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880 XVL PORT HOPE, Oxr., MARCH 15, 1882. No. 8.

- Lecture by R. W. Bro. Klotz to the Lodges in the City of Hamilton,
R on 13th January, 1882.

B WorsuipruL SiRS AND BrereREN:— | informed themselves upon the princi-

B Who, I would ask, does not always | Ples of Freemasonry, and who live
8 f:c1 pleaced to meet his brethren in ﬁnd actfuponhtheﬁa%e, it is & well
B ihat hallowed place within the saored | SOWR act that the Lodge possssses
B8 10 tyled walls of onr temple, the t}wse peculiar charms and atirac-
Be10dge? Who, again I would ask, tions. L .
2% iocs not, ab the moment he enters| Freemasonry is said to be mysteri-
B o Tiodge, feel as if he were suddenly | 0us, and 8o it is in various respects,
B translated into another sphere, remo- | if contrasted or compared with any
Bved from the toils and cares, the con- other institution; but to him who
B 1:ntion and strife, the prejudices and | really knows Freemasonry. it has ceas-
B8 nirigues of the outer world, into s |ed to possess any mystery. He who
o region where peace, harmony’ frater- has drawn 88.1(16 that veil ?hlﬁh ob-
B ity, equality, truth, sincerity and soured and hid that noble science; and.
88 iwro love reign supreme. who has viewed it in all its splendor
| 1t is not, my brethren, an empty and mggmﬁcenoe,—-—.to him Freema-
B8 uying, that the Lodge possesses pe- | 80BIY is not mysterious, but, on the
& olin attractions and charms. These | contrary, a bright, shining and fally
Waliractions and oharms are founded | revealed science.
&5 Upon reglities, upon pleasures, enjoy-| If, for instance, we compare the
8 ments, instructions, and benefits, no- | history of Freemasonry with that of
¥ vhere else to be found in such an un- | science, we must admit of an anom-
o alloyed, pure and perfeot condition as | ally. Freemasonry, without territo-
®ina Magonic Lodge. For the unini- | rial possessions, without any other
@ tisied it is impossible to comprehend | coercive power than that of morali
¥ ihis; but this is not sarprising, be- | and virtue, has survived the wreck of
§ cause Freemasonry being a sciencs, a | mighty empires, and resisted the deg-
g lnowledge of its systefn can only be | troving hand of time, The Jews,
g stquired by a-systemstic study, sided | God's favored people, into-whose ous-

giod our noble science, who have well | nificent and stapendous structare,
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kDy proper indtruction. To those {tody Masonry was entrusted: by its - -
fbrethron, howewer, who have not re- | Divine Anthor, where ars they now? -
mained sontented: with kavizg been | A race of wanderers, scattered over -
initiated, bt who-have carefiilly stud- | the face of the.globe. Andthatmag-:
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the Temple, —at once their glory and :

the admiration of thé world,—where '
ig it now? Not onestone is left upon |
another.  Babylon, in her day the
queen of nations, has fallen, never to
rise again. Egypt, with her kings E
and philosophers; classic Greece and
imperial Rome, we now find but occu-
pying & page in the history of the
world.

But Freemasonry, afthis moment,
shines throughout the world with as
bright and undiminisked a lustre as
when first revealed by God to man! '

Sages and legislators have not dis-
dained to join our Order; princes and
potentates have exchanged the sceptre
for the trowel and gavel, and ranged
themselves under our banner. |

No trials, no persecutions, no ana- '
themas, will be able to destroy the
principles of Freemasonry. The rains
may descend, the floods may come, '
the winds may beat and blow vehem-
ently against our institution, yet it

the church separate men, and make
them enemies; Freemasonry will unite
and fraternize them. Freemasonry
unites all men, without regard to reli.
gion, country o- rank.  All subjecis
which have a tendency to purely civil
matters, narrow the sphere of action;
but, passing beyond those limits, man
stands upon & vast,a free and a grand
field.

That grand spiritual building which
‘we a8 Freemasons are erecting, ig the
grand edifice of Humanity! It is a
grand work, a noble undertaking.

All discrepancies and wants of
mankind can and may address them-
selves for relief to this invisible insti-
tute, which thinks and cares for them,
helping where it can help, without
obliging the recipient to thanks. As
if coming from a cloud, the helping
hand appears; and, without being
recognized, it withdraws into that
cloud.

Brethren, how pleasant it is to im-

will stand firm and impregnable, be- | agine & society of men acting in sil-
cause, like the wise man’s house, it is | ence, consulting for the welfare of
founded upon & rock. Its principles | mankind,—a society where work it-
are coevel with the history of the  self is in some mcasure a secret, but
world, and they manifest themselves | at which they labor as on an endless
wherever civilization exiets. "plan.  Where is there a worthier or

In a Masonic Lodge discussions on ! nobler pursuit for a society than that
religiousor political subjects are strict- | of promoting the welfare of mankind?
ly prohibited; and because those tws ; Freemasonry standing upon that sum-
great subjects are excluded the outer ' mit, she is that for which at all times
world Jooks upon Treemasonry as past all the good men have striven,
something very mysterious. Those ~without infringing apon the rights of
people cannot conceive that a society | eitker state or church. Freemasonry
can be of any consequence which ex- 'is, as it were, the heart of mankind;
cludes discussions upon politics or re- ! and we pray, let that golden age that
ligion—or, in other words, upon state ; lives 1: all our hearts be bronght
and churech. But we, my brethren, | down to those free souls that belong
know that Freemasonry looks beyond | to her, that are elevated above all dis-
the narrow limits of particular insti- ' tinction and sectarian spirit, and who
tutions, whether civil or religious, and | all worship at the altar of Humanry!
views in every son of Adam & brother ' Compare that which Freemasonry
of the:dust. We have a higher and ! has created a3 creates, with that
nobler subject which claims our atten- ! which is produced by the arfist, and
tion, than that of arguing about mat- ! what do wefind?  The painter pro-
ters of state, with its strongly opposed | duces his picture, the sculptor his
parties; or about matters of church, | statue, the architect his doine; the
with its ereeds and dogmas; either of { poet his song, the composer his music;
which. subjects create more or less | but colors fade, monumehnts ‘are de-
feelings of avimosity. The state and | molished, buildings tuinble down,
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) gongs becoms mute, and sounds pass
3 away; only that which Freemasonry

B oreated and creates—souls that are

: R which is true, beautifal and sublime,

B il never perish; the temple of Hu-

B manity will never fall into ruin, so
B |ong a5 men exist upon this earth,and
3! ;) long as the breath of God does not
BB permit the holy fire of love towards
BN Him and towards their fellow men to
B [ccome extinguished in their hearts.
B8 Tho materials which we as Free-
B masons employ in the erection of our
[ crand  spivitual edifice are of the
MBA crandest, noblest, and most sublime
¥ ind. The foundation consists of
BB Brotherly Liove, Relief and Truth; the
B superstructure is raised by the prac-
% 15 of the four cardinal virtues: Tem-
g nerance, Fortitude, Prudence, Justice.
B [ts threo grand supporting pillars are
% Wisdum, Strength and Beaaty. The
BS ornaments are the chief attributes of
g5, noble mind, Virtue, Homnor and
{Mercy. The furniture is formed by
R Musio, Poetry and Eloquence. Among

2] iberty and liquality. That stupen-
B8 dous edifice is erowned with the theo-
Elogical virtues, Faith, Hope and Cha-
gRrity.  Charity, my brethren, in its
B most comprehensive application; not
BBonly in the sense in which it is kind,
¥ —that is, in the practice of benevo-

lits valued treasures are Fraternity, |

I venge-—those bitter enemies which
| poison the best of our days; to incul~
cate sentiments of honor and probity

BB 100, purified and inspired by that  which may render men more attentive

| to their respective duties; to support
towards each other the tender rela-
tion of brothers by which we as Free-
masons address each other; and, in &
, word, to form an admirable fraternity
( whose aim is Love, Liberty and
1 Equality.
Whence must arise that cumely order,
That delightful self-complacercy,
Whic? nothing earthly gives or.can de-
Stroy—
The sou%s calm sunghine and the heart-
felt joy.
Brethren, whosoever is possessed of
i pure love is in possession of the true
: Masonio faculties and virtues; it is he
| who is in possession of the real se-
| ereta of our noble order; and it will
be readily conceived that these grand
, and sublime secrets cannot be scquir-
ed by purchase, by gift, or by theft,
but that the only means of acquiring
| them is by constant study and unre-
{ mitting practice.
It is, my brethren, because love is
i the sablime principle which we recog-
nize and maintain, that we so readily,
. whether as individuals or as a lodge,
i contribute to relieve the wants and
i distress of our poor and needy breth-
ren, their widows and orphans, even
, without the existence of any written

glence; not only &s applied to matter, | law in our Constitution requiring us
et also in the sense in which it is | to perform these acts of charity. Free-
o ust, as applied to opinion and to the | masons do not require any such
Suind; and in that sense Charity em- | special enactment. They, being true
Sbraces tolerance and education, asto their Masonic principles, perform
slso every quality that is essential in | their duties towards their neighbors
@en to promote the welfare and hap- | readily and cheerfully, without any
¥8iness of mankind. I coercion from without. But not only.
B The sublime principle recognized | do we readily and cheerfully contri-
$nd maintained by our fraterrity is | bute towards the relief of those in
f@.ove. Love is the incentive that avi- | distress and in need—we do it in &
_Eustes us in all our acts, and from do- | manner that the recipient shall not
g that which might in the least tend | foel as if by that aid we place him un-
‘R0 injure ourselves or others.. It is | der any obligation or confer upon him
B0V which ceaches us to conciliate | a favors - On the contrary, we endea-
J8nd tame our passions; fo establish : vor to impress upon his mind that we
Rpmong men 8 spiris of peace and con- | give for the pleasure of giving pleas-
Sord which mey render them inipene- | ure, and not in any way as a favor or .
ioble to feelings of hatved anu re- | obligation.  Another peouliarity in
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our mode of rendering aid to those in
need is, that we render the same
without the least ostentation; in fact,
we studiously avoid its becoming
known that we have given any aid,
strictly adhering to the Biblical ad-
vice, not to let the right hand know
what the left hand doeth.

We, my brethren, know that in our
society certain ceremonies are per-
formed, ocertain signs, tokens and
words of racognition are used; but we
also know that he who is only ac-
quainted with these ceremonies, and
posseeses only those signs, tokens and
words, without having studied and
practiced the real secrets of IFreema-
sonry, yet imagines that he is conver-
sant with the science of Freemasonry,
takes the shadow for the substance,
but does not catch the spirit of our
noble institution.

And for this reason ii has been cor-
rectly said that tha most tattling man
who is a Mason, keeps that one se-
exet. There is no risk of him. En.
rage, punish or expel him, he never
tells, If he talks in his sleep, it is
not about the secrets of Masonry.
Bribe him in his wauts, tempt him in
his pleasures, threaten or torture him
—he is & martyr, but he never tells.

You are aware, my brethren, that
the object of meeting in a Masonic
Lodge is not exclusively for the pur-
pose of study and of instruction in our
most important duties towards the
Grand Architect of the Universe, to-
wards our fellow men, and towards
ourselves, and of practising the same;
but that ,the object of meeting in a
Masonic Lodge is of a )two-fold na-
ture: that we also meet for social in-
tercourse, for & mutaal interchange of
fraternal feelings, for relaxation, for
innocent enjoyment and mirth, after
first having performed our solemn
and important duties for which we
sssembled. .. We all fully appreciate
that homely old. saying, * All. work
aad no. play. makes Jack a dul! boyi”
Therefors we catefullyavoid-commit:
ting that grror; we are ocoasionglly
called off from labor o refreshment,

—

and, when need is, again from refregh.
ment to 1abor, and we enjoy and pro.
fit by both.

And where, I would ask, can thers
be any gathering of men which affords
greater enjoyment than the brethren
of & Masonic Lodge receive during the
hour of refreshment? We have all
been &t many other social gatherings
as well as at Masonic tables of re.
freshment, but nowhere is real inno.
cent mirth, social enjoyment and
pleasure more and better enjoyed
than among the brethren of the mys.
tic tie. And whatis it that produces
the same? It is mot in the greater
delicacy of the viands, nor in the sa-
periority of the wines; these other
agsemblies can and do proocure as
good as our table furnishes them. It
i8, brethren, in the congeniality of
feeling that mutually exists amongst
us, by which we are knit together in
close ties, cemented by a chain of
most sincere and disinterested affec-
tion, each and all being determined
to give and receive pleasure, to be
happy ourselves and a source of hap-
piness to others. By this means, s
lodge of true-hearted brethren, dur-
ing the hours of relazation and re-
freshment, is a region of peace, har.
mony and contentment, and the
abode of good temper, of unmixzed
and innocent mirth and enjoyment. §

May the day never come when the X
custom of such social gatherings ¥
og Brother Masons shall be abolish- 8
ed. B

Refreshments at a social table afier
lodge meetings is as ancient a custom
among Freemasons as any other - i
praiseworthy oustom whick obtained - §
among our ancient brethrem, and it §
is hallowed by its antiquity. In Eng. |
land, even in the days of King Arthur +§
and his friend Merlin, after the lodge
business was finished, the social gath.
erings of the brethren around the
round table were of regular occur-
rence, and highly appreciated by the
+brethren. - ' ,

‘We caunot saythat Masonic balls iy
l are of great antiquity; these have “E
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£ the brethren so rarely have an op-
. portunity of enjoying the sogiety of

. supper or banquet.’
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peen introduced during the present
contury. In fact, there was g time
when the mere mention of a ball
caused a general feeling of displeas-
ure smongst the brethrem; yet, as
time rolled on, those prejudices grad-
nally subsided; the public, and among
them the Freemasons, began to see
that balls are not necessarily immoral
amusements, but that balls can be and
are conducted with the strictest rules
of decorum; and this having become
an established fact, the holding of
balls under the auspices of & Masonic
Lodge was finally made permissible;
the sanction thereof js, however, still
reserved for the Grand Master.

And why, brethren, should we not
occasionslly have a Masonic ball, and
thereby enjoy the company of the fair
gex—of Masons’' wives, of Masons'
daughters, of Masons’ sweethearts?
The number of those who upon moral
principles objeot to dencing, is at fhe
present time small indeed. There is,
however, one material obstacle which
is the cause that Masonic balls are
not held more frequently, and that

the ladies. That obstacle, though

not generally openly stated, is the

| great expense invariably connected

with Masonic balls. Whenever Ma-
gons propose to have g ball, it is the
tacit understanding $hat that ball is

3 E . to be the ball cf the season. No other
B . ball is to eclipse it; this necessarily

mekes the expenses rather high; not
only is the price of admission & high
figure, which a number of the breth-
ren think they cannot afford to pay,.
but many a married man who would

B wish to take his wife and daughter
B o guch a ball finds .that the requisite
..9xpenses connacted therewith aze £00,

. high for his limited means, and he

g therefore votes against the proposie-

tion; while an almost ungnimous

B vote is generally given for the motion,

to celebrate our- anniversaries bﬁ? o
Anohier, Iandabls Sustom ohpaihed

PR W

in Eogland among our ancient breth-

ren, nawely, that of going t6 Church
| in procession, #nd there attending di-
vine gérvice on the aunnivergary day.
This custom, however, is not gener.
ally followed in this country. The
reason i3 obvious. In ancient times
our English brethren all, or nearly
all, worshippéd in one and the same
established chureh, and neithexr bad
any scruples to attend the same in
their capacity as Freemasons; af the
present day, however, and especially
in our country,’ thére are so many
seots, creeds and churches; and ém-
bers of churches belong to so many
different churches,with different tenets
and dogmas, that it has proved a dif-
ficult matter to obtain the consent
and approbation of all the brethren of
a lodge to attend divine service at any
one sectarian church.

My brethren, you are all fully ac-
quainted with that beautiful' illystra.-
tign of the Masoni¢ 'apron, given to
the.candidate at his initiation; there
is, however, anothér important mean-
ing attuched to that apron that ig but
rarely given. The Masonic apron is
also an Emblem of Labor, because
our.ancient brethren declared labor
to be an honorable oceipation, and
that labor is the only medinm : to
meake men moral and to civilize the
world, . In those days, especially in
the middle ages, when chivalry reign-
ed suprems, labor was considerdd ‘de-
grading, and the man who labored,
whether, artizan mechanio or farmer,
was treated as belonging to ‘& subor-
dinate caste, while indolence wag con-
sidered a characteristic of authprity
and mastery. . It was then that. our
ancient brethren clothed themselves
with the apron and erected those stu-
pendous edifices 'which, eéven’'st'the
prosent day, are the admiration of the
.world, and from that time the spron
‘Beonmd an emblém of dabor.’

. Angl now, my, biethren, patmisime
,in,, conolusipn %o recite s few lineg of
our honored . encient brother;, the
Scottish bards e wor.ax
. Oft.have I.met your social band, '
And spent the cleerful, festive Bight;
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Oft honored with supreme command,
Presided o’er the Sons of Light,
And by that hieroglyphic light,
‘Which none but Craftsmen ever saw,
Strong memory in my heart shall write,
Those happy days when far awa'.
—Burns.

PP

Grand Lodge of Manitoba.

The seventh: annual communication
of the Grand Lodge of Free and Ae-
cepted Masons of Manitoba opened on
‘Wednesday evening, Feb. 8, with the
usual ceremonioes in the Masonichall,
After reading of minutes of last com-
munieation and report of the commit-
tee on credentials, M. W. Bro. John
. Bell, Grand Master of Manitoba,
delivered the annual address, as fol-
lows:

GRAND MASTER'S ADDRESS.

Brethren of the Grand Lodge of Manitobe,
A F. & A M.

Another cycle of the seasons is complete,
and nature lies asleep in the snowy lap of
winter. Time, ever coming, ever going,
never pausing in its swift career, haa
brought us together in our seventh annual
communication,

Again, through Divine Providence, not a
member of our Grand Lodge has been sum-
moned to“that bourne whence no traveller
veturns.” Let our humble thanks arise to
the Most High for the numerous blessings
vouchsafed to us in the past, and let us
with sincere prayers invoke His guidance
and prctection for the time to come, and
trust that He will at this time help us to
devise such measures and so act as shall
promote the best interests of Masonry in
this jurisdiction,

As our new Masonic year dawns upon us
with all its possibilities for weal and woe, I
would ask each to pause for a little space,
and look aronud him thoughtfully, As a
Grand Lodge we have passed another yesr
In poace and prosperity. It becomes every
member to ask himself, what have I done
during the last twelve months fto advance
the interests of our gre.nd old frateraity, to
lessen the burdens of human sorrow and to
add to the happinesz of my fellow man?
How much is my lodge, or Freemasonry
generally, bhe better for my life having been
gpared? How shall I, during the coming
year, improve upon the past? Can Iex-
ercise more self denial, do more for my
lodge and suffering humanity?

LASING COBNER-STONES,

1. By invitation of the Mayor and Coun-
il of the town of Portage-la-Prairie, I laid

F—— Y
the corner-stone of the mew town hally
that very prosperous place on the 28th ¢
July with the usual Masonic ceremcnig,
Full particalars will be found in the .
ceedings of the special communicatio
the Grand Lodge of that date.

2. By invitation of the Pastor and Bujj,
ing Committes, I laid with the usual Mg,
nic ceremonies the corner stone of the ng:
Presbyterian church at Portage le.Prajr,
on the same day.

The trip to Portage-la-Prairie was goms,
what tedious, the train arriving there muycj
behind time, but through the courtesy of
the officials of the C. P. Ry. Co. a speci)
train was pluced at our disposal for the s
turn trip in the evening. On this occamy
I was accompanied by R. W. Bros. W.(,
Scott, D.G.M.; C. H. House, Special D, g,
M.; D. B. Murray, 8. G. Warden; C, B,
Forrest, J. G. Warden ; Rev'd Cann
0'Meara, Grand Chap.; J. J. Johnston, G,
Treas.; Jas. Henderson, G. Sec., also other
Grand Lodge officers, and about one hup.
dred and brethren with their lay
friends. Assiniboine Lodge met us at thy
gtation, and did all in their power to maky
our visit pleasant, in which task they wen
ably assisted by the Mayor, members ofth
'.P_t;zn Council, and other corporation off.
cials.

DEDICATION OF MASONIC HALL,

On 7th October, accompanied by R. W,
Bro. W. G. Scott, D.G.M., I visited Hiram
Lodge, No. 5, and dedicated the lodgerom
with the usual ceremonies. This Lodg
has now & neat and convenient hall, and}
trust will continue to prosper.

I received an invitation to dedicate th
new hall for Stonewall Lodge, but finding
it impossible to be present I appointed R
W. Bro. C. H. House, Special D.G.M, to
perform the ceremonies.

DISPENSATIONS,

1, On the 7th of January I granted a
dispensation to nineteen brethren for s new
lodge to be located at Brandon, under ths
name of Brandon Lodge, W. Bro. Peter
McGregor to be their first Master, Bro.W.
Givin to be their Senior Warden, and
Bro. George Angus to be their Junix
Warden.

2. On the 12th of Japuary I granteds
dispensation to fourteen brethren for a new
lodge to be located at Edmonton underth
name of Saskatchewan Lodge, Bro. Philp.
Heiminck to be their first Master, BroJas
Kernaghan to be their Senior Warden, ani:
Bro. Josiah R. Burton to be their Junio.
Warden, .

8. On the 25th January I grented » &is

nsation to sixteen brethren for & new
odge to be located at Pilot Mound unde
the name of Pembina Lodge, Bro. Willian
McDonald to be their Srst Master, Bn.
Robert Blackburn to be their Senior War
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den, and Bro, Alex. Kelso to be their Junior ‘ mentioned above, knowing the chrcumgtan.
Warden. ’ ces of the above case laid before me by

These three lodges having only recently , Lisgar Lodge, the worthiness of the candi-
been established, I would recommend that | date, the nature of the accident that caus.
they be continued under dispensaticx until | ed the lameness (such as it is), and his
the next communication of the Grand | ability to honestly acquire the means of
Lodge. subsistence, I do hereby sr&nt this special

1 have granted several dispensations to , dispensation to Lisgar Lodge to initiate the
lodges to appeer in regslia at Masonic con. | candidate mentioned, and in due time ad
corts and balls; and also to confer degrees | vance him to the degrees of F'.C. and M.M.

1 less than one month under the condition
provided for by our constitution. I also
granted & dispensation to Hiram Lodge to
ballotifor, and if favorable to confer degrees
on a candidate who did not reside in their
jurisdiction.

1 granted a dispensation to Lisgar Lodge
to ballot for and if favorable confer degrees
on & candidate who through an accident is
lame of one leg. .

I herewith submit my answer to the ap-
plication:

‘Wixnireg, Nov, 25, 1881.

Dr. D. Young, Sec. Lisgar Lodge, No. 2,
Lower Fort Garry.

Drar S axp Veny WorsmierrL Bro-
TRER,—In answer to yours of the 19th inst.
I would say that the question of the initia-
tion of & candidate not physically perfect
is one that has gizen rise to much discus.
sion.

The Ancient Regulations say that noone
“ghould™ be admitted ‘* having & maim or
defect in his body that may render him in-
capable of learning the Art of serving his
}lila.eter's Lord and of being made a Bro-
ther.”

In regard to this, many of the best in-
formed writers on Masonry hold that as
this regulation was adopted for the govern-
ment of the Craft at & period when they
united the character of “‘operative” with
that of “spsculative,” such a construction
should in this age of the world be put apon
the reguletion as that when the deformity
of the cendidate is not such as to prevent
Jim from being instructed in the Arts or
Nysteries of Freemasonry, and of being
able to “prove” himself a Mason, and also
does not amount to an inability honestly to
acquire the means of subsistence, the ad
missiop will not be an infringement of the
Ancient Landmarks, but will be perfectly
consistent with the spirit of our institu-
slon. N
In the Digest of Masonic Jurisrrudence,
published by R. W. Brother H. Robertson,
especially adapted foi Canadian lodges,
whose practices we follow in most respects,
their law is laid down that ‘*‘the initiation
of a candidate who is physically defective
can only be permitted by special dispensa-
tion from the Grand Master, and each case
must be determined by the G, M. upon its
own circumstances.”

Agrening, therefore, with the opinions

and for so doing this shall be your sufficient

authority.
Yours very fraternally,
Jory Heapry Berr,
Grand Master,

I have granted seyeral dispensations for
| the Past Master's degree to be conferred
upon Wor. Masters elect, in the most con-
venient lodge, upon the production of cer-
tificate of the election duly signed by the
W. M. and the Secretary, the other por-
tions of the installation being completed by
one Past Master in each respective lodge
afterward. This was rendered necessary
through the long distance separating some
of the lodges, and the inconveniences of
travel, thus making it almost impossible to
secare the asttendance of three Past Masters
at the hall of the lodge.

REVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION.

This important matter will come before
you. The former edition of our constitu.
tion is exhausted, and & new edition is ab-

, solutely necessary. At the lust annual
communication the committee reported
certain amendments, nearly all of which T
feel sure will be adopted unanimously. At
the same time, the committee wore of the
opinion that even with those amendments,
the constitation would still be very defeo-
tive in many respects. Within the last
ten days I received a copy of the newly re.
vised and adopted constitution of the G. L.

 of Quebec, and have no hesitation in saying
that it is vory nearly what our circumstan-
ces demand. As a member of the commit-
vee I must express my regret that acopy of
it was not in our possession before we made
our report. There are many provisions of

, importance contained therein that would 1
am convinced be beneficial for our guidance

. in attaining a desirable degree of precision
' and olearness in our constitutional rules
and usages, and which if incorporated in
our own would materially lighten the du-
ties of Grand Master and Grand Secretary,
as well as officers of lodges generally.

DECISIONS.

During the year I have received a consi-
derable number of letters of enquiry in re-
gard to Masonic law and practice. In
most cases a reference to our constitution
was all that was necessary. I herewith
submit for your consideration the more im-
portant decisions given.
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Question 1 -Have members of a lodge a |

right of protest against the initiation of a
cardidats wha has been balloted for and
accepted? : )

Decision—They have the right to object,
the principle involved being that some
member or members, even after havin
voted for him, may have become possesse
of facts and reasons why said candidate
should not be made a Muson.

Members have also the right to object to
the advancement of an E. A. oranF. C.
In such ceses, charges should be duly for-
mulated and presented, usually by the
J. W,, and the said E. A. or F. C. regularly
tried.

Question 2--If so, must they furnish
their reasons therefor?

Decision—As the constitution of this G.
L. is almost the same as that of the G. L.
of Canada, and in neither of them is any
law lgid down on this point, I follow what
I understand to be the Canadian practice,
and decide as follows:

A candidate who has been regularly bal-
loted for and accepted, has a right to be
initiated.

At the same time, it is entirely in the
discretion of the W. M. to initiate the can-
didate or not, just as he chooses. He may
give or refuse to give any degree, and he is
amenable for his actions in this respect to
the Grand Lodge only. If a complaint is
made against him for refusing to confer a
degree he may give his reasons for such re-
fusal or he may simply say, ‘I had good
reasons for my refusal, I do not feel at lib-
erty to give those reasons, but I acted as I
considered in the best interests of the
Craft.” Should he submit his reasons to
Grand Lodge, it would be for them to de-
termine whether or not those reasons were
sufficient, and if deemed insufficient then
they could order the degree to be con-
ferred.

It is the duty of the W.M. not to initiate
2 candidate whom he knows or believes to
be anworthy.

If an objection is made to the initiation
of a candidate after a clear ballot, it is the
duty of the W. M, to inquire into the rea-
sons of the objecting brother.  Objections
-wlich are purely personal in their nature,
and which do not affect the character of a
candidate, should not be allowed to affect
a candidate’s initiation.

If the objecting brother was present at
the ballot (in lodges whers unanimity is,
required) his objection should not be locked
upon with favor unless the cause for which
he objects became known to him after the
ballot was taken, It is possible after a
clear hallot sowe facts migkt come to light
which would show the canlidate to be un-

reagons for his abserce, or his objectig
agould lose much. of its force.

1f the objecting brother refuses to gis,
his reasons for making the objection, it j
still in the disoretion of the W. Master t,
respeot the objection or not, just ag by
chooses.  In deciding upon his coursg of
action he should have regard to the i
cumstances of each case. If the objecty
is known to be capricious, or captious, ¢
fault finding, while the candidate is thar.
oughly reputable, he shounld proceed with
the initiation; on the other hand, if the ob.
| jector is a good member, steady and relig.

ble, and not likely to male objection with.
l out good cause, the W.M. would be justified

in refusing to initiate; consideration should

also be given to the harmony and welfare

of the lodge, and it would be better not {o

run the risk of losing & good member for

the sake of admitting one who is yet un.
] tried.

Cases may arise in which a refusal to
give the reasons for making an objection
would be justifiable and proper. I'or in.
stance, after a candidate has been ballotej
for and accepted, & member of the lodg
who is a professional man might come to
the W. M. and say: “1 was prevented by
urgent duties from attending the lodgs
when the ballot was taken for Mr. A. I
know that he is not worthy of admission,
but I am not at liberty to state the facts
derogatory to his character which are with-
in my knowledge, as they became knownto
me in my professicnal capacity: I am satis.
fied from these facts that he is not a fit and
proper person to be admitted into our fra.
ternity, and I object to his initiation.” In
general, it would be the duty of the Master
to respect such an objection, and should
the W. M. wish to explain his conduct te
the lodge he could say that since the ballot
ciroumstances had come to his knowledgs
from which he was datermined not to pro-
ceed with the initiation at present.

Question 83—No. 1 being answered in the
affirmative, does the applicant stand in the
position of a rejected candidate, or is he at
liberty to apply at once for initiation in the
same or any other lodge?

Decision—Precisely as 8 rejected candi
| date. The proper course ig for the W, M.
I'to say in open lodge, ‘Brethren, objections

having been made to Mr, A.. elected at a

previous regular communicstion, and thess
| objections and the reasons therefor being
deemed by me good and sufficient, I there.
fore declare Mr. A. a rejected candidate.
Brother Secretary, enter tke rejection on
record.” ' i

Question 4— Can members of a lodge who
.were, duly notified of a candidate’s applica
tion, but abgented, themselves when the

.. Warthy. » L . C :
N If the objecting brother was absent when | ballot was faken, afterwards object tu. the
- .ﬂ;e‘ ballot was taken, he should give good | said candidate's initiation? L
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Decision—Yes. The power to object ' examine & visitor ) Question—TIs he enti-
rests with each and every member of the i tled to vote, und, if so, should the ballot-
lodge, up to the moiaent befors the O.B. is i box bs passed to him in the ante‘room, or

:
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taken.

Question 5—If so, must they furnish
reasons for their absence a4 tne time of !
balloting?

Decision—The auswer to this is covered
by decision on question 2,

Question 6—-Should the objections be
made in open lodge, or privately to the W.
Master.

Deocision—The custom is to make the
.objection privately to the W. M., which I
consider the most preferable, but if the ob-
jector chooses he is at liberty to make the
objection and slate his reasons in open
lodge.

Question 7—A lodge transacts its busi-
ness whilst open in the third degree; a can-
didate is balloted for and accepted in the
=arly part of the evening. The M. M. de-
gree is later in the evening conferred upon
an F.C. Question—Has such newly raised
Maeson the right of objecting to the initia-
tion of the aforesuid elected candidate.

Decision—Our constitution providesthat
upon receiving the M.M. degree the brother
is at once a member of the lodge. He
would therefore have the right to object as
stated in deocision to question 2:

Question 8T wo black balls are requir-
ed to reject an applicant. The ballof, on
being examined, is unanimously in favor of
the applicant. Question—Is the protest
of one brother sufficient to prevent the ini-
tiation?

Decision—The objection of one brother
would have no more force than one black
ball, unless he satisfied the W. M. or the
Lodge that his reasons were sufficient.
From the fact that it takes two black balls
to reject, it w ald follow that it would take
the objections of two membBrs for the same
purpose.

Question 9—Has a visitor the right of
objecting to the initiation of a candidate,
and, if so, what effect would his objection
have if the ballot be afterwards pussed and
found clear?

Decision—A visitor has not the right of
-objection. He may be accorded the privi-.
Isge of objecting, and if he objects the lodge
should consider that fact and give such/
weight to 1t a8 they deem just. The ob-
Jection would not be a prohibition. It
would merely bg information, which the
lodge should receive &nd give it due consi-
deration. | ) .

Question 10—What effect will the yisi~
tor’s objection have if made after the ‘bal-
lot; hias passed? .

Decision—None, upless taken up and
made effective by the Lodge, or not less
thap- two members. '

; dresges were ruade by

;- Taylor,.of the Montragl Ctar.

. Question 1l-A member is .sent to théf.
- .ante-room on business for the lodge (say to

must he:agk admission, he knowing that
balloting is taking place ?

Decision—He has the right to ballot, but
the, ballot-box shonld not. leave the lodge.
In the case of a brother present in the
lodge and knowing that a ballot is about to
take plaoce, if he wishes to ballot he should
remain until the hallot is passed, but if he
retires, whether to examine a brother or
for other cause, he should be deemed a con-
senting party to the action of the lodge. If
he has been sent to examine a visitor, and
did not know that a ballot was about to
take place, he should be informed of the
same by the order of the W.M. and allowed
to enter until'after the ballot.

12 -The advancement of a candidate
may be arrested at any stage for sufficient
cause. ‘This may be done, either by vote
of the Lodge & by the order of the W.M.

18—A candidate for advancement has a
right to apply at every regular meeting for
said advancement, but whenever any wmoral
objection exists as to his taking a higher
degree, those objections should be put ia
the form of charges, and their truth ascer-
tained by an impartial trial. To this I hold
that the candidate is entitied on all the
principles of justice.

VISITATIONS.

The Grand Lodge having, at the last an-
nual communication, divided the jurisdic-
tion into dispricts, the lodges in each dis-
trict were placed under the care of special
deputies. ~These deputies have, I beljeve,
visited nearly all the lodges in their respec-
tive distriots, and their reports will be laid
before you. I have visited several of the
lodges unofficially, and so far g8 my obser-
vations went, found them doing good work
and prospering. .

INSTALLATIONS.

On St. John the Evangelist’s Day I in-
stalled thie officers of Prince Rupert’s lodge
No. 1, Aucient Landmark No. 8, St. John's
No. 4, Hiram No. 5, and ™orthernt Light
No. 10, and by. invitation presided at the
Masonic banyuet in the evening. A large
muomber of the lraternity in Winnipeg at-
tended., and the festive board was happily
.graced by the! presence of many visiting
brethren. Very .interesting and able ad-
P, G. M. Rev. 8. P.
Matheson, Grand Chaplain Rev. Canon
.O'Meéars, .2nd Rev. Bro. C. B. Pitblado, late
.of Halifax, Nova Scotia. The Press was
ably represented by Bro. Moss, of the Free
Press; Bro. Rowe; of the-Timéd, and Bro.
A ‘most in-
stractive, pleasant and agreeabls evening
wa$ spent, the excellent singing of Brother
Murray, 8.G.W., and others, 2ddihg thnch
to the ehjoyinent of the occdsioh.
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OTHER OYFICIAL ACTS.

Only one complaint was made to me
during the year. I referred the matter to
the Board of Genersl Purposes, by whem it
was satisfantorily settled.

I appointed R. W. Bro. C. F. Forrest, J.
G.W., to hold a Lodge of Instruction at
Emerson. He reported to me that he had
done s0, and had had a most saccessful
meeting.

DEATHS.

The arnual communication of Grand
Lodge was rapidly approaching, and I was
beginning to hope that we would meet
without any of our lodges having to record
the death of & single member, but alas!
how true the saying, ** In the midst of life
we are in death.” On Christmas Eve Bro.
S. M. Lake, the valued Secretary of Hiram
Lodge No. 3, retired to rest compleining
that he felt unwell; ere fhe light of Christ-
mas morning broke in the east he had been
called from labor on earth.

On New Ye- .'s Day, Bro. Thos. Garland,
one of the fir . initiated at the organization
<f Assiniboine Lodge M~. , Portage la
Prairie, spoke of suffer. ' from s severe
cold. By his death Assiniboine Lodge loses
2 most valued member, and the town of
Portage la Prairie one of her most enter-
prising citizens.

A week ago to-day, Bro. John Williams,
an active member of Stonewall, was killed
by being struck on the head by a piece of
rock from & blast in a cutting rear Lake
Perry. To his family and friends we offer
our heartfelt sympathy, and mourn the
loss to the Craft of & zealous member.

Since our organization in May, 1875, only
one member of this Grand Lodge has been
lost to us by death. Other Grand Lodges
have not been so fortunate. During the
past year R.W. Bro. Jas. }. Austin, Grand
Sec. of the G. L. of New York, and 8. W.
Bro. Tracy P. Cheever, Grand Sec. of thLo
G. L. of Massachusstts, both honest, faith-
ful, tried and true workers, have *‘finished
their records.”

In the death of Ill. Bro. Dr. Albert G.
Mackey, Masonry has lost one of her great-

est and noblest sons. Ill. Bro. Gen. Albert }

Pike eloquently and most truthfully says:
*“Masonry will not soon Ibse so great & man,
and she may well put ashes on her head
and wear sackeloth in her lodges, where in
Masonry his heart always was.” A great
msan hss fallen in Israel, and in the words
-of Pashmatah, the Chahta Chief, it is like
the falling of a huge oak in the woods: the
fall will be heard afar off, and the sound be
re-echoed from many and distant lands.

I regret having to inform you of the
death, on the 19th June last, of R. W. Bro.
Dr. G. 8. Blackie, onr Grand Rep. near the
G. L. of Tennessee. Bro. Blackie was one
whose rips intellect and aconmulated stores

L}

of varied knowledge, with his tenacious fid-
ality to his convictions, intense earnestness
in action, loyalty to Freemasonry, zeal,
energy and readiness, made him most val.
uable to the fraternity.

The world was struck with horror on the
2nd July last when our eminent and illus.
trious brother James Abram Garfield, the
President of the United States, was shot
down by & dastardly assassin. After eighty
days of brave battling for life, through
scorching fever, racking pain, dreary days
and endless nights, he died. Al good men
and true of every nation shared in the grief
and mourned over the sad affliction. Pub-
lio spirited to an unusuel degree; kind-
hearted and charitable in the grandest
sense; through all the mutations of chang.
ing fortune he maintained unsullied his
Masonic character. An enthusiastic mem-
ber of the fraternity; he held active mem-
bership in the Blue Lodge, Chapter, Com-
mandery and Scottish Rite, until the foul
deed was done that caused his death. As
& man and a mason he ever squared his ac-
tions by the teachings of the Great Light,
and left as the richest inheritance to his
children a reputation for honorable indus-
try, personcl probity, and mental acqaire-
ments which made his name familiar and
respected throughout the world. Those
who knew him best loved him most. His
work was not done yet his column was
broken. His death was untimely and his
brethren mourn. To the sadly bersaved
mother, wife and children, and to the sor-
rowing nation of whom he was the chosen
chief, we offer our despest sympathy.

FOREIGN RELATIONS.,

Our relations with Grand Lodges of the
sister Provinces and with all Foreign Juris-
dicticns continue to be of the most amica-
ble and fraternal nature.

In the matter of conflict of jurisdiction
between the Grand Lodges of New York
and Connecticat, I am happy to be able to
inform you thet the edict of non-intercourse
issued by the Grand Master of New York,
was terminated at their last annual com-
munication.

The difficulty between the G. Lodges of
. Missouri and New Mexico has also been sa-
! tisfactorily settled.

I am particularly glad to state that the
differences between our sister G.L. of Que-
bec and the G. L. of 8cotland have been
satisfactorily and finally settled by the
three Scottish lodges in the Province of
Quebeo declaring their acceptance of war-
rants from tke G. L. of Quebec, on terms
honorable and just to themselves as lodges,
and beneficial to the Craft.

THE GRAND LODGE OF CANADA.

I raceived a circular from, a body styling
themselves the Grand Lodge of Ontario. I
i instructed the Grand Sec. to reply that the
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only recognized legitimate Grand Lodge
having jurisdiction in the Province of On-
tario is the Grand Lodge of Canada, and
that however much the word “Canada”
might be a misnomer, yet we could not re-
cognize as a Mason any one slaiming to hail
from the body calling themselves the
Grand Lodge of Ontario. In respect to
thig matter, I would lay before you the re-
marks of the G. M. of the G. L. of Quebec,
at their last annual commaunication. He
says:

‘It seems opportune to ¢all the attention
of the Cruft in the Province of Ontario to
the undesirableness of their longer contin-
uing to call their Grand Body the Grand
Lodge of Canada. Since the establishment
of this Grand Lodge the territorial jurisdic-
tion of the G. L. of old ‘Canada’ ie in and
over the Province of Ontario only. and
hence for many reasons it should be ¢re-
christened’ ¢ The Grand Lodge of Ontario.’
To continue to call herself by & name
which, since July 1st, 1367, designates the
whole territory of the Dominion, savors, to
say the least, of an assumption of superior-
ity of some kind to which she ocannot right-
folly 1ay claim. The names ‘Grand Lodge
of Canads,’ ‘Grand Lodge of (the Province
of) Quebes,’ ‘Grand Lodge of ithe Province
of) New Brunswick,’ &c., &o., injuriously
lead many brethren in the mother country
and elsewhere to sappose that the Grand
Lodges of these several Provinces are some-
bow subordinate to the ‘Grand Lodge of
Canada,’ and that they bear a similar rela-
tion to it as the ‘Provincial Grand Lodges’
do to the ‘Grand Lodge of England.' Er-
roneous thongh this notion abroad is. yetit
exists, and does not & little harm to this
and other Grand Lodges of the Dominion.
Conscientious correspondents are also ob-
iiged to call it the ‘Grand Lodge of Canada
(Ontario).” It also appears that besides re-
moving injustice to others, it would mater-
ially benefit herself to be de nomire what
she is de facto and de jure.”

I have only to add in regard to this mat-
ter that I endorse the sentiments so point-
edly expressed by Grand Master Graham,
of Quebec, and hope that the Grand Lodge
known as the Grand Lodge of Canada, but
heving jurisdiction in the Province of On-
tario only, will have the good sense speedi-
ly to conform their name to the facts of the
case, because they sre well aware that
there are six other Grand Liodges in Cana-
da peers with themselves,

GRAND REPREBENTATIVES:

During the past year the following breth-
ren have been commissioned as our Grand
Representativés near their respactive Grand

ges: R.W.Bro. Alfred Burne, nearNew
South Wales; M, W. Bro. J. C. Cawood,
near Tennessee; M.W. Bro, Juan Jubizare-
to, near Island of Cuba and Colon.

In reply to a communication to the
Grand Lodge of England, asking for re-
cognition and an excbange of Representa-
tives, the followingreply was received:

Freemasons’ Hall, London, W.C.,
March 26, 1881.
Rt. Wor. Sir and Brother.

I have had the plesSure to receive and
lay before the Grand Master of England
your letter of Jan. 3rd last, requesting for
your Grand Lodge our fraternal recognition
and an exchange of Representatives, and
in reply I beg to inform you that His Royal
Highness at once accedes to your first re-
quest, but considers that an exchange of
Representatives is at present unnecessary,
a8 all the correspondence can be simply
and easily carried on between the two
Grand Secretaries.

With hearty greetings, believe me, R. W.
Sir and Brother,

Yours Fraternally,
SuapweLy H, Crerke, Colonel,
Gr. Seo. of England.
R. W. Bro. W. G. Scott, Gr. Sec. G. L. of
Manitoba.

Similar communications sent to the Gr.
Lodges of Scotland and Ireland yet remain
unanswered.

THE LODGE IN GIBRALTAR.

At the special commaunication of Grand
Lodge, held July 28,a warrant was ordered
to be issued to ‘Al Mogral al Aksa” Lodge-
in Gibraltax. A few days thereafter 1 re-
ceived & copy of the Proceedings of the May
Quarterly Communication of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland, in which I found the
following:

“Gibraltar.—The G.L. of Manitoba, Can-
ads, had granted s charter to alodgein
Gibraltar, which had opened in May last.
Holding this to be an encroachment on the
rights of the G. Lodges of England, Scot-
laud and Ireland, which exercise exclusive
joint Masonic jurisdiction in that colony,
the committee have directed the Scottish
Lodge at Gibreltar not to recognize the
Lodge there holding of the Grand Lodge of
Manitoba, and recommend to Grand Liodge
to co-operate with the Grand Lodges of
Englend and Ireland in any resolution
thgtjlr may adopt in vindication of their
rig ts.ti

About the same time (August) a commau.-
nication from the Grand Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of England came to hand, as.
follows:

United Grand Lodge of England, Free
Masons' Hall, Great Queen St., Lon-
don, Aug. 13, 1881.

M.W. the Grand Master Grand Lodge of

Manitoba,

M. Wor. 8= axp Bro.

I am commanded by M. W, the Grand
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Master of England to address you on a
subject which has come to His Royal
Highness' notice— aamely, the establish-
went of & Liodge in the British colony of
.G braltar.

With reference to this action on the part
of your Grand Lodge, I am directed to re-
mind you that Gibraltar is a colony belong-
ing to Great Britain and Ireland, and con-
sequently under the exclusive joint juris-
diction of the three Grand Lodges of that
Kingdom—namely, those of England, Ire-
land and Scotland. .

I am further directed to point out that
the Grand Lodge of Manitoba was estab-
lished entirely and snlely to meet the Ma-
sonic wants of that colony; and certainly
not with a view to founding lodges in other
colonies of the British Crown—a preroga-
tive which has not been claimed by any of
the British North American Grand Lodges i
—and which could never be conceded by |
the G. L. of England.

The M. W. the Grand Master of England
further fails to see any good effect to be '
attained by thus seeking to establish the |
lodge in question, and which His Royal
Highness has felt 1t his puinful duty to di-

Scotland objected, and it was , certajnly
news to me when I learned that the three
Grand Lodges of Ingland, Ireland and
Scotland claimed exclusive joint juriadic.
tion in British colonies.

Iu America the usage has been that
where & Grand Lodge has not been organ-
ized in any Province, Colony, State or Ter-
ritory, no Grand Lodge had exclusive
jurisdiction, and that any Grand Lodge
had the right to grant a dispensation or
warrant to open a lodge in such Colony or
Btate.

Oh & careful consideration of the matter
thus brought before me, and as I had no
wish for any controversy with the Grand
Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland,
and as the lodgs was opened at Gibraltar
only preliminary to its removal to Morocco,
I immediately instructed the Grand Secre-
tary to cable R. W. Bro. Rev. R. Patterson
not to constitute the Lodge nor install the
officers under the warrant of this Grand
Ladge which had been but recently mailed,
and by my direction the Grand Secretary
wrote the Grand Lodges of England, Ire.
land and Scotland of the action taken.

U | There has been some further correspon-
rect the Eng..sh Lodges in Gibraltar not t0 | gence in the matter, which will be laié%,"be-
recognize. + fore you. T would, however, strongly re-
I am therefore commanded by the M. W. | commend the recall of the warrant, and
the Grand Master of England to protest i that Rev. Bro. Patterson be directed to re-
against the recent action of the Graund | turn all books, papers, &c., to this Grand
Lodge of Manitoba, and to express a hope ' Lodge, unless the Lodge is prepared to re-
that on consideration you will view the , move at once, and upen in Moroceo, s was
matter in the same light, and will advise | originally intended.
your Grand Lodge to withdraw its sanction i
and warrant from the body now needlessly ,
disturbing the Masonic harmony of the , .
English, Irish and Scotch Lodges in Gib-

CONCLUSION.

I have now stated the matters of general
+ interest and laid before you the official acts

raltar. | performed by me during the second year I
I have the honor to remain, M. W. Sir | lP;ave presided over this Grand Lodge, and
and Brother, to the best of my ability discharged the du-

Your Faithful Servant, | ties of Grand Master. It has been tomea
SaapweLL H. CLERKE, Colonel, l pleasant task; from each and all I have re-
Gr. Sec. of England. | ceived the utmost kindness and courtesy,
1 confess that I was somewhat surprised , and the fullest consideration that the posi-
at the position thus taken by the Grand | tion of Grand Master demands.
Lodges of England and Scotland. I knew | Considering that Manitoba is & new Pro-
that the Grand Lodge of Canade granted a , vince, with a population made up of men
warrant to open a lodge at Jerusalem, but I ; from many nations and countries, I am
never heard of any Grand Lodge objecting. | proud to say that Musonry within her
2 also knew that two or more Grand Lodges | borders is marked with peace and har-
in che United States had granted warrants | mony. -
or dispensations to open lodgesin the Span- |  And now having nearly ended my labors,
ish colony of Cuba, becaunse no Grand | I cannotb closé my message without urging
Liodge existed there at the time, but I | you to refiect upon the importance of the

never heard of any protest being made at , character you assume as Freemasons. Let

their having done sc. Ialso knew that the
Grand Lodge of Minnesota, ome of the
8tates of the Union, some years ago granted.
& dispensation to open a lodge in the Brit-
ish colony-of Red River, and that siidlodge
was opened and continued to work-as such’
for a length of time, but I never heard that

|

the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland or |

no opportunity pass unimproved for
strengthening the golden band which binds
us togethér, and of spreading the cement
_which unites Masons the world over in-pne
cpmmon btotherhoed. . = | . ...
Finally, my brethren, may.our aokions be
in strict conformity to thé ancient charges
of the institution.” Liet the genius of Tree-
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masonry preside over all our conduct, and
under her soversign sway let us preserve
that character intact,and so live that when
the cold winter of death shall have passed,
and the bright-summer morning of the re-
gurrection appears, we may behold the
King in the beauty of His holiness, snd
with Him enter into an endless eternity,
where no discordant voice shall be heard,
but all the soul will experience shall be
perfect bliss, and love divine shall ennobly
every mind, and hallelujahs employ every
tongae.

Brethren, the business of Grand Lodge
now awaits you.

JoaN HeiprLey BeLn, 320,

Grand Master.

The election of officers then took
place, with the following result:—

Grané Master, M.W. Bro. John H.
Bell; Deputy Grand Master, R. W.
Bro. W.G. Scott; Grand Senior War-
den, R.W. Bro. Alfred Pearson; Grand
Junior Warden, R.W. Bro. C. F. For-
rest; Grand Chaplain, R.W. Bro. Rev.
Canon O'Meara; Grand Registrar, R.
W. Bro. W. G. Dick; Grand Trea-
surer, R. W. Bro. J. J. Johnson;
Grand Seoretary, R.W. Bro. H. D.P.
LeChappellain. :

The Grand Lodge resumed its sit-
tings on Thursday, at 8 p.m., the G.
M. in the chair.

The report of the Board of General
Purposes on the Grard Master’s ad
dress was received, and the action of
the Grand Master was approved in
the premises.

The financial etatement of the Gr.
Treasurer was also submitted and
found correot.

The cash balance in the hands of
the Grand Treasurer amounts to over
$600.

The report of the statistics of mem-
bership showed the number of lodges
this year to be 19, with s total mem-
bership of 664, as against 16 lodges
Iast year, with a total membership of
488. Of members entitled to seats
and votes in the Grand Lodge there
are 187.:

The Grand Lodge instracted the
Board of General Purposes to pro-
cure g 8¢t of Grand Liodge regalia at
a eost of Bbout $600.

Five hundred copies of the Pro-

ceedings of Grand Lodge were order~
ed t6 be printed for distribution
among members and foreign Grand
Lodges.

The revision of the Constitution
was next proceeded with. It was
adopted, and ordered to be printed
forthwith.’

Grand Lodge adjourned at 6 o’clock
and resumed at 8, when the following
officers were duly installed:—

M.W. Bro. J. H. Bell, G.M.; R.W.
Bro. W. G. Scott, D. G. M.; R.W.
Bro. A. Pearson, S.G.W.; R.W. Bro.
C. F. Forrest, J. G. W.; R. W. Bro.
Rev. Canon O’Meara, G. Chap.; R.W.
Bro. J. J. Johnson, G. Treas.; R.W.
D. G. Dick, G. Registrar; R.W. Bro.
H. D. LeChappellain, G. Sec.; V.W.
Bro. John McKechnie, G.S.D.; V.W.

V.W
C

we

Bro. Alex. McGowan, G.J.D.;
Bro. A. M. Sutherland, G. D. of C.;
V.W. Bro. John McBeath, G. Sword
Bearer; V.W. Bro. S. C. Vick, G. Or-
genist; V. W. Bro. G. E. Fulthorp,
G. Pursuivant; Grand Stewards, V.
V. Bros. Angus Fraser, Rev. Mr.
Wellwood, W. R. Black, J. O. Le-
Chappellain Alfred McKeand, Jas. A.
Carley, W. W. Ptolemy, Alex. Nichol
and T. H. Carman. :
After some further routine business
v\;as té'a,nsacted, the Grand Lodge was
closed. *

.

>
>

Orders of the Temnle and Malta.

The report of the meeting of the Great
Priory of the United Orders of Knights
{ Templar and Malta of England, held in
London nn the 9th alt., of which the Right
Hon. the Earl of Latham is Great Prior,
(E. R. H. the Prince of Wales being Sa-
preme Grand Master of these old orders in
England and Ireland) has just been receiv-
ed, and from & perusal of them we make
the following exfracis, to show the great

interest manifested in everything connected
l with the Dominion by the mother country,
{ as also the gracions and kindly feelings of
H. R. H. the Prince of Wales towards the
Cenadian branches of these Orders.
® - * &

L

The Great Sub-Prior stated that since
the last meeting: of Great Priory, the Very
Emninent. Chancellor, Bir Knight:Stavelsy
Hill, had paid a viait to Canzds. snd that.
the Grand Master, His Royal Highuess the
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Prince of Wales, had honored him by mak-
ing him the bearer of a gracious and frien}?-
ly letter to the Great Prior and Great
Priory of Canada. As the Chancellor was

present, Great Priory would donbtless, if I

he would kindly favor them, be pleased to
hear from his lips some particulars relating
to his visit, and of the presentatinn of that
letter and its reception.

The Chancellor said that, as the Great
Sub-Prior had just stated, he was, on his
recent visit to the Dominion of Canada, the
bearer of & most kind and fraternal letter
from the Grand Master, the Prince of
Wales, to the Great Prior and Great Priory

.of Canade, and that letter he had the op- '

portunity of delivering. The annual meet-
ing of the Grsat Priory of Canada had been
held before his arrival, and a special meet-
ing was convened under the auspices of

the Richard Cceur de Lion Preceptory at
Montreal, for the purpose of receiving the :
royal message and of considering the form ;

of reply thereto. It was very gratifying to
him to observe at that meeting how loyal
were the feelings to the (Grand Master, and
how warm were the fraternal sentiments
of the Order in Canada towards their Fra-
tres in this country ; nothing could exceed
their loyalty and their fraternal kindness.
True that there were some one or two
brethren who desired to assimilate the
practice of the Order to that in the United
States, but the feeling generally seemed to
he to carry on the Order as it worked in
the United Kingdom. To fortify the ex-
pressions he had msde use of he proceeded
to read a portion of the letter addressed to
himself, -received a few days ago from the
Great Prior of the Dominion. * * *
The Chancellor continuing said he thought
it would be highly gratifying to the Order

! Masonic News.

The Italian Freemasons wanbt a
Universal International Congress in
1888. The English brethren see very
little use in it.

The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,
knowing the wickedness matural to
the Masons of the Keystone State,
has fourteen Grand Chaplains,

The Grand Orient of France con-
! fers the 18° as one of its seven grades.
| The Supreme Coumeil A. & A. Rite
, grants charters to symbolic lsdges.

Lodges of Sorrow have beenheld in
! various parts of the United States to
. commemorate the virtues of those
. who during the past year havecrossed
_ the river.

' In Hayti Masonry is flourishing.
" Of the two lodges of Port-au-Prince,
i “Mont Libau" counts nearly four

hundred Masong, and ‘‘Cceurs Unis”
‘ about as many.

‘We have not yet received the 3fa-
i sonic Chronicle, edited by Bro.dJ. G.

i Baker, of 48 Blecker Street, New
: York Cily. 'We should like to ex-
' change.

here to knotw that such fraternal feelings . . < .
existed towards it in the Order in Canada. i A lodge in Scotland recently affili-

With regard to the country itself, from . ated a profane. It is unnecessary to
what he had seen of it sud of the inhabi- | say that even the Grand Lodge of

tants, he felt assured that both in the, g otland couldn't permit that, and
character of its people and in its material | suspended the lodge.

Tesources, th(ia Dominion had & greatl;l future |
in store, and that maintaining still more ;

closely its bond of anion with the old coun- | _ T!Je Grand Ifodge of Engla_nd hav-
try, it was destined to become one of the | ing increased the number of its offi-
greatest powers of the British Empire. " cerg, the Grand Chapter has added an

The Great Sub-Prior said he was sure |

Great Priory was much obliged to the
Chancellor for his very interesting remarks.
He begged to move that the letter of the
Grand Master, and the reply thereto, be
printed in the proceedings of the day, so
that the members might have the oppor-
fnpity of reading those documents at their
eisure.

Freemasonry is stirring herself in |

Austria. There is activity in several
of the lodges.

agsistant Grand Director of Ceremo-
nies and three assistant Grand Stan-
dard Bearers.

[

In Kingston, Jamaiea, thers are
the Provineial Grand Lodge of East
Jamaioca, and the Provinecial Grand
| Lodge of Scotland.  'Will there mnob
be & nice pleasant time, by-and-bye,
when & Grand Lodge is. formed
there?

Y
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R. W. Bro. C. Whitchead, D.D.,
recently elected Bishop of Pittsburg,
Penn., is one of the fourteen Grand
Chaplains of that benighted organiza-
tion facetiously termed the Grand

Lodge of Pennsylvania.
—_——

The Templar difficulty in Ceanada
is attracting a good deal of attention
on the other side. We hope moderute
counsels will prevail, as we find there
is a goud deal more feeling upon this
subject than we at first supposed.
The Great Priory is the only place
where such matters should be brought
forward.

The chairman of -the Foreign Cor-
respondence Committee of the Grand
Lodge of California is much exercised
over the fact that the Grand Liodge of
Pennsylvania styles itself ¢Right”
Worshipful, and its Grand Master
ditto. We believe Pennsylvania men
favored Most Worshipful. =~ Why or
wherefore we know not.

Sir Knight Carson gives a very in-

can assure our fratres across the line
that it will not assume such very gi-
gantic proportions as some might sup-
pose, No schism will take place,
those comzosing Great Prior, veing
guite capable of conducting their af-
fairs in & proper snd Constitutional
manner.

—————me

In England, the working of Globe
Lodge is traceable to 1728 ; Grand
Stewards’ Licdge to 1785; Grand Mas-
ters’ Lodge to 1789. There are nine
I e{ime immemorial”’ lodges, whose date
I of institution cannot be traced; but
with the exception of these there are
only five older than the Globe, and
the oldest of them, Friendship No. 6,
¢ has the advantage merely of about two

years.

. YThe Nobles of the Mystic Shrine
" have been holding a high carnival at
! Cleveland, Ohio. We see our friend
i Rt. Em. Sir Knight Babcocks, 83°
. was conspicuous, whilst amongst the
' visiting nobles were such men as Il

,' Bros. Walter Fleming, 88°; S. Briggs,

teresting account of the T;iennia.l of , 83%; W. B. Mellish, 82°; C.T~Me-
1880, in last month's Review.  The | Clenaghan, 83° and a host of others.
subject is rather stale now, but we LThe ceremonies were beautifully per-
agree witl: him that the show should | formed, and over eighty gentlemen
take place Thursday, Friday and Sa- | afterwards did justice to the viands
turday—Sunday, rest; Monday, work; | of the Weddell House.

and that the parade should be under |

s military man, even if Gen. Ghart,

Gen. Sherman or Gen. Sheridan had
to be hired for the occasion.

We are glad to note that Bro. J.1L.
Townsend, of Rochester, N. Y., who
, formerly wrote under the nom de plume
i of ““Ashlar,” has resumed his old pos-

“A number of members~ of the |ition of editor of the Masonic depart-
Grand Lodge of Perfection of Cincin- | ment of the Rochester “‘Sunday Tri-
nati visited the Grand Consistory of , bune.” Prof. Townsend is a graceful
Eentucky at Louisville, in January, jand ready writer on Masonry, and
and were invested with the Chapter . withai bold in his exposure of wrong-
and Consistorial Grades from the 17th ; doing in high places. 'We welcome
to the 32nd inclusive.” 8o says the Mr. Townsend once more amongst
Masonic Review. How is it that these | the knights of the quill, with & warm.
gentlemen left their own jurisdiction, | and hearty greeting. T
and received their honors in a neigh- | '
boring one?

An interesting reception'of a Ma-
‘hommedsan into the mysteries of Ma-
sonry took place at Berlini, Nov. 10th.
The candidate was Oreis Marza, s re-
lative of the Persian Shah. 'The ini-
tiation ook place in the hall of the °

The Awmerican Masonie Press, we
note, is alluding to the Templar diffi-
cully in Canada, snd discussink its
practical importance. * We think we
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Grand County Lodge in Strasse, with
a very pumerous attendance. The
. W.Master asked the questionsthrouh

an interpreter. He was fully advised
of the meaning of the ceremonies and
afterwarda mads a speech. The Per-
sian Prince received the remaining
degrees a few days afterwards. A
cousin of his was previously made a
Mason.

The following is theraling of P.G. M.
J. F. Izlar, G. L. South Carolina:
«“After a oandidate has taken the
Master's degree, he can apply to any
lodge in the jurisdiction for member-
ship. The mere fact of having taken
the Master's degree in & certain lodge
does not make him & member of that
lodge. The only advantage he hasin
joiningthelodge in which he wasraised
is that he can become & member sim-
ply by signing the coustitution and
by-laws, whereas, if he desires to be-
come s member of another lodge, he
must apply regularly for affiliation,
and stand the ballot.” Qur Constitu-
tion, under Private Lodges, reads:
“Clause 14 —Every candidate initiated
in a lodge, becomes a member there-
of from the date of his initiation; and
is liable for regular lodge dues.” We
think our system the best.

‘We learn from the London Freema-
son that a very influential meeting of
the members of the “Allied Degrees”
took place on the 14th ult. at the Ma-
sonic Hall, Red Lion Square, Lon-
don. The degree of the Order of St.
Lawrence was first conferred. The
Council was next opened in ths grade
of Knight of Constantinople, and a
number of brethren installed. A con-
clave of the Order of the Red Cross of
Babylon was next opened, and this
pretty Little degree conferred in fall.
The proceedings terminaisd—or ra-
ther tae work—by the admission of &
namber of candidates into the degree
of High Priest, Is this the Order of
High Priesthood conferred op Prinoi-
pals and Past Principals of Chapters
in Ontario, and only on the High

Priest and Past High Priest of s
Royal Arch Chapter in the United
States? A bangquet took place subse-

quently.

P. G. M. Wilford, in his oration at
the laying of the foundation stone at
Yorktown, Va., said: “Freemasonry
is in no sense a secret society. It is
s confidential society. The times
and places of our meetings, our pur-
poses and our objects, ourroll of mem-
bership, our code of morals, are all
publicly known and avowed. Our
membership embraces men of every
grade of reputable society, every sect
of religion, every shade of political
opinion, and it is the privilege of
every member of ope lodge in good
standing with his own lodge to attend
any of the mestings of sister lodges.
Our code of morals is known and un-
derstood to be the same which is pro-
claimed from every Christian pulpit
and Hebrew synagogue wherever the
people are agsembled for the worship
of the living God.  Every Mason is
enjoined to be a peaccable man, and
never to allow himself to be involved
in conspiracies against the public
peace and the welfare of the nation.

—_—

The London Freemason says: ¢ In
England we shall all as Craft Masons
fully recognize the position taken by
Col. MacL.eod Moore, as Great Prior
of the Templar Organization, acting
under a patent of H.R. H. the Grand
Master of that distinguished body. It
is quite clear that any so-called at-
tempted formation of an independent
body will be an illegal one, by their
laws and the laws of Craft Masonry.
We regret to see this tendency now,
a8 we always fear these impatient
movements ewanate from s few rest-
less, busy and self-estimating men,
anxious for distinotion and notoriety,
the tinsel show of brief authority, for-
gotting that nothing is so Lad fox socie-
ty and the world, as repudiation of old
established formul®, thus schism from
lawfully constituted and suprome
bodies.”
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We wish particularly to draw the
attention of the readers of Trr Caxa-
piaN CrarTsMaN 0 the mass of gener-
al information that we have this
month collated from various souroes.
This feature of the magagine will, we
think, prove partiocularly instructive
and interesting to all lovers of our
royal art.  The proceedings of every
@Grand Body that we have received
during the past month have been care-
folly read, and selections, rulinge,
with questions and answers, culled
from the addresees of Grand Masters
and others high in authority ;
whilst the principal features worthy
of report from Committees on Juris-
prudence and Foreign Correspon-
dence have been selected with the
greatest care. In addition to this we
have condensed from our Europesan,
Australian and American exchanges
all items that we deemed worthy of
notice.  These efforts to present to
the readers of TER CRraFTSMAN every
month an epitome of the Masonic
news of the world will, we feel confi-
dent, prove of material advantage to
all students of our mysteries.

e

The London Freemason and Fxclu-
sive Sovereignty.

The London Freemason of January
28th, in alluding to our position with
regard to exclusive Grand Lodge

sovereignty in and fuor the Provinee of | .

us to lay far too much stress on Bro.
Graham’s argument anent exclusive
sovereignty of Masonie jurisdiction,
as he oalls it, whioh he obtains from
an entire misreading of one of the
older regulations which is incorporat-
od in our Book of Constitution.” Now
wo have carefully re read this clause,
and oan only discover one meaning
to it, and that is, that the United
Grand Lodge of Tingland will not re-
cognize any lodge working within her
jurisdielion that does not acknow-
ledge her authority. In other words,
she like the Grand Lodge of Scotland
claims for herself exclusive sovereign
powers over all lodges within her ter-
ritory, whether those lodges existed
prior to her own formation or not, as
is the case of Melrose Abbey Liodge in
Scotland.  In order, however, that
our readers may judge for themselves
we quote the passage referred to,
taken from Grand Master Graham'’s
able address on September 23, 1881.
He says: ** In the ¢ Constitutions of
the Ancient Fraternity of Free and
Accepted Masons,” Constuution of the
‘United Grand Lodge of England’ edi-
tion, August 1863, page 62, sec. 10,
‘Of Private Lodges,’ is the following =
¢ The precedency of lodges is derived
from the number of their constitution
ag recorded in the books of Grand
Lodge. No lodge shall be acknow-
ledged, nor its officers admitted into
Grand Licdge, or a Provincial Grand
Lodge, nor any of its members enti~
tled to partake of the general charity,
or other Masonic privileges, unless it
has been regularly constituted and
registered.’ ”’

Now the learned editor of the Lon-

(uebec, says: ¢ Our contemporary, | don Freemason expresses his wonder
L VIOV et et
Tae Caxavran CraFTsMAN, apperrs to | that we do nnt see that ihvt'is a re-
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gulation * ¢ qnoad ’ the Grand Lodge
only, and does not affect the question
of territorial jurisdiotion, which in
Ameries has becorne mixzed up with
exclusive sovereignty.” Then he adds,
exactly what we insiet upon, namely:
«Qriginally it was simply meant to
act compulsorily on lodges like those
of Swalwell, which did not acknow-
ledge for some time the Grand Lodge
of 1717, and were actually without
charters of any kind apparently.”
This is the very line of argument
taken by Dr. Graham and Tre
Crarrsman. It was meant to act
compulsorily on lodges like those of
Swalwell, which did not acknowledge”
the sovereign Masonic authority of
the jurisdiction in which they were
working. This is what we assert.
Swalwell and other lodges claimed
the privilege to work upon “time im-
memorial rights,” after the Grand
Liodge of England was formed or or-
ganized.

The Grand Lodge of England re-
fused to recognize these rights. The
Grand Lodge of Scotland still declines
to recognize uhe rights of Melrose
Abbey Lodge, although they existed
before the Grand Lodge of Scotland
was organized; and in the same way
the Grand Liodge of Quebec will not
suffer lodges to work in her jurisdie-
tion that will defy her coustitutions
and accept her rejested material.
This is the exact position of affairs,
and if the Grand Lodge of England
did find it necessary, and the Grand
Liodge of Scotland does find it neces-
sary, to enact statutes ‘“‘meant to be
compulsory on lodges . . which
did not acknowledge for some time
the Grand Lodge,” why should not
the Grand Lodge of Quebec do the

same? And in what partioular, we
would ask the Freemason, do we fail
to understand the meaning of this re.
gulation ¢ ¢ quoad’ the Grand Lodge
only.”

Again, the Freemason says: “Ii is,
in fact,a regulation affecting both the
membership and privileges of thoge.
who profess to form the Grand
Lodge.” We perfeotly agree. Thess
regulativns are for the distinet pur.
pose of maintaining and upholding
the supremacy and sovereiguty of the
United Grand Lodge of England,
within her own territorial jurisdic-
tion, By this statute she distinctly
declares that the United Grand Lodge
will not permit or tolerate any lodge
(no matter for how long a period she
mey have had those rights, prior to
her own foundation in 1717) to con-
tinue working within her jurisdiction
unless such lodge acknowledges her
supremacy. We fail to understand
what other meaning our cotemporary
can attach to this statute. It isclear
and concise. Thers is no hidden
meaning or dubious wording about it.

Brother Grahamn maintains that as
the Grand Lodge of England, the
premier Grand Liodge of the world,
and the Grand Lodge of Scotland
both decree that they will maintain
supreme authority within their own
respective jurisdietions, the Grand
Lodge of Quebec has an equal right
to maintain the same ; and those
Grand Lodges that claim for them-
selves such a right should accord to
others the same privilege.

The Freemason argues that ‘this
law does not affect territorial juris-
diction.” It affects it so far that no
lodge in either of these jurisdiotions
(England or Scotland) can ba recog-
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mnized unless it acknowledges the
Grand Lodge of the territory in which
it works. This is, to a certain extent
ab least, territorial jurisdietion, for if
they are working in. territory legally
o¢oupied by & Grand Lodge, they are
infringing mpon the ‘territorial juris-
diction” of that Grand Lodge.

We think we have conclusively
ghown, from our contemporary itself,
that according to English practice,
usage and oustom, lodges working
without & charter from the Grand
Lodge of the juriediction within which
such lodge works, 1is illegitimate and
illegal. This we believe to ba sound
Masonic law. Once we admit that
guch & lodge possesses inalienable
rights, we admit the right of an indi-
vidual lodge to destroy the harmony
of a whole Grand Lodge jurisdiction.
We know that when such lodges
existed within the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Canada they were a
constant source of annoyance, defy-
ing our rules and regulations, and at
times accepting our rejected material.
If our contemporary admits that this
is not for the welfare of the Craft or the
interests of Masonry, we can say no
more. Bro. Graham’s position we
look upon as unassailable, and we
trust that wise counsels will grevail
in the Grand Lodge of England, so
that at an early date those lodges in
Montreal will be advised to unite with
the Grand Lodge of Quebec. Asitis
they are growing weaker and weaker
every year, and their determination
to stand aloof is, we are afraid, mere~
ly a disposition to show their inde-
pendence rather than to exhibit their
love for the Order.

o
n oo

Tur Crarrsian only $1.50 a year.

Electioneering.

It is really most pitifal to note the
tendency of sbme men, calling them-
selves Masons, to electioneer for of-
fice in both Lodge and Grand Lodge.
We rémemnibér some years ago seeing
a printed ciroular issued d by & gentle-
man of high standing in the Craft,
asking the party to whom it was ad-;
dressed to use his influenee to secure
his (the writer's) election to the posi-
tion of District Deputy Grand Master.
Tt is impossible to conceive of & bro-
ther so demeaning himself; and such
an one, though perhaps not commit.-
ting a high Masonic misdemeanor, is
at least infringing upon the unwrit-
ten la.7 of the Craft. We cannot, of
course, prevent the friends of any
Mason from using their best endea-
vors to elect the brother of their
choice; that is and ever will be done,
but we think the less of it is done the
better. It causes cliques, sets, and
rings in the Grand Lodge, which
should have no place in that angust
assembly. We dislike those caucuses
in Masonry, which amount to simply
“You vote for our man and we’ll vote
for yours,” and too often resultin s
compromise which, as our Araerican
cousing say, causes the trrumphant
return of “the dark horse.”

It may be said, and said with truth,
that those who have occipied the
throne of thu Grand Lodges of Cana-
da (Ontario) and Quebec have been
and are men of unsullied reputation
and high honor. We admit it; but,
on the other hand, we fear it will not
always be so if the system of “rings”
which some are gradually mt"oducmg
is to be continued. It seems to us
that there is & want of prineiple in
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the whole thing, and we hope the day
is not far distant when those who &d-
vooate it will find that the mass of
the fraternity is aroused to the dan-
ger, and determined to stamp i$ out.

‘We have been led to make these
remarks from the evident faot that
the canvass has commenced already
in the Empire State, for the Grand
Mastership of that jurisdiction. The
Corner-Sisne and other Masonic jour-
nals throughout New York are rang-
ing themselves on different sides, and
the secrets of the fraternity are thus
open to the criticism of the secular
press.  We use the word secrets ad-
visedly, for we believe the discussion
of candidates for such a position
should only be within the tyled doors
of & lodge; and when we hear of
compromises being proposed across
the social board, and terms offered

over the cup of friendship, it savors |

to us of the trickery of the ward

politician, or the cunning of the stump |

orator. This we do not want in Ma-

sonry.
It is, therefore, with infinite regret

that we note this tendency in so im- |

portant a jarisdiction as that of New
York—to find that Masonic politi-
cians are running brethren for candi-

dates the same as they would for!

mayor of a town or member of Con-
gress. The gentlemen whose names
are thus bandied about are probably
quite innocernt, so far as they are
personally concerned ; but when the
Girand Liodge meets the matter should
be brought up, and an effort made to
condemn these debasers of Freema-
sonry. Fancy Tree Crarrsyawn advo-
cating Brothber So-and-so; another
praising ad sidera the noble qual-
ifications of Bro. B, and someone else

denouncing both, whilst extolling a.
third brother.  Such a system osn.
not be too strongly condemned. It
has often been said: ¢ Vote against
any man who solicits your suffrage,”
and never was batter advice given. If
8 brother is worthy of the honors of
the Craft, the Fraternity will tind him
out sooner or later. If, on the other
hand, he is unworthy, he should not
expect to receive them.

Now, the best plan to adopt in or-
der to prevent electioneering in the
Grand Bodies is to flect men in the
subordinate bodies who are sans re-
procke, and who are far, far above the
intrigues and trickery of wire-pullers.
Such men worid soon stamp oat the
nuisance and remove this stigma that
disgraces at times the legislative pro-

ceedings of the Craft. A Master or
i Past Master who has any regard for
| his position would scorn to be made a
j cats-paw of by a parcel of fellows
| whose love for the Order and know-
( ledge of the Craft are only commensu-
| rate with their electioneering abilities.
We have written sufficient for the
| present, however, upon this subject,
although we shall probably refer to it
again.

————— o

Peace and Harmony.

It is highly gratifying to think that
after so much wrangling, so much
bitterness, so much jealousy,so much
usurpation of rights, Peace reigns su-
preme amongst the Grand Liodges of
the United States. We always rejoice
when we find the grand doectrine of
exclusive Grand Lodge Sovereignty
making farther headway. It is the
basis upon which rests cur system of
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Masonic governmsnt on this contin-
ent, and every infringement of the
same should be crushed out upon all
ocossions and atb all hazards, It is
aseless to uphold tke dogma of unan.
imity in the formation of Grand
Lodges. If we did, Scotland at the
present time ‘would be wit.out a
sovereign suthority, se far as Symbo-
Jic Masonryis concerned, sinse Mel-
rose Abbey Lodge, after an existence
of over one hundred and fifty years,
declines to enrol herself under the
banner of the Grand Liodge of Scot-
land; it was ouly the other day that
the Irish Lodge at L’Orignal, Ontario,
surrendered her charter, and the
Grand Lodge of Quebec, after a prac-
tical and successful existence of over
thirteen years, finds the thr.e Eng-
lish iodges in Montreal as firm in
their allegiance to the mother Grand
Lodge of England as they were in
1869. Is it not, with these instances
before us, absurd to argue, as do the
Foice and Keystone, that no Grand
Lodge should be recognized as & sove-
reign Grand Body till all the lodges
within its jurisdietion unite with it?
The evils of concurrent jurisdiction
-are too great to be tolerated, and it
should be held asan indisputable rule
that the moment & Grand Lodge is
organized by a majority of lodges in
unoccupied Masonic territory (i. e.,
where there i3 no Grand Lodge) the
minority of lodges must either fall into
line or have their charters recalled or
cancelled. In granting a charter to
& lodge in unoccupied Masonic terri-
tory, let it be distinotly understood
that its powers cease the moment a
‘Grand Liodge is formed for such terri-
tory. Thisis the correct and only rule.
Unanimity is excellent in theory, but

totally inadmissible in practice. It
would leave it in the power of any
fourth-rate lodge to retard Masonry
for years in the jurisdiction in which
it was located. In fact, we cannot
conceive a greater calamily to the
Craft than placing it within the
power of & single lodge to obstruet
ad infinitum the prosperity of Masonry
in any given jurisdiction. It is in-
vesting with an absolute power an al-
most irresponsible party, and conse-
quently wounld necessarily prove inja-
rious to the interests of the Craft in
general.

‘We are willing to admit that anan-
imity, when it can be obtained, is
most desirablc ; but it is far from ne-
cessary. Look at the history of the
formation of Grand Lodges from the
earliest date, and we will find that in
the vast majority of cases unanimity
was an impossibility. The plan we
suggest, of only granting warrants in
unoccupied territory with power to

"work until a Grand Lodge may be or-

ganized there, would terminate thege
unseemly disputes ; but so long as
such lodges are permitted to exercise
their powers and continue w0 work, so
long will we find dissension with all
its concomitant evils.”

‘Would it not be ridiculous for the
Supreme Masonic Bodies of the world
to declare that the Grand Lodge of
Scotland was an inchoate or fractional
Grand Body, and not a sovereign 6%-
ganization, because Melrose Abbéy
Lodge continues to work on its “iime
immemorial” rights? And would it
not be equally absard to declare the
Grand Lodge of Quebec a body with-
out sovereign rights or supreme pri-
vileges because, forsooth, the Liodges
of 8t. Paul, 8t. Geotge and St. Tho-
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mas are determined to remain under
the allegi ce of the Grand Lodge of
England? To us the idea is prepos-
terous, and however much we may
advoeate unanimity and glory in peace
both msy be purshased at toe dear &
cost.

‘We who enjoy the privileges of a
Grand Lodge of our own, and have
peace and unanimity within our bor-
ders, have no right to say to the Ma-
sons of another jurisdiction that they
shall not have control over their own
local affairs, or set up a government
of their own, because, forsooth, one
malcontent and possibly insignificant
lodge says “No.” Once admit that,
and our new and rising territcries
would become & garden for Masonic
bickerings, jealowsies and disputes.
‘Wherever there is concurrent juris-
diction there is invariably discord and
dissension. There are different forms
of work, different laws and jurispru-
dence, and a natural tendency to run
opposition tickets to each other. Ri-
valry usurps the place of emulstion,
and strife reigns upon the throne of
harmony and peace.

Fortunately, however, as we before
stated, peace now reigns supreme in
the various jurisdictions to the south
of us, and we rejoice most heartily in
the same. There is still unfortnnately
a cloud the size of & man’s hand, on

the horizon of our sigter jurisdiction
of Quebec, but we trust and believe
onr English brethren there will soon
see the wisdom of allying themselves
with the flourishing and prosperous
‘Grand Lodge over which our erudife
brother, Dr, Graham, presides. If
they do not, it may yet cause trouble
and disturbance in that jurisdiotion;
but when we consider with what leni-

ency and courtesy our English breth-
ren have been thers {reated, we can.
not think they will pursue such a sui.
oidal conrse as to isolate themselves
from their brethren of Qnebec.

O-0-0n
-

Quebec vs. England.

The veteran Masorioc historian and
numismatician, William James Hugh.
an, than whom no oue can more au.
thoritatively set forth the facts and
fallacles adhered %o by $he Grand
Lodge of England in its unwise poligy
towards new Grand Lodges in various
dependencies of the Empire, has pub-
lished a third lefter h~ving special ye-
ference to the relations of Quebec vs.
England ; and while tenaciously ad-
hering (without good constitutiongl
reasons) to the so-called right of Eng-
lish lodges abroad to & continuance gt
will, under the jurisdiotion of the
Grand Lodge of England, he at the
same time gives utterance to the fol-
lowing, among other significant sen-
tences:—An English lodge “is enti-
tled to the support of its alma mater
as long as it obeys the laws™ (and of
course, on his theory, not a day long--
er). Again: ‘“My impression is thaf
when a Grand Lodge has been formed
for geveral years, and has such a fine
future before it of usefulness and
prosperity as the Grand Lodge of
Quebec has, all subordinate lodges
would do well to ‘fall into line,’ ac-
cording to the prayer of the learned
and talented Grand IMaster of that
energetic Grand Body,” ‘‘and any-
way, §o far as we can judge, it is but
a question of time ; for in time if ig
not at all likely thiat lodges which
prefer their isolation will last, as the
brethren generally will naturally pre-
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for the banmer of their own Grand
Lodge, o to speak, than to belong to
lodges which have no local prestige.
In the natural course of things, if the
members do not, whilst they are nu-
merous, make good terms, they are
not likely to do so well by deferring
their anion to a period when extine-
tion else 18 before tham.”

<&
<

“Qonservative” Pennsylvania Has
Svoken.

o

The Hon. Richard Vaux, Past
@rand Master, and chairman of the
committee on Foreigr Correspondence,
reported to the Grand Lodge of Penn-
gylvania at its one hundred and forty-
niuth annual communication (it being
the oldest Grand Lodge on this conti-
nent), held on the 27th day of Dec.
lagt, as follows, concerning the Grand
Lodge of Quebeec:

“The address of the Grand Master
of Quebeo is very interesting, cover-
ing the question or foreign relations
generally, and domestic relations be-
tween the Grand Lodges of the Pro-
vinoes. It officially states the settle-
ment of the differcnces between the
Grand Lodge of Socotland and the
Grand Lodge of Quebec, that the
8 Grand Lodge of Quebec refused to
3 accept the conditiunal recognition of

{ it by the Grand Lodge of England,
declares for the American doctrine of
exclusive Grand Lodge Sovereignty”
88 (whioh the G. M. of Quebec proved to
B Do originally British), “‘and sets forth
P in fall the correspondence between
8 the Grand Master of England and the
B Grand Master of Quebec.” (Then
B follow lengthy extracts from the ad-
9% dress.) i
@ “The Grand Master of Quebec de-
i clares that longer forbearance of the
88 Grand Lodge of Quebec with the

{ Grand Lodge of England and the

three lodges ander English jurisdic-
tion in the Provinee of Quebee, can.
not be looked for. He intimates that
he will be forced to stern ard impbra+
tive measures, and significantly hintd
at what those measures may be.
Nevurshesess he counsels further deld-
beration befote action. It is an ex-
ceedingly well prepared address, and
we take the liberty of remarking just
here that to out off communication
with the Grand Lodge of England,
and declare the three lodges clandes-
tine, is not beyond the compass of
the Grand Lodge of Qusebec's intend-
ed and, we modestly submit, proper
action.”

\

Editorial Items.

Tae Masonic Home.—This is the
name of & new applicant for Masonis
favors, published at Waco, Texas, by
Bro. Street. As the subscription
price is only fifty cents per annum,
it can scarcely fail to secure a larga
list of subscribers. We hope to sée
it soon enlarged, and thoroughly sup-
ported by the Craft in the South.

Ax InposTor.—A brother wrote us
from Orillia the other day stating
that an individuaal clainiing to be a
member of 8 New York Lodge, No.
889, was seeking for recognition
88 a Mason there. We wrote the
Grand Secretary on the subject, and
received the following reply:

Office of the Grand Seccetary of the Grand
Lodge of F, & A. M. of the State of
New York,

New York, March 23, 1883,

Dear S and Bro.,—Referring to your
letter of March 21st, permit me to say the
person in question, if not a fraud, at least
has given you & Lodge No. (889) which the
lodges in this Siate have not yet reached.
Our highest No. is 784,

Fraternally,
E. M. S. Egners.

R. W. J. B. Trayes.

A warm reception should be given
l this frand wherever he goes.




88

THE CANADIAN ORAFISMAN.

. Bro.Kexnine will accept our thanks
for a copy of the * Cosmopolitan Ma-
gonic Calendar, Diary and Pocket-
Book for 1882." No Mason should
be without it. It is the Masonic
Vade Mecum. In it all the different
Orders and Rites, Grand Liodges and
‘Grand Chapters, with the addresses
-of their principal officers, are given.
The price is only fifty-four cents, in-
cluding postage. Address, Geo. Ken-
ning, *The Freemason,” London,
Eng.

Our readers will learn with pro
found regret of the death of the be-
loved wife of M. W. Bro. J. K. Kerr,
Past Grand Master of ihe Grand
Lodge of Canada, which took place
at the family residence, Toronto, a
few days ago. The deceased lady
was the daughter of the late Hoa.
Chancellor Blake, and sister of the
Hon. Messrs. Bdward and S. H.
Blake. She took an active part in
the various charitable movements of
the city, and was generally beloved
and respected. The Craft throughout
the Dominion will join us heartily in
extending the warmest sympathy to
our M. W. Bro. in the hour of his
great afiliction.

—_—r———
Presentation to V. W. Brother Alfred
Pearson.

A large number of the bLrethren of
Prince Rapert’s Lodge, No. 1, assem-
bled in the Masonic Hall, Winnipeg,
on the evening of January 81st, the
occasion being the presentation of a
Pagt Master's gold jewel to V. W.
Bro. Alfred Pearson, P.M. The chair
was occupied by W. Bro. John Me-
Kechnie, W. M. of the Lodge, who,
after a few words of welccme, an-
nounced that he had a pleasing duty
to perform. He then proceeded to
read the following address:

Y. V. BRO. ALFRED PEARSON, I. P, M., I'RINCF

RUPERT'S LODGE, No. 1,6. 1. M., A. F. &
A, M.

For the past vear, elected l;y the unani. .

mous vote of your brethren, you have oc.
cupied the chair und wielded the gavel of

Prince Rupert’s Lodge. During that time
you have discharged the duties of your of.
fice, not only to the best of your ability but
to the acceptance of the Craft  Upon the
relinguishment of your stewardship, your
brethren have thought that your devotion
to the interests of the Lodge, your punctu.
ality in attendance, your kindly manner of
government while in offico. merited s fit.
ting tribute of regard. We, your brethren
and associates, have therefore procured s
testimonial, which it is hoped will give you
pleasure to accept av the present time, and
wluch, 1 the years to come, as you review
the events of your life, will remind you of
the period when you presided over our
deliberations as Worshipful Master.

Dear friend, recesive from your brethren
of Prince Rupert’s Lodge this token of their
esteem ; and should the uncertainties of
human life or the vicissitndes of fate sever
the associations now so pleasantly existing,
or sorrow or misfortune overtake you, be
comforted in the knowledge that this token
is a testimony of loving hearts, and that
my expressions are the interpretation of
sentiments which have found birth in the
hearts of your brethren.

Joux McKecoxik, W. M.,
On behalf of the officers and brethren of
Prince Rupert's Lodge, No. 1.

The gift was a genuine surprise to
Bro. Pearson, who accepted it in o
brief and feeling reply, thanking the
brethren for the beautiful testiraonial,
i assaring them that to the latest hour
of his life he would bear in affection-
ate remembrance their innuraerable
kindnesses to him, and to the very
sundown of life he would for their
sakes dearly cherish and jealously
treasure the beautiful souvenir.

The jewel was manufactured in
Toronto and is & very handsome one,
being of solid gold, and bears the fol-
lowing inscription: ¢ Presented to V.
W. bro. Alired Pearson, by the offi-
j cers and brethren of Prince Rupert's
! Liodge, No.1, G.R.M., A.F.and A.M,,
as a token of esteem.”

The Liodge being duly closed, the
brethren and invited guests adjourn- §&
ed to the Norfolk House, where a &
splendid ‘repast was served. ,_
. refreshments, speeches and songs B

1

!

mc: °t enjoyable evenings ever spent §
i in Prince Rupert’s Lodge. :

After B

were given, the Dbrethren separat- ?'_"f-
ed at o late hour, afier one of the §
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Templary,

Tur London ZFreemason says Bro.
Carson, that very able Masonic writer
and student, is right no doubt in his
-main contention, that a Trinitarian
basis—an avowal of beliof in the Foly
Trinity—has always been the mark
and token of Christian Templary.
From its active promulgation by Dun-
keeley in this country such has been
the invariable dogma, the unvarying
.avowal it made; so much so that
none but believers in the Trinity
could be preperly or conscientiously
members of the Order. Such an as-
sertion has also, no doubt, we may
add, an historical certainty as its
characteristic and reality.

almost apooryphal. Af the same
time. we say this—we are open to evi-

. dence, proper evidence, on this sub-

jeot.  There is no trace of Templary
in England, so far as we are aware,
striotly speaking, pefore 1780. It has
been alleged that th sre are much ear-
lier Templar warr.nts. We can only
say that we should like to see them,
and have them exhibited to experts.
‘We do not believe that any such real-
ly exist. But then, on the other
hand, Templary exists now, and it
sgems to us far better to deal with it
a8 it is than to enter upon researches
that lead to nothing, and indulge in
discussions upon archaic forms and
ceremonies about which we have not

When | g scintilla of trustworthy evidence. In

Templary appeared in England, is a | all probability, Templary, like some

very moot question. The well known
Ramsay in France, in 1756, first threw
out the idea of a Knightly and Crusa-
dory origin for Freemasonry, not es-
pecially Templar: indeed, he is cred-
ited with the Rite de Bouillon, which
took its name from the famous God-
frey de Bouillon, the leader of the
first crusade. The Templar perpetu-
ation theory emanated from the Cha-
piere de Clermont, at Paris, and to
have culminated in the “strict obser-
vence” under Von Hund. But there
was no contemporary movement in
England. Some attempts have been
made to identify the Stuarts with
Templary in 1745, but we apprehend
the evidence is very scanty and dubi-
ous on that head also—as hazy as
that of the Rosi Croix of Heredom at
Arras, at the same date. We do not
contend that these assertions are pos-
itively untrue, but only that they are
very doubtfal; so doubtful as to ren-
der them, we are inclined to think,

l
|
|

other grades, came to England from
the continent; but to prove that Ma-
sonic Tewplary is indigenous to Eng-
land we must also certify the existence

of some lingering remains of the old
Templars. But that is a “‘orux” that
overpasses even our able Bro. Car-
gon’s admitted Masonic power and
knowledge to remove or smooth over.
That the Templars had & ‘secreta
receptiz,” with ceremonies akin to
Magonic forms, is, we think, prove-
able from the examinations at Paris
preseribed by Dupuy and others; but
how Masonic Templary got to Eng-
land, or when received in England—
if it was, received-—must be left, we
apprehend, to that mystery and ob-
scurity in which it has long been in-
volved. Bro. Carson’s account of its
existence in Kngland in 1780 or there-
abouts, if not earlier, cannot be ac-
cepted as either historical or authen-
tic. We shall awalt with interest to
hear what the Great Prior of Canada,
Col. Moore, and our friend Rt.Em. Sir
Knight Enoch Carson, have to say in
response to Bro. Woodward’s views
on the question.
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The following letter has been issned !
by M. E. 8ir Knight Colonel Moore,
Great Prior, and is ordered to be read
aloud in all Preceptories under the
jurisdiotion of the National Great
Priory of Canads at the first meeting
after its reception. = The banuners to
be draped in mourning, and the Fra-
tres to have their sword hilts and,
jewels veiled in orape for the space of |
three months thereafter:

Lapratrz, Prov. or QUEBEC,
31st Day of January, A.D, 1882.

The Great Prior, to all Precepiors and Fra
ires of the Orders of the Temple and Maita
in the said Jurisdiction.

VErRY DEAR BRETHREN:

It is with the deepest feelings of profound |
sorrow and regret that I take this opportu-
nity to make known to you the death of our
Very Eminent }Fratre Thomas Douglas
Harington, Past Grest Sub-Prior of the
Dominion, and Representative of Great
Priory of England and Wales, which sad |
event took place at his residence in Pres-
cott, Ont., on Fridey, the 13th of Janaary,
1882.

Our Brother bad passed the allotted span
of life, being in his seventy-fourth year at
the time of his decease, and the **All Mer-
ciful God” had vouchsafed to lum, not, only
length of years and of honors, but also
comparative freedom from pain, disease,
and decrepitude during his earthly pilgrim-
age. He passed away with great sudden-
ness, while conversing in the evening twi-
light with his family, after having spent
the day in his usual health and activity,—
one momentary pang and all was over;
“The Silver Cord was loosed, the Golden
Bowl broken, and the spirit had returned
to God who gave it.”

Bro. Harington was born a5 Windsor,
Enpglend, on the 7tk June, 1808, and was
descended on his father’s side from a good
old English family, while he inherited from
his mot}r - & portion of the renowned line-
age of the gallant Douglas lipe. He spent
big early life as a midshipman in the Royal
Navy, and afterwards as an officerin the
Egst India Company's merchant service.
In 1832 he became & resident of Canada,
and shortly afterwerds entered the Civil
Service of the Crown, in which he remain-
ed antil his retirement four years ago, hav-
ing obtained the position of Deputy Re-
ceiver General, closing & service of forty.
six years without spot or stain,

Bro. Harington received the Light of Ma-

sonry in 1843, gnd from fivst to last was an
earnest and energetic worker in the Craft,
He was deservedly honored by his brethren
by the highest offices in their gift ; having
been repeatedly electad Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge, and Grand First Princi-
pal of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch

| Magons of Canada. On the 10th of April,

1854, he was installed a Enight Templar in
the “Hugh de Payens” Preceptory, King-
ston, Ontario, and bringing to the chivalrie
order the same energy and zeal that he had
given to Craft and Capitular Masonry, he
soon obtained the highest and most honor-
able position the Sir Knights, lus brethren,
could confer upon him.

As was but right, his funeral, which took
place on Tuesday, the 19th January, was
deemed & fitting occasion for showing
the love and esteem in which his memory
is held by his brethren. The Grand Mas-
ter of the Grand Lodge of Canada. assisted
by several Past Grand Masters and geveral
distinguished brethren, conducted the bar-
ial ceremonies. A large number of Masons
from all parts of Cunada attended, while
the Cosmopolitan character of the Craft
was well ilgxstmbed by the pressnce in the
procession of the two Lodges, the Chapter,
and the Commandery of Knights Templar
belonging to Ogdensburg, New York. I
have much pleasare in publicly tendering
the cordial thanks of the Great Priory of
Canads to the Eminent Commander and
Sir Knight1 of the above ruentioned Tem-
plar body, for the chivalric courtesy with
which they volunteered and gave their ser-
vices as an escort to .he remains of thede-
ceased.

The body of our lamented brother was
interred in the old “Blue Church Burying
Ground,” in Augusta, near the town of
Prescott, where he had often expressed a
wish to be laid at rest; an historic spot,
where, under the shade of the evergreen
pines, lie sleeping so many of the United
Empire Loyalists of the surrounding coun-
try. To the revered company of thess men
of true Faith, Loyalty and Honor, one
more fitting companion is now added, for of
2 sarety no man more true and faithful in
his reliance upon his Divine Saviour, more
loyal to his Queen and country, and more
honorable and generous to his fellow-men,
therein reposes,than Thomas Douglas Har-
ington, my old, troe and valued friend,
whom we all deeply lament.

“Very pleasant hast thou been to me,
my brother.”

1 Wa, J. B. MacLEeop MoorE,
Grand Cross of the Temple,
Grand Prior Dom. of Can.,

g

TrE Canapiax CrarTsyan only $1.50 per
apnum. Sovbscriptions can begin at any
time.
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Dedication of the Masonic Pemple in London.

On the 7th inst. the magnificent Masonic
Temyle at London, of which we give an
engraving above, was dedicated by the
Most Worshipful the Grand Master and
the officers of the Grand Lodge of Canada
(Ontariv). Some fifteen hundred Masons
formed in procession, and the members of
the Suvereign Sanctuary of the Ancient and
Accepted Egyptian Rite of Memphis, 96°,
in their rick uniforms, at the special re-
quest of the Committee of Management,
acted as escort to the officers of the Grand
Lodge, thus adding very much to the ap-
pearance of the procession, which was
headed by the magnificent band of the Fu-
siliers. Large crowds lined the streets. 2
The Craft first assembled at the drill shed,
and then marched to the Masonic Temple, |

where Grand Lodge was opened in ample
form in the library room. Some of the
members of the Sovereign Sanctuery hav-
ing forgotten to bring their blue lodge
aprons with them, were of course unsble to
gain admission, which rather raised & laugh
at their expense; but of course it wonld
have been as impossible to admit a Knigl*
of the Rosi Croix in regalia as it would
have been to allow & Enight Templar to
enter Grand Lodge in full uniform. There
was neither discontent nor annoyance felt
regarding it, as some of the secular press
have endeavored to make out. Indeed the
Grand Master of the Sovereign Sanctuary
wrote to his officers in London, requesting
them to see that the members of the Sove-
reign ‘Sanctuary took their blue lodge rega-
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lis with them, so thaet they could attend
Grand Lodge. The affair, however, was
universelly acknowledged to be a grand
success, and will long be remembered as &
red letter day in the *Tasonio calendar of ‘
London. We are glad to note that M. W,
Bro. Col. Moffat, in his address, alluded to
the question of suspension of Gues. The
subject certainly requires somc legislation;
the way it stands now is a disgrace to the
Grand Lodge of Canada.

The following is the list of officers:-—

M.W. Bro Lieut. Col. Moffat, G.]M.
R.W. Bro. Wm. Miiliner, as D.G.M.

¢ ‘¢ DeWitt Martyn, D.D.G.M.
Robert Mackay, 2.D.D.G. M.

W. D. McGloghlin, P.D.D.G.M.
‘W. Hayden, G.S.W.

T. H. Tracy, as G.J.W.

Evans Davis, G. Chap.

E. Mitchell, G. Treas.

E. H. Long, G. Registrar.

J. J. Mason, G. Sec.

R. B. Hungerford, as G. D. of C.
R. Radcliffe, G.S.D.
J. Ross Robertson, G.J.D.
Thos. Brock, Grand Steward.
H. Dreany, ‘
H. C. Owen,
Jas. Priddis,
W. K. Atkinson,
John O’Donohue,
A. 3. Munson,
F. J. Hood, G. Tyler. .

The Graund Lodge then proceeded to the ;
blue room, where the impressive ceremo-
nies of dedication took place. At the con-
clusion of the cerewonies, which were wit-
nessed by a very large number of the breth-
ven, the Grand Master delivered a stirring |

address.  Adfter alluding to the ceremony |
of dedication, which was more ancient than
Masonry itself, and to the absence of Grand
Lecturers, or Orators as they are termed
across the lines, the Grand Master was
glad to know that while he was unequal to
tne task of delivering an oration, still wa
had in our midst a class of gentlemen who
were able to fill the breach. He was parti-
cularly fortunate in this respect at present,
as the Grand Chaplain was a Londoner,
and a gentleman who could deliver as good
a Masonic address or sermon as any brother
in Freemasonry. The speaker, however,
had no intention of shirking the responsi-
bility of addressing such a large and influ- |

@

i

.

3

ential body of Masons as he saw before him
from all sections of the jurisdiction. He
had read an able article in the last number
of & Canadian Masonic periodiocal, the cap-
tion of which was, ‘“What is the pr: +ical
work of Musvury, and of what practical use
is it to its members?’ These were very
pertinent questions to ask. Marny young
Masons are within this lodge room, and
many old ones as well. Ask yourselves if
it has done you good.  If it has not done
its duty, something must bave failed—
somebody must be wrong. If you are not
the brethren as contomplated; if you are
jealous of each other; if you treat brethren
as if they did not belong to the Order, then
something is wrong. It is not the fault of
Masonry. It does not teach you not to be
true to each other. It is the faull of our-
selves. No better organization enists out-
side of the Christian religion—se capable of
benefiting men, and making them upright,
gober, honest citizens. It has done its
duty for ages, and will stand the test long
after we are dead. and gone. He was sorry
that Masonry was not better understood in
Canada. Since the organization of the
Grand Lodge, some twenty-six years ago,
we have for the most part been occupying
our time in learning the ritual. Very few
rituals are nicer or more beautiful, but at
the same time it is simply a ceremony.
The trouble has been that the young Mason
was left at the close of his initiation in ut-
ter ignorance of the principles of the Order
and what he ought to be as & member of
the great fraternity. The result of this de-
reliction on the part of the Grand Lodgein
the past has been a coldness and apathy all
over the country—no real true brotherly
friendship. Masonry of that kind is a
sham. You are doing it, and the sooner
you correct the system the better. Go
back to the old country, which I visited
last summer, and take & lesson from the
brethren there. The W.M.sand P.M.s who
are present share the work in all the de-
grees, so as to share the interest all they
possibly can in the work, and the result is
seen in large attendance at meetings, & vi-
gorous, healthy feeling pervading every-
thing, and an 1ntellectual development in
regard to the Order a wvisitor but little
dreams of. That is what 18 demanded here.
Every brother has an influence m the ex-
tension of work of this character, and he
asked all to correct as speedily as possible
the evils avhich were known 1n this regard.
The fruits of the lethargy to which he had
referred were seen in the statistics of last
year. There were 1,235 initiations, 411
joinings, and 134 restorations—in all 1,800
added to the roll. That was a very fair
show. But let us take a look at the other
side. There were 799 resigoations, 174
deaths, 27 expulsions, and 637 brethren
suspended for non payment of dues, which
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left only & balance of 183 to our credit.
This was not a comfortable state of things,
and must be remedied. There was no rea-
son for the resignations. Brethren shoald
not sire of Mesonry. It is & noble Order,
and t-ey should stand by it till the last gun
1s fired. XIn regard to the suspension for
the non-payment of dues, the Grand Mas-
ter expressed his approval of the course
adopted by the Grand Lodge of Scotland,
which allowed a brother so situated to visit
the lodge but prohibited him from voting.
That, to his mind, was a much preferable
gystem to the one in vogue in Canada. In
conclusion, he asked the brethren ever to
keep 1n remembrance the three great tenets
of Masonry—Brotherly Love, Relief and
Truth. With them as their watchword the
brethren would become what nature had
intended them to be——model men and up-
right citizens, no matter what position in
life they are called to occupy The Grand
Master was loudly applauded on resuming
his seat.

R W. Bro. E. Davis, the Grand Chap-
lain, also addressed the brethren. W. Bro.
Dewar, W. M. of 209, on behalf of the com-
nittee, thanked the visiting brethren for
their attendance. The Grand Lodge and
brethren then adjourned to a banquet at
the City Hall, at which Colonel Moffat
was presented with an admirable portrait
of himself, dressed in his regalin as Grand
Master.

THE NEW TEMPLE.

The building is one of the handsomest in
Canuda.  The blue room is 34x43, and 20
fest high. The furnishings are rich and
substantial. The emblems of the Order are
worked into the fresco work on the walls
and ceiling. The St. Croix Chapter rooms
comprise & suite of about ten apartments,
there being three rooms for meeting, ac-
cording to the degree, and the several ante-
rooms in connection with each of these.
The main room is tuat in which the 18th
degreo is given, and on this the memters
seein bo huve lavished a great deal of money.
It is really gorgeous. Nothing equals it for
splendor in the city. The furniture in
every part of the roora is of ebony finish,
relisved with bright gold. On the same flat
¢hat the blur, room occupies, are the fine
rooms of the Royal Arch degrue, in which
the Companions of St. John's Chapter No.
3. and St. George’s Chapter No. 5, hold
their meetings. The apartment in which
the meetings are held is cosy aud rich,
without being gandy. Adjoining these are
the rooms of Richard Coour de Leon Pre-
ceptory No. 4, K. T.,and Enoch Counoil No.
10. They are well arrangec. aud admirably
adapted for their purposes.

The Canadian Knights Templar and
Convent General.

‘We publish the followirg communi-
cation to the London Freemason, from
Sir Knight Bmra Holmes, in order to
show the feeling in England regarding
the ‘“Canadian Templar difficulty”:

To the Editor of Tt FREEMASON.

Dear Sir axp BrotrER,—I beg to forward
» manifesto from Col. Maclieod Moore,
Great Prior of Canada, which I have just
received, and which I think will be read
with interest by your numerous readers,
especially those who are Templars

The document speaks for itself, and I
have nothing to add to it, except to say, I
feel sure all Knights Templar will applaud
the sentiments of loyalty expressed by my
valued friend and correspondent, the gal-
lant old colonel, who is probably the most
learned and enthusias:ic member of the
Order now living, and but for whom pro-
bably Canadian Templary would hardly
have existed.

I join issue with the Great Prior, how-
ever, when he says Convent General no
longer exists; but I excesdingly regret that
it has not met for so many years, and that
H.R.H. the Grand Master has been unable
of lato to attend the meetings of the Order.
Any one, however, who chooses to refer to
the Cosmopolitan Celendar for this year
will find therein a list of officers of Convent
General. (Here follows list.)

Convent General may be called together
at any time the Prince of Wales, as Grand
Master, thinks fit, and it is for serious con-
templation whether His Royal Highness
may not think it desirable and advantage-
ous to the Order, which is proud to have
him at their head, that it should be sum-
moned to meet in London or Dublin at an
early date, or at least not later than the
us:al meeting of Great Priory in May.

I cannot believe that it is the desire of
Canadian Templars generally to be absolv-
ed of their allegiance to the Prince as Grand
Master, but rather that the ambitious aims
of some one or two are endeavored to be
foisted on the Order, to secure an absolate
independence calculated to serve their own
selfish ends and present aggrandisement.

Yours fraternally,
Enga Horves,
Rep. of Canada in Gt. Priory of England.

— -
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Arrsnsas.—We are again indebted
to Rt. Em. Sir Knight R. E. Salle fox-

For printing send te the Crar1sman. | courtesies—this time being Proceed-
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ings of Grand Commandery of Ar- ! The Rosi Croix Chapter only confers
kansas for 1881. The address by the = from the fourth to the eighteenth in-
‘Gracd Commander Johnson is well : clusive. The Senates from the eigh-
written, and principally of local in. | teenth to the forty-fifth inclusive. The
terest.  He feelingly alludes to the | Mystioc Temple from the forty-fifth to
death of the lamented Garfield and | the ninetieth inclusive. The ninety-
talented Blackie. The Committee on ! first, ninety-second, ninety third,nine.
Meunorials of the Dead, of which Sir ) ty-fourth and ninsty-fifth are offictal,
Knight Salle was chairman, very pro- ; and regarded as rewards for merit,
perly add the name of the erudite ' being conferred onlyin the Sovereign
Mackey. There are four comman- | Sanciuary. The ninety-sixth is con-
deries on the roster, with a member- | fined to the Grand and Past Tirand
ship of one hundred and fifty-one. Masters. The Rite is founded on the
Rt. Em. Sir Knight A. J. Thompson, ; first three degrees of Ancient Craft
Gr. Com.; Em. Sir Knight J. A. ’ Masonry, and does not pretend to
Henry, Gr. Recorder, both of Little | work or communicate the same o any
Rock. i profane.

—_———

The Royal Arch work differs so in| At the Querterly Convocation of

the different jurisdictions of the Unit- | the Supreme Grand Chapter of Eng.
ed States, that when a Companion |land, held at Freemasons’ Hall Feb.

gsometimes crosses the border line of | 1st, Col. Shadwell H. Clarke, G.8.E.,
his own State, he finds himself in a | informed Grand Chapter that during
mist, and possib'y unable to gain ad-, the recent search which had been in-
migsion to & chapter, or rather to | sfituted in the ¢ muniment” room of
work his way in. Even the W. is in | Grand Lodge, amoug various old
dispute.  Some give the tri-literal, A books and papers, they found an ori-
others the tri-syllabic, aud others the ; ginal docvment. On examination }t
tri-lingual, and the Reciew might have . Was found to be no less than the ori-
added, some demand all three. Penn | ginal charter of compact under which
sylvania, of course, works something | Grand Clgapter was constituted, and
like we in Canada. The question nowl ander which ihey were assembled
is, what is the use of the General | that very morning. That charter of
Grand Chapter? In 1880 that august | confirmation bore dale 1767, and it
but powerless body adopted a ritual. | appeared to have been the result of
‘Wisconsin adipted it; Ohio rejected | an vnderstanding that wax come to
it; some acted upon i, others didn't; | by various Royal Arch Masons on the
or rather, each Grand Chapter did as I modern sxdg to form themselveq into
it liked, as each Grand Chaptsr will | & body, having a regularly constituted
do as it likes regarding tie Cryptic | government, and therefore they drew
Degrees. | up this document. It is signed by
—— | Low Blamey and several other distin-

"-he Kneph gives an interesting ac- , guished Masons of the period. Under
count of the annual session of the } that charter of compact Grand Chap-
Sovereign S&nctu&ry of the Egyptian i ter ha:S ever since existed. This in-
Rite of Mempbis, 96°, held in Lon. ; teresting document was at once glean-
don, England, Jan. 81—the day first | ed and framed, and now hangs in the
appointed for holding the Sovereign | hall of the Grand Lodge of England.
Sanectuary of Canada at London, Ont. |
The Rit: is composed of 96 degrees,, The learned Bro. T.B. Whytehead,
which are given in four distinet bod- ! in an article on Worshipful Masters,
ies, termed Rosi Croix Chapters, Sen- | in the London Freemason, writes: *Re-
ates, Grand Councils or Mystic Tem- ' garded from the intelligent side, the
ples, and the Sovereign Sanctuary. | German system seems to have many
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advantages over ours. There the
Worshipful Master is selected for his
mental endowments and educationsal
training, and is re-elected year after

ear, sometimes for a long pericd,
whilst the other members are content
to-ocoupy the minor chairs in their
tarns. Of course, in one sense this is
not the way %o popularize Masonry,
but rather to keep it silent; and there-
fore if the accession of vast numbers
be the great aim and object of the
Craft, the German plan is not to be
recommended,  The question to be
decided i8, are mere numbers to be
regarded as strength? Many of our
best Masons will say ¢No;’ and that
in extending so rapidly as we are do-
ing we are sowing the seeds of disso-
lution. Itistrue that we are wealthy,
that our charities are large and vigo-
rous; but is it not possible that in ad-
vertising our good works, as we do in
the public press, we are reducing our-
selves to the condition of a mere ben-
fit snd mutusl insurance society, and
that members are now entering our
portals for no other purpose than fo
share, or that their families may share
in the suppoesed substantial benefits
of our Order?

P Sw—

The following remarks of Brother
Whytehead are so apropos of one of
our editorials that we regret we did
not see them in time to introduce
them: “If members of lodges could
only be brought to realize the true
dignity and importance of Masonry,
the chairs of our lodges would not be
80 often occupied by unsuitable breth-
ren. If Masons had the honor and
reputation of their lodges at heart,
they would not imperil them by en-
trusting them to insecure hands. And
lastly, if candidates took to heart the
lessons of humility and dependence
which are so early inculcaied, the bulk
of them would hesitate before aspiring
to, or at any rate undertaking, an of-
fice for which a very moderaie amount
of honest reflection would satisfy them
that they are utturly unfitted, or, at
best, very partially qualified. A bet-

ter olass of Masters would induce a
higher order of candidates, and in-.
stead of finding the more intelligent
of our members absenting themselves

! from lodge meetings, we should see
i our Order taking & much higher stand

amongst our social institations, at-
tractive to men of culture, and not
sought after by the vain and idle man
nor regarded solely as one method of
killing time or an excuse for convivi-
ality.

<O

Canadian Masonic News,

W. Bro. J. M. Caldwell was pre-
sented with a Past Master's jewel by
the brethren of Evergreen Lodge,
Lanark, on the eve of his departure
from theve for Winnipeg.

Bro. Robert Ramsay, 96°, Grand
Master of the Sovereign Sanctuary of
Canada, has been elected an honor-
ary member of the Sovereign Sanec-
tuary, with rank of Past Grand Mas-
ter of the same.

M. W. Bre. Col. Moffat has recom-
mended W. Bro. J. L. Jarvis, P. M.
of Union Lodge, No. 880, G. R. C.,
London, to the position of Grand Re-
presentative of the Grand Lodge of
Ohio, in the place of R. W. Bro. R.
Ramsay, who receatly resigned the
same.

About thirty-five members of Pnyx
Lodge, Wallaceburg, visited Marine
City, Mich., recently, when the offi-
cers of the Lodge in that place were
installed. The visitors were hand-
aomely treated by the brethren of
that city, who are invited to pay a
visit to Wallaceburg this winter, and
have promised to do so.

LaupasLe Pracrice.—St. Franecis
Lodge, Richmond, P.Q., has for seve-
ral years subscribed and paid for
three copies of THE Crarrsaan, for
the use of its officers and members.
‘We hope every Lodge in the Domi-
pion will follow this laudable exam-
ple. No other investment of a like
small amount would contribute so
much to the welfare of the craft.
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A Lodge under the jurisdiction of
the Grand Lodge of Oanada which
had been in the habit of celebrating
the anniversary of 8t. John the Evan.
gelist by & little social supper, nntil
fast year had been in the habit of
invising the ladies of the members to
join them. Last St. John's Day the
Lodge pursued the same niggardly
course, but the Iadies were not to be
outwitted, and on Tuesday evening,
after the Lodge was closed and the
brethren were duly seated at their
table, word came to them one by one
that their wives, sisters, etc., wished
to see them at the house of a brother
not far distant from the Lodge-room.
On entering the house they found
the ladies enjoying themselves at
their oyster supper, and the gentle-
men were politely invited to be seated
and partake of their bounty. There
never was a more badly sold lot of
Masons than they were, and they
vowed the ladies would grace their
tables at the next 27th of Deceinber
festival.

e o

London Masonic Mutual Benefit
8ociety.

An alarming rumor was current a
few days ago to the effect that the
highly esteemed secretary cfthe above
society, R.W. Bro. H. A. Bexter, was
$18,000 short in his cash. Tviis creat-
ed quite a stir among the members of
the society, those knowing the brother
and the manner in which the financial
affzirs of the institution are conducted
feeling certain that there must be a
terrible mistake somewhere, and so it
proves, as the following paragraph
from the Liondon .4dvertiser will con-
vinee every one-

« Somewhere out west there exists,
or struggles for existence, a Mutual
Benefit Society whose affairs are sad-
ly in want of reconstruction. A skort
time ago the secretary became dis-
gusted with the prospeect, put on his
hat, locked the office door and threw

the key in the well, and has not singp-
been heard of. The company is only”
$18,000 shksis, but that is nothing in
the flourishing State of Missouri. The*
Toronto Mail, in its anxiety to grap-
ple with the floating rumor, jumps on -
the item in & promiscuous manner,’
Without making the slightest enquiry
it announces in Baturday’s issue of -
that paper that *the secretary of the
Masonic Mutual Benefit Society is re.’
ported to be $18,000 short.” Yt isno-
wonder, then, that R.W.Bro. Baxter, -
secretary of the society in this city,
is nearly driven to his wits’ end an. -
swering communications pouring in
from all parts of the country, enquir-
ing as to his whereabouts and the so-
lidity of the society. The president, -
Col. Lewis, is likewise pestered with:
scores of anxious enquirers as to the
health and present post-cffice address
of Bro. Baxter. Itis very annoyving, -
and all the more so sinoe the worthy
president stands the postage himself,
Bro. Baxter would like to get hold of -
the man that set up the word ‘Maso-
ni¢’ for *Missouri.’” ‘The idea,’” he
says, of our splendid institution being
short $13,000, when every oue knows, -
or ought to know, that we have a re-
serve fund of $384,000, and all bear-
ing good interest. If I could only lay
my hands,’ etc.” ‘

It is unrecessary for us $oadd that
the society is in & flourishing condi- .
tion—that its affairs are very well and. .
carefully managed—and that R. W."

Bro. Baxter is one of the most care-
ful and efficient secretaries to be
found in connection with any finan. -
cial association in the Dominion. It~
happens at tires that good comes out
of evil, and we look for that resalt in
this instance; for as bad news travels '
fast, and this foundationless i eport -
has dcubtless gone all over Canada, "
the contradiction of it will be as gen- 7
eral. In any event, the members of ‘
the London Masonic Mutual Benevo- '
lent Society can depend upon it that'”
their interests are in good hands and
will always be carcfully protected.



