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The 8. 8. Teacher’s Inventory
A: Meditation
By Rev. J. W. Rae
I take stock without any misgivings, for I
believe the business is solvent, and that I am
richer than I think. If the owner of vast
possessions be either ignorant or forgetful of
the fact, the joy of ownership will not be
his. It ispossible for the wealthy to starve
in the midst of plenty. This shall not be
true of me. I may be the child of a King.
If so, no man shall take my crown. I am
learning that ““It is more blessed to give
than to receive.” If I desire to have, it is
that I may impart. If I know my heart
aright, great possessions would humble me.
Am Irich? AmIpoor? Lettheinventory
be taken.
In the first list I will place

REearL ToiNes

What have I? Nothing that I have earn-
ed. Silverandgold have Inone. I am very
poor., Houses and land are not my portion.

What have I? I have asound mind ina
sound body. Health and strength are real
riches. The eyve that sees—the tongue that
speaks—the ear that hears earth’s music—
the willing feet—and the arm that is not
palsied—are mine. Civil and religious lib-
erty, blessings so familiar that I have almost
forgotten to be thunkful for them, have been
purch~sed for me by the costliest thing in
Heav |, and by the martyr blood of earth.
Many kind friends, mine by birth-right,

loved me before I knew them. I dwell in a
city that I built not.

The best text book in the world has been
placed in my hands. Even angels might
desire to teach it. Its leaves are of the tree
of life, and it is for the healing of the
nations. The best pupils are mine. IfIhad
my choice of all possible classes I would
say, ‘‘ Give me the children.”” Their minds
are plastic. They have not learned to doubt.

I am growing in Christ-like character,
and this, I am told, is what my Savior
means by the treasure laid up in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust corrupts. I
have the commendation of my conscience,
and thus have made a friend of the bitterest
of possible foes. The love of my pupils is
mine. My cup runneth over.

In the second list I place

Ipear THINGS

Some of these dwell in the realm of fancy
—castles in the air built by the healthy
mind that plans things in anticipation, out
of which I get much pleasure, though not
unfrequently, pleasure tempered by pain.
The ideal ever lies beyond the real. The
place where the rainbow touches the ground
I reach not.

One of my ideals is set before me in the
perfect model presented in Jesus of Nazar-
eth. I would be like Him. I cannot attain
unto it, I know, but I ‘would, with Dr.
Matheson, watch the portrait—gaze on the
ideal—with the eye of the heart; and in so
doing be changed into the same image from
character to character as by the spirit of the
Lord.

Another of my ideals is to have a class,
every pupil in which has been won for the
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Savior. ‘““My whole class for Christ!”’
This may be, I know, for the God of al}
grace is able to grant it me.

My ideals, I say. The worldling never
seesthem. The idle Christian dreams them
not. They were not mine till I gave myself
to the Lord for this blessed work, When 1
am weary, when sordid motives tug at my
soul, when worldly pleasures would tempt,
one glance at my ideals calls me back to
nobler things—to my Savior and to my class.

In my third list, for I have still another,
1 place

Tuz THINGS oF Farrn

These, like the Ark of the Covenant, are
only fitly kept in the holy of holies. They
belong to the inner life, and are sacred.

As a teacher, my faith often reminds me
of three precious truths, yea four, that never
fail to gladden my spirit. Can you, dear
reader, repeat them with me. “I believein
my own salvation. I believe in the sal-
vation of children. I believe in the Bible
as the Word of God, which, through faith in
Jesus Christ, is able to make wise unto
salvation. T believe that God has called me
to be a teacher, and that He will bless my
humble efforts to the glory of His great
name. Amen.”

With joy let me draw water from the wells
of salvation for myself and for my class!
An inventory, didX say? The blessings
that crown the head of the faithful teacher,
demand a doxology. ‘‘Bless the Lord, O
my soul 1’ .

Toronto Junction

Our Imperilled Sabbath

By Rev. J. G. Shearer, M. A., Field Secretary,
Lord’s Day Alliance

No Christian man, no true Canadian, who
has personally observed the American Sun-
day, would like to see it substituted for our
Canadian Sabbath. Its features are the
Sunday theatre, the Sunday ball-game and
other sports, the Sunday open store, the
pestilential Sunday saloon and Sunday
papers, the Sunday excursion, and many
forms of unnecessary Sunday work. It is
estimated by Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts that not

less than 2,000,000 Amcrican toilers have
already wholly lost their Sabbath liberty,
and the Congregational Congress of last year
placed the estimate at 3,000,000.

This American Sunday seriously threatens
to, overrun our country, rob our working
men of their industrial liberty, their oppor-
tunity of fellowship with their families and
of worshipping God, and in the words of
Principal Caven on the floor of the General
Assembly, ‘“to paralyze the right arm of
the Church of Christ.”

The great forces behind this determined
effort to break down the safeguards and
undermine the foundations of the Sabbath
are the greed of gold and the lust for pleas-
ure, and to these nothing is sacred, neither
the law of God nor the weal of man.

Already some twelve street or electric
railways in Ontario alone are running on the
Lord’s Day, besides steamboats and steam
railways. A number of factories even have
dared to operate seven daysa week. A good
deal of petty business is done on Sabbath
along the fronticr, at summer resorts, on
the more popular cyclé paths and in our
large cities. Many bold and persistent
attempts have been made to prosecute pub-
lic works on the Lord’s Day, causing hun-
dreds of men to labor, many of them in
violation of conscience ; and private pleasure-
seeking is alarmingly on the increase,

It has always been admitted that works
of necessity and mercy should be allowed
on Sabbath. Zwo new pleas for Sabbath
work are now, however, being advanced,
viz.: (1) Anything, that is a public conveni-
ence should be allowed. It is on this plea
that all local passenger traffic is defended.
If such a plea is to be admitted for the
Sunday car, etc., are we not logically bound
to admit, also, the Sunday mail delivery, the
Sunday ice delivery, the Sunday butcher’s
shop and grocery, and even the Sunday
paper, theatre and saloon? Would not each
of these bea * convenience’” to many people?
(2) *Necessity ”’ shonld be qualified by the
adjective “commercial.” Anything that s
necessary to enable manufacturers to fill
their orders, or compete with similar Ameri-




1900]

No Appliances

9”//‘\"% AW

can concerns ; anything necessary to prevent
delay of freight on our rail or waterways;
in short, anything necessary in the seeming
interests of commerce should be allowed.
Is it difficult to see the certain disastrous
consequences of admitting such a definition
of necessity? Almost all the commerce,
manufacture, transportation, ete., of the

THE REV. J. G. SHEARER

country might be carried on on the Lord’s
Day, as on other days, on such a plea.

Then the law for the safeguarding of the
Rest Day is shamefully defective. Corpora-
tions are not amenable to its penalties.
The Lord’s Day Act is indeed ““in ruins.”
But we hope it will soon be rebuilt. It will
be if the Christian people say it must, and
not otherwise. The public mind must be in-
formed, the public conscience aroused, and
the Christian people banded together as in
The Lord’s Day Alliance, if our Christian
Sabbath is to be saved, and woe to the nation
and to the Church of Christ if it is not saved.

Hamilton, Ont.

No Apphances 7/6 / A

By Rae Furlands

¢ 1 do get so discouraged when I sce and
hear of all these fine appliances for use in
Primary Classes. I cannot afford to buy
them and would not know how to use them
if T could. I sometimes feel as though I
should give up my class. ”’

The above remark, or one similar, is often
heard at conventions or other meetings of
teachers. To those who ever feel like mak-
ing it, these words are addressed.

Many and many a mother does not have
the newest books and appliances on, or for,
child training, but her children may be well
fitted for their life work for all that. Why?
Because her love for them and for the One
whom, above all others, she desires they
should follow, quickens her thought and
lkeeps it alert for their best welfare.

It is the same with the teacher. Applian-
ces are neither the first nor the second re-
quisite for the success of her work. But if
we truly love the Master, and the little ones
whom He has created and given into our
care, that love will compel us to enter more
and more into their lives, and present the
truth in a living way.

But “means” are not to be despised.
There are times when appliances are a great
help, and it is good to Xnow when and how
to use them. .

This knowledge will grow if it gets a start.

As for the expense, there need be none.
In nearly every casesimple illustrations, such
asthe children might make themselves, ans-
wer the purpose better than the very elabor-
ate ones. Besides, they have another value.
If the thing is simple enough for them to
make, more than half the class will probably
do it before the next Sunday, and in this
way the lesson will be repeated at home.

An Eastern house may be made out of an
old cardboard box with a few paper steps
pasted on the outside. If a hole is made in
the top it iseasy to show how the paralytic
was let down into the court below at Jesus’
feet. A folded handkerchief will serve as a

bed, and can afterwards be rolled up, as the
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restored man probably rolled up his bed to
carry it away. (Lesson X.) TFive circles
(about eight or ten inches in diameter) and
two fish, cut out of the cardboard, juickly
impress upon the mind the amount of food
Jesus began with, in feeding the five thou-
sand, as well asgiving an idea of the Oriental
loaves.

Occasionally, the central thought of the
lesson, as Love, Truth etc., may be printed
with bright colored chalk on an odd piece of
card of any shape that fancy may dictate.
One teacher, after a Temperance Lesson, in
which temperance in otherthingsaswellagin
eating and drinking had been taught, showed
one of these home-made cards on which the
printed words were, ‘I WILL BE A TEMPER-
ANCE cHILD ", offering any child who desired
to possess one, a scrap of chalk (too smali
for blackboard work) wherewith to color it.
Next Sunday almost the entire class brought
them to show. They had utilized old biscuit
boxes and backs of advertisement cards. Of
course in most cases the help of an older
member of the family was needed, and thus
the lesson reached far, as was intended.

Pictures of individuals, animals, trees, ete.,
may be cut from old lesson papers or picture
rolls and pasted on heavy wrapping paperor
cheap cambrie, and so preserved for use
again and again.

It is not necessary to multiply these exam-
ples. As was said before, just begin, and
growth will come,

But beware of weeds. Illustrations may
be abused, as well as used. They may be
kept too long before the class, and thus the
object looked at will be remembered instead
of the lesson.

If the illustration be too elaborate the
lesson fades away before it altogether. On
one occasion, a lesson taught to a Primary
Class on the *‘Draught of Fishes’’ was il-
lustrated (?) by a beautiful toy ship which
would go by realsteam. It was fully rigged,
and had a gay Union Jack floating from the
mast. It was kept in full view during the
whole lesson. The writer, who was present,
could not help feeling sorry that the hour
was wasted and the beautiful lesson missed,

for it is doubtful if even a few of the little
ones learned anything, the great attraction
being the wonderful steamer. If a piece of
folded paper had been used instead, it would
have served the purpose better than the
other, and left the attention for the lesson.
But if the children had ever seen a fishing
boat at all, no objective illustration was
needed in the sweet, simple story. Butag
in blackboard work, objects are for the pur-
pose of attracting as well as illustrating,
though when the attention is gained, the
lesson itself should hold.

The Century Fund Bank
How the Teacher May Help
By Rev. Alexander MacGillivray

The million dollar Century Fund is to be
the thank-offering of the whole Church, par-
ents and children, young and old, members
and adherents. It is not too much to hope
that every child within the Church will be
enrolled as a contributor to this great fund,
that is sure to be *‘twice blessed, *’ blessing
the Schemes of the Church that it will aid,
and blessing those who give.

Many parents, without waiting for action
on the part of the Sunday, Schools, are put-
ting down subscriptions in the name of their
children. It is quite a common thing to find
on the Century Fund subscription books the
names of whole households. This is as it
ought to be. The promise is ‘‘ unto yonand
to your children.

The Century Fund Committee in issuing a
“Century Fund Savings Bank? for the
children of the church desires that there be
individual giving on their part. To'the end
that the giving of those in our Sunday
Schools be intelligent, systematic and gener-
al, the hearty co-operation of the teachers
isinvited. The help that they can give will
be invaluable. The relation of the teacher
to his pupil is intimate and confidential.
What ‘“teacher” saysis law, what “teach-
er” does is what the pupil desires to do.
The 20,000 teachers and officers in our Sab-
bath Schools may become as many enthusi-
astic and effective agents for the Century
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Fund. They can, if they will, ensure
$100,000 as the amount that will be received
from the 2,600 schools in conpection with
our Church.

As to how they may help, there are three
ways in which Sabbath School workers are
invited to aid in this great forward work.

1. By giving information, explaining the
why and wherefore of the movement.
Knowledge is at the beginning of intelligent
doing and giving. Let every teacher make
it clear to the scholars that they should give
at this time, and to this Scheme, to mark
our gratitude to our Father in Heaven, and
to overtake the work that He has entrusted
to our hands. The work of the Church must
be explained. The claims of the Colleges,
the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund, the
Widows and Orphans’ Fuud, the Mission
Schemes, Home and Foreign, will have to be
clearly and attractively presented. The
heart and imagination of a child are easily
touched—he will want to put his little stone
on the cairn that is to be a memorial of God’s
goodness; he will insist on being counted
with those who are educating the ministers
and missionaries and helping to give the
gospel to those who have it nots In any
local work the child is always eager to help.
Let the teacher only point out how he may,
by a little diligence and self-denial, have
some stones, bricks or planks in the home,
church or school room through his offering
to the Century Fund. The church home of
one’s childhood, always dear, will be still
more dear, if memory associates with it
some personal act of service and loving self-
denial. What a delightful recollection it
will be for the men and women that will be
bearing the stress and strain of the coming
century, the fact that in their childhood they
had a part in the great work that marked the
close of one century and the beginning of
another.

2. The helpful teacher will suggest to the
scholars ways of earning and saving, so that
there may be something to deposit from
time to time in the “ Century Bank. > Many
children get & certain amount to *‘spend.”
How far reaching the influence will be, if,

in connection with ‘‘banking’’ for the Cent-
ury Fund, a child .acquires habits of fore-
thought, thrift and self-denial. Teachersin
town and city will know of work that little
hands can do, and errands that little feet can
run, out of school hours and on holidays.
Teachers in the country can suggess how the
garden, orchard, and field may give an op-
portunity to cultivate fruit and vegetables,
or there may be eggs or chickens for the
fund.

3. The helpful teacher will be one with
the scholars of the class in the matter of hav-
ing a Bank. Example is contagious. Fre-
quentand sympathetic enquiries will be made
as to how they are getting on, what plans

they are following and the success that at-

tends them. The teacher may even venture
to let his left hand know what his right
hand is doing to the extent of taking his
clags so far into his confidence as to tell
them what his ways of working are, and the
particulars in which he is denying himself,
that he may offer unto the Lord, his God,

that which does cost somethi ﬁ
Toronto Z/Mr"/"

'.l.'he Bible and Power
By Rev. R. G. McBeth, M. A.

Mr. Wright’s article in the January
TeacEERs MoxTteLY, * What young people
do not know about the Bible,”” has attracted
unusual attention. The discovery of this
ignorance came about as a result of a written
test arranged by Mr. Wright in a set of
twenty questions and submitted to young
lads and lasses in Canada and the United
States. The attempted answers reveal a
calamitous state of things. Dozens of these
young people are in dense darkness as to
even the best known and most common-
place facts of Bible History. Dozens of
them did not know our Savior’s birth-place
and more still were in ignorance as to
the historic asscciations of Mount Sinai.
Knowledge of these things is not necessary
to salvation, but not to know anything about
these and similar facts evidences a well-nigh
total unfamiliarity with the one Book that
is worth knowing well,
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We said that this is a calamitous state of
things. It is calamitous for the individual.
We are living in a world of temptation. We
are walking in an atmospheresaturated with
the germs of sin-sicknessand need a prevent-
ive antidotal agency within us, lest we fall
by the way and die. So faras we know, the
Word of God is this preventive and there is
no other. Longago the sweet singer said,
“Thy law have I hid in mine heart that 1
may not sin agninst thee. ’ A text in the
heart of a man is of infinitely more value in
keeping him out of evil habits than a police
force. The policeman has his place and his
work, but he ia not needed for the man who
has the inward compulsion of God's truth.
The wicked quarter of a great city isthe des-
pair of the civil authorities, but let a Moody
Zet hold of it with the Word of God and the
whole district iy peacefully revolutionized
because individual hearts are regenerated.
Hence we say an ignorance of the word of
God is a calamitous thing for the individual.

It isequally so for the collection of indi-
viduals either in the Church or the nation.
God always associates the Bible with power.
When He commissioned Joshua to be the
successor of ¢‘the greatest warrior who ever
buckled sword,” He said : “This boolk of the
Iaw shall not depart out of thy mouth, but
thou shalt meditate therein day and night
that thou mayest observe to do all that is
commanded therein : for then thou shalt
make thy way prosperous and then thou
shalt have good success.”’ - Perhaps we in
the British Empire to-day are being taught,
“‘lest we forget, ’’ that we ought to commis-
sion our commanding officers in that way.
Perhaps we need more Cromwells, Havelocks
and Gordons, more regiments like the Iron-
sides and the *‘ Saints,”” who kneit to pray
and rose to battle and before whom none
could stand. In the New Testament, too,
we know how Christ said, ‘It is the spirit
that quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth no-
thing: the words tuat I speak unto | =,
they are spirit and they are life. Al this
goes to show that ignorance of the Scriptures
is the fruithful source of weakness, sin and
death in the individual and in the nation.

This being the case, we must ag Christian
parents and teachers seek to instruct the
young in the, Word of God. How shall tnis
be done? The answer will lead us just now
to consider three ways :—

(1) By instruction in the home., Nothing
can make up for failure there. Nothing can
remove the responsibility fromn’ the should-
ers of parcnts, and woe be unto them, if
professing to be Christians, they allow their
children te grow up ignorant of the great
Book !

(2) By instruction in the Sabbath School.
Some of us are glad to confess that we have
learned more of the Scriptures by the regular
study of the Iuternational system of lessons
than in any other way. It has been our
custom for some years past to take up the
lesson for the following Sabbath at the Wed-
nesday night prayer-meeting and in this
way pastor and people have been travelling
systematically through the Book. With the
excellent system of Helps now provided by
our own Church this kind of systematic
study is within the reach of every home in
Canada. What a transformed life we wevld
see in our own country if every home became
thus a place of Biblical instruction.

(3) Then there is the great upportunity for
Scriptural study in the Young People’s So-
cieties. Our topic cards are not so system-
ati~ally arranged ag our Sabbath School se-
ries, but they, with the daily readings, cover
a vast amount of ground. The excellent
programme in our own Church opens a rich
field for expioration, in that it provides for
the regular study of the Shorter Catechism.
In our experience this has been one of the
best parts of the meeting, because it necessi-
tates the taking up of proof texisand pass-
ages of the Scriptures.

In view of the above means of grace we
cannot say that opportunities for instruction
in Biblical truth are lacking. What we
would like to see is a deepened sense of res-
ponsibility amongst Christian people, sothat
there would be no such reproach as is imp-
liedin the result of the examination spoken
of at the beginning of this paper.

Winnipeg




1900]

Order of Service—First Quarter '

87

Our Publications

Lesson Helps

4HE TEACHERS MONTHLY—J50C. & yenr; 5 or more to
ane address, 40c, each,

19 be enlarged by onefourth from December onward;
no tncrease in price, ‘

THE HOME STUDY QUARTERLY-20C. & Year; 5 or
more to one address, 10¢, ench,

Largely used also in the IHome Depariment.,

THE PRIMARY QUARTERLY—Wi{th & picture for cach
lesson § 20¢. yearly ; 5 or more to one uddress, 10¢, each.

e HoME STUDY LEAFLET—0C. & year; sent only
in fives or multiples of five.

THE PRINARY LEAFLRT-5¢. & year; sent only in
fives or multiples of five,

Samples of above free on application.

Illustrated Papers

JEWELS - For the Little Qnes; every wecek, hand-
somely illustrated ; single copies, 30c. & year; 5 or
qore to one address, 20c. each,

Tug KING'S OWN, continuing The Children’s Record
~Everyv week, instead of monthly as now, and hand-
somely illustrated ; single copies, 40c. a year; 5 or
more to one address, 25¢. each,

Samples of above free on application

Catechisms, etc.

SHORTEFR CATECHISM, pet doz., 20¢. ; 100, $1.25.

1 oosuc(i}%m CATECHISM, Wwith proofs, per doz., 35c.;
y o ladde

LessoN SorEME—Schedule of Lessons for the year,
with Topies for Proof, Catechism, ete. ; per 100, 50¢.

PASSAGES FOR MEMORIZING - List of cholce connect-
ed and complete Scripture passages on neat little
four-page card ; per 100, 50c. . .

Other 8. S, Supplies

CARSON'S PRrIMARY CATECHISM, per doz., 45C.; per
100, §3.00. CoLORED LEsSON PICTURE ROLLS, 75¢. per
gnurler. 2250 for year. COLORED LESSON PICTURE
JARDS, 234¢. per quarter, 10¢. foryear. Sentonly inlots
of 5,10, 15, ete. ; no fives broken. ~ S.8. CLASS REGISTER,
5e. each, 8. S. SUPERINTENDENT'S RECORD, 10c. ench.
S. S. SECRETARY'S RECORD, 25¢c. and 30c¢, each. BIBLL:
AND PRESBYTERIAN BooK OF PraIsr, Oxford Press,
40c. each, PRESBYTERIAN BOCK OF PRAISE, S.S.
Edition, §8.00 per hundred ; and ANY OTHER 8. S, Sup-
plies that may be required,

. Y.2.8.0.E.
a 'I'cimo Camps with * Plan of Study,” $1.00 per hun-
red.
BooxLers, with “Plan of Study ** and Daily Read-
ingy, §1.50 per hundred.

Special .

WO GEMS ~-BIBLE AXD PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF
Praisg, complete in one volume; from the
famous Oxford press, a perfectly new-issue, now

for the first time on the market; India paper. The
handiest possible pocket edition, and bound in moroe-
co limp so as to last a lifetime.  Size only 434 in. X 2
in. ; weighs about 5 ounces; a beautiful type. Sent
postpaid, $1.50.

My CouNsELLOR- A sweet companion for the Quiet
Hour; from the Oxford press, India paper, pages in
red and black, with readings for every morning and
evening in the year entirely in the language «y‘Scripmrc.
Al exquisite book. Sent postpaid on receipt of 5e.

Note.~1. It i3 our rule to discontinue all supplies
at termination of period for which ordered, excep!
inthe case of Standing Orders, Schools are urgently
requested to bear this {1t mind and renew in g time.

2. Orders for less than a year at proportionate rates.

3. Payment should accompany orders in every vase,

ApDRESS REV, R. DOUGLAS FRASER,
CONFEDERATION LIFE BUILDING, TORONTO

ORDER OF SERVICE: First Quarter

QOpening
I. Sm.exck.
II. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

Svpr. Unto us a Child is born, unto us ¢
Son iy given.

Scroon. And the government shall be
upon His shoulder.

Suer.  And His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God,
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.

II1. SiNgiNa.

IV. PRrAYER;

closing with the Lord’s
Prayer in concert. :

Y. ReapiNg or Lisson, in concert or in
alternate verses.

VI. SiNGiNG.

The Lesson
1. Srupy 1N Crassks.
II. SiNGiNG. .

1II. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK;
which may include Recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text, and
1eads of Lesson Plan.

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS; SECRETARY’S ANL

LIBRARIAN'S DISTRIBUTIONS.
Closing

1. SixgiING.

II. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

Surr.  Glory to God in the highest.
Scroor.  And on earth peace.
Supr. Good will toward men.
IIT. Crosixe HyMy or Doxorogy.

IV. BENEDICTION OR CLOSING PRAYER,
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Al-phee’-us The father of Levi, or Mat-
thew.  Nothing further is known of him,

An’-nas High Priest from 7to 14 A.D.
An unscrupulous, wealthy, influential Sad-
ducee. Deposed ; but still retained his
power with the people.

An’-drew A native of Bethsaida, Gali-
lee, and brother of Peter.

Beth’-le-hem A village six miles from
Jerusalem. It was the birthplace of David,
and contained the family records.

Beth-sa’-i-da A town near the north-
western shore of the Sea of Galilee; the
home of And.ew, Peter, and Philip.

Ca-per'-na-um A town northwest of the
Sea of Gualilee on the great Damascus road.
1t had a custom house and military station.
It was the centre of Christ’s Galilean work.

Cm/-sar Au-gus’-tus The Octavius of
history. Grand-nephew of Julius Ceesar.
Defeated Antony at Actium, and became
raler of the world. .

Cy-ren’/-ius An obscure soldier who rose
by his military skill to the office of consul
and proconsul ; and later Governor of Syria.
Died A.D. 21.

Cai’-a-phas Son-in-law of Annas, He
fizures at the trial of Christ.

Ce’-phas  See Simon.

Gal'<i-lee Thenorthern province of Pales-
tine. The scene of mostof Christ’s ministry.

Her’-od Herod Antipas, the son of Herod
the Great; the murderer of the Baptist ;
tetrarch of Galilee for more than forty years.
Banished A.D. 39.

Y-tu-ree’-a A district at the foot of
Aunt Hermon.

Ja'-cob’s well It was dug by Jacob near
Mount Gerizim. Here Jesus met the woman
of Sychar, a town one mile distant.

Jo’-seph Husband of the Virgin Mary,
and a lineal descendant of David. Also
Joseph, son of the patriarch Jacob.

James The son of Zebedee, the brother
of Juhn, and one of the avostles.

John Son of Zebedee, and brother of
James. ““The disciple whom Jesus loved.”
Was banished to Patmos ; wrote the Revela-
tion, three Egstlos, and one Gospel.

John the Baptist The son of Zacharias
and Elizabeth. The forerunner of Christ.

Jor’-dan  The chief river of Palestine;
rises near Mount Hermon, flows southward

" through the tea of Galileeinto the Dead Sea,
after 2 winding course of 200 miles.

Ju-dee’-a The province of Palestine south
of Suaria and west of the Jordan. Its
capital was Jernsalem.

e -vi Identified with HMatthew, the
writer of the first Gospel.

Ly-san’-<i-as Nothing is known of him
in history. But two inscriptions discovered
some tiine ago prove that a certain- Lysanias
actually ruled at this time.

Mo’-ses An Israelite born and educated
in Bgypt. God raised him up as the de-
liverer of hispeople from Egyptian bondage.

Ma'ry The virgin mother of Jesus, and
wife of Joseph. She lived with Jesus at
Nazareth, but after the crucifixion with John
in Jerusalem.

Na’-a-man A captain of the army of the
King of Syria. Healed of leprosy by Elisha.

Naz'-a-reth A town i~ *hesouth of Gali-
lee, where Jesus lived till His thirtieth year
and worked as a carpenter.

Na-than’-a-el Thé sameasBartholomew.
Brought to Jesus by Philip.

Nic-o-de’-mus A Pharisee and ruler of*
the Jews. Came to Jesus by night 3 became
a secret disciple, and later a bold confessor.

Pon’/-tius Pi/-late Procurator of Judwza
and Samaria under Tiberins, from 26 to 36
A.D. He was violentand cruel, and for sel-
fish ends gave Jesus to be crucified. After-
wards banished to Gaul, where he commit-
ted suicide.

Phil’-ip The brother of Herod Antipas.
His tetrarchate included several other places
besides Iturea and Trachonitis.

Phar’-i-sees A narrow and bigoted sect
of Jews, who had, however, the merit of
being patriotic_and zehlous forthe law as
they understood if.

Sa-ma’-ri-a ¢The capital city of northern
Israel. The name was later applied to the
whole district.

8a-mar/-i-tans Descendants of foreigners
introduced into Israel after the exile, and of
the remaining Israclites. - Refused to share
in rebuilding the temple atJerusalem. Tiey
built a rival temple at Mount Gerizim, and
remain_to this day hostile to the Jews.

Sy/-char A village near Mount Gerizim,
and about 2 mile from Jacob’s well. It was
the home of the Samaritan woman whom
Jesus met.

S8a-rep’-ta Zarephath, a Pheenician town
near the coast. The parent city was Sidon.
Here Elijah restored the widow’s son to life.

Sy/-ri-a The country lying next to Paies-
tine on the north.

8i’-mon The brother of Andrew. His
name was changed to Peter (‘‘ A. Rock”) by
Christ.

Ti-ber’-ius Cge’-sar The step-son and
successor of Augustus Ceesar. He was Ew-
peror during the ministry and death of
Jesus. A notorious and profligate tyrant.

Zach’-ar-ias The father of John the
Baptist ; a priest belonging to the 18th of the
24 courses into which the priests were
, divided.
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Bible Lessons

Studies in the Life’'of Jesus i

Lesson Canexpvar ¢ Firsr QUARTER

1. January 7.......

3. January 21 ..

«evv «.... .The Birth of Jesus.
2 Jannary Moo, The Child Jesus Visits Jerusaleni.
«.....The Preaching of John the Baptist.

Luke 2 : 1-16.
Luke 2: 41-52,
Luke 3: 1-17.

4. January 28...................... Baptismand Temptation of Jesus. Matt. 3 : 13-4: 11,
5. Febroary 3..... P, The First Disciples of Jesus. John 1: 35-406.

6. February 1l.....................Jesus and Nicodemus. John 3: 1-18,

7. February 18, ...... ..... e Jesus at Jacob’s Well. John 4: 5-26.

8. February 25. .......... v eees....Jesus Rejected at Nazareth. Luke 4 : 16-30.

9. March 4............c..cev......Jesus Healing in Capernaum. Mark 1:21-34.
10. March 11........................The Paralyiic Healed. Mark 2: 1-12,
1. March 18 .cveveviniiienenanen, Jesus at Mathew’s House, Mark 2 13-22,
i2, March25......cooieiinii it REviEW.

Lesson IX.

JZESUS HEALING IN CAPERNAUM

March 4, 1900

Mark 1: 21-34. Commit to memory vs. 32-3¢ Read Luke 5: 1-11.

21 And they ! went into Capernaum: and straight-
way on the sabbath day he entered into the syna-
wogue, and taught. . N 3

22 And they were astonished at his 2 doctrine: for
he taught them as 3 one that had authority, and not
as the scribes. . . - .

23 And 4 there was in their synagogue & man with
an unclean spirit; and he eried out,

24 Saying, 5 Let us alone ; what have we to do with
thee, thou Je'sus of Naz'areth ? art thou come to de-
stroy ]us? 1 know thee who thou art, the Holy One
of God.

25 And Je'sus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace,
and come out of him.

26 6 And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and
eried with a loud veice, he came out of him.

27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that they
questioned among themselves, saying, ¥ What thing
is this? what new doctrine #s this? for with authority

commandeth he even the unclean spirits, snd they
do obey him.

28 And 8 immediately his fame spread abroad
throughout all the reg.on round about Gal'ilee.

29 And 2 forthwith, when they were come out of
the synagogue, they 10 entered into the house of
si'mon and An‘drew, with James and John.

30 11 But Si‘mon’s wife's mother luy sick of a fever,
aud 12anon they tell him of her.

3L And he came and took her by the hand, and 1
lifted her up; and 14 immediately the fever left her,
and she ministered unto them.

32 And at even, when the sun did set, they brought
unto him all that were 15 diseased, and them that
were possessed with devils,

33 And all the city was gathered together at the

oor,

34 And he healed many that were sick 16 of divers

discases, and cast out many devils: and suffered not
the devils to speak, because they knew him.

Revised Version—! Go; 2Teaching ; 3 Having authority; s Straightway (liere was: 'S Omit Let us

alone; ¢ And the unclean spirit, tearing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him; 7 What is this?
anew teaching! with authority e commandeth ; & The report of him went out straightway everywhere into
all the region of Galilee round about ; 2Straightway ; 'o Came; 1 Now ; 12 Straightway ; 13 Raised ; 14 Omit

nnmediately ; 15 Sick ; 26 With.

GOLDEN TEXT

And_he healed many that were
sick. Mark1: 34.

TIME AND PLACE
April, A.D. 28, shortly after His

LESSON PLAN 5:
4

I Inthe Synagogue, 21-27,

\:‘io
b 2wty
( nnetting Links—Jesus being rejected

DAILY READINGS rejection at  Nazareth. Caper- Where He taught and where He
M.—Mark 1: 21-34. Jesus healing ?‘g}lg&mg}]‘gd1;:’1“‘]\};:€t9§-];°m1{?§ ast out an unclean spirit.,

at Capernaum. j own aw.” h :
'I‘.—Lukg’lli‘:n: i(;‘llz- Healinginthe : II. In 8imon's House, 28-31.
W.—Mati, 8 3L The word of | CATECEISM Where He healed one sick of a

power. . fever.
Th.—Matt. 12 : 14-25. Satan cast Q. 11. ¥hat are God’s tworks of
Providence? III. At Close ot Day, 32-34.

out.
F.—Acts 18: 14-I8. The power of

When He cumd all who came.

Christ’s name. A, God’s works of providence
S.--Isa. E;.z] 1-9. The promised | are, exl-‘ilsl most holy, \\;sc, and
caler. werful preserving and govem-
S.—Heb.i: 12-16. A sympathetic mg all his crcmures? an, 1 their ! SSON HYMNS R
T, ctions, 0 {Ps. Sel.): 177;,38; di4; 166

at-Nazareth takesup Hisabode at Capernaum
(Matt 4 : 13), possibly because it was central
for His work. It was on the north-west

e

shore of the Sea of Galilee and in the midst
of a prosperous and populous region. His
next step isto provide disciples to accompany
and assis’ Him. His first disciples had
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Jesus Healing in Capernaum
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probably gone to their homes on theirarrival
in Galilee. Jesus now gives four of them a
public call. The story is most fully told in
Luke 5:1-11. The lesson gives an account
of the Lasy Sabbath which they spend in
Capernaum. The contrast to the Sabbath
spent at Nazareth, of which we read in the
last lesson, is quite striking. There were
many miracles at this period of our Lord’s
ministry. These served to show His divine
nature and authority, to reveal His compas-
sion and to serve as parables of the spiritual
blessings of the Gospel.

I. In the Sy: sgogue, 21.27,

V. 21. They went info Capernawm; Jesus
and the four disciples mentionod in Ch. 1:
16-20. Straightway ; at once, without losing
any time. ‘‘Straightway ’?isa favorite word
of Mark’s. His Gospel was written for the
Romans and its movement is quick and

k

selves knew by experience. Or they
sought to reach the popular ear by tricks
and fancies. “The type of a popular
preacher,” says Edersheim, ‘¢ was not very
different from what in our days would form
his chief requisites. He ought to havea
good figure, a pleasant expression and
melodious voice, (his words ovght to be
¢like those of the bride to the bridegoom?),
fluency, of speech ‘sweet as honey,’
¢ pleasant as milk and honey’—* finely sifted
like fine flour,” a diction richly adorned,
¢ like a bride on her wedding day’; and
sufficient confidence in his own knowledge
and self-assurance never to be disconcerted.
Above all, he must be conciliatory and avoid
being too personal. There were scarcely
bounds to the liberties taken by the
preacher. He would divide a sentence,
cut off one or two syllables from a word and
join them to the next, so producing a

military. The synagogue ; the meeting place + different meaning, or giving a new interpre-
of the Jews. (Sce last lesson vs. 16, 17, for | tation to a text. If such licence was taken,
mention of synagogue). The ruins of what | it seems a comparatively small thing that a

was once a well-finished synagogue have
been found at Tel Hum, the possible site of
old Capernaum, rhaps thesynagogue built
by the nobleman mentioned in Luke 7: 5.
* “The walls were 74 feet 9 inches long by 56
feet 9 inches wide, and 10 fect thick. It
appears to have been better finished than
any other synagogue in Upper Galilee, and
to.have been ornamented more profusely.
f]“; interior was divided into five aisles by
fottr rows of colummns.” (The Century
Magazine.)

V. 22. They were astonished at his teaching
(Rev. Yer.) ; just as they were at Nazareth
(Luke 4: 22). He had an original way of
presenting the truth of the Scriptures. s
one that had authority. Jesus saw to the
very heart of truth, and spoke out of His
own experience and directly as He was
moved by the Holy Spirit. Histeaching was
the embodiment of a divine personalivy. It
was therefore weighty and convincing., Not
asthe scribes; the recognized expounders of
the Scriptures. But they were dead. They
taught merely what some other scribe had
said about the truth, not what they them-

doctrine was derived from a word, a particle,
or even a letter.”

In contrasi to such conceits and frivolities
the teaching of Jesus was like a fresh wind
from the mountains. -

V. 23. And there was in their synagoque; as
one of the audience. 4 man with an unclean
spirit; ““or, more literally, a man ‘in? an
unclean spirit, that is, a man under the
influence of an unclean spirit,”’ just as we
speak of 2 man being under the influence of
drink or of any evil passion. He cried oul.
The man spoke for the evil spirit that was
in him, being completely under his control.

V. 24, What have we to do with thee? i.e.,
Why do you interfere with us? (1 Kings
17: 18.) The demon is speaking for the
fraternity of spirits, and therefore uses the
plural.  Jesus had not yet interfered with
the man ; but the influence of His preaching
‘and of His holy presence stirred up the
agony and wrath of the evil one within him. -
Art thou come to destroy us? To overthrow
our power on earth. 1 know thee who thou
arl. Even “the devils also believe and
tremble” (Jas. 2:19).  The Holy One of God ;
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as opposed to the unholy spirit in the ‘man.
The sinlessness of Jesus was such that it was
itself a rebuke to evil wherever He met it.
It wag His absolute holiness that gained for
ITim and for all mankind the victory in the
three great temptations in the wilderness.

V. 25. Jesus rebuked him. The testimony
of such an one would hinder rather than
help. Besides, the time was not yet ripe
for publicly taking His Messianic title (com-
pare 1: 44, 45). Hold thy peace; literplly,
“he muzzled.” 1t was the word used for
muzzling a beast (1 Cor. 9:9). Come out of
him ; the separate personality of the demon
is here evident; for Christ addresses him
and distinguishes him from the man.

’s. 26, 27. Had torn him ; convulsed him,
threw him into spasms (Luke 4: 35). This
shows the form of the malady under which
hesuifered. ¢ He appears to have been an
cpileptic. The Gadarene demoniac (5 : 1-5)
was 2 madman.” (Bruce.) They were all
amazed ; at the complete and sudden cure.
It was surprise following surprise (v. 22);
first, astonishment because of His wonderful
teaching (v. 22), now because of His marvel-
lous power. They questioned among themselves.
Each one turned to his neighbor to ask his
opinion. What thing is this2 That we have
witnessed to-day. A new teaching! Witk
authority he commandeth even the unclear spirits
{Rev. Ver.). They recognized the connection
between the teaching and the miracle. Both
were superhuman.

II. In Simon’s House, 28-31.

Vs. 28, 29. And the report of him went out
sraightway. (Rev. Ver.) The news spread
like wildfire. Everywhere (Rev. Ver.); in
every direction. Throughout all the region;
into the whole surrounding district of Gali-
lee. And  forthwith; another of Mark’s
“straightways’’—as soon as the service was
over and the people dismissed. 1Fhen they
were come out; Jesusand His four disciples

1:16-20). The house of Simon and Andrew.
They were natives of Bethsaida near by
(John 1: #); but were now living at
Capernaum.

V. 30. Lay sick of @ ferer; *‘a common
occurrence in 1he damp, marshy flats by the

lake.”” Luke, the physician, calls it a great
fever (Luke 4 : 38)  They tell him of her; as
one would tell a friend of family troubles,
and to enlist His healing power in her
behalf.

V. 381, And he came; with calmness and
perfect confidence. Took her by the hand.
Matthew (ch. 8: 15) sayvs the cure was
effected by means of the touch. And lifted
her up ; assisted her torise. _.ind immediately
the fever left her. The cure was not gradual,
but instantaneous and complete. She minis-
tered unto them ; served at the table as they
sat down to their humble meal. ‘It was
the first diaconate (for this is the same word
as for ‘ministering’) of a woman in the
Church—might we not almost say, in the
world ?—a diaconate to Christ and to those
that were His ; the diaconate of one healed
by Christ ; a diaconate immediately follow-
ing such healing. The first, this, of a long
course of woman’s diaconate to Christ, in
which, for the first time, woman attained
her true position. And what a Sabbath
meal it must have been, after that scene in
the synagogue and after that healing in the
house, when Jesus was the Guest. They
who had witnessed it all sat at meat with
Him, and she who had been healed was the
deaconess.” —Edersheim.

ITI. At Close of Day, 32-34.

Vs. 32, 33. At even, when the sun did se.
‘What a beautiful picture—Christ’s healing
at theclosing of the day! Thepeople waited
until sunset, because it was the ending of
the Sabbath, and not till then were they
free to carry their sick upon pallets and
beds. Allthecity. * A colloquial exaggera-
tion,” says Bruce, in the Expositor's Greek
Testament ; justas we say, * The whole town
was there.”” At the door ; probably of Peter’s
house (v. 29).

V. 84 He healed muny that were sick.
Matthew says, ‘“Healed all that were sick”’
(Matt. 8: 16). Numerous asthey were, His
power and grace sufficed for all. Sugfered
not the devils to speak; for the same reason
that he silenced the demcn {v. 25). Because
they knew him; to be the Messiah. (See
notes on vs., 24, 25.)
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ught Ihem as havmg authojtyd v. 22.
(RL_\ Ver.). Jesus taught with authority
because he had authority. He was God’s
beloved Son whom God had sent to earth
with a message. Dr. Stalker says: “The
scribes taught without authority. This is
the leading characteristic of the Talmudic
writings. No teacher speaks as if he had
ever been in touch with God Himself or seen
thespiritual world with hisown eyes. Every
one quotes some earlier teacher to whose
authority he appeals; they are all leaning
upon one another. . . . .. Butthose who
came to hear Jesus felt that He was in direct
contact with the spiritual world and brought
to them news of what He had Himself seen
and felt. He was not a mere commentator,
repeating some faint and far-derived echo of
the message received from on high by men
long dead. He spoke like one who had just
come from the abode of the Highest, or
rather who was still in it, seeing what He
was deseribing.”

They do obey him, v. 27. 1t is a great
comfort and strength for usto know thatour
Lord and Savior has authority even overthe
spirits of evil. There is no donbt that we
are exposed to temptations not only of the
world and of the flesh but of thedevil. “OQur
wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but
against the principalities, against the powers,
against the world-rulers of this darkness,
against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in
the heavenly places.?”” (Eph. 6: 12, Rev.
Ver.) What hope would we have, in our
human weakness, if we did not know that
the Captain of our salvation isstronger than
the strong, and that since  He himself hath
suffered being tempted, He isable to succour
them that are tempted. * (Heb. 2: 18.)

They tell him of her, v. 30. What a com-|

fort that we also can goto Jesusand tell Him
of our loved ones who aresick! We can ask
Him to make them well; we can ask Him for
submission to His wise and loving will; we
can ask Him to bless sickness and sorrow to
the good of those whosuffer. And when we
are conceraed, notabout the bodily butabout

" (

the spiritual welfare of some loved one,
what better can we do than to tell Jesusand
ask Him to send His spirit to convict of sin
and lead to Himself? '

Here is an avenue of service open to even
the weakest and least courageos. Youmay
feel that you eannot speak a word to that
brother or sister or friend for whose soul’s
salvation you greatly yearn. Your tongue
cleaves to the roof of your mouth when
you attempt it. But you can speak to Jesus.
You can tell Him of your heart's concern.
The privilege of intercession is yours, and
you are not afraid to unbosom every thought
to the gracious Savior.

The fever left her, v. 31. We hear a good
deal in these days about ¢ divine healing™
and about ‘faith cures.” All healing is
divine healing and all cures should be faith
cures. Let us understand clearly that life
and death are in God’s hands, and while the
physician may prescribe and the nurse may
tend, it is God alone who bringsthe healing.
Since this is so, both for our own healing
and that of our friends, let us have faith
in God. This does not'mean that we are to
abandon the use of medicines, but it does
imply a conviction that back of the medi-
cine must be the blessing of God to make it
cffective. The medicine may be like the
hand which Jesus stretched out to raise the
woman up, but the divine- heart and will
are behind the hand. Nor are we to under-
stand by faith an absolute certainty of reco-
very in every case, but rather a calin and
comforting assurance that God who loves us
knowsand will do what is best; so that
while we tell Him of our desire for recovery,
we are able nevertheless to add, “Not my
will but thine be done. "

She ministered unto them. I1f we have rea-
son to bless the Lord for His benefits, if He
has forgiven our iniquities and healed our
diseases and redeemed our life from destruc-
tion (Ps. 103 : 2-4), we should desiretoserve
Him. We may do as Peter’s wife’s mother
did; we may minister to Jesus and His
friends, When we minister to His friends,
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1
to the little ones, to the needy, we are min-
istering to Him.

At even, when the sun did set, v 32. We
cannot find a more beautiful application for
this scene than we have in Hymn 366 of our
Book of Praise. We gather together on
sabbath evening in our place of worship.
Jesus, though unseen, isin our midst. We
have our various ills. Some are sick ; some
sad. Some have never given their hearts to
the Savior; the love of some has grown
cold. Some are borne down by the cares of
vhe worid ; some are distracted by religious
doubt ; some are the slaves of evil passions.
Some have grown weary of the hollow world,
vet are not willing to break from it; some
have proved the imperfection of human
friendship, yet have not sought the Friend
that sticketh closer than a brother. None
are perfectly at peace, for some sin remains

s

Two important things to’be remember: %
on the Sabkath day: (l) To go to chuxc
2) To help as we can in the service. v. 21.

The teaching that tells is the message that
our own hearts have got from.God. v. 22

When we so speak, the most thoughtless
is drawn to listen. v. 22,

A man may ke in God's house with the|.

devil in his heart. v. 23.

When a preacher or a teacher speaks the
truth plainly, it stirs up to opposition all the
evil that i. in our hearts. v. 24

The devil well knows that Christ is his
enemy, and an enemy that will prove a cun-
queror. v. 24,

Merely to know the truth will not save.
It may, indeed, add to our condemnation.
v.24. (See 2 Cor. 2: 15, 16; Luke 12:47.)

When Jesus speaks, even hell hearkens.
vs. 25, 26.

The wonderful work confirmed the won-
derful word. Behold the purpose of miracle.
v. 27.

After such fashion has Christ’s fame ever

&%(’Z: fony

spread. His own words and works are the

in all; and those who are most desirous of
serving God feel its wounds most keenly.
But now we are in the presence of the
Christ. He has been troubled and tempted
like ourselves, yea, in all points. He knows
not only our pain and sorrow, but also our
sin and sheme, Yect He loves us; and His
touch can bring healing and His word can
bring salvation now as in days of old. And
go in this solemn evening hour we make our
prayer to Him : “Hear us now, Lord Jesus,
and heal us all according to our need, for
Thy mercy’s sake. Amen.”

Suffered not the devils to speak, v. 3¢. Our
Lord did not desire such testimony. Let
His Church remember this, and beware how
she permits the patronage of wicked men, or
uses in her own behalf methods that savor

of the ‘mssistance of the Evil one.

to' His power and grace.
v. 28.

Jesus remembers those in their homes
whom sickness prevents from being present
in the house of God. vs. 29, 30.

What better friend to take your troubles
to! v. 30.

Healed by a touch. v. 31.

Suved to serve, v. 31

‘¢ There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Likethe wideness of the sea.””—vs. 32,33.
Book of Praise, Hymn 131.

¢¢ 0 in what divers pains they met!
O with what joy they wentaway!’—v. 34.
Book of Praise, Hymn 366.

Paragraphs

Dr. Geikie says : ‘‘ The nature and value
of the instruction thus given (by the scribes)
may be judged from some illustrations of
the teaching in the days of our Lord respect-
ing the secret power of numbers. In the
first and last verses of the Bible the first
letter, Aleph, [the Hebrew A] occurs six
times, and as six Alephs are equal to our
figares 6,000—for the Jews used letters for
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figures—it was held to be proved by this
that the world would last 6,000 years, ”

We do not know what motive brought
this poor possessed man to the synagogue
that day. It may not have been agood one,
but all the same, he found the Savior there.
So Goldsmith tells of the godly village
preacher :

¢ ~~yth from his lips prevailed with double
sway,

And fools who came to scoff remained to
pray.”

The vision of God would be a source of
intolerable anguish toan znholyman . . . .
Behold how Adam, when he had lost his
innocence, shrank from the presence of
Jehovah. Listen how the Israelites beseech
Moses to stand between them and God, lest
if He spoke to them they should die. Sce
with whatquivering fear Manoah wasaffected
when he saw the Lord! Hear how Isaiah
bemoans himself when he sees the vision of
God’s glory in the temple. What means
that strange request of Peter, when, through
the glory of the mirucle, he recognized the
deity of Jesus? (Luke 5: 8.)—Dr. Wm. M.
Ta; ‘or, “ The Mimcles of our Savior.”

One hears, occasionally, in modern life, of
cases which remind one of the demoniac
possesions of our Lord’s time. In a littic
book called ** Modern Miracles,”” the writer,
Leila Thomson, tells of a man whom she
knew, a liquor-seller,who had the reputation
of being the worst man in the town where
he lived. The first time Miss Thomson saw
him, he said to her, * I've been the hardest
drinker and the worst liver in this place,
and what's more, I'm proud to own it. So
there I and hie snapped his fingers in her
face. He was very ill at this time, and in
the course of his illness he was convicted of
sin and brought to repentance. Finally, he
found peace in trusting in Jesus Christ.
¢ But,” Miss Thomson adds, *‘towards the
end came delivium, and in the delirium a
reverting to the old life-habit of profane‘and
loathsome language. I never heard
thing so appalling as that man’s ravings;

PRI

but always, with returning consciousness,
the new life re-awakened with the gentle,
Christ-like ways and words. This strange
acting and reacting of body, soul and spirit
on one another lasted for a time, forcingone
to many speculations in mental physiology,
and weird wonderings about Satan and the
archangel Michael contending for the body
of Moses. It was a relief when'I heard, at
last, that the struggle was ended-he was
safe home in port—the voyage perils o’er.”

Those who came to Jesus were not merely
made better. They were made ‘““waoles”
One striking example of this is given in His
treatinent of Peters’ wife’s mother. When
He entered her house she was lying ill of
fever. Weall know how weakening that
trouble is and how long the period of con-
valescence remains after its progress has been
arrested. But when Christ laid His hand
upon her, rot only did the fever go, but she
immediately “arose and ministered” to the
guests. Herrestoration was complete.—Rev.
Norman L. Walker’s ** Jesus Christ and His
Surroundings.”

Notice the character of our Lord’s miracles.
There is a legend that the Empress Helena,
the mother of Constantine the Great, re-
proached him for being converted to Chris-
tianity. Hereplied by inviting her to a test of
the power of her religion and his. Cratoand
Zeno, the famous Greek philosophers, were
the judges. Zambri, the magician of Helena,
said, “I know the name of the Omnipotent.
Let them bring me the fiercest wild bull that’
can be found and when I bave uttered that
name in his ear he wili fall dead.” And it
so came to pass. But Sylvester, on Constan-
tine’s side, said, “The name he has pro-
nounced cannot be that of God, but of Satan ;
for Christ does not strike the living dead,
but restores the dead to life. Let Zambri
restore the dead creature to life.”” Bubt he
could not. Then Sylvester made the sign of
the cross, and the bull rose up alive, and no
longer fierce, but tame and gentle. It is in
saving men, in giving life to dead sinners,
in curing from evils that Christ proves his
divine power.
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As Jesus drove out the demons He suffer-
ed them not to speak because they knew
Him. We cannot believe that His rejection
of their impure testimony wus prudential
only, whatever possibility there may have
been of that charge of complicity which was
afterwards actually brought. Any help
wlich might have come to Him from the
Jips of Hell was shocking and revolting to

our Lord. And this is a lesson for all reli-
gion and political partizans who stop short
of doing evil themselves, but reject no ad-.
vantage which the evil deeds of others may
bestow. Not go cold and negative is the
morality of Jesus. He regards as contamn-
ation whatever fraud, suppressions of truth,
injustice, by whomeoever wrought, can
vield. Rev. G. A. Chadwick, D.D.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS /t/
{
from his foes—<‘‘the Holy One¢ of God.”

’ .

It will be enou’gli, perhaps, to mark the
order of events as given in the ‘‘ Connecting
Links.”” We pass fromn the synagogue at
Nazareth of last Sabbath to the synagogue
at Capernaum now.

Then concentrate attention on

THe HearLings oF THE Day

It is the Christ ‘“who healeth all thy
diseases ”’ (Ps. 103 : 3) who is before our eyes
1. In the morning.
II. At noonday.
III. In the evening.

1. Ix taie Morning and in the synagogue.
Review briefly what was learned last Sabbath
about the synagogue and the synagogue wor-
ship. (“The King's Own,’’ one of our new
illustrated Sabbath School papers, has pic-
tures and a full description of the Scripture
Rolls as used in the synagogue. See No. for
Feb. 24.)

Jesus and His four newly-called disciples
are now in Capernaum (His own city : see
Exposition, p. 90); and when Sabbath comes,
of course in the synagogue. As His habit
was, He taught, What did He teach?
Take Matt. 5: 6, 7 as a sample. Why were
they astonished? Ans. There was a fresh
note in His words. They were evidently
heaven-spoken, so different from the parrot-
like teaching of the scribes.

Marvellous, is it not? Even the demon-
possessed man recognizes Him. But then,
had not Satan, the Prince of all evil spirits,
recognized Him? They are not lost spirits
for want of knowledge, but for want of wil-
lingness to submit.

What truer description anywhere? and

(Compare John 7: 46.)

The unexpected happens. At the word of
the Nazareth carpenter, the evil spirit is
silenced and the wan is n,ade free.  Such is
the power of God as against the powers of
evil,

But it is not without a struggle on the
part of the unclean spirit (v. 26). The devil
lets go unwillingly.

Note the amazement of those who wit-
nessed the miracle. But, oh, how sad! it
ended in amazement and nothing more.

1I. Ar Nooxpay, and in Peter's house ; no
time lost—*‘ forthwith,”” v. 29. It is sick-
ness now, as it was possession by an evil
spirit an hour before. It matters not. His
touch is omnipotent. And how wonderiul
His grace! The whole notice of the Son of
God is turned upon one poor bed-ridden
sufferer. The cure is instantaneous and
complete. Mark the word “all” in Psaim
103 : 3, 4, already quoted..

III. I~ e EveNxinéa—when the Sabbath
was ended ; a new day beginning with new
and more wonderful works of power and
grace; ‘“Him that cometh to me 1 wil
wise cast out.” (John 6: 37.) %

Questions for Juniors—W he
naum? Who probably built a syn
there? (Luke 7:4,5.) What disco
our Lord give there? (John 6.)

21, 22. Where did Jesus go af
rejected at Nazareth? How did He spend
the Sabbath? How was His teaching re-
garded?

23-27. Who was in the audience? Under
what power? What did he say to Chirst?
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How did Jesus act? With what result?
How is the power of Jesus described?
(Matt. 28: 18; John17: 2; Phil. 8: 21.)
"How did the people express their astonish-
ment ?

28-31. Where did Jesus and His disciples
go? What miracle did Christ there per-
form? What isa miracle?

32-34. Why at sunset? Wereany left
unhealed ? (Matt. 8: 16.) In whose name
did Christ heal? Whose work does Christ
destroy? How will Christ heal us? What
is our privilege in this regard ?

Questions  for Sentors—21,22. What other
miracle did Jesus perform at Capernaum?
(Matt. 8: 5.) For what was Capernaum
coudemned? (Matt. 11: 23; Luke 10:
15.) By what was the teaching of Jesus
marked P

23-27. What aroused the evil spirit? How
did they view Christ’s mission? (1 John
3:8) On what other occasions did evil
spirits confess Jesus to be the Christ? (Matt.
8:29; Mark 83:11; Jas. 2:19.) How is the
power of Christ shown? (Luke4 :32; Luke
5:173 John 5:28; 1 John 3: 8.) How did
the evil spirit (demon) meet Jesus? How
did Jesus meet the demon? What did the

people say?

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE om%w

Connection—Here is Nazareth (square).
Sabbath day.

Jesus (stroke) has come back to the old home.

28-31. Where had Simon and Andrew
lived? (John 1: 44.) How complete the
miracle Christ performed on Simon’s wife's
mother?

32-34. Whom did Christ heal by a word ?
{(Mark 3: 5.) By a touch? (Matt. 9: 29.)
By acommand? (John 9:7.) Of what were
the miraclessigns? What is the effect of the
Gospel? (1Cor. 6:9-11; Isa.11:6-9.) Why
should we choose t& ervice of Christ?

Bible Side Ligh
28, 20; 22 : 92, 3

W\hﬁb 74 -
UxcLeax Seiritss—Markl 3: 11 35

Sick or A FeEver—John 4: 50-54
28:8.

Toor HEr By THE HAND—Mark W -
Matt. 8:8; 9:29; Lnke 22:51. i

Ministerep Unto THEM—Luke 8: 3 ; Rom.
15: 25; Heb. 6:10; 1 Pet. 4 : 11.

Topics for Brief Papers

{To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. The man possessed by the unclean spirit
and delivered.
2. The people who wondered, but went no
further. (v. 27.)
3. Simon’s wife’s mother’s sickness, re
ery, and ministering.

P

Here is the synagogue (ofijline). "It is the
What did He always
do on the Sabbath? Did
He know anybody in that

I A«« AN ¥,
THNE
GREAT

NEALER -

“Jesus Wnows The Lorn
Ovre Every ‘Weaknkgs

Wi Woly Spiek
"‘ow:\u.s 'me,

) Yevers ‘\}A

in Prayer

church? Why did the
people all want to hear
Him preach? What did
Jesus read about? What
did He tell them? Did
they believe Him? What
did they do to Him? Does
Jesus want us to take Him
as our friend and Savior?
Are we rejecting Him ?

At Capernaum — When
Jesus was driven out of
Nazareth, he went to Ca-
pernaum  (outline map).

On the Sabbath day He
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went to church. There wasa man in church
who had a bad spirit in him, who shouted
at Jesus. It wasa very evil spirit. Jesus
called the evil spirit to come out of the man.
He came out and all the people were sur-
pri=ed and went out and told those around
of the wonderful power of Jesus. Jesus can
take away all bad thoughts and evil spirits
from our hearts.

The sick woman—Has any child been sick,
perhaps with a burning fever? Who came
to see him? What did the doctor give
him? Picture thjs poor woman lying sick
with fever. She was the mother of Simon
Peter's wife. Simon was one of Jesus’ dis-
ciples. Jesus js especially kind to those
who love him, Read .the lesson story.
He gave no medicine, just touched her, and
she was wellat once. He did what no other
person could do, Little ones are sometimes
in a fever of impaticnce, or fretfulness or
anger. Jesus will touch you now and the
angry, impatient fever will leave you, ifyou
ask Him to send His quieting Holy Spiritin-
to your heart,

The suncet hour—Picture the scene—the

gettlng sun, the crowds about the house,
Jesus standing at the door, the people bring-
ing their sick friends to Him. Here is a
father carrying his little sick boy and hereis
a mother bringing her little sick daughter
and here is & little lame boy coming limping
along all alone. (Jesus loves to see thelittle
ones coming to him). Teach Golden Text.
Sin-sickness—When Willie Xennedy was
naughty, his mother sent him to bed and
sgaid, “ Willie, you must stay in bed till you
are better. ”  “‘I'm notsick, mother, ” said
Willie. ‘“Yes, my child, ”’ said his mother,
‘“ nanghtiness is sin-sickness. There is only
one Physician who can cure that disease,
Willie, His name is Jesus. He cancure you
but youw’ll have toask Him. Just look upand
say ‘Dear Jesus, cure me of sin-sicknessand
make me a betterboy, and He will make you
better. " . -
Practical thoughts—All of us have sin-sick:
ness till Jesus cures us. Let us ask Him.
Jesus can cure our sick friends, if He sees
best to do so. We can take them to Him in
prayer. ¢ Jesusknows ourevery weakness.”

A MaN POSSESSED

A Woman wiTtH FEVER

Lesson Block—Jesus the Great Physicign,
BLACKBOARD REVIEW /Z?
.51

A 4

- HE HEALED

r fr

THREE STRIKING SCENES. Recall them one by one. There is fine scope in this lesson
for the questicn and adswer method of review. (1) Get the scholars to describe the poor
creature who excited our Lord’s compassion in the synagogue, his awful vilenessand sore
distress. “ A man possessed’’, write on the board. (2) Take the school into the house of
the brothers, Simon and Andrew. Describe the hush of the sick room, suddenly broken
by the wild ravings of the fever-stricken mother. Tell of the anxiety of her daughter
and the household for her. Write ¢ A woman with fever.” (3) The scene at the door,
all the sick in the city gathered there . Write, “ A crowd of sufferers.”” Now write
“HE HEALED?”, and recall how graciously He did it and how promptly and perfectly
in each case the work was done. Close with Hymn 366.
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THE PARALYTIC HEALED

March 11, 1900

Mark 2: 1-12.  Commit to memory vs 912 Read Matt 1: 2325; Mark 1: 35-15.

1 And ? agaln he cntered into Capernaum after
:l:nm%é]uys; and it was noised that he was 2 in the
house.

2 And " straightwany many were gathered together,
4 insomuch that there was no room to receive them,
10, not £0 much as about the door: and he preached
the wonl unto them. .

35 And they come 6 unto him, bringing one sick of
the palsy, which was borne of four.

4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for
the 7 press, they uncovered the roof where he was:
aud when they had broken it up, they let down the
bed 8 wherein the sick of the palsy lay.

5 2 When Je'sus saw their faith, ne said unto the
sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins 1o be forgiven thee,

6 But there were certain of the scribes sitting there,
and reasoning in their hearts,

vised Version—! \When he entered agnin .

Re
way : 450 that there was no longer room for then, no, not even about the door ; 5 Spake ; 6 Bringing unto
nman; 7 Crowd: 8 Whereon ; @ And Jesus seeing their fuith saith unto the sick :

12 But one eten God

7 Why doth this man thus speak 1t blagphemies?
who can forgive sing 12 but God only.

8 And 13 immediately when Je'sus perceived in
his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he
:l sr;ltd '}mto them, Why reason ye these things in your

ienrts ? .

9 Whether is 16 it easier to say to the sick of the
palsy, Thy sins 16 be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise,
and take up thy bed, and walk?

10 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath
pawer on carth to forgive sins, (hesaith to the sick of
the palsy,) . . .

11 [ say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and
170 thy way into thing house,

12 And 18 immedintely he arose, took up the bed,
and went forth before them alt éinsomuch that they

: 13 Straightway Jesus, perceiving; 11 Saith ; 15 Omit it; 16 Are-forgiven ; 17 Go unto_thy

were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never
saw it on this fashion. ;

. . it was noised : 2 Margin, at home : 3 Omit stmig'mt-
m
10 Are: ! He blasphemeth:

house; 18 And he argse and straightway took up the bed.

GOLDEN TEXT

TIME AND PLACE

LESSON PLAN

The Son of man hath power on
earth to forgive sins, Mark 2; 10.

DAILY READINGS

M.—Mark 2: 1122 The paralytic
healed.
T.—Acts 10: 3443, _Glad tidings,

W.—Ps. 25: 1-18.  Prayer for par-

Summer of A.D. 28. Capernaun,
the centre of Christ's Galilean
work.

CATECHISM

Q. 12, What special act of provi-
dence did God cxereise toward man
in the estate wherein he was crealed ¢

A. When God had created man,
he entered into & covenant of life

\

1. Helplessness and Faith 14,

The paralytic ﬁaming access
through his own faith and that of
his friends,

II. Forgiveness and Healing, §-
12 (a),

In answer to their_faith and in
demonstration of the Lord’s power.

III. Wonder and Worship, 12 (b).

don,
Th.—Ps. 103 : 1-12. Forgiveness | with him

and heallngé

F.—Isa. 43: 1823, Blotting out.
8.~1John 1. Perfect cleansing.
S.—Luke 5: 17-26. Strange things.

enth.

inks — Very early next
morning, after the Sabbath in Capernaum,
Jesus went out into a solitary place to pray.
(Mark 1: 85.) The crowds soon gathered.
Peter and the rest went and told Him. (vs.
36, 37.) He did not, however, remain, hut
went to preach and heal in the neighboring
towns and thronghont all Galilee. (vs. 38,
39.) There were many miracles, but the
only one given in detail is the healing of a
leper. (vs. 40-45.) He soon returned to
Capernaum, where He healed the paralytic.
Matthew, Mark and Luke all recount this
miracle.
I. Helplessness and Faith, 1~4.

V. 1. Again he entered inlo Capernawm;
after the first preaching tour through Galilee
(1: 38, 39). **Again’ looks back to 1: 21.
After some days. The phrase is indefinite,
probably a few weeks. J¢ was noited; Tu-
mored, reported. In the fouse; perhaps the

upon condition of per-
fect obedience : forbidding himn to
eat of the tree of the knewledge of

ood and evil, upon the pain of

In the evident presence of the

Divine.
LESSON HYMNS
25: 63: 1-4 (Ps.Sel.); 1691 182;

2

EXPOSITION

house of Simon Peter (1: 29). Godet thinks
it possible from Matt 17 : 24, 25, that Christ
was living with Peter. .

V. 2. And straightway ; as sopn as it was
known that He was there. Many were gath-
ered together ; with the events of the blessed
Sabbath of last lesson still fresh in their
memory, they were eager and anxious to
sec and hear Him. There wasno room. The
poorer class of houses in the East consist of
a single story. ¢ Houses of the better sort
often consist of two or.more stories, having
compartments connected, like our own, by
doors and stairways, and opening upon
roomy corridors which extend around the
entire court—the vpen court about which
an Eastern house is built.””. (Bissell.) This
was probably one of the poorersort. Inside
it was crowded to the door; and all the
space around the door was occupied. He
preached theword wito them (Rev. Ver.); “He
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spake the word unto them.” He was de-
claring to them the word of God, the word
of the Kingdom (Matt. 13 : 19), the message
of salvation.

V. 8. And they come; while Christ was
speaking. The words will bear the meaning
that there were others besides the jour who
carried the palsied man. The *four”

carried him,
They carried him on a “hed? (Matt. 9: 2)
or mattress, perhaps laid on a light, wooden

frame, a bearer being at each corner. The
word palsy is a contraction of the word
paralysis. But the disease indicated in-
cluded not only what we call paralysis,
which is rarely very painful, but also cata-
lepsy and tetanus, i.e., cramps and lockjaw.

V. 4. For the press; for the crowd inside
and outside of the building. They uncovered
the roof. The roof of an eastern house is
flat, and is reached in the poorer sort of
houses by a stairway from the outside. The
roof is ordinarily formed by placing heavy
beams upon the walls; at right angles to
these are smaller strips of wood ; then there
is a layerof grass, or sometimes slabs of dried
clay, the..‘“tiling”’ of Luke 5: 19 ; whilst
overall is a coating of clay or mud sever-

al mches thick, rolled hard to keep out the
heat and rain. This was probably a light-
er structure. Where he was; just above and
in front of where He was teaching. Had
broken it up; rcinoved what was - neces-
sary. They let down the bed. The cut here
has an elaborate system of ropes, such as
would be nceded in a large house ; but the
author of ‘“The Land and the Book ™
says, “The roof is only a few feet high;
and by stooping down and holding the
corners of the couch (merely a thickly-
paddcd quilt, as at present in this region),
they would let down the sick man with-
out any apparatus of ‘ropes or cords to
assist them.” "’ This applies to an ordin-
ary house, such as probably Sinmon’s was.

II. Foxgiveness and Healing, 5-12 (a).

Y. 6. When Jesus suw their fuith; the
faith of the bearers as shown by their
energetic action ; of those who had come
with them as shown by their presence
and of the palsicd man himself. Son,; -
literally, child. Jesussaw the beginning
of a child-like faith within his soul and
so addresses him by a term that is tender
and endearing. Thy sins be forgiven thee.
The man was distressed in soul as well as
in body ; and so Jesus directs his atten-

The rest were funwmpat,hy ttion from.the outward fact of healing to

its spiritual meaning. Itis a new
His teaching by miracles.

V. 6. Certain of the scribes;
were the learned doctors or
the Law (i.e., The Scriptures). They and
the Pharisees, as is recorded in Luke 5
21, were beginning to be jealous. This was
the beginning of the Pharasaic opposition
which ended in the crucifixion. Reasoning
n their hearts; debating the matter in their
minds. They were afraid to make an open
charge on account of the popularity of Jesus.
The common people heard Him gladly.

V. 7. Heblasphemeth (Rev. Ver.); by claim-

~ep in

the scribes
teachers of

ing equality with God in the power to for-

give. Whocan forgive? Sin is the trans-
gression of the law of God (I. John3: 4);
and, thercfore, only God can forgive sins.

The scribes so far were right. They were
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wrong, however, in hastily concluding that
Jesus was not God,

Vs, 8, 0. Derceived in Lis spirit. He read
their inmost thoughts (John 2: 25) as in
Luke 4: 23. He had read the thoughts of
the Nazarenes. [Reasoned, etc. See notes
onv. 6. Whetheris it eusier to say etc. Not,
which is casier to do, but which is easier to
claim to do? It wascertainly an easier mat-
ter to claim to forgive than to claim to heal ;
for the latter claim could be tested, the for-
nier could not. Now He will show His
power by saying the harder thing.

Vs, 10, 11, But that ye may know. By
healing the body He will give a proof of His
power. to heal the soul through forgiveness.
The Son of man. Sece notes on Lesson G,

)

‘ne of four, v. 3, ¢ There is no act of
friendship so great as‘that which showsitself
in bringing an unsaved one vo Christ for sal-
vation, as these friends did. We have been
often pained to see crowds of Christians flock-
ing to revival meetings, ¢ where the power of
God is present to heal’, but they come ap-
parently to see and hear what is being done,
without having made the least effort to bring
any sin-sick souls with them. It is vain
that such join in prayer and say ‘Amen’.
This is to feed the hungry with words, and
clothe the naked with a vain. expression of
sympathy. There is no better way of testi-
fying our faitn in Jesus, or our love for men,
than in bringing the unsaved and the sin-
laden to Him for salvation and healing”.
G. F. Pentecost, D.D.

They uncovered the roof, v. 4. It is worth
an effort to get close to Jesus Christ. These
men evidently thought so. There were ob-
stacles to be overcome, but where there is a
will, there isa way, and they succeeded in
overcoming all obstacles. It is a great exam-
ple. There are many who -are not.close to
Christ. They are like those who stood on
the outskirts of the crowd that day,-.who,
when they got upon tip-toe, might-catch a
glimpse of Jesus over the.heads and should-
ers of the rest, and in a moment of stillness
might catch a word or two of what he was

verse 13. Hath power; the authority, or
right to forgive sins, drise. This was the
test of the man’s faith and of Christ’s miracu-
lous power. Take up thy bed, ete. ; to show
the completeness of the cure.

V. 12, Dminediately he arose. Faith brought
the healing power of Jesus to the palsied
limbs. Took up the bed; rolled up the
mattress or padded quilt. (See on v. 4).

IX. Wonderand Worship, 12 (b).

They were all amazed; at the greatness of
the mijracle. See Luke 5. 268 | Glorified
God; for the the power that had healed
both body and soul. Even the scribes and
pharisees were for the monent oyercompe
with wonder. Alas that their emotion
pussed away so quickly !

APPLICATION

saying. These men ave nat utterly separat-
ed from religion. They are church-goers,
but they are not close to Christ. They bave
not ‘préssed into His presence and made com-
plete surrender of theirlivesto Him. What
isinthe way? Insome instances intellectual
difficulties, iy others some evil habit of life,
or it may bethe weight of sheer indifference.
Tt is not manly to allow oneself to be. held
back thus. .Itis not accordirig t6 comraon
sense. All such obstacles should be fairly
and promptly-faced. To get to Christ is
worth supreme effort, for it is, as.in the case
of this palsied man, healing and liberty.

Thy sins are forgiven, (Rev. Ver.); v. 5.
The first and deepest need of the human soul
is the forgiveness of sin. The sick man’s
friends, no doubt, desired for him, most of
all, restoration to health. The man desired
that, too, but there was something deeper.
Jesus looking down into hig eyes saw in their
pleading and pathetic gaze sorrow for past
sin and an earnest desire to be forgiven ‘and
to be at peace with God. And so His first
words to him were ‘‘Son, thy sins are for-

given. ”” This is the great need, and there

is nothing more important than that we
should realize it. Sometimes it takes sick-
ness and sorrow to bring us to a sense of sin
and our need of forgiveness. Sometimes the
sickness and the sorrow which effect this,




1900]

The Paralylic Healed

101

come as a result of our sin. It may have
been 8o in the case of this poor, helpless man.
But it is worth any suffering to be convinced
of sin, that so we may look to Jesus for for-
giveness.

The Son of man hath power (or 'uthority) to
forgive 8ins, v. 10, The scribea lisputed His
right to forgive sins, and Jes s proved it.
When He wrought the miracl - of healing,
He showed that God was at F.s back, sub-
stantiating Flis claim. The scribes reasoned
thus—*‘ Only God can forgive sins. Jesus is
not God. Thevefore Jesus cannot forgive
sins.” But Jesus, by His miracle, put it
truly—* Only God can forgive sins. I can
forgive sins, Therefore, I am God.”

In this transaction, Jesus showed not only
that He had the power to forgive sins, but
that He was willing to do so. Nor oes He
impose any hard conditions.

“ All the fitness He requireth,
Is to feel our need of Him.”

‘| well instructed in theology.

As we see plainly from the case of the
paralytic, it is enough if we come to Him
with penitence and a desire for forgiveness.
e do not need to wait v~til we have been
Much of our
thinking and many of our views may be
erroneous, and yet we may obtain mercy.

Power on earth, v. 10. *‘If even on earth
and in the depth of His humiliation, the Son
of man had power to forgive sins, shall we
doubt His ability ‘to save to the uttermost,’
now that He is set down at the right hand
of the Mu;esty on high?’ David Brown, -
D.D.

And he arose, v. 12. Note the rcsponse of
faith to the word of power. The man is
paralyzed, yet he wills to rise’ when Jesus
speaks. And he succeeds. It is-even so,
when the sin-bound soul responds to the
touch and call of God’s Spirit, and moves
towards Christ to offer allegiance. In the
very act of taking the first step Christwird,
the shnckles fall.

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

Tt is a blessed opportunity, when Jesus is
near, in the church or the Sabbath School
or even in some sorrow in the house. v. 1.

When Christ preached, crowds came ; and
when Christ is truly preached or taught, He
has ever the same wondrously attractive
power. v. 2.

It is well to tell the Lord Jesus of our
friends who have need of Him. It is better
still to bring them with us into His pres-
ence. V. 3.

An excellent way—a committee of four
(v. 3); for four will often succeed where one
alone will fail.

A broken roof was a small price to pay for
the word of Christ that healed (v. 4). We
must get to Christ, ¢ost what it will.

Christ is pleased with bold and determined
faith—

‘¢ For His grace and power are such,
None can ever ask too much.””—v, 5.
Forgiveness is man’s first. need. v. 5.
What poor creatures those serxibes were !

Far better that the palsied man should
remain crippled and helpléss than that they
should be put in the wrong or oveitopped in
the eyes of the people by this Nazarene
teacher. vs. 6, 7. .

“All things are naked and opened unto
the eyes of Him with whoin we have to do
(Heb. 4: 13).” v. 8,

It is the same divine power and grace that
gives strength to dead limbs and life to dead
souls. v. 10.

‘‘Sweet saying, The bed had borne the
man ; now the man bore the bed.” (Ben-
gel.) v. 12 :

They wondered ; they glorified God ; and
then they forgot (v. 12). And how apt we
are to do likewise!

.

Paragraphs

‘“There comes before my mind a fact to
which my attention was called some years
ago of a young man, barely twenty-one, lying
in precisely the condition that is' here de-
scribed, unable to move a limb, the result
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simply of his youthful debaucheries.”” R.

F. Herton, D.D.

‘“‘In a recent meeting sixteen mea came
from a distance of as many miles, bringing
with them four unconverted friends. It was
a noticeable sight to see these twenty men
marching into the church. It was a most
blessed sight to see them marching out, at the
close of the mecting, with their four friends
saved and ‘rejoicing in God their Savior.’””
G. F. Pentecost, D.D.

Ia the present Transvaal war, after the
battles of Glencoe and Dundee and the death
of General Symons, the British found that
their position in the northern neck of Natal
was untenable. And go, under General Yule,
they fell back, in order to effect a junction

" with the forces of General White behind the
walis of Ladysmith. There were obstacles
to overcome. There was a difficult country
to traverse, swollen rivers to cross, and a
watchful enemy to harass them. But it was
a matter of life or death, and in the face ot
all obstacles it had to be accomplished. So
it is a matter of life or death for us that we
should get to Christ, and we must make our
way to Him in despite of all difficulties. And
like General Yule’s march, it is a relreat;
a relreat from some untenable position, it
may be of doubt, or of some sinful course, or
of rank rebellion against the Almighty.

A well-known passage in Tennyson’s “In
Memoriam ™ describes how intellectual dif-
ficulties may be overcome.

—One indeed 1 knew

In many a subtle question versed,

Who touched a jarring lyre at first,
But ever strove to make it true.

Perplext in faith but pure in deeds,

At last he beat his music out,

There lives more faith in honest doubt,
Believe me, than in halithe creeds.

He fought his doubts and gather'd strength,
He would not make his judgment blind,
He faced the spectres of the mind

And laid them : thus he came at length

To find a stronger faith his own.

In what follows (vs. 3, etc.) we have a
beautiful example of the way in which the
Giver of all good things gives before we ask,
and better than we ask. This poor suppliant
had us yet asked nothing: save, indeed, in
the dumb asking of that earnest effort to
come near to the Lord; and all that in that
Lie dared to ask, certainly all that his friends
and bearers sought for him, was that he
might be healed of his palsy.—Archbishop
Trench.

Quaint old Matthew Henry says :—Now
their faith was, (1) A strong faith; they
firmly believed that Jesus Christ both could
and would heal him; else they would not
have breught the sick man to Him so pub-
licly, and through so much difficulty. 2
A humble faith ; though the sick man was
unable to stir a step, they would not ask
Christ to make him 2 visit, but brought him
to attend on Christ. It is fitter that we
should wait on Christ, than Heon us.  (3)
An actual faith; in the belief of Christ's
power and goodness, they brought the sick
man to Him, lying on a bed, which could not
be done without a deal of pains. Note, a
svrong faith regards no obstacles in pressing
after Christ.

The trangforming power of free forgiveness.
In Victor Hugo’s ‘‘Les Miserables,” Jean
Valjean is a released convict, who, after
being turned away from door after door, was
taken in and hospitably entertained by the
good Bishop Bienvenu. During the night
the convict arose and stole most of the
listle articles of silver plate which the Bishop
possessed. He was arrested and brought
back. Butthe Bishop instead of prosecuting
him and committing him to prison, pre-
sented him with the plate which he had
stolen, and added two silver candlesticks
which he had overlooked. Then, when the
police had gone away, the Bishop said,
“* Jean Valjean, my brother, you no longer
belong to evil, but unto good. It is your
soul that I have bought. I redeem it from
black thoughts and the Spirit of Perdition,
and I offer it to God.”” The Bishop’s action
produced such an effect upon the convict
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that his life was changed. He became a
good man and a public benefactor. Such is
the transforming effect of Christ’s forgive-
ness. The soul who has heard the Savior
say “*Thy sins are forgiven thee,” is con-
quered by love and goes away to live for
purity and holiness.

It is much more than likely that this un-
fortunate paralytic was suffering on account
of she sins of his youth. They had ““found
him out”’, and with a vengeance. But he
had done the right thing, carried them where
he might obtain forgiveness. ¢ When you
have settled the question that you are a sin-
ner, and a sinner who deserves punish-
ment,” says Rev. Arch. G. Brown, “goand

takeall thie hideous load to Christ. Thisisthe
only way aman can besaved. Get your sins
found out; and when you have scen them,
though they appear like a very mountain of
guilt, say, in the language of the hymn,
‘T lay my sins on Jesus,
The spotless Lamb of God.’

e will save you, and that in perfect accord-
ance with justice. Every sin must have its
punishment. Those of us whoare saved have
been punished. There is not a sin that I
have committed, if I am a believer, but has
had its full due. Jesus Christ has had the
wrath—my due. My gin can never find me
out. He has made an end of it, put it
clean away.”

. TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS %
The lesson touches on the deepest thingsthe lesson. Take up the verses one by one

~—sin, and how it may be forgiven. It
affords & rare opportunity for close and
tender dealing, for to many children the
sense of sin isa heavy burden, and they are
longing for the way of peace.

Remember that each miracle of Christ’s is
also a parable, that is, it sets forth trath as
in a picture. Explain this to the scholars.

1. Take first The Sinner’s Need. It is
pictured in the palsied man lying there on
his bed. Question as to the nature of palsy.
These points should be made clear. The
discase affected the whole man ; it unmanned
him, made him helpless and useless; it
caused him humiliation and distress ; it was
incurable by any human power or skill.
Then show how sin defiles body, soul and
spirit ; how it unfits for true living, which
is the service of God ; what shame and suf-
iering it brings; and how no efiort of ours,
ner any charm of priest or magician can
wash away its defilements or deliver from its
power. Rom. 7: 18-24 may be read here.

II. The Sinner’s Opportunity. It is pic-
tured in the palsied man in the presence of
the Christ. They did even better than they
knew when they brought their friend to
Jesus. They had hoped for healing of the
body. He is prepared to heal poth body
and soul. *“'What a wonderful Suvior!™
should be the prevailing note in this part of

from v. 5 to v. 10, explaining His claim that
He can forgive sins—a thing which the
scribes rightly said only God can do, for sin
is the transgression of God’s law. Explain,
also, how His power of miraculous healing
attests his Godhead, and hence His power

.and right to forgive sin. Show that Jesus,

as revealed in the Gospels, is evidently
divine, and can_therefore grant forgiveness
and life (John 20: 31). .

111. The Sinner’s Healing. Through the
faith of his iriends it came about. They
brought him to Jesus. (Do notoverlook the
encouragement here to teachers and parents.)
And through his own faith as well. With-
out this there would have been no cure
wrought. \ith faith, all the rest follows.
Have the ‘scholars turn to and memorize
Eph. Z: 8 and Acts 10: 43. Describe the
man going away strong and well in body
and happy in spirit—forgiven and healed.

Questions for Jupop;,~Why esys pey-
form miracles? C
performed ashort time before? (Mark1:41.) ‘

1,2. Where does He now come? Who
heard about it? How many cane to hear
Him? Whas drew them? (Luke 5: 17.)
What was the subject of Christ’s preaching?
(Math. 4; 173 13: 19.)

3,4. Who was brought to Jesus? By whom?
How? Why? Whatispalsy? Why conld
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the men not get near Christ? What did
they do? What does this show on their
part? How does faith work? (Gal.5: 6;
1Tim. 1:5.)

5-7. What did He do first for the sick man ?
Who were the scribes? Gf what did they
accuse Christ? On what ground?

§-12. Which saying of Christ could be test-
ed, and which not? (v. 9.) Howdid Christ
show His power? How complete was the
cure? How can we be healed of our sins?
(Eph. 1: 7; 1John 1: 7; Zech. 13: 1.)

For Seniors—1, 2. In whose house was
Christ? Had He a home of His own?
{Matt. 8: 20.) How can we have Jesus in
our hearts and homes?

3, 4. Relate the story of the paralytic. Of
what ig palsy a type? What lesson can we
learr. from the four men ?

5-7. Why is faith necessary ? What comes
through faith? (Mark 16: 16; Gal. 2: 20.)
Whatis blasphemy ? By whom is forgiveness
granted? (Dan. 9: 9; Luke 7: 48.) To
whom? (Isa. 55: 7; Acts 10: 43.) To
whatshould it lead? (Luke7: 47; Ps.130:
4;Ps. 103: 2.

Conneclion—

FOR TEACHERS or/fmfw
¢ At the city of Capernanm, on the shore of | He . h

Galilee,
Jesus healed the sick and suffering, bade
the evil spirits flee,

8-12. Why did Christ show His power?
WWhat did the sick man obtain? What did
the four who brought the sick man get?
What the fault-finders? How were the on-
lookers affected? (v. 12.) How does this
paralytic typify the sinner? Faith? (Ps
86: 2-7.) A common Christian experience ?

(James 5: 7,8.) The powerof divine grace?
(Phil. 4: 13.)
Bible Side Ligh HE PrREss—Mark 52 27,

30; 6:31; Lukel2: 1y 19: 3. N
BraspueMies—Lev. 24: 12-16; Mark 14;
60-65.
Forciveness—Luke
20; Ps. 103: 10.
Curisr’s Power—>Matt. 28: 18; Luke 4:
96; 5:17; Mark1:27; Luke 9: 1.
Gurortriep Gop—Lev. 10: 3: Matt.
30, 31 ; Luke 4: 15.

~

7: 4050; Luke 15:

15:

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previons.)
1. Palsy as a picture of sin.
2. How the *‘ committee of four” helped.
3. How forgiveness comes.

77

our diseases, all our
naughty fedlings cure,
Jesus is the great physician, and His help
is always sure.”” T
Introduction—After Jesus
had spent that evening in

v TN
AN NRY
aved

healing the sick, He rested
during the night, rose early
next morning, and went
off by Himself to pray to
God, His Father. His dis-
ciples came looking for Him,
telling Him that crowds of
people were seeking Him
Jesus said He must go away
into other towns to preach,
for God wanted Him to
preach to everybody.

An Eastern House — De-
scribe the construction of an

Eastern house. . Show a
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model (made out of pasteboard), or draw an
outline (one may be prepared beforehand
on heavy brown paper), square house, one
storv high, flat roof, stairway on the outside
leading up from the strcet. Picture the
gcene around the house in Capernaum,
when it was known that Jesus had returned
there.

The Iildied Man—Describe the palsy.
How ¢ werless it makes a man. Deseribe
the kindness of his four friends—the way
in which his friends carried him on a mat-
tress or board up the stairs, on to the roof, to
avoid the crowd; made an opening in the
roof (which was probably formed of brush
and clay filled in between the beams and
easily broken); carefully lowered the mat-
tress by ropes through this opening into the
room where Jesus was standing surrounded
by crowds of people. What kind friends
they were! They showed their faith in
Jesus. They believed that He could help

and heal. Jesus was glad when He saw the
faith of the sick man -and of his friends.
He wants us to trust Him.

Sin-sickness cured—Jesus knew that the man
had a worse disease than palsy. He had
sin-sicknessand even if Jesus cured his palsy,
he would not be quite happy, so Jesus
forgave his sins first. The scribes (explain)
begadn to whisper, ‘No one can forgive sins
but God. Thisis a wicked man to say he
can forgive sins”. Jesus knew what they
were thinking and wanted to show them
that Hé really was God’s Son and had power
to forgive sin. :

The Palsied Man Walking—Explain that
the beds used were not like our beds, but
simply mats which could be rolled up and
carried under th»arm whennotin use. Read
the words of Jesus in verses 10-12. Teach
the Golden Text. Explain that Jesus is the
Son of man as well as the Son of God.

Lesson Block—Jesus the Forgiver.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

THE SoN oF MAN
HAaTH POwWER
ON EARTH

To ForGIVE SINS

1)
/C D

It will be noticed that the Blackboard Review is the Golden Text. Better, however,
not say this at the beginning, but allow the school to sce it as it is brought out line by

line.

Write down first ¢ The Son of man *—Christ’s own name for Himself, and which

He uses some 80 times in the Gospels—the “‘Son of man,” our own brother, traly,
although also the Son of God. Then write, “ Hath power.”” Ask the scholars for some
instances of Christ’s power, for example, in the healing of diseases, the curing of the
maimed, the raising of the dead. * On earth —was ever such an One on earth before or
since, or’ did any other ever do such wonderful works? ¢ On earth ”’—just where we
need Him and can reach Him. Now write down the most marvelleous work of all—¢ To
forgive sins.’” Show how much it is beyond all the other wonderful works mentioned ;
and show how simply (by faith) forgiveness may become ours.



106

Jesus at Matthew's House

{March 18

Lesson X1

JESUS AT MATTHEW’S HOUSE

March 18, 1900

Mark 2: 13-22. Commit to memory vs. 15-17. Compare Matt. 9: 917,

13 And he went forth agein by the seaside ; and all
the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught them.
14 And as he pagsed by, he saw Le'vi the son of
Alphie‘us sitting at ! the receipt of custom, and said
unto him, kollow me. And he arose and followed

1im.

. 15 And it came fo pass, that, 2 as Je'sus sat at meat
in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also to-
gether with Je sug and his disciples: for there were
muny, and they followed him. K

16 3 And when ghe seribes and Pharisees saw him
eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his
disciples, 4 How {s it that he eateth and drinketh with
publicans and sfnners?

17 When Je'sus beard i, he saith unto them. They
that are whole hgve no need of the physician, bug
they that are sick: I camenot to call the righteous,
but sinners S to repentance.

18 And 6 the djsciples of John and of the Phar'isces

Revised Version—! The placeof toll ; 2 He was sitting at meat in his housc and many..

used to fast: and they come and say unto him, Why
do 7 the disciples of John and of the Pharisces fast,
but thy disciples fast not?

19 And Je'sus said unto them, Can the # children of
the bridechamber fust, while the bridegroom is with
them? as long as they have the bridegroom with
them, they cannot fast. .

20 But the days will come, when the bridegroom
shall be taken away from them, and then 9 shall they
fast in those days.

21 No man 10 also seweth apieceof new cloth on an
old garment : else 11 the new piece that filled it up
taketh away from the oki, and the rent is made
worse,

22 And noman putteth new wineinto old 12 bottles -
clze 13 the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the
wine is spilled, and the bottles will he marred: but

new wine must be put into new bottles.
. sat down

with Jesus:'s And the scribes and the Pharisces, when they saw that he was eating with the sinuers and
Publicans, said; ¢ Omit How is it that: 5 Omil to _repentance : 6John's disciples and the Pharisces were
asting : 7 John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees ; 8 Sons; 9 Will they fast in that day ; 10 Seweth
a piece of undressed cloth ; 11 That which should fill it up taketh from it, the new from the old, and a worse
rent is made; 12 Wine-skins : 13 The wine will burst the skins, and the wine perisheth and the skins ; butthey

put new wine into fresh wine-skins.
GOLDEN TEXT

TIME AND FLACE

LESSON PLAN

He said unto him, Follow me.
Luke 5: 27.
DAILY READINGS
M.—Mark 2: 13-22. Jesus at Mat-
thew’s house. N
T.—Matt. 4: 12222 Call toservice.
W.—Luke 19:1-10. A publican

The call of Matthew was in the |

carly summer of A.D. The re-
ception was given either then or
in the autumm. Matthew's home
was in Capernaum.
CATECHISM

Q. 13. Did our first parenls con-

I. Tho Call, 18, 14.
To Levi the publican.

II. The Epast, 15.

In honor of the
Master.

[t

new-found

called. tinucin the cslate wherein they were
Th.—Mark 1:3845. A Ieper crcalrg ¢ first . heine lof IIX. The Table Talk, 16-22.
touched. A. OQur first parents, being left w G anew time
F.—Luke7: 9535, Friend of sin- | to the frcedom of their own will, | * NeW Gospel fora new time
ners. fell from the estate wherein they | LESSON HYMNS
S.—1Tim. 1:12-17. Chiefofsinners. | were created, by sinning against
S.—~Luke 5: 2539, Levi's feast. God. 90 (P’s. Sel.); 2415 235; 551 242,
. ) EXPOSITION
inks—The call of Levi]Hisown city (Matt. 9: 1) and the headguart-

(Matthew) was shortly after the last lesson;
but the reception which he gave to Jesus was
probably some time later. (Sce on v. 15 be-
low.) Inthemeantime Jesus had chosen the
tweive (Mark 3 : 15-19) and made a second
cirenit of Galilee (Luke 8: 1), teaching and
healing. He went across the lake to Gadara
(Mark 5: 1) ; and upon His return Levi, ac-
cording to the best harmonists, made Him
the feast. The feast would therefore follow
in the order of time, ¢h. 5: 21, The account
of it is introduced here in connection with
the call of Matthew, to complete the picture

and join together Matthew’s call and this]

cffort of his to bring his friends and com-
panions under the influence of Jesus.

I. The Call, 13, 14.
V. 13. Went forth again ; from Capernaum,

er of His work. The word ‘“again” looks
De.. to ch. 2: 1 and ch. 1: 85. - By the sca
of Galilee ; it was to some quiet spot on the
shore, not far away from the busy cities
which lay upon that inland lake. The muiti-
tudes resoried unto him ; more literally, kept
coming to Him. It was a time of growing
popularity as well as of opposition (v. 16).
V. 14. As he passed by ; the tax-office on
His way to the sca-shore, Rev. Ver. ¢“The
place of toll. ”” Leri theson of Alphacus; Luke
(5 : 27) says he was ““a publican’’. Matthew
(2: 2) says his name was “ Matthew”. In
his list of apostles (Matt. 10: 3) he includes
‘¢ Matthew the publican’. (Note that the
apostle is not afraid to mention his old dis-
reputable occupation.) Levi and Matthew
(the writer of the first Gospel) are, therefore,
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without doubt, the same:  Sitting at the re-
veipt of custom; at the custom-houge or tax-
ofice. The Roman Government sold the
privilege of collecting its taxesto the highest
pidder. It may have been in this case a toll
on the fish caught in the lake. These
“farmers’’ of the taxes, again, eraployed
sub-collectors or publicans. The publicans
gqueezed all they could out of the people le-
gally and illegally and the law winked at
their exactions. They were therefore both
feared and bhated, and were specially odious
to the Jews, for their presence served to re-
mind the Jews of their bondage to the Ro-
man power. When a Jew, like Levi, ac-
cepted the office he was thoroughly despised.
Follow me; a call to discipleship and service.
Ile arose and followed him. In that su-
preme moment, freighted with eternal pos-
sibilities, he felt the hand of God upon him,
and *“left all”’ (Luke 3 : 28) to follow Jesus
ever after.

I1. The Feast, 15.

V. 15. And @ came to pass. The feast
given by Levi was most probably some timne
later than his call, though they are con-
nected by the Evangelists. It wouid seem
that it was at thissupper that Jairus came
with his request to Jesus to raise his little
daughter to life. (Matt. 9: 18.) But Jairus
came to Jesus after His return from Gadara.
(Matt. 9:1; Mark5: 21 ; Luke8:40.) Hence
the feast was given after Christ’s return
(sce  Connecting Links). The later date
will allow time for the fully developed
opposition -of the Phansees and scribes
manifested in the Lesson, the progress
of whicliscein Mark 2: 7,24; 3: 2,22, Sat
al wical in kis house ; in Levi’s house (Luke 5 :
20). The word translated *‘feast” in Luke
means a ‘‘reception.”” It was probably
given in view of Christ's soon leaving
Capernaum  (Matt. 9: 35). Publicans and
sinners; the lowest and most despised
classes. Levi would bring his old compan-
ions and Christ togther. (For ¢ publicans”
seeonv. 14.) There were many, and they follow-
ed him. It was not-a private entertainment ;
but a *“great feast” (Luke 5: 29). Perhaps
scores or hundreds were present. Xevi the

tax-gatherer was possibuy rich enough (com-
pare Luke 19: 2) to own a house of the
better sort with its large open court (last
Lesson, v. 21) capable of accommodating a
large gathering. The guests were partly from
Levi's old friends and companions and
partly from the crowds that were now
attracted by Christ’s preaching an@ miracles,
and ‘‘followed Him * from place to place.

III. The Table Talk, 16-22.

V. 16. The scribes of the Pharisees (Rev.
Ver.); i.e., learned teachers or doctors of
the Law, who were of the sect of the Phari-
sees. They had been constantly watching
His movements ever since the healing of the
paralytic (v. 6). They were not necessarily
invited guests. According to Oriental cus-
tom, they could enter the house in perfect
freedom. Suw him eat with publicans and
sinners. No Jew was allowed to eat with
those who were ceremonially unclean, i.e.,
who had not observed all the washings, etc.,
prescribed by the Law. They said unto his
disciples. They did not approach the Mas-
ter, for they stood in awe of Him. They
are bolder, however, than in ch. 2: 6.

V. 17. When Jesus heard it. It wasintended
for His hearing. They that are whole, etec.
Where should a physician of souls be but
among those of whom sin has made havoc?
(Luke 4: 18.) T came not to call the righteous,
but sinners. Their objection struck at the
very purpose of Hismission. The righteous,
of course, did not need Him. But where
are such to be found on earth? (Rom. 3:
10.) Ii they only had known it, these self-
righteous Pharisees needed Him most of all,
for they were the chief of sinners. Repent-
ance means a thorough change of mind with
respect to sin, followed by a change of action.

V. 18. Johw's disciples and the Pharisees
were fasting (Rev. Ver.); at this particular
tin:e. Devout Jews used frequently to fast
twicea week (Luke 18: 12). And they come;
a delegation of the Pharisees and of John's
disciples. John himself was stern and spare
in hisdiet. His disciples naturally followed
him in this, and the Pharisees would cun-
ningly play upon this chord of common
sympathy.
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Vs. 19, 20. The children of the bride-chamber.
Compare the pnrase ‘‘children of light,”
Lukel6:8,ete. The ““children of the bride-
chamber?’ were the friends of the bride-
groom who went with him to escort his bride
in gay procession from her father's house to
the marriage supper at her future home.
While thebridegroom is with them. Jesus com-
pares Himself to & bridegroom in keeping
with the Old Testament figure (Isa. 62: 5).
John the Baptist had proclaimed his joy in
the coming bridegroom (John 3: 29). They
cannot fast; because it was not a time for
fasting but rejoicing. But the days will coine,
etc. This is the first hint of His crucifixion
publicly given. Then shall they fast; a real
fast. not formal and hypocritical, but ex-

pressive of great need. ({ 0
c’/{//( et

Followme)v. 14. 1tis a great day when
one hears clearly the call of Jesus, ¢ Follow
me”, There may have been previous pre-
paration for it (probably there was in the
case of Matthew) ; but one day, inthe house
of God, or in the stillness of our own
roon, the conviction comes that Jesus Chist
is clniming our faith and our service, that
He is waiting for us to come and be His dis-
ciples. He woilld have us count the cost.
He is calling us to entire surrender. What-
ever is contrary to His will, though it be dear
to us as our right eye, we must be prepared
to resign.  The cross He gives us to bear we
must take upon our shoulders to carry to
life'send. Butit will be worth while, If
we follow Jesus, we shall have His company
and great joy in His service. And if we fol-
tow Him through life, we shall follow Him
to Heaven. “*Where I am, there shall also
my servant be”’. (John 12: 26.) Well for
usthen, if when the call comes, likeMatthew,
we arise and leave all and follow Him.

Many publicans and sinners, v. 15. It isevi-
dent that Matthew had invited these, his old
friends and companions, to meet Jesus. One
of the manifestations of the new life which
Christ imparts to His followers is a desire to
bring others to Ilim. Christianity always
has been and always must be a propagandic

Vs. 21, 22, 4 piece of undressed cloth (Rev.
Ver.) ; raw cloth that had not been fulled
or thickened. Else that which should fill it up
etc. (Rev. Ver). The raw patch when
damp would shrink and tear the margin of
the old rent. Jesus did not come to patch
up the forms and ceremonies of the old dis-
pensation, but to make all things new.
(2 Cor. 5: 17-19.) New wine; fresh pressed
from the grapes. Into old wine-skins (Rev.
Ver.). Bottles were made of the skins of
goats. In Spain wine is still brought to
market in pig-skins. Burst the skins (Rev.
Ver.) ; because old and frail.  New wine into
Jresh wine-skins, (Rev. Ver.). And the new
wine of the Spirit must find expression in
new forms, and not in the worn-out cere-
monies of the past.

APPLICATION

religion. Every true Christian must be a
missionary at heart.

He cateth and drinketh with publicans and
sinners, v. 16. This was amoung the chief
accusations brought against our Lord. They
said ‘‘ This man receiveth sinners and eateth
with them ”” (Luke 15: 2), and they called
him *“ a friend of publicans and sinners”.
(Matt. 11 : 19). What they said was perfectly
true. He did receive sinners. He wastheir
friend. He not only received them, He in-
vited them, He sought them, He conspicu-
ously singled them out (as in the case of Zac-
cheus, Luke 19) for attention. Why did He
doso? It was not because their society was
congenial. He had other friends-with whom
He was delightfully at home. Still less
was it that in the least degzree, He might
share in or countenance anything that was
wrong in theirconduct. It wasthat He might
win them to God and goodness. AsHesaid,
““The Son of man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost” (Luke 19: 10.), “I
¢ame not to call the righteous but sinners to
repentance ”’.  (Matt. 9: 13.) The lesson
here is an important one, though it needs to
be guarded. We are to remember that
“Evil communicaticns corrupt good man-
ners” (1 Cor. 15: 33), and we are to becare-
ful lest, in trying to do good to others, we
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ourselves should receive harm, At thesame
time the follower of Christ is taught that it
is not his duty to withdraw himself from the
world in which he lives and from the com-
panionship of those who are not Christ’s
fullowers. Rather he should use the oppor-
tunities of contact which are afforded himin
society, in business, or in politics, to influence
these for good by precept and especially by
example. Let him be truly 2 man amongst
wen. whilst all the time holding close to his
Lord and Master. With one hand clasped
in Christ’s, let him stretch out the other to
men about him, and thus he will be safe him-
self, while he helps to siave his fellows.

Then shall they fastin those days, v. 20. The
Christian religion has matter in it for sad-
ness. How can I think of how Christ was
taken away, how can I think of the sorrow
He endured, how can I remember that my
sins helped to crucify Him, and not be sad ?

Oh come and mourn with me awhile !
The Savior calls us to Hisside ;

Oh, come, together let us mourn :
Jesus, our Lord, is crucified !

O break, O break, hard heart of mine!
Thy weak self-love and guilty pride,
Ilis Pilate and His Judas were :
Jesus, our Lord, is crucified,
—F. W. Faber.

And yet it is not sorrow, but joy, that is the
ruling note of Christianity. Our Lord’ssor-
row was turned in joy. ‘Forthe joy that
was set before him. He endured the cross.”
(Ieb, 12: 2.) And before He went away,
He said to His disciples. ¢ Ye shall weep
and lament, bub the world shall rejoice : ye
shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be
tarned into joy.” (John 16:20.) It may
be that the touch of sadness will always re-
main with us. Like a broken chord passing
into perfect harmony it will help to beautify

oy

for opi)ortunities, as did Jesus. .

13

There was a soldier's heart within the
breast of this pnblican. He no sooner heard
than he obeyed. v. 14,

our life. It will make our joy sober and
sympathetic. But it must not, it cannot,
take our joy from us. We ‘“ rejoice in the
Lord alway’’. (Phil. 4:4.) “In whom
believing ye rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory”. (1. Pet. 1: 8.)

New avine must be put info new bottles, v. 22.
When Christ brought His new truth into the
region of religion, it was necessary that the
forms of the o0ld economy shouid be changed.
They could not contain, they could not ex-
press, the new truth, In a less degree, it is
necessary that forms should be continually
changing. For God is continually leading
His people by His spirit into clearer light,
into more perfect understanding of the truth.
In this sense it is true that ““more light is
constantly breaking forth from tlie Word of
God”. 8o, too, God leads Hischurch among
new surroundings, lays upon her new res-
ponsibilities, sets before her new duties.
And if she isto fulfil God’s purpose, she must
have adaptation. She must be prepared to
modify, with the progress of knowledge and
thought and rork, her creeds, her govern-
ment and her forms of worship ; else the new
wine will burst the bottles and be spilled
and the bottles shall perish.

In this matter of the new wine and the old
there should be great charity. Because I
have some new light I am not rashly to con-
demn my brother who has not ; nor yet am
I to force my views and beliefs upon him.
It is in the spirit of the Lord himself and of
his disciples to be forbearing. “‘In thetrain-’
ing of His disciples our Lord never took the
old wine from them till they were capable of
relishing the new. Romans 11 is the best
practical commentary on Hiswords . There
the strong brother is bidden bear with the
weak, to ‘‘follow after the things which
make for peace, and thiags wherewith one
may edify another? (v. 19).

OINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

Reckon up Matthew’s loss and gain in
following Jesus. On which gide is the
balance?

Jesus did not live in a monastery, likea
monk, or even in the wilderness, like John
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the Baptist, but i1 people’s
people’s tables  v. 15,

It is not the spirit of Jesus which says.
“stand by thyself, for I am holier than
thou”. wv.15.

If people are in a fault-finding spirit, they
will always discover something to find fault
with. v. 16.

There is hope for us; for we are sinners.
v. 17.

It is light and laughter when Jesus is near
by. Itis darknessand sorrow when He is
hidden from us. vs. 19, 20.

Keep the old bottles till you get new wine,
then expect that you will need to use new
bottles. v. 22.

¢ Benot the first by whom the new is wried,

Nor yet the last to lay the old aside.”

houses and at

Paragraphs

Edersheim makes Matthew an earnest
seeker after light and a close observer of
Jesus’ waysandsayings. Especially when the
Scribes and Pharisees and rulers combin.
ed against the Man of Nazareth, did there
scem hope for the poor publican. Yet he
scarcely dared hope for personal discipleship.
¢ But when it came, and Jesus fixed on him
that look of love which searched the inmost
deep of the soul, and made him a true fisher
of men, it needed not a moment’s thought
orconsideration. When Hespake it, ¢ Follow
Me’, the past seemed all swallowed up in
.the present heaven of bliss. He said not a
word, for his soul was swallowed up in the
speechless surprise of unexpected love and
grace ; but he rose up, leit the custom-house

and followed Him .

A Canadian minister, some years ago, at-
tended service one Sabbath evening in the
great church of the Madeleine in Daris. Of
course the sermon was in French. The Can-
adian visitor was not able to follow it all,
but he was struck by the way in which the
preacher returned again and again to the
exhortation which formed the subject of his
discourse. “‘Suivez Jesus! Suivez Jesus !’
(Follow Jesus, Follow Jesus). It isthe sum
of practical Christianity in two words. Itvis

a rule of life for Frenchman and Briton, for
Roman Catholic and Protestant.  When it is
obeyed, it will transform the world.

How men may still be saved by kindly
interest and association is illustrated by a
story which was told by the late Prof. Drum-
mond. Among the students of Edinburgh
University there wasa young man, A—, wlio
had fallen into irreligion and atheism, He
had a friend, an American, who, after finish-
ing his course in the University, resolved to
spend another year in Edinburgh for the de-
finite purpose of trying to win his friend for
Christ. In conversation with Prof. Drummond
he toid him of this and Prof. Drummond said,
My dear fellow, it will pay you, you will
get that man”.  Prof. Drummond continues
the story as follows : *“ Two or three months
passed, and it came to the last night of our
meetings. On the last night of the year we
sat down together in our common hall tothe
Lord’s Supper. I saw A——sitting down
and handing the communion cup to his Amer-
ican friend. He had got his man. A few
weeks passed and A—— came to see me.
Isaid ‘What do you come here for’? He
said ‘I want to tell you I am goingto be a
medical missionary.’ ”’ It was worth a year,
was it not ?

The necessity for new bottles. A recent Ro-
man writer on ¢ Latin Decadence and Slav
Advance” says: ‘‘The real cause of the
decline and fall of the Romun Empire was
immobility.” Immobility isreally retrogres-
sion, because amidst a universal progression,
to remain in primitive conditions is to
remain behind the rest.

New occasions teach new duties, Time
makes ancient good uncouth,

They must upward still, and onward, who
would keep abreast of Truth,

Lo, before usgleam her camp-fires, we our-
selves must Pilgrims be,

-Launch our Mayflower, and steer boldly
through the desperate winter sea,

Nor attempt the Future’s portal with the
Past’s blood-rusted key.

~James Russell Lowell
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«] am not come to call the righteous,” | they should continue sinners, but that they
said Christ, ‘““but sinners to repentance.’’ |should alter and amend.”’—Chrysostum.

This He said to the Pharisees in irony, as

God heareth sinners. Butif ye are afraid

when He said, “If I were hungry, I would{of that which is said in the Evangel, “We
not tell thee.”” It was as if He had said, i know that God heareth not sinners,” let

“T am so far from loathing sinners, that’
Ihe was blind who said it.
lest He should make any careless, He stayed '

even for theirsakesonly am Lcome.”” Then,

not ut the word ““sinners,” but added “to
repentance.” AFor I am not come that

fear and belief in this be far from you, for
Therefore believe
rather on Him who says—ind who lies not—
“Though your sins be gg scarlet, I will
make them white as snow.””—Origen.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

The emphasis to be placed on the different
parts of this lesson will depend verg' greatly
on the class to be taught. In the!Primary
classes the two simple thoughts will be
sufficient, Jesus, the sinner's friend; Mat-
thew, the Savior’s follower. These should
be set about with the details of the story as
a gem isset in a framework of gold.

In the Bible Class there will come in such
additional points as the saying of v. 17, the
question of the ascetic in religion,a com-
parison between the spirit of the Old Testa-
ment revelation and of the New, and how,
with the advance in revelation of God’s
will, old forms change. The whole problem
of the relation of form to spirit comes up.

For an Intermediate class some such treat-
ment of the lesson as the following is sug-
gested :— .

And He went forth agam (v. 13). This re-
calls the d2¥s in Capernaum ; both the heal-
ing of the paralytic (last lesson) and His pre-
vious visit, with the teachinginthe Synagogue
and the marvellous cures. (Lesson IX).
Review these by questions. Then take the
class with Him as He goes forth by the sea-
side, needing rest, but still ready to teach
the crowds which followed. Christ as heal-
er and teacher is made prominent.

And as He passed by (v.14). Apparent
chance ; but, as in the case of the calling of
the first disciples who had previously been
prepared by John the Baptist (John 1: 35,
etc.), and of Zaccheus (Luke 19), Levi had
been  doubtless pondering and waiting.
Jesus, too, was waiting for His opportunity.
It ought to be easy to make practical appli-
cations here,

“Levi, who? Levi, what? Levi, where?

Jesus speaking, when? In what words?
What happened then ?”*  This line of ques-
tioning.should be followed up briskly. ‘Then
reckon the loss and gain to Levi, and bring
out the duty, the privilege, the joy and the
reward of following Jesus.

As Jesus sat at meat in his house (v. 15).  Set
forth the surroundings—Matthew’s house,
probably large and weil urnished, for the
publicans were a thrifty tribe ; many publi-
cans and sinners invited guests ; scribes and
Pharisees, invited or uninvited ; Jesus and
the newly-called disciples. Then comes the
complaint of v. 16—a professed holy man
and teacher consorting with those whom
the Jewish law counted unclean. Gracious
answer (v. 17), a banner of hope to sinners
till the end of time ; but with a strong spice
of irony, which the scribes and Pharisees
were quick enough to see and feel.

And they come and say unto him (v. 18).
The question of fasting, what use it is and
what place it has in Christ’s religion. The
younger scholars will not follow easily here,
but they can be iinpressed with the thought
of vs. 19, 20, that the present Christ makes
glad, and that, when we cannot see Him by
faith, it is dark and sorrowful. They can
also understand bow different the new cloth
and the new wine of Christ’s kingdom are
from the old cloth and the old wine of the
former time, and how old forms must change
when new truths break out. But with
smaller classes, perhaps the best place to
end is with the “ danner of hope.”

TG 07 3, 14. Where did
Jesus no, Y i 7 )
did CHrist do Tor“thefi 1 1d!

see? By what other name known? (Mai.
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9: 9.) What was his occupation? What
did Christsay? Howdid Levi answer? To
whom ig8 God's call addressed? (Isa. 45:
22,) By whom does God call? (Rom. 1:
63 2 Thess. 2: 14))

15-17. Who were guests at the feast? In
whose honor given? (Luke 5:29.) Who
were the publicans? Who objected? On
what ground? What was Christ’s reply?
To whom is Christ's mission?

"18-20. Whatquestion askedof Christ? By
whom? By what should fasting be accom-
panied? (Dan. 9: 3.) What is the spirit of
fasting? (Isa. 58: 6, 7.) Who meant by
“bridegroom’? When was he ‘‘taken
away” ?

21,22. What is a parable? What two
parables here used? In eastern countrics of
what were bottles made? ‘What do the par-
ables teach ?

For Seniors—13, 14. Where wag Matthew
when called by Christ? What lesson for
us? Where did Christ often preach the
(Gospel ? What did Matthewgiveup? What
involved in following Christ? (Luke14:26.)
What does obedience include? {Jer. 7:23.)

15-17. How were the publicans regarded?
(Matt. 9: 11 Matt. 11 : 19)) Why did He
go among the publicans? Who were the

3. Mat seeking t
. FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE O

Connection—Katie came in from play one day and said’ to her

worse, mother, to tell a lie or to steal?”

Pharisees? Why censured by Christ ? (Luke

11: 42-41) What was Christ’s reply to the
gcribes? What was Christ’s mission asg
physician? How did He fulfil it? How
free is His call? What is our duty when we
hear this call?

18-20. Why was this question asked? (v,
18.) What should be the objcct of fasting?
(Ps. 69:10; P<. 35:13.) Some special fasts
mentioned in the Old Testament? (Matt. 4:
2; Acts 13: 233 Acts 147 23.)

21 a9

y .

What three parables in this lesson? Wy
is their i I
Bible §i I As { /BT AT MEar—

Matt. 64 14, 15.

Fasr : 16-18; Ezra 8: 21;
Esth. 4: 16.

Tne BripecrooM—DPs. 19: 5; Isa. 62: 5;
John 3: 29.

BorrLes—!1 Sam. 1: 24; 16: 20; Josh. 9:
12, 13.

New Wing—l1sa. 65:8; Joel 3: 18; Amos
9: 13,

Topics for Brief Papers

1. Publicans.-
2. *“Follow Me.”

* Which is
¢“They are both so Bdd, my dear, I can
hardly say which is the
worse”. . “Well I think

her.

Jesus ealls me

it's worse to lie than to
steal. You see, mother, if
you steal you can take it
back unless you’ve eaten it,
and if you’'ve eaten it you
can pay for it, but, mother,

Tmust \isien,

An
is Volee
Nis A

T musy e

Atcue diseifle,

Faliny

Alway

a lie is forever!” Whay
do you think aboutit? Can
any one forgive sins? Re-
call last lesson.

5

The Story—Picture Jesus
walking along the sea shore
coming to a toll-gate, where
sat Matthe w (Levi), a publi-

can (Explain). Everybody

What did Christ teach by parables? ;

— | e

— e —
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tlooked down’ upon publicans. Jesus
looked at Matthew, loved him, wanted him
~ for ITis disciple, said ““Follow me”. Mat-
thew obeyed the call at once, became 2 use-
ful disciple, wrote the first book about Jesus.

The Feast at Matthew's House—Talk about
feasts. This new disciple wanted his friends
to meet Jesus.  HFle made a feast and invited
hisputhican friendsand others. There were
likely some very wicked people among them,
but Jesus went (e goes where ever He is
imvited) and sat down with them, speaking
kindly to everybody. Jesus came to earth
to be the sinner’s friend.  Te wants to get
near them to help them. Jesussaid, ¢ Well
people do nct need a doctor””.  People who
thought themselves good did not need Him.,
They did not want Him.

Following Jesus—Jesus is looking into this
very class, locking into the schools, looking
atthe beysand girls everywhere, He knows
who will make good disciples. Heis caiung

to you, ‘Follow me.”

“How do I know that Jesus wants me?
May be I would not make a good disciple,”’
said Will Allen. “Do you want to follow
Jesus?' gaid his teacher. ¢“Yes,” said
Will. ‘“Then you may be sure that Jesus
wants you or He never would have put the
wish into your heart. He has chosen you,
my boy,”” eaid his teacher.

Huappy Followers—The Seriber and Phari-
sees said that Jesus' disciples were tuu
cheerful, that they should do withont food
(fast) and go about with long solemn faces.
Jesus says as long as w2 have Him (in our
hearts), we cannot be sad.

‘¢ There are smiles to be given, kind deeds
to be done,
Gentle words to be dropped by the way,

For the child that is seeking to follow the

Lord.
There is something to do every day.”

Lesson Block—Jesus, the Master.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

What Jesus

What Matthew Did

Said

A

Itis well to study simplicity in the Blackboard Review. In the firstplace, the scholarg
are apt to be tired and restless at the end of the hour. Then, the Superintendent should
be anxious rather to fix truths already taught in the classes and to deepen impressions al-
ready made, than to bring out novelties. Besides, except in rare cases, we are at our best
when we use simple methods. The single hullet in the polished barrel of the rifle carries .
far. Ten thousand people can handle a rifle for one that can manage a machine gun. In
the review of the present lesson everything should lead up (1) To the startling, impera-
tive, blessed call, “Forrow MEe”. Try to make every scholar hear it for himself and her-
self.  (2) Then go on to the two things Matthe w did,—he followed Jesus as he was bidden,
and he did what he could to bring others to follow Jesus, too. What better example ?
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REVIEW

March 25, 190}

GOLDEN TEXT

The Bon of Man came not to be
ninistered unto, but to minister,

Mark10: 45,

DAILY READINGS

M.—Luke 2: 1-16.
T.~Luke 2: 41-52,
W.—Matt. 3: 13—1: 15,
Th.—Jolhn 1: 35-16.
F.~John 3: I-18.
S.—John 4: 5-26.
S.—Mark 1: 21-34.

—

CATECHISM

Q. 4. Whatissint

A. Sin is any wantcf conformity
unto, or transgression of, the layw
of God.

LESSON HYMNS
3893 901 413 955 477,

REeview Ciarr—First Quarter

STUDIES IN THE
LirFE OF
JESUS

LEessoN TrrLe

GOLDEN TEXT

LESSON PLAN

IL—Luke 2: 1-16. . ...

IL.—Luke 2: 41-52......

III.—Luke 3: 1-17......
IV.=Matt. 3: 13—f: 11

V.~John 1: 35-46......
VI.—John3d: 1-1S.. ...

VIIL.—John 4: 526.....

VIIL.—Luke 4:16-30...

IX.—Mark 1:21-34....

X.—Mark2:112......

XL—Mark2: 1322,

‘T'he Birth of Jesus.

.

Jerusalem,

the Baptist.

tution of Jesus,

Jesus.

Jesus
aret

naum.

The Child Jesus Visits

The Preaching of John
‘The Baptism and Temp-

The Tirst Disciples of]

Jesus and Nicodemus,

Jesus at Jacob's Well,

Rejected at Naz-
h.
Jesus Healing in Caper

The Paralytic Healed.

3 r;lz(i,ve sins, Mark
Jesus  at  Matthew's|He said unto him, Fol-
House. low me. Luke5 :27.

Thou shalt call his
name Jesus: for he
shall save his people
from theirsins. Matt.

1:2L

And Jesus increased in
wisdom and stature,
and in_ favor with
God and man. Luke
2: 562,

Prepare ye the way of
theLord. Luke3:4,

‘Lhis is my Dbeloved
Son, in whom I am
:}”e” plessed. Matt.

They followed Jesus.
Johnl: 87,

For God so loved the
world, that he gave
his only begotten
Son, that whosoever|
believeth  in him
should not perish,but|
have everlasting life.
John 3: 16.

God is a Spirit: and
they that worship
him wmust worship
him in spirit and in
truth. John 4 :24.

He came unto his own.
and his own received
him not. John1:11,

And he healed many
that weresick. Mark

1:34.

The Son of Man hath
Power on earth to
o

1. The babe born. 2. What the angels
said. 3. What the shepherds did.

1. To the Feast.

2. In the Temple.
3. At home,

1. The wilderness prophet. 2. Hisstern
demands. 3. His witnessto the Christ,
1. Obedience and recognition. 2
Temptation and triump?x.

1. Following Jesus. 2. Dwelling with
Jesus. 3. Bringing others to Jesus.

1. A timid inquu-er. 2. A puzzling
answer. 8. The way made plain,

1. Weary. 2. Winningasoul. 3. Ex-
}ﬂpmin true worship. 4. Revealing
fimself.

1, An announcement. 2. A criticism.
3. A storn:,

1. In the synagogue. 2. In Simon's
home. 3. At close of day.

1. Helplessness and faith.. 2. Forgive-
ness and healing. .

1. The call. 3. The

table talk,

2, The feast,

ASBK YOURSELF

For Each Lesson—I1. What is the title of the lesson?-

2. What is the Golden Text ?

3. Time? Place? The Lesson Plan?
4. What persons gre mentioned ?

5. One truth T may learn from the lesson for my daily life.

Also—Say to yourself or get someone to hear you the Shorter Catechism for the Quarter.
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The Review / ( K

In the larger schools the Primary Classes are usually by themselves. A plan for Re-
view for these will be found a little further on. If the PriManry Quarreriy or Primary
LearLer has been studied by the scholars and the teacher has drilled them in the Golden
Texts and Lesson Blocks the Review will be a delight because the ground is familiar. Fora
change, the little ones might be reviewed in the presence of the whole school, the older
scholars joining them in the Golden Texts. These will learn much from the big ¢‘brown
paper book” that containg the lessons for the Quarte -,

In most schools all the scholars are gathered together for the Review. In such case it
should never be lost sight of that the very little ones have some rights and the method
should not be made too difficult. - Review Sabbath is not the time for sub-soiling, but rather
for just the light touch that covers in the seed grain, so that it will be sure to grow. But
be careful not to make the exercises babyish because the babies are present. Little pitch-
ers often have big ears. In an ungraded day school it is marvellous how much the .
younger scholars pick up from simply listening. A little girl who cannot read was saying
over a beautiful hymn. ‘How did you manage to learn that hymn??’’ was asked her.
Q, T just heard people saying it and I copied it ’, was the reply.

It should not be difficult to conduct the Review of such lessons as we have had this
Quarter so as to make it of interest and profit to all grades. The life of our Lord is like the
sca. For those who can be impressed by vastness and majesty, there are its wide out-
looks. For those fond of detail, there are things many and curious to be investigated in
its depths. And for the little ones, there are the bright pebbles and shells on the shore.

We have now fairly begun

A Year ‘anp A Harr's Stupy
of the Life of our Lord. Two objectsshould be kept in sight : (1) To get a connected view
of that life as a whole ; (2) To bring ourselves and our scholars into a living and abiding
union with the Christ as Savior, and Friend, and Lord.

A BrIer DriLL oN THE EviNts

embraced in the Quarter’s lessons is in order, on such lines as these ¢

The Birth of Jesus—Ihat the prophets said of it, When? Where? By whom testi-
fied? For what purpose ? :

The Babe—Circumcised—presented in the temple—visited by the Wise Men—carried
down to Egypt—brought again home.

The Boy—In Nazareth—at Jerusalem—again in Nazareth.

The Forerunner—Who? Wklhiere trained? Where appearing? What manner of man?
What manner of message? How He came to recognize the Messiah. His witness to Him.

The Son of God attested—From heaven at His baptism.

The Son of Man tesled—In the wildernens’ temptation.

His first followers—Who ? How won? What service they rendered.

With the headings written rapidly on the black-board as the superintendent briskly
questions the school, it will not take an undue amount of time to run through the
Quarter's lessons. Care should be had to pick up the bits of the narrative that do not
occur in the lessons, so that the schclars inay have the whole story, and also to drive ‘the
practical lessons home.

A Review By GoLpeN TexTs AND SoxNG

All the classes have learned the Golden Texts, and as supplementary to the foregoing
drill, or occupying the whole time, the Golden Texts may be taken up in order.
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There are twelve Golden Texts—eleven lessons and the Review ; in a school of twelve
classes, one text for each class,  Let each class rise and recite a text in turn. If there are
more than the requisite number of classes, let two classes, a senior anda junior, recite
together. .

With each text join some questions and a song.

Superintendent—\We shall begin at the heginning. Jesus is the son of God. He dwelt
in Heaven with His heavenly Father and all the holy angels. The world needed Him to
enve it from itssin. God sent Him into the world. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, rmke
and John tell about His life among men. They speak of His pirth, and what He said and
did, and how He died and how He went back to heaven again.

Vow—Fmsr Lesson— ¢ The Birth of Jesus ’—Golden Text?

Class I.~—*Thou shalt call hisname Jesus : for He shall save His People from theirsins.”

Superintendent—Who said what His name was to be? What does the name mean?
Why was it given? What is meant by sin? Who havesinned? Havewesinned? Why
do we need to be saved from sin? How does Jesus save us?

Then follow with Hymn 520, Book of Praise: “There came a little child toearth™, or
the more familiar Eymn 30, ¢ Hark, the herald angels sing.”

Srcoxnp Lessox—‘*The Child Jesus visits Jerusalem.”

Superntendeni—Tell some things that you know about the babe Jesus. (The Classes
are familiar with the events of His birth and babyhood and will respond readily.) Now
he has grown to be? (““Twelve years old?’.) Where was He living? In what sort
of home? What had he been taught? Where do his parents take him at twelve? Why?
(Then very briefly question on the boy Jesus in the Temple.) Now He goes home
again ; how does He behave? What sort of young man does He grow to be? Gir2
the Golden Text. ) . .

Class TT—*And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature 2nd in favor with God andman.”

Superintendent—A matchless model for growing boys: “increased™. It’s the glory
of children fo grow. “In wisdom ™ : even more important than growth of body. “In
stature”” : He took care of Himself and was a sound, healthy boy, as well as a studi-
ous, thoughtful boy. ¢ .And in favor with God and man”’ ; because He loved God and men.

Then follow with Hymn 521 .

- Pamp Lessox—* The Preaching of the Baptist.

Superintendent—What is meant by a forernnner? Make the whole scene very vivid
of an Eastern Monarch preceded by his forerunner; Elijah running before Ahab’s
chariot (1 Kings 18: 46), an example. John the Baptist was the forerunner of Christ.
Prophecies concerning John? What was his ery? Who were his parents? What
about his birth? Where was he trained? What sort of man in appearance and dress?

Class TII.—* Prepare ye the way of the Lord.”

Superintendent—Show how this was to be done, in the case of the “people”, the
<publicans? and the “soldiers”. Trge upon the scholars to give Jesus fair play, to
make room for Him in their hearcs by putting away every evil thing that is there and that
shuts Him out.

Sing Hymn 387, vs 1, 2.

Proceed in like fashion witl all the lessons of the quarter.

" Possibly the detail as suggested may be tao great.  But superintendents will be wateh-
ful (1) not to overrun the time, {2) not to weary the scholars, (3) and so to arrange
that every class will say its Golden Text, and that there will be a2 moment at the end
ta press on the seholars to take this Jesus as {heirs and to imitate Him in His life of
purity and of helpfulness.
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A
FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES %’ ya
Golden Text Banner—This may be made of any color of paper or coW with lettérs of
a contrasting color. It may be quite elaborate, or it may be made of coafse brown wrap-
ping paper with white letters, a most effective style.

Do the children think that Jesus came into the world to live in princely style, in
a beautiful home, with servants to wait on Him, horses and carriages to carry Him about,
everybody serving Him and ministering to His comiort? *The Son of Man hath not
where to lay His head”. (Matt. 8: 20.) He refused to be made king. (John 6: 15.)
He came {o bring joy, help, comfort and forgiveness to all who are sorrowful, sick and
sinful. ¢ Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.” (Matt. 8: 17.)

Review Book—** JEsus oUr HEeLrer, 7 Make 2 book of twelve leaves of any kind of
paper, large size, the leaves tied together at the back with yellow, white and red ribbons.

Yellow for Light. Jesus ** The Sun of Righteonsness™ came “‘with healing in His wings”
(Mal 4:2); “The light of the world ™ (John 8: 12); ““ Believe in the light* (John 12: 36).

White for Purity. Jesus came to teach us how to live pure, white lives in God's
sight (Jobn 15: 3); “Even as He is pure™ (1 John 3: 3); *‘Blessed are the pure in
in hear' 7 (Matt. 5: 8).

Red for Love, Jesug’ life was full of love. “ Having loved His own, He loved
themr unto the end” (John 13: 1; Rom. 8: 35; Eph. 5: 2). Jesus’ teaching was of
love. **Love one another” (John 13: 34,35; 1 Pet. 1: 22; 1 John 3: 18).

Let the children repeat these texts. -

By simple questions recall the lessons of the quarter—Golden Texts, ete.

Have written a * Lesson Bleck * title on each page of the *“ book.™

Turn the pages over one by one.

Page 1.—** Jesus, the Babe” ; *“ Joy to the world, the Lord is come.” Where Jesus is
there is joy. Are you little
ones making joy in your
homes?

Page 2.—-“Jesus, the
Child »’; * growingingrace,
ete.”” Are you growing in
grace?

Page 3.—*“Jeeus, the
Christ.”” Are you prepar-
ing the way for Jesus to
come into your heart? He
is knocking at the do -,
Qpen it and ask Him in.

Page 4.—“Jesus, rhe
Son of God” ; tempied vet
without sin. Do you drive
Satan away when he wants
youto sin?

Page 5.—* Jesus, the Leader.” Are you following Him?

Page 6.—** Jesus, the Teacher.” Are you learning of Him?

Page 7.—* Jesus, the Water of Life,””  Have you tasted of the water of life?

Page §.—** Jesus, the Rejected One.””  Are you rejecting Jesus?

Page 9.— Jesus, the Great Physician.”” Do you go to Him with all your troubles?
Page 10.—* Jesug, the Forgiver.” Have you asked Him to forgive you?

Page 11.—* Jesus, the Master.”” e von His littleservants, serving others for Hissake?

20
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Some Books

[March

v
THE BOOK PAGE.

Books for review to be sent to Rev. R. Douglas
Fraser, Editor Tsacugrs MoxrnLy, Room 87,
Confederation Life Building, Toronto.

Moses Drury Hoot: : Life and Letters. By
his nephew, Peyton Harrison Hoge. (Rich-
mond, Va., Presbyterian Committee of
Publication ; 518 large pages, portraits and
illustrations, cloth, $3, half morocco, $1.)

«When so ill at the White Sulphur
Springs the summer before he died (he died
at $1) that his physician scemed discouraged
about his cure, Dr. Hoge said, ‘Never mind
Doctor, I'll ride by your house en Lucile,
some morning in October, before you are out
of bed.’ And so he did.”” The unquench-
able spirit of the old man burned hot in the
small boy. The family were living north
then, whereall the old New England customs
wereobserved.  During the sermon on Sun-
day, Moses happened to pick upa little book
that was lving in the pew and began to ﬁnggx{
its pages absently, when he was startled by
a tap from the long staff of the beadle. He
stalked majestically from the house.” Tall,
straight as an arrow, and with a loct that
wuld be haughty, were it not for its exquis-
ite gentleness and humility, the portrait of
Dr. Hoze reveals a man of fine ancestry,
thoroug'fx culture and high mettle subdued
and consecrated to the service of Christ and
his fellows.

‘And such he was. His ministry of fifty-
four vears in one congregation in the capital
of Virginia was conspicuous for these four
things, viz., his unswerving_loyalty to the
great doctrines of the Cross, his unique power
of persuasive speech, his unsparing experfdi-
ture of time and strength upon his friends,
and his singularly wide influence with all
sorts and conditions of men. These are
strong words, but the story of his life bears
them out. It is by his nephew, Himself
amongst the foremost of the younger minis-
ters of the southern Church, arﬁ. perhaps
errs somewhat in the space given t0_merely
local and family affairs, but the délineation
is exquisite and life-like of the man in his
childhood, and college days, as the head of
a struggling cause in his early thinistry, as
a great leader and counsellor of many in the
war times, ag the pastor and d‘prea.cher par
eveellence of his own city, and known and
honored far and wide. Altogéther, the bio-
graphy deserves to take rank amongst the
fow bi~t. The chapter on The Confederate
Capital during the great struggle in the
sixties is marked by exceptional moderation
and sound sense.

The Copp, Clark Co.,
SacreD Soxas No. 2, containing

Toronto, send us
203 hymns,

with music. It is edited by Mossrs. Sankey,
McGranahan and Stebbins, three well-recog.
nized masters in this field, and in addition
to a fine selection of standard hymns, con.
tains a large number of beautiful new songs,
Price, board covers, 30¢. The mechanieal
work is excellent.

A most interesting collectiqn also is Binwg
Tessox Soxas from The Pilgrim Press, Boston,
1t is intended for Junior Societies and Junior
and Primary Sunday Schocls. Some of the
hymns are illustrated with pictures and
biackboard work. 163 pages; boards.

Tue Priernt’s Procress is one of the few
books that never wear out. To the end of
time there will be new readers and new
editions. The edition now put on the market
by The Westminster Company, Toronto, is
areally capital one, 304 large pages with a
fine typé and a hundred illustrations by
Thomas Dalziel. It costs $1 and is cheap at

the price.

Rev. Armstrong Black’s new book Tug
EvENING AND THE MORNING, already noticed
in onr last issue, also at $1 and from the
same publishers, is fulfilling expectations
and bids fair to have a large sale. For
devotional reading it is exquisite.

I~ THE VALLEY OoF DEcisioN (James Bow-
den, London, 185 pages) is a popular shilling
book of sermons by Rev. Archibald G.
Brown of the East London Tabernacle. They
make no pretensions to literary form or
finish, butare from a burning heartand were
spoken with the one desire to “gave some”’.
The titles and treatment are alike striking,
strong, straight, and moving. Ministers
and teachers who are eager to win souls will
do r;Yell to study and circulate books of this
0!

Dr. Charles Foster Kent’'s TRE Wise Mex
oF ANCIENT ISRAEL AND THEIR PROVERES,
is an attempt to classify the contents of the
Book of Proverbs o as to make them usable.
Togical order is nothing to the Oriental
mind, and the Book of Proverbs is, therefore,
not easy reading for most. ‘Whether Dr.
Kent's classification will make it easier is a
question. Drill in reading the Proverbs just
as they are, allowing them_to sink one by
one into mind and heart, has been proved
by the experience of the Scottish day schools
1o be a most valuable discipline. But, at
any rate, for students and teachers this at-
tempt at systematizing will be found most
serviceable. The headings make capital
guide hoards to goed texts for sermons.
(Silver, Burdett and Company, Boston, 208

pages.)
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: - ¥ ™ Central

Business
&College, Toromo

Stands with open doors the year
round to welcome ybung men
and women for dué preparation
for a successful business career.
Scores of young people found
this School last year a satisfactory
medium to a good situation.
Scores of others will bé assisted
to good places this yeat.
E=Z"There are plenty of vacancies for the well qualified. Will you
seek these qualifications? If so, you should know all about our excellent
% School. Twelve Teachers this term. Splendid equipment. Calendar

free—write for it.
Yonge and Gerrard Sts.

W. H. SHAW, Principal g

Helps to the
Study of the

Sunday School Lessons fof 1900

Peloubet’s Select Notes. A Commentary on the
Sunday School Lessons for 1900, Studies in the Life
of Christ. By Rev. F. N. Peloubet, D.D., and M. A.
Pelonbet, Cloth, $1.25. . .

Hlustrative Notes. A guide to the stndv of the
International Sunday Schaol Lessons for 1900. By
Hurlburt and Doherty. Cloth, $1.25.

Monday Olub Sermons. A series of sermans on
the Sunday Schoo! Lessons for 1900. By emineat
preachers, ~ Cloth, $1.25,

Golden Text Books, 1900, and Bible Facts.
3 cts. each, 35 cts, per doz,

The Expositor’s Bible.

Stéllflauhew. By Rev. J. M. Munro Gibson. Cloth,

s:s ln%;k. By Dean G. A.Chadwick, D.D. Cloth,

St. Luke. By Rev. H. Burton, M.A. Cloth, $1.10.

St. John.. By Rev. Prof. Marcus Dods, D.D. 2 vols.
Cloth, each, $110.

Mntthewsglenry's Commentary. Svols, Cloth,
net, $7.50.

Adam Clarke’s Commentary. 6 vols. Cloth,
net, $9.00.

Jesus Christ the Divine Man. His Life and
Tunes. By Rev. J. F. Vallings, M A. Cloth, cts.

St. Matthew’s Witness to words and works
of the Lord, or Our Savior's life, as revealed in the

gospel of His earliest evangelist. By Francis W,
Upham, LL D. Cloth, $1.20.

Suggestive Illustraﬁonsoﬂl_!atﬁhew. Iilus.
trations from all_sourses, picturésque Greek words,
ewc. By Rev. F. N. Peloubet, DD, Cloth, $1.25.

estive Illustrations on the Gospel of

ohn. For ths uss of pastors, Sund Schonl
teachers, leaders of prayer meetings and the home,
By Rev. F, N. Palouber, D.D. Cloth, $1.25.

The Life of Ohrist.
By Frederic W. Farrar, D.D., F.R.S. Cloth, $1.25.
By Frederic,W. Farrar, D.D., F.R.S, Cloth, 75 cts.

The Life of Jesus Ohrist. By James Stalker,
D.D. Cloth, 60 cts. ’

Life and Times of Jesus the Megsiah. Com-
-plete i1 one volume. By Alfred Edersheim, M.A.,
Oxon, D D., Ph.D. Cloth, $1.25.

Harmony of the Gospels in the words of the

authorized version. Following the harmony of the

in Greek. By Edward Robinson, D.D.,

LL D., with_explanatory notes, agd references to

parallel and illustrative passages. Edited by Benja-
min.Davis, Ph.D, Cloth, 50 cts.

A Harmony of the Gospels. Being the life of

esns in ?h’c'words of the four evangelists. Arranged

y W. H. Withrow, D.D,, F.R.8.C.

.C., from the Re.
vised Version of the New Testament. Cloth, 50 cts.

The Two 8t. Johns of the New Testament.
By James Stalker, D.D. Cloth, $1.25.

Studies in Mark’s Gospel. Ry Rev. Charles S.
Robinson, D.D. Cloth, $1.58.

Su;

‘WE PAY POSTAGE

WILLIAM BRIGGS - - -

29-33 Richmond §t, W., Toronto
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“SIMMERS SHEDS GGROW”
TRY OUR COLLECTIONS

SEEDS

18 Packets of Cholre Vegetable and Flower Seed
only soc., postpafd
For only 50 cents, we will send postpaid our combined

Collection of Vegetable and Fl wer Sceds, containing one

gacket of each of the 18 Choice Vegetable and Flower

cedt named below. They are especially selected with
the view of giving the purchuaser the best of satisfaction
and embrace varieties every up-to-date gard hould
contain.  Full directivns tor their culture will be found on
each packet.

3EET —Edmand's Early—The most uniform of al*
Turnip Beets, with ve.y smull tops and short foliage
of a rich red.

CARROT — Scarlet Intermediate — (Stump
rooted). This vari.ty is intermediate in size, smooth
in skin, and rich in color.

OUCUMBER—Improved Early White Spinc
~—Very desirable for general crop and largely used in
private gardens.

SWEET PEAS
6 Packcts Sweet Peas for 25 cents
25 wonts bays one packet of each of the following 8

Grand Sweet Peas, care‘ully selected from hundreds
of varieties as the hest Eicht to grow.

MAID OF HONOR—White standards flushed with
clare and wings with helintrope, indigo bina edge.

EXTRA EARLY BLANOHE FERRY — The
finest pink and white.

EFLY —Intense brilliant scarlet, very large.

COLLECTION D

COLLECTION G

50c. POSTPAID

LETTUOE—Simmers’ Nonpareil Oabbage-
Is crisp, tender, and of excellent flavor, and entirely
free from bitterness, »

MUSK MELON—Montreal Green Nutmer—
A beautiful, round, netted, deep ribbed variety,
luscious and swee’.

ELON—* Seminole " —A very large
and luscinus variety, flesh solid, red.and sugary.

ONION — Yellow Globe Danvers—The most
populac Oa-on, Largs, solid a.d of good flavor.

RADISH — Early Scarlet Olive-Shaped—
Early variety of a lively color and oblong shape.

ASTERS—Choice mix-d. POPPY—Double mixed
SWEET MIEE&NETTR. PANSY—Gocd

mixed. DOT IMPERIAL PINKS.
SNAPDRAGON—A'1 colo s mixed. MORN-
ING GLORY — Mixed, PHLOX — Splendid

mixtuare, ALL NASTURTIUM ~ Mixed.
SW.

T
EET PEAS—AIl colors, mixed.
POSTPAID
EMILY HENDERSON—The best pure white Sweet

Pea.
SH.APZADA—ParpZLh maroon without lustre, wings

ind:go.
GOLPDEN GLEAM-—Standard and wings of a beauti-
ful primr_se yellow,

NEW COUNTESS Delicate lavender and mauve,

TRIUMPH—Standard bright pink lightly suffused with
scarlet orange, wings pale rose.

Qur beautifally Hlastrated Catalogue for 1900 matled FREB to ail applicaats.
. ADDRESS AL L ORDERS TO

t.'o Ao 5'""'3'!5, - T =

147, 139, 151 King St. East, TORONTO

ORET
2 i 3
& 243
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T==—BUREL \ HORVOGD, AKNTILOTD
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TORONTO CONSERVATORY OF MUS!C
Cor. College St. and University Ave.
DR. EDWARD FISHER, - - - Musical Director
Affiliated with the University of Toronts and with Trinity University
Artists’ and Teachers’ Graduating Courses, Schol P ipl , Certificates, Iedals
Oldest and Largest Music School and Strongest Faculty in Canada
Students Prepared as Texchers and Performers, also for positions in Colleges, Sctools, Church

CALENDAR AND SYLULABUS SENT FRERBR

O

and Concert work.

Conservatory School of Elocution—Maude Masson, Principal

Reading, Recitation, Oratory, Voice Culture, Physial Culture, Rhetoric, English Literature, Orthospy, Psychology,
edagogy, Class and Private Lessons.
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' Oxford Bible for Teachiers

Paper Printing Pelps Fllustrations

IN ADVANCE OF ALL OTHERS Lol

*Since 1880 the *Oxford’ Teachers’ Bible has been acknowledged the greatest - -
book marvel of modern times. The publishers have-just brought out an’edition .- -
;- with revised helps which again puts this work clearly in advance of all otheis” o

- ‘ , —Sunday-Sckool Mangz'fz‘e;:
. The Paper K L

“The India paper, in which we believe this Company lezds the world, has made a revolution in the art of
- printing."—Tke Living Churck. . .-
** A marvel of paper-making.”—T/e London Times. - . oy
* The exquisite Oxford India Paper is a pecfect miracle of manufacture. Though so thin the print never shows’'. " =’
through, and yet the type is perfectly clear and legible,”—7%¢ Sgectator. D
No other paper bas yet been made that can approach it for its wonderful capacity, great tougbnese and softness,.
and its agreeable toue, nor for the ease with which THE PAGES CAN BE TURNED. L

The Printing

*Its letterpress is remarkably clear and distinct. This is iated the more b 1T IS UNCOMMON IN -
'y PP

s1BLES. Long and close attention to the print of ordinary Bibles strains the strongest eyes, but the * Oxford’ is not

an ordinary Bible in this or in any other respect."~Zke Christian Nation.
' The printing is worthy of the paper, and more than tbis it is impossible to say."—7T%ke Guardian. DI

- The belps - SR

The late Sir WiLt1am Dawson, Principal of McGill Upiversity, said: . . P
** The Oxford Helps 1 have long nsed with advantage, aod the new edition, while retaining_ the reasonable -
conservatism of the ofd, has been graatly extended and improved. Almost every one of the illustrations might form
the subject of a good lesson on Bible history.” - .

Rev. F. N, Psrouser, D.D., author of Peloubet’s Notes on the International Lessons, says, Jan. 14, 28995 = 7.
‘1 have been comparing the two editions of the ‘ Oxford ’ Helps, your new one with mine dated 1893, Your~ * _
appendix, and especially the' new plates, and more especially the descriptions of them, wbich are a wholly new:
tie;ture, 'ﬁdd greatly to the value of these ¢ Helps.! 1 shail refer to them as often as I can in my Notes on the’
<Ons. - . ’
The Christian Advocate, Nashvilie, Tenn., says: . . : .
** The * Helps® are real helps. Unlike those ic many of the cheap Bibles, they are not simply thrown togetheria = -
hodsf"epodge fashion, but represent the freshest and ablest work of the foremost modern scholars.” -
ke Interior, Chicago, Ill., says: L
“Helps. * prepared for this work by the most emi Biblical scholars of the day, and revised up to the latest °_
possible date, to keep in tonch with the last discoveries of science, the last lights of icterpretation, This edition has  ~
reached, in former issues, a sale of over two million copies, and i2 is safe to say that nothing offers eves jaiy com-

. petition with it in general favor.”
The Toronto Globe says: . } . . |
“ The most instructive and exhaustiye compendium of every kind of information essential to Bible stady.

- The Flustrations

The Sunday-School Times, Philadelphia, says, referring to the illustrations: . ’ =
**In this department this Bible is probably /ar sugerior to any other of those ly calied Teachers’ Bibles. - -
Probably there does not exist another equally compact collection of the kind.” - . .
The Montreal Wilness : R N :
“The platesare a sPecially attractive feature. No more suitable present can be made to teacher or scholary

Bible student or friend.”
All Denominations ¢ inr ding the Oxford Bible for Teachers.
& Upwards of 2,000,000 copies of former editions have been sold.

LONDON : HENRY FROWDE _ A
. OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS WAREHOUSE, AMEN CORNER, E.C. Do
- ‘NEW YORK: gt AND 93 FIrTH AVR.

And sold by all booksellers throughout the Dominion. ’ - _
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ASSOCIATION.

Head Office: -

Toronto, Ont.

THE Unconditional Accumulative Policy issued by this
Association is absolutely free from conditions from
date of issue and guarantees Extended Insurance or a
' Paid-up Policy after three years, or a Cash Value after

five years.

Pamphiets and full particulars will be sent on application to the
Head Office, Toronto, or to any of the Association’s Agents.

J K. MACDONALD,

W C. Macdonald,
Actuary

Managing Director.
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0. K. FIBRE
BRUSHES
.>:(.
HOUSE, HORSE,
SCRUB, STOVE,

CREAMERY,
Et:.

© AND o
SOLD ON MERIT

are distinguished
for the superiorty
of the materials
used in their man
ulacture as well as
the substantial
manmner of their

construction.

ANTISEPTIC|.
WARE

BUTTER, HONEY,
JAM, Etc, packed in
tois Ware retains the
freshpess an indefinite
length of time.

For Sale by all First~class Dealers

THE E. B. EDDY CO,, Limited,
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