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The Inner Vision.
BY MRS. EMILY J. BUGREE.

“‘Open thou mine eyes, that [ may behold wondrous
things out of thy law."—Psa. 119, 13,

Make clear mine inner vision, Lord,
To see the glories of thy word ;

The clustering jewels, bright and fair,
That lie in hidden richness there.

Put cloud and shadow far away,
And lead me to thy perfect day ;
Let the clear sun shine inward far
Beyond the gleam of moon and star,

Mine outer vision thou hast taught
Tc see the grandeur of thy thought

In this fair world, thy hand hath laid
In mingled scenes of light and shade,

My heart seems worshipful and true
When skies above are bright and blue ;
When round me breathes the balmy air
And fair flowers blossom everywhere,

And so when whirlwinds shake the world,
And fearful thunder-bolts are hurled,
My soul, with sense exultant, springs
Up toward the hidden source of things.

But there are times, when faith grows
dim

And upward swells no triumph hymn,
When all is bare and commonplace
Without the hidden inward grace,

The soul in silence folds her wing,
She cannot soar, and wil] not sing ;
But dumbly through her prison bars
Beholds the ever-mocking stars,

Lone hours of doubt and dire dismay,
When groping blindly for the way ;
Thy love seems shrouded out of sight
In thickest folds of brooding night,

My holden eyes do not behold

The wondrous things thy laws enfold ;
A sealed bonk to sealed eyes

Till open i~ V's glad surprise,

Oh, may the inner light increase

That guides me to the wells of peace,

And shows me depths before unknown,

And pathways leading near the throne,

Till evermore my soul may sing,

Nor fold in doubt her weary wing,

Till she hath gained some certain height
Beyond the shadows of the

night,
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TORONTO, MAY, 1905.

International Sunday School
Convention.

HIS great gathering, whicn will be
held in Toronto June 23rd to 27th,
will be the largest Sunday School

Convention ever assembled. It is not, of
course, a great mass-meeting like the
Epworth ULeague or Endeavor Conven-
tlons, with their gathering thousands,
but a strictly delegated body of sixteen
hundred members from the United
States and Canada. In addition to these,
however, a great multitude of visitors
who are not members, will be cordially

welcomed, but will, of course, have no
power to vote, The following is a list
of some of the many topics which will be
discussed and meetings which will be
held :

The Creed and source of power of

this great organization is “ Loyalty to the
Bible and faith in the teachings of
Jesus Christ.” Its object is to gain
efficiency in Christian service. Some
suggested topics are :

The Discovering and Unifying of the
Relation of the Sunday School to the
Home, to Reforms, to Civic Government,
to the Theological Seminary, to the Pub-
lic Schools, to the University, the Re-
ligious and Secular Press, Home and
Foreign Missions. The Sunday School
will be considered as an educational and
evangelistic force,

Among the minor conferences will be
those of the Sunday School superin-
tendents, secretaries, librarians, teachers,
of various departments, pastors, theo-
logical professors, and the like.

The places of meeting will be the
Metropolitan, Cooke's, St. James school-
house, Bond Street Congregational, Jarvis
Street Baptist, and Massey Hall. The
official sessions will be in the Metro-
politan Church.

Quiet half-hour devotional meetings
will be held daily from 11.45 to 12.15
by Dr. Tomkins, of Holy Trinity Church,
Philadelphia. The renowned Professor
F .H. Jacobs, of New York, assisted by
local talent will have charge of the
music. Among the speakers who have
promised tc be present are Bishope
Viacent, W. F. McDowell, Charles C.
McCabe, Hon. John Wanamaker, Lesley
M. Shaw, Dr. Hillis, W. J. Dawson, and
Carey Bonner (England), Dr. Levi Gil-
bert, Robert E. Speer, Dr. H. M. Hamill,
Dr. J. T. McFarland, Ex-Governor John
L. Betes, Dr. Potts, Bishop Warren, Dr.
A. F. Schaufler, Principal Patrick (Mani-
toba), and many others. Vice-President
Fairbanks, Dr. Davis J. Brewer, Justice
Supreme Court; Dr. Wilbur Chapman
and Cuthbert Hall, New York, and other
distinguished speakers are expected,

Schools and churches should be much in
prayer for the success of this great gather-
ing. Some of us remember to this day
the hallowed influence of the Sunday
School Convention of twenty-four years
ago in this city. Let us ask great things
of God and expect great things of him.
Let the Sunday School idea be lifted up
and magnified in the sight of all the
people, It is significant. of much that
some of the busiest laymen and ministers
of the United States and Canada give so
much time and thought and care to the
preparation and carrying out of this
great programme,

A feature of unique interest will be a
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great Sunday School exhibit of literature,
architecture, art, missions, Bibles, every-
thing connected with Sunday School
work. This will probably be held in
Massey Hall,

Apart from the official delegates, as
many Sunday School workers ag pos-
sibly can should try to be present at the
meetings of this great convention,
Cheap railway rates will be announced
and free entertainment will be provided
for the official delegates ; but the numer-
ous boarding houses and hotels are also
expected to make special rates for
visitors.

The Sunday School and the Mission
Problem,

BY REV. J. C. SPEER, D.D.

[The substance of this address was delivered at the
Mass-meeting of Methodist Sunday Schools, in Massey
Hall, New Year's Day, 1005, At our request, Dr, Speer
has kindly prepared this MSS, of his soul-stirring address,
which we heard with great pleasure and which produced
& profound impression, —Ep, )

HERE is no subject possible to the

I church which is so vital as this,

and since the command of our
Lord to “ go into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature,” has not
been revoked, it is well for us to keep
ever before our minds the importance of
the question. It would not be difficult
to show, by impartial history, that the
decay and downfall of the churches
which have passed away bexan at the
point where they failed to move in the
line of the Lord’s command,

Each department of church work must
have its place and due attention, and
there need be no discrimination between
the many interests which exercise the
forces of Christians, But, while the
church might live withcat many of these
departments, she must halt paralyzed,
and fall confounded, when she fails to
feed the divine flame for the world’s
evangelization, This is self-evident, at
least to all who know the teachings of
the Word, illuminated by the indwelling
of the Spirit.

Then let us remember that it is the
greatest work in the world. Nineteen
hundred years have passed away since

Jesus Christ uttered his command of uni-
versal mission work, and yet we are told
that only one-third of the race has heard
the story of the Saviour,

Some one has figured out what it would
mean to have these ten hundred million
human beings, who have not yet heen
reached by the missionary, pass as a
mighty army on march, and it has been
calcalated that if they were to start at
a given point when the bells rang out
the old, and rang in the new year, and
were to pass that point at the rate of
thirty per second, moving night and day,
thirty every tick of the clock, thati
this march past would not cease till
the snow of winter had given way
to the flowers of spring.  And still
the ceaseless procession would move for-
ward till the summer haq turned to
autumn and the golden harvests were
gathered, and the white pinions of snowy
winter once more floated over the land,
and the bells of Christmas and of New
Year's mingled their merry notes ; still
the steady tramp of these dark-minded
multitudes would be heard. But there
would be, after all these days and weeks
and months, time still needed for seventy-
five millions to go past the watcher who,
had counted that heathen parade,

One can easily fancy some of the
sights one would have to look upon were
he to be the one who had to keep the
tally of these ten hundred million im-
mortal souls. The coiors of the people
would be striking. The ebony African
moves alongside the yellow Mongolian,
The little brown men and women of
Japan are seen by the red Indian of the
American continent, What a diversity
of mentality, and of life conditions, these
would present! Some there would be
with minds reduced to the verge of the
dull -instincts of the animal, while others
would reach the highest point possible
for the soul outside the zone of the light
and power of the gospel of Christ.

Hoary age staggering and falling by the
way ; happy childhood full of laughter,
without a thought of the life that must
be endured under sin’s ever-increasing
burden ; stalwart manhood and woman-
hood fighting for a deliverance they
could not find and would not understand
till some one would enlighten them,

Error, ignorance, and superstition, the
lot of all, and the sufferings of the inno-
cent and weak, aggravated manifold by
every circumstance of life,

The task is the greatest ever under-
taken by the human race, but there is
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no halting allowed on this journey, and
no retreat in this war.

These are the dark features in the
problem, but they are about the only dis-
couraging aspects of the whole question.
It is safe to assert that there never was
a time when the solution of this problem
was so simple as at present. It is at
last true that the world is open to the
missionary of the cross.

We think that the opening of the sealed
doors of Thibet made the way clear for
Christian missions to the end of the
world. We are not here interested in
the question of the motive which actuated
the British contingent to brave the fierce
people of that forlorn and inhospitable
region, but whatever was the thought,
the fact is that the Union Jack floated
over the city of Lhasa and the doors are
opened for ever. This means much, for
to the true Christian instinct it appears
that there is a mighty invincible Spirit
who is leading the willing hosts of God to
a glorious triumph. Then it must be
remembered that it never was so easy to
reach the most remote parts of the world
as it is to-day.

The commercial world has been laid un-
der tribute and every mountain and hill is
being brought low, and the valleys are
being levelled up, and the crooked places
made straight, so that commerce may
swiftly pass along these royal highways.
But shall these material things not be
made to contribute to the spread of the
kingdom of God ? Shall not these
ocean liners, which have conquered the
wildest storms, on the widest seas, be
ours for the work of reaching the “ ris-
ing of the sun,” to blow the trumpet of
truth, and to follow the * going down
thereof,” that we may push the horizon
of Christian civilization farther toward
the end of the world ? i

Another providence which we must
needs remember is the fact that we have
the Bible now in over 370 languages, and
that we are still ready to turn out for
the missionary new translations to meet
his needs when he reaches other peoples
whose tongues have not yet been given
the Seriptures,

Is it not tiue that, while the mission-
arles of the past were the true heroes of
God, they were seriously handicapped by
the fact that the church did not know how
to give to them the best equipment ? The
work has been slow and tedious, but it is
not true, as some who are of a doubtful
mind, would have us believe, that the
speed must remain as it has been. In-

deed, the statistics of missions show that
the movement becomes accelerated by the
square of the distance from the point of
commencement. But the fact is that
those who now go to the work of mis-

‘sions are thoroughly prepared so that

they can do the work in a way which
will most easily secure the confidence of
the heathen people, The work of the
medical missionary is a golden key to
open many doors ever closed to the evan-
gelist.  Then the work by women, and
for women, makes for the solution of one
of the most difficult problems the church
has had to face.

These, and many other favorable condi-
tions are well calculated to encourage
the church to move forward like a mighty
and invincible army,

But is it not true that we have been
somewhat unwise in the methods we
have adopted at home ? Many of those
present can remember the time when the
missionary work of the church was pre-
sented exclusively to the fathers and
mothers, The missionary sermon and
lecture and also the missionary literature
were all for the older people,

It was a vast advance when the work
among the young people was organized,
The Epworth League Forward Movement
was so radical that not a few of our best
people hesitated to give it their sanction.
Indeed, there are those now who are not
in very hearty accord with the work
which is being done. But the rolling
up of even a few thousands of dollars
and the mental hunger for missionary
information puts the question past the
experimental stage and for ever out of
the realm of controversy,

The Student Volunteer movement was
in advance of all the past in college
work, and gave to the question the
academic tone which put it where it
should always have been,

The missionary was not always re-
vered by those of higher educational at-
tainments, but that phase is of the past,
and the most superlative culture is none
too good to-day for the most remote mis-
sion field of any church,

But may we presume to say that all
this is but going the wrong way about
doing a right thing ?

Should not the most important and
difficult task of human history have
been taken at a better vantage-point than
it has been ?

The work of missions is a double-sided
cause. It is “twice blessed, it blesseth
him that giveth and him that receiveth.”
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Should not the church have begun its
work where was to be found the line of
the least resistance, and where the work
done would have yielded the largest and
most lasting results ?

We believe that we should have begun
the work of missions in the Sunday
Schools, as we are now feebly attempting
to do.

Perhaps a few figures, which will be
found approximately correct, will serve
to throw light on thig question,

The total membership of our Sunday
Schools in the Dominion, as reported last
year (1904), was 268,271,  The total giv-
ings of the Sunday Schools were $22,400.
But had these Sunday School children
given the insignificant sum of one cent
each week the total would have been
over $139,000. Take the Toronto schools
of our own church and the case is the
same in its results,

Our report shows 20,000, to give round
figures for easy remembrance. The total
missionary glvings of these 20,000 chil-
dren were only $3,013.66, but had they
contributed one cent per week it would
have given us a total of over $10,000.
There may be schools in the Dominion
where the average could not be brought
up to the one cent per week, while the
other expenses were beiug carried, but
we are in the grip of a conviction that it
would be possible, by faithful effort, to
reach this amount in a very brief space
of time, at least as an average over the
whole connexion,

What would it mean to keep the mis-
sionary work of the church prominently
before the minds of the teachers and the
268,000 children of our Sunday Schools ?
Is it possible to overestimate the result
in the givings of the next generation of
those who shall occupy our pulpits and
bews, and who shall hold official positions
in our churches ?

But, as we intimated just now, there is
a double effect to be looked for from
work of this character,

The children of the Sunday School
should become the ones who shall carry
forward the work of saving the children
of the heathen world,

his phase of mission work may not
have been possible in the years gone by,
but it is not only possible now, but most
inviting. It is well known that the con-
version of the adult is one of the most
forlorn hopes that can be contemplated,
but the child mind yields readily to the
truth and training of Christianity,

Let us then consider what it will mean

to gather the little ones into the fold
and lead them to the Great Shepherd.
Before their minds are warped by the
falsities of heathen teaching let them
have the light of truth and they shal]
become flaming javelins in the heart of
the demon of superstition,

This is no baseless theory, but it is the
well authenticated experience of all such
work so far attempted,

Our own church has done such work in
the Indian Institutes, and so evident is
the good that the Government has con-
tributed to the enterprise,

Never was there a time when such a
forward movement was so opportune as
it is at the present, The carnage which
has gone forward in the battlefields of
Manchuria will leave tens of thousands of
little children without a father’'s arm to
provide for their sustenance, To aid
these orphan children will be to earn the
eternal gratitude of a most chivalrie
nation, and above all it wil] demonstrate
the fact of the altruistic forces of the
religion we ask them to accept,

The crisis in Japan at the close of the
war will be of a momentous character,
and the attitude of the Christian Church
toward their sufferers will, to a large
degree, give direction and moral tone to
the nation’s destiny, Let us say with a
holy enthusiasm, “ A little child shall
lead them.”

Give the Sunday Schools of our Meth-
odism the chance and we are certain they
will respond far beyond anything that
has been, in the history of missions,

Business methods are just as important
in the Sunday School as in any depart-
ment of the church, A Methodist Sunday
School in Chicago has a regular busi-
ness office connected with it, where all
matters of correspondence or informa-
tlon as to the school work can be at-
tended to. A typewriter is always at
hand, seven days in the week, and letters
may be dictated by any of the 1,300
officers, teachers, or pupils.—Sunday
School Times,

Have Them Write It.—Begin as soon
as you get your children from the primary
to have them put into writing their
thougshts on the lesson. The old educa-
ti tught the three R's, reading, writ-

d arithmetic. The new education
Leaclies the three H's, the head, the hand,
and the heart.
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Wise Action,

OR some years past, Sunday School
work in the Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick Conferences has been

directed in each case by a standing com-
mittee, which is alive and active during
the whole year. So well has this plan
worked that the General Conference de-
cided it should be introduced into all the
Conferences.

The Sunday School Committees of the
Annual Conferences have, however, be-
come so accustomed to passing some
resolutions and then disbanding, that it
has taken a little time to induce them to
keep the harness on for the whole year.
One by one they are falling into line in
response to appeals from the General
Sunday School Board.

The Montreal Conference Committee
has issued the following circular o every
superintendent within the bounds of the
Conference. It touches the important
features of Sunday School work so con-
cisely that it is worth publishing, that
workers beyond the Montreal Conference
may see it.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL STANDING COMMITTEE OF
THE MONTREAL CONFERENCE,

Dear Friend,—As one with yourself in
the grand and promising work of the Sun-
day School, we bespeak your earnest and
prayerful attention to the following
recommendations, found in the Sunday
School Report of our Conference :

1. We urge the observance of Decision
Day, to be preceded by careful and
prayerful preparation and supplemented
by continued effort, and the gathering of
the children into classes for special in-
struction and sympathetic oversight.

2. We recommend the attaching of a
Home Department to each school, and
would point out its helpful association
with the Cradle Roll.

3, We hope that no time may be lost in
organizing a Temperance Department in
connection with eve. - school.

4. In order to increase the interest of
our scholars in missions we recommend
that their givings be applied to special
objects approved of by our Missionary
Executive ; that each school should ap-
point a Missionary Secretary and should
set apart a special Sunday once a month,

or, at least, quarterly, on which to take
up contributions for missions.

5. In the matter of a Supplementary
Course of Lessons, we heartily recom-
mend the scheme formulated by the Gen-
eral Sunday School Board of our church.
The leaflets necessary may be secured
from the Book Room.

6. We would bring to your notice the
strong recommendation of our General
Conference that Normal Classes be estab-
lished in connection with all our schools ;
where it is found impracticable to ar-
range for such classes, or for regular
Teachers’ Meetings, we recommend that
the pastor be requested to make the
study of the Sunday School Lesson the
Scripture study at the week-night prayer
service.

7. We desire that the Constitution of
the Sunday School, now published in
leaflet form, be placed in the hands of all
officers and teachers.

Owing to the rapid development of our
country and the consequent opening of
new schools, ecial attention should
surely be giver (o the claims of the Sun-
day School A | and Extension Fund, and
we ask fo reatly increased contribu-
tions.

Let u n closing, express our readi-
ness to ald you in the grand work in
which you are d, by correspond-
ence, or by any other means in our
power,

With you we would join in faith, prayer
and constant effort, that this year may
be one of increasing success and gracious
power that may bring many more of our
scholars into the fold of the Good Shep-
herd. Yours in the Master’s service,

Chas. A. Sykes, B.A., B.D., Chairman,
Smith’s Falls, Ont.

E. Richardson Kelly, Secretary,
Inverness, Que.

January 26th, 1905.

An article in Christian Work says that
in the Non-Conformist Churches, num-
bering 2,010,630, there are 3,389,848 Sun-
day School scholars, a relatively much
larger membership than in this country.
We are apt to think that the Sunday
Schools are more effectively worked in
Canada than in England, that it is there
but an outgrowth of the *ragged
school” intended for the poorer instead
of the well-to-do children ; but these in-
creases do not sustain that view.
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Book Review.

“The Jewish Encyclopedia.” A Descrip-
tive Record of the History, Religion,
Literatrre, and Customs of the Jew-
ish People from the Earliest Times
to the Present Day. Isidore Singer,
Ph.D,, Projecting and Managing Edi-
tor. Vol. VII.  Italy—Leon, New
York and London : Funk & Wagnalls
Company. Toronto ;: William Briggs.
Royal 8vo. Price, cloth, $6.00,

The seventh volume of this remark-
able work fully maintains the high
character of its predecessors, Out
of the 1,778 articles which it contains
On as many topics, possibly the most in-
teresting and valuable are those on
Jerusalem and Jesus. The Jerusalem
article is written by Prof. Richard Gott-
heil, of Columbia University, and is ac-
companied by some good illustrations,
particularly a fine panorama of the city
on a folding sheet, about five feet in
length. There is an ingenious series of
maps of the city in successive periods,
traced in colors on transparent paper.
They are so arranged that by placing any

one over another they can be readily
compared.

Probably of no other city in the world
could so long, so varied, and so interest-

ing a story be told. From the earliest
mention of Jerusalem in the El-Amarna
tablets, about 1500 B.C., to the eleventh
century, when it became the capital of
David and Solomon and the seat of the
temple ; down through the four and a
half centuries of the Hebrew monarchy
to its overthrow by the Babylonians ;
again from the rebuilding of the city by
the returning exiles sixty years later,
through nearly four hundred years of
Persian and Greek rule, to the heroic
days of the Maccabean revolt, and the
restored Jewish kingdom ; two hundred
years of Jewish independence and Roman
rule till Jerusalem heard and rejected
and crucified the Saviour of men ; forty
years more till the destruction of the city
by the Romans after one of the most
bloody and terrible conflicts recorded in
history ; again, from its rebuilding by
Hadrian in 135 A.D. till the fall of the
city into the hands of the Moslems five
hundred years later ; down through the
long centuries of Moslem domination,
broken only by less than one hundred

years of Christian rule under the Cru-
saders in the twelfth century, the story
runs over 3,400 years, a thousand years
longer than the story of Athens or of
Rome,

The article on Jesus, by Joseph Jacobs,
of New York, and Dr, Kohler, President
of the Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati,
is, as might be expected, written entirely
from the Jewish standpoint, The main
historical facts of His life are related,
but the miracles are denied, or are re-
garded, in the cases of healing, as due
to mental excitement, An effort is made
to show that the teaching of Jesus re-
specting repentance, the kingdom of
heaven, and the fatherhood of God is all
drawn from Jewish sources, or at any
rate is not new. Even the character of
Jesus s not perfect in the eyes of these
writers, for they say, “In almost all his
public utterances he was harsh, severe,
and distinctly unjust in hig attitude
oward the ruling and well-to-do classes.”
It is scarcely to be wondered at that
rll’harhsees and scribes helped “to silence

im.”

And yet it is admitted that his char-
acter has had a momentous influence
upon the world’s history and has been
the object of the “ reverential admiration
of the greater part of the civilized world
for a millennium and a half” And
again “the very legends surrounding
his life and his death furnish proofs of
the greatness of his character and of
the depth of the impression which it left
upon the people among whom he moved.”

Dr. Kohler’s treatment of the teaching
of Jesus is more sympathetic than Mr.
Jacobs’ story of his life. The latter is
indeed not what might have been ex-
pected from so eminent and liberal a
scholar.  On the whole we have here
presented the views of thoughtful and
scholarly Jews of the present day on the
theme of most profound interest to all
Christians, and these views cannot be
ignored or treated lightly by those who
would propagate the religion of Jesus,

It 18 better to be defeated than to con-
quer by unfair means. Whether it is in
& parlor game or a matter of statecraft,
dishonorable practices are, in the long
run and in the noblest interests, a losing
business. Character is won where
“ points ” are lost and defeat is an honor
when it comes through being honorable.—
Sunday School Times.
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In the Shadows.

BY “ESSIE GEER.”

I asked the Lord of the harvest
To give me some work to do,

For the grain was ripe for the reaping,
But the laborers were few,

He turned and looked upon me,
On my shoulder a burden laid,
And led me away from the reapers,
To the palm trees’ pleasant shade.

The quivering lip refused to speak,
But the tear-dimmed eye asked why,

When others were gathering golden grain,
Must I stand idly by ?

“You this for me shall keep,”
He said with a loving smile,
“Be patient then, forbear to weep,

'Tis only a little while.”

So I stood in the shadows

And watched the busy throng
Gathering in the harvest

With many a shout and song,

I saw the gleaming sunlight
Fall on the waving grain,

With a feeling of sorrow and sadness
That seemed almost a pain.

For the earnest, willing workers
Were piling up the sheaves,
While round me, in my loneliness,
Lay naught but withered leaves.

( felt so lone and desolate,
And my heart was sore oppressed,
I wanted to work with the reapers,
I did not want to rest.

For the Master was there among them,
With words of love and cheer,

To help the weak and weary,
And I wanted to be near.

I said, I have waited, waited,
Yet the Master cometh not,

I will go and glean some handfuls,
For he surely has me forgot.

But while I waited and murmured,
The burden had heavier grown,
I could not take it with me,
And I dared not lay it down,

So I sat me down In the shadow,
By the waters cool and sweet,

And gave a cup to the toilers
That passed by my retreat.

Soon all my sorrows vanish,
And all my murmurings cease,

As I see around me springing,
The' lilies of love and peace.

In the glorious light of the evening,
I hear his loving * Come,”

And 1 follow on with the reapers,
To bring the harvest home,

And as we lay our gleaning
All down at the Master’s feet,
What seemed almost a burden
Was a sheaf of the finest wheat.

I raise my voice in ecstacy,
The chorus grand to swell,
Hallelujah ! Hallelujah !
He doeth all things well,

—Christian Observer,

Methodist Magazine and Review
for April.

This number has quite an Easter flavor
in its articles, poems, pictures and
stories. In addition to these are copi-
ously illustrated articles on * The Story
of Missions in Japan,” by Maude Petitt;
“In the Forbidden City, Lhasa,” and
“The Story of Bonivard and Chillon.”
“Trails of the North-West,” by Dr.
Ovens ; “ Watchers on the Borders of
Thibet,” “ Japan in War Time,” “ Church
Hymnody,” and *“ Social Betterment "
are also interesting articles. “ Elijah’s
Goblet,” by Israel Zangwill; * Dick
Brimacombe's Wedding,” by Mark Guy
Pearse, and Current Events in cartoon
make up an admirable number, The
beautiful statue of Frances Willard, the
first woman's statue ever placed in Con-
gress Hall, Washington, adorns the cover.

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax : 8. F. Huestis.
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months,

The more the teacher is saturated with
the lesson, the better.  If it has gotten
possession of him first, it may, through
him, take hold of his class. His in-
terest will be contagious.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

LESSONS AND GOLLCEN TEXTS—SECOND QUARTER.

Studies in the Writings of John.

Lesson 1. April 2,—JrsUs T1E Goop Suernern, John
10. 718, Comnit va, 17, 18, (Study John 10, 1-18,
Read Psa, 23; Isa, 40, 10, 11 ; John 10. 1-42.) Goupexy
TexXT: I am the &ood shepherd ; the good shepherd
iveth his life for the sheep.—John 10, 11,

2. April 9, —Tup RAISING OF Lazarvs,
Commit vs, 33-36. (Read John 11, 1.5
Jesus said unto her,
—dJohn 11, 25,

John 11, 82.45,
7) GoubEN Trxt:
1 am the resurrection, and the life,

3. April 16.—Tur SUPPER AT Brriayy,
Commit ve, 2, 3, GoLbex Texr:
she could,—Mark 14, 8,

John 12, 1.11,
She hath done what

4. April 23 —Tyg ENTRY OF JESUS 1x10 JERUSALEM,
John 12, - Commit ve, 12, 13, (Read John 12,
12:50.)  Goupey Trxr: Blessed is he that cometh in

the name of the Lord.—Matt, 21, 9,

Or, EAsTER Lgssoy, Luke 24, 1.12. Commit vs, 6,
7. GOLDEN Texr: He iy risen from the dead. —Matt,
2. 7.

5. April 30,
John 18, 114,
GoLoeN Texr;

—JEsU8 Wasiuise ag DiscirLgs’ Frgr,
Commit vs, 12, 13, (Read John 13, 1.38,)
By love serve one another.-~Gal 5, 18,

6. May 7.—Tue Vixg AND THE BRANCHES. John 15,
112, Comumit vs, 5, 6. (Read chaps. 14, 15.) GoLpex
Texr: Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear
much truit,—John 15, 8,

ORDER OF SERVICES

OPE SERVICE,

L Silence,

11. Responsive Sentences.  (Col, 3. 14, 16. 17))
Supt. If ye then be risen with Christ,
School. Seek those things which are above,

Where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God,

Supt.  Set your affection on things above,
not on things on the earth,

School, For ye are dead, and your life is
hid with Christ’in God,

Supt.  When Christ, who is our life, shall
appear,

School. Then shall ye also appear with him
in glory,

Supt. Let the word of Christ dwell in
You richly in all wisdom;

School. Teaching and admonishing one an-
other in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace
in your hearts to the Lord.

Supt. And whatsoever ye do in word or

deed, do all in the
Lord Jesus,

School. Giving thanks to God and the Father
by him,

name of the

111, Singing.

IV. The Ten Commandments, or the
V. Prayer,
VI. Singing.

Apostles’ Creed,
followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert,

= Miracles (or Signs) and Witnesses,

Lesson 7, May 14, —Jrsus |
John 17, 15-26, Commit vs, 20,
GOLDEN Trxr:

"RAYS FOR His FoLLowers
21, (Read chaps, 16, 17.),
I'pray for them,—John 17. 9.

8. May 21.--Jgsus BEFORE PILATE. John 18, 28.40,
Commit vs, 87, 38, (Read chap, 18) Gowpks Texr:
Every one that is of the tiuth heareth my voice,—John

18, 87

9. May 23, —Tnp CruciFixioy, John 19, 17-80, Ceme
mit vs, 27, (Study John 19, 1-42) Goubex Texr:
Christ died for our sing according to the scriptures, —1
Cor, 15. §

10. June 4,—Tne ResvrrecTioN,
mit va. 19-21. (Read chaps, 2
now is Christ risen from the dead
fruits of them that slept.—1 Cor.

11, June 11.—Tug Messaor OF Tk RisRN CuRist, Rev,
. 10-20, Commit vs, (Read Rev.’ chaps, 1.3,)
EN TEXT: 1 am he that liveth, and was dead; and,
behold, I am alive for evermore,—Rev, 1, 18,

12. June 18, —Tug HEAVENLY Homp, (May be used as
a Temperance Lesson.) Rey, 111 Commit v, 3.5,
(Read Rev, chaps. 21, 22, GoLvex Texr: To him that
overcometh will T grant to sit with me in my throne,—
Rev. 3, 21,

13. June 25.—Revikw,

John 20, 11-23, Com-
GoLpexy Texr: Bug

and become the first-
20,

GOLDEN TeXT: But these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and that believing ¥ye might have life
through his name,—John 20, 81,

—
—SECOND QUARTER
LESSON SERVICE,
I Class Study of the Lesson,
IL Singing Lesson Hymn, .
L Recitation of the Title and Golden Text by the

school in concert,

IV. Review and Application of the
or Superintendent,

V. Additional Lesson, (Special lesson in the Church
Catechism may be here introduced. )

VI Announcements (especially of the church ser-
vice and the Epworth League and week-
evening prayer-meetings),

Lesson by Pastor

CLOSING SERVICE,
L Singing,
IL. Responsive Sentences, (Heb,

13. 20, 21,
Supt.

Now the God of peace, that brought
again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, that great shepherd of the
sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant,

School. Make Yyou perfect in every good work

to do his will, working in you that

which is wellpleasing in his sight,
through Jesus Christ; to whom be
glory forever and ever. Amen.




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

INTERNATIONAL
BIBLE LESSONS

SECOND QUARTER : STUDIES IN THE WRITINGS OF JOHN

LESSON VI. The Vine and the Branches

[May 7

GOLDEN TEXT. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit. John 15, 8.

AUTHORIZED VERSION
[Read John chapters 14, 15]
John 15. 1-12 [ Comamit to memory verses b, 6)

1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the
husbandman.

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit
he taketh away: and every branch that beareth
fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more_fruit.

3 Now ye are clean through the word which
1 have spoken unto you.

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

I am the vine, ye are the branches: He
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye
can do nothing.

6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth
as a branch, and is withered; and men gather
them, and cast them into the fire, and they are
burned.

T If ye abide in me, and my words abide in
vou, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you.

8 Ilerein is my Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I
loved you: continue ye in my love,

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall
abide in my love; even as 1 have kept my
Father's commandments, and abide in his love,

11 These things have I spoken unto you,
that my joy might remain in you, and that your
joy might be full.

12 This is my commandment, That ye love
one another, as I have loved you.

Time.—Thursday, April 6, A. D. 30, late in
the ovening. Place.—Jerusalem.
Homie Readings
M. 'The Vine and the Branches. John 15, 1-12,
Tu. Known by fruits. Matt, 7. 13-20.

Revisep VErsion,*

11 am the true vine, and my Father is the
husbandman. 2 Kvery branch in me that
beareth not fruit, he taketh it away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, he cleanseth it, that
it may bear more fruit. 3 Already ye are clean
because of the word which I have spoken unto
you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it
abide in the vine; so neither can ye, except ye
abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the
branches: Ile that abideth in me, and I in him,
the same beareth much fruit: for apart from
me ye can do nothing. 6 If a man abide not in
me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is with-
ered : and they gather them, and cast them into
the fire, and they are burned. 7 If ye abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever
ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 8 Here-
in is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit:; and so shall ye be my disciples. 9 Even
as the Father hath loved me, I also have loved
vou: abide ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even
as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and
abide in s love. 11 These things have I
spoken unto you, that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be made full. 12 This
is my commandment, that ye love one another,
oven as I have loved you.

W. Abiding by love. 1 John 2. 1-11.
Th. Abiding and asking. 1 John 3. 18-24,
F. Proof of abiding. 1 John 4. 7-16.

8. Fruits of the Spirit. Gal. 5. 22-26,
8. Good fruits. Col. 3, 817,

The Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 296.
Ilove to tell the Story
Of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and his glory

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 221,
“There shall be showers of blessing,”
This is the promise of love ;
There shall be seasons ref: )

New Canadian Hymnal No. 168.
There is work to do for Jesus,

Yes,

glorious work to do,

a
For a harvest fully ripened

*The Revised Version, copyrighted 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons.
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Of what longer discourse of Jesus is our Les-
son Text a part? Under what circumstances
was the discourse delivered? Who were pres-
ent? What beautiful relation of the saved sin-
ner to the Saviour is here shown? What care
does God exercise over the vine and branches ?
Is pruning punishment? Who are the fruit-
bearers of the world? Whence comes tiie life
and vigor by which they bear fruit? What is
the means that God has provided for this prun-
ing or purging of the branches? Who are the
branches of the true Vine? What are some of
the fruits which these branches are to bear?
Gal. 5. 22, 23. On what condition only can
such fruit be borne? 1Is it enough for the

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER
Questions for Senior Scholars

branches to abide in the vine? What kind of
fruit-hearing will there be when this relation is
perfect.  Verse 5. What danger does Christ
warn them may come to them? Why should
Christ’s disciples desire to bear fruit? Verse 8,
What is the condition by which we may be sure
of abiding in Christ? What are some of the
results to the true disciple of abiding in
Christ?  Verse 7. What is the measure
of our Saviour's love for us? How may
we show our love for him? What will be
the result on us of loving faithfulness?

11.  What command has he given us? What
test of his love have we? Verse 13. What
does he call us? Verses 14, 15,

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. The True Vine (v. 1-8).—By what figure
did Jesus teach that he and his followers should
always be one? Who would take care of the
frait-bearing branches? What must be done
with the worthless branches? Do the branches
which produce fruit need any care? How are
they made to bring forth more fruit? Why
does Jesus want his people to abide in him?
What can the disciple do without his Master?

Who is glorified by the true disciple? How may
we glorify God?

2. Continuing in His Love (v. 9-12) . —How
much love has Jesus for his followers? How is
the disciple to continue in the § iour's love?
What object had Jesus in teaching this great
lesson?  What joy does he give to those who do
his commandments? What is his command-
ment to all who follow after him?

Questions for Younger Scholars

Have you heard your teacher tell nature sto-
ries? Have you heard them in the fields or in
the garden? What kind of nature stories did
Jesus tell? What are they often called? Is the
vine and the branches a story? What is it?
A parable of nature. What did Jesus call him-
self? What did he call his disciples? Why did

he tell them this parable? Can the branch live
if cut from the vine? Why not? Can a branch
bear fruit by itself? Where must it stay?
What does the gardener do with a barren
branch?  What will he do if at last it does not
bear fruit? What kind of fruit should a Chris-
tian bear?

Library References

Twe VINE AND THE BRANCHES, their train-
ing and care.—~MecClintock and Strong Cyclo-
pwedia (articles Vine, Grapes). Iastings, Bi-
ble Dictionary. Dods, John, vol. ii, pp. 173-
190.  Tristram, Eastern Customs in Bible
Lands, pp. 136-142. Mackie, Bible Manners
and Customs, pp. 4347. Macphie, Homeland
of the Bible, pp. 142-150. Van Lenep, Bible
Lands, pp. 110-117.

ABIDING IN CHRIST.—Murray, Abide in
Christ. Hofmeyer, The Blessed Life. Steele,
Love Enthroned. Stalker, Imago Christi. Fos-
ter, Christian Purity.

ERMONS ON THE LESsoN

Verse 1.—The Treasury, vol. i, p. 408; vol
iv, p. T50: vol. viii, p. 365. Verse 4.—Goul-
burn, Thoughts on Personal Religion, p. 24,
Verse 5.—Beecher, H. W., Sermons, vol, v, p.
203. Macmillan, H., Bible Teaching of Nature,
p. 174, Verse 7.—Burrell, D, J., Christ’s
Crown, p. 276. Verse 8—The Treasury, vol.
iil, p. ¢ Hawes, J., Sermons, p. 152. Verse
9.—The Scottish Pulpit, vol. i, p. 109. Verse
10.—Beecher, H. W., Sermons, vol. ii, p. 21.
Thompson, Christian Manliness, p. 243. Verse
11.—Bushnell, H., The New Life, p. 225.

The Lesson Statement

I. The Branches (verses 1-8).
The branches represent the disciples of our
Lord, including ourselves. Note the “ye” of

verses 3, 4, 5, 7, and 8., The branch exists for
the purpose of bearing fruit (verses 2, 8) ; fruit
can be borne only as a result of vital connection

e —————————
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with the vine (verses 4, 5). If ever the
branches are *“purged” (pruned) by the Hus-
bandman it is that they may bear more fruit
(verses 1, 2). Sometimes God accomplishes
the pruning of souls by trials, strains, and sor-
rows; but (verse 3) the “word” that the Lord
Jesus has spoken to us, if heeded, will make us
“clean” (pruned) and fruitful. Sad to say,
some branches fail to bear fruit; abiding not
in the Vine they wither (verse 6); and these
the Husbandman has to take away (verse 21),
for the removal of dead branches is necessary
for the full life of the living ones. Our Lord
solenly reminds us of what is done with with-
ered branches in the vineyards, They are gath-
ered and burned (verse 6). What, then, about
a withered soul?

II. The Fruit (verses 1-8),

Fruit is the sap of the fruit tree pressed out
into_beautiful form and touched into color by
sunshine and air. Turning from physical to
spiritual facts, Paul gives us a very clear defi-
nition of the fruitu{.'e the Husbandman expects
from us (Gal. 5. 22) : “The fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, , long-suffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.” It in-
cludes the gracious words and noble deeds
wrought in us by these virtues, and the effect
of all these on other lives.

=

pes

[May 7

1. The Vine (verses 1-8).

The vine was a national emblem. Jesus is
the true Vine contrasted with other vines that
had done duty as types and prophecies, What
is his relation to the branches may be shown
in the five uses of the pronoun I and the eleven
uses of the pronouns me and my in the first
eight verses of this allegory. Careful study of
these will edify.

IV. The Husbandman (verses 1-8).

The Husbandman is “my Father,” For him
the vine was planted and fostered ; by him the
branches sre pruned; for his glory the fruit is
produced,

V. Our Lord’s Comments on His Allegory
(verses 9-12),

A comparison of Paul's words, quoted above,
with our Lord’s words in these four verses will
show that the essence of the fruits of the Spirit
is love. The words love and loved occur six
times, and the word joy twice. We are twice
reminded of our Saviour’s commandments to us,
and five times are the changes rung on continu-
ance: “Aeep my commandments,” *“Abide in
my love,” “Continue in my love.”” What is the
gist of our Lord’s commandments? * That i-e
love one another as 1 have loved you.” The
sap of the vine which informs and gives life to
the branches is therefore Love. Matt, 22, 37-40,

The Lesson Word Studies

Nore.—These Word Studies are based on the text of the Revised Version.,

THE LEssoN SETTING.—The washing of the disciples' feet (see last lesson) was followed by a declaration
on the part of Jesus that one of the disciples would betray him, The traitor, Judas, after being pointed out
left the company (Mark 14. 18-21), whereupon Jesus proceeded with the institution of what has since been
called the holy eucharist, or our Lord’s Supper (Mark 14. 22-26). Then came Peter’'s avowal of loyalty and
the Master’s warning to Peter (Matt. 26. 81-85), and his exhortation to the disciples to no longer go forth
‘ without purse and wallet,” but rather to gird themselves for a more strenuous warfare (Luke 22, 85-38).
This conversation with Peter and the others developed into a longer farewell discourse delivered by Jesus,
This discourse was begun in the upper chamber “after supper,” and was continued en route to the
secluded retreat of Gethsemane, on the side of Olivet (John 13, 81; 14. 81; Mark 14, 26). It includes all
that is recorded in John 14, 15, and 16, and was followed by the intercessory prayer of Jesus (John 17),
Our lesson to-day treats a portion of this very important and memorable discourse of Jesus,

Verse 1. I am (dyd elp)—The formula for
absolute, timeless existence. Tlis sense of eter-
nal divine existence is clearly brought out in
several passages in John, Thus in 8. 58 Jesus
cays, “Before Abraham was (yewdoBar, came into
existence) 1 am (dyd elp).” The phrase car-
ries a hint of the essential nature of Jesus,
Whatever ke is, that he is essentially and un-
changeably. This sense of the verb is not lost
even in figurative language, but points in such
cases to the profound and abiding truth ex-
pressed by the figure of speech employed.

are the branches, the figure of speech having no
application apart from the parable as a whole,

Husbandman  (yewpyés)—From y@), the
earth, and &pyw, to work. Ience, the one who
tills the soil, including, however, the sense of
ownership.

2. Branch  (kAfjpa)—A\
twig; specially, a vine-sprout.

Taketh it away—Cuts it off, as an ex-
perienced dresser of the vine would. The fruit-
less branch must not be permitted to draw
sustenance from the vine for selfish purposes.

tender, flexible

The True Vine—True as pposed to
“spurious,” and hence answering to the perfect
ideal of what a vine should be. But Jesus is
the vine only in relation to his disciples, who

C1 th—In vine-growing countries the
fruit-bearing branches of every vine are care-
fully watched and guarded, especially against
the ravages of intruding insects. Sometimes it
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is necessary to spray and otherwise thoroughly
cleanse each branch to insure an abundant har-
vest.

3. Already ye—who bave given promise of
fruitage—are clean.

Because of the word (8id Tov Aéyov)—By
reason of the word, that is, because the word
has cleansing power.

Which I have spokem unto you—Not
any one word or discourse of Jesus is to be
thought of, but rather his entire revelation of
himself to his disciples,

4. Except it abide in the vine—Except
it remain in vital living contact with the vine--
itself a living part of that vine, »

5. Apart from me—If the vital interrela-
tion between the vine proper and the separate
branches be disturbed and roln;n the latter can,
of course, produce no fruit, being severed from
the source of its life and power,

6. Cast forth—.After having been cut off
by the husbandman, e L

ey gather them—it is customary to
gather such branches and cast them into the
fire, and they are burned. N

7. My words abide in you—Indicating
the way in which Christ himself abides in his
disciples, that is, by means of the indwelling
of his words and his truth in them. His word
has not only cleansing power (verse 3), but
life-sustaining power as well,

Ask—The imperative mood. Hence, an ex-
hortation or command.
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Whatsoever ye will—Since your will,
fashioned by my word of truth indwelling in
you, must needs be in harmony with my will
and that of the Father.

8. Glorified—Exalted, honored.

Fruit—The fruits borne by the disciple of
Christ are the Clristian virtues and graces,
“the fruits of the Spirit” (comp. Gal, 5, 22);
and also the influences for good exerted upon
his fellow men.

Disciples—Learners or pupils.

9. As the Father hath loved—That is,
from eternity, with a constant, infinite affection,
. Abide ye—lmplyilgg, here as in the preced-
ing verses, the possibility of choosing a contrary
course of action,

0. My commandments—A\ll {
taught you is essentinl and ne
to enter the kingdom of heave mpare
Matt, 5. 22, 28, 34, 89 for some specific com-
mandments of Jesus,

Kept. my Father's commandments—
Doing his will perfectly,

b These things—Concerning our inti-
"."'l'" relation to each other as Master and dis-
ciples,

.My joy—The joy that I have and which I
give.

12. That ye love one another—For since
lm':j \\'ol'kvlh.no evil to one's neighbor—is un-
selfish—love is indeed the fulfilling of the law,
and at once the greatest commandment and the
sum total of all commandments,

The Lesson Exposition

NATURAL THINGS AS SPIRITUAL SYMBOLS

It is characteristic of the whole order of na-
ture that its parts lend themselves with marvel-
ous fitness to illustrate the things which belong
to the moral, the spiritual world. Lower things
are forever testifying of higher things. Lowell
“A plain weed is only a flower in dis-
and the flower, touched by the thought
us, as when he pointed to the lilies of the
field, links human life with that tender and un-
forgetting providence of God which cares for
every creature. If we only have the eyes for
it as we walk down any of nature's ways we
shall see mystic hands pointing us on to things
that are invisible. Nature in the sight of Jesus
was always breaking into spiritual meanings. He
did not read spiritual meanings into things, the
meanings were in them, and he simply saw
them and revealed them. The symbol of the
vine in the present lesson is one of the finest
examples of Christ’s use of a natural object for
spiritus] illustration. It is called an allegory,
In fact it is The Poem of the Vine, translated
by him who knew the language and the heart of
nature,

EXTERNAL AND VITAL RELATIONS

Jesus represented himself as sustaining two
kinds of relations to his followers, the external
and the vital. For instance, the recent lesson
on the Good Shepherd represented an external
relation, As shepherd he protects and provides
and lea So, also, when he declares himself
to be the Door, and similarly, though not so
strictly, when he announces himself to be the
true Light. None of these are vitaj relations.
But when he speaks of himself as the Bread,
and the Life, and the Vine, he implies deep vital
relations with the souls of believers. And
these represent his most important relations.
Iis great mission is to give men abundant life.
But he is the source of life, and we can only
receive life by union with him. And we cannot
have the advantage of external relations with
him unless we enter first into the vital rela-
tions. His sheep, who enter the sheepfold
through him as the door and who enjoy his
shepherding, must first of all be his own and
know his voice, and that implies an inner life-
relation with him; and he can only be the light
to those who have in them his life,
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THE PERFECTION OF LIFE IN ITS RELATIONS

We should grasp the general truth of this
lesson, namely, that the perfection of life re-
quires that it be in right relations, A vine-
branch, however delicately fashioned and beau-
tiful it may be, is really meaningless and
worthless if disconnected with the vine. An
amputated arm, however perfectly molded, is
repulsive, beeause out of its relations, A door
or a window has meaning only in connection
with a house. Nothing is perfect in itself, but
only in its proper settings with the whole of
things. It is here that many people make the
fundamental mistake concerning themselves.
They fancy that their lives can be taken out
or kept out of the relations God intended them
to hold with himself and with their fellow men
and still have value and perfection. As well
talk of the eye removed from its socket or the
hand severed from the arm and still having
value and perfection, as of a life taken out of
its intended and essential relations, Things
out of their places are worthless because they
can serve no good purpose except in their proper
places,

Tue Purrose oF LirFe

Fruit-bearing is the purpose of the branch,
It may be graceful and ornamental, but that is
secondary. Its business, its end, is fruit-bearing.
And Jesus tells us that is the purpose of human
life. God intends the human soul to produce
spiritual fruits, that is, spiritual values. He
connects the soul with his own life in order that
it may bear fruit. And fruit is the contribu-
tion which the vine makes to others. The vine
does not consume its own fruit. Its fruit is
the overplus of its vitality, its generous contri-
buticn to the needs, the values, and the happi-
ness of the world. If the unconscious proc-
esses and workings of the vine and its branches
could become conscious, they would be saying
through all the season, “Let us work unceas-
ingly and with the utmost care that in autumn
we may present the greatest amount and the
sweetest possible quality of fruit to gladden the
hearts of men.” And that is the message of
the vine to us. When we shrink our thought
down to the desire simply to produce fruit for
self-consumption we have missed the thought of
God concerning us entirely. It is a crude and
inelegant illustration to use, but the meanness
of a selfish life merits inelegant llluntruﬂon,
and so T may be pardoned for m“ ng that a
man_who seeks to bear fruit. for himself and
not for others is like a cow that “short-circuits”
her milk supply, and becomes the direct con-
sumer of all she produces.

DouBLE DEPENDENCE
Jesus diatin('tlfy told his dinclples that they
could not bear fruit except they should abide
in him. The vine fills the branch with life
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and sends up into it all the elements necessary
for fruit making. So the vital spiritual forces
which alone ean produce the fruits of the Spirit
in our lives must come from Christ. We are
dependent upon him, But may we not look at
the figure from the other point of view, and say
that Christ depends upon us for producing
fruit? The vine does not bear fruit directly
of itself, but through the branches, If the
branches refuse to yield themselves to fruit
bearing, then the vine is defeated in its pur-
pose.  So God in this world must work through
men and women, is dependent upon them in
carrying out his purposes and desires, and if
they refuse to coiiperate with him they may de-
feat his plans. The life of God is secking to
come to realization and fruition in the life of
every human being, just as the life of the vine
is trying to come to fruitage in the branches.
But we may deliberately stop the currents of
the divine life in us and so prevent God from
expressing himself in us, This should enable
us to see what Jesus meant when he said, “Here-
in is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit.” God is always glorified when he is re-
vealed; and in bearing spiritual fruit we are
simply permitting God to express himself
through us.

LEARNING BY BEARING FRrUIT

A thought is implied in verse 8 of the lesson
that is likely to be overlooked. Jesus said,
“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”” Now,
the word “‘disciple” means pupil or learner. It
amounts, therefore, to saying, “In bearing much
fruit you shall make progress in spiritual
knowledge.,” 1 just said above that in the spir-
itual fruits of our lives God expresses or re-
veals himself. It is a revelation to others, but
it is also a revelation to us. When the life of
God comes out in the character and conduct of
a man he knows God as he could not otherwise
know him. When we take a truth from Christ’s
teachings, plnnl it m our hearts and bring it to
the ripened grain of a developed virtue and good
deeds, we understand that truth as we could not
by any study of it however prolonged and ear-
nest. We know what is in a_vine when we see
the ripened froit on the branches; and we know
Christ most fully when we see his nature mani-
fested in our own lives. Which brings us
again to see the |mpnrtnncf‘ of the principle of
our “School of Practice,” which insists that we
cannot perfectly know except by doing.

WHAT 18 IT T0 ABIDE IN CHRIST?

In the deepest nature of the relation it is im-
ossible for us to explain what it is to abide in
hrist. But Jesus helps us to understand it up

to the limit of our capacity. For one thing he
tells us that he abides in us by his words (verse
7). By his words his followers are made clean
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(verse 3) They are his commandments re-
ferred to in verse 10, 8o a little while before
(chap. 14, 23) he had spoken of the keeping of
his words as a condition of abiding, Christ's
words only “abide” in those who obey them., In
his great discourse on the Bread of Life Jesus
said, “The words that I speak unto you, they
are spirit, and they are life” (chap. 6. 63),
These words received into the heart and obeyed
plant the iife of Christ in the soul, Then, too,

we abide in Christ by abiding in his love (verses
9, 10).  And again we do that by keeping his
commandments.  And so we see that portion of
Christ’s discourse which at first seems mystical
is in fact intensely practical, insisting perpetu-
ally upon action, upon doing, upon obedience,
Having reccived and obeyed Christ's words, we
may not understand how he comes to us and
takes up his abode with us, but we may know
that he doeg,

THE LESSON PRAYER

We thank thee, beloved Teacher, that hereafter every vine or tree
that beareth fruit will speak to us of the union of our lives with thine.
Thou hast life in thyself, and abiding in thee our lives are made full,
We do not understand how thou dost quicken our spirits with thine
own life, even as we do not understand the mystery of the life of vine
and branch; but thou hast shown us that, by the plain way of obedience
we may so relate ourselves to thee that thy life may be imparted to us,
Forbid that through fruitlessness we should ever fall away from thee
and become withered in soul; but cleanse us through thy Word, that
we may bring forth more fruit, that thy Father and our Father may be
glorified. Amen.

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

without the foundation. No power can pass

This parable of the vine is a study of sources
and resources,

God's materials differ more widely than his
methods.

If we knew more about the spirit of nature
we should better understand the nature of
spirit,

The God of nature and the God of human
nature is one and the same, 2

The relation of the material to the spiritual
must be reckoned with, ot

All real resources are rooted in God.

God is the “Well head” of the world, the one
unfailing fountain. o

All vitality is evanescent which daes not flow
from him.

All life is revelatory of the living God. All
power is the propulsion of his personal power,
All material manifestations get their meaning
from his mind,

If we are wrong with reference to primaries
we need not expect success with reference to sec-

through the wire till it connects with the dy-
namo.

The great truth that Christ is coming at in
this parable of the vine is that all vitality, save
God’s, is secondary,

As a wheel must be built around a controlling
center, so character must be built about Christ,

111

Look again at this vine parable: The branch
gets its life from the vine, The branch gets its
nourishment from the vine, The branch gets
its nature from the vine, The branch gets its
strength from the vine, The branch gets its
fruit from the vine, The branch gets its beauty
from the vine. The branch gets its character-
istics irom the character of the vine.

The vine may live without the branch, but
never the branch without the vine,

v

When a Christian’s interest in the church
wanes he is beginning to wither away,

im- ondaries, That is what Christ means when he An_unchristian_church member burdens the
o in says, “Seck first the kingdom of God.” We church as the dead branch burdens the vine,

up can never expect rrimnrv of life if we are As the pruning process is necessary to the
r he always seeking the last things first, frul(!esnnenn of the vineyard, would not the
orse The seed must be cast before the harvest can  prunin; process «increase the power of the

lean

be cut. The superstructure is a superfluity

church
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Weo are not o much in need of an incrense
of climreh members as we are of Christinn mea
hers

We nead more practical proofs of the differ
enve between sinners nd snints

\

The “froits of the Spirit™ are as distinel ns
the fendis of the soil

Every trae hraneh will bear the feait of fore,
Bvery trae beanch will bear the frait of jow.
Fvery trae bhranch will hear the fralt ot peace,
Bvery true heaneh will hear the fradt of patience,
e branch will bear (e fenit of kind

AN

How way the Christian branch abide in the
Chvist vine? The  Cheistinn may  abide in
Chivist by deliveing him, The Christian may
abide in Chvist by foring hime The Chivistian
may abide in Christ by obewping him: The Chris
tian may abide in Cheist by sereing him. The
Christian may abide in Chvist by prayger. The
Christian may abide in Cheist by studping hix
word

Christ will Tive in him who loves the will of
Christ
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Cortnin offects follow  the abiding of the
Beateh i the vine: The braneh that abides in
the vine will be fraitful. Phe branch  that
abides in the vine will hnve, ns n consegquence,
staping strength,

The braneh that abides i the vine will have
vital vesponse from the vine. The brnneh that
abides i the vine will be of the same guality
wse the other branches,

Vil

The Joy of Christ bs manifold, The joy of
Christ fs the Joy of Hfe. The Joy of Christ is
the Joy of fore. Phe joy of Christ da the joy
of Tabor, The joy of Cheist s the joy of com
manion. The joy of Cheist ds the joy of confi
donee. The of  Chrigt e the  joy  of
cooperation,  The joy of Christ is the joy of
conguest, The Joy of Christ s heaven in the
heart

The Joy of the world is temporary,  The joy
of the world is superfivial, The joy of the
worll is fickles The Joy of the world is de
tusire. The joy of the world does not satisfy
the sonl, The Joy of the world often costs a
world of jop,

The Lesson Heart Talk

The trath tanght in this beantiful figure of
the vine is deeper than human thought, yet so
simple that the heart of a child may receive it
How do we live in Christ ax the branch lives
in the vine? Like all spivitual trath, it is a
matter not of reason, but of faith and experi
ence. 1t s a far more universal teath than we
may have thought ; possibly we have applied it
only to the few disciples to whom Josus was
speaking, and to their snecessors whom we eall
Chrvistians,.  They, we say, live in Christ, but
the rest of the world has a life of its own
apart fra him.  This is the fatal ervor in the
world's thinking,

Beliovers in Jesus acknowlede him as the
sonrce of life, and know that there is no life
apart from him, bat the faet macknow ledged
and unrentized is equally true of those who do
not believe in him. “All things were made
by him: and without him was not anything
made that was made. In him was life: and
the life was the light of men. That was the
true Light, that lighteth every man that cometh
into the world.™ “He that hath the Ron of
God hath life, and he that hath not the Son of
God hath not life.”  There is no exeeption: no
qualifving word, Outside of Christ sin reigns
unto death: in him grace reigns through right-
~onsness unto eternal life. 1s there, then, noth-
ing good apart from Jesus?  Have not men and
women benefited the world hy their intellect,
inventions, and excellence of character who

have never professed any personnl connection
with Christ or his teachings?  Yes, there have
been such ;s but whatever in their Tives has lived
and will Tive on through the ages has had s
sonree i Hime who is the "Trath and the Life,
though they may not have known or acknowl
edged it Kverything else has withered like the
geass s only the Word of the Lord endures,
nothing else s worth while.  Riches, honor,
labor, love, vield immortal froit only as t(hey
grow out of the true vine, the universal Life
Giver,

But this figure of the vine and the branches
has a more personal and precious meaning. 1t
teaches us how very close is the ation he
tween Jdesus and those who belie and obey
him. They ave veally a part of himself, as the
I\!-:m-‘h is n part of the we abide in
him-—Jove, believe, and obey—fruit  bearing
comes naturally as from a branch growing out
of a living vine.  "Thix is the only thing we necd
to know: Are we fully united to him? A little
break, a lapse of faith, a slight disobedience, a
bit of self allowed, a spirit unlike his cherished,
may make it possible for the winds to tear us
away a: a loosened branch, so that even the
frait we have horne becomes bitter, The fruit
il surely tell the trath about us. Jesus said,
“Without me ve can do nothing.” With him
our possibilities for fruit bearing are wonder-
ful.  Althongh he does not say it here, he does
elsewhere clearly teach us that while he is
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necessary to us for e wo nre necosenry to him
for fealt bearing,  He bs not now on oneth fo
preach bis own gospel,  He nosds ony Tips nnel
o lives to do that for him, e doss not o
I vikible prosence to the wick, the poor, the
sorrowing ;b sends you and we 1o do his work,
The worlil wees the frait of (he Hpirit love,
Jox, penve, gentlenoas, goodness, ok, fnith,
selfcontrolbn e nae we abide in him, We
oy Fully teast the Hlashnndmnn to cnre for his
fralt-benring  beanchos, e will prune  and
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tralte and eut awny lonvis and elustors until we
think nothing bu loft; bt only that there mny
be vieher, bettor fralt

“No [rower indeed haye |
The frait of myself 1o honr,
Bt cinee I nm pinet of the living vine,
Tts feaitfulness | shinve

I fene not the days 1o come,

I dwell not wpon the pmst,

As moment by moment ’diuw n life
Which for evermore shnll lnst,"

The Lesson in Literature and Art

L Verses 1 and 2, Howover God mny on
dure bnvronness out of the chureh, in o want of
means, yet he will never endure it unider menns
LB hottor for a beamble to be in (e wilidernoss
than inan orchned ; for n weed (o e abirond
thin i ginrden, where 1 ds sure to e woedid
I n
Wil be unprofitable 1ot him bo unprofitnble ont
of the chureh. BBt to be wo where he hna (he
dew of geace falling on him, in the means of
salvation, where nre all God's swoet favors; to
beon bramble i the orchaned, 1o be o weed in the
garden, to b nolsome inoa place whers we
should he feaitful - will God, the great hus
bandwnn endure this?  Whatsoever s not for
frodt du for the fire. Gibbes,

2. Young Christinng often ket disconrnged
and think (hey boar no fealt, and shall he et
oft, "They sny that Chreist promised his dinciplon
that he would dwell in them, nnd thnt they shall
benr much fendt, Chreist did ot menn that
frait should come at onge, all ripened,  Ite
member to whom he spoke—men who were for
years after this getting it through their honds
that he was to die for them, 1t was twenty-five
vears hefore the fralt grew upon them that we
find clustering in the epistlos; and then only
two or three of them had anything to do out of
their own time. ~Beceher,

3. Verse 4,

Abide in me. There have been moments blest

When 1 have heard thy voice and folt thy
power:

Then evil lost its grasp: and passion, hushed,

Owned the divine enchantment of the hour,

out, ns the other to e et down mnn

These were but seasons henutiful and rare;
Abide in me, and they ghall ever be :
Fulfill at once thy precept and my prayer;
Come and abide in me, and T in thee,
~Harrict Beecher Stowe,

4. Martin Luther was wont to say, “If any-
one knocks at the door of my breast and sys,

‘Who lives there? my answer in, "Josus Christ
lves here, not Martin Luthor,'
b, Verse 0,
Man's wisdom is to seck
His sirength in Gl nlone ;
And oo nn nngel wonld e wenk
Who trustéd in hiv own

etrent benenth his wings,
And in his grace confide
This more oxnlts the King of kings
Than all your works heside,
Cowper,

@. Verse 7. I'rnyor enn obtnin everything ;
enn open the windows of henven nid shut the
gntes of hell; ean put n holy constraint upon
God, nd detain an angel il he lenyos n hless
ing; eon open the trensures of riing nnd woften
the iron of rocks Hll they melt into a
flowing river; can arrest the sun in his conrse,
nnd wendd the winds upon our errands, Jeremy
Taylor.

7

Be not afenid to pray—to pray is right,
Pray if thou eanst, with hope ; cense not to

ribs

pray
Though hope be weak, or sick with long de
Iny ;
I'ray in the darkness, if there be no light,
Far is the time, remote from human wight,
When war and
conue
Yet every prayer for universal pence
Avails the blessed time to expedite,
Vhate'er is gomd to wish, ask that of Heaven,
Though it be what thou eanst not hope or see ;
Prav to e perfeet, though material leaven
Forbid the spirit so on earth to be:
But if for any wish thou darest not pray,
Then pray to God to east that wish nway.
~Hartley Coleridge,

discord on the earth shall

8. The condition of prayer is personal ; it
looks to character. How this rebukes our
ordinary slipshod notions of what it is to pray!
God's mercy seat is no mere stall set by the
vuigar rondside, where every careless passer-by




376 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

may put an easy hand out to snatch any glitter-
ing blessing that catches his eye. It stands in
the holiest of holies. We can come to it only
through veils and by altars of purification. To
enter into it we must enter into God.— Phillips
Brooks.

9. Verse 8. A Christian is one who is posi-
tive. A Christian is a fruit bearer. A moral
man is a vine that does not bear fruit. But
then it bears everything else—good leaves, a
good strong stem, a healthy root, everything
that is good and nice in it except the fruit. A
Christian man is one who develops graces into
positivity. He acts out of himself and upon
others. A moral man is one that simply de-
fends himself from the action of evil—
Beecher.,

10. Lord, I have lain

Barren too long, and fain
I would redeem the time, that I may be
Fruitful to Thee;
Fruitful in knowledge, faith, obedience,

|May 7

KEre 1 go hence:
That when I come
At harvest to be reapdd, and brought home,
Thine angels may
My soul in thy celestinl garner lay,
Where perfect joy and bliss
Eternal is.—Francis Quarles.
11. Verse 11. There are joys which long
to be ours. God sends ten thousand truths,
which come about us like birds seeking inlet ;
but we are shut up to them, and so they bring
us nothing, but sit and sing awhile upon the
roof, and then fly away.—Beecher.

12,

Joy is a fruit that will not grow
In nature's barren soil ;

All we can boast till Christ we know,
Is vanity and toil,

But where the Lord has planted grace,
And made his glories known ;

There fruits of heavenly joy and peace
Are found, and there alone,

~John Newton,

The Lesson Illustrated

Verse 1. There are many plants of which
there are two species nearly alike; one is good,
the other poisonous. Take the ordinary horse
radish as an instance, or, again, the edible and
poisonous mushroom. But the true gardener
knows them apart. God, as the great husband-
man of the vineyard, knows the true vine,

Verse 2. What is the purging or pruning
which has come to the churches? Philip 1T of
Spain persecuted and made a Protestant Hol-
land. Mary of England persecuted and con-
firmed England in her wavering Protestantism.
Spain enriched England and lost her manu-
facturing supremacy by her persecntions. The
glory of Canada is that it was the refuge of
the U, E. Loyalists who fled from the revolted
colonies, And so we might go everywhere in the
world and find that God makes the wrath of man
to praise him,

erse 3. How many men have been made
clean through Christ's Word! Jerry McAuley,
the convict, hears it, and becomes a rescuer of
fallen humanity. John B. Gough, the drunk-
ard, hears it, and becomes a great apostle of
temperance. We who were sinners have heard,
and our lives are better and nobler.

Verse 5.—“Can do nothing.” The ma-
chines in the great factory are still. The
bands are properly adjusted, everything is
ready. Why do not the wheels move? The rea-

son is that the electrical current which turns
all the wheels of the great factory is off.

wire is down somewhere. The defect is reme-
died, the current comes on, the wheels move,

and all in that busy place do their work. With-
out the Christ we are like the factory without
the electricity, We c¢an do nothing. 'The
greatest saints have always been those who
realized most the abiding presence of the
Christ,

Verse 6. “Is withered." Did you ever see
a man with a withered arm? It is useless, It
still is part of the body, but an encumbrance,
The body of the church has its withered
branches, useless members, unprofitable sery-
ants, Seventy-five years ago there was a sect in
England  with  thirty thousand members,
Twenty-five years after their beginning the de-
nowination was extinet. Their principles were
not of the kind that produced fruit,

Verse 7. “Alexander the Great had a fa
mous but poor philosopher in his court. Being
pressed for money, he made application for re-
lief to his patron, who commissioned him to draw
whatever cash he required from the treasury,
The philosopher presented a request for ten
thousand pounds; but the treasurer refused to
honor it until he advised with his royal master,
adding, also, that the amount was exorbitant.
Alexander replied, ‘Pay the money at once; the
philesopher has done me a singular honor; by
the largeness of his request he shows the high
idea he has conceived both of my wealth and
munificence”  We cannot honor God more

than by believing what he says, and acting
under that faith in all our requests at his
throne, ,‘Ask and receive, that your joy may

be full.’”
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The Lesson Digest and Teacher's Guide

GENERAL PrEFARATORY WORK :

L. The Lesson Material : The lesson text, John 15, 1- 12, and the context, John 13, 15 to 16, 83,
IL. The Connection : 'The section of John's gospel containing our Lord’s last discourses (chapters 18-17),

L1 There is no Paralld Tassage,
IV, Comparative Study of the Lesson Text: The

two Versions should closely be compared in even the

slightest changes of grammar and punctuation, for these often modify the meaning; but only very

important changes should be specified in the class,

Verse 1: Matt. 15, 13 tells us of vines planted by

others than the heavenly Father. Vorse 2: *cleanseth " instead of * purgeth.” In accord with verse 3 ig
the prayer of John 17, 17: compare also John 13, 10; Eph. b, 2%, For what is expected of those who abide in
Christ (verse 4) see 1 John 2. 6. The thought of abiding continues through verses 5,6, and 7. Verso 5:
‘CApart from” fnstead of without.”” Compare Hos, 14, 8, “From Me is thy fruit found,” and Phil, 1, 11,
Verse 6 amplifies the thought of verse 2: compare the words of John the Baptist in Matt. 8, 10, The
promise of verse 7 is repeaied in John 14, 13, 14; 15, 16; 16, 23; Matt. 7.7. The truth of verse 8 is given in
other words in Matt, b, 16, Continuance in diseipleship (abiding in Christ) is further explained in John
8.81; 13. 85, John 14. 15 illuminates verse 10, Concerning fullness of Jjoy, see John 16, 24; 17, 13; 1 John
1.4, A helpful “Bible reading ** on the prime duty of loving our fellows : John 18, 345 1 Thess. 4. 0; 1 Pet.

4.8; 1 John 8. 11,

V. A Simple Analysis, 1, TheBurroundings, (a) Je

sus is talking to his disciples late on Thursday evening,

after the institution of the Lord's Supper and before the arrest in Gethsemane,  (b) The Symbolism of the
Vine, familiar to the Jows (Isa. 5. 1-7; Ios, 10, 15 Psa. 80, 8), See Lessox Worn Sropies and Lrsson
EXrosition, (¢) The diseiples understood the process of vine-growing, but did not yet fully understand
the truths of this lesson, The wise Teacher proceeds * from the known to the unknown,”

2. The Allegory. (a) The Real Vine, of which all other vines are symbols. (4) In God's garden the
Vine grows ; God himself tends it with the methods of husbandman and the love of a father. (e) Grapevine
branches exist for one purpose, to bear grapes.  (d) Useless branches are positively harmful ; i ruit bearing
branches may be improved by pruning. The divine Husbandman prunes us and makes us fruitful (1) by

his “ Word,” (2) by his providence. (This last is not
3. The Branches’ Privileges and Responsibilities,

mentioned in our lesson passage. )

(@) Although, as we have scen, the entire Purpose of

a grapevine branch is to bear Krapes, its entire duty is to abide in the vine: it need not try to bear fruit, for
fruit is sure to come to the * abiding” branches, In the realm of grace as in the realm of nature “it is God
who worketh in us to will and to do.” (b) Note the Revision in verse b, Apart from Christ we can do
nothing.  (¢) Withered branches (whether of a grapevine or members of a church) are good for nothing : if
they lack the lifo that comes from abiding they are thrown aside. (d) Abiding in Christ brings us super-
natural rights, (e) The way to glorify God is to bear much fruit, and the Christian’s part of fruit-lu-uring,

let us rey

s 18 to abide in'the Vine,

« L and Joy. (a) As the Father has loved Christ 80 Christ loves us: as Christ loves us so we
should love one another, () Vine branches have not much choice : but we can choose whether op not we
abide in Christ’s love as Christ chose to abide in his Father's love, (¢) Not first, Abide in his love, and
sccondly, Keep his commandments, but, first, Keep his commandments, and the love will come. (d) These
precepts followed out are the spring and source of all Joy.  Christ came that our Jjoy might be full,

The Junlor Grade

[For pupils from nine to twelve years, inclusive,
Fach pupil, if possible, should be supplied with a
copy of the Intermediate Quarterly. ]

Preparing the Lesson.

For the Lesson Material and Study Material for
the Teachet see paragraph on GENERAL Prepara-
1ory Work above,

Ilustrative Material : 1, This lesson is in itself
un illustration, and needs 80 to be treated,
2. A tiny branch brought into the class, even
without fruit, will make more vivid the suc-

cossive teachings of the ¥ ge—the need of
‘*abiding in” the vine, of pruning, of the hus-
bandman, the withering effect of cutting off ;
and also, by suggestion, fruit bearing and burn.

ing. 3, The picture, Bear Mucn Fruir, in
Onward for April 20th, page 135, with it sug-
gestions of tendrils and of training, will help
in class conversation on the lesson, 4, A copy
of the Lesson Pieruke, page 416, may be used
in the class to fix in mind Paul's list of the
fruits of the Spirit, by ““ printing " on the picture
the letters L, J, P, L, G, G, FMT

Constructing the Lesson.

The teacher who has succecded in getting
each of his class to read during the week John
15. 1- Matt. 25. 1-13; Matt. 13, 1.8 ; Mark
3. 3235; 1 Cor, 13; and Rev. 3. 12, as
well as the carefully selected Home Rean-
INGS on page 368 of the Bansek, and to
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memorize the Golden Text, has done them great
good, and has added much to the ease and
pleasure of his own task on Sunday. After
prayerful study master the Worp STUpiEs and
also the LESSON ExposiTION, Outline: 1, The
Branches ; 2. The Vine; 3. The Grapes; 4. The
Husbandman,

Teaching the Lesson.

1. Begin with the DBranches: a withered
branch on the vine, the harm it does; a with-
ered branch off the vine, good for nothing but
kindling wood; a fruitful branch, its usefulness
and beauty depending on how much fruit it
bears; deriving its life from the vine, but often
in need of pruning. We are branches of Christ.
From him comes our power to bring forth fruit.
(Explain this.) Apart from him all our good-
ness withers, and we, like vine branches cut off,
are good for nothing.

2. In how many ways is our Lord like the
Vine? See the LessoN EXPosITION.

3. The Fruit includes (a) all the holy tem-
pers which we get from the Lord Jesus—love,
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance (see Illustrative
Material, above); and (&) all the deeds and
words which such tempers produce.

4. The Husbandman. (a) Everything that
a husbandman does is for the good of his vine.
(b) Often unpleasant experiences are good for
us (a lesson much needed by Juniors and easily
made plain to them). (e¢) Provincial “pur-
ging” or pruning. (Illustrate.) (d) Our Hus-
bandman is our Father—therefore he knows us
well, cares for us wisely, loves us much,

5. Joy and Love come from abiding in the
Vine, who is our Saviour. Emphasize the
Golden Text.

Application,

Adapt to your pupils THE ScHooL oF Prac-
TICE.

Home Waork for Pupils.

Advance Work and Construction :

Call attention to the DRawing LessoN for next
Sunday on page 417. Urge the LirTLe ReapiNe
vor Eacw DAy for the coming week. Try to in-
duce the pupils to commit to memory Dr. Watt’s
hymn OUR SYMPATHETIC SAVIOUR,

Review Work : How many persons are men-
tioned in the Golden Text? (One noun, two
pronouns.) Our Outline included the Husband-
man, Vine, Branches, and Fruit: how many of
these are referred to in the Golden Text? (Let
the teacher write out these questions on slips of
paper to be returned next Sunday with written
answers, )

The Intermediate Grade

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years,
inclusive, ~ Kach pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a copy of the Senior Quar-
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terly, the Intermediate Quarterly, or the Lesson
Leaf.]
Preparing the Lesson.

For the Lesson Material and Study Material
for the Teacher see note on GENERAL I’REPARA-
T0RY WORK, above.

Illustrative Material (Do not use too many
illustrations) : “I’urging” (see page 376.) The
vine is “pruned,” the diamond is *cut,” up-
holstery s “teased,” the athlete is ‘“‘trained”;
and the Christian—how is he “purged"? (Some
instance familiar to the class is to be preferred,
where God’s Word and God's providences have
developed widely recognized loveliness and ho-
liness of character.) A story (page 376)
illustrates the promise of verse 7, also Para-
graph 6 of Tne LESSON IN LITERATURE AND
Anr. Hartley Coleridge’s sonnet (paragraph
T) is a gem of practical theology, as well as
of poetry. Paragraphs 2, 4, 9, and 11 are also
especialiy rich,

Constructing the Lesson.

See note on GENERAL PREPARATORY WORK,
above, and Worp Srupies, for Connecting
Links, Lesson P’lan: 1. Abiding in Christ;
2. The Father's Care; 3. Bringing Forth Much
Fruit; 4. Filled with Joy and Love. The pu-
pil has had before him on the pages of his
Quarterly the lesson text and the DaiLy BisLe
ReapinGs, If he has this week read the Bible
Reading for each day it was because his teacher
untivingly urged upon him that duty and privi-
lege. If he has not, untiring urgency may
persuade him to do so next week,

Teaching the Lesson.
Suggestions for Developing the Lesson Plan.

Introduction: A vine branch bearing grapes
was the emblem of the Jewish nation. It was
stamped on their coins and emblazoned on the
front of their temple. In t(he presence of this
familiar emblem the Lord Jesus said, “I am the
TRUE Vine,” of which all others were symbols.
He speaks the words of our lesson to followers
in all ages. We are the Ye of the Golden Text.
Four things he tells us about ourselves. (For
assistance in expanding the following para-
graphs turn to the LessoN EXpPosiTION, the
HeArT TALK, and the CoiN THOUGHTS.)

1. The Necessity of Abiding in Him. Cut
off a branch, and it withers, Leave it on, and,
lf. it is not already withered, the vine sap run-
ning through it keeps it alive and makes it
froitful. o leaves, no grapes, but for the
sap; no sap without close connection with the
vine. Life depends on abiding.

2. The Privilege of the Father's Care. God
himself is “the Husbandman,” the Care-taker.
Whether painful or pleasant, all that a hus-
bandman does is for the good of the vine and of
the branches, But God is more than our Hus-
bandman—he is our Father.

3. The Duty and Privilege of Bringing Forth
Much Fruit. Herein is our Father glorified.
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4. Whether our Circumstances are Pleasant
or Painful, the Lord Jesus Fills Us with Joy
and Love (verses 11, 12). His joy not only
remains in us, but we may be full of it, sharers
of his joy and sharers of his love for others.

Let us now write our outline on our pads or
cards (in the class), Make YE large enough
to run along four lines, and print as follows :

ABIDING IN ME,

CARED FOR BY THE FATHER.,
BRINGING FORTH MUCH FRUIT,
FILLED WITH JOY AND LOVE,

Note that our Lord throws emphasis on YE,
not on I. He does say, indeed, “I am the True
Vine,” as in Lesson I he said, “I am the Good
Shepherd;” but the emphasis there is on what
Christ does for us; here it is on the duty,
privilege, and responsibility of Christians, who
are directly addressed as YE. There is, however,
another pronoun, which we must not omit from
our pads (verse 6). Let us write it as large
as we wrote YE. What can we write after it?
Only questions, and prayers, and sighs!

A S T

! ! 1 ' '
? ? ? ? ?
! ! ] 1 |

Let us not spend time, however, in picturing

the fate of THIEM; let us rather pray for

God'’s help that none of us may slip through

the ranks of YE into the ranks of THEM.
ation: Now let us apply this lesson

passage to our Make personal use of

THUE SCHOOL OF PRACTICE,

TO ABIDE IN CHRIST,

TO ACCEPT THE FATHER'S CARE,

TO BRING FORTH MUCH FRUIT,

TO BE FILLED WITH JOY AND LOVE,

I WILL TRY

Can we thoughtfully and with full sincerity
write these words? If so, let us do it now, and
let l:m prayerfully read them every day next
Week,

Home Work for Pupils.

Advance Work: Urge the reading of the
HoME READINGS day by day. Ask the pupils
to study “Helps to the Lessons” in the Berean
Intermediate Quarterly, page 45.

Review Work : Give out the Wriring TasLer
(uestions in Senior Quarterly, page 100, and ask
for written answers next Sunday.  Or, recall the
four things the Lord Jesus taught us about our-
selves, and again write them in order after the
word YE.

The Senior Grade

[For pupils above the age of seventeen, Each
pupil, irpussible. should be supplied with a copy

of the Senior Quarterly. ]
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A most valuable manual for teachers is Dr,
C. 8. Beardslee's Teacher Training with the
Master Teacher: Studies of Christ in the Act
of Teaching as a Means of Learning how to
Teach (Philadelphia : The Sunday School Times
Company. Price, 50 cents). The following
outline is in part condensed from this little
book, a close study of which will make any
teacher better able to teach,

* 1. Familiarize yourself with the physical
structure of this parable, (a) Study THE FIG-
URE AS A WHOLE. It is an allegory of life. It
points not to a builded house, but to a growing
plant.  Study the deep differences between con-
struction and vegetation; between growth by
aceretion (the adding of part to part) and
growth by life; between the way a wall is made
to grow, brick on top of brick, and the way an
oak tree grows, by its own indwelling life-
forces, Observe how LIFE throbs through this
allegory from beginning to end. (b) Turn to
THE PARTS OF THE FIGURE. It is called the
Parable of the Vine. But is it a Parable? And
is its subject the Vine? Tt is worth while to
consult the dictionary on the differences be-
tween a parable and an allegory, 1f, as we
believe, you decide this is an allegory, is it the
Allegory of the Vine? Or is it the Allegory of
the Branches, or of the Fruit, or of the Joy?
Or possibly the Allegory of the Husbandman,
or of Vine Culture, or of Life? 1In what sense
is it an Allegory of Life? The student cannot
be too close in these definitions, Until we thor-
oughly understand the figures our Lord chose,
and why he chose them, we cannot fully under-
stand his teaching, (¢) Observe the UNITY OF
THE FIGURES. How manifold and multiform is
a vine! ’l‘hipk: branch, root, grape, bunch,
seed, pulp, skin, juice, Dbark, leaf, tendril, stem,
flavor, blush, weight, size—how many constitu-
ents!  One can hardly get along without desig-
nating it by a plural: but dee wr thought com-
pels us to use the singular, The Vine is one;
we are its branches. Our Lord is describing
our religious life, Clearly, the truth could not
have been taught had he used a cathedral in his
allegory instead of a grapevine, What is lack-
ing in the cathedral for the present lesson? [t
has as many parts as the vine, but it lacks unij-
fying life and growth, (.:l) Study the Hus-
bandman. Tlow does a vine behave that has
no care? It is a wayward, straggling, aimless
tangle, with superfluous foliage and seanty
grapes, undersized and acrid. How does a vine
behave when trained and pruned? It is g
bower, burdened with luscious fruit. Who
works this amazing change? How? Do some
thinking on vine culture, We are interpreting
the Lord Jesus here, He could not have given
this parable with the hushandman’s care left
out, (e) Vine eulture and soul culture both
concern life. Philosophically considered, life is
The Great Mystery, but in daily practice food,
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sleep, exercise, and other ministrants to life
are very simple. We, like the vine, are living
and life-giving creatures. Our life-relation to
Christ is a deep theological wonder, but to live
a Christian life is a very simple task. There
is no more mystery in religious life than there
is in all life. The “means of grace” are as
simple as the means of physical life. Jesus
makes this plain by bringing in the vine.

2. Now leave the allegory on one side, and

[May 14

turn directly to the truths it stands for. We
are here studying (a) Christ (the Vine), his
disciples (the branches), and the Father (the
Husbandman) ; (b) Christ's support of the dis-
ciples; the disciples’ life in Christ; and the
Father's ownership and lordship over all. (¢)
The discipline unto purity and the nourishing
unto growth and joy.

3. Purity, fruitfulness, joy, glory, come by
means of the Master's “word,"”

The School of Practice
1. As it would be folly for the branch to think of bearing fruit when disconnected from the vine, so
I can see that it is folly for me to think of living a good life without being a Christian. I am determined
therefore, to do whatever is necessary to have Christ live in me, 8o that 1 shall be like him in nature, and

my actions shall be the expressions of his life in me,

2. I see that a barren, fruitless branch is useless and to be cast off, however fair it may appear, and
thouzh it bear no evil fruit. And so, evidently, Jesus intends to teach me that he expeets not simply the
absence of vice but the presence of good. Therefore this week I will try to make myself a fruit-bearing
branch in good deeds and in the expression of Christian virtues.

The Responsive Review

1. What did Jesus say he was? 7The true vine, 2. What is his command to us? Abide in i’ul‘. 3. What
does Christ tell his disciples? Without me ye can do nothing. 4, What is the GOLDEN TEXT? ** Jierein is my
7 :

The Church Catechism

37, What is sanctification? Sanctification is that separation from sin and consecration to the service of
(iodi which is wrought b§ the Han Spirit in the believer at regeneration and continued in his growth in D
C

ete

Corinthians 7. 1. Having t

erefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all

flithiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of (iod.

LESSON VII. Jesus Prays for His Followers

[May 14

GOLDEN TEXT. I pray for them. Tohn 17, 9.

AUTHORIZED VERSION
[Read John chapters 16, 17]
John 17. 15-26 [ Commat to memory verses 20, 21)

15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out
of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them
from the evil.

16 They are not of the world, even as I am not
of the world.

17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word
is truth, ¥

18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even
so have I also sent them into the world.

19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that
they also might be sanctified through the truth,

20 Neither pray I for the§e alone, but for them

also which shall believe on me through their
word ;
21 That they all may be one: as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me,

22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have
given them; that they may be one, even as we
are one:

23 1 in them, and thou in me, that they may
be made perfect in one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved
them, as thou hast loved me.

Father, 1 will that they also, whom thou
hast given me, be with me where I am ; that they
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me:

REevIisED VERsION,*

15 1 pray not that thou shouldest take them from
the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from
the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even
as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in
the truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thon didst
send me into the world, even so sent { them into
the world. 19 And for their sakes [ sanctify
myself, that they themselves also may be sancti-
fied in truth. 20 Neither for these only do I
pray, but for them also that believe on me
through their word: 21 that they may all be
one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and T in
thee, that they also may be in us: that the world
may helieve that thon didst send me. 22 And the
glory which thou hast given me I have given unto
them ; that they may be one, even as we are one:
23 I in them, and thoun in me, that they may he
perfected into one ; that the world may know that
thou didst send me, and lovedst them, even as
thou lovedst me. 24 Father, T desire that they
also whom thoun hast given me be with me where
I am, that they may behold my glory, which thou

*The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
Sons.
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for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the
world,

25 O righteous Father, the world hath not
known thee: but I have known thee, and these
have known that thou hast sent me.

26 And I have declared unto them thy name,
and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou
hast loved me may be in them, and I in them,

Thursday, April 6, A. D, 30, late in
the evening. Place.—Jerusalem.

Home Readings
M. Jesus in prayer. John 17, 1-14, [15-26.
Tu. Jesus Prays for His Followers. John 17.
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hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the
foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father,
the world knew thee not, but I knew thee; and
these knew that thou didst send me: 26 And I
made known unto them thy name, and will make
it known; that the love wherewith thou lovedst
me may be in them, and I in them,

W. Not of the world. John 15, 21,

Th. Sanctified by truth. 1 Pet. 1. 13-25.
F. Onein Christ. Gal. 3, 20-29,

8. With the Lord. 1 Thess, 4. 13-18.
8. God revealed by Christ. Luke 10, 17-24,

.

The Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 402,

I know not why God's wondrous grace
To me he hath made known,
or why—unworthy of such love

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 207,
Gracious Spirit, Love divine,
Let thy light within me shine |
All my guilty fears remove

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 202,
Sweet hour of })myerl sweet hour of prayer | f

That calls me

rom & world of care,

And bids me at my Father's throne

Questions for Senior Scholars

What is the meaning of “the world” in verse
157 Against what evil is our Lord’s prayer
directed? What is the meaning of “the world”
in verse 16?7 In what sense were and in what
sense were not our Lord and his disciples oF THE
WORLD? What instrument does the divine Sanc-
tifier use to sanctify men? Are revivals and
religious culture known to exist without God’s
Word? What analogy is there between our Lord’s
coming and the going forth of the disciples?
What is meant by “sanctify myself”? By what
means were sinners in the future to believe?
Are revivals of religion known to ocenr without
oral instructior in the gospel?”  What is the
unity or identity of God the Father and the Son
with all true believers? What does such identity

prove or show? In what sense is the “glory”
spoken of in verse 22 ours? In what respects
are all Christians one, and in what respects are
they diverse? What convinces the world that
we are the messengers of Christ? How compre-
hensive as to time and persons was this prayer
of our Lord? Did he lead a life of prayer? Why
was it necessary for him to do so? What parable
or parables of Jesus refer to prayer? What is
the general teaching of the New Testament con-
cerning prayer? In what verse is our Lord's
love for his followers most clearly shown? From
what verse may we understand that we are in-
cluded in this prayer of our Lord? What great
lesson of our Father’s will concerning us i to be
learned from this lesson?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. Sanctify Them Through Thy Truth (v. 15-
21).—What was the feeling of the world toward
the disciples? Did Jesus ask that they should be
kept from persecution? From what did he pray
they should be kept? Through what were they
to be consecrated and made holy? Who sent the
disciples into the world? Why were they sent?
For whom did Jesus pray?

2. The Father's Glory (v. 22-26).—What
glory did Jesus give to his followers? By what
request did Jesus show his wonderful love for his
followers? What great honor did Jesus pray his
disciples should enjoy? Why did so many refuse
to believe in Jesus? What did Jesus say his dis-
ciples knew about him? Whose name and truth
did Jesus declare to his disciples?

Questions for Younger Schofars

What do we call the Lord's Prayer? What is
really the Lord’s prayer? What did he pour out
in this prayer? What was he about to do? 7o
leave them alone in the world, What did he
know? When did he come? On the day of Pen-
tecost. What was Jesus to his disciples on his
human side? What on his divine side? Shall

we ever understand his love? What is enough
for children to know? What did he want his dis-
ciples to be kept from? What would keep them?
What do cold and quarrelsome Christians need?
What was the sign when the Holy Spirit came?
What did it mean? Has the sign proved a true
one?




82 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

[May 14

Library References

THE INTERCESSORY DRAYER OF CHRIST—
Vaughan, C. J.,, Prayers of Jesus Christ, pp. 10
123, Burrell, D. J., Unaccountable Man, p. 160,

CHurcn UNION. —The following represent dif-
ferent phases of the subject : Church Unity,
Union Theological Seminary Lectures, 1896
(Protestant Episcopal). Bradford, A. II., The
Question of Unity (Congregational). Diillinger,
J. J., Reunion of the Churches (Germany),
Unity, Minnesota Church Claub Lectures, 1806
(Protestant Episcopal). Brunner, J. 1., Union
of the Churches (Methodist).

IRMONS ON THE LESSON
—Newton, R., Sermons, p. 300,
«» The Fisherman and His Friends,

The Lesson

Ve
Banks, L.

L. Christ’s “Own™ Sct Apart in This World
(verses 1-19),

True Christians are “not of the world,” even
as Christ is not of the world ; they are a class by
themselves (verses 16). So foreign and “other-
worldly™ are they in their sympathies and views,
80 evidently do they belong elsewhere, that our
Lord explains why they are not at once taken
“out of the world"—they have been “sent” here
(verse 18), and not yet has their mission been
fully performed. The word “sent” sounds the
keynote for a large part of this gospel. Jesus is
preéminently The Sent One—the man of all men
who had a mission. And as God had sent him, so
Jesus had sent his disciples, and for their sakes
he keeps himself apart from the gl and com-
forts of this world (ve 19), and prays that his
disciples also may be “sanctified (kept apart)
through the truth" (verse 19), kept from the
world’s evil (verse 13). But by what means
shall the Father keep them apart from the
world? The truth of God is first mentioned as a
means of sanctification. If we inquire, Precisely
what is God's truth? the answer is given in verse
17: "'l_'h\' word is truth,” And if we inquire,
What is God's word? the answer comes in John
1. 14: “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us."”

IL Christ's “Own” Kept Together in This
World (verses 20-23).

In his prayer our Lord includes all who shall
ever believe on him (verse 20) ; that they all may

p. 1. Jay, W., Works, vol, iii, p. 71.  Verse 17.—
George, Consecration, p, 278, MacArthur, R. 8.,
The Attractive Christ, p. Munsey, Sermons
and Lectures, p. 474, Liddon, . I’.,Sermons, vol,
i, No.528, Verse 18,—The Treasury, vol. iii, p. 349,
Verse 19.—Bersier, E., Gospel in Paris, p. 144,
Verse 20.—Burton, R. (., Sermons, p. 203,
Flint, R., Sermons and Addresses, p. 11, Way-
land, ¥., University Sermons, pp. 220, 237,
Verse 21.—Montfort, Sermons for Silent Sab-
baths, p. 326, Verse 22, —Simpson, M., Ser-
mons, p. 81, Dale, R. W, Fellowship with
Christ, p. 304, V ~=Burder, G., Village
Sermons, p, 302, —Vaughan, R., Pul-
pit Memorials, 282, e 26, —~Arnold, T.,
Christian Life, vol, ii, p. 89,

Statement

be “one” (verse2l); not merely confederated or
joined in a brotherhood, not merely united in any
sense like that of the confederated provinces of
Canada, but actually one. That his meaning may
be unmistakable our Lord gives an example, As
the divine Father and the Son are one, so we may
be one in them (verse 21), If such langnage
originated with a theological professor it might
be regarded with suspicion; but these are the
words of the Lord Jesus, and he reiterates and
emphasizes them: “I in them, thou in me, 1 in
thee, they in us.,” Such a unity will persuade the
world that God has sent Jesus (verse 21). Dis-
sensions, mutnal criticisms, lack of charity—
these cause doubt; but unity attracts and wins,
The true followers of Jesus are one in destiny
(verse 22) as well as in sympathy and mission
and character—a thought more fully developed
in the following verses,

ITL. Christ's “Own” Kept for the World to
Come (verses 24-2G),

Our Lord wills that we shall be where he js—
in this world to take up our cross and follow
him in the next to sit on thrones and behold his
glory. The petition of verse 24 links itself in our
memories with the exclamation of the psalmist :
“T shall be satisfied when 1 awake in thy like-
ness,” Our Lord’s plea, in its last analysis, is
for justice. " He does not say, “O dear Father,”
as well he might, but “0 righteous Father”

(verse 25) ; and claims what he requests as of
equity to himself,

The Lesson Word Studies

NOTE.—The word studies for this lesson are based on the text of the Revised Version.

THE PRAVER LIFE OF JESvs,.—Our Lord while on earth lived a life of prayer. Always before breaking
bread it was his custom to give thanks. It was “as he prayed " that the heavens were opened and the Holy

Spirit in the form of a dove descended upon him at

the time of his baptism. On the Mount of Trans-
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figuration the wonderful change in his countenance
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took place while he prayed, and on one occasion the

fervency of his prayer led the disciples to make the request, *“ Lord, teach us to pray.” At the grave of
Lazarus he prayed audibly ; and sometimes he spent a whole night alone in prayer. To Peter he said on
the eve of his passion, “1 have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not,” and doubtless on other occasions
also his prayer was often for those whom he had come to save, and for his disciples ; and now, after his last
solemn discourse to his chosen apostles is ended, just before he leaves them to submit to cruel torture and
death—knowing that they too are soon to be scattered and persecuted for his name’s sake—he once more

approaches the Father’s throne in earnest prayer,

He prays for these men that they may be so filled with

his own spirit, so transformed into his own likeness, and so filled with the consciousness of his abiding
presence with them that, despite the hatred of the world, they may ever have his joy made full in them-

sclves and show forth his glory in their lives (comp., ve

Verse 15. From the world—The more
correct English idiom, if “the world” be taken
to mean the carth. But if “the world” refers
to unregenerate human sacicty, as the same ex-
pression undoubtedly does in many Johannine
passages (comp, T: 14, 17; 15. 18; 16, 8),
and as the writer believes it does in this verse,
then the rendering “out of the world” would
seem to be the better,

From the evil (¢ 10D movnpod)—The
word mwowvnpds, when used with the rticle, as
in this case, refers rather to an evil person
(Satan) than to evil in the abstract. Hence
we might translate from, or out of the hands
(or power) of, the cvil one. The sense of the
whole verse would thus be, “I pray not that
thou shouldest isolate them from the society of
their fellow men, but that thou shouldest keep
them from the power of Satan,” .,

17. Sanctify—To sancti y means literally
to set apart sacredly, consecrate, dedicate, 1t
means also to cleanse from moral impurity,

In the truth—Marks the sphere or element
of consecration, i

Thy Word—The revelation
any form,

18. Thou didst send (dméorehas)—Thou
didst send on a special mission. As the Master,
0 the disciple also has a special mission in the
world,

19. Sanctify—Set apart, consecrate, as in
verse 17,

20. Them also that believe on me
through their word—Those who have not
themselves seen or known the Christ in_the
flesh, but who through the spoken and written
testimony of eyewitnesses of his life and glory
have heen or may yet be brought to faith in
him, Christ’s intercessory prayer, then, was
for his disciples of the present generation also.

of thyself in

rses 1-14 of this chapter),

21. All be ome—It is not an external
unity of organization to which our Lord here
refers, but a unity of spirit and life ia him.
The more closely the individual disciple clings
to the Master, in perfect obedience to his Word,
the more closely will he be united in spirit with
every other believer,

In us: that the world may believe—
Only as the lives of the professed followers of
Christ reflect the higher divine life of their
Master will their lives influence others to be-
lieve on the Christ as indeed the Son of God,

22, Glory—T)e splendor or radiance which
as a halo surrounds a spotless character, This,
then, is the precious heritage of every believer,

That they may be one, even as we are
one.—This glory emanates from God, and
those who possess it in unity with Christ must
of mnecessity be one in spirit—a unit among
themselves, since all who are in Christ possess
the selfsame purity of life and character—part
of the divine life—from which alone that glory
springs,

23. Perfected into one—By hecoming
partakers of the divine life which is in Christ,
as the preceding phrase indicates,

4. Where I am—When | shall have re-
turned to the fullness of glory with thee.
(Comp. John 12, 2¢: 14, 3,

25. The world knew thee not—In the
Greek the word kal, indeed, precedes this clause
—'‘the world, it is true, knew thee not that
thou art righteous,” I

3 y mame—In a special and peculiar
sense and degree the name of a person_among
Semites stood for the person himself, Thus, to
say that a man’s name had been blotted -out
meant that the man was dead. To the Hebrew
mind the name of God was therefore very
sacred, so sacred that it was never spoken,

The Lesson Exposition

CHRIST AND Praveg
The first thing which this lesson sets before
us, and which for our hearts’ strengthening we
should see in its full meaning, is the fact that
Jesus believed in and practiced prayer, That
prayer was a constant habit with him we know

from very many references to it by the writers
of the gospels (Matt. 14. 23: Mark 1. 35; Luke
3.21; 5. 16; 6, 12; 9. 18; ete.), and we know
how he taught and encouraged his disciples to
pray. But the lesson represents the greatest of
his recorded prayers, and gives us to see how
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exalted and rich and intimate were his com-
munings with his Father. But the chief
thing is that he prayed and constantly recom-
mended prayer. We have our seasons of doubt
when we question whether it is worth while to
pray. At such times it is well for us to take
our place by Christ's side and hear him pray.
Has anyone ever lived in this world so likely to
know about the value of prayer as Jesus?

PRAYER AND THE Crises oF Live

We are not surprised that Christ’s great in-
terview with his disciples in the upper room on
that night preceding his crucifixion was con-
cluded with prayer, and with a prayer so great
as this. It was a fitting culmination, the only
fitting culmination. All that had gone before
~—the repeated allusions to his approaching
death, his words of comfort, his promises and
instructions—all led up to this prayer. Prayer
is not confined to the crises of life, for it has
its place in all common days and experiences,
but life’s crises demand pr Men may get
along through ordinary experiences and per-
sunde  themselves there is no necessity for
prayer, but when the day of tragedy comes, the
lay of great trial, and the day of death, prayer
is imperative. Then if the soul cannot or will
not pray, life collapses for the lack of that sup-
port which only prayer can give. And to these
crises days, when prayer is indispensable, should
be brought the strength of faith that accumu-
lates with the daily habit of prayer. He who
prays without ceasing through all ordinary
days, will know how to pray with conquering
power when the day of crisis comes,

Tur Goine Away

Jesus was preparing | disciples for his go-
ing away. To that going he had been repeat-
edly referring and fortifying their hearts
against the discouragement and sorrow that it
involved (John 14. 21, 18; 16. 5.7). And
again in this prayer he refers to his (lnpurlun‘.
“And now I am no more in the world.” “And
now I com» to thee.” But what great things
he said to his disciples in connection with his
going away! He was going to prepare a place
for them : he would come again: he wonld send
ano'her Comforter: and now he commends them
to the keeping of his Father. But if they were
able to catch the meaning of it the supreme
thing for their consolation was the way in
which Jesus regarded his going away, for it
illustrated his view of death. Death” was no
interruption to his life or his plans—on the
centeary, it was the fulfillment and furtherance
0. them. Death was merely the way he went,
the way it was necessary he should go—but it
was only a gate, and a real world and a real life
lay beyond it as well as before it ; and moreover
it was a gate that for him would swing both
ways upon its hinges. The disciples were afraid

[May 14

of death, afraid of it for their Master and
afraid of it for themselves. And Jesus would
not use the word when he could avoid it be-
cause of the false notions that clung to it, It
remains yet for the Christian world to come to
the heights from which Jesus habitually looked
upon death,

Tue Turee DIVISIONS OF THE PRAYER

It is easily seen that this prayer has three
divisions. Jesus prayed (1) for himself, (2)
for his disciples, (3) for the entire church,
These portions are represented by verses 1-5,
G-19, 2026, The concluding verses, 25, 20,
constitute a summing up of the whole prayer.
The lesson includes a part of the second and all
of the third, and the summary. But the entire
chapter should be treated as the lesson,

CHRIST'S PRAYER For HiMskLy

The one comprehensive request that Jesus
made for himself was that the Father should
“glorify” Lim. There can be no doubt that
Jesus was thinking of the way through which
he was to pass to that glory—the way of the
sufferings and death which the next day would
bring. Paul very clearly discerned that Christ's
way to glory was the way of the cross (Phil. 2,
G-11).  But the basis and warrant for Christ's
prayer that the Father would glorify him was
the fact that he had glorified the Father, and
that he might in yet higher degree glorify the
Father in the world. We may be very certain
that Jesus had not offered a prayer like this
until he came to that hour. Not until then,
and by anticipation he was including the sacri-
fice of the morrow as if already accomplished,
could he have 1, “I have finished the work
which thou gavest me to do.” Jesus had come
into the world on a divinely appointed mission,
Now he saw the completion of that mission.
Ile was come to a point where soon he could
return to his Father and say that he had ful-
filled that for which he had been sent to this
world.  Now, from the state of his humiliation
he wonld return to the glory which he had
with his Father before the world was. In fact,
we are led to believe he was exalted to a higher
glory llgnn that. But his words give us a great
concention of a successful life, A man has suc-
ceeded in this world who finds out and does
what God assigned him to do. He fails who
does not d!) this, however he may succeed
in ilomg things which God did not send him
to do,

Wnar Jrsvs Sam Arour His Discreres

It is interesting to note what Jesus says
about his disciples in this prayer. As we read
the story of his association with them it seems
to us that Jesus could not have thought very
highly of them; they lacked so much in under-
standing ; they had ‘so many weaknesses. But
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there is not a word in this prayer about their
On the contrary, Jesus

faults and failings.
said to his Father, *“They have kept thy word.”

He declares that they had received the truth
and had known that he was from the Father

and believed that the Father had sent him.,
There was only one exception, “the son of per-
dition,” whose presence among the twelve is so
deep o mystery, Jesus knew his disciples better
than they knew themselves, and he knew they
were true in heart, and that they had laid hold
on the truth and would abide in it. Ile knew
the difference between weaknesses and mistakes
growing out of ig ce, and vices that spring
out of an evil hea And he still knows the
rence between these, and doubtless still says
ple who have many surface inconsisten-
s, “They have kept my word.”  Jesus judges
our lives by the main current and not by the
cddies,

WHAT JESUS ASKED FOR 1118 DISCIPLES
Perhaps we are quite as much instructed by
what Jesus did not ask as by what he asked
for his disciples.  Thore is a remarkable ab-
sence from  his requests of everything that
relates merely to the material life, Nothing
ahout health, or food, or r. ment, or happiness
in the usual sense, no request for exemption
ring, no prayer for worldly honor,
eems to have lost sight of the things
which most concern the people of the world,
And that because he saw life from altoge ther
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another altitude. Not that he did not take
those other things into account in a subordinate
way.  Long before he had assured his disciples
that their heavenly Father knew that they had
need of those things. In this prayer he had
greater things to ask, Ile asked that they might
be kept through the Father's name, and that
they might be one as Jesus and the Father were
one; he asked that they might have his Joy ful-
filled in them, and be kept from the evil of the
world, Those are brayers that connect with
the highest sources of blessing.

PRAYER FOR THE WioLg Cnugenr

Jesus always had the prophetic vision; and
80 now his thought went from his immediate
disciples to all who should believe on him—that
is, to his future church, And again his prayer
is only for the highest things, The reading of
this prayer for the church by Jesus would sound
strangely to the ears of some congregations
calling themselves churches of Christ, in which
Christ's ideals for the church seem to have been
almost entirely put aside, What could a
worldly church make out of Christ's words,
“The glory that thon gavest me 1 have given
them”? Tlis glory was the glory of the cross,
Has the church sufliciently recognized that its
glory is also that of the cross?  Christ’s ideal
for the charch is that it shall be a continued
witness for him and revelation of God, If it
is that, all lower good will come to it with that
highest blessing,

dost ever pray for us.

thee.

Father. Amen.

THE LESSON PRAYER

O Christ, our Advocate, we lift our hearts to thee who didst and
Thou hast ascended to thy God and to our God,
and dost ever live to make intercession for those who have believed on
We thank thee that by thy prayer for us our thoughts are lifted
from the little things to the great things of life.
small anxieties and clamorings concerning things which relate to the
surface of life, and fill us with longings after the things which pertain
to the life eternal. And may we be not of the world, as thou wast not
of the world; but may we be in the world as thou wast in the world,
that the world through us may be brought to a knowledge of God the

Deliver us from the

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

1
The fact that Jesus prayed for his followers
iv itself a revelation,
All great characters pray in great crises.
Prayer is the soul's ultimatum to God,
We may have a working prayer without hay-
ing a working philosophy of prayer,

As breathing is a part of God's plan for the
body, so praying is a part of his plan for the
soul,

It is as natural for a live soul to pray as it
is for a live body to breathe,

As walking is a method of bodily locomotion,
8o praying is a principle of spiritual progress,
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1I

There are prayerless words as well as word-
less prayers,

Study these points about practical prayer,
Prayer must be faith-full. Prayer must be sin-
cere (sine cera—without adulteration), Prayer
must be effectual—a working process, not lazy,
Prayer must be fervent (fervo, “to boil”),

While a man regards iniquity (inequity) in
his heart he cannot offer an acceptable prayer,
His prayer is not good whose heart holds a
grudge. Spitefulness and prayerfulness do not
travel the same road.

Good will toward men is God's will toward
men.

111

Jesus did not pray that his followers should
run from the foe, but that they might master
the foe,

Strength to overcome sin must spring up in
the soul of the sinner.

He who runs from wickedness will never rule
in l‘iKh((‘()llNll('Nh:. i

The coward is conquered before the conflict

ins.

"alorous hearts mean victorious heroes,

He who endures to the end of the struggle
shall be saved, 1

He who works all day will win some day.

Y.

Jesus prayed that his followers might be de-
voted to the truth.

Devotion  to truth has made the great
Scholars. Devotion to truth has made the great
Statesmen. Devotion to truth has made the
great Reformers. Devotion to truth has made
the great Discoverers. Devotion to truth has
made the great Inventors. Devotion to truth
has made the great IPoets. Devotion to truth
has made the great Philanthropists. Devotion
to truth has made the great Preachers. Devo-
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tion to truth is the only thing that will keep a
man true, v

Jesus prays for a united following.

The unity for which he prays is in the in-
ward facts and not in the outward forms,

All mankind are a unit as to the fact of
speech, but there is great diversity of tongues,
All the waves of the sea are a unit as to quality,
but as to size and strength there is great diver-
sity.  The forest is one, but the trees which
compose it are many. Many singers unite in
one song. The one rainbow has seven harmoni-
ous colors,

It is spiritual unity and not the identity of
outward forms for which the Master prays. He
does not pray for identity, but for unity.

VI

The fact that Jesus has prayed for all his
followers ought to strengthen our faith in the
final outcome of his cause.

The redemption of the world is the supreme
enterprise of the Saviour,

The forces with which the church allies her-
self are not futile, but eternal.

So many mighty facts could not follow in the
footsteps of fables,

VII

No man can fully know the truth till his
heart wholly harmonizes with it.

Jesus said he had taught men to know God.
Men may know God but they can never com-
prehend him,

Men may know God by the words of Christ,
Men may know God by the miracles of Christ.
Men may know God by the life of Christ, Men
may know God by the love of Christ. Men m: v
know God by the power of Christ. Men may
know God by the character of Christ.

As Christ in his capacity revealed God to men,
80 Christians in their capacity are to reveal
Christ to men, K

The Lesson Heart Talk

What an hour was that for the disciples in
the upper room when Jesus talked with God in
the intimacy and confidence of a Son with his
Father!

How near and real is God! How these words
open the glory of an eternity before the world
was! The earthly life of our Lord was only
thirty years: a tiny dot in the long line of his
being. The glory that he had with the Father
before the world was, he was now about to take
again. Death would not “end all.”

Thirty years were enough to finish the great
work he came to earth to do. Time does not
count in the fulfillment of life's mission. Kar-
nestness, faithfulness, love, may leave the books
of a very brief life well balanced, In this won-

derful prayer Jesus asked that his disciples
might be one with him as he was one with the
Father; that they might do the same work he
had been doing; that they might not be taken
out of the world, but kept from its evil: that
they might, when their work was finished, he
with him, to see for themselves the glory of his
power in creation and the depth of his love in
redemption. And think of it! he asked all this
for us, if we believe in him. e did not ask it
for the world that will not listen to his word.
So sad it is that any must be left out of this
beautiful prayer!—but for every soul, however
far astray, or i<norant, or sinful, that will lis-
ten and believe, he asks these glorious things.
And they will all be given, for Jesus said once
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when talking with God, “I know that thou hear-
est me always.” If we believe, everything he
asked in this wonderful prayer is ours. Do
you belicve?

O wonderful prayer! My Saviour divine,
Can it be true its blessing is mine?

Didst thou pray for all in that gracious hour,
For all who pelieve through the Spirit's power?
My Lord, 1 believe, I know I am thine ;

Thy prayer is for me, its blessing is mine!

O wonderful prayer, its answer so true

Is fulfilled to me as each day dawns new ;
Fulfilled in comfurt and power and grace,
Revealed in the iight of thy glorious face,
For I do believe, I know 1 am thine ;

O wonderful prayer, its answer is mine!

One with the Father, one ever with thee,
My Saviour, my Lord, is this prayer for me?
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1 worship, I wonder, what thou hast wrought
Far reaches beyond my soul's eager thought.
For, Lord, I believe, I know I am thine ;
O wonderful prayer, its answer is mine !

One with thy saints in fellowship sweet,

One with the saved for thy coming made meet,

One with the white-robed who wait at thy
throne,

One with the worthy thou callest thine own.

Yes, Lord, I believe, I know I am thine,

And all thou hast asked forever is mine.

And wonderful triumph of wonderful grace,
I shall be with thee and look in thy face;
I, even I, shall thy glory behold—

How shall the blessedness ever be told?—
Let earth and heaven repeat it again,

The answer is mine, Amen and amen !

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1. There is no voice which has ever been
heard either in heaven or in earth, more exalted,
more holy, more fruitful, more sublime, than
this prayer is offered up by the Son of God him-
self.—Melanchthon,

2. Verse 15. Ulysses, when he was com-
pelled to pass by the sirens’ enchanted isle,
deafened the ears of his sailors with wax, and
required them to bind him to the mast, that his
vessel might not be lured to destruction upon
the rocks, But Orpheus, when be sighted the
dangerous shores, made such sweet music with
his lyre as ravished the sirens themselves, and
so passed safely by, The Christian is not to
yield to the enchantment of the world, but is to
enchant the world with the spirit of Christ.

3. We are to employ the world, and put our
bodies into it, with the understanding that God
has made all secular things as means of grace to
us. . . . God designed the sanctuary, the lec-
ture room, and the Bible as the places where we
are to learn what we are to do and to be, and
the world as the place where we are to do it
and to be it. You are not to practice patience
here—except the patience of sitting still during
preaching. The world is the place God has pro-
vided in which you are to practice patience,
where there are things to vex and try your
patience. It is well enough to preach about
patience, and pride, and vanity ; but here is not
the place for you to apply the recepts taught
you concerning these things. Q'uu can never
practice them until you go out into life; where
your vanity is excoriated, your pride is touched,
and your patience is taxed.—Beecher.

4. If you will go to the banks of a little
stream, and watch the flies that come to bathe
in it, you will notice that, while they plunge
their bodies in the water, they keep their wings
high out of the water; and, after swimming

about a little while, they fly away with their
wings unwet through the sunny air. Now, that
is a lesson for us. IHere we are immersed in the
cares and business of the world; but let us keep
the wings of our soul, our faith, and our love,
out of the world, that, with these unclogged, we
may be ready to take our flight to heaven,—
Inglis.

5. Verse 19. The priest touched with the
typical blood of a sacrificed animal the Levite's
right hand, right eye, right foot. This was the
Levite's sanctification, It devoted every faculty
and evéry power—of seeing, doing, walking, the
right-hand faculties—the best and choicest—to
God's peculiar service. e was a man set
apart. To sanctify, therefore, in the Hebrew's
phrase, meant to devote or consecrate, . . . e
[Christ] sanctified himself that he might become
a living, inspiring example, firing men's hearts
by love to imitation—a burning and a shining
light shed upon the mystery of life, to guide by
a spirit of warmth lighting from within. In
Christ there is not given to us a faultless essay
on the loveliness of self-consecration, to con-
vince our reason how beautiful 't is; but there
is given to us a self-consecrated One: a living
Truth, a living Person; a life that was beauti-
ful, a death that we feel in our inmost hearts
to have been divine; and all this in order that
the spirit of that consecrated life and conse-

crated death, through love, and wonder, and
deep enthusiasm, may pass into us, and sanc-
tify us also to the truth in life and death. IHe
sacrificed himself that we might offer ourselves
a living sacrifice to God.—F., W. Robertson.

6. Verses 21-23. In the chamber of the
boy James Russell Lowell, at Elmwood, was to
be found the following inscription (in Latin) :
“In essentials, unity; in nonessentials, liberty ;
in all things, charity.” A good maxim for a
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generous, high-minded boy, and for a Christian
as well,

7. It has been said, whether by poetry or
science matters not, that there is a certain point
in the upper air, in which all the discordant
sounds of the earth—the rattle of wheels, the
chime of bells, the roll of the drum, the laugh
of the child—meet and blend in perfect har-
mony. Surely it is more than a pleasant con-
ceit that, when once lifted up in fellowship in
Christ Jesus, we meet in a high and heavenly
place where all things are gathered together in
one.~—William Adams.

8.

The brooks rush downward to the sen,
Arising far in cliffs and mountains ;
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But mingle soon rejoicingly,
And make great streams from little mountains.

And then the streams, without delay,
Still to the sea'’s great bosom tending,
Roll proudly on their winding way,
At last with ocean’s billows blending,

And so, O God, our souls to thee,
Onward and onward ever going

(We are the fountains, thou the sen),
To thy great sea of life are flowing.

Yes! One with God, as Christ is One,
No longer tossed by earth’s commotion,
Our little streams, their Jjourneys done,
Shall rest, at last, in God's great ocean,
~Thomas C. Upham,

The Lesson Illustrated

Verse 17. “Thy truth.” *“The truths of
the Bible ure like gold in the soul, whole gener-
ations walk over it, and know not what treas-
ures are hidden beneath. So centuries of men
pass over the Scriptures, and know not what
riches lie under the feet of their interpretation.
Sometimes when they discover them they eall
them new truths, One might as well eall gold
newly dug new gold."—H. W, Beecher.

Verse 17. “Lycurgus, the great lawmaker,
would not allow his laws to be written, e
preferred to have the principles of government
interwoven in the lives and manners of the peo-
ple as most conducive to their happiness. Their
education would be such as to imprint these
laws upon their minds, that they might remain
perpetually before them. e will most faith-
fully abide by the king's commandment, who has
the Word of God so engraved upon his heart
that nothing can erase it.”

Verse 18. “So have I also sent them.”
“The light which radiates our atmosphere, and
enters our dwellings, and gives vision to every
eye is an emanation from the sun, and is de-
pendent on the rise and motion of the sun from
day to day; so we and all our mercies, every
day and every hour of our lives, come from God
and are dependent upon him."—John Bate. .

Verse 21. “That they all may be one.”
“The materials of a house form no place of

abode while they lie seattered and separate, In
the ancient tabernacle the glory of the Lord
did not appear till it was compacted and set
up.  The divine presence rested not upon the
stones and timber of the temple till they were
framed into the edifice. So if we would enjoy
the promised blessing we should avoid strifes
and divisions, and follow after peace and har-
wony and the things whereby one may edify the
other.”

Verse 21. One of the best symbols of unity
is the steel rope. The single strand is strong,
but the united and twisted strands in their
unity multiply strength, The church of Christ
is one, so that it bears the weight of the bur-
dens of millions of men,

Verse 22, “And the glory . . . I have given
them.” “If a thing reflects no light it is black ;
but if it reflects all the rays it is white. If we
are like Christ we shall seek not to absorb, but
to reflect the light which falls upon us from
heaven upon others, and thus shall we become
pure and spotles H. W. Beecher.

Verse 25, he world hath not known
thee.”  *“We know a little of Christ our Saviour,
but, O, how small a portion have we seen of the
fullness that is in him! Like the Indians, when
America was first discovered, we were not aware
of the amazing value of the gold and treasure
in our hands."—J. €. Ryle.

The School of Practice

1. This lesson presents to me in a very strong way Christ’s example of prayer. Surely, if he needed to
pray and believed in prayer, much more should I pray. This week, therefore, I will give more time to
prayer and seek hereafter to make it a more earnest habit.

2. In this lesson | see Jesus meinu for others. I fear that my prayers have been in too large propor-
tion for myself. This week I will pray for others, particularly for the church with which I am connected
and the people I know,

3. In harmony with Christ’s prayer for his disciples that they should be one, I will seek to cultivate a
spirit of unity with all Christians, and to cobperate in all Christian service,
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

The Lesson Digest and Teacher's Guide

GENERAL PREPARATORY WORK :

1. The Lesson Material; The lesson text, John 17. 15-26, and the context, chapters 16 and 17,
II. The Connection : This lesson, like the last, belongs to the section of John's gospel containing our

Lord’s last discourses (chapters 13-17).
IIL There is no Parallel Pussage,

IV. Comparative Study of the Lesson Tort: Throughout this lesson the word ‘“sanctify " carries the

meaning of “ consecrate,”  Verse 15: Instead of the evil ” read “the evil one (Revision),

Verse 16 s a

repetition of part of verso 14. Verse 17 (especially in the Revision) repeats the teaching of last Sunday’s

losson, that our Lord’s ““word" is the means of moral cleansing and sanctification,
consistently presents Jesus as preéminently The One

Verse 18: John

Sent from God (see John 3, 17, and in this chapter see

verses 3, 8, 21, 23, 25). Verse 19: If we read ““consecrate’ here instead of ‘“sanctify ” the verse points
directly, with verse 13 of our last lesson, to our Lord’s death for us, Verses 21 and 23 and John 10, 88

should be studied together, Verse 23: Read * may be perfected into one ” |

nstead of “may be made perfect

inone”; the Father's love is assured in John 16, 27. Verso 24: “1desire ” instead of * | will.”  Verse 25:
That the righteousness of God is involyed in the forgiveness of sins 1s intimated in1John 1. 9. Verse 26:
“‘made known” instead of “declared.” Observe all changes of tense made by the Revision. Even the

slightest modification is of importance to the teache

r (not necessarily to the pupil), The ‘“spiral move-

ment " noted in the prologue to John's gospel (John 1. 1-18) is traceable in this passage also. Follow the
words “ world,” “sanctify,” “ one,” ¢ glory,” and “lovedst” in their repetitions,

V. A Simple Analysis of the Lesson Pussage: Without close study of verses 1-14 this passage cannot be
properly understood. Verse 14 shows that, in proportion to the Christliness of the Christian the worldly

spirit will hate him,

1. Jesus Prays that We shall be Kept Apart from the World (verses 15-19). (a) Our thaes are in God’s
hands—he “takes" or ‘“‘keeps.” (b) We are to be kept for a while from heavenly bliss (verse 15) because
we have been sent here on a mission (verse 18). (¢) We are to be kept from moral evil, from Satan and all

his forces. Nothing but moral evil is really evil (verse 15), (d) The Christian spirit is essentially different
from the spirit of the world : shown 8o to be by Jesus's life and’ by the lives of his true followers (verse 16),

(¢) We are to be sanctified, that i8, consecrated, s

t apart for holy purposes; this is to bhe done “in the

truth,” (f) God’s Word (and therefore Christ’s teaching) is essentially truth (verse 17).  (g) Christ was sent
toen ble the world to understand God ; we are sent to enable the world to understand Christ (verse 18).
(h) Our Lord consecrated himself for our sakes so that we may be entirely consecrated to God, in truth,

2. Jesus Prays that We shall be Kept in Unity (verses 20-23). (a) His prayer is for his disciples through
all the ages (verse 20). (b) His prayer is ‘“ that they may all be one,” (They eannot be one in time, nor one
in place, nor one in opinion, but they may be one in spirit.) (¢) As God was in Christ directing his words
and shaping his deeds, so Christ is ready to dwell in us and carry us in_his heart (verse 21), (d) The world

will recognize this unity of soul and be persuaded by us to believe on Jesus (verse 21 )
Lord’s consecration shall be sharers of his glory (verse 22),

(¢) Sharers in our
(f) Christians should be “one,” a8 God and

Christ are one (verse 22). (y) This unity of spirit makes the church perfeet and convinees the world of the
truth of Christ’s gospel and the reality of the Father's love,
3. Jesus Prays that Christian Unity may Extend from Farth to Heaven (verses 24-26). (a) He recog-

nizes that we are God’s gift to him (verse 24). (b) He prays that we may be with him where he is (Caly

ary,

Paradise, Heaven), (¢) He leans on the eternal love of the Father (verse 24). (d) God is our “* righteouns
Father.” (e) Jesus was at this time the one person in all the world who thoroughly understood God,
(/) The “twelve " did not thoroughly understand Jesus, but they knew that God had sent him (verse 25),
(g) To his disciples our Lord revealed divine truth as fully as they conld receive it, (h) He asks that they
may be blesscd by the eternal love of God and the eternal presence of Christ in their hearts.

The Junior Grade,
[For pupils from nine to twelve years inclusive,
Each pupil, if possible, should be supplied with a
copy of the Intermediate Quarterly. ]

Preparing the Lesson,

For the Lesson Material and Study Material for
the Teacher see paragraph on GENERAL PREPARA-
T0rY WoRK above,

llustrative material: 1 To-day our Lord
prays for us thut we all may be one. Go toa

iano and strike an octave (or, if & piano is
yond reach, refer to it). Two C's, with sev-

eral notes between them, muke one sound when
struck together, a sound which is called unigon,
We are to be in unison with each other and
with Him. 2 The picture on page 417 of this
r]mmbar of the BANNER, emphasizes the prayer of
Jesus,

Getting Ready : In studying the lesson passages
follow the Sin:};le Analysis given above, and fit it
into the Lord’s Prayer. This will furnish a
framework familiar to the pupils.

Teaching the Lesson,

Suggestions for Developing the Outline : The
Lord Jesus prays that we may be kept from
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evil; kept in purity, and kept on earth for
heavenly joy. Compare the LESSON STATE-
MENT.  Set the pupils at work to trace in the
lesson passage correspondences to our Lord's
Prayer, Take clause by clause, and help them
to find how mueh of the prayer which our Lord
gave to us as a model for our praying can be
reconstructed from this lesson passage, For
example-

L. "Our Father, who art in heaven.” Jesus
never forgets that God is “Father,” What does
he teach concerning our heavenly Father in
verse in verse 247 in verse 20?2 IHow can
the Father be in him and he in the Father?
Explain how a boy is in his human father's
heart, and the father in his heart, God's sweet-
est name is “Father,

2. “Hallowed be thy name,” IHow can we
hallow or reverence God's name? How ean we
disgrace our family name or bring eredit to it?
Jesus declared God's name by his good words
and dee No should we,

3. “T'hy kingdom come, thy will be done,
Wherever goodness is, there is the kingdom of
heaven.  God sent Jesus, and he has sent us,
to spread goodness far and wide (verse 18). We
are doing God's will when we love him and love
one another,

4. Verses 16, 21, 23, 25 show what “on earth
as it is in heaven™ means,

5. “Give us this day our daily bread” is the
one petition omitted from this passage, but not
quite omitted either, for our Lord's word (verse
17) is the daily bread of our souls.

6. “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
them that tresp against us.,” This is in har-
mony with verse 21,

7. “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.,” Verses 15 and 24,

. “Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory.” Verses 22 and 24,

9. And if we wish to complete the Lord's
Prayer, “forev " is matched by the

roand ever”
love of God for Jesus and for us from before the
“foundation of the world"—a never-ending love,

0. Enough time should be saved for the
Golden Text. Last Sunday when we were here
Jesus in heaven was praying for us. All week,
every day, while we studied and played, and
every night while he slept, he was praying for
us. Now he is praying for us. Let the class
recite in whispers the Golden Text.

The Intermediate Grade

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years,
inclusive. ~ Kach pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a copy of the Senior anrlurli'.
the IMermediate Quarterly, or the Berean Leaf.]
Preparing the Lesson, .

For the Lesson Material and Stady Material
for the Teacher see note on GENERAL PREPARA-
ToRY WokK above,
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Illustrative Material: Never use an illustra-
tion where the truth can be plainly taught with-
out it.  Verse 156: Ulysses, Orpheus and the
Sirens, Bodies and Wings, Paragraphs 2 and 4,
page 387, Verse 17: The unmined gold of Holy
Scripture (Beecher), page 887, Verse 21: The
strands of a steel rope, puge 388, Verses 21-23 .
Paragraphs 6, 7, and 8, pages 387, 388,
Constructing the Lesson.,

See note on GENERAL DPREPARATORY WORK,
above, and Worb Stunies for Connecting Links.
Encourage and praise the readers of the Daivy
Binte ReADINGS. Lesson Plan: Jesus prays
for us (to whom he refers as “them™) that we
may be, 1. Kept from the evil of this world
verses 10-10, 2. Kept in unity, v
3. Kept in this world for heaye
(Compare Tue LessoN St
Teaching the Lesson.

Suggestions for Developing the Outline: In
troduction : T'he formal conseeration (sanetifien
tion) of the Iebrew priests points straight to
the spiritual consecration (sanctification) of
this lesson (verses 17-20). Describe that part
of the ceremony enjoined in Lov, 8, 22.24, The
blood of the ram was used as a symbol of abso
lute d.v\'ulmn to God.  On the previous day
Aaron’s ear belonged to himself, and he might
listen to what he pleased. When the ram's
blood was put upon it all men understood tha
Aaron’s ear thenceforth belonged to God ; it was
to listen to God's messages. 8o with his hand
the moment the blood touched it, it was to o
only God's work, 8o with his foot, thenceforth
to go only on God's errands. We, ns Christinns,
are as truly set apart for God as were the old
priests. — Our ears, and eyes, and hands, anl
feet belong to God.  The prayer of Jesus in
cludes three petitions,  Ask ench pupil to write
on the pad:

FROM EVI1
OUR LORD ) y
TOBE INUNITY
PRAYS FOR!

FOR HEAVEN

We are assured (verse 20) that them means us;
and we know that neither the world nor Satan
can keep prayers from being answered, Wo
ourselves are the only beings in the universe
who can _prevent the answer, We should he
able in sincerity (in Bible words, “by faith")
to write on our pads: i

FROM EVIL.

THE LORD Keeps US* IN MUTUAL LOVE.

’ FOR HEAVEN,

Can we not make this lesson practically help-
ful to each of us by promising: I Will

= God’s Help{ v ov

REACH HEAVEN,

Home Work for Pupils.
Advance Work : Urge the reading of the Home
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Readings day by day, and personally ask each
pupil to copy from the Intermediate Quarterly
the simple Lesson Plan, for next Sunday, and to
read over the lesson passage with that plan in
mind,

Review Work : Give out the three Writing
Tablet questions of the Senior Quarterly
for to-day, and ask for written answers next
Sunday.

1he Senfor Grade

[ For pupils above the age of seventeen, Kach
pupil, if possible, should be supplied with a
copy of the Senior Quarterly,)]

The three petitions of our lesson passage :
Sanetified, unified, glorified,

1. Obviously the surest way to separate any-
one from the world is to take him out of it (Isa,

1), but Jesus I'Xrl'l‘N.‘ll\' excludes this from
his prayer. 1is followe are to be in the
world, but not of the world. "o “sanctify"”
means (1) to consecrate ; to set apart for holy
uses s (2) to make holy. Numlnx\' is an illustra-
tion of both sorts of sanctification, It is *“the
holy day™ because it is set apart for holy pur-
poses; in that sense it is sanctified already : but
we sanctify it to God's glory when by our be-
havior we keep it holy.  The Lord Josus was
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absolutely holy, and therefore sanctified already
in the second sense, He voluntarily sanctified
himself in the first sense also, for our sakes;
consecrated his life to our salvation. We are
50 constituted that we are either sanctified in
both senses or in neither. In human experience
the first brings the second,

2. The Lord Jesus prays for our unity (a) to
an astonishing degree—""even as We are one
(where, then, do church quarrels come in?)
(b) with an astonishing result—the conversion
of the world (verse 21); (why, then, is the
world not converted?) (¢) How can we get
that unity? "The answer is in verse 21: “One
in us.”  As the spokes of a wheel do not touch
one another, but are united by being fixed in a
common center; as the similarity of leaves and
fruit and branches arises from' their growing
out of one stem; as when steel dust cleaves to
the magnet each particle of it cleaves to the
others—so the Christian’s love for Christ draws
them together in love to each other, (Stock.)

3. Our Lord prays for our glorificatic with
him. The great German expositor, Dr. Stier,
calls verse “our Lord’s last will and testa:
ment.”  We are heirs of God, joint heirs with
Christ,

The Responsive Review
1. What was Christ’s prayer for himself to the Father? © Father, glovify thy Son.”” 2. For whom did
Christ pray on the last night of his life?  For all who should believe on him., 3. From what did he pray that
they might be kept?  From the evil one, 4, What did he ask for them? 7hat they all might be one,

The Church Catechism.

38, What is entire sanctification 1 Entire sanctification is the attainment of fully consec
upon the exercise of faith in Christ as Saviour from all sin, and consists in loving (lod’;vlthnnll gl‘:'fgo:::{f”n:‘:.rl”

mind, and strength, and our neighbor a4 ourselves.
1 Thessalonians 5. 25,

LESSON VIII. Jesus Before Pilate
GOLDEN TEXT. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. John 18, 37.
AUTHORIZED VERSION

[ Read John 18)

| Commit to memory verses 37, 38)

John 18. 28-40

28 Then led they Je'sus from Ca’in-phas unto
the hall of judgment: and it was early; and
they lhonmn-i)\'s-u went not into the judgment
hall, lest they should be defiled ; but that they
might eat the passover.

20 Pi'late then went out unto them, and said,
What accusation bring ye agninst this man?

30 They answered and said unto him, If he
were not a malefactor, we wounld not have de-
livered him unto thee,

A1 Then said Pi'late unto them, Take ye him,
and judge him according to your law. The
Jows therefore said unto him, Tt is not lawful
for us to put any man to death :

32 That the saying of Je'sus might be ful-
filled, which he spake, signifying what death he
should die.

[May 21

RevisEp VERrsion,*

28 They lead Jesus therefore from Caiaphas
into the Pretorium : and it was early ; and they
themselves entered not into the Pratorium, that
they might not be defiled, but might eat the
passover. 20 Pilate therefore went out unto
them, and saith, What accusation bring ye
against this man? 30 They answered and said
unto him, If this man were not an evil doer, we
should not have delivered him up unto thee,
31 Pilate therefore said unto them, Take him
yourselves, and judge him according to your
law. The Jews said unto him, It is not lawful
for us to put any man to death: 32 that the
word of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake,
signifylng by what manner of death he should
die. :

y ;The lccvh; Version, copyrizgﬁ 1901, by Thomas Nelson
& Sons.
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33 Then Pi'late entered into the judgment
hall again, and ealled Je'sus, and said unto him,
Art thou the King of the Jews?

34 Je'sus answered  him, Sayest thou this
thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me?

306 Pi'late answered, Am 1 a Jew? Thine
own nation and the chief priests have delivered
thee unto me : what hast thou done?

36 Je'sus answered, My Kkingdom is not of
this world : if my kingdom were of this world,
then would my servants fight, that 1 should not
be delivered to the Jews: but now is my king-
dom not from hence,

37 Pi'late therefore said unto him, Art thou
a king then? Je'sus answered, Thou sayest
that 1 am a king. To this end was 1 born, anc
for this cause came 1 into the world, that |
should bear witness unto the trath.  Every one
that is of the truth heareth my voice,

38 Pi'late saith unto him, What is trath?
And when he had said this, he went out again
unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in
him no fault at all.

39 But ye have a custom, that I should re-
lease unto you one at the passover: will ye
therefore that I release unto you the King of
the Jews?

40 Then eried they all agnin, saying, Not
this man, but Ba-rab’bas.  Now Ba-rab’bas was
a robber,

Time.— Friday, April 7, A, D, 30, Place.—

Jerusalem.
Home Readings
M. Jesus betrayed, John 18, 1-14,
Twu. Before the high priest. John 18, 15-27,

[May 21

33 Pilate therefore entered again into the
Prictorium, and ealled Jesus, and said unto him,
Art thon the King of the Jews? 34 Jesus an-
swered, Sayest thou this of thyself, or did others
tell it thee erning me? 356 Pilate answered,
Am 1 a Jew? "Thine own nation and the chief
priests delivered thee unto me: what hast thou
done? 3G Jesus answered, My kingdom is not
of this world: if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight, that |
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now
is my kingdom not from hence, 37 Pilate there
fore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus
answered, Thou sayest that 1 am a king. To
this end have 1 been born, and to this end am 1
c#me into the world, that I should bear witness
unto the trath.  Every one that is of the truth
heareth my voice. 38 Pilate saith unto him,
What is truth?

And when he had said this, he went out again
unto the Jews, and saith unto them, 1 find no
crime in him. 39 But ye have a cnstom, that
I should release unto you one at the passover
will ye therefore that 1 release unto you the
King of the Jews? 40 They eried out therefore
again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas
Now Barabbas was a robber,

W. Jesus Before Pilate, John 18, &
Th. The accusation. Luke 23, 1
F.  Pilate troubled, John 19, 1
N, Despised and rejected. Matt, 27, 15-26,
8. Christ our Example. 1 Pet, 2, 20-25.

40,

The Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 80,
What could your Redeemer do,
More than he hath done for yout
To procure your peace with God,
Could he more than shed his blood 1

New Canadian Hymnai, No. 83.
Art thou weary, heavy ladent
Art thou sore distrest !
**Come to me," saith One, “and coming,
Be at rest.”

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 98,

Depth of mercy, can there be
Mercy still reserved for me 1
Canmy God his wrath forbear?

Questions for Senior Scholars

About what time was Jesus seized by his ene-
mies in the garden of Gethsemane? To what
dignitary was he first taken? What relation-
ship had Annas to Caiaphas? What was the
name of the supreme legal body of the Jewish
commonwealth?  Was Jesus tried before the
Sanhedrin?  When the high priest asked Jesus
if he were the Christ, what did he answer?
What was the verdiet of the Sanhedrin? What
was their sentence? Why did they not execute
it? Why did they bring Jesus from Caiaphas to
Pilate’s hall of judgment? What had they at-
tempted to establish in their investigation?
See Mark 14. 55-64. When Pilate asked them
what accusation they brought, what was their
answer? How could they afford to be imperti-
nent to Pilate? What crushing confession did

Pilate compel them to make? What accusation
did they make of Jesus to Pilate? Luke 23. 2.
How did Pilate attempt to avoid testing this
case on its own merits? Luke 23. 6, 7. What
did Pilate say as to the weight of the accusa
tion? Luke 23. 14, What caused Pilate to ask
the question of verse 337 How did Jesus asseri
that he was a king? What was his kingdom, if
not of this world? Give some illustrations from
the Saviour's teachings of what this king
is like? Who are to be the subjects of this k 1
dom? Who was the robber who figured in this
scene? Luke 23. 19. How came this man to be
mentioned at all? Who established the custom
to which allusion is made in Matt. 27. 157 Why
did Pilate give the alternative he did? What
was his deliberate judgment concerning Jesus?
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Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. What Accusation? (v, ) Who led
Jesus to the hall of judgment? Where was this
hall? Why did the Jows stay outside the hall?
What question did Pilate ask of (he Jews?  Did
they say at once what they had against Josun?

2. Art Thou a King? (v, 33-40.) What ques-

tion did Pilate ask when he returned to the hall
of judgment?  Had the Jews snid that Jesus
declared he was a king? How did Jesus answer
him?  How did Pilate show that he had no in-
terest in the affair?  Was Jesus a king? Of
what kingdom does he spenk ?

Questions for Younger Scholars

Where did the high priest’s servants find
Jesus?  What was he doing there? Where did
they first take him? What was done to him
thare?  Where was he taken in the morning?
Did Pilate want to judge Jesus? Why? Did
he care for the Jewish religion and lnw ¥ Why?
Because he was a Roman. Could he find any-

thing against Jesus? What did the Jews want?
What question did Pilate ask Jesus?  Did
Jesus's words please him?  What did Jesus tell
Pilate about his kingdom? Can you remember
and repeat some of his words? What was
Pilate’s last question? What did he say to the
Jews?  What did the Jews want bim to do?

Library References

Tuw TRIAL oF Cugisr.—Stalker, Jay The
Trial and Death of Christ, Innes, A. Taylor,
The T'rial of Jesus Christ, a legal monograph,
Chapman, Robert C., Legalized Wrong. Sidley,
The Bilence of Jesus. Greenleaf, The Testi-
mony of the Evangelists (Appendix). The
Lives of Christ.

Preare.~—The books above and the following :
Graetz, History of the Jews, vol. ii, pp. 138-140,
171 Bwald, History of Israel (Index). Moul-
ton, Visions of Rin, p, 187, Duruy, History of
Rome, vol. ii, pp. 282-235 ; vol, iv, pp. 151, 493 ;
vol. v, p. 114,  Merivale, History of the Ro-
mans, vol. v, p. 270. Stapfer, Palestine in the

The Lesson

Our lesson passage presents Jesus Christ as
the spiritual King, the rightful ruler of human
hearts. He is prosecuted by the chief priests
of Jerusalem, whose hatred is due to his recog-
nition of his spirituality. He is sentenced by
Pilate, whose wavering is largely due to his in-
ability to recognize spirituality—his failure to
understand for what Jesus stood and for what
the Jewish authorities hated him. . -

I. The Religious Rulers of This World
(verses 28-32),

Strange to say, the men who led Jesus from
Cainphas to Pilate (verse 38) were religious
men. Saturated witie the spirit of this world,
with hearts full of hatred to all who opposed
them, they nevertheless were scrupulous adher-
ents of their religious ritual. They worshiped
“the God of things as they are.” "o touch the
belongings of a Gentile would ritualistically be-
smirch them and unfit them for the sacred fes-
tival in which they were about to engage ; so
they refused to enter Pilate's judgment hall
(verse 18;. They dared to be impudent to him
(verse 30), for he had a bad reputation, and a

Time of Christ, pp, 77-79, 419, 475, Josephus,
Works (Standard Edition), vol, iii, pp. 146.
152, 482,

SERMONS ON Tug LEsson

Verse 28.—Bush, J., Modern Thoughts on
Ancient Stories, p. 156,  Verse 33.—Tholuck,
Light from the Cross, p. 167, Verse 36.—Saurin,
James, Sermons, vol, il, p. 210, Mozley, Uni-
versity Sermons, p, 1. Verse $7.—Davies, 8.,
Sermons, vol, i, p. 172, Deems, O, Sermons,
p. ™. Burrell, D, J., Spirit of the Ages, p. 61,
Thompson, Christian Manliness, p. 1. Verse 38,
~Tholuck, Light from the Cross, p. 56,

Statement

conspiracy to remove him was already well under
way.  But Pilate meots sneer with sneer, and
forces the “Je to confess that the Romans
had deprived them of the power of self-govern-
ment (ve 31). The Jews had no capital
punishment which “lifted up” men (John 12.
32) 5 erucifixion was vhurn(-h-risli('ully a Roman
form of punishment and the evangelist recog-
nizes in this a fulfillment of our Lord’s words,
. The King of a Kingdom Not of This
World (verses 33-37). y
Pilate had a perplexing case on his hands
(verse 33). A king of the Jews who was not a
rebel against Rome he could not easily under-
stand. A King whose kingdom was not of this
world (verse 36) was quite unthinkable, for
Pilate knew of no other world. He is at first
dixlumml to regard the Jgum«tinn as one of Jewish
technicalities (verse 30), but treats Jesus with
less contempt than he shows to the priests them-
selves,  Our Lord explains that his kingdom is
supported not by soldiers and police (verse 36),
but by spiritual forces. “God is Spirit,” and
his kingdom is a spiritual kingdom. The mis-
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sion of its King is to bear witness to the trutk  lofty mission as that which our Lord declares
(verse 87) ; those who seek the truth find him.  to be his breaks no law, Hebrew or Roman:
111. A Seculo~ Ruler of This World (versex  and Pilate can find no fault with him, and so
38-40). reports to the Jews (verse 38). The Jews, how-
What is TRUTH ilate knows truth only as  ever, prefer the liberation of Barabbas, and so
an abstraction (verse 38). Clearly such a Jesus is delivered to be crucified.

The Lesson Word Stu'diu

NoTE.—The Word Studies for this lesson are based on the text of the Revised Version.

TrE Dn or SUFFERING.—It was doubtless near midnight when Jesus, in company with *the Eleven,”

h d retreat of Geth on the side of Olivet. Here it was that’all the agony of that
dread day ot untold physical pain and mental anguish, the dawn of which was already near at hand, was
lived through in anticipation, when Jesus, going a little apart from his disciples, wrestled alone in agonizing
prayer. Then, the last complete surrender of himself in obedience to the will of the Father having been
made and the strengthening vision of ministering angels received, Jesus went forth in the majesty of that
unfaltering poise of his divine-human personality—victorious in the midst of apparent defeat—to meet his

g
3
4
&
[
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betrayer and death.

The betrayal and arrest took place in the garden sometime between midnight and dawn (Matt. 26.

47-56 and parallel p ). Then foll

the Sanhedrin (John 18, 12-27; Matt. 26. 57 to 27. 10, and parallel p

1 the trial betore the Jewish authorities, Annas, Caiaphas, and

), With the a ying inci-

dents of Peter’s denial, and the repentance and suicide of Judas. It was still early morning when the chief
priests with the elders and scribes and the whole council ** bound Jesus, and carried him away, and deliv-

ered him up to Pilate” (Mark 15. 1).

Verse 28. They—The whole company of
Jewish priests, elders, and scribes who had gath-
ered at the first trial before Caiaphas (comp.
Luke 23. 1).

Caiaphas—According to Josephus, the full
name was Joseph Caiaphas. He was son of
Annas, high priest of the Jews A. D. 7-14,
himself appointed to the office of high priest by
the Roman governor Valerius Gratus, the pred-
ecessor of Pontius Pilate.

Pretorium—The palace in which the gov-
ernor or procurator of a province lived. The
Preetorium at, Jerusalem was the magnificent

alace which Herod the Great had built for

imself. The word meant originally the head-
quarters in a Roman camp, the tent of the com-
mander in _chief.

Be defiled—Become ceremonially unclean
by entering a Gentile’s house from which all
leaven had not been removed in preparation for
the passover.

ight eat the passover—The regularly
appointed time for the eating of which must

* thus have been still in the future. (Comp.

note page 330, April SuNpAy ScHooL Bax-
New )

29. Pilate—The procurator (that is, col-
lector of Roman revenue invested with judicial
power) of Judea, Samaria, Idumsa. His offi-
cial residence was at Cesarea; but at the time
of the Jewish feasts he usually went up to Jeru-
salem. Ile was appointed to office A. D. 25 or
26. Summoned to Rome to answer charges of
undue cruelty to his Samaritan subiects several
years after the death of Jesus, he suddenly dis-
appears from aunthentic historic records. Ac-
cording to early tradition, he committed suicide

at Rome during the early part of the reign of
Caligula.

30. Evil doer—Thus literally in the Greek,
xakdy woidv (kakdv, cvil, and mouw, to do).
Subsequently they accused Jesus of conspir-
ing against the Roman authorities, which,
had the charge been true, would have enlisted
their friendship and support rather than their
opposition and hatred. Note the evasiveness
and insolence of the answer,

31. Take him yourselves—Pilate's ju-
dicial power was supreme except in cases of
Roman citizens, who might appeal to the em-
peror. Matters wrmmmg to the Jewish re-
ligion, however, the Sanhedrin was permitted
to determine, and in case of trial to fix penal-
ties, with the exception of the death penalty,
which they were not permitted to execute with-
out sanction of the Roman authorities. This
sanction to execute the death penalty, already
determined upon among themselves, the Jews
seem in this case to have expected from Pilate
without further delay.

32. The word . . . signifying by what
manner of death he should die—The word
recorded in Matt. 20, 18, 19: “The Son of man
shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto
the scribes, and they shall condemn him to
death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles to
mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him."
Crucifixion as a method of capital punishment
was contrary to Jewish law, but was the com-
mon method employed by the Romans.

. Art thou—The emphasis is upon the
prononn The appearance of Jesus did not sug-
gest royalty,

The King of the Jews—Pilate’s question
upon closer examination seems to imply that
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he appreciated fully the whole situation., The
use of the definite article before King (Gr.
& Pacheds, “the” king) must not be overlooked,
Pilate knew of the Messianic expectations of
the Jews, and also that Jesus claimed to be
their promised Messiah. He moreover *per-
ceived that for envy the chief priests had de-
Jivered him up” (Mark 15. 10). Hence the sub-
tle irony of his question is directed against the
accusers of Jesus as well as against the pris-
oner of unpretentious appearance himself. It
is a Roman governor’s sarcastic reference to the
presumptuous expectations and haughty spirit
of a subject people, as well as to the exalted
claims of the man who stood before him a help-
less prisoner.

34. Sayest thou this of thyself—Words
not of a helpless dependent, but of an equal and
superior. It is Pilate before Jesus, a provincial
governor before *‘the King,” rather than the
reverse. Jesus with dignity and poise worthy
of royalty ignores the irony and the sneer of
the inquirer, and asks, “Art thou interested of
thy own accord to know the truth concerning
my claim, or art thou but repeating what thou
hast_heard from others?” y

5. Am I a Jew—The question of Jesus
placed Pilate in a predicament as awkward as
that in which on another occasion “the chief
priests and elders” were placed by his question
concerning the baptism of John (comp. Matt.
21, 24-26). By either of the possible alternative
answers Pilate would have associated himself
in one way or another with the Jews, against
whom the sarcasm of his first question was
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directed. For a moment, therefore, he is angry,
resents the construction put by Jesus upon his
former question, then hastily changes the form
of his original inquiry to a simple and straight-
forward What hast thou done?

36. My kingdom—Jesus proves himself
complete master of the situation by holding his
inquisitor to the original form of the question,
and proceeds to explain the true nature of his
kingdom. Pilate is forced into an attitude of
respect, and listens,

37. To this end—To establish in the world
a kingdom not of this world,

Have I been borm,...am I come—
Both perfects (yeyévwmpar . . . ANjAvBa) describe

Christ’s birth (that is, his having allied him-
self with humanity) and coming not merely as
historical facts, but as abiding in their results.
e truth—Jesus identifies truth, that is,
absolute, ultimate truth, with the kingdom
which he had come to establish.
Every one that is of the truth—REvery
citizen of the kingdom of truth.

8. What is truth—Pilate’s life and
habit of thought were not in harmony with the
spirit of truth and of Christ's kingdom. Hence
he failed to comprehend the words of Jesus, and
having failed, he seeks to end the conversation
by what is rather a skeptical remark than a
serious question. He did not expect an answer.

40. Barabbas—LEvidently a well known
criminal, since he alone is mentioned. The men
who later were crucified with Jesus are not sug-
gested (comp. Matt, 26, 55).

The Lesson Exposition

PrecEDING EVENTS

The lesson begins with what is known as the
civil trial of Jesus, as distinguished from the
ecclesiastical trial that immediately preceded
it We should review the events which went
before the trial of Jesus at Pilate’s tribunal.
These events may be put in the following order :
1. Jesus was arrested in the garden of Gethsem-
ane not far from midnight, and brought into
the city, being brought first before Annas, the
father-in-law of the high priest. 2. From Annas
he was sent to Caiaphas, the legal high priest,
with whom were gathered informally members
of the council, who examine, question, and con-
demn him. 3. During this examination the
three denials by Peter took place. 4. At a later
hour, probably about daybreak, the Sanhedrin
again assembled to formally reaffirm its verdiet,
and arrange for presenting the case to Pilate.
5 It was about six o'clock when they took
Jesus and presented him before Pilate and
asked for his confirmation of their verdict that
the prisoner should be put to death. It is at
this point that the lesson proper begins.

THE PRISONER

Throughout this trial the Prisoner holds the
position of commanding interest. We are im-
pressed with the dignity and calmness of his
bearing. There is not the slightest sign of fear
manifested by him at any moment, He is the
only thoroughly self-possessed one that we see
through those hours of stress and tumult. It
grows upon us as we follow him that he was
really the master rather than the vietim of the
circumstances in which he was placed. He was
the only one of all who took part in the pro-
ceedings of that day who knew the meaning of
what was being done. To him it was perfectly
clear. And this remarkable thing appears as
the tragedy unfolds, that Jesus was not seeking
to escape from the hands of his enemies, but
rather seeking to let them have their way. They
had determined upon his death, and he had
chosen to die. The motive of his enemies in
desiring to put him to death was to gratify their
hate ; while his motive in desiring to die was to
make an atoning sacrifice for the sin of the
world. His death was voluntary. He had pre-
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viously declared that no man had power to take
hiv life from him, that he had power to lay it
down and power to take it again. Ie had made
it clear to the officers who came to arrest him
that they could not take him against his will,
When that was done he surrendered himself
into their hands. And before the Sanhedrin he
had made no defense, but both by his answers
and by his silence had made more certain his
condemnation. Ie was not seeking to escape,
but he was directing everything to the end that
he should not escape.

Tue I'ROSECUTORS

The prosecutors of Jesus were the chief
priests and rulers of the Jews. We know the
spirit that actuated them. They hated Jesus
with an inveterate hatred; and they hated him
because his life and his teachings condemned
them. Ie had not spared them in his public
teachings, but had laid bare their hypoerisy.
We have seen how Christ's greatest miracles
not only failed to convince them of the truth
of his claims, but only intensified their hatred,
There under their very eyes he had performed
three notable miracles—the healing of the im-
potent man at the pool of Bethesda, the restora-
tion of sight to the man born blind, and the
raising of Lazarus from the dead. But the re-
sult was that they both hated him and the sub-
jects of his miracles. We have seen how they
conspired with Judas to effect the arrest of
Jesus under circumstances favorable to their
designs, and how they had hired witnesses to
bear false testimony concerning him. The spirit
of murder had been in their hearts for a long
while. They had simply Dbeen waiting the op-
portunity to carry out their purpose. They had
indeed again and again sought to put Jesus to
death, but until now his “hour” had not yet
come, Jesus fixed that hour, not they; and
when the time for his death came he saw to it
that he should die not by the violence of a mob,
but by the decree of the nation represented
by its rulers.

Tue CHARGES

In the so-called trial before the Sanhedrin
the charges preferred against Jesus were of an
ecclesiastical character. He was accused of
blasphemy, of speaking against Moses, of de-
claring lhl_\t if the temple were destroyed he
could rebuild it in three days, of claiming to be
the Son of God. These were not the serious
things in the minds of the rulers. What really
rankled in their hearts were the things which
he had said in condemnation of their spirit and
practices. Of these ecclesiastical charges some
were wholly false, some were misconstructions
of his words, and the last, that he claimed to be
the Son of God, was true. That he openly
acknowledged on the solemn demand of the high
priest. If the claim were false, of course it
would have been blasphemy. But Jesus de-
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clared that he spoke the truth, and he had given
abundant evidence of the truth of his claim.
When the case was carried before Pilate the
charges were necessarily modified. First the
accusers sought to avoid a trial altogether, ask-
ing Pilate simply to confirm their verdict and
authorize the crucifixion of Jesus. When that
was refused, they brought forward a political
charge, namely, that Jesus claimed to be the
king of the Jews. The ecclesiastical charge was
only mentioned to Pilate in petulancy and anger
when, after his examination of Jesus on the

. first charge, Pilate had declared, “I find no fault

in him.”
Toe Junee

Pilate was a Roman, and so, as to religion,
a heathen. But there were noble Romans. Of
one such Jesus had said, “I have not found so
great faith, no, not in Israel” (Luke 7. 9). The
Roman centurion, Cornelius, was another such
(Acts 10. 1), and two of the noble type appear
in connection with Paul (Acts 23, 18; 27. 43).
And Roman history tells us of many examples
of men of lofty character, just, and honorable,
and brave. But Pilate was not a Roman of the
noble sort. Neither can we justly regard him
as belonging to the meanest sort. He was per-
haps simply an average type of the Roman
courtier and politician of his day, having fear
only of the emperor at Rome, greedy of gain,
and guided always by self-interest, yet when
these factors were not involved having some-
thing of the dignity of the traditional Roman
character. What we said in notes on this les-
son in this magazine six years ago, while severe,
we still think is just:

“SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE”

That clause in the universal creed of Chris-
tendom passes the name of the Roman governor
down to eternal infamy. When he consented to
the death of Christ that day he thought it an in-
cident that would soon "be forgotten, little
dreaming that this was the one act by which
he would be known to future ages, and that the
curse of having ordered the erucifixion of the
one sinless man who has ever lived in this world
would cling to him to the end of time. Ile sat
in_judgment upon Jesus; the heavens sat in
judgment upon him. He was weak and he was
wicked, e entered upon the great trial in a
spirit of petulaney: he was vacillating, and
moved by a tortuous instead of a straight line;
he stood in awe of the dignity of the great Pris-
oner, yet resented his nrle-n('e: seven times he

pronounced Jesus innocent, yet he ordered him
to be cruelly scourged, permitted him to be
grossly maltreated, and finally surrendered him
to be crucified. He used Jesus in his small play
of politics by sending him to Herod, permitted
his convictions as a_judge to be drowned by the
bellowing of the mob, and quailed like a coward
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given before the threat that his own conduct would be  a lamb to the wolves, and sought to put the en-
laim, impeached at Rome. Ie washed his hands in  tire responsibility for the murder upon a mobh
¢ the theatrical protestation of innocence of the blood which his soldiers could have swept from the
t the of a man whom he was about surrendering like  court in five minutes,

- ask-

e THE LESSON PRAYER

itical Our Father, help us to remember that the trial of Jesus is still in
L;::( progress; that Pilate, who stands for the spirit of this world, is still
\nger upon the judgment seat; and that the rulers of the Jews, who stand

1 the for selfishness and all evil passions, still cry out against him. For

fault

Jesus is still hated and persecuted, and false witness is borne against
him, and men yet are willing, for expediency or for gain, to deliver

o him to be crucified. Search us and try us, and make us to know on

Cof which side are our hearts in this great trial, giving us to see that the

d so selfishness and falseness of our lives are joining always in the cry for
T"l" Barabbas rather than Jesus, and that we are giving our voice for his
,:,‘,'.::,' condemnation if we are not willing to suffer with him. Amen.

43).

“'I"I“" The Lesson Coin Thoughts

able,

f the

him I The good have the best eyes for seeing good-
per- Jesus was before Pilate in the first century ; ness.

man he is before Pilatism in the twentieth. Vileness attracts the vile like carcasses the
fear Sometimes it is the criminal who sits on the  vultures, "

gain, judgment seat. Some people condemn themselves to call out
when The true judge may be tried as a criminal, the commendations of their friends, True piety
ome- The eyes of crime are apt to be blind to the  never goes on “dress parade.”

man truth about the criminal,
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You cannot expect justice from an unjust
judge,

A man's mind may be too false to know the
truth when it flashes before him.

It takes truth on the inside to see truth on
the outside,

11

The quality of my character hinges on my
choice concerning Christ,

What I shall do with Jesus here will decide
my destiny yonder,

Vacillation is no part of virtue nor valor.
Hesitant hearts do not beat in the breasts of
heroes,

The power of purpose is not in suddenly
plunging, but in steadily pushing. . .

. He cannot “walk in the light” who is unwill-
ing to do good deeds on dark days.

11

The Pharisees would not enter the “govern-
ment house” lest they be defiled, Moral defile-
ment is not in_houses, but in hearts,

It is easy for the guilty to bring “charges”
against the good.

The guilty are most cruel in condemnation
of their kind,

v

The soul's suggestions are the flash-light pie-
tures of its possibilities,

There is a double judgment—what man
thinks of God, and what God thinks of man,
God's thowghts about men are always true;
men's thoughts about God are often false,

Light may be reflected from our lives, or it
may be refracted—there is a difference,

_He who turns out the torch of truth leaves
his soul in the dark.
v

Pilate asked Jesus, “What is it that you have
done?” but if Christ had told him, Pilate was
unready to hear.

Christ does not speak to ears that close
against his speech,

All our conduct is the outcropping of choices.
Choices may become unconscious to the chooser.

The choices we make to-morrow will most re-
sult from the choices we make to-day.

A man may unconsciously stifle his con-
science,

Vi

The world’s greatest questions are to be set-
tled by the soul and not by the sword,

The supreme work of Jesus was to emphasize
the supremacy of the Spirit,
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The final tests of life are to be at the tribunal
of truth,

Men are always choosing between Jesus and
Barabbas,

Living is the permanent programme ; dying
is incidental.

He who can face the noonday need not fear
the sunset.

VIl

The kingdoms of this world are mostly ex-
tended by wickedness and war; the kingdom of
Christ is always extended by light and love,

[May 21

The kingdom of Christ is in this world, but
it is not of it,

All other kingdoms will some day be con-
quered by the kingdom of Christ.

The kingdoms of this world are short-lived ;
the kingdom of Christ is eternal, The kingdoms
of this world are limited by the finite ; the king-
dom of Christ is as illimitable as the Infinite,

The kingdoms of this world must decrease ;
the kingdom of Christ will increase,

The kingdom of Christ is internal and there-
fore cternal,

The Lesson Heart Talk

The angels who heralded his birth must have
looked with wonder upon this scene—the Lord
of heaven and earth before the judgment seat of
the governor of a little province of Rome!
What stupid arrogance and ignorance of mor-
tals! Weak and wicked men, whom one word
of his power could destroy, judged the Son of
God as a criminal,  The ibilities
of moral and spiritual blindness are appalling.
Utter darkness falls upon the mind that refuses
the light of God.

These very men who brought Jesus to Pilate
had often heard his gracious words. Some of
them had seen him weep for their hardness of
heart as he said, “O, if thou hadst known in
this thy day the things that belong to thy peace,
but now they are hid from thine eyes.” "It is
an awful thinf to become spiritually blind.

Pilate could find no fault with Jesus, but be-
cause he wished to make it easy for himself by
keeping favor with the Jews against his own
convictions he delivered him to them to be
crucified. The Jews hated Jesus because his
teachings cut to the core of their traditions and
their Pharisaic self-righteousness. Pilate saw
no reason to condemn him, but thought it better
for his own interests to do what they demanded.
Jew and Gentile alike were stone biind through
selfishness which curses human souls every-
where,

Suppose we bring the lesson home. The film
may be over our own eyes from the same cause.
The truth of Jesus often cuts us to the heart,

It goes into our self-will, our pride, our ambi-
tions, and we resist and resent it. We want
our own way; we will not have him to reign
over us. We are willing to accept the truth if
it does not interfere with our plans, but not if
it requires unconditional surrender of heart and
life, Like Pilate, we see no fault in Jesus. We
assent to his teachings, but to stand by them
always is not convenient; it interferes with
business, and with pleasure, and it sometimes
forfeits friendship. So we yield our convictions
and wash our hands of responsibility, Do we
see ourselves as in a mirror? Look steadily, do
not flinch, do not say it is some one else's re-
flection, not mine, It is safer to know the
truth about oneself before the blindness has
gone too far, There was a time when you had
clear convictions of duty, and sweet experiences
in a simple life of trust and obedience. ]hn
your “views have changed”; your convictions
are so weak they are easily set aside ; your own
convenience and what others say influence you
more than the will and words of Jesus, The
faithful Spirit tells you of your danger, You
are on the way to spiritual blindness. Tt is a
fearful risk. Selfishness has many forms. It
always hinders our seeing truth clearly. Only
Jesus, whose power and love shine through this
scene like royal gems, can destroy in us this
secret germ of death,

We see no fault in him at all, but the great
question is, will he at last find us “faultless in
the presence of his glory with exceeding joy"?

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1. This preliminary hearing [before Pilate]
was not, of course, of so grave an importance
as the final interview with the governor, and
hence it is not so popular an art subject. In
Duccio’s elaborate series at Siena, it comes in
due course, as of equal importance with the
other steps of the narration. Adhering con-
scientiously to the Gospel of Saint John, the
Sienese painter leaves the Jews just outside the
judgment hall—which is an open portico sup-

ported by slender pillars—while Pilate receives
the prisoner unattended save by his guard. The
Roman governor is seated at the left, on a low
platform, wearing as a sign of his nationality
the wreath of bay which is often seen in the
busts of the Roman emperors,

In Diirer'’s Little Passion, Christ's first ap-
pearance before Pilate was chosen by an un-
usual mark of preference, instead of the second
appearance, The moment, however, is not the
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private hearing, but the approach of the com-
pany. Pilate stands on his portico, in the back-
ground, having just come out to meet the peo-
ple. Our Lord is seen in profile, in the left
corner, entering the scene between two soldiers,
—Bstelle M. Hurll (Life of Our Lord in Art).

2. Verse 28. It is the way of all hypocrites
to be exceedingly conscientious about things con-
cerning which they really need have no scru-
ples; but for things of which they should make
scruple they keep an accommodating conscience,
—Hall.

3. Verse 36. “My kingdom is not of this
world.” It twines its blessings around all king-
doms, all circumstances; it is the flying bee,
clinging with quiet diligence to the fast-fading
flowers and their perishable glory, that it may
extract honey from them for its kingdom of the
future, creating, meanwhile, not the slightest
disturbance in the garden of the world, But it
is likewise the great power that in all the migra-
tions of nations, in great wars, and the ruins of
the kingdoms of the world, proves itself active
in advancing the eternal kingdom of peace.—
Braune.

4. Napoleon is reported to have said:
“Everything in Christ astonishes me. His spirit
overawes me, and his will confounds me., His
ideas and his sentiments, the truths which he
announces, his manner of convincing, are not
explained either by human observation or the
nature of things. His birth, and the history of
his life; the profundity of his doctrine, which
grapples the mightiest difficulties, and which is
of those difficulties the most admirable solution ;
kis gospel; his apparition; his empire; his
march across the ages and the realms—every-
thing is for me a prodigy, a mystery insoluble,
which plunges me into a reverie from which I
cannot escape—a mystery which is there before
my eyes, a mystery which I can neither deny
nor explain.”

5. Verse 87. The truth of Christ is true to
the unselfish; a falsehood to the selfish. They
that are of the truth, like him, hear his voice ;
and if you ask the Christian's proof of the
truth of such things, he has no other than this:
It is true to me, as any other intuition is true;
equals are equal, because my mind is so con-
stituted that they seem so perforce. Purity is
good, because my heart is so made that it feels
it to be good.—F. W. Robertson.

6. Verses 36-38,

Thou seemest human and divine,
The hlfhear. holiest manhood, thou :
Our wills are ours, we know not how ;
Our wills are ours, to make them thine,
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Our little systems have their day ;
They have their day and cease to be :
They are but broken lights of thee,

And, thou, O Lord, art more than they.

We have but faith: we eannot know ;
For knowledge is of things we see ;
And yet we trust it comes from thee,

A beam in darkness : let it grow,

Let knowledge grow from more to more,
But more of reverence in us dwell ;
That mind and soul. according well,

May make one music as before,

But vaster. We are fools and slight ;
We mock thee when we do not fear :
“But help thy foolish ones to bear;

Help thy vain worlds to bear thy light.

—Tennyson.
7. Verses 37, 38,
He cometh not a King to reign;
4 The world's long hope is dim :
'llu: weary centuries watch in vain
The clouds of heaven for him.,

Death comes ; life goes ; the asking eye
And ear are answerless ;

The grave is dumb ; the hollow sky
Is sad with silentness.

The letter fails, and systems fall,
And every symbol wanes :

The Spirit over-brooding all,
Eternal Love, remains,

And not for signs in heaven above
Or earth below they look,
Who knows with John his smile of love
With Peter his rebuke,
We faintly hear, we dimly see,
In differing phrase we pray ;
But, dim or clear, we own in Thee
The Light, the Truth, the Way.
s ~—Whittier,

Then to side with Truth is noble when we share
her wretched crust,

Ere her cause bring fame and profit, and 'tis
prosperous to be just;

Then it is the brave man chooses, while the
coward stands aside,
Doubting in his abject spirit, till his Lord is
crucified,
And the multitude make virtue of the faith they
had denied, —James Russell Lowell.
9. Verse 40. Loathing the innocent, they
loved the guilty, and cliimed the procurator’s
grace on behalf, not of Jesus of Nazareth, but
of a man who, in the fearful irony of circum-
stance, was also called Jesus—Jesus Bar-Abbas
—who not only was what they falsely said of
Christ, a leader of sedition, but also a robber
and a murderer. It was fitting that they, who
had preferred an abject Sadducee to their true
priest, and an incestuous Idumman to their
Lord and King, should deliberately prefer a
murderer to their Messiah.—Farrar,
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10.

Thou who condemnest Jewish hate,
For choosing Barabbas, a murderer,
Before the Lord of glory ;

[May 21

Look back upon thine own estate,
Call home thine eye (that busy wanderer)—
That choice may be thy story.

—Herbert,

The Lesson Illustrated

Verse 28. “Then led they Jesus.” Jesus
was being led, yet he was the leader. How
often that has happened in like manner to his
saints. Latimer and Ridley were led to the
stake to suffer death, but they did “light such a
candle as shall never be quenched.” Christ was
led to judgment and the cross but to fulfill his
own words, “And I, if I be lifted up, will draw
all men unto me.”

Verse 28. “Lest they should be defiled.”
These Jews had the same kind of religion as
that possessed by Tom Walker, as told by Irving
in his story “Tom Walker and the Devil.” He
always kept a Bible among the mortgages
which he was unjustly about to foreclose,

Verse 28. “There are a good many pious
people who are as careful of their religion as
of their best china, only using it on holy ocea-

sions, for fear it should get chipped or flawed
in workaday wear."—Douglas Jerrold.

Verse 28. “The hall of judgment.” It was
not the hall of justice. Read the thrilling ac-
counts of the sufferers in the Spanish Inquisi-
tion. They were taken to the hall of Jjudgment,
never to the hall of justice.

Verse 36. “My kingdom is not of this
world.,” A certain king of Navarre, who was
a Roman Catholic and bitter in his opposition
to the Protestant cause, had been speaking of
its downfall and how it would be brought about.
A celebrated Protestant replied, “Sire, it as-
suredly behooves the church of God, in whose
name I speak, to endure blows, and not strike
them; but may it please you also to remember

that it is an anvil that has worn out many ham-
mers."

The School of Practice

1. I can see that the rulers of the Jews hated Jesus because he had told them the t
unwilling to obey the truth. This shows me that to hear truth and disobe
gthoae who represent it. This week, therefore, I will seek to ob:

have been very unpleasant and to which I have been very much averse,
2. It is clear that Pilate’s failure in the trial of Jesus was due to the lack of a fi

truth an

ing unjust or i with the d of

ruth, and they were
Yy it brings people to hate the
€y some truth that heretofore may

xed principle to do noth-

solved that if this week any issue shall arise between right and

right.

He took counsel of his self-interests, Lam re-
my selfish desire I will be governed by the

The Lesson Digest and Teachers’ Guide

GENERAL PREPARATORY WORK :

in Worp 8tupies, pa;ie 304,

IIL. Parallel Passages: Matt, 27, 1, 2, 11-18; Mark 15, 1-15; Luke 23, 1-25

1V, Comparative Study of the Lesson Text - Verse 28: For “ hall of judmnem."

palace; Jesus was fettered, Matt. 27. 2 : Mark 51. 1.
Acts 11, 8; John 11, 55.

with the words “ And when he had said this” in verse 88, For

Verse 30 : “evil doer” instea

read “ Pratorium,” or
Defilement by contact with Gentiles is illustrated in

d of “ malefactor.” For the saying of Jesus (verse

82) see John 12. 32, 33; 3, 14; 8, 28 and parallel passages. The Revision begins pamgr;}phs at verse 83, and
)

instead of ““no fault at all,” read “no crime.”

servants” (verse read * officers " ;

The Junjor Grade

[For pupils from nine to twelve years, in-
clusive. Kach pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a copy of the Intermediate Quar-
terly. ]
Preparing the Lesson.

For Study Material for the Teacher see para-
graph on GENERAL PREPARATORY WORK above,

Illustrative Material : 1 Munkacsy’s picture of
Christ before Pilate in miniature on page 120 of
the Onward for April 15, and the picture on page

117, illustrating Pilate’s saying, ‘‘ Behold the
man!” 2 The map of Jerusalem will show the
probable location of the Garden of Geth "
of the palaces of Herod and Caiaphas, and other
laces to which Jesus was taken on the sad night
ore his crucifixion.

Constructing the Lesson,

Arrangement of Lesson Facts: The lesson
passage divides naturally after verse 32 and
after verse 37. That the accusation against
Jesus was made by the men who should have
loved him most—priests, ministers ; that Jesus
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was hated because he was so heavenly, so little
like the false and wicked world to which he had
come, and that Pilate’s weakness in giving
Jesus into the hands of the Jews was wicked—
these are the three interesting facts of the lesson
story.

Teaching the Lesson.

Suggestions for Developing the Outline: The
best method for this lesson is simply to tell the
story. Make sure that hard words and unusual
phrases are made plain. Let all clearly under-
stand that Caiaphas was the high priest, and
that the high priest was as great an officer as
our Premier; that Pilate was the Roman gov-
ernor, a foreigner, with a foreign accent ; that
the hall of judgment was the courtroom in
Pilate's palace; that the Jews' passover feast
was as religious a ceremony as is our Lord's
Supper; that they thought it would not be right
to eat the passover if they had touched anything
belonging to a Gentile; and that Pilate was a
Gentile; the meaning of “accusation,” of “male-
factor,” of “fulfilled,” of “delivered,” of “re-
lease” ; the meaning of the sneer in verse 81—
the Romans were over the Jews now, and the
Jewish court could no longer condemn any man
to death; and the meaning of verse 32—that
Jesus had frequently hinted that he should be
put to death on the cross, which was a usual
way for Romans to put criminals to death, The
high priest and his followers wanted to put
Jesus to death, but Pilate did not, and he was
the only one who had the power to put anyone
to death. Why, then, did he not tell the soldiers
to take the fetters off Jesus's hands and let him
go? Because he was afraid the high priest and
his friends would make trouble for him. IHe
had to decide quickly between right and wrong.
He was a coward, and he took sides with the
bad men just because he thought they were
stronger. 'There is opportunity here for strong
words on the sinfulness of wavering, Do _not
permit attention to be diverted from this till a
strong impression has been made. The spirit-
uality of the kingdom of Jesus can be as well
understood by boys and girls as by adults,
Weave the Golden Text into the lesson. Those
that are determined to be true and right hear
the voice of Jesus and he helps them to do right.
The map of Jerusalem, which we have printed in
Onward, can be used effectively in teaching this
lesson. Direct the boys and girls, as with a lead
pencil they draw a line from Gethsemane to the

lace of Uaiaphas; thence to the hall of the San-
hedrin ; to the Tower of Antonia ; and at last
toward Calvary. If the pus)llu are helped to do
this themselves it will greatly clarify their concep-
tions of the earthly circumstances of our Lord's

ion. Remember that all this journeying to and
ro was between midnight and nine o'clock in the
momina; <
Home Work &w Pupils.
Advance Work: Urge the Bible Reading for

401

Each Day. Ask for the memorization of the
Golden Text for Lesson IX, 1 Cor, 15. 3.

Review Work: If the map of Jerusalem, previ-
ously given in the BANNER, has not already been
drawn, ask the pupils to draw it during the week
and to be able to give in proper order next Sunday
a statement of the places to which Jesus was
taken between (Gethsemane and Calvary,

The Intermediate Grade.

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen

ears,
inclusive, = Each pupil,

if possible, should be

supplied with a copy of the Senior Quarterly,
Intermediate Quarterly,

the
Leaf.)
Preparing the Lesson.

For the Study Material for the Teacher see
note on GENERAL PREPARATORY Wogkg, above,

Illustrative Material : The extracts from Ten-
nyson, Whittier, and Lowell, page 399, illustrate
verses 38-38. Only some classes will understand
the excellent illustration of verse 28 by Douglas
Jerrold, page 400,

Constructing the Lesson,

Arrangement of Lesson Facts: The task of
the teacher is to fix freshly in his own mind,
and deeply in the minds of his pupils, the facts
of the lesson passage concerning the condemna-
tion of Jesus. On his own account he will find
it needful to make a eareful study of correspond-
ing passages from the other three gospels, but it
is not wise to bring too many facts to the atten-
tion of the pupils. The three scenes in this act
of the awful tragedy are, the accusation against
Jesus, the examination of Jesus by Pilate, and
the result of that examination. A help in fixing
the consecutive facts of the lesson in the teach-
er's mind will be found in the memorization of
five questions asked by Pilate: What accusa-
tion? Am I a Jew? Art thou a king? What
is truth? Will ye therefore that I release unto
you the King of the Jews? Each of these stands
as a great pier supporting the narrative, and they
may be used as an outline in teaching the les-
son. A close explanation of the text is given in
Worp StUpIES, and the deeper thoughts of the
lesson are brought out in the EXPOSITION,
Teaching the Lesson.

Suggestions for Developing the Outline :

1. Describe the Roman governor, hard-
headed, hard-hearted, weak of will. Note the
physical exhaustion of Jesus. The solemn sup-
'u-r of the preceding evening had been followed
v the long farewell address, the agony of (:F(h-
semane, and the betrayal about midnight. Since
then he had been dragged back and forth across
the city and tried before three tribunals, if not
fovr—before  Annas, Caiaphas, Pilate, and
Herod. TIe had been on his feet all the time.
Narrate the facts up to Pilate's first question,
What accusation? (verse 29,)

. K Continue the narrative through verses
30-34, ti.! Pilate asks, Am I a Jew? Show the
implications and indications of that question.

or the Berean
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3. Having heard the priests’ side, Pilate asks
for that of Jesus, and Jesus replies in verse 36,
His reply contains the very kernel of gospel
ethics, and Pilate meets it with another ques-
tion, Art thou a king then?

4. Jesus' second reply is as suggestive of
deep religious thought as the first, and it brings
from the skeptical governor another question,
What is truth?

8. The last effort on the part of Pilate to
save Jesus, Will ye therefore that I relecase
unto you the king of the Jews? was met by a
refusal, and a robber and murderer was the
choice of the Jews,

Note now that every part of this lesson has
relation to the Golden Text, verse 37; because
every person whose existence is mentioned in
or implied by our lesson passage; every person
in Jerusalem at that time; yes, every person
who lived before that time and who has lived
since, is related to Jesus. Explain how. Print
on_the pad in large letters EVERY ONE and
MY, and then fill in the Golden Text, as follows :

THAT 18
OF THE

v TRUTH TOICR
HEARETH

thus showing the relationship of every human
being, of each member of this class, to Christ.

Then print in large letters the words TRUTH
and VOICE, and again fill in the Golden Text,
rearranged now, so as to show the responsive
relation of every truth-seeking soul to Christ,
as follows :

EVERY ONE
HEARETH
THAT I8
MY
OF THE .

Application: Ask two questions to be an-
swered silently by each scholar. Am I of the
truth? Do 7 hear the voice of Jesus?

But some teachers of Intermediates may de-
cide that their classes need rather the treatment
suggested for the Junior Department, an urgent
insistence on the duty of righteous decision.

The Senior Grade
[For pupils above the age of seventeen. Each
pupil, if possible, should be supplied with a copy
of the Senior Quarterly.]
Our outline is adapted from Beardslee's
Teacher Training.

[May 21

Pontius Pilate, the governor, faces the
Christ. He asks Jesus squarely if he pretends
to be king of the Jews. (a) This charge is new.
But a single hour before he was tried and
doomed as a blasphemer. Whence and where-
fore this momentous alteration? How shall he
reply? (b) Jesus's return question is not an
answer. It holds Pilate off, and bids him first
explain whose question he propounds. It trans-
forms instantly the trial into a conference. Did
this question give a new complexion to affairs?
As the Jews explained the case, in what atti-
tude was Christ set? As Pilate understood the
matter, in what estimate was Christ held? As
Christ answered, what attitude did he take?
Such a question would be futile before the mob
outside. They are hot with deadly prejudice.
But Pilate? The governor ponders his own ques-
tion. Will he disclose its source? The Master
is teaching still, though at every disadvantage,
Jesus stands before Pilate in the poise of perfect
innocence, in the beauty of perfect holiness, in
the guise of an infinitely patient lowliness, in the
consciousness of supreme nobility, and calls upon
the governor, instead of the criminal, to explain.
He is verging near a grand confession. Watch
his dexterous preparation of the way. (¢) Pi-
late’s reply shows that his question hails from
the Jews. (d) “My kingdom ;" “this world ;"
“my servants;” ‘“no fighting ;" “not hence.”
What themes! Christ's kingdom, then, is not
like Rome’s. Here resounds one of the main
burdens of all Christ's words. Read the Beati-
tudes, Recall his Temptation. Pilate stands
for force, high dominion, cruel war. Jesus
stands for truth and gentleness and peace. He
is matching, there in manacles, the force of a
holy life against the onset of a Roman sword.

he man in bonds is a king, and outranks the
governor. (e) But Pilate wants facts for an
answer, and he has no knowledge of spiritual
facts. “Are you, then, a king?’ he asks.
(f) Jesus replies in substance, “The word you
utter I adopt. T am a king. This is the point
and }mrhoso of my life, ’Fhln is my sole mis-
sion,” oyalty ordered his birth, shaped his
lans, girded ail his life’s endeavors. First and
ast, through and through, he is a king. He
stands within two hours of the cross. But
while the day lasts he works. (g) See his see-
ond confession grow complete, He defines the

nature of his reign. He is witness to the
Truth.

The Responsive Review

1. Before whom did the Jewish rulers bring Jesus ? Before Pilate, the Roman governor, 2. What did

Pilate ask Jesus ? “Art thou the King of the Jews ? "

« What did Jesus tell Pilate about his kingdom ¢ “ Ay
kingdom is not of this world.” 4, For what purpose did Jesus say he had come? 70 bear witness of the trut)

The Church Catechism

39. How is the law of love to God and man set forth in the Scriptures 1 The law of love to God and man is
set forth in the Scriptures in the Ten Commandments given to Moses, in their exposition in the life and teaching

of our Lord, and especially in his Sermon on the Mount,

Matthew 5. 17.
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LESSON IX. The Crucifixion
GOLDEN TEXT. Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures. 1 Cor. 15. 3.

AUTHORIZED VERSION
[Study the entire chapter]
John 19, 17-30 [Comamnit to memory verses 2-27)

17 And he bearing his cross went forth into
a place called the place of a skull, which is
called in the He'brew Gol'go-tha :

18 Where they crucified him, and two other
with him, on either side one, and Je'sus in the
midst.

19 And Pi'late wrote a title, and put it on
the cross. And the writing was, JE'SUS OF
NAZ'A-RETH THE KING OF THE JEWS.

20 This title then read many of the Jews:
for the place where Je'sus was crucified was
nigh to the city: and it was written in He'brew,
and Greek, and La'tin.

21 Then said the chief priests of the Jews
to Pi'late, Write not, The King of the Jews;
but that he said, I am King of the Jews,

22 Pi'late answered, What I have written 1
have written,

23 Then the soldiers, when they had erucified
Je'sus, took his garments, and made four parts,
to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now
the coat was without seam, woven from the top
throughout.

24 They said therefore among themselves,
Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose
it shall be: that the scripture might be ful-
filled, which saith, They parted my raiment
among them, and for my vesture they did cast
lots. These things therefore the soldiers did,

25 Now there stood by the cross of Je'sus
his mother, and his mother's sister, Ma’ry the
wife of Cle'o-phas, and Ma’'ry Mag-da-le'ne,

26 When Je'sus therefore saw his mother,
and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he
saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son !

27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy
mother! And from that hour that disciple took
her unto his own home.

28 After this, Je'sus knowing that all things
were now accomplished, that the scripture might
be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.

29 Now there was set a vessel full of vine-
gar: and they filled a sponge with vinegar, and
put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth.,

30 When Je'sus therefore had received the
vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed
his head, and gave up the ghost.

Time.—Friday.
A. M, to 3 P. M. Place.—Calvary (Golgotha),
outside the walls of Jerusalem,

Home Readings
M. The Crucifixion. John 19, 17-30.
Tu. The malefactors. Luke 23, 83-47.

April 7, A. D. 80, from 9

The Lesson Hymns

REvVisED VERsros®

17 They took Jesus therefore : and he went
out, bearing the cross for bimself, unto the place
called The place of a skull, which is called in
Hebrew Golgotha : 18 where they crucified him,
and with him two others, on either side one, and
Jesus in the midst. 19 And Pilate wrote a title
also, and put it on the cross. And there was
written, JESUS OF NAzAReTH, THE KING OF
THE JEWS. 20 This title therefore read many
of the Jews, for the place where Jesus was
crucified was nigh to the city ; and it was writ-
ten in Hebrew, and in Latin, and in Greek.
21 The chief priests of the Jews therefore said
to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews;
but, that he said, I am King of the Jews,
22 Pilate answered, What I have written 1 have
written. 23 The soldiers therefore, when they
had crucified Jesus, took his garments and made
four parts, to every soldier a part; and also the
coat: now the coat was without seam, woven
from the top throughout. 24 They said there-
fore one to another, Let us not rend it, but cast
lots for it, whose it shall be: that the seripture
might be fulfilled, which saith,

They parted my garments among them,

And upon my vesture did they cast lots,

25 These things therefore the soldiers did. But
there were standing by the cross of Jesus his
mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife
of Clopas, and Mnr)' Magdalene, 26 When
Jnnus'l erefore saw his mother, and the disciple
standing by whom he loved, he saith unto Lis
mother, Woman, behold, thy son! 27 Then
saith he to the disciple, Behold, thy mother!
And from that hour the disciple took her unto
his own home,

28 After this Jesus, knowing that all things
are now finished, that the seripture might be
accomplished, saith, I thirst. 20 There was set
there a vessel full of vinegar: so they put a
sponge full of the vinegar upon hyssop, and
brought it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus there-
fore had received the vinegar, he said, It is fin-
ished: and he bowed his head, and gave up his
spirit,

Revilings. Matt, 27, 30-50,

. The burial. Mark 15. 39-47,
Far our transgressions, Isa. 53.
A sinless offering. ITeb, 9, 11-15,
8. Bearing our sins. Heb, 9. 19-28,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 305

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

*The RRevised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. ey
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New Canadian H; mnal, No. 306,
Behold the Saviour of mankind,
Nailed to the shameful tree !
How vast the love that him inclined
To bleed and die for thee.
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New Canadian H‘{nnnal, No. 307.
Alas!and did my Saviour bleed {
And did my Sovereign die ?
Would he devote that sacred head
Forsuch a worm as 11

Questions for Senior Scholars

What incident connected with Jesus's carry-
ing his cross is given by another evangelist?
Whither was he led to be crucified? Who suf-
fered at the same time? What incident is given
in other gospels which shows a wide difference
in character between these “two thieves”? What
was written in three languages, and why in
these three? What change did the Jews desire
to be made in this inscription? What was
Pilate’s answer? Why did the soldiers take the
garments of Jesus? Why did they cut some
garments and gamble for the other? What
would this seamless vesture indicate to the Jews
who observed it? What prophecy was thus ful-
filled? (Psa. 22, 18,) What friends of Jesus
stood by him? What can you tell concerning

the three Marys? Who was the disciple to
whose charge Jesus commended his mother?
How was this charge kept? To prove that the
word which our translators have turned into
“woman" was both tender and respectful find
the other instances in which it was used. What
was the ery of Jesus? In what Neripture was
this thirst foretold? (Psa. 69, 21.) How was
this cry answered? What should we understand
by “vinegar"? What is said of the manner of
our Lord's death? What did he say of himself?
(John 10, 17, 18.) What did he mean by “It
is finished”? How many utterances of the Sav-
iour from the cross are recorded in this lesson?
What other utterances from the cross are re-
corded elsewhere ?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. The King of the Jews (v. 17-22).—At
what place was Jesus crucified? Who carried
the cross? Who were crucified with Jesus?
What title did Pilate write to put on the cross?
Why was it written in three languages? Did

‘it tell the truth?

2. The Women at the Cross (v. 25-27.)—

Who were the women who were present at the

crucifixion? How did Jesus show his love and
reverence for his mother? Who was the dis-
ciple to whom Jesus spoke from the cross?

3. “It is Finished" (v. 28-30).—What is
meant by “all things being accomplished” ?
What was the last request of Jesus? What did
the soldiers give him? What did Jesus mean
by saying, “It is finished" ?

Questions for Younger Scholars

What ended the natural life of Jesus? His
death upon the cross. Who tried to save him?
Could he save himself? Why not? What is the
only thing that can save anybody? Where did
he go? What did he bear? Who were crucified
with him? What bad Pilate written above his

cross? In what languages was it written? In
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. What did the sol-
diers do? Who stood by his cross? What did
Jesus say to his mother? And what to John?
What did John do? What were the last words
of Jesus?

Library References

THE CRUCIFIXION.—Krummacher, F. W.,
The Suffering Saviour. Leeson, C. H., The
Story of Christ’s Passion. Lilienthal, 1., Some
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The Seven Words from the Cross. Stapfer,
+Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Stein-
meyer, The Passion and Resurrection History.
Stroud, The Death of Christ (a physician’s
study of the death from a medical standpoint).
Stalker, Trial and Death of Jesus Christ.

THE SITE OF CALVARY.—Merrill, The Site of
Calvary. Howe, Fisher The True Site of Cal-
vary. Paine, J. A., Bibliotheca Sacra, vol. xlvi,
p. 171,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON

Verse 17.—Beecher, H. W., Sermons, vol. iii,
p. 67. Verse 18.—Banks, L. A., The Fisherman
and His Friends, p. 65. Moore, D., Sermons,
p. 125. Verse 19.—Stanley, A. P., Sermons in
the East, p. 61. Verse 25.—Tholuck, A., Light
from the Cross, p. 234. Roberts, The Living
One, p. 63. Trench, R. C., Sermons New and
0ld, p. 241. Verse 28.—Tholuck, Light from
the Cross, p. 272. Bonar, H., Family Sermons,
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The Lesson Statement

1. Bearing the Cross (verse 17).

According to Roman usage Jesus was ex-
pected to carry his cross to the place of eruci-
fixion. Matthew, Mark, and Luke tell us that
(probably because of the failure of our Lord's
physical strength) Simon of Cyrene was com-
pelled to carry the cross after Jesus. The pro-
cession included the two “thieves” who were
also to be crucified (Luke). Many bystanders,
especially women, bewailed the sufferings of
Jesus (Luke), who thereupon prophesied the
horrors of the fall of Jerusalem,

I1. The Ercetion of the Cross (verse 18).

Parallel with this verse are Matt, 27, 38;
Mark 15. 27; Luke 33. 23-33. ‘or his execu-
tioners he prayed, “Father, forgive them ; they
know not what they do"—the first word from
the cross. Between verses 18 and 19 comes the
raillery of those who passed—*‘rulers” (Luke)
and “chief priests” (Matthew, Mark). Luke
adds the mockery of the soldiers. Jesus was
crucified between two “thieves” ; both of these
at first reproached him, Our Lord’s acceptance
of the penitent thief was the second word from
the cross,

IIL The “Title” (verses 19-22),

According to custom the name and “crime”
of the sufferer were written and fastened over
his head. Of Josus Pilate wrote that he was
King of the Jews, Ile wrote this in Latin,
the language of the government, in Hebrew, the
language of the common people, and in Greek
the language of the elite. The place of cruci-
fixion was prominent, and many people read it,
The priests protested against an inscription
which, however interpreted, reflected on them.
Pilate contemptuously retained the inscription

on the ;'mns. Compare the four accounts of
this “title,”
IV. The Partition of Our Lord's Garments
(verses 23, 24), .
Parallel to this are Matt. 27, 35; Mark 15,24 ;
Luke 23. 34, The clothing of the executed was

4 perquisite of the executioners; that of the
three now put to death was accordingly divided
equally among the four soldiers—all but our
Lord’s inner coat, or tunic, which, after the
fashion of the tunies of the priests, was seam-
less. To divide this would be to destroy it ; con-
sequently the soldiers cast lots for it, and thus
unintentionally fulfilled Psa, 22, 18,

V. The Women at the Cross (verses 25-27).

While Jesus was dying women nearly re-
lated to Jesus by family ties and by friendship,
aud at least one disciple, John, stood near to
the cross in sympathy. Jesus recognized his
mother and John, and gave each to the other—
his last gift of love, This was the third word
from the Cross, recorded only by John. John
took our Lord’s mother to his own home,

VI. The Death of Jesus.

The land was mysteriously dark from noon to
about three, In the Galilean dialect of his
childhood Jesus uttered the first sentence of
Psalm 22 (Matthew and Mark)—the fourth
word from the cross, l'nfumiliﬂrity with that
dialect led some to mistake “Eloi,” “My God,”
for “Elijah,” and they hastened to revive Jesus
with sour wine, hoping to see some wonder—
possibly the coming of Elijah to help him. At
intervals Jesus spoke for the fifth, sixth, and
seventh times: “I thirst” (verse 28), “It is fin-
ished” (verse 30), and, just before he dicd,
“Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit”
(Luke 23, 46), The synoptic gospels tell of the

watching women and give the testimony of the

centurion. John (verses 31-37) finds a fulfill-
ment of Scripture in the test the centurion ap-
plied to ascertain the death of Jesus. The rend-
ing of the temple veil j rded by Matthew

asleep, by M A

the burial of the body in Jo:
27, 57-61; Mark 15, 4247; L
John 19, 38-42),

The Lesson Word Studies

NOTE.— These Word Studies are based on the text of the Revised Version.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS.—John does not record the fact that Pilate before delivering up Jesus to be crucified
sent his prisonerto Herod Antipas, whose jurisdiction extended over Galilee and Perma, where Jegus had been
during most of his life. Herod was in Jerusalem at this time, and was glad of the Opportunity of seeing Jesus,
of whom he had heard much, But Jesus refused absolutely to converse with Herod, with the result that both
Herod and his subordinates mocked and ill-treated him before sending him back to Pilate (Luke 23. 5-16).
Another incident omitted from John's narrative is the warning of Pilate's wife to her husband to have
*“nothing to do with that righteous man " (Matt, 27, 19). Both of these events precede Pilate's final presentation

of Jesus to the Jews and also the cruel mockery and

inside the Praetorium (John 19, 14; Matt, 27, 27.30 ; Ma

scourging at the hands of the band of Roman soldiers.
rk 15, 16-19),
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Robed in parple, but wearing a crown of thorns, and bleeding from head to foot as a result of that
coronation and of most cruel scourging, Jesus was led once more into the presence of his enemies, only to

be greeted by them with the cry, * Crucify him, erucify him.”

‘“ And their voices prevailed ” over the cow-

ardly and weakling governor, * and Pilate gave sentence that what they asked for should be done "’ (Luke 28,
23, 24). John adds some valuable details of the closing scene of our Lord’s trial before Pilate (John 19. 7-15),
including the mention of the fear that came over Pilate upon his hearing of the claim of Jesus to be the Son
of God (verse 8), and also the threat of the Jews to proclaim Pilate an enemy of Cesar if he should release

Jesus (verse 12),

Verse 17. They—The Roman soldiers fol-
lowed by a promiscuous multitude (Luke 23.
27).

Bearing the cross for himself—Part of
the way one Simon of Cyrene was compelled to
carry the cross for Jesus, but whether this was
the first or the last part of the way is not clear
from the gospel narfative (comp. Matt. 27. 31,
32; Mark 15. 20, 21 ; Luke 28, 25, 26 ; John 19.
16, 17).

The place of a skull—From the oval shape
of the hill, i

Golgotha—Heb. T3, “golgoleth,” a skull,
cranium, from 5'5.. “gil,” or 214, “gol,” to move
in a circle, to revolve; Lat. “calvaria,” skull,
whence our Calvary. The exact site of Calvary
is still a matter of question. From the New
Testament narrative we learn that the place
was outside the city gate (Heb. 13. 12), near
the city (John 19. 20), and near a public high-
way (Matt. 27, 39); near to sepulchers and
gardens (John 19, 38).

18. Two others—'"malefactors”
“two thieves” (Matthew and Mark).

In the midst—That is, between the two
others. Not now considered good English.

19. Pilate wrote—In the sense, no doubt,
of “caused to be written,”

Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the
Jews—John, having been an eyewitness, prob-
ably records the exact wording of the title, the

other evangelists giving only the substance
(romp. Matt. 27, 87; Mark 15. 26; Luke 23.

98),

20, Hebrew , . . Latin . . . Greek—The
title was thus intelligible to all, Jews, Greeks,
and Romans, alike.

3. His garments—Together with those of
the two malefactors crucified with him. The
action of the soldiers in this matter was ac-
cording to well established custom.

Coat—An undergarment or inner tunic,
reaching from the neck to the knees, or possibly,
as sometimes, to the ankles.

Woven from the top throughout—An
expensive garment, and one such as the high
priests wore,

24, Vesture—Clothing collectively, The
quotation is from Psa. 22, 18,

5. s mother, and his mother’s sis-
ter, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene—Literally, ITis mother (f w

adrod), and (kal) his mother's sister (§ Mm

(Luke),

rfis pnrpds adrod), Mary the [wife] of Clopas
(Mapla # ro9 Khewd), and (xal) Mary the
Magdalene (Mapla #f Maybaknvf)). We note,
first, that the word wife is in the Greek left to
be supplied, as the italics of the text indicate.
While very probable, it is not absolutely cer-
tain that wife was the noun intended here, since
“daughter” or even “sister” might in accordance
with linguistic usage have been intended. We
note also that no conjunction (kal, and) occurs
between the phrase “his mother’s sister” and
the following noun “Mary,” which would seem
to indicate that the two were to be identified,
thus making the number of women mentioned
three rather than four, as some commentators
think. The question cannot, however, be posi-
tively settled. For reference to other women
who were also present at the cross compare
Matt. 27, 56; Mark 15. 40; and Luke 23. 49.
Clopas here mentioned must not be confounded
with Cleopas mentioned in Luke 24, 18, A com
parison of Matt. 10, 3 and Luke 24, 10 with
John 19, 25 suggests rather that Clopas is to he
identified with Alpheus, father of James the
Less (comp. Mark 3, 18; Luke 6. 15; Acts |
13), Alph@us being the Greek, and Clopas the
Hebrew or Syriac name of the same person.
For other references to Mary Magdalene com-
pare Luke 8. 2; Mark 16. 9; 15. 40; 16, 1-5;
and John 20, 11-18,

26. Disciple . . . whom he loved— 1l
writer, John, who nowhere mentions his own
name,

Woman—The Greek equivalent is a title of
respect (comp. note verse 4, page 63, January
SUNDAY ScHOOL JOURNAL).

27. His own home—The Greek, rd Wia, 1o
own (things or place of the person last men
tioned), leaves the noun to be supplied. Hence
a house owned by the disciple is not necessarily
meant, The meaning is simply that “from that
hour” Mary became a member of the household
of John,

28. After this—Compare Mark 15, 33, 51
nndd)urnlh-l passages,

29. Vinegar—A sour wine in ordinary v«
among the common people,

ngop—A hollow reed.

30. It is finished—Referring to his whole
work of redemption. The final wages of sin
alone remained to be paid, in death.

Gave up his spirit—A voluntary act on
the part of Christ (comp. John 10, 18),
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The Lesson Exposition

Tue Cuier RespoNsiBILITY

The accounts of the death of Christ place (he
burden of chief responsibility upon the repre-
sentatives of the Jewish nation, Pilate had
his share of responsibility, to be sure, but it
was purely secondary and personal, Ile really
had no wish that Jesus should be put to death;
he desired rather to deliver him; and he con-
sented to his death at last only as a matter of
expediency, But the Jews were intent upon
destroying Jesus, They had long plotted to
compass his death, They had bribed Judas to
betray him, They condemned him with inde-
cent haste in their own council, They pressed
the suit against him before Pilate with malig-
nant earnestness., When Pilate washed his
hands in the presence of Christ's enemies and
declared, “I am innocent of the blood of this
just person,” it did not acquit him of responsi-
bility ; but when the rulers cried out, “His blood
be on us and our children” (Matt, 27, 25), they
took upon themselves the dreadful burden of
guilt, And in harmony with this they were
made the principals in his crucifixion ; for jt is
said by John, at the close of the account of the
trial, that Pilate “delivered him therefore to
them to be crucified.” To them—the Roman
soldiers were only their agents,

THE WAY or Sorrow

John passes over the space from Pilate’s judg-
ment hall to Calvary without recording any in-
cident of that way of sorrow. He fails to report
the repeated indignities put upon Jesus by the
soldiers just before starting for the place of eru-
cifixion (Matt, 27, 29-31). And he does not tell
us how Jesus seems to have fainted under the
ross which he bore ; Simon the Cyrenian was
comprlled to carry the cross in his stead (Mark
5. 21). And he does not hint, as the original
of the word “bring” in Mark 15. 22 seems to
suggest, that it may have been necessary at last
to carry Jesus to Calvary, And he does not
tell us of the women who followed with lamenta-
tions, nor of Christ's words of fearful prophecy
in response to their wailings (Luke 23, 2 -31).
John simply says, “And he bearing his cross
went forth into a place called the place of a
skull, which is called in _Hebrew Golgotha."”
John did not record those details, 1 believe, not
simply because they were recorded by the other
tvangelists, but more probably because he had
1o heart for writing them down. We feel that
by the time he had reached this point in his
history hig heart was sick with the pity and the
horror of it, and he went forward to record
What he must record, and a few unrecorded but
mportant things. But we take into our ple-
ture the elements which the other writers fup-

nish, and we gee Jesus worn with the long strain
of the dreadful hours since his arrest, weakened
and exhausted by the violence to which he had
been subjected by the officers of the Sanhedrin,
the soldiers of Herod, and the dreadful scourg-
ing and subsequent buffetings in the court of
Pilate. His was a human body, and it had its
limitations of endurance,

INCIDENTS OF TiE CrucrFixion

With that same heartsick repugnance for de-
tails referred to above, John describes the cry-
cifixion with as little revelation of its horrory
as possible, He tells us that two others were
crucified with Jesus, but he does not tell us that
they were thieves (Mark 15, 27), He does nor
tell us of any of the mockeries and insults to
which he was subjected while on the cross
(Matt, 27, 39-44). Nor does he record that
supreme cry of agony, “My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me?” (Matt, 27, 46.) But
he does record what none of the other evangel-
ists recorded, the words of Jesus to his mother
and to his beloved disciple, in which John hag
committed to him the sacred trust of love, Ang
he records those things which were fulfill-
ments of prophecy, such as in verse 28, “1
thirst,” a fulfillment of Psa. 9. 21; and the
incident of the casting of lots for his raiment,
in fulfillment of Psa, 22, 18, and the exemp-
tion of Christ’s body from the violence done to
the others, and the piercing of the side (Exod,
12, 46; Psa, 22, 16). Neither does John tell
of the darkness and the rending of the rocks
which followed the death of Jesus. But there
is one thing which John tells which relieves the
desolateness and loneliness of Jesus on the
cross, and only John tells us this—that a little
group of those who loved him best drew near to
the cross, bringing him the support of human
sympathy. The other three evangelists speak
of his friends standing “afar off” (Matt, 27, 55;
Mark 15. 40; Luke 23. 49). But John says,
“Now there stood by the ‘cross of Jesus his
mother,” and two others besides the beloyed dis-
ciple himself, It is good for us to know that,
for it saves us from feeling that, in that dread-
ful hour of his suffering, humanity had entirely
forsaken Je This is the only warmth of
love there was abont the cross that day. For
the rest it was malicious cruelty and mocking
hate or cold indifference, Perhaps, however,
we should except the faith and prayer of the
penitent malefactor who out of his own agony
rebuked the revilings of his fellpw eriminal,
and committed his soul to Christ’s keeping.
That, it may be, brought more Jjoy than all else
to the heart of the Christ, who was even then
making an atonement for the sin of the world,
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THE MEANING OF CHRIST'S DEATH

It is not possible in the space here available
or in the time allotted to the discussion of a
lesson to enter with any fullness into the mean-
ing of the death of Christ. But we should not
be content with setting the external fea-
tures of Calvary before us without thinking
upon the deeper meanings of the event. A few
things may be pointed out in the light of the
whole teachings of the Scriptures.

1. His death was a central and essential part
of Christ’s mission as foreseen and described in
prophecy. The fifty-third chapter of Isaiah is
the greatest expression of this in the Old Testa-
nent. He was “the Lamb slain from the foun-
dation of the world.” The types and symbols
of Old Testament ritual all point to a suffering
Messiah,

2. His death was an essential part of his mis-
sion as Christ himself viewed it. When he
said, "Exce%l ye eat the flesh of the Son of man
and drick his blood, ye have no life in you”
(John 6. 53), he was declaring the necessity of
his own death. And he declared that his death
was necessary for the fulfillment of his mission
when he said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men unto me” (John 12,
32). John leaves no doubt of the meaning of
these words, for he immediately adds, ‘“This he
said signifying what death he should die.”

3. Christ's death was voluntary. This we
pointed out in the preceding lesson in the stud
of his trial. *He gave himself for our sins”
(Gal. 1. 4). He himself declared that he laid
down his life, that no man could take it from
him. “I lay down my life, that I might take it
again” (John 10. 17).

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER
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4, Christ's death, therefore, was something
more than a martyrdom. No martyr ever in-
cluded his death as an essential part of his
work upon which everything hinged. Martyrs
have seen that their death was inevitable and
have accepted it as something unavoidable ex-
cept by recreancy to truth. But if they had
not suffered martyrdom their work would not
have been in vain. But Jesus regarded his
death as essential. On the night of his be-
trayal, when he knew that his death was at
hand, he said, “For this cause came I unto this
hour.” Death was an objective that he always
kept before him.

. Christ’s death was substitutional. Put-
ting the emphasis on anothen word in Paul's
statement quoted above, this fact is brought
out: “He gave himself for our sins.”” The fifty-
third chapter of Isaiah is a great commentary
on this thought, and Paul is constantly holding
it up. Theologians for the most part have
made a bad business in their attempts to explain
this; but the fact is too large to be overlooked,
whether we can explain the fact or not.

6. Christ's death was redemptive. He came
to “redeem them that are under the law” (Gal
4. 5). “In whom we have redemption through
his blood” (Eph. 1. 7). Read the ninth chapter
of Hebrews. Here again philosophical theology
has hindered rather than helped. But in some
sense Christ’s death was a great redemptive act,

7. Christ's death was the supreme revelation
of God’'s love. We all know John 3. 16. And
Paul puts the same truth in words scarcely less
precious : “But God commendeth his love toward
us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ
died for us” (Rom. 5. 8).

THE LESSON PRAYER

Our heavenly Father, we stand awed and humbled in the presence
of the cross upon which thy well-beloved Son suffered for our sins.
We take up the words of the prophet, for we feel that they were
written for us, and say, “ Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried
our sorrows; he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and
with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray;
and we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid
on him the iniquity of us all.” Graciously grant unto us all the
benefits of his death and passion, and, being made like-minded with
him, may we be lifted also into the fellowship of his sufferings. Amen.

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

1
The real conquest of Christianity began with
the crucifixion of Christ.
Men have been known to despair ot light just
at the break of day.

The stars begin to shine just after the sun
sets,

The larger life of mankind is apt to be born
amid the death throes of some great life.

The falling of the leaves does not make sure
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the death of the tree;
incident in the soul's Jif
of a faded leaf from the living tree,
From the view
calamity to his cause,

11
The truth is eternal
porary.

The felling of a great tree may be the be-

ginning of a great temple,
You cannot hang truth o
it on a cross,

We lessen the meaning of the crucifixion

when we materialize it overmuch,

The fleshly sufferin
dental; the supreme meaning of it a]
the sufferings of his soul,

The measure of any man's ¢
row is thé measure of his soul,

Jesus said, “My soul is excee
even unto death,”

Not the thorns on his brow,
his hands, nor the
the source of his s
world,

111

See some of the ingredients of suffering in

the cup of anguish that Jesus drank.

Infinite capacity is capable of infinite an-
guish,

As a part of God's plan all spiritual suffering
is on the redemptive side of his ministry to men,

Suffering is not accidental, but incidental, to
redelaption,

The malice of man made Jesus suffer because
it stood in the way of man's salvation.

v

It were better to be cruc
Christ than to have ange
crime and sin.

It is possible for a man’s crucifizion to be the
occasion of his coronation,

The brightest purposes of God's love have run
like gleaming threads of gold through the black-
est fabrics of man’s woe.

The brightest rainbows are often seen on the
blackest clouds,

ified in company with
Is for companions in
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Christ took the cross that he mi
“the sin of the world,”
It was not the mere fa
at pleased God, but th
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take away sin,
God's sacrifice o
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The redemptive resource;
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man's reason,
Muny things that
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fapl the warmth of the sun,

ers. A man does not need to

tion by an electric car,
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insight as well as by material facts,
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cause he is not a philosopher

VI
You may be musical and not be a musician,
I}'ot:i may apprehend what you cannot compre-
end.
He may be a critic of Chri;
Christian” critie,
he world may be in need of “the higher

criti(‘.‘f but it is more in need of the higher
Christian, VII .
'l

We mey know the science of psychology, but
we must know the spirit of Calvary,
The Christian talks more about loving the
Christ than he does about “bearing the cross,”
If we would think more about the cross of
Christ we would think less ahout our own,
We would do much to diminish our sadness
if we would do more to increase others' gladness,
We must have life before we can live,
must
fruit

stians who is not a

The Lesson Heart Talk

We enter the most holy place when we stand
within the shadow of the cross. We must not
argue here; we may not ask why. In the
presence of such a scene nothing is becoming for
s but reverent belief and grateful love. The
wisest men of ages long ago gave earnest
hich, we are to-day consider-

ested. It was of this the prophets inquired and
searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace
that should come to you, searching what time
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ
which was in them meant when it told long

before the sufferings of Christ and the glory
that should follow ; which things the angels
desire to look into,

minds find this a subject so absorbing, it is

Surely if such superior
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weakness indeed for us to pass it lightly by, or
hold our own belief concerning it without rev-
erently asking the Holy Spirit to teach us its
truest meaning.

Was the crucifixion of Jesus only the crowning
act of a life of sacrifice? It was that, but it
was much more. When the angels announced
his birth they said, “Unto you is born this day
a Saviour”; and long before that day it was
written, “He was wounded for our transgres-
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities, the
chastisement of our peace was upon him, and
with his stripes we are healed.” The physical
suffering of the cross is not its chief interest,
The malefactors crucified with him suffered.
Many martyrs have borne as cruel torture for
love's sake. No; Jesus did not suffer to show
us his great love for us. He died for us because
there was no other way to save us from eternal
death, Neither prophets nor angels nor men
can answer why, but the fact is declared as
plainly as God can speak, “As Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Sen of man be lifted up, that whosoever believ-
eth in him might not perish, but have everlast-
ing life. Neither is there salvation in any
other; for there is no other name under heaven
given among men whereby we must be saved.”
This is the gospel for a world of sin. Say to one,
a physical and moral wreck, “Lift yourself out
of this; conquer your bad habits, make your-
self clean inside and out, and live a good life”

[May 28

—what mockery! It is like telling a sick man
to leave his bed and go to work for the medicine
and food he needs. But say to him, “Never
mind how bad you are, how much wickedness
you have done, Jesus has atoned for all your
sin upon the cross; no matter how weak you
are, Jesus will give you strength,” and if he
will look to Jesus as the bitten people in the
wilderness looked at the brazen serpent—just
one believing look—he will become a “new
creature,” the old life of sin and shame wiped
out, a new life of purity and love and hope
begun.

0, if only we have Saint Paul’'s vision of the
cross, determined to know nothing among men
but Jesus Christ and him crucified, persuaded
that he came into the world to save sinners,
there will be love and persuasion in our words,
and in our lives, We will be better Sunday
school teachers, and truer helpers in a world
whose one great need is to know its atoning
Redeemer, its infinite Saviour. There is a pic-
ture of the crucifixion which well expresses its
meaning. There is a space of black darkness
with some dim strokes of light, and as you try
to pierce the gloom they suggest the form of a
Crucified Man. The face is plainly visible, and
a ray from the forehead striking downward
reveals a kneeling figure at the foot of the
cross. This is the solemn, the glorious mystery
of the ages—a human soul alone with the cruci-
fied Jesus.

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1. The death of Socrates, peacefully phi-
losophizing with his friends, appears the most
agreeable that could bewished for ; that of Jesus,
expiring in the midst of agonizing pains, abused,
insulted, and accused by a whole nation, is the
most horrible that could be feared. Socrates, in
receiving the cup of poison, blessed the weeping
executioner who administered it; but Jesus, in
the midst of his tortures, prayed for his merci-
less tormentors. Yes! if the life and death of
Socrates were those of a sage, the life and
death of Jesus were those of a God.—Rousscau,

2. Verse 1. Great spectacle! to the profane
a laughingstock, to the pious a mystery. Pro-
faneness sees a King bearing a cross instead of
a scepter; piety sees a King bearing a cross to
nail himself, and afterward to nail it on the
foreheads of kings.—Naint. Augustine.

3. In the . type of composition where
Christ himself bears the cross we have a well-
defined arrangement, which was adhered to till
the fifteenth century. The walls of the ecity
are at the left, and the procession issues from
the gate and extends across the picture. Our
Lord's position is in the center, carrying the
cross over one shoulder with dignified ease. He
is not bent beneath the burden, and he wears

no crown of thorns, Just behind him is the
group of weeping women, prominent among
them the Virgin Mother. To these Christ turns
as he walks, with words of comfort and proph

Other pictures make far greater demands
upon the spectator’s sympathy, More and
more prominence is given to Christ’s difficulty
with his burden; he bears it almost fainting, or
has even actually fallen under it. The lattes
motif hecomes in some cases so mechanical that
I have seen pictures where Christ seems to be
lying or kneeling on the ground, posing for the

urpose of having the cross laid across his back.
Some of the Germans show a ghastly ingenuity
in the cruelties of the soldiers.—Hstelle M.
ll1ar!l (Life of Our Lord in Art).

For now to sorrow must I tune my song,

And set my harp to notes of saddest woe,
Which on our dearest Lord did seize ere long,

Dangers, and snares, and wrongs, and worse

than so,

Which he for us did freely undergo:

Most perfect Hero, tried in heaviest plight
Of labors ]huvge and hard, too hard for human
wight!
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He, sovran Priest, stooping his regal head,
That dropped with odorous oil down his fair

eyes,
Poor fleshly tabernacle enterdd,
His starry front low-roofed beneath the skies :
O, what 2 mask was there, what a disguise !
Yet more: the stroke of death he must abide ;
Then hies him meekly down fast by his breth-
ren's side. —Milton,

5. Verse 26. They are deceived people who
spend all their charity and sweetness out of
doors, who have a reputation for godliness, and
are to be seen in the forefront of this or that
Christian work, but who are sullen or imperious
or quick-tempered or indifferent at home. If
while saving a world Jesus had leisure to care
for his mother, there are no duties so important
as to prevent a man from being considerate and
dutiful at home.—Dr, Marcus Dods.

6. Verses 26, 27. Three times he [Tinto-
retto, the great Italian painter] painted the sub-
Ject, and in each case represented it from a
different point of view. In the Crucifixion of
8. Cassiano, Venice, the executioner is just
putting the finishing touches to his work, reach-
ing down from the ladder to take the tablet of
the inscription from the hands of a man below?*
The three crosses are in a diagonal line extend-
ing from the lower right hand corner of the
composition toward the center. The thieves,
who are still painfully alive, turn their faces
to the spectator, but our Lord is seen in profile,
a far finer, nobler face than Tintoretto usually
gives him, and as yet free from any appearance
of suffering. At the left, the Virgin is seated
on the ground, looking directly into the Sav-
iour’s face, and Saint John beside her turns
also to his Master, evidently receiving his part-
ing charge. On the horizon line is a row of
upward-pointing spears, belonging to the Roman
soldiery standing on a lower level: but, save
for this sign of an adjacent throng, there are no
spectators  but those mentioned. The entire
originality of the motif, the choice of the most
tender of all Christ's words from the Cross,
would alone give the picture unusual prom-
inence, but it has as well fine artistic qualities
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to recommend it to the critic's admiration,—
—Hstelle M, Hurll (Life of Our Lord in Art).

. Verse 28. Let it be borne in mind that a
draught was twice offered to him : once it was
accepted, once it was refused. That which was
refused was the medicated potion—wine min-
gled with myrrh—the intention of which was to
deaden pain, and therefore when it was pre-
sented to the Saviour it was rejected. And the
reason commonly assigned for that seems to be
the true one: the Son of man would not meet
death in a state of stupefaction; he chose to
meet his God awake.—F, W, Robertson.

As one who long hath fled with panting breath
Before his foe, bleeding and near to fall,
I turn and set my back against the wall,
And look thee in the face, triumphant Death
I call for aid, and no one answereth ;
I am alone with thee who conquerest all ;
Yet me thy threatening form doth not appall,
For thou art but a phantom and a wraith,
Wounded and weak, sword broken at the hilt,
With armor shattered, and without a shield,
I stand unmoved ; do'with me what thou wilt ;
1 can resist no more, but will not yield,
This is no tournament where cowards tilt ;
The vanquished here is victor of the field.
—Longfellow.
9. Verse 30. “It is finished.” We are
cver taking leave of something that will not
come back again. We let go, with a pang, por-
tion after portion of our existence, However
dreary we may have felt life to be here, yet
when that hour comes—the winding up of all
things, the last grand rush of darkness on our
spirits, the hour of that awful sudden wrench
from all we have ever known or loved, the long
farewell to sun, moon, stars, and light—brother
men, I ask you this day, and I ask myself,
humbly and fearfully, What will then be fin-
ished? When it is finished, what will it be?
Will it be the butterfly existence of pleasure,
the mere life of science, a life of uninterrupted
sin and selfish gratification; or will it be,
“Father, I have finished the work which thou
gavest me to do” ?—F., W, Robertson.

The Lesson Iffustrated

Verse 22. “What I have written I have
written.” “Every man is an author, and the
hook he is writing is his autobiography—not
written like a pious diary, in which he may
record a feeling that he does not feel, but that
shall truthfully reveal all the secrets of his life
and all the depths of his heart. Authors com-
monly have a chance to revise what they write,
and the dainty poem or the magnificent oration
has been recast a hundred times. But of this

life record there shall be no revision.”—P, S.
Henson,

Verse 22. “4n old preacher long ago, in
England, had among his hearers a fair-haired
boy whom he tenderly loved, and for whose sal-
vation he longed. The preacher went to heaven ;
the boy found a home far away in this Western
world. One day, with his hands on the plow,
that boy, now a man of sixty years, paused in
the furrow, and as he paused there came to him
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the echo of the voice of that preacher to whom
he had listened in youth. Dropping the plow
handles, he bowed his head in prayer. What
the preacher of his youth had written he
had written indelibly, and after long years
of waitdng the writing came to life.,"—P, N,
Henson,

Verse 26. “During an eraption of Mount
Etna many years since, the danger it occasioned
to the inhabitauts of the adjacent country be-

came very imminent, and, the flames flying |

about, they were obliged to retire to a greater
distance. Amid the hurry and confusion of
such a scene—every one flying and carrying
away what they deemed most precious—two
sons, the one named Anapias, the other Amphi-
nomus, in the height of their solicitude for the
preservation of their wealth and goods, recol-
lected their father and mother, who, being both
very old, were unable to save themselves by

[May 28

flight. Iilial tenderness set aside every other
consideration ; and, *‘Where,’ cried the generous
youths, ‘shall we find a more precious treasure
than those who begat and gave us being? This
sanid, the one took up his father on his shoul-
ders, the other his mother, and so made their
way through the surrounding smoke and flames.
The fact struck all beholders with the ‘highest
admiration: and they and their posterity ever
after called the path they took in thei: retreat
‘the Field of the Pious,” in memory of this pleas-
ing incident."—William Dodd.

Verse 30. “How seldom can one coming to
die say of anything but life itself that ‘It is
finished'!  Our projects overlap our days, and
are either never accomplished or left to others
to complete. Most will then say with Job, ‘My
days are past, my purposes are broken off, even
the thoughts of my heart.,"—Dean F. I.
Plumptre,

The School of Practice

1. 1 am impressed with the fact that very few who witnessed the crucifixion of Christ understood its
meaning. Even for those who crucified him Jesus prayed, * Father, forgive them; for they know not what
they do.” But I do understand what the death of Jesus means. For me to treat it with indifference would
be greater sin. 1 am resolved, therefore, to accept Christ crucified as my Saviour.

2. 1 am persuaded that Christ's sufferings were not simply for my salvation, but also for an example,
John says, “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren.” I will try, therefore, to make the cross the controlling principle of my

life, giving myself for the good of others.

The Lesson Digest and Teachers’ Guide

GENERAL PrEPARATORY WORK:

1. Lesson Material : John 19, the entire chapter; especially the printed verses, 17-30.
11. Connection : The narrative continues without break from chapter 18,
111, Purallel Passages : Verses 1-3: Matt, 27, 27-81; Mark 15, 16-20. For verses 4-16 there is no exact

parallel, but the course of events bef

een the Last Supper and the Crucifixion, as recorded in the other

three gospels, should be read carefully in preparing to teach this lesson. Note especially Pilate’s wife's

dream and the washing of Pilate’s hands.

Parallel with the printed verses, 17-30, are Matt, 27, 31-50; Mark
15, 20-37 ; Luke 23, 26-46, Parallel with the romainder of the chapter : Matt, 27, 51-61 ; Mark 15, 38-47 ; Luke
47-55.

IV. Comparative Study of the Lesson Text: The Revision begins a paragraph with the words, *“ They
took Jesus therefore” (from verse 16), and reconstructs verse 17, From Matt. 27, 82 ; Mark 15. 21;

Luke 23,

26 we learn that S8imon of Cyrene was compelled to bear the cross.  On the way to the erucifixion occurred
the scene of Luke 23, 27-81. Calvary (Luke 23. 33)s the Latin for Place of uskullI or Skull Place (Golgotha),

Heb. 13, 12 finds a fulfillment of ritualistic ?mlvlu-(‘y in the scene of the crucifix
27, Tre “two others " (verse 18) had been led with Je from

Our Lord's prevision is shown in Luke 14,

on outside the city pates,

the Preetorium to Calvary. The “title” (verse 19) is varied a little by each evangelist: Matt, 27, Mark
15. 26; Luke 23, 38. With verse 23 the Revision begins another paragraph. For “coat’ the Revision mar-
gin gives *“ tunic.”” The “ Seripture  of verse 24 is Psa, 22, 18, Concerning the women present at the cross

see Matt, 27. 55; Mark 15, 40; Luke 23, 40, Mary Magdalene, Luke 8. 2; John

20. 1, 18. The diseiple whom

Jesus loved, John 18, 23, “ Woman,” a title of respect and tenderness, John 2. 4; 20, 13, 15, With verse 28
the Revision begins another paragraph. The *“seripture” of verse 28 is Psa. 69. 21.  For our Lord’s knowl-
edge that his work was now complete, see John 13. 1;17. 4. Compare * It is finished "’ with John 17. 4,

The Junior Grade

[For pupils from nine to twelve years, inclu-

sive. Each pupil, if possible, should be sup-

plied with a copy of the Intermediate Quar-

terly.]

Preparing the Lesson.
For Study Material for the Teacher see para-
graph on GeNERAL PREPARATORY WORK above.
Illustrative Material : Pictures of the cruci-
fixion should be very cautiously used. That
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iven on page 117 of Onward for April 15th, is,
perhaps, as little objectionable as any.

Constructing the Lesson.

Connecting Links: Master the first sixteen
verses of the chapter, and show how the events
of to-day’s lesson are historically related to those
of last Sunday.

Arrangement of the Lesson Facts: Use the
Golden Text for your outline: 1. He of whom
we study was the Christ. 2. The Christ Died.
3. The Christ Died for Our Sins, 4. The Christ
Died for Our Sins according to the Scriptures.

Teaching the Lesson.

Suggestions for Developing the Outline :

1. The *“Christ.” 1In simple language show
how men are officially set apart for great tasks.
The Governor-General of Canada is *‘inaugu-
rated” ; kings are ‘‘crowned’; ministers are
‘ordained.”  Without dwelling on such cere-
monies it will be easy briefly to explain the
ancient custom of anointing men (putting a little
oil on their heads) to set them apart as priests
or prophets or kings. The old Hebrew word for
an anointed man was Messiah ; the Gireek word
was Christ; and to this day when a baby is set
apart to be a Christian we say he is christened.
David among others was anointed to be king;
Elisha among others was anointed to be prophet.
But God promised to send one far greater than
Elisha or David or any other man to helY ‘S»eo-
ple to be good ; he was to be 7The Anointed One,
the Christ, the Messiah., Jesus was this Christ of
God.

2, The *‘Christ died.” The lesson passage
tells how he died. A good way to bring out its
facts is, while reading it, to ask the question,
Cax You TrLn? .

3. The *Christ died for our sins.” Amplifi-
cation of this most important personal thought
will be found in the }ﬁnn TALk and the Les.
sox ExrosiTioN,

4, Show that our Lord’s death was *accord-
ing to the Scriptures.” Reference to Psa. 22. 18,
in connection with verse 24, and to Psa. 69, 21,
in connection with verse 28, will illustrate this;
but .do not leave the subject there. Show that
the graduated revelation of God culminated in
Christ ; and this is not a difficult thing to do,
in language that bodyl and girls can understand.

Application: Adapt, so far as possible, the
suggestions given in the ScHoon or Pracrick.
Perhaps the best application for Juniors is to be
found in the worss *‘for our sins.” This is a
more comforting statement, even, than, * for the
sins of the wﬁole world.™ It means you and
ME. It means not simply salvation from penalt;
but salvation from sin, This salvation depends
on our depending on the Lord Jesus.

Home Work for Pupils.

Advance Work : Ask of each boy or girl in the
class to print the word ATONEMENT, tho heart-
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word of this sacred lesson. Ask them to read on
Monday, May 29, John 19. 31-37 ; on Tuesday,
John 19. 38.42; on Wednesday, John 20, 1-10;
on Thursday, commit to memory the Golden
Text ; on Friday, reat John 20. 11-17 ; on Satur-
day read John 20. 18.23; on Sunday morning,
June 4, John 20, 24.31,

Review Work: Ask the boys and girls to
bring in next Sunday written definitions of
Golgotha or Calvary, crucified, vesture, railed,
accomplished.

The Intermediate Grade

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years,
inclusive. ~ Each pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a copy of the Senior Quarterly,
the Intermediate Quarterly, or the Berean
Leaf.]

Preparing the Lesson.

For Study Material for the Teacher see note
on GENERAL PREPARATORY WORK, above.

Lllustrative Material : The facts of this lesson
are ro vivid, so awfully picturesque, that few
illustrations are needed.

Teaching the Lesson,

Connecting Links: See above.

Arrangement of the Lesson Facts: Bach of
the lessons of the Quarter has gathered its
truths around a personal pronoun in the Golden
Text. The pronouns of April were, I, 1, Sue,
HE, and ONE ANOTHER. Those of May are YE,
TueM, EVERY ONE, and Our (to-day’s lesson).
After having reverently surveyed the scene on
Calvary, giving due weight to every incident,
we turn to our Golden Text, and get the gist
of the lesson passage in the statement that
“Christ died for our sins, according to the
Scriptures.” 1In that sentence there are five
places for possible emphasis. We might throw
it on the word “Christ,” and show how unavail-
luE in themselves were sacrifices of lambs to
take away sins; only the Anointed of God could
do that. Or we might throw the emphasis on
“died,” and show that the death of Jesus,
though brought about by inexcusable crime, was
used by Godés providence for the salvation of the
world. 'We might throw it on “sins,” and show
the exceeding sinfulness of the sin that could
thus only be expiated. We might throw it on
“Scriptures.” and show how closely connected
are the Old and New Testaments, and Low trul
Christ was the fulfillment of all ritual and all
prophecy. But let us rather emphasize the
word “OUR,” and give the Golden Text a per-
sonal application. For our sins Christ died.
He was appointed, “anointed,” to die for our
sing. All Scripture has to do with us and our
sins. We will accordingly place on our pads

the following:
OUR { ACCORDING

CHRIST
DIED "O® SINS | AOmEE wes
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The Golden Text is in itself an application of
the lesson.

Home Work for Pupils.

Advance Work: Kindly insist on the Daily
Readings. Ask the pupils to read next Sun-
day’s lesson three times during the week with
the dLmsou PraN (Intermediate Quarterly) in
mind.

Review Work: Ask the pupils to bring in
next Sunday in writing the four versions of the
writing on the Cross; and the names of all who
are mentioned by name in the three gospels as
maving been present at our Lord's death.

The Senior Grade

[For pupils of seventeen and over. Each pu-
pil, if possible, should be supplied with a copy
of the Senior Quarterly.]

Our lesson passage records the central event
of the world’s history. No reverent study of it
can be unavailing. The teacher, with his
This is a more satisfactory plan, though it may
elect to study the verbally, hasi
its lessons as he proceeds—a most profitable
task. Or he may interweave from the four
gospels the incidents and phases of the story.
This is a more satisfactory plan, though it may
be found difficult to treat the topic so broadly
in the brief time of a Sunday school session,
For either of these plans our LEssoN Exrosi-
TION will furnish rich material.

An effective outline for the study of the nar-
rative of the crucifixion is furnished by the
seven words from the Cross; but this also
would require more time than most teachers
have at their disposal.

We will take those three of the seven words
which are recorded only by John and which are
the only ones that John records. “The word
expressing agony of soul is given by Matthew
and Mark; the words of priestly intercession,
of kingly grace, and of the Son’s calm trust in
the Father, by Luke only; the words of human
affection, of physical suffering, and of Messianic
triumph, by John only.” The words as given

. by John are in our lesson. Let us frame our

thoughts on them.
1. Human Affection, verses 26, 27. There

[May 28

could not be a sadder lot than that of Mary,
Old Simeon's prophecy was now fulfilled: “A
sword shall pierce through thine own soul also.”
In noting this Jesus turns from his own suffer-
ings. *“He shows all the tender love for parent
and for bosom friend of which the most loving
spirit is capable. Amid unutterable agonies of
body and soul he looks down at Mary and John
and utters those exquisite sentences of affec-
tionate simplicity which gave her another son
and him another mother. Here is a practical
word for the young men and women of our Sun-
day schools.. Do you want to be like Jesus?
Likeness to him does not consist in listening
to sermons and singing hymns.” One very
striking likeness to him is obedience to the
command, “Honor thy mother.” Be loving to
her, and tender and careful and provident.

2. Physical Suffering, verse 28, This cry
marked the supreme moment not merely of his
physical agony but of his mental agony, for by
a comparison of the three gospels we ascertain
that it was spoken when the three hours of
darkness had passed, and when there had come
to his soul sublime reassurance of the Father's
love., A few minutes later he commends his
spirit to his heavenly Father, The supremacy
of his humiliation, his suffering for our sakes,
is shown in these words,

3. Messianic Triumph, verse 30. “It is fin-
ished.” What was finished? (a)All his suffer-
ings were at an end. The “cup” (Matt, 26,
39-42; John 18. 11) had been drunk to the
dregs. (b) The types and predictions of the
old dispensation were fulfilled; the develop-
ment of God's plan of grace was complete.
(¢) 'The great enemy was conquered (see Hel,
2. 14). (d) Salvation for the human race was
complete, [Stock.] *“A full, perfect, and suf-
ficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for
the sins of the whole world” had been offered
(Heb 2. 3),

4. The Golden Text adds its lesson. Judas,
Caiaphas, Pilate—all have guilty responsibility
for our Lord’s death; but the ultimate responsi-
bility rests not on them. It rests on every
member of the human race: “Christ died for
our sins.” His death shows the greatness of
our guilt and the greatness of God's love,

The Responsive Review

1. Where was Jesus crucified? Near the city of Jerusalem. 2. What title was placed upon the cross by
Pilate? Jesus of Naszareth the King of the Jews. 8. In what language was it writteni In Hebrew and Greek
and Latin. 4, What did the soldiers do after they had crucified Jesus?! They parted his garments among
them. 5. What woman was standing near the cross? The mother of Jesus. 6. To whom did Jesus commit

her? To John, the beloved disciple.

The Church Catechism.

40. Repeat the Ten Commandments. Exodus 20, 3-17.
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Primary Teachers’ Department

Primary Notes

THE primary teacher has to face many an
hour of weariness and discouragement, when it
seems impossible that lasting impressions can
be made upon such volatile minds! Then—
think, “God, my God, and the God of childhood
has placed me here,” and smile at the demon
of doubt.

As to Order., What is known among physi-
cians as prophylactic (preventive) treatment
should be understood and practiced by every
primary teacher, See to it that the little wraps
are out of the reach of busy hands, and that
the most restless little bodies are not seated
side by side. See that the room is well venti-
lated, and on the first marked indications of
restlessness introduce an exercise, however
brief, calling for change of position,

Arouse Expectation. The crucial time is like-
Iy to occur during the teaching of the lesson.
The teacher who stands by the blackboard with
crayon in hand (even though she may use it
but little) has a great advantage, since she
thus keeps the element of expectation alive,
which is calming of itself. To interest a child
a very limited outlay of artistic ability is re-
quired, the active imagination of the child
easily supplying whatever of lack there may
be. A circle, a shield, wavy lines, straight
marks—wonders may be done with these and
other simple devices easily within the reach of
any primary teacher.

Helpful Prayers for Little Ones
It is sometimes the case that a primary
teacher can make good use of simple prayers in
rhyme. Two helpful selections of this kind #re
herewith given :
“Day by day the promise reads,
Daily strength for daily needs,
Cast foreboding fears away,
Take the manna of to-day.
God who bids us forward g0
Will not fail the way to show.”
“We thank thee, Lord, for having kept
Our souls and bodies while we slept,
We pray thee, Lord, that through this day,
In all we think, or do, or say,
We may be kept from harm or sin,
And made both good and pure within.”

A Little Child
A L1TTLE child in need—the child in its help-
lessness, with its back toward the darkness and
the silence, with its face toward a day dawning
over the battleground of ideas, of institutions,

of nations, of men, of great, naked, furious,
relentless  destini lashi tendi

, © g, de-
vouring, till the doom of God; the child facing

the battle; the child in a democracy, with an
outlook from the chariot of the King; the
child—and all humanity within him. There
lies the constraining motive, the fundamental
and inclusive legislation or philanthropy—the
child in whose presence sectionalisms become
meaningless, and humanity becomes supreme.—
Selected.

How Early Can Children Understand Bible
Reading ?

WE have excellent authority for using the
Bible itself in primary classes as much as may
be. Wise teachers of teachers exhort us to use
Bible words and phrases wherever they are sim-
ple enough, in telling the lesson story. In doing
this “Wisdom is profitable to direct.” By this
help we must make the best selections and use
them in the best way. It may help us to in-
quire how early a child may understand Serip-
ture words, although it does not follow that all
children will understand them at the same age.

Perhaps we often lose time by waiting till
after the first opportunity passes. Let us be on
guard against any such sacrifice of that gold
which, once squandered, cannot he gotten again,

A young mother whose only child was three
and a half years old felt sure that he could
understand a little of the New Testament, and
was anxious to lose no moment in beginning
that saturation with Scripture which should be
the aim of all who have aught to do with in-
fluencing child-life,

This mother bought a strongly bound copy of
the New Testament and wrote the baby's name
in it, making him understand that it was his
very own. He was allowed to take it, though
not to abuse it. Then the sweet stories were
begun. Just a few verses at a time were read,
leaving out spiritual teachings, giving only
facts. She found the gospel of Mark, which is
called the Children’ Gospel, gave the most
direct accounts of miracles, and she made care-
ful selection. The first memory text was, “Lit-
tle children, love one another.”

On the margin the mother marked in ink the
date of the first reading of each story. She
took but few, for the baby loved to hear the
same ones over and over. “When he is a man,”
she said, “he will prize this marked Testament.”

It was wonderful how the child enjoyed the
stories in the very words of the book itself.
The healing of the man sick of the palsy was
his favorite one. A

This incident is given to encourage the effort
to give to the wee ones “the children’s portion”
early. “The bread that comes from heaven
needs finest breaking,” but let them have it from
the loaf. JOH.J
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finternational Bible Lessons
SECOND QUARTER

LESSON VI—May 7

THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES. John
15, 1-12

GoLpEN TexT: “IHerein is my Father glorified,
that ye bear much fruit.” John 15. 8.

Primary Notes

BY JULIA 1. JOHNSTON
Approach. This is a
lesson about fruit-bear-
ing, but its dominant
thought is love. It is
Jesus's love, flowing into
our hearts, as sap flows
from the vine to the
branches, that makes us
do what he wishes. Let
us make prominent the thought of our Lord's
love for us, as the reason for loving and pleas-
ing him. To this end emphasize the fruit-bear-
ing as a result of being as close to Jesus as the
branch is to the vine, and approach the lesson
by a little talk about growing things, and how
we know the kind of tree or vine by what it
bears, since apples do not grow on cherry trees,
nor figs on grapevines. When the lovely blos-
soms that come first in spring do their part,
and then each little branch clings close to the
tree or vine, and takes the sap from the parent
trunk (explain all this briefly but clearly),

then there is fruit, and much fruit.

Make a little parable about the vine and its
branches. Once there was a strong, great, beau-
tiful vine, with ever so many branches—big and
little. Up from the earth through this vine ran
the juices that made the branches grow. Kach
branch that clung close got plenty of this sap
to make it grow, and as it grew strong the lit-
tle cluster of grapes began to come on each one.
The vine loved all its branches and held them
fast, glad to give its juice, which was its life,
to every one, even the tiniest.

'If any I>rmw}! got away from the vine it
withered up, for it had nothing to make it grow.
The vine wished to keep each one close, but if
a little branch refused to take the life-giving
sap, hy and by it fell off. If the little branch
did not wish to stay with the vine, and allowed
some‘crmﬂl hand from outside to take it away,
then it was not the vine's fault that the branch
withered and bore no fruit. Tt would not do
for any little branch to stay awhile in the vine,
and then drop off and come again, and drop off
and come again. It could not bear fruit in that
way. It must stay. Another word for stay is
-abide. Each branch must abide in the vine,

The Lesson: Jesus the True Vine. Great care
must be taken in such symbolic lessons to avoid
confusing the children by mixed metaphors, by
pressing analogies too far, or by failure to make
clear the one point to be emphasized. Having
in view the thought that Jesus loves us and
holds us close as a vine its branches, if we but
stay close to him, let us so teach this lesson
about Jesus the Vine as to impress the scholars
with the need of keeping close, and being filled
with his love, which will make us do things
which please him, these things being like fruit
upon a vine, showing what kind of a vine it is.

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the vine,
and ye are the branches.” Then he told them
that the branch could not bear fruit unless it
stayed in the vine, and that they could not do
the right things unless they would stay close
to him.

Jesus's Promise. 'The Lord gave the disciples
a wonderful promise: “If ye abide in me, and
my words -abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you.” A little
branch cut off and cast away surely could not
get anything from the vine, so if we get so far
away from Jesus that we think nothing of him,
care nothing for him, and never try to please
him, how can we expect him to help us and
answer our prayers? X

Jesus's Love. Can you think how much the
Father in heaven loved his Son Jesus, his only
Son, who had always been with him, and was
always perfect? Your fathers and mothers
love you, but sometimes you make them sorry
by what you do. Jesus never made his I"ather
sorry. O, how God loved his Son!

But listen. What does Jesus say? “As my
Father hath loved me, so have I loved you.”
You never can know how much Jesus loves
yoy, because you can’t know, in your little
hefrts, how much God loves Jesus. Then Jesis
said, “Continue ye"—that is, keep on, stay,
abide—"in my love.” .

He told how to show that we are staying in
his love. “If ye love me, keep my command-
ments.” Do what Jesus says, and that will
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show that you are so close to him that his love
fills your hearts as the juice of the vine fills
the branches growing on it.
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Thought about Jesus: He Loves Me,

Thought for T'eachers, There is but one help
and hope for us in teaching, and that is, “Abid-
ing in him."”

LESSON VII—May 14

JESUS PRAYS FOR HIS FOLLOWERS
John 17, 15-26

GOLDEN TExT: “I pray for them.” John 17, 9,

Primary Notes

Approach. The general
thought of prayer runs
through this lesson, but
the specific thought is in-
tercessory prayer, and
this should be kept promi-
nently and persistently
in mind. Focus atten-
tion and concentrate in-
terest upon this theme. Lead up to it very
simply by telling a little story illustrating one
child’s asking something for another,

Jamie was anxious to have Jack come over
and share his new play with a little fire en-
gine. He went to Jack's mother and asked,
“Please, may Jack come over and play with
me?"  Mother said “Yes,” and the two boys
had a good time together, “I'm glad you asked
mother if I might come,” said Jack. “I asked
ler, because I was in such a hurry to get you
here to have a good play,” said Jamie,

But this was only about play. It was not a
very big thing, A poor man, just out of prison,
but anxious to do right and willing to work,
found it very hard to get anything to do,
had no friends to help him and felt dis
A good, kind woman found out about this man’s

trouble. He had never done anything for her,
but she was sorry for him.

She had a rich friend who had power to give
work to many men. She asked this friend to
give the poor man work to do, and he did. He
owed it all to the good woman who asked the
favor for him. She asked nothing for herself,
but begged for a place for the man who was a
stranger,  Was she not kind and good ?

There was once a boy away from home. He
liked a good time, and he was lonely, and he
was tempted to go with boys who were not very
good, because they said to him, “Come along
and liave some fun.” Once they asked Henr:
!0 meet them at nine o'clock, after evening wor
as done, and go to a saloon. At first Henry
Was tempted to go. He almost promised. Then
be remembered his mother’s words, “Henry, at
nine o'clock every night T will pray to God for
You and ask him' to ﬁelp and bless you,”

"hen Henry thought of this he said, “No,

55, I can’t go.”” God answered the mother’s

prayer for her boy, by making him think of her
words, and in this way keeping him from going
with bad company. Now, who got the most,
and who got the best thing for asking: Jamie,
who asked leave for Jack to visit him, the good
woman who asked work for a poor man, or the
mother who asked God to help and keep her
boy? Who was able to give the best thing, the
mother who let Jack 80 to play, the rich man
who gave a place to work, or God who kept a
mother’s boy from doing wrong?

You see each time one person asked some-
thing for another, but some things were worth
more than others, and there was One who was
able to give more than the others,

The Lesson: Jesus Praying. Our lesson tells
us about One who asked great things for his
friends. It was the Lord Jesus, the Son of
God. After holding the last meeting and eating
with his friends for the last time, Jesus told
them many things to remember. Then he
stopped speaking to them, and turned to God
his Father, and began to speak to him about
these friends and followers of his. If you had
been there in that quiet place with Jesus, would
you have listened while he prayed for you? 0,
then, listen now, for this prayer that Jesus
prayed was for you, and it is for you now as
much as it was for the disciples long ago, He
said then llu_n h(-_did not pray for these alone,
who were with him, but for those who should
believe on  him through the words of these
friends.  You have FLeard and believed the
words of Jesus's friends who wrote of him, and
surely this prayer of Christ is for you,

What Jesus Prayed For. He asked for many
things, but we will try to remember three:
First, that they might be kept from evil, sec-
ond, that they might love each other so much
that they would have one heart, and be like one

family; and. third, that they might be with him
at last,

The Thought About Jesus: He Prays for Me.
Bring close home the trath that what Jesus
asked for those disciples he asks now for each
child of his. Expand and illustrate the thought

till each little heart is solemnized with the con-
viction, “Jesus prays for me,”
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Thought for T'eachers. When we faint in our
work let our Lord’s words comfort us, “I have
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.”

LESSON VIII—May 21
JESUS BEFORE PILATE. John 28. 28-40

GoLpeEN TeXT: “Everyone that is of the truth
heareth my voice.” John 18, 27,

Primary Notes

Approach.  Whenever
possible the lesson-truth
should be linked with the
Golden Text, that by the
law of association each
may be the easier re-
membered. In this les-
son the Golden Text
centers the thought upon
the fact that Jesus spoke even to Pilate, his
judge, and told him a wonderful thing. He
showed Pilate how to know whether he was
true, or of the truth, or not. If he were, Pilate
would listen to Jesus's voice. Taking this
thought of listening to Jesus, as the one to im-
press, let us begin by speaking of the voice.

If you were in a dark room and heard a voice
speaking would you know who was speaking?
1f it were some one you heard speak every day,
would you not know the voice? Would you
know mother’s voice? Father's voice? But if
a stranger, who was no relation to you, and had
never heard your father or mother speak should
be with you and listen, would the stranger know
the voice? Of course not, and the stranger

would not care very much about what was said
either.

Some children were playing together out of
doors on a large lawn. There were many of
them and they were laughing merrily and hav-
ing a good time. Suddenly one boy stopped
and <aid, “I must go in.,” “Why?" asked the
rest, “Mother called me,” said Elmer. “I
didn’t hear anybody eall,” said Dick. “I didn’t
either,” cried Frank. “I guess you must have
been mistaken.” “You don’t know mother's
voice as well as T do,” called back Elmer, for he
was already on his way in. The mother was
at the window, No one had seen her, not even
Elmer: but the boy who knew his mother's
voice so well Leard it when she called, and ran
to see what she wished.

This boy was of the family. He was not a
stranger. e had grown up with the sound of
mother's voice in his ear. It was different
from what it was with the rest of the children
playing on the lawn.

The wonderful lesson to-day tells us what
Jesus says about hearing his voice when he

speaks.
Where was Jesus? Give very briefly indeed

the story of Jesus's betrayal in the gardeh, his
being taken before Caiaphas to be tried accord-
ing to the law of the Jews, and then, because
they had no right to put anyone to death, his
being hurried early in the morning to the judg-
ment hall of Pilate the Roman governor, the
Romans having power over the Jews at this
time,

Picture the strange scene in the dawn of the
day in that great judgment hall, with the peo-
ple outside, thesJews who were afraid to go in
for fear it would make them unfit to eat the
feast of the passover, but not afraid to stand
outside und ask that Jesus, the sinless One, be
given up to die. See the crowds inside, the
curious crowls, waiting to see and hear what
they could.

Pilate.  The Roman governor wished to
know why the prisoner was brought before him.
Ie must have done something wrong? What
was it? What had the people to say against
this man? As they could not come in to him
Pilate went out to them and asked what Jesus
had done. They answered that they would not
have brought him if he had done nothing. Pi-
late said, “Take him yourselves, and judge him
by your law.” But they said they could noi
put him to death. This showed that they had
made up_their minds that Jesus must die.

Then Pilate went in to speak with Jesus, to
find out for himself why this prisoner had been
brought. *“Your own people have brought you
here,” he said. “What have you done?” Jesus
said that his kingdom was not of this world.
His servants would fight if it were, but now they
would not, for his kingdom was not below.
“Are you a king?" asked l'ilulo._ He must have
been surprised to think that this poor prisoner
standing before him might be a king, and that
he claimed to be a king.

Then Jesus told Pilate that he was a king and
came to he the true King over all, that all who
were true and of the truth might hear his voice,
“What is truth?" asked Pilate. But when he
had said this he went out, without waiting, it
seems, to hear more about truth. He said fo
the waiting people, “I find in him no fault at

all.” Then surely he ought to have let him ro
but instead Pilate gave the people the choice of
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one to be released or set free at the feast, the
robber Barabbas or Jesus. They all cried out
“Not this man but Barabbas.”
true,

Thought about Jesus: He Npeaks to Me.,

Thought for Teachers, Listening to Jesus's
voice in our own heart will help us to make
our scholars hear as he speaks to them,

y
They weré not

LESSON IX—May 28
THE CRUCIFIXLION. John 19, 17-30

GOLPEN TeXT: “Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures.” 1 Cor. 15, 3.

Primary Notes

Approach.  Again the
Golden Text gives us the
dominant  thought for
the lesson. It is this:
He died for me. Lead
up to the supreme truth
by a series of illustra-
tions. A mother had
some delicious fruit giy-
en her. She would have enjoyed it very much
but she did not eat it. She earried it home to
her little sick daughter, who needed to be
coaxed to eat at all, “Why didn't you eat it,
mother?” asked Elva. “I kept it for you,”
mother answered, She loved her daughter bet-
ter than she did herself. But the mother had
enough to eat for her supper, though she had
no fruit

A father was leading his little boy home
through a forest path one bitter cold day. The
boy cried with the cold, and his father took off
his coat and wrapped it around the little fellow,
lifting him in his arms and carrying him home,
The father was warmer for his load, and though
he was not as comfortable because of giving up
his coat, he got home safely, and he did it for
the sake of his boy.

But there was a' mother, lost in a4 snow storm
with her baby, who took off her shawl to cover
the child, and it was more than she could spare,
The two were found in the morning, and the
baby was alive and warm, while the mother
was frozen to death. She gave her life for the
baby. The others gave up some comforts, but
this mother gave up everything. It was not for
herself, but for the child she loved more than
she loved her life,

Was there anything «llr_w that Elva's mother,
or Bert’s father, in the first two stories, could
give up for them? .0, yes. They only gave up
the comfort of having fruit to eat and of being
perfectly warm, but the mother of the baby cov-
ered with her shawl had nothing more to give
up to show her l'u\'(n She gave her life, and
had no more to give,

The Lesson: Jesus on the Crogs, Put all the

heart into the telling of Jesus’s love in dying
for us. Do not enter into minute details of
crucifixion, but tell of the  shamefulness
and pain of this death to which Pilate gave
Jesus up, when the people ecried out “Crucify
him ! erucify him !"

Only the wickedest, the very worst men were
put to death on the cross before this. Jesus
was pure and good; but he took all the sins of
the world upon himself, and died in the place
of all the sinful ones, Not his own sins, but
the sins of the world, put Jesus on the cross,
He took all the punishment that those who
loved and trusted him might go free and be for-
given,

The People Around the Cross. Among them
all, and first of all, think of Jesus, the Holy
One, giving his life for us all, Then we think
of Pilate, who might not have gone to the
cross, bt who ordered the title written over it,
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”
Pilate spoke more truly than he knew. Jesus
was the King not only of the Jows but of all.

Then there were the soldiers. They did as
they were told, They knew nothing of Jesus.
They put him to death; they parted his gar-
ments among them. But see the women stand-
ing near the Saviour they loved. His mother
Mary is there, and Mary Ma zdalene, and other
women., And John, the disciple whom Jesus
loved, who leaned on the Lord’s breast at the
last supper, is there too, (Give incident of
commending Mary to John,)

There were two thieves there, one on each
side of Jesus, and one of them felt that Jesus
was the Son of God. (Give this incident.)

And at last Jesus said, “I thirst.” 1t had
been told long hefore just what would happen.
And when Jesus had received the vinegar they
gave him he bowed his head, saying, “It is fin-
ished.” Then the great work was done,

The Thought about Jesus: e Died for Me.
It was because he loved me so, and longed to
take away my sins, forgiving them all and mak-
ing we good and holy, that Jesus died for me,

Thought for Teachers. Do not try so much

to make children understand just why Jesus
must die to show his love and save us all, but
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make them feel that he did die for love's sake,

Let us “stand the cross beside” while we teach

this lesson.

The Children’s Gifts
(Recitation—Dbefore the Offering)

LIKE the drops of water falling
Gently from the sky above,

Are the little gifts of children,
Given with a child-heart’s love.

In the clouds, the drops of water,
Giving back the sun's bright rays,

Make a rainbow, full of beauty,
On the dark and gloomy days.

Drops enough wi¥smake a shower,
Drops enough will make a rill,
And the sparkling drops of water
Many an empty cup may fill.

So the gifts of little children,
Gathered up and then outpoured,

In the name of Christ the Saviour,
Help and comfort may afford.

Far and near these rills of blessing
Flow to those in deepest need :
For the wandering youth and children
Without love and care we plead.
~—From The Child in the Midst.

WHAT about the new converts? Are they
being cared for by the older church mewmbers?
In particular, the little children, are they heing
spoken to, welcomed, made to feel that they are
Christians and fellow-members of the church?
—~elected.

Whisper Songs for May
SIXTH LESSON
BLESSED Saviour, we are thine,
Living branches of the Vine,
Give us fruits of righteousness
Other waiting souls to bless,

SEVENTH LESSON
Holy Saviour, let us be
One in heart and one in thee,
One in faith, and hope, and love,
One forever more above,

EIGHTH LUSSON
Loving Saviour, patient, meek,
Give us grace like thee to speak;
Keep us gentle through our youth,
Arm us always with thy truth.,
NINTIH LESSON
Saviour, unto pain and death
Thou didst yield thy human breath.
Shall not children such as we
Yield our love, our life to thee?

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
Second Quarter

I'RAISE SERVICE. (All repeat, slowly and
seriously, after teacher.)

“Like a shepherd Jesus will guard his children,

In his arms he carries them all the day long ;
Praise him! praise him! tell of his excellent

greatness,

Praise him! praise him! ever in joyful song.”

SINGING. A joyful song of praise.

Teacher. O God, thou art my God,

Class. Early will I seek thee.

T. O thou that hearest prayer.

(. Unto thee shall all flesh come.

T. 1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,

C. Whence cometh my help.

PRAYER, closing with the Lord's Prayer by
all.

SINGING,

“O that with yonder sacred throng,
We at his feet may fall!

We'll join the everlasting song,
And crown him Lord of all.”

GIVING SERVICE.

Teacher. How does God want us to give to
him?

('lass. Cheerfully, freely, lovingly.

T. Why should we love to give to God?

C. Because he gave his Son to us.

T. Does Jesus know what gifts we have
brought him to-day?

All. “Jesus sat beside the treasury,

Saw the pennies as they came,
Knew the hearts that loved to bring
them
For the sake of his dear name.”

OFFERING, followed by
consecration,

Bierupay OFFerING, followed by song or
recitation,

ApoiTIONAL LESSON (five minutes).

Brier REVIEW.

MotioN EXERCISE, OR SONG. (As a prepara-
tion for the sustained attention desired to the
lesson teaching, some physical change should
be given the chass. A marching song may be
sung, while windows are thrown open. *We
will all rise up together,” may be repeated
twice, or some bright motion song, sung by the
class standing; any of these will produce an
excellent effect.)

LessoN TeacHinG. (Review briefly,
new lesson, and close with echo prayer.)

CLoSING EXERCISE.

T. “The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the
Lord make his face to shine upon thee,
and be gracious unto thee,”

C. “The Lord watch between me and thees
when we are absent one from another.

simple prayer of

teach




Extemporaneous
Oratory

For Professional and Amateur Speakers
hildren,

1y long ; By

xcellent J. M. Buckley, LL.D.

1 song.” Cicero said: “I cannot conceive anything more
excellent than to be able, by language, to captivate
the affections, to charm the understanding, and to
impel or restrain the will of whole assemblies at

Mills, pleasure.” Students of the art will find in “Extem-

poraneous Oratory ” a book of great practical value,
ayer by Cloth,

Dr. Buckley is well known as one of America’s
$1.50, postpaid

leading orators.
8

JUST PUBLISHED!

Great Facts for Christian Living

give to

d?

e bave By REV. GEORGE B. McLEQD

Pastor Firet Presbyterian Church, Truro, N.S.

CoNreNTS :
I. The Fact of God, VI. The New Law of Life.
I1. The Fact of Christ. VIL The Threefold Value of Life.
yer of IIL The Truth of Life, VILL The Fourfold Vision of Life,
IV. The Spirituality of Life, IX. The Fact of Immortality.
song  or

V. The Ideal of Life,

““This is a book of fundamentals, The writer has read much, has

thought long and deeply, has translated his thinking into strenuous living.
PREpare: These chapters glow, too, with that fine enthusiasm of soul which comes only from
| ;;:“:ll;"; personal reverence and love for the great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and love

tae te for the souls of brother men. The discourses cannot be read without making life a

| . ) We loftier, deeper, nobler thing.”—From introduetion, by Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, M. A,
ated .

:P{::l:h:' Cloth, 222 pages, $1.00 postpaid.

duce an

, teach

William Briggs 29-33 Richmond St. W. Toronto
= C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que.  S. F. HJZSTIS, Halifax, N, §

nd thee,
nother.”




OOKS to find a place on the
shelves of the modern Sunday

lmportant Factors School Library should be
N . . wholesome, instructive and
n Plll'ChﬂSIllg entertaining. Variety is also needed

to retain the interest of the scholars.

These requirements are met by
our stock—the largest and most varied

Su nday in Canada.

Our staff well understand what the

young people like, and can give the

SChOOI selecting committee material assist-
ance.

We offer our out-of-town patrons

Libraries the privilege of personal selection.

Inquire about it.
A 56-page cnmlogue will be sent
free to any address.
A ] In the matter of terms and dis-
counts our prices will be found the
. lowest, and we can safely say that no-

where can Sunday Schools purchase
to better advantage.

bt bt bt bt A P a

i
1

$22.45 for $11.00

i | A Missionary Library of 20 vols., $11.00 n

HE volumes are concise, well written, largely blogr.lplncal, and are such as will Ll‘

Il not only interest the mdlﬂ'crun but will also foster the interest and increase Li
the knowledge of those who are I)utcr informed. These 20 volumes cost at pub- C;
lishers’ prices $22.45, but by purchasing in large lots we are able to furnish the 20 h Th
volumes for $11.00, carriage to be paid by purchaser. Bg

Here is a List of the Books:

of Uganda, by Chas, F. Harford-Battershy, 81,60 ; Eminent Missionary Women,
J Y, $1.26; Chmese Heroes, by Dr. Isaac T. Headland, $1.00 v Canoe and Dog-Train, by Egerton Ryerson
F \uuuu. $1.25; A l.one pman in Africa, by Miss A)mes McAllister, $1.00; The Little een God, by Caro-

y Mrs. J. T. Gra-

line Atwater Mason, 7 My Missionary Apprenticeship, by Bishop J, M, Thohurn $1.20; Down in Water
| i Street, by Samuel H, llmﬂev $1.00; William Butler, the Founder of Two Missions, by O ementina Butler,
[ $1,00 ; The llnhu p's Conversion, by 'Ellen Blackmar Maxwell, $1,60 ; Verbeck of |n]|lll by William E, Grll-

i fis, $1.50 ry-Day Life in Korea, by D, ifford, $1,25 ; Protestant Missions in South America, 50c,

y | Opportun n'the Path of the Great Physician, by Valeria Penrose, 81,00 ; Picket Life of Missions, $1. (ID

i The Cobra’s Den, by Jacob Chamberlain, $1.00 ; The Cry Heard, by Ella I’.-rrv Price, 81,00 ; The Chinaman
as We See Him, by Ira M. Condit, $1.50; The Minute Man on the Frontier, by W, G. l‘udde!ool $.25;

Foreign Missions in the l‘rowulanl Churchel, by 8, L. Baldwin, $1.00,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 2933 Richmond st., w., TORONTO

C. W. COATES, Montregl, Que. S. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.
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¥ NATURE STUDY o

Fragrant wild flowers, native birds and out-door life generally are creating more and
more interest, and books on these subjects are much sought after,” Each volume profusel y
illustrated. A feow 8ood ones to choose from :

Canadian Wilg Flowers, Painted and Plants and Their Children, Dana
Lithographed, By Agnes FitzGibbo, 3 Madam How and Lady Why:.
with botanical doncrlpﬁnn by C. P. Trail Flowers and Their Friends
Cloth, .00 net ; same without colored A Few Familiar Flowers, )
illustrations $2 In God’s Out-of- Quayle ..

A Guide to Wild Flowers, 3 Color Key to American

Our Native Trees, Keeler Chapman . ..., SR AR

The Canadian Garden. Annje1, ac o North American Birds' Eggs,  Ree. s

Flashlights on Nature, Grant Allen. 25 | American Animals.  Witmer Stone and
he Birds of Ontario, Mcllwraith . "' Wm. Everitg Cram, Six color plates

Lobo, Rag and Vixen. Seton Thompson. 50 and over IOO.‘?hot aphs from life .

Botany for Children, Cooper 1 American Fog and Game Fishes, David

The Fairyland of Science, N Starr Jordan and Barton W, Evermann,

Seed Babjes, Morley F Tan color plates, l(lléxhotogruphu of live

Mother Nature's Children, " Gould .. 100 fish in the water, and 200 text cuts

Stories Mothey Nature Told Her Children. Nature's Garden, Neltje Blanchan. 32
Jane Andrews. .., SV ETAR Vs 0 s 75 colored plates, 48 black and white ... .’

Ways of Wood Folks, A The Butterfly Book, Dr. W. J. Holland,

Wilderness \\'n‘) 8. Long e 48 colored plates

8Secrets of the V ‘oods, | For bNnanG e The Moth Book, 8

Wood Folk at School, o i colored plates a g

Friends and Helpers, i o The Insect Book 5
arth and Sky, Btiekney ..... . " 16 colored plates, 32 black and white

Pets and Companions, @tickncy TNV bee The Mushroom Book. Nina I.. Marshall.
rd World, Stick L R S 7 24 colored plates, 24 black and white,

Nature Study and Life, Hodge and about 100 text S ., .

POSTPAID

300

For Suhﬁday School Workersr

Enthusiastic Sunday School Workers are always on
the look-out for literature bearinE on their line of
work. Here's a list of standard books:

of the Sunday School Move. 8unday School Success, Amos |, Wells, g1.10,
t. $1.00. V.

ment. Peloube he Land and the Book. N. M. Thomson, ¥1.90,

Life and
vols.  Alfred Edersheim. $2,00, | . and others, 7:
Life and Epistles of S, Paul. Rev. w. J, | Life of Christ, Frederick Farrar, a0e. and 65¢,
Conrbenn-. $1.25. Ways of Working. Rev. A, F, Schaufier,
Complete Concordance. Alex, Cruden, $1.00. $1.00,
The Point of Contact in Teaching. Patterson How to Make the Sunday School Go, By A,
Jubois, 75 Brewer, Supt, Spworth Memorial Sunday
Beckoning, om Little Hands, Patterson School, Cle: eland, Ohio, Helpful methods of
ubois, 3, Sunday School work, Allthe plans described
The Organized Sunday School, J. W. Axtell, have been put into successful operation,
H0c. Cloth, 60c., net,
Modern Mc.-lhmlulnSunduy School Work, Geo, Seven Graded Sunday Schools. Jesse Lyman
- Mead. (By mail, post e 17c. extra.) $1.50, Hurlbut, “A series of pract papers, Cloth,
Legion of Honor Normal Bible and Training . net,
Lessons,  Prof, H. M. Hamil. Each, 13c,; Principles and Ideals for the Sunday School,
per dozen, $1.50, Ernest Burton and Shailer Matthews, An
Comprehensive ‘oncordance to !hol{ulyScrlp- essay on religious Fx-(lngm(_\', The authors
Lures, . J. B. L. Walker, £1.25, have been engaged in Sunday 8chool work
Hlustrated Bible l)lrlionnr,v an ury for many years and write out of their own
story, Hlugrnphf'. ete, M. ston, 3 experience. Cloth, $1.25 net,
Teaching and Teachers,  H, ; Tri . Matthew He "n ('n,m ll’Clllilr)' on the Entire
.10, 3 0ls.)  $7.50,
Yale Lectures on the Sunday School. H, Clay | A ) 8 Commentary on the Entire
. $1.80, ls.) 87,50,

ev. ', N, P X
imes of Jesus the Messinh, Two Hints on Blhlosstl dy. Drummond, Dawson
$2.00, 75e,

Trumbull (Six vo

.80, ] ix
Hints on Child Training, H, Clay Trumbull. | Excepting the last two, carriage is included
$1.25, in the stated pri

WILLIAM BRIGGS, B R Toronto

« W. Coates, Moatreal, Que. S. F. Huestis, Halifax, N, s,
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The Young Man
and the Church

A LIST OF THE MOST HELPFUL BOOKS ON THIS IMPORTANT SUBJECT
IS HEREWITH PRESENTED THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED IN THE
WELFARE OF YOUNG MEN, AND ARE MAKING A SPECIAL STUDY OF
THE MATTER WILL FIND IN THIS LIST SOME BOOKS OF REAL VALUE

THE CHURCH AND YOUNG MEN. A\ study of the spiritual condition and
L 2 men, and modern agencies for their improvement. By Frank
Graves Cresse _"‘lI Net $1.35

the 1 States for their religion terment. As @ practical
A YOUNG MAN'S QUESTIONS. iy Robert E. Speer. Net Soo

THE BOY PROBLEM. [y \\. Il Forbush.  Net 75
THE FACT OF CHRIST By I Carnegic Simpson,  §1.23

TALKS TO YOUNa MEN I3y 1. Thain Davidson, 6o
b L or, cach 6o
A Good St'xrt Sure to Succeed
Forewarned -Forearmed The City Youth.
A YOUNG MANS MAKE UP. v James I Vance. A study of things that
make o nake i mg mai Net 78
By the s

The Rxsc ot a Soul. A stimulant to personal progress and development,

Roynl M1nh00d \n inspiring book ; a strong, forcible, eloguent presenta

tion of the characteristios of true \‘},H,]Uwv‘ b1.25
MANHOOD 'S MORNING. Joscph Alfred Conwell. Net $1.00
| " 1 wer with the problen f i yom ife Wl i
affect, 1 oV I lia p practical value, its fulne ts force
} \ very young man who cares 1 1 evi

THE MAKING OF A MAN. James W, Lee. $1.25.

ASPIRATION AND ACHIEVEMENT., A Young Man's Message to Youny
Men. By Frederick A, Atkins,  35¢

By the same author, each 35¢.
First Battles and How to Fight Them. Iriendly Chatswith Young Men,
Moral Muscle and How to Use It. A Diothe rly Chat with Youn,, Men
Sent Postpaid upon receipt of price

William Briggs 25w Toronto

C.W. Coates, Montreal, Que. S.F.Huestis, Halifax, N.S.




