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THE REV. ENOCH WOOD, D.D.

BY JOHN CARROLL.

In this number of the Magazine we portray a gentleman,
whom "the Colonies in general, and Ontario especially, owe to
England. This gift of impersonated good talents, wise counsels,
and almost thirty years of useful labour, the Wesleyan Methodist
Church in Canada acquired as one of the fruits of the recon-
strueted Union with the British Conference in 1847,

At the above date our subject was forty-three years of age,
having been born January 12th, 1804, memorable as the year of
the formation of the British and Foreign Bible Society. His
‘native place was Gainsborough, Lincolushire—John Wesley’s
county. At his coming among us he had attained a complete
ministerial majoritv, having been in the ministerial work since
1826, a period of twenty-one years. ‘

The engraving accompanying this article presents, as far as a
mere print can du, 8 true picture of the massive cranium, large
face, regular features and serene countenance of the Rev. Dr.
Enoch Wood as he appeared a few years ago. Without any
inscription of mame it would recall the appearance of this gentle-
man to those who only knew him at a former period, as it
will be readily recognized as his portrait by those who are

Vox. IL—No. 1.
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acquainted with him now, so liitle has he -changed in appear-

ance. That he does not “age” as fast as most others, although
possessed of a sensitively sympathizing and emotional tempera—
ment, and laid under heavy cares and responsibilities for many
years, is quite remarkable It is probably to be aseribed ito
his habitual reticence and self-control, abstinence from a need-
lessly wasteful expenditure of his mental and physical energies,
and what must be an abiding trust in Divine support. ~As his
constitution and appearance seem to have changed but little, so
also his habits, manners and mode of dress, have not changed at

all with the fluctuations of fashion rélating to those subjects. .

He wears his hair and beard as when we first saw him, going on
twenty-eight years ago: that is to say, with side whiskers instead
of the now largely-prevailing flowing beard; his white cravat is
without an accompanying collar as then, and his coat is the same
standing-collared, single-breasted, cut-away garment as of yore.
In manner he has ever been, while truly urbane, quiet, self*pos-
sessed, and easy of access. Among his intimate friends he is
genial, and -upon ocecasion he can unbend even to hllamty He
tells -a story well,-and can relish a good. -one in return. His con-
versational powers are good.

He 15 observibly domestic and fond of home, greatly dehght—
ing in the company of his excellent lady and children, of which
last he had once a large family—the death of a number of whom,
in early promiSing youth made painful drafts on his very suscep-
tible heart, a sorrow in which he has had the ‘tender sympathy
of all who knew both' them and him. But we are touching
perhaps, on too sacredly personal ‘matters; we turn_to those in
which the public is more concerned,

Although trained to usefulness as a Wesleya,n local Preacher in
England, and sent into the work by the héme 'Connexion, all ‘his
mlmstenal life has been spent in the colonies, from Which circum-
Stance he has become thoroughly colonial in his préferencés. His
first three years of missionary work were devoted to the West
Indies, in‘two several islands, namely, Montserratt and St. Fitts:
and ‘the ‘intermediate eighteen years, ‘between the close of that
period and his coming to this province, he §pent in the province of

New Brunswick. Exceptma Miramichi, where he was stationed
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two years, he alternated during the remaining sixteen years
between the cities of Fredericton and St. John, in all of which
places he earned the esteem and love and confidence of all who
knew him. This was early shown by his election, when com-
paratively a young man, to the Chair of his Distriet, in which
office he was continued until his designation by the Missiohary
Committee and English Conference, upon the restoration of the
Union, to the office of Superintendent of Missions in Canada
‘West, an office of which he continued the sole incumbent till its
extinction. Since then he has been the sole or senior Mission-
ary Sccretary, as he is now in relation to the great united
Methodist Church of Canada, whose missions extend from the
Bermudas to Japan, and from the New Credit to the Lake of the
Woods.

In 1851, upon the removal of the Rev. Dr. Richey, on the
recommendation by vote of the Canada Conference, he was
appointed its President, in addition to his other responsible duties,
in which office he was continued by the joint action of the
British and Canadian Conferences, from year to year, for seven
consecutive years, that is, till 1858. In 1862-63, consequent upon
the sickness and death of the Rev. Dr. Stinson, he was elected to
the Presidential function in the Canada Connexion. It is need-
less to remark, that under the present extended order of things,
he was apnointed first President of the Toronto Annual Confer-
.ence of the Methodist Church of Canada.

This will be the place to say, that Dr. Wood is & very
satisfactory presiding officer—wise and discriminating, well used
?to deliberative proceedings, with few promulgated theories ¢ his
own to commit him, very little inclination to interfere in the

> debates; impartial, dignified, self-restrained and good-tempered,

{ he conducts business to-a right issue with reasonable dispatch.

¢ Dr. Wood is possessed of all attainments necessary to carry
him through all the official duties he has undertaken to discharge.
He is a ready speaker, and facile with his pen. He is a good, but
not pertinacious debater. His speaking abilities show best on
the platform and in the pulpit; in both which places, when
moved, he rises to eloquence. If in the pastoral work, he would
exeel as a feeding, comforting sort of preacher, A ready flow of
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language dand extemporized illustrations, joined to a more than
usual amount of pathos and sympathy, will ever keep. his
sermons from being tiresome. \

With all these gifts he is constitutionally timid and retiring,
and his great influence has not been won by self-assertion and
forwardness to press any favourite theories of his own, for he is
rather careful and non-committal than otherwise, until he has
ascertainéd his hold on public opinion, when he will take strong
ground enough. His influence has rather aiisen from the weight
of his character, the affectionate regard he has inspired, and the
confidence in his wisdom which his safe and cautious judgment
has earned, joined to a law-abiding submission to the behests of
the majority. Still, in a strongly quiet way he has originated,
or at least carried thfough, several measures which were treated
with distrust, if not opposition, in their ineeption. The building
of Centenary Church in St. John, N. B, the projection of the
Mission to British Columbia, promoting the affiliation of the
Hudson Bay Missions and the Eastern Canada District with the
Canada Conference, and his long-cherished scheme of the organic
union of all the sections of Wesleyan Methodism in the British
North American Provinces, may be cited as instances of what we
mean.

‘We might recall many more traits of character and excellence,
but a few strokes of the brush will often present as lifelike a
portrait as many. A wish for the long life of this peace-
promoting minister of Christ is no doubt Geneml in our Dominion
Methodism.

A SNOWDROP.

“ A radiant bell
Of silvery shine, stroked tenderly with rays
Of delicate green that make the white appear
As if the sun shone. With a faithful grace
It bowed its head, as in 4 world of fear
* It could not be afraid.”
—GEORGE MACDONALD.
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LESSONS FROM LANGUAGE.

BY JAMES ROY, M.A.

IN all nature, the present bears the impress of the past. The
trained eye of the American Indian can trace the marks of
moccasined feet on fallen leaf or moss-covered log. The sand-
stone tells the force of showers that fell, and even the direction
of winds that blew, in those old days of which the poet sings:—

¢ 0 carth, what changes hast thou seen! '

There, where the long street roars, hath been
The stillness of the central sea.”*

Man utters a word: it is caught up by another, or is penned
upon some page; and the iirevocable messenger goes on for ever.
On its brow it bears the image of him who made it; and, to
all coming time, its silent voice proclaims his character. “ By
thy words thou shalt be justified, and Ly thy words thou shalt be
condemned.” Language adds to the testimony of other witnesses
a confirmation of great truths concerning human life. Its lessons
may lack the charm of novelty, but it is of no small value, by its
aid “to make assurance doubly sure” ¢Language,in its terms
and in its structure, is an index, an expositor (and, perhaps, more
completely so than almost anything else), of the opinions and
belief of mankind.”}

" Language teaches us man’s grand capacitics. 1t develops with
advancing civilization. In low states of society, the words used
are almost entirely descriptive of concrete objects.  «Their
language,” says Upham, seems to partake of the materiality of
the external objects with which they are chiefly conversant.”}
Missionaries have found this to be a fruitful source of perplexity
in their efforts to convey to savages the thoughts of Christian
civilization. They have been compelled either to employ, even
for the designation of God, words used by the tribes, but ever
associated with degrading thoughts,—or to import foreign and,
to their hearers, unmeaning terms, rather than perpetuate false

* Tonnyson. Jn Mem. cxxii. i. + Upham. Ment. Phil. Vol ii. p. 339.
I Ment. Phil. Vol ii, p. 460,
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notions by the use of what was common and familiar. Shaw, it
his “Story of my Mission,” informs us' that Bishop Colénso
dissatisfied with the native word which most nearly correspond:
to our “God,” Kaffrized the Latin Deus, but without adding tc
clearness of view on the part of the Africans; for, after some
time, it was, discovered that a word of simila,r sound already
existed in their language, but witk the unfortunate meaning of
“g little earthen pot,” thereby slightly confusing the Scriptural
account of the creation.

One of the first steps in upward progress from this low state
of things is the comprehension and use of abstract terms.
Resemblances are seen, and words are used to designate features
common to several objects. The term ©firewood bush” mno
Ionger points out, to lhe Indian of the West, the dry and stunted
shrub he first saw on his way from northern Asie to northern
America, but serves to indicate the whole class of oaks: from the
withered, diminutive specimen of the North,' to the stately
representative of more southern climes. Qualities become objects.
The distinction between genera, species, and individuals is
recognized. Man rises to the cc2ception of a mew realm of
thought, in which the realities are no longer material. K He
speaks not only of particulars, but of generals. Beyond the
idea conveyed to his mind by “a tree,” “a dog,” “ a spear,” he
finds & new thought in “dog” “tree,” “spear” The words
“nature,” “ creation,” unfold to him s new world of realities
not cognizable by the senses; and the germs of the metapbysical
gystems, nominalism, realism, conceptualism, are sown deep and
scattered wide. Upward and onward grows the mind, till the
Greek and the German conduct long processes of reasoning by
the use of abstract terms, almost or entirely unaided by councrete
illustrations, and till a Newton grasps intuitively the propositions
of Buclid, without the aid of diagrams, or mﬁermedmte steps of
demohnstiation,

Long, however, before man arrives at this stage, he has realized
the'existénce in himself of something that is not material ; and,
it may ba, he has not stopped short, of the conviction that the
immaterial is the only real, while the: material is fleeting and
changeable, A world of thought is suggested by the fact thiat
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the very word “ atom,” which, to-day, suggests to scientific men
the substratum of all we see, raises, by its own meaning, a
question whether that substratum is not destitute of one of the
prime characteristics of what we call matter,—divisibility,—and
whether reality can be truly predicated of anything but that
which is. not material

We find ourselves occasmnally using the terms “ beaut;y,
« gublimity,” “the ludicrous;” but, on attempting to define these
words, we become ¢onvinced of the presence of a sphere from
which gross matter is so fully excluded that the véry words used
to designate the entities that therein live are undeﬁnable An
author before quoted, writing of the emotions, says: “Ib is
unquestionable that we are unable to give a verbal explanation
of them, in themselves considered. In this respect they are like
all other states of tke mind which are truly simple” «All
emotions are undefinable.”*

A study of words will reveal still further the growth of a
conviction thuv there is in man; not merely an immaterial element,
but 2 moral one. Any good dictionary will show the progress in
the meanings of words from: the literal to the figurative, and from
the physical to the meral. How often is the mind, of one:said to
be “candid,” Z.e. brilliantly white, while another is consigned to
disapproval and disgrace, as. a “ black-hearted ” wreteh ! There
are words, too, the distinctions of which demand such subtle
discrimination that the use of them unfolds an imner sense. of
obligation to be scrupulously accurate,—thus proclaiming the
moral element in man. All readers of Cicero will here recall the
difference between the wfile and the honestum. Though Horne

' Tooke, judging from the derivation of the word, may have tried
to render “right ” synonymous with « comma’mied ” yet we are a]l
sensible that right, must remain right, howeyer commands may
vary, and that no- commands can make that right which, if not
commanded, would be wrong. As thoughts precede the words
that express them, there must have been, in those who first drew
distinetions between these synonyms, a conviction of man’s
obligation to be true to the subtlest shades of fact.

* Upham, .Mend, Phil. Vol. i, pp. 81, 36.
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But Tha' stops 16t ‘with the récoghition ‘in himself \of a
spmtual and’a moral element ; he feels that he is only: on,thc«
yerze of ‘a world inta which the material enters not,—a: W011d
not mere]y of that mtellectual character which we find comomed.
‘with sublunary mmatter around us, but a hlgher realm beyond
Thrs, too, words teach us. We have words, the meamngs of
which | We cannot grasp, while we st111 Teel that. they represent
realitiés ; and in our‘effort to form adequate conceptrons of these
-tealities, we struagle asin a mchtmare, to accomplish. what, we
feel” can ‘be done, but; Whlch our present limitations absolutely
forbid: us to do. ' The Words “space,” t1me,” “ mﬁmte surrgest ‘
thouehts “too vast for our mmds t0 orrasp Tt is: nnpossrble for .
instancs, to concelve an absolute commencement or an- absolute
’ termination of Tune. Tt'id equally mppssrble to concelve Tnne‘

thhout begirning of end. “The idea i i8'too vast Yet whatever
may be our oplnlous of Ham11tons theories, we are forced to
admlt the' truth of one of the contrad1ctor1es Is that of Whrch
e can forin no correct conceptlon true ? Then there must be a
reahn “whete thoucrhts that are true-can bé crrasped be they never
$0 great and, to- us, 1ncomprehens1b1e “«Out Lnowledge says
Sir’ Williain, whether of mind or ‘matter, ‘can be nothmg more.
than the knowled«e of the relatlve mamfestatrons of an. ex1stence~
Wblch in 1tself 1+ is our hlghest Wxsdom to recoomze as beyond
the reach of our phllosophy S
What for mstance, i§ meant by the Words @ spmtual essence » ?'
Can we do ‘better than call it, W;th Togke; a “nameless. somethmg
in which quaht1es mhere 7 Languacre has been unequal to-the
task of prov1d1ng an Enghsh word “which can convey & correct
nnpressmn of ‘what we thmk when we' speak of Person in: relatlon.
to. the Trlmty Tts ”dim form’ has passed before us. Of its
exzstence we aré assured and We cannot but say of 1t as
Bernardo to Horatro :

o -t v . l\, i T
124 ‘ KL
5

. Is not thls somethmg more than fantasy 2
h Wha.t thlnk yoii o‘n'f,'a v.! , nY et

B n‘,! 3“"4.1‘-

Its outlines. are too famt however and we cannot descrlbe the-

* Bowen’s*Hamilton, P. 526. F Shakespeare. E’a&nlet Acts. sc. 1. }:

ts«
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height and the circumference of the vision. Who has not /felt
the need of some higher mode of communication between mind:
and mind then that language which we borrow from material
things, and which, in its figurative character, conveys to different
minds such different thoughts? Read the controversies :of the
ancient philosophers, and the polemics of early Christianity ;
watch their refurn in new forms from age to age; see how the
world rises to find, at one period, precious truth in what, ab
another, it shuddered to believe the foulest heresy; and will not |
the conviction grow upon us that no small share of the mis-
understandings and persecutions which have been such jarring
notes-amid the world’s harmony, might have been avoided, hal
the instrument been better tuned to express the notes, sublime
and beautiful, that struggled in the musician’s soul? Is there
no land beyond, where the truth is comprehended, though we
know it not ? “ At the limits of exact knowledge ” (‘ I quote the
words of Humboldt’), says Max Muller, “as from a lofty island
shore, the eye loves to glance towards distant regions. The
images which it sees may be illusive; but, like the illusive
images which people imagined they had seen from the Canaries
or the Azores, long before the time of Columbus, they may lead:
to tlre discovery of a new world.”*

Not merely have we faint glimpses of a spiritual world, but
dim ideas of its inhabitants are involved in the word “angel,”
which no longer means t6 us a messenger, but which has become
a specific designation of “ Abdiel stern,” of “ Zophiel, of cherublm‘;
the swiftest wing;” of “Uriel, gliding through the even;” .of
“Zephon bold,” “Ithuriel with his spear and all those “strong
‘and subtle spirits” whose home is in the “crystal firmament. ”-f'
In the word ecstasy,” too, is there no shadowing of a powerin
the inner spirit to « stand forth” from an outer tenement ‘too
frail for joys that mark the boundary where the material fails and
the untrammeled life of 1mmater1ahty begins ?

It was a mark of power in Edouard Laboulaye to write that
life-like representation of society in the United States,— Paris
en Amenque, "—without ever having seen the land he describes

* Seience of Lang. st Ser. p. 29, 7 Par, Lost, B'ks, iv. & vi.
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so well. It was a mark of power in Columbus to grasp the idea
of an unsecn continent beyond the seas. Is it any less a mark
of power for man to form even dim conceptions of a higher
realm of thought and being .han the material one in which he is,
for a time, compelled to move, and to discern in himself capacities
for the enjoyment of that higher life ?

Again, language teaches us man’s weakness and degencracy. It
shows how largely he is a creature of circumstances. Self-
governing as he evidently is, in certain lines of thought and life,
and gifted as he is with power to remove himself from unfavour-
able circumstances to those more favourable, yet, confined within:
certain limits of climate and history, man is as helpless as the
down-cased seed whicluflies just as the laws of its own being are
subjected to the power of winds or the earth’s attraction. It was
no result of human intention that swine and ox and calf, as
noticed by Wamba to Gurth, in Sir Walter Scott’s “ Evanhoe,”
retained their Saxon names while they needed tending, but took
the Norman appellations, pork, ueef, and veal, as soon as they
were slain for the conqueror’s table. It is not by human
foresight and design that the inhabitants of the Swiss mountains.
are largely destitute of terms of navigation ; nor was it thus that
the old Latin developed, in one country, into the musical Italian,
and, in another, into the polite, but less melodious French.
German patriotism may, perhaps, aid Bismarck in his efforts
to banish from public documents all words derived from French
conquetors of a former day; but no powerful will deliberately
imposed these words upon the Prussians of that time, any more
than it has made Frenchmen on both sides of the Atlantlc use
the terms “ railway ” and “ ros-bif.”

That man’s tones, pronunciations, and idioms should be
decided by climate, locality and war, is no small mark of his
helplessness amid the conflicting elements around him; bu
this subjoction to external influences is still further seen in
the power of his own words to mould his character. It is not
the smallest evidence of wise control over human affairs that
Jewish retention of correct ideas of God was, to a considerable
extent, due to a peculiarity in the Hebrew language. Its
consonant; roots, remaining unchanged through all the develop-
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ments of its words, ever kept before the minds of the Jews their
primitive ideas of the Divine character. Hence, Baring-Gould
says: “The Aryan’s tongue bore no such testimony to him,
The spirit of his language led him away from monotheism, while
that of the Shemite was an ever-present monitor, directing
him to a God sole and undivided.”* Humboldt, too, says that
langaage “reacts almost insensibly on thought itself, and breathes
over it an animating influence.”}:

Turning from man’s involuntary and unconscious subjection
to good influences from his words, how are our hearts harrowed
by the effects of the word “love-child” on the morals of English
parishes, and by the ipjury to Canadian morals, in country places,
of the imported habit of calling the results of criminal inter-
course only “a mistake ” to be pitied! To call a “Dblack-leg,” as
the French do, a “knight of industry,” may not meke Parisian
officers of justice less uncompromising in their polite performance
of stern duty; bubt such an employment of eupheinisms must
certainly lessen the popular horror with which all erimes should
be regarded. How often does the most uncharitable narrowness
use the holy word “ brethren ” as a passport to simple, guileless
hearts! How does the word “ Protestant” fill the “ Catholic ”
with a consciousness of the superiority of a positive power which
lives on in spite of mere negative protests! Who.does not kniow
the policy of using euphonious titles ? From the time when the
Greek called the unpropitious “left” the “well-named” side,
and gave to the Furies the title of “ Well-favoured Ones,”—from
the day when homoiousian controversy “filled all spirits with
murderous bitterness, and shed whole rivers of the blood of
Christians, martyrs for a diphthong”i—to the daysof “Reformers”
and “Liberal-Conservatives,” “Bible-Christians” and «“0ld-Cath-
olics,” men have felt that, in answer to the question, “ What'’s int
a name?” they must reply that the permanence of sects and
parties, the growth of precious principles and truths, and the
very progress of the world, depend upon the influence of words
on human character and destiny.

* Orig. and Devel. of Rel. Belief. Vol i, p. 110.

+ Cosmos. Vol i., p. 41.
* § Boileau, L’ Equivoque, and: D'Isracli, Curios, of Lit. p. 404.
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'+ But langnage unfolds not merely man’s plastic yielding, to
external influences, but, also, his tendency to- decay, . Just 28,
in architecture, there comes a time when outward,forms ceasg to
be expressions of inward truths, and only furnish matenals
for change for the sake of .change, thus marking. successive
periods of growth and decline,—so in literature man’s tendenoy
to deﬂenerate may be seen in what Lamartine calls-“those plays
with words which are the characteristics, of the languages of
worn-out, civilizations.”* TIn the age of the Trouveres, When,all
serious thought was given up to the clergy, poetry became a
tissue of frivolous combinations of words; and, under Napoleon,
“to be a poet, soul was a thing superﬂuous o« Wntmo became
a trade,” and “ verses were Worked like a piece of embloldery "

It is, perhaps, not without interest, as a mark of decay in
special circumstances,?to know that farming in France was so
disgraceful in the time of Abbé de Lille, tha,t he could scarcely
find, in his own language, words with which to translate the
Georgics of Virgil.

'Wha.t a revela,tlon of moral decay is given us in the existence,
in Greek, of a word which means, “I am corruptly influenced i in
decisions at public assemblies” ! That one single word was used
to convey this thought, which we must now express by so many,
is a startling proof of the prevalence of corruption in ancnent
times.

Juliana Barnes, or Berners, prioress of Sopwell, in the fifteenth
century, speaking of “bevy ” as applied to 2 company of ladles
and “herde” to “dere,” states that the correct expressions for
companies of friars or nuns were, “a bomynable syght of monkes,”
and “a superfluyte of mimes”} - It has been contended that
“ bomynable ” meant, in that day, “very great,” without implying
moral censure. Certainly it must not be presumed that the lady
prioress viewed “wounkes” with aversion; but any one who
knows how such expressions grow into fa.vour who consults the
derivation and history of the word “abominable,” and who notes
the use of the almost equally condemnatory word, “ superfluyte,”

* Voyagc én Orient. Vol 1., p: 194, -
T Demogeot. Hist. de la Lit. Fran. p. 548.
¥ Muller. Sciciice of Language. 1st Ser., P. 712.
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will feel that “a bomynable syght of monkes” told the popular
condemnation of the character of these so-called spiritual men.
What history says of that character, every readet knows. To
what a depth of degradation had these men fallen, when the very
sight of them was “ bomynable ” !

How much influence has been exerted by the card-playing
classes of society may be seen from the common use of the
expressions, “showing your hand,” and “follow suit,” even by
leading members of Churches who are not supposed to be
initiated into the mysteries of “suits,” “aces” and “ trumps.”
An extract from a western newspaper, giving an account of
the cold in Montana, states : “Jack Frost held the best hand last
night, and played it as follows.” If anything more is wanting to
illustrate the condition of society in the “ far West,” let another
reference to this extract supply it. Referring to the freezing and
thawing of quicksilver, it represents the latter process by saying
that the mercury “showed life.” Are men ever beaten or shot,
out there, till friends must anxiously watch for signs of returning
life, and has the idiom thence arisen ?

The Spaniards have the following proverbs : “ With the king
and the inquisition, hush!” ¢« What Christ takes not, the
exchequer carries away,” and, “ To steal a sheep, and give away
the trotters for God’s sake.” The Italians have these: “ Who
knows not to flatter, knows not to reign,” and “An open
countenance, but close thougiis.” The latter, Jsaac D’Israeli
assures us,* refers to the wary ¢unning practised in domestic life.
What tyranny and extortion of State and Church is here un-
folded! What hypocrisy of outward religious forms! What in-
roads of priestly espionage on the virtues and privacies of home!

I refrain from speaking of the endless circle of decaying
civilization end impoverished Janguage around which the savage
runs to utter extinction,—of the total loss, in"some instances,
of words indicative of virtue,—or of the growth, in others, of
many words for crimes that, with us, are almost nameless ; and I
bhasten to a few proofs of my third proposition :

Clristiandty counteracts decay, and elevates the human race.

* Curios. of Lit, p. 397,
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Paul, on the Areopagus, quotes from Aratus-and Cleanthes,
“Xor we are also. his .offspring ”; . and, ‘to.the »..quin,thians‘,' he
quotes. the saying +“ Evil communications, corrupt,good . manhers,”
—an expression of Menander, “who,” had all his works been
spared, says D’Israeh “would have interested us much more, than
Homer.”*

Thus does Chnstlamty assimilate to itself the oood of all
ages and countnes, doubtless Tecognizing the echo of its own
voice in those heathens .who, to quote the words of Wesley;
“were taught of God, by His inward voice, all the -essentials
of true religion.”™} “Doubtless, we owe to the Scriptures
the first place in our veneration; yet, when I meet amongst the
ancients, pagans and ‘poets thouOh they were, 50 many chaste
holy, divine thoughts, I cannot hinder myself from believing
that their soul, at the moment when they wrote, was 1nsp;red
by a breath from God.: Who knows if the Spirit of Christ is
not more widely diffused than we imagine.?”}

Yet Christianity is not only the tzamed dlsclple of ‘art,
who recognizes the limning of his master on:canvas and panel
and wall, in dusty garret.or hghted gallery : .it.is the angel of the
spring-time, beneath the treading of whose feet start .forth
the crocus and the daisy, and at: Whose coming winter. hides itself,
the brown hills clothe themselves with the young grass, and
thé:bare branches put on.their robes of -varied green. ,'.Ehe gvord
“self-sufficient,” which was -once -a term :of honour, it has
banished from the realms of goodness, because the warm heart of
God was not in it. “Barbarian,” it has.almost blotted out of use,
‘because it .kept men from ecognizing :their kinship. -*Not
till that word barbarian was stiuck out of the dictionary of
mankind, and Teplaced by brother, .can we look even -for the
first beginnings of our science. This change was effected. by
Christianity.” ¢ Humamty ds.a word which we look for in
vain in Plato or Aristotle; the.idea.of mankind as. one; family, as
the children of one God, is.an idea of Christian. rrrowth and ithe

* Uunos. ofLit. p. 392 'Wesley 8NVotes, 1 Cor., xv.:33.
t Serm. evi, 1., 4.
1 Erasmus, quoted by Demogeot. p. 269.
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which, without Christianity, would never have sprunginto life.”*
“ Gothic” was once a word of reproach; but Christianity has
touched it, and the reproach has been turned into glory. The
grandest temples. of the grandest religion the world has ever
known are built in that Gothic style which Trench calls “the
most wondrous and consummate birth of human genius in thls
region of art”'{'

The student who, after an absence from his study, returns and
finds the dust cleared from table and desk, the cushioos arranged,
the bright fire kindled in the trim grate, and the graceful vase
rep]emshed with fresh flowers, rejoices to trace in these changes
the gentle female hand that has left its impress upon all. The
student of humanity finds, in the object of his study, dust
and disorder, ashes and the withered leaf: let him rejoice that a
hand is working amid the wrecks and ruins of all precious
things, and that, soon, under the careful training of the loving
Christ, “a man ” shall be “ more precious than fine gold, even a
man than the golden wedge of Ophir.”

HuNTINGDON, Que.

THE RED RIVER VOYAGEUR.
BY JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER.

Out and in the river is winding
The links of its long, red chain,

Through belts of dusky pine-land
And gusty leagues of plain. = -

Only, at times a smoke-wreath

With the drifting cloud-rack joins,
The smoke of the hunting lodges

Of the wild .Assiniboins !

* Muller, p. 128. + Study of Words, pp. 113, 114,
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Drearily blows the north-wind
From the land of ice and snow;

The, eyes that look are weary,
And heavy the hands that row.

And with one foot on the water,
And one upon the shore,

The Angel of shadow gives warning
That day shall be no more.

Is it the clang of wild-geese ?
Is it the Indian’s yell,

That lends to the voice of the north-wind

The tone of a far-off bell ?

The véyageur smiles as he Tistens
To the sound as it grows apace;

‘Well he knows the vesper ringing
Of the bells of St. Boniface,

The bells of the Roman Mission,
That call from the turrets twain,
To the boatman on the river,
To the hunter on the plain !

Even so in our mortal journey,
The bitter north-winds blow,

And thus upon life’s Red River
Our hearts as oarsmen row.

And when the Angel of Shadow
Rests his feet on wave and shore,
And our eyes grow dim with watching
And our hearts faint at the oar,

Happy is he who heareth
The signal of his release

In the bells of the Holy City,
The chimes of eternal peace,
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JOHN HOWARD.
BY THE REV. W. H. WITHROW, M.A.

Ir is just one hundred years ago since John Howard was
initiated into his life-work of Prison Reform by his appointment
to the office of Sheriff of Bedford. It may not be an inappro-
priate centennial commemoration of that important event to trace:
briefly the principal incidents of his life, and to note the results
of his philanthropic labours.

John Howard’s father was a successful London merchant, in
religion a Nonconformist, of respectable Puritan stock. Having
amassed a considerable fortune in trade, he retired to the little
village of Cardington in Bedfordshirs, where the subject of this.
paper—early orphaned by the death of his mother—spent the
years of his childhood. The date of his birth is not definitely
known. It was probably in the year 1726. He was a gentle,
shy, and sickly child, giving no augury of that strength of
character and force of will which he afterwards evinced.

Young Howard had good masters, but exhibited no genius for
learning. He was early placed in a Londox counting house,
where, among ledgers and day-books, invoices and bills. of lading,
he formed. that practical acquaintance with business, and acquired
those habits of industry, which characterized his after-life. At
the age of seventeen he became, by his father’s death, the heir of
nearly the whole of his large fortune. - But Howard's health was

oor, and a change of air and occupation was imperative. He
therefore forsook the leaden skies of London for the balmy atmos-
phere of France and Italy. While on the Continent, his Puritan
training and his high moral principles preserved him from the
fashionable vice and folly of the gay European capitals in which
t he sojourned.

On his return to England, after an absence of two years, he
*Wa,s obliged to live the quiet life of an invalid at Stoke-
Newm"bon. Here an event took place which gives an insight
into lns character. He lodged with a widow, a.Mus. Loidore. She,

too, had been an invalid for years, was in humble circumstances,
2 .
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homely in ‘appearance, and fifty-two years of age. While in her
nouse, Howard became dangerously il She tended him like a
mother, and nursed the sick stranger back to life. On his recovery
he astoniched his simple landlady by the offer of his hand, his
heart, his fortune. She refused his rather portentous offer, alleging
as reasons her age—more than twice his own—and their dlspallty
in social position. He was urgent: he felt it-his duty to marry
her, he said; and, having overcome her scruples, marry her
he did.

The wedded life of thls singularly matched couple—one of calm
and quiet joy—lasted only three years, when Howard’s grave and’
gentle spouse, alwdys infirm in health, died. His domestic ties
dissolved, his empty heart yearned for employment to fill its
vacuity. Action wag a habit and necessity of his soul. The
fearful earthquake of 1755 had just occured. The city of Lisbon
was shaken to its foundations, and 60,000 of its inhabitants were.
buried in its ruins. Howard hastened to- relieve the distress of
the sufferers; but his generous purpose was frustrated. The
Seven Years’ War was raging. French privateers swept the seas.
Howard was captured, and suffered the. barbarifies inflicted upon
prisoners of war in the French dungeons of Brest; and those
sufferings he never forgot. The iron of affliction entered -his own.
soul, and made it ever thereafter more sensitive to the sorrows:of
others. He was released on parole, obtained an exchange, and.
rested not till he had procured the freedom of all his fellow-
prisoners. _

In three years Howard married again; and this time the choice
of his heart was—in age, rank, person, and character—every way.
worthy of the good man whose life she was to bless. Mild,
amiable, pious, and philanthropic, she ably seconded his benevo-
lent designs. With a spirit answering to his own, during. the:
first weeks of their honeymoon she.sold the most of her jewels to;
establish a fund -for the velief of the sick and the destitute.
Richer jewels in her husband’s eyes, and a fairer adornment. of
* her character, were her alms-deeds and charities, than. any wealth
of pearls or diamonds that could bedeck her person, and in the,
sight of God an ornamert of greater price. After seven years of
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wedded happiness she was snatched away intimely in gwmg
birth to their only child.

The blow fell with appalling force on the bereaved husband.
Howard’s dream of joy was over. His heart’s love, withered at
its core, never budded again. His thoughts dwelt often with the
past. The anniversary of his Harriet’s death was a day of fasting
and prayer, and the whispered utterance of her name quickened
the pulsings of his heart till it grew still forever. On her tomb-
stone, in grateful recollection-of her virtues, her husband inscribed
the touching tribute of praise :—

¢ She opened her mouth with wisdom ;
And in her tongue was the law of kindness.”

Howar l's ‘health gave way beneath the intensity of his grief.
He again sought the balmy air of Italy for its restoration. Bub
the glowing skies, and lovely scenery, and glorious art of that
favoured land, had for him no longer the absorbing intérest they
, once possessed. A moble purpose filled his soil and swayed his

¢ t will as the moon the tides of ocean. A mnew zeal fired his heart:

}nob the passive contemplation of pathetm dead Christs on canvas,

xbut succouring His living image in the person of suffering

.humamty was henceforth the purpose of his life. So, on partial
i restoration to heath at Turin, he abandoned hLis design of

‘wintering in Naples, “ As I feared,” he writes in his journal,
| the misimprovement of a talent spent in mere cutiosity, and -as
many donations must be suspended for my pleasure. . . . Oht
why, he continues, should vanity and folly, pictures and baubles,
lor even the stupendous mountains, beautiful hills, or rich valleys,
'Whlch ere long will be consuined, engross the thoughts. of a candi-
date for an everlasting kingdom ! Took up, my soul! How low,
how mean, how httle is everythmc but what has.a view to that.
slorious world of light and love!”

The immediate occasion of his entering on his'great life-task
was his acceptance of the office of Sheriff of Bedford in the year
11773. He entered upon his duties with energy. To him the
'shrievalty was no mere matter of gold licé and red plush, of
petty pomp and ostentation, but-of earnest work. He forthwith:
began his inspection of Bedford Jail, That old historic prison’
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becomes thusinvested with a twofold interest. At its gate, pad-,
locked by the leg, John Bunyan often sold the tags.and laces, by
making which he won his bread. Yet to his rapt soul.its gloomy
vaults were glorified by the beatific vision of the New Jerusalem,.
and there airs from the “ILand Beulah” breathed.

The appalling horrors of those hideous cells, which had heen
thus hallowed with the light of genuis, smote the heart .of
Howard with consternation. It was a revelation of duty to hig
soul. Here was a mission worthy of his zeal. To reform the
prison system of England, to grapple with its dire evils, to drag,
to light its dark facts, and to take away from his country the
reproach of her infamous treatment of her ‘prisoners,—this was
to be henceforth the work of his life .

- The Bedford jailer,had no. fees from the county, but lived by
oppressing the prisoners. Howard demanded for him a stated
“salary. The Bench of Justices, after their wont, asked for pre-
cedents. Howard rode into the neighbouring counties in search
of them. What he sought he found: not, but he found that
which filled his soul with grief and indignation—a world of sin,
of suffering, and of wrong before unknown. He forthwith bur-
rowed in all the dungeons in England—literally burrowed, for
many of them were underground, sometimes mere caverns in.the
solid rock, in which human beings were immured for years. No
place, however obscure or remote, escaped his. inspection ; his
official position, his munificent charity, and his resolute will
everywhere procuring him,admission.

Sadder than the wildest horrors of ﬁctmn were the awful
realities of England’s dungeons—the worst in Europe save those
of the Inquisition. The condition of the prison-world—a world
distinet by itself, with its own peculiar laws and usages, and with

a. densely crowded population—was simply execrable. It was,in
the words of one who has made the subject a special study, “a
festering mass of moral and physmal corruption.” The prisons
were very pandemonia—chambers of horrors—whose misery and

" wickedness recall the dreadful pictures of the regions of eternal

rrloom in the pages of the Italian poet, .They were aworld with-
out the pale of the constitution, and their inmates beyond. the

Erqt,egt‘;mn or qontrpl of the law. Rehorlon and 1ts r1tes Were.,

~
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bonished from a region cut off from civilization, apparently a
precinet of hell, and already made over to the government’ of
fiends. The cruelty, and lust, and cursed greed for gold of &
brutal jailer, who frequently united the humane profession of
hangman to his normal duty of warden, were indulged without
restraint, Men had to crouch at a narrow wicket in the door and
gasp for breath. The stench was intolerable, There was fre-
quently no straw,* and prisoners had to lay their rheumatic
limbs on the damp and cold stone floor. Yet to those who had
money the utmost license was allowed. The keepers pandered to
the worst vices of those who could bribe their aid.

The inhumanity practised seems incredible. “In the episcopal
City of Ely,” writes Howard, “the prison was rickety and
ruinous, but instead of strengthening the walls and doors, the
cheaper plan was adopted of chaining the prisoners on their
backs to the floor, and fastening an iron collar studded with
spikes round their necks to prevent their escape.”

Howard found comparatively few felons in the prisons. The
frequent jail deliveries, when the unfortunate wretches were
dragged on hurdles to the place of execution, and, amid every
indignity, put to death, effectually emptied the cells of the more
flagrant criminals. It was found cheaper to hang them than to
keep them in prison; and this inhuman policy was publicly
advocated by eminent jurists. The poor debtors, who ¢ould not be
hanged for their misfortunes, were allowed to rot in dungeons.
Howard, when he met such, generally paid their debts and set
them free. Occasionally, to his greab grief, his charity was too
late. At Cardiff, a debtor to the exchequer to the amount of £7,
languished in prison for ten years, and died just before the liber-
ator came,

The fame of Howard’s inquiries spread rapidly. He was sum-

*In one large prison the allowance for bedding was a guines a year! The
victualling was farmed out to mercenary wretches, who lived by starving the
vietims they were paid to feed. Provision for clothing there was none, and
many poor wretches were naked in consequence. Light and air were apparéntly
contraband. Seldom were public fees paid to the wardens: on the contrary, the
occupants of that office frequently paid large sums for the privilege of pillage
and plunder which it afforded. The wardenship of the Fleet Prison was sold
for £5,000. .

7
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moned bef?_re a:Parliamentary Gommittee to give evidence on
-the state of prisons. His revelations overwhelmed the legislature
and the country with surprise. He was called to the bar of the
House to receive its formal thanks. As a result of his irapor-
tunity, an Act was passed for the inspection and reform of
prisons. Knowing the inertness of the official mind, Howard
resolved to see personally tha! the Act was put in force. His
Presence carried light and air, food and raiment,.sy_mpathy and
consolation to hundreds of dungeons, and life and liberty to nany
Wwho were unjustly detained.

About this time Howard became a candidate for the parlig-
mentary representation of Bedford. He lost the election, how-
ever, by a narrow majority. He was no expert in-the electioneer-
ing tactics of & hundred years ago. Nevertheless, he was exceed-
ingly chagrined, for zhe thought that the political rights of
nonconformity were ¢comprised in hig, person ; but he thug
devoutly records his submission to the decrees of Providence: « ]
would say, ‘It is the Lord; let him do what seemeth him good,
He maketh light to arise ont.of darkness’” Howard lived to see
that light, and to know that God had reéerved him for something
nobler than the representation of the petty borough of Bedford,
His privilege it was to give a voice, whose .echo should ring around
the world, to the great dumb weltering mags of human wretched-
ness languishing and dying in a thousand dungeons,

Howard had hitherto confined his philanthropic labomes to
Great , Britain, But this was too limited a range for his
sympathies. They could not be confined within the narrow seas,
but, like the waters of the ocean, encompassed the earth. A
wider horizon: of suffering was before him, which he was eager to
explore. So he overleaped the barriers of national distinction,
and claimed the world as the field of his labours. He started
upon a grand tour of the old historic lands of Europe, “ not,” to
use the language of Burke— not to survey the sumptuousness
of palaces or the stateliness of temples; not to make aceurate

_Ieasurement of the remains of ancient grandeur, nor to form g
scale of the curiosities of modern art; not to collect ‘medals nor
collate manuscripts ;—but to dive into the depths of dungeong, |
to plunge into the infection of hospitals, to survey the mansions |

’
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of sorrow and pain; to take the gauge and dimensions of misery,
depression, and contempt; to remember the forgotten, to attend
to the neglected, to visit the forsaken, and to compare and collate
the distresses of all men in all countries.”

In 17'77 Howard published his great work on the “State of
Prisons "—a gallery of horrors almost as terrific as Dante’s vision
of the realms of gloom. Inthe execution of this work he was.so
extremely conscientious, that while reading the proof-sheets he
would staxrt off on a journey of hundreds of miles, to verify some
doubtful fact, or to obtain some fresh information. This magnum
«opus, on. which he bestowed such expenditure of toil and money,
was at length literally given to the public. For besides present-

| ing copies to the press and to every prominent individual in the
. kingdom, he ordered the remainder to.be sold below the cost of
{ printing and paper.

In 1781, the indefatigable philanthropist staited on a new con-
‘tinental tour through Denmark, Norway, Russia, Poland, Sicily,
Spain, and Portugal. While-on the voyage from Civita Vecchia
to Leghorn, an incident occurred which gave a new direction and
2 fresh impulse to his labours, A storm arose, and the shattered
bark in which he sailed was successively driven upon the Tuscan:
and the African coasts. But everywhere the inhabitants, both
Christian and Moslem, refused them permission to land—their
fears of the infection of the terrible plague conquering every
instinct of humanity in their breasts. This incident made a deep
impression on the mind of Howard. Here was a new source of
human suffering to be explored, and the misery it caused if pos-
sible removed. He was now in the sixtieth year of his age.

{ His health, always infirm, was sore broken. He had already
travelled 42,000 miles over Euorope—from Lisbon to Moscow,
Jrom Stockolm to Naples—in ali manner of conveyances—in
diligence or lumbering drosky, on horseback or on*foot. He had
sacrificed a life of ease and dignity for the self-denying toil
of an apostle or a martyr. He had expended £30,000 on his
labours of love. Most men would now have ceased from
their toil, and enjoyed in old age their well-earned rest.
Not so he. While human suffering could be relieved and
human sorrow assuaged, his philanthropic iforts must know
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10 surcease. He girded .up again his loins; and tock his pilgrim-
-'staff in hand, and set forth to encounter, the perils of disease and
death in their most frightful forms, : - v

He went forth alone in his sublime crusade against the dreaded
plague, the terror and the scourge of HEurope. He knew the
danger, and would not suffer even- his faithful servant, the com-
panion of all his former travels, to share it. He explored the
lazarettos and hospitals of Marseilles, Rome, N aples, Valett\sa,
Zante, Smyrna, and Constantinople. He daringly penetrated
pest-houisés and infected caravanseries. He seemed to bear a
charmed life,. He braved the fever-demon in his lair, and came
forth unscathed. To this result his abstemious diet doubtless con-
tributed. Some dried biscuit and g cup.of. milk or of cold water
was his usual fare, '

As the crowning act of his enthusiastic self-sacrifice, Howard
resolved to sail in an infected vessel, that he-might, undergo the
strictest quarantine and leave a record .of kLis experience in. case
he should not survive, for the benefit of the medical profession
in Englaud. The plague was in the vessel. Tt was also atbacked
by Barbary pirates. -Our hero fought as -valiantly as he had
encountered danger in. the. fever-hospital. He endured a living
martyrdom of forty days while quarantined in the lazaretto of
Venice, parched with feyer, rackel with pain. But thesesuf-
ferings were nothing to the pang caused by letters from England,
announcing the mental aberration of his son, the result. of a life
of vicious indulgence. ‘The fever of his body abated, but the
barbed sorrow rankled in his heart to his dying day. On hig
return to England he found his son a raving maniac. Such he
lived for ten years longer, and such he diec. B

Howard found no consolation in the proposition o erect .a
monument in his honour. He peremptorily declined this act of,
public homage. His noblest monument was. in the grateful hearts
of fifty-five poor debtors whom he liberated with the money sub-
seribed. : ' :

Though his stricken heart returned ever from all its wander-
* ings to the dear home-scenes of Cardington, he was not permitted
theré.to end his days. Bearing -his crushing load of sorrow, the
lone ol¢ man turned resolutely once . more to his great life-wor k

-
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He designed visiting Russia, Poland, Hungary, Turkey, Egypt,
and the Barbary States. But his work was well-nigh-done. He
seemed to have & presentiment of his death. To a friend he
wrote : “ You will probubly never see me again; but, be that asit
may, it is not a matter of serious concern to me whether L lay
down my life in Turkey, in Egypt, in Asia Minor, or elsewhere.
The way to heaven from Grand Cairo is as near as from London.”
Like the word of that dauntless Christian mariner, Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, is this, as in the storm and darkness he was heard to
cry, “ Fear not, shipmen, heaven is as near by water as by land!”
Or like the older word of the monk Jerome : « It de Hicrosolymis
et de Britannia equaliter patet avla celestis.”

¢ Not from Jerusalom alone
The path to heaven ascends ;
As near, as sure, as straight the way
That leads to the celestial day,
From furthest climes extends,
Frigid or torrid zone.”

From St. Petersburg Howard went to Moscow, where, as if in
anticipation of his near departure, he renewed his solemn cove-
nant with God. He was greatly interested in the condition of
the Russian conseripts, the mortality among whom was appalling.
Their sufferings excited his deepest commiseration. To visit
their cautonments, and, if possible, to better their condition, he
sailed down the Dmeiper to Cherson, a Tartar town near its
mouth. Herehe was called to visit a young lady ill of an infec-
tious fever. He went,—riding four-and-twenty miles by night
through a pitiless winter rain-storm. He caught the infection.
He soon felt that his race was run. But death had no terrors to
his soul. “It is an event,” he said, “to which I always look
with cheerfulness; and, be assured, the subject is more gratefu
to me than any other. . . Suffer no pomp,” he continued, “ to be
used at my funeral, nor let any monument be ever made to. mark
where I am laid; but lay me quietly in the earth, place a sun-
dial over my grave, and ‘et me be forgotten.” Vain request!
His name was too indelibly engraven on the heart of the world
to be ever erased ! In: this assured faith, and like the setting sun
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. calmly -§inking to rést, -on the 20th of January, 1790, ‘John
Howard died. ' .

The tidings-of his death caused a thrill of sympathy -and isor-
row throughout all Europe. But the deepest. sympathy and the
bitterest sorrow were doubtless in the hearts of the innumerablé
prisoners whose miseries-he had soothed, and whose lives'he had
blessed. "On the base of the statue, erected to his memory in
that noble mausoleum of England’s glorious dead—St. Paul’s
Cathedral—is recorded g grateful country’s -estimation of:ihis
worth :—- ‘

“IN EVERY PART OF THE CIVILIZED WORLD WHICH .
HE TRAVERSED T0 REDUCE THE SUM OF HUMAN MISERY,
FROM THE THRONE TO THE DUNGEON, HIS NAME WAS MENTIONED
WITH RESPECT, GRATITUDE, AN

.....

. . . * I .. .
HE TROD' AN OPEN BUT UNFREQUENTED PATH
T0 IMMORTALITY IN THE ARDENT BUT UNINTERMITTED
EXERCISE OF CHRISTIAN CHARITY : w -
MAY THIS TRIBUTE TO HIS FAME EXCITE AN '

EMULATION OF HIS TRULY GLORIOUS
- ACHIEVEMENTS.”

As we drop a tear overhis foreign grave, whete, after life’s long
toil, he sleepeth well, let us gather up the léssons of that life and
write them on our hearts forever. May ‘theéy lead all who read
his story to acts of benéficence and self-sacrifice for-others, and to
an irhitation, in spirit at least, of ‘that life by which ke glorified
humanity ! - ’ v

Howard’s highest praiseis that he twas & sincere and humb]é
Christian. No less potent prificiple than the consftl‘a’iﬁing Tove of
Christ could have led him 1o forsake ease and fortune, to- toil o
alone and in-obseurity, to-encounter préejudice, imisconception; and
opposition, and to-espouse dangerand death, -No self-seeker was
he. -~ Self-abnegation .and self-forgetfulness. were the ‘charactér:
istics.of his life, .. : ‘ ~' T

Although o man of grave -and earnest .disposition, there was
nothing austere ic-his piety.. The brave.are:always: tender; - Hi§
thoughtful love for little children was evinced by the invariable

-
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‘hamper of foreign toys that accompanied his return from his
many wanderings to England. He had a shrewd, practical
method, too, in his inspection of prisons. His eagerness was
incomprehensible to the jailer mind, as he accurately measured
the length, breadth, and height of the cells, examined the quality
of the rations, and drew forth a pair of scales from his pocket to
!ascertain if the quantity tallied with the regulation allowance.
" Howard was no sycophant of the great. The sturdy Puritan
bated not a jot of his dignity before monarchs. His outspoken
‘honesty .and vehement indignation at wrong bent not. to the com-
placent etiquette prescribed for courtly circles. Yet his society
was sought, and not always successfully, by the chief potentates
of Europe. He declined to dine with the Grand Duke Leopold
because it would detain him three hours on his journey; but, on
another occasion, he accepted the hospitality of the Empress
Maria Theresa. To avoid public notice he entered St. Petersburg
disguised and on foot, but he was discovered and invited by the
Empress Catharine to visit the court. He refused, on the ground
that his mission was to the dungeons of the prisoner and the
abodes of wretchedness, not to the houses of the great, nor to
the palace of the Czarina.
At the urgent request of Pius VI he visited the Vatican. As
‘he was about leaving, the venerable Pontiff laid his hands upon
his head, saying, “ You English care nothing for these things, but
the blessing of .an old man can do you no harm.” And thus the
{Puritan heretic received the Papal benediction. While residing
{ Vienna, in small lodgings in a by-street, he received a summons
rom the palace to visit the Emperor Francis Joseph II. ¢ Can
L do any good by going ?” he asked. Being fold that he could,
he went. Seldom do monarchs hear such pungent truths and
such stzrn counsels, ag while the friend of the captive and the
oppressed pleaded their cause in the presence of their sovereign.
E The magnetic influence of his strong will was sirikingly
ievinced in his.quelling a mutiny in the Savoy prison. The rioters,
‘two hundred strong, had broken loose, killed their keepers, and
defied the authorities. Howard, nnarmed and alone, entered the
prison, heard their grievances, calmed their fury, and led them
back to their cells,
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And Howard’s influence ceased not with his life. Of him, as
of every noble worker in God’s world, is it true that, being dead,
he yet speaketh. The taunt conveyed in the heartless sneer of
Carlyle, that he abated the jail-fever, but caused the far worse
benevolent-platform fever, now raging, is his highest glory. It
was his to show the most illustrious example, since the time of
the apostles, of that ¢ passionate charity which dives into the
darkest recesses of misery and vice,” to dispel their gloom, and
carry joy and gladness in its train. :

A few practical reflections press upon us ere we close. First:
How great are the obligations of the world to Christianity ! In
classic times, as now in heathen lands, philanthropy was an un-
known word, and charity at best a mere capricious fancy.
Misanthropy was the universal creed. Not the gospel of forgive-
ness, but the law of revenge, was everywhere preached and faith-
fully practised. The life of Howafrl was but the outward expres-
‘gion, the visible incarnation of the spirit of Christianity. It was
his sfrong sense of responsibility to God, aud trust in His provi-
dence, that nerved his soul for his unceasing toils, and cheered him
in all his wanderings.

Again: What good can be accomplished by a single earnest
worker! Every prisoner in Europe, from his own day to the pre-
sent, has felt the benefit of Howard’s self-denying labours. He
has smitten galling fetters from their limbs, and banished torture
from the penal code. He has admitted light and air to their
gloomy cells, and brought the more glorious light and joy of the
gospel to their darkerand more gloomy hearts. He has raised the
culprit fiom a condition of -abject misery, and rescued him from
the treatment of a beast. He has abridged the sum of human
suffering, mitigated the rigour of the criminal code, and, as
experience has shown,.lessened the amount of crime.

"We may learn, too, that much personal toil and self-denial is
the necessary and inevitable condition of a life of beneficence.
It is for evermore a truth of widest meaning, “He that would
save others, himself he cannot save.” He that would walk in. the
footsteps of the Divine philanthropist, who gave Himself a ransom
for many, must.deny hiraself, take up his cross, and follow in the
same thorny path of pain and trial. But it is also true that he



John Howard. ' 29

[}

who would save his life by ease, or sloth, or indifference to the
sufferings of his: fellow-men, shall lose it—ignobly, basely, shame-
fully lose it. .And whosoever will lose his life, will sacrifice ease,
‘and comfort, and enjoyment, for the welfare of his fellow-men,
shall gloriously and for ever save it.

Active beneficence, moreover, is a consolation in affliction, and
an antidote to morbid grief. Howard underwent 4 dreadful bap-
tism of suffering before he was prepared for bis life-work. His
qwn body must first languish in prison, hie own heart must fixst
be wrung with -anguish before he could sufficiently sympathize
with the sufferings of others. His blameless life and Christian
character did not save him from sorest trial and heart-breaking
bereavement. But in the effort to relieve and benelit others, his
own, grief was lightened, his own soul was blessed.

Howard exemplified in his life the spirit of Him who came to
seek and to-save that which was lost, not to be ministered unto
but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many. He ful-
filled that Seripture, “He that is greatest among you shall be
your servant.” His reward is on high. As a dream when one
swaketh will be the memory of all his toil and tiavail, as from
the Lord he loved he receives the crown, and hears the blessed
commendation, “I was an hungered, and thou gavest me meat :
I was thirsty, and thou gavest me drink: I was sick, and in
.prison, and thou visitedst me.”

THE SOUL'S SECRET.
ART thou not each man’s .God—his own
'With secret words between,

As.thou and he did live alone,
Insphered in silence keen? .

Some awful joy I need alway
To make me strong and free,
Yea, such o friend, oh! all the day,
As thou; alone canst be. -
_ ~—GEORGE MAGDONALD. - -
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IT I8 I;~BE NOT AFRAID.
BY EDWARD J. WHITE.

SOFTLY o’er the troubled waters,
In the fourth watch of the night,
Came that voice, so sweet and gentle,
Putting all' their fears to flight.

Tempest-tossed, and faint and weary,
‘With their hearts all full of fear,

That dear voice—so well remembered—
Came to soothe them and to cheer.

Nearer still, and nearer coming;

That loved voice tzhey heard ; which said,
As the wild wavés roared around them,

“ It is I ;~be not afraid!” '

Midst the winds which howled about them,
Midst the waves which: ran so high,

In the darkness, o’er the waters,
Came that voice, “ Behold, ’tis I !”

Oh! when tempest—toss’d, and driven
Over life’s tempestuous main,

Let the echo of those words, Ioxd,
To our hearts bring peace again.

‘When around us clouds are gathering,
And the storm is howling by,

Midst the roar of wind and wave, Lord,
Hear our heart’s despairing cry.

And when all our days ate nambered; *
Aund the-end is-draiing hear;-
. Let us-hear Thy voice, Lord, saying,
“ It is I ;—be-of good chees ”
TokokT0, Onlario: ‘



(3L )

' “¥OR BETTER, FOR WORSE” °

~

Yzs, T always liked David. We had been companions at
school, had loved, quarrelled, and loved again, as boys will do to
the end of time. He was more clever than I, but this gave me
no pain. I feli honoured by his frieudship; my soul clave unto
him ; no wonder I arn deeply grieved. '

‘When David had gone through the Grammar School with great
honour, his father made him partner in the old firm of Samuel
Morton and Son. It was generally expected he would become
rich, and even enter Parliament. He had a fine natural gift in
speaking. Old Samuel Morton believed in the good ways of
reality and honesty in all business transactions. “Push as much
as thou likes, ma lad,” he would say, “but mind thou always
gives value: never mind them as makes money too fast.” Ino
1eligion also hie was such a grim old Puritan as would be a god-
gend to many a degenerate nineteenth-century Church, with: their
nebulous theology, and patting the devil’s children on the back.
A brave. old man was Samuel Morton, not a man to abandon
either friend or creed because unpopular. He wished his eldest
son to be a man of the same stamp. Amd we all looked for great
things from David.

He had come to the time when strong passions arise and
endanger calmness of judgment: It was right he should have &
home of his own.

“1 dinnobt expect the to keep wi’ me a' tha days, lad,” his
father would say; “but tak time, and dinnot run. thaself into a mess;
and mind tha whoever thon gets let her be some one as fears
God, ma lad. Thou knows what £’ owd book says about ¢bein}
unequally yoked together wi’ unbelievers’ : it’s’true : and when
thou comes to md age, and sees. ag much, thou’lt ﬁnd I'm about
right when & says, ‘ Tak care’”

Da.v1d would at such: times look up into his. fathers face and.
laugh.

“ What do you miean, father? Do you think I am going to
Tun away and leave the old home? No fear; I mean to become
a staid old bachelor.”
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And there seemed to be a likelihood of his being so. No one
could be more happy than he, nor more active in all good. He
taught the class next to mine in the Sunday-school, and I could
liear how thorough had' been his preparation. His prayers also
were deeply spiritual ; and, when we joihed the Church together,
I could see that even old ‘men took fresh courage, blessing God
for David. S - D

Matters went on well for a year. David never thought any
fair sister ‘was looking & little earnestly at him. Heé was too \
good to have one meai thought of woman, and moved among
them with the freedom of g little child. ‘ S

About this time, however, We had a great accession it o new
family, which brought- o -Hattering testimonial from.-another
Church. The parents were meémbers, buf not the children. They:
were decidedly in the néw- school ; had iealth ; dearly loved -a
little religion, and a gregfbadeal of worldly pleasure. ILaura, the
eldest daughter, was'a fine dashing girl)! fair ‘to-look upon; -of
unblemished moral character, and: average intelligence. She went
to-Chapeél much the sameé'as to concerts, the ball-foorn, and £he
theatre. ‘Whenever godliness was introduced, she. bowed coldly,
turned her back, and departed to laugh. David was a great: deal
in Laura’s ¢ompany, and’I trembled. The 'son of God ' was
seeing the daughter of man that she was very fair, A .changs
Wwas coming' over "him.~' His' prayers were lifeless, “his class,
neglected, his soul barren.’ "I ‘warned him; but he. Jaughed;and
said I was too suspicious. From that moment our old freedoni
of interdourse was gone, and I knéw that Laura would ‘becoine
David’s wife, “ foi better,foriworse? -~ *..v¢ . .t . e

It fell like a.thundérbolt coh the old’ man, when' David asked
his consent. He did: not storm or-rage. He +Was. too. sad’ fop
that. He only said,— - L AL R

““Does tha:know that Taura fears‘God; ma lad:2” . . '

“I liope so, father. She ha§’ pious’ parents, and . good.
character; I néver héerd dny one-say she did not,” B

“ Then why doesn’t she join the Church ?2” .
- David coloured a’litile, and kriew’ kot what to answer' He
was-toor génuine-to! give:a false ‘exciisé, dnd said— |

god



. “ For. Better, for Worge” ' 33

“ Well, father, I cannot say ; but I have no doubt, once we are
murried, I shall be able to bring her round.”

“ Thats’s t' owd story, ma lad, and when thou’st tned 1t ‘thow’ll
find it's essier to pull thee down than to pull her up Bu
thou’st gone too far to draw back. I shanna be in the way.”

David thanked his father, and went with a cheerful look to tell
Laura. He was a happy man, only there was a still small voice
coming up amidst the wild clamour of passion and telling him
all was not right. But Laura kept David’s conscience ; she was
goddess on the throne of his heart.

The time came when he was to be married; and old Samuel,
whatever he might think of the future, acted the gentleman in
the present. There was no stint to his kindness; but what was

.his amazement when David told him ILaura objected to being
married at Chapel, and must have it done in Church!

“If so, then, ma lad, thou maun get somebody else to go wi”
tha. Chapel was good enough for tha mother and me. If it’s
not so for Laura, then I doan’t go to Church.”

Various means were tried to. make him yield; bnt he was firm
as a rock. He could not, he would not, count:nance such a
departure from the grand old simplicity of his Nonconforming
ancestors. Thus it came about, that when David was married at
Church—married with all the pomp and paid splendour of a
Church by law established—old Samuel Morton was not present.
This grieved me to the soul.,

‘When: the happy young pair had gone off to Paris amidst the
smiles and congratulations of Laura’s friends, I heard that a
house had been taken for them in the most fashionable. quarter
of the city, at a rent twice.that paid by old Samuel with his
large family. It was sorely against his will. “ Begin small, and
grow as you deserve,” had always been his maxim ; but here was
his eldest son going in the teeth of his father’s advme

When they came back, there was a splendld paxty, to which
David’s parents went. Laura was dressed in the height of the
fashion. When: I saw her so lovely and amiable, my heart smote
me for haying one hard thought. I hinted as much to the old
man, but he grimly answered,—

“Time tries &’ things.”

3
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When Laura came to me, she was a little cool; whether
because I was too plainly dressed, or not as gay as she would
like, I cannot tell. When she turned to some one else, I took
David aside.

“ Are you happy ?”

" «“Happy! Quite! What makes you ask? We have had
such a delightful trip ; saw the Emperor and the Empress in the
Champs Elysees. .Laura was quite captivated with the whole
place.”

“We have had a gocd work going on in the Chapel these three
weeks. I am longing to see you among us again,” I said.

“QOh,ah! Tam glad to hear it, but really I am afraid I must
stay at home with Laura. She objects to my being mouch out. I
shall come to Chapel all the same, you know—when I can—-but
you must excuse my doing,jyuch. I am a married man now.”

He said this with .a feeling of relief, and yeb I could hear a
deep undertone of sadness. He was speaking like Laura. but net
like my David.

‘We missed him very much,—I more than perhaps any one
else. Others whom we had not thorght of arose and took his
place. God’s work went on. But he came not. Even when he
did come to Chapel he was late, and Laura with kim but seldom.
" I went several times to his house, and tried to interest him in
the work of God; he would listen, offer me a subscription and a
oigar, and say he hoped all would be well at the Chapel, but
really he had so much to do he could not come and see us. The
only time in which I could get even a few words said to him was
when Laura got interested in a sensation novel Ere long my-
visits to David’s house became few and far between.

Shortly after his marriage, I heard things were not going on
smoothly in the firm of Samuel Morton and Son. David found
out that a fine house, much company, concerts, and operas,
demanded more mouey than his father’s business would allow.

*He hinted to Laura something about taking a less expensive
house, and she made such a scene that he never had courage to
try again. The next thing was to get fast returns out of the
business. He saw other'men making fortunes in a few years—
why should he not? Why, indeed, unless his father should
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oppose? Old Samuel did oppose, and that with such stern words
as made David feel how deep his grief was over the new ways of
his eldest son. The result grieved me exceedingly. :

David left his father, a,nd started busmesslon his own account.
The old man said, as he often did, “Time tries o things.”
Matters went on well in the new concern. David got the name
of being sharp in business, and was generally looked upon as s
“good ¥ man,—good, that is, for pounds, shillings, and pence; as-
to anything else, the Exchange cares but little. David ran fast;
his old: father plodded on as usual; and time did try all things.

Among the things which it tried was David’s business, which
proved to be wanting, and resulted in a failure. THs was not
considered disgraceful among men who had themselves failed
several times, and grown rich thereupon 0ld.Samuel shook his
head. Nor was there failure only in. his business. Laura
showed symptoms of ill-health. How could it be otherwise ?
She would persist in going to places of amusement, not caring
how she came into the cold. Her dress also might be fashion-
able, but it was far from comfortable. The result was a succes-
sion of colds ending in consumption. She laid herself down on
2 bed of pain never to rise. I heard of it, and resolved to see
David. He had not been to Chapel since his failure. When I
entered, he was sitting alone, sad—very sad. There was no
soncealment.

“[ am glad to see you.” he said. “Not many old friends come
near me now. Perhaps it’s my own. fault.” _

“How is Laura—Mrs. Morton, I should say 2”

“Mo- better. The doctors have given her up. She would
persist in wearing those ridiculous dresses, and waiting till the
very last at all the parties. She was a foolish woman. And
there’s a bill come in from her dressmaker that a.ctually frightens
me. I haven’t a penny to pay it. The only thing I see betore
me is to break up house and leave the country. What can I do 2”

And this was David—my David, of whom I expected such
greas things. What had he come to? His business going back ;
his house a wreek ; his wife coughing out her life upstairs; and
all the friends of his youth fallmrr from around him. Need I
say that he bitterly repented not ta.kmv the old man’s advice ?
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To poor Laura he was kind and gentle ; never reproached het ;
why indeed should he? Bu it was hard to keep up under sucit
calamities. Once he completely broke down, and, as he stood
among the ruins he himself had made, wept like a child. I tried
to comfort him, but in bitterness of soul he turned on me and
said,—

“It's mo use. I went against the voice of my own conscienice,
and must suffer. I'only am to blame.”

They moved ere long to a smaller house. Poor Laura had to
be carried in his arms,~—and he was so tender! FEven amidst all
his sorrows he showed her the deepest love. This could not
continue much longer, for if it did, not*only would Laura die, bub
David himself become a vietim. Even new it was painful to see
him walking in misery through his house—it was no home.

I had been one day toi:gee him, and found matters growing
worse and worse. Laura could not live many days. Her parents
had left the town shortly after the marriage, leaving behind them
no end of debts, as well as a legacy of trouble to our minister;
and poor David saw himself drifting into the gulf of bankruptcey,
ending, perhaps, in prison.

I could stand it no longer, and called on his father, who Lad
1ot seen much of him since they had split partnership. When T
told him how David was: placed, he said,—

“Poor lad' I am. sorry. He made his bed, and finds it a
rough un.”

“But you will go to see him 2”

“Yes, sure. This bean’t the time to leave un in trouble.”

Whereupon genuine Samuel Morton left his flourishing old-
school business, and went over to see his poor son, who had tiied
the new-school and found it a failure. There was not a word of
reproach on either side. Whatever old Samuel thought of his
san’s conduct, a look at his present condition, and at Laura’s
death-stricken face, was enough to change him. Truly time had
tried all. It was now trying poor Laura, and finding her wanting,
No one dared tell her that death was near. ‘She was not ready
The conce1§ ball-room, and opera are not places to prepare for-
desth. Dut it was coming, ay, coming like the deaf adder,
refusing to be charmed, let the charmer charm ever so wisely..
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“When at length she felt its sting, Laura turned.her face to.the
-wall in agony, and cere long her, affnnhted spirit was I,Jefore its
Maker, to whose, nghteous care we leave one who, sowing, the
wind, had resped the whulwmd

And poor David came back to the old house, the old busmess,
and the old Chapel, a sadder and a wiser man. He does not now
speak of how easy it is for a converted husband to convert his
Wlfe but shakes his head; and only the other day he said to °

e; “If there be one thing whlch more than another all Christian
mlmsters ghould preach about, it is that Church members
slould never take an ungodly wife or husband, ‘FOR BETTER,
FOL WORSE.”

~

PHILOSOPHICAL SPECULATION vs. SCRIPTURE
INSPIRATION.

BY THE REV. JAMES GRAHAM.

FaBuLovus story informs us that upon occasion two men were
walking in the fields, when a huge dark cloud was observed
rapidly approaching. “Ah,” cried Jobn, “there comes the hail;
our crops will be ruined ; a famine in three months, then a pesti-
lence.” “Hail!” exclaimed Samuel, .« that cloud carries ra.in,' the
very thing we want; we shall make a fortune.” The dispute
waxed hot; but meantime the wind had swept the cloud almost
oub of sight, and ti ey had neither hail nor rain. Some move-
ments in the religious skies have been of this nature. They
have not inflicted the injury some feared, nor conferred the bless-
ings that others hoped; but passed away without much result—
elther disastrous or benign. Fearing that our. readers might -
conclude at once that our present subject was of this character, .
and so decline to accompany a “Dry-as-dust” any further, we
beg leave to assure them ab the outet that such is not the case.
Philosophical speculation has left its mark not only on the
-contents of Scripture; but on the source of its origin.
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Sometimes this influence proceeds, like the meat and sweetness
in Samson’s riddle, from very unlikely sources. Frowm the cold,
stern dogmatism of Mohammedanism, who could expect such &
result ? But it has come. Stronger than the dying commend of
the Prophet is the speculative faculty of the mind. The
mysticism of the East and the rationalism of the West have
invaded the domain of Islam and dared to strike boldly at the
crest of Tmmanuel. During part of the Middle Ages Arabian
philosophy attained at least a respectable position in Europe,
and certainly exercised considerable influence on its culture.
Neither the religion of Mohammedan, Jew, or Christian en-
tirely escaped it. But it was chiefly through the Arabs in
Spain that it influenced opinion concerning the Christian Revela-
tion. In Spain, the high school of Cordowa rivalled the literary
fame of Bagdad, and, genera,lly, it has been said that “ during the
tenth century the Arabs appeared everywhere as the preservers
and distributers of knowledge.” Avicenna, Alghazali, and
Averrhoes, represent the mysticism of the East and the realism of
the West. Abubeki-ibn-Tofail forestalled Darwin. He taught
in a philusophical novel that men were developed from animals.
‘We do not know whether he commenced as low down as “marine
grubs.” Probably he was not so deep.

Some have contended that Arabian philosophy was totally of
Western origin, chiefly Aristotilian, Later researches show that
it was a mixture, like Alexandrian philosophy before it. Even
Averrhoes mingles a Neo-Platonic element in Aristotilianism.
Alghazali is a fan' representative of the Persian Soufi, but even
then he endeavoured to find a phxlowphlcal basis for religion,
The result was “a system different in details, but smular in
spirit and purpose to that known as Scholasticism, which blended
the doctrine of Christianity with those of Grecian speculation.”*

In the midst of this Arabian eclecticism up turns the ever
n,currmg “Wandering Jew.” To the Caliphs and Arabian
pmnces it must be sald that the ’

¢ Tribes of the wandering foot
And weary breast”

* Biographical *ﬁistox‘y of i’hil'osophy, p. 870.—G. H, Lewes.
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were more liberally dealt with politically, than by the then so-called
Christendom. In Moorish Spain they increased repidly, Some
of them were counsellors, secretaries, astrolugers, or physicians tg
the Moorish rulers. Among them arose poets, orators, and
philosophers of no small repute in the republic of letters. Omn
Mohammedanism, Judaism, and Christianity, two of these phil-
osophers have exercised a wide influence. It is only their
influence on the latter that we have to do with in this article.
The men are Averrhoes and Maimonides.

As to the influence of Averrhoes on Christian thought there is
sufficient evidence. Speaking of the causes which suggested the
second attack of “Free Thought” on the Christian. Revelation,
A, S. Farrar says:—“The revived study of the Greek phil-
“osophers, and of their Arabic commentators introduced from the
Moorish universities of Spain, with the consequent rise of the
scholastic philosophy in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries,
furnished materjal for a renewal of the struggle. The history of
it becomes complicu‘ed by the circumstance that free thought, in
the process of disintegrating the body of authoritative teaching,
now began to assume, on several occasions, a new shape—a kind
of incipient Protestantism. . . . . . It is perhaps in some degree
to the influence of the doctrine of absorption in the Mohamme-
dan philosophy of Averrlices, that we may attribyte the disbelief in
immortality to which we find a tendency toward the close of the
thirteentu, and during he fourteenth century. K Though it is
probable that the indirect influence of the Arabic philosophy was
felt earlier, yet it was not until the thirteenth century that the
works of Averrhoes definitely influenced scholasticism through the
teaching of Micheel Scot and Alexander Hales"* Hagenbach
speaking on the increase of scliolasticism toward the end of the
thirteenth century says: “By more extensive intercourse with
the East which followed the crusades, the Western theologians,
from the thirteenth century onwards, became acquainted with a
more complete edition of the works of Aristotle, which had been
translated and commented on by the Arabs, and exerted from
that time a still more decided influence upon their system.”f

* Critical History of Free Thought, pp. 8 and 89.-—A. 8. Farrar.
*+ History of Doctrines, Vol. L, p. 395.-—E. R. Hagenbach.
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Three classes of thinkers“have ‘beei influéticed by ‘thig sécond:

hand p‘liﬁdsBﬁhjr ‘of ' Averrhives’; “the Spaj;ﬁéh« Jews,” the-schol-"
Tastic philosopher,-and ‘the ‘Phiilésophers of the: University ‘of X
Padua. 1t is only thiough his influence on one ‘Spanish Je'w that
the question of Scripture Thspiration is affected, And now, after
having made the acquaintatice of the Geltile; flease aceept hn
introduction to-the Jeiw, =~ Lo ey
| Maimonides, or rather’ Moses Ben Maimon, Who was ‘Bornin
Cordova, March 30th, 1135, anid died Dec: 18th, 1204, wis the
master spirit of his tace during ‘his own and- succeeding ages. - A
Spanish Jew éducated’ by ‘the inost distinguished ‘Aribian
professors in philosophy;‘and in Teligion by ‘the unbeiiding “Jewr
possessing an acute, if not profound intellect, wnited ‘with an
energy that never flagoed; at home alike'in the element of - Jewish
“or Gentile learning and philosophy, it.can exeite no wondet thit
his contemporaiies called h% “The Light of the Two  Worlds”
Only with his philosophy in, relation to :.Reveia,’don‘ have weto do.
His philosopliy is subStariﬁjally ‘that of Averrhoss. He was a J
voluminous’ writer, but it was one work ‘entitled in‘ Arabic-
Delelath-Al-Hairin; in Heébrew, Moveh-Neboclivm ; in “English,
Guide of the Erring ; which raised him o the ‘Stiimmit of “fane’s.
proud temple among "p}iii‘()'_soph'ers? excited storm§ of persecition
against the Jews among so-called Cliristians; and: exeréisedt-an
influence deemed pernicious by a very large majority of Chyis-
tians down to the présent day. Ounly a few points -cax he
Presented to indicate the cause of this hatred aud attachment,
Providence, ‘Maimonides -holds, reigns in -a certain “broad?”
manner over the destinies of ‘nations; but he utterly denies its
working in the single event that may befall the individual, who, -
subject to all the great physical laws, must.learn. to understand ,
and obey them. The soul only is immortal, and' the. Teward.of
virtue consists in its “strictly unbodily ”bliss in sthe. world:-to -
come, 'Miracles cannot*be wiought in opposition: to the-physical
and everlasting laws of ‘nature. The “broad” Pprinciple: is carried
out to its last consequezfces,' that “the Bible must be explained
metaphorically by established fundamental truths in- accordance
with rational, conclusions.” : =
The Jews, before ‘the: time of Christ, had divided .the. Old
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"Testament into three sections—the Law, the Prophets, and th
Psalms.. Toiaccount for this division they invented the theory 0
different degrees.of inspiration. In*Moreh Nebochim” Mamwmde<
proceeds to lay down eleven degrees of inspiration, which he
ultimately reduced to eight. But the most important point was
the nature of inspiration. The “learned John. Smith, of Cam-
bridge” explains the language of Maimonides to be this: “The
true essence of Prophecy.is nothing but an influence from the
Deity upon the rational first, and afterwards on the imaginative
faculty by the mediation of the active intellect.” These specula-
tions as to the degrees of inmspiration, and its merely-subjective
character, like the souls of Brahminism, transmigrated; let us
see if we can again catch a sight-of them. Like young fledglings
‘they seem to hover about the nest for a while in company with
their fellows, but afterwards strike out in a bolder flight. We
next find them embodied in the ubiquitous Jew, . ot faring very
sumptuously after so long a flight, and raising the old stir among
fowl of another feather.

Benedict, or Baruch Spinoza, 2 J ew, bom at Amsterdam, on the
24th of November, 1632, wes educated in a knowledge of the
‘Talmudical authorities, mediaeval Jewish philosophers, and the
philosophy of Descartes, but subsequently rejected the Syna-
gogue, and adopted a complete form of Pantheism. His God
neither thinks, creates, nor rules. There is no. difference between
mind ds represented by God, and matter as represented by nature.
Such was the God, and the man is his legitimate offspring. . He
has no free-tvill, is only a mode of his father’s existence—good
and evil ave only relative nofions. The attempt of Lewes, in his
Biographical History of Philosophy, to make out Spinoza a Mono-
theist, can deceive no_ one with respect to Spinozism, while it
suggests something about himself. Spinoza is a Pantheist, as
distinguished from a Monotheist by universal usage ¢f the words,
and to change the nomenclature is to muddle the mind, without
affecting the nature of the things. Give us Jupiter, with his
thunder, or Neptune, with his trident, in preference to Spinoza’s
All Powerful Dead Head. Spinoza was a vigorous and weighty
writer. Only one of his works is directly connected with our
subject. The Zractutus Theologico-Politicus, shows him as the
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‘B’iblicél ctitic. -The earlie’ part of the. book is political;:and«i§
ab'onié with ‘Robbes, if nob borrowed from him; while the:second
part f‘éduc’e‘s miraqleSg and. inspiration to. its: level of Pantheistic
natiralism. As He Borrowed from Hobbes: in-thepolitical:depart:
ment, so he did from- Maimonides in. the theological: The:work

has been the armoury from which German, and English Rational-

ism have largely ‘stolen their rebel weapons against Christian
Revelation. Ahd yet, even Spinoza was-only the -retailer: of ithe,
speculation of Maimonides. - Dr. Tee remarks; “I.have. said: that
the writings of Spinoza. point out. the. source:to whick the several
varieties of modern- errors respecting Inspiration may be traced:
Spinoza, in a word, by bringing the opinionsof his riation: under
the notice -of subsequent -writers, has introduced -into. Christian
theology the speculation of the medieval J. ews, and more. particus
larly the philosophy of “Maimonides; the master- spirit-of his-race
during-the ‘Christian era.”* We are not toisuppose that no specu;
lations on the subject of Inspiration had ‘made-their-appearance
previous to the time of Spinoza. Father Adam; a. Jesuity.in
1550, and the Jesuits Leonard Less, and: John: Hamel, in.. 1586,
in their lectures before the U niversity of Louvain, raised a.storm
in the midst of Romanism on the subject. - Calmet mentions @
Franciscan monk, Claude Frassin, who, in 1662, maintained three
degiees of Inspiration—antecedent, concomitant, and consequent.
But, notwithstanding this, most of the. common. law - theories
derive from Maimonides through the filter -of the Amsterdam
Jew. We do not think they have been purified by the filter.
Some of the modern theorizers, however, have drawn from the
fountain-head itself. We now passfrom the Jews to the Gentiles.

Le Clerc published his celebrated « Letters” on Inspiration,.in
Holland, in 1685. They produced & far greater sensation than
the celebrated “ Confession of an Enquiring Spirit” in our day.

“They excited an immense sensation, especially in England,) is: .

the remark of a cvol critic.. Replies shortly appeared from:all
points of the religious compass. Three, replies .appeared. in
En‘g]and, and one in Holland, betfore .1694. Among ‘these: were-
two by: Jesuits. Rev. E. Calamny, D.D. published & reply in- 1710,
in the preface of whiéh: he.remarks, . There is-more;-of artifice

* The Tuspiration.of Seripture. P. 401. Dr: Lee.
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and subtility in those Zetfers than in.anything of that kind I eve
yet meb with” And yet, they were, after all, “a meré ‘reflection
of Spinoza.” A few pieces of this re-hash may indicate, not the
substance, but the flavour of the dish. A1l Divine assistance i1
the composition of the Bible is denied ; the ordinary powers o
memory were sufficient to enable the authors of Scripture
record any' comrmunications from God, which the writers might
have received, or the facts of history. The case of St. Peter's
vision, recorded in the Acts, and the controversy respecting cir-
cameision, proved that Christ’s promises that they should be
guided into “ a1l truth” were not fulfilled. 7
In succeeding days Schleiermacher, and his followers on the
Continent and in England, have nearly reproduced Maimonides
and Spinoza. These waters flowed not from the throne above,
but bubbled up from below from Arabian Philosophy. They
have left some traces even on Protestant orthodoxy, on this sub-
ject, even to the present day. From these have sprouted forth
the théory of different degrees of Imspiration. The remark of
Havernik in reference to this seems correct: “This asserted
diversity of Inspiration appears, even in its definitions, to be so
vague and so inexact, that one can hardly form auy regular con-
ception of it” Dr. Dodridge omits the degree called “the
Inspiration of Direction,” and cites Maimonides for his authority
in reducing the degrees to three. Dr. Henderson has five degrees-
—¢ Excltemcnt Invmoratlon Elevation, Superintendence, G‘aud-
ance, Revelation.” Dr. Daniel Wilson, late Bishop of Calcutta,
has four deo'l ees— Suggestion, Direction, Elevation, Superinten~
dency.” The Bishop adds: “Where nature ended and Inspira-
tion began, it is not for man to say.” Very humble, this. But,
yet, it “suggests” that some parts of the Bible are the product
of mere nature, destitute of any influence of the Divine Spirit.
This humility may be amiable, though we think it not very clear.
‘We have not seen the work of the “learned John Smith, of Cam-
bridge,” on this subject, which was admitted by John Wesley
into his Christian Lzbrary, and can say nothing about the theory
it advocates.
But, according to some.who presume to be judges, it has been
reserved for a “learned German” to give the.complete proportions,.
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angd- theitough of. beau'tynto,,thls theory. of +degrees. , , .fBrofessor.
J. T. Beck, of Basle, is: the. artlst., “The ,Old and the 1],\]' ews Testar.
ménts.-each exliibit thiee degrees of Theopneu bia. F,lrst, ,tlle;‘
prsteodynamical, .ot the, concentration, of,,the,{unlversal \spmt rof
Christian faith:in partlcular organs, dlstl,ncrlushed by.. the,,pqwer»
of faith, for the authentic. Ieproductlon of. d,octmner and hlstory'
dlready revealed, To this degree belong, t he Gospels, of Mark and,
Luke, 'and- the Acts With :this, ale9, the. Deacons, were endowed
St. Barnabas.and others. .Second, the: cka'rwmatwal .or the. dlS-
tribiition’ of the miraculous. ‘power in.extraordinary;, =g1fts,,extend—
ing to ecstacy. This degree distributed over the ﬁrst commuuity.
of ‘believers, unites itself to’ the first degreg of,, Theopneustla,-
according to its more spontaneous, side, while, its, more.receptive
side joins:on to the third degree of Theopneustia, the .apocals yptie,
which was'combined with, the two former, in. the ,persons, of the
Apostles—men called.-and..set apart for the work,.in order,to
transmit to all the world, by means. of written documents, the
announcement of the mystery of God.” Such are the degrees. of
Inspiration iii the New Testament. Now, we. must look, back at
the Old.  “First, where, in order.to present, with ﬁdehty the
Revelation which had .dlready become. positive . Ain, history. {and
doctrine; there was need of .certain .organs in Whlch the oeneral
covenant Spirit was energetically concentrated Second the .
Spirit-of special illumination, when, by the mouldmc enercry 0f
the Spirit, a certain virtuosity . appears developed for the fur uher
disseniination of the truth revealed in. doctrine and }usto1y—such
are most of the Psalms. Third, that Wlnch combmes .and perfects
both the former denrees 1n:the Spirit of . the progressive Revelags
tion. Thus the prophets wrote of history, and of doctrine, Whether
relating to the past, the present, or the future; and the Penta—
teuch appears:as-& combingtion of thc entire splntual act1v1ty of _
the: Old Testament.”* . L
‘We have read a cnthue on ;some . theonzers about ammal.
instingt, to- the weffect, that we could, never. know What brute‘
inistinet was until we -could be n the doos head ‘wzﬂwut bemcr
the dog: And we fear those theorists about deolces of Insplra~
tion, will: ngver appear, to-us, very clear until we. can, transmloraten

:::::

*Inspiration of ‘Scripture; ‘P..405, Dr. Lice. .



Philosophical Speculdtion vs. Seripture Fnspivation. 4

into oné of their heads without being himself. For:these theorie

we see no Seriptural authority. Lef us draw our breath at th

end of the next stage we must rest.. X

Our object heretofore has been presentzmon, we now essay ar
examination of ohe phase of this theory of Inspiration,: ot
because it is the most, but rather the least objectionable, anc
presented by the reputedly orthodox, as the only one tenable
‘We refer to the opinion that the Biblical writers themselves:-do
not claim plenary Inspiration by the Divine Spirit for theii
official acts and teaching. Bishop B-.rnet, referring to the meet-
ing of the council of the Apostles, assembled at.Jerusalem on the
dispute about circumcision, says: “The Apostles here, receiving
" qo wnspiration to direct them in the case, but observing well what
St. Paul put them in mind of, concerning God’s sending him
by a special vision to preach to the Gentiles, they upon this did
by their judgment conclude from thence, that what God had done in
the particular instance of Cornelius was now to be extended to-
all the Gentiles. So by this we see that those words ‘seemed.
good*to the Holy Ghost,” relate to the case of Cornelius; and
those words, ‘and to us,” import that they, (i.e. by their own unin~
spired judgment,) resolved to extend: that to be a general rule to-
all the Gentiles.”* :
This interpretation we deem totally mistaken. The words. of

St. James are: “For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to-
us,” ete. To separate the words “seemed good o the Huly Ghost,”
from the Words “ and fo us” and to make the latter express the
uninspired opinion of t. . Apostles, and the former the inspira-
tion of the Holy Ghost in reference to the cage of Cornelius, is-a
glaring example of a dangerous practice in Biblical exegesis. It
is a pure invention. Considered as an argument, it resembles-
one of those ill-constructed guns, which in firing.does as much:
executionr at the breech as at the muzzle. If the “ Apostles had:
no special inspiration in the case,” then every council of Chris--
tians might preface their decisions with, “It seemed good to the-
Holy Ghost and to us” Furthermore, if the Apostles had: no:
inspiration for ‘official acts, their judicial decisions are only
himan, and may be repealed. 'This would be equivalent to the

* On the Thirby-nine Articles. Art, 2I. t
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Rom%sh'theory of development. There is no, proof whatever in
the passage, that the. Apostles acted from “their judgment” in the
case, without an inspiration. Perhaps no one would think so
were there not some special purpose to serve.

‘We now pass on to what has been deemed the crucial test of
such cases, showing that part of what the Apostles taught was
merely their own judgment, and with respect to which they dis-
claim any inspiration. Dr. Chriestlieb, in his address before the
late Evangelical Alliance, at New York, says: “ In matter of
detail we should not forget that the Divine Revelation in Scrip-
ture is vouchsafed us inh a form not purely Divine, but at tue
same time human, and that even St. Paul distinguishes between
what he has received from the Lord, and that which is merely
his own opinion, as well!meant counsel coming from one who
‘has the Spirit of the Lord, and that there is .certainly an impor-
tant difference between a portion of Scripture, the author of
‘which distinctly ascribes his utterances to a direct Divine revela-
tion or command, and one which is entirely silent oun this point.”
‘The reference, we suppose, is to 1 Corinthians, seventh chapter.
But we think that neither in this, nor any other chapter, does St.
Paul admit that he speaks his own opinion “merely,” with-
out special inspiration. Dr. Christlieb assumes this. The
assumption, we think, is baseless. Look at the passage on which
it is professedly founded, “I speak this by permission and not of
commandment,” verse sixth. These words refer to the previous
teaching. The true exegete, we think, unbiased by any precon-
ceived theory, must conclude the Apostle to mean, “I speak this
by way of permission to you in your present married relation,
mot by way of positive command in all cases” But the notion
that St. Paul meant by no commandment, no Inspiration, and
by “permission,” liberty to talk as he might feel without inspira-
tion, has nothing either in the text or context to support it. It
is simply an invention. Such a notion makes the Apostle contra-
dict himself, when, at the conclusion of the chapter he tells the
Corinthians, I think also that I have the Spirit of the Loxd.”
It is well known that the phrase “I think” expresses no doubt.
Again, he tells the Corinthians that the things which he wrote
unto them were “the commandments of the Lord.”
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Let us look at the other passage on which the no«ifspiration
theory rests. “And unto the married I command, yet not I, but
the Lord,” verse tenth. Here the Apostle is supposed to say that
he had no inspiration on the subject, but referred to the com-
mand .of Christ in Matthew’s Gospel. But how such a reference
proves that Paul had no Divine inspiration on the subject, we
cannot see. When the rich man in torment requested that
Lazarus should be sent from paradise to his brethren, the reply
was, “They have Moses and the Prophets, let them hear them.”
But does this reference express, or imply, that Abraham lid
not live in the light of paradise? Certainly not. Nor does
. Paul’s reference to Christ’s teaching imply any want of the light
.of inspiration,

The next passage is: “But to the rest speak T, not the Lord.”
Now, it appears evident, that in the former case Paul refers to
the command of Christ, and in the latter case he decides on kLis
own inspired authority ; which case was not decided by the com-
mand of Christ. And his own decision in this case was placed
upon & level with that of Christ in the former case, and, there-
fore, assumes plenary inspiration.

The last rveference is to the words in the twenty-fifth verse.
“ Now, concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord;
yet, I give my judgment as one that hath obtained mercy of the
Lord to be faithful.” Now, Paul simply states here that he had
1o expressed command of Christ in the case, but proceeds to give
his own judgment, and he says, at the conclusion of this chapter,
that in these judgments he had “the Spirit of the Lord.”

‘We conclude, thereforz, that there is no sufficient evidence
in this chapter that Paul says he spoke “merely” his own judg-
ment, without inspiration. Dr. Christlieb seems to think that
this point must be conceded in order to save us from setting up
an exaggerated theory of inspiration and thereby exposing the
citadel of Christianity. The reply is: It will be conceded when
it i3 shown that the inspired writers authorize it. They only
could tell us what their inspiration was. They claim inspiration
for all Scripture. As for defence, we think that to concede part
.of the Scripture to be inspired and part uninspired,-instead of
being a wall of defence, is simply to open the gates to Cataline.
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Such a concession might be made by thdse who love and rever
ence the Bible, but.wevthilk the concession unauthorized by thy
inspired writers. : The truth, we think, has nothing to- fear
Philosophy may -object, criticism may cavil, and unbelief maj
scorn, but the believer in the Bible may wait the .issue with ¢
patience lasting as time. The past is alike suggestive of thank-
fulness, and prophetic of triumph. Above the chaos of humar
systems, and the wrecks of philosophical speculation, the light oi
inspiration shines more brightly than ever.
¢ Look forth I—that stream behold,

That stream npon whose bosom we haye passed

Floating at ease, while nations have effaced,

Nations, and death has gathered to his fold

Long lines of xmghty kings :—look forth my soul !

(Nor in this vision be thou slow to trust.)

The living waters, less and less by guilt.

Stained and polluted, brighten as they rol,

Till-they have reached the eternal city—built

For the perfected spirits of the just.”

GopERICH, Ont.

WOMAN.

Nor from: his head was Woman took,
As made her husband to o%erlook ;
Not from: his feet as one designed
The footstool of the stronger kind ;
But fashioned for himself, a- bride;
An equal, taken from his ¢ide:

Her place intended to- maintain,

The mate and glory of -the man,

To rest as still beneath his arm,

+  Protected by her lord from harm,
And never from his heart removed,
-As only less than God beloved.

—CHARLES WESLEY.
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BILLY BRAY.
BY THE REV. THOMAS CLEWORTH.

TaE glory of divine grace has often been made menifest in
the lowliest walks of life, and has proved itself as the hallowing
power that can transmute the base, restore the fallen, and give
princeliness and power to the humblest souls. Our glorious
Redeemer's heritage is in all those who are mude partakers of
that grace; and though they dwell in lowliest cot, or delve in
deepest mine, they are “the children of the Highest,” and heixs
.of immortal blessedness.

‘William Bray, commonly named “Billy Bray,” was bom in
the village of Twelveheads; near Truro, Cornwall, on the 1st of
June, 1794. His father was a pious man, but dying while his
family were young, Billy, with the rest of them, went to live
with his paternal grandfather, a devoted Methodist, with whom
he remained until he was seventeen years old. For seven
years.after that time- he lived in Devonshire, and got entangled .
with wicked company and became a drunken debauchée. ¥et in
his revelry and defiance against truth and virbue, he: speaks of
“horrors of mind that no tongue can tell;” and also says, “I
used. to dread to go to sleep for fear of waking up in hell; and
though I made many promises to the Lord to be better, I was.
soon as bad or worse than ever. After being absent from my
native coun'y seven years, I returned & drunkard.”

For five years after this his mind was éxercised by fears and
convictions. He had married in the meantime a woman who
had known something of experimental religion; but. whose love
for Christ had declined. Still her conversations:wjth. him only
tended to deepen his convictions of sin, and he often wished to.
"begin a. better life. His wife said to him on one occéasion, “ No
tongue can tell what they enjoy who serve the Lord!” The
feeling' of Billy’s: heart was indicated. in the remark he made to
her at the time: “ Why don’t you begin again, for then I may
begin too ?” Bunyan's Visions of Heaven and Hell fell-into his
hands about fhis time, and led him to decide for eternal life.

He awoke one morning at. three o’clock, and the thought cume
4
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into his mind that he might never be saved if he waited for his

wife’s restoration {0 God first, At this thought he sprang from '
his bed, and began to pray with great earnestness for mercy. He

spent the whole time until noon in agony for salvation. For

several days his whole concern was for light and peace. He

:sought the blessing at home, in the mine, by the wayside—every-
where. It was an infinite concern to get rid of the burden of

his woe. His tears were his meat day and night, and he literally
roared by reason of the disquietude of his heart. To one who

upbraided him for his loud ecries, he said; “ You would roar out

too if you felt my load, and roar I will until I get it off.”

Such an earnest seeker could not long be denied the mercy of
God. After a season of dierce temptations and buffetings with
the adversary of souls, he went one night—ocn returning from
labour—into his chamber, and kneeling down, he expressed him-
self thus: “Tord, thou hast said, ‘ They that ask shall receive;
they that seek shall find ; and to them that knock, the door shall
be opened,” and I have faith to believe it.” In a moment he was
made inexpressibly happy. This was in the latter part of
November, 1823. He says, “I was like a new man in a new
world.” He was renewed after the Creator’s image in righteous~
ness. . Joy and gladness were now his portion: thanksgiving
and the voice of melody were henceforth to be his inspiration
for ever. .

The life of faith was mow kindled by the eternal Spirit, and
the power of love and zeal were to exhibit in abundant labours
the gratitude of his faithful soul to the end of his mortal career.
He had been a champion in evil: now, he was to be valiant
for the truth. One grand mark of his religion was its sublime
earnestness. He was & free and open confessor of Christ. He
had told lies once to make fun for his fellows in evil : now, he
«could tell them a new tale about heavenly truths.” He was
instant in this blessed work. For forty years he ceased not to
teach and preach Jesus Christ. The radiant blossoms of peace
brought forth in him the fruitage of a life most useful and
blessed in the instruction and salvation of men. We have
dainty ones in Zion who affect to despise the ministry of the
local brethren; forgetting that in the history of Methodism in all
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her branches, many of these have served her interests most
effectually. They have been in labours most abundaut, in zeal
and loye unbounded=-men full of faith and of the Holy Ghost.
Thousands of these liave graduated into the ranks of the regular
ministry, and are to-day, a8 in the past, the glory of C..ist and
*+~ messengers of the Churches.

silly Bra.y connected himself with that branch of Methodism
denominated - Bible Christians, and became a most earnest
labourer among them. But not among them exclusively. He
loved all who love out Lord in sincerity. He was one of those
pure spirits who rejoice in the spread of the inward kingdom
" everywhere. He gloried in the triumph of love. His gladness
was in the progress of salvation, and he longed to see the whole
world blest in the fond embraces of redeeming love. He was
soon -enrolled on the circuit plan. About a year after his
conversionn he began to exhort, and became a most acceptable
and efficient worker. All classes flocked to him. - The clear ring
of his experience, his great earnestness, the spiritual wisdom
tempered with meekness, and the abounding.joyfulness of his
spirit-commended: him to 4ll,.and nade him a glorious power for
good to multitudes of souls. He was a mighty man in prayer,
most lively in all his exercises, and & strong enemy to “deadness”
in professors orin any religious meetings. His' strength was in
the joy of the Lord. He once said he had felt “the joys of
religion at 250 ;” meaning so many fathoms down in the mine.,
He was at rest in the Lord, and could always triumph in the
power and perfection. of His love. He was raptured in the light
of his Redeemer’s: glory. He saw no-darkness in Him. There
was no eclipse to his sun—the unfailing rays fell on his pathway,
-which were ever brightening even to the perfect day. In the
mart and mine, in his chamber aiid in the great congregation,
working, waiting, or walking; his 'life was a petpetual psalm of
thanksgiving,—a living rendition of ‘the melodies thiat have been
struck from the grand- spirit harps of saint and seer from: the
beginning, the-echoes’ of which shall be gathered up on'the shores
of eternity, to-give depth and volume to the chorus of redemption
that shall swell round: the-great white throne for ever. A com-
panion says.of him “I remeniber taking’'a walk with him, early
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one morning, when his conversation was of heaven. He stopped,
a3 if a thought had, suddenly occurred to him. He remained:
silent for & moment, with uplifted eyes, which almost immedintely
filled with tears; a“ Praise the Lord” escaped his lips, and he
bounded away, though an old man, like a hart or deer. When I
came up to him he was praising the Lord aloud, as though it was
the business of his life, and sai’, ‘ My des«r brother, if I only
lived to my privilege, I should not feel the ground over which I
walk’” On one occesion, hearing of a woman who died
triumphant, he shouted out “Glory ! if a dying woman praised
the Loxd, I should think a living man might!” His were the
joys of adoption. His boast was, that he was “the son of e
King” With royal wealth and privilege came the joys of
regality. Having access 'y faith into the grece in which God’s
people stand, he had joy in the hope of eternal felicity. The
love of Christ in the heart was the earnest of the fulness which
eternity should unfold to his spirit. ‘

The implicit faith of Billy Bray in the word of his God affords
a clear solution to the cause of his moral power as well as to his
hallowed joys. He was strong in faith, giving glory to God. He
had faith in God’s providence:

He said, “I can trust in Jesus; and, while I trust *im, He'd as
soon starve Michael the archangel as He'd starve Billy.” His
great zeal in chapel-building was not only the fruit of his faith,
but was very often the means of stimulating his trust in God to
a remarkable degree. His mother gave a spot for the building of
a chapel at a place called Cross Lanes, He had mueh opposition
in the work, but his unfailing confidence in God brought. the
honour of conquest in his work. ‘While engaged in building, the
timber ran short, and Billy laid the case at once before his God.
That very morning a Wesleyan gentleman came and gave him
money enough to get the needed timber, and said, as.he tendered
thevm'oney, that it was impressed on his mind at prayer to go and
give a one-pound note to. Billy Bray. His faith, in every
instance -of need or opposition in his work, rose with the
emergency, and in every case was marvellously honoured of Gad.
At Kerley Downs and Gwennap he was the prime mover and
the constant }e{am,est__worker in new chapel -enterprises. This
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poor man, with & wife and five small children whom he supported
by underground work, would, in the intervsls of his mining
operations, go to work quarrying stone and hduling it to the
chapel-site; at the same time he had his garden to hoe,
subscriptions tc solicit, and his plan to fill on the Sabbatl_l H
sometimes walking twenty miles and preaching three times.

“ T have worked,” said he, “ twenty hours in the twenty-four,
and had not the Lord helped me I could not have done it. Bless
and praise His holy name, ‘for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting
strength) I do know He is a friend when all other friends
leave us; and He will help us to overcome our enemies.”

At one time, in soliciting subscriptions. for the church in
Gwennap, he visited St. Ives, and found the people iripoverished
cecause the fishing season had been so poor. “ We went up to
the Wesleyan chapel,” he says; “ there were a great many lively
niembers, and we had a good meeting. We prayed the dear Lord
to send some fish, and He did.” By the next day eight thousand
casks of fish were caught, and Billy Bray returned from St. Ives
with seventeen pounds steiling, subseribed towards the new
chapel in Gwennap.

A most marvellous instance is given of the man’s simple faith
in God, and of the instant power that answered his trusting
prayer in behalf of a poor aged ctipple, on the way from Kestle
Mills to Newlyn, in the month of February, 1865. Other
instances ate given, of a similar character, that lock very much
like the miraculous.  Billy’s faith rested on an Almighty
Saviour, whose powér and grace, he rejoiced to know, were
the same yesterday, to-diy and for ever. He looked directly
to God for help, and received most marvellous answers o prayer.
We commend the study of those facts to men .of the Tyndal
school, as affording -distinet proof that prayer is heard and
answered too.

Abiding Christian sympathy was another genuine mark of
the man's deep devotedness to God. His love to the Saviour
reflected its blessedness on sufféring and needy humanity. Heé
loved to do good both to-the bodies as well as to: the souls
of men. Beneficénce was in him as a law of life, ever active,
radiant and cheerful. It is said; he could not keep two hats in



~

54 Canadian Methodisi Magazine.

the house if he knew of a brother in Christ who needed one.
Though poor in his putward circumstances, his soul was rich
in generous fellings; and he would often share the little he had
with others, poorer than himself.

To the sick he was a tender friend and a counstant visitor
Whilst a messenger of mercy to many in pain and sorrow,
he gained abundaut treasures of cmufort and blessing to his own
heart. It was' matter for grief and surprise t2 him, that many
professing Christians should neglect to visit their brethren and
sisters in adversity, seeing that the cheer and censolation is not
all on one side. While we pour from our heart the sympathy
demanded by others, the good Lord freely enriches both visitor
and visited with the brightgr joys of hope, and with the sweeter
comfort of love.

The conscientiousness of Billy Bray was another sterling
feature of his piety. He feared to defile his conscience, knowing
that to be tne surest way to make shipwreck of his faith. The
keeping of the Sabbath was, to him, a delight. When ‘told by the
captain of the mines that he must “give up that foolish notion
about not working on Sundays,” Billy answered that he had
a new master now, who told him not to work on the Sabbath but
to keep it holy, and that he would do as He instructed him. As
in this instance, sc in everything else, the spirit of the man
stood in the light of truth ready to do the Master’s bidding.
Prevarication, guile and dishonesty, his soul abhozred. The law of
integrity was in his heart, and so he would not “ rob God ”.or do-
injustice to man. He studiou.ly avoided running into debt
without a probahility of paying. He cut off all needless
self-gratification lest his expenses might overrun his income.
Twenty years after quitting the use of tobacco he seid, “ God
has just given me enough money to pay my way through life,
and nothing for the pipe. If I had spent only sixpence a week.
on the pipe, I should have been at this time about thirty pounds
in debt” Would to God all smokers and chewers would imitate
his spirit. " If they would do this in Canada alone, the money
saved annually would very soon build the Pacific Railway; and
yet we complain of hard times. The spiritual wisdom of this
truly good man was apparent to all who came in contach
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- With him. As. in equity;so in judgment and wige' discernmeht
.he excelled His answers and counsels, his speeches and
Sermons; gave constant, proof tha he possessed, in a.,very rich
measufe, “ the wisdom that cometh from above.” He delighted
to honour the King immortal;-and so he was girt with. gracé-and
endowed with counsel. This was evident in, the .tact he hdd

.-in personal address, both to friends and strangers, In con-

versation or in public ministrations the Lord was evidently with

him. In thought aswell as experience he held she essential

. truths of godliness; and though he spoke in homegly speech, his

utterances told that he, had been with Jesus. A skeptical man

" Was'once arguing in Billy's presence that there was no devil; and
that all a man had to do was to watch his own wicked heart.
“ What wickedness was it,” said Billy, “that went . into. the

.swine and drove them over the cliff 2 o ‘

. . The man, .studying to-evade the answer, replied, “ Why, the
Lord suffered the swine to go over:the cliff” S
.The answar was: first, to.show the power -of. God ; second, to

show the envy of the devil, who. would, rather go 1into, the

swine than.nowhere. «You nearly always beat me” the

- opponent said. . He afterwards became one, of hundreds, whoin
Billy was instrumental in. turning to the Lord. ' .

A depraved man taunted him on his going about idly. to
live at the expense of his fellows,—to whom he replied, “ My

Father can keep me a gentleman always if He pleases; without
my doing any work at all ; but your father canriot even keep. you

.in decent clothes, with -all your hard work.” L,

When some were - telling of their trials in g religious meeting,

Billy rose and said, ke had been feeding'on vinegar and honey,
but that the Lord -gave him the vinegar with- s, spoon, while
He dealt out the honey with.a ladle,. - o o

At one time, asking: & gentleman for a second subseription

-towards a new.chapel; the person reminded him he had given
once for that object; “Yes” said Billy, “but how many. fleeces.of
wool have you had since then?” I is needless. to.say, his suit
was successful: x : o B

Some fellows of the baser sort tried to frighten Billy;as-he was

-returning from. s meeting, late one dark night. They hid them-
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selves in a fence and made the most unearthly sounds imaginable,
but Billy kept on: his' way unmoved, singing as he went. . At
length, one of them cried in a most lugubrious tone:

“But I am the devil up here in the hedge.”

“Bless the Lord,” said Billy, “ 1 did not know thee ‘ wost’ s0
far away as that.”

It was a common remark of his, “ What can the devil do with
such as me 2"

Added to all his other good qualities was a deep, unfeigned
humility. He had & most overwhelming sense of his constant
dependence upon God. He was once heard to say, “Soon
after my conversion the devil said to me, ¢ Billy Bray, youwll
be a great man;’ but I, sunk into nothing, and in that way
slipped through the devil’s hands.”

In earnest, patient and successful toil, in journeys oft, unfailing
in visits of mercy, radiant and sublime in toils and special
services, with a spiritual ardour that knew no abatement in
old age, this grand disciple stood at his post to the last. * His life
had been one of praise and loving zeal, his end was to.be
one of blessed triumph. One of his last efforts was at a
Wesleyan special service, of which Billy says, “ We could do
nothing but praise, for the Spirit was poured out in such a
wonderful manner. I was as happy as I could be, and live. If
was one stream of glory.”

The veil, to him, was soon to be lifted ; for even then the Lord
was reminding him, by daily increasing infirmities, that he must
soon “put off this tabernacle.” Not long after, when a doctor
was called to see him, he said, « Well, doctor, how is it 27

The answer was, “ You are going to die.” _

Billy instantly shouted “ Glory be to God, I shall soon be
in heaven;” and added, “ When I get up there, shall I give them
your compliments, doctor, and tell them you will be coming
too ?” The doctor’s mind was much 1mpressed by such a pointed
questmn

On the 25th of May, 1868, with the cry of « Glory ” falling
from his lips, Billy Bray entered into his Master’s joy. From the
dark mines of earth he has gone to the hills of eternal light, and
every power, so fully consecrated here to his Saviour, finds fuller-
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exercise before the throne. Another “son of the King” is
crowned in the presence-of angels, and increased volume given to
the song of “ the upper choir” “ Unto Him that hath loved us,
and hath given Himself for us, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and His Father, be glory for ever and ever.”
His life was a psalm of heavenly melody, and his name and
memory are as ointment poured forth upon the path of his
gervice below ; his record and reward are now with the Saviour
on His throne. To Him, our Lord and King, be all-the glory,
whose Hand can bring from the quarry of nature those lively
stones, which, moulded by the power of grace below, have their
‘setting and finish in the light of His glory above.

Savrr ST. MARIE, Ont.

“WE WOULD SEE JESUS.”

“WEe would see Jesus.” We are worn and weary
Beneath the heat and burden of the day;
Each with his load of care, or toil, or sorrow,
Ready to faint and falter by the way;
Yet in the very path that we are treading
On earth, O Lord, we know thyself hast gone.
Oh, to behold Thee there, our Friend, our Brother
" Guiding and guarding as we journey on !

“We would see Jesus.” Oh, that blissful vision
Is all we ask, to bid our fears depart 1.
So shall we hasten on, in shade or sunshine,
‘With step unwearied, and unshrinking heart.
Abide with us, good Lord ; the evening closes ;
No Jonger leave until the shadows flee, .
Till the bright morning dawn, when thou shali call ug
Forever, where thou art, to dwell with thee
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' THE TEEK-SEED CHAPEL.

SooN after the promulgation of Methodism. in: England, .it
spread with great rapidity. over ‘the counties of Devon and
‘Cornwall, and lespecially  among, the miners and lower orders
For a long period, after its introduction .the clergy .and higher-
orders of society in the West of England manifested a degree of
(dislike to the new doctrines which can scarcely be. imagined in
these days of modern, toleration. It wasthought by many young
gentlemen good sport to break the windows and nail up. the
doors of a Methodist chapel. The robbery. of a Weslevan
preacher, as a spree, by young gentlemen, became the subject of
Judicial investigation, ‘and the frolicsome young men had to pay
very dearly for their practical joke.

Among the uninstructed local preachers was one known by
the name of “The Old Gardener” This old-man was no common
character, indeed he was quite an original, and by far the most
popular preacher among the disciples of John Wesley in that
vicinity. He kept a small nursery garden about two ndiles from
the town of St. Asaph, working hard at his occupation as a
gardener by day, and praying and ‘preaching to his fellow-sinners,
as he called them, in the évening. He lived in the poorest
manner, giving away all the surplus of his eamipgé in charity,
distributing Bibles, and promoting ;ﬁQ the utrgo's'i}‘ of his ability
the extension of Me'thoc:iism., Hig complexion was a sorb of
dirty, dark iron:gréy», -and  his whole. @pp,earanqg ;_l,eari "and
grotesque. . ‘Alt}:io,ug,h‘ extremely ignorant, he possessed no small
degree of cunning, and great per'so,nalr courage. AOf this the
following incident affords ample evidence :—

The “0ld Gardenér” was -once siubjected. to. 2 ‘burglary and
attempt. at robbery.! -He lived with' his wife in s :small and
somewhat dilapidated. cottage not far from the high road. ‘Three
young, “squires” who- had just finished their studies at the
University, and who despised and hated Methodism, having heard
that the old man had been recenily making a collection to build
a Methodist chapel, thought it would be a good frolic to rob him
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temporarily of the proceeds of the collection. The result of the’
frolic is best related in the words of one of the actors:—

“ We set out,” said he, “upon our expedition with blackened
faces, on a dark night, a little before twelve o'clock. We had
dined late, and all of ns had Dutch as well as Cornish courage ;
yet I confess, when it came to the point, I fclt myself a coward. ‘
1 began to reflect that it was but a dastardly frolic to frighten a
poor old man and his wife in the dead of the night.

“The clock struck twelve. ‘Now comes the witching time of.
night,’” exclaimed Tom.

“‘Don’t let us frighten the poor couple out of their wits,’
said I.

“¢No,’ said Ryder, ‘we will be gentle robbers—gentle as Robin
Hood and Little John. .

“T said that I would rather travel back than proceed.
‘Recollect, said I, ‘the old fellow is an old soldier as well as a-
saint, and fears nothing human’ ‘

« <Nonsense, exclaimed Ryder, ‘here goes”

“He pressed the feeble door of the cottage in which the old
man resided ; it immediately gave way and flew open. We
entered and found ourselves in a sort of kitchen. To our great:
surprise there was a light shlmng from an inner room. This-
made us hesitate. -

“<'Who is out there at this time of night # exclaimed a hoarse
voice from within, I knew it to be the unmistakable voice of the
‘0Old Gardener.

“‘Give us your money, and no harm shall befall you,’ said Tom, .
‘but we must have your money.’

“¢The Lord will be my defence, reJomed the ¢ Old Gardener.’.
“You shall have no money from me; all in the-house is the.
Lord’s—take it if you dare !’

“¢“We must have it and will have it sald We as we entered
the inner room, after taking the precautmn of  fastening the *
chamber door as we entered. .

“We soon wished we had suffered it to remain open, as you
will see.

“ Now consider us face to face with the ¢0ld Gardener'; and a
pretty sight we presented. Three ruffians (ourselves) w1th white
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waggoners’ frocks and blackened faces. Before us the <QJd
Gardener, sitting on the side of his bed, He wore a red worsted:
nighteap, & check shirt, and a flannel jacket; his iron-grey face,
fringed with a grizzled beard, looking as cool and undismayed as
if he had been in the pulpit preachmv A table was by the side
of the bad, and immediately in front of him, on a large deal,
table, was an open Bible, close to which we observed, to our
horror, a heap of gunpowder, large enough to blow up a castle. A
candle was burning on the table, and the old fellow had a steel
in one hand and a large flint in the other. We were. all three
completely paralyzed. The wild, iron-faced, determined look of
the ¢ Old Gardener, the candle, the flint and steel, and the great
heap of powder, absolutely froze our blood, and made eowards of
us all. The gardener saw the impression he had made:

- ““What ? do you want to fob and murder? exclaimed he;
‘you had better join with me in prayer, miserable sinners that
you all are! Repent, and you may be saved. You will soon be
in another world !

“ Ryder first recovered his speech.

“* Please to hear me, Mr. Gardener. I feel that we have been
wrong, and if we may depart we will make reparasion, and give
you all the money we have in our pockets.’

“ We laid our purses on the table before him.

“‘The Lord has delivered you into my hazds. It was so
revealed to me in a dream. We shall all soon be in another
world. Pray, let us pray’ And down he fell upon his knees,
close to the table, with the candle burning and the ugly flint and
steel in his hand. He prayed and prayed. At last he appeared
exhausted. He stopped, and eyed the purses; and then emptied
one of them out on the table. He appeared surprisec, and, I
thought, gratified, at the largeness of its contents. We now
thought we ' should heve have to retire ; bub to our dlsmay the
‘< Old Gardener said,— ’

“¢Now we will praise God by singing the Hundredth Psalin.’

“ This was agony to us all. After the Psalm the oid man took
up the second purse; and while he was exawmining its contents,
Ryder, who was close behind Tom and myself, whispered qoftly,
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“<T kave unfastened the door; when you hear me move make’
a rush/

“The “Old Gardener’ then pouring out the contents of the
second purse, exclaimed,—

“*“Why there is almost enough here to build our new house of
God! ZLet me see what the third contains.’

“He took up the third purse.

“<Now !’ whispered Ryder, ‘ make a rush.’

“We did so, and at +e same moment heard the.-old fellow
hammering away with his flint and steel: We expected to be in-
stantly blown into fragments. The front door, however, flew
open before us; the next step we found ourselves in the garden.
The night was pitchy dark. We rushed blindly through the
nursery ground, scrambled through brambles and prickly shrubs,
ran our heads against trees, then forced ourselves through a thick
hedge. At last, with scratched faces, torn hands, and tattered
clothes, we tumbled over a bank into the high road.

“Qur horses. were soon found, and we galloped to. Ryder’s
residence. Lights. were procured, and we sat down. We were
black, ragged, and dirty. We looked at each other, and, in splte
of our miserable adventure, roared with langhter.

“<We may laugh,’ exclaimed Tom, ‘but. if this adventure is
blown, and we arefound out, Cornwall will be to hot for us for the
next seven years. We have made a pretty night of it. We have
lost our money ; being obliged to pretend to pray for two long
hours bef. e a great heap of gunpowder; while that iron-faced,
ugly, red-ca, ped, brute threatened us all with immediate passage
into eternity! And our money, forsooth, must go to build &
Methodist meeting-house! Bah! It is truly horrible. The
fellow has played the.old soldier on, us with a vengeance, and we
shall be the laughing-stock of the whole country.’

" “The affair was not ended: Reports were spread that three
men, disguised as black demons, with-horns and tails; had entered
the cottage. of the ¢Old Gardener, whe had not only terrified
them, but had frightened them out of a good sum of money,
which he intended to devote to the building of a new Methodist
meeting-house. It was given out that on the following Sunday



~

¥

62 Canadian Methodist Magazine.

the ¢ Old Gardener, intended to preach a sermon, and‘afterWéjrds
solicit subseriptions for the meeting-house, when he would relaté

the remarkable manner in which: he liad been providentislly
assisted with funds for the building, . Our- mortmcatlon was

‘complete. Tom, whose hatred -of Methodism was. mtense
declared he would blow up the meeting-house as soon as it was
built. © Our curiosity, however, was excited, and. we all' three
determined to hear our adventure of the night related by the
“0ld Gardener, if we could contrive to be present without: being
suspected. Sunday evening arrived. The meeting-house: was
crammed to suffocation, and with the dim: lights then burning in
the chapel we had no difficulty in concealing ourselves: The
sermon’ was short, bllt'the statement of our adventures was
related most minutely and circumstantially in: the :0ld man’s
quaint, homely and humorous phraseology. This-evéning: he
seemed to excel himself, and was exultingly humorous.” The old
fellow’s face glowed with delight and satisfaction., ¢I never, said
he, ‘saw black faces pray with greater devotion. I have some
doubt, however,’ he slyly observed, ‘if their prayers were quite
heavenward. They sometimes turned their -faces toward the
door, but a lifting of the flint and steel kept them quiet. ’

“He then added, with a knowing shake of the Jhead and an
exulting laugh, ¢ But they had rot smelt powder like the old
soldier whom they came to rob. No, no, it was-a large heap——ay,
large enough to frighten old General Clivehimself. The candle
was lighted, the ﬂint and steel were ready. . You may ask;-my
friends, if I myself was not afraid. No, no, my dear fflends
shouted he, ‘ this large heap of apparent gunpowder Was—it was
my stock, my whole year’s stock of leek (onion) seed !’ =~

“The whole congregation somewhat irreverently lé,uOhedf;
even the saints ‘almost shouted ; many clapped their hands, I
was for the moment stupefied by the announcement but at Tast
could’ hardly suppréss iy own laughter. C

“ We subscribed to the fund to avoid SllSplClOIl and left the
meeting, After the sermon we joined each other, but could not

speak We could barely chuckle, ‘I.eekseed ? and then roared

with-aughtér): - - - e b PRINE
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“Ib was a good joke, though not exactly to our taste. It has,
however, more than once served for subsequent amusement.

“The chapel was built with the money collected by the
gardener. Time and circumstances now induce me to think that
there has been no detriment to morality or religion by the erection .
of the meeting-house which the High Church party named ‘The
Leek-Seed Chapel’”

THOMAS BINNEY.*
BY THE REV. E. A. STAFFORD.

ONE who made his way up to a position of suck eminence and
influence as to be esteemed by very many the greatest preacler
of the metropolis of London, is worthy of being somewhat known
in all denominations of Christians. Thomas Biuney was, with-
out doubt, the foremost man in the Independent body, and the
greatest champion of Nonconformity in England, of his time.
His life began just before the present century—in 1798. After
serving a church in Newport, Isle of Wight, for about five years,
in 1829 he became Pastor of the King’s Weloh House Chapel—
50 called froi the fact that the earliest Nonconfonmsts wmslnped
ina loft over the offices and warerooms associated with the king’s
beam, where, in order to avoid frauds, imported mezchandise was
weighed. The chapel to which Binney came, had been built for,
the accommodation: of the conoreoa.tmn which had, worshiped in |
this loft, and it in turn, in ‘the fifth year of his pagtorate, gave
place to a new and very much larger one, which was the chief
scene of his labours until the end of life. R

Nothing could have been more suitable than his spending the
strength of his ministry jn such a place. To appreciste the
ﬁtness of this arena for the exercise of the powers of such a man,
we must understand the London of the time when he came o it.

“* Thomas Binney : His Mmd, Life and Opmwns: By the Rév:-E. Paxton
Hood. London: James Clarke & Co., 18 Fleet Street. 1874, :



64. " Canadian. Methodist Magazine.

The internal economy of the grent city was widely different from
the present.. No omnibus lines promoted the circulation of its
life from ome point to another. No xailways were constantly
carrying thousands to-and from the city, and offering a standing
temptation to well-to-do citizens to take up. their abode beyond
the city limits. 'Whether a man resided near the active centre .
of business, or in some suburban mansion, was not, as row, de-
cided by the one consideration of financial ability. The men of
vast wealth, the prosperous tradesmen, the rising middle class,
constituted a large, thoughtful, and most influential population
in the midst of the city Upon such a community Binuey came
to exert his influence. He saw before him, from Ssbbath to Sab-
bath, the representativé$ of the sovereignty of gold, men of
acknowledged influence in trade, the untitled princes, and citizens
of the greatest mart of the world. Such circumstances, could
only fail to develep a truly great preacher where no great power
had originally been bestowed ; but this was by no means true in
the .ase of Binney.

Although when he came to London he was in the maturity of
his manhood, ripening to his prime, yet his fame was not yet
made; and when we consider the line of ministers he succeeded,
it is not a little surprising that he was elected to the place at all,
The Congregational pulpit was then a model of conventionsl
propriety. Its ministers were masters of fashionable decorum,
and, especially, the standard of ministerial deportment was main-
tained with despotic rigour. A gentlemanly air, and the art of easily
mastering all the appen‘dages of polite society, were considered in
the qualifications for pulpit preferment, as well as transparency
of language and pungency of thought. In public ministrations,
the fear of giving offénice had developed a style of spéech highly
polished and pleasmg, but strikingly unconvincing and 'unag-
gressive. Taken as a whole, the Independent pulplt partook too
largely of conformity to the world on the esthetic side; to be
quite consistent with the denomination constituting the vanguard
in the conflicts of Non¢onformity.

' Binney’s' immediate predecessors, though by no- means inferior
or weak men, were held. in. slavish subserviency to the conven-
tionalities of the time. Now, his nature was.noi. at all adapted:
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to anything of this kind, He was independent, free, bold, out-
spoken. Even his opponents commended him for his vigorous
style, his manly, straightforward, downright method pf laying on
his blows. Then, he had already developed his views on the one
point on which he was suspected of heterodoxy—=that of eternal
punishment. Taking all these things into consideration, his
coming to London at all is a matter of some surprise, but it
must be regarded as one of the many instances where Providence
has got ahead of men to promote their welfare, in spite of their
own plans to the contrary ; for the event meant as much in the
education of the Independent pulpit to a higher and bolder type,
as it did in the bringing about of better relations between the
Establishment and Nonconformists.

On entering upon his work in London, Binney did not, like
many eminent and useful ministers, burst upon the public, like
thunder from the sky. He ripened slowly, but with a coustantly
increasing influence to the end. During the first three or four
years he attracted little attention, but he was proving his posi-
tion, studying his circumstances and surroundings, developing
his strength, discovering his power; and other denominations—
especially the Establishment, as we shall see—soon discovered
it also.

As a preacher he wes soon claimed by his denomination as the
representative of the Independent pulpit, which has sought to be
distinguished by a high order of thought, rather than by the cul-
tivation of beautiful vhetoric, or those arts by which the masses
are captivated for the time. Binney was emphatically a man of
weight, The impression left by the study of his best productions,
as also from hearing them, was not so much a sense of the splen-
dours of towering eloguence, as of new and enlarged views opened
up to the mind, or old ones clothed with an interest altogether
new. But the true eloquence of hold and foreible statement,
which either compelled an-assent to his views, or awakened an
intense hostility, he possessed in-an eminent degree. His utter-
ances carried a convincing power. Indifference was not possible.
His congregation was a fair reflection of his character as a
preacher. It was said to be unlike any other in ‘the kingdom.

The massive foreheads, seen there in such numbers as to be a
5
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characteristic cf the place, indicated his power over men of:
thought. He did not bring to his pulpit evidences of great

scholastic learning; but his efforts gave abundant evidence of
the truer idea of real culture—the development of all the powers

of his manhood, the exercise of a wide range of sympathies, and

that attention to the events and indications of the times which

caused him to seem to know everything. And though a man of

thought, and free from everything like sensationalism, or adver-

tising arts to draw a multitude, yet his popular power is indicated

in the fact that the Weigh House had uniforinly, morning and

evening, a congregation so crowded as made the provision of

extra seats in the aisles an alnost constant necessity.

Although in his early life he had printed some strong thin:s
in favour of reading sermons, in London he was entirely extem-
poraneous. There was, therefore, a wide range of excellence in
his efforts. Sometimes he fell so low the hearer could scarcely
believe it to be Binney’s sermon. However, he used %0 say he
was the only man in England who dared preach a poor sermon,
and know it. An element of great power in him was his prayers.
‘When his sermons chanced to be inferior, often the prayer would
linger in the hearei’s memory, a source of warmth, encourage-
ment, and even instruction. When another eminent man had
preached on some special oceasion, Binney’s opening prayer was
remembered, and the sermon forgotten. He was not one who
considered that all strength should be exhausted upor the sermon,
while anything that chanced to float before the ind, to be
thrown off without thought or effort, was suitable for the prayer.
And, as in every similar case, the strength he gave to this part
of his work yielded a rich return,

Though not a revivalist in the common acceptatlon of the
term, he was eminently successful in meeting the difficulties of
thoughtful men, and helping them to find their way to Christ.
No surer evidence that his was a soul-saving ministry could be
desired, than that such a man as William Hone, of the “ZEvery
Day Bock,” a confirmed Deist, saddling all the wrongs committed
by the Government (which to him seemed very many) upon
Christianity,and fortified in his Godless life by all the unanswer-
able prejudices against religion, vut of whick ** i so much harder
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to lead men than even from their sins,—should have been so
much impressed by Binney’s influence as to become a truly con-
verted man, and an active member of the Weigh House congre-
gation. Such is only one illustration of the character of the work
done for Christ by the ministry of this man.

Some four or five years after his settlement in London, he
became the champion of Nonconformity, at least in his own
denomination. To appreciate the part he took in these contro-
versies, we must remember the condition of the Established
Church. It was about the time of his beginning his labours in
- London that the laws of England first gave any recognition-—
indeed, we might almost say any toleration—to dissent. Con-
sequently, the dignitaries connected with the Establishment were
more insolent and offensive than we could possibly imagine now,
were it not for occasional instances of intolerance which yet
appear ; of which, however, it is safe to say all bodies of Christian
people, at the present time, feel it a duty to be thoroughly
ashamed.

As to the spiritual life of the Establishment at the time, it was
certainly lamentably low. More than half the incumbents were
non-residents, During an episcopate of thirty-four years, one
Bishop had never resided in his diocese. Drunkenness was no
infrequent vice ir the clergy, as we may judge, when one, brought
to aceount for- this crime, pleaded in defence that “he was not
drunk on duty.” The preaching of the time can scarcely be eorrectly
characterized without particular illustrations.. To say it was con-
temptible is net abusive, but only true.. The services were per-
formed in the most perfunctory manner, without, life on the part
of the officiating clergymen, and consequently mt;hout interest
on the part of the congregations. It is cextainly Just to say that
there were exceptions to this.state of things, but it is sufficiently
deplorable that cases of a different nature were only exceptions.
The Ritualism, since grown se rank, was undeveloped then, but
was doubtless germinating in the minds of its distinguished
authors and abettors; just as at Oxford, in the mjnds of young
Ten, since prominent, were springing up the views which have
since received so much attention and criticism, as published in
essays, tracts, and more pretentious volumes, breathing so largely
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the spirit of skepticism, as to be justly regarded as worthy objects
of suspieion.

Nor should we overlock the positive immorality practised by
scores of clergymen of the Establishment, in subscribing to
Articles which they did mnot believe, for sake of the status
thereby secured, and excusing the proceeding by such casuistry
as would justify forgery, and indeed all the commercial and poli-
tical immorsalities likely to be practised. This seemingly strong
language is justified by Mr Jowett’s apology, in which he- de-
elazes “cases often oceur in which we must do as other men do,
:and act upon a general understanding, even though unable to
reconeile a particular prattice to the letter of truthfulness, or
«even to our individual conscience.” ,

Mz. Binney appreciated, as highly as any persons, the advan-
tages %o be gaired by subscription, but & nature so singularly
honest as his could never stoop to such subterfuges, and it was
purely on -censcientious, not political, grounds, that he declared
himself the.enemy of the Establishment. He never entered upca
‘the discuscien of this question from the political standpoiat.
Indeed, before the encroschments of Romanisin came to be rfels
-as they now are,.or its. true character was so fully recognized,
Binney admitted ‘the desirability of an Established Church as a
defence against this system, which is satisfied with nothing shozt
-of political, as well as ecclesiastical, ascendancy. He foresaw
that, to the Churchman, Popery might become motre hatefu’ ¢han
Dissent ; and a worse evil, to the Dissenter, than an ecclesiastical
Xstablishment with 2 Protesiant Church. His war against it
was, therefore, not unreasoning, but strictly conscientious. His
notoriety, not to say fame, in connection with this controversy,
began with the public- ‘ion of an-address delivered at the corner
stone laying of the present Weigh House Chapel, which was
afterwards published with an appendix, in which, with various
qualifications, he charged the Establishment with “ destroying
inore souls than itsaved” This famous sentence was sufficient
to fix all eyes, of both parties, npor hirg, and & train of most
vexatious circumstances soon led the Congregational Board of
Tondon to call upon him for the vindicatior. of Dissent against
its accusers, which he did, to the setisfaction of ~)l interested in
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his side of the question, in a discourse of great length, eloquence,
and convincing power, called “ Dissent not Schism.”

Our space forbids our following him in the controversies which
grew out of this, but if the vindictiveness of a man’s opponents
is any measure of his power, and of the influence he is exerting
ageinst them, certainly no man need wan' any better acknowledg-
ment that he has laboured; with effect. There can be no doubt.
that of the credit of awakening in haughty Churchmen a betfer
feeling towards Dissenters, and a faller recognition of their rights,
a large share must be awarded to Thomas Binney, who, for his
. ‘own part unknown in person to-very many of these distinguished
men, and therefore not valued for his many excellences, received
their unmitigated contempt.

Very many interesting stories are told, illustrative of the pecn-
liarities in his character, which. show that, like all men of great,
power, he was full of sympathy; and, like most distinguished
preachers, exceedingly nervous and sensitive to trifles, and the
subject at times of most painful seasons of mental depression.

Studied as a man, we learn from him the intrinsic value of
anflinching honesty, independence, and candour. The world has
great need of +hese qualities in all professions, and will find some
place for the man who is led by them. Studied as & preacher,
the lesson his work conveys is the worth of individuality—that
each must do his work in his own way, which is, in truth, God’s
way for him. Had Mr. Binney consulted and ruled himself by
precedents—what others had done in his place, their styles and
methods —London would have forgotten him long before he died,
or, rather, it would never have known him. And looked upon
as 2 man much engaged in disputation, he shows how much real
nobility of soul, and sincere love for other men, may be consistent
with differences in opinion from them. A few sentences from
“Dissent, not Schism,” will reveal the spirit by whieh he was
animated, even in controversy. “As Christians, let us war with
what separates man from God: as Dissenters, with what separates
Christian from Christian. Let us seek the nearer approximation
of Church to Church, and the ultimate reeognition ard union
of all.”



¢ 70

CHRIST AND NICODEMUS.*

"BY THE REV. JOHN G. MANLY.

* ConVERSATION well develops a man, because 1t is the contact
and communion of minds, and because it is usually unstudied and
spontaneous. As “the coldest bodies warm in contact and the
hardest sparkle in collision,” so good conversation generates light
and heat; and “as iron sharpens iron,” so, in conversation, “the
countenance of a man hisufriend.” Many momentous conversa-
tions are recorded or referred to in the Bible. Th8 redemption of
the world was opened to our race, at the outset, by the conversa-
tion of God in the garden with our first purents. The chastise-
ment of wickedness is opened to us by divine conversation with
Cain. The high appreciation of the righteous is opened to us by
divine conversation with Abraham respecting Sodom. The pre-
paration of ages for Christ is opened to us by divine conversation:
with the father of the faithful. God spoke with Satan respecting
Job ; the tempter conversed with Jesus; Moses and Elijah, on the
Mount of Transfiguration, conversed with the Master respecting
His approaching decease; and Jesus, at sundry times, eonversed
with His disciples, and also with others, particularly Nicodemus.

Everything, in this last case, contributes to importance and
significance—the personé, the time, the place, the theme, the
conversation itself, and the result. Nicodemus belonged to the
world’s most religious people and most favoured nation. He was
not only a son of Abraham, but a member of the most religious,
prominent and powerful party in Abraham’s race, the Pharisees ;
he belonged to the choicest men of that party, for he was a ruler,
a.member of the grand council of the Senhedrim, educated and
empowered to expound and enforce the revelation of God in the
law and the prophets and the psaims. He was not & novice, but
advanced in years and well-experienced in the civil and spiritual
affairs of his people, for when he asked if an old man could be
born again, he plainly implied that he himself was old; end sc

* From a forthcoming volume ent ‘ed * Religion and Life,” to be shoutly
ssued from the Methodist Book Room.
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he brought into this conversation the wisdom of years and the
gravity of grey hairs. But a greater than Nicodemus is here.
The Hope of. Israel is here, the Son of David is here, the Light
of the world is here, Immanuel himself is here; and now while
he speaks let us reverently and attentively listen; and whatever
he says, let us weigh it and prize it, for it is the gold of the
Sanctuary, the Wealth of supreme and eternal truth.

It is not in the dim mists of antiquity,it is not inthe shadows

of the world’s morning, that Jesus and Nicodemus came together,

.but in the fulness of time. More than four thousand years have

rolled away since the couversasion of the garden inaugurated to

man the reign of redemptive grace and truth. Siace then the
world has been wrecked and rescued; since then men’s tongues

have been confused and varied; since then the race has been
nationally divided and multiplied ; since then there has been a
selection and a system to prepare for reconcilistion; since then
great empires have flourished and perished; since then Greece

has risen to ecivilize the world, and Rome fv sway it; and now

has come the concentration of all foreshadowings and forerun-

nings, all predictions and preparations; now in the reflected
culture of Athens, now in the presence of imperial Rome, now

in the convergent radiance of Moses and the prophets, and the

second Elijah, a Jewish ruler and the world’s Redeemer are met

for the interchange of common or peculiar thought.

It was the fulness of the world’s time when Jesus conversed;
it was the night-time of an ordinary day when Nicodemus came
to him. Whenever afterwards Nicodemus is mentioned, the time
of his visit to Jesus is also mentioned, as if to show that the time
had a meaning and a reason: “he that came to Jesu§ by night;”*
“who at the ﬁrst came to Jesus by night."{ Nicodemus was not
a disciple of Jesus when he came, for though he begins with
compliment, he soon evinces ignorance and unbelief. "Estimating
him by his own words and by the character of his companions
and friends, the Pharisees, there is no reason to suppose, as has
been. sometimes -said, that he came at night for the sake of its
stillness and seclusion. Whether he came for the gratification of
curiosity only, or for instruction also, he came secretly and

* John vii. 50, + John xix. 39,
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timidly, unwilling to be known, in any sense, as a disciple of the
Nazarene. But, whatever his motives, it was well that he came.
It is well for every man, whatever his present religious condition,
to read and hear God’s word, to come within the range and reach
of the truth, to afford the teachers of truth an opportunity of
communication.

These two interlocutors are met at the world’s centre. The
affairs of mankind do not gravitate to Athens or to Rome, but to
Jerusalem ; for the temple of God is there, the oracles of God are
there, and there, too, the only true Priest is about to offer the
true and only sacrifies for' the sins of all mankind. “Salvation
is of the Jews.” ‘

They are met to converse on the theme of themes—religion,
the relationship between God and man, the kingdom that is-over
all forever. Men’s ordinary topics find no place here. The
weather, the crops and the war, party politics, the literature of
time, human science, civilization, fleeting philosophy, are not now
stirring the heart of Nicodemus, or seeking to elicit the Master’s
weignty words. These two talk of God’s kingdom and the men
that shall enter it. They talk of escape from perdition, of God’s
love and its gifts, of the faith that saves and the unbelief that
destroys. What cc . mateh such themes as these? They belong
to us all; they ave above all estimation and beyond all com-
parison, and they shouid be our great study and topic. A liftle
longer and we shall have nothing else to think of ; a little longer
and we shall have nothing else to care for.

Very admirable and valuable is the conversation itself. The
more we attempt to fathom it the deeper we find it ; the more we
seck in it the more it yields us; it is an unfailing spring of
spiritual influence, an inexhaustible mine of heavenly wealth.
Its theme, from beginning to end, is one, true veligion; and the
wisdom- of God presents this theme in its noblest and most
approp.iate aspect—the aspect of LIVE.

The conversation, as our Lord conducts and moulds if, contains
four parts or portions. The first may be taker to juclude the
first thirteen verses of the third chapter of the Gospel according
to John; the second consists of the fourteenth and fifteenth
verses ; the third of the sixteenth and seventeenth, and the fourth
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comprehends the remaining four verses. It seeins strange that
any one should ever doubt the extension of the conversation to
the end of the twenty-first verse. The beginning and the end
are clearly marked. The introduclion narrates that there was a -
mian of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews,
who came to Jesus by night; and the conclusion is marked by
the resumption of the evangelist’s narrative at the twenty-second
verse: “ After these things, came Jesus and his disciples into the
land of Judea,” the region lying south of Jerusalem. But the
best evidence of the extent of the conversation is its own
structure and import. The first part teaches us that true religion
is new life originating in a new birth—the birth of the Holy”
Spirit; the second part teaches us that this new life is the fruit
of death—the death of the Son of man; the third part teaches
us that this fruitful death is the gift of love—the love of the
Father; and the fourth part teaches us that this gift of love is the
choice of man-—the choice of man by faith. “All are but parts
of one stupendous whole.” . The severai parts are closely con-
nected, and evince such consecutiveness, independence and unity
as to compel the conviction that they form one divine and
glorious whole, worthy of Him who spake as never man spake,
and fraught with grace and truth to all that rightly read and
Jearn. '

Such a conversation, endlessly multiplied in speech and writing
over the worl and down through the ages, could not be unpro-
ductive. T+ appears to have been profitable, fixst of all, to
Nicodemus. The profit does not appear in the conversation itself
(for profit is not always immed-ste), but in subsequent acts, which
the evangelist significantly links with the nightly interview.
When the Pharisees scoffed at their own officers, as “ deceived,”
for eulogizing Jesus instead of seizing him, and at the multitude
that followed him as “ cursed,” “ he that came to Jesus by night ”
said to his fellow-Pharisees, “ Doth our law judge any man before
it hear him and know what he doeth?”* This was speaking
manfully for fair play. When Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, obtained from Pilate the
body of Jesus, “there came also Nicodemus, who at the first came

* John vii. 50, 51
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to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes,
about a hundred weight” Then Joseph and Nicodemus “took
the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen cloth~~ with the spices,
as the manner of thie Jews is to bury. Now in: the place where
He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new
sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid.” There Joseph and
Nicodemus laid Jesus.* These men are coupled as kindred
spirits, as if alike disciples of Jesus secretly for fear of the
Jews. The expression that Nicodemus came to Jesus by night
“at first” appears to imply that he was advanced from that
beginning, that he had profited by that great interview.

It is remarkable that in the first mention of Nicodemus, after
the conversation, it is said he was “one of the Pharisees,” but in
the second mention of him, in connection with Joseph, this
description is omitted, as if to deaote that he had ceased to be
“one of them.”

What Nicodemus heard at first Ly night has stirred the hearts
of countless multitudes and led them into life. Many, it is to be
feared, have heard and read it in vain, because of their counter-
choice, their inattention and unbelief ; many, probably, have heard
or read it at first with Nicodemus-like ignorance and incredulity,
but afterwards pondered it with profit, and multitudes by means
of it have been born again. It is for every man and for all time.
It is for every pulpit and Sunday-school and family. And its
influence and efficacy are widening with the suns. The foremost
doctrine of the Lutheran era was justification by faith; the fore-
most doctrine of the Methodistic era has been regeneration by
the Spirit. The one is the complement of the other, the one
implies the other; and both, in their Seriptural completeness and
validity, are the mighty means of spiritual conquesi and culture.
They can never be superseded or rivalled; and their function will
never be.finished till, as the seed of the kingdom, they fill the
face of the world with fruit, and the last believer is born intu the
family of God.

* John xix. 38-42.
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EDITORIAL.

THE STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES

MorEe and more is the attention of the world bemtr concen-
tered on that grand old book, the Dible. Around it the contro-
versy of the ages has gathered. T'pon its pages generations of
the profoundest scholars and subtlest intellects of the race have
eagerly pored—some in the sinister effort to undermine its
authority and invalidate its teachings; others with the earnest
desire of comprehending those teachings and submitting to its rule.
No other book in the world could endure such minute, such
microscopic study, without revelations of discrepancies and im-
perfections. But, like the Hebrews of old, this book has come
forth unharmed from the fiery furnace of hestile criticism ; nay,
glistening with new lustre and bright with added beauty.

This critical study of th« Bible is needed for the full revelation
of its riches. 'While golden nuggets of truth in profusion be-
strew its surface, yet precious ore will still repay the miner’s toil.
‘While many of its teachings, like wayside flowers, breathe forth
their gemeiwus fragrance on the passing breeze, so.that life’s
weary wayfarers may inhale its sweetness, others, like medicinal
plants, will only yield their healing simples in the aiembic of
prolonged and earnest study. Its great essential truths are so
plain that whoso Tuns may read, but others will exhéust the pro-
foundest and most critical inquiry and be not themselves ex-
hausted.

It is noteworthy and an omen of brightest angury, that in an
age of skeptical tendency, when all things are questioned and the
very foundations of the faith are recklessly assailed, this grand old
book, which is the source of our religious hope and.ground of our
confidence, is more than ever receiving the devout investigation,
the loving study of the race. ' Ry means of the International
Lessons, millions of Sunday School children and multitudes of
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their elders are engaged in the consecutive study of the Word of
God, and the ablest biblical scholars of the age employ their best
talent in the elucidation of divine truth for the instruction of the
little child. Thus shall the 1ising generation be better equipped
for the battle of life than ary of its predecessors; and in the
words of life implanted iz the soul possess an antidote against
the malaria of skepticism which empoisons the air.

We shall endeavour to make this Magazine, as one of its most
important functions, contribute to the better comprehension of
the Holy Scriptures. Arrangements are'being made for a series
of exegetical articles which we believe will be of interest and
profit, not merely to our brethren of the Christian ministry, but to
all thoughtful readers. 'We hope also that an increased stimulus
will thus be given to the study of the Word of God, convinced
that nothing will more conduce to the improvement of the under-
standing and the formation of a noble Christian character.

THE RECENT CONFERENCES.

THE meeting of the several Annual Conferences of the Meth-
odist Church of Canada, has been anticipated as presenting
occasions of great interest. Those Conferences, so far as at the
time of the present writing they have met, have not disappointed
that anticipation. In these assemblies the result of the year’s
labours is gathered up; and the effects of our recent ecclesiastizal
changes are strikingly manifested. One of the strongest im-
pressions on entering any of these Conferences is that caused by
the conspicuous absence of many brethren whom we bhave been in
the habit of annually meeting. This isa privation which all
deeply feel and regret, arid the regret is intensified by vhe thought
that in many cases, seldom, perhaps never, shall the companions
in toil and trial and triumph of many years meet again on earth.
Many tender recollections of bygone gatherings are awakened and .
many a pang is felt on account of the severance by the stern
logic of events of life-long friends,

H
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But this feeling is measurably alleviated by the thought thatin
consequence of the rapid expension of the Church and increase in
the ministry, the assemblage of a'l in one Conference was fast be-
coming impossible. Indeed, each of the three Western Con- .
ferences now contains as many ministers as did the whole a very
few years ago. As onme visits in succession the important
assemblies at Brantford, Picton and Kingston, and thinks of the
other Methodist Conferences in session in Ontario and @uebec and
in the Maritime Provinces, he cannot help feeling how marvellous
has been the growth of that germ of Methodism planted almost
within the memory of living men, snd devoutly exclaiming
“ What hath God wrought!”

Another strong impression is that produced by the thorough
fusion of the two Churches in Ontario and Quebec, whose union is
now practically carried into effect. The utmost harmony of
sentiment and action has prevailed, and the only rivalry has been
one of loving sympathy and fraternal regard. In the remarkable
success which has attended the year’s operations and the large
ingathering of souls’which has resulted, a grateful heart should
devoutly recognise the seal of the Master’s approval of the union
of His disciples.

The lessened size of the Conferences and the removal of legis-
lative topics from their sphere of action have permitted the more
complete oversight and fuller discussion of the practical work of
the Churches. The Sunday School, Educational, and Meissionary
interests have received more attention than it has previously been
possible to give them, we are persuaded greatly to the advantage
of those interests and of the common cause with which they are

"connected. Although the number of brethren who” meet each
other is less than formerly, yet that very fact enables them to see
more of those whom they do meet, and to enjoy more thoroughly
social intercourse than was possible under the old vegime.
Brethren, too, whose voices were seldom heard in the larger assem-
blies have an opportunity of taking efficient part in Conferential
business, and thus a large amount of latent executive and debating
talent is developed.

‘We have not, at the time of this writing, received any reports
from the Conferences of the Maritime Provineces, but have reason
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to believe that they also have enjoyed signal prosperity, and that
their various interests, signally that of the Missionary Society,
have felt the stimulus resulting from the unification and consoli-
dation of the Methodist Church of Canada." ‘

THE second volume of this Magazine, we are happy to infurm
our readers, opens with auguries of the fairest success. We have
been very greatly gratified, while attending the recent. Confereuces,
with the very hearty expréssions of appreciation of its characier
and sympathy with its purpose spontaneously -offered by so many
of the ministers. The kind suggestions which have been made
have also been carefully noted, and no effort shall be spared to
make the Magazine increasingly valuable, and we hope indispen-
sable to boti: ministerial and lay readers. Some features uf
marked improvement are already in contemplation. We hope
also to be able to bestow an increased amount of personal atten-
tion to its interests. What is now wanted to ensure the success
and permanence of the Magazine is a largely increased subscrip-
tion list. If all of its friends would assist its circulation as
some have done, that list might easily be doubled.
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CURRENT TOPICS AND EVENTS.

THE REVIVAL MOVEMENT,

IN our monthly summary we have
often referred to Messrs. Moody and
Sankey. The interest in their work
does not seem in the least to abate.
1t was thought that London would be
the most difficult of all places to
move ; but in no place which they
have visited, have greater crowds
.been drawn togerher. Thousands
have assembled at the various meet-
ings held in the Metropolis, and per-
sons from all classes of the commu-
nity have been among their hearers.
Lords and dukes, even some mem-
bers of royalty, have listened to the
old, old story; while many stout-
hearted sinners have yielded to the
influence of the cross, and become
new creatures in Christ Jesus.

A correspondent says the work is
extending rapidly, and so great is
the interest that Mr. Moody usually
addresses four public meetings daily.
As many as two hundred carriages,
withservants in livery, are sometimes
to be seen waiting at the doors of
the places where the meetings are
held, indicating some of the class of
persons who are in attendance. The
result of the labours of these men of
God is not seen in what they them-
selves actually accomplish, for they
succeed to an astonishing degree in
inducing others to work for Jesus.

In illustration of this, Liverpool
may be mentioned. Here, Messrs.
Moody and Sankey labouréd a few
weeks, and special services have been
held ever since, with good results.
Only recently two hundred persons
remained at an enquiry meeting, held
at the close of a prayer meeting. A
Unitarian minister said, that these
men (Moody and Sankey) had done
more good in one month in Liverpool,
than the Unitarians had done in ten
years, In Belfast, thirty cottage
prayer meetings are held every week
by the young converts who were
brought to God while the American

i
revivalists visited that town. In

" London, hundreds of persons are

going daily in quest of their friends
and bringing them to Jesus. Recent-
1y, Mr. Moody urged his hearers to
endeavour to bring at least one per-
son each to Christ ; and next day,
one of them reported that he had
spoken to thirty others about their
souls, and he saw eight made happy
before the day closed.

Mr. Pearsall is also effecting great
things in Germany. Mr. Morrod and .
Mr. M’All and others are also achiev-
ing glorious results in France,- so
that may we not say that these are
the days of the Son of Man with
power? Might not the Churches
learn from these pleasing occurrences
that a class of men called “evan-
gelists ” could be usefully employed
in visiting the Churches, and assist-
ing in special services? The Church
needs to be aroused to a sense of its
duty. The want of the times is; that
every believer should be employed.in
the vineyard of the Lord. If the
revival movement, which is now
sweeping like a grand tidal wave
over England and the continent of
Europe, shall be the means of caus-
ing even the majority of our Church
members to see that they have work
to do for the Master, we may expect
seasons of greater power than have
ever yet been witnessed.

INTOLERANCE AT THE GRAVE.

FOR several years past, certain of
the Episcopal clergymen of England
have made themselves very offensive
to their Nonconformist brethren, In
many parts of the country there is
no place of sepulchre but the church-
yard, over which the clergyman of
the parish usually exercises control.
In several instances there has been
a direct refusal to allow the custom-
ary religious services at the grave of
a person who had died a Dissenter,
or had not been baptized by a clergy-
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man episcopally ordained. In other
instances, ‘permissiorn -has been refus-
ed to allow the word ¥Rév.” to be
inserted on the tombstone, when it
was prefixed to the name of a Non-
conformist minister.

Various methods have been adopt-
ed to do away with such offensive
proceedings. Recently, a bill was
introduced into the House of Com-
mons by Mrx. Osborne Morgan, which
was the occasion of a lively debate,
The bill was strongly opposed by
Mr. Disraeli and his cabinet. The
arguments against the bill Lave been
pronounced to be weak, and the
speeches very poor ; whilst in favour
of it, speeches fuli of sound argument
and telling power were made, The
Right Hon. John Bright’s speéth was
especially trenchant; some say, it
was one of the best he ever made.
Among other remarkable utterances,
hesaid, “ Thetime will come when no
one will believe that such a bill was
discussed in the House of Commons.”

Notwithstanding all that could. be
said in favour of Dissenters being
allowed to bury their dead in accord-
ance with their own wishes, in the
burial grounds of the nation—for
such the church-yards are—the bill
was defeated ; and thus the reason-
able requisitigns of an immense num-
ber of people must still be ignored,
to meet the intolerant views of those
who claim to be considered as be-
longing to the Church established by
law. Surely such an anomaly cannot
much longer exist in free England.

PAN-PRESBYTERIANISM.

FOR some years past Dr. Mc Cosh
has been arguing: strongly in favour
of this confederation, and he has so
far succeeded as to have several
committee meetings, with a view to
make the final arrangements. Vari-
-ous other preliminar, matters have
been adjysted ; and soon a Conference
will be held in London, which will
determine the time and place for
holding the anticipated Ecumenical
Council, designed to embrace zll the
Presbyterian Churches in the world.
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In the meantime, like others, we
have been somewhat curious to know
the probable strength of our Presby-,
terian friends, and from what we can
gather, the following is the -most
complete approximation to the status
of the body that we can secure:—

In America there are fourteen
Churches and 1,087,684 communi-
cants. In Europe and Australia
there are sixteen Churches and
6,410,131 communicants, making in
all, thirty Churches and 7,497,815
communicants; so that should the
Council take place, it can readily be
seen how powerful such an organiza-
tion will be.

Should it be successful, no doubt
other Councils of a similar kind will
soon follow. The Archbishop of
Canterbury proposes to have such a
Councilin 1877, with a view,no doubt,
if possible, to harmonize-the conflict-
ing parties that are known to exist in
the Episcopal Church. A formid-
able task, as all persons can readily
understand.

‘We anticipate, also, that we shall
svonwitness a Methodist Ecumenical
Council. Several of our editors have
been discussing the feasibility of such
a gathering, and unless we are much
mistaken, fewer difficulties will be
found in the way of such a gathering
than will be encountered in both the
former.

THE EARL OF SHAFTESBURY.

THE name of this distinguished
nobleman is well known to all our
readers. Few persons in any position
of life have laboured so long and so
ardently on behalf of every movement
that affects the happiness of our race.
He is always ready, both by his plat-
form efforts and the aid of his purse,
to assist inthe benevolent enterprises
of theday. During the Anniversary
month he presides at more meetings
in London than any other gentleman.

Lord Shaftesbury is President of
the Costermongers’ Society, the de-
sign of which is to assist those per-
sons in the time of sickness and
death. A small fe:: is contributed



- Current, Topics.and, Events. .

by each member, and relief is afford-
ed as the necessities of the applicant
may require. During the past year
$918 had been paid to:the Treasurer
by the members, at the rate of tiyo
ceits per week; out of which sum
$4582 had been expended. Dinners
had been given ‘.o 58,000 persons,
and soup to a number that could not
be counted. .

The costermongers determined to
make the noble lord some testimo-
nial in proof of their obligations to
him for the many ways in which he
had assisted them. Accordingly, at
their late anniversary meeting, they
presented his lordship with a donkey.
Theoccasionwasone of.great hilarity,
but when the noble lord acknow-
ledged the gift by saying that “all
through life he -had done his duty as
donkeys generally do theirs, with
unmurmuring patience and unmur-
muring resignation to everything put
upon them,” the applause of the
hundreds of his humble friends was
unbounded.

The Earl of Shaftesbury hastaken
great interest in the welfare of the
artisans, in their attempts to get
better dwellings. There is an estate
called Shaftesbury Park, which has
been divided into building lots and
sold to the working classes at a
small figute. The noble Earl, though
a Churchman, bas always been on
the most friendly terms with Dissent-
ers ; and, thérefore, he has not in-
flicteda condition upon the occupants
of lots on the estate,that they shall
attend the Established Church ; nor
has he set asidesites solely for that
Church. There is a large hall in
which a Sabbath School is taught,
and all denominations have free
access to hold servicesin turn. But
this does not suit certain intolerant
bigots, who think that the whole
population is given over to heathen-
ism, simply because “#khe Church?
has not exclusive right there, as in
some other places.

SUNDAY CLOSING IN IRELAND.

FOR some years past it has been
the growing conviction of many, that
6
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the Temperance cause was making,
more progress in Iréland than in
England'i in proof of which, the
conduct of the-Irish members on a
very important question was referred
to. Petitions, numerously signed,
from all parts of Ireland had been
presented to the House of Commons,
asking that public-houses should be,
closed on the Sabbath. A bill to
secure such a -desirable object was
introduced in Parliament. The varis
ous political parties measured their
strength, and the bill was defended
or-assailed accor ling to‘the views of
the different speakers. It was iell
known that a large majority of the
Irish members were in favour of the
bill, which was purely of a local
character ; and a similar bill having
long been in existence in Scotland,
it might have been supposed that it
too would have been allowed to-be-
come law. But the Conservative
party gave their undivided opposition
to the bill.

It is believed that the Premier of
England, in thus acting, has offended
a great humber of his supporterfs,
and that he may suffer for the course
which he has pursued, in a way that
he does not now anticipate. Legis-
lators, as a bolly, move very slowly
in favour of those measures which
improve the social condition of the
people.

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS.

BRrIBERY at Elections has always
been looked upon as an unmitigated
evil, but there is reason to fear that
great numbers who have denounced
the practice have done not a little
towards keeping it in existence.
Many plans have been adopted with
the design of extirpating this evil
It ivas thought that when the ballot
system of voting was introduced,
and all the elections were held on
one day, and all places-where intoxi~
cating drinks were sold were closed,
that the days of purity had at last
daivned. Recent evénts have proved
thé contrary. ZElection after election
has been declared void. We are-
glad to record the fact that only a
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few gehtlemen:havéfbegn disqualified
for personal bribery, the great ma-
jority having lost their seatsthrough
the over zeal of their agents, Itis
humiliating, that in the latter part of
the nineteenth century, there can be
found men who will endeavour to
bribe their fellows, and thus make
the franchise a mere commercial
commodity. We have been assured
by those whose word we could not
doubt that there are persons who
occupy respectable positions in so-
ciety who invariably take bribes from
those who are seeking their suffrages,

and that when asked for their votes

they invariably ask, “how much will
be given?”

THE GooD TEMPLARS.

‘THIS organizatio. is one Af the
most powerful divisions of the tem-
perance army, and numbers in its
ranks some 735,000 members, being
a net gain of 70,000 over last year or
any preceding year. The lodges are
to be found in South Africa, New
South Wales, Tasmania, in all the
Provinces of Canada, and in various
States-of the neighbouring Republic,
besides China, East Indies, Portugul,
Mexico, Jamaica, France, Germany,
Constantinople,, Turkey, and Japan.

It has been objected that Cood
Templarism is purely an American
institution; but there are 166,708
members and 3,618 lodges in Eng-
land, and 59,448 members and 781
lodges in Scotland, while in. Ontario
there are no less than 36,847 mem-
bers and 746 lodges.

The Grand Lodge has.lately held
its Annual Session at Bloomington,
illinpis, and was. attended by more
than one lundred representatives
from England and Scotland on the
one hand, and California and Oregon
on the other, from the Province of
Quebec and from Texas, from Ber-
muda Island and.from.New Zealand.,

The representatives.from England
and Scotiand passed through. Can-
ada and were enthusiastically receiv~
ed at Montreal, Ottawa; Napanee,
Toronto and London. Dr. Lees
heads the delegation from England,

and from his long connection with
the temperance cause, and the many
battles he has fought on its behallf,
he is worthy of honour. L

We are glad to find that our friend’
Rev. W. McDonagh is one of the
representatives from Canada, and -
has been called out several times
during the discussions that have
taken place, while his public ad-
dresses have been spoken of in
terms of great commendation.

Mr. Joseph Malins, from England,
who is, we believe, a Wesleyan
local preacher of Bradford, York-
shire, states. that during the past
year the Templars had held twenty
thousand public meetings; they pub-
lish three weekly papers and twenty-
five monthly magazines. He . so
says that eleven thousand confirmed
drunkards have been reclaimed, an
four:een thousand have been rescued
who were occasionally intemperate ;
two thousand temperance sermons
have been preached, and four hun-
dred medical men have enrolled
themselves as members. Nearly
every Church in England has its
temprance society. In cunnection
with the Grand Lodge in England
over forty persons are employed, and
there are three printing offices.
Last year over thirty thousand létters
were received by the Secretary, and
thirty-three thousand sent out. Five
hundred librariés have been estab-
lished in connection with the order
and -over -one thausand four hundred,
Good Templar choirs. ’

OCEAN DANGERS.

THERE is always a great amount
of anxiety connected with doing
business on the ocean. The loss.of
life has been so great that a voyage
cannot be contemptated without
some apprehension of danger. Pro-
bably there has never been such'a
season of anxiety in C2nada respect-
ing the non-arrival of océan steamers
as during the early part of the
present yéar. “The Polynesian was
hemmed in with ice for such a length
of time, that many began to fear for
the safety of all on board. Happily,
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however, those fears'were removed
by her arrival at Quebec just as the
last turkey on-board was being eaten,

The great disaster of the season
was the loss of the German steam-
ship “Schiller,” by which more than
three hundred lives were lost on the
fatal rocks of the Scilly Islands.
This is.not the fir.t disaster that has.
occurred at these islands. Sir
Cloudesley Shovel, with two thou-
sand of England’s boldest seamen,.
met their deaths here, and on the
saine rocks two large French vessels
were destroyed, and their crews
perished, in the times of the Revolu-
tion,

" When. the news first reached our
‘shores of the wreck of the “Schiller,”
no blamé was attached to the Cap-
tain or any, of the officers of the
vessel, but it is to be régretted that
further communications have come
to hand, whick leave no room to
doubt that this fatal disaster owed
its occurrence to strong drink.
Suryivors declare that ‘ previous to
the disaster one of the officers had
been celebrating his birthday, and
of course was intoxicated, as

were some of the passengers who-

assisted in the celebration. ~Several
of the crew were 21s6 drunk, and in
a mad 1ush i{o save themselves
thrust helpless women away from
the boats and left them to. perish
without hope of escape.”

RECENT DEATHS.

THE king of terrors tas recently
been unusually busy among-all ranks
of the tommunity. From the old
world, in a single communicatios,
we were told that Dean Champneys,.
Canon Kingsley, .Dr, Macfarlane,
and Dr. L. H, Wiseman, had all
departed this life. To this long list
was soon added, th¢ name of Dr.
Buchanan of Glasgow. All were
eminently gifted, men, and all had
laboured assiduously “in, theif res-
pective sphetes for the uplifting of
poor humanity. They jvere all min-
isters of prominence. in their res-
pective Churches, and, their removal
has left vacancies ho.tjgggy_to'ﬁll,.w ‘
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In che Mission field, Dr, Lee, Su-
perintendent of the Amazon Mission.
of the South- American Missionary!
Society, and Behari Lal Singh, of
Calcutta, a.most valuable native
minpister, and the Rev. C, New, a
former associate of Dr. Livingstone,
and Bishop Roberts of the M. E,
Church, Liberia, have ajll finished
their work and gone to their reward.,

In the United States, Geheral
Breckenridge, who was formerly
Vice-President, and a leadin~ spirit
in the late Southern Uonrederation,,
and a distinguished officer on the
battle field, recently et the last
enemy, at his own résidence in Lex-
ington, Kentucky.

John Harper, Esq., of the firm of
Harper Bros., N.Y., has also quitted.
the busy scene of his toil he loved
so well, and where he was so much
respected. He was a man of wealth
and mental culture, but he ivas also.
a humble earnest Christian.

In Canada we have been com-
pelled to add several names to the
death roll: Bishop Richardson, Dr.
Thornton and Mr. W. Lawson, all
prominent men in the denominations
to which they respectively belonged.
In the ministrty of the Methodist
Church several have Deen seized as
victims of the last enzsmy. Sonie of
those had long borne the burden and
heat of the day, while others were
just buckling on their armour,
There is something tragic about the
deaths of Revs. B. Rose, Dr, Frésh-
man, Robert Reynolds, and Joel
Briggs. . The deaths of Revs. J.
Lever, J. Reynolds, E. Harris, W.
Hay, and James Armstrong, were
anticipated, as these brethren were
on the Superannuated list, and had.
for some time beenr gradually failing
in health ; but, the Revs. H. Kellum,
R. L. Tucker, and T, Atkinson, were
comparatively young, and as they
were in the active work, several
years of valuable labour and useful-
ness were anticipated from them ;
but the Master has called them up
higher. .There have also been .an
unusual number of deaths among
the laymen of the Methodist Church.



84

b

To the above long list, the names
of three men of great prominence in
the Province of Ontario have to be
added, viz : Mr. O’Reilly, 2n eminent
lawyer, who distinguished himself in
bringing the murderer of the late
Hon. T. D. Magee, M.P, to
justice ; Sheriff Thomas, whose name
was well known in all the benevolent
societies of his locality; and Lieu-
tenant Governor Crawford, whose
demise called forth the sympaihy of
the Dominion. His funeral was the
largest ever seen in Toronto, These
sad scenes speak in earnest tones,
“ Be ye also ready.”

In the more private walks of life
death has been busy. Among other
distinguished and holy womén, we
have to mention the name of;, Mrs.
Jackson, relict of the late E. Jackson,
Esq., Hamilton, who, in her last will
bequeathed $10,000 to Victoria Col-
lege, (besides $22,000 previously
%iven by herself and Mr. Jackson)

10,000 to the Missionary Society,
$10,000 to the Superannuated Minis-
ters’ Fund of the Methodist Church
of Canada, and $4,000 to the Boys’
Home, Hamilton. Such deeds are
worthy of record, and commend
themselves to all who are in circum-
stances to emulate them.

EPISCOPAL METHODISTS.

OUR Episcopal Methodist brethren
are always ahead of the other Metho-
dist denominations in holding their
Annual Conférences, which are three
in nuinber, all confined to the Pro-
vince of Ontario. They are desig-
nated the Niagara, the Ontario, and
the St. Lawrence Conferences. The
sessions were held in the month of
May, at Springfield, Meaford, and
Iroquois, respectively. Bishop Car-
man, being the only bishop, was the
presiding officer at all the Confer-
ences. As Bishop Richardson had
so recently gone to his reward, his
successor felt his position to be the
more onerous, and in his opening
address he pronouncéd a noble
eulogy to his departed colleague.

Bishop Carman is a scholér and a
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gentléeman,.and as a graduate of our
Victoria University, we have felt no:
simall interest in watching his pro-
gress,until he has attained thehighest
position which the Church can confer.
The bishop speaks very hopefully
respecting the state of the Church of
which he is now the honoured head;
From the returns, we perceive that
there has been an increase in the
membership of each conference, of
more than 200, and in two of them,
ten young men have been received
as candidates for the ministry.

The Educational Institutions at
Belleville have an able treasurer and:
manager in the person of J. G.
Roberson, Esq. He reports having
some $30,000 received for the endow-
ment, and hopes soon to have $10.000
moie, Excéellent churcheshave also
been erected at Brockville and
Strathroy, and others are in course
of erection at Belleville and Picton,

We are pleased to find that our
friends are working their Sabbath
Schools very vigorously. Several
conventions have been held. It is
gratifying to report that in one con-
ference no lessthan 309 conversions
have taken place in the schools.

The last General Conference ap-
pointed the Rev. James Gardiner
Missionary Secretary. From'his re~
port we gather that the Mission
Board intend to push the mission
work with increased vigour, and that
probably before long a mission will
be commenced in Manitoba.

We regret that our friends do not
seem to be so much in favour of
Methodist union, as we view it, as
they once were. They seem to make
the Episcopacy a sine qua non; S0
also our Primitive Methodist breth-
ren insist that there shall be Lay
Representatien in all' the Courts, drid
each official ineéting shall elect its
own chairman, who may be eithera
minister or a layman. ‘We have no
quairel with our friends on these
mattérs of opinion ; but we do not
see much probability of union, when
any of the parties state, beforehand,
the only terms on which they will
consént to unite.



oo (08)

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

ANNIVERSAT.Y MEETINGS.

Of the sixty or seventy Sacieties
which hold theit Annual Meétings
during-the month-of May, chiefly in
Exeter Hall, London, we will. enu-
‘mérate those which belong to the
Wesleyan Church.

Missionary Society—The great
hall was crowded. long before the ap-
pointed hour. The platform was oc-
cupied by ministers and laymen from
all parts of the country, and several
tepresentatives from foreign lands.
An hour was occupied with a religi-
ous, service, which consisted of sing-
ing four of Charles Westey’s stirring
Missionary hymns, and a selection
from Mr. Sankey’s most popular
songs. Thusthe Missionary Meet-
ing was preceded by a good old-
fashioned prayer meeting, attended
by more than three thousand persons.
No:wonder that the whole service of
five hours was a season.of refreshing
from the presence.of the Lord.

The receipts for the year aggre-
gated over $920,000. The mission-
aries labour in Ireland, France,
Switzerland, Germany, Bavaria, Aus-
tria, Italy, Sicily, Spain, Portugal,
South and West Africa, West Indies,
China, India and Ceylon, and vari-
ous;parts: of Polynesia. In al} there
are 53€ missionaries, 111,000 mem-
bers, and 134,000: scholars, The
meeting is said to have been one of
the most cheering ever Lield. The
Loid Provost of Edinburgh presided,
and speeches of rare enthusiasm: and
great power were delivered by Dr.
Punshon, the Dean of Canterbury,
Professor Smith, M.P., the Revs. O.
McCutchen, john Hutcheson, John
Bedford, Samuel Coley, and W. O.
Simpson.. e

Four Annual Sermons are preach-
ed during the preceding week, and a
‘Missionary breakfast is-held.on.Sat:
urday morning, the proceeds ofwhich
always. go to the:Ghinamission;, then

on Sabbath, more than two hundred
sermons are preached in various
London churches, Al the services
were accompanied by a large degree
of spiritual power, indicative of the
pleasing fact that the religious life of
London has become much quickened;
indeed, a service is seldom held with-
out conversions taking place,

At the Missionary breakfast our
own noble Geo. Macdaugall occupied
no mean position, as he detailed, in
his own graphic style, what he had
seen effected by the Gospel among
the red men of the distant North-
west, '

Home Missions.—The object of
this snciety is to aid poor circuits,
extend the Gospel among the masses,
and especially aid the work of evan-
gelization in the army and havy
of England. Rev. C, Prest is Secre-
tary, and pursues his work with an
amount of zeal that is truly astonish-
ing, considering that he has been
nearly fifty years in the ministry.

From the report we learn that
ninety-three home missionary minis-
ters are employed. Twelve ministers
are Iabouring amongst the Wesley-
ans in the army and navy, and at
the garrisons of Dublin and Malta; -
eighty-five married ministers have
been sustained wholly, or in part,
during the year by the Home Mis-
sion Fund.; seventy-five Home Mis-
sion stations, having answered their
purposes, have been incorporated.in
the ordinary circuit arrangements;
sixty-nine inisters’ »houses have
been provided in connection with
the Home Mission stations, and du-
ring the last sixteen years grants
amounting to $50,000 have been
made from the Home Missionary
Fund to aid in furnishing two hun:
dred and thirty-four ministers’houses;
theincrease ofinembers on the Home
Missions is.six hundred and twenty-
four; six hundred. regular services
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have been established ; one hundred
and twenty-six cattage prayer meet-
ings are held every week ; seven hun.
dred and thirty classes of Church
members have been formed ; one hun-
dred and forty-nine Sabbath-schools
instituted, with an average attendance
of nine thousand three hundred and
twelve children ; ninety-two Bible
classes, and twenty-five day schools
have been fosmed ; .fifty-five thou-
sand eight hundred and eighty-three
domiciliary visits were paid by the
home missionaries during the year ;
the income from all sources is $156-
285, an increase of $7,585 over that
of the preceding year.

Mr. Prest gave a further viva voce
report, in which he called attention
to the marvellous growth of some
towns in England, rendering it ne-
cessary that vigorous means ‘Should
be adopted to supply the people with
the bread of life. The state. of the
villages was not forgotten, where
Ritualism so much abounds, in many
of which there are no Nonconformists
of any kind. He appealed earnestly
for mien of energy, “ not men who
must go home and sleep in their own
beds every night; and we do. not
want men who cannot sleep unless
itis in bed ; we want men who will
put up with roughing it, who will
take things as they find them, and
who, if sneéred at or pelted, will not
mind it." Speaking of the army, he
paid a noble tribute to the late Sir
Hope Grant, whose conversion to
Gog was thus effected: “ While re-
turning home one evening he came
upon some private soldiers who were
holding a prayer meeting. He stop-
ped to listen, and what he thcu heard
was the means used by the Holy
‘Spirit to lead him to accept Jesus
Christ as his Saviour., From that
fime his whole influence was used
for God's glory in his regiment, where
he conducted a Bible-class for years,
which was largely attended by his
men. He was a friend to total ab-
stinence, and présidéd at riany such
meetings in the camp:”

Stirring ‘addresses weie delivered
by Revs. Gervase Smith, G. S. Rowe,
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Dr. Jobson and others. Dr. Punshon
presided.  Dr. Jobson, in speaking
respecting 2 Home Missionary in
Lincolnshire, described his mode of
entering a village by singing, which
always drew a crowd to the barn, or
chapel, or wherever he was to-preach,
His mission had been so successful
that scores and hundreds had groan-
ed forredemption. Dr. J. had urged
the Missionary to take rest after
Thursday in éach week until the
Sabbath, but the earnest man said,
“ Sir, it is impossible ; the meetings
and service- increase in interest as
the week advances,and Friday even-
ings are generally my best evenings,
This is my timé of harvest; I can-
not stop, I must go on.” In one re-
gion of villages and hamlets, within
a week eighty persons had been con-
verted to Gr .

METROPOLI' "AN CHAPEL BUILDING
COMMITTEE..

Rev. Gervase Smith, M.A,, is Sec-
retary. The object of the Cominittee
is to erect new churches in London.
It was formed in 1861, since ‘which
time 44 churches, with 41,000 sittings,
have been érected; ico additional
churches are still needed, The Com-
mittee wants to- build five chuiches
per year. Mark Firth; Esq., a
wealthy member of the Methodist
New Connexion, presided. He ex-
pressed a hope- that the work of
Methodist Union would advance with
rapidity. Our readers will be-inter-
ested to know that Mr. Firth is
Mayor of ‘Sheffield. Hé isastaunch
Nonconformist, and takes an active
part in public matters. He erected
almshouses at Ranmoor; near Shef-
field, at anexpense of $130,000 ; pre-
sented the town with a public park
worth $150,000, and has promiséd
$75,000 for the erection of suitable
buildings in that town in connection
‘with the Cambridge Wniversity Ex-
tension Scheme. The Prince and
Princess of Wales havé-accepted an
invitatior. to- visit Sheffield at the
opening-of ‘the park, and their Royal
Highnesses will be the guests of the
Mayor. Revs. J. Walton, Frederick
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Greeves, Dr. Punshon, Lord Provost
of Edinbutgh, and Themas Moot,
Esq., addressed the meéting. An
effortis being made to raise $500,000,
$328,403 of which has been promised.
In addition to the erection of
-churches, the Committee secure sites
for future occupation, on some of
which temporary buildings for
public worship have been erected.
Grants are made, and loans ad-
vanced to aid Trustees. In allthése

ways a great impetus is given to the '

work of church building, but for
which, no such erections would be
made.

THE WESLEYAN TRAINING
© 'COLLEGES.

- This was the 22nd Annual Meet-
ing, at which the Right Hon. Lord
Napier and Ettrick presided. One
-of the colleges is for males and the
-other for females, in both of which
teachers are trained for Wesleyan
Day Schools. There are 131 males
and 1os females. The course ex-
tends over two years. There are go3
Connexional Day Schools, with 178,-
717 scholars.

——

‘For Several years past Rev. J.
‘Chilow has been sét apart to the
work of visiting Sabbath Schools.
His report is always eldborate, and
abounds with information of the
‘most vital' character. He has organ-
ized a Connexional Sunday School
Union, which promises to be the
means of doing immense good. The
S. S. Magazine has been made the
organ of the Union, and has a large
circulation. * 750 schools have al-
ready joined the Union, by the pay-
fnent of a small initiation fee. Cen-
tral premises for purely Sunday
School puiposes have been opened.
The prémises consist’ of a room for
the sale of Sunday School books.
‘There i$ a librai'y and'réading room.
Various rooms ‘are set apart for
_offices and committee meeting,, and
every imeans will be adopted to pro-
" secuté the Sabbath School work with

_vigour, There ar¢ not léss than |
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5,000 schools besides those which
have joined the Union. Towards
the outfit of the Union_ premises
$12,500 have been subscribed, $10,r
000 of which has been paid. The
Committee design to supply all their
schools with. every requirement at
the lowest possible price. -

‘WESLEYAN MINISTERS’ CHILDREN’S
MEETING.

A meeting of Ministers’ children is
held in London every year. Similar
meetings are also held in yarious
towns in the country, such as Man-
chester, Leeds, Sheffield; Newcastle,
but none are so numerously attended
as those in London, The object is
to draw such persons together and
createa feeling of brotherhood among
them. The meeting is managed. by
a Committee of the descendants of
ministers, some of whom are-minis-
ters themselves, and others laymen ;
some of the latter LHave attained to
positions of eminence. -An effort is
now making to form an association
in all the towns of England:where
ministers’ children reside, with a
view to aid one another asfar.as.pos-
sible in any way that they. mayneed.
Cases of real distress'have beenfound
out especially among the daughters,
where a-little help would. be of great
benefit. The Wesleyan ministers’
children ate.brought together in-early
life at Kingswood and Woodhouse
Grove Schools. Friendships.- are
then formed which are often lasting.
Others separate: when- they leave
school, and: seldoin-meet again. By
means of these annual meetings
friendships are renéwed, and the
interests of the Connexion.are greatly
promoted, for he -must be an un-
grateful pérson who will not feel
attached to-the Church-of his fathers
which has done so much for him.
Complaints are sometimes. .made
respecting ministers’ -children,. but
one speaker at the late meetingsaid,
‘that ninéteen out -of every. twenty
W?lsleyan ministers’ children - did
We " - . R B o

O
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THE STRANGERS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

Thid is one of 'the oldest institu-
tions of Methodism, and was founded
in 1790. The object contemplated
is to aid poor persons, who, by reason
of affliction or misfortune, may need
relief. There are a gieat number of
visitors, who report to a Committee
all cases that need'assistanee. Dur-
ing the year 14,171 visits were paid,
and 2,764 persons had been aided by

_{he distribution of $4,193: The So-

ciety does not confine itself to per-
sons of the Wesleyan Church,though
most of the visitors are Wesleyans,
‘but extend their labors over the entire
metropolis, a circuit of 122 miles.

London Lay Mission.—This Mis-
sioh employ 22 agents, male,and
female, who go. from house to House
in-quest of those who neglect public
worship. During the past year 75,-
162 visits were paid, 84,638 tracts
were put into circulation, 1,121 per-
sons were induced to attend public
worship, 378 of whom are meeting in
class, Drunkards have been re-
claimed, and not a few persons have
consented to close their shops on
Sundays. The Co-.mittee ask. for
an income of at least $12,000. So
much, is the work approved, that a
gentleman of another denomination
has agreed to give $500, if nine more
will do the same,

Methodism has always been con-
-sidered. weak in London, though
there are 28 circuits, on which 74

ministers are stationed, besides all .

the connexipnal officers. A minis-
ters’ meeting is held montkly ; from
the report of the last, we find that in
all the circuits there are 21,199 mem-
bers, and 1,055, on trial; thereisa
net increase of 578 for the year,
though there has been received dur-
ing the year 2,518, The population
of the city is increasing at a rapid
zate.. .

Vast efforts are put forth by .all
denominations to provide church ac-
commodation in the metropolis,.and
all more or less pay great atjention

o mission work. Our readers will
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be interested with a brief synopsis of
the LoNDON CITY MISSION, which
was founded in 1837, and now has a
subscription list amounting to $214,-
349. Four hundred and eighteen
missionaries are employed, some of
whom have a special work, but most
have a district of 500 families, whom
they visit regularly, and hold meet-
ings for prayer and Scripture exposi-
tion, besides preaching in the opén
air, distributing tracts, visiting fac-
tories, shops, and hospitals. The
bakers, the coachmen in Bayswater;
the drovers and omnibusmen, in
Islington ; the city policemen afd
soldiers, have each two missionaries,
The letter-carriers and the night
cabmen have each two missionaries,
The day cabinen and the Welsh
have -each three missionaries. There
are four missionaries who Jlabour
among the sailors and employees in
four several docks. There are nine
missionaries to foreigners, viz., two
to Germans, two to Jews, one to
foreign sailors in certain docks, one
to the Asiatics, one to the Danes
and Swedes, one to-the French and
one to the Italians. There are also
eleven missionaries to public houses
and coffee shops, one of whom has
an organization of eight men, whom
he sends forth two and two, on
Saturday nights, to sell Bibles. or
portions thereof at cost, in the public
houses of the district, and these un-
paid agents have sold hundreds of
copies. '
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

The Guardian gave a lengthened
report of the late Convocation at
Victoria College, and Whitby Female
College, to which we refer our read-
ers, The report of McGill College
and Wesleyan Theological College
at Montreal has not reached us.

Syracuse University (Methodist),
has, weshould think, a prospect.of
usefulness, though its debt is re-

orted. at $109,000; an offer of
75,000 has been made towards re-

_moving, this incubus, Theé endow-

‘ment amounts to $400,000. .
The graduating class Drew “T1ikbn
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logical Seminary, for the present
season, contains the names of 17
persons, two of whoin are foreign
missionaries. An Alumni dall is
about to be erected at a cost of
$20,000. A missionary meeting was
recently held 12 connection with
 Drew,” which was addressed by an
American, a Frenchman, and a
Macedonian——all students in the
Seminary. ATlovefeast was also held
which was a reéason long to be re-
membered. It is intended in future
that there shall be only three theo-
logical classes, the junior, middle,
and senior. The entire teaching
power of the Institution will thus be
concentrated upon the proper work
of a theological seminary. Itissaid
that during the past year there have
been more students in this seminary
than in any other theological institu-
tion on the continent. Such is the
demand for admission, that the dcr-
mi: wries, though crowded, can yield
no further accommodation.

Faith Training College is the title
of an Institution in Boston. Its pur-
pose is annoinced to be to train
those unable to pursue a thorough
course of study in the denominational
seminaiies, but who desire to fit
themselves for the widest efficiency
as lay workers (male and female), in
Sunday School instruction, exhorta-
tion, Bible exposition, by preaching,
or home and foreign missionary
Jabour, The instruction is to be given
in English. 'The new College is
endowed with the many exceeding
great precious promiseés of Him who
stands pledged to supply =il our
need. '

The Central Tennessee Collége—
a Northern Methodist Coloured Insti-
tution in Nashville—held its exami-
nations recently, and they are re-
ported satisfactorily. Drs. Rust and
Rutledge delivered addresses, the
latter dissuading the coloured people
from ernigration, and exhorting them
to work and get an education—good
advice. There aré 25, preparing for
the ministry, 8s. teaching in the
Normal departmént, 300 have beéen
sént out in four years. Mr. Hugh
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Meharry, of Indiana, gave $10,000
toward the endowment of the Col-
lege. The degree of D.D;: was con-
ferred on Rev. David Rutledge,
Central Ohio Conference; and on
Rev. C. C. McCabe, New York Con-
ference ; and: the title of LL.D. on
Bishop Gilbert Havén, of the M. E.
Church., .

Pennsylvania University has re-
ceived a legacy of $500,000 from a .
Mr., Towne, which is to be applied
towards the salaries of the professors.

THE UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH.

e

We have received the Missionary
Report of this Church for the past
year. Its head-quarters is Dayton,
Ohio, U. S. The Church consists
of forty-three Annual Conferences,
one of which is in Ontario., There
are Missions in all these Conferences,
besides Foreign Missions in Ger-
many, Africa and the Pacific coast.
The allowances are exceedingly
small, inasmuch as the salary of one
of- the Superintendents is only $400.
There are three hundred and thirteen
missionaries, and the average salary
is only $284 7o. The total income
is $62,846 03, or thirty-one cents per
member. A periodical is published
called the Misszonary Visifor, which
has a circulation of forty-one thou-
sand. A Female Missionary Society
is recommended to take the over-
sight of the Woman’s Missionary
Movement in the Church.
 The Adam Clarke Memorial—
During the latter years of Dr. Adam
Clarke, he took great interest in the
evangelization of the Shetland Isles,
and laboured in a variety of ways for
the Wesleyan Missions established
there. It is now intended to erect
in the town of Lerwidk, iwhich is on
the principalisland, a chuich, schools,
vestries, and :ninister’s-house, to béar
the above-title. The éntire cost is to
be $i6,410, only Gi2,000 of which
has yet been promiséd. An appeal
is made through the colimns of the
Waichmai and Recordér for the bal-
ance, ‘which we hopé the Tovers of
Methodisi will soon eontribute,
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PRIMITIVE METHODISTS. |

We are writing “Religious Intelli-
gence” onr the day when our brethren
are opening their Conference, We
see that the editor of the' Primitive
M ethodist, in England, writes rather
tartly respecting the informal Con-
ference recently held at Toronto,
and calls upon the brethren to be
true to the Church at Home, promis-
ing them continued: help.  The
writer does not say one word about
the misappropriation of money in
supporting rival interests in small
places. .

The Missionary Committee in Ca-
nada lately resolved to-ask the Eng-
lish Conference to send a minister
.of experience to visit the stations in

bt
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Canada and stay some time in the
country. They report an increase
of members on the Missions of three
hundred-and eight, and an increase
of ordinary income amounting to
$456 11,

There is a2 Conference of Primitive
Methodists in the Eastern .States of
America, which met last April, from
which we learn that the increase in
the number of members is two hun-
dred and ninety four, and that during
the religious services held at the
Conference, fifty-seven persons found
peace in believing, A large church
has been erected at Brooklyn, which
is likely to be of great utility to the
denomination. _

BOOK NOTICES.

The Wise Men of the Easty Who
they were, and how théy. came fo
Ferusalem. By FRaNCIS W. Up-
HAM, LL.D, New York: Nelson
& Phillips; Toronto: S. Rose.
12mo., pp. 253.

THIS is a very able discussion of
one of the most interesting problems
of the New Testament. The ques-
tions asked on the title page ot the
work are, we think, fairly met and
satisfactorily answered. Medizval
Legend has identified the Wise Men
as the “Three Gipsy Kings, Gaspar,
Melchior and Belshazzar,” and in
their honour rises the mighty and
unfinished minster of Cologne on the
Rhine. But our author gives them
a nobler pedigree and a grander re-
aown: “Kings indéed they were—of
God anointed !—Sovereigns in the
realm of Truth,” He traces back
their lineage to the ancient Magi of
Iran, who preserved; amid Zoroas-
trian Corruptiuns, traditions of the
primitive religion of the race. The

argument is one of cumulative power,
The evidences of pure theism in the
ancient Persian and modern Parsee
faith are cited. Among the Persian
Magi resident in Babylon, the He-
brew oracles were cherished, and the
Jews of the Captivity and the pro-
phecies .of Daniel kept alive the
anticipations of the kingly Deliverer,
the Star out of jacob that should
arise in Judea. The Seventy Weeks
of Daniel gave the proximate time
of His appearing.. The entire East
was waiting in the attitude of expec-
tation for His coming. In.the very
year of Christ’s birth, as Kepler and
other astronomers have demonstra-
ted, an extraordinary conjunction of
the planeéts jupiter, Saturn and Mars
took place, which would strikingly
arrest the attention of the star-gazing
seers of the East. A similar con-
junction of plariets otccurred in 1572
and in 1604, in éach case followed
by the appearance of a new star in
the heavens, Képler, and our author
with him, conceive that a similar
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phenomenon might have followed the
conjunction of the Annus Domini;
and find that it would have led: the
Persian or Chaldean Pilgrims directly
toward Bethlehem, Such s, in brief,
the argument of the work; but it
is wrought out with great amplitude
of statement, and by strict logical

rocesses. The author is deeply
imbued with the spirit of oriental-
ism. His portraiture of scenery
and characters is graphic, and his
insight into motives and principles is
piercing and philosophic. The book
1s a valuable contribution to popular
exegesis of Holy Scripture.

France and England in Novth Amer-

. Zca. A series of Historical Narra-
tives. Part First. Zhe Pioneers of
France in the New World. By
Francis PARKMAN, Eleventh
Edition. 1874. Boston: Little,
Brown & Co. 8vo. pp. xxii., 427.
Steel portrait and map.

IN his series of works under the
above title, Parkman tells the ro-
mantic story of French colonization
and exploration in the New World.
It is-one of fascinating interest, and
it has lost none of its charm through
the manner of its treatment by the
accomplished historian. Every Ca-
nadian ought to be familiar with
these volumes. Nowhere else, un-
less he have access to the original
documents, can he get such a full
and vivid portraiture of the storied
past of his own country. We shall
feel that we are doing a patriotic as
well as a literary service if we can
induce many-of our readers.to enter
upon the study of this important and
interesting phase of the history of
their native or adopted land. We
purpose reviewing consecutively
these books, and by their aid pre-
senting to our readers sketches, as
graphic as we-can portray, of some
of the principal Canadian historic
characters of ‘that early period and
of their heroic achievements. We
hope thus to.give a-distinctively na-
tional flavour to-our Magazine,and to-
stimulate an intelligent. acquaintance:
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with our country’s past. The first
volume of this series coasists of two
parts; the former desgribing the
Huguenot occupation of Florida, and.
the latter the adventures of Cham-
plain and his associates.

“TLe story of New France,” says
Parkman, “opens with a tragedy.
The political and religious enmities,
which were soon to bathe Europe in
blood, broke out with an intense and.
concentrated fury in the distant
wilds of Florida.” Coligny and his
fellow Huguenots essayed to huild
up a colonist France in America, but
the effort was thwarted by a bloody
massacre. The bigotry of the Span-
iards, who had planted a colony at
St. Augustine, was aroused. It was
resolved that the Huguenot heretics
must be extirpated. The task was
accomplished with only too ruthless
success, Ninehundred hapless Pro-
testants were butchered and the
derisive inscription affixed to a tree:
‘These wretches have not been thus
treated because they were French-
qmen, but because they were heretics
and the enemies of God.’ They
were ter1ibly avenged by their coun-
tryman, De Gourges. Like a Nemesis
of wrath, he fcll upon the Spanish
garrison on the very scene .f the
massagre, put diem to the S\gord or
hanged them on trees, on which was
emblazoned the retributive legend:
‘1 do-this, not as unto Spaniards, but
as unto' traitors, robbers and mur-
derers.” So ended in blood French
Protestant colonization in America.”

The noble career of Champlain,
the founder of Quebec and father of
French colonization in Canada, and
the discoverer of lakes Huron, Sim-
coe, Ontario, and that which bears
his name, will be made the subject
of a spedial article: .

God’s Word through Preaching. By
Rev. JoHN HALL; D.D. Metho-
dist Book Room; Toronto.

DR, John Hall, of New York, is
one-of the most popular ministers of
e rtesent day. His congregation
is one of he largest and most
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opulent of that city. They brought
him from Ireland ‘some years ago,
guaranteeing to him a saldry of
$6,000 in gold, and th=y haverecently
erected a church at the outlay of one
million of dollars. So fat as wecan
judge, the Doctdr richly deserveshis
well-earned fame. He is not famous
as an author, but as a preacher he
greatly excels, and deserves to be
heard when he discourses on his
favourite theme. .

The book named at the head of
this article contains ten lectures,
recently delivered before the Theo-
logical Department of Yale College,
in connection with the Lyman
Beecher Lectureship on Preaching,
which lectureship was founded by
Mr. Henry W. Sage, of New
York city, with the sum of $19,000.
Some eminent minister of ore or
other of the evangelical denomina-
tians is to be selected to deliver such
a course of lecins~c annnally;  Rev.
H. W. Beecher has already-delivered
two courses. -

We wish that some of our wealthy
men in Canada would confer similar
favours on our various Theological
Institutions as Mr. Sage has done
for Yale.. It would be money well
expended.

Toreturn to thebook. Theauthor
does not claim to have attempted to
be either ornate or profound. He
ivas assured that he might draw upon
his own expérience as much s he
thought proper, and that to do so
would be more acceptable than
otherwise. Hence, hé has acted
upon this suggestion, and has given
many illustrations from wbat he has
seen'in his own mdnistrations. Dr.
Hall first explains the position of
ministers as pastors, Jistinguishing
between them and evangelists. He
dwells at great length upon the
method to be pursued in order to be
successful in this.important relation-
ship. He urges his young brethren
to be very particular relative to the
performance of pastoral duties, and
reminds them that the apostles
taught the people fromn house to
house.
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Relative to the preparation of sér-
mons there is some wholesome
advice: The Doctor recommends
wri‘*en sermons, but, not to be read
in the pulpit. He'is of opinion, that
unless this plan be adopted there
will necessarily be great redundancy,
whereas a sermon carefully written
will necessarily be pruned down,
until it contains nothing more-than
is necessary. An allusion is made
to an eminent D.D., who has re-
cently been very outspoken against
written sermons, when it is more
than hinted that the said D.D. has
attained his present eminence after
having been a sermon writer for a
Gaarter of a century, and doubtless,
has so acquired the habit of con-
secutive thinking, that he can now
preach without much writing. Dr.
Hall is of opinion that a sermon
carefully written need not occupy
much time in impressing it on the
memory before delivering, as he
would not commit verdasinz, only the
substance, leaving the words to come
of themselves. : N

Dr. Hall, as might he supposed,
strongly urges all ministers to be
well read; and reminds his. hearers
that “the man Christ Jesis was
never criticised for lack of propriety,
but, on the contrary, that his know-
ledge of ‘letters’ excited the amaze-
ment of his hearers.” Of course he
knows how difficult it is for minlstets
sometimes to procure the necessary
books, or even to secure time for
their perusal, and here he draws
from his own reminiscences when
he began-in a humble spheré, and
did not receive even $500 per year.
In particular, he would have min-
isters to understand the Romar
Catholic controversy, and be well
able to refute its erroneous notions.
At the same time Dr. Hall does nct
recommend controversial preaching.
He would have ministers to act as
heéralds, proclaim the truth, and sel-
dom mention the names-of suchymen
as Darwin, Tyndall, or any of :the:
sceptical philosophers.of the.day;.of
whom: the inass:of our eongiegations
know little and.care less. ’ ~
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The lecturer has little faith ih what
are sometimes -called “special ser-
mons.” He would have the truth
delivered as a whole; and -in every
sermon, more or less, let there be a
portion for young men.and maidens,
as well as fathers, not forgetting
the children. Of course he would
have sermons prepared suitable for
such occasions as.the Lord’s Supper,
and Missions; but for funerals or
special sermons to young men, he
has little favour.

In the lecture on “The Preaching
required by the Times,” there is a
great amount of sound wisdom.
This lecture.is well worth the price
of the book, and might be read with

profit again and again, The con-
cluding lecture on” “Qur Sources of
Power;” abounds with. encourage-;
ment to those -engaged in the great
work of calling sinners to repentance;
and will tend greatly to cheer such
as may be tempted to despond.

‘We have read this volume with
great pleasure and profit. The book
may well be called, “God’s Word,
through Preaching;” for the great
object of Dr. Hall seems to be, to
let young ministers understand what
a grand book they have to explain,
and how they may draw their
strongest arguments and most pow-
erful illustrations from this divine
treasury. E. B,

NOTES ON LITERATURE, &ec., &ec.

LITERATURE,

A Nxw monthly magazine, in the
English language, has been started
at Stuttgart, whose English title will
be Over Land and Sea.

—Mr. Farrar, whose ¢ Life of Christ”
has had such .a wonderful success,
will, it is said, shortly write .4 L#fe
of St. Paul.

—Mr. Gerald Massey ‘will shortly
publish a work entitled “ Myths Ex-
posed.” It will be a contribution to
the great religious controversy.
—The Duke of Argyleis said to be
engaged.on awork which will shortly
appear .under the title of Law and
Theolagy.

—M. Thiers is occupied in writing
another important work, entitled
“ Histoire de I’ Art,” from notes col-
lected - during his late tourin Italy.
—Mr. Hepworth Dixon has in pre-
paration a new work on America.
The gradual decadence of the half-
breeds.will form a prominent'topic of
the volume.

—The Athenaum says there seems
to be a public taste for Mr. Hain
Friswell's writings. The first series

-sf “The Gentle Life” is in a twenty-
first édition, and it sees no reason
why his new work Tke Betler Selj,
“should not sell equally well. Itis
quite as full of platitudes.”

—ZEdgar Quinet, who died in France
recently, was the author of a large
number of worke, among the most
celebrated of which are a mystical
drama, Ahasuerus; ZLes Fesuites
(written in conjunction with Miche-
let) ; La Revolution religieuse en
XIXeme Siecle: and the Philo-
sophy of French History.

—The larger part of the third edition
of Mr. Moncure D. Conway’s Sacred
Aunthology has been purchased, says
the Acade:ny, by an English gentle-
man, and presented to the Brahmo-
Somaj of India. In tonsequence of
this Mr. Conway will at -once bring
out a fourth edition, which will cgn-
tain a new and extended preface.
This work has also-run through two
editions in America, and is already
largely used as alectionary in theistic
pulpits both in America and England.
—The Dean of St. Paul's and Mr,
Beresford Hope have issued the
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prospectus of the Church Quarterly,
which is to be “a‘sound high-class
periodical, setting forth the results of
real study and reflection on the
highest of all subjects, in‘such a
manner as to be worthily repre-
sentative of the teaching and posi-
tion of the Church of England.”
The papers will, as a rule, be signed
with the name of the writers, but
anonymous contributipns will not be
absolutely prohibited. The Rev. J.
G. Cazenove, D.D., has consented to
undertake the officc of editor.

—It is stated that Mr. Swinburne
received fifty pounds for a little lyric
entitled “Love laid his sleepless
head,” which was introduced into a
version of “The Merry Wives of
Windsor.” Nor isthis a remarkable
sum now-a-days. Tennyson's price
for a short poem is one huddred
pounds, and Robert Buchanan re-
ceived the same sum for a few little
puems which recently appeaied in
Cassell's Magaszine, and which are
said to have been composed in three
days. Mr. Buchanan writes poetry
as quickly as most authors write
prose.

—The late Dr. Merle D’Aubigne,
who occupied bis later years with a
“History of the Reformation in
Europe in the Time of Calvin,” a
continuation of his “ History of the
Reformation of the Seventeenth Cen-
tury,” had published up to his death
only a part of the work. It was
completed, however, and the sixth
volume will soon be published in this
country by Robert Carter & Brothers.
The seventh and eigth volumes will
follow. Of the greater work pro-
bably half a million copies have been
sold, for it has been published in
many languages and in countless
editions since its issue in 1833,
—The subject of woman’s work is
about to receive fresh light from a
volume entitled “Sex in Industry.”
The author is Dr. Azel Ames, and
the material is an enlargement of the
authors section of Massachusetts
Labour Burcau Report, said section
being devoted to “ Special Effects of
Certain forms of Employment upon
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Female Health.” There was but
little investigation required in this
department of science to develop
some startling facts, .all of -which
will be presented in Dr. Ames’sbook. »
—The Berlin correspondent of the
New York 77ibune speaking of Leo-
pold von Ranke says that he “may
not be the greatest of German his-
torians, but he is one of the greatest ;
and he has perhaps preserved as fair
a degiee of independence as could
be expected. His style is good,
though less graphic than that. of
Raumer and Treitschke ; but in com-
prehensive principles and mastery of
details it is 1emarkable. Just now
he is writing little, but is superin-
tending the publication of a new
edition of his wurks. A friend of
mine latcdy called upon him, and

observed : ¢ W¢ll, professor, I suppose

you wotik as hard as ever in your old
age?’ ‘Yes, replied the veteran,
tenderly—* yes, my wife is-dead now,.
you see, and 1 have less annoyance,
and can accomplish more.’”

—A periodical of a wholly novel
character has just been started at
Liegnitz in Germany. It.is called
The Anticritic (Der Antitritiker),
and its object is ta give authors an
opportunity of answering adverse
reviews and criticising their critics.
Hostile criticism: and. inappreciative
criticism are, it would seem, the two
enemies which are checking the free
expansion of literary activity in
Germany ; and as authors are gen-
erally somewhat exacting personages,
the critics are likely to have a bad
time-of it. Herr Nehring, the editor,
will publish all. communications
which are paid for, those only ex-
cepted which might involve him in a
libel suit ; and he looks forward:to a
‘healthy result to literature from this
new experiment,. “since the vital air
of allintellectual activity is Freedom,
and nothing but Freedom.”

—Hans Christian Andersen com-
p'eted his seventieth year on the 2nd
of April, and a Copenhagen letter
says thar the occasion was embraced
by all hi. admirers and friencs, not
only in Denmark, but all over the
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world, to show the old poet how dear
he is to them. On the st of April
he was fetched by one of the Royal
carriages to a private audience of the
King, who with his own hand gave
him the Grand Cross of the Danne-
brog, while the Queen and Princess
Thyra presented him with some
magnificent bouquets. On the 2nd
the Crown Prince and the other
Princes of the Royal family called
on the old poet, while deputations
from all parts of the country suc-
ceeded one another, among these the
Committee which. has collected fiinds
to raise him a statue in one of the
public gardens, and another from his
native town, Odense, the chief town
on the island of Fuhnen. Among
‘the presents which- Mr. Andersen
received, was abook which contained
his tale. “ A Mother’s History,” trans-
lated into fifteen languages. During
the day telegrams from all parts of
the world kept pouring in, several
from distant parts of the world;
even her Royal Highness the Prin-
cess of Wales had remembered the
friend of hér childhood.

ART,

—It is said that Gustave Dore is to
receive $50,000 for a series of designs
for Capell’s new edition of Shakes-
peare.

—A; monumert is about to-he-erected
in Stockholin to Scheele, the great
Sweedish . chemist, who discovered
chlorine, baryta, tartaric acid, and
glycerine. His greatest discovery,
however, was oxygen, which he iso-
lated in the course of his own inde-
pendent researches in 1777 ; but the
honour of prior discovery belongs to
Priestly, the great English: chemist.
A monument is also-to be -erected in
Brussels, to Quetelet, the illustrious
statistician.

—Recent occurrences will give in-
terest to Spain. “Art Remains and
Art Realities, Painters, Priests, and
Princes ; being notes of  things. seen
and of opinions formed during three
years’ residence in that country.” By
H. Whilis Barclay, M.D:, two volumes,
post 8vo. Of the author’s alliterative
title, “ Princes and, Priests” typify,

95

.

no doubt, the present topics of in-
terest in the Peninsula, while the
glories of the past are feflected in;
the renown of its “ Painters.” They
all find due commemoration in Dr.
Barclay’s well-filled pages.

—Mr. Gladstone’s pictures, as well as
the collection of pottery and porce-
lain, are announced for sale. The
pictures include about one hundred
specimens in the Spanish, Italian,
Dutch and English schools, together
with many valuable engravings.
There are also bronzes and marbles.
The pottery and porcelain consist
of choice English and Eoreign speci-
mens ; and it is said that the sale
will include a quantity of ornamental
furniture of the time of Louis XV,
together with old German and Italian
silver-gilt plate.

SCIENCE.

—Out of a total of one hundred and
forty-threé minor planets discovered
up to this time, ninety-seven have
been discovered in Europe, forty-one
in America, and five in Asia.
—New editions of “The Microscopic
Dictionary,” of Drs. Griffith and Hen-
frey, and Dr. Carpenter’s work on
“The Microscope,” have appeared,
“posted up” to the present require-
ments of science.

—*“The Fragmentary Papers on Sci-
ence and:other Subjects,” by the ven-
erable physician, the late Sir Henry
Holland, are edited by his son, and
contain: articles of purely scientific
subjects, as Astronomy, Electricity,
etc., as well as others.on Metaphysi-
cal and- ethical topics. L
—The Agassiz Memorial Fund of
$300,000 is said to be nearly raised.
The “ Teachers’ and pupils ’ fund?”
alone exceeds $9,000. The fund has
been accepted by the- President and
Fellows of Harvard College, for the
use of the Museum of comparative
Zoology fourded by Agassiz. The
continuous growth of the Museum:is
thus assured. |

—The armour-clad twin-screw ship
Alexander,recently launched at Chat-
ham by the Prince -of Wales, is con-
sidered the most powerful sea-going
ship of war ever built or buii ing,

1
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She carries twelve and fourteen
inches of plating, and is expected to
attain.a speed of fourteen knots an
hour. Her armament will consist of
twelve twenty-five ton guns and
twelve of eighteen tons. It is said
that there is no ship in any other
navy which could dare to challenge
her, though in size she is surpassed
by the British ship Minotaur. The
latter is of 10,627 tons, while the
Alexander is but g,500. A sister
ship to be named the Temeraire is
building.

Music.

—TFranz Abt, the well-known com-
poser of many beautiful songs, is
about to visit London for the purpose
of giving a series of grand concerts.
—Dr. Von Bulow’s final recital in
London prior to his departurg for
America was given on the 14th inst.
The great German pianist may be
expected on this side of the Atlantic
very shortly.

—Messrs. A, & S. Nordheimer have
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published a soprano song entitled
“Watching.” The music 1s by Mr.
F. H. Torrington, and the words by
Mr, W. W. Wakelam, of Toronto.
The air is simple, and capable of
being made effective, while the words
have a natural and easy flow.

—Miss Frederike Rokohl recently
gave a concert at Steinway Hall,
New York, for the purpose of dis-
playing the extraordinary compass
of her voice. The 77ibune says that,
“In a series of variations on the
¢ Carnival of Venice’ she professes to
go from G below the staff to the
octave B above, an extent of three
octaves and a third, being a major
third higher than any other singer of
whom we have any knowledge, and
a fifth higher than the extreme range
of most of ine best soprano voices.
The seven or eight upper notes are
peculiar in quality, correct in inton-
ation, and.not at all shrill, though as
they really lie outside the limit of
musical expression they cannot be

called altogether pleasant.”

Tabular Record of Recent Deaths.

“ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of Mis saints.”

NAME. RESIDENCE. CIRCUIT. AGE! DATE.

John Ward.......... Metcalf .. .... Napier, Ont...| 53 [Féb, 14, 1875
Levi Foster...........| Amherstburg..} Colchester,Ont.} 64 |April16; ,,
Robert Jackson...... Miramichi....| Miramichi;N.B.| 76. |Feb, »
Anne Davison.........| Sackville,.. .. Sackville, N.B..| .. |April 30, ,,
Joseph Tweedie, Sen..| Miramichi. ...| Miramichi,N.B.} 85 |Feb, ",
Isaac Cushman....... Miramichi. ...} Miramichi,N.B.| 73 |April »
Fanny Stotesbury.....| Uxbridge.. ....[ Uxbridge, Ont..| 30 | ,, 27, ,,
C. McD. Trenaman...| Three Rivers..| Three Rivers...| 30 iMay 8, ,,
William Willmot......| Toronto...... Toronto 1st,Ont} 69

John Reddin......... Windsor....... Windsor, N.S...| 33 | ,, 12, -,
Daniel York.......... Mill Village. ..{ Parrsboro’, N.S.| 75 | ,, 11, ,,
Giles Hawkins.. .... ..} White Sands..] Murray.larbour| 73

David Smith......... Brampton.....| Bramptor. Ont.!81 | ,, 12, ,,
Rev. R, L. Tucker....! Port Rowan...! .......... ...|.. »n 23 5
Rev. R. Reynolds.....! Kippen....... Kippen, O by 23, 0,
Thomas Godwil.. ... . T 65 (Mar. 4; ,
Elwin Folsome....... B I Ty 21 | 4, 12,
Mary Mainr.......... Egreniont.....| Holstein, O....| 28 |April10, ,,
Abraham Steele...... Dunmfries.. ....| Mount Pleasant| 72 |May 10, ,,
John McRae, Sen....! Mormiss....... Wingham, O....| 78 |April 5, ,,




