit for wor-
ship, which she had hoped to perform with
a heart untroubled.

T have scen it the case when men who
have bettered their condition in the way
of & home, lands or money, all coming by
their wife, they having not a dollar before
marriage, requite their wives to perforin
al the work above alluded to, not even
lending a helping hand, or providing her
with help; when she had been brought up
in easc and luxury, never having such a
thing to do ac to cook or wash, etc., until
he forced her to do it, and at times when
he was able to hire help, but was too pen-
urious,

Besides, he will not even assist in teach-
ing the children lessons, but will complain
if they do not know them, or everything
go on exactly as he wishes it; and com-
plains if she dosn't smile and be in a good
humour and pleasant all the time, saying
she is cross, and he dosn’t see how anyone
is to get elong with her, etc.

This, and more too, have I witnessed,
often where the hushaud was a professing
Christian, even sumetimes holding the of-
fice of elder, or deacon, or class-leader in
the church—all smiles to strangers, and
to everyone except his own wife and chil-
dren. He says, ‘I have to work hard all
the week, and I do think my wife ought
to give me three good meals on Sunday,
and not bother me, but let me enjoy the
rest of the Sabbath.”

Oh, no! it does not matter how hard she
has to work the same six days, even

harder, for night often brings no rest, for
the children must be laoked after. She
has no right to sit down and meditate, and
read her Bible before church; no right on
her return from church t, sit down and
talk over with him or the children, or
meditate on what the pteacher said, how
much good it did her puor, longing, hun-
gry soul. That warm dinner must be got
| ready; he can’t and won't (that’s it, won't)
eat cold meals—it don’t suit him to do so
one day in seven to allow his wife to rest.
Often in the afternoon, while he sleeps,
she prepares herself and children for the
services or Sabbath school. In the momn-
ing, while she is busy, he reads the morn-
ing paper. Itis seldom there isn't some
one to attend to thestock and harness the
horacs,

0, man! stop, think what you are doing,
what you promised your wife before you
married—how you told her you were able
to provide for her in a manner suitable to
her station in life; think of the furrows
you are causing to come upon that once
smooth brow; that you have turned that
once lovely Christian woman into a slave;
speak gently, assist her inall you can —ac-
custom yourself to eat a cold dinner for
her sake, on Sunday, if you do not do so
believing it a sin to cook on Sunday. 1
have often thought, could a man have any
appreciation or conception of the fine sen-
sibilities and true worth of woman, who.
so acts? Nay, I fear his home training
was such as to regard a wife as being able
and fit for such a life only. If you will
try I think you will find the same cheer-
f3'. pleasant and agreeable companion you
married. Hoping this may meet tho right
eye, and arrest some husband in his course:
towards his wife, is the wish of one who
sees, — Christian Observer.

COCLDN'T HOLD HIM.

Mr. Edward Mott in the New York
Times tells the following story; *The
Cedar Grove Presbyterian church in East
Earl township, Lancaster county, Pa, was
erracted in 1887, and is in nearly its ori-
ginal state. One of the early g:sbors of
this church was the Rev. Mr. Babbitt, a
most austere and dignified divine. An
amusing incident of his pastorate is among
the favarite reminiscences of the communi-
cants of old Cedar Grove church of to-day.
The preacher had other charges besides
Cedar Grove, and cne Sunday was making

his rounds, riding a horse that he had box-
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vowed from a parigshioner. Fox hunting
was the all absorbing sport of the gentry
of that early time in Lancaster county.
The preacher had unot ridden many miles
when he heard the musical baying of a
pack of fox hounds, and svon a number
of huntsmen appeared on the scene, flying
across country on their trained hunters.
Incensed at this desecration of the Sab-
bath the good man urged his horse toward
the sportsmen with the intention of head-
ing them off and reproving them. Then
came a revelation that appalled him. The
horse he was riding proved to be an old
fox hunter. The baying of the hounds
aroused old-time memories within him,
and away he went, joining in the chase;
and flew pell mell after the others. 1n
vain did the preacher pull rein and bit.
The old horse took a leading place behind
the hounds. Up hill and down dale, over
ditch and fence, he flew, bearing the
shocked and chagrined winister along in
the Sunday hunt. When the fox was run
to earth the old horse was in at the death,
and was content then to carry his rider
on gis more devout but less exciting er-
xand.

A GLEAM OF LIGHT.

A beautiful incident within our knowl-
edge impressed upon us more than ever
the fact that the divine message shall not
fall to the ground void, but is mighty be-
yond our comprehersion, through His
power. A lady was summoned to the
bedside of a friend, the mother of a
family, and whose mental faculties had
become deranged. :

“What could I say or do?” she said.
all was wild excitement; my heart wept
wver her, yot I had no power to calm her,
or do her good. But I felt for her so
deeply that I could not leave her without
one whisper of comfort. I bent above
her and said, softly, ‘Underneath are the
Everlasting Arns!’ 1t seemed as though
she glanced up at the words—hers was a
Christian life—but she showed no signs of
comprehension, and I left her; believing
my whisper unheard.”

But, hours after, to that delirinm there
came a lucid interval, and in that period
of quiet what were the words that the in-
valid spoke! “Underneath are the ever-
lasting Arms!”  Amid all the strange fan-
cies of the restless brain, that one text of
haavenly calm had been victorious, and

er.

o

reached to heart and momory.—The Quiv- |

THE OPIUM TRAFFIC AND MIS.
SIONS,

The deep resentment existing in the
minds of many Chinese against foreigners,
on account of the.opium traflic, is well
shown by an incident narrated by a mem-
ber of the China lsland Mission, who re-

orts having found one day, ina large

ouse, three women sitting together,
smoking their pipes—one an old lady in
her ninetieth year. As soon as this old
lady caught the nanie of Jesus in the con-
versation, she arose, and, coming toward
the missionary, said: *‘Do not mention
that rame again! I hate Jesus! J will
not hear another word ! You foreigners
bring opium in one hand and Jesus in the
other!” Later, taking the baok from the
hand of the missionary, she read a few
sentences: but secing the name of Jesus,
she contemptuously shut the volume say-
ing, ‘‘Takeit away! Take itaway! Ido
not want your opium or your Jesus!” Can
anything he sadder than having our holy
faith vhus connected, though wrongly, i
the minds of the Chinese with a vile traftic.
— Missionary Herald.

THE POWER OF A TRACT.

A young Hindu of some education fell
into bad habits, and in his extremity stole
83 from his aunt. Passing on his way he
found in his path the ‘‘Heart Book,”-a
small treatise translated and printed in
his own language. On reading it his at-
tention was arrested and his conscience
aroused. He went home confessed his
theft, and restored the money. For six
months he read and re-read the graphic
description of his own heart-wrongs in the
little book. His conscience, so seared and
dead beforo, now gave him no rest. His
aunt advised him togo to afriend ina
near village, who had a larger book which
they «alled “God's Word.” He went,
borrowed the friend’s Bibie, and read it
as he had read the ‘Heart Book.” He
was converted, ceased all idolatrous wor-
ship and rites, and was baptized. His
family persecuted him, cast him out, and
porformed his funeral rites, buthe lives

‘an earnest, happy Christian,

There are some sixty thousand Hindus in
Trinidad, and shout eighty thomsand in
Demarara. These children of the East have
come to.the West-Indies to labor. God has
E\xt dt}\em there to receive the goapel at our

an . ‘ .
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SERMON PREACHED AT THE OPEN.
ING OF SYNOD.

BY REV. E. A, MCCURDY, MODERATOR.

And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world,
and preach the Cospel to every creature.—Mark, 16. 165.

It is not necessary for us to spend any
time, either in the discussion of the ques-
tion respecting the genuineness of our
text, or in the attempt to vindicate the
propriety of its selection, in view of the
fact that such a question has been raised
concerning it. For though, as the critics
tell us, the whole p e from the ninth
verse to the end of the c%mpter is wantin
in the two oldest Gresk manuscripts ang
in some other authoritics, yet the revisers
have felt themselves justified in incorpor-
ating the Kauage in their text. Besides,
whether these very words were written by
Mark or not, there is no doubt that they
or words equivalent to them were address-
sed to the disciples shurtly before the as-
cension of their Lord, and that they indi-
cate clearly Christ's will with respect to
the chief work of His church ; that indeed
they constitute the great commission
which she has received from her Lord,
making it absolutely imperative upon the
church as a whole, upun every branch
thereof, upon every congregation of Chris-
tians throughout the world, and upon each
individual member of every congregation,
to put forth every possible effort to evan-
gelize the world.

Now if these universally maintained po-
sitions are correct, 1t must be proper and
even necessary for christians, both in their
individual and organized capacity, to direct
their attention frequently to the subject
brought before us in this passage; to study
it most carefully and thoroughly; to make
sure that in somne adequate degrge they
have mastered its meaning ; as well as to
consider with equal care and frequency
the neasure of their diligence, fidelity and
zeal in carrying out their instructions.
Further it is their obvious duty to ascer-
tain as accurately as possible the extent of
their success or failure, und to endeavour
persistently and constautly and by the use
of every legitimate means to rouse them-
solves, and to stir each other up to more
adequate effort in the performance of the
work which the Master hus given them to
do. Especially it seems most fitting that
they should-do this in all their public as-
semblies whether social, congregational, or

ecclesiastical. Under the persuasion that

such a cuurse is at once proper and dutiful,

attention is once more invited to this theme

which has so often engaged consideration.
Let us consider,

1. THE CHARACTER OF THE GREAT COM-
MISSION,

And upon this point we remark,
1. That this Commission is a summons to
a work of the most colossal magnitude.

The task of evangelizing the world is no
holiday employment. It can never be ef-
fected by what a distinguished missionary
has designated as playing at missions. On
the contrary it is a work which is fitted to
tax the church’s energies to the very ut-
moat. For what does the execution of
this commission involve ? Not simply the
giving the guspel to the whole world some
time or other during the course of the
church’s history, but this rather, that in
each succ2ssive generation, the church of
that particular generation should give the
gospel to the whole world of the sane gen-
eration. This is something other, very
different from, and far more difficult of ac-
complishment. Yet it is this, nothing else
and nothing less, which is the duty of the
church. So imperative is the obligation
to do this very thing, that nothing but
obstacles absolutely insuperable can be re-

rded as exempting her from guilt if the
required duty be not preformed. Inabil-
ity to carry vut her iustructions, inability
not assumed but real and demonstrable,
is the only valid plea which can be urged
in arrest of judgment in the event of her
failure. For obviously the sweep of the
great commission is world wide and all em-
bracing. 1t scnds the heralds of the gos-
pel with their message of mercy tv every
kindred, and tribe, and tongue, and people
through every success;ve generation all
the yay down to the end of the worlds
history. For the gospel is an economy of
mercy for a ruined race. The provision
which it reveals is needed by the whole
human family. It is sufficient for all, it
is adapted to all, and it ought thereforeto
be made known to all : to all, not of one
particular nation or race or nge or stage of
civilization, but of every nation, of every
race, of every generation, of every stage of
civilization.

But let us look at our work a little more
narrowly and in some of its details in order
that wo may be duly impressed with its
colossul magnitude. The evangelization
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of the world cannot pussibly be effected by
preaching the guspea either to tribes, or
communities, or nations in *he mwass. It
must be effected by the instruction, illu-
mination and conversion of iudividuils,
The truth has to be brought to bear upon
men one by one. Successful evangelization
is the product of effort with individuals
ratzer than with masses. No doubt, the
lines of family, of kindred, and of nation-
ality are those along which the work must
be conducted. But after all men are not
evangelized,and they cannot be evangelized
a8 whole families, or tribes, ornations, but
a8 individuals. Availing themselves there-
fore as far as possible of the advantages of
domestic, sucial and national influence the
heralds of salvation must go personally,
and preach the gospel pérsonally as well
as repeatedly to every creaturc. How
much of tvil and effort aud self denial are
involved in this will become at least dimly
apparent when we consider the enormous
proportion of the human family which has
never yet heard the gospel. If those who
have the bes' right to speak with author-
ity upon this point are correct in their
suatement that of the 1,500,000,000 of the
worids population at the present time, 1,-
000,000,000, or two thirds of the whole
number, are as utterly ignorant of the
gospel as if this commission had never been
given, what an affecting view this one fact,
thoughtfully cousidered, opens up with
respect to the enormous magnitude of the
work.

But let us look at the matter in another
aspect. Christianity was never so widely
provalent as it is to-day. Missionary ef-
fort has seldom or never been put forth
with more intelligence, zeal, or devotion
than at the present time. Yet notwith-
standing the present prevalence and power
of christianity in so many parts of the
world, in spite of the almost unparalelied
missivnary activity of the lust one hundred
years, there is reason to believe that never
at any period in the past were tkere so
many people in the world destitute of the
knowledge of the gospel as there are to-
day. The author of the now celebrated
article on ‘* A Century of Foreign Mis-
sions ” aflirms that the heathen and Mo-
hammedan population of the world is wore
by 200,000,000 than it was one hundred
years ago, while t'.> living converts to
christiznity and their families do not
amount to 3,000,000, and he draws this
startling and impressive inference, that,

even during the boasted centyry of Pro-
testant Missions, the increass of the un-
evangelized population of the world is nu-
merically about seventy times as great as
that of the converts to christianity. Now
if this view of the matter be currect, if
with all the missionary activity of this age
the church is overtaking only one iu 70,
not of the heathen population of the globe,
but only of the increase of that population
as compared with a century ago ; or to put
it more broadly if with all the wissionary
activity of this age the church is reaching
only 3,000,000 out of 1,000,000,000 ; in
other words, only one in upwards of 330
of those whum she cught to reach, whomn
she would reach if she carried out her com-
mission fully, it must be painfully appar-
ent how coloseal is the magnitude of the
task which has been impressed upsn her.
But once more, if we are to be adequaie-
ly impressed with its enormous magmtude,
we need to bear in mind that each one of
these unevangelized millions has within
him the taint of moral and spiritus! de-
pravity ; a taint which no human power
can remove ; a taint which even the truth
of the gospel apart from the power of the
Almighty arm that wields it is unable to
remove ; a taint which invariably ensures
indifference and very often hostility to the
truth. We need to remember further
that that taint has been made infinitely
harder to remove by the evil habits which
have been acquired under its influence.
Nor ought we to overlook the fact that the
great mass of the heather, in addition to
their native depravity and hostility to the
truth, in addition to the evil habits which
they have formed and the vile customs
which they have practiced, are under the
influence of organized systems of super-
stition and error whichexerciseanimmense
influence over them, systems which have
been hallowed by antiquity. and rendered
sacred in their eyes by their national tradi-
tions, and by the veneration of their an-
cestors, systems some of which are older
than christianity itself, and a few of which
have sacred books which have been studied
by succvessive generations for ages.
Whether therefore we think of the com-
prehensive sweep of the great commission;
the vast number of persons which it re-
quires those who are charged with its exe-
cution to reach or the number and power of
the hostile forces with which the attempt
to execute it briugs them into collision,
we cannot fail to be impressed with the
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truth that in commissioning the church to
preach the gospel to every creature the
Redeemer summons her to a work of the
very test magnitude.

Bu%r:;ain in v:genw of the colossal magni-

tude of the work let it be cbserved,
2, That this commission must be regarded
as « conunand repeiring the most diligent,
self denying and devoted effort o the part
of the church and of all her members.

For in this commission we have as has
been said the ** marching orders” of the
church. Issued by the great Captain of
her salvativn just as He was about to take
His seat upon His exalted throne, they
come at once to the great army of chris-
tiaus aud to every soldier of the cross with
the sanction of the very highest authority,
and enforced with considerations of the
inost impressive character. Clearly this
commission makes the evangelization of
the world the chief business of the church
as a whole, the chief work of each of her
members as individuals. There are of
course other things which christians may
do, many other things which they ought
to do, but this is something which they
must do. Studying the duty of christians
under the light of this commission, we
cuncludethatuexttotheir own illuinination
conversion and selvation the principal
thing for which individual sinners ace
called into fellowship with Christ is that
they way become instruments for the illu-
minativn, conversion, and salvation of
others ; that next to their own personal
and mutual edificativn the principal thing
for which christians are required to orgau-
ize themselves into sacieties and churches
is the uniting of their energies in seeking
out, sending forth, and maintaining, gual-
ified agents for the conversion of the world.
Hence it is evident that every congrega-
tion ought not merely to have a mission-
ary association within its Lounds, but Letter
still, it ought itself to be a missivnary asso-
cation, with its eye habitually turned, and
its energies systematically directed not
only to its oun editication and growth, but
alsu to the universal extension of the King-
dow of Christ. Still fuither every mem-
ber of every cungregation ought so to
realize the pressure of the obligation which
rests upon him personally to carry out
these instructions of his Lord as to prompt
him to be at once a ceaseless petitivner for
the comirg of Christ's Kinedom, and.a

sacred object. In reality he is solemnly
and publicly committed to all this by the
very fact of his church mewmbership. For
the work of evangelizing the world was °
not designed to be effected by missionaries
alone, or by wmissionaries encouraged and
assisted by ministers and a limited number
of the members of the church. This work
has not been laid upon a few choice spirits
in our congregaticns who in their laudable
desire to carry out their Mastor's will are
wmoved to form themselves into missionary
societies for that purpose. It has been
imposed upon the great body of the mem-
bership, each one of them being required
to do what he is able, and all that he is
able, to secure the end in view. Mission-
ary Assuciations of varivus sorts have un-
3uestionably done goud work, they are

oing guod work still. and no doubt will
continue to do good wortk. No one who
has the evangehzation of the world at heart
can fail to wish all such associations as are
properly  coustituted and wisely con-
ducted, God speed, but is there no need
that care should be taken that the
members of the church who do not be-
long to these associations may fall into
the mistake of thinking that effort, at all
events diligent, sustained, self denying
and devo el effort on behalf of missions is
the duty chiefly, if not exclusively, of
these merely who are connected with such
associations ! In order to do this most
effectively is it not necessary that due
promiucnce should be givea to the truth
that after all the ideal missionary associa-
tion is the Divinely instituted and Divinely
constituted church of Christ, that the
members of this ideal society include at
the very least every man and wowan
whose name is on the Communion roll,
and ought it not to be the constant aim of
all ministers and elders to bring about that
state of matters in which not oniy every
congregation, but every mcmber of every
congregation, whether younyg or old, rich
or poor, should as a member of the church
so feel the burden of his responsibility for
the world’s conversivn that his conviction
of duty should be as a fire within his bones
ﬁiving hiwm no rest till he sets himself to

o what he can to help make. known. the
gospel to every creature?  This commis-
sion as containing the highest expression
of the.Master's.will shguld be kept as con-
stantly.and as. prominently before the

continuous, regular, systematic and gener- | minds of the members of the church as the
ous contributor to this supreme and pillar of fire and cloud was kept before
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the eyes of Israel in the wilderness ; and
they should be taught to follow its indi-
cations as trustfully, loyally, ovbediently,
and univereally as the congregation of the
Lord of old followed the movements of
the guiding pillar.

Once more in view of the colussal mag-
nitude of the world’s evangelization let it
bebserved,

3. That the great commission i3 a call to
absolute dependence wpon furces of super-
human power.

The instrument which the church is bid-
den to employ for the conversion of the
world is the Gospel of Divine Grace.
‘“ Preach the gospel to every creature.”
The forces upon which she is expected to
rely for success in the use of thisinstrument
are the infinite grace and almighty power
of her exalted Lord. In the accomplish-
ment of her task she miust therefore de-
pend upon the Gospel and upon those
Divine forces which centre in the Gospel.
This is apparent enough from the terms of
the commission itself. But it is scarcely
less apparent in view of the inadequacy of
mere human instrumentalities and human
forces for the accomplishment of the de-
sired object. It is qui.e truc that much
has been made in the past, that very much
is made at present, of the power of educa-
tion,culture, and civilization to regencrate
society, to set it on the path-way of true
progress, and to keep it moving onward
and upward. But do not those who mag-

nify most the power of these forces either.

ignore or overluok the fact that in their
highest scope they never set before them-
selves the accomplishment of the great aim
of the gospel. Education, culture, civili-
zation do not undertake to heal the breach
between man and his God ; they never at-
tewrpt to effect reconciliation between the
inful crenture and his offended Creator.
Neither do they claim that they bear any
message implying that this reconciliation
has been effected. Cunfessedly they move
upon a lower plane, and are abundantly
satisfied with the a*taimnent of a much less
lofty end. But even if it were otherwise,
we might well ask what have these forces
wrought apart from tiiose scenes in which
they have been introduced and fostered by
the gospel itself ? Where is the record of
the instances in which the advocates of the
gospel of education, culture, and civiliz-
ation have ever done anything worth while
to reach and elevate the more degraded
portions of the human race? When and

whero have they been known to send forth
their choicest men and women in any cou-
siderable numbers to spend their lives in
efforts to elevate and save heathon and
savage peuple 7 In fact every one knows
that they are well content to leave the
heathen severely alone.  And even if they
were to undertake the task what could
they effect in the line of the aims of the
gospelt  Forcivilization is a8 powerless to
contend with human depravity as it is to
restore man to his lost relations with his
God. Education and culture are unequal
to the task of regenerating even a single
haman soul, much less of regenerating the
great mass of humanity. 1f the church
had nothing to depend upon but forces
such as these her task would be absolutely
hopeless. Nor would it be much more
hopeful if she were expected to trust i
the human instrumentality employed in
the preaching of the gospel, srevenin the
truth of the gospel itself. For efliciency
does not spring either from the number of
preachers, or from their learning, or from
their eloguence, or from their zeal,or from
their possession of gifts or attainments of
any sort. Nor does efliciency proceed
even from the truth revealed inthe gospel,
admirably adapted as that truth is to serve
the end in view. It hasits origin rather
in these divine forces which centre iw
Christianity, and are put into operation by
the arm of Him who sways the sceptre of
the universe in the interests of hia chwich
and people. Hence our Lord in the very
act of giving this commissivn brings into
great prominence the power with which
He had been endowed us mediator tu givc
effect to the effurts of those to whom the
commission was given. ‘‘All power is
given unto me in Heaven and in earth go
ye therefore teach all nations &c.” Hence
too he hade his disciples to ‘“tarry ac
Jerusalem  evenafter they had been cour-
missioned *‘till they should be endued
with power from on high.”

The Divine forces which ceutre in the
gospel must thercfore be the exclusive
gruund of our trust and hope. The church
needs above all things else the manifest

sresence and almighty power of God's
pirit. The presence amrix energy of the
Holy Spirit are the exclusive source of her
wer, the great secret of her success,
Without this she may multiply her mis-
sionaries and perfect their ¢quipment, and
yet fail to reach the results at which she
is aiming. " To put the statement of vur
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great need substantially as it has been put
by another, ¢ We want in this age above
all wanls, fire, God's holy fire burningin
the hearts of men, stirring their brains,
impelling their emotions, thrilling in their
tongues, glowing in their countenances,
vibrating in their actions and fusing all
their gifts and attainments into one burn-
ing stream. KEvery accessory, evory in-
strument of usefulness the church has now
in such a degree and of such excellence as
was never known in any age before, and
now we want but a supreme and glorious
baptism of fire to exhibit to the world
such a spectac'e a8 would raise ten thou-
sand hallelujahs to the glory of our King.”

Appreciating then the colossal magitude
of the work which has been laid upon the
church by this commission, realizing that
it requires the most diligent, selfdenying,
sustwmned and devoted etfort on the part
of the church and of all her members, and
feeling the absolu. e necessity of exclusive
depencence upun forces of superhnman
power let us all lay to heart more fully
tho precept of our text, ** Go ye into all
the world aud preach the guspel to every
creature.”

But having thus considered thechuaracter
and requirements of the great commission
let us specify,

L. Sume reasons why it should be executed
as speadily as possible.

And iu this connection I observe that
we should preach the gospel to every
creature,

1, Because rightful anihority demands it.

Unquestionably this is the will of our
exalted Lord. It is His command, clearly,
explicity and repeatedly given. These
ave his instructions issued in circumstances
which are fitted to carry them home with
power to every heart. It is the work for
which He sought to prepare his immediate
followers during the whole period of His
personal intercourse with them. His di-
rections with reference to it mingled with
those pathetic parting counsuvls which fell
from His lips at the communion table.
It is the last command which He addressed
to them before He returned to His Father;
a command which we might say was upon
His lips ns He disappoared from the gaze
of His disciples. We recoguize the pathos
and fecl the power of the precept, ** Do
this in remembrance of me,” as we'study
it in view of the fact that it fell from His
lips on ** the same night on which He was
betrayed ;" and vught we not for asimilar

reason to yield to the furce of the consid-
eration that His commission to Hischurch
to preach the gospel to every cre«ture was
given to His disviples and reiterated in
their hearing, after He had finished trans-
gression, made an end of sin and brought
in an everlasting righteousness ; after the
seal of His resurrection had been put upon
His completed work and just on the very
eve of His departure from the world and
His return to His Father, We should
therefore be in haste to preach the gospel
to every creature because rightful author-
ity demands it.

2. Another reason why we should prompt-
ly execute this comumission is :

Because of the extremity of the wrorld's
need and of the complete adaptation of the
gospel to that need.

The desperate disease of humanity's sin
calls loudly fur an adequate remedy, and
Infinite wisdom, grace and power have
furnished the very remedy which is needed
in the gospel of Jesus Christ. That the
remedy i3 thoroughly adapted to every
phase of the disense is apparent from a
comparison of its provisions with the ills
to be treated. Are all mankind out of
harmony with a God of Infinite purity and
rectitude, and subjected to the strokes of
His displeasure! The gospel proclaims
reconciliation through the hlood of Christ,
and redemption through His cross and
passion. Are men not only alienated
from God but also depraved and wic>ed ?
The forces which contre in the gospel are
potent enough to effect their renovation
and complete transformation. Ave the
heathen almost every-where infatuated
after their vain objects of worship? The
gospel makes amnplo provision for turning
them from their dumb idols to serve the
living God. Is Pagan society universally
infected by these moral and spiritual
plagues which the apostle so graphically
delineates in the first chapter of the epistle
to the Romans? The gospel has power
to remedy them all, and it has demonstra-
tions its effectiveness ouce and again upun
the field of human experience. Under its
celestial influences the self-indulgeut have
become self-sacrificing. the unchdste pure,
the unrighteous holy, the covetous bene-
volent, the malicious kindly, the envious
charitable, the quarrelsume peaceful, the
proud lowly, the disobedient’ dutiful, and
the liar truthful, so that to these in every
cominunity where the gospel has réally
triumphed it may be said as it was said to
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the converted Corinthians who had been
lifted out of fellowship with the idolatrous,
unclean,covetous,drunken and slanderous,
“Such were some of you, but ye are wash-
ed, ye are justified, ye are sanctified in the
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit
of our God.” And then the effectiveness
of the gospel is not limited to any one
species of vice or to any particular age or.
race or stage of human civilization. It
has demonstrated its power over all forms
of sin &nd depravity, it has proved its cap-
ability to save men of every race and kin-
dred and people and it has shown its adap-
tation to every stage of human civilization.
Extreme, painfully extreme as the world’s
need is the gospel in completely adapted to
it, and just because the need is so great,
and the adaptation of the gospel so perfect,
we should be in haste to ** Go into all
the world and preach the gospel to every
creature,”

3. But once mcre thisgreat commission
should be carried into immediate exe-
cution.

Be:ause of the church’s sorrowful neglect
in the past.

For if, as it has been affirmed, the terms
¢f the great commission make it imperative
upon the church of each succeeding gener-
ation to give the gospel to the whole world
of the cotemporary generation; if moreover
notling but absolute inability can be re-

ed as a sufficient plea in vindication of

er failure to do so, then it seems almost
impossible co conceive of the maguitude of
the guilt which has been incurred by the
want of due regard to this last command
of Christ, Even if we wake the largest
rossible allowance for inability from what
ever cause arising, there is abundant rea-
son for shame and confusion of face in
view of the fitfulness and feebleness of the
efforts which have been made to do the
Master’s will. It is true that for some
three centuries at the beginning of the
Christian era the church sought to preform
the duty laid upon her in something of the
proper spirit, and with somewhat of ade-
quate effurt and that tco with the gratify-
ing result that Christianity triumphed
throughout the almost world wide Roman
Empire. But for nearly fifteen hundred

years after that, the church almoat lost

sight of her duty in this respect. Only
within the past century hasshe manifested
anything worth while of her primitive
fervour, and even now after one hundred
years of revived interest in missionary

work we have only some 3000 European
and American missionaries in the field,
with about 30,000 native ministers or
evangelists. Futher we are contributing
only some $10,000,000 or 812,000,000 a
year to this great work, while the people
of Christian Britain alone spend six times
as much annually in their amusements,
nearly seven times as much on tobacco,
and more than sixty times as much for
strong drink. In view therefore of the
church’s sorrowful neglect in the past, and
may we not also add even in the present,
we believe that we should be in greatv
haste to ** Go into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature.”
4. But once more this great commmission
should be carried into execution at once.

Because of the unprecedented nature of
the present opportunity.

A distinguished living mirsionary has
characterized the present time as *‘ the op-
vortunity of the ages” fur carrying uvn
missionary work. No one we think can
take an intelligent survey of the situation
at the present hour without being pro-
foundly impressed with the conviction
that there is much truth and propriety in
his representations. For never before was
80 large a part of the world accessible tu
the heralds of the guspel. Never before
were so many doors wide open fur the
church’s entrance.  Throughuvut whole
centuries until within the memory of very
many who are present, immense regions
of the world were fast closed against the
missionaries of the cross, Not a few of us
have lived long enough to see a complete
revolution effected in the relations which
Pagan, Mohammedan and even Papal na-
tions sustained towards these which possess
the gospel in its purity. Never before
were there such facilities for making Jhe
gospel known to those who are destitute of
it. Not a few of the most important in-
ventions and discoveries of modern science
can be freely utilized. Steam, electricity,
the printing press as well as most of the
other appliances of the worlds trade and
commerce all at our disposal. A very
large proportion of the wealth of the world
is owned by those who say thdt they are
Christiaus., Never before was the Bible
translated-into.su many tongues. By the
leading Bible Society alone its printing
and circvlation have been promoted ia
279 different languages, and dialects,
while .altogether the Scriptures may Le
read in not fewer than, 350 languages
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and dialects and are now accessible
to about mnine tenths of the inhab-
itants of the world. And then never be-
fore was there such a goodly army of con-
secrated men and women. ready to take the
field for the conquest of the world to
Christ.

Still further some of the most ancient
and venerable systems of superstition have
been shaken to their foundations. Not a
fow of these who have long dwelt under
their shadow have been filled with deep
unrest and disquietude, and many have
forsaken them altogether. The proclama-
tion of the gospel by the missionaries
wherever they have gone, the work of the
educational institutions which have been
planted almost everywhere, and the quiet
but gradually increasing influence of the
agents of the church and of their efforts
have been steadily weakening the hold
which idolatry, caste and superstition have
had upon the minds of the heathen. In
some cases particularly among the rudesr
and more savage people whole communities
have been christianized ; in other cases, as
in Japan, a national revolution has been
effected. and almost every year witnesses
some great onward movement or unex-
pected developement ; and in still other
cases as in India the process of sapping
and mining preparatory to overthrow isin
rapid progress. \s a living missionary,
himself at present in the very thick of the
conflict in that country has recently said,
‘“ There is not a province where Hinduism
stands firm on its ancient basis. There is
not a caste or a creed whose ranks do not
show gaps made by those who have deser-
ted them, and enlisted under the banuer
of King Immanuel.” The unprecedented
nature of the present opportunity there-
fure loudly calls us to make haste to *“Go
into all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature.”

What then, fathers and brethren, is the
duty of the hour as brought before our
minds when we renew our study of this
great commission? Js it not in the first
place that we should endeavour to obtain
for ourselves a clearer conception and a
fuller realization of the prominent and
preeminent place which the evangelization
of the world nccupies in the plans and pur-
poses of the 8-:deemer ? Is not this ne-
cessary in order that we ourselves may
pray as we ought, labour as we ought, and
contribute as we ought for the universal
dissemination of the gospel! Is not this

equally requisite in order that we may be
better qua?iﬁed for Tnstructing, arousing,
quickening, and stimulating our brethren
whom we have been charged to lead to the
conquust of the world for Christ ¢ Instru-
mentally we ourselves are near the sources
of power. Instrumentally we can do
much to promote shis cause which lay so
near the Redeemers heart. Let it be our
constant aim and effort therefore to enter
more fully into sympathy with the Lord
Jesus in His gracious plans and purposes
for the evangelization of the wor]Zl.

But again, is it not a leading duty of the
hour that we as pastors ehoulg endeavour
still more earnestly to develope the inter-
est of our people in this supreme and
sacred object? Ought it not to be our
ceageless aim Lo keep continually before
their minds the paramount claims upon
christians of the world's evangelization ?
Ought we not coustantly to endeavour to
educate our people more and more fully
in the fundamental principle of missions,
and to give them as full information as we
possibly can with respect to the position
and progress of missions, first of missions
carried on by the Presbyterian church in
Canada, and then of missions which are
conducted by other sections of the visible
church? Ought we not by the frequent
preaching of missionary sermons, by con-
stant prayer on behalf of missions, by un-
wearied efforts to extend the circulation of
niissionary literature among our people,
to seek to deepen and intensify the inter-
est which is taken in this sacred cause?
And is there not much that, we can do in
the way of increasing the number and lib-
erality of the contributions to the support
of missions in our various congregations?
In the light of our Statistics there is grave
reason to fear that there are vast numnbers
of our members who are doing almost
nothing, and a great many more who are
doing far too little in the line of duty en-
joined by the precept of our text.

And is it not also in our power to do
something more than we have done to-
wards iucreasing the number of living
agents who are willing to hecome heralds
of the gospel among the heathen? Have
we done a!l)le that we ought to do in the
way of directing and encouraging the as-
pirations of earnest gifted youths among
our people to the claims of this particular
form of christian work? Have we pleaded
with the Lord of the Har est as we ought
to have pleaded that He would send forth
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labourers unto His harvest ?

Fathers and brethren, the redemption
which we are'charged to make known has
been fully completed ; the Spirit of all
grace is waiting to apply it to the hearts
of men ; the world is perishing for want of
the gospel ; the church has been instituted
and maintained chiefly for the purpose of
heralding its truths ; and the last commmand
of our ascended Lord is ceaselesely ring-
ing in our ears. Let all of us lay it more
and more fully to heart and do what we
can, and all that we can promptly, vigor-
ously, and eoffectively to carry out these
sacred instructions, **Go ye into all the
world and preach the gospol to every
creature.” .

REPORT OF SYNOD'S COMMITTEE
ON SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE,

PRESENTED BY REV. M. R. HENRY,
CONVENER.

The committee on Systematic Bene-
ficence respectfully report that they have
endeavoured, at least to some extent, to
fulfil the duty to which they were appoint-
ed though not so faithfully as its import-
ance demands, In order that the interest
of the people of sur own church in this
subject might be quickened, our last year's
Report was printed in the Presbyferin
Witness and MARITIME PRESBYTERIAXN,
and two thousand copies besides circulated.
In most of the Presbyteries, committees
were appointed to promote Systematic
Beneficence.  Some of these committees
have been sciive and earnest and have had
reports prepared and printed for the infor-
mation of the people and thus awaken in-
terest and direct the attention of congre-
gations to neglects or defects which need
to beremedied. All the Presbyteries have
given more or less special attention at
visitations or by committzes to the charg-
ing of congregations to wipe out arrears of
Stipend, where such existed ; and to con-
tribute liberally to all the schemes of the
church. These efforts have not been in
vain, for in the first place congregations
are contributing morelargely and generally
to the schemes of the church, and in the
second place, arrears are being reduced.

_ SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

Taking the Agent’s statistics for the year
ending May 1lsat, 1888, and comparing it
with that of the preceding year, wo tind
an encouraging advance. Every Presby-

l tery shows a larger aggregate amount this

year than last, except Newfoundland,
which falls from $693.00 to $5562.00 a de-
crease of nearly six per cent.

The other Presbyteries stand thus :—

In. Increase
1887 1858 crease per cent.

P. E. Island  $4594 5154 560 121

Truro 3302 3516 424 125
Lun. & Shel. 876 989 113 129
St. John 3127 3611 484 13.1

Miramichi 1869 2154 285 15.7
Vie. & Rich. 705 833 128 18.1

Sydney 1127 1350 223 197
Halifax 7100 8577 1477 20.8
Pictou 5156 6619 1463 28.3
Wallace 1142 1684 542 474

829783 35449 5666 19.0

Te every scheme there is increased con-
tribution except Augmentation, and for
decrease in this there is good reason, for
not so much was asked for.

The above figures relate to purely con-
gregational collections and do not include
contributions fromn the Women's Mission-
ary Suciety and from individuals.

BLANKS IN CONGRBGATXO.\'.AL GIVING.

On further study of the agents statistics
we find this year 178 blanks in the columns
allotted to the 6 schemes, Home Mission,
Foreign Mission, College, Augmentation,
French Evangelization and Aged and In-
firm Ministers. Last yearthure were 235.
fifty-seven less this year than last. Inthe
Dayspring columnn there are 53 blanks this
year against 54 last year. Nearly one-
third of the congregations seem to be tak-
ing no collections from the young. This
i8 not training them up in the way they
should go. The fourth recommendation
of last year's Synod does not appear to
have been faithfully carried out. ** That
those who have tlie oversight and instruction
of the young take special painsto train them
to take awn interest in, and give to the work
of the charch.”

The number of Blanks under each
scheme is as follows : —

1887 1888
Home Missions TR Y
Foreign Missions 18 13
College 50 44
Augmentation 18 12 »
French Evangelization 86 37
Aged and Infirm Ministers 69 56
Dayspring ' 64 b3
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LIBERALITY 18 INCREASING.

A reduction of blanks in eve? scheme!
The comparison will appear a little more
favorable when it is stated that the number
of congregations counted this year is 180
while ﬁ:: year it was 175. :
88 is seen by another comparison.

Last year 69 congregations contributed to
the 6 schemes above mentioned, this year
87. Last year 14 contributed to only one,
vhis year 9, this year 2 contributed to none.
last year 4, the yoar before 7. May we
not hope that very soon there will be none
as low as zero. 1t is cheering to see that
more are awaking to a sense of duty, and
that ths number loyal to the work of
Christ and the church is increasing,

Another comparison will still further
confirm our view that the liberality of our
people is growing. Consulting the As-
sembly’s Minutes and comparing the Sta-
tistics of 1976 with those of 1888 we find
the following averages per family for con-
tributions to the schemes of the church
from the different Presbyteries :—

1876 1888
Truro $1.11 £2.60 -
Sydney .31 .61
Victoria and Richmond o7 .62
Halifax 2.63 3.32
Wallace .92 1.40
Pictou 1.86 267
P. E. Island 1.20 1.46
Lunenburg and Shelburne 1.13 1,44
St. John 85 1.47
Miramichi 79 1.18
Newfoundland 2.68 300 |

A comparison of the intervening years
would show a steady advance with some
retrogression & chance year. But on the
whale the tide is steadily flowing higher
and higher, and wo trust that the hearts
of the people aro being more and more
powerfully 1moved with true christian
principle, so that in the future as in the
past the growth will continue.

ARREARS DECREASING.

Coming now to Stipend we have thera
also something to cheer us. Arrears of
Ministers salaries are decreasing, to the
comfort of ministers, to the credit of con-
gregations, and to the glory of God. As
compared with last year the Presbyteries
stand in the Assembly's Statistics as fol-

lows :—

1887 +1888

CONGRE- CONGRE-
GATIONS, AMT. GATIONS, AMT.

%ydney 3 82843 2 82381
ic. & Rich 3 489 5 1024
St. John b 1106 5 801
Halifax 4 503 3 275
Miramichi 1 76 3 263
P.E.Island 1 228 b 244
Lun. & Shel. 1 162 1 166-
Truro 1 17 1 150
Pictou 3 469 1 75
Wallace 0 0 o0 0
Newf'dland 0 0 0 (1]

22 6892 26 5368

It is an honor to be low down in this.
list. *The last shall be first” applies
here. One unfavorable thing in this is,
that more congregations are reported in
arrears this year than last. But on the
other hand the aggregate sum is less by
524 dollars. And still further the As-
sembly s statistics present the matter in a.
more unfavorable light than the actual
state f affairs now warrant. We can re-
port that at present not only the Presby-
teries of Wallace and Newfoundland are
on the honor list of no arrears, but also
Truro, Pictou, and Lunenburg and Shel-
burne. May they ever continue so. The
other Presbyteries are reducing the num-
berofcongregations whichare behind in the
payment of their ministers salaries, so that.
next year we hope to be able to have a
still more favorable report. It is encour-
aging to compare our position with that
of ten yearsago. In1877arrearsamount-
ed to 89852 in 35 congregations, n 1873
to $9455 in 37 congregations; in 1879 they
rose to their highest point or rather sunk
to their lowesat depths, 89869 in 51 con-
gregations, Since that time they have
been gradually declining and it is to be
hoped that they will sonn be gone to rise
no more. It seems too bad that some of
the figures appear in the statistical column
—they represent amounts so trifling—such
as 16 or 20 dollars. We may admire the
honesty and accuracy of thuse who make
up *he returns, but we cannot admire the
spirit of the congregations that will allow
such paltry sums to witpess against them.
We think however that ministers must be
to blame as well, for if the matter were
brought fairly before the Session or Man-
agers they surely would not allow such
figures to mar the atatiatical returns. But
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there is something worse than than this,
viz ;—Large arrears cunstantly growing
like those unsightly black knots that dis-
figure our trees and destroy their fruiiful-
ness ; and the knife of excision should be
applied with unrelenting severity till not
a vestige remains. We dirrected attention
last year to a very large growth of this
kind. This year it is larger by nearly
$£2C0.00 8o that now it is $1852.00. 1t is
time that such a monstrosity was not only
stopped growing, but somehow completely
removed. Can Presbytery do nuthing but
Jook on helplessly to see what the end of
this thing will be?

Most of the arrears in our congregations
might be wiped out by the cluse «f this
year, if ouly a determined effort were
made. It is a shame to allow them inany
instance to become so chronic that the
only hope of cure is for the minister to re-
sign or die. In any case it is a martyrdon
without glory—killing t¢ ministerial com-
fort and efficiency and to cungregational
self respect and prosperity—a scandal o
our church and a Sishonor to the Head of
the church, grieving anay His spirit.

OUR MOST IMPORTANT WORK.

But your committee feel that they have
sti)l more important work to do, than deal
w1 h the statistics «f the church and point
ouy, negligence or unfaithfulness in respect
to stipend or schemnes. It is our duty to
press upon congregations, the adoption of
Scriptural principles and methods of giving
and thus open the very four sins of Bene-
fice and help to guide them into their
proper chanuels,

e confess that woe have not done much
in this direction. We did nothing for the
diffusion of the principles of Systematic
Beneficence further than the publication
of our report referred to already. We
trust however that the recommendation of
Synod last year has been faithfully carried
out : ** That erery minister faithfully in-
struct his people in the Scriptural principles
of giving and that he use means to keep his
people informed corcerning the work of our
church and its claims npon their liberality.”
There can be no mor» effective way than
this of accomplishing the end in view.

We sent out no circulars :his year ask-
ing for information from the congregations
and therefore we are not able to report
what progress has been made in the ad-
doption of the Weekly Odering or any
regular system of collecting church funds.

Nor can we state how far the habit of pro-
portionate giving is extending. It is true,
the facts above stated give most satisfac-
tory evidence that the givings of our peo-
gle are not mere temporary sporadic out-

ursts produced by special appeal, buta
constant stream swelling year by year into
greater volume and power. But that
there is room for vastly greatly measure
of liberality none of us can doubt, and
there is et a great work to be donme.
There needs to be brought still more close-
ly and powerfully to the hearts of our
people through faithful and persistent
teaching blessud by the spirit of all grace,
the Bible doctrines that:~-

1. Giving is sacred worship.

2. Week%y sturing and giving is the
most Scriptural form.

3. Propurticnate giving—the distinct
setting apart in cheerful consecration to
Him, from whom comes every good and
perfect gift, some detinite proportion of
every individual’s incomo whether large or
small, as God has prospered him.

Were these priaciples adopted and put
into anything like general practice the
scandal of cungregational ayrears and in-
adequute support of the ministry would
disappear and every department of the
church’s work would be carried on with
greatly increased efficiency and blessing.

Your conmnittee therefore press these
principles upon the consideration of every
every member of Synod and urge the de-
vising of mezns whereby theycan be
brought home more closely and effectively-
t(; the hearts and consciences of the peo-
ple.

Ministers and Elders must be head and
front in this matter. Let them in the
first place adopt proportionate giving in
their own practice, and then faithfully,
earnestly, perseveringly and wisely press
it upon the people with all Scriptural ar-
guments and motives, uuti! conviction and
resolution are secured, and the springs of
liberality pierced and opened to flow with
perenuial constancy.

Then further we suggest that Presby-
terics inake more strict and definite in-
quiries of congregations as to their meth-
ods of church finauce and that the com-
mitties on Systematic Beneficence be nut
merely committees on Statistics but charg-
ed to discover where defective system or
no system prevails and secure if possible
the adogtion and faithful working of bet-
ter methods.
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Lot us 2ll by individual efforts in pulpit
and Sabbath-school, in family and in per
sonal intercourse, and through organized
agencies, continued to press upon all the
people, the adoption of the Scriptural
principles and of giving, till the fountains
of liberality are wide opened and the of-
ferings bearing blessings to men and
bringing glory to God, flow forth from
loving souls, possessed with ae idea that
giving is to be done for Christ's sake
“who though rich became poor that we
through his pocerty might be made rich.”

RECCOMMENDATIONS,
adopted by Synod,—

1. That all the members of our church
Lo earnestly advised to adopt propor-
tionate giving and weekly storing asa
principle of their Christian stewardship.

1. That our congregations adopt the
Weekly Offering with or without the en-
velope.

3. That every minister faithfully in-
struct his people in the Scriptural princi-
ples of giving and that he use means to
keep his people informed concerning the
work of ous church and its claims upon
their liberality.

4. That those who have the oversight
and instruction of the young take special
pains to train them to take an interest in,
and give to, the work of our church.

d. That every presbytery appoint and
maintain an active and eflicient committee
on Systematic Beneticence and endeavour
to secure liberal contributions to all the
schemes of the church from every congre-
gation, and to have wiped out assc : as
possible all arrears of pastor’s salary.

6. That the Synod recommend the prac-
tice of some presbyter:es in publishing ta-
bles showing the gifts of their cougrega-
tions compared with the proceeding year
for information and stimulus.

7. That the committee prepare for dis-
tribution a tract containing a short state-
wment of principles which should regulate
individuals in their givings, and of the
best methods for congregations to adopt
in collecting church funds.

M. G. Hexry, Convener.

REPORT OF THE SABBATH SCHOOL
COMMITTERE. )
PRESENTED TO THE SYNOD BY REV T. C.
JACK, CONVENER.
The committee on Sabbath Schools beg
leave to report that as near as they can

ascertain there were §32 schools uuder
the care of the Synod of the Maritime
Provinces during the year 1887, 125 in
New Brunswick, 115 in Prince Edward
Island, 290 in Nova Scotia including Ber-
muda, and two in Newfoundland.

Of these 397 have reported to us through
their several Presbyteries as fullows ;—

In Miramichi Prosbytery, 36 out of 50
registered schools, reporting 204 ofticers
and teachers and 1642 scholars enrolled.

In St. John Presbytery 49 out of 75
registered schools reporting 424 officers
and teachers and 3812 scholars curolled.

In P. E. Island Presbytory 70 out of
about 116 schools of which 106 are regis-
tered, reporting 392 officers and teachers
and 3689 scholars enrolled,

In Truro Presbytery 39 out of 44 schools
reporting 351 ofticers and teachers and
3044 scholars enrolled.

In Wallace Presbytery 30 out of 31
schools reporting 193 oflicers and teachers.
and 1791 scholars enrolled.

In Pictou Presbytery 38 out of 50
schools reporting 346 ofticers and teachers
and 3044 scholars enrolled.

In Victoria and Richmond Presbytery
40 out of 43 schools reporting 127 ofticers
and teachers and 1008 scholars enrolled.

In Halifax Presbytery 83 out of 86
schuols reporting 606 oflicors and teachers
and 4726 scholars enrolied.

And in Lunenburg and Shelburne Pres-
bytery 12 out of 15 schools reporting 90
ofticers and teachers und 815 scholars en-
rolled

The schools as reported average as fol-
lows:—In officers and teachers 6 9; in.
scholars on roll 57.8 ; in average attend-
ance 40.5 ; in communicants added 1.45;
in contributions collected $20.97, (expend-
ed 810.16 upon school $9.16 upon schemes
of the church and $1.66. upon other ob-
jccts.) .

The most complete Presbyterial Report,
a specially excellent one, was that received
from the Presbytery of Halifax. It gives.
every evidence of most efticient Sabbath
School work throughout that large Pres-
bytery. Reports, 1t states, were ubtained
from all but three of the schools within
the Presbytery. One of these in Bermuda.
the other two in Home Mission Stations.
The Presbytery of Halifax is divided for

-the purpose of Sabbath School Supervision:

into seven districts, in each of which an
aunual Sabbath Schooel Conference is held.
The report states that ‘‘ Mission Bands




THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

341

are increasing in number and efficiency
and that much good is being accomplished
through this agency.” And also that the
number of schools closing during the
winter months is diminishing, and the
hope is expressed that ere long all the
schools will be ¢ overgreen,”

1t strongly urges a ‘ consideration of
the necessity of greater attention to Sys-
tematic Bible study amoug adult members
and adherents of our congregations.” The
ideal Sabbath School of the Halifax Pres-
bytery's Committee is ‘‘ the whole church
young and old at work in the study of the
Bible,” Regret is expresscd at the com-
parative fewness of minister's Bible classes.

The excellent report of Truro Presby-
tery advocates a system of Sabbath School
supervision similar to that in practice in
Halifax Presbytery, and gives similar tes-
timony to that given by the Committee of
Halifax Presbytery as to the need of
classes for adults in connection with our
Sabbath School work.

The recomnmendations of Pictou Presby-
tery’s 1eport are, *‘ that earnest effurts be
made to keep all the schools within our
bounds open during the whole year.”
‘“ That the records prepared by the As-
sembly’s Sabbath School Coummittee be
introduced into all our schools,” and
‘‘that as far as practicable cungregatiuns
bear the necessary expense of the Subbath
Schoul, that the contributions of the
scholars may be devoted wholly to mis-
sions.”

St. John Presbytery recommends the
adoption of the Assembly Registers, reg-
ular contributions to the mission schemes,
and that persistent efforts should be made
to keep all the schools open the whole
year.

The reports of the other Presbyteries
are almost wholly statistical and contain
no recommendations.

Most of the reports record progress.
That there is yeneral and continuous pro-
gress the annual Assembly statistics plain-
ly evidence, Comparing the statistics for
our Synud given in to the late Assembly
at Halifax, with those given in to the As-
sembly at Winnipeg last year we find an
increase recvrded of 200 officersand teach-
ers and of 843 scholars. Companng the
report of this year with that given in to
the Toronto Assembly of 1876, the first
Assembly report, we find that there has
been in our Sabbath Schools of New
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and

Nova Scotia an increase of 1,316 ofti-

cers and teachers and 5780 scholars, and
of 8502 in the number of volumous in the
Sabbath School libraries. The number of
officers and teachers in the schools our
Synod as reported to the last general
Assembly 3274, of scholars 26,965 and of
volumes in the Sabbath School libraries
388,680.

These figures are, as Presbyterian fig-
ures generally are, under the truth. But
we have no reason to believe that they are
a8 far under it as such figures as these
should be for our Synod. The number of
families reported to Assembly as connected
with the churches in the Presbyteries of
our Synod was 22,354, We should at
least expect an average of two per family
in our Sabbath Schocl classes. which
would be 44,708. Of that nwnber we fall
nearly 18,000 short. But when we re-
member that the families reported as con-
nected with our own and our sister Synod
of these Maritime Provinces in the official
church reports published nearest to the
time of the taking of the last Dominion
census would need to average something
over eleven members each to account fur
the Presbyterian pupulation according to
that census, we have reason to believe
that had we our 44000 instead of only
27,000 reported as enrolled in our Sabbath
Schools, there would still be some thou-
sands of children belonging ta families
claiming to be Presbyterians still unac-
counted for in our reports, and this with-
out taking into account at all the adult
membership of our schouls as it is or as it
ought to be.

¢ Children are an heritage of the Lord.”

¢“As arrows in the hand of amighty
man, o are the children of youth. Happy
is the man that hath his quiver fuﬂ of
them.”

Happy our church Las a right tobe, bt t
happy only as she honestly remembers that
the children under lIrer care are *‘an heri-
tage of the Lord,” and cares for them as
such, loyally and practically giving heed to
the great teachers command ‘‘Feed ny
lambs.”
 The children of this generation will be
the men and women of the next. In their
most iinpressionable years, while they most
easily respund to intluence it is the church-

'duty to take advantage of " her privilege.
‘On her efficiently doing so her future pro-

sperity to a great degree depende. We
s1re taking this fact into coneideration in



342

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN,

connection with our Foreign work, on
French Evangelization work and our work
among the aboriginal Indians of the WVest.
It is not our duty to consider it and prac-
tically act upon it in connection with our
regular home work also? And in this con-
nection we hold that after all the chief
ambition of our Sabbath School workers
should be the gathering into our schools
of those who will otherwise grow up des-
titute of Christian teaching and outside of
Christian influence.

A review of the various Presbyterial
reports and their recommendations would
bring up very many points well worthy of
the Synod’s consideration, to but a few of
these we will specially refer,

As regards the subject of advanced and
adult classes in our schools, referred to by
the reports of the Presb}'teries of Halifax
and Truro, the Synod’'s committee are
glad to know that the Assembly’s commit-
tee have this subject under consideration
and are at present in this connection look-
ing into the working of the schemes for
the welfure of youth of the Free Church
of Scotland, and that either thht scheme
or sume modification of it will probably
be presented for approval to the next
general Assembly. '

The fact that is brought out by the
financial reports that a large amount of
money is being annually spent in the pro-
curing of books and paper for the schools
leads your committee to consider it advis-
able that means should be used to help se-
cure that these libraries and periodicals
should be such that they may not merely
attract scholars to the schools, Lut that
they may also as far as possible be made
to assist in the dissemination of the teach-
ings of the church, and act as antidotes to
errar. -

In this connection your committee think
that the Synod might for the present, at
least, specially recomnmend the books and
periodicals and lesson helps of the Presby-
terian Board of Philadelphia, and if prac-
ticable take means tu securing their sale in
one or more centres within the Maritime
Provinces. They would also have recom-
mended to the Sabbath Schools for circu-
lation among the scholars the very excel-
lent Children's Record published in New
Glasgow.

Your committee would also ask the
Synod to enjoin that special prominence
be given in all its achools to the study of
the Weatminster Shorter Catechism, and

to recommend for the use of infant schol-
ars the *‘catechism for young children, In-
troductory to the Shorter Catechism” as
28 [I))ubliahed by the Presbyterian Board
of Philadelphia.

Your committee would request the
Synod to endorse the recommendations of
several of its Presbyteries advocating the
use of the Registers specially authorized
by the General Assembly in all our Sab-
bath schaols, the keeping of the schools
open throughout the year, the, ut least
once a month,collection for mirsions inall
our schools, and the holding of teacher’s
meetings in connection with every school,
if not weekly at least monthly.

As regards Presbyteries your committee
are of tlgrz opinion ‘hat the Synod might
well recommend that they should all
adopt the districting system for the super-
vision of schools and holding of Sabbath
Schoul Conferences within reach of the
Sabbath Schoul teachers of the various
congregations, which has been so fruitful
of happy results in the Presbytery of
Halifax.

Also that Synod recommends that Pres-
byteries should devote at least one session
annually to the interests of the Sabbath
School work within their bounds, and that
they specially attend to the establishing
and supervisions of schools in neglected
districts.

JESUS CHRIST.

Never passed before the imagination of
man, and never but once alighted on this
earth. 80 heavenly a vision. Once in all
human history we meet a being who never
did an injury and never resented one done
to Himn, never uttered an untruth, never
practiced a deception. and never lost an
opportunity of doing good; generous in
the midst of the seltish, upright in the
midst of the sensual, and wise far-above
the wisest of earth's sages aud prophets;
loving and gentle, yet immovably resclute;
and whose illimitable meekness and pati-
ence never once forsook Him ina vex-
atious, ungrateful, and cruel world.. If
the New Testament had contained only
the character of Jesus as it unfolded itself
in His intercourse with men, it had deserv-
od a place above human productions: it
had been a mine of spiritual wealth and a
fnuntain of holy influence unknown to
every other region, and to all ages of time,
—Dr. Young.
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REPORT ON THE STATE CF RE-
LIGION.

PRESENTED (O THE §YNOD FROM THE COM-
MITTEE ON THE STATE OF RELIGION BY
REV. JOHN MURRAY, CONVENER,

Your Committes in submitting its re-
ort are yuite sure that the State of
sligion within its bounds is a matter of

supreme interest to this Synod, and one
that will receive its serious, patient, and
prayerful consideration.

nder this conviction we have carefull
peruscd the reports of Presbyteries, wit
a view to ascertain, as nearly as possible,
what was the condition of religion among
our people, during the past year.

Two Presbyteries, viz. those of St. John
and Newfoundland, did not favor your
Committee with repurts on the State of
Religion, and hence we are not in a po-
sition to say anything concerning the con-
dition of affairs within the bounds of these
Presbyteries,

The other nine Presbyteries have all
placed very full reportas in our hands, con-
sidering the small number of sessionnl re-
turns at their disposal in the majority of
cases,

LACK OF SESSIONAL REPORTS.

We find that about one half of the Ses.
sions failed to make returns to their re-
spective Presbyteries on this subject last

ear.
f)ossible for our Presbyteries to furnish
your committee with such accurate,
reliableandservicablereports asthey would
otherwise have done. .

In this connection, your committee
venture the opinion, that unless a larger
proportion, more than one half of the Ses-
sions, make »aturns on State of Religion,
Presbyterial and Synodical reports must
necestarily be of wnuch less value.

PRESBYTERY REFORTS ARE CHEERING.

Let us look at the contents of the nine
reports to hand, and see what may be
learned from them regarding the matter of
which they treat. Speaking generally,
they are all quite cheerfulin tone. There
is nothing in them to iudigate disappoint-
ment or discouragement in any quarter.
On the atrength of these statements we
sre warranted in assuring the Synod, that
the past year has been ome of continued
and increasing prosperity in all’ depart-
ments of christian life and work, as well as

In those circumstances, it is im-

one of quiet, but earnest and hard work
for the Master and His cause.

Co ning to particulars, and following the
lines indicated by the series of questions
sent down to Sessivns by the general As-
sembly,

THE ELDERSHIP OF THE CHURCH.

first olaims our attention. OQur elders
taken asa whole, are a pious, intelligent,
earnest and faithful body of men:and
they have a very warm place in their
hearts for our church and her varied,in-
terests, They are the best men in our
congregations, as might be expected from
our aystem of selecting them. It must
however be frankly admitted that those
officers are not as zealous and active as
they might and should be, and that our
pastors and people do not receive that
amount of assistance and benefit from them
which their influential position, high per-
sonal character, piety and talent might
lead us to expect. There is « sufticient
amount of talent, energy in tne eldership
of our congregations, to double present re-
sults, if that energy wereduly aroused and
properly directed. As one report truly
says : If we only hud an eldership in all
our churches thoroughly alive to their
duties, and diligent and feithful in the
perforipance of them, there would be such
a revival of religion in the church as we
have never known.

ELDERS DISTRICTS,

In quite a large number of cougrega-
tions, the elders have districts assigned to
them, containing more or less families
whom they are expected to visit, especial-
1y in cases of sickness and otherwise, to
oversee, advige and help. Your commit-
tee believe that this plan is worthy of a
more general adoption than it has yet reg
ceived. It is one that can be made of in-
calculahle value to our cause and people.

THE ELDER'S IN SABBATH SCEOOL,

‘The elders in most, if not. all our con-
gations are found actively working in
the Sablbath School, either as superintend-
ants or teackers, and this is right. The
elders ought to be always at the first, in
cvery good work, but more especially in

‘work on behalf of the young people of the

church.
_ THE ELDERS IN PRAYER MEETING,

~ Qur elders take a prominent part in
prayer meetings, and in the absence of the
pastor, most of them are always ready to
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lead such meetings intelligently and profit-
ably.

) THE ELDERS IN CONFERENCE.

Very few of our Sessions have *‘ seasons
of special prayer for blessings on the con-
gregation, and conference touching the
spiritual condition of the people.” There
are a few however who meet at stated
times for these purposes. Your committee
would commend the example set by these
few sessions to all the sessions within the
bounds of the Synod. We believe that,
the observance of such seasons of special
prayer and conference, would be followed
by very precious spiritual results, not
merely to the members of sessions them-
selves, but also toall the people over whom
the Lord has made them overseers.”

The second question has regard to

ATTENDANCE ON ORDINANCES.

On this point, all the reports speak very
favorably. There are a few, no doubt, in
every community who absent themselves,
unnecessarily from the house of God. But
this is not the rule. It is the rare except-
ion. The Sabbath services are well at-
tended on the whole. Indeed we think
there is no place in the world of equal
size, where the Lord's house is so gener-
ally frequented as within the bounds of
this Synod. Our people have inherited
from their devout Presbyterian ancestry
a profound esteem for the Sabbath, the
Sanctuary and the Sermon ; and this three
fold esteem have more to do with making
our forefathers what they were than anght
else beside. And if we would be distin-
guished by possession of their many vir-
tues, especially of their stalwart godliness,
we too must continue to reverence these
three divine institutions.
There are
WEEKLY PRAYER MEETINGS

in all our congregations, but the attend-
ance on these meetings is in many, if not
in most cases, very far from being as good
a8 it should be Still there are very
cheering reports from certain quarters.
One Session reports that, ‘“ If the prayer
meeting is the pulse of religion in congre-
gations, we would say that the religious
state of your congregations is very heal-
thy.”  Another reports that :—* The
prayer meeting is well attended aud very
great witerest 18 taken in the exercises.”

Nearly all the Prosbyteries speak of an
increase of interest in this means of grace
during the year.

The Presbytery of P. E. Island is able
to state that, during the year a wonderful
in¢rease of interest has been manifested in
our prayer meetings. In some districts
the attendance has nearly doubled. *‘But
it adds regret fully in the great majority
of congregations the attendance is only

fair.” .

No doubt the attendance and interest in
the prayer meetings will always be in pro-
portion to the wmeasure of spiritual life
among the people. Good attendance and
deep interest will never be wanting where
the Spirit of grace and suplication is poured
out, and where souls are consequently
hungering and thirsting after righteous-
ness. Stiil your committee are of opinion
that something may be done by sessions
to make the prayer meetings more attract-
ive to the pcople in general than it is
usually found to be. Stiffness, dullness,
and formality should be banished from the
place of prayer. The exercises should be
as lively and varied as is counsistent with
the solemnity and reverence always due
to the immediate presence of God. These
exercises should abound in praise, while
the prayers and addresses shouid be short
pointed, and numerous.

THE LORD'S SUPPER,

is very well attended, and very generally
observed by the members of the church.
One report says—*‘‘There are very few
communicants absent from «the Lord’s
table on Commnunion Sabbath, who are in
circumstances to attend.” Another says
that all the members attend except thuse
who are unavoidably detained.

The Presbytery of Cape Breton repor:
that the attendance on Sacramental occas-
ions has always been goud in the cougre-
gations of this Presbytery. Faces are
seen on Communion Sabbath that are sel-
dom or never seen on any other Sabbath
of the year. The proportion of church
menibers who participate in this holy or-
dinance, is given by some Sessions as
high as 90 per cent, while other sessions
give the proportion at 80, 75 and even
66 per cent. Probably the average over
the whole Synod is not less than 80 per
cent, and your Committee are of opinion
that it is above rather than below this fig-
ure.

Sessions should give special attention
to the absentees from the Lord’s Supper.
Any member who absents himself vor: -
tarily ought to be seen at once, and dealt
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with prayerfully faithfully and lovingly,
in order to bring him to a right state of
wmind and heart. Wilful neglect of this
very precious means of grace, and of the
Saviour’s dying command, is sarely evi-
dence of a very low spiritual condition.

In reference to religion in the family,
your committee find 1st, that

FAJMILY WORSHIP'

is very generally observed Inone congre-
yation of nearly one hundred families, all
but three are in the habit of gathering
morning and evening around the domestic
altar for the worship of God. In another
*‘nearly all " are reported to have family
worship. Some of the Presbyteries report
very considerable improvement in this re-
spect during the year. One says, ‘‘itis
much better observed and on a wider scale
than it used to be.”

One Presbytery reports a congregation
of over 200 families in which 84 family
altars were erected within the year, and
another still in which 20 such altars were
reared. ) .

These cases are cheering, but alas, they
are exceptional. Wecannot shut our eyes
to the fact, that a large number of families
in a majority of our congregations are still
living in absolute neglect of family prayer.
There is much work for sessions to do in
this matter. In the language of our re-
port, too much diligence cannot be used
in pointing out the blessings to be secured
by the people and diligent use of this or-
dinance, and the curse which must rest
upon thise who despise or neglect. it.

THE SHORTER CATECHISM,

is still used in the homes of our,people ;
but your committee fear that the good old
custom of committing to memory and ro-
citing this admirable summary of divine
truth, on the Sabbath evening, around the
fireside, is not as prevalent as it was in
years gone by. This is to be deeply de-

plored. Sessions should take cteps to have-

this custom revived, where it has fallen in-
to abeyance, and stimulated where it still
exists, Its universal adoption would tum
every home into a theological school, with
the parents as professors, the children as
students, and the Shorter Catechism, as
the text book. With such theological in-
stitutions in operation. twelve months in
the year, all over the land, there would
never be adearth of Godly students in our
college at Pine Hill, of devoted and suc-
cessful ministers in our pulpits, of intelli-

gent and pious men und women iu our
poews, nor of missionaries for both home
and foreign fields.

The catechism is taught in most if not
all our Sabbath Schools. This is well, but
the instruction given in the Sabbath
School can never make the children of our
church as familiar with this priceless little
book as they ought tobe. Such instruc-
tion must be supplemented by home in-
struction, in order to be of any permanent
value to the coming generation.

Concerning the

OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH,

although there is more or less complaint
made by all the Presbyteries and many
sessions, still there is much ground for
thankfulness that the Lord’s day is so well
kept in these provinces.

The complaints come chiefly from towns
and cities, and from placus situated along
railway lines.

In the country districts, especially,
where the means of @iace are regularly
and frequently kept up, the day of rest is
very well observed.

The tendency however is to laxness in
this matter, and the present generation is
certainly not as strict in their observance
of the Sabbath as their fathers were. This
tendency must be faithfully gurvded
against. The Sabbath is a bulwark of
divine construction which it is all import-
ant to preserve intact in these days of ex-
cessive devotion to material int.rests.  If
this God built breast work to piety and
godliness be removed or even lowered, the
incoming tide of worldliness will carry all
true religion before it.

The Sabbath should be emphatically
a family day. Its holy pause, affords an
opportunity for parents and children, who
are aften necessarily separated during the
other six days of the week, to spend the
hallowed hours together in the Sanctuary
and in the home, and if the sacred oppor-
tunities afforded by§ the Sabbath he im-
proved by the family, the spiritual influ-
ence exerted on parents and children,
must be of incalculable value in its bearing
‘t:: ;.Lhe temnporal and eternal interests of

t

COMMITTING THE SCRIPIURES TO MEMORY.

It does not ap) that the scriptures
are memorized in the homes of our people
to any extent. A few parvents, no
doubt, do their duty in storing the minds
of their children with the word of God,
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but the vast majority do little or nothing
in this direction. This is to be deeply re-
grettedtel:{ the Synod. Nothing is so well
calculated to equip our boysand girls for
the duties of life, and to fortify them
againat all forms of sin and vice, as the
pure word of the living God treasured in
their memories.

Our people are undoubtedly growing in
THE GRACE OF LIBERALITY.
Whether they are growing in proportion
to their circumstances and privilezes, may
b3 open to question. Your committeeare
inclined to helieve that they are not. Still
7¢ have ruch cause for thankfulness when
we consider the progress that has been
nade in the matter of giving during the

last ten or twenty years.

One Presbytery says :—** The spirit of
liberality is better than ever before, con-
tributione come in increasing volumes.
The system of church finance has greatly
improved. Giving to the Lord’s cause is
not left to the impulse of a moment. De-
pendence is placed on regular and frequeunt
offerings.”

THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT

ic carefully fostered in a goodly number of
our congregations, by means of missionary
societies, or a monthly mssionary prayer-
meeting. In other congregations the only
means used to keep alive an interest in
this all important subject is, an annual
missionary meeting or an annual sermon
on missions, with perhaps an occasional
prayer meeting with reference to the
evangelization of the heathen world. In
a few congregations there may not be even
this little attention paid to the matter.
Missionary news is pretty generally circu-
lated among the people, through the Re.
cord, MARITIMNE 8nnsnx'nnuu~‘ and Pres-
dyterian TWituess.
Coming to the question of

SPECIAL SERVICES,

-your committee learn with pleasure that a
very large number of such services were
held within the bounds during the year,
and adso that the results were generslly
satisfactory. In some cases, the sessions
secured outside help, in the shape of an
evangelist to conduct the services. In
wthers the assistance of a neighbaing
‘minister was obtained, whilein other cases
still, the pastor with his elders and pious
yeople depending on God's pro-rise under-
tock to conduct the meetings without any

external assistance.

It is evident to all careful observers
that there is an increasing demand for
special services, among the Presbyterians
of these provinces. Your committee re-
gard this desire for special services, as one
of the hopeful and cheering signs of the
times, o take it ai an evidence that the
spirit of God is working among us ; on the
one hand convincing the careless of sin and
their need of Christ as a Saviour from sin,
and on the other hand leading christians to
desire, plan, and work for, the salvation
of sinners. It is a good thing to find so
many of our young men moved to tell their
friends and neighbors the * old old story
of Jesus and His love,”” and it is equally
good to find that so many are resdy to
listen wo the gospel from their lips, and to
overlovk many imperfections 1n matter
and manner, because they believe the
speaker is in earnest, and that his words
come from a heart full of love to the
Saviour and to souls,

But this state of things is not without
greve danger. By all meanslet the desire
for apecial services be encouraged. But
let it be done wisely and always under
the supervision of the Session.

THE SESSION IN EVANGELISTIC WORK.

The Sassion should have the entire
charge of all gospel meetings of a special
nat\‘;%e, and all workers, whether from
within or without, the congregation, should
labour under the direction of, and be in
harmony with the Session. The sphere of
the evangelist in organized congregations,
is that of an aid to the minister and elders.
But our church must beware of the very
erroneous and mischiovous impression that
no special meetings can be conducted suc-
cessfully without the presence of sume one
called an evangelist. There is not a Ses-
sion nor a congregation in the church
that cannot have a refreshing and profit-
able series of meetings without any out-
side agency. The minister, elders, apd
praying people of any Presbytenian Church
should constitute a band of evangelists,
sufficient by the power of the Holy Spirit
working in and through them, to bring
about a spiritual resurrection of the dry
bones in their own congregational valley -
of visivn. :

The privilege of personal effect on be- .
half of the unsaved does not seem to be
very %fnemlly used by the membership of
the church. No doubt there are a few
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etrnest and consecrated souls in all our
congregations, who never lose an oppor-
ity of doing good to the careless, by
turning their attention to spiritual and
¢tornal things., But probably nine tenths
of the members of the church never open
their mouths in private and scocial inter-
course in the intorests of perishing souls,
and on behalf of Him who died for them,
and whom they profess to love and serve.
What a grand missionary work lies to the
hand of every christian, in this line of
personal endeavour, among unconverted
friends and chance acquaintances.

BRINGING THE YOUNG TO DECISION.

The reports do not have much to say
concerning the means used to bring the
young to decision for Christ. The spiritual
interests of our young people rececive a
sreat deal of attention in the home, the

abbath school and the church, at the
hands of parents, Sabbath school teachers,
pastors and elders. But still it does not
appear that there is much effort made to
bring them to a deliberate choice of
Christ as their Saviour and Lord. There
is much general instruction, given to this
interesting portion of our population, but
we believe there is not as much close deal-
ing with the cunscience as there should be
in order to bring the young to a sense of
sin, faith in Christ, and consecration to
His service. Itis a grand mistake to let
the tender and impressible season of child-
hood go by without this close personal
dealing,

SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOUR.

There are societies for the special bene-
fit of the young in a large number of our
congregations. Recently, *¢ The You
People’s Society of Christian Endeavour,’
has been introduced, and it is doing good
work. This society seenus to meet a long
felt want in the church, and is worthy of
special mention in this report.

Its object is as stated in the constitution
“to promote an earnest christian life
among its members, to increase their mu-
tual acquaintance, and to be more useful
in the service of God.” It seeks to bring
the young to Christ, and so to cultivate
their gifts and graces so that they shall be
active and useful members of the church.

This institution is only a few years old,
and yet its societies are already numbered
by thousands. It has found its way into
every christian country and unto some
mission fields a8 well. It commends itself

at once, to every one who is in search of
an agency that is fitted, by God's blessing
to bring the young people into the church,
keep them in the church and make them
useful to the church.

HINDRANCES TO RELIGION.

Inanswer to the last question, viz , that
respecting hindrances, numerous answers
are given, for examnple, inteinperance, lack
of home training and parental control,
dancing, horse racing, permnicious liter-
ature, current scepticism, dependence up-
on morality of life, animosities and bicker-
ings among church members and commu-
nities ete,

Most if not all the reports mention
worldliness as one of the greatast hindran-
ces, which the church has to encounter in
doing the work of the Lord in these Pro-
vinces, and it appears to your committeo
that this hindrance require; special em-
phasis. Unlike dancing, horse-racing, in-
temperance &c., worldliness zroeps steal-
thily into the hearts and lives ui ministers
and elders, as well as of membc.s and ad-
herents, and wherever it goes it causes
spiritual paralysis. In this way it not
only constitutes a hindrance, but it also
weakens the power necessary to overcome
that hindrance.

THE MERCIES OF THE YEAR.

In conclusion let us as & Synod thank
God most fervently for the abundant evi-
dences of His presence and blessings
vouchsafed unto us as a church throughout
the past year. He has not permitted us
to labour in vain nor spend our strength
for naught.” He has lengthened the
cords, and strengthened the stakes of our
zion, and doubtless, had we heun nore
faithful, earnest and consecratecd, He
would have blessed us still more richly
and manifestly.

We beg to make the following recom-
mendations :—

1. That the synod renew theinjunction
of last year, enjoining upon ail sessions
::1“1 presbyterics to report on the state of

on,

21.gl That seasions be urged to hold a year--
ly conference, each elder reporting for his.
own congregational district.

3. That parents give special attention
to the matter of family worship, the mem-
orizing of the scriptures and shorter cate-
chism, and that-they be sirongly urged to-
attend to parental training. :

All of which is respectfully submitted..

JoHxr mv, Convener
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GENERAL REPORT.

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY
BRITISH GUIANA 1888,

We cannot say that the financial cloud
which has for su long overshadowed our
Mission has been removed. At the pres-
ent moment, the Council ‘s in no better a
pusition financially than it was twelve
months sgo. We cannot see our way be-
fore us to defray the expenses, either of
the General Mission, or of the West Coast
Mission, and this condition of affairs is
causing the Council very grave anxiety.

We dare not contract any more than we
Lave done the number of our agencies or
the area of their operation’ without doing
deadly .injury to the interest of our
church, reflecting discredit on its name,
and ratarding to a certain extent the on-
ward progress of the Kingdom of Christ.
And that be far from us.

How much is it te be wished and hoped
for that the present prevailing apathy re-
garding missions in general and our own
mission in particular, may pass away, to
be succeeded by a warmth and interest in
both, hitherto unknown.

During the past year, the Council have
tu report no signal instances of iissionary
success. They can chronicle nothing be-
yond the ordinary routine of missionary
work. It is the day of small things with
us, as yet, but let no man despise that
day. The day of great things maybe at
hand.

The principal event to break the even
‘tenour of the operations of the Society
was the arrival in the colony of the Rerv.
K. J. Grant, a missionary in connection
with the Canadian Presbyterian Church,
stationed at San Fernando, Trinidad.
Mr. Grant was commissioned by the Board
of Foreign Missions of the above named
«Church to visit Demerara, and to inquire
into the working of our Indian Mission
here, to ascertain the cause of the Mission
‘Council’s financial embarrassment, and to
do his best to forward tho work generally.
Mr. Grant came among us burning with
zeal in his Master's eause, und endeavour-
ed to stir up both Church and Council to
a sense of their responsibility. In pur-
suance of this object, he preached in buth
the town Churches, and addressed two
Sunday Schools.

But to ascertain the condition of the
West Coast Mission'was one of his objects,

And 80 .he hastened to the West Coast, to

examine the Schools at Tuschen, Uitvlugt
and Argue, the three centres of work at
present carried on by Rev. J. Gibson.

On the 24th September, at a meeting of
Council of the Preshyterian Missionary
Society, Mr. Grant was present, when the
following resolution was unanimously pass-
ed. “That the West Coast Mission shall
be carried on in its integrity as heretofore;
and the Council pledge themselves to do
their utmost, to relieve their Missionary's
mind of all distracting uncertainties and
to enlarge, if possible the sphere covered
by the Mission.” The Council encouraged
the formation of Ladies’ Missionary Socie-
ties; and Mr. Graat and Mr. Slater were
requested to visit Berbice and to plead the
cause of our Missions there. This visit
was duly accomplished, meetings were
held in three out of four of the parish
churches and a Ladies Missionary Society
was formed, which has met with a large
amount of success, and been the means cf
raising & considerable sum iu aid of our
Missions.

The Council met again on the 29th Sep-
tember 1887, at which mesting the Rev.
K. J. Grant was again present, At this
meeting the arrears due to the Rev. J.
Gibson were paid over to him.

It is to be hoped that, the resultsof the
visit of so distinguished a Missionary as
Mr. Grant may not be evanescent bat that
permanent good to our Missiop may flow
therefrom.

‘WEST COAST MISSION.

1. We do not think that this Mission is
receiving un the part of the Church, that
attention and that support which it un-
doubtedly deserves. It is our only Mis-
sion to thosy East Indian Immigrants, on
whom the prosperity of our Colony s0
much depends. When we call to mind
that there are 80,000 of these poor dusky
children of the East, living in our midst,
and that our church maintains only one
Missionary and cne Catechist, we may
well be humbled to the dust. The field
of foreign Missionary enterprise is brought
to vur very door, and we are too given to
sloth and indifference to our brother’s
welfare to bestir ourselves to minister to
his spiritual wants.

Up to the time of Mr. Grant's visit to
this Mission last year, there were three
centres of work, Tuschen, Utitvlugt and
Hague. But the night before Mr. Grant
visited Tuschen, a fire entirely consumed
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the manager’s house, his infant and nurse
perishing in the flames. Owing to the
School house being required for the man-
ager’s use, the school had, of necessity,
to be clesed, We cannot but regard this
a8 a very great misfortune to the interests
of our Mission, more especially as the
number of children attend.ng the School
was very considerable, upwards of 150
being present on some occassions,

Ultelugt is by far the largest centre of
Mission work on the West Coazst. In ad-
dition to coolie children, a few black and
Chinese children have been permitted to
attend. The progress of the children at
the School cannot but be regarded as high-
ly satisfactory. An additional teacher has
Veen added, Mr. Estwick, at a salary of
820 dollars per month, the salary for the
first three months being guaranteee by
Mr. Grant. The sixty dollars have been
paid by members of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada, to whom Mr. Grant
represented the state of matters at Ulit-
2lngt School.

‘We must not forget to mention in con-
nection with this School, the kindly inter-
est taken in it by Mrs. Gibson, who gen-
erally gives her aid in teaching the pupils.
And the council placeon record their grate-
ful thanks to Mr. Russell and Mr McCon-
nel, for the generous gift of 8480 towards
the finances of the Mission.

The School at Hague is maintained en-
tirely at the expense of the cstate, and in
a building expressly provided for it. The
thanks of the council are due to Mr. and
Mrs. Throp for their ceaseless interest in
the same. The attendance at the School
is good,

2. There is nothing special to place on
record regarding the stations at Aurora
and Good ; Hope. The!Schools !at both
stations are doing remarkably well, the
Government Grant for the former is 837,50
per month, and for the later $20.

We have still to regret that it has been
found impossible owing to Y'want of funds
to complete the necessary repairs in Au-
rora Church, a beautiful edifice, but sadly
needing the expenditure of a few hundred
dollars in order to render it as it should
be. A considerablo debtstill hangs over
Good Hope Church, which it has been
hitherto found impossible to liquidate.

‘The Church, moreover, stands in need of-

painting within and without, and the wea-
ther is already beginning to tell upon it,
in consequence of the want of the same.

The Secretary has twice visited this
Church and urged the members to take
active steps to clear off the debt still re-
maining on the church, but hitherto noth-
in%i has been done to secure this desirable
end.

3. The Catechist at Chalk Hill, Mr.
Walker, has laboured for more thana
quarter of a century in the interest of the
Mission. He isa gonod, dilligent and
hard-working man, and has an acquaint-
ance with the aboriginal Indians second to
few on the coluny. He is much respect-
ed and beloved by the Arawak and Aca-
woio Indaina who reside near and far from
the Mission. 'This Mission Station has
no grant from our Missionary Society.
And, unfortunately, as the School failed
to pass the Government Examination in
December last, the station is practically
without means of subsistance. On a for-
mer occasion when the schools similarly
failed the Secretary was able to maintain
it for upwards of a year without any ex-
pense to the Society, through the kind do-
nations of a few friends of the Society,
and in the present state of our funds it
seems desirable that the same mode of
procedure should be adopted.

4. It cannot be said that the present
condition of the school at dnna Catharine
as regards the Soclety is quite satisfactory.
This school receives a small monthly grant
from the Society, but as regards its man-
agement, it is entirely independent. It
does not seem as if the condition of affairs
i8 quite satisfactory. )

b. Mahaicony.—This station occupies a
most important pesition. Sixteen miles
from the Parish Church, it is plainly im-
parative that the spiritual wants of mem-
bars of the Church of Scotland, should not
be neglected. There is a beautiful little
chapel here—-St. Peter’s which was re-
novated a few years ago, and is in excel-
lent repair.

As evincing the interest shewn by those
living in the neighbourhood, in the cause
of the Mission, a neat schocl and school
house, has been completed during the past
year. This work was accomplished at no
cost tothe Society. The expense was de-
frayed by voluntary contributions in the
colony and at home. )

The principal credit for the erection of
this building, is due to Mr. and Mrs.
Barlow of Sophia's Hope, and to Miss
Barlow who was indefatigable in her ef-
forts in raising the necessary funds.
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PEOPLE WHO FAIL.

There are many people who fail. Yet
there are two standards by which success
and failure may be measured. There is
the world’s standard and there is God's.
Many whom men set down as having fail-
ed are successful in the higher sense, while
many of earth’s vaunted successes are real-
ly utter and terrible failures.

If we are wise we will se.% to know
lifo's realities, and will not be fooled by
its appearances. True success must be
something which will not perish in earth's
wreck or decay, something which will not
be torn out of our hands in the hour of
death, something which will not last over
into the eternal years.

The real failures in life are not those
which are registered in commercial agen-
ciesand reported as bankruptcies, northose
whose marks arc the decay of earthly for-
tune, descent in the social scale, the break-
ing down of worldly prosperity, or any of
those signs by which men rate each other.
A man may fail in these ways and as heav-
en sees him his path may b like the shin-
ing light, growing in brightness all the
while. His heart may remain pure and
his hands clean through all his earthly
misfortunes. It matters little what be-
comes of one’s circumstance if meanwhile
the man himself is prospering.

The real failures are those whose marks
are in the life itself and in the character.
A man prospers in the world. He grows
rich, He gathers luxuries and the ap-
pointments of wealth about him instead
of the plain circumstances amid which he
ent his early days. The cottage is ex-

uged for a mansion. He is a million-
aire, He has wide influence,
at his door to ask favora of him. Heis
sought and courted by the great. His
name is everywhere known. But the
heart which nestled in purity under the
home-made jacket has not retaired its
purity under rich broadcloth, It has be-
come the home of pride, ambition, unrest,
unholy acherues and of much that is cor-
rups and evil. His character has lost its
former innocence and loveliness. Shall
we call that true success which rears up a
pile of earthly grandeur, to dazzle men’s
eyes, while it strangles a man’s spiritusl
life and forfects him the divine favorand a
home in heaven?

But in original endowments and in op-
portunities every life is furnished for suc-

8
c
Men wait

cess, Those who fail, fail because they
will not make tkeir life after the pattern
shown them in the mount, because they
do not use the endowments which God has
bestowed upon them, bocause they reject -
the opportunities offered to them, or be-
cause they leave God out of their life and
enter the battle only in their ownstrength.

The saddest thing in the world is the
wreck of a life made for God and for im-
mortality, but failing of all the ends of
its existence and lying in ruin at the last,
when it is to late to begin again. The
paths that lead to failure start far back
and slope down usually in very gradual
and almost inperceptible decline toward
the fatal end.

It inay be that these words shall come
to one whose feet are already set in paths
of peril. There are many such paths, and
8o disguised are they by the enemy of
men’s souls that of times they appear
harmless to the unwary. They are flower-
strewn. They beginat first in very slight
and in only momentary deviations from
the narrow path of duty and of safety. If
the compass register falsely by but a hair’s
breadth when the ship puts out tc sea it
willcarry her a thousaud miles from her
course a few days hence and may wreck
her. The slightest wrong tendency of life in
early youth uuless corrected will lead at
length far away.

Every young person who would save
his life from failure must begin with the
bright golden days now passing and make
each one of them beautiful with the beauty
of fidelity and earnestness. A wasted
youth is a bad beginning for a successful
life. We have not a moment to lose, for
the time allotted to usis not an instant
too lung for the tasks and duties which
God has set for us.

LOST OPPORTUNITIES.

A gentle, gracious old lady of seventy
lately told the fellowing incident to her
grondchildren. We give, as nearly as
possible, her own worfsl:

“I drove out one day, whenI wasa
young girl, to the Park. Some trifie had
oceured to irritate me; a disappointment,
probably, about a dress or hat., 1 left the
carriage, and, bidding the coachman drive
on, sat down on a bench near the river.

“‘Some children were playing under the
trees, their nurses looking on. I remem-
ber that their noise annoyed me, and that.
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I tried to control my ill-humor. But, I
thought. why should.I not be ill-humored
if I chose? I was alone; it could harm
nobody.

‘A mnan stood near me, leaning against
atree. He attracted my attention, be-
cause his clothes were of fine quality,
though worn and ragged. There was some-
thinug about his air and manner, too, which
betokened fentle breeding. He turned
and saw me looking at him, and apparently
following a sudden impulse, came up and
asked me for work. :

*‘I was not frightened, for his manner
was perfectly respectful, but I -.as angry
at bein%, annoyed by a strange:,

‘““What work could I have for you? I
said.

¢ “That is true.” He howed and turned
away. I sat by the river for a while, aud
then went to meet the carriage, which was

returning.
*The man again stopped me. ‘Youare
young,’ he said. *You ought tohave more

wmercy than the world. I am a very wretch-
ed man. I you would use your influ-
ence, could you not get me work?”

‘“His voice was so hoarse, I thought he
had been drinking. I hurried on, with-
out speaking. The coachman threatened
him with his whip, seeing that I was an-
noyed. I went home, but the man's pale
face hauunted me all that night.

“The next morning, my father read
from the paper, ‘The body of a man was
found last night in the river above the
dam. It proved to be thit of a Virginian,
named Hall, who had been struggling
with poverty and ill-health in the city for
months.’

**He had been starving the day befure,
had applied for work to every man he met
His last appeal was to me. A kind word
from me would have saved him,

It was & terrible lesson. Fifty years
have passed since then, but even now I
wake at night with that man's face before
wme.”

The consequences of our careless neg-
lect of the poor are mot often brought
home to us in such & way. Yet we may
be certain every time we turn away from
a needy brother, we leave him to evil in-
fluences which we might hare changed in-
to good ones.

very r, every creature hurt or
hungry in body or soul that comes in our
path, is an opportunity given to usby God
to make ourselves like the Master in his

compassion and kindness.

“Inasmuch,” the Saviour tells us, ‘‘as
yo did it not to one of the least of these
ye did it not to me,”— Youth's Companion.

VICES BUNT IN PACKS.

‘Whoever forms the habit of using strung
drink, will be likely to be getting other
bad habits along with it, He may lose
time in frequenting the places where
liquors ave sold and %runk, and may learn
thus to be idle. He may come to love
those places better than his hume; which
is in aYl ways one of the worst of bad ha-
bits. He will be very likely to fall into
bad company, and may lose the relish for
that which isgood. He will almost neces-
sarily hear much profane and vulgar speech
and sy learn to use it himself. Alto-
ﬁether, this liability to fall into injurious

abits, and into vile companionship, is one
of the most serious evils to be apprehend-
ed from the use of intoxicating drinks.
A man may escape -from the shame of ab-
solute drunkenness and from premature
death, and perhaps from poverty brought
on by his indulgence; but this mischief hy
exposure to contagion of other evils, is
one that few, even of moderate drinkers,
go entirely clear of. And it ought to re-
ceive more attention than is usually given
to it. —Congregationalist. :

HEAVEN.

In the twilight of a summer’s evening,
a pastor called at the zesidence of one of
his parishioners, and found, seated in the
doorway, a little boy with both hands ex-
tended, holding a line. *‘What are you
doing here .ny little friend?” inquired the
mi‘x::i!::,]t.er. X , " )

ying my kite, sir,” was the reply.

“Flying your kite!” exclaimed the pas-
tor; *‘I can see no ikite; you can see none.”

*I know it, sir,” respcnded the lad; ““I
cannot see it; but I knotw it is there, for I
Jeel it pull.

If our affections areset upon things
above, we shall have a sense of it which
cannot be mistaken.

The principal part of family religion is
prayer, every morning and evening, and
reading some portion of Scripture; and
this is 80 necessary to keep alive a sense
of God and religion in the minds of men,
that when it is neglected I do not see how
any family canin rcason be esteemed a
family of Christians, or indeed have any
religion at all.
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DELIVERANCE FROM EVIL.

There is no more contemptible ereature |
than the man whose eyes are on the ends |
of the earth, while he overlovks the evils |
of his own heart or of his own home. He
is worse than the selfish religionist, Christ |
calls him a hypocrite who isforever trying i
to pull out the mote from a brother's eye, |
and neglects the beam that is in his own.
Such are they who shout for all kinds of i
pubiic reform, but forget the reformation
of their own lives and of their own homes, !
which are c¢mphatically the matters nud[
which they are primarily respousible. |
Nay, the key to the right understauding
of the evils and difticulties of others is to !
be found in a true appreciation of our own. |
We cannot well bear the burdens of others
till we have been taught how each man '
¢* must bear his own burden.”

It is easy enough to pray this petition !
in word. We have all said it to God from
our infancy, *¢ Deliver us from evil ;" but,
when we reflect on it, we may be astound-
ed at our insincerity, for we are met with
the plain question, Do you wish to be de-
livered from your evil—not from the con- !
sequences of your evil, but from the evil |
itself 7 Do you wish to be delivered from
your selfishness, and to be made lovingI
and self-sacrificing? Do you wish to be i
delivered from your greed, and from that
spirit which resists every demand on your
money or your time, as if it were an in-
rond on your rights 2 Is it that you veally
desire God to make you generous, so that
when you are asked to give what imposes
some sacrifice in order to aid this mission
or charity, you do not resent the request
as an intrusion, but meet it gladiy ¥ Do
you wish to be made pure and humble
and considerate, or, to put it in oue word,
do you wish to be made like Christ 7—
Christian Advocate.

THE SHATTERED IDOL.

History tells us that Mahmoud, the
conqueror of India and destroyer of its
idols, attacked, on one occasion, a temple
of peculiar sanctity in Guzerat. As he
forced an entrance, there stood before him
a gigantic idol five yards high. He in-
stantly ordered it to be destroyed. The
Brahmins of the temple prostrated them-
selves at his feet and offered an envrmous
ransom ; but Mahmoud declared he would
rather be remembered as the breaker than
the seller of idols, and struck the image

with Lis mace. Hisexample was followed;
and the iwage, which was hellow, burst
with the blows, and poured forth a guan-
tity of diamonds and other jewels, far
more valuable than the proffered ransom,
A greater conqueror thun Mahmoud
stands at the temple of our hearts to-day,
and a greater idol than'any ‘‘graven by
art or man's device,” even the mighty idol,
Self, tuo often bars His entrance.  Shall
we hinder that Pierced Haud from shat-
tering l1is enemy and ours{ Nay, rather
let us ask Him to strike the bluw which
enriches as it falls. Groater riches than
Mahmoud’s will be ours.  Never till self
is shattered can we learn the full meaning
of being Christ possessed.—Rev. E. T,

i Moore,

WHAT BRINGS PEACE ?

A doctor who was once visiting & Chris-
tian paticnt had himself lung been anxious
to feel that he was at peace with God ;
the Spirit had convinced him of his sin
and need, and he longed to possess ** that
peace which the world cannot give.” On
this occasion, addressing himself to the
sick one, he said : I want you to tell me
what it is—this believing and getting hap-
piness, faith in Jesus, and all that sort of
thing that brings peace.” *‘Doctor, I
have felt that I could do nothing, and I
have put my ease in your hands; I am
trusting to you. That is exactly what
every poor sinner must do in the Lord
Jesus.” This reply greatly awakened the
ductor’s surprise, and a new life broke in
vpon his soul. ‘‘Is that all?” he ex-
claimed ; simply trusting in the Lord
Jesus? I see it as 1 never did before.
He has done the work. Yes, Jesus said
on the cruss, ‘It is finished,’” and * wholo-
ever believeth in Him shall not perish,
but have everlasting life.” From that
sick bed the doctor went a happy man, re-
joicing that his sins were washed away in
the blood of the lamb.

TWELVE GOLDEN RULES.

Hold integrity sacred; observe good
manners; endure trials patiently; be
prompt in all things; make good acquain-
tances; shun the company of the idle, dare
to do right, fear to do wrong; watch care-
fully over your temper; never be afraid of
being laughed at; fight life’s battle man
fully, bravely; use your leisure moments
for study; sacrifice money rather than
principle.



