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SERMON.
BY REV. A. J. MACKICHAN, BARNEY'S
RIVER, PICTOU.

I John, v. 10th., 1st clause.—*‘He that
believeth on the Son of God hath the
witness in himself.”

The Seriptures.informw us that all men
are sinners, both by nature and practice
and exposed to the wrath of God, and
that it is only by believing in Christ that
we can obtain the pardon of our sins and
the favour and friendship of God. “For
God so loved the world that he gave his
only begotten Son that whosoever believ-
eth in Him should not perish, hut have
everlasting life.” And our Saviour Him-
self also assures us that ** he that belev-
eth on the Son hath everlasting life, but
he that believeth not the Son shall not
see life, but thd wrath 'of God abideth on
bim.” It must then be a matter of great
interest and importance to every one who
has been awakened to a sense of the guilt
and misery of his condition as a sinncr,
to know that he has really believed in
Christ and obtained salvation through his
blord. Thisis highly desirable amTvery
necessary, both for the behever's peace
sl comtort and for preventing men from
talling short at last by induTging false
and unfounded hopes. ~ Yet many of the
professed disciples of Christ do not well
understand the nature of faith, and often
imagine themselves in possession of it,
when in reality they have never experi-
enced the saving eflicacy of the Saviom’s
blogd. We therefore propose in turther
addressing you to show

Ny ecomatere.

1. In what faith or beliet in the Son of
God consists.

Faith or belief in the Son of God in-
cludes the knowledge and belief of what
the Scriptures make known to us concern-
inyg His personal dignity and character.
And who is the Son'of God? We learn
from Scripture that He is the Christ, the
Messiah promised unto the fathers, whose
advent was foretold bythe ancient pro-
%het,s as the prince and Saviour of Isrel.

e is possessed of a two-fold nature, be-
ing both God and man. Asto Hisdivine
nature, Ile is the second person of the
ever-blessed Trinity. and the eternal and
only-begotten Son ot God. The appella-
tion * Sons of God™ is in Scripture appli-
ed both to angels and men. Angels are
t..e Sons of God by creation ; and believ-
ers are so both by creation, adoption and
regeneration. But Christ s + the Som_of
God," in a sense, peculiar ta Himselt. He
is ** the Son of God™ by eternal genera-
tion—the only-begotten of the Father,
possessing, equally with God, the divine
oaturs and peéifections and attributes. He
is eternal in His existence, unchangeable
in His nature, infinitely wise and power-
ful and holy and just and good and true,
The hames of God are given Him, and
the words of God are ascribed to Him.
He is the Creater, Preserver, Redeemer,
and Judge of mankind. And hence St.
John says: ** All thirgs were made by
Him, and- without ¥lim was not anything
made that was made.® Thus Christ is
*¢ the Son of Giod,” really and truly God,
and possessing the nature and character
and all the perteciions of deity. &

But, while Christ.is truly Gogzl’:je 1
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also, at the same time, really and iruly
man, possessing a human body and a
human soul, and all the faculties and af-
fections and feelings of marhood, sin
only excepted. The Scriptures inform
us that He was miraculously. conceived
of a virgin, born in a stable and laid ina
manger; was subject to His parents dur-
ing His infancy ; grew and waxed strong
in spirit, being filled with wisdom ; pass-
ed the time of His public ministry in go-
ing about doing good both to the souls
and bodies of men—healing the diseased,
comforting the sorrowful, instructing the
ignorant, reproving and warning the
wicked, and teaching the will of God and
the way of salvation. And the Seriptures
also inform us that His heavenly doctrines
and works of mercy and labours of love
excited the envy and malice of the Jews,
that He was betrayed by one disciple,
denied by another, and condemned and
put to death by his enemies; that He
was buried and rose again from the dead
on the third day and ascended to heaven,
1o resume the glory which He had with
the Father ere the foundations of the
world were laid. Wherefore the apostle
Paul says, regarding Him, that He * be-
ing in the form of God, thought it not
roﬁbery to be equal with God, but made
Himself of no reputation, and took upon
Him the form of a servant, und was made
in the likeness of men; and being found
in fashion as a man, He humbled himself
and became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross. Wherefore God
also hath higbly exalted Him, and given
him a name which is above every name;
that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven and
things in egrth and things under the
earth ; and that every tongue should con-
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory
of God the Father.” Such then is a
brief view of the informatior which the
Scriptures give us respecting the nature
and dignity and history and character of
Christ, who unites, in wonderful and
mysterious person, all the attributes of
Deity and all the faculties and affections
and feelhzgs of sinless and unfallen hu-
manity. Now all these ae things which
those “swho believe in the Son of God”
Zgust acknowledge and believe concerning
im. .

2. But still farther we would observe

that faith or helief in Christ also includes
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the knowledge and belief of what the
Seriptures make known to us concerning
Him in H¢s official and midiatorial char-
acter. He took upon himself our nature
and came into our world to perform &
great and glorious undertaking— to ex-
piate the guilt of sm _and reconcile us to
God by his cross, and to purchase eternal
salvation for as many as obsy Him. And
in the-accomplishment of this great work
he sustained a three-fold character that
of prophet, priest and king. Christ is
the great prophet and teacher of his peo-
ple. Under the Old Testament Dispen-
sation he commissioned and sent his ser-
vants to declarve the will of God to His
ancient people the Jews. During His
own personal ministry upon earth He in-
structed and reproved and warned with
a clearness, power and authority with
which never man spake. And after His
ascension to Heaven, He sent the Holy
Ghost to enlighten and inspire His apos-
tles and servants in the knowledge of
things pertaining to His kingdom, that,
by them, He might teach us and all suc-
ceeding feneranons the duties we owe to
God, and point out to us the way of sal-
vation. But Christ, in His mediatorial
capacity, also sustains the character and
performs the office of High-Priest to His
people. Ho is the great High-Priest of
the human family.” As suck he vcl-
untarily undertvok to make atonement
for our sins. And this he actually
did by the once-offering up of Him-
selt upon the accursed tree. And now
that He has entered into Heaven, He
there like the Jewish high-priest in the
temple of old, makes intercession for us
and pleads our cause at God’s right hand.
Bat Christ is also the kring of his people
and the great Head and Governor of the
Church. In virtue of his own essential
dignity, as second person of the Godhead,
he is equally entitled with the Father to
the bdmage and allegiance of mankind.
But in his capacity of Mediater, God the
Father has given all power both in beaven
and earth into his hand, and made him
Lord of that spiritual kingdom which he
has founded with his blood, and sovereign
disposer of all those blessings which he
once died to purchase and which heisnow
exalted to bestow. It appears then that
Christ, in his mediatorial capacity; sus-
tains the three-fold character ot & prophet,
priest and king. And all whp ¢ believe
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in the Son of God,» must know end ac-
knowledge him in each and all of these
offices ot his three-fold character.

8. But still favther, faith or beliet in
the Son of God includes also a cordial
and heartfelt acceptance of him as our
own dtvine prophet, priest and king. A
mere speculative assent to the truths of
Scriptare concerning Christ is not all
that is necessary to constitute saving faith.
In order to have saving-faith we must
not only credit the declarations ¢ Scrip-
ture regarding him, but must also cor-
dially &mbrace him as he is offered to us
in the Gospel, and as all our salvation
and all our desire. We must not only
believe that he is a prophet, but must
also receive him as our own great pro-
phet and teacher, and learn of him. We
mugt not only believe that he is a priest,
but must also receive him as our own
great High-priest and Intercessor. and
rest our hope of pardon and acceptance
on his atonement and on it alone. And
we must not only believe that he is the
King and Head of the church, but must
also receive him as our own great King,
and render a willing and cheerful obed-
ience to his laws. Al this is concluded
in saving-faith ; though indeed the recep-
tion of Christ as our great High priest,—
or, in other words, a reliance on the
merits of his atonement, forms the first
and principalidea ot saving faith. Hence
saving faith may be defined as—a per-
sonal and implicit relianee on the merits
of Christ &s the only ground on which the
sinner can hope to obtain pardon and ac-
ceptance with God!

We have now endeavoured to show in
what faith or belief in the Son of God
consists. And we have seen that it in-
cludes a knowledge and belief of what
the scriptures makeknown tons concern-
ing bim n his official and mediatorial
character; together with a cordial and
heart-felt acceptance of him as our ‘own
great prophet, priest and king.

II. Endeavour to point out some ot
those evidences or marks which as ap-
pears from the text, every true believer:
must in acertain degree, possess, and
by which he may be enabled *¢ ascertsin
the reality and genuineness of his faith.

Many of you have solemnly declaved
that you believe in the Saviour, and hap-
py indeed must it be for you if such is
the case. But are you really suve of it?
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This is & question which it were well
that each and all of you could answer
in the affirmative, with truth and can
dour. But some of you may ask, how
are we to know that of a truth, we have
believed in the son of God and obtained
alvation through his blood? Thisis as
question which many huve solved to
their own unspeakable comfort and
peace. And it isa question which you
too may solve for yourselves. For if
}y}ou believe in the son of God, you must
ave the witness in' yourselves that such
is the crse. We should then endeaiour
to point out the nature of that witiess
or evidence by which you may asver-
tain this.

1. If you believe in the Son ot God,”
Y01 must pessess a cerlain inward con-
sciousness that you do so. If you really
love any individusl you must be con-
scious of it. And it you hate any indi-
vidual, you must be conscious of it. In
like manner if you really believe in
Christ, and aceept of him personally as
your own Saviour, you must be consci-
ous that you do so;: for the acts of fuith
are such that we cannot perform them
without being sensible ofit. Yet mere
consciousness cannot of itself form an
unguestionable witness of the actual ex-
istenee ot saving faith ; for we know that
a spurious i3 often mistaken for genuine
faith. And this being the case, it is
evident thatif a man’s faith is ot the
spurious kind, his consciousness ean
testify to nothing more than the exist-
ence of that spuiious fiith. We must
therefore point out some other witness
or marks of a more determined char-
acter.

2.
God" vou must be conscious that s
and salulwry change has been wrought
upon your minds %y the enlightening,
renewing and sanctifying infinences ot
the Holy Spirit.
¢t For, says an Apostle, the spirit itself
beareth witness with otiv spirit, that we
are the childven of God.” Now whbat is
the witness here signified? Is it some
secret Whisper or suggestion who the
Holy Spirit makes in the ear of the mind,
and ot who we can give no farther ac-~
count than that we feel it and believe it
to be for heaven? Gr is it some sudden
omotion of inward joy wnd complacency
—some suddon feeling of absurangg aze:

If thew you * believe in the Son of

+
orest
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only the grounds on which the visionary
and the enthusinst rest their beliet that
they are united to the saviour, Andthere
is oiten too much reason to suspsct that
in thiem there is nothing more than the
reveries of a heated imagination, who
spring up with every flush of animal spi-
rits, and vanish with every fit of melan-
choly. We are sure that the spirit does
witness with the spirits of believers that
they are the children of God, and fills
them with joy and peace in believing.
But this joy and peace, wherever they
are well-founded, must proceed for a
rational and sober view of our own char-
acter, as corresponding to that we khow
for scripture, the Holy Spirit forms in
all those who are genuine christians.
Since then the Holy Spirit effects a
gracious change on the minds and char-
acters of those who truly believe all who
have experienced this cianye. must be
conscious of it ; and, without any suppos-
ed and inexplicable whispers and sug-
gestions, able to recognise it as a proof
of their saving interest in Christ. As
this however is too generaland indefinite
a manner of describing the natare of this
inward witness, we shall point out some
of the features of that character which the
Holy Ghost torms in believers, and by
which when taken together, those who
poszess them may decide that they are
really and truly united to Christ.

3. Then if you believe in the Son and
possess the believer's chavacter, you will
entertain o strong conviclion of the evil
and abominable nature of ssn and of your
own personal guilt and worthiessness. In
what respects do you ti&nk that sin is an
evil and abominable thing ? If you im-
sgiue that 1t is so only on account of its
evil consequences to yourselves personal-
ly, then you have no right concaption ot
its abominable nature ; for your concep-
tion of its evil arises entirely from your
own selfishress, and is nothing more than
what the blindest and most hardened sin-
ners may, and often do experience. But
if you really really feel and believe that
sin is intrivsically evil in itself, dishen-
ouriug to God against whom it is com-
mitied and degrading to yourselves aa
rational and immortal creatures,—and
that because it is the vialation of the holy
law ot Gnd, and a breach of all the ob-
ligations you:are under to réverence and

levdimnd scrve himwdf such; wamyibe
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your conviction of the evil of sin, and of
your own personal guilt and worthless-
ness, then you may conclude that ycu
have acquired, in part at least, the dis-
positiqn and character of those who *the-
lieve in the Son of God ” But youmust
not stop here if you wish to ohtain a full
and conclusive proof thit you believe in
Chriss.

4. Then if you believe in the Son of
God, and possess the believer's character,
you will also entertasn ¢ sirong corvsction
of your own helplessness, and renounce ail
dependence on your own merséts. There
are many who have strong convictions of
sin, but who, not being fully awakened
to a sense of their own utter helplessness,
waste their time, and weary themsslves,
in fruitless and impotent attempts to
work out a justifying righteousness of.
their own. Those who have been.brought
to this stage, may he said to be not far
trom the kingdom of heaven. But until
ther have been led further than this,—
until they have been made sensikle of
their own utter helplessness and induced
to look for pardon through the merits of
the Saviour alone, they cannot say, with.
auy degree of truth, that they believe in
Christ. Conversion is sometimes sudden
as in the case of Paul, and the eircrims-
tances attending it so remarkable as to
be indelibly impressed upon the 'nind.
But it is often effected gradually, and by
such imperceptible degrees, and to ren-
der 1t impossible to assign the precise
time when a saving change takes place.”
Yet if you can say, this much I know that
whereuas 1 was once insensible to the evil
of sin. and unconcerned about faturity, I
have now become awakened and alive to
both ;—this much I know that whereas I
once thought I might obtain the pardon
of sin through my own merits, I now sge.
that I am utterly lost and undone for
anything I can-do to help myself, and 1
earnestly desire to trust for forgivenesy
and acceptance with God to the merits of
Christ alone. If these be your conviet-
ione and resolutirna, although all con-
victions snd resolations are not couver-
sions, then you-have some reason to con-
clude that yeu reslly ¢« believe in the Son
of God.” But there are yet svme other
marks, by which you may:be enabled to
decide, with greater precision #nd cey-
tainty, whct&er.?our frith aialrzghb and
gemuiess. I R M XA G P

e e



38.

5. Then it you really  believe in the
Son of God,” you will be animated with
& holy hatred ot sin and & humble and
earnest desire to forsake itin all its
shades and forms. All are not equally
depraved in heart, nor equally profligate
and immoral in their lives. Buta pre-
vailing love of sin and forgetfuiness of
God is & universal and unvarying char-
acteristic of the unrewed mind through-
out the world. Have you then been re-
pewad in the spirit of your minds? Has
your nature been changed, and a hatred
of sin and love of holiness implanted in
your hearts? In answer to this question
gerhaps some of you may say,—Oh we

ope so. Wae are nat quite so good as
we should be but we are better than
some of our neighbors. We are honest
and eober and just in our dealings, and
free from the gross and scandalous sins
with which many are chargeable. And
we trast therefore that we are good and
pious people. Now all this is very good.
8o far as it goes. But we must tell you
that the character of your neighbors is
not a good criterion by which to judge
your own. You may be much better
than many of your acquaintances, and
yet bave no interest iu Christ. You may
be much better than many of them and
yet be heirs of everlasting wrath. We
do not ask you whether your character
is better than that of your neighbors:
neither do we ask you whether you are
completely holy and free from sin—** for
in many things we offend all”—if we
say that we have no sin we deceive our-
selves and the truth is not in us.” But
we do ask you if you ave animated with
a holy hatred of sin and a humble and
earnest desire to forsake it in all its
shades and forms? And if this be the
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will strive to act in all things with a single
eye to his glory. Loveto God and Christ
is one of those graces which must always
accompany the exercise of saving faith.
No man can believe in Christ without be-
ing actuated with a principle of love and
gratitude to him. And no man can be-

ieve in Christ without being actnated
with & principle uf luve to God. And no
man can love God without loving his
commsandments, his ordinances and his
people. In short no man can love God
without loving ~verything that God loves
and hsting everything that he hates.
And do you love Christ and entertain &
deep and grateful sense of what he has
done and suffered for you? Do you love
God ard desire to enjoy him above all
things? Do you love his commandments
and delight in obeying them? Do yon
love his ordinances and wait regular
upon shem? Do youlove his people and
do them all the good in your power?
If such be your feelings and practice—
if such be your character, then you may
regard it as a most favourable indication
ot the sincerity of your faith—that you
truely believe in the Son of God.”

Such then is the nature of that inward
witness which every one who ** who be-
lieveth on the Son of God” must have in
himself in a greater or less degree. Now
if you want to prove the sincerity of your
faith see that you exhibit in your char-
acter all those marks that have been de-
seribed. ‘Trust not to any one of themn
by itself, but to all of them taken toget-
her. And it, upon an impartial examin-
ation, you have reason to believe that
you possess each and all of them to some
extent, then you may conclude that you
are savingly interested in Christ and that
if yon persevere in wsll-dolug you shail

cuse with you then you may regard this—be saved. And let such of you as have

as amost favourable indication of the
sincerity ot gour faith,—for faith and
progressing holiness of character must
always go together. And though no
man ecan be completely holy and free
trom sin in this present life, yeot all those
who look for salvation through the blood
of Christ must eagerly desire to purify
themselves “even as God.is pure” per-
fecting holiness in the fear of the Lord.”

6. But finally if yon really * believe
on the Son of God,” you will be animated
with an grdent doue to Christ and the God
and Fatker of our Lord Jesus Ohrisl; and

no good reason to conclude that you be-
lieve in the Saviour, betake yourself to
him without delay, and endeavour to
make your calling and election sure by
cultivating all those graces which enter
into the christian character But let all
s believing on the Son of God” rest not
satisfled with present attainments, but
« forgetting those things which are be-
hind and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, press toward the mark
for the prize of the mgh caliing of God
in Christ Jesus®. * Givingall dillig-
eucs, addl o your fith, vivtus; el o
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virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge,
temperance ; and to temperance, pati-
ence; and to patience, Godliness; and to
godliness, brotherly kinduness; and to
rotherly kindness, charity.” For it
these things be in you and abound, they
mako you that ye shall neithes be bairen
nor unfruitful in the knowledge ot our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

REV. DR. PHIN ON THE HOME
MISSION SCHEME AND DIs-
ESTABLISHMENT.

At the meeting of the Presbytery of
Glasgow on Wednesday, Dr. Phin made
a statement with regard to the Home
Mission Seheme. He said that without
entering into arguments jn favor of the
scheme, he would refer w two or three
questions that had been put to him. It
had been asked of him why the pay-
ments of missionaries were so small, and
missianaries were so few. The answer
wag simple: they had no means. It
had also been asked how grants had
been given to ministers who had appar-
ently larger incomes than many minis-
ters in quoud sacre parishes. The
Home Mission Committee was desirous
to avoid this, and if members would
carefully look over the Home Mission
report to each Assembly, they would
discover that they gradpally dvopped
from their list those congregations which
seemed to be able to give a sufficient al-
lowance to their minister. It had also
been said that they were building too
many churches. He did not believe
that. They did not build churches ; they
only assisted. He denied that the funds
had been rashly and inconsiderately
spent, and that the Mission was in a
state of bankruptcy. Their sources were
exhausted, but they were able to pay
for every grant voted as soon as the con-
ditions were complied with. The rea-
son why the money had been spent was
that in the committee it was agreed
some time ago not to have a sinking

fund, but te spend .the funds they had
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as opportunity required, trusting to the
liberality of the Church for future sup-
port. (Applause.) He did not regret
that shat cour<e had been followed, be-
cause ut that time there was an import-
ant movemeut towards the church by
the people of Scotlend, which was still
going on, and which would go on more
and more. (Applause.) He did not
think there was a time the Home Mis-
sson and Endowment Schemes deserved
to be so liberally supported. (Hear,
hear) It was impossible for one in his
circumstances addredsing the Presbytery
of Glasgow not to remember that in
Scotland lately there was originated a
scheme, which was an attempt te destroy
the Church of Scotland, and which was
characterized, he ventured to say, by the
lack of everything approaching tc prin-
ciple. (Applause.) At that meeting it
was resoived that the oppounents of the
union between Church and State shorld
now confine theirr attentioa to the union
between Church and State as existing
in Scotland, and that they should say
nothing whatever against the union of
Church and State as existing in Eng-
land. He did not know of anything so
unprincipled.  (Hear, hear.) They
told ns that, in order that there might
be grand union of Presbyterianism, the
Church of Scotland should be disestab-
lished. (A voice—"Never.") They
were going to destroy the whole past his-
tery of the Church of Scotland, in the
hope that those who belonged to the
Church of Scotland would immediately
say—*Oh, now that you have done
what we consider a tremendous fault
and a great sin; now that you have
brought to a close the national recognit-
ion of religion in Scotland ;. now that you
have overthrown the work -of Knox and
all the other great men, we will rush
into your arms and form a grand Pres-
byterian junction.” . e was persuaded
that no such union could -possibly be
formed.. (Hea bhear, and applause.)
There was.nes a trug:member, of the
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Church--he said nothing of ministers—
who would not say, “ Join whatever de-
nomination I may, there is one that I
shall not join, and that i8 the denomina-
tion that destroyed my Church.” (Ap-
plause ) After that grand national
Church had been formed in Scotland,
that Church was to set itself to destroy
the Church of England. (A laugh.)
He thought it would take them a pretty
long time before they succeeded in either
destroying the one or the other. (Hear.
hear.) But if they destroyed the Church
of Scotland, it wonld not be long before
they destroyed the Church of England.
What was the object of the union? It
was to enable those who believed that
religious Establishment to be unscriptu-
ral to join with those who did not be-
lieve, or at all events dared not say they
did -believe, in Church Establisbments.
(Hear. hear, and laughter.) No langu-
age was too strong to describe such no-
principled action, and therefore he urged
that the Church of Scotland should re-
sist such attempts to  overthrow the
Church and that they should support the
Home Mission Scheme towards that end.
Every new church they built was testi-
mony of the life of the Church of Scot-
land. (Applause.) They could not
shut their eyes to certain attempts now
before them, but he believed that many
of them were exaggerated. He believ-
ed that the attempt that had been made
to represent the Church of Scotland as
the Church of ome poiitical party would
be proved to be an utter failure. The
Church of Scotland bad amongst her
members many men who were opposed
to the party at present in power, and
who were consistent Liberals. Long
may that continue. (Applause) He
believed that whatever political party
made discstablishenent part of its pro-
gramme, that party would suffer. He
hoped the response towards the Home
Mission would be substawiial, if they
were to go on stronger than ever with
the scheme; sud'that they.might get the
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churches built endowed, for that, he
thought, was the end of the Home His-
sion Scheme. (A pplause.)

The thanks of the Presbytery were
accorded to wr. Phin for his statement,
and it was agreed to hold a special con-
ference with him on local operations
and other matters in Glasgow on the
12 inst. '

FroMm H. & T. RECORD.

Dhsestablishment—DBut the chief event
of the past montb, as affecting the Church,
may be srid to be the collapse of the
agitation for disestablishment. The agi-
tation was begun with more parade than
usual on this occasion :~~lectures in Free
St. George’s Church, meetings in Edin-
burgh and Glasgow, speeches by Lord
Hartington in the same towus, an incur-
sion into the north by Voluntary incen-
diaries. But notwithstanding all this
factitious excitement, the movement sas
come to nothing. Nay, it may be said to
have had good effects, for it has ahown
distinctly the sectarianism of the m ve-
ment, and how little it proceeds from
either of the great parties of political
action which have hitherto led th2 coun-
try. All the more intelligent leaders of
the Liberel party in Scotland have stood
aloof from it np less than the mass of
the Conservative party. Not only so,
but it has served to call forth an earnest
and valuable protest from ons of the wost
able and powerful of the Liberal leaders,
than whom no one through all his career
deserves better of the Church of Scotland.
There is no Scottish nobleman—we do
not know any Scottish layman, of what-
ever rank—who has brought to the study
of Scottish Presbyterianism so much in-
mght and so little prejudice as the Duke
of Argvll. Thoroughly familiar with
the forms and traditions of the national
religion, he has yet always risen above
the narrowness which so many identify
with it. This he showed conspicuously
thiety years ago in his learned ¢ Essay
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en the Ecclesiastical History of Scot-
land;” and this he shows noless in his
article in the ‘ Contemporary Review’
of last month on * Disestablishment.”
The article i3 one deserving the careful
study of all members of the Church. It
goes 80 elaborately into the subject that
it requires some study to appreciate all
its bearings. Especially it exposes, in
the most crushing manner, the fallacies
with which a certain class of newspapers
have been filled, ever since the passing
of the Patronage Abolition Act, as to
the Church baving been made sectarian
by this Act. ‘The law of Patronage,
whatever may have been its good or evil,
in iteelf was never an integral part of
the constitution of the Church. On the
contrary,—(1) It represunted, more or
less, from the beginuning, “an element
alien to its constiwction, and wholly un-
connected with the rights of the laity in
its government and discipline;” (2) Its
restoration in the time of Queen Aunne
wes conceived in a spirit of hostility to
the Revolution Settlement, and to the
popular liberties of which that Settle-
ment was a guarantee; (3) In the form
in which it survived in the Act of 1843,
commmonly called Lord Aberdeen’s Act,
it had become “ unworkable, and, in so
far as it did operate at all, was accom-
panied with provigions which rendered
it powerless fof fgood and fruitful of evils
which were wholly new.”

‘T'he abolition of the Act of Queen
Anne, therefore, not only leaves the con-
stitution of the Church unimpaired, baut
it gives play to all its natural vigour and
the principles of self-government which
it originally embodied. ¢ it threw back
the whole eystem and government of the
Established Church upon its old founda-
tion” . . . “There i3 nothing in
the law of the Established Church to
throw any doubt whatever on the source
of what is called spiritual juriediction.
Thers is nothing to impede any man in
the Church, or who may joia it, from
hadding tbe higheat dostmne sa to that
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source. The Eatablished Church is now
as free as any Church in the world, per-
haps a great deal more free than many
which are purely voluntary, in any kind
of action and of movement which is re-
quisite for the discharge of those func-
tions for which all Chyrches exist.”

As to the nonsense which has been
talked of a rate-paying franchige, the
Duke’s argument is at once trenchant
and conclusive. The Church is a reli-
gious association. It rests ona definite
Christian basis in the confession: “I
believe in one universal and Apostolic
Church.” This does not involve any
narrow or contracted terms of member-
ship; but it plainly implies that the
Church shoyld not have imposed upon
it “terms of membership which are pure-
ly secular.” The ties which bind the
members of a church together are not
to be confounded with those “ which
gather men together in a clrss-room, or
even in the polling-booth.” Nothing
could be more preposterous than the idea
of electing ministers of the Gospel “as
men elect a chief constable or an inspec-
ter of nuizances.”

“ This is the real meaning of the phrass that
the Act of 1874 has rcduceg the Church to the
condition of & wect. There ig one method of
tasting the phrase which I could recommnignd to
rwnvy countrymen. Let the question be pnt,

hat is the distinction between a Church and
asgectt It woald then appear that e Charch s
= 55d57 wiose minister is to bo choseniy aifew
laxgds or peors ; and that a sect means & church
which is so illiberal as to depend upon]the whale
body of the congregation, whith means theiuhole
Presbyterian people v "o, unshackled byany test,
may choose to come to them.”

) As to the animus of the movement
directed against the Church of Scotland
on account of the Act abolishing Patron-
age, the Duke is very explicit :—

“ If Established Churches are in thermsclves
an injastice to those whe have aeparsted from
them, the» every action of Parlisment which
tends to render those Churches more ofiicient
and more popular, is action in a wrong direc-
tion. There may be a littlo difSculty’ sonse-
times in the minds of very scrupulous and very
conssientions men in following ap thid argument
t0 alkits consequences ;- becausesuch 3-loassof



42,

the work, even of an Established Church is,
atter all, work in the i-terests of religion, and
opposition to all measures for promoting this
work rast run disagreeably close to the pblicy
of doing evil that good way come. But there
are none of us wanting in thatkind of ingenuity
which is sufficient to overcome the difficuliy.
. The doctrine that the Act abolishing
Patronage in Scotland was unjust because it
wes passed in the- interest of an Established
Church is a doctiine which, if accepted, will
lead to very important applications. ..
It is but & very few years ago since Parliament,
14 the interests of the Established Chureh ot
England, relaxod the terms of sabscription to
the articles, This was o great boon and relief
to burdened consciences, and thercfore a great
help to &n institution which Liberationists con-
demmn as, in its own naturo, un}just to Dissen-
ters. ¢ Whereas it is expedient,’ says the Act
of 1865, that the subscription and oatbs re.
uired to be made and taken by the clergy of
the Church ol England should be simplified.’
This, no donb, is the doctrine, and .he only
doctrine, which, is truly liberal. But the new
doctrine which is recommeanded to us as such
is the opposite doctrine, which may be express-
ed as follows : ¢ Whoress it i3 unjust to Dissen-
tars that tho sabscription or oaths taken by
clergy of any Established Church should be
simplified.” ~ For myself, I canonly say that I
look upon sach a policy as not only illiberal,
butas un’ust,unckristian, and immoral. .
« Jtis difficult to conceive anv Charch with
grester powers and liberties than these enjoyed
by the Charch of Scotland. 1t is now distinct-
1y morte fres than in the days of Melville or in
the days of Henderson. Andin this result the
seceding Churches haveat least an equal right
to triumph. Itis their testimony, helped by
other causes, which has finally prevailed—not
over theirbrethren in the Established Church,
but over Anglicanism and Secularism, and the
combined influence of both, over too mauy
Scotchmen. It iz the whole Presbytorian peo-
ple who have gained the day. It is for ttem,
and for 25 many of them as choose, to enter in
and taks possession. What divided them is
gone ; what has always united them alont re-
maing, Or if there be any step which can be
taken, or any other measuro which can be
adopted to make this plainer than it now is, I
can only say that no one would be more ready
than myself to lend ita helping hand. 1t would
indeéd be 3 strange and perverse reeson for
disestablishing a Church that it has just been
brought to ceincide aimost, if not aitogether,
wita those who once thought :hemselves com-
%elled to withdraw and stand aside. If the
regbyterian laity of Scotlari are now worthy
of thosa who have gone betore them, they will
in_this maitex refese. to. foilow cither sccalar
isicians or i loader§ who miake it
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the sport of party. They will compel both
sectarianism and faction to stund aside. They
wili not allow the abandonment of that public
and national recogmtion of the principles of
their Charch which ourancestors highly valued,
and which they dearly bought.

INDUCTION AT CAMPBELLTON.

Last Thursday the Presbytery of
Miramichi met in St. Andrew’s Chur‘h,
Campbeliton, and indueted the Rev. J.
C. Herdman to the pasterate of the said
church. The induction service com-
menced at 7 p. m,, in the presence of a
large congregation. The Rev. Mr. Me-
Bain, of the St. John’s Church, Chatham,
condacted Divine Service, and preached
an excellent sermon from St. John I,
12:12. After the sermon, the Modera-
tor, Rev. T. G. Johnstone, narrated the
steps taken to fill the vacancy, and hav-
ing put the prescribed questions to Mr.
Herdman, who answered them satisfac-
torily, offered prayer, and in the name
of the Lord Jesus, the Great Head of
the Church, and by the authority of the
Presbytery, admitted Mr. Herdman into
the charge of St. Andrew’s Church.
The Brethren present gave Mr. Herd-
man the right band of fellowship  The
Rev. A. Russell addressed the newly
inducted minister, and Rev. W. Wilson,
the people on their respective duties, in
suitable terms.

Mr. Herdman accompanied by Mr.
Wilson, having taken their place at the
church door, the congregation gave their
young pastor a hearty welcome as they
retired, Thas ended the deeply solemn
and interesting services of Induction.
Mr Herdman begins his ministry at
Campbeliton under most promising aus-
pices. He has received a most cordial
welcome from a large and rapidly in-
creasing congregation. He himself has
youth on his side, and is possessed of
acceptable ministerial gifts, of which he
has given no mean proof during the
three moaths he acted as Mr Wilsen'’s
assistagt in St. Andrew’s Churcho~Ez.
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SUPPLEMENTING FUND COM.

The managing committee of the Sup-
plementing{Fund of the Maritime Prov-
inces in connection with the Church of
Scotland, met in St. Andrew’s Church,
Pictou, on the 26th Feb. and was con-
stituted by the Convener. There were
present Revd’s. C. Dunn, Convr, A.
W. H::dmsn, Wm. Stewart, J. W.
Fraser, R, McCunn, A.J. McKichan,
D. McKay, and Wm. MecMillan, and
Megsrs. John Fraser, James Keith, Wmn.
McLeod, Roderick McKenzie, John
McDonald, Koy, J. T. McDonald, and
D. Munro.

The Counvener stated that the object
of the meeting was to ascertain the pro-
gress of the Fund, and arrange for the
investment of the money collected.

From the reports of v Jifferent rep-
resentatives it appeared that collections
have already been wmade b/ Stellarton,
Westville and St. Paul’s, E. R. congre-
gations; that, in Pictou, Roger’s Hill,
McLellan's Mountain, Barney's River,
Gairloch and Karitown congregations
the collectors were at work but had not
eompleted their task; and that in New
Glasgow, W. B. E. River, Cape Jobn
and River John, collectors had not been
set to work. Saltsprings, and Wet
Branch:, River oohn, have not been
heard from. )

It was resolved that congregations
that have no pastor be visited and
sssisted in their arrangements for mak-~
ing collections for the tund; and that all
the congregations that have not moved
in the mattter, be urged to make ibe
collection as soon as possible.

It was then agreed to adjaurn until
the collections were magde byeseh of the
CONgTegativus.
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The collections reported amount to
over $500. The depression in trade
and want of remunerative employment
have told sadly on the collections, but
no one should be discomraged, even if
the beginning be small, there is a good
time coming, and we heartily trust that
all the congregations may share in it.
The longest lane bas & turnirg, and the
darkest night of commereial depression,
and hard times will be chesed away by
a morning of prosperity and hope.

THE FOREIGN MISSION SCHEME.

LETTER FROM MR. ROBERZEON.
Having been asked to write on this
which I call * Our Heathen Mission,” I
may commence with the remarsk that on
this, as well as on some other schemes,
we co-operate with the United Body. In
an ofticial published statement it is aver-
red that *‘the Presbytery of the Maritime
Provinces, in connection wtth the Church
of Scotland, continues to co-operate with
the United Church in the Educational,
Foreign Mission and Widow’s and Or-
phar’s schemes.” Such was the expressed
desirg of the Colonial Convoner when
here and interrogated, and such has been
the course that our ministers hitherto
have pursued. Then asto the Foreign
Mission Scheme whose collections were
ordered for the month of February, there
are two things satisfactory to declare,
first that every congregation within the
bounds has contributed during the year
1877, for the conversion of the perishing
Heathen. Some, by cards as well as hy
Church door collection, but all have con-
tributed as the paper produced by clerk
in Presbytery shows. It is the object te
raise an apnual sum of $200 for the
scheme, and it is to be hoped through the
exertions ol ministars and liberality o:
congregutions, thatit willbeeffected. Sec
oundiy, we are hearing from our two mis
sioners Rev'd F. Campbell, who is now
in Mhou, British India, and Rev'd Hugl
Robertson of Erromanga, who went fortl
from our ownt Sabbath School, Colleg’
and Church. The latter, in =2 letts
dated January 284, 1878, Sydney, Ngt
Q
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‘by 'the interest- taken and offers of the
Presbytery, “«4llew me (he gays) to
deyote the maney ¥t shall sund to e
suppor; Jf native teachers principally, in
Zrromangs, if you like, but with the .ib-
erty of trying Some hew field within the
N. ilebridés. ‘T am quite prepared o
work = given district imith. the: money,
ard report‘to von annually as to the true
state of vhe cavse at that djstrict.” And
ther e stytes as to pative agency: , ¢ ¢
Lave »ow 20 Lrromangear, teschers set-
tled 6u thit island, and, th-iigh they ‘are
nct all in’ BVery respect Stitable, vet
many of them have had fair {vaching for
their sp.ecigtl, ork. 1 trelieve o great
chdtigs hifs fakén place i “ifomanga
since we became miissiunaries 6 vears
ago, antlT Believe that charige has, Laler
God, been rmainly HTought ab- wl oy 0y
oWh ‘feaihéi, < fidveral ‘of ‘them ™ave
beent'triinéc By ¥he 1ate dir. Corder and
itidny by wjself, sud-© have settled chem
. WHerdve: 1 could get ah opening, and
visited thiem 2 greal numberof times,
anttthe Pord HES crowned cur Takcors
with' mbi'é'sucodds than 1 ‘could 1ave
kopet for. . dbmot hiold extrennd views
. kBoGt" 'the’ usefillndss’ or useldssness’ of
) mativs dgency, but 'de feet we-nist
hitde such'ar ageiicy, bai vemeraber only
where there s & Vuropean Missic nary to
- supetintend .he whsle work.” ‘vhen ic
exclaims < Sirely ictou will send usa
‘Missiotin} ‘soon, she. hss giver mary
men to'the home fisld,and & féw i« tue
Foréjgn ¥ield, but she caa do far more
for the Jerishing leathen than she is
doing. YouTega: to srospe. asa church
after you oheye.l the command, ¢ go ve
Intb al: the world” &e., and will ye now
‘sbikadc. becavse ulone failare, anu that
‘no fault of ‘yours or yo'r Wissionary?
‘Lam’ tagscribing o ‘translation of .he'
Atts of the Ap stles ! “Trromhngs, to
be nfinte in Sydney before we retan
jo the Tslands ir April. if 7 can man-
ige aiittle time before we ‘eave, .shall
"D, V,) write & shor letter fo* your
R¥cox®, and shall be' hsvpy “c Jo 8O
Jpain whenever ” cin'get an ¢_mor.unity
) forwarding iettbrs from Sricmanga.”
. Tnwhus -sying before® the rzaders ai
Ye "RECORD ke igtest vowprian’eat’on
rota the Mission ‘ 1jeld, - et sm
gnighring o favour, ugen mea e. , IT

o

», . " L7 )
Biga.088 Lre the dh-c¥ ecll o g, miis-
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now the way is cpened un for ou - haying
an {nyestymgit i1 wife Misgion « eld, for
outselves. ~oth-X¥éssrs: “ an. sbell “and
L.obertson have expressed .nemselves
willing to furcher the .bjects of ile
Presbyters t) the utmest exteny n their
rower, and reaters may ja-.ge Oy the
aloye letter taat it .is not in werds but
ir'deed ; wherefore iet 1me ’~vite the dt-
tenticr aad riverality <« the chtrch. 1et
miffistérs state whas they worlc have
dome in detai' acr Jha, the ccurse is
open, ard lor cur memcers su port &
“{eathen Mijssjo. -as every - huich must
thal wants«o Fe recogaized er.. ¢- Jros-
pex, and ’6, "t {00 musa to ask that the
1 adiss of our ccngregations, ¢o. ntry and
town, sho.l! . repare to send bcxes as
of vote iy ine Mission, anc thus give
tangiort “rool o~ .hei: ‘nterest in the
penisking  “eathen for whom “hrist

died? . =
. A V. .
P. 5.—Aay suggestion in veference to
the above will be welcomed.

B DI 2 4 IR B SRS TES ¢4

The qaarterly meetin f .he resby-
terv vzay %eld 1o S.. Andrew’s € areh,
Picte , o Vedresday, 27th k. There
wus - large atteraance 108 ¢..lie mem-
be.s “eiag Jresert.  he  ev. A J.
BicKichan, 1locderaicr, 2ze.jied ' the
¢ air. T

Afier the -eading of .:e minutes, o
letter v7as -ea i from the -.cL {omaitiee,
‘vtinating and enclusing - e sua- grant.
"Fe clerlt Wa. instracted to s:xrcwledge
receipt <t Jie same.

A etter was alsc real frowe v, L.
Hutehistn, lontreal, and 't was agreed
dat 2ir.  ucdisor oe askel o come
and labcice ataong s, -chiefly at salt-
apriugs, for ‘2 fe - weeks, ti

Mr. ' aaea. MeKenzie, Gaeliz-speake
ing student, was aypointed to iabor a1
Harltéw? and'the falls, ‘mmediately on
he close of the (ollege Ses-ion, in
April. : » e

"Mr. MeCunre was appointed o take
churge o Wehi- Branch; River «ohn, ds
bafore.

L ]
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Rev, Mr.;Coull,theing present, stated
that his heulth was now nearly restored,
and thanked the Presbytery for ‘their
kindness in supplying his pylpit. The
Moderator and several memberg of the
Court congratulated Mr. Conll on his re-
covery.

The following appointments weremade
for the current quarter:

VALE AND SUTHEERLAND'S .Rms;x.
Sabhath, 10th March, - Mr. McMillan.
“ 17th - Mr. MacKithan,

FISHER'S QRANT.
Sabbath, 17th March, - - Mz McKay.
“ 20th April, - - - Mr. Stewart.
« 19th May, - - - Mr. McMillan,

FALLS, ‘
Sabbath, 81st March, - - - - Mr. Fraser.

A motion was agreed to requiring all
Congregations to publish a statemept of
the amounts raised by them for, stipend
and other purposes annually.

Commissioners from the congregation
of the Vale and Sutherland’s River laid
on the table a document, the purport of
which was that they were anxious ta give
a call to Mr. A. W. McLeod, a3 sopn as
he shall be licensed. The clerk was in-
structed to write to Mr. McLeod to this
effect.

Next quarterly meeting to be held on
last Wednesday of May.

Closed with the benediction.

R. McConn,
Pres. Clerk.

OUR OWN CHURCH.
g5~ Mr. Galbraith acknowledges with
thanks the receipt of five dollars from *a
triend” in Pictou, for the West Branch
Manse debt tund.

The Colonial Committee with their
usual liberality, responded this year to
the application for aid_to the weak .con-
zregations in the Pictou Preshytery.
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&7 St. Panl's Congregstion, .East
River, intend (D. V.,) gtzgi’mm”a ;gxy
meeting on or gbout the twelfth of ,3)‘u y
next; the proceeds to help liguidate thw
debt lately incurred by them—Particq
lars will be %jven in due time—Friends
have alveady lent a helpiny Rah&, and to
all brethren easy access of e wouid re-
spectfully say on that occasion ¢ Gomé

over and help us.” o

Savtseriyas——We are, heppy to
learn that although the Salfsprings con-
gregation are at present witheut a pag:
tor, they have shown their appreciation
of the occasional services'they received
from the Minister of ‘Gairloch by pre-
senting him lately ‘with somewhat oyer
fifty doljars. ,ﬁﬁpmeﬁﬁ-ﬁi&&?!%)
and congratylate Rev, Mr. McKays - )

We are happy to see by the returns
of the congregations that have made col-
lections for the Supplementifig’ fund.
that the scheme megts xigh,fgy@gﬁ, and
must prove a success. .. Wehhope the
congregations that' have ngt a3 yet, col-
lected for the Fund, will imitate the
good example of the few who have
taken the lead in this noble 4ud, pfaise-
worthy undertaking. . ,

The Rev. Mr. Hpjcheson,: late of
Scotland, is expected fiom. Bostreal,
shortly, to labour as yissicnary in our
vacant congregatione.” He cfm'im{ivery
highly recommended, and we trust. that
some of the vacancies may be so fortu-
nate asto secure him zs gheir. pastor.
The only drawback withhim for: this
field isthat he speakethinot the.sweet
language of the Gael. IR

We hope o have -the. s¢rvices, of Mr.
Duncan McKenzig, atudent-of divinity,
as Catechist within our bounds.during
the summer months. Mr, MoKenzie is
already known-to, and appreciated by
not a few of our congregations., His
services on Pictou. Island last suspmer
were very highly apprecisiedy .. He:
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speaks the Jangusge of Paradise. We
triist® that' Mr. McIntosh ‘also may be
able’'to do some missionary work before
the.summer be past.

. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
Dionies for Record,
Alexander McDongld, Sunny Brae, $1 20
John Grant, Irish Mountain, 12¢
William Grant, tanner, Bridgville, 420
Samuel Fraser, Bridgville, 130
SO .
PRESBYTERY SERVICES.
Pisher’s Grant. $15.00
Vale Colliery & Sutherland’s River 34.62
SUPPLEMENTING FUND.

Collectéd by Gairloch congregation tor
the Supplementing Fund in aid of the
?bnreh of Seotland in the Mafitime Prov-
nees. - -

Rev. D. McKay, Minister $5 00 .

bert G. McLeod 100
ames McKay 35
. Wm. Douglass 50
James Douglass 25
David Douglass 85
George McDonald 100
Wn. Balfour 25
- Robert Balfour 25
- -Hectar Munroe 5G
‘John Balfour 25
Kenneth McKenzie 50
Alex. Mirray 23
‘John McLeod, Esq 50
RBoderick Balfonr 25
DPaniel MeKay 100
David Mwrray 25
Duncan Matheson 100
Neil Matheson 100
eil McK:dy 100
Murdoch McKay 100
: Daniel Ross 100
wJanmes McLecd 150
George McLeod .
Angus McLeod 50
. Wm. Fraser 50
Jokn T. ¥raser 25"
Daaiel Sutherland 50
Jdohn Gordon 50
Hugh Gordon 25
Alex. Mcleod, D'son 50
{ James Murray 50
. Neil McKay 50
“Hugh Sutherland 125
- Alex. McKay - 25

Catherine McKay 50
Henrietta McKa 50
Alex. Mcieod, W'son 50
Robert Munroe 100
Wm. Matheson ‘ 75
Andrew Matheson 100
Kenneth Ross, Esq 100
Kenneth McKenzie 50
Alex. McKenzie 50
Hector Sutherland 50
Samuel Gordon 50
Simon Fraser 50
John Sutheriand 100
Robert Sutherland 25
Hugh Matheson 25
Daniel McDonald 30
Paul R. McDonald 50
Georgo McLeod & Son 10 00
John McKay 4 00
Angus Mcleod 50
Neil McDonald 25
Walter Beaton 50
Hugh McKuy 100
John R. Mc¢Donald 4 00
Daniel McLean 100
Robert McLeod 90
Wm. Sutherland 50
Murdoch Murray 50
Alex. Matheson, Esq 50
Robert McDonald 50
Robert Murray 50
Alexander Murray 25
Wn. Murray 25

William Sutherland, G'son 25

$60.60

SUPPLEMENTING FUND.—Recv'd fron
St. John’s Church, Albion Mines.

Daniel Fraser, B'smth 8 1 00
John Fyuser, Carp. A. M. 1 00
Daniei Keith 2 00

Total $154.25

ST. PAUL'S EAST RIVER.

———

COLLECTION FOR THE SUPPLEMENTING FUND.

Rev. W. McMillan $4 00
Jno. Fraser, Car'g. Maker 1 00
John McDonsald, Roy 1 00
Alex. McDonald, Roy 100
Hugh McDenald 100

John Fraser, Culloden 100
Mrs. dno. Fraser, Culloden 50
Miss Mary Thomrpson 200
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Miss Ellen McDonald
Dan. McDonald
Duncan McPonald

MisstJessie MoDonald '

James Fraser
Willinm McKenzie
Willinm McDonald
James R. Forbes
Angus McDonald
Alexander Urqubart
William Fraser
George McKay
Dan’l. McKenzie
Archibald McKenzie
Angus A. Campbell
Donald Campbell
John Dunbar

William Fraser, Culloden

Alexander McDonald
Alexander McKenzie
Miss Libby McDonald
Donald McDanald
Duncan McDonald

John McDonald {weaver)

Alexander McDonald
James Ross

Willinm Ross Jas. Son

Simion McDonald
Hugh MeDonald
Daniel W. Kennedy
Donald McDonald
John McDonald
John McDonald
Donald Thompson
Widow Thompson
Samuel Fraser
Mrs. Samuel Fraser
John D. Fraser
John T. Campbell
Donald McMillan

Mrs. Donald McMillan

Thomas McMillan
John Fraser (A’s Son)
Alexander McLean
Thomas MclLean
John McDonaid
Donald Meclntosh

Mrs. Donald MeIntosh
Miss Lavinia Mcintosh

Mrs. James Cameron
Miss Jessie Grant
John Grant
Archibald Camerou
Robert Grant
Duncan C. Grant
Donald Urquhart
Alexander McDonald

25
50

.. 100

100
100
2 00
100

50

25
100
2 00
150

1 00

Pk et b pod oy
8
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Williama Campbell 25
Miss Annie Urghbart 25
Alex Frager- - 126
" William Frases, -2
William Cumming %
Duncan Fraser 160
$64.95
YOUNG MEN'S SCHEME.
Collection at ogers Hit . . . . . 98 67
" ¢ Capedohn - - . . . 810
Total #16.77

THE theological battle waxes furious
and hot in Scotland. Mr. MACRAE kesps
up a running fire of speeches, in which
he iz doing his best to gain the unenvia-
ble distinction of being condemned asa
‘¢ heretic ;» Mr. FERGUS FERGUSON seems
emulous of this example, and boldly de-
fies his Presbytery ; and Professor Ros-
ERTSON SyiTH is out with an exhaustive
reply to his accusers, in which he deals
heatvy blows at the orthodoxy of the Free
Church. In the meanwhile the authori-
ties of the two churches principally con-
concerned seein almost paralysed, and
certainly have much the worst of the en-
counter. The spectacle, is notedifying.
From the crucible, however, truth will
issue brighter and stronger.

NEexTto the absorbing question_ of:the
war, the interest of Europg, and indaed,
of the whole world, was centred last
week in the election of a new Pope lor
the Roman Catholic Church. The choice
of the Cardinals fell upon Cardinal Pccr,
who hud been from the first regarded as
the eligible candidate, and whose election
was accompli-ked in a shorter time than
had been previously known. There has
been the manitestation of general joy at.
the result, save with the rabid ultramon-
tane party, who wanted an.gxtreme man.
Fhe new Pope is credited Avith an average
amount of learning, with ‘Mberal tenden-
cies, and with strong administrative
ahbility ; and under his away, it is thought
the dhurch will adapt itself more fully tc
the progressive spirit of the times, anc
will act more in unison with the Italiar-
Government,
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——+IT MAS PEEN ARRANGED THAT——

The Montay Recoro,

OF THE CHURCH OF 8COTLAND,

in Xova Scotix, New Brunswick, and sdjoiniug

Provinces, shall be conticued as last year.

M:aiswers witl be kind enough to see that arran.
gements are mude in ol our congregadons to
have & .

. . Iosubscriber in every family-» ;-

_ according to the fullowing term. .—
! Parcels of 5 Copies to one address, $1.30.
Parcels of 10 Copies to one address, 3.00.
(With an extra copy gratis, as forwerly.
Single copies (through the Post Office,)
Post.paid, - - - - - - - -

0.20.

\
I

A~ Agents wefll plense obaerve that there ia no
gratis copy with parcels of FIVE.

rm . -——

Coratnunmeations ror inzertion, a< well as letters
on business, W be addressed W

i REV. WM. MCMILLAN,
‘ Bridgville, Ezst Biver, Pictno.



