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- OUR MOTHER TONGUE.
(Froma Lecture by the Ree. Dr. Edgar, of Beljust.)

This is'a very unpretending title, but there were maxy very happy asseci-
ations comnected withit; and the words of every tongue had a permanence
and force few ever thought of. It was from the words used to express ideas
{hat one man formed his estimate of the character of another 5 and who could
tellbut that everyword uttered by every man since the creation went with the
currents of the air, and were written thereon in one continuous stream in a
manner that world belegible to angelic eyes when the great records of eternity
were unfolded 2 After giving some exemples of emphatic words—words which
from their very sound told their own meaning—Dr. Edar gave some hesutiful
and forcible illustrations of the uses of certain words in assisting a nation in
learning its own history, inasmuch os the language of a nation nunderwent a
chenge coevel with the changes in a nation’s history. Among others, the
lectarer instanced ““ox,” “cow,” and “cclf” es Saxon words, and which
still retained their original meaning ; but now they had ““ beef ” and © veal ”
—Normon words—chengzd from * cow " and ““ c2li ? because their Norman
maxters made the Saxon reor the cattle until they were fit for use, when
they saved them the frouble of killing them, and of course had 2 right to
chapge the newe when the cnimal chanzed owners.  “Pig” and “ bacon”
w202 both Saxon words, but that was because when they had killed the pig
they ot leave to cat it. The words < poltroon ™ (2 man who cut his thuwb
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off in order that he might not have to carry a musket) and * craven ”—went
to show that when these words were introduced the country was governed by
warlike and chivalrous feelings. Such words as these fixed periods or dates
in a nation’s history ; for suppose some zealous bigot wrote a book and wanted
to palm it on the world as an ancient authority on some centested point, ne
one would believe it if such a word as “telegram,” or any of thuse of modern
date, were fourd in that book. As science and the arts advanced, new words
wers needed to signify new articles, and language was always increasing.  In
degraded countries, words which once expressed virtues were so changed in
their character by the vileness of the people thut they came to be used to re-
present vice. From Zgyptian words which oceurred in the five books of
Moses the fact was established beyond a doubt that Moses must have been
considered the son of the king’s daughter, because nune but membera of the
Royel Family of Egypt were taught the use of the hieroglyphics of the priests.
From the fact that Chaldean words occurred in many instancesin the writings
of Jewish seribes, it was proved that the Israclites had learned some of the
language of their oppressors in the land of Chaldea., In strong lauguage the
lecturer denounced the words of flattery and falsehood, another use to which
“Qur Mother Tongue ” was extensively applied ; and he next went on to de-
plore the fact that a system «f tyranny and oppression had led men to change

the meaning of worde 80 as to make those lLelow them meaner still.  Thus
‘“knave,” in its original sense, meant a boy ; and “villain” 2 poor man—it
might be 2 lahourer or servant. Had not their meoning been perverted ! A
great many words now in use were only the remnants of ignorance. Thus
*turkey ” got its name from ite being erroneously supposzd to come from
Turkey ; and *¢ gipsey,” from its b.ing supposed that that people came from
Egypt; and ““humour,” from irs being at one time imagined that the budy
was composed of four principal huwaours, and hence a man is said to be in
a good or bad humour. Tae words ““jovial,” “sour,” *‘saturnine,” and
¢ churming ” were remains of the old science of Astrology, when 1é was sup-
posed that 2 man’s destiny was ruled by seme particular star or planet. The
lecturer deplored as the most iujurious use to which * Our Mother Tongue?”
was ever put, the employment of slang. After speaking of the ennobling effect
Christininty had on the fangnage of any country, the lecturer alluded to the
peculiar phraseology of the Bible, 1nd said that the phraseology of the pulpit,
if it was scriptural, and to be of any effect, must be peculiar too. The iecturer
then went on to notice the Herculean tasks missionaries to foreian countries
had to enuuge in ere their ministry could have any efeci—when they had first
to form an alphabet from the gonnds that struck their earz, and from that al-
phabet form a language, and then, in the “ mother tougue ” of that people,
preach Christeruatied.  Thers was ¢ copy of the Scripfures in existence, writton
Uy the jivst Presbyforion aissionarn Yo the saveye tribes of duerivo, and the lon-
guage of which 2o man now gneks.  The people for whom it was written had
disappeared before the brandy and firewater of these who pretended to bring
them civiliz~tion and Christianity. He then spoke for a few minutes of the
fact that all languages, though they differ in many minor points, seemed
to beleny to cno comraoen hend, which proved that at the dispersion of the
builders of Babel their Innguage was only confounded, that they did not ger
new languages, and thot ol wonld speak in ons tongve again when the re-
decmed would conaregate around the throne, and sing with onc voice “ glory
and honour and power be wnto the Lomb for ever and ever.”
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Gunadian and Bomestie,

PESSUEET

REPORT OF REY. JOHN WOOD.
Tu the Buard of Divectors of the Upper Canada Bible Suciety,

GeNTLEMEN,—I beg to report that in accordarce with the arraugement
made through your Secretary, I have just completed my visitation of the
branches assigned to me in the southern part of the County of Huron.

Beginning with Seaforth, March 10th, I found the arrangements complete,
but was led to expect a very small meeting, in which I was not disappuinted.
Three of the local ministers were present and assisted.

At Clinton, for some unexplained reuson, no arrangements had been made for
raecting. I saw the officers of the branch, however, and nbtained from
them the promise that the moaeys in hund should be promptly appropriated,
und remitted to Toronto, and that aa effort should Le made before long to
resuscitate the Society.

Next I went to Bayficld, March 12th, where we had & zood meet.ngz in the
Fresbyterian Church ; Rev. Mr. Gibson assisted. Collections mostly nade,
and were to be forwarded at ence, as well as raoney to settle purchase account,

At Brucefield, March 13th 3 we felt the lack occasioned by theabsence of the
Rev. Mr. Rogs, President of this Branch, but his place was in some raeasure
supplied by a very excellent address from A. McLagan Esq., who bore em-
phatic testimony to the need and value of the society’s efforts in various
European and Oxiental countries in which he had lately travelled extensively.
Theattendance wasnot large, but was apparently much interested; collections
not quite complete, but would be in a day or two,

Tho meeting at Lynondeille, March 14th, waz shoat an average one. The
Rev. Mr. Graham occupied the chair, and sendered efficient help in various
wuys, Their collections are forwarded herewith,

The following Tuesday, March 18th, I bevan again at Rirkfon, where,
notwithstanding the unfavourable weather, we had a capital mosting.  Rev,
Mr. Gracey gave valuable assistance. The President, Rev. Mr. Smith,
being just on the point of removal to another locality, could not be with us,
aud Mr. Gracey was chiosen to fill the vacant office. The collections have
dvubtless been furwarded before this.

The meeting at Crediton, on the 19th, was held in the German (Evan.
Gemeinsc. aft) Church, the Pastor, Rev. Mr. RMaurer, presiding. The con-
oresation being of a raixed origin, the devotional services were conducted in
toth German and English.  The sudience was large and attentive. 1 send
Lerewith collectivns received: a consideruble sum hod already been forwarded
on purchase aceeant.

At Ercter, March 20th, we had one of the best mwetings of the tuur.  The
Rev. Mr. Barr, of the Church of Englund, in who-e place of worship the
service was held, presided. Other minisicrs were unavoidably absent. Atten-
dan.s very gond considering the state of the weather and coads, but sub-
seriptions behind those of last year.  Some of the outlying country distriets
had been but imperfectly canvassed.  'Will do better in future.

Elimeille, 21st 5 a capital meeting. The Rev. JIr. Facey, President, oc-
cupied the chair, and the Rev. Mr. Beer assisted, by an earnesi address.
Their sales of the Seripturss had been small, but the Litilo hranch thrives
vigerously, The collestions at nearly all the places T visited were slightly
in advance of former years, and, witl one or two exceptions, the work ap-
pears to ba prospering. My warmest thonks are due to many friends for
kindness shown to me on my journey.

I am, Gentlemoen, yours truly,
Joux Woop,

Broutford, Moxch vath, 1873. Agent.




4 BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER.

REPORT OF THE REV. T. GUTTERY.

To the Board of Directors of the Upper Canada Bible Soeiety.

GENTLEMEN,~—I visited the Branches in the County of Perth early in the
year 1873. The weather was cold, but fine and clear, and, on the whole, very
favouruble fur our work. I found the Branchesin a healthystate. The meet
ings were well attended, and the deputation was ably assisted by the ministers
of the different denominations established in the places visited. The meet-
ing at Millbank was full of interest, ana realized more than the year before.

Listowell was a good meeting. At Truwbridge the attendance was not
very large, but there were signs of improvement. At Mitchell we have a
good Branch ; the officers are active, and the public interested in our work.
‘We have established a new Branch 2t Sebringville, and it is likely to become
strong and vicorous. Fullarton is in geod hands, and did very well this
year. At Shakespeare we had a good meeting, though the attendance was
not very large.

St. Marys was an enthusiastic meeting, and did well for the noble Society
whose interests it has at heart. Stratford held its anniversary inthe Town
Hgll. Thke meeting was well supported by the ministers of the town, and
laid a noble offering upon the Bible altar. A new society is established at |
Downie, and soma earnest officers have been appointed. Our st meeting
was crowded. There are other places in this county at which we hopa to
esto’lish Branches this year, I think it would be a considerable advantage
if the officers at every place would get in all the moneys raised by the col-
Tectors before or at the public meetings. Let these amounts be announced
from the platform, and it will give greater spirit and interest tc the meeting,
and will greatly encourage the collectors. We trust the meetings of 1874 .
will greatly exceed those of 1873 ; and it must be an encouraging thought to
our friends at the places visited in this county to know that their aggregate
proceeds for the present year are nearly two hundred dollars more than
the year before. Let them devote themselves afresh to the great work of
spreading the Bible throughout the world. ¢ In due season ye shall reap,
if ye faint not.”

I am, Gentlemen, very truly yours,

THoMAS GUITERY,
Toronto, April 10th, 1873. Agent.

REPORT Of REV. E. B. HARPER, M.A.

Tu the Board uf Directors of the Upper Canada Rble Svciety.

GeNTLEMEN,—The field of labour committed to my oversight comprises
twenty-five Branches lncated in the Counties of Brant and Oxford. Mosi of
these, as you will observe from their financial returns, are healthy, vigorous
and fruitful. A few only are languid and drooping ; and to these some special
and extra attention must be paid both by your Agent and by their own local
officers. Everywhers your Agent has received much kind attention and
friendly co-operation. His addresses in behalf of the Bible Socicty have
been received with evident satisfaction, and promises of more liberal sup- .
port in future cheerfully made.

Whoever may succeed to the charge of this field, when the present engage-
ment closcs, will have cause to say ‘“the lines have fallen to me in pleasant
places,” &c.

I am, Ge_l‘x;clemen, el
ery respectfully yours,
e E. B. Harprer,
Agend.
Guelph, April, 30th, 1873.
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REPORT OF THE REV. R. B. MONTGOMERY.

T'o the Board of Divectors of the Upper Canadie Bille Socicty.

GENTLEMEN—TBy the instructions of your most efficient Secretary, Rev. J.
Gemley, 1 visited the Counties of Norfolk for the third, and Middlesex for
the first time. The meetings in Norfolk in o majority of instances were well
attended. In several places they were interfered with on account of special
sneetings in some of tho churches. This is to be regretted. The Bible So-
ciecy meeting does not come frequently, and we would respectully ask our
esteemned brethren of all churches if they would not hereafter consent to yield
all local consideraticns, and let us unite once in the yeur inaiding and advocat-
ing the Bible Society cause. A good Bible Society meeting would aid and in-
tensify religious feeling in any coramunity. The income of the Society in this

i County has not yet reached as high a standard as it should. Tt is a weulthy
i and prosperous County, and as I do not expect to visit it again in the capacity
. of Bible Society Agent, I would, throngh the Recorder, appeal to every reader
¢ and luver of the Bible in it, to give moreliberally than they have ever yet done.
' In reference to my work in Middlesex, I need not say much, a lengthy re-
i pertof my visits there having been sent to the London Auxiliary. It is a
i County of great wealth, great intelligence, and has a wide-spread, decp love
I for the Bible Society. There isa large army of enthusiastic workers for the
cause in Middlesex. Butfor ey removal to an Eastern field of pastoral labour,
i 1would giadly have visited it, and would rejoice at the privilege of repeating
my visits to that Couaty in the capacity of an Agent of your nuble Society.
. In both Counties I was kindly and hospitably entertained by many friends,
¢ for which 1 frel deeply grateful.
| Hopinz that the Suciety which we 2ll so much love may be abundantly
! prospered, and that the dark places of the earth wmay svon rejuvice, not only
in possessing, but in believing the Word of God, ~

. I remain, Gentlemen,
" { Yours falthfully,
| R. B. MONXTGUMERY.
o Agent,
! i Oshawa, November 27th, 1873.

MANITOBA.

Cheering inteligence from the Rev. George Youug, Vire-President and ex-Secre-
fary of the Society at Winuipeq.

The following interesting communication, in which aletter recentlyreceived
from Mr. Young is given almost entire, will be rcad with gratitude by the
friends of the Society, not only in Upper Canadabut throughout the Dominion.
It is acause for more than ordinary thankfulness,that thisnew Provincewhich,
presents so inviting o field to the intending wvwigrant, should, through the
zeal and devotion of godly men, ministers and laymen, who arc already es-
tablished in the country, have such institutions 2s the Bible Society recog-
nized by them at so early a date in its history, and should also be enabled to
present suchagr a tifying report as that of which so complete a synopsis is
given below, of the first public meeting of their own but recently organized
Branch Society. We are highly pleased, though not surprised, to hear of the
interest taken by Governor Mormis in this God-honoured institution.  Such
proceeding on his part only harmonizes with his well-reputed Christiuncharac-
terin Ontario. We deeply regret that there is ever the slightest indication of
any feebleness of his health.  In the list furnished of officers and committes
several names well known and respected in this Provinee will be gladly recog-
nized by many.  We rejoice to find these gentlemen taking a prominand part
in the activities of Christian work, and thereby doing good service to strength-
en the bonds between the rew and the older Proviuces.

B I ke o SO MU

B
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Covrrorraat LABoUR.-—We have also recsived from Mr. Young five month-
1y reports from the colporteur of the Society in Manitoba, Mr Neil Hender-
sun, who is evidently well fitted, both in ability and devotion, for the arduous
and responsible duties of his office.  The admirable siantuary of the labours
of Mr. Hendersen for three months, as here furnished by Mr. Youang, places
before us in a very complete and satisfactory form the faithful services ren-
dered by the colpurteur.

Omitting a few introductory remarks, Mr. Young’s letter is as follows :—

WinNipes, December 10uh, 1873.

My Deanr Sir,—We held our first public Bible Scciety meeting here last
eveniag in Knox Chureh, and decided to ask to be recognized as the Dlanitoha
Branch of the Upper Canada Bible Society.

We had a large and excellent meeting.  Collection over $45.00. A good
list of members, with an annual subseription of $1.00 each, was enrolled at
the meeting, which was a success in every particular. G. B. Spencer, Esy.,
presided. Governor Morris would have done so, but felt that the state of his
health would not permit him to be out at night.

Our officers and cumittee are as follow :—

Patron—Lieutenant-Governor Morris.
President—Rev. John Black.
Vice-Presidents—Rev. G. Young,

“ “ ¢ Prof. Bryce,

“ o ¢ J. D. O'Meara,

and Meussrs. G. B. Spencer and G. M. McMicken.

Seerclary-Treuswrer—Major Kennedy.
Irepusitary—John McViear.,

Committee—All ministers of the Gospel who are members of the Society,
and MessrsJ. Stewart, D. McArthur, W. Palmer Clarke, Neil Henderson,
Jno. Fraser, and J. F. Bain.

Our Colporteur is again at work, and in a short time will hand in kis report
for another month’s labour.

During three months last winter he travelled 1,175 miles—made [,023
visits—sold 502 Bibles and 404 Testaments, the value of which was 8287.98.
He gave away 62 Bible and 37 Testaments. Total distribution 1,003 copies
of the Word,

He is well received, and his visits are faithful and beneficial.

He found 99 families without the Scriptures. He did not attempt any-
thing among the French Rowenists; this has yet to be done. T urged it last
night at the meeting, and .o was heartily endorsed.

Weo must offer the blessed Word to these neglected felow-immortals. The
pupulation is so scattered, and at present many are so cirenmstanced as to be
unable to help muceh in this good work.

We feel grateful, very grateful, to your excellent Board, for aiding us so
liberally in the ypast, and shall, we trust, as <oon as we are able, make suit-
able returns.

1 am, my dear Sir,
Yours very truly,
Rev. John Gemley, GEORGE Y(QUXNG.
Permanent Secretary
' Upper Canada Bible Suciety,
Teronto.

The accorrpanying resvintion, which was unarimously adopted at the pub-
lic meeting, was forwarded also by Mr. Young. Its insertion here will, we
fecl nssured, aflird satisfaction o the liberal supporters of the Bible Socicty
throughout the land, and increase tbeir gratitude to God for the means of
usetuiness with which He has blessed them.

Moved by Professor Bryce, seconded by the Rev. George Young, ¢ That
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we desire to return our hearty thanks to the officers and directors of the Up-
per Canada Bible Society, for the interest they have taken in our Provinee,
and for their cordial liberadity in the inauguration of the work of Bible dis-
tribution in the North-west.”

Monthly B-ports of Mr. Neil Hendersow, Colportowr, Maitoba,

The perusal of Mr. Henderson’s reports fully satisfies us as to the wisdom
of the Comumittee in Winnipeg in selecting him. This is especially so in
view of the fact that he is the tirst person called to il the oftice of colpor-
teur in the new Province. Before long others will have to be assigned simi-
lar duties in Manitoba and in the adjoining districts, as the day is not very
distant when these ortile districts will become Provinces of the Dominion,
and will require due attention from the older sections of the Confederation
in furnishing the dwellers thercin with the word of God. Nay, before they
are known as Provinces, it will probably be our duty to look after those few
settlers who, in advance of others, may decide to seek new homes in the more
distant North-west. Mr. Henderson’s reports embrace from the month of
october 1872 to that of February 1873, inclusive. We here give in full
the letter contained in his report for October, and brief extracts from the
others. In each, teslimony is borne to the pleasing fact that the inmi-
wrants from Canada (most of them donbtless from Onturiv) are Protestants,
and that they are well supplied with the Scriptures, brought with them from
their native Province, yet they purchased additional copies from him. The
colpurteur found the old settlements the most destitute; their inhabitants
knew little of the Bible Society, but were most thankful for the coiporteur’s
visits, and for the cheap Bibles he brought them. As to his work in Oec-
tober, Mr. Henderson writes as follows :

T'o the Secretaries of the Upper Canada Bible Society, Toronto

(GENTLEMEN :—In regard to my work during the month I have to report as
fellows :—

1. That the districts visited have been those in the western part of the
Province, in the County of Marquette, viz : the new settlements o White
Mud River, Red Creck and Lake Manitona, and the older settlements of
Portage la Prairie and High Bluff'; and also the new settlements of Spring-
field and Cook’s Creek, in the County of Lisgar.

2. That these new settlements have been formed chiefly during the 'ast
and the present year; that the population is thin and secattered ; thai the
settlers are mostly immigrants from Ontavio and other parts of the Dominion ;
that T found them, on the whole, well provided with copies of the Serip-

tures, nevertheless many of them bought additional copies.

3. That the inhabitasits of the older settlements were not so well provided,
and that 14 families whom I visited were altogether destitute of the Scriptures.
These were supplied.  That while the Canadians were all acquainted with
the operations of the Bible Suciety, the older scttlers knew very little of
them, but were delighted to hear of them, and to think that the Society
would be so kind as to send Bibles to their doors, and at so very moderate
rates.

4. That my reception 'mong the people of ull classes was as cordial as I
c;:luld wish, and that I everywhere reeeived the kindest hospitality without
charge.

5. That ‘n many cases I was requested to read the Scriptwies and pray,
and that I always had the privilege of conducting family worship wkere I
lodged for the 1ight, with few ¢cxceptions.

6. That the inhabitants of these districts are Protestant, chielly of the Epis-
copal, Presbyterian and 'Wesleyan denominations.

7. That from the resicient clergymen I received every encov agement.

8. That I have found great pleasure in my work.
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NovemBEk.—Concerning his visits during this month, amone other interest-
ing dteils, Mr. Hendersun states that in the first week s of this month he
visited the new scttlements o Rockwoud and Vietoria, and of the third and
fourth weeks he notes : ““ T visited the parishes of Headingly and St. James,
m the Assiniboine River, and the new and isolated - ettlement of the
Boynz—Riviere wue Isles du Bois, This lies at a distance of from 35 to 40
miles sruvh-west of the Assiniboine ferry in Headingly, and cccupies a very
beautiful and fertile section of the country. It consists of 12 fumilies, all,
with ane exception, recent immigrants and Protestants. They were well sup-
plied with Bibles, yet I sold several, and gave away one <opy to a young man
who would not buy, but who, I hope, will read it. The people seemed much
pleased with my visit. The parishes of Headingly and St. Janes have both
been long settled. I found as a whole that the settlers, with the exception
of the immigrants, were by no means as well supplied with the Scriptures as
mizht have been expected. Many of the people had only imperfect and tat-
tered copies ; npon inquiring I found that the observance of family worship
was comparatively rare among them. In St. James I visited two Roman
Catholic families, to one of which I sold a Bible, to the other I gave ons.”

DeceMBER.—Ag one of the places of his visitation in December, he is found
labouring at Fort Garry, of which he writes: ¢“ Here I was well received both
by the military and by the employés of the Hudson Bay Company. The
latter were well supplied wich Bibles, but bought several more. To the
military I sold a large number, and would have <old a still greater number,
but an unpleasant event occurred during the course of my visits, by which
a man lost his life, and {which led to the exclusion of all civilians from
the barracks for a time.” Regarding Winunipeg, he observes : ‘ Among the
population of this town, mixed as it .3, I generally met with a very kind re-
ception. Only in one place three or four young men seemed determined to
scoff and to treat me somewhat roughly, but they ended by buying some
copies of the Scriptures after all. The townships of St. John's and Si. Paul’s
were also visited in this month ; so was the Kildonan settlement. This is
the nucleus of the old Selkirk or Red River Settlement. The families re-
ceived the word with all kindness. They were fully supplied with copies of
the Scriptures already, but bought from me all I had of the Bibles with the
metrical version of the Psalms.”

During his tour in Jenwary, he is found at St. Andrew’s, north and south,
St. Clement’s and St. Peter’s, Although a great part of these districts
is well supplied, he found *‘ a larger amount of destitution than in almost any
other section.” In one settlement he ‘‘ found fourteen families entirely with-
out the Scriptures.”

In the February report the colporteur speaks of having carried the precious
volume to the Poplar Point, and to the Seine River settlements. These are
three in number—1. The "Vestern ; 2. Point du Chene ; and 3, The South-
ern. Of the last his remarks are :—‘* The greater portion of the population
here are French and Roman Catholics. The English speaking settlers in this
section number only 10 or 11 families and a few single men. Most of these
are recent immigrants from Canada, and the majority are well supplied with
the Holy Scriptures. The others supplied themselves from my stock. In
this place I visited a Roman Catholic woman, who purchased a French Bible.
She had possessed one formerly, which her priest had taken from her.”

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NEW BRUNSWICE AUXILIARY BIsLe SoCIETY.

As we were going to press, we received New Brunswick papers containing
extended reports of the Annual Meeting of the above Society, wli.h took
place in the City of St. John, on Thursday, the 8th instant. It was probably
the most enthusiastic and important public meeting ever held in connection
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with the Bible Society in New Brunswick. Thereport for the year was read by
the Secretary, Mr. Maclellan. The names and the order of the speakers are
as follows :—The Rev. Dr. Waters, Rev. Mr. Sprague, Rev. Mr. Brigstocke,
His Honovr Lieutenant-Goverror Tilley, the Rev. Mr. Dodd and the Rev, Mr.
Hickson. We regret that our space forbids transferring to our pages a
portion at least of the excellent addresses delivered by these gentlemen. In
the admirable address of the Lieutenant-Governor, among other intevesting
statements, he made graceful allusion to his former connection with the Socicty
agone of its officers. He observed that *“a few days since, when I had been
invited by the President to be at the meeting of this Society, I acceded to
the request with great pleasure and satisfaction. The letter of invitation ve-
minded me of my former connection with the Society in the capacity of
Secretary.”

We recognize with much pleasure the name of the Rev. Dr. Waters among
the speakers. He has recently gone from Ontario to take charge of a church
in the City of St. John. Dr. Waters will long Lo remembered among us, as
having been one of the most able, efoquent, and devoted ministers of his
church in this Prevince of our united Dominion. St. John papers speak of
the meeting as follows :—

‘ The annual meeting of the New Brunswick Auxiliary Bible Society was
held last evening, in the Mechanies’ Institute ; Dr. Botsford, President, in
the chair. There was an immense attendance, every part of the hall being
filled to its utmost capacity. The gallery was also crowded, and the aisle-
thronged with people up to the very doors. This was influenced, no doubt, by
the presence of the Governor and uther new speakers of note, the attendance
of the Music Union, and above all, it may be hoped, by the deepening in-
terest felt in the work of the Suciety, which is proved by the increased
amount of the subscriptions raised. The amount of the evening’s collection
was $175.08, ayainst $88.00 last year, and $61.00 in the yvear 1871.”

Portisly and  Foreigm,

THE OLD CATHOLIC CONGRESS OF 1873.
BISHOP REINEENS ON BIBLE READING.

In the accompanying paper from the Monthly Reporter of the British and
Foreign Bible Society, we not only learn, with delight, of the prospective dis-
enthralment of a large number of the more intelligent of the thoughtful
and recently devoted subjects of the Fapacy, from the galling yoke which
that system has recently endeavoured to impose on all who had acknowledged
its supremacy, but we read, with much gratitude to God, of th2 probably more
extensive circulation of the Sacred Scriptures, as promised in the exhaus-
tive address of Bishop Reinkens ¢n Bible reading, which address we herewith
furnish. We are convinced that the intelligent introduction to the address
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of the Bishop, by the editor of the Reporter, aud the addrees itself which fol-
lows it, will not unly be read with much interest, but that their perusal will
be fullowed by muny pruyers thut the heroic Bishop and his noble colleagues
will be divinelysustained in their grest work, und that the ““word of the Lord”
way, tvu greater extent thun ever, “ have free course and be glorified.”

Everything which tends to strengthen the Christian’s faith in the truth of
that Divine Revelution on which his hopes for eternity ure built, and to en-
courage those who are secking to extend its knowledge and prownote its influ-
ence throughout the world, is well worthy of o place in the pages of the
Mouildy 2ieporter.  Whatever view 1en may tuke of prophetic Truth, all
students of the Bilile 1ust be convinced thut the grand outlines of the world’s
history are to be found in the roll of prophecy, and that the mind of God,
which was e or less clearly foreshadowed in the Sacred Seriptures, is beiny
fultilled in the varivos events which are hastening on the advent of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom,  God has set up way-marks for cur guidance, und the fall
of the Papacy is vne of these visions which is muade so plain that he may ron
that readeth it.

To hring guod out of evil, and from the ruins which are the result of sin to
guther materiais wherewith to erect a monument to His own grace and good-
ness, is one of the most glorivus prerogatives of God.  The decree whick
sought to xob God of the honour due unto His name, and to assign to the
creature an attribute which belongs only to the Creator, was the precursor
of a breken dowinion and a divided authordy to him who claimed both tem-
poral and spiritual supremacy amonyg the nations of the carth.  But from
amidst the confusion and folly of sin God is gaining for Himself honour aml
dlery.  One great object of the Pajacy has been to keep men in darkness.
and to exclude from their souls the light of Divin. Truth; and so specious
has been the pretence under which this has been done, and so readily have
men acyuiesced in the bondage thus imposed on them, that the question
might well have been asked, * Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or
the lawful captive delivered 2 But God has answered, in a voice which can-
nob be mistaken, “ Even the captives of the mighty shall be tuken away.
and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered.”  Men areearising in the
majesty of God’s strength to clalin their rightful heritage, and to remove the
seal of prohibition from the fountuin of living waters, that aultitndes may
flock toit and test their healing virtue and refreshing power. The following
acconnt, which the Rev. G. P. Davies has furnished, of the meeting «f the
O1d Catholic Cungress at Constance, and of the speech delivered there by
Bishop Reinkens, will serve to illustrate these observations ; and tend to en-
courage the hope, and to suggest the prayer, that more grace may yet e
given tn the leaders of this importunt movement, and that, guided and blessed
of God, their efforts may issue in o wide-spread reformation. Mr. Davies
thus introduces the subject :—

Onthe 14th of September, the second public meeting in connection with the
0Old Catholic Cimgress was held in the Council Hull in Constance, and was
attended by more than 4,000 persons. It was the culminating point of the
proceedings.  Professors Weber, of Breslaw, Friedrich, of Munich, Ven
Schulte, of Bonn, and Dr. Vilk, of Augsburg, were the first speakers, and
Bishop Reinkens the last.  Professur Weber dwelt on the religious aspect of
the movement, Dr. Volk (a member both of the Bavarian and Imperial Parlia-
ments) on its political aspect. Professor Friedrich defended the canenicity of
Bishop Reinkens® orders.  Professur von Schulte dwelt on the rights of the
laity. Bishop Reinkens, on this the first yrand eceaston of his addressing his
flock sinece his crnsecration, choese as his theme—

THE PROHIBITION ©F THE BICLE IN THE ROMISH CHURCH.

After alluding to the Reform mnvement attempted hy the Council of Con-
stance in the 15th century, and to the urning of John Huss, he proceeded :—
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*“ Why did the men who sat in Council in this Hull in the 15th century
sueeumb { To answer in w single sentence, They suecvudicd becanse they vwoere
ant Gedvaed awith the spicit of Holy Neeiptiere.  In the fivst fresh bloom of Chris-
tianity—in that whole period of which we speak as the Age of the Fathers—
all theologiuns were Bible theologians ; und in the lirst six centuries of the
Church, and even mger, there was no other theolowy than Bible theology.
Later in the Middle Ages, when the schools hased their teaching on the nhil-
wsuphy of Aristotle, Biblicul leurning decayed. It consisted, such as it was,
in a collection of opinions, often unintelligently made, of what the Futhers
hud thought concerning Holy Seripture.  After the art of printing luud been
discovered, both the fext and explanations of Scripture were printsl, bat in
an anarchical fashion, goud and bad, without wethod or orders the Look-
sellers made a mere trade of it.  In the beginning of the 1Gth century, there
were in the Goirman languayge wlone soae eighteen translations® (guery, re-
censions) of the Holy Seriptures : and of Latin translations (query, recen-
sions ) the numnber was still greater. Then caine the Council of Trent, which,
under these ciremastances, fuund it necessary to pronounce un opinion on the
«question of publishing and reading the Holy Seriptures.

* But before goinyg further I must tell you that the subject on which Tam
going to address you is the Prokibitivie of Bible Readieg.  This prohibition
1s enforced with greut stringency at the present time by the Romish Bishops,
and the priests who deperd upen them. I know of an Axchbishop whom I
could name, who not long ago told believing Cathaolies who spoke to him on
the subject, that the Holy Scriptures with explanations might even yet be
read with the sanctionr of the confessor, but that to reasd the Bible without
such explanations srox a sin!  Is if, then, really a forbidden thing in the
Roman Catholic Church to read the Scriptures in the valgar tongue ! This
is my first question.  Practically it is the case, as I have just said ; but upnn
what is the prohibition based ! The clergy often appygal to the Council of Trent,
but not justly. [After showing that the decree of the Council did nut prohibit
the reading of the Bible, but aimed at other ends, he proceeds.] I have
lonked about to discover the real reasons which the Roman Curia might have
for insisting so stringently just at present on the prohibition to read the Bible.
I have hit upon the writings of a man fully initiated inte the plans and in-
tentions of the Roman See, who enjuyed a Bomish training, and was devoted
buth body and sovul to the furtheranee of Rupish vivws—the late Cardinal
Wisemon. He published an essay on the reading of the Scriptures in the
vulgar tongne.  Iv was written primarily against the English Bible Sucieties,
hat throws alsue considerable light upon the matter I an now diseussing. I
Jass over what he says alvat the methods pursued by these Bodies ; my ob-
jeet is tu discover what wwtive Bome can have for preventing the faithinl
frow the free and unsophisticated reading of the Seriptures. Cardinzl Wise-
wan says : ¢ The Church (he means Rome) dues not place the Word «f Gl
indiscriminately in the hands of the fuithful, heeause Gl Hiaself has not
done it ¢ God has not given His Word indiseriminately to men” Such is
the Cardinal's position ; bt if he intends to maintain this, he certainly acts
wisely in forbidding Christians to read the Bible, for it is just the reverse of
what the Bible expressly teaches. I remind you how vur Lord eonamizsinnerd
His disciples to proclaim Gud's Word from the hewse-tops; to preach from
the house-tops all that He had tanght them in secret. 1 remind you further
of His answer to thuse whe were'sent to guestion Him —*To the pacr the
iospel is preached.” I remind yom stil) further how He compares His gospel
t+ a banquet, to which, when the invited guests refused to come—He meant
the Jewish people—all were invited from the highways and hedgcs, and
entered freely.  What is all this, I ask, but giviny the Word of God to all
withomt distinction ¢ In the face of God’s own Word, it is a daring assertinn
tv maintain that it was not mcant for all mankind,

The Pichope ix wroby in speaking of ~oomany transkations,
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“The Cardinal urges as a furtlier reason, that ¢ God has not iuplanted the
instinctive feeling in His Church that it wonld be a wise thing for all be-
lievers to read the Seriptures.”  To this T simply reply, it is not true. In
the Cutholic Churel, before the hicrarchy had usurped the trensures of re-
demption, the Holy Seriptures were the wost precious jewel which the be-
lieving suul could aequire.  For exanple, when @ hermit withdrew from
human soddety, and spent hadf o lifetime in the desorts, his first cure was to
procure a copy of the Suered Text, and take it with hisa.  The Hualy Serip-
t.ur:.i was the favourite book of the churches, and in them it was publicly
read.

“Dr. Wisenmum says : * It is not the written but the spefan Word that con-
stitutes vur Lord’s teaching.  The Ajostles were not commissioned to write,
but tv preach.” True ; but it does et on thet accovat fullow that what they
actually did write should b entrusted to a limited caste.  What they wrote
they addressed to congregutions, These congregations copied it, and sent it
to uther congregations 3 und they, in their turn, circolated it in the Church
universal. It never emtered into any one’s tluughts to imagine thm
Christians could ever be roblied of this the common property of all.

“The Holy Sceriptures are w treasure which belongs to all the faithful,
The Romun Catholic Clureh, by thrusting their authority into the back-
greund, so that in the eyes of her theologians a decree of the Roman congre-
gativn is of greater weight than a dectrine of the Bible —the Reman Church,
1 say, by doing this, has brought it to puss, that even distinguished men like
Wisemun, in spite of their great gifts, are unable to form dear ideas of what
Scripture really is, for he suys, in this essay, ¢ Sceripture is a treasure of
spiriival honey, culled from a theusund flowers of wmanifold sweetness amld
varied perfume.” This is not true.  All this honey of Haoly Meripture issues,
not from a ewsand fowers, lat from the Oue Ston of Jesse—from thie
Flower which is the marvel-fower of the human race.  Holy Seripture is the
reflecting of the Sun of Righterusiess, which has appeared in Jesus Chriv
our Lurd.

“1 say, then: Lead the Sevipturcs. T say wwore s For these O Cathalic
who cadenst e les toaug o piseopel siperindeadiace there crists ao paokade
tivi of Bible veudigy.

‘“What is Holy Seripture? T am not speaking now of the Old Testamens,
which contains many things (especiully in the histerical books) not adapted
for the reading of children, or even of simple pluin Cliristiuns, though they
will vver constitute the study of the leurned ; I am spezking of the New
Testament, and Isay, Read the New Testament.

“ Dr. Wiseman says that four things are needed for the right reading of
the New Testament, of which two are aids and two ave attributes.  The zids
are a gond translation and notes ; the attributes, ¢culture and ydety.” He
adds, that the yastors are the judges as tu whether the aids and attributes
eXist in a special case.  But if the pasturs thiemselves are destitute of culiure
and piety, and have not scholarship envugh to prouvunce on the guality
and character of the notes, what then 2

“The Scriptures of the New Testament are nothing less than the first
preaching of the Grspel.  We distinguish two sections. I will eall onef
them * The Word of God wirrored inthe hearts of the Apostles and Diseiphes
of the Luxd.”  As they received it, asit illuminated their srml, as it warmed
and flled their hearts, sv they repranluced it, and so we fined it in the Acts
and in the Epistles.  This is the preaching which they addressed to the syme
gogues and to the Guntiles. Now I ask you, Is it rational to maintain that
Juws and Gentiles, to whem the Apestles preached, were able t understand
the Apustolic teaching, while we Christinns whe are in possessian of baptis-
mal grace, and have buen tradned in Christian idvas, are not able ¢ Is ths,
I repuat, rotivied? ¢ This portiom of Sucred Scripture is as @ stream of the
holy fire of charity whivh fluwed throngh the nations, and inflameld them tili
that fire burned for wheze burning the Lerd Hineself had lonred. D




LIBLE SUCIETY RECURDER. 13

nigh to this star, aud enlighten and warm yourselves with the holy love of
the Apostles, for T tell you that this preaching of the Apostles is u more im-
mediate Word of God thuu the preaching of the greatest and best of the Vopes
who liwve ever lived.

“When they talk of the ypeken Word, T ask, Does, then, the word of the
Bishop of Rome reach us in any other thana writton forin ¢ Are the < notes’
un Holy Scripture spedeens for the masses; or do not they also get into the
hands of the fuithful as writfre docmmnents ¢ Unless the fuithind may receive
the writtens Word, we are ever in the presence of the sume ditliculties,

“ The secoud portion of the New Testument is distinguished by this pecu-
Harity—the sucred writers have striven to reproduce the discourses of vur
Lord in their truest expression, as far as they could remewber them,® and
with coaplete self-renunciation. Draw near to this teaching; it is as
though we were entering our Father’s house, and Hstening to our Futher’s
voice.  All thase wondreus and  affecting words of Jesus Christ in the Sor-
mon on the Monnt are addressed directly to cuch one of you, and no one
has the right tostep between you and them, and prevent you from hearing
for yourselves these words of Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount.

¢ Here the sin of prohibiting the reading of the Bible appears in a still
stronger light.  Whuat can the reason be which induces Rume to seck to
suver believers from the Holy Scriptures 2 Cardinal Wiseman has betrayed
the sceret. He suys the prohibition of the reuding of the Scripture is the
sreighold of the Clateel®s waify. Let the faithful bat read the Scriptures,
and the govermnent of the Church will tuinble to pieces, insabuordination will
enter, and self-sufficiency and pride take the place of hnwility and doecility.
No doubt #vs unity of the Chureh, which denies the true Church of Jesas
Christ, this desputie unity would be destroyed.  For when the Pope main-
tains that, as Christ’s vicar o carth, he has the right of weuring the triple
rown,of causing himself to be borne abuut by his feilow-nen, thenmost assur-
elly he cannot allow the faithful to read the Seriptures, with which sl «
vicarship is absolutely inompatible. When the Pope proclaims that, as the
vicar of Jesus Christ, he s the judge of all men upon carth, then assuredly
the fuithful may not read that Christ s«id, ¢ 1 cawe nuot to Judge the world,
hut tn save the world’—io seck and to save that which was lost. The Pope
has as little right to judge o Christiun brother, as that brother has the right,
supposing himn €0 huve reerumized iun the Popea brother, to judge Lim.
The words ¢ Judge nuot, thut ye e ot Judged” bobd gond for the Pope as for
everybody else.  God only sees, and God alone has the right to judge what
transpires in the intavst soul of wan. When the Scriptures tell us thut the
bond hetween man and God is witheut hwna: wedistion, that it ir
the Father who draws to the S ; and when Paul, placing himscelf on this
foundation, exclaims ¢ Whe shall separate us from the love of Christ 17 and
then, after having enunerated all the eivinents which wesken ansd destroy
this bund, declares trimmphancly, *¢ In wll these things we are more than enn-
querors, through Him that loved us’—when thaf can be read in the Holy
Scriptures, and the Pope amintains that Jo: can separate us from  the love
of Christ by a malcdictory Bull, then certainly he dves well in prohibiting
the reading of the Holy Seriptures.

‘ This, then, is what I say, Whenever the voice of the Liord is heard, ap-
prosch and listen to that veice.  When we ook for nlp from a fellow-inon,
merely to sue hita dves not inspire us with full assurance. But when we hear
his voice, burne by the love of an upright heart, then onr hope becomes
contidence, and we shout for joy.  For this reuson Joehn the Baptist, regard-
ing hitmself as the bridegroan’s fié i, eried, ¢ The friend of the bridegroom
Tejriceth greatly, becanse of the bridvyreora’s volee.” But we are the Lord's
brid: ; what then must the juy of the bride be when she hears His voice, the
voice of her own Bridegrosm ¢

* <Al Seripfure ixogdven by dnspiration of Ged.™ 2 Tin §if 160 Holy men o Gnd
spake n<they woere moved by the Haole Chest™ 2 Pt 10 21
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*“Suffer no one, then, tohinder you from drawing near to the Gospel, and
hearing the voice of the Brideyroom. Listen to this voice, and reflect that
as the flower only then displays the beauty and full magnificence of its enlours
when it turns incessantly tuwards the light of the san, so also the soul of the
Christian can only then reflect the full beauty and glory of its Divine Ex-
vmplar when she bet<kes herself perpetually to the hallowed light of the glo-
rivus Gospel, and gathers brightness from its beams.  Read not Scripture in-
quisitively, to find the explanation of things for which, in this state of exist-
¢nee, no explanation can be ever found ; read not Scripture presumptnvusly, to
lnse yourself in subtle refinings, and find the interpretation of things which
it is not given tn man to understand ; read not Scripture polemically, to find
reazims to enable you to refute others ; but read it in order to enter into the
most confidential fellowship with God, and then you, too, will gather courage
to say, nothing can separate we from the love of Christ—

¢ Ever do I Iove to read
In this dear—this Sacred Book.”

‘“ When such language issues from the heart of the Christian, then it is well
with him. It is not sufficient that-the Bible should be borne into every house
and lie there unused, except when read aloud in a formal manner, on set oc-
casions ; but it must, as I have said, be there as the light of the soul, in
which she perpetually basks. Such is the exhortation I have sought to ad-
dress to you. I repeat it, theh, 0ld Catholies are not forbidden to read the
Bible. On the contrarv, wy admonition to you all is, Read again and again
in the Sacred Book, sit+«ing in humility and joy at the feet of the Lord, for
He alone has the ioras of eternal life.”

Such a discourse shows progress in the Old Catholic movement in Germany
of o very satisfactory kind. Two years ago, in the Constituent Congress in
Munich, the Pope was recognized oc a true Pope, and his followers as true
bishops and priests.  In this Congress, Professor Friedrich declared the Pupe
and bishops to have lust all legitimate power and jurisdiction, by virtue of
heresy. Luther took a longer time after the publication of his Theses before
arriving at such a stage as this. Two years of actual conflict have sufficed to
convince the Old Cathulics that, in the struggle with Rome, their master-
weaprn is the two-enged sword of Holy Seripture, whereas Luther teok four
years before arming himself with the New Testament in the vulgar tongue as
an instrument of evangelisation and an implement of war. Attentive readers
will probably detect remmants of the past period of the eloquent bishop’s
carcer in his masterly speech 3 but even those who knew his general senti-
ments on this suhjeet, as it was my privilege to hear them in a conversation
I had with him last year, could hardly have been prepared for such a glorious
testimony as that which he bore last week in Constance.

—_——

THE BLIND RECEIVE THEIR SIGHT.

The following truching incident must, hy its perusal, cause those who have
4 eies to see ™ to he more deeply grateful for the blessing they enjoy, especially
if they use the eyes which Ged has given them in reading His Holy Word.
Should it not make us all more liberal in furnishing those who cannot sce the
sacred page, with the same page in raisid characters, that they may feef and
understand the meaning of the Word of Life ! Ope of our Agents, in hisrecent
Branch visitations, related this affecting event, munch to the profit and interest
of his audiences. At his request we very cheerfully insert the original Gor-
wmda, as well as the English translation, as many desire to read it in the former
(their native) language.
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I will bring the blind hy a way that they knew not 5 I w'it lead thewn in
paths that they have not known ; [ will make darkness ligh . before them, and
crovked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake
them.”—Isa. xlii. 16.

The Rev. G. P. Davies, the agent of the Society in Germany, has lately
furnished & most interesting account of the joy which a blind Germun girl
experienced from the prerusal of the Word of God printed in embossed type,
Her gratitude found utterance in the composition of & poemn, which, whatever
be its merits from a literary point of view, evidently tlows from 2 heart re-
newed by grace and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Mr. Davies writes as fol-
lows :

¢ Colporteur Mittinann, who is supported by H. B. Jackson, Ezq., of Man-
chester, has just sent to me for transmission the Report he has written for
that gentleman of the work of the last six months. It contains a touching
accouat of the gratitude of a poor blind girl for a copy of the Acts of the Apos-
tles given to her by our Society in February lust, and the poem of thanks com-
pused by herself, as remarkable for its deep natural feeling, as it is in the
original for its easy flow, almost elegant style, and correct metre. As un in-
troduction I prefix a translation of a letter addressed to we by Mittmann in
the month of January, applying for the gift of the bock, the receipt of which
has evoked such touching gratitude :

*¢ < In the course of my colp...age I met here in Riigenwalde a blind woman
with whom I have been long acquainted. She received, many years ago,
through my interposition, the Gespel by Luke and the Book of Psalms in em-
hossed characters for the blind, thelatter as o free gift from our Society. The
scene which took place when these books were handed over to her I reported
on fully at the tine. Never in my whole experience have I seen such joy at
the acquisition of a copy of the Scriptures. She was in a state of extraordi-
nary but joyous cxcitement. She had been blind for sixteen years. I openea
the hook at the 103rd Psalm. At first her hands were too tremulous for joy
to allow the fingers to run steadily over the raised letters. Then when she had
become more calm, and her fingers spelled out slowly the words ¢ Bless the
Lord, O my soul,” none of us could refrain from weeping aloud. She remem-
hers still the very day and the very hour ; it was the 15th of July, 1855, And
now for fourteen years she has enjoyed the blussing of drawing for herself
from the sacred fountain of Holy Scripture. Her prayers have ever since
ascended to the Throne of Grace for the Divine blessing on the Bible Society.
Last October her father, on whow she was whol’y dependent, died, and she
is now supported by the parish. Utterly destitute of means, she ventures
once more to appeal to the genercsity of the Society. She wishes to be in
possession of the Acts of the Apostles, and I venture in her name to plead for
the gift she longs for.

‘ Her wish was complied with, and on the occasion of oue of the colpor-
tenr's visits she handed to him the following verses, which she had herself com-
pesed as an expression of her gratitude to the Seciety :

A POEM OF THANKSGIVING.

By THE Brixp GIRL oF RUGENWALDE.

0, Gott lobsing’ Dir meine Secle !
Durch Deiner trauen Diener Hand
Hast Du aus Deiner Gnadenquelle
Mir wieder cinen Schatz Gesandt.

Zu Dir, Allgiitiger, dort oben

Fihlt sich mein Herz emporgehnben ;
Erhahener ! ahnend Deine Nih™ !

In Deines Tempels heil’'ren Hallen
Lass Dir mein Danklied wohlzefallen,
Aus tiefer Brust steigt’s in dic Hol’ !

!
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Umbhiillt auch meine Pilgertage

Fiir immer tiefe dunkle Nacht,
Envschliipft dem Mund doch keine Klage
Ich weiss’ dein Vaterauge wacht,

Du iiberschiittest mich it Segen ;

O Licht auf meinen dunklen Wegen !
Was Du bisher gethan un mir

Mocht ich der ganzen Welt verkiinden,
Urd doch wo soll ich Worte tinden ?

In Demuth beuy’ ich mich vor Dir !

In drohenden Gefahren ruhte

Dein Blick voll Liebe stets auf mir.

Von wem erhielt ich alles Gute?

Kam es nicht nur allein von Dir ?

Hab’ Dauk fiir all’ die Liebesgaben

An denen sich mein Geist erlaben

Und Deine Huld erkennen kann.

Wenn sick: die Seele aufwirts schwinget
Und in das Reich des Lichtes dringet,
Dann bet’ ich wiirdiger Dich an.

Wo in des Himmels heil’cen Hallen

Der Geist in’s Reich des Lichts sich senkt,
Wo Engelslobgesinge schallen

Dir, dessen Armn den Weltkreis lenkt.
Dort wird, was ich hier glaubte, Wahrheit,
Die Liebe strahlt im Licht der Klarheit,
Die Hoffnung wandelt sich in Schaw’n.
Drum fiihr’; o Tuod, als Friedensengel
Aus diesem dunklen Thal der Mangel
Mich zu der ew’gen Heimath Au'n !

The following translation has been kindly supplied by the Rev
Wilton, M. A, author of * Waod Notes and Church Bells :”—

I

Ari se, my soud, and praise the Lord,
The Fount of Merey, for His Word ;
To Thee. all Gracious One, I lift

My heartfeit thanks for this rare gift.

1z

Great God, I feel Thee nigh at hand ;
Within Thy Temple courts I stand:

Oh, may my praise accepted be,

Frum my heart’s depths it springs to Thee.

X

Though shades of endless night eclipse
My pilgrimayge, from out my lips

No murpur shall escape ; 1 know

My Father sees me here below.

v

Thou watchest o’exr me day by day,
Thou art the lizht of my dark way ;
Would I could tell the whole world round
How Thy sweet kindnesses abeund.

. Richarg

i
|
1
|
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v
But words could never tell them all :
In humble silence, Lord, I fall
Before Thy throue, and grateful lie
In presence of Thy loving Eye :

VI
That Eye which saw when danger lowered,
And ceaseless blessings on e showered :
Those soul-refreshing gifts of love,
Pledges of joy reserved above.

via

When my glad soul, with upward flight,
Has soared to yonder realms of light,
In Thy dear presence to remain,

Then I will raise & worthier strain :

VIII

‘While, in those heavenly wansions blest,
Absorbed in blissful light, I rest,

And hear the anuvel anthems rise

To Him who ru. 3 the earth and skies.

Ix
What here below by faith I knew,
There I shall realise as true;
Love will shine out in clearest light,
And Hope become a vision bright.

x

Angel of peace, O Death, all hail !
Lead me from this dark mouinful vale,
Those glorious fields of light tuv roam,
Which shine round my Eternal Home !

Piscellaneons.

THE BOLY BIBLE.

Anation would, indeed, be iruly blessed if itwere governed by nn other laws
than those of this blessed book : it is so complete a system that nothing can
he added to it, or taken from it ; it contains everything needful to be known
ordone ; it affords a copy fur a king, and a rule for a subject ; it gives in-
siruction and counsel to the senate, authority and direction for a magistrate ;
it -autions a witness, requires an impartial verdict of a jury, and furnishes a
Juoze with his sentence. It sets the lmsband as lord of the household, and
the vife as mistress of the table—tells Liz2 how to rale, and ker how te man-

5 . age. It entails honour to parenis, and enjoins obedience to children. It

. preseribes ard limits the sway of the sovercign, the rule of the ruler, and the
- anthonty of the master ; comuands the subjects tv honour, and the servants

! toobey , and promises the blessing and protection of the Almighty to all
£ | that walk by its rules. Tt gives directions for weddings and for burials. It
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promises Jood and raiment, and linits the use of both. It puints out a faith-
ful and eternal guardian to the depuarting hushand and father, tells him with
whom to leave his fatherless children, and in whom his widow is to trust—and
promises to be a father to the former, and a husband to the latter. It teaches
a man how to set his house in order, and how to make his will ; it appoints «
dowry for his wife, and entails the right of the first-born, and shows how the
younger branches shall be eft. It defends the right of all, and reveals ven-
geance to every defaulter, over-reacher, and vppressor. It is the first book—
the best houk, and the oldest Look in the world. It cuntains the choicest mat-
ter,—gives the best instruction ; atfurds the greatest pleasure and satisfaction
that  ’er was enjoyed. It contains the best laws, and the most profound
mysteries that ever were penned ; it brings the best tidings, and atfords the
best of comfort to the inguiring and disconsolate. It exhibits life and im-
mortality from everlasting, and shows the way to glory. It is a brief recilal
of all that is past, and a certain prediction of all that is to come. It settles
all watter in debate, resolves all doubts, and cases the mind and conseience
of all their seruples. It reveals the only living and true God, and shows the
way to Him ; and sets aside all other gods, and desc.ibes the vanity of them,
and of all that trust in such ; in short, it is a boovk of laws, to show right and
wrong ; a bouk of wisdom, that condemns all fuly, and makes the foolish
wise ; @ book of truth, that detects all lies, that confutes all errors; and
a bhook of life that shows the way from everlasting death. It is
the most compendi~us book in the world—the most authentic and the
most  entertaining hi.cory that ever was published. It contains the
most ancient antiquities, strange events, wonderful occurrences, heroic
deeds, unparalleled wars. I describes the celesual, terrestrial and in-
fernal worlds, and the origin - the angelic myriaus, of human tribes, and of
devilish legions. It will instruct the accomplished mechanic and the raost
profound artist. It teaches the best rhetorician, and exercises every power
of ths: most skilful arithmetician ; puzzles the wisest anatomist, and exereises
the nicest critic. It corrects the vain philusopher, and confutes the wise astro-
nomer. It exposes the subtle sophist, and makes diviners mad. It is a com-
plete code of laws—a perfect body of divinity—an unequalled narrative—z
book of lives, a bouuk of travels, and a bovk of vuyages. It is the best co-
venant that ever was agreed on—the best deed that was ever sealed—the best
evidence that ever was produced—ihe best will that ever was made, and the
best testament that ever was signed. To understand it, is to be wise indeed :
to be ignorant ofit, is to be destitute of wisdom. It is the king’s best cupy,
the magistrate’s best rule, the housewife's best guide, the servant’s best di-
rectory, and the young man’s best companion. It is the schoolboy’s spelling
book, and the learned man’s masterpicce. It contains a choice grammar for
a novice, and a profound mystery for a sage. Tt is the ignorant man’s dic-
tinaary and the wise man’s directory. It affords knowledge of witty inven-
tions for the humorous, and dark sayings for tie grave, and it is its own in-
terpreter. It encourages the wise, the warrior, the swift ; and promises ar
eternal reward to the excellent and to the conquersr. And that which crowns
all is, that the Author is without partiality, and without hypocrisy, ‘* Wit
whout is no rariableness or shadow of turning.”—Y. M. C. 4., Guelpl.

“Thy creatures have been my hooks,” says Lord Bacon, “but Thy Serip-
tures much more. T have sought Thee in the courts, fields, and gardens ; hut
have found Thee in Thy temples.” Many speculators, less devout and less
philosophie, have sought to disparage Revelation by exalting what has been
called *“ Nutural Religion,” and endeavouring to extort from the works of
God an oracle to supersede or confute His word.  But all past attempts in
this direction have proved fallacious, as they do now, and will in all fatare
time. An ecluquent divine of the present day, adverting to the apinion er-
tertained by some that the light of nature is suificient for man’s guidance.
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has well said—*¢ A star is beaatiful, but it pours no light into the midnight of
a sinful soul. The flower is sweet, but it cxsiles no balm for the heart’s
wound. Allthe odours that ever fuated from royal conservatory, or priv-cely
hanging-gardens, give not so much sweetness as is found in one waf *rom
this Scripture mountain of wyrrh and frankincense.  All the vatews that
ever leaped in torrent, or foamed in cascade, or fell in summer shower, or
hung in morning dew, give nosuch coolness to the fevered soul as the smallest
drop that ever flashed out from the showering fountaius of this divine Book.”
« All lesh is grass,” says the inspir:d prophet,*‘ and all the goudliness thereof
isas the flower of thefield ; * ¥ ¥ the grass withereth, the Hower fadeth,
but the Word of our God shall stand for ever.” The unchanging influence
of the Bible has an important bearing on the guestion of its evidence, while
it furnishes the strongest argument for its universal circulation. It has
withstood the mighty and continuous attacks of infidelity— it has triumphed
vver national prejudices—it has lodged itself securely iu the hearts of com-
munities, varyiug by every conc..able diversity of lunguage, race, manners
and customs.  No other book cvuld have resisted such astorm of opposition ;
and yet it stands intact, without a chapter effaced, or a promise scarred.

On board an Italian vessel I believe I succeeded in making myself under-
stood as to the value of the Bible, as T can read Italian better than I can speak
" it. Iread some fragments from the most striking chapters. One of the sailors
told me that Garibaldi was the best man possible, because he likes the Bible.
It is curious the manner in which the Catholics understand the Bible ; they see
in it something quite new, and it is in a political sense that they appreciate it in
some degree ; but with respect to their souls, they seem to fancy that salvation
consists in scorning Romanism. Notwithstanding that, we must not despair,
because I know a man who, from political motives and from his hatred of
the clergy, bought a Bible, and now he is joined with Christians. I do all I
can to make them understand that salvation is only to be found in Christ,
and that it is not the name of any religion whatever which saves us ; but many
elements and much time is requisite to instruct the persons I meet with.—
Colportage labour in Ttaly.

Bible Soristy Berorder,

TORONTO, 15t JANUARY, 1874.

MEETINGS OF THE BOARD.

Since the date of our last issue, a SPEcraL MeeTiNG of the Board of Direc-
tors was held on the 1Sth November, in the usual place, for the purpose of
Procuring an agency-supply for a portion of the field. The meeting opened
at 7.30, the Hon. W. McMaster, Treasurer, in the Chair. After arrange-
ments had been made for procuring suitable persons for the work, the
meeting closed witht prayer by the Secrctary at 7.45 p.m.

Tre REaULar MontHLy MEETING FoR DECEMBEE took place in the Board

Room, on Tuesday evening, the 9th of the month, commencing at the usua
hour ; the President, the Hon. G. W. Allan, presiding. The introductory de-
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votional services were conducted by the Permanent Secretary, and the Rev.
Wm. Reid, V.P.—the former reading a portion of the 17Tth chapter of
St John’s Gospel, the latter then engaging in prayer. After the dis-
posal of ordinary business, the Secretary reported the gratuities for No-
vember at $22.59. The Board, after due consideration, decided to invest
the sum of S60U (a bequest of the late Jesse Ketchum, Esq.) in City of Toron-
to Debentures, the interest of which, in accoraance with the terms of the be-
quest, is tv be applied for the benelit of the Yorkville Public School. The
Committee on Agency reported, and recommended as respects the Provisional
ornon-Permanent agents of the Society, that during each year of engagement
in the agency ficld, nvt more than twenty-fice Branches shall be assigned to the
care and supereision of wny dgent.  And that euch Agent may, as a generdl rule,
be continued ine the same field for thiree consecutice yewss, unless it shall appear
to the Board desivable to anake « change before the ewpiration of that time.
The meeting closed with prayer by the Rev. John Gemley at ten o’clock.
THE QUARTERLY MEETING of the Directors was held in the same place on
Tuesday last, the 13th inst, ‘beginning at 7.30 p. m. ; Alexander Rattray,
Esq., Director, in the Chair. Although the weather was fempestuous, and
there were other demands upon the time and services both of clerical and lay
members of the Board, there were thirteen present, twelve of whom were lay
Directors. This fact evinces the deep interest which these gentlemen take in
the prosperity of the Society. The Rev. Mr. Gemley read the 35th chapter
of Isaiah, and led in prayer. The gratuities for December, as reported by
the Secretary, amounted to 367.84, including a grant of English Scriptures
for Japan—the first the Society has had the satisfaction of sending to that
interesting country. The receipts, as presented in the Depositary’s Cash
Statement, exhibit the following comparative income for the quarters ending

December 31st, 1871-72-73 :—For 1871, $5,605.04; 1872, $6,828.94 ; 1873, |
$6,235.28. The Secretary presented some very interesting correspondence '
received within a few days from Winnipeg, of which extended extractsare to
be found in this number, in the department ‘¢ Canadian and Domestic.” :

After prayer by James Brown, Esg., Director, the rieeting closed at the early
hour of 8.15 p. m.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS.—We have much satisfaction in acknowledging the '
receipt of the following special donations to the Society :-—A legacy of 3100 -
by the late William McKay, Esq., of West Zorra, per D. Matheson, Esq., °

Secretary of thie Embro Branch. The sum of 350 from Abraham Allbright, Esq.,
of Dunn Township, per Rev. J. G. Manly, agent. This amount entitles Mr.

Allbright to life membership of the Society. His name is therefore placed in |

this honourable list by the unanimous vote of the Board. A gift from a lady

school-teacher in the Algoma District is acknowledged with peculiar plea-

sure, viz. :—‘‘ Fifty-three cents, from the Spanish River Indian Mission
Sunday School, per Miss Baylis.”
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Di1sTINGUISHED PERSONAGES AND THE RiBLE Socrery-—It is most gratifying
to find so many gentlemen of distinction, and of great public influence, iden-
tifying themselves with the progress of the Bible Society. This observation
is suggested by the fact, that more than one of the Governors of our Pro-
vinces, and indeed His Excellency the Governor-General of the Dominion,
are either patrons of Rible Socieaies, or are found publicly advocating their
interests. In the report of the public meeting of the Bible Society, in
Victorin, Vancouver Island—to be found in the Recorder of July, 1873—it
is noted that the Governor is the President of the Society, and that he took
the chair at the meeting. In the present numwer, in the report of the an-
niversary of the New Brunswick Bible Society, will be found the name of
Governor Tilley, as one of the speakers on the occasion. The testimony
from Winnipeg, to be found also in this number, shows that the Governor
of Manitoba is a hearty friend of the Society. It would be an easy task to
add other names to these honourable publicmen. The number of suchis con-
stantly increasing. It is an imperative duty on all men to use their influence
for the benefit of their fellow-beings, and they cannot be permanently
benefited without the blessings of God’s revealed word. The more general
the interest taken by Christian men and women in our Branch Societies
throughout the country, the greater will be their prosperity.

Srecrar Notice To OFFICERS OF BRANCHES.—You are respectfully referred
to the notice on the last page, as to the time of the closing of the Bible
Society year. The list of officers ¢: the respectivé Branches is in type, and
we intended to publish it in the present number, but it has been deemed de-
girable to hold it over, and to publish it in the March Recorder. By
this delay greater accuracy may be secured. Should any changes of officers
have occurred since the visit of the agent to any Branch, the Secretary of
said Branch will greatly oblige by informing us of such. Inthis connecticn,
we cordially thank those friends who, in compliance with our request, have
supplied us with back numbers of the Recorder.

Subsceaption #ist

OF TL£E BOWMANVILLE BRANCH, FOR THE TEAR FNDING MARCH 31sT, 1873,

3 cts cts Scts

Col. at public maetmg 1] 72 G. McGill... weeeeee 1 001DMrs. John McClung... 1 00
T, Patzrson . 0|C. R. D. Booth oo 1 00lJobn McLeod............ 100
. Raynes 4 00 J. B. Fairbaira ......... 1 00!John Higginbotham ... 1 00
D. Fisher ............ 2 00}J. & W. J. McMurtry 1 00,P. Consaul ........ 100
R. and H. O’Hara 2 00{J. McMurtry .. 1 00{McClung Brothe; 100
Mrs. J. Burk ... 2 00/C. R. W. Biggar ...... ¥ 00[Murdoch Brothers...... 1 00
Mrz. Reid ...... e 2 00|Wm. McMurtry 1 00;Mr. Fooper....... 100
Dr. Allisen................ 2 00,T. Yellowlees .. .. 1 00;D. Beith 1060
Rev. T, M. Reilde...... 2 00|Dr Beith ......... .. 1 00|C. Barker 100
Rev. J. Smith ... ...... 2 00;{Mrs. Gardener .......... 1 00|Mrs. Buckler ..., ......... 100
D. Stott ..eeereenn ..., 1 00S. McConochie .......... 1 00|John McDougall ....... 100
C. Stotheeennnererenannns 1 00)Mrs. Jones ........ceewe. 1 00T, Batting ...occceeuenneen 100
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BOWMANVILLE BRANCH-—Continued.

$ cts.
T. Darlington ............ 1 00|Wm. McClung
Thompson & Burns ... 1 00{Mrs. Cherry..
J. Neads ... 100|Z. Frazer........
Mrs. Spotswood. 00'Mrs. Bellwood

Rev. R. Boyle...
Rev. A, Spenser
Rev. J. Bredin .

00;Mrs. Frank ..

1
1
1
% 00{Mr. Hambly ...
1 00{B. Sherin.....

Remattances,

RECEIPTS AT THE BIBLE SOCIETY HOUSE, TORONTO, FROM AUX.
ILIARY AND BRANCH SOCIETIES, FROM 1sr NOVEMBER TO 15rH
JANUARY, 1874.

H On Free Contributions.
—— Purchase B & ]
Account. [U.C.B.S. B S Sundries,

November. $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 3 cta.
%incardine Br&Bch .................. I U 3g gg 3000 Jooeon..... ‘
Amno e LI ROMORON B 6| areo |
Paisley € 800 ...l
‘Walkerton S P RN 305 foveeveaiennnnnenn. '
Port Elgin o eiireretcirananan L2 30 {0 2 P FR R P ]
Pinkerton i tiemtitriectaens P25 U SN PO PN PR
Thornbury & iieetetceriarana, TO0 Joeeieeeeevecannenafereaannnnn
Port Hope e ceesrean TT 44 [eeeeneiiii]vnvenoneae]oonevannns ,
Brooklin bt reicceenaeeana 580 fooevieeiii]evennnieideeaiaiias
London Auxiliary....coceveeeenieannnn. 81279 fieeniniiforesnaanaidrerconions )
Williams Branch ....ccevevveineacdienne-n. 30 00 6000 f.......... !
Zgunrﬁvgle ¢ 4 50 50 00 25 00 :
South Cayuga 5’
Dunnchurch )
%elkirk
ayuga
York
Cheapside
Nanticoke
Hauersville
Oneida
Caledonia
Southampton
Newtonville

Fergus Branch
Tiverton ¢

Campden : !
Welland Po:t\“ .................... (V28 T DR P RPN
St. Aun’s TSSO FS veeee 640 ... i !
Smithville B 1100 Joeeeiiiiii]onenenenns .
Caistor i erereereeaaas 10 00 417 Joiiiiiiidiiiiiiin
Caistorville I 20 16 2016 f.........

Cayuga ¢ (collection)...oveeeealeunnenanns ¢ A VPN SN
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RECFIPTS AT THE BIBLE SOCIETY HOUSE, TORONTO—Continued.

o ) » T On Free Contributions.
—_— Purchase B. &
Account. | U.C.B.S. F.B.S Sundries.
December. 3 cts. $ cts $ cts, $ cts.
Mount Albert ¢ .oiiiiiiiiiiiiiaen, 1536 Vo
Newcastle LU P S 800 |oeueuuido .
Port Perry ¢ ciiiaiiiiiiiiannns 2452 Lo eeede i,
Whithy o ieeteserecaaanaan 81: 69 .. ..., *6 00
QOshawa i eeittecaaannaenn 56 90 9598 1....
Prince AIDErt ©  rooonooerioeein s fereeranaes 6560 ... fooiiiiiil
Columbus TR T OO I Tr 1841 |l .
Mono Mills ¢ L..iiiiiiiiiiiiiaie. 500 235 |ieeieeiii]iniinnnnnn
Mono Centre © ..i.iiiiiiiiiiiaen.. 231 12 53 626 [..eiiannnn
%gsegnEont “i (collection)..........feeeennnee o gg ST SRR
65t TBH88 % aeiieeniennennnerene]eeceeeea ol 896} 447 |.........
Cookstown L D 29 (..o,
Winterbourne :: .................... 3‘; }g 27 23 2023 fooeeinann.
Blmira % crerierereceeaenns 535 Hoiveieiideeiiiieidieinnn,
ﬁgxlvlr:esville :: .................... 16 98 ;1; % %:1; gg ,,,,,,,,,,
Berlin® 00 % ieiiiiiiieiececciieiteiiaeanaas 310 | 2309 |..........
Centreville R ST AEE LIRS T OO AP
'll{‘mﬁxﬁ;orth “: .................... 38 51 :{(2) gg ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
oblink® ¢ iirieriiiiiiiiiid]eiieeeeeadd 1060 fLiiiiiiieeiiae...
Dumbarton AU P 56 00 | ciiiiiidiiiiiiinn.
Port Hope LU P s eaeee] 30274 |l
Clinton o iieeteraccnaeena 5735 (..o,
St. Williams ¢ ...iiiiiiiiiiinann 2410 |
Vittoria LU P s 19 50 1950 |..........
Port Dover  “  tiiviiiiieiiioieaaes 24 72 592 | e, .
Searboro’ LSRR ST 4 00 o0 |l
Brantford i iesitianaeaaes BT76 |eiiiiiniiieidnennn.
January.
Newmarket Branch ............... veend) 4597
Rockwood eetieesttcasataaans 16 44
Eugenia :: eeieseeiaenaeneaees Eg 8(8)
gamton ] B
Beachville 1 P N
mbro o ieeeeccetsccnaaanns 3476
Kingston Auxiliary ...ccooviieen vivanifonnnennnn
Amherst Tsland Bra.nch ......................
§xchmonamu3ranch DTSRI IE T X
arvig teveceaaas PPN R
Pinkerton “ e R 24 28
Fonthill “ eeeenaeeas 12 52
Port Colborne R S ven 739
Cheapside t Cetetereracaanas
Port Dalhousie ¢ .oi.iieienan U PO .
Grimsby Y iimeieaa P P g
Drumbo e tetieesacccenas g 1182
Princeton L LTI T T R TTRes ARy ces
Newcaatle “ teeeesneneaenvadd 2665
Orono « eerteteieaaen *1 5O
chbon PP 25 00
({4
éie;tmck and Medina Branch .......... feeeibeass 740
utton ranch ...io0. N PO 5 vesesaa]ioas
Palmerston B ieesas . 4340 |.......... tesesraleresnssras
liﬂord u Cbebsssbisasvans 1018 20 82 cotebsaso|iiersasese

* On Recordes aveoiint,

4 Including 85, collection at Stone Church, Walpole,
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Wpper Canada Bible Soctety Communications.

1. All Communications relating to the Bible Socicty R:rurder to be addressed to ¢ The
Rev. Jouy GeMLEY, Permanent Secretary, Bible Suciety House, Toronto.”

2. All Reports, Letters ard other communications, from Branches, Axents, Colpor-
teurs, and other parties, relating to the Bible Society work, and designed for the Board
of Directors, or for the Secretaries, to be addressed to * The Secretaries of the Upper
Canada Bible Society,” Toronto.

3. All orders for Bibles and Testaments, and for Recorders, ete., and all remittances,
to be sent (the Jatter in registered letters, or by other safe conveyance) to * Bir.
Joux Youxe, Bible Society Depositary, 102 Yonge Street, ‘Toronto.”

*.* Parties desirous of communicating with the Bible Scciety, Toronto, on any of the
matters indicated above, will greatly oblige the Secretaries by adhering to the foregoing
regulations. Comiaunications relating to any of the three subjects named, can, when
necessary, be enclosed in one envelope, but they shuuld be kept quite separate.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO TREASURERS OF BRANCHES.

As the Bible Society year closes on the 31st March, and as the ‘moneys received re-
uire to be deposited in the Bank, it is desirable that all remittances should reach
Loroato not later than 30th of March.

Staters Weetings of the Bourd of Birectors.—Bepreserdution
of Qustliaries andy Branches.

Quarterly and other Alectings of the Board.—The Board of Directors shall meet for ths
transaction of business once in each quarter, and at any other time when called together
by the Secretaries, or by any three of the Directors.

Quarterly Meetings of the Board shali be held on the second Tuesday of January,
Asril, July, and October, of each year, at 7.30 o'clock P.31, AMonthly Meetings are
held on the second Tuesday in each month, at the same hour.

Appointment of dgents.—No Travelling Agent of the Society shall be appoiuted by
the Board, except at one of these Quarterly Meetings.

Representation of Local Branches at the Board.—The President, Vice-President,
Treasurer, Secretary, and Agents of each Auxiliary and Branch in cornection with ths
Upper Canada Bible Society shall be ex-officio Members of the Board of Directors, at
Toronto ; and, as such, shall have the right to atfend all the Meetings of the Board.

GRANTS TO SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

That in all applications for grants of Bibles to Sunday Schools, the applicant be re-
quested to furnish the Secretaries with an account of the state of the School ; the num-
ber of Scholars and Teachers; the amount of Funds at the disposal of the i\Ianagexr
whoare its officers ; and why it is necessary to make such application ; all which should
in every case be certified by a Ministsr of the Gospel, or some other persen of known
respectability. And further, this Bnard recommends that the Secretaries make grants
in gxt-urc only to destitute settlements; reporting the same to the next Meeting of the
Board of Directors.

PRICE OF THE “RECORDER.”

From ten copiex upwards of the Bible Socitty Recorder are furnished gratuitonsly fo
cach of the Branches. Extra numbers aro furniched at the foillowing rates per an-
num :—Single copiex, 20 cents; ten copies to one address, SL.59 ; over ten and under 30
capies, 13 per 100; any quantity over 50 copies, S12 per 100 ; in each case including
rostage.

PrINTED BY HUNTER, RosE & Co., 88 axp 88 Knve St. WasT, ToRroNTO.




