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By Rov. A, G. Laurie.

g “ By Christ we havo access by faith into this
J graco wherein wostand.”—Rom, v: 11.

The aim of tho apostle in the preceding
protion of this opistlo, has been to show tho in-
ability of all the anciont religions to justify man
in God's sight, or his own, Ho demonstrates
this by drawing in the first chaptor a true and
: fearful picture of the morals of tho Gentile
§ world under Paganism; and in tho second, and
§ first partof tho third, by appealing to the con-
B duct and conscience of the Jew, whethor tho
§ law in whioh he boasted had lifted him to such
R an olovation of righteotisnoss a3 was satisfac-
R tory to the desires of his hottor nature, or
R whother its'main effoot had not rather beon to
B reves! wium tho deep distance at which ho

R Ly from God.

Ha olosestho third chepter by 2 statoment
M of tho conclusion of his first argument; that

B by deeds of law-~that is by man’s whole con-

¥ duct undor tho Blosaic and Pagan religions—

g no fesh could stand justified in tho sightof
§ God, both Pagan and Jowish laws convicting

 their subjeots of alienation from God, and leav-
Hing them to perish under that convietion,—

§ In the noxt verso ho proceeds to prochim the

g Gospel as fully ablo to accomplish what they

g had failed to achiove, It was able to impart
B 2 spirit which should prompt tho disciple toa
g righteousness far transcending that attaina-

% ble undor oither of tho two_proceding systems-
i —a righteousness therefore, by way of distine-

g tion, styled, ¢ the rightcousnoess of God”—and

§it was also competont to convey a comfortable

 and satisfactory assurance of abundant pardon

% W the penitent.

d Jcsus Christ ho next doclares tobo tho Au-

8 thor of this Gospel. * Now,” says he, “tho

® rizhteousnoss of God without law is maifest-

§ ¢d, oven therightoousnessof God which isby

R faith of Jesus Christ, whom God hath set forth

B bo a propitiation,” (or pledge of merey) “to

R declare his righteousness for tho remission of
B sins that aro past, through thoe forbearance of
E God.” .
E 1laving thus proclaimed tho now religion to

b tho only one by which true righteousness

& could bo attained and remission of sin secured,
dboturns aside throughout the fourth chapter,
#to meot and quash certain objeotions ho enti-
¥ cipates from the Jew, and in the first verso of
¥ tho chapter of our text thus resumos the sub-~
Bicct hehad left:

B “Thorefore boing justified by faith,”’——in this
Hnew  systom—* wo have peaco with God
&ibrough our Lord Josus Christ; by whom also,

. Bwehavoacooss by faith, into this graco whore-

gin wo stand, and rojoico in hopo of the glory
fof God.”

" B Striking indeed,” and impressive to the eyo

4 of tho apostle, must havo appeared the contrast
ftween the general spiritual condition of the
fince and that state of grace.to which himsclf
§20d his fellow beliovers had been called.

¥ Letus suppose him ontering some great eity
Rofthe empire, to find his way to tho secluded
Einagoguo by tho wator side, where, in the
j cwhurbs of Phillippi or Antioch, the brethren
22wnit his ministry. Asho presses through
the principal streets, overy ohject ko beholds,
ttery word that strikes upon his car, overy
trivial custom and courtesy of society, presses
%mo on him the convietion of the rooted and
fibdsoluto sway with which the universal pagan-
tm hLulds eaptive the feclings and the minds
Emen. Qn hisvight ires a2 magnificent

temple, built and sustained by tho offorings of
tho rich, and tho contributions of tho poorest.
Attached to it, thronging its porches, or lurk-
ing in its obscono recesses, sustained by gov-
ernmentul authority, and scoured in thoir
prido of placo and powoer by tho roverenco of
tho multitude, 2 numerous band of priests, his
special and formidable opponents, stand readv,
in dofonco of their profession, their power, and
thoir offices, to cmploy against him all tho un-
scrupulous means with which tho anxious
conservatism of tho authorities, the interosted
animosity of a hundred crafts, and tho bigot
rago of a sanguinary populaco can furnish
thom.

Asho passes the porch, he obsorvos beforo
tho altar, cach prosonting his votive offoring
and making invocation to the gods, a gray-
haired philocopher, scerotly smiling at tho su-
porstitious rite, yet, to avert suspicion, ready,
instantly tosacrifico to popular wrath, any less
hypocritical sceptie; a gladiator imploring the
favor of Fortuno for tho morrow’s combat; and
in tho abasement of ignorant devotion a
wretched slave, his naturo brutalized by his
condition, exhibited now in its aspect of deep-
est degradation as ho bonds boforo the deities
of a religion whose purest portions aro its
pootical fables, and whose praetico and ser-
vico of worship are combinations of imposing
coremounial, wretched chicancry, and abandon-
od senstality. As Peul turns to pursuo his
way, the Emperor, marching to the soat of
war, and surrounded by all the symbolic
majosty of Rome, pauses at the gate, defor-
ontially consults the augurs,and stoops, curi-
ously to enquire in the entrails of the victims,
of tho success of tho expedition. A proces-
sion of the vestal virgins approaches, the

imperial eagles stoop in honor of the represent-
crowd, tho apostle takes refuge in a: publie

over instructions, and their images adorn the
galleries and court offerings of their worship-
ers. As tho throng disperses ho rosumes his-
way, but tho sun is hot, the airis stifling, and:
ho eaters a house and requests some cooling.
drink. Over the hearth brood tho Penates
and tho Lares, daily saluted and consulted in
all that touches domestic life. His host
drinks with him, but cre the goblet touch his
lips he pours a few drops in libation to
some doity.

He passes the market place, and in the
chafferings of traffie, in tho conversation of
the groups he encounters, in the very moeat in
the shembles, the larger portion consceratpd o
temple use, wnd afterwards sold by the pricsis
to tho butchers, in every objcet ho sees, ard
every sound ho hears, he reluctantly acknows-
edges tho incontestable evidences of tho depta

cient religion has securod upon tho sent-
ments, the habits, the assogiations, the bus-
ness, andithe pleasures of the community.—~
Ilis passage through &rsingle public street of
any of the-great citics of the empire, deeply
and painfully convineas him how: inextricably
intertwined with the whole warp of society
and civilization is the.woof of a gorgeous but
rotten idolatry. The-public and private, the
social and domestic life, the tribunals of jit*~
ico, tho palaco of the patrician and the hut o
tho pauper, the tavern, tho garden, thoeolitary
chamber, aro filled and intorfused with an at-
mosphero of Paganism, aud consequently of
iwmpurity and sin. Tho field of battloresounds
not less with tho clash of armsthan with sup-

plications to adverse or favorablo gods; the

army stands aside, tho emporor uncovers, the
atives of Pagan chastity. Pressed by the i

schoolroom. Morcury and the Muses prosido |

&

snd thoroughness of the hold-which tho an- i

crchant as he hurries to the port dropsa
inch of propitiatory incenso on tho wayside
tar, tho freighted ship bears upon hor brow
ho namo of somo divinity, and tho marinors
turned in safoty Linsten to doposit thoir
haplot of gratitude in the templo of Noptuio
of Fortune.

The art, tho philosophy, the literaturo, tho
blic fostivals, and the common interosts of
ory day oxperionce aro stocped and satur-
od with tho poison of Poganism. And
json virulent and deadly to tho spiritual
aturn of man, its manifestations in o gross
ublic sentimont and a foarfully defective
rivate morality, in the light and contomptu-
us cstimation of the marriago tie, in tho pre-
-falenco of infanticido and poisoning, in tho
ckless indifforonce with which human life
as rogarded, in tho nniversal leprosy of a
avery too immenso in extent, and too hor-
ible in its nature almost for modorn belicf,
n the ferocious pleasure in the sports of the
groaa, and tho love of all sanguinary excito-
monts, incontostibly proved it tobo. ~ ~

Hs brow beating, his brain dizzy, his
spirts drooping, his hoart trembling with
conpassion for his wretched race, and his
whdo renowed nature ravalting with indig-
nan disgust at tho foul dclusions besetting
andbesotting them, the aposde hurries from
tho troquented street, down the narrow and
dosated alloy that Jeads to tho obscure tene-
mont he secks.  His hand upon the latch ho
hesitates to onter, for “the voice of psalims
thdsimple song of praise,” in honror of his
Redoemer, meets his car.  The hottumult of
histhoughts subsides, und the Holy Ghost
from the bosom of God, floating on thatstrain
of sacred musie, glides into his heart and
sheds upen it silentdy the sudden sunshino of
att unspenkable peace. Ife passes within
and stands among  his brethren, his children
in the Lord. He looks thoughtfully around
’hixn and sces thero the swarthy Gaul, the
fair-haired German, tho soft Oriental, the
'supple limbs and rounded fuatures of the
beautiful Greek, and tho short dark hair,
curling on tho bold brow, and firm cheek of
tho soldicrly Roman.

Repyesentatives of all the.races thronging
tho busy streetg.are there.  Their form and

sion of their faces? They have left the
widw spread fubric of idolatry,.and thoy dsop-
ped on its threshold as they doparted the gar-
roent spotted.by the-flesh, and exorcised from
their bosams-tho exil gpirit of sin with its af-
i fections and lusts. Residents sow of tho
| Now Jerusalem, tthoy are clothed with the
- white robe of the xighteousness of (od, and
tho spirit of Jesus it is which shines vpon
their happy faces and gleanslike sercne star-
light in tho meok lustro of their eyes. And
as Paul contrasts their former with their pres-
! ont state, as ho thinks of the vast masses of
the raco under thio sway of an imposing, sc-
cure, and apparently invineiblo Paganism,
and refleets on.the mcans by which those be-
f foro.himhave heen reseucd from its tenzcious
gripe;—idolators, sensuzl, faithless, hopeless,
Gadless, then, no higher aim than present
pleasure, no future prospect unbounded by
the grave, now justified by faith, rejoicing in
hope, heirs of God, blamoless and harmless,
and without rebuke, and looking forward
from tho scpulcher that angels -ifled, from
tho radiont cloud on which He rose, from the
cloft sky through which, ho passcd, to the
resurrection of just and unjust achich He pre-
dieted, when all who bave borae the inage

N

featares the same, how changed the exgres- |

ef tho carthy shall also bear tho imege of the

heavonly,—tho heart of tho upostlo swells

and his oyes moisten with gratitudo and joy,
us broaking tho silenco ho crios, “Not unto

us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name
givo glory, for by Josus Christ have we ac-
coss by faith, into this grace whoroin wo
stand, rojoicing in hope of the glory of God.”

Brothren, as inhabitants of a Christian
land, as Christians in name and nurture, if'
not in principlo cnd conduct, putting aside
the quostion of a future world, and looking
only to the temporal advantages conforred by
tho religion of our Lord, wo have ¥no little
causo of gratitudo to Jesus Christ. The do-
minion of Christianity is co-extonsive with
tho limits of civilization, and for the poculiar
typo of civilization tho modern- world exhi-
bits, o very unlike, so vastly sugorior to that
of sucient heathenism, wo are indcbted, if
not solcly, at least mainly to the religion of
Christ. Wo can meroly alludo to this, but
weo-would suggest that if wo aro superior to
ancient Rome in the purity of our publio sen-
timent, in our finer and truor concoptions of
moral oxcellence, if, from a  conviction of the
immortahty of man, our svcial and domestic
relations aro invested with a sanctity un-
known to theirg, if tho moral clement, rather
than tho physical. or even the-ntellectual, is
becoming tho predominant influence of human
progress, if the sontimert of the spiritual e-
quahty of men boforo God 1s daily develop-
ing itself in o tendency towards institutions,
which shall, as far as possiblo, leavo open the
avenues of happiness to all, if humnan life is
beeoming more sacred, tho trup vorth of our
“nature, oven in its vilest spceimens, botter cs-
timated, and the appeals of distross more po-
tential and persuasive, if there be & deoper
intorest in the welfaro-of the masses, a live-
lior, more expansive and more practical sym-
pathy for thom, springing from. the pressure
of tho tic of human brotherhood, if all these,
and many moro of cquel significance, be tho
characteristies that distinguish tho civiliza-
tion of our tunc-from that of ancient heathen-
ism, then may wo with.truth, affirm the reli-
gion of the Gospel to be the chief cause of
our superiority, with Panl in the text say,
~by the faitls of Christ havo woe access into
this stato of grace wherein wo stand.”

But if wo may adopt this language as our
motto as Christians, emphatically it isours as
Univorsalist Christians.  From none of the
blessings derived by men from tho benignant
religion of Jesus, wo are debarred, while
some of its brightest prospeets, its purest de-
lights, its most animating incentives, are pe-
culiarly ours. When wo reficet upon the as-
pect that religion boars to thousands of our
%igd, our Christian kind—sovere and sad,
mantled with mystery, and armed with tor-.
rors which oven Judaism disowned, with one
hand marshalling millions to doom, and with
the other, urging up difficult steops from
whoso far summits shines & doubtful heaven,
a fow sad climers, over and anonlooking back
reluctant upon the lost thoy leave below,—
when.with this we contrast tho aspoet she
presents to us, “pure, peaceable, gentle, and
casy o be entreated,” though denouncing
retribution on sin, swift, condign, and sure,
yet cffitlgent in merey too,zud singing cease-
lossly of thoe timo when thero shall be no
moro sin, ond. thereforo no moro.serrow,
when the spirit of lovo divine shall: anitaate
all'spirits, and the great universe skall beat
like-a pulse with the lifs of God that £ills it,
oh how well it-becomes us, ot I exultation

over otherg, but inveep aud devent acknoer
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lodgmont of gratitude, to accopt tho cunfes-
foston of tho toxt, “by Christ have we ac-
aoss, by fuith, into this gracoe wherein wo
stand.”  Tor in our view of thoe religion of
Clirist thero by aught superivr to that of uth-
org, if thero be aught moro dissuasive to sin,
myre oncouraging to holinesy, aught giving
nobler cuncoptions of duty, warmer love to
Gud, and more varnest desity to grow into
his likouvos, it arisos in the first place from a
fuller and clearcr apprehension of the Uni.
versal Paternity of God, the cardinal tenet
in tho relation of Christ,—~in tho second, from
a mero implicit and unquestioning trust in
the oxceeeding great and precious promises
of Christ,—and, in the third place, from a
truor appreciation of the spirit which por-
vedes tho wholo lifo and histery of Christ.

Until Christ came, the idex of the Divino
Patornity was ono which iad never visited
the minds of mon. Jove, it is true, recvived
tho appellation of Father, but it was merely
a complimentary title, rather exprossivo of his
authority and ago than of any paternal rela-
tion ho was eupposed to bear to mon. They
woro not tho offspring of his creating love,
nor wero they the objects of his parental soli-
citudo and care ; but hopeless orphans, they
groped through this mystery of life, unowned
by Heaven, and bound to cach other by no
holier tio than tho affinitics of mutuul frailty
and dependence, and the prospeet of comn-
mingling ashes in a common grave at last.~
To the Patrinrchs and to Moses indeed, did
God grant transient glimpses of his TFather-
hood, but such visions wero limited to the
Encchs and Jacobs of mankind. Christ re-
veals him broadly and fully as the Universal
Parent, appealsto tho daily and impartial dis-
‘tributions of his Providenco as proofs that he
is not unmindful of the relationship, und em-
powers and encourages, not the good and
pure only, but the guilty and the vile, the
Esaus of the race, with yearning and penitont
hearts to circlo tho great whito throne and lift
to its occupant the cry, “Bless us, even us
also, O our Father 1

But a clear apprehension of this tenet neces-
sitates a clear apprehension of its consecuto

tenet the indissolublo brotherhood of man, |

and this again results in the conviction that
whatover tho temporery discipline to which
he subjects us, 2 common destiny, aliko worthy
of Him, and glorious for us, awaits us all at
thelast. Now tho spirit of this conviction is
tho characteristie and pervading spirit of our
denominationel faith. By feith thenin Christ's
rovelativn of the Father have wo access o
tho grace wherein weo stand.

Nor are wo less indebted to the promises of
Christ than to his display of the Paternal
character of God. So lucid, o definite and
convincing appears to us tho languege of
these promiscs, whether as they drop from the
Jiving lips of Jesus or from the pens of his
inspired apostles, thatit is with some difficul-
ty wo refrain from regarding the man who
doubts or disregards their purport as in a like
predicament with him “who shuts his eyes,
and hooting at tho glorious sun- in heaven,
cries out, Where is it 7" As casy, to our
thinking, would itbe to invalidate the mean-
ing of passages which assume the existenco
of God, or of such as assert the future img
mortality of man, as of thoso which predict
the final return of all 2o holiness and joy.

The samo principles of interpretation,
which, in the two former classes of texts, in-
culcato upon us the being of the Almighty
and our own future existence, constrainus to
educe from the Iatter the tenot which confers
upon us our denominational .name. There
arce other sources, doubtless, to which wo
should heve frequant recourse for the confir-
mation of our faith, but Jet us beware bretiiren,
how we surrender, how we cven undervalue
or nealeet our chief store of strength in the
sure promiscs of the testament of the Savior.
Is thero o tondency among us to eschow re-
sort to these directand positive annuneiations
as hacknoeyed and common-place, and an in-
clination ratherto rest for support of the dis-

tinotivo pmspccté of our systom upon infer
onces drawn from tho goneral tone and sonti-
ment of Chrisuanity?  Such ovidenco is

him feoin the Christ of the Gospols to the

tho world Lo camo of yoro amid ungol har-| woighty tha responsibilities it entails! Ita
monivs 1o cave, are constrained to transform | priviloges aro procious, for when hope droops

in contemplation of the monstrous s that

quostionless of great value and importance, ; Christ of & diviemnered fanoy. Their moral | waste humanity, sucking tho pulp of happ-

but it should rather bo regarded as cumula-
tivo than as positivo proof. To uy, no doubt,
tho wholo tonor and tendenoy of the Now
Tostament rovelation are irresistably sug-
gostive of a final issuv of glory and gladness;
tu others wo suspeet thoy are pregnant with
o vastly diflerent rosult.  And the direction
which, tv vur eyes they appear to take, is de-
cided, and the splendor of bearititudo toward
which they urgo the mareh of tho Divine Gov-
ornment are effused upon them by tho spirit
of hopoand trust which is born of tho prom-
ises of Christ.

Though by no means desirous that our peo-
ploshould becomo distinguished for fanatie
vassalago to any ono idca, evon though it bo
tho loftiest and most cheoring that has over
stirred tho heart of humanity, and though
thero may bo tounting justico in the charge,
that we have boon too literally “instant in
season and out of scason” in our advooacy of!
tho peculiar tenot whose vivifying power first:
struck us into denominational being, yot it is
essential, if wo would porpetuato our indepen-
ent existence, and so securo the suocess of]
the mission confided to us, that the spirit and
sentimont of this leading iden should inspiro
and pormeato all the labours of our clergy
and all tho conduct of our luity. To this ead
wo deem it necessary,~wo speak to yau,
brethren in the ministry,—that though by 10
means habitually, yot frequently, we furnith
to our congregations, in tho ministrations of
the pulpit, tho reasons of tho hope that isn
us. And in doing so, may wo with becomijg
diffidence suggost that while never negligqt
of any of the subsidiary and colleteral oi-
denco which glows so luminously throughdit
the glorious word of Ged, the distinct and y-
qualified assertions of that word, the excogd-
ing great and precious promises of Chrst,
should bo commended with carnest emphsis
to the faith of our hearers, as their mainmo-
hianco i “that state of grace wherom they
stand.”

But though thus anzious that tho distinet
asseverations of the New Testament should
neither be overlooked nor undervalued, wo
are by no meuns insensible to the aid furnish-
ed us by other sources, less direct and posi-
tivo indoed, yet equally seriptural and to many
minds almost cqually conclusive. Let e
Chnistiun Universalist, who s ambitious of
something mnure than the acquisition of tiat
dogmatio tenacity with which it is perfectly
possiblo fur an utterly godless mind to cling
tothe mere furm of 2 faith, let him who would
have the convictivag of his heart add ther
glowing strength tothe assont of lis intellect
brood carnestly upon the life and charnctor
of Jesus. With a devout appreciation of the
spirit of his theme, let him yicld himself to
the influences it cffuses till there be kindled
within him & disposition akin to that ho con-
templates, till Chrin vo formed within him ;
and in addition to tho testimony of his reas-
on, in tho death of his thus renewed nature
will he possoss an assuranco of the rovolting
impossibliity of any final issue to the Divine
government at variance with “the Christin
kin the hopo of glory.™  This will, wo thiak,
wnost surely bo the cffect uponz mind which
worthily epprehiends the sacred theme.

From such an approhension thero springs a
specics of moral evidenee requiring an almost
imposeible amount of proof to controvert tho
assurance it importe, Let it bo insinuated
that in what have been atyled « the timos that
tried men’s souls” Washington wasin trait-
orous collusion with the encmy, and that cer-
tain documentary cvidence could be produced
in attestation of the, charge, and tho universal
heart of the country would ot onco spum tho
pretended testimony as spurious, aud hoot to
silence aud infamy the »landurver of so high
and pure 3 nane. And so thoso who look
forward to tho time~when the Son of God

shall rush down in destructionand doom upon’

nature shrink~ aba-hed from the identifica-

“stooped in meroy over tho cold ashes of
. widow's hope, and restored a werm and living
"won to the cmbraco of his rejoicing parent,
with him, the friend of publicans and sinnors,
- who rebuked even tho convioted harlot with
the voico of pardon, bidding her “go and sin
no more;” to him who has caught the full
meaning of the lifo of the Now Tostament
Christ, it puts forth an impérious demand, it
uttors a sure word of propheoy; that all the
clemonts of the moral wozld shall bo so dovel-
oped and arranged asto chimo in holy har-
mony with itsolf.

From the mangoer of Bothlchem to the
hill of Bothany,—in tho swoet childhood
which has touched all subsequentinfanocy with
spiritual beauty, and which has consecrated
the Christian painter’s art to tho service of a
sinless idolatry, in his thoughtful boyhood ur-
gent on his Father's business, in the soro
temptation, trembling with mortal infirmity,
. yot untainted by mortul sin, amid tho rovelry
of the marringo feast, smiling screncly on
the gaity, in tho vory act of unfolding his
credontials from God, contributing cheerfully
enjoymont to his kind, in the multitudoe of
his miracles, lustrous with the beauty of mer-
«y, in the sublimo compassion with wh..n he
bewails tho doom of tho city, whose streets,
ero another week, he knew were to be reson-
ant with clamors for his blood, in the sorrow-
ful pity lurking in the language in which he
presagos to Judas his treachery and woo, in
the look of patient romonstranco spared to
Poter, amid all tho mockerios and sufforings
of the judgment hall in thissympathy in which
even on tho road to Golgotha, amid the loud
1 gricf of his fomalo followers, ho forgo his
\ own misorios in compassionato anticipation of
i thoirs, in tho sclf-forgetting pathos of that be-

hest by which, amid the torments of tho cross
ho at onco secured sympathy and proteotion
o his mother, and bequenthed consolation to
his favourite disciple, in the dearest of all
,memorials, in tho prayer of pity and pardon
Pourcd over the murdercrs who mailéd him
there, in the last torriblo cry by which, a* his
épirit was about to pass, ho picereed tho heav-

Jis with the tidings thatthe scheme of man's
f redomption was consummated, in the search-
i g yot tondor address, by which, after his
esurcoction he probes and heals, and abund-
ufntly pardons thoe frailty of Simon, andin the
dreaming glories of tho ascent from Bethany
~toh ! yes,in exhibiting to tho world a spee-
taslo like thiz, such an assuranco of the un-
warying love of heavon to man, such an in-
caryato vision of immaculate purity and un-
sclfsh bonevolonco God pledges and pro-
clui?ns'to us what the perfoction of imnmortal
huréanity shall be. That lifois tho key note
alrendy struck, hinting of tho harmonious
antlem, of which every living soul shall bo
an sccordant tone, no discord marring the
mutic of the universal jubilee.

By Christ then, through faithin the Tevelo-
tioris he has gi.ven us of tho character of God,
and of the intimato and ondearing relationby
which he has knit humanity forevor to him-
solf by Christ, through faithin tho solomn
promisos ho has published, by Christ, through
faith in that propheticlife of Lis, which, un-
loss it points to such anissuc as wo antici-
patd, an issuo in universal harmony with it-
sclf, isanunaccountablo anoinaly in the great,
plan of God, and a bitter mockery of all the
hopes it kindles, “by Christ have wa access,
by faith, into this grate whorein wo stand.”

Tho faith which supports us in the graco
wherein we stand ! How precious its privile-
ges, hov umimatng its incentives to duty,

noss from so many nullion hearte, und seattor-

tion of him who cutnes flnming in wrath upon ing them ns worthless husks upon the

that dreadiul day, with him whoso infant | thoroughfures of life, how consoling the vision

amile, stirred wath a strange, uncarthly joy, | which roveals the world, worn and weary with

th(? heart of his virgin Mothor, s i no humun y tho flight and buffotigs of agus, winnuwing

child but & now born soraph hung upon her qway at last, iiko an out-tired dove, to reok

bosom, with him who by the gato of Naint, rofyee and rest 1n the bosom of God the
(-]

Father. Its priveleges are procious, for it
proclaims tho extinotion, total and for ovor,
of tho sin which pollutes, the sorrow which
corrodes, tho pain which mare, and tho death
wlich destroys this mortal being, and tho eroo-
tion on the ruins of this imperfuct state, of
ono how fair how full of God, where no teay
shall be wept, no frailty felt, no confliot fought
betwoon “low wants and lofty will,” but where
all shall tread the shining paths of an illimi-
tablo progress amid the beautios of holiness,
thoacclamations of sxints, tho songa and so-
cioty of angols, and tho overlusting glories of
God. Is not this a faith Titted to firo the cold-
ostbosom with gratitude, to shed an added
charm upon enjoyment, to touch with tender-
ost solnco the heart raw with anguish, and by
thobed of death, to cheor the timid spirit,
hesitating to trust itsclf, naked and housoless,
uinong the shadows of an untried otornity ?

But tho faith by which we occupy the
state of grace whorein wo stand; possessos
not only peculiar privileges, but highand holy
incentives to duty also.

Whon on some homeward journey tve en-
counter a travellor from whom the next turn
of tho road is to part us, wo attempt no inti-
macy, wo accompany him without intorestand
wo part from him without regret.

Butlet us learn that our dostination is his
too, that for days and months, perhaps, he will

{ be our companion, sharing withus the pleas-

uros and the tedium of the way, till with a
common Joy wo shalthail the villuge spire at
last, and rejoico together in tho greotings of
family and friends ; and acquaintanco bosomos
nterost, and mterost attachment.  We grow
considerate of s comfurt, wo sympatmzo
with limn distross, we counsel and assist him
in difficulty and dangor, wo chargo ourselves
with lus welfure ndeed, till we arrive with
him insafety at tho termination of tho jour-
noy.

Now Universalist brother, your faith as-
sures you thore isnosinglo individual now
breathing human. breath, who isnot linked to B
you by astill closer tic, than that of such o B
companionship as this.” Tho vilost wretch §
who skulks through a life of shamoto o grave
of guilt is your brother, bora of the same
love, sustaincd by tho samo providence, and
to be pardoned by tho sumo merey; for not
less surely than he, do you yourself neod the
forbearance aud the morey of thoso compas-
sions whioh fail not. In the judgmont of the
world, in the ocyo of God, his depravity is
deopor than yours, requiring a more protract-
ed process of discipline perhaps, a2 moro co-
pious baptism of tho spirit of grace. But he
is your brothor still, ho willbe your com-

_panion for evor. Not through the cxperion-

cos of thisJow warld only, but whon both do-
livered from tho bondage of corruption into
tho glorious liberty of heaveh, side by side,
follow travollors through ctornity shall you
tread tho samo paths, unito in the samo occu-
pati»ng, mingle your voices in tho same sonys,
and cxult in tho samo salvation;
«Tomether walk in puro whito light;
With kings and priests abroad,
Tegother summer high in bliss,
Spon the hills of God."”

Aud is not sucha prospect bettor fitted to
arouse your interost, to invigorate yqur bene-
volenee, and to urge you to active offvrt for
that maw’s woll being, than if you bolioves.
that a fow st:\gcs onwaid, ho would disappoar,
in tho gloom of tho gravo and tho subsvquea:
darkness, from your sight and sympathy fo:
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aver more 1 Ah yon! knowing that not the * of practico? God convert yousnd spare you,

same grace only, but tho samo glory teoawaits
us all, not only loaps the hoart with livolior
gratitude to God, and with & spirit of more
chearful obedienco to his will, thus furnishing
us with the noblest principles of daty, but,
from & conviction of tho indissclubto unity of
our interosts and destiny, woare quickenod by
s iore profound and tender sympathy with
our kind and prompted to & more energotie
and gonial oxerciso of all tho botter affections
and oharitios, aund thus imp=iled to tho prac-
tice of the highest demands of duty.

Suchare somo of tho blessings possessed,
such somo of the advantagoes bestowed, by that
faith in Christ, through whicl wo have accoss
to tho state of grace whercin we stand, How
thon should the responsibilities it dovolves,
jmpress, animate and rouso us? From the
difforent quarters of tho land have we assomb-
td to day, necording to our yearly custom, to
oounsel and pongratulate one another on the
condition of our causo, to rojoice in our privil-
eges, I teust also to lamont beforo God, the
defections inthe conduct of tho past, and to
form high and holy resolves for the conduet
of the coming year. Woe exult in our advan-
tagos! Let us romember he only truly ap-
preciatos a blessing who appreciates tho du-
tles it imposos,

Brothron in the ministry, sre weawako to
tho importanca of the charge committed to
ourcaro? Wao arethe guardians of our poo-
pla in “that state of grace wherein they stand.”
Tous it appertains to prevept their fall, to
urge, and oncourago them to progress, Are
wo famitiar with tho whole counsel of God ?
Do we love it, value it, and enforce it, in
preaching, and by conduct? Do wo givo at-
fontion to reading,to exhortation, to doctrino 2
Do wo, by astudy of all the colateral aids to
the word of God, do we, by a critical and do-
vout attention to that word itself, strivo con-
stantlyto savo both ourselvesand those who
hearue?

Do wo amuso our gongregations with in-

. forential speculations, do we starvo thom with
meagre courses of moral maxims, or do weo
onforce upon thom the precepts of the Gospel,
by tho vivifying power of the. doatrine of
tho Gospel? Are we active and affoo-
tion®e in our intercourse with our peo-

und conduct you to ournext annual assembly
a perdoned and rejoicing penitent.  Are you
morcifut and compassionate, honorable and
pure, gontlsIn your scrutiny of yourself, jus-
tificd by tith, and at peaco with God

Again wo say, God bless you, and spare
you, and guide you ageta to this our yeaty
convoostlon, your heart, glowing with the
prospeet. of univorsal holinoss, ostablished,
and pregnent with prosent, and personal tholi-
noss, fillod with tho poace that passoth under-
standing, tho joy that is unuttorable and full
of glory.

WAnd now may the God of peace, that
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep, through the
blood of tho overlasting covenant, make us
porfect 1n overy good work todo his will, work-
ing in us that which is well pleasing in his
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
for evorand ever. Amen.

Partialism doing its Work.

Tho following letter from Br, Aspinwe
records anothor lamentable case of suicide b

isbut one of hundreds of instances of

axthough these, if nothing clse, might ope!
the eyesof the deladed advocates of tho sys«
tem of partiality and eruelty ! O! how much
miscry and wretchedness it has caused inthe
world! ‘Theremarks of Br. A. which follow,
are so appropriate, that we doem it unneces-
sary to add more :

had been greatly excited upon religious sub-
 grace for hor had passed, and thero was nb
oideat daughter were. attonding a meeting in
dwelling; and thero put an end tohor earthly

existence by hanging herself,
1 have mado considerable inquiry upon the

plet Are we P Uy acquainted with
our ocongfogations, and thus familiar with
their spiritual wants, and able rightly to divide
w thom the word of truth; or like Eastern
deapots, do we only como forth poriodically
from our seclusion, to publish to them on the
Sebbath, appoals and exhortations, admirable
fu theory and principlo perhaps, but uttorly
foreign, it may be, to their poculiar circum-
stannoes and necessitios¥ Ina word, aro wo
. fuithful ministers of Josus Christ, carnest in
the cultivation of sosial quelifications, intellec-
‘el excellones, and personal godlinoss, and so
fitting ourseirds, judiciously and efficiently to
minister graco to our hearors? What we
have lackod of altthis the past year, may God
onsble usto supply during tho prosent, give
ws many rejoicing souls as thoseslsof our min-
intry, and shod uponour Iabors his “blessing,
which maketh rieh, and addeth no gorrow.”
Brothren of the hity, do you strengthen
the hands of your pastors, and oncourago
thoir hearts, by lives and conduct bocoming
the gospel of your Master ; ot do you bafile
and defeat their tost auxious oxertions, by
. acldness, your indifforonce, your parsi-
mony, or your wickedness 1 Aro you regular
ilyour,{iciu to tho_aancmry, “jinstant in
prayer,” comscious of your possession of the
spirit of Christ, snd assiduous it cultivating
aad manifesting its influcnoes, by daily prog-
rose tn grace, gontieness of tompor, kindness
o your domestic and social relations, and
houoety and integrity in your business intor-
osqurse?  Are you dogmetioat and controver-
‘slal in.mattors of fuith, Jooss and negligent
prinps dishonestand licentious in mattcrs

bject, and from what I can loarn from ler
relativesand others, there seems tobe butue
opinion by those who know the gircumatan-
cos in reference to this sad tragedy, viz: that
it was caused solely by religions excilommt.
Sholiws lofta husband and u family of small
childron. o

For somo two months past there have keen
. maany and constant offorts mado to sreateand
continuo in tho minds of the poople of that
vicinity, an nt on the question in ro-
gard v their condition in the futare worll.—
That those cfforts were crowned with some
sucosss, we have the melancholy evideroce in

those cfforts werchestowod. A Camp Moot~
ing was held in tho vicinity early isScntom-
ber, during which was exhibited the usual
amount of extravaganciesand terrifio Jangu-
ago of ‘similar meetinga. But the result it
appoers did not answer the expoctations of
‘the managers, and they accordingly commen-
ocd_another efort in the shape of » prottasted
mesting, whieh I beliove oontinued s number
of weeke. Still the result was not satisfo-
tory (the frwits had mot yet_fully appeared)
and adopting it scems the. motto of Jaccd
Faithful, “Better luck mext time,” thoy have
made tho third effort in tho samo neighbor-
hoods. Mre. H., was an attendant at all
theso meetings ; and however It may have
‘been with others, her actions and 7ate prove,
that she, at least, was sincere. She made
overy effortto “get religion;” she followed
the directions of the loaders—ehe sgouized
and preyed, aad wept, relying confideatly
upon tiic ssrurances that were given Lor, that

faith in tho doctringof endless misery. This,
the]
kind which have ocourred; and it would soe:j

+ Another of thoso numerous- instances of
suivide, caused by falso viows of God's gov-
crnment and man’s destiny, occurred last Ba-
turdsy night, in Charlestown, Montgomery
Co. AMss. Hight, an amiable and estimable
woma, whoso mind for somo timo proviously

jeots, came to tho conclusion that the day of

hope foc her; and whilst her husband and

thetragio end of cne upon whom much .of

if she would throw herself into the arms of
Joaus, ho would take the burden from her
auguished soul, But alas? every cxpedient
failod; hopo upon his bright wings fled away;
the hoeavens grow black with angor; the
smile of mercy upon God's brow booamo a
frown of wrath; and tum whichsoover way
sho would, sho saw nought for hor bnt gloom
and despair in time, and s gaping insatlate,
cndlosa hell, in etornity ! Who can wonder
that renson tottered upon her throne and foll 1
that whon carth with all its beautios and bles-
wings lost its charms, and eternity was robbed
of its glory, tho hand of despair should ad-
“Just the fatal cord !

O, endless miscry ! thou scourge of the
human race—thon blightihg, withering mons-
tor curse | when wilt thou cesse thy unholy
and torrible work of crushing hoarts, dostroy-
ing hopes, and desolating homes! Go, thou
monster, to that home to which, thou hast
brought bereayemeni and darknees, and
death ; witness the tear, the heaving bosom ;
liston to the cries of thoso little ones for
mother—that mothor of whom thou in thy
dresdful oruelty hast deprived them; and
hadst thou a heart, and that heart were ada.
ment itself, it would cry enough!

And ye advocates of endless misery, go
und seo tho work that thy cherished dootrine
has done~—ponder well upon tho lesson which
jstaught in the sad fato of that earnost and
sincere woman; and ask of your hearts the
quostion—did the doctrine of him who came
10 preach « good tidings *of grest joy, which
shall be to ail people”—to comfort all thet
mourn, over cawso & single individual to lift
iis hand against his own life? Did it ever
ause 1. porson to distrust tho goodness and
nerey of our heavenly Fathier, who with pa-
sental caro and kindness blesses us every mo-
nept of his existence? Was it the religion
sf the Savior, who camo to pour joy and
gladness into the despaiting Bosom, give hopo
o the desponding, and point suffering and
sorrowing humanity to the Father who is
grood to ali and whose tender moreiesare over
all his works ; that wrouyht the mournful re-

i
i
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the neighborhood, after arranging hor domes-] sult which Wwo. now rccord? Nayt! The
tie affaire, rotired toa smoko Bouse near the ' religion of Jesus “never was designed to

! mako aur pleasures Joss” and can therefore
nover make us weary of life and cause us to
violato its saczedners. On tho contrary, it
impazts o swectness and holy joy to the sa-
ered gifte, It fills the soul with confidence
and love. It brightens our-whole mortal jour-

» glorious and bliseful immortality. And I
cannot avoid the couviction that, if shat fel_
low-being whosc depsrture wo are oaliod to
Jamont, had bolioved and rcalized the great
truths that, God_ is the Fatker of all, and
heaventhe home of all, she never would have
lifted her hand against her own life.

May the wamning of tho mclancholy ins-
tance I have hero rocorded be heeded by all;
and cspacially may the advocates of the
boundiess goodness of the Infinite One, do
{ their duty, -preach she word: feithfully, and
+“ghun ot to declare the thole cownsel of
God P—Amen. 3. A. Asmswarr.

Braman's Corner’s, N, Y., Nov. 10, 1849,

The Important Questions..

Every thoughtful Christian iaquires, Is God
my fricnd? Ishe shofriend ofmy. Tacet s
he the anemy of nonc ! Is he well:disposed
towards me now, and will he ever remaiu the
same? Shall weall b safe to cater his pres-
ence beyond the Jordsn of death ¥

Thousands are t ted day and night
throughe fear ofthe: enwity of tho sapreme ]
Being. And well mightall foar and tremble
if hewere oor encmy—hed beeoine »o from
out multiplied transgressions ; forin hinhands
are our wealand woe for a nover ending et~

‘anger; that he has “ cterne] plaguos and heavy
‘chlim" in stote for those who donot couform

ney, and yieldsthe delightful anticipations of”

eenity. Omos sdmit that he burat with ficres |.
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to his roquirements in this world, and no re-
fleoting man canfoel safe at any hour of hw
life. Deep, dark, horrid, uncertainty is be-
fore him—the grsve ya! and holl opeus
wide its jaws a littlo beyond,

Butall such representations of God are
not only destructive to human happinoss, but
falso, and opposite] to the plainest teachings
of the Bible. God was never the enomy of
any man, Ho never had the disposition to
cause stfforing boyond what would ultimate
ingood: The glory of the Gospel consists
in the olear revelation it makes of his friend-
ship towards all men, and his intentions to
save by his grace, oven the vilest men,  Look
at the repord of hiv will,

« For scarcely for a righteous man will one
dio; yot peradventura for & good man soine
would evon dare todio. But God commend-
eth his*love towards us;in that, while we
wereyet sinners, Christ died for vs.” No
intimation here that God hated men boosuse
of theirsins ; no hint thet the sword of his
justice wae uplifted to cut the sinner down,
and that Josus came and rocoived it in his
own porson, in our stead, ss orthodoxy false-
ly teaches; but thefvory reverse is affirmed.
TJoaus came as the pledge, thoe commendation
of his Fathers love. As Johin says, +Not
that we loved God, but that he loved us; and
sent his Son, to be the propitiation for our
sins.” John3:10, Whenall mankind were-
onshrouded in unboliaf, and covered with
wickedness as with a garment, God eo loved™
them that ho sont his only begotten Son to
redoem them. And-now, if he- soccomplishes
what he intended and desiree, no soul will be
finally lost, Butwill his lovs ever fail? Paul
saysnats “ForIam persuaded, that neith-
er doath, nor life, nor angels, nor principali-
ties, nor powers, nor things to fcome, nor
height, nor depth, nor auy other creature, shall
e able to separato us from the love of God,
which is 7n Christ Jesus our Lord.

Tho same truth is set forth inall thoso pas-
sages which speak of the wunchangeability, of
God. “Dut he is of one mind, and who cant
turn him 1 and what his soul dosireth, even
thatbodoeth T Every good gift, and evéry
perfect gift ia from above, and comoth down
from the Father of lights with whom is
varisbleness, neithor shadow of turning."—
Jesus Christ the same yostordsy, and to-day,
and forever. . Such truths st aside entwely
the old notions that by snd by God will be-
come tho uncoasing enemy of sinners; and
that his Son, from being 2 Lamb, will as-
sume the officeof & storn and unrclenting
judge, and cooly sentence to-endless misery
tho objocts of his dying love. What 3 libel
upon his cheraoter !, What abominable aland-
er! Mo isthesamo forcver, lika his Father
whom he roprosents, and will not cease his
efforts as the good Shopherd of mankind, till
tho last wanderer is rostored to the great fold
of heaven. -

Does auymen need to betold that his beet
friend will do him no herm?® Does he re-
quire an sssuranco that- ke who loves him
Sest will not sook his destruction ! W think
not ; let us know that our neighbor loves us
as himself, and all fear of harm from him
vanishes. The same faith should exist in
reforence to God, Admit#s all must intho
Tight of ‘the Bible, thiat our Father in howves,
P an wchangmg love ds all
mes, and why: should we fer-to entet -his
presence., Why not_love him with all the-
heartin retarnt—Star in_the Fest.,

“ UvRRIAZASTS DO. NOT REIIRYR IN XHL.
»xw »aye."—This 18 3 very great mistakc.
it is true we do net sce anythiag very mirs-
oulous or mysterious in the, sew birth, ror do
we rogard it as u radioal change of human
pature. Butyet wo profess to believe in 1t
jost us it is taught in the Bible, oo

 The potwarful bokd in Joug recbpianse ax.
ill-timcd plesesutry. .

.
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Parental Autherity,

All purts of the divine economy ace dis-
tinguished for their wisdom and benevo-
lence.  Means are provided for the ac-
complishment of the ends desired ; and in
all respeets those means are wisely suited
1o the ends for which they aro designed.—
Wo see that such is the case in the author-
ity given to parents. Children have neithor
oxperience nor judgment to guide thom ;
know not what will bless and what {will
curse them ; and, ifleft to themselves, are
quite as linble to go wrong as right. They
therefore, need somo one to direct them ;
to guard them against the evils by which
thoy are beset, and lead them in the paths
of safoty and pence. They ave quite fecblo
and dependent in mind as in body ; and
who doos not know that if the physical
wants of children were not suppliedby
parents or guardinns; they would inovit-
ably perish ? But thisisnot more certain
than that the heart would be set on avil,
and be given up to the ruloof besotted pas-
sions, if not cultured by a faithful hand.—
Unless laid out and cultivated like a gar-
den, there will spring up within it will
weeds of the most woxious character.

I would not be understood by this re-
mark to convey theidea that children are
born wicked, for I do not believe that ;—
they are gentle, kind, and affectionate.
Ithas been justly said, “Were they born
wicked, spiteful, and cruel, some signs of
it would come from them, as little snakes
strive to bite, and little tigers to tear."’—
I see in them no instinct to mischief; 1 see
a nature capable of being elevated and
perfected, or of being cortupted and degrad-
ed. 'Tho heart is an instrament on which
any tune can be played that suits the pleas-
ure of its master. It. therfore, children
are not educated by wise and faithful iu-
structors, they will be educated by the
corrupt influences which surround them.—
‘Lheir characters will be formed by others,
for they are so constituted as to bo mould .
ed by the prevailing influences to which
they are subjected.

Such being the case, God mado it the
duty of pavents not only to feed and
clothe their children, butto educate them,
~—to train them up in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord. But inorder thus
to train them, parents must have authority
over their childron,—a right to control
them, to direct them in the employment of
their time, in tho pursust of knowledge, and
in tho indulgence of pleasure. This right
God has given them.  Thisis evident from
all his commands to parents. He bids
them watch over their children,—guard
them from evil,—bring themup in his stat-
utes, and be to them faithful guardians,
friends, and instructors. The might of
patents to control their children is also

formed children,

necessary and prudent oxponses of its edu

confinement, or correction. _
Tknow, it is argued, that pareiits ate

severity. But if we arguo against tlis
right, because in danger of being abuse,
we may, on the same principle, argueb-

Parents may be unreasonable in their pro-
hibitions and unreasonable in their exac-
tions. Indeed, they sometimes so far for-
get their obligations, and become so un-
natural and tyrannical, that the civil author-
ities are compelled to interfere, and defend
children from their brutality.
sad changes has sin power to produce.—
Such abuses, however, are far from justi-
fying us in denying the right of parents to
direct and control their children. Ifso,
their abuse of the rod is no reason for say-
ing they have no right to use it. The
tight of parents extends as far as the gond
of children requires ; and, therefore, it must
be not only o rightto teach, warn, protect,
buta right to restrain, and, when occasion
demands, to coerce. Unless they have all
this right, they cannot bring their children
up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord.

A view of Death.

evident from God’s command to children.

Awmid the speculations of this peculiat
age, thero is one truth which all arc com-

They are directed to be obedient in all | pelled to admit. It is, that man skall dec.

things ; to honor their father and mother, |

The reason why man dies, is assigned by

and receive instruction from their hps.— | aul to be that he is © made subject to van-

But wo need not the light of express com- |
mands to guide us here, for this right of
parents is one of the first dictates of nature.
Hence it has been acknowiedged in all

ity,?—9carually minded,”—* andso death
passed upon all men, for that o}l have sin-
ned,”?~—* by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin ”  From these and

ages and all parts of the world. Even a-1 other declarations of the Bible, we learn

mong the barborous and uncivilized it is |
recognized and made the basis of action.

that death is regarded as the nateral and

i inevitable conseqrence of man beingmade

The right of parents, however, overtheir! and constituted a sinner,—subject to sin, in
hildren is not in all respects unlimited — Fthe present state of his existence. Ther

‘hey have not, as is supposed by srm- ! can be no doubt that God made manjus‘.t

.
g

nations, tho right to take their lives. The
Spartans though thoy had this right, and
they murdored all their unhealthy and de-
The Hindoos suppose
they havo the samo right, and, according to
Bishop Heber, they murder thousands of
childron every yeor! Noither have par.
entsthe right tomeim childron,  The right
God has given them is not so oxtonded as
to pormit them to do anything more than is
requisito for their proper security and in-
struction, titl able, by their matured strongth
of body and mind, to take caro of thom-
selves. Henco no parent can sell bis child
into perpetual slavory ; neither can he lay
burdens upon it “beyond the value of the

cation.” Some have said, no parent has &
right to chastiso his child. But this, to us
appears orroneous ; for i, as is sometimds
the case, a child will not listen to reasoh
or persuasion, it should, for its own good,
be made to yield by correction. I dislike,
beyond expression, the use of force, and
never would employ it except complled by
painful necessity ; andI readily grant that
such a necessity is seldom felt. The cases
are rarc in which persuasion. a reference
to the infamy ofsin, and the reasonable
character ofthe precepts to which obedi-
ence is required, will not control children ;
but when these all fuil the parent should
have tho right to see what he can do by o-
ther instrumentalities,—by deprivatiors,

liable to be cruel,and to punish with undie

gainst every other right of parents ; for
there isnot one which they possess over
their children which may not be abused.—

Alas?! what

the being that he is. Ho made him like
Adam, that ho might die. Butif man was
not constituted as ho is, subject to all the
allurements and devices ofthe cernal mind,
how could it bo determined that he could
dio? Iftnoreis no rolation betwoon the
constitutional sin of man, or his tendency
to it, and physicsl death, why the language
of Paul? Why say that *death passed
upon all men, for all havo sinned P’ and
that “sin hath reigned unto death?” Deuth
is universal,—all are subject to his grasp.
Not a soul lives but must die. While
man is in flesh and blood, he is not as puro
us “the spirits of the just medoe perfoct” in
tho heaven of heavens. “Fleshand blood
- | cannot inhevitthe ‘kingdom of God.” But
why?-—Because it isnot perfoct, it is do-
signed only for this world, and must be
thrown off before we can enter the purer
and bettor state of being. Man is destined
to bo a pure and sinless spirit. His destiny,
his home, is beyond the tomb, Hais only
asojourner in the world.

Now asdeath is universal, so also is the
life immortal. Al men die because made
in the likeness of Adam ; but when made
alive in Christ, they shall be like him, and
shall die no more,—they shall be immortal,
incorruptable, spiritusl. Every soul who
dies in the flesh, shall live in the spirit.—
Here we aro children of Adam, there we
shall be the sons of God, and enjoy a spirit-
ual existence. ¢As in Adam alldie, even
so in Christ shall all be made alive.” Man
is of the earth, and goes back again to his
original elements ; but when the body dies
the spirit returns to its Father,—God. The
human body is composed of the materials
of the earth around us, which are brought
together nicely adjusted and organized for
the purposes that pertain to this world.—
When these ends are subserved, the atoms
which go into the formation of our bedies,
minglb again with the earth, and then go
to make up the substance of other bodies,
vegetable and animal. The enrthly body
goes to the earth asit was, und the spiritto
God who gave it. Earth to earth,—spirit
to'spirit. Hence the moment the} body
dies in Adam, the spirits begins its resur-
rection into the spiritual state, and livesin
Christ.

13

I joy in tho trust

That, ujzcnt, the frail forr~ shall return to the
My s_pirilt‘:l’mll riseon the vingsofthy love,
To seek its truc home in the mansions above.”
The spiritual life, immortal in Christ,
isasextensive as the death which comes
up>n man. If all human kind are now
mo:tal, thanks be to God, they have a sure
pledge in Christ that thoy shall triumph
ovor the last enemy, and dwell forever in
the skies! Jesus has entored the dark
domi'glions of hades,—has vanquished the
enemy, and led captivity captive! Heis
our Captain, the captain of salvation,—
When the Iast conflict is over with us, we
shall unite in thanks to God, “who giveth
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Shall we not, then, rely upon
the word of God, that all the sons of men
will bo made surc and happy spirits in the
worldto come 2 How can we doubt ¥—
Can we not believe what God has spoken
tous? Let us trustdn him ; he will not
forsake us, nor leave us to the durk abodes
of sinand neath. O, believe !—~doubl uot
his word! All the ties that have been
severed on carth shall be hound more

bofore shall greet us thera, Tousthers
will be no more death, no more sin, ns
moro sorrow, nho pain ; for deathehall be
swallowed up in victory,—ite sting will be
removed forever.  #O death! whero is thy
sting? O gravo! whoere is thy victory ¥

May we duly relect on the thrilling and
solomn subject; over keeping our vision
clear, while we gaze out upon the world to
come, “where tho noontide of glory atern.
ally reigns.” In that world the ransom.
ed and purified sons of men are as the
angels of God in heaven, thoy die nomore,
and aro the childron of God, being children
of tho resurrection,—*for all live unto
him."

«Thero isa world wo have not seon,

That wasting timo can ne'or destroy,

Where mortal footstep hath not boon,
Nor ocar hath caught its sounds of Joy.

That world to como! and O how blest!e
Tairer than J)rophota ovor told;

And nover did an angol-guost

Ono halfits blessedness unfold,

Itis all holy and soreno,~—

‘The land of glory and reposo;

And theroe, to dim tho radiont scene,
No tear of sorrow over flows.

It isnot fanned by summor gale;

Tis not refreshed by vornal showers;
It novor noeds the moonbonn pale,
For thoro are known no evening hours.

No,—for this world is over bright
With a puro radionco all its own;

Tho stroams of uncroated light

Flow round it from th’ cterne® Throne.

There forms, unseon by mortal eye,
"Too glorious for our sight to bear,
Are walking with their God on high,
And waiting our arrival there.”
—[Universalist Miscellany.

On speaking the Trath.
“Whorefore putting away lying, speak
E)ruth overy man with his noighbor.” Eph. jv:
The apostle, having given his Ephesian
brethren many directions for a holy Christ.
ian walk among themselves, and the heath-
en among whom they lived, and in whose
faith and practices thoy had been reared,
adds this needful command, more especial-
ly as it directly contradicts the doctrine of
many of the ancientsages. Having been
schooled in the loose morality of those
dark ages, the Ephesians stcod in perilous
need of clear and strong counselsin regard
to Christian temper and conduct, and re-
quired line upon line, precept upon precept,
and example after example, to impress
their hearts, and render their practice com.
patible with their profession. However,
much as they were exposed rom 2 cor-
rupt cducation and long-established habits
of vice, the forcc and pertinency of the
monition are not lost, but come down to
us with all their pristine strength and
significancy.

That we may profitably examine this
text, ly'ng will first bo defired, and then
several kinds will be distinguished and
considered. Lgeng is an intention to de-
ceive. Though thisis the true significa-
tion of lying, there are some exceptions
tothe rule. Romances, fables, stories, and
plays are of this kind, where, though the
trutl is not told, the object is understood
generally, and no deception practiced.—
Lics of vanity are those in which one per-
son assents to the falschopd of another,
when itis to his praise, or actuslly de-
clared 1t true. This was Herod’s lie,
(Acts xii :23,) in tho passive sense. And
in the active sense it is found in the Lgypt-

strongly together, and thoso who have gono

ian magiciens and in Simon Magus. Ldes
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of fear are those told through dread of in-
juty, eithor in person, -ostate, or character.
This lic was told by Cain, whon God ask-
cd him for his brother, saying, Where is
ho ? and ho said, I kuow not. By the
Gibeonites, when thoy came to Joshua in
disguise : by Poter, when ho denied his
Master, and afterwards disseabled. Lies
of interest are told to acquire or rotain
proporty, favor or employmont. This lie
was told by Gehazi, when he went ofter
Naaman ; by Ananias and Sapphira, when
they kept back part of the price of tho land
they had sold. ILies of convenience are
thoso told to promote trouble or imagined
difficulty. This lic was told by the Jews,
when Christ asked them, Whence was
the baptism of John ? Under this head
como all those falso excuses masters and
mistressos givo their visiters through their
servants, and their acquaintances, person-
ally, whon they meet thom. Laes of ma-
lignily aro those which are told with bitter-
ness of haart, with design to injure in cha-
racter, poerson, or estate, those against
whom they are uttered, Those of this de-
scription were committed by the Jows,
when they maliciously accused Christ of
being a Samacitan, having a demon, being
insane, 8 violator of God’s laws, and an
enemy of Cwmsar. Lies of this sort are
promulgated wher attempts are made to
blast reputation in any form, orby what-
ever means.  Lies of wantonness are told
10 gratify a depraved taste, a wicked heart,
and with perfect disregard to the feelings of
the party aggrieved. Lies of this class
were uttered by the Jews, when they gra-
tutiously charged the people with ignor-
ance of the law, and with being cursed,
and when they charged Christ with guilt
because he slighted their traditions. An-
other class of convenient lies is found in
the conduct of those parents and teachers
who endeavor to subordinate their children
and pupils by false threats and hiollow prom-
ises. 'This is most detestable in any ra-
tional creature, as the heaven-appointed
guardians and teachers of the tender and
inexperienced youth become the panders
of their destiuction. Yet, awful and ruin-
ous as this crime is, little motice is taken
of it, and* many sre daily committing it
without appearing to know that it is a
crime. By it, however, the foundation is
laid deeply in youth for unblushing false-
hood, and those who are thus taught will
not fuil to try their accomplishments on
their teachers, and itis a righteous retribu-
tion of heaven they should. When the
fountain of private and public mogals is
thus posioned by those whoset to watch it
what may we expect ffom those whose set
purpose is the prostration of all morals,
that nothing may contrast with the black-
ness of their character ! Lies of benero-
lence are the concealment of truth, or the
utterance of folsehood through fear of giv-
wng pain to the heart, or doing injury to
the system of the afllicted. This is often
Jone in losses, old age, sickness, death. —
Friends and consolers endeavor to cheer
bleeding heart, crushed with many griefs,
by telling lies of benevolence, as they can
find no truth that will answer their purpose,
and feel unwilling to sco thom suffer with,

out an effort for their alleviation. The
motive islaudable n the highest degree,
but ¢the means oxecrable, God having for-
bidden cvil to be donethat good may be en-
joyed,or sin to be committed that grace may

abound. Woere fulschood to be uttered on
any occasion, or could lying o justified
ander any circumstancesGod would be able
to lie, for he is capablo of doin all good.—
Butas it is impossible for God to lie, false-
hood is certainly an evil. Andif none are
warranted in lying to save their propetty,
character, or life, they are not at liberty to
falsify for tho imagined gocd of others.—
But should lies of benoyolenco be expected,

and man loft free to spmk truth or false-
hood, asho may deom]best or most prud-

ent, there would be an ond of all law and
all confidence, cach would do what was
right in his own partial judgemeont, and
prudential in his own interested survey.—
Physicians, frionds, nurses, and watchers
should volunteer no unwelcome or:psinful
truth on the attention of the sick, unless
more good probably will be dono than
ovil ; and then no false delicacy, no pro-
tension o good breeding, should prevent
itsutteronce. It distrossed Christ oven to
_weeping to foresee and predict the misery
'of his people ; yot the prophecy was de-
livered with amazing exactness, notwith-
standing numberless motivas to hinder.—
Inlike manner the ancient prophets took
no pleosure in the awful calamities they
foretold, nor in the consternation their an-
nouncement produced ; yet,. faithful to the
direction of God, tlie truth was unfolded in
allits naked terribleness. But,it is replied
in these cases there were hope the predic-
tions might benofit, and the prophecy of
Jonah did tho Ninevites; but in sickness
and misfortune no expactation of this kind
can be indulged. Though Christ’s dis-
ciples, and others, who should believe on
him, might be warned by this promonition,
those on whom the destruction wasto fall,
would not, nor receive any good from the
disregarded prophecy,but heavier condem-
nation from slightingit. Yet imponitent
ruin was predicted to all, that each might
act with understanding, and not hazard
conjecture in the dark. Nono consequent-
ly, could murmur that they had not been
forewarned, and entreated to fly from dan-
ger,
told him from the Lord, Set thy housein
order, for thou shalt die, and not live. But
after his prayer and tears, God added fif-
teon years to his life. Concealing the
truth from Jacob concerning Joseph was of
no advantage to him. When Ben-hedded,
king of Syria, was sick, and sent 1o Elisha
the prophet, inquiring, Shali I recover of
this disease ? he said, thou mayest certain-
ty recover ; howbeit the Lord hath showed
me that he shall surely die. When Abjjah
was sick, and his mother wentto to the
prophet Abijah to know whethe he would
live, the prophet said, I ‘am sent to thee
with heavy tidings; and .when thy fect
enter into the city, the child shall die.—
-Ahaziah, having fallen through a lattice in
his upper chamber, and béing sick, sent to
inquire of Baalzebub because there was
no God in Israel, and dsclared, Thus saith
the Lord. thou shalt not come down from
the bed on which thon art gonc up, but
shalt surely die. From all this reasoning
and ail these examples from sacred history,
it appears truth is o be spoken to all per-
zons, on all occasions, and under all cir-
cumstances,when anything is to he spqken,
‘and that neither sickness. losses, nor
death warrznt its concealmen:. None
should be arrogant enough to question the
wisdom of God, and practically sav, Thou

When Hezekiah was sick, Isaiah !

hast required us to utter truth unexception-
ably, without foreseeing or considering this
peculiar case, or making ptoper allowance,
When tho law is treated with this levity,
and its Author virtually charged with in-
discretion or unkindness, the fact that there
13 a moral Govetnor of the universe is ac-
mally donied, and human judgment is seat.

d on the throne of worlds. By withhold-
ing trath, death, loss, calamity, as well as

groat blessings, may have asalutary influ-
dnce on the minds and hoarts of thoso

thost affocted } and if the first consoquen.
des bo overwhelming, the result mav bo
most servicenble. Yot, should all the of
facts, to human discernment be agonizing-
1§ distressing, wo aro not thence to infer
tho imprudence of Godin demanding truth,
uhless wo consider him unwise on all oc-
cisions. And if the heart-rending facts
bb hidden by friends, they may bo roveal-
ed by foes, or come to light in a time and
i circumstances when the mind is far less
ablo to vear tho shock., Let us, then, put
away all lies, of every descrip.ion, how-
over strongly the temptation to falsehoods
and invariably speak truth to God and man
‘ith carefulness. *

Judgment without Mercy.

BY REY. 0. A. SKINNER.

“For ho shall have judgment without mor-
oy that hath ghowed no mere }r and moroy
rojoicoth against judgment,”—Jangs ii, 1

Jupcyext without mercy ! Mercy re-
joiceth against judgment! These are re-
markable expressions. How are they to
be understood ? According to the Bible,
God is infinitely just. Justice and judg-
ment are the habitation of his throne.—
Heis ajust God and a Saviour. He is
also a God omercy. His tender mercies
ars overall his works. Hismercy isfrom
cverlasting to everlasting. And yet the
text speaks of judgment without mercy,
and mercy against judgment ! Whatdces
this mean? Does it'mean, 83 many sup-
pose, that God is just to a part, and mer-
i ciful to a part? That he cannotbe both
just and merciful to the same persons? If
this be the case, justice and mercy have
noagreement ; they have opposing natures
and opposing claims. This view of jus-
tice and mercy is objectionable for many
reasons.

1. It conflicts with the Bible. David
says, * God renders to every man accord-
ing to his work.” John says, “Just and true
are thy ways, thou King of saints.” The
idea here convoyed is, not that God will
punish some men according to their work,
and that he is just in some of his ways;
but that every mun shall be thus punished,
and that all his ways are thus just. God
isnot like those men who are partial in
their justice. We often see this partiality
in our courts of justice. Accuse before
them a poor, friendless man, and he will be
convicthd without hesitation, and doomed
to endure the extremne penalty of the law,
Bt leta man of wealth and strong friends
be accused of the same crime, and ho will
either not be carried to court, or if carried
there besure of an acquittal.  Thero isa
great disposition to judge of men as the
watchman judged of the célebraied Dr.
Cinlmers, who was arrested as a roguo
because shabbily attired. It was in vain
the doctor resisted ; the watch said, « No,
no, yure by no means Dr. Chalmers; he's
ae such a nan es vou ; and he'd not ba

strolling about at su¢h An hour;” and the
poor minister had to go to the lock-up.—
Now is God’s justico dep¢ndent upon ad-
ventitious circumstances ¥  Is he partial ?
Does holook entirely at character? Or
do citcumstances, like those which have
such great influenco in human courts, con-
trol his decisions? If he is partinl, he is
wholly unfit for 2 judge; and men, in.
stead of secking not to deserve punishment
would do well to meek the favor of their
capricious judge. Their safoty is not in
right, butin favor} and it would bo wiser
to study the weaknesses and caprices of
theit judge for influenco at court, than
learn the etornal principles of justicc.—
How prone are men to make God like
themselves, and to suppose that the affairs
of his kingdom aro conducted upon the
principles of policy, partiality. and wrong,
than govern so many kings, rulers, aud
courts.

2. 1 object to tho idea that justice and
mercy are antagonistic attributes, because
it gives a false view of the nature of jus-
tice. It teaches that justtce demands that
which is evil, positively dastructive ? This
is the general idea of justice. Itis sup-
posed thatthe sinner deserves all the mis-
ery that can be inflicted upon him. The
sinner’s good is not associated with jus-
tice. It is thoughtthat he has no claim
to have his good regarded ; that when he
became a sinner, he stepped out of the
boundaries which gave him any claim upon
divine protection ; and that nowitis just
that ways should be studied to torturo hims
and make his condition as wretched as pos-
sible! We often seo this kind of justice
among men. It is sometimes embodied
in the form of lynch law, and is called
lynch justice. It says to an obnoxious
person, “ You have forfeited all claims to
protection,—you have become an outlaw,
and you ought to be dealt with on prin-
ciples entirely different from those which
should be regarded in dealing with others,
you have ceased to be of the number
who should be treated as human beings !’
Mark thisidea. Itis vastly more preva.
lent in the world than is generally sup-
posed. It has for ages been with legisla-
lors, and exerted over them a far greater
power than any true idess of jnstice.—
Hence the unequal laws of the world, and
the cruel penalties that disgrace the statute
books of all nations, The opinion is pre-
valent that some offenders should not be
treated as human ; that they may be des-
troyed, tortured, butchered, and their
bodies thrown in contempt to the beasts of
prey! Such is, to a great degree, the
Justice of the world. Tnstead of heing re-
presented by scales equally balanced, it
oughtto bo represented as a great fierce
monster, armed with terrible weapons, and
exulting with fiendish delight whenever a
victim is thrown to his charge! WereI a
painter, I could draw a figure that would
give a vivid conception of this idea of jus-
tice Heshould be a large, dark, fiery
being, with  bypw knit with rage, an eye
flashing with vengeance, and a giant had
clasping horrid weapons of cruclty. Be-
neath him should be groaning in chains

the wretched victims on whom his wrath
wasexecuting its awful work! Such a

picture would represent noi ouly the jus-
lico of men, bui also that which men have
a-cribed to God.  Are we not told that the
chief office of divine justice ist0 torment ;
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and that looking upon sinners us outlaws,
its cry is forture, lorture? What has
heen said of hell,—of its undying woes ?
Wa could have no worse concoption than
that usually given, if wo wére told that at
death the soul is given over into the charge
of ten thousand. fiends ! When we shud-
der ot such horrid repsesentations, and
shako our heads in doubt asto tho pro-
priety nf such a toriure, we are told that
this is justice, and that those who suffer
thus are sinners, and that nothing is bad
enongh forthem! Justice ! Nothing bad
enough! Then God is precisely such a
beingas those who cry hatred, wrath, de.
struction, anything to him who has be-
come an oullaw ! In contrast with this
worse than fhlse. view of justice, let me
sive that presented in the Bible. David
says, Justice and judgment are the habita-
tions of his throne ; righteousness and
truth go before his face. He also says,
Unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy ; for
thou renderest to every man aceording to
his works.

‘Thus justice isnot an attribute whose
only officeis to torture, and which disre-
gards the rights of its subjects ; mercyand
truth attend the great Judge as well as
justiceand judgment. Justice has an eye
to the good of the offender ; cvery blow it
strikes isfor good, and the punishment ie
weasured in proportion to guilt,—in other
words, to what the benefit of the offender
requires. Punishments are administered
asmedicines ; and the most wicked require
the most punishment. Justice, therefore,
may be defined to be that attribute which
leads God to seek the reformation of man
by the agency of puniskment, If justice
looks at ali to the past, it is that it may
kenow how to graduate its inflictiors so as
to secure the greatest good of the sinner.
[t is sometimes said of parents that they
are too just. But none are ever too just—
They may be too cruel! cruelty wasa
eominon failing among parentsin former
times. There weie many like the father,
who cruelly beat his son till his heart be-
came well nigh as hard as the anvil upon
which his father hammered kLis iron. Find-
ing himself on one occasion unable to hard-
en an instrument he was making, the son
<aid, “Whip it father ; if that wont harden
it I know not what will.' This justice is
not cruelty,—not revenge,—not anything
which seeks the sinner’s injury ; itis as
much his friend as mercy itself.

3:, Fobject to theidea that justice and
mercy conflict with each other, because it
gives a false idea of mercy. Itconverts
mercy into weakness, and makes itblind to
the crimes of the guilty. We often hear
it said thatparents are too merciful. Those
who speak thus fancy that it is mercy
which leads parents to indulge their child-
renunduly ; to give them litle presents
in order to prevent their crying, andto
hire them to be obedient; but that is not
mercy ; itis weakness,—a weakness that
has provedthe ruin of many children 1—
Truemercyis that dispolllion which excites
ws fo pity those in distress 3 and though it
will not lift a hand to avert a single blow
of yustice, il will exert all its powers tore-
claim the sinful and render them Aappy.—
God will have nercy on all men, thatis,
e will provide means for their salvation ;
fie will confer upon them favors never
aeserved ; be will do forthem what justce
does not require. [lero is the difference

- e
between justice and merey. Though fike
mercy, justico has always an eye to ibe
good of man, what it does has relation to
deserts, while what mercy does has relation
to wants, Mercy considers our necessi-
ties, ~it asks not what has man merited,
but what does he need * The benefits,
therefore, which mercy will confer, will be
according to its own character, and not
according to our character.

What, then, may we not expect: from
mercy? It is impartial, and will not
bestow infinite blessings upon all. How
sweet the thought of mercy to the poor
crushed sinner, as he lies bleeding under
the inflictions of justice ! ‘Think of it—
The great «3od of heaven isrich 10 mercy,
~he delights in mercy,—lis mercy is
everlasting ! Sae him bending, from his
radiant throne, reachking down his gentle
hand, and lifting from their horrible state
those who had ruined. themselves by sin {
There is not one ever lifted from his deep
degradation, but what was lifted up by
mercy! How many there are who were
once vile and wretched, thit are now
honored and useful{ It was morcy that
redeemed them !  According to his mercy
God saved them ! Every saint in heaven,
chanting the praise of the Eternal, owes
all his bliss to mercy ! It is mercy that
takes the culprit, and makes him clean and
happy ! And when tha last wandere} re.
turns and entdrs the gates of g]ory: and
there goes up from sll souls one united
song of thanksgiving, it will be aZsobg in
praise of mercy ! ’ t

Such is the- nature of justice, and such
the-nature of mercy. According to these
views, no man will bs doomed to endless
pain, for such a doom would be subversive
of both justice and mercy. Hence when
the text says, Some shall have judgment
without mercy, and that merey rejoiceth
against judgment; it caunot mean that soime
shall be sentenced to infinite pain, that
they shall have full justice done them, but
never share the mercy of God. Neither
can it mean that any shall have  punish-
ment which mercy would oppose, for just-
iceand mercy agree. And you will ob.
serve thal the textdoes not say, the judg-
ment without mercy begins at death, or is
inflicted after death. It does not speak of
death or eternity as the place of adjudica-
tion ; and, therefore, it gives no support to
the idea, that in eternity some will endless-
‘ly wail under the inflictions ot justice,
while only a few wiil rejoice-in the favors.
of mercy. Hence itis all assumption to
say, the judgment without mercyis after
death, or that it is endless pain.

What, then, does the text mean 7 Judg-
ment without mercy, and mercy agaiust
Judgment? The word judgment is no
doubt synonymous with punishment.—
Punishment without mercy !  What is the
idea here conveyed! May it not be
simply this? The 6ins of sume men are
so great, that, in the endurance of their
punishment, they seem, for the time, to be
cut off from all blessihgs, The work-of
judgmenton such is feacful! Kook at the
man who. has rendered himsell’ poor, and
diseased; and wretchad, hy his abandoned
life. He is torjured by a sense of his,
groat guilt, and though lonthsome with dis-
ease, he pines in want, having none of the
comforts which are so requisite to the sick!
Ab, it is not enough to endure liis poverty

and disease, witholis the terrible reflection

e
that he is tha authior of hic awn miseries,
the guilty executioner of himself? He
hasno enjoyments,—no favors,—no com.
forts.  Ho is without, in all these particu.
lars, anything that can be called & mercy !

"The condition of every abandoned men
islamentable beyond expressiom Look
at thedark intriguer, who hus sought his
living by deception and fraud. The curse
of God is upon him, andtho day will come
whenhis bed of down shall be filled with
thorns ; whon he shall have nightly visions
of those he has reduced to beggary ; when
the moans of" those whom he has made
wretched shall ring perpetually in his
weary ears!  Yes: God is just, and he-will
smite him, and make him groan in the
bitterness of his soul, andthen shall he feel
that there is no mercy in his cup,

Look also at him who hath stained his
hands in human blood, for this is one cluss
of ainners to whom tha author of'the text
refers. The murderer ! what a load does
heever carry upon his heart ! The victim
of his merciless cruelty is ever with him,
all gory and haggard as when it fell lifoless
before him. He follows him into the busy
crowd'; he pursues him in his lonely
travels by night ; he standsover his bed as
he seeks in vain for repose.  Other stains
may be washed from his hands, but not the
stain of Blood ; other crimes my be for the
moment forgotten, but not the crime of
murder! Hero is judgment withouym'er-
cy !—a judgment which makes theeye
wild,—the visage haggard,—the heartsick,
—a judgment which veils the heavens, and
covers the earth with blackness, as though
the whole world were dressed in mourning
for the one he has smitten !

Let us pause here. Let usask ifwe
have not in such cases the key by which

there not some men whose conditions is so
wretched, t.at there no allevating circum-
stancee in their lot,—no glorious sunshine
through the clouds in weieh they are en-
veloped? Ido not mean, Are there not
some towards whom God has ceased to be
merciful, for weknow that he is always
merciful, and always merciful to all men ¢
But I mean, Are there not some whose
spirts are utterly crushed by the weight of
their crimes, who feel as though every star
of hope was quenched, and every source
of enjoyment driedup ¥ Why, take the
murderer who has 'moved in good society
—who has been regardsd as an honorable
man, —~whose associates have been among
the most reputable,—whose wife and child-
7en have looked to lim with confidence
and pride,~let the crime which ina mo-
ment of passion or from love of gain
he committed, L exposed and fastened
upon him, and & 1 mnderbolt from heaven
could not more unstring his nevers, or
death render him more pale ! Ages of
torture are experienced in an hour; he
soe¢ everything in an instant sweep away,
and ha feels all the wreichedness of utter
despair! O heavens ! what a judgment
is bere! Ruined hopes' ruined honor!
ruined wife and children? ruined peace !
are all arrayed befors hine. There is
nothing to mitigate his woes or sweeten his
cup! He has nothing Jeft o which to
stahd ! nothing to. which he can cling and
keep himself from sinking, )

It is not 80 with all who are visited with
judgment. There are degrees in criwe,

and degrees in judgment.. Al are not
*

to unlock the meaning ofthetext ¥ Are{

- m——
equally guilty, ang alt re not equally cuns.
edof God, Soms who seo one source o
happiness forever dried up, are comforted
by the thought that others remaln open.~
Some who have disgraced themselves by
one act, have relief in the refloction th
they are not wholly ruined. They or
comforted by the reflection that they havy
blessings still left ; that groand still re
mains on which to stand ; the beams o
hope are still shiningupon their pathway]

‘Thus there is a wide difforence betwee
thoss on whom judgment falls. Thos
who icholly disregard the divine law ha
judgment without mercy, for they show
mercy ; judgment sweeps all away. O
others judgment is less destitictive ; it doe
not annihilate all that renders lifo dear
though guilly, they have notbeen deaf
every claim of the law,

That I am right, is cortain from the
character of the man who has the judgme:
without mercy. Ho is one whose hea
had been hard ae adamant; who had ac
knowledged the claims of humanity ; the
obligations of lequity ; who wholly dis
garded the royal law ; who had stolen and
oppressed, and defrauded, and murdered
Such is the one who is to drink the ey
that has no mixture of sweetness,—whow
portion shalt be evil, and evilonly, Th
world presents many such miserable mes
You will find them in dens of infamy ; i
hovels of poverty ; in the dark retreatsc
crime, and the dungeons of our prisons !
Tt was not one leap that brought them 14
that awful swte ; they went gradualt
down from the high eminences which the;
once occupied ; it took a long time
throw off"the restraintsofearly education}
and to become so hardeped that the voics
of conscience ceased 1o startle them,

Tt is important, then, to guard again
the beginnings of ovil, for one vice lead
to another; and he that yields to sligh
temptations has commenced a career whic
mav render him one ofthe vilest sinner
and cause him to be acathed by the fierces
lightning of heaven !

That the judgment without mercy i
that utter ryin to which sin reduces t
abandoned, is evident from, the last ¢
of the text,—ZAnd mercy rejoceth againd
Jjudgement, The apostle here puts the
abatract forthe concrete ; he puts merc
in the placo of the merciful man ; h
meaning.is, not that divine mercy rescue
some from judgments they have deserved
but that the merciful man exuits over judg
ment; lte has no fear ofit ; for he h
obeyed the Jaw ; he has loved his neigh
bor 3 he hasdonesashe would be done by,
he has acted from. true principles. 14
knows, therefore, that he is safe. God"
heaviest thundesbolts may smite dow
those around him 3 curse upon curse ma
come in quick succession, and all the e}
ments of destruction may be a;med with
special power, and the wailings of the ruin
ed'may be heard from a thousand he
yot as hp is conscious that God is just, ha
knows that hestands upon a rock ovet
which the surges. of desolation can nev
sweep. The witked may fall about him
like soldibre: of a. conquered army ;- they
may besmitten in thejr palaces ot splendo!
hurled from theik high and hopored statior
and dragged forth from,their secret place
to be slain ; still he is unmaved, for be
kept the Jaw; and he rejoices agains

judgment,for the sword of divine vengeana
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g nover drawn to slay the upright.—
JHappy man ! His throne is secure astho

ihrone of Heaven! O how blossed is the
security of virtue ! Who is not reudy to
sy, On this throne let me sit? ltis
more to be desired than that af the, proud-

est king of the carth ; and will stand in all
\]

its strength and glory when all human

‘dihrones shall have fallen nevo-again to

rise. LThose who sitthere aro the truo
kings of carth ; und even when rovolution
¢rowds upon revolution, and dismay seizes
those who mantained their dominion by
ovil counsols and fraud, oppression and
iyranny, they can truly rejoice, for thoy

_gstand upon principles that we oternal, and

are protected by the power of an Intinite
God. This security may bo ours, If we

Fwill ba mercilul 3 if we will keep the law,

of love, even in the darkest and storpmest
times, we_can exult over judgment.— Uni-
versalist Misccllany.

Punishment,
I'T8 OBJECT AND TIME OF INFLICTION.
In regard to this subject, thero is a va-

‘Eriety of opinion in the religious world, es-

necially in reference to thoso punishments
inflicted under the Divine Govurnment.—

} In treating this subject, one fact [ would

have clearly borne in mind, viz: Thero
is a difforence between the divine and hu-
man laws touching this point. In humzn
laws, punishment is the infliction of an
evil as a penalty for the violation of those
laws. In the Divine, punishment is an
ovil growing out of the violation of the
law. ~Hence it will be very readily per-
ceived, that coming in the human as a
ponalty, it may or it may not be inflicted,
as circumstances can change it, but in the
Divine, following on the principle of
cause and effect, it must always be endured.
In this respect they are dissimlar,but in

14 the object had in view they are alike.

There is no fact more universally ad-

'§ mitted by parents than this ; in punishing

their chbildren they are always secking their
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good, the reformation of those clildren
punished. Thatindividual cannot be found
possessing the spirit of a’parent, and act-
ing undes the influence of that spirit, who
can inflict any pain upon a child unless he
or she believes it necessary for that child's
ood. Thisis the great end to be attained.
t is frue, they frequently make a second-
ary use of punishment, viz: An example
1o others, but this is merely of a secondary
nature, and can never be inflicted for this
slone. ‘The great question asked, is,
whether the punishment is necessary for
the child’s good, and will it ultimate in
good.

Thus doctrine, upon which those posses-
sing the spirit of parents act, is received
by the most eminent jurists, believing, as
they do, that punishments in human laws
should look for the good of the individual,
as well as of the State. And as the great-
est good a State enjoys, is the obedience
of its subjects, the reformation of its re-
fractory members becomes the great end
1o be obtrined. Penalties inflicted are de-
signed for this purpose ; hence the greater
the guil: the more severe the penalty.—
From this same cause arises the pardoning
of the ofiender whenever sure and unmis-
takable evidences of yeformation are to be
seen in hinw.

The Scriptures declare that this is the
great object for which God correcteth ine
children of men. [Ie has instituted chas-
tening “for our profit, that we might be
partakers of his holiness.” IHeb. 12 : 10.
* My son despise not the chastening of the
Lord ; neither beeweary of his correction;
for whom God loveth he correcteth, esen
nsa father the son in whom he delighteth.”
Prov. 3: 11,12, If the principles here set
forth are true, the-question of the time
when these punishments are to be inflict
ed, which has agitated the public mind of
late, is very readily seen by, at least, one.
If punishment is reformatory in its nature,

designed to correct the sinful ; 1t must be

:oflicted-upon the sinner.  1fit is contend-
vd that Uus panishwment will be. carried in-
10 the future state, it must first be admitted

that man_will continue to sin after ho has
passed into the futurd world, which cannot
bo in the_very nature of things, from the
fact that man sins when lust has conceived.
This springing from tho animal nature
cannoat exist in the world to which we are
traveling, consequently cannot vonceive
there. In nccordance with this rcusoning
Puul has suid, ** o that is dead is freca
from sin.” Rom. 6: 7. No one will
deny but that when man  leaves this lower
world he ceases to transgress God’s most
oly law. Livensuch as recogniso tho
iden of an intermediato stato, botween
death and the resurrsction, do not claimy
that it is like the present, is one whoro the
spirit is surrounded by temptation, but as
a stato free from guilt, being perfected for
that better world for which it is destined.—
If punishment is inflicted either in an inter-

mediate or the resurrection state, it cannot |

have for its object tho reformation of thesin-
ner,for on the provious positions 1t is shown
that he ceased to be a sinner vhen he
threw off’ the mortal tenoment. It is true
ho may not have been perfected through
an operation of the forgiving grace of God,
tut having ceased from sin, punishment
cannot be inflicted for tho purposo of tarn-
ing therefrom, and until it can be shown
that punishments are necessary in the fu-
ture world for the perfection of God’s work
of redemption, I cannot receive it as a part
of the divine economy.

1 know that it may be said, that one of
the objects of punishment, is to deter oth-
ers from the commission of wrong, and as
such, may exist in the future. But, can
such punishments operate as an_example,
and have an influence in deterring others
fromsin? Tooperate asan example, a
thing must be seen and understood. Are
we told that certain evils, in some far dist-
ant period in the past, had been inflicted
upon u certain people for a certain course
of lifo, we should hardly realize any thing
of it, unless we have zitnessed something
of a similar nature.  ‘That which is in the
future never was or will be seen in this
state of being. lis nature or character
cannot be known, consequently it can have
no power, as an example, over men in the
flesh. No individual ever heard of an
cxample in the future. It must be both
past and visible to have any such influence,
consequently no one can be deterred, by
the future evil from doing tbe wrong.

Present punishment, however, can ope-
rate as a reformer. It may deter, have
force us un example. It is of moral prac.
tical utility. It is also a doctrine of the
Scriptures, plainly and unequivocally
taught as in the following declurations.—
«There is no peace to the wicked. Isa,
48,92, The wicked are like the troubled
sea, when it cannot res, whose waters
cast up mirc and dirt. Ibid. 57. 20.—
‘Though hand join in hand the wicked shall
not be unpunished. Prov. 11. 21. Verily
he is a God that judgeth in the earth.—
Psa. 58. 11.  We must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ; that every
one mnay receive the things in dody, ac-
cording to that he hath done, whether good
or bad” 2 Cor. 5. 10. ‘These withvery
many other passages, to my mind plainly
proclaim a jusgment in the carth. 1f-the
Scriptures elsewhere teach the doctrine of
future retribution, 1 should be very glad to
have the passages pointed out. But so
long as I do not learu such a doctrine from
the Bible, and untilI can recognise some
means by which it can become reformatory
in its vperation in that state, con see some
reason why, in the economy of God it is
necessary, 1 must reject the: doctrine and
abide by the old idea so plainly taught that
God * w ll render to every man according
o huisdeeds.” * ‘Lo them who, by patient
continuance in well-doing, seek for glory
and honor, and. immortality, elernal life.—
But unto them that are conteutious, and do
not obey the trath, but obey uarightcous-
ness ; indignation and wrath ; bivulation
and angaish, upon every soul of man that:
doeth evil, of the Jew lirstand also of the
Gentile.  But glory, honor and peace o
every manthat worketh good, to the Jow
first and also the Gentile fibr there is no
respect of persons with God.”  itom. 2-
8, 11. A, 8.

i Why Preach Universalism,

To ripen in religious knowledge, as well
as in the knowledge of the world, a mon
must exercise his mind—must reason,—
And, in fact, nonoe tuke the blinders of Scc-
tarionism but such as have found reason
against them. Noneé recornmond them to
a neighbor hut such as are afraid that the
absenco of them will expose some deformi-
ty in the matter of fuith thoy haveto exhi-
bit. Reason secks for more light. [t
opens the hiddon and dark pleaces of the
world,—is eyesto the blind, and a help to
those who seek for strength and firm-
ness.

[Iaving nothing to do with other orders,
cannot the question at the head of thi® ar-
ticlo bo answered reasonably 7 If there is
no use of preaching Universalism, it ought
not to bo preachied. Ifthe objection can-
not be removed, we ought to embrace some
more consistent doctrine.

The question supposes that we are as
safe withoyt knowing that God is the Sa-
viour of all men, gs we should be with it.
Or, somatimes tho doctrine is allowed to be
probable, and then it is said, we will be-
lieve insomothing olse, and have two chua-
ces to the Universalist’s one.

Part . We preach the great salvation
because it is true. No medicine is.more
officacious n restoring soundness to the
morally diseased, than the truth. The con-
sumptive condition of the churches is attrie
butuble to the prevalence of falsehood.—
Perfect manhood in Christianity is the
fruitof a knowledge and reception of the
fulness of Christ. But how do we know it
istrue?

1. God willsit. He “will have all
amen to bo saved and come to the know-
ledgo of the truth,” 1t isalso written, that
‘he doeth according to his will in the ar-
mies of heaven, and among the children
of men.” Even the “king’s heart is in
the hands of the Lord, and he turneth it
whithersoever he will.”

2. God purposes it. “ITaving made
known unto us the mystery of his will, ac-
cording to his good pleasure, which he had
purposed in hims ¥, that in the dispensa-
tion of the fulness of timeshe might gather
together in oncall things in Christ, both
which are in heaven, and which are on
carth, even in him.”

3. God promised it. “And 1, if I be
] lifted up from the earth, will draw all men
untome.”  “All the ends of the earth
shall remember and turn unto me, and all
the kindreds of the nations shall worship
before me.”” <« Apdin Christ shall all the
nations of the eart/Pbe blessed.” Although
they diein Adam, théy shall be made alive
in Christ.

4, God has nccompanied his promise
with an oath. #* Willing more abundantly
to show unto the heirs of promise the im-
mutability of his counsel, he confirmed it
by an oath ; that by two immutable things,
in which it was impossible for God to lie,
we might have strong consolation who have
fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set
before us, which hope we have an anchor
to the soul, both sure and steadfast.””

What God wills-he purposes ; what he
purposes he promises ; and what he
‘promises he confirms with an oath,

1. The truthof it being scttled, we are
commanded to preach it. “Go ye into all
‘thé worldand prerch the Gospel.” “The
-prophet ‘that hath a dream. 1.t him tella
dream ; and he that hath my woud, let him
speak my word fuithfully  What is the
chail'to the wheat, saith the Lord »

III. Some might sce a reason why

greater power 10 lead 1nen w luve God and
holiness.  We Juie God from much the
same- motives that wo love other things.—
John says, itis because ho first loved us
Nero, -who made blood flow for his amusc.
ment, we cannut lose,  Howard and Ober-

ness in visiting the poorand debased, dis-
arms us of every opposing principle  And
when we read of Chirist, of his healing the
sick, gving sight to tho blind, restoriny
hearing to the deaf, breakingthe prisoner’s
chaiue, dying for the degraded, we not

Universalism should bs preached 1o ats:

lin, we canuot hate.  Their disinterestel- .

only love him, but desire to bo put in the
possession of his spirit that we may live
ashe hved. Tho love of( God is not the
frait of ours, nny moro thai the sunis the
offspring of the particle of light, or the
ocean of the smallest rain.drop that eves
rofreshed tho petnl ofa flower. The un
solicited and unmerited Jove of the greater.
originates tholove of the less, And they
who love God, lovo men. This is the
legitimate fruit of the Jove of the Almighty.
and wo may bo very distrustiul of'tho re-
ligious chiaracter of him who saysho loves
God and hates his brother. It is probably
all talk with such Christians.

Iatred cannot originate lova ; lovo can.
not originate hatred. Tho more perfectly
we demonstrate the doctrine that God hates
the wicked, the less disposed they will be
to love him. On the other hand, tho more
we oxhibit his love to thom, tho fower
rensons and less disposition they will have
to disobey and hate him. Were it suscepti.
ble of proof that God hates the sinner, it
would bo but a beggarly incentive to en-
large his virtue and religion, to preach it to
him. We take back precisely what we
give—hatred for hatred, and love for love.

o preach Universalism, then, because
itis the truth } because we are command-
ed to preach it, because it leads man to the
love of God, and to do as he would be
done by. Ifthese ave not sufficient reas.
ons, others would be useless. Ifthese ara
sufficient, others may be added to strength -
en a faith that has ever made its possessors
the p2culiar people of God, zealoys of good
worlts. Asmo mindis capable of grasp-
ing the whole truth at once, so no man
can attain to the fulness of the Christian
character, without the progressive steps of
Christianity. And in taking these steps,
new reasons will occur to make us ener-
getic in the proclamation of the Gospel.—
New accesstons of divine knowledge, will
discover other accessions that remain te
be made. A forsaken sin, will leave the
eye more clear in the detection of those
that are still attached tous.  The good of
the Christian race willbe so apparent to us
that we shall not pause to inquire, ‘If it
be true, what is the use of preaching it?*—
Clrist, Mess.

Tive MisspEnT.—Senece, though

‘heathen, gave much advice which it wquld

be well for Christians to consider. He
said, «“ Weall complain of the shortness
of time, and yet have much more than we
know what to do with. Our Fves are
spent in doing nothing at all, or in doing
nothing to the purpose, orin doing nothing
that we oughttodo ; we are always com-
plaining our days are few, and acting as
though there would be no end of thern,”’—
1, instead of pursuing the course here con-
demned by Seneca, we would mark out our
duties, and attend to cach one inits ap-
pointed time, we shonid accomplish twice
as much as we now do, and with half the
exertion we now make.

— -

Tne Mixo.—It has been said that the
“mind has a certein vegetable power
which cannot be wholly idle. If it is not
laid out and cultivated into a beautiful. gar-
den, it will of itself shoot up in weeds or
flowers of a wild growth.” In this fact
we have the roason why we are cursed
with so many vicious youth. Their minds
weore not cultivated ; their moral education
was neglected, anl as the vegelative power
within them could not be idle, it stot up m
weeds of a wild growth. How great is
the responsibility of parents. ‘They have
powerto mouldthe characters of their child-
ren tosuit their pleasure. *“Train up a
child in the way he shoull go, and when
he is old he will not depart from it,”—
Univerealist Miscellany.

For all of us the passage to the grave
is, alus ! astring of empty, insipid days.
as of glass peurls, only here and there -
vided by an oient one of great price.

Goltl goosin at any gate except heaven’s

~
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- BORART,

A MOTHER'S LAMENT.

BY WILLIAM JONES.

Whare havo they lain thee my own dear
child,
Whero have they medo thy bed?
In the cold churohyard, where the woode
grow wild,
Have they placed thy httlo hoad 7
‘Whore tho hamlock wavos
Oathe drowsy graves,
And the night-shado droops o'er thodreamloss
dead !

Whoro huve they born thgo, my stricken
ono?
Would that I shared thy rost!
For it sorrows mo thou ghouldst sleop alone,
Away from thy mother's broast,
‘With thine eyolids closed,
As thoyoft reposed
On the bosom tho light of thy smiles onco.
blessed.

They tell me, my boy, thow wort taken honceo
In moroy, for thou wort weak,
And tho world, with its darkling influence,
Would have caused the reed to broak !
And thou wouldst havo wopt
Astho blighting crept
To the hextt of the flower, with wuch so
bleak !

And thoy toll of an angel child above,
With o bright and glorious brow,,
And thoy say ho is sproading his wings of
love,
O’ar tho homa of his mother now !
And I list profound
For the rustling sound;
But tho leaves aro stirloss upon the bough!

My baby ! thoughthine isa hoiy lot,
To walk in tho glow of heaven,
{ mourn for the ploasures that now aro not,
That alone with theo wero given !
And I raise thosc eyos
To thing own bluo skies,
Vith a grioving spirit for joys thus rivon !

But & whisper of hope bas reach’d my-car,
And my heart soars on: tho strain !
Swoot mother ! Jehovah hath heard thy
prayer,
And soon: we shall moet again,
In 2 sinfess clime,
Whoro tho flight of time
Shall bring nota. tear, or a throb of pain!

The Opposition.

The alarm has gone forth in the camp.
of the enemy. Wherever the cause of
impartiol grace jsin a prosperous condi-
tion there is evidently an increasing dis-
position on the pait of those who believe
in a limited and partial salvalion to unite
their strength and influence and make
common cause against Universalists.—
Though at variance on other matters they
aro agreed in their opposition to.the doct-
rine of the final holiness and happiness of
all men.

Denominations. once bitterly opposed.
are becoming friends, and uniting their
forces ngainst the causo of Christ. Yes,
we repeat, against the . cause. of Christ—
the holiest and best in. which mortal beings.
can ever be engaged. For-do not the
sacred Scriptares declare hin, to be theSa,
vior of the world? Did not Chyist say
he camo not to condemn the world, bui
that the world through him might beo
saved? that he came to.seek and to save
that which .was lost? thas he, by the gruce
of God, tasted death for every maon, and
thathe shall sce of the travail of his soul
and be satisfied?  Does not Paul declare
that God has abounded towards, us in all
wisdom and prudence, having-mado known
unto.us the mystery of his will, u¢cording |

to his good pleasure,which he has purposed
in himself, that in the dispensation of the
fulness of times, he might gather together
in one all things in Christ, voth which are
in heaven and which are in earth oven in
him ; that at the namo of Jesus every

" | knee shall bowand every tongue shall con-

foss that he is Lord to the glory of God
tho Father ; moreover that Death the last
onomy shall be destroyed, and that God
shall bo allinall? Then is it not mani.
fost that those who oppose these great
truths of wo Gospel, thou .. not aware “of
the fact, are arrayed against tho Lord and
his Christ, and opposing the will of God
in the salvation of the world ?

But this is not all ; they aro found at
war with thoir own nature, and the wishes
of oyery good man. For nona but beings
of awful malignity and cruelty, could de-
sire the endless sinfulness and woe of any
portion of our race.

But what is the mode of warfare pursued
by o opposers? Do thoy act the part of
candid, honorable and upright men 1—like
men conscious of being engaged in defend-
ing the truth? No, very far from it—
When thoy engage in wordy battle againsb
us, they are carefual to entrench. thomselves
behind some dofence, and prevent as far
as possible all opportunity for reply.—
They are not willing the people should
hear and seo the arguments on both sides.
They will not publish both sides of a dis-
cussion in their papers. They choose
not an open fiold and fair play. Their’s
is an Indian mode of warfare, and implies
a bad cause, and .2 want of ability to de-
fend it.

Our opposers assert that our doctrine is
false and pernicious Wo on the other
hand contend that it isin accordance with
reason, nature, and revelation—that it is
God’s everlasting truth, as taught in the
Bitle, and designed to promote the moral
perfection and happiness of mankind.—
Now these theolo%ians who are crying
sgainst us and calling us ha:d names, and
constantly declaiming upon the dangerous
nature of our principles, profess to be
friends of {free discussion and to an impar-
tial investigation of all those questions re-
Iating to tho great work of human reform ;
but alas ! their practico is greatly incen-
sistent with their profession,

We have invited these men to come
out and go with us tothe law andto the
testimony, to weigh in the scales of eternsl
jusiice and truth the doctrine of a world’s
salvation, and with very few exceptions.
.they have remained silent, But some are-
disposed to say that a giscussion of this
question is not called {or at this time.—
Strange assertion this, when it is proclaim-
ed through the length and breadth of our
land that 2 purt of mankind will be the
victims of endless sin and misery, and.
thousands are so unfortunate as to believe
it.

Now is it-of no importance for us to-
kpow whether this doctrine be true or

false? Itvis contended that this doctripe

is a revelation. from God and taught in tho
Bible ; thatit is in accordance with the
divine will, ang that a belief or disbelic{ of
it involves oureternal weal or woe. 1f it
be.so, is it not important that every ration-

] al being should enquiie whether it has a

“ thus saith the Lord,” for its support?

But eh! these orthodox teachers fear
their craft is in danger. The truth is it
‘is for their interest to keep the people in’
the dark. They know that their partial
and-exclusive ereeds which were gotup in
the dark ages of’ the Church, as the truits
of the great apostacy from the primitive
faith, are at war with every principle that
is reasonable and benevolent in earth or
heaven. Hence they avoid any honerable
discussion of their merits for fear their un-
happy votaries will come to the light-and
burst their galling chains. But this pre-
caution will be in vain, The day of re-
demption will. come. ¢ Their agreement
with hell will ngt stand, and their covenant
with death shall be disannuled, and the
covering of falsehood removed—fux the
bed is too short aod the covering is too
narrow for one to.wrap himself in it.’—
‘The erring and the bewildered sors, and

| daughters of hymanity will coms to, the,

knowledge of the truth, and the truth shall
ragko them freo indeed,—Star in the
est.

Going to Law,

Tho money oxpended, the timo wastod,
and tho ovil feelings cherished by litiga-
tion, imperiously demand that wo should
have fower judicial contests, Thoy have,
I am aware, during the last ten years, con-
sidorably decroased in those parts of the.
country where temporance has provailed ;
but oven there they are numorous, and are
exorting o fearful influence in producing
poverty and various. moral gvils. Some
mon aro always engaged in litigation.—
They have o litigious spirit, and rogard
not at all the command of Christ, who says,
If a man sue thee at the law, and take
away thy coaly let him-have thy cloak also.
Rather than be wronged out of a dollar,
they will spend a hundred dollars in litiga-
tion. * They will not be imposed upon ;
thoy will suffer no man to defraud them ;
they will have ther rights!”  How mony
who.feel thus oxpond theusands of dollars
in arder to obtain atrifle! Before en-
goging in alawsuit, it may ho woll to ask,
first, Do I know that I am rignt ? Second,
Do the most discreet, cool, and fair-minded
men think Iam right? Third, Is it ex-
pediont to commence & suit that may cost
mo hundreds, in order to gain a mere trifle?
Fourth, Have I taken all the steps which
can be thought of] to have the difficulty pri-
vately adjusted ?  Fifth, Havo [ duly con-
sidered how much it costs to feo a lawyer,
pay witnesses and the expenses of the
court? Sixth, Have I calculated how
much I shall loose by the-suit, even though
1 gain my caso ?

Iwould not, by the foregoing remarks,
be understood to mean, that we should
never have recourse to law in order to so-
cure ourrights. No doubtthere are cases
in which we are fully justified in so doing,
though I must confess that the uncertain-
ties of the lnw are so groatthat it affords
but a poor hope of obtaining justice. Law!
whatis it? Insome cases, nothing but the
authority of courts that existed centuries
ago, when the moral perceptions of jarists
were as dull as their characters. were de-
graded. In other cases, it is nothing but
the mere result of the accidental relations
of a people, which changes with them, and
which does not claim to be built on the
eternal principles of right. The decisions
of courts! are they given according to.
justice, or according to law and evidence ¢

Our advicq to all is, Keep out of the law,
—suffer rather than have a legal.contest.
Lawyers usually grow rich while their-
cliants grow poor. In one sense, the wo
fells-upon theix clients rather than upon
them ; and it would not be n bad reading
of the Savior's language, if it changed as
follows,—WWo unlo you who are fondof
titigation. —~[Uni. Mis.

A TrirLe.—~One kernel is felt in a
hogshead,—one drop of water helps o
swell the acean,—~e spark of fire helps to
givo lightto the world. You are a small
man,—passing amid the crowd you are
hardly noticed ;. but you have a drop or
spark within you that may be telt,—felt
through the cternity. Do you not be-
lioveit? Set that drop in motion,—give

 wings to that spark, and behold. the resultit
"may renovate the world. None are too

soall,—too feeble,—too poor to be of.ser.
vice. ‘Think of this and act. Life is no
trifln.

¢ UNIVERSALISTS DO NOT BELIEVE IN
Tar AtonEuenT.'—That we do not be-
Tieve ini the doctrine of atonement as it is
tsught in the creeds and commandments
of men, we have no disposition to deny.—~
At the same time we profess to believe
in it as it taught in the Bible. The dif-
ferenée botween us and our opposers is,
wo believe it was to reconcile man to Goe
that Jesus died upon the cross, they, that it
was to reconcile God to man.

Men only blame themselveg for the pur-
poje of, being praised..

Elndless Misery on a Small Soale.

An English pepor, tho Liverpool Mereury,
contains tho following pamgrug;:o:

Rivar, o¢ Tonxong.—~On the 4th of Augt. }
last, tho Rov. Richard Chapman, Chaplain of |
Covontry Goal; visited Mary Bal), then under
sontenuo of death for murder, and in the pres-
once of the matron, by main foreo hold the
woman’'s hand over a highted eandlo till it was
burned and blistored, tolling her whon sho
oxolaimed from pain, that he wished to give
hor somo idea of the tormonts of holl. When
she at longth snatched away her hand, ho ask-
ed hor what that would bo compared to all the
torments of holl, where her whole framo would
bo burning hundrods of years, The matron
applied soap to the hand to remove inflama-
tion,and on tho roturn ofthe governor informed.
him of what had occured. The-governot immo-
diately visited tho poor oriminel, and found hor
blistered as stated. Sho said sho was glad ho
had como, and complainod of tho chapinia's
conduct. At asubsequont investigation bes
foro the magistrates, Mr. Chapmon admitted
thay the statoments wore corrcet; and that
what ho did was to facilitato her notion of pain.
Also, that the Jlrisonor was. i woman of obtuse
intellect, and that he thought hor mind would §
be morelikely noted upon, through the modium
of tho sonso. Tho result was the susponsion 3
of tho too zealous chaplain from his ofiico, but
that scows, altogathor, too mild & punishwont |
£ such en atreoious outragas”

John Calvin went into tho burning business
more oxtonsively than this man. But why §
should Mr, Chapman bo deomed cruel? His. §
God is notonly to burn the hand butwholo g
body endlessly. Aro not mon hero required
to be like God—to imitate him as dear child-.
ron? Tho conduct of the reverond gentleman
is only an illustration of orthodoxy on a small
scalo.—~Star.

People of God Spared.

The Indopondent, an orthodox journal pub-
lished in Now-York ecity, argues that the .
cholora mado a elear diserimination botween
herotics end truo believors. It says,

“Tho focta already within our-knowledge
warrant tho boliof that in the course of tho
pestilence there has been a discrimination: in
favor of tho people of God.”

Allowing the position hore assumed to he
corroot, the Universalists must bo numbered
with “God’s peoples™ for we know of nopo who
suffered so little from cholera. Many more
orthodox people dicd of thedisdase than Uni-.
vorsalists, Dut, in the cholora scason, a man's
soundncss of faith would.do little for him ifhe-
atu frooly of groen peas, green corn, cucum=
bers end'thelike. Tholaws of the physical
world aro as ihflexible as moral laws,.—~Star
in the West. .

Such is Man.

: Whoisrich? Ho who is contented with his
ot.

}’Vho is happy? He who loves every-
body.
Whe is honored? He who pursues the
aven tenor of his way.

‘Whois good? Ho who has tho fear of God
bafore him.

How casy then to bo rich, happy, honored,.
und good.
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